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PREFACE.

In presenting this work to the public, the translator would merely remark, that it is not a new notion

by which he was seized of late years which impelled him to the task, but a desire entertained for more than

a quarter of a century, since the day he quitted school in his native land to come to this country, to present

to his fellow-Israelites an English version, made by one of themselves, of the Holy Word of God. From
early infancy he was made conscious how much persons differing from us in religious ideas make use

of Scripture to assail Israel's hope and faith, by what he deems, in accordance with the well-settled

opinions of sound critics, both Israelites and others, a perverted and hence erroneous rendering of the

words of the original Bible. Therefore he always entertained the hope to be one day permitted to do for

his fellow Hebrews who use the English as their vernacular, what had been done for the Germans by some

of the most eminent minds whom the Almighty has endowed with the power of reanimating in us the al-

most expiring desire for critical inquiry into the sacred text. So much had been done by these, that the

translator's labours were rendered comparatively easy ; since he had before him the best results of the

studies of modern German Israelites, carried on for the space of eighty years, commencing with Moses

Mendelssohn, Herz Wesel, or, as he was called, Hartog Wessely, and Solomon of Dubno, down to Dr. L.

Zunz,* of Berlin, whose work appeared in 1839, Dr. Solomon Herxheimer, Rabbi of Anhalt-Bernburg,

whose work was completed five years ago, and of Dr. Lewis Philippson,t Rabbi of Magdeburg in Prussian

Saxony, whose work is not yet quite completedj while writing this. In addition to these entire Bible trans-

lations', the translator has had access to partial versions of separate books, by Ottensosser, Heinemann,

Obernik, Hochstiitter, Wolfson, Lciwenthal, and some anonymous writers, referred to occasionally in the notes

appended to this work ; besides which he has had the advantage of the copious notes of Dr. Philippson's

and Dr. Herxheimer's Bibles, in which these learned men have collected the views of the investigators,

both Israelites and others, in the path of biblical criticism. The ancient versions, also, of Onkelos, Jona-

than, and the Jerusalem Targumist have been carefully consulted ; and, wherever accessible, the comments of

the great expounders Rashi, (Rabbi Shelemoh Yizchaki,) Redak, (Rabbi David Kimchi,) Aben Ezra, (Rabbi

Abraham ben Me'ir ben Ezra,) Rashbam, (Rabbi Shelemoh ben Me'ir, the grandson of Rashi,) Ralbag,

(Rabbi Levi ben Gershom,) and Rabbenu Sa'adyah (Saadias) Gaon, as also the Michlol Yophi, and the

modern JBiurim, have been sedulously compared, so as to insure the utmost accuracy of which the translator

is capable. His library is not very extensive ; but he trusts that the foregoing catalogue of auxiliary

works will prove that he has had at hand as good materials as can be obtained anywhere to do justice to

his undertaking. It must be left to those acquainted with the subject, to decide whether he has taken due

advantage of the materials in his hand ; but he trusts that the judgment will be in his favour, at least so

far, that he has been honest and faithful.

The translator is an Israelite in faith, in the full sense of the word : he believes in the Scriptures as

they have been handed down to us ; in the truth and authenticity of prophecies and their ultimate literal

fulfilment. He has always studied the Scriptures to find a confirmation for his faith and hope ; neverthe-

less, he asserts fearlessly, that in his going through this work, he has thrown aside all bias, discarded

every preconceived opinion, and translated the text before him without regard to the result thence arising

for liis creed. But no perversion or forced rendering of any text was needed to bear out his opinions or

those of Israelites in general ; and he for one would place but little confidence in them, if he were com-

pelled to change the evident meaning of the Bible to find a support for them. He trusts, therefore, that

to those who agree with him in their religious persuasion, he has rendered an acceptable service ; as they

will now have an opportunity to study a version of the Bible which has not been made by the authority

* Dr. Zunz, whose work is often quoted in the notes, only transhited the two books of Chronicles ; but he was aided bj- Rabbi

Chayira Arnheim, of Glogau, with Genesis, PIxodus, Leviticus. Numbers, the Books of Kings, Ezckiel. Hosea, Obadiah, Jonah, Michn,

Nahum, Zechariah, Proverbs, .Job, Ruth, Ecclesiastes, Esther, and Nehemiah ; by Dr. Michael .Sachs, then of Prague, but now of

Berlin, with Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, the Books of Samuel, Isaiah, Joel, Amos, Ilabakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Malachi,

Psalms, the Song of Solomon, and Lamentations, (Jeremiah was translated by both conjointly;) and by Dr. Julius FUrst, of

Leipzig, with Daniel and Ezra. Occasionally in the notes, "Zunz" is named; at other times, the special translators.

t The merit of the later translators consists therein that th^y have adhered to the letter of the text, and not rendered it freely,

to avoid difficulties and to improve the style, as was done by llendelssohn and his immediate followers. A close, literal rendering

will be found to characterize this version also.

I Only to 1 Chronicles vi. 16. '"
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t" churehfx in which tlicy can have no coiifiJeiiee ; anil that to those also who are of a different persua-

sion, hilt labours will not 'be unacceptable, as exhibiting, so far as he could do it, the progress of biblical

criticisni among ancient and modern Israelites—a task utterly beyond the power of any but a Jew by

birth and conviction.

As rcards the sitvle, it has been endeavoured to adhere closely to that of the ordinary Lnglish version,

which fo*? siniplicitv'cannot be surpassed; though, upon a critical examination, it will readily be perceived

that the various translators differed materially in their method, and frcfiuently rendered the same word

in difforent wavs. In the present version, greiit care has been taken to avoid tliis fault ; but the translator

does not mean" to assert that he has succeeded to as great an extent as he could have desired. lie will not

enuuicrati' what he has done; but let any one who is desirous to investigate this point compare the two

translations, and he will readily convince himself that this may be called a new version, especially of the

I'rophcts, I'salms, and Job ; and he confidently hopes that the meaning has been rendered more clear by

tlio version itself, and, where this was not altogether practicable, by the notes appended at the foot of the

page.

Ill- found great difficulty about coming to a satisfactory resolution with regard to the spelling of the

proper nouns. Any one the least acipiainted with the manner they are presented in the common versions

and the languages of Western Europe, must know that they are very much corrupted ; but they have in

this sha|)e become so much interwoven with the language of history and of daily conversation, that it

would have produced endless confusion to spell them after the original manner. Hence the ordinary method

had to be retained for words in constant use ; but where this ivas not the case, a spelling more in ac-

cordance with the original has been resorted to. The^ should always be pronounced as y, to accord with

the Hebrew ; and in as //<?. .1 should be sounded as long ah ; e as long a ; i as long ec ; and n as oo.

'7i stands for the Hebrew n; where ^ occurs in the Hebrew, an apostrophe' has been used for the

most part ; but there are no English letters to represent these sounds exactly. For instance, " Zecha-

riah," pronounce Zecharyah ; "Jehu," as Yay-hoo, kc.

The translator will not ask that his errors and misconceptions shall be excused ; but he trusts that any
fault which may be discovered will be kindly pointed out to him, so that he may be able to make use of

all such remarks to correct his work in a future edition ; and he for his own part will not be satisfied with

what he has done, but endeavour to inii)rove liy future experience.

Whenever words have been supplied which are not in the text, but requisite to make the sense clear,

tliey have been placed in parentheses; for instance, 1 Chron. iii. 0, "(These were) all the sons of David,"
wliere there is no equivalent in Hebrew for ''these were," though no sense could be made of the phrase
without supplying these two words. The parenthesis is also used occasionallj', but very seldom, to denote
a construction, where an actual parenthesis of a whole sentence, or of one or more verses, occurs.

The whole work has been undertaken at the sole responsibility, both mercantile and literary, of the
translator. No individual has iieen questioned respecting the meaning of a single sentence; and not an
English book has been consulted, except Bagster's Bible, a few notes of which have been incorporated
with this. The peculiarity of the style will readily indicate them. The author's name would have been
appended, had it been known to the translator.

Although about the sixth part of the contents of this volume are notes, still he did not mean to write a
commentary on the Bible, nor must the notes be regarded as any thing else than a mere slight aid for the
explanation of grammatical and other difficulties. For this they are probably ample enough; otherwise
ihoy must a|ipear very defective in ipiantity and manner.

>\ ith these few remarks the translator surrenders a labour in which he has been engaged, occasionally,
for more than fifteen years, to the kindness of the public, trusting that, by the blessing of the Father of
all, it may be made instrumental in diffusing a taste for iScrijjture reading among the community of Is-
raelites, and bo the means of a better appreciation of the great treasures of revelation to many who never
have bad the opportunity of knowing what the Hebrews have done for mankind, not alone in preserving
the sacred book.-, but by labouring to make them intelligible to the world at large.

'""•*"""'*'
\ S-yf. 20M, I80.I.
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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES:
PART FIRST,

CONTAININQ

THE PENTATEUCH; OR, THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES.

GENESIS, n'B^Nia EXODUS, niosr

LEVITICUS, Nnp'l NUMBERS, -)m03
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS,
bereshith; n^tr'Nia,

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF THE CREATION AND PATRIARCHS.

CHAPTER I.

1 In the beginning God created the heaven

and the earth.

2 And the earth was without forrn, and

void; and darkness was upon the face of the

deep ; and the spirit of God was waving over

the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light ; and

there was light.

4 And God saw the light that it was good

;

and God divided between the light and the

darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the

darkness he called Night. And it was even-

ing and it was morning, the first day.

6 T[ And God said, Let there be an expan-

sion" in the midst of the waters, and let it

divide between waters and waters.

7 And God made the expansion, and di-

vided between the waters which were under

the expansion and the waters which were

above the expansion : and it was so.

8 And God called the expansion Heaven.

And it was evening and it was morning, the"

second day.

9 T[ And God said, Let the waters under

the heaven be gathered together unto one

place, and let the dry land be visible : and it

was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth;

and the gathering together of the waters he

called Seas : and God saw that it was good.

11 And God said. Let the earth bring forth

grass, herbs yielding seed, fruit-trees yielding

fruit after their" kind, in which its seed is

upon the earth : and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, herbs

yielding seed after their kind, and trees yield-

ing fruit, in which its seed is after their

kind : and God saw that it was good.

13 And it was evening and it was morn-

ing, the third day.*'

14 ^ And God said. Let there be lights in

the expansion of the heaven to divide be-

tween the day and the night ; and let them

be for signs, and for seasons, and for days,

and years

;

15 And let them be for lights in the ex-

pansion of the heaven, to give light upon the

earth : and it was so.

16 And God made the two great lights

;

the greater light to' rule the day, and the

lesser light to rule the night ; and the stars.

17 And God set them in the expansion of

the heaven to give light upon the earth,

18 And to rule by day and by night, and

to divide between the light and the darkness

:

and God saw that it was good.

19 And it was evening and it was morn-

ing, the fourth day.

20 T[ And God said, Let the waters bring

forth abundantly moving creatures that have

life, and fowl that may lly above the earth in

the open expansion of the heaven.

21 And God created the great sea-mon-

• This word is the name of the first weekly section, also

of the first book of Moses, from the first word thereof,

which is Bereshith, i. e. "In the beginning."—It must

be understood that the whole law is divided into fifty-

four sections, appointed to be read during the course

of the year, so that each Sabbath one or two conjointly

are read. Each of these sections bears a name derived

from the first distinctive word thereof, and this will be

found indicated throughout the Pentateuch of this edition.

"" I have preferred this term to the usual translations,

because it expresses more correctly the idea of the Hebrew

word, from ;'pi to eoqmn<l ; therefore, the expansion of

the atmosphere, not the fixed vault of the skies.

° Properly, "a second day," the definite article being

wanting; and so with all the others, up to the fifth day.

'' Properly, "its kind," referring to rP tree, collec-

tive singular, rendered here with the plural trees.

' The stars are used to denote the verses where the por-

tions of the various sections end.

' Heb. " for the rule of."
3



GENESIS I. II. BERESHITH.

sters,* and every living creature that inoveth,

which the waters l)rought forth abundantly

alter their kind, and every winged fowl after

its kind : and (UA saw that it was good.

22 And (iod blessed them, saying, Be fruit-

ful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the

seas, and let tlie fowl multiply on the earth.

23 And it was evening and it was morn-

ing, the fifth day.*

24 ^i
And God said, Let the earth bring

forth living creatures after their kind, cattle,

and creeping things, and beasts of the earth

after their kind : and it was so.

2-j And God made the beasts of the earth

after their kind, and the cattle after their

kind, and every thing that creepeth upon
tlie earth after its kind: and God saw that it

was good.

20 And God said, Let us*" make man in

our image, after our likeness ; and they shall

have dominion over the fish of the sea,

and over the fowl of the heaven, and over

the cattle, and over all the earth, and over

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the

earth.

27 And God created man in his image,

in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said

unto them. Be fruitful and multiply, and fill

the earth, and subdue it; .and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl

of the heaven, and over every living thing

that moveth upon tlie earth.

29 And God said, Behold I have given
unto you every herb bearing seed, which is

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree

on which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed
;

to you it shall be for food.

;j() And to every bea.st of the earth, and
to every fowl of tiie heaven, and to every

tiling tiiat creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life, (I have given) ever}- green herb

for f(jod : and it was so.

31 And God saw"" every thing that he

' Meaning, all the greater animals that inhabit the seas,

in contradistinction to tbo smaller creatures afterwards

described.

' This phmsc is employed here, as in other places, to

express the purpose of the Deity toclffcthis will. This

construction is railed " the plural of majesty."
"" Looked over;" meaning, that when all had been

completed, the Creator, .so to say, cast his view over all,

and then saw that there was nothing defective in tho whole
4

had made, and behold, it was very good.

And it was evening and it was morning, the

sixth day.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ Thus were finished the heavens and the

earth, and all their host.

2 And God had finished on the seventh

day his work which he had made, and he

rested on the seventh day from all his work
which he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it ; because thereon he had rested

from all his work which God had created in

making it.*''

4 ^ These are the generations" of the hea-

vens and of the earth when they were created,

on the day that the Lord' God made earth

and heaven.

5 And every plant of the field was not yet

on the earth, and every herb of the field had
not yet grown; for the Lord God had not

caused it to rain upon the earth, and man
was not yet there to till the ground.

But there went up a mist from the

earth, and watered the w'hole face of the

ground.

7 And the Lord God formed the man of

dust from the ground, and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life ; and the man be-

came a living being.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden in

Eden to the eastward, and he put there the

man whom he had formed.

9 And the Lord God caused to grow out

of the ground every tree that is pleasant to

the sight and good for food ; and the tree of

life in the midst of the garden, and the tree

of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water
the garden, and from there it was parted, and
became four principal streams.

11 The name of the first is Pishon, the

same whicii coinpa.ssetli the whole land of
Ilavilah, where there is gold.

system of outward nature, produced by his creative power.
* After I'lMLiiTso.v.

• "The history of the creation."

—

Mexdelssohn.
' The proper signiBcation of this word is t/ir Eternal,

which term will he used when ab.'solutely required, but
generally the usual word will be employed; but its proper
sense will be indicated, as is customary in all the English
jiibles, by ]irinting it in what is technically called s.mall
CAPITALS.



GENESIS II. III. BERESHITH.

12 And the gold of that land is good ; there

is the bdellium and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is

Gihon, the same which compasseth the whole
land of Cush.

1-4 And the name of the third river is Hid-

dekel, the same which floweth towards the

east of Assyria ; and the fourth river is the

Euphrates.

15 And the Lord God took the man, and
put him into the garden of Eden, to till it,

and to keep it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the

man, saying. Of every tree of the garden thou

mayest freely eat;

1 7 But of the tree of the knowledge of good

and evil, thou slialt not eat of it ; for on the day
that thou eatest thei-eof thou shalt surely die.

18 And the Lord God said. It is not good
that the man should be alone ; I will make
him a help suitable for him.*

19 And the Lord God had formed out of

the ground every beast of the field, and every

fowl of the heaven, and he brought them unto

the man to see what he would call them ; and
whatsoever the man would call every living

creature, that should be its name.
20 And the man gave names to all cattle,

and to the fowl of the heaven, and to every

beast of the field ; but for man there was not

found a help suitable for him.

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep

to fall upon the man, and he slept ; and he
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh

instead thereof.

22 And the Lord God formed" the rib

which he had taken from the man into a wo-
man, and brought her unto the man.

23 And the man said. This time'' it is bone
of my bones, and flesh of my flesh ; this shall

be called Woman, (Ishah,) because out of

Man (Ish) was this one taken.

24 Therefore doth" a man leave his father

and his mother, and cleave unto his wife, and
they become one flesh.

•After the Hebrew, "built."
'' In opposition to the other animals named before, they

being unlike man, consequently not like the woman, bone

of his bone, and flesh of his flesh.

—

Philippson gives it

:

" This one, at this time, is," &c.
" The Hebrew future employed in the test represents

not a command, but the habit; and, in this manner, the

future tense is frequently used, where a constant practice

or habit is alluded to-

'25 And they were both naked, the man
and his wife, and were not ashamed.

CHAPTER III.

1 Now the serpent was more subtle than
any beast of the field which the Lord God
had made , and he said unto the woman, Hath
God indeed said. Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden ?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent.

We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden

;

3 But of the fruit of the tree Avhich is in

the midst of the garden, God hath said. Ye
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch'* it,

lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman.
Ye will surely not die

;

5 For God doth know, that, on the day ye
eat thereof, your eyes will be opened, and ye
will be as God, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree

was good for food, and that it was pleasant to

the eyes, and the tree was desirable to make
one wise,' she took of its fruit, and did eat,

and gave also unto her husband with her, and
he did eat.

7 And the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they felt that they were naked

;

and they sewed fig-leaves together, and made
themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day

;

and the man and his wife hid themselves*^

from the presence of the Lord God amongst
the trees of the garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto the man,
and said unto him. Where art thou ?

10 And he said. Thy voice I heard in the

garden; and I was afraid, because I am
naked; and I hid myself.

11 And he said. Who told thee that thou art

naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof
I comman-ded thee that thou shouldest not eat ?

12 And the man said. The woman whom

^ Here is shown the danger of adding to the command-
ment; God had not ordained them not to touch the tree,

only not to eat of the fruit; hence she was less able to

withstand the cunning of the serpent.

" " To contemplate."

—

Mendelssohx.
' In the text the verb is used in the singular, and ought

therefore to be properly given, "and the man hid himself

with his wife." This construction is very frequent in

Hebrew.
5



GENESIS III. IV. BERESHITII.

thou gavest to bo vith me, she gave me of

the tree, and I did cat.

i:j An(} tlie LoHo God said unto the woman,
Wliat is this tiiat thou liast done? And the

woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I

did eat.

14 And the Lord God said unto the ser-

pent, Because thou hast done this, be thou

cursed above all the cattle, and above every

l>cast of the field ; upon tliy belly sh.alt thou

jro, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy

life :

15 And I will put enmity between thee

and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed ; he shall bruise thy head, and thou

shalt wound his heel.

IG ^1 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly

multiply thy pain and (the suffering of) thy
conception ; in pain thou shalt bring Ibrth

children ; and for thy husband shall be thy
desire, but he shall rule over thee.

17 ^f And unto Adam" he said, Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy.

wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I

commanded thee, sa3'ing, Thou shalt not eat

of it: cursed be the ground for thy sake; in

pain shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.

18 And thorns and thistles shall it bring

forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the herbs

of the field.''

lU In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat

bread, till thou return unto the ground, for

out of it wast thou taken ; for dust thou art,

and unto dust shalt thou return.

20 And the man called his wife's name
Eve" (Chavvah); because she was the mother
of all living (Chay).

21 And the Lord God made unto Adam and
to his wife coats of skins, and clothed them.''-

22 • And the Loud God said. Behold, the

man is become as one of us, to know good and
evil ; and now, lest he put Ibrtli his hand,

and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and
live for ever.''

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth

from the garden of Eden, to till the ground
from which he was taken.

24 So he drove out the man ; and he placed

at the east of the garden of Eden the Cheru-
bim, and the flaming" sword which revolveth,

to guard the way to the tree of life.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ And the man knew Eve his wife ; and
she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have
gotten^ a man from the Lord.

2 And she bore again, his brother, Abel f
and Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was
a tiller of the ground.

3 And it came to pass in process of time,

that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground
an offering unto the Lord.

4 And Abel—he also brought of the first-

lings of his flock, and of the lattest'' thereof;

and the Lord had respect unto Abel and to

his offering;

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had
not respect ; and it was very displeasing to

Cain, and his countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art

thou wroth ? and why is thy countenance
fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be ac-

cepted ? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth

at the door ; and unto thee is its desire, but
thou canst rule over it.

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother:

and it came to pass when they were in the
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his

brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is

Abel thy brother? And he said, 1 know not;
am I my brother's keeper ?

10 And he .s.iid, What hast thou done ? the
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me
from the ground.

11 And now be thou cursed from' the
ground, which hath opened its moutii to

receive thy brother's blood from thy hand:
12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall

• Adam BigniBcs "man," as one taken from the prouiiJ; lie remain in Ellen, it waif the intention of the Deity to
Ailiim, man, being licriveil from Ailmtinh, gniunil.

"" The curse was directed to Ailam, that he .should be

rompelled to obtain hi.s food by constant toil, wherea.s be-

fore sinning, only slight exertions were required to gather
what grew sponlaucously from the ground.

• Signifying " living."

* Kvidently an elliptical sentence; meaning, that since

mao might partake of the fruit of the tree of life should

banish him, which banishment is then recorded in the
next verses.

• Literally, " the flame of the sword," itc.

'

pp A'.fi/iii, fromnjp Kaniik. 1'hilippson, after R.^-

sm, renders pk by " with," i'. e. " the aid of."
' Correctly, " Habcl."
' Eng. ver. and others, " the fat," &o.
' " More than the ground."

—

Salomon.
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not henceforth yield its strength unto thee

;

fugitive and vagabond shalt thou be on the

earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My
punishment is greater than I can bear.

14 Beliold, thou hast driven me out this

day from the face of the ground ; and from

thy face" shall I be hid ; and if I shall be a

fugitive and vagabond on the earth, it will

come to pass, that every one that findeth me
will slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him. Therefore

whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be

taken on him seven-fold. And the Lord set

a sign unto Cain, that any one finding him
should not kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence

of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on

the east of Eden.

17 And Cain knew his wife, and she con-

ceived, and bore Enoch ;*" and he built a city,

and called the name of the city after the

name of his son Enoch.
18 And unto Enoch was born Irad; and

Irad begat Mehujael; and Mehijael begat

Methushael ; and Methushael begat Lemech.*
19 And Lemech took unto himself two

wives, the name of the one was Adah, and the

name of the other Zillah.

20 And Adah bore Jabal; he was the

father of such as dwell in tents, and have cattle.

21 And his brother's name was Jubal ; he
was the father of all such as play on the

harp and guitar."

22 And Zillah, she also bore Tubal-cain,

an artificer in every article of copper and iron

;

and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.
23 And Lemech said unto his wives, Adah

and Zillah, hear my voice
;
ye wives of Le-

mech, hearken unto my speech; for I have
slain a man to my own wounding, and a young
man to my hurt.

24 If Cain shall be avenged seven-fold,

truly Lemech seventy and seven-fold.

* i. e. Thy protection will be withdrawn.
^ Correctly, " Chanoch."
° Others render this with " pipe," making Jubal the

the inventor of stringed and wind instruments in their

simplest forms.
* From Shath, " he bestowed."
° Rasiii renders " by," and explains, " to call men and

idols by the name of God, to convert them into deities for

worship;" and he would thus place the commencement of

idolatrous worship as early as the time of the grandson of

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and
she bore a son, and called his name Sheth''

(Seth) ; for God (said she) hath appointed

me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain

slew.

26 And to Shefh, to him also there was born
a son ; and he called his name Enosh : then
began men to call upon" the name of the

Lord.*

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ This is the book of the generations of

Adam. On the day that God created man,
in the likeness of God made he him

:

2 Male and female created he them -^ and
blessed them, and called their name Adam,
on the day when they were created.

3 And Adam lived a hundred and thirty

years, and begat a son in his likeness, after

his image ; and called his name Sheth.

4 And the days of Adam after he had be-

gotten Sheth were eight hundred years ; and
he begat sons and daughters.

5 And all the days that Adam lived were
nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.

6 *\ And Sheth lived a hundred and five

years, and begat Enosh.

7 And Sheth lived after he had begotten

Enosh eight hundred and seven years ; and he
begat sons and daughters.

8 And all the days of Sheth were nine

hundred and twelve years ; and he died.

9 ^ And Enosh lived ninety years, and
begat Kenan.

10 And Enosh lived after he had begotten

Kenan eight hundred and fifteen years ; and
he begat sons and daughters.

11 And all the dajs of Enosh were nine

hundred and five years ; and he died.

12 ^ And Kenan lived seventy years, and
begat Mahalalel.

13 And Kenan lived after he had begotten

Mahalalel eight hundred and forty years;

and he begat sons and daughters.

Adam : others explain simply, " then men began to pray

to God;" others again, " to teach in the name of God;"
whilst others would understand that the name of God was
u.sed in denominating persons—perhaps, by attaching the

syllable d (God) to names.
' In the sacred writing, the change of persons from

second to third, and from singular to plural, and vice versa,

is by no means a rare construction ; but as there is always

some reason easily apparent for this change, it will be pre-

served for the most part in this version.

7
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14 And all the days of Kenan were nine

luiiidred and ten years; and he died.

15 ^1 And Mahalalel lived sixty and five

years, and begat Tared.

IG And Mahalalel lived after he had be-

gotten .Tared eight hundred and thirty years

;

and he begat sons and daughters.

17 And all the days of Mahalalel were

eight hundred ninety and five years ; and he

died.

18 ^ And Jared lived a hundred sixty

and two years, and begat Enoch."

19 And Jared lived after he had begotten

Enoch eight hundred years; and he begat

sons and daughters.

20 And all the days of Jared were nine

hundred sixty and two years; and he died.

21 Ti
And Enoch lived sixty and five

years, and begat Methushelah.

22 And Enoch walked'' with God after he

had begotten Methushelah three hundred

years; and begat sons and daughters.

23 And all the days of Enoch were three

hundred sixty and five years.

24 And Enoch walked with God, and he

was no more ; for God had taken"" him.*

25 T[ And Methushelah lived a hundred

eighty and seven years, and begat Lemech.

2G And Methushelah lived after he had be-

gotten Lemech seven hundred eighty and two

years ; and he begat sons and daughters.

27 And all the days of Methushelah were

nine hundred sixty and nine years ; and he

died.

28 % And Lemech lived a hundred eighty

and two years, and begat a son.

29 And he called his name Noach, (Noah,)

• Correctly, "Chanoch."
•^ Tlic term " walking with God" is cmploj-eJ to ex-

press a righteous course of life, as though the man of

whom it is saiJ, walked with and was accompanied by the

presence of liis Maker. So is it said of Noah, "Noah
walked with God." In other places it is called walking

in the presence of God, as we read in the history of Abra-

ham: "Walk before me and be perfect." So, on the other

hand, to act wickedly is termed " throwing God behind

one's back." All these, and many others, arc figurative

phrases used by the Hebrews to give a lively idea of

what simple words fail to express as strongly and beauti-

fully.

' Kvidcnt reference to a life after death: the decease of the

righteous is thus termed against tliid used elsewhere,

probably to indicate that they are to dwell with their God
whom they have worshipped. (Compare with I'salm

xlix. 10.)

''IIasiii renders, "shall give us rest," nj, from nj', he

8

saying, This one shall comforf us concerning

our work and the toil of our hands, because

of the ground which the Lord hath cursed.

30 And Lemech lived after he had begotten

Noah five hundred ninety and five years ; and

begat sons and daughters.

31 And all the days of Lemech were seven

hundred seventy and seven years; and he

died.

32 ^ And Noah was five hundred years old,

and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

CHAPTER VI.

1 And it came to pass, when men began to

multiply on the face of the earth, and

daughters were bom unto them,

2 That the sons of God" saw the daughters

of men, that they were fair ; and they took

themselves wives of all whom they chose.

3 And the Lord said, My Spirit'' shall not

always strive for the sake of man, for that he

is but flesh
;
yet his days shall be a hundred

and twenty years.

4 The giants were on the earth in those

days ; and also after that, when the sons of

God came in unto the daughters of men, and

they bore children to them ; these became

the mighty men, who were of old the men of

renown.*

5 Tl And God saw that the wickedness of

man was great on the earth, and that every

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.

And it repented'^ the Lord that he had

made man on the earth, and it grieved him at

his heart.

7 And the Lord said, I will destroy the

shaU give rest, from the root ni:—referring to the invention

of the plough, which is assigned to Noah, by which humau
labour was much abridged.

" " Sons of the chiefs."

—

Onkelos. Daughters of men,

those of the common people.

' " My Spirit cannot always rule in man,—in the strife

of his passions he remains flesh,—and therefore shall his

days be," &c. This is the new and bold version of Arn-

heim. Kashi, Abon Ezra, Onkelos, and Mendelssohn give

" his days" the addition " of grace," meaning the punish-

ment of the intended flood should be delayed one hun-

dred and twenty years, in hopes of man's repentance.

Philippson renders, " My Spirit shall not for ever succumb

in man, since he is but flesh."

« This expression, otherwise not applicable to the Deity,

who is no man that he lie should repent, is employed

merely to convey to us, in human language, the action of

God; for it is man's custom to repent of what he has made

when he finds himself compelled to destroy it.
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mail whom I have created from the face of

the earth ; both man and beast, and the creep-

ing things and the fowls of the heaven ; for

itrepenteth me that I liave made them.

8 But Noah found grace ifi the eyes of the

Lord.

Uaphtorah in Isaiah xlii. 5-21 ; the Germans read to xliii. 11.

SECTION II. NOACH, n:.

9 ^ These are the generations of Noah:
Noah was a just, perfect man in his genera-

tions; Noah walked with God.

10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

11 And the earth was corrupt before God

;

and the earth was filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and
behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had cor-

ri^ted his way" upon the earth.

13 Tl And God said unto Noah, The end of

all flesh is come before me ; for the earth is

filled with violence through them, and I will

destroy them with*" the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher-wood,

rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt

pitch it within and without with pitch

.

15 And this is the manner in which thou

shalt make it : The length of the ark shall be

three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty

cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

16 A window" shalt thou make to the ark,

and thou shalt finish it above, to be one cubit

broad, and the door of the ark shalt thou set

in the side thereof; with lower, second, and
third stories shalt thou make it.

17 And as regards myself, behold, I will

bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to de-

stroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life,

from under the heavens ; every thing that is

on the earth'' shall perish.

18 But I will establish my covenant with
thee ; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou,

and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons'

wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing, of all flesh,

two of every sort shalt thou bring into the

ark, to keep them alive with thee : male and
female shall they be.

* Since to please God is called " walking" with him,
a corruption of morals is properly termed " corrupting

one's way."
' Philippson, "from." ° Idem, "openings for light."
' "On the earth,"—this would except the animals in-

15

20 Of the fowls after their kind, and of the

cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing

of the earth after its kind, two of every sort

shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And thou, for thy part, take unto thee

of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather

it to thee ; and it shall be unto thee, and unto

them for food.

22 Thus did Noah ; according to aU that

God commanded him, so he did.*

CHAPTER VII.

1 And the Lord said unto Noah, Come
thou and all thy household into the ark ; for

thee have I seen righteous before me in this

generation.

2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to

thee seven pair of each, the male and his fe-

male ; and of beasts that are not clean two
pair, the male and his female.

3 Also of the fowls of the heaven, seven

pair of each, the male and the female ; to keep
seed alive upon the face of all the earth.

4 For after only seven days more, I will

cause it to rain upon the earth forty daj's and
forty nights : and I will blot out every living

substance that I have made from off the face

of the earth.

5 And Noah did all just as the Lord com-
manded him.

6 And Noah was six hundred years old

when the flood of waters was upon the earth.

7 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his

wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the

ark, because of the waters of the flood.

8 Of the clean beasts, and of the beasts

that are not clean, and of the fowls, and of

every thing that creepeth" upon the earth,

9 Two pair of each went in unto Noah
into the ark, the male and the female, as God
had commanded Noah.

10 And it came to pass, after the seven days,

that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

11 In the six hundreth year of Noah's life,

in the second month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, on this same day, were all the

fountains of the great deep broken up, and
the windows' of heaven were opened.

habiting the waters, and they would thus seem not to have

been destroyed by the flood.

* Philippson renders hero and elsewhere, " which
moveth :" the same version is also used here, ver. 21.

' Figurative expression to denote the immense mass of

9



GENESIS VII. VIII. NOACIi.

12 And the rain fell upon the earth forty

(lays and forty nights.

13 On that self-same day entered Noah,

and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of

Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives

of his sons with them, into the ark
;

_

14 They, and every beast after his kind,

and all the cattle after their kind, and every

creeping thing that crecpeth upon the earth

after its kind, and every fowl after his kind,

every bird, every thing that hath wings.

15 And they went in unto Noah into the

ark, two" pair of each, of all flesh, wherein is

the breath of life.

IG And they that went in, went in male

and female of all flesh, as God had com-

manded him : and then the Lord shut him in.*

17 And the flood was forty days upon the

earth ; and the waters increased, and bore up

the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth.

18 And the waters prevailed,'' and w^ere in-

creased greatly upon the earth : and the ark

floated along upon the face of the waters.

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly

upon the earth ; and all the high mountains

that are under the wdiole heavens were

covered.

20 Fifteen cubits above them did the

waters prevail ; and the mountains were

(thus) covered.

21 And all flesh perished that moved upon

the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of

beast, and of every creeping thing that creep-

eth upon the earth, and every man.
22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of

life, of all that were on the dry land, died.

23 And it" swept ofi" every living sub.stance

which was upon the face of the ground, both

man, and cattle, and creeping things, and
fowls of the heaven; and they were swept

from the earth; and Noah only was left,

together with tho.se that were with him in

the ark.

24 And the waters prevailed upon tlie

earth one hundred and fifty days.

water which poured down upon the earth, which appeared

an though windows had been opened in the body of the

atmosphere, from which the flood issued forth constantly

in resistless strength.
* Meaning " at liuist two," not excluding the remainder

of the seven ordered of certain kinds.
' That is, " they increased in mass, covering the earth."
' The flood, referring thus to the nominative mentioned

in verse 17.

10

CHAPTER VIII.

1 And God remembered Noah, and every

living thing,'' and all the cattle that were

with him in thoark : and God caused a wind
to pass over the earth, and the waterswere
assuaged

;

2 The fountains also of the deep, and the

windows of heaven were stopped; and the

rain from heaven was restrained.

3 And the waters returned from ofi" the

earth, gradually returning ; and the waters

were abated after the end of the hundred and
fifty days.

4 And the ark rested in the seventh

month, on the seventeenth day of the month,

upon the mountains of Ararat.

5 And the waters decreased continually

until the tenth month ; in the tenth month,

on the first day of the month, were the t^ps

of the mountains seen

;

6 And it came to pass at the end of forty

days, that Noah opened the window of the

ark which he had made

;

7 And he sent forth" a' raven which went
forth to and fro, until the waters were dried

up from ofi" the earth.

8 He then sent forth a' dove from him, to

see if the waters were abated from ofl' the

face of the ground.

9 But the dove found no resting-place for

the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him
unto the ark ; for there was water on the face

of the whole earth ; then he put forth his

hand, and took her, and brought her in unto

him into the ark.

10 And he stayed yet other seven days,

and again he sent forth the dove out of the

ark.

11 And the dove came in to him at the

time of the evening; and, lo, an olive-leaf

plucked ofl' was in her mouth ; so Noah knew
that the waters were abated from oft' the

earth.

12 And he stayed yet other seven days.

" After Aben Ezra, who includes under the term rrn the

birds and creeping things likewise.

" The non-return of the birds was to be a sure sign of

their finding the earth again fit for their habitation.

' Heb. " The," moaning the birds known as raven

and dove : the definite article is often so used in

Scripture, to denote a nunknown individual of a known
species.
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and sent forth tlie dove ; but she returned not

again unto him any more.

13 And it came to pass in the six hun-

dredth and first year, in the first month, on the

first day of the month, that the waters were

dried up from off the earth ; and Noah re-

moved the covering of the ark, and looked,

and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.

14: And in the second month, on the seven

and twentieth day of the month, was the earth

perfectly dried up.*

15 ][ And God spoke unto Noah, saying,

16 Go forth from the ark, thou, and thy

wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with

thee.

17 Every living thing that is with thee, of

all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the

earth, bring forth with thee ; that they may
breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruit-

ful, and multiply upon the earth.

18 And Noah went forth, and his sons,

and his wife, and his sons' wives with him.

19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and
every fowl, whatsoever creepeth upon the

earth, after their families, went forth out of

the ark.

20 And Noah built an altar unto the Lord,

and he took of every clean cattle, and of every

clean fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the

altar.

21 And the Lord smelled the sweet savour

;

and the Lord said in his heart, I will not

again curse the ground any more for the sake

of man; although" the imagination of man's

heart is evil from his youth : neither will I

again smite any more every thing living, as I

have done.

22 All the while the earth remaineth,

seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and

summer and winter, and daj' and night,

shall not cease.

CHAPTER IX.

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and

" This is Aknheim's version : others have it " because,"

which then convejs the idea that since man is so consti-

tuted, it would be unjust to punish all, as had been done.
'' That is, "your power," or "your disposal."

° Our tradition says, that this prohibits the eating of

any part of a living animal, 'nn ]a l^N : this barbarous

custom is not yet extinct in some parts of the East.

*The Noachitic commandments are, according to the

Talmud: 1. The exercise of justice ; 2. The worship of

God, or the prohibition of blasphemy ; 3. The prohibition

said unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth.

2 And the fear of you, and the dread of
you, shall be upon every beast of the earth,

and upon every fowl of the heaven ; whatever
is that moveth upon the earth, and all the
fishes of the sea, are delivered into your
hand."

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be
yours for food ; even as the green herbs have
I given you all things.

4 But flesh in which its life is," which is

its blood, shall ye not eat.

5 Your blood, however, on which your
lives depend, will I require : at the hand of

every beast will I require it ; and at the hand
of man, at the hand of every man's brother

will I require the life of man.
6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man

shall his blood be shed f for in the image of

God made he man.
7 And you, be 3'e fruitful, and multiply

;

bring forth abundantly on the earth, and
multiply thereon.*

8 ^ And God spoke unto Noah, and to his

sons with him, saying,

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant
with you, and with your seed after you

;

10 And with every living creature that is

with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of

every beast of the earth with you, from all

those that go out of the ark, for every beast

of the earth.

11 And I will establish my covenant with

you; and all flesh shall not be cut off any
more by the waters of a" flood ; neither shall

there be any more a flood to destroy the

earth.

12 And God said, This is the token of the

covenant which I make' between me and j-ou,

and every living creature that is with you,

for pei'petual generations.

13 My bow I do*^ set in the cloud, and it

shall be for a token of the covenant between

me and the earth.

of idolatry; 4. The prohibition of incest; 5. The prohibi-

tion of murder; 6. The prohibition of theft; 7. The pro-

hibition of eating the flesh of a live animal.
' Properly, " the flood," meaning that well-known

quantity of water which constitutes a flood. See above,

note to viii. 7.

' Heb. "place," or "set."
^ Heb. " I have set," indicating that the rainbow

previously existing was appointed the sign of the new
covenant.

U
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14 And it shall come to pass, that, when I
j]

hrinj; a cloud over the earth, and the bow !l

shall \)ii fcen in the cloud,
|

10 I will remeinlKT my covenant, which
|

is between me and you and every living

creature of all ilesh ; and the waters shall

no more Ix'come a Hood to destroy all Ilesh. i

10 And the bow shall be in the cloud ; and

I will look upon it, that I may remember the
j

everlasting covenant lx;tween God and every
i

living creature, of all Ilesh, that is upon the

earth.

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the!

token of the covenant which I have estarj

bUshed between me and all flesh that is upon
[

the earth.*
j

15 ^ And the sons of Noah that went forth I

from the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and
Japhcth ; and Ham was the father of Canaan. '

19 These three were the sons of Noah,
and of them was the whole earth overspread.

20 And Noah, who was a husbandman,
began his work, and he planted a vineyard.

21 And he drank of the wine, and became
drunken ; and he uncovered himself within

his tent.

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw
the nakedness of his father, and told it his

two brothers without.

23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment,

and laid it upon both* their shoulders, and
went backward, and covered the nakedness

of their father; and their faces were turned

backward, and they saw not their father's

nakedness.

24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and
discovered what his younger son had done
unto him.

25 And he said. Cursed Ixi Canaan ; a ser-

vant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.

26 And he said, Blessed be the Loiin, the

God of Shem ; and Canaan shall be a servant

unto them.
|

27 May God enlarge the boundaries of

Japhcth, and may he dwell in the tents of

Shem ; and Canaan .thall be a servant unto
them.

Il

28 And Noah lived after the flood three

hundred and fifty years.

29 And all the days of Noah were nine

hundred and fifty years ; and he died.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ Now these are the generations of the

sons of Noah : Shem, Ham, and Japheth

;

and unto them were sons born after the flood.

2 The sous ofJapheth : Gomer, and Magog,
and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and
Meshech, and Tiras.

3 And the sons of Gomer : Ashkenaz, and
Riphath, and Togarmah.

4 And the sons of Javan: Elishah, and
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.

5 From these were separated the isles'' of

the nations in their lands, ever}' one after

his tongue ; after their families, in their na-

tions.

G And the sons of Ham: Cush, and Miz-

rayim, and Put, and Canaan.
7 And the sons of Cush : Seba, and Havi-

lah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha;

and the sons of Raamah : Sheba, and Dedan.

8 And Cush begat Nimrod ; he began to be

a mighty'^ man on the earth.

9 He was a mighty hunter before the Lord;
wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod, a
mighty hunter before the Lord.

10 And the begimiing'' of his kingdom was
Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in

the land of Shinar.

1

1

Out of that land went forth Asshur," and
built Nineveh, and the city Rechoboth, and
Calach,

12 And Ret.-:on between Nineveh and Ca-
lach ; the same is the great city.

13 And Mizrayim Ixjgat the Ludim, and
Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuchim,

14 And the Pathru^sim, and Casluchim,
(out of whom came the Pelishtim,) and the

Caphtorim.

15 And Canaaia begat Sidon his first-born,

and Ileth,

10 And the Jebusite, and the Emorite, and
the Girgaabite,

* " And Ihcy both placed it on their shoulder."

—

Aben
j

* " Tho chief town."

—

Onkf.i.os.
Ezra.

|

• Mco(leli«.«nhn and others, " He (Nimrod) went forth
' I'hilippson and others render thisi "country," or ft dis- ' to Asshur ;" but tho version in tho text is according to

tricl with (lefino<l limltji, as the iMand is defined by the sea. the ancient-'', namely, that Asshur emigrated froiu Babel
• Philippiion, "ruler," and supposes him to have been Ac., aud built Niucvuh, &c

the first king.
||

l::
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17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and

the Sinite,

18 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite,

and the Hamathite ; and afterward were the

families of the Canaanites spread abroad.

19 And the border of the Canaanites was

from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaz-

zah ; as thou goest unto Sodom and Gomorrah,

and Admah, and Zeboyim, even unto Lesha.

20 These are the sons of Ham, after their

families, after their tongues, in their countries,

in their nations.

21 Tl But unto Shem also, the father of all

the children of Eber," the brother of Japheth

the elder, were children born.

22 The sons of Shem : Elam, and Asshur,

and Arpachshad, and Lud, and Aram.

23 And the children of Aram : Uz, and

Hul, and Gether, and Mash.

24 And Arpachshad begat Shelach; and

Shelach begat Eber.

25 And unto Eber were born two sons;

the name of one was Peleg, for in his days

was the earth divided; and his brother's name

was Joktan.

26 And Joktan begat Almodad, and She-

leph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerach,

27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,

28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba,

29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab

;

all these were the sons of Joktan.

30 And their dwelling was from Mesha, as

thou goest unto Sephar, the mount of the east.

31 These are the sons of Shem, after their

families, after their tongues, ia their lands,

after their nations.

32 These are the families of the sons of

Noah, after their generations, in their nations;

and from these were the nations separated on

the earth after the flood.
'•"

CHAPTER XI.

1 T[ And the whole earth was of one lan-

guage, and of one kind of words.

* No doubt derived from the root 1^}f 'Ahar, " to pass

over," whence Q-^zy 'Ihriyim, Ibrews, or those who came

from over Euphrates to enter Palestine; and hence

Abraham the Hebrew, who was so called because he came

from Mesopotamia, or perhaps, because of his descent from

'Eber. The H is not in the original, which is only 'Ibri,

and would require it to be written Ebrew. The term,

however, in its primitive meaning, was applied to the sons

of Joktan, besides the Israelites, who have been thus de-

noted exclusively ever since the time of Moses.

' After Arnheim, who takes mpo as simply denoting

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed

toward'' the east, that they foimd a plain in

the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.

3 And they said one to another. Go to, let

us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.

And thus the brick served them for stone,

and slime" served them for mortar.

4 And they said. Go to, let us build our-

selves a city, and a tower, the top of which

may reach unto heaven ; and let us make

ourselves a name, lest we be scattered abroad

upon the face of the whole earth.

5 And the Lord came down to see the city

and the tower, which the children of man
were building.

6 And the Lord said. Behold, it is one

people, and they have all one language, and

this is the first thing they undertake to do;

and now shall they not be restrained in all

which they have imagined to do?

7 Go to, let us go down, and confound

there their language, that they may not

understand one another's speech.

8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from

there over the face of all the earth ;
and they

left off to build the city.

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel,"

because the Lord did there confound the lan-

guage of all the earth ; and from there did the

Lord scatter them abroad over the face of all

the earth.

10 ]y These are the generations of Shem:

Shem, when a hundred years old, begat

Arpachshad, two years after the flood.

11 And Shem lived after he had begotten

Arpachshad five hundred years; and begat

sons and daughters.

12 ^ And Arpachshad lived five and thirty

years, and begat Shelach.

13 And Arpachshad lived after he had be-

gotten Shelach four hundred and three" years;

and begat sons and daughters.

14
II
And Shelach lived thirty years, and

begat Eber.

" from Ararat," which, though properly to the north-west of

Shinar, yet was to the east of Palestine and Egypt, where

the Israelites, and consequently Moses the writer of the

books of the law, lived. Others again imagine that an

emigration to the east proper may have taken place before,

and they were then journeying back to Shinar.

" A peculiar earthy adhesive substance of that country.

* From BahlalSSa " to mingle."
= Remarkable decrease of the length of human life.

When before the flood the age of man reached to near a

thousand years, as was the case also with Noah
:
Shem
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15 And Shclacli lived after he had begotten

Eber four hundred and three years; and begat

sons and daughters.

16 T[ And Eber lived four and thirty years,

and begat Peleg.

17 And Eber lived after he had begotten

Peleg four hundred and thirty j^ears; and
begat sons and daughters.

18 T[ And Peleg lived thirty years, and
begat Reii.

19 And Peleg lived after he had begotten

Reii two hundred and nine years; and begat

sons and daughters.

20 ^ And Reii lived two and thirty j-ears,

and begat Serug.

21 And Reii lived after he had begotten

Serug two hundred and seven years ; and be-

gat sons and daughters.

22 ^ And Serug lived thirty years, and
begat is^achor.

23 And Serug lived after he had begotten
Nachor two hundred years; and begat sous

and daughters.

24 Tf And Nachor lived nine and twenty
years, and begat Tei-ach.

25 And Nachor lived after he had begotten
Terach a hundred and nineteen years ; and
begat sons and daughters.

26 ][ And Terach lived seventy years, and
begat Abram, Nachor, and Harau.

27 Now these are the generations of Te-
rach : Terach begat Abram, Nachor, and
Haran ; and Harau begat Lot.

28 And Haran died before his father Te-
rach in the laud of his nativity, in Ur of the
Chaldees.*

29 And Abram and Nachor took themselves
wives; the name of Abram's wife was Sarai;

and the name of Nachor's wife was Milcah,

the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah,

and the father of Yiscah.

30 ButSarai was barren; she had no child.

31 And Terach took Abram his son, and

lived only six hundred years, and his son four hundred
and thirty-eight, till Abraham reached but one hundred
and sevcnty-tive years, and in Jloses's time the years of

man were reduced to mere " threescore and ten." May
we not discover in this circumstance a wise Providence ?

If the people before the flood, trusting in their long
stay on earth, forgot their Maker, the speedy accounta-

bility in those of later times was well calculated to make
them reflect on their conduct. Besides this, the decrease

of human life was gradual, which would seem to be owing
to the necessity of leaving, in the first ages, life sufficiently

long to enable mankind to people the earth by degrees.

Lot, the son of Haran, his son's son, and
Sarai his daughter-iu-law, the wife of his son
Abram ; and they went forth with them from
Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of
Canaan ; and they came unto Charan, and
dwelt there.

32 Ajid the days of Terach were two hun-
dred and five years; and Terach died in

Charan.

Ilaphtorah in Isaiah liv. 1-10 ; the Germans read to Iv. 5.

SECTION IIL LECH LECHA,
-f^

']h.

CHAPTER XIL
1 ][ Now the Lord had said unto Abram,

Get thee out of thy country, and out thy
birthplace, and from thy father's hou.se, unto
the land that I will show thee.

2 And I will make of thee a great nation,

aud I wall bless thee, and make thy name
great ; and thou shalt be a blessing :*

3 And I will bless those that bless thee,

and him*" that curseth thee, will I curse ; and
in thee" shall all families of the earth be
blessed.

4 So Abram departed, as the Lord had
spoken unto him, and Lot went with him;
and Abram was seventy aud five years old at

his departure out of Charan.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot
his brother's son, and all their substance that

they had acquired, and the jrersons'' that they
had obtained in Charan; aud they went forth

to go into the land of Canaan ; and they came
into the laud of Canaan.

6 And Abram passed through the land
unto the place" of Shechem, unto the plain of

Moreh; and the Cauaanite was then in the laud.

7 And the Lord appeared unto Abram,
aud said, Unto thy seed will I give this laud.

And he built there an altar unto the Lord,
who had appeared unto him.

* " So great shall be thy blessing and prosperity, that

thou shall become a blessing to others ; for when a man
•shall bless his son, he will say to him, May the Lord blosa

thee with Abraham's blessing."

—

Dubno.
* " In the singular ; for few would curse Abraham,

whilst many would bless him."

—

Idkm.
° "Through thee, for thy sake and thy merit."

—

Idem.
'' English ver.-iion, " souls." " And the souls whom

they had subjected to the Law."

—

Onkelos. But the

simple aud evident meaniug is, '' the servants and follow-

ers whom they have obtained control of."

• That is, " where Shechem was afterward built."
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8 And he removed from there unto the

mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched

his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and 'Ai

on the east ; and he built thex'e an altar unto

the Lord, and called upon the name" of the

Lord. ^

9 And Abram journeyed farther, still go-

ing on toward the south.

10 ][ And there arose a famine in the

land : and Abram went down into Egypt*" to

sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in

the land.

11 And it came to pass, when he was
come near to enter into Egypt, that he said

unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that

thou art a woman of handsome appearance

:

12 And it may come to pass, when the

Egyptians shall see thee, that they will say.

This is his wife; and they may kill irie, but
thee they will save alive.

13 Say then, I pray thee, thou art my
sister, that it may go well with me for thy
sake, and my soul live because of thee.*

14 And it came to pass, when Abram was
come into Egypt, that the Egyptians beheld

the woman that she was very fair.

15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her,

and commended her to Pharaoh; and the

woman was taken into Pharaoh's house.

16 And he did well to Abram for her

sake; and he received sheep, and oxen, and
he-asses, and men-servants, and maid-servants,

and she-asses, and camels.

17 But the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his

house with great plagues because of Sarai,

Abram's wife.

18 And Pharaoh called" Abram, and said.

What is this that thou hast done unto me ?

Why didst thou not tell me that she is thy
wife?

19 Why saidst thou, She is my sister?

and so I took her to me for a wife ; now there-

fore, behold, here is thy wife, take her, and
go thy way.

20 And Pharaoh commanded some men

" Aben Ezra, "or, called the people together to serve

the Lord."
"' Because Egypt was better cultivated than Canaan,

which was generally inhabited by the nomadic tribes in

the days of the patriarchs.

° That is, "had him called."

^ The south of Palestine ; for, correctly speaking, Abra-
ham travelled northward from Egypt, but still the first part

of Palestine he reached on his return was "the south" thereof.

concerning him, who accompanied him and
his wife, and all that he had.

CHAPTER XIIL
1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he,

and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot
with him. into the south.*

2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in

silver, and in gold.

3 And he went on his journeys from the
south even to Beth-el, unto the place where
his tent had been at the beginning, between
Beth-el and 'Ai

;

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he
had made there at the first ; and Abram called

there on the name of the Lord.*

5 And Lot also, who went with Abram,
had flocks, and herds, and tents.

6 And the land was not able to bear them,
that they might dwell together ; for their sub-

stance was great, so that they could not dwell
together.

7 And there arose a strife between the

herdmen of Abram's cattle, and the herdmen
of Lot's cattle : and the Canaanite and the
Perizzite dwelled then in the land.

8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be
no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee,

and between my herdmen and thy herdmen

;

for we are near relatives.

9 Is not the whole land before thee ? Sepa-

rate thyself, I pray thee, from me : if thou
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the

right ; or if thou depart to the right, then I

will go to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld

all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered
everywhere; before" the Lord destroyed So-

dom and Gomorrah, (it was) like the garden
of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, till thou
comest unto Zoiir.

11 Then Lot chose himself all the plain

of Jordan ; and Lot journeyed east / and
they separated themselves the one from the

other.

° This version, somewhat differing from the English

Bible, is according to Rashi and others, .ind removes the

obscurity which otherwise exists. The second part of this

verse must thus be regarded as a parathesis explaining the

character of the plain of the Jordan, which Lot chose for

his habitation.

' The same construction again as above, xi. 2, Dipo, " to

the cast," instead of "from."
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12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan;

and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and

pitched his tents, till close to Sodom.

13 But the men of Sodom were wicked

and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.

14 And the Lord said unto Abram, after

Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thy

eyes, and look from the place where thou art,

nortliward, and southward, and eastward, and

westward

;

15 For all the land which thou seest,

to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for

ever.

IG And I will make thy seed as the dust

of the earth ; so that if a man can number
the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also

be numbered.
17 Arise, walk through the land in the

length of it and in the breadth of it ; for unto

thee will I give it.

18 Then Abram pitched his tent, and came
and dwelt in the grove* of Mamre, w^hich is in

Hebron ; and he built there an altar unto the

Loud.'"'

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ^ And it came to pass, in the days of Am-
raphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,

Kedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of

Goyim

;

2 That these made war with Bera king

of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah,

Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king

of Zeboyim, and the king of Bela, which is

Zoar.

3 All these joined together in the vale of

Siddim, which is now the salt sea.

4 Twelve years had they served Kedor-

laomer, but in the thirteenth year they re-

belled.

5 And in the fourteenth year came Kedor-

laomer, and the kings that were with him,

and they smote the Repha'im in Ashteroth-

karnayim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the

Emim in Shaveh-kiriathayim,

C And the Horites in their mountain

• Mendelssohn, after Aben Ezra, translates the word

(iSk in this manner, since it is used to express " tree" in

many places. Onkelos, however, calls it " plain."

' The pits. Compare with Kxod. xxi. 33, whcrt nat?,

like here, refers to tlie pit into which the animal falls; not

"there," as in the Kiigli.sli version.

° Brother, in Hebrew, denotes frequently a near rela-

16

Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wilder-

ness.

7 And they returned, and came to En-
mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the

country of the Amalekites, and also the Emor-
ites, that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.

8 And then went out the king of Sodom,
and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of

Admah, and the king of Zeboyim, and the

king of Bela, (the same is Zoar ;) and they

joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim

;

9 With Kedorlaomer king of Elam, and
with Tidal king of Goyim, and Amraphel
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar;

four kings with five.

10 And the vale of Siddim was full of

slime-pits; and the kings of Sodom and Go-

morrah fled, and fell therein ;'' and they that

remained fled to the mountain.

11 And they took all the goods of Sodom
and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went
their way.

12 And they took Lot, Abram's brother's

son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and

departed.

13 And there came one that had escaped,

and told it to Abram the Hebrew; but he

dwelt in the grove of Mamre the Emorite,

brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner, and

these were confederates of Abram.
14 And w'hen Abram heard that his

brother" was taken captive, he armed his

trained servants, born in his own house, three

hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto

Dan.-^

15 And he divided himself against them,

he and his servants, by night, and smote them,

and pursued them unto Ilobah, which is on

the left liand of Damascus.

IG And he brought back all the goods;

and he also brought again his brother Lot,

and his goods, and also the women, and the

people.

17 And the king of Sodom went out to

meet him (after his return from smiting Ke-

dorlaomer, and the kings that were with him)

tive, for above he ia called, as he was, Abram's brother's

son.
* Perhaps another city than the ancient Laish, though

evidently in the same neighbourhood. If a eonjeeture

may be hazarded, it may have been a place of resort for

judgment, from |n <loii, in the north, as 'En-mishpat, i.e.

"the spring of judgment," was at the south of Palestine
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at the valley of Shaveli, which is the kings'

dale.

18 And Malkizedek king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine ; and he was a priest of

the most high God.
19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed

be Abram of the most high God, the possessor

of heaven and earth.

20 And blessed be the most high God, who
hath delivered thy enemies into thy hand.

And he gave him tithes of all.*

21 And the king of Sodom said unto
Abram, Give me the persons, and the goods
take to thyself.

22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I

have lifted up my hand unto the Lord, the most
high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,

23 That I will not" take from a thread

even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not

take any thing that is thine ; lest thou shouldst

say, I have made Abram rich:

24 Save only that which the young men
have eaten, and the portion of the men who
went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre

—

these may take their portion.

CHAPTER XV.
1 ][ After these things the word of the Lord

came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear
not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy reward
shall be exceedingly great.

2 And Abram said. Lord God, what wilt

thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the

steward of my house is Eliezer of Damascus ?

3 And Abram said, Behold to me thou
hast given no seed ; and lo, one born in my
house will be my heir.

4 And behold, the word of the Lord came
unto him, saying. This one shall not be thy
heir ; but he that shall come forth out of thy
own bowels shall be thy heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and
said, Look now toward the heaven, and count
the stars, if thou be able to count them ; and
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.

' Abraham's disinterestedness and true faith. God had
promised to make him great ; and hence, though he had
expended time and treasure, and exposed his life in the
assault he made upon the conquerors of many nations, he
refused to be benefited through the munificent oflFer of the

king of Sodom.
^ Onkelos and Rashi render, "three heifers," &c.
' The inhabitants of the land wherein the seed of Abra-

ham was to dwell : see next verse.

C

G And he believed in the Lord; and he
accounted it to him for righteousness.*

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lord
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees,

to give unto thee this land, to inherit it.

8 And he said, Lord God, whereby shall I

know that I shall inherit it ?

9 And he said unto him. Take me a heiler

of three'' years old, and a she-goat of three
years old, and a ram of three j'ears old, and a
turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these, and
divided them in the midst, and laid each piece

one opposite the other; but the birds he did
not divide.

11 And the birds of prey came down upon
the carcasses ; but Abram drove them away.

12 And when the sun was about going

down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram ; and lo,

a horror, dark and great, fell upon him.

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a
surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a

land which is not theirs, and they" will make
them serve, and they will afflict them four

hundred years.

14 And also that nation whom they shall

serve, will I judge; and afterward shall they

go out with great substance.

15 But thou shalt come to thy fathers in

peace ; thou shalt be bui'ied in a good old age.

16 Yet the fourth'' generation shall come
hither again ; for the iniquity of the Emorites
will not be full until then.

17 And it came to pass, when the sun had
gone down, and it was dark, that behold a

smoking furnace, and a burning flame,' which
passed between those pieces.

18 On the same day the Lord made a

covenant with Abram, saying. Unto thy seed

have I given this land, from the river of Egypt
unto the great river, the river Euphrates;

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and
the Kadmonites,

20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites,

and the Eepha'im,

* The fourth generation of those who go down to that

land, which was Egypt.

—

R.\shi.
° It was customary in olden times, for contracting par-

ties to cut up animals and pass alternately through the

pieces, (Jer. xsxiv. 18;) therefore was the fire seen

passing through the members of the animals which Abra-
ham had placed, as the evident representative of the Lord
who that day made " the covenant between the pieces"

with the patriarch.

17
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21 And the Emorites, and the Canaanites,

and the Girgashites, and the Jebiisites.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 ^ Now Sarai, Abrara's wife, bore him no

children; and she had an Egyptian handmaid,

whose name was Hagar.

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold

now, the Lord hath restrained me from bear-

ing : go in, I pray thee, unto my maid ; it may
be that I may obtain" children by her. And
Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

3 And Sarai, Abi-am's wife, took Hagar,

the Egyptian, her maid, after Abram had

dwelt ten years in the land** of Canaan, and

gave her to her husband Abram to be his

wife.

4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she

conceived; and when she saw that she had

conceived, her mistress became of little esteem

in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, I suffer"

wrong through thee; I have placed my maid

into thy bosom ; and when she saw that she

had conceived, I became of little esteem in her

eyes: may the Lord judge between me and

thee.

G But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy

maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth

thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her,

she fled from her ftice.

7 And an angel of the Lord found her by
a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the

fountain on the way to Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence
camest thou? and whither wilt thou go?

And she said, From the face of my mistress

Sarai I am fleeing.

9 And the angel of the Lord said unto her,

Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself

under her hands.

10 And the angel of the Lord said unto

• Heb. "Bo built up from her."
^ Literally, "at the end of ten years of Abram's resi-

dence in," &c.
' Others render, " My wrong be upon thee."

^ Yiahniang-el, " God will hear."
• This version is according to Onkelos. Mendelssohn's

version is : " Thou art a visible God ; for she said, Have
I then seen any thing after he that saw me had departed ?"

Arriheim again is very bold : " Thou art the God of the

appearance (of propliccy) ; for she said, Do I now see

here tlio least, after I have seen (clearly)?" A. distin-

guislies between lio'i of Marali, >xi or TMtio, "appearance,

indistinct vision," and Horh or Marrh, ns"i, ns"t:3, "dis-
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her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly,

that it shall not be numbered for multi-

tude.

11 And the angel of the Lord said imto

her, Behold, thou art with child, and wilt bear

a son, and thou shalt call his name Ishmael;''

because the Lord hath heard thy affliction.

12 And he will be a wild man; his hand
will be against every man, and every man's
hand against him; and in the presence of all

his brethren shall he dwell.

LS And she called the name of the Lord
that spoke unto her. Thou art an all-seeing

God ; for she said. Have I not also seen here

a vision after he appeared to me ?"

1-1 Wherefore the well was called Beer-

lachai-roi:'^ behold, it is between Kadesh and
Bered.

15 And Hagar bore Abram a son ; and
Abram called the name of his son, whom Ha-
gar bore, Ishmael.

16 And Abram was eighty and six years

old, when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 And when Abram was ninety and nine

years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and

said unto him, I am the Almighty^ God; walk
before me, and be thou perfect.

2 And I will make my covenant between

me and thee, and I will multiply thee exceed-

ingly.

3 And Abram fell on his face, and God
spoke with him, saying,

4 As for me, behold my covenant is with

thee, and thou shalt become the father of a

multitude of nations.

5 Neither shall thy name any more be

called Abram, but thy name shall be Abra-

ham; for the father of a multitude of nations

have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceedingly fruit-

tinct seeing and clear vision." (See also Numb, xii, 6, 8.)

Hagar then meant that God w.is merely such a one as ap-

pears to man in an indistinct, shadowy vision or image,

not a substantial bodily being ; since she saw nothing any

more after she had had the object speaking before her.

—

It is a difficult ver.se, and (,)nkolos seems to me to be

nearer tlio truth than the later authorities.

' " The well where the angel of the Living One was

made manifest."

—

Onkelos.
' This, Kl-Shadi).\i, is the first appellation which we

find God to have assumed : the other terms were merely

applied to him by mankind. The second revelation of his

name is in E.xodus vi. 2, 3.
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ful, and I will cause thee to become nations

;

and kings shall come out of thee.*

7 And I will establish my covenant be-

tween me and thee and between thy seed after

thee in their generations for an everlasting

covenant ; to be a God unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee.

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee, the land wherein thou so-

journest, all the land of Canaan, for an ever-

lasting possession ; and I will be their God.
9 And God said unto Abraham, But thou,

for thy part, shalt keep my covenant, thou,

and thy seed after thee, in their generations.

10 This is my covenant, which ye shall

keep, between me and between you, and be-

tween thy seed after thee : Every man-child

among you shall be circumcised.

11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of
your foreskin ; and this shall serve as the

token of the covenant between me and you.

12 And at eight days old shall every man-
child in your generations be circumcised among
you, he that is born in the house, or bought
with money of any stranger, who is not of thy
seed.

13 He that is bom in thy house, and he
that is bought with thy money, must needs

be circumcised ; and my covenant shall be in

your flesh for an everlasting covenant.

14 And any uncircumcised male," who cir-

cumciseth not the flesh of his foreskin, that

soul shall be cut ofi" from his people ; he hath
broken my covenant.

15 ]| And God said unto Abi'aham, As for

Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah* shall her name be.

16 And I will bless her, and give thee also

a son of her; yea I will bless hei", and she

shall become a mother of nations; kings of

people shall spring from her.

17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and
Laughed ; and he said in his heart. Shall a

child be born unto him that is a hundred
years old? and shall Sarah, who is ninety

years old, bear ?

18 And Abraham said unto God, that

Ishmael might live before thee !"

19 And God said, Truly, Sarah thy wife

* " When a person has reached the age of thirteen."

—

Eashi.
'' " Princess." So Abraham signifies Abir-hamone, a

chief of a multitude ; or, Ab-hamone, the father of a multi-

shall bear thee a son ; and thou shalt call his

name Isaac f and I will establish my cove-

nant with hira for an everlasting covenant,
for his seed after him.

20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee

:

behold, I have blessed him, and will make
him fruitful, and will multiply him exceed-
ingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will

make of him a great nation.

21 But my covenant will I establish with
Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear unto thee at

this set time in the next year.

22 And when he had left off" talking with
him, God went up from Abraham.

23 And Abraham now took Ishmael his

son, and all that were born in his house, and
all that were bought with his money, every
male among the men of Abraham's house

;

and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskin

on the self-same day, as God bad spoken
unto him.*

24 And Abraham was ninety and nine

years old, when he was circumcised in the

flesh of his foreskin.

25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years

old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of

his foreskin.

26 On the self-same day was Abraham cir-

cumcised, with Ishmael his son.

27 And all the men of his house, born in

the house, and bought with money of the

stranger, were circumcised with him.

Ilaphtorah in Isaiah, xl. 27 to xli. 16.

SECTION IV. VAYERA, Nin.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 And the Lord appeared unto him in the

grove of Mamre ; while he was sitting at the

door of the tent in the heat of the day.

2 And he lifted up his eyes and looked,

and lo, three men stood near him ; and when
he saw them, he ran to meet them from the

door of the tent, and bowed himself to the

ground

;

3 And he said , My Lord, if now I have
found favour in thy eyes, pass not away, I

pray thee, from thy servant.

4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched,

tude : the first is from Dubno's Commentary, the second

from Ilashi.

° That is, " to please thee."
'' Yitzchak, from pns tzachok, " to laugh."
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and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under

the tree.

5 Ajid I will fetch a morsel of bread, and

comfort ye your heart, after that ye may
pass on ; since ye have once passed by your

servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast

spoken.

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent

unto Sarah, and said. Make ready quickly

three measures of fine meal, knead it, and

make cakes.

7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and

fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it

unto a young man, and he hastened to

dress it.

8 And he took cream and milk, and the

calf which he had dressed, and set it before

them ; and he stood by them under the tree,

and they did eat.

9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah

thy wife ? And he said. Behold, in the tent.

10 And he said, I will certainly return

unto thee at this time next year ;" and lo,

Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah

heard it at the door of the tent, which was

behind him.

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and

well stricken in years; it had ceased to be

with Sarah after the manner of women.
12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself,

saying. After I am waxed old shall I have

pleasure, my lord also being old ?

13 And the Lokd said unto Abraham,

Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I

of a surety bear a child, since I am old ?

14 Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? At
the time appointed I will return unto thee,

at this time next year, and Sarah shall have

a son.*

15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed

not; for she was afraid; but he said, Nay;
indeed thou didst laugh.

16 And the men rose up from there and

* Ra-shi. Arnhcira very ingeniously renders it, " at the

time of the recovery," i. e. of Sarah, after the birth of

the promised child, taking irn for recovery.

" " Love him, because he," &c.—lUsui. " It is revealed

before me that."

—

O.nkelos.
° "I will spare them."—AnEN Ezka and Mendelssohn.

Onkclos agrees with this, but adds, " if they repent,"

against the previous complete destruction " if they do not

repent." llashi explains, " I will visit thera with suffer-

ings, but not make an end of them."
'' Others render, " Pardon the place."

20

looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went

vnili them to bring them on the way.

17 And the Lord said. Shall I hide from

Abraham what I am about doing ?

18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely be-

come a great and mighty nation, and all the

nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ?

19 For I know'' him, that he will command
his children and his household after him, that

they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do

righteousness and justice ; in order that the

Lord may bring upon Abraham that which

he hath spoken concerning him.

20 And the Lord said, Because the cry

against Sodom and Gomorrah is gi-eat, and

because their sin is very grievous

:

21 I will go down now, and see, if they

have done according to the cry against them,

which is come unto me, destruction (shall

come upon them) ; and if not, I will know" it.

22 And the men turned their faces from

there, and went toward Sodom ; but Abraham
stood yet before the Lord.

23 And Abraham drew near, and said. Wilt

thou then destroy the righteous also with the

Avicked ?

24 Peradventure there are fifty righteous

within the city ; wilt thou then also destroy

and not spare'^ the place for the sake of the

fifty righteous that are therein ?

25 Far be it from thee to do after this

manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked,

and that the righteous should be as the

wicked ;'' far be this from thee ; shall the

Judge of all the earth not exercise justice?

20 And the Lord said. If I tuid in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then will I

spare all the place for their sake.

27 And Abraham answered and said, Be-

hold now, I have taken upon me to spealv unto

the Lord, although I am but dust and ashes

:

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the

fifty righteous; wilt thou then destroy all the

" For in case an indiscriminate destruction of the cities

should take place, all the inhabitants, whether good or

wicked, would necessarily have to share the same fate

;

Abraham therefore asked that the mercy which the right-

eous deserved, might, in order to save them, st.iy the doom

which was impending over the cities in which they dwelt

;

and being at once a.ssured that divine justice would dis-

criminate, he grew bolder in his prayer, till at length he

was certified that even ten should cause the suspension of

the punishment.
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city for the (lack of) these five ? And he said,
jj

I will not destroy, if I find there forty and five.
|

29 And he spoke yet again unto him, and i

said, Peradventure there shall he found there

forty. And he said, I will not do it for the
j

sake of the forty.
\

30 And he said. Oh, let not the Lord be

angry, and I will speak : Peradventure there

shall be found there thirty. And he said, I

will not do it, if I find there thirty. ,

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken
|

upon me to speak unto the Lord :
Peradven-

ture there shall be found there twenty. And

he said, I will not destroy, for the sake of the

twenty.

32 And he said. Oh, let not the Lord be

angry, and I will speak yet but this once

:

Peradventure there shall be found there ten.

And he said, I will not destroy, for the sake

of the ten.

33 And the Lord went away, when he had

finished speaking with Abraham ; and Abra-

ham returned unto his place.=='

CHAPTER XIX.

1 And the two angels came to Sodom in

the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate

of Sodom ; and when Lot saw them he rose
j

up to meet them, and he bowed himself with

his face to the ground.

2 And he said. Behold now, my lords,

turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house,

and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and

ye can rise up early, and go on your way.

And they said, Nay ; but we will abide in the

street all night.

8 And he pressed upon them greatly, and

they turned in unto him, and entered into his

house ; and he made them a feast, and baked

unleavened bread, and they did eat.

4 But before they had lain down, the men

of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed

the house round, both old and young, all the

people from every quarter :

5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto

him. Where are the men who came in to thee

this night? bring them out unto us, that we

may know them.

* " Cry" means that the greatness of the sin has be-

come so apparent as to demand, " cry out for," vengeance

against the transgressors. See above, iv. 10; xviii.

20,21

6 And Lot went out unto them, at the

entrance (of the house), and shut the door

after him,

7 And he said, I pray you, my brethren, do

not act wickedly.

8 Behold now, I have two daughters who

have not known man ; let me, I pray you,

bring them out unto you, and do ye to them

as is good in your eyes ; only unto these men

do nothing, since they have once come under

the shadow of my roof

9 And they said, Stand back. And they

said, This one man came in to sojourn, and

he will needs be a judge ; now will we deal

worse with thee than with them. And they

pressed sore upon the man Lot, and they

came near to break the door.

10 But the men put forth their hand, and

pulled^ Lot to them into the house, and the

door they locked.

11 And the men that were at the entrance

of the house they smote with blindness, both

small and great, so that they wearied them-

selves to find the entrance.

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou

here any besides ? a son-in-law, and thy sons,

and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast

in the city, bring out of this place.

13 For we will destroy this place, because

the cry" against them is waxed great before

the face of the Lord ; and the Lord hath sent

us to destroy it.

14 And Lot went out and spoke unto his

sons-in-law, who were to marry'' his daughters,

and said. Arise, get yourselves out of this

place, for the Lord will destroy this city ; but

he seemed as one that jesteth in the eyes of

his sons-in-law.

15 And as the morning dawn arose, the

angels urged Lot, saying. Arise, take thy

wife, and thy two daughters that are here, lest

thou be consumed for the iniquity of the city.

16 And while he yet lingered, the men laid

hold of his hand, and of the hand of his wife,

and of the hand of his two daughters, because

the Lord desired to spare him; and they

brought him forth, and set him without the city.

17 And it came to pass, when they had

I

text as "about to take;" but Rashi divides the words so,

" His sons-in law,—he had two daughters married in the

city; the takers of his daughters,—those to whom those at

' home were betrothed." Aben Ezra also coincides with

' Mendelssohn, who understands the participle in the
1|
this.
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brought them forth abroad, that he said,

Escape for thy life, look not behind thee,

neither sta}^ thou in all the plain ; escape to

the mountain, lest thou be consumed.

18 And Lot said unto them. Oh, not so, my
Lord!

19 Behold now, thy servant hath found

grace in thy eyes, and thou hast magnified

thy kindness, which thou hast showed unto

me in saving my life ; and I cannot escape to

the mountain, lest the evil overtake me, and
I die.

20 Behold now, this city is near to flee

thereunto, and it is little ; oh, let me, I pray

thee, escape thither, (as it is but little,) that

my life may be saved.*

21 And he said unto him, See, I have
favoured thee concerning this thing also, that

I will not overthrow this city, of which thou

hast spoken.

22 Haste thee, escape thither ; for I cannot
do any thing till thou hast come thither.

Therefore was the name of the city called

ZoJir.'

23 The sun rose over the earth, when Lot
entered into Zoar.

24 And the Lord rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire, from the

Lord, out of heaven
;

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all

the plain, and all the inhabitants of the

cities, and that which grew upon the ground.

20 But his wife looked back from behind
him, and she became a pillar of salt.

27 And Abraham got up early in the

morning to the place where he had stood be-

fore the Lord :

28 And he looked toward Sodom and Go-
morrah, and toward all the land of the plain,

and beheld, and lo, smoke went up from the

earth as the smoke of a furnace.''

29 And it came to pa.ss, when God de-

stroyed the cities of the plain, that God re-

membered Abraham," and sent Lot away out

of the midst of the overthrow, when he over-

threw the cities in the which Lot had dwelt.

30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and

' " Little," from mi'lzar.

'' Eng. ver. " the smoke of the country went up," &c.
" Not for any particular merit in Lot, although he was

not 80 corrupt as the othiT men in Sodnm ; but because

he waa a kinsman of Abraham ; for the sake of Abraham's
virtue was Lot spared. (See Gen. xxri. 5 ; Exod. xs. 6.)

22

dwelt in the mountain, and his two daugh-
ters with him, for he feared to dwell in Zoar;
and he dwelt in a cave, he, and his two
daughters.

31 And the first-born said unto the young-
er. Our father is old, and there is not a man
in the country to come in unto us after the

manner of all the earth

:

32 Come, let us make our father drink
wine, and we will lie with him, that we may
preserve seed of our father.

33 And they made their father drink wine
that night ; and the first-born went in, and
lay with her father, and he perceived not

when she lay down, nor when she arose.

34 And it came to pass on the morrow,
that the first-bom said unto the younger. Be-

hold, I lay yesternight with my father; let us

make him drink wine this night also, and go
thou in, and lie with him, that we may pre-

serve seed of our father.

35 And they made their father drink wine
that night also ; and the younger arose, and
lay with him, and he perceived not when she

lay down, nor Avhen she arose.

36 And both the daughters of Lot became
with child by their fiither.

37 And the first-born bore a son, and
called his name MoJib ;'' the same is the father

of the Moiibites unto this day.

38 And the younger, she also bore a son,

and called his name Ben-ammi f the same is

the father of the children of Amraon unto this

day.

CHAPTER XX.
1 T[ And Abraham journeyed from there

toward the south country-, and dwelt between
Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.

2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife,

She is my sister; and Abimelech king of

Gerar sent and took Sarah.

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream
by night,' and said to him. Behold, thou shalt

die for the sake of the woman whom thou hast

taken ; for she is a man's wife.

4 But Abimelech had not come near to

* " From my father," MoUb axn, from Ab 3k.
' "The son of my people," Amnion '.ny, from Ben-

ammi 'n;? p.
' Literally, "in a dream of the night," a species of pro-

phecy specially referred to in Numb. xii. 6j also Gen
xxxi. 11, 24, &c.
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her ; and he said, Lord, wilt thou then slay

also a righteous nation ?*

5 Said he not unto me. She is my sister?

and she, even she herself, said, He is my
brother ; in the integrity of my heart and the

innocency of my hands have I done this.

6 And God said unto him in the dream.

Yea, I also well know that thou hast done

this in the integrity of thy heart; therefore

did I also withhold thee from sinning against

me ; for this cause I suffered thee not to touch

her. ,•£./•!,
7 And now restore the man s wife, lor he

is a prophet, and he will pray for thee, that

thou mayest live; and if thou restore her

not, know thou, that thou shalt surely die,

thou and all that are thine.

8 And Abimelech rose early in the morn-

ing, and called all his servants, and told all

these things in their hearing ; and the men
j

were greatly afraid.

9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and

said unto him. What hast thou done uutous?
j

and in what have I offended thee, that thou 1;

hast brought on me and on my kingdom a li

great sin ? deeds that ought not to be done

,

thou hast done unto me.

10 And Abimelech said unto Abraham,

What sawest thou, that thou didst this thing?
|

11 And Abraham said. Because I thought.

Surely there is no fear of God in this place," i

and they will slay me for the sake of my
wife.

12 And yet indeed she is my sister, the
]

daughter of my father, but not the daughter

of my mother ; and she became my wife.

13 And it came to pass, when God'^ caused

me to wander from my father's house, that I

said unto her. This is thy kindness which

thou shalt show unto me; at every place

whither we shall come, say of me. He is my
brother.

14 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen,

and men-servants, and women-servants, and

gave them unto Abraham, and restored to him

Sarah his wife.

15 And Abimelech said. Behold, my land

is before thee : dwell where it is pleasing in

thy eyes.

16 And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have

given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver

:

behold, this is to thee a covering of the eyes"

unto all that are with thee ; and with all

others thou canst thus justify thyself."

17 And Abraham prayed unto God ; and

God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his

maid-servants, so that they could bear chil-

dren.

18 For the Lord had fast closed up every

womb of the house of Abimelech, because of

Sarah, Abraham's wife.

CHAPTER XXI.

1 Tj
And the Lokd visited Sarah as he had

said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had

spoken.

2 And Sarah conceived, and bore unto

Abraham a son in his old age, at the ap-

pointed time of which God had spoken to

him.

3 And Abraham called the name of his

son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bore

j

to him, Isaac.

4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac,

I at eight days old, as God had commanded

'him.* ,,
5 And Abraham was a hundred years old,

when his son Isaac was born unto him.

6 And Sarah said, God hath made me joy,'

whoever heareth it will laugh concerning me.

7 And she said. Who would have said

unto Abraham, that Sarai should have given

children suck ? yet I have born a son in his

old age.

8 And the child grew, and was weaned;

and Abraham made a great feast the day that

Isaac was weaned.

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the

Egyptian, whom she had born unto Abra-

ham, mocking.

10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast

out this bond-woman and her son ; for the son

' This speech of Abimelech proves that the nations of

Palestine were acquainted with the moral laws :
hence

their transgressions were sinful.

* The beauty, therefore, of his wife would expose him

to the violence of those who might desire to possess them-

selves of her against his will.

° Heb. D-nbx "ns y^'r\r\ " the Gods caused me to wan-

der," the plural of majesty. Compare above, i. 26.

* That is, "a vail," figurative for '-justification."

' Rashi, who makes nno:! the second person past tense

of the Niphal conjugation, which gives the best explana-

tion of this passage. Arnheim makes the word a partici-

ple, and renders the passage, " for all and each who contend

with thee."
' Onkelos. Others render the word ''laughing, thui*

" Grod hath made me cause for laughing."
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of this bond-woman shall not be heir with my
son, with Isaac.

11 And the thing was very grievous in

Abraham's eyes, because of his son.

12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it

not be grievous in thy eyes because of the

lad, and because of thy bond-woman ; in all

that Sarah shall say unto thee, hearken unto

her voice; for in Isaac" shall thy seed be

called.

13 And also of the son of the bond-woman
will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.

14 And Abraham rose up early in the

morning, and took bread, and a bottle'' of water,

and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her

shoulder, and the child, and sent her away;
and she departed, and wandered astray in the

wilderness of Beiir-sheba.

15 And the water was spent from the bot-

tle, and she cast the child under one of the

shrubs.

16 And she went, and seated herself down
at some distance, a good way off, about a bow-
shot ; for she said, I cannot look on when the

child dieth; so she sat at a distance, and
lifted up her voice, and wept.

17 And God heard the voice of the lad;

and an angel of God called to Hagar out of

heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee,

Hagar? Fear not; for God hath heard the

voice of the lad, there where he is.

18 Arise, lift up the lad, and lay hold on
him with thy hand; for I will make of him
a great nation.

19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw
a well of water : and she went, and filled the

bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.

20 And God was with the lad; and he
grew up, and dwelt in the wilderness, and be-

came an archer.

21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Pa-

ran; and his mother took him a wife out of

the land of Egypt.'"

22 ^ And it came to pass at that time, that

Abimelech, and Phichol the chief captain of

* The blessing made on a previous occasion, that all na-

tions should be blessed through the seed of Abrahuni,

was to bo accomplished through Isaac and his descendants,

to the exclusion of Ishmael and the other children tliat

Abraham might have.
^ The water-skin in which travellers carry the neces-

sary supply on their journey tlirough the wilderness.
° "Well of the oath." • Ka.shi, after the Talmud.
° The word " tempt" here must be taken in the sense

24

his host, spoke unto Abraham, saying, God is

with thee in all that thou doest:

2.3 Now therefore swear unto me here by
God, that thou wilt not deal falsely with me,
nor with my son, nor with my son's son; (but)

according to the kindness that I have done
unto thee, shalt thou do unto me, and to

the land wherein thou hast sojourned.

24 And Abraham said, I will swear.

25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech be-

cause of a well of water, which Abimelech's
servants had violently taken away.

26 And Abimelech said, I know not who
hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell

me; nor have I lieard of it except this day.

27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen,

and gave them unto Abimelech ; and both of

them made a covenant.

28 And Abraham set seven ewe-lambs of

the flock, by themselves.

29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham

;

What mean these seven ewe-lambs which thou
hast set by themselves ?

30 And he said. For these seven ewe-lambs
shalt thou take from my hand, that they may
be a witness unto me that I have dug this

well.

31 Wherefore he called that place Beer-

sheba;" because there they swore, both of

them.

32 Thus they made a covenant at Beer-

sheba; then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol

the chiefcaptain of his host, and they returned

into the land of the Philistines.

33 And Abraham planted an orchard'* in

Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of

the Lord, the God of everlasting.

34 And Abraham sojourned in the land of

the Philistines many days.*

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ^ And it came to pass after these things,

that God did tempt" Abraham, and he said

unto him, Abraham, and he said, Behold,

here I am.

oiproving, i. c. God proved Abraham's constancy by the

command to sacrifice Isaac. All the other proofs of faith

hitherto demanded of him were to bo crowned by the wil-

lingness to sacrifice up to the will of God his dearest hope,

the child in whom all the blessings promised him should

be accomplished ; still he obeyed, and did not complain

of the apparent inconsistency of the divine promise with

the present injunction of destroying the very child through

whom this blessing could alono be fulfilled.
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2 And he said, Take now thy son, thy only

one, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get

thee into the land of Moriah; and offer

him there for a burnt-offering upon one of

'the mountains which I will tell thee of.

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morn-
ing, and saddled his ass, and took two of his

young men with him, and Isaac his son ; and
he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and
arose," and went unto the place of which God
had told him.

4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his

eyes, and saw the place afar off.

5 And Abraham said unto his young men.
Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the

lad will go yonder, and we will worship,*" and
then come again to you.

6 And Abraham took the wood for the

burn<>offering, and laid it upon Isaac his

eon ; and he took in his hand the fire and
the knife; and they went both of them to-

gether.

7 And Isaac spoke unto Abraham his

father, and said, My father; and he said.

Here am I, my son. And he said. Behold,

here is the fire and the wood ; but where is

the lamb for a burnt-offering ?

8 And Abraham said, God will provide

himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, my
son f so they went both of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God
had told him of; and Abraham built there an
altar, and laid the wood in order, and bound
Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar above

the wood.
10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand,

and took the knife to slay his son.

11 But the angel of the Lord called unto

him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abrar

ham ; and he said, Here am I.

12 And he said, Lay not thy hand upon
the lad, neither do thou the least unto him;
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing

that thou hast not withheld thy son, thy only
one, from me.

' This term, from the Hebrew Dip " to arise," is mostly
employed when some exertion or activity is required to do
the act subsequently mentioned.

*• Properly, " we will prostrate ourselves."
° " Will look out and choose for himself the lamb; and

if there be no lamb, then my son, for the burnt-oifering."—Rashi.
" " The Lord shall provide," from the words of Abra-

D

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram
caught in a thicket by his horns ; and Abra-

ham went and took the ram, and offered him
up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his

son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that

place, Adonai-yireh i*" as it is said to this

day," On the mount of the Lord it shall be

seen.'

15 And the angel of the Lord called

unto Abraham the second time out of

heaven,

16 And said. By myself have I sworn, saith

the Lord, since, because thou hast done this

thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thy
only one

:

17 That I will greatly bless thee, and I

will exceedingly multiply thy seed as the

stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is

upon the searshore ; and thy seed shall possess

the gate of his enemies

;

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of

the earth be blessed ; because that thou hast

obeyed my voice.

19 And Abraham returned unto his young
men ; and they rose up, and went together to

Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-

sheba.*

20 ^ And it came to pass after these

things, that it was told to Abraham, saying.

Behold, Milcah, she also, hath born children

unto Nachor thy brother

;

21 'Uz his first born, and Buz his brother,

and Kemuel the father of Aram,
22 And Kesed, and Chazo, and Pildash,

and Yidlaph, and Bethuel.

23 And Bethuel begat Rebekah; these

eight did Milcah bear to Nachor, Abraham's
brother.

24 And his concubine, whose name was
Reiimah, she also bore Tebach, and Gacham,
and Thachash, and Maachah.

Ilaphtorah, in 2d Kings iv. 1 to 37 ; but the Portuguese end

with V. 23.

ham to Isaac, Elohim yireh lo hassay, " God will provide

himself the lamb."
' " In future days, as all ' unto this day' in Scripture

must be understood ; for all coming generations, who read

this verse, will say ' unto this day' of the day in which

they are."

—

Rashx.
' " Will the Lord appear" to his people.—IsEM.
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SECTION V. CHAYE SARAH, Hit' 'n.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 T[ And the lifetime of Sarah was a hundred
and twenty-seven years; (these) were the

years of the life of Sarah.

2 And Sarah died* in Kiryath-arba, the

same is Hebron in the land of Canaan : and
Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to

weep for her.

3 And Abraham stood up from before his

dead, and-spoke unto the sons of Heth, saying,

4 A stranger and a sojourner I am with
you

;
give me a possession for a burying-place

with you, that I may bury my dead out ofmy
sight.

5 And the children of Heth answered
Abraham, saying unto him :

6 Hear us, my lord ; a prince of God thou

art among us ; in the choice of our sepulchres

bury thy dead ; none of us shall withhold

from thee his sepulchre, so that thou mayest
bury thy dead.

7 And Abraham stood up and bowed him-
self to the people of the land, to the children

of Heth.
8 And he spoke with them, saying. If it be

your mind that I should bury my dead out of

ray sight, hear me, and intercede for me with
Ephron the son of Zochar,

9 That he may give me the cave of Mach-
pelah, which is his, which is at the end of his

field ; for as much money as it is worth he
shall give it me, for a possession as a burying-

place amongst you.

10 And Ephron dwelt among the children

of Heth ; and Ephron the Hittite answered
Abraham in the hearing of the children of

Heth, of all those that went in at the gate of

his city, saying,

11 Nay, my lord, hear me : the field I give

to thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it

to thee; in the presence of the sons of my
people do I give it thee; bury thy dead.

12 And Abraham bowed himself down be-

fore the people of the land.

13 And he spoke unto Ephron in the hear-

' It is the opinion of commentators that Sarah died in

consequence of the grief she experienced when hearing

that Abraham had guiic to sacrifice Isaac,

* Ephron had pretended groat anxiety to give tlie land

to Abraham ; but when he mentioned the value, Abra-
•26

ing of the people of the land, saying, But if

thou wouldest only hear me ; I will give the

money for the field, take it of me, and I will

bury my dead there.

14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying*

unto him,

1 5 My lord, hearken unto me : a piece of

land worth four hundred shekels of silver,

what is that between me and thee ? only bury
thy dead.

10 And Abraham understood*" the meaning
of Ephron; and Abraham weighed out to

Ephron the silver which he had named in the

hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred
shekels of silver, current with the merchant.*

17 And the field of Ephron, which was in

Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the

field, and the cave which was therein, and all

the trees that were in the field, that were in

all its borders round about, were made sure.

18 Unto Abraham for a bought possession

in the presence of the children of Heth, before

all that went in at the gate of his city.

19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah
his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah,
before Mamre, which is Hebron, in the land

of Canaan.
20 And the field, with the cave that is

therein, was made sure unto Abraham for a

possession as a burying-place by the sons of

Heth.

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 ^ And Abraham was old, well stricken in

years ; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in

all things.

2 And Abraham said unto his servant, the

eldest of his house, who ruled over all that

he had. Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my
thigh :

3 And I will make thee swear by the Lord,

the God of heaven, and the God of the earth,

that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son

from the daughters of the Canaanites,^ among
whom I dwell.

4 But unto ray country, and to my birth-

place shalt thou go, and take a wife unto my
son, unto Isaac.

ham at once understood Lis price, and weighed out the

amount which Kphron required.
" That the desceuJants of those cursed by the father of

the new generation of man, should not mingle with those

blessed. (Gen. ix. 29.)

—

Dubno.
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5 And the servant said unto him, Perad-

venture the woman will not be willing to fol-

low me unto this land : must I then bring

thy son again unto the land from which thou
camest?

6 And Abraham said unto him, Beware
thou, that thou bring not my son thither

again.

7 The Lord, the God of heaven, who took

me from my father's house, and from the land

of my birth, and who spoke unto me, and who
swore unto me, saying. Unto thy seed will I

give this land : he will send his angel before

thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son

from there.

8 But if the woman should not be willing

to follow thee, then shalt thou be clear from

this my oath ; only my son thou shalt not

bring thither again.

9 And the servant put his hand under the

thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to

him concerning this matter.*

10 And the servant took ten camels of the

camels of his master, and departed, with all

kinds of precious things* of his master in his

hand ; and he arose, and went to Mesopota-

mia,'' unto the city of Nachor.

11 And he made the camels to kneel down
without the city by a well of water at the

time of the evening, at the time that the

women go" out to draw water.

12 And he said, Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good

speed this day, and deal kindly with my
master Abraham.

13 Behold, I stand"* by the well of water

;

and the daughters of the men of the city

come out to draw water:

14 And let it come to pass, that the maiden
to whom I shall say. Let down thy pitcher, I

pray thee, that I may drink ; and she shall

say. Drink, and to thy camels also will I give

drink, be the one thou hast appointed for thy
servant Isaac ; and thereby shall I know that

thou hast shown kindness unto my master.

15 And it came to pass, before he had

* Eng. ver. " for all the goods of his master were in

his hand." Rashi explains that he took with him a

deed of gift of all Abraham's wealth unto Isaac. Others

refer it to the presents mentioned afterward : this opinion

has been adopted in this version.
•" " Anam-Naharayim," Syria of the two rivers, the Eu-

phrates and Tigris.

" This custom still prevails.

yet finished speaking, that, behold, Rebekah"
came out, who was bom to Bethuel, son of

Milcah, the wife of Nachor, Abraham's bro-

ther, with her pitcher upon her shoulder,

16 And the maiden was of a very hand-

some appearance, a virgin, neither had any
man known her ; and she went down to the

well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.

17 And the servant ran to meet her, and
said. Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water
out of thy pitcher.

18 And she said, Drink, my lord: and she

hastened, and let down her pitcher upon her

hand, and gave him to drink.

19 And when she had finished giving him
drink, she said. Also for thy camels will I

draw water, until they have finished drinking.

20 And she hastened, and emptied her

pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto

the well to draw water, and drew for all his

camels.

21 And the man was wondering at her ;'

remaining silent, to discover whether the

Lord had made his journey prosperous or

not.

22 And it came to pass, as the camels had
finished drinking, that the man took a golden

ear-ring, half a shekel in weight, and two brace-

lets for her hands, ten gold shekels in weight

;

23 And he said. Whose daughter art thou?

tell me, I pray thee ; is there room in thy

father's house for us to stay this night in ?

24 And she said * unto him, I am the

daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom
she bore unto Nachor.

25 She said moreover unto him. We have
both straw and provender in plenty, as also

room to lodge in.

26 And the man bowed down his head,

and prostrated himself before *^he Lord.*

27 And he said. Blessed b<3 the Lord, the

God of my master Abraham, who hath not

withdrawn his mercy and his truth from my
master ; I being on the way, which the Lord
hath led me, to the house of the brethren of

my master.

* " I will place myself."

—

Arnheim and others.

' Properly, Rihlcah.
' Meaning, he felt astonished at the remarkable verifi-

cation of the test he had proposed, and therefore remained

silent for some time, to endeavour first to find out by the

sequel whether indeed the maiden before him might truly

be the one of the family of Abraham, whom he was to

take as a wife for Isaac.
27
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28 And the maiden ran, and told at her

mother's house these things.

29 And Rebekah had a brother, and his

name was Laban ; and Laban ran out unto

the man, unto the well.

30 And this came to pass, when he saw the

ear-ring, and the bracelets upon his sister's

hands, and when he heard the words of Re-

bekah his sister, saying. Thus spoke the man
unto me ; and he came unto the man ; and, be-

hold, he was standing by the camels at the Avell.

31 And he said, Come in, thou blessed of

the Lord; wherefore standest thou Avithout?

whilst I have prepared' the house and room

for the camels.

32 And the man came into the house, and

he ungirded the camels ; and he gave straw

and provender for the camels, and water to

wash his feet, and the feet of the men that

were with him.

33 And there was set food before him to

eat ; but he said, I will not eat, until I have

spoken my words. And he said. Speak on.

34 And he said, I am Abraham's servant.

35 And the Lord hath blessed my master

greatly ; and he is become great : and he hath

given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and
gold, and men-servants, and maid-servants,

and camels, and asses.

36 And Sarah my master's wife bore a son

to my master after she was become old : and

he hath given unto him all that he hath.

37 And my master 'made me swear, say-

ing. Thou shalt not take a wife for my son

from the daughters of the Canaanites, in

whose land I dwell

:

38 But thou'' shalt go unto my father's

house, and to my kindred, and take a wife

unto my son.

39 And I said unto my master, Peradven-

ture the woman will not follow me.

40 And he said unto me. The Lord, before

whom I have walked, will send his angel with

thee, and prosper thy way ; that thou mayest

take a wife for my son from my kindred, and

from ray father's house.

* Properly, " cleared out" the obstmctions from the

house which might prevent the reception of guests.

' Some, among these Rashi, explain this verse as a

condition, vh DX " if not," meaning that he should first

endeavour to obtain a wife from Abraham's fomily; but
" if not," then by inference to be permitted to choose one

elsewhere.
" In the narrative, the word m;?3 ndarah is found,

•2S

41 Then shalt thou be clear from my oath,

when thou comest to my kindred; and if they

do not give thee one, (then) shalt thou be
clear from my oath.

42 And I came this day unto the well, and
said, Lord, the God of my master Abraham,
if thou wouldst but prosper my way on which
I am going.

43 Behold, I stand by the well of water;

and it .shall be the young woman" who cometh
forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give
me, I pray thee, a little water out of thy
pitcher to drink;

44 And she say to me, Both drink thou,

and also for thy camels will I draw" : this shall

be the wife whom the Lord hath destined for

my master's son.

45 And before I had yet finished speaking to

my own heart, behold, Rebekah came forth

with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she

went down unto the well, and drew water;

and I said unto her. Let me drink, I pray

thee.

46 And she made haste, and let doAvn her

pitcher from her shoulder, and said. Drink,

and also to thy camels I will give drink; and
I drank, and she made the camels drink

also.

47 And I asked her, and said. Whose
daughter art thou? And she said. The
daughter of Bethuel, Nachor's son, whom
Milcah bore unto him: and I put the ear-

ring upon her face,'' and the bracelets upon
her hands.

48 And I bowed down my head, and pros-

trated myself before the Lord ; and I blessed

the Lord, the God of my master Abraham,
who had led me in the right way to take

the daughter of my master's brother for his

son.

49 And now if ye will deal kindly and
truly with my master, tell me : and if not,

tell me, that I may turn to the right, or to

the left.

60 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and
said, The thing hath proceeded from the

whereas Eleazer employs the term nn'ji' 'Almah, perhaps

then used to express a person of quality, equal to the

modern phrase, "young lady." The change of the terms

is readily accounted for by the occurrence itself

'' "The nose-ring on her nose."

—

Menpklssoiin, who
translates Qu with "nose-ring." This is undoubtedly cor-

rect here, though in other passages it stands for ear-ring;

for instance, Exod. xxxii. 2.
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Lord; we cannot speak" unto thee bad or

good.

51 Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take

her, and go, and let her be the wife of thy
master's son, as the Lord hath spoken.

52 And it came to pass, when Abraham's
servant heard their words, that he prostrated

himself to the earth unto the Lord.*

53 And the servant brought forth vessels

of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments,

and gave them to Rebekah; and precious

things he gave to her brother and to her

mother.

54 And they did eat and drink, he and the

men that were with him, and tarried the

night; and they rose up in the morning, and
he said, Send me away unto my master.

55 And her brother and her mother said,

Let the maiden abide with us, a year or ten

months; after that she shall go.

56 And he said unto them, Hinder me not,

seeing the Lord hath prospered my way ; send

me away that I may go to my master.

57 Ajid they said. We will call the maiden,

and inquire her own decision.*"

58 And they called Rebekah, and said

unto her. Wilt thou go with this man ? And
she said, I will go.

59 And thereupon they sent away Rebekah
their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's
servant, and his men.

60 And they blessed Rebekah, and said

unto her, Our sister, be thou" the mother of

thousands of myriads, and let thy seed pos-

sess the gate of those who hate them.

61 And Rebekah arose with her maidens,

and they rode upon the camels, and followed

the man ; and the servant took Rebekah, and
went his yvay.

62 And Isaac came from a walk to the

well Lachai-roi; for he dwelt ir£ the south

country

;

63 And Isaac was gone out to meditate in

the field towax'd evening; and he lifted up
his eyes, and saw, and, behold, camels were
Coming.

64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and
she saw Isaac ; and she alighted off the camel.

65 And she said unto the servant. Who is

yonder man that walketh in the field toward
us ? And the servant said. This is my mas-
ter ; therefore she took a vail, and covered
herself

66 And the servant told Isaac all the
things that he had done.

67 And Isaac brought her into the tent of
Sarah his mother, and took Rebekah, and she
became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac
was comforted after his mother's death. "^

CHAPTER XXV.
1 Then Abraham took again a wife, and

her name was Keturah.

2 And she bore him Zimran, and Yokshan,
and Medan, and Midian, and Yishbak, and
Shuach.

3 And Yokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan.
And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and
Letushim, and Leiimmim.

4 And the sons of Midian : Ephah, and
Epher, and Chanoch, and Abidah, and El-

daah. All these were the children of Ke-
turah.

5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto
Isaac.

6 But unto the sons of the concubines that

Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts; and he
sent them away from Isaac his son, while
he was yet living, eastward, unto the east

country.

7 And these are the days of the years of

Abraham's life which he lived, one hundred
seventy and five years.

8 Then Abraham departed this life, and
died in a good old age, an old man, and full

of years, and was gathered to his people.

9 And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried

him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of

Ephron the son of Zochar the Hittite, which
is before Mamre;

10 The field which Abraham purchased of

the sons of Heth : there was Abraham buried,

with Sarah his wife.

11 And it came to pass after the death of

Abraham, that God blessed Isaac his son

;

and Isaac dwelt by the well Lachai-roi.*

12 ][ Now these are the generations of

Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the

' That is, " dissuade tbce by good or bad words." I lish "to become;" thus then, "become thou thousands
Literall}-, "her mouth," figurative for what is spoken,

jj
of myriads," the words "mother of" being understood

' h rrn the construction here employed always denotes n and added to supply the hiatus in the sentence,

'u transition or change, almost synonymous with the Eng-
1|

29
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Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bore unto Abrar

ham.
13 And these are the names of the sons of

Ishmael, by their names, according to their

generations : the first-born of Ishmael, Ne-

bayoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mib-

sam,
14 And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa,

15 Chadad, and Tema, Yetur, Naphish,

and Kederaah.*
16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and

these are their names, by their towns, and by
their castles; twelves princes according to

their nations.

17 And these are the years of the life of

Ishmael, one hundred and thirty and seven

years : and he departed this life and died

;

and was gathered unto his people.

18 And they dwelt from Chavilah unto

Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest to-

ward Assyria :" he dwelt in the presence of

all his brethren.

Ilaphtorah in 1 Kings i. 1 to 31.

SECTION VI. TOLEDOTH, mSin.

19 ^ And these are the generations of Isaac,

the son of Abraham : Abraham begat Isaac.

20 And Isaac was forty years old when he

took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the

Syrian, of Padan-aram, the sister to Laban
the Syrian, to himself as wife.

21 And Isaac entreated the Lord in behalf

of his wife, because she was barren : and the

Lord was entreated of him, and Rebekah his

wife conceived.

22 And the children struggled together

within her ; and she said. If it be so, why did

I desire this ?'* And she went to inquire of

the Lord.

* Meaning, that Ishmael in his descendants settled him-

self along the whole extent of country occupied by all his

other brethren descended from Abraham. (Sec above,

ch. xvi. 12.) Arnhcim gives, "he settled eastward of

all his brothers," which idea, how'evor, is corabattcd as in-

correct by others, because Ishmacl'a descendants lived not

eastward of all other sons of Abraham.
' Rashi, "Why did I desire and pray for conception?"

Aben Ezra, "Why am I different from others?" Others
again explain it as an ellipsis :

" If I suffer so, why am I

thus (in the world)?" meaning that deatli would be pre-

ferable.

° Philippson and Arnhcim render dkS with "tribe,"
30

23 And the Lord said unto her. Two na-

tions are in thy womb, and two manner of

people" shall be separated from thy bowels

;

and one people shall be stronger than the

other people ; and the elder shall serve the

younger
24 And when her days to be delivered

were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her

womb.
25 And the first came out red, all over like

a hairy garment; and they called his name
Esau."

26 And after that came his brother out,

his hand holding on to Esau's heel ; and his

name was called Jacob :" and Isaac was sixty

years old when she bore them.

27 And the boys grew up: and Esau was
an expert hunter, a man of the field; and
Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.'

28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he
did eat of his venison ; but Rebekah loved

Jacob.

29 And Jacob at one time boiled pottage,

and Esau came from the field, and he was
faint.

30 And Esau said to Jacob, Let me swal-

low down, I pray thee, some of that yonder
red pottage, for I am faint; therefore was his

name called Edom.^
31 And Jacob said. Sell me this day thy

right of first-born.

32 And Esau said. Behold, I am going to

die ;'' and what profit then can the right of

first born be to me ?

33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day;

and he swore unto him : and he sold his right

of first-born unto Jacob.

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pot-

tage of lentiles, and he did eat and drink, and
he rose up, and went his way; thus Esau de-

spised the birthright.

or " branch of a nation :" the same version is given by
them in other passages.

'' I'roperly, 'Emhv ; probably from nci', participle -\^y

'ahsity, "ready," "made." Philippson derives it from an
Arabic word, signifying " hairy."

" Properly, "Va'acob, from 'Akih, ap|', "the heel."
' That is, "loving home."
' From Adorn, " red."
' Probably meaning, that his life as hunter exposed

him daily to such dangers that he was almost sure to die

before bis father, wlvfrefore the birthright as the eldest of

the family would in all probability be of no use to him

;

wherefore he parted with it so lightly.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
1 ^ And there was a famine in the land, be-

side the first famine that was in the days of

Abraham ; and Isaac went unto Abimelech,
the king of the Philistines, unto Gerar.

2 And the Lord appeared unto him, and
said. Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the

land which I shall tell thee of.

3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with
thee, and will bless thee ; for unto thee, and
unto thy seed, will I give all these countries,

and I will perform the oath which I swore
unto Abraham thy father

;

4 And I will cause thy seed to multiply as

the stars of heaven, and I will give unto thy
seed all these countries ; and in thy seed shall

all the nations of the earth bless themselves.

5 Because that Abraham obej'ed my voice,

and kept my charge," my commandments, my
statutes, and my laws.*

6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar.

7 And the men of the place asked (him)

concerning his wife ; and he said, She is my
sister ; for he feared to say. She is my wife

;

lest, (said he,) the men of the place should

kill me for Rebekah, because she is of a hand-
some appearance.

8 And it came to pass, when he had been
there a long time, that Abimelech, the king
of the Philistines, looked out at a window,
and saw, and behold, Isaac was sporting with
Rebekah his wife.

9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said.

Behold, of a surety she is thy wife : and how
saidst thou. She is my sister? And Isaac said

unto him. Because I thought,'' Perhaps I may
die for her.

10 And Abimelech said. What is this thou

hast done unto us ? How easily might one

of the people have lain with thy wife, and
thou wouldest have brought guiltiness upon us.

11 And Abimelech charged all his people,

saying. He that toucheth this man or -his

wife shall surely be put to death.

12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and re-

' " Mt/ charge, the belief in God, for he believed in the

Unity, and kept this faith in his heart, contending with
idolaters, and publicly proclaiming the truth, to bring
many to God's service ; my commandmenU, in whatever
he was ordered, as to go out from his land, &c. ; my sta-

tutes, to walk in the way of the Lord in the exercise of

mercy; and laws, such as circumcision and the Noae"hitic

precepts."—After Ramban.

ceived in the same year an hundred-fold f so

the Lord blessed him.*

13 And the man became great, and went
forward and grew, until he became very
great

;

14 And he had possession of flocks, and
possession of herds, and great store of ser-

vants ; and the Philistines envied him.
15 And all the wells which his father's

servants had dug in the days of Abraham
his father, these the Philistines stopped, and
filled them with earth.

16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go
away from us ; for thou hast become much
mightier than we.

17 And Isaac departed thence, and pitched

his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt
there.

18 And Isaac dug again the wells of

water, which they had dug in the days of

Abraham his father, and which the Philistines

had stopped after the death of Abraham ; and
he called their names after the names by
which his father had called them.

19 And the servants of Isaac dug in the

valley, and found there a well of springing

water.

20 And the herdmen of Gerar did strive

with Isaac's herdmen, saying. The water is

ours : and he called the name of the well

Esek ; because they strove* with him.

21 And they dug another well, and they
strove for that also : and he called the name
of it Sitnah."

22 And he removed from there, and dug
another well ; and for that they strove not

:

and he called the name of it Rechoboth, and
he said. For now the Lord hath made' room
for us, and we shall increase in the land.*

23 And he went up from there to Beer-

sheba.

24 And the Lord appeared unto him the

same night, and said, I am the God of Abra-

ham thy father ; fear not, for I am with thee,

and I will bless thee, and multiply thy seed

for the sake of Abraham my servant.

^ 1DK " to say," in Hebrew, very often refers to

thought, or speaking to oneself; so here, " I said to myself,"

or " thought."
° " The estimated increase a hundred-fold."

—

Rasiii.

^ From pB'i'nn hith 'assck, " to contend."
° From [Oiy satone, " to hinder."

' Ilirchil, " he hath made room."
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25 And he built there an altar, and called

upon the name of the Lord, and pitched there

his tent : and the servants of Isaac dug there

a well.

2G Then Abimelech went to him from Ge-

rar, and Achuzzath his friend, and Phichol the

chief captain of his army.

27 And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore

come ye to me, seeing that ye do hate me,

and have sent me away, from you?
28 And they said, We saw clearly that

the Lord was with thee; and we said, Let

there be now an oath between us, between us

and thee : and we will make a covenant with

thee;

29 That thou shalt do us no hurt, as we
have not touched thee, and as we have done

unto thee nothing but good, and have sent

thee away in peace : thou art now one blessed

of the Lord.*

30 And he made them a feast, and they

ate and drank.

31 And they rose up betimes in the morn-

ing, and they swore one to the other; and
Isaac sent them away, and they departed from

him in peace.

32 And it came to pass the same day, that

Isaac's servants came, and told him concern-

ing the well* which they had dug, and they

said unto him, We have found water.

3.3 And he called it Shibah : therefore is

the name of the city Beer-sheba unto this day.

34 T[ And when Esau was forty years old

he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri,

the Hittite, and Bahsemath the daughter of

Elon the Hittite.

35 And they were a grief of mind unto
Isaac and to Rebekah.

CHAPTER XXVIL
1 ^ And it came to pass, when Isaac was

old, and his eyes were too dim to see, that he
called Esau his eldest .son, and said unto him.

My son : and he said unto him. Behold, here

am I.

2 And he said. Behold now, I am grown
old, I know not the day of my death

:

* Perhaps the same well originally dug by Abraham's,
and wliic-h having been lost sight of, and filled up, was
now reopened by Isaac's servants.

" Onkelos and llashi render this ySn with " sword,"
that " which hangs by the side."

° " It was his desire to bless him, that he might obtain

the blessing of Abnihuiii, to inherit the land, and to be
32

3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy
weapon.s, thy quiver"" and thy lx)w, and go out

to the field, and hunt for me some venison

;

4 And make me savoury food, such as I

love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that

my soul may bless thee Ijefore I die."

5 And Rebekah heard as Isaac was speak-

ing to Esau his son. And Esau went to the

field to hunt for venison, and to bring it.

6 And Reljekah spoke unto Jacob her son,

saying. Behold, I heard thy father sjieak unto
Esau thy brother, saying,

7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury

food, that I may eat, and bless thee before the

Lord before my death.

8 And now, my son, obey my voice in that

which I command thee.

9 Go, I pray thee, to the flock, and fetch

me from there two good kids; and I will

make them savoury food for thy father, such

as he loveth

:

10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father,

that he may eat ; for the sake that he may
bless thee before his death.

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother.

Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and
I am a smooth man

:

12 Peradventure my father will feel me,
and I shall then seem to him as a deceiver;,

and I Avould bring upon me a curse, and not a

blessing.

13 And his mother said unto him. Upon
me be thy curse, my son; only obey my
voice, and go fetch them to me.

14 And he went, and fetched, and brought

them to his mother ; and his mother made
savoury food, such as his father loved.

15 And Rebekah took the goodly garments
of her eldest son Esau, which Avere with her

in the house, and clothed therewith Jacob

her younger son

;

16 And the skins of the kids she put upon
his hands, and upon the smooth part of his

neck

;

17 And she gave the savoury food and
the bread, which she had prepared, mto the

hand of Jacob her son.

the one in covenant with God, because he was the first-

born ; and it is probable that Rebekah had never revealed

to him the prophecy given to her before the birth of the

children, or else Isaac would certainly not have wished to

give a blessing against the will of God, which could thus

be of no avail. We must, however, look upon the whole

a.s providential."

—

Kamban.
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18 And he came unto his father, and said,

My father : and he said, Here am I ; who art

thou, my son?

19 And Jacob said unto his father, I am
Esau thy first-born ; I have done as thou

didst speak to me : arise, I pray thee, sit

here and eat of my venison, that thy soul

may bless me.
20 And Isaac said unto his son, How is it

that thou hast found it so quickly, my son ?

And he said, Because the Lord thy God
brought it before me.

21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near,

I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son,

whether thou be truly my son Esau or not.

22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his

father, and he felt him ; and he said. The
voice is the voice' of Jacob, but the hands

are the hands of Esau.

23 And he recognised him not, because

his hands were hairj^ as his brother Esau's

hands : so he blessed him.

24 And he said. Art thou indeed my son

Esau ? and he said, I am.
25 And he said, Bring it near to me, and I

will eat of my son's venison, that my soul

may bless thee. And he brought it near to

him, and he did eat, and he brought him
wine, and he drank.

26 And Isaac his father said unto him.

Come near, I pray thee, and kiss me, my son.

27 And he came near, and kissed him

:

and he smelled the smell of his gannents and
blessed him, and said,*" See, the smell of my
son is as the smell of a field which the Lord
hath blessed.*

28 And may God give thee of the dew of

heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and
plenty of corn and wine

;

29 Nations shall serve thee, and people

bow down to thee ; be lord over thy brethren,

and thy mother's sons shall bow down to

thee ; cursed" be they that curse thee, and
blessed be they that bless thee.

30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac

' There was probably a similarity in their voices, and
Isaac failed, therefore, to recognise Jacob fully, because

his hands were then hairy.

' According to Arnheim, the blessing commences at

this word ; compare with Hosea xiv. 7, where, among the

promises of a blissful future, the personification of happi-

ness is represented under the words, " And his smell shall

be like that of Lebanon." The words which follow were

prompted here by the excitement of the sense of smelling,
£

had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob
was yet scarcely gone out from the presence

of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother

came in from his hunting.

31 And he also made savoury food, and
brought it unto his father, and said unto his

father, Let my father arise, and eat of his

son's venison, in order that thy soul may
bless me.

32 And Isaac his father said unto him,
Who art thou ? And he said, I am thy son,

ihy first-bom, Esau.

33 And Isaac trembled greatly, exceed-
ingly, and said. Who was it ? where is he that

had hunted venison, and brought it me, and
I ate of all before thou camest, and blessed

him ? yea, he shall also remain blessed.

34 When Esau heard the words of his

father, he uttered a great and exceedingly

bitter cry, and said unto his father. Bless me,
also me, my father.

35 And he said. Thy brother came with
subtilty, and took away thy blessing.

36 And he said, Hath he been therefore

named Jacob, because'' he hath supplanted

me these two times? my right of first-born

he took away; and, behold, now he hath

taken away my blessing ; and he said. Hast
thou not reserved a blessing for me ?

37 And Isaac answered and said unto

Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and
all his brethren have I given to him for ser-

vants; and with corn and wine have I en-

dowed him : and what can I do now for thee,

my son ?

38 And Esau said unto his father. Hast
thou then but one blessing, my father? bless

me, also me, my father. And Esau lifted up
his voice, and wept.

39 And Isaac his father answered and
said unto him. Behold, thy dwelling shall be

the fatness of the earth, and (blessed) by the

dew of heaven from above

;

40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and
thy brother shalt thou serve; and it shall

as Jacob's garments gave forth the odour imbibed from

field and forest flowers.

° Properly, " cursed be every one of those," &c.,

" blessed be every one of those," &c.
^ Others render, " Is it because he hath been named

Jacob, that he hath," &c.—'japyi vayangkehani, "he
hath deceived me," is derived from the same root as the

name, (see above, xxv. 26,) hence it might be rendered

" trodden me under foot."
83
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come to pass, that when thou shalt have the

dominion,'' thou canst break his yoke from off

thy neck.

41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the

blessing wherewitli his father had blessed

him ; and Esau said in his lieart. The days

of mouniing for my father- will be at hand;

then will I slay my brother Jacob.

42 And Rebekah was informed of the

words of Esau her elder son : and she sent

and called Jacob her younger son, and said

unto him. Behold, thy brother Esau doth com-

fort himself, with regard to thee, pur^wsing to

kill thee.

43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice;

and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother, to

Charan

;

44 And tarry with him a short time, until

thy brother's fury turn away;
45 Until thy brother's anger turn away

from thee, and he foi'get that which thou

hast done to him : then will I send, and fetch

thee from there; why should I be deprived

of both of you at once in one day ?

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary
of my life because of the daughters of Heth

;

if Jacob take a Avife from the daughters of

Heth, such as these, from the daughters of

the land, what good will life do me ?

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed

him,*" and charged him, and said vmto him,

Thou shalt not take a wife from the daugh-

ters of Canaan.
2 Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of

Bcthuel thy mother's fother; and take thy-

self from there a wife of the daughters of Lar

ban thy mother's brother.

3 And God, the Almighty, bless thee, and
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that

tliou mayest become a multitude of people;

4 And may he give thee the blessing of

Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee;

that thou mayest inherit the land of thy so-

journ, which God gave unto Abraham.*
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob, and he went

to Padan-aram, unto Laban, the son of Bethuel

* This translation, given in the common English version,

is according to Saai>iaii and Redak, as quoted by Phi-

lippson. iia.slii, after Onkelos, renders, "when thou hast

cause to compfiiin (in case the Israelites sin) for the

blessings taken from thee, that," &c. Gescnius and Arn-
34

the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the
mother of Jacob and Esau.

6 And when Esau saw that Isaac had
blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-
aram, to take himself from there a wife ; and
in blessing him had given him a charge, say-

ing. Thou shalt not take a Avife of the daugh-
ters of Canaan ;*

7 And that Jacob had oljeyed his father

and his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram

:

8 Then saw Esau that the daughters of

Canaan Avere evil in the eyes of Isaac liis

father

;

9 And Esau Avent unto Ishmael, and took

Machalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abra-
ham's son, the sister of Nebayoth in addition

to his avIa'Cs, to himself as wife.

Haphtorah in Malachi i. 1 to ii. 7.

SECTION VII. VAYETZAY, Ni'M.

10 And Jacob Avent out from Beer-sheba,

and Avent toAvard Charan.

11 And he lighted upon a certain place,

and tarried there all night, because the sun
Avas set ; and he took one of the stones of the

l^lace, and put it for his pillow, and laid him-
self doAvn in that place.

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder

Avas set up on the earth, and the top of it

reached to heaA^en ; and behold, angels of God
Avere ascending and descending on it.

13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it,

and said, I am the Lord, the God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaac : the land

Avhereon thou liest, to thee AA'ill I give it, and
to thy seed;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the

earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the

Avost, and to the east, and to the north and to

the south ; and in thee and thy seed shall all

the families of the earth be blessed.

15 And, behold, I am Avith thee, and Avill

keep thee AvliithersoeA'er thou goest, and Avill

bring thee again into this land; for I Avill not

leaA'e thee, until I have done Avhat I have
spoken to thee of

10 And Jacob aAvaked out of his sleep, and

heim, " when thou becomest spread abroad." Philippson,

" when thou rebellest that thou mayest break," &c.
'' ConBrmation of the blessing previou.sly obtained: this

proves that however much Isaac loved Esau, he w:is not

unconscious of the great merits and piety of his younger

son.
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he said, Surely the Lord is present in this

place ; and I knew it not."

17 And he was afraid, and said, How fear-

ful is this place! this is none other but the

house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morn-

ing, and took the stone that he had put for

his pillow, and set it up for a pillar, and poured

oil upon the top of it.

19 And he called the name of that place

Beth-el f but Luz was the name of that city

in fonner times.

20 And Jacob made a vow, saymg, If God

will be with me, and will keep me on this

way which I am going, and will give me
bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

21 And I come again in peace to my
father's house: then shall the Lord be my
God;"

22 And this stone, which I have set for a

pillar, shall be God's house;' and of all that

thou wilt give me I will surely give the tenth

imto thee.*

CHAPTER XXIX.

1 Then Jacob lifted up his feet' and went

unto the land of the children of the east.

2 And he looked, and behold there was a

well in the field, and, lo, there were three

flocks of slieep^ lymg by it; for out of that

well they watered the flocks : and the stone

upon the mouth of the well was great.

3 And there all the flocks were wont to as-

semble ; and they rolled then the stone from

the mouth of the well, and watered the sheep

;

and they put the stone agam upon the mouth

of the well in its place.

4 And Jacob said unto them. My brethren,

whence are ye? And they' said. Of Charan

are we.

5 And he said unto them. Know ye Laban

the son of Nachor? And they said, "We know
him.

. 6 And he said unto them. Is he well?''

And they said. He is well ; and, behold, Ra-

chel his daughter cometh with the sheep.

7 And he said, Lo, the day is yet long, it

is not time that the cattle should be di-ivcn

home ; water ye the sheep, and go and feed

them.
8 And they said. We cannot, until all the

flocks be gathered together, then do they roll

the stone from the mouth of the well; and

we water the sheep.

9 And while he was yet speaking with

them, Rachel came with her father's sheep;

for she was a shepherdess.

10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw

Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's

brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's

brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled

the stone from the mouth of the well, and

watered the flock of Laban his mother's

brother.

11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up

his voice, and wept.

12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her

father's brother,' and that he was Rebekah's

son : and she ran and told her father.

13 And it came to pass, when Laban heard

the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he

ran to meet him, and embraced him, and

kissed him, and brought him to his house.

And he told Laban all these things.

14 And Laban said to him, Surely thou

art my bone and my flesh. And he abode

with him the space of a month.

15 And Laban then said unto Jacob, Be-

cause thou art my brother, shouldest thou

therefore serve me for naught? tell me, what

shall thy wages be?

16 And Laban had two daughters; the

name of the elder was Leah, and the name of

the younger was Rachel.

17 And the eyes of Leiihwere tender; but

Rachel was of handsome form and handsome

appearance.*

18 And Jacob loved Rachel ; and he said,

• " If I had known it, I would not have slept in a place

as holy as this."

—

Kashi.
" "The place whence prayers ascend to heaven."

—

Idem.
° " The house of God."
* This docs not express a doubt or condition concerning

Jacob's willingness to serve God, but means to' convey

that he would, in the event of his safe return, feel as-

sured that he was an accepted servant of the Lord who
had just appeared to liim.

.
° " Shall be the place where I will worship before the

Lord."

—

Onkelos.
' I. c. Pursued his journey.

« The word JKV Izone., rendered here "sheep," properly

includes both sheep and goats.

Literally, "Hath he peace?" a figurative phrase for

well-being or prosperity
;
perhaps, derived from the fre-

quent hostilities of nomadic tribes.

' See above, iiii. 8 ; it stands here for " near relative."
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I will sen-e thee seven years for Kachel thy

younger daughter.

19 And Laban said, It is better that I give

her to thee, than that I should give her to

another man : abide with me.

20 And Jacob ser^'ed for Rachel seven

years; and they seemed" unto him but a few
days, through the love he had to her.

21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me
my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may
go in unto her.

22 And Laban gathered together all the

men of the place, and made a feast.

23 And it came to pass in the evening,

that he took Leah his daughter, and brought

her to him; and he went in unto her.

24 And Laban gave unto his daughter

Leah, Zilpah his maid for a handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the morn-

ing, behold, it was Leiih : and he said to La-

ban, What is this thou hast done unto me ?

did I not serve with thee for Rachel? where-

fore then hast thou deceived me ?

26 And Laban said. It is not done so in

our place, to give in marriage the younger be-

fore the first-born.

27 Fulfil the week*" of this, and we will

give thee this one also, for the service which
thou shalt serve with me yet seven other

years.

28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled the

week of the first; and he gave him Rachel

his daughter for a wife.

29 And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter

Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid.

30 And he went in also unto Rachel, and
he loved also Rachel more than Leiih; and
he serA'ed with him yet seven other years.

31 And when the Lord saw that Leiih was
hated," he opened her womb; but Rachel was
barren.

32 And Leiih conceived, and bore a son,

and she called his name Reuben ;"• for she

said. Surely, the Lord hath looked upon my

• Heb. " Were in his eyes as."

^ The seven days of festivity, which appear to have been

customarily observed at that time, as afterwards, in later

periods, at the occurrence of a marriage.
• This means, not absolutely hated, but neglected, less

loved than the other.

" From raoh, " to see," and hen, "a son."
• Shim'nn, from j'DI? shamang, "he has heard," and |K

on, "affliction."

' From Tfh lavah, " he united," "he adhered."

affliction, because now my husband will love

me.
33 And she conceived again and bore a

son; and she said. Because the Lord heard
that I was hated, he hath given me this one
also; and she called his name Simeon."

34 And she conceived again, and bore a
son; and she said. Now this time will my
husband be jomed unto me, because I have
bom him three sons; therefore wa? his name
called Levi.'

35 And she conceived again, and bore a
son ; and she said. This time will I praise the
Lord ; therefore she called his name Judah :^

and she left off bearing.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 And when Rachel saw that she bore

Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister;

and she said unto Jacob, Give me children,

and if not, I die.

2 And Jacob's anger was kindled against

Rachel: and he said. Am I in God's stead,

who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the

womb ?

3 And she said. Behold, (here is) my maid
Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear

upon*" my knees, that I may also have' chil-

dren by her.

4 And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid
for wife, and Jacob went in unto her.

5 And Bilhah conceived, and bore Jacob a

son.

6 And Rachel said, God hath judged me,

and hath also heard my voice, and hath given

me a son : therefore called she his name Dan.''

7 And Bilhah, Rachel's maid, conceived

again, and bore Jacob a second son.

8 And Rachel said. Contests of God' have

I contended with my sister, I have also pre-

vailed : and she called his name Naphtali."

9 When Leiih now saw that she had left

off bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and
gave her to Jacob for wife.

« Yehudah, from nilN odeh, " I will thank," and TV

Yah, "the Lord."
' "Those which I shall rear."—Onkelos.
' "Be built up through her."

—

Heb.
* From don, " to judge."
' It is very customary in Hebrew constructions to add

the word God in the genitive, to the idea expres.sed, to

denote its greatness. Thus, " mountains of God."

—

Ps. xxxvi. 7, &c.
" From pathol, "to wrestle," "to twist;" found only

in the passive and reflexive forms.
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10 And Zilpah Leah's maid bore Jacob a
son.

11 And Leah said, Good luck hath come

:

and she called his name Gad.^

12 And Zilpah Leah's maid bore a second

son unto Jacob.

13 And Leah said, To my happiness; for

the daughters will call me blessed : and she

called his name Asher.*"*

14 And Reuben went in the days of the

wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the

field, and he brought them unto Leah his

mother; then Rachel said to Leah, Give
me, I pray thee, (some) of thy son's man-
drakes.

15 And she said unto her, Is it not enough
that thou hast taken my husband? and
wouldest thou also take away my son's man-
drakes? And Rachel said, Therefore shall

he lie Avith thee to-night for thy son's man-
drakes.

16 And Jacob came out of the field in the

evening, and Leah went' out to meet him, and
said. Unto me, thou must come in ; for surely

I have obtained thee as a reward" with my
son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that

night.

17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and
she conceived, and bore Jacob a fifth son.

18 And Leah said, God hath given me my
reward, because I have given my maid to my
husband : and she called his name Issachar.*

19 And Leah conceived again, and bore

a sixth son unto Jacob.

20 And Leah said, God hath endued me
with a good do^vi-y; now will my husband
dwell Avith me, because I have born him six

sons; and she called his name Zebulun."

21 And afterward she bore a daughter,

and she called her name Dinah.

22 And God remembered Rachel, and God
hearkened to her, and opened her womb.

23 And she conceived, and bore a son;

and she said, God hath taken away my re-

proach.

* " Luck."
' " Happy."
" This elegant turn is according to Amheim's version.
* Yissachar, from sachar, " reward."
' From zehul, a " dwelling."
' Yosarph, i. e. " he will add."
« Onkelos; as much as, "excuse me for saying;'* the

word " tarry," added in the English version, has no war-

24 And she called his name Joseph,' say-

ing, The Lord shall add to me another son.

25 And it came to pass, Avhen Rachel had
born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban,
Send me away, that I may go unto my own
place, and to my coimtry.

26 Give me my wives and my children, for

whom I have served thee, and let me go; for

thou knowest my service Avith Avhich I ha\'e

served thee.

27 And Laban said.imto him, K I could
but find faA^our in thy eyes f I have learned by
experience that the Lord hath blessed me for

thy sake.*

28 And he said. Appoint me thy Avages,

and I Avill giA^e them.
29 And he said unto him. Thou knoAvest

hoAv I have served thee, and Avhat thy cattle

hath become Avith me.
30 For it Avas a little which thou hadst be-

fore I came, and it is noAv increased unto a

multitude; and the Lord hath blessed thee

since my coming; and now when shall I pro-

vide also for my OAvn house ?

31 And he said, What shall I giA-e thee?

And Jacob said. Thou shalt not giA-e me the

least; if thou Avilt do this thing for me, I will

again feed and keep thy flock

:

32 I Avill pass through all thy flock to-day,

remoAdng from there every speckled and spot-

ted lamb, and CA'ery broAvii lamb among the

sheep, and AvhatcA'er is spotted and speckled

among the goats ; and such shall be after this

my rcAvard.

33 And my righteousness'' shall testify for

me in time to come, Avhen it' shall come Avith

my reward before thy face : every one that is

not speckled and spotted among the goats,

and broAvn among the sheep, that shall be

counted stolen Avith me.
34 And Laban said. Well, let it be accord-

ing to thy word.

35 And he removed on that day the he-

goats that Avere ring-streaked and spotted, and
all the she-goats that Avere speckled and spot-

rant for it in the Hebrew, though Dubno deduces it as a

consequence from the antecedent, considering the verse as

elliptical.

''"Honesty"

—

Mendelssohn—in which sense this

word should be taken when applied to dealings with man.
' After Rashi and Arnheim ; others render Ki3n

" when thou (Laban) comest (to look) over my reward

(the property acquired) before thee."



GENESIS XXX. XXXI. VAYETZAY.

ted, every one that had some white on it, and
all the bro^vn among the sheep, and gave

them mto the hand of his sons.

36 And he put a space of three days' jour-

ney between himself and Jacob; and Jacob

fed the flocks of Laban that were left.

37 And Jacob took himself rods of green

poplar, and of the hazel* and chestnut tree;

and peeled thereon white streaks, laying bare

the white which was on the rods.

38 And he set the rods which he had peeled

in the gutters in the watering troughs, where
the flocks'' came to drink, just before the

flocks, and where they conceived, when they
came to drink.

39 And the flocks conceived before the

rods, and brought forth ring-streaked, speckled,

and spotted.

40 And these lambs did Jacob separate,

and set the faces" of the flocks toward the

ring-streaked, and whatever was brown in the

flock of Laban ; and he put his own flocks by
themselves, and put them not with Laban's
cattle.

41 And it came to pass, whensoever the

stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid

the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the

gutters, that they might conceive among the

rods.

42 But when the cattle were feeble, he put
them not in ; so the feebler belonged to Laban,
and the stronger to Jacob.

43 And the man increased'^ exceedingly,

and he had many flocks, and maid-servants,

and men-servants, and camels, and asses.

CHAPTER XXXI.
1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons,

saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was
our father's, and of that which was our father's

hath he gotten all this wealth."

2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of

Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as

before.'

• Others, "Almond and plane tree."

^ Laban no doubt sought to give Jacob the least possi-

ble wages, expecting, however, that he would employ
some device to obtain all he could in accordance with
their bargain; hence he was evidently not offended at it.

" " He made advance-droves out of whatcve^ was
speckled and brown in Laban's flocks," Arnheim, tak-

ing juxn 'ja as tiie name of the flocks which went before

the other ; but the sense is at last the same as that given
in the text, since there the plainly coloured are represented

as following those having the marks agreed upon

3 And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return
unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy birth-

place; and I will be with thee.

4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and
Leah to the field unto his flock.

5 And he said unto them, I see your
father's countenance, that it is not toward me
as before ; but the God of my father hath been
with me.

6 And ye know well that with all my power
I have served your father. .

7 And your father hath deceived me, and
changed my wages ten times; but God suf-

fered him not to do me evil.

8 K he said thus. The speckled shall be
thy wages ; then bore all the cattle speckled

:

and if he said thus. The rmg-streaked shall be

my reward; then bore all. the cattle ring-

streaked.

9 Thus God took away the cattle of your
father, and gave them to me.

10 And it came to pass at the time that

the cattle conceived, that I lifted up my eyes,

and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams
which leaped upon the cattle were ring-

streaked, speckled, and grizzled.

11 And an angel of God spoke imto me
in the dream, Jacob : and I said. Here am I.

12 And he said, Lift up now thy eyes and
see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle

are ring-streaked, speckled, and grizzled; for

I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.

13 I am the God of Beth-el, where thou

anointedst a pillar, where thou madest unto

me a vow : now arise, get thee out from this

land, and return unto the land of thy birth.

14 And Rachel and Leah answered and
said unto him. Is there yet any portion or in-

heritance for us in our fother's house ?

15 Were we not counted of him as stran-

gers? for he hath sold us; and he hath quite

consumed also our money.*
16 For all the riches which God hath taken

from our father, that is our^, and our chil-

'' Literally, " spread out," i. e. his flocks were extended

over a large pasture-ground.
• Literally, "glory," or "honour."
' Hcb. " Yesterday and day before yesterday."

« Through the frauds practised upon Jacob. Rachel

and Lciih express in this verse their just indignation

against the cruelty of their father in having sold them, as

though they wore servants, to their husbaud, much as

they loved him ; and now they had additional cause for

complaint in his eS'orts to give their husband as small

wages as possible.
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dren's ; now then, whatsoever God hath said
unto thee, do.*

17 Then Jacob rose up, and. set his sons

and his wives upon camels

;

18 And he led away all his cattle, and all

his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of

his acquirmg, which he had gotten in Padan-
aram, to go to Isaac his father into the land

of Canaan.
19 And Laban was gone to shear his sheep

;

and Rachel stole the images that were her
father's.

20 And Jacob stole' away unawares to La-

ban the Syrian, by not letting him know that

he was going to flee.

21 And he fled with all that he had; and
he rose up, and passed over the river, and set

his face toward the mount Gilead.

22 And it was told to Laban on the third

day that Jacob was fled.

23 And he took his brethren with him, and
pursued after him a seven days' journey; and
he overtook him at the mount of Gilead.

24 And God came to Laban, the Syrian,

in a dream of the night, and said unto him,

Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob
either good or bad.""

25 Then Laban overtook Jacob ; now Jacob
had pitched his tent on the mount, and Laban
with his brethren pitched on the mount of

Gilead.

26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast

thou done, that thou hast stolen away una-

wares to me, and led away my daughters, as

captives taken with the sword ?

27 Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly,

and steal away from me ; and why didst thou
not tell me, that I might have sent thee away
with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and
with harp?

28 And (why) hast thou not suffered me to

kiss my sons and my daughters? now thou
hast acted foolishly in so doing.

29 It is in the power of my hand to do you
hurt ; but the God of your father spoke unto
me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that
thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.

30 And now, thou wouldest needs be gone,

because thou greatly longedst after thy father's

* Heb. " Stole the heart of Laban."
'' i. e. Use no threats or persuasion to induce him to

return to Syria.

" Lit. " Felt over."

house
;

(yet) wherefore hast thou stolen my
gods?

31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban,
Because I was afraid, for I said, Peradventure
thou wouldest take by force thy daughters
from me.

32 With whomsoever thou findest thy gods,

let him not live ; before our brethren seek out
thou what is thine with me, and take it to

thee ; but Jacob knew not that Rachel had
stolen them.

33 And Laban went into the tent ofJacob,

and into the tent of Leilh, and into the tent

of the two maid-servants ; but he found no-

thing ; he then went out of the tent of Leah,
and entered into Rachel's tent.

34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and
put them in the saddle-cushion of the camel,

and sat upon them ; and Laban searched" all

the tent, and found nothing.

35 And she said to her father. Let it not

displease my lord that I cannot rise up before

thee ; for the custom of women is upon me

;

and thus he searched, but found not the images.

36 Now Jacob became wroth, and quar-

relled with Laban ; and Jacob answered** and
said to Laban, What is my trespass ? what is

my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after

me?
37 Although thou hast searched all my

goods, what hast thou found of all the articles

of thy household ? set it here before my bre-

thren and thy brethren, that they may judge

between us both.

38 These twenty years have I been with

thee : thy ewes and thy she-goats have not

cast their young ;" and the rams of thy flock

have I not eaten.

39 That which was torn of beasts I brought

not unto thee ; I had to bear the loss of it, ol'

my hand didst thou require it, whatever was
stolen by day, and stolen by night.

40 (Where) I was in the day the heat con-

sumed me, and the frost by night; and my
sleep departed from my eyes.

41 These twenty years have I been in thy

house ; I have served thee fourteen years for

thy two daughters, and six years for thy flocks

:

and thou hast changed my wages ten times.

* Amheim renders " commenced," in which sense the

verb nJi' is found at times. (See Deut. xxvii. 14.)
" (". e. Carelessness in not attending properly to the

flock could never be charged to me.
89
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42 Except tlie God of my father, the God
of Abraham, and the Fear of Isaac, had been

with me, surely thou hadst now sent me away
empty ; my affliction and the labour of my
hands God hath seen, and decided' yester-

night.*

43 And Laban answered and said unto

Jacob, The daughters are my daughters, and
the children are my children, and the flocks

are my flocks, and all that thou seest is mine

;

but as to my daughters, what can I do unto

them this day, or unto their children whom
they have born ?

44 And now, come thou, let us make a

covenant, I and thou ; and let it be for a Avit-

ness between me and thee.

45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up
for a pillar.

46 And Jacob said unto his brethren,

Gather stones; and they took stones, and
made a heap : and they ate there upon the

heap.

47 And Laban called it Yegar-sahadutha :''

but Jacob called it Galed.*"

48 And Laban said, This heap is a witness

between me and thee this day ; therefore called

he its name Galed

;

49 And Mitzpah f for he said. The Lord
shall watch between me and thee, when we
are absent one from the other

;

50 If thou shouldest afflict my daughters, or

if thou shouldest take other wives besides my
daughters, when there is no man with us

:

see, God is ^vitness between me and thee.

51 And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this

heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast

up between me and thee
;

52 Witness be this heap and witness be
this pillar, that I will not pass by this heap,

and that thou shalt not paiss unto me by this

heap and this pillar, for evil.

53 The God of Abraham and the God of

Nachor shall judge between us, the God of

their father ; but Jacob swore by the Fear of

his father Isaac.

54 Then Jacob slew some cattle'' upon the

* Meaning, tbat by the direction given to Laban not to

urge Jacob's return, God had decided that Jacob had acted

rightly, and that Laban had been the wrong-doer.
' This, the Aramaic name, is identical with the He-

brew appellation of Jacob, meaning the " heap of testi-

mony."
° From nijy tzaphoh, " to see, to watch."
* After Ra.shi, who does not agree with the English
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mount, and called his brethren to eat bread
;

and they did eat bread, and tarried all night
on the mount.*

CHAPTER XXXII.'
1 And early in the morning Laban rose up,

and kissed his sons and his daughters and
blessed them ; and Laban departed, and re-

turned unto his own place.

2 And Jacob went on his way, and there

met him angels of God.

3 And when Jacob saw them, he said. This
is a host of God ; and he called the name of

that place Machanayim.'

Haphtorah in Hoshea xi. 7 to xii. 12. Some read from xii.

13, to xiv. 10.

SECTION VIII. VAYISHLACH, nSt''l.

4 ^ And Jacob sent messengers before him
to Esau his brother unto the land of Se'ir, the

country^ of Edom.
5 And he commanded them, saying, Thus

shall ye speak unto my lord, to Esau, Thus
saith thy servant Jacob, With Laban have I

sojourned, and stayed until now.
6 And I have acquired oxen, and asses,

flocks, and men-servants, and Avomen-ser-

vants ; and I send now to tell my lord, to find

grace in thy ej^es.

7 And the messengers returned to Jacob,

saying, We came to thy brother, to Esau, and
also he cometh to meet thee, and four hun-

dred men Avith him.

8 Then Jacob was greatly afraid, and he
felt distressed ; and he diAdded the people that

were with him, and the flocks, and the herds,

and the camels, into two bands.

9 And he said, if Esau should come to the

one band and smite it, then the other band
which is left may escape.

• 10 And Jacob said, God of my father

Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the

Lord who saidst unto me. Return unto thy

country, and to thy birthplace, and I mil
deal well Avith thee :

version in making it a sacrifice.

—

dhS " broad," as here

given, means a "prepared meal," or "dinner."
* In the English version, chap, xxxii. commences witli

V. 2.

' " Two camps," or " hosts."

» Heb. " Fields." Dubuo explains, " to the land of

Seir, that part where Edom (Esau) dwelt."
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11 I am not worthy" of all the mercies,

and of all the truth, which thou hast shown
unto thy servant ; for with my staff I passed

over this Jordan; and now I am become two
bands.

12 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau ; for I

fear him, lest he will come and smite me, the

mother Avith the children.

13 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee

good, and make thy seed as the sand of the

sea, which cannot be numbered for multi-

tude.*

14 And he lodged there that same night

;

and he took of that which he carried with

him*" a present for Esau his brother

:

15 Two hundred she-goats, and twenty he-

goats, two hundred ewes, and .twenty rams,

16 Thirty milch camels mth their colts,

forty cows, and ten bulls, twenty she-asses,

and ten foals.

17 And he delivered them into the hand
of his servants, every drove by itself; and he
said unto his servants. Pass on before me, and
put a space between drove and drove.

18 And he commanded the foremost, say-

ing. When Esau my brother should meet thee,

and ask thee, saying. Whose art thou? and
whither art thou going? and for whom are

these before thee?

19 Then shalt thou say. They belong to

thy servant, to Jacob ; it is a present sent unto

my lord, to Esau; and, behold, also, he is him-
self behind us.

20 And so he commanded also the second,

also the third, as also all that followed the

droves, saying. After this manner shall ye
speak unto Esau, when ye find him.

21 And say ye moreover. Behold, also thy

servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I

will appease him with the present that

goeth before me, and afterward I vnll see his

face
;
peradventure he Avill receive" me kindly.

' " My merits have been diminished through all," &c.—Onkelos and Rashi. There is no warrant to render

it, with the English version, " I am not worthy of the least

of," &c., there being no word in the text to correspond

with the addition.

^ Heb. " Which had come to his hand," meaning
" the cattle in which his wealth consisted, and from these

he sent ; for he was on the way, and had no opportunity

to send silver and gold and precious things."

—

Ramban.
° Lit. " he will bear my face," since one is not able

to look with composure in the face of the person who has

not obtained his forgiveness.

22 The present went thus on before him

;

and he lodged himself that night in the camp.
23 And he rose up that night, and he took

his two wives, and his two women-servants,
and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford

of the Yabbok.
24 And he took them, and sent them over

the stream, and sent over what he had.
25 And Jacob Avas left alone ; and there

wrestled a man Avith him until the breaking
of the day.*^

26 And Avhen he saAV that he could not pre-

vail against him, he struck agamst° the hol-

loAV of his thigh ; and the hoUoAV of Jacob's

thigh Avas put out of joint, as he Avas Avrestling

Avitli him.

27 And he said, Let me go, for the day
hath daAvned. And he said, I will not let

thee go until thou hast blessed me.
28 And he said unto him. What is thy

name ? and he said, Jacob.

29 And he said. Not Jacob shall any more
be called thy name, but Israel f for as a prince^

hast thou poAver Avith God and Avith men, and
hast prevailed.

30 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell

me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said.

Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my
name ? And he blessed him there.*

31 And Jacob called the name of the place

Peniel :'' for I have seen an angel of God' face

to face, and my life hath been preserved.

32 And the sun rose unto him as he passed

by Penuel, and he halted upon his thigh.

33 Therefore the children of Israel do not

eat the sincAv which'' shrank, Avhich is upon
the holloAv of the thigh, mito this day; because

he struck against the holloAV of Jacob's thigh

on the sincAV that shrank.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked,

and behold, Esau came, and with him four

* More correctly, " the rise of the morning dawn."
° Lit. " He touched on the pan of," &c.
' " Prince of God," SxiE^' I'isniel, "wa sar, " prince,"

and ha EI, " God."
« The moderns render, " for thou hast striven for the

mastery with divine beings (angels) and with men, and
hast conquered."

' YroxD. panim, " face," and El, " God."
' After Onkelos.
' Philippson and others, " tendon" and explain with

teiido Achilli's.
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hundred men. And he divided the children

unto Leiih, and unto Rachel, and unto the two
handmaids.

2 And he put the handmaids and their

children foremost, and Leiih and her children

after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.

3 And he himself passed on before them,

and bowed himself to the gromid seven times,

until he came near to his brother.

4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him;
and they Avept.

5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the

women and the children ; and said. Who are

these Avith thee ? And he said, The children

whom God hath graciously given thy servant.*

G Then came the handmaidens near, they

and their children, and they l^wed themselves.

7 And Leiih also with her children came
near, and they bowed themselves ; and after

that came Joseph near and Rachel, and they

bowed themselves.

8 And he said, What meanest thou by all

this drove which I have met? And he said. To
find grace in the eyes of my lord.

9 And Esau said, I have enough, my bro-

ther, keep unto thyself what thou hast.

10 And Jacob said, This must not be, I

pray thee ; if I have but found grace in thy
eyes, then do thou receive my present at my
hand; since I have seen thy face, it is as

though I had seen the face of an angel, and
because thou hast received me kindly.*

11 Take, I pray thee, my present'' that is

brought to thee ; because God hath dealt

graciously with me, and because I have a

plenty of all. And he urged him, and he
took it.

12 And he said. Let us depart, and move
farther, and I will travel near thee.

13 And he said unto him, My lord knoweth
that the children are tender, and the tlocks

and herds with young are a charge on me :'

and if they should overdrive them one day, all

the flock would die.

14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass on before

his servant: and I will lead on slowly, accord-

ing as the cattle that goeth before me and

• After Ilashi. "i Hcb. "blessing."
° Arnlioim and Pliilippson regard 'S;' as a Syriae plural

from till! singular hy " the young," and render, "and the

floeks and the herds suckle the young."
'' From succah, " a booth."

42

the children may be able to travel, until 1

come unto my lord unto Se'ir.

15 And Esau said. Let me, I pray thee,

leave with thee some of the people that are

with me. And he said, What needeth it ? let

me only find grace in the eyes ofmy lord.

16 So Esau returned that day on his way
unto Se'ir.

17 And Jacob journeyed to Succoth and
built himself a house, and for his cattle he
made booths; therefore he called the name
of the place Succoth.''

18 Tl And Jacob came in good health to the

city of Shechem, which is in the land of Ca^

naan, when he came from Padan-aram; and
he encamped before the city.

19 And he bought the parcel of the field,

where he had spread his tent, at the hand of

the children of Chamor, the father of Shechem,
for a hundred kessitah."

20 And he erected there an altar, and
called it, El-Elohe-Israel.*'

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 ^ And Dinah the daughter of Leiih,

whom she had torn unto Jacob, went out to

look about among the daughters of the land.

2 And Shechem the son of Chamor the

Hivite, the prince of the country, saw her;

and he took her, and lay with her, and did

her violence.

3 And his soul clave unto Dinah the

daughter of Jacob, and he loved the maiden,

and spoke kindly unto the maiden.

4 And Shechem spoke unto Chamor his

father, saying, Get me this girl for wife.

5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled

Dinah his daughter; but his sons were with

his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his

peace'' until they were come.

And Chamor the father of Shechem went
out unto Jacob to speak with him.

7 And the sons of Jacob came from the

field when they heard it, and the men were
grieved, and it excited their anger greatly

;

because he had wrought a disgraceful thing

in Israel to lie with the daughter of Jacob,

and this ought not to be done.

* A particular coin, of unknown value. The notion of

(leseniu.s that each was worth four shekels is mere con-

jeeturo.

' " God, the God of Israel."

' i. r. Kept silent.
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8 And Chamor spoke with them, saying,

The soul of Shechem my son longeth for your
daughter; give her, I pray you, unto him for

wife.

9 And intermarry with us
;
your daughters

ye shall give unto us, and our daughters ye
may take unto yourselves.

10 And with us shall ye dwell; and the

land shall be open before you; dwell and
trade ye therein, and acquire possessions

therein.

11 And Shechem said unto her father and
unto her brother, Let me but find grace in

your eyes, and whatever ye may say unto

me, I will give.

12 Ask of me ever so much dowry and
gift, and I Avill give, just as ye may say unto

me; but give me the maiden for wife.

13 And the sons of Jacob answered She-

chem and Chamor liis father ^vith cunning,

and spoke; because he had defiled Dinah
their sister.

14 And they said unto them. We cannot

do this thing, to give our sister to one that is

uncircumcised ; for that would be a reproach

unto us.

15 But on this condition will we consent

unto you ; if ye will become as we are, that

every male of you be circumcised

:

16 Then -ivill we give our daughters unto
you, and we Avill take your daughters unto

us ; and we will dwell with you, and we will

become one people.

17 But if ye "vvill not hearken unto us, to

be circumcised, then will we take our daugh-

ter, and go our way.
18 And their words were pleasing in the

eyes of Chamor, and in the eyes of Shechem,
the son of Chamor.

19 And the young man deferred not to do
the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's

daughter; and he Avas the most honoured of

all the house of his father.

20 And Chamor and Shechem his son came
unto the gate of their city, and spoke with
the men of their city, saying,

21 These men are peaceably inclined with
us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and

" Mendelssohn renders, " And they wish to dwell in

the land and travel ahout therein."
"" Rashi; but Onkelos refers nt33 "secure," to the in-

habitants of the city, as if it said, "expecting no dan-

ger."

trade therein ;* and the land, behold, it is large

enough on all sides before them ; their daugh-
ters we will take unto us for wives, and our
daughters we will give mito them.

22 Only with this condition will the men
consent unto us to dwell with us, to become
one people, if every male among us be circum-

cised, as they are circimicised.

23 Their cattle and their substance and
every beast of theirs—will they not be ours?

only let us consent unto them, that they may
dwell with us.

24 And unto Chamor and unto Shechem
his son hearkened all that went out of the

gate of his city ; and all the males were cir-

cumcised, all that went out of the gate of his

city.

25 And it came to pass on the third day,

when they were sore, that two of the sons of

Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers,

took each his sword, and came upon the city

unresisted'' and slew all the males.

26 And they slew Chamor and Shechem
his son with the edge of the sword ; and they

took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went
out.

27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain,

and spoiled the city, because they had defiled

their sister.

28 They took their sheep, and their oxen,

and their asses, and that which was in the

city, and that which was in the field,

29 And all their wealth, and all their little

ones, and their wives they took captive, and
spoiled; and all that was in the house.

30 And Jacob said unto Simeon and Levi,

Ye have troubled me, to cause me to be hated"

among the mhabitants of the land, among the

Canaanites and the Perizzites: and as I am
but few in number, they may gather them-

selves together against me, and slay me ; and
I would be destroyed, I and my house.

31 And they said, Should he deal with our

sister as with a harlot?

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 ^ And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go

up to Beth-el, and dwell there; and make

° 'WK2T^h means literally " to cause me to be in bad

odour," from t7K3 "to stink," which term is then figura-

tively applied to a tainted reputation, which produces

hate in others. Hence the translation in the text.
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there an altar unto the God that appeared

unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of

Esau thy brother.

2 Then said Jacob unto his household, and

to all that were with him, Put away the

strange gods" that are among you, and cleanse

yourselves, and change your garments.

3 And let us ai'ise, and go up to Beth-el;

and I will make there an altar unto the God
who answered me in the day of my distress,

and was with me on the way which I went.

4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange

gods which were in their hand, and the ear-

rings which were m their ears ; and Jacob hid

them under the oak which was near Shechem.

5 And they journeyed; and the terror of

God was upon the cities that were round

about them, and they did not pursue after the

sons of Jacob.

6 So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the

land of Canaan, that is, Beth-el, he and all

the people that were ^vith him.

7 And he built there an altar, and called

the place El-beth-el t* because there God" ap-

peared unto him, when he fled from the face

of his brother.

8 And Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and
she was buried beneath'' Beth-el imder an

oak : and he called its name Allon-bachuth.°

9 ^ And God appeared unto Jacob again,

when he came from Padan-aram, and blessed

him.

10 And God said unto him, Thy name is

Jacob; thy name shall not be called any
more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name

:

and he called his name Israel.

11 And God said unto him, I am God the

Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation

and an assemblage of nations' shall spring

from thee, and kings shall come out of thy

loins.*

12 And the land which I gave to Abraham
and Isaac, to thee wU I give it; and to thy

seed after thee will I give the land.

13 And God went up from him on the

place where he had spoken with him.*

14 And Jacob set up a pillar at the place

* Keferring probably to images they had found among
the spoil of the city of Shechem.

•> " God of Bethel."
" According to Rashi and the Massorah ; but On-

kclos renders, " for there appeared to him the angels of

the Lord."
* On the declivity leading to it.
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where he had spoken with him, a pillar of
stone ; and he poured a drink offering thereon,

and he poured oil thereon.

15 And Jacob called tlie name of the place

where God had spoken with him, Beth<'l.

16 And they journeyed from Beth-el; and
there was yet some distance to come to

Ephrath, when Rachel travailed, and she had
hard labour.

17 And it came to pass, when she was in

hard labour, that the midAvife said unto her,

Fear not; for this child also is a son for

thee.s

18 And it came to pass, as her soul was
departing, (for she died,) that she called his

name Ben-oni :'' but his father called him Ben-

jamin.'

19 And so Rachel died, and was buried on
the way to Ephrath, which is Beth-lcchem.

20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave

;

this is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto his

day.

21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his

tent beyond the tower of flocks (Eder)

.

22 And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt

in that land, that Reuben went and lay with

Bilhah his father's concubine; and Israel

heard it.

^ Now the sons of Jacob were twelve.

23 The sons of Leiih, Jacob's first-boni, Reii-

ben, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and
Issachar, and Zebulun.

24 The sous of Rachel, Joseph, and Ben-

jamin.

25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's hand-

maid, Dan, and Naphtali.

26 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's hand-

maid, Gad, and Asher: these are tlie sons of

Jacob, that were bom to him in Padan-aram.

27 And Jacob came unto Isaac his fother

unto Mamr^, the city of Arbah, which is

Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac had so-

journed.

28 And the days of Isaac wcve one hun-

dred and eighty years.

29 And Isaac departed this life, and died,

and was gathered unto his people, old and

• " Oak of weeping."
' " Tribes."

—

Onkelos.
' No doubt referring to Rachel's wish at the birth of

Joseph. (Gen. xx-^c. '24.)

^ " Son of my pain."
' " Son of my old age."
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full of days; and Esau and Jacob his sons

buried him.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
1 ][ Now these are the generations of Esau,

who is Edoni.

2 Esau took his wives of the daughters of

Canaan ; Adah" the daughter of Elon the Hit-

tite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah
the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;

3 And Bahsemath Ishmael's daughter, the

sister of Nebayoth.
4 And Adah bore to Esau Eliphaz; and

Bahsemath bore Reiiel;

5 And Aholibamah bore Yeiish, and Ya'lam,
and Korach : these are the sons of Esau, that

wei'e born unto him in the land Canaan.

C And Esau took his wives, and his sons,

and his daughters, and all the persons of his

house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and
all his substance, wliich he had gotten in the

land of Canaan; and went into another

country from the face of his brother Jacob.

7 For their riches were more than that

they might dwell together; and the land of

their sojournmg could not bear them, because

of their cattle.

8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Se'ir: Esau
is Edom.

9 And these are the generations of Esau
the father of the Edom in mount Se'ir.

10 These ai'e the names of Esau's sons:

Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau,

Reiiel the son of Bahsemath the wife of Esau.

11 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman,
Omar, Zepho, and Ga'tam, and Kenaz.

12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz

•Esau's son : and she bore to Elipliaz Amalek

;

these were the sons of Adah, Esau's wife.

13 And these are the sons of Reiiel: Nar
chath, and Zerach, Shammah, and Mizzah;

these were the sons of Bahsemath, Esau's

wife.

14" And these were the sons of Aholibamah,
the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon,

* In Genesis xxvi. 34, the wives of Esau are called

Judith, daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bahsemath,

daughter of Elon; we may therefore assume that the

daughter of Beeri died childless, when Esau took Aholi-

bamah ; and regarding the names of Adah, in the case of

the daughter of Elon, and of Bahsemath, the daughter of

Ishmacl, we can suppose that they may have been terms

of endearment applied to them. For instance, mj> 'Adah,

from ^•\y 'Adi, "ornament," nDB'3 Bahsemath, from aoi

Esau's wife : and she bore to Esau Yeiish, and
Ya'lam, and Korach.

15 These are the dukes'" of the sons of
Esau; the sons of Eliphaz the firsl>bom of

Esau : duke Teman, duke Omai", duke Zepho,
duke Kenaz,

16 Duke Korach, duke Ga'tam, duke Ama^
lek; these are the dukes of Elipliaz in the

land of Edom ; these are the sons of Adah.
17 And these are the sons of Reiiel Esau's

son ; duke Nachath, duke Zerach, duke Sham-
mah, duke Mizzah; these ai'e the dukes of
Reiiel in the land of Edom; these are the
sons of Bahsemath Esau's wife.

18 And these are the sons of Aholibamah,
Esau's wife : duke Yeiish, duke Ya'lam, duke
Korach ; these are the dukes of Aholibamah
the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife.

19 These are the sons of Esau, and these

are their dukes; this is Edom.'^'

20 ^ These are the sons of Seir the Chorite,

who inhabited the land : Lotan, and Shobal,

and Zibeon, and Anah,
21 And Dishon, and Etzer, and Dishan;

these are the dukes of the Chorites, the chil-

dren of Seir in the land of Edom.
22 And the children of Lotan were Chori

and Heman ; and Lotan's sister was Timna.
23 And these were the children of Shobal:

Alvan, and Manachath, and Ebal, Sheplio,

and Onam.
24 And these are the children of Zibeon

:

both Ajah, and Anah; this was that Anah
that found the mules'" in the wilderness, as

he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.

25 And these are the children of Anah

:

Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of

Anah.
26 And these are the children of Dishan -^

Chemdan, and Eshban, and Yithran, and
Cheran.

27 These are the children of Etzer: Bilhan,

and ZaJivan, and Akan.
28 These are the children of Dishan : Uz,

and Aran.

bossem, "spice." Such names are not uncommon in the

East.
* Others, "princes of tribes."

" The word d'O' yemim, here rendered "mules," has

been variously interpreted, as it is but once met with;

the first with mules; secondly, with "giants," same as

cmim, and again "warm springs." The version here is

according to Talmud.
* Eng. ver. " Dishon."
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29 These are the dukes of the Chorites:

duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke

Anah

;

30 Duke Dishon, duke Etzer, duke Dishan

;

these are the dukes of the Chorites, after their

dukes in the land of Seir.

31 ][ And these are the kings that reigned

in the land of Edom, before there reigned any
king over the children of Israel."

32 And there reigned in Edom Bela the

son of Beor : and the name of his city Avas

Dinhabah.

33 And Bela died, and there reigned in his

stead Yobab the son of Zerach of Bozrah.

34 And Yobab died, and there reigned in

his stead Chusham of the land of Teman.
35 And Chusham died, and there reigned

in his stead Hadad the son of Bedad, who
smote Midian in the field of Moiib; and the

name of his city Avas Avith.

36 And Hadad died, and there reigned in

his stead Samlah of Masrekah.

37 And Samlah died, and there reigned

in his stead Shaiil of Rechoboth by the

river.

38 And Shaiil died, and there reigned in

his stead Baal-chanan the son of Achbor.

39 And Baal-chanan the son of Achbor
died, and there reigned in his stead Hadar,

and the name of his city was Paii ; and his

wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of

Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.*

40 And these are the names of the dukes

of Esau, according to their families, after

their places, by their names : duke Timna,
duke Alvah, duke Yetheth,

41 Duke Aholi-bamah, duke Elah, duke
Pinon,

42 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mib-

zar,

43 Duke Magdiel, duke Irani : these are

the dukes of Edom, according to their habita-

tions in the land of their possession ; this is

Esau the father of the Edom.

Ilaphtorah in Ilosca xii. 1.3, to xiv. 10. Others read fromxi.

7 to xii. 12. The Portuguese rcadObadiah i. 1-21.

* It is highly probable that the last of the eight kings

mentioned here, was the king of Edom in the days of

Moses, ('Numb. xx. 14,) and this verse then only ex-

presses tnat Edom had a consolidated government, while

Israel wa.s enslaved.
''

r. e. He kept more with them than the others who
were the .sons of Lciih.

' This refers to his brothers mentioned at first.

4G

SECTION IX. VAYESHEB, Dtril.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

1 ^ And Jacob dwelt in the land of his

father's sojourning, in the land of Canaan.

2 These are the generations of Jacob. Jo-

seph, being seventeen years old, was feeding

the flock with his brothers ; and he was as a

lad'' with the sons of Bilhah, and Avith the

sons of Zilpah, his father's Avives ; and Joseph
brought evil reports of them" unto his father.

3 NoAv Israel loved Joseph more than all

his children, because he was the son of his

old age ; and he made him a coat of many
colours."*

4 And Avhen his brothers saAv that their

father loved him more than all his brothers,

they hated him, and could not sjjeak peace-

ably unto him.

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he

told it his brothers : and they hated him yet

the more.

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray

you, this dream Avhich I have dreamed.

7 And, behold, Ave Avere binding sheaves in

the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also re-

mained standing upright ; and, behold, your
sheaA^es placed themselves round about, and
made obeisance to my sheaf

8 And his brothers said to him, Shalt thou

indeed reign OA'er us ? or shalt thou indeed

have dominion OA^er us ? And they hated him
yet the more for his dreams, and for his Avords.

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and
told it his brothers; and he said, Behold, I

have dreamed a dream more; and, behold,

the sun and the moon and eleA'en stars made
obeisance to me.

10 And he told it to his father, and to his

brothers; and his father rebuked him, and
said unto him, What is this dream that thou

hast dreamed ? Shall AA*e indeed come, I and
thy mother, and thy brothers, to boAv doAvn

ourselves to thee to the earth ?

11 And his brothers envied him; but his

father noted" the matter (in his mind).'^'

* Here is shown the danger of preferring one child be-

fore the others, although he may deserve it ; the preference

shown by Jacob was as much cause for the hatred toward

Joseph as his own fault of talebearing.

• Aben Ezra, Rashi comments, " He waited and watched

to see when it would come to pass." Onkelos renders

1^^^ with " the word."
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12 And his brothers went to feed their

father's flocks in Shechem.
13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not

thy brothers feed (the flocks) in Shechem?
come, and I Avill send thee unto them. And
he said to him, Here am I."

14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee,

see whether it be well with thy brothers, and
well with the flocks ; and bring me word again.

So he sent him from the vale of Hebron, and
he came to Shechem.

15 And a certain man found him, and, be-

hold, he was wandering astray in the field ; and
the man asked him, saying, What seekest

thou?
16 And he said, I seek my brothers; tell

me, I pray thee, where they are feeding their

flocks ?

17 And the man said, They are departed

hence; for I heard them say. Let us go to

Dothan. And Joseph went after his brothers,

and found them in Dothan.

18 And when they saw him afar off", even
before he came near unto them, they con-

spired against him to slay him.

19 And they said one to another, Behold,

here cometh this man of dreams.

20 And now, come and let us slay him,

and cast him into one of the pits, and we will

say. Some evil beast hath devoured him

;

and we shall see what will become of his

dreams.

21 And when Reiiben heard it, he de-

livered him out of their hand ; and he said.

Let us not put him to death.

22 And Reiiben said unto them, Do not

shed blood ; but cast him mto this pit that is

in the wilderness, but do not lay hand upon
him;—in order that he might deliver him
out of their hand, to bring him back again to

his father.*

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was
come unto his brothers, that they stript Jo-

seph of his coat, the coat of many colours

that was on him

;

24 And they took him, and cast him into

the pit; and the pit was empty; there was no
water in it.

• This phrase, frequently used in Scripture, expresses

the readiness to do what is bidden.
^ " The term Ishmaelites, in this and verse 25, appears

to have been the collective names of all the Dip 'J3 ' the

eastern nations;' as the Turks now call all Europeans,

25 And they sat do-vvn to eat bread : and
they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, be-

hold, a company of Ishmaelites was coming
from Gileiid ; and their camels were bearing

spicery, and balm, and lotus, going to carry

it down to Egypt.

26 And Judah said unto his brothers, What
profit will it be if we slay our brother, and
conceal his blood?

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ish-

maelites, but let our hand not be upon him

;

for he is our brother, our flesh. And his bro-

thers hearkened to him.

28 And when the Midianitish'' men, mer-
chants, passed by, they drew and lifted up
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the

Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver : and
they brought Joseph into Egypt.

29 And when Reiiben returned unto the

pit, and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit,

he rent his clothes.

30 And he returned unto his brothers, and
said. The child is not there ; and I, whither

shall I go ?

31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed

a he-goat," and dipped the coat in the blood

;

32 And they sent the coat of many colours,

and they brought it to their father, and said.

This have we found : acknowledge, we pray

thee, whether it be thy son's coat or not.

33 And he recognised it, and said, It is my
son's coat ; an evil beast hath devoured him

;

Joseph is surely torn in pieces.

34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put

sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for

his son many days.

35 And all his sons and all his daughter
rose up to comfort him; but he refused to

be comforted; and he said. For I must go

down unto my son, mourning, into the grave

;

thus his father wept for him.

36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt
unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, the

captain of the guards.*

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

1 ^ And it came to pass at that time, that

Judah went doAvn from his brothers, and he

' Franks.' "

—

Arnheim. The Midianitish merchants are

accordingly the same Ishmaelites spoken of at first ; and

this, which is also after Rashbani, is evidently ihc correct

construction.

° Heb. " buck of the goats."
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pitched" his tent with a certain Adullamite

whose name was Chirah.

2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a

certain Canaanite,'' whose name was Shua

;

and he took her, and went in unto her.

3 And she conceived, and bore a son ; and

he called his name 'Er.

4 And she conceived again, and bore a son

;

and she called his name Onan.

5 And she again bore another son ; and
she called his name Shelah : and he was at

Chezib, when she bore him.

6 And Judah took a wife for 'Er his first-

born, whose name was Tamar.
7 And 'Er, Judah's fii-st-born, was displeas-

ing in the eyes of the Lord ; and the Lord
slew him.

8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto

thy brothei''s wife, and take her, as her

brother-in-law," and raise up seed to thy

brother.

9 Onan thus knew that the seed should

not be his ; and it came to pass, when he went
in unto his brother's Avife, that he spilled it

on the ground, so as not to give seed unto his

brother.

10 And the thing which he did was dis-

pleasing in the eyes of the Lord ; wherefore

he slew him also.

1

1

Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter-

in-law. Remain a widow at thy father's house,

till Shelah my son be groA\Ti ; for he thought,

Lest peradventure he die also, as his brothers

have done. And Tamar went and dwelt in

her father's house.

12 And many days had elapsed when the

daughter of Shua, Judah's wife, died; and
after Judah was comforted, he went up unto

his sheep-shearers, he and his friend Chirah

the Adullamite, to Timnah.
13 And it was told unto Tamar, saying,

Behold thy fathor-in-law goeth up to Timnah
to shear his sheep.

14 And she put her widow's garments off

from her, and covered herself with a vail, and
concealed her f;ice, and seated henself at the

cross-road,'' which is by the way to Timnah

;

for she saw that Shelah was grown, and slie

was not given unto him for wife.

' Mendolssohn ; Ila.shi and others render B'l "and re-

moving took up his residence witli," &c.
'' " Merchant."

—

O.nkelos.
" See Deut. xxv. 5, G.

" RaHhi ; " at the entrance to the double-spring," Aben
48

15 And Judah saw her, and thought her
to be a harlot; because she had covered her
face.

IG And he turned unto her bj^ the way,
and said. Go to, I pray thee, let me come in

unto thee
;
(for he knew not that she was his

daughter-in-law.) And she said. What wilt

thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto
me?

17 And he said, I vdW send thee a kid

from the flock. And she said, If thou Avilt

give me a pledge, till thou send it.

18 And he said, What is the pledge which
I shall give thee ? And she said. Thy signet,

and thy scarf," and thy staff that is in thy
hand. And he gave them to her, and came
in unto her, and she conceived by him.

19 And she arose, and went away, and laid

by her vail from her, and put on the gamients
of her widowhood.

20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of

his friend the Adullamite, to take the pledge

out of the woman's hand ; but he found her

not.

21 Then he asked the men of her place,

saying. Where is the harlot, that was at the

cross-road on the highway ? And they said,

There hath been no harlot in this neighbour-

hood.

22 And he returned to Judah, and said, I

cannot find her; and also the men of the

place have said. There hath been no harlot

in this place.

23 And Judah said. Let her keep it, lest

we be put to shame ; behold, I sent this kid,

and thou hast not found her.

24 And it came to pass about three months
after, that it was told to Judah, saying, Ta-

mar thy daughter-in-law hath played the har-

lot; and also, behold, she is with child by

piustitution. And Judah said. Lead her forth,

and let her be burnt.

25 When she was led forth, she seiit to her

father-in-law, saying. By the man, whose
these are, am I with child : and she said, Ac-
knowledge, I pray thee, to whom belong

these, the signet, the scarf, and stafl'.

20 And Judah acknowledged them, and
said, She hath been more righteous than 1

;

Ezra; "at the gate of 'Enayinj," according to others,

thinking it identical with the 'Knani of Joshua xv. 34
;

others again, " in the open place" or " open road."
• Rashi and Onkclos ; others, simply " thy string," i. e.

by which the seal was hung round the neck.
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because that I gave her jiot to Shelah my
son. And he knew her not again any more.

27 And it came to pass at the time of her

travail, that, behold, twins were in her

womb.
!

28 And it came to pass, when she tra-J

vailed, that the one put out his hand : and
]

the midwife took and bound upon his hand a

scarlet thread, saying, This came out first.

29 And it came to pass, as he drew back

his hand, that, behold his brother came out;

and she said, How hast thou broken forth?

this breach is upon thee : therefore his name

was called Peretz.*

30 And afterward came out his brother,

that had the scarlet thread upon his hand

:

and his name was called Zerach.*"*

CHAPTER XXXIX.
1 ^ And Joseph was brought down to

Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh,

the captain of the guards, an Egyptian, bought

him of the hands of the IshmaeUtes, who had

brought him do^^^l thither.

2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he

was a prosperous man; and he was thus m
the house of his master the Egy^Dtian.

3 And when his master saw that the Lord

was with him, and that the Lord caused all

that he did to prosper in his hand

:

4 Joseph found grace in his eyes, and he

served him ; and he made him overseer over

his house, and all that he had he put mto his

hand.

5 And it came to pass from the time he

had made him overseer in his house, and over

all that he had, that the Lord blessed the

Egyptian's house for the sake of Joseph ; and

the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he

had, in the house and in the field.

6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's

hand; and he troubled himself not' about

aught he had, save the bread which he did

eat. And Joseph was handsome in fomi and

handsome in appearance.*

7 And it came to pass after these things,

that his master's wife cast her eyes upon

Joseph ; and she said. Lie with me.

8 But he refused, and said unto his mas-

ter's wife, Behold, my master troubleth him-

self not about what is with me in the house,

and he hatli committed all that he hath into

my hand;
9 There is none greater in this house than

I ; neither hath he kept back any thing from

me but thee, because thou art his wife : how
then can I do this great evil, and sin against

God?*
10 And it came to .pass, as she spoke to

Joseph day by day, and he hearkened not

unto her, to lie' by her, or to be with her

;

11 That it came to pass one particular

day, that he went into the house to do his

busmess; and there was none of the men of

the house there within.

12 And she caught him by his garment,

saying. Lie with me ; and he left his garment in

her hand, and fled, and ran out into the street.

13 And it came to pass, when she saw that

he had left his garment in her hand, and was

fled forth,

14 That she called unto the men of her

house, and spoke unto them, saying, See, he

hath brought in unto us a Hebrew man to

mock'' us; he came in unto me to lie with

me, and I cried with a loud voice

:

15 And it came to pass, when he heard

that I hfted up my voice and cried, .that he

left his garment with me, and fled, and ran

out into the street.

16 And she laid up his garment by her

until his lord came home.

17 And she spoke unto him according to

these words, saying. The Hebrew servant

whom thou hast brought unto us, came m
unto me to have his sport with me.

18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my
voice and cried, that he left his garment with

me, and fled out.

19 And it came to pass^ when his master

heard the words of his wife, Avhich she spoke

unto him, saying, After this manner hath

* From yii) parotz, "to break forth," "to make a

break."
'• From rni zaroacTi " to shine," applied to the svin,

" to rise."

° Heb. " Knew not."
* This assertion of Joseph clearly proves with Scripture

evidence, that the sons of Noah were prohibited the com-

mission of incest. When therefore the Canaanites became
G

corrupt, and lived in a manner so contrary to the laws of

the Bible in this respect, they were justly doomed to ex-

pulsion from the land which they bad defiled. This view

of the subject will also explain the passage in Leviticus

xis. 27, 28.
° pnx "to laugh," then "to mock," and finally "to do

acts of mischief and wantonness."
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thy servSit done to me; that his wrath was
kindled.

20 And Joseph's master took him, and put

him into the prison," the place where the

king's prisoners were imprisoned : and he was

there in the prison.

21 But the Lord was with Joseph, and

caused him to find mercy, and gave him
favour in the eyes of the superintendent of

the prison.

22 And the superintendent of the prison

committed into Joseph's hand all the prisoners

that were in the prison ; and whatsoever they

did there, was done through him.''

23 The superintendent of the prison looked

not after any thing that was under his hand,

because the Lord was with him; and that

which he did, the Lord made to prosper .'='

CHAPTER XL.

1 ^ And it came to pass after these things,

that the butler of the king of Egypt and the

baker committed an offence, against their

lord the king of Egypt.

2 And Pharaoh was wroth against his two
officers, against the chief of the butlers, and
against the chief of the bakers.

3 And he put them in ward in the house

of the captain of the guards, into the prison,

the place where Joseph was confined."

4 And the captain of the guards charged

Joseph with them, and he served them; and

they continued a season"* in ward.

5 And they dreamed a dream both of them,

each his dream in one night, each in accord-

ance with tlie interpretation of his dream, the

butler and the baker of the king of Egypt,

who were confined in the prison.

6 And Joseph came in unto them in the

morning, and looked at them, and, behold,

they were sad.

7 And he asked the officers of Pharaoh

that were with him in ward in his lord's

house, saying. Wherefore look ye so sadly

to-day?

8 And they said unto him, We have dream-

ed a dream, and there is none to interpret it.

* Lit. "prison-house."
'' Hob. "he was the doer thereof."

' From ^DX, " to bind, to imprison," not neees.sarily

llicrcfore "bound," as in the English version.
'' lUshi and Mendelssolm, "and they were a whole

year," &c.
• ')n is perhaps un ablireviation for O'lP, "nobles,
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And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpre-

tations belong to God? tell it to me, I pray
you.

9 The chief of the butlers then told his

dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my
dream, behold, a vine was before me

;

10 And on the vine were three branches:

and it was as though it budded, shot forth its

blossoms, and on its clusters the grapes be-

came ripe

:

11 And Phai'aoh's cup was in my hand;
and I took the grapes, and pressed them out

into Pharaoh's cuj), and I placed the cup into

Pharaoh's hand.

12 And Joseioh said unto him, This is its

interpretation : The three branches are three

days;

13 Within yet three days will Pharaoh
lift up thy head, and restore thee unto thy
office; and thou shalt place Pharaoh's cup
into his hand, after the former manner when
thou wast his butler.

14 Therefore if thou thinkest on me when
it shall be well with thee, then show kind-

ness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention
of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this

house

;

15 For indeed I was stolen aAvay out of

the land of the Hebrews; and here also have
I not done the least that they should put me
into the dungeon.

IG And when the chief of the bakers saw
that he had well interpreted, he said unto Jo-

seph, I also (saw) in my dream, and, behold, I

had three baskets with fine bread on m}- head :"

17 And in the uppermost basket there was
of all manner of bakemeats, used as food for

Pharaoh ; and the birds did eat them out of

the basket from my head.

18 And Joseph answered and said, This is

its interpretation : The three baskets are

three days;

19 Within yet three days Pharaoh will

lift up thy head from off" thee, and will hang
thee on a tree; and the birds .•<hall eat thy

fiesh from off thee.*

20 And it came to pass on the third day,

lords," and it is then an ellipsis for D'ln onS, "bread for

the lords." Arnheim and Rashi and others derive nn
from lin "hole," thus, "baskets full of holes." Saadinh

takes it as synonymous with tvn the Aramaic for " white,"

thus, "baskets with white or fine bread," as rendered in

our text. PJiilippson renders "baskets for tine bread,"

/. f. such as are used to put fine bread in.
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which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made
a feast unto all his servants : and he lifted up
the head of the chief of the Ijutlers and the

head of the chief of the bakers among his

servants.

21 And he restored the chief of the butlers

unto his butlership; and he placed the cup
into Pharaoh's hand;

22 But the chief of the bakers he hanged,

as Joseph had intei'preted to them.

23 Yet the chief of the butlers did not re-

member Joseph, and forgot him.

Ilaphtorah in Amos ii. 6 to iii. 8.-

SECTION X. MICKETZ, fpO.

CHAPTER XLI.

1 ][ And it came to pass at the end of two
full years, that Pharaoh dreamed ; and behold

he stood by the river.

2 And, behold, there came up out of the

river seven cows, of good appearance and fat

in flesh ; and they fed in the meadow.*
3 And, behold, seven other cows came up

after them out of the river, ill-favoured and
lean in flesh; and they stood by the other

cows upon the brink of the river.

4 And the ill-favoured and lean-fleshed

cows did eat up the seven well-favoured and
fat cows. And Pharaoh awoke.

5 And he slept and dreamed a second

time : and, behold, seven ears of corn came
up on one stalk, rank and good.

6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted''

with the east wind sprung up after them.

7 And the seven thin ears swallowed up
the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh
awoke, and, behold, it was .a dream."

8 And it came to pass in the morning that

his spirit was troubled ; and he sent and called

for all the magicians of Egj^pt, and all the

wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his

dream ; but there was none that could inter-

pret the same unto Pharaoh.
9 Then spoke the chief of the butlers unto

Pharaoh, saying. My faults I must call to re-

membrance this day

:

10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants,

and put me in ward in the house of the cap-

tain of the guards, me and the chief of the

bakers

;

11 And we dreamed a dream in one night,

I and he; we dreamed each in accordance

with the interpretation of his dream.
12 And there was with us a Hebrew lad, a

servant to the captain of the guards ; and we
told him, and he intei-preted to us our dreams

;

to each according to his dream did he inter-

pret.

13 And it came to pass, just as he had in-

terpreted to us, so it was ; me he restored

unto my office, and him he hanged.

14 Then Pharaoh sent and had Joseph
called, and they brought him hastily out of

the dungeon : and he shaved himself, and
changed his garments, and came in unto Pha-

raoh.*

15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can

interpret it: and I have heard say of thee,

that thou canst understand a dream to inter-

pret it.

IG And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying,

It is not in me; God will give an answer for

the peace of Pharaoh.*''

17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my
dream, behold, I stood upon the brink of the

river

;

18 And, behold, there came up out of the

river seven cows, fat in flesh and good in

shape; and they fed in the meadow;
19 And, behold, seven other cows came up

after them, poor and very ill-shaped and lean

in flesh ; I never saw any like these in all the

land of Egypt for ugliness

;

20 And the lean and the, ill-fiivoured cows
did eat uj) the first seven fat cows

;

21 And when they had eaten them up," it

could not l)e known that they had eaten

them; but their appearance was still as bad

as at the beginning. And I awoke.
22 And I saw in my dream, and, behold,

seven ears came up on one stalk, full and
good;

23 And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin,

* " Swamp," Rashi ;
" among the reeds," Arnheim. ° " Only on awaking he recognised that he had dreamed,

' Rashi and Onkelos take cpis as equal to npty, "to so like reality was his dream."

—

Arnheim.
thrash out, to beat frequently;" Arnheim, however, ex- " "The wisdom is not mine, but God will put an an-

plains it as equal to t]iB^ "to burn," (Song of Sol. i. 6;) [j
swer in my mouth for the welfare of Pharaoh."

—

Rashi.
which would properly give the version "blasted."

|
' Heb. "Came into their inward part."

51
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blasted with the east wind, sprung up after

them;
24 And the thin ears devoured the seven

good ears: And I told this unto the magi-

cians; but there was none that could tell it

to me.
25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The

dream of Pharaoh is one, that which God is

about to do, he hath told to Pharaoh.

26 The seven good cows are seven years;

and the seven good ears are seven years; the

dream is one.

27 And the seven thin and ill-favoured

cows that came up after them are seven

years; and the seven empty ears, blasted

with the east wind, shall be seven years of

famine.

28 This is the thing which I have spoken

unto Pharaoh : What God is about to do he

hath shown unto Pharaoh.

29 Behold, there come seven years of great

plenty throughout all the land of Egypt

:

30 And there shall arise seven years of

famine after them, when all the plenty shall

be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the

famine shall consume the land;

31 And the plenty shall not be known in

the land by reason of that famine following

it; for it shall be very grievous.

32 And as it respecteth that the dream was
doubled unto Pharaoh twice, it is because the

thing is fimily resolved on by God, and God
hasteneth to bring it to pass.

33 Now therefore let Pharaoh' look out a

man discreet and wise, and set him over the

land of Egypt.

34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him ap-

point officers over the land, and take up the

fifth part (of the produce) of the land of

Eg}'pt in the seven years of plenty.

35 And let them gather all the food of

those good years that are coming, and lay up

• "This is not an advice; for who authorized him to

act aa counsellor to the king? but it belongs likewise to

the interpretation ; therefore had God at that time also

shown him the geren years of famine, which would not

happen till after the expiration of the seven years of

plenty, in order to induce Pharaoh to look out an intelli-

gent man to heap up com for the support of the people;

for if God had not now made him acquainted with the

famine, he would not have been induced to heap up corn,

and all would then have died in the famine."

—

Dubno.
^ Arnheim leaves the Hebrew pax untranslated; On-

kclos renders it, "This is the father of the king;" but
&2

com under the hand of Pharaoh, as food in

the cities, and keep the same.

36 And that food shall be for a store to

the land against tlie seven years of famine,

which shall be in the land of Egypt ; that the

land be not cut oif through the iamine.

37 And the thing was good in the eyes of

Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.

38 And Pharaoh said unto his ser^-ants,

Can we find such a one as this, a man in

whom the spirit of God is ?*

39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Inas-

much as God hath caused thee to know all

this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou

:

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and ac-

cording to th}' word shall all my people be

ruled; only in regard to the throne will I be

greater than thou.

41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I

have set thee over all the land of Egypt.

42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his

hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, jand
arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put

a golden chain about his neck

;

43 And he caused him to ride in the second

chariot which he had ; and they cried laefore

him. Bend the knee:'' and he placed him
(thus) over all the land of Egypt.

44 And Pharaoh said unto Jo.'^eph, I am
Pharaoh ; but without thee shall no man lift

up his hand or his foot in all the land of

Egypt.

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name
Zaphenath-pa'neach ;" and he gave him Ase-

nath the daughter of Poti-pherah, the priest''

of On, for Avife. And Joseph went out over

all the land of Egypt.

46 And Joseph was thirty years old when
he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and
Joseph went out from the presence of Pha-

raoh, and went throughout all the land of

Egypt.

Mendelssohn, after other commentator.^, derives the word
from 113 " the knee," and assumes it to be in the impe-

rative of the Hiphil, with the k instead of n, which would

give us the words "bend the knee."
' "llevcaler of secret things," R.\mb.an : according to

others, however, the words are pure Egyptian, and mean
"Saviour of the world," or "of the century."

" "Lord of On," O.nkelos. This place was afterwards

called by the Greeks " Hcliopolis," the "city of the sun;"

by the Hebrews, " Beth Shemesh, " the house of the sun."

On is said to be an Egj'ptian word, signifying " light,"

or "sun."
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47 And the earth brought forth in the

seven years of plenty by handfuls.*

48 And he gathered up all the food of the

seven years, which were in the land of Egypt,
and laid up the food in the cities : the food of

the field, which was round about every city,

laid he up in the same.

49 And Joseph heaped up corn as the sand
of the sea, very much ; until he left off num-
bering, for it was without number.

50 And unto Joseph were bom two sons

before the years of famine came, whom Ase-

nath the daughter of Poti-pherah, the priest

of On, bore unto him.

51 And Joseph called the name of the

first-born Menasseh :^ For God (said he) hath
made me forget all my toil, and all my
father's house.

52 And the name of the second he called

Ephraim ;" For God (said he) hath caused me
to be fruitful in the land of my aflB^iction.*

53 And the seven years of plenty, that

was in the land of Egyjit, were ended.

54 And the seven years of famine began
to come, just as Joseph had said; and there

was famine in all the countries, but in all the

land of Eg_^'pt there was bread.

55 And when all the land of Egypt also felt

hunger, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread

:

and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go
unto Joseph ; what he saith to 3^ou, do.

56 And the famine Was over all the face

of the earth : and Joseph opened all the store-

houses,'' wherein corn was, and sold unto the

Egyptians ; for the famine grew strong in the

land of Egypt.

57 And all the countries" came into Egypt
to buy com of Joseph; because the famine

was sore in all lands.

CHAPTER XLII.

1 And when Jacob saw that there A^-as

com in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons. Why
do ye look at one another ?

* That is, each grain of corn produced a handful of its

kind.
'' Menasheh, from nashoJi, " to forget."

' Ephrayim, from paroh, " to be fruitful."

^ Hcb. "All in which was;" the ellipses arc supplied,

according to Onkelos, first with "storehouses," and

secondly, with " corn."
' This term, which is also used in the preceding verse,

and there rendered " all the earth," evidently is an hyper-

bolical expression, and alludes to the parts of the earth

2 And he said. Behold, I have heard that
there is com in Eg}-])t; get you down thither,

and buy for us provision from there, that we
may live, and not die.

3 And ten brothers of Joseph went down
to buy corn m Egypt.

4 But Benjamm, Joseph's brother, Jacob
sent not with his brothers ; for he said. Lest
mischief befall him.

5 And the sons of Israel came to buy com
among those that came; for the famine was
in the land of Canaan.

6 And Joseph, he Avas the governor over
the land, it was he that sold com to all the

people of the land ; and Joseph's brothers

came, and bowed themselves doAvn before him
with the face to the earth.

7 And Joseph saw his brothers, and he re-

cognised them ; but made himself strange unto

them, and spoke roughly unto them ; and he
said unto them ; Whence come ye ? And they
said, From the land of Canaan to buy food.

8 And Joseph recognised his brothers, but

they recognised not him.

9 And Joseph remembered the dreams
which he had dreamed concerning them, and
he said unto them. Ye are sj^ies; to see the

nakedness of the land are ye come.

10 And they said unto him, No, my lord,

thy servants are only come to buy food.

11 We all are sons of one man; we are

true men, thy servants have never been

spies.

12 And he said unto them. No! but to see

the nakedness of the land ai'e 30 come.

13 And they said, We, thy servants, are

twelve brothers, sons of one man in the land

of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this

day with our father, and one is no more.

14 And Joseph said unto them, It is' as I

have spoken unto you, saying, Ye are spies

;

15 Hereby shall ye be proved : By the life

of Pharaoh, ye shall not go forth hence, except

your youngest brother come hither.

contiguous to and having commercial intercourse with

Egypt, such as Phoenicia, Palestine, and Arabia. Men-
delssohn renders " all the people from the country around;"

but Onkelos translates here ]-iNn h2\ with Kipx 'T'T Sdi

"all inhabitants of the earth :" still the sense is the same.
' Joseph meant that the contradiction of which they

were guilty, proved the truth of his suspicion. First they

were ten brothers, and immediately afterward twelve, and

thus he pretended that he could place no confidence in

their assertions.
53
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16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your

brother, and ye shall Ije kept in jirison, that

your words may be proved, whether the truth

be with you; and if not, by the life of Pha-
raoh, ye are surely spies.

17 And he put them together into ward
three days.

18 And Joseph said unto them on the third

day. This do, and live ; I fear God.*
19 If ye be true men, let one of 3'our bro-

thers remain imprisoned in the house of your
confinement; but ye, go, carry home what
you have bought for the want of your house-

hold.

20 But your youngest brother bring unto
me; so shall your words be verified, and ye
shall not die. And they did so.

21 And they said one to aiiotlier. Truly
we are guilty* concerning our brother, in that

we saw the anguish of his soul, when he be-

sought us, and we would not hear; therefore

is this distress come upon us.

22 And Reuben answered them, saj-ing.

Did I not say unto you, thus. Do not sin

against the child; and ye would not hear?
and behold, his blood also is now required.

23 And they knew not that Joseph under-

stood them; for he spoke unto them by an
interpreter.

24 And he turned himself away from them,
and wept; and returned to them again, and
spoke with them, and took from them Simeon,
and bound him before their eyes.

25 And Joseph commanded to fill their

sacks with corn, and to restore every man's
money into his sack, and to give them pro-

vision for the way; and he*" did unto them
thus.

20 And they loaded their asses ^\^th their

com, and departed thence.

27 And one of them opened his sack, to

give his ass provender in the inn: when he
espied his money, for, behold, it was in the

mouth of his sack.

28 And he said unto liis brothers. My

* " Truly wc suffer punishment for our brother's sake,

whose anguish of soul wc saw," &c.

—

Arnheim.
' Probably alluding to the superintendent who is men-

tioned hereafter.

° They no doubt suspected that the restoration of the
money was not accidental ; hence they thought that it

was a new infliction of punishment for their sins.

* Lit. " Over me have all these events been ;" meaning, I
54

money hath been restored; and, lo, it is even
in my sack : and their heart failed them, and
they were afraid,' saying one to another. What
is this that God hath done unto us ?

29 And they came unto Jacob their father

unto the land of Canaan, and they told him
all that had befallen them; saj-ing,

30 The man, the lord of the land, spoke
roughly to us, and took us as though we were
espying the country.

31 And we said unto him. We are true

men ; Ave have never been spies :

32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our
father; the one is no more, and the youngest
is this day Avith our father in the land of

Canaan.

33 And the man, the lord of the country,

said unto us. Hereby shall I knoAv that ye
are true men : leave one of your brothers here

with me, and (the food for) the Avant of your
households take ye and be gone;

•34 And bring your youngest brother unto
me; then shall I knoAv that ye are no spies,

but that ye are true men
;
your brother I Avill

giA'e up to you, and in the land ye shall be
alloAved to traffic.

35 And it came to pass as they Avere

emptying their sacks, that, behold, CA-ery

man's bundle of money Avas in his sack : and
Avhen they saw the bundles of their money,
they and their fitther, they Avere afraid.

36 And Jacob, their father said unto

them, Me ye have bereaved of my children

:

Joseph is gone, and Simeon is gone, and
Benjamin ye Avill take aAvay; all these things

are against me.**

37 And Rciiben said unto his father, thus,

Tavo of my sons shalt thou slay, if I bring

him not to thee; deliver him into my hand,

and I Avill bring him ])ack to thee.

38 And he said. My son shall not go down
Avith you ; for his brother is dead, and he alone

is left: and if mischief befall him by the

Avay in Avhich ye go, then Avill ye bring doAvn

my gray hairs AA-ith sorroAv to the graA'e.

alone have to suffer from all these events. Jacob perhaps
suspected that his other sons, out of .some wicked feeling,

had left Joseph and Simeon to perish, and he thus up-

braids them with their indifference to his sorrows. Tln'i/

might regard little the perilling of the life of two brothers,

and endangering that of another ; but he could not be cal-

lous to the fate of those so dear to him.
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CHAPTER XLIII.

1 And the famine was sore in the land.

2 And it came to pass, when they had
completely eaten up the provisions" which they

had brought out of Egypt, that their father

said unto them, Go again, buy us a little

food.

3 And Judah said unto him, thus, The
man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye
shall not see my face, except your brother be

with you.

4 If thou wilt send our brother with us,

we will go down and buy thee food;

5 But if thou sendest him not, we will not

go down; for the man said unto us. Ye shall

not see my face, except your brother be with

you.

6 And Israel said, Wherefore have ye dealt

so ill with me, as to tell the man that ye have
yet another brother?

7 And they said, The- man inquired par-

ticularly concerning us, and our kindred, say-

ing. Is your father yet alive ? have ye another

brother? and we told him according to the

tenor of these words : could we possibly know
that he would say. Bring down your brother?

8 And Judah said mito Israel his father,

Send the lad with me, and we Avill arise and
go; that we may live, and not die, both we,

and thou, as also our little ones.

9 I will be surety for him ; from my hand
shalt thou require him: if I bring him not

unto thee, and set him before thee, then shall

I have sinned against thee all the days.

10 For, if we had not lingei'ed, surely we
had now returned the second time.

11 And their father Israel said unto them,

If it must be so now, do this ; take of the

best*" products of the land in your vessels, and
carry down to the man a present, a little balm,

and a little honey, spices, and lotus, pistar

chio-nuts and almonds

:

12 And twofold money take in your hand;
and the money that was put back in the

* laty sheher has been rendered varyingly in the text,

"corn," "provision," and "what hath been bought," as

all signifying the same.
^ Heb. niDt from "ini " to sing," or " praise," meaning

those things for which the land is praised abroad. Phi-

lippson remarks that the smallness of the present showed
the simplicity of Jacob's notions of the ruler of Egypt, as

he wished to propitiate him with a gift suitable perhaps

to the petty chiefs of Palestine. So also with regard to

mouth of your sacks, you must carry back in

your hand; peradventure it was an oversight;

13 Also your brother take along, and ari.se,

go again unto the man.
14 And may God the Almighty give you

mercy before the man, that he may send
away to you your other brother, and Ben-
jamin. And I, if I am to be bereaved, let

me be bereaved."

15 And the men took that present; and
twofold money they took in their hand, a.s

also Benjamin;, and they rose up, and went
doAvn to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.*

16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with
them, he said to the superintendent of his

house. Bring these men into the house, and
slay, and make ready; for with me shall these
men dine at noon.

1 7 And the man did as Joseph had said ; and
the man brought the men into Joseph's house.

18 And the men were afraid, because they
were brought into Joseph's house : and they
said. Because of the money that came back
in our sacks at the first time are we brought
in ; that he may seek occasion against us, and
fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, to-

gether with our asses.

19 And they came near to the man who
was appointed over Joseph's house, and they
spoke with him at the door of the house,

20 And they said. Pardon, my lord, we
came down at the first time to buy food

:

21 And it came to pass, when we came to

the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, be-

hold, every man's money was in the mouth
of his sack, our money in its full weight ; and
we have brought it back in our hand.

22 And other money have we brought

down in our hand to buy food; we know not

who hath put our money in our sacks.

23 And he said. Peace be to you, fear not

;

your God, and the God of your father, hath

given you a treasure in your sacks
;
your

money hath come to me. And he brought

Simeon out unto theiti.

the fear expressed by the brothers in v. 18, that their

beasts might be seized.

" This version is according to ^Mendelssohn. Onkelos

renders the Hebrew words merely bj- synonymies. Arn-
heim, however, adds the words tx and nn;; and says, "I,

however, am either way bereaved of my children." Be
this as it may, it is an expression of resignation. (Compare
with Esther iv. 16.)
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24 And the man brought the men into Jo-

seph's house; and he gave them water, and

they washed their feet, and he gave proven-

der to their asses.

25 And they made ready the present be-

fore Joseph came home at noon ; for they had
heard that they should eat bread there.

26 And when Joseph came home, they

brought him the present which was in their

hand into the house, and bowed themselves

to him to the earth.

27 And he asked them after their welfare,

and said, Is you old father well, of whom ye

spoke? is he yet alive?

28 And they answered. Thy servant, our

father, is in good health, he is yet alive.

And they bowed down their heads, and pro-

strated themselves.

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his

brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said.

Is this your youngest brother, of whom ye
spoke unto me? And he said, God be gra-

cious unto thee, my son.*

30 And Joseph hastened away, for his af-

fection toward his brother became enkindled,

and he sought to weep; and he entered into

his chamber, and wept there.

31 And he washed his face, and came out,

and refrained himself, and said. Set on the

bread.*

32 And they set on for him by himself,

and for them by themselves; and for the

Egyptians, who did eat with him, by them-

selves; because the Egyptians may not eat

bread with the Hebrews ; for that is an abomi-

nation unto the Egyptians.

33 And they sat before him, the first-born

according to his prior birth, and the youngest

according to his youth;"" and the men mar-

velled one at the other.

34 And he sent portions'' unto them from

before him; but Benjamin's portion exceeded

the portions of all fivefold. And they drank,

and were merry with him.

* In modern phrase, "Put the dinner on the table."
' There can "bo no doubt of the correctness of the tradi-

tion tliat Joseph ordered them to sit down according to

their age. Hence their astonishment. Perhaps, too, he

may liuve pretended to divine witli his silver cup, out of

which he afterward drank.
' This custom is explained by that yet prevailing in

Persia, where the various things to be eaten are brought

in on a large dish at once, and one dish is placed before

two or three guests. IJefore a guest of high rank, or one
66

CHAPTER XLIV.

1 And he commanded the superintendent

of his house, saying. Fill the sacks of these

men with food, as much as they can carry,

and put every man's money in the mouth of

his sack.

2 And my cup, the silver cup, thou shalt

put in the mouth of the sack of the youngest,

and the money for his com. And he did ac-

cording to the Avord of Joseph which he had
spoken.

3 As soon as the morning Avas light, the

men were sent away, they and their asses.

4 They were gone out of the city, not yet

far off, when Joseph said unto the sujDerin-

tendent of his house. Up, follow after the

men; and when thou hast overtaken them,

say unto them. Wherefore have ye returned

evil for good ?

5 Is not this out of which my lord drmk-
eth, and whereby indeed he divineth ? ye have
done evil in so doing.

6 And he overtook them, and he spoke

unto them these same words.

7 And they said unto him. Wherefore Avill

my lord speak such woi'ds as these ? God
forbid that thy servants should do any thing

like this.

8 Behold the money, which we found in

the mouth of our sacks, we brought back unto

thee out of the land of Canaan : how then

should we steal out of thy lord's house sih'er

or gold?

9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be

found, let him die; and we also will be bond-

men unto my lord.

10 And he said, Now also let it be accord-

ing to your Avords :* he Avith Avhom it is found

shall be my servant; but ye shall be blame-

less.

11 And they made haste, and every one

of them took down his sack to the ground,

and every one opened his sack.

whom the entertainer desires to distinguish, a particular

dish is put, upon which one after the other, up to fifteen,

different kinds of food are placed.—PlllLlPPSON.
^ " It is my wish that you prove yourselves as honest

now as on the former occasion," is the explanation of Arn-
heim, after Ab.\ubenei-; but ILishi explains, "You are

right, so is tlie law
;
j'ou are all guilty; if a thief is found

with one of ten, they are all culpable ; but I will not act

with you in strict justice, but only make the thief my
bondinau."
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12 And he searched, at tlie eldest he be-

gan, and at the youngest he left ofi"; and the

cup was found in Benjamin's sack.

13 Then they rent their clothes, and every

one loaded his ass, and they returned to the

city.*

14 And Judah and his brothers came into

Joseph's house, and ho was yet there; and
they fell down before him on the ground.

15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed

is this that ye have done ? knew ye not that

such a man as I can certainly divine?

16 And Judah said, What shall we say

unto my lord? What shall we speak? or how
shall we justify ourselves? God hath found

out the iniquity of thy servants : behold we
are servants unto my lord, both we, as also

he in whose hand the cup was found.

17 And he said, God forbid that I should

do^this : the man in whose hand the cup was
found, he shall be my servant; and as for

you, go you up in peace unto your father.

Haphtorah in 1 Kings iii. 15 to iv. 1.

SECTION XI. VAYIGGASH, tJTI.

18 ^ Then Judah came near unto him,

and said. Pardon, my lord, let thy servant, I

pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears,

and let not thy anger burn against thy ser-

vant; for thou art even as Pharaoh.
19 My lord asked his servants, sajdng.

Have ye a father, or a brother?

20 And Ave said unto my lord, We have an
old father, and a little" chUd born in his old

age ; and his brother is dead, and he alone is

left of his mother, and his father loveth him.

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants,

Bring him doAvn unto me, that I may set my
eye upon him.

22 And we said unto my lord. The lad

cannot leave liis father ; for if he should leave

his father, he would die.

23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Ex-
cept your youngest brother come down with
^you, ye shall not see my face any more.

24 And it came to pass, when we came up
unto thy servant my father, that we told him
the words of my lord.

' " Little," or " young," in comparison with his other

brothers, all older than he.

' " His soul is bound to his soul."

—

Arnheim. " His
soul is as dear to him as his own soul."

—

Onkelo.s.
H

25 And our father said. Go biick, and buy
us a little food.

20 And we said, We cannot go down: if

our youngest brother be with us, then will

we go down ; for we cannot see the man's face,

except our youngest brother be with us.

27 And thy sen^aut my father said unto
us. Ye know that my wife Iwre me two sons;

28 And the one went out from me, and I

said, Surely he hath liccn torn in pieces; and
I have not seen him up to this time.

29 And if ye take this one also from me,
and mischief befall him, ye will bring down
my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

30 And now, Avhen I come to thy servant

my father, and the lad be not with us ; seeing

that his life'' is bound up in the lad's life ;*

31 It will come to pass, that when he seeth

that the lad is not with us, he will die : and
thy servants would thus bring down the gray

hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow

to the grave.

32 For thy servant became surety for the

lad unta my father, sa;ying. If I bring him
not unto thee, then shall I have sinned agamst

my father all the days.

33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy

sei'vant abide instead of the lad as bondman
to my lord ; and let the lad go up with his

brothers.

34 For how shall I go up to my father,

and the lad be not with me? I shouk? per-

haps be compelled to witness the e^vil which
would come on my flither.

CHAPTER XLV.
1 Then could Joseph not restrain himself

before all those that stood by him ; and he

cried. Cause every man to go out from me.

And there remained no man with him, while

Joseph made himself knoAvn unto his bro-

thers.

2 And he raised his voice in weepmg ; and
the Egyptians heard it, and the house of Phar

raoli heard it.

3 And Joseph said unto his brothers, I am
Joseph ; doth my father yet live ? And his

brothers could not answer him ; for they were

terrified at his presence.

" Mendelssohn renders |3 as a negative :
" I would not

be able to look on the distress which would overtake my
father." I have translated according to Onkelos.
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4 And Joseph said unto his brothers, Come
near to me, I pray you; and they came near;

and he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom
ye sold into Egypt.

5 But now be not grieved, nor >>e angry"

with yourselves, that ye sold me hither; for

in order to preserve life did God send me be-

fore you.

6 For these two 3'ears hath the famine

been already in the land; and there are yet

five years, in which there will be neither

ploughing nor harvestmg.

7 And God hath thus sent me before j^ou

to prepare for you a permanence on the earth,

and to save your lives by a great deliver-

ance.*

8 So now it Avas not you that sent me
hither, but God; and he hath made me a

father to Pharaoh, and a lord for all his house,

and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and
say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph,

God hath made me lord of all Egj-pt ; come
down unto me, tarry not.

10 And thou slialt dwell in the land of

Goshen, and thou shalt be near inito me, thou,

and thy children, and thy children's children,

and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that is

thine.

11 And I will maintain thee there; for

there are yet five 3'ears of famine ; lest thou,

and thy household, and all that thou hast,

come to po\ert}'.

12 And, belujld, your own eyes see, and
the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is

my mouth'' that speaketh unto you.

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my
honour in Egypt, and of all that ye have
seen ; and ye shall hasten and bring doA\ai my
father hither.

14 And ho fell upon his brother Benjiv

min's neck, and Avept; and Benjamin wept
upon his neck.

15 And he kissed all his brothers, and wept
upon them; and after that his brothers spoke
with him.

* Lit. "Let it not be grievous in your eyes."
'' Before he spoke to tlicm through an iutcrpreter; but

now he addressed them himself iu tiieir own Hebrew ; and
this he justly thoujilit must impress them with the con-

viction that it was none but Joseph wiio spoke, and that

there was no furtlicr deception practised on them by the

capricious rulor of Kgypt, as he liad siiown himself

hitherto.
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16 And the report thereof was heard in

Pharaoh's house, saj-ing, Joseph's brothers

are come ; and it was pleasing in the eyes of

Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants.

17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say
unto thy brothers. This do ye; load your
beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Ca-

naan
;

18 And take your father and your house-

holds, and come unto me ; and I vnll give

you the best" of the land of Egypt, and ye
shall eat the fat of the land.'-'

19 And thou art commanded,* This do ye,

take unto yourselves out of the land of Eg}-pt

Avagons for your little ones, and for your
wives, and take up your father, and come.

20 And do ye feel no concern" on account

of your household goods ; for the best of all

the land of Egypt is yours.

21 And the children of Israel did so ; wid
Joseph gave them wagons, according to the

command of Pharaoh ; and he gave them pro-

vision for the way.
22 To all of them he gave to each changes

of raiment ; but to Benjamin he gave three

hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of

raiment.

23 And to his father he sent after this

manner: ten asses laden with the best things

of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden wdth corn

and bread and other food for his father, for

the journey.

24 And he accompanied^ his brothers on
the Avay, and they departed : and he said unto

them. Do not fall out by the Avay.

25 And they AAent up out of Eg^-pt, and came
into the land of Canaan, unto Jacob their father.

26 And they told hmi, sajing, Joseph is

yet alive; and that he is goA^enior over all

the land of Egypt ; but Jacob's heart remained

cold, for he boUeved them not.

27 But Avhen they told him all the Avords

of Joseph, Avhich he had said unto them ; and
when he saA\' the AA^agons Avhich Joseph had
sent to carry him : the si^irit of Jacob their

father reviA'ed.*

° aiB " that which is pre-eminently good," t. f. the best.

'' Arnheim thinks we ought to supply " to tell them."
' Lit. " Let your eye have no pity on your vessels."

' dSb' in Piel, is generally rendered to dismiss, or to

accompany one a part of the journey. The latter meaning
is here the more correct, since no doubt Joscjili showed

them the rights of hospitality, which among the Hebrews
require the host to go part of the w.iy with his guests.
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28 And Israel said, Enough; Joseph my
son is yet alive : I will go and see him before

Idle.

CHAPTER XLVI.

1 And Israel commenced his journey with
all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and
offered sacrifices imto the God of his father

Isaac.

2 And God spoke imto Israel in the ^-isions*

of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he

said, Here am I.

3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy

father; fear not to go down into Eg}-pt; for a

great nation will I make of thee there :

4 I will go down ^vith thee into Eg3-pt;

and I Avill also surely bring thee up again;

and Joseph shall put his hand upon ihy

eyes.

5 And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba : and
the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father,

and then* little ones, and their wives, iu the

wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry

him.

6 And they took their cattle, and their

goods, which they had gotten hi the land of

Canaan, and came into Egj^pt ; Jacob, and all

his seed with him

:

7 His sons, and his sons' sons with him.

his daughters,*" and his sons' daughters, and all

his seed he brought with him into Egypt.

8 ^ And these are the names of the chU-

dreu of Israel, that came into Egj'pt, Jacob
and his sons : the first-bom of Jacob, Reuben.

9 And the sons of Reuben : Chanoch, and
Pallu, and Chezron, and Carmi.

10 And the sons of Simeon : Yemuel, and
Yamin, and Ohad, and Yachin, and Zochar,

and Shaiil the son of the Canaanitish woman.
11 And the sons of Levi: Gershon, Ke-

hath, and Merari.

12 And the sons of Judah: 'Er, and Onan,
and Shelah, and Perez, and Zerach; but 'Er

and Onan died m the land of Canaan, and
the sons of Perez were Chezron and Chamul.

13 And the sons of Issachar: Tola, and
Puvah, and Yob, and Shimron.

* Onkelos and others, " vision."
'' " His daughters" can refer only to Dinah, for he had

no other daughter : the plural is used, as in the case of

"the sons of Dan, Chushini," (v. 23,) to express the

idea that, where others have several daughters or sons,

Jacob had of the first one at least bearing the designation

of a female child, as with Dan reference is had to the

14 And the sons of Zebulim: Sered and
Elon, and Yachleel.

15 These are the sons of Leah, whom she
bore unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with Dinah
his daughter : all the souls of his sons and his

daughters were thirty and three.

10 And the sons of Gad: Ziphyou, and
Chaggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, 'Eri, and Arodi,
and Areli.

17 And the .sons of Asher: Y^imnah, and
Yishvah. and Y"ish^•i, and Beriah, and Serach
their sister; and the sons of Beriah: Cheber,
and Malkiel.

18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom La-
ban gave to Leah his daughter, and she bore
these unto Jacob, sixteen souls.

19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife: Jo-

seph, and Benjamin.
20 And there were lx)m imto Joseph in

the land of Eg>-pt Menasseh and Ephraim,
whom Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah,

the priest of On, bore imto him.
21 And the sons of Benjamui: Belah,

and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naamau,
Echi, and Rosh, Muppim, and Chuppim,
and Ard.

22 These are the sons of Rachel, that were
bom to Jacob : in all fourteen souls.

23 And the sons of Dan: Chushim.
24 And the sons of NaphtaU: Y'achzeel,

and Gmii, and Yezer, and ShUlem.
25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom

Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and
she bore these imto Jacob, in all seven souls.

20 All the souls that came with Jacob
into Eg^-pt, that came out of his loins, besides

the ndves of Jacob's sons, were in all sixty

and six souls.

27 And the sons of Joseph, who were born

him in Egj-jit, were two souls; all the souls

of the house of Jacob, that came into Eg}-pt,

were threescore and ten.*

28 T[ And Judah he sent before him unto

Joseph, to direct him" beforehand unto Go-

shen ; and they came into the land of Goshen.

29 And Joseph made read^"^ his chariot,

and went up to meet Israel his father, to Go-

similar circumstance of his being the father of at least

one male offspring; perhaps the term also includes his

sons' wives.
' " To prepare a place for him and to find out where he

could settle."

—

Rashi after Onkelos.
* Lit. " harnessed."
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shen ; and when he obtained sight of him, he

fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good
while.

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Let me
die now, since I liave seen thy face, that thou

art yet alive.

31 And Joseph said unto his brothers, and
unto his father's house, I will go up, and tell

Pharaoh, and say unto him. My brothers and
my father's house, who were in the land of

Canaan, are come unto me;
32 And the men are shepherds, for they

have been owners of cattle;" and their flocks,

and their herds, and all that they have, they
have brought along.

33 And it shall come to pass, if Pharaoh
should have you called, and say. What is your
occupation ?

34 That ye shall say. Owners of cattle

have thy servants been from our youth even
until now, both we, as also our fathers; in

order that ye may dwell in the land of Go-
shen; for every shepherd is an abomination
unto the Egyptians.

CHAPTER XLVII.

1 Then came Joseph and told Pharaoh,
and said, My father and my brothers, and
their flocks, and their herds, and all that

they have, are come out of the land of Ca-

naan; and, behold, they are in the land of

Goshen.
2 And he took some'' of his brothers, five

men, and presented them before Pharaoh.

3 And Pharaoh said unto his brothers.

What is your occupation? And they said

unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds,

both we, as also our fathers.

4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, To
sojourn in the land are we come; because

there is no pasture for the flocks of thy ser-

vants, for the famine is sore in the land of

Canaan; and now let thy servants dwell, Ave

pray thee, in the laud of Goshen.

5 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, thus.

Thy father and thy brothers are come unto

thee:

6 The land of Egypt is before thee; in the

* Eng. vcr. " Their trade liath been to feed cattle."

^ IMenUels.iohn renders nvpo " of the youngest," and
according to the Talmud they were Zebulun, Dan, Naph-
tali, Gad, and Asher ; while the Midrash names Keiibon,

Simeon, Levi, Is.sachar, and 15enjaniin.

° Heb. " How many are the days of the years of thy life ?"

best of the land let thy father and brothei-s

dwell; let them dwell in the land of Go.shen;

and if thou knowest that there are among
them men of activity, then appoint them
rulers over my cattle.

7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father,

and placed him before Pharaoh; and Jacob
blessed Pharaoh.

8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old

art thou?"

9 And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days
of the 3-ears of my pilgrimage are one hun-
dred and thirty yeai's: few and evil have
been the days of the years of my life, and
have not attained unto the days of the years
of the life of my fathers in the days of their

pilgrimage.

10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and Avent

out from before Pharaoh.*
11 And Joseph assigned places of residence

for his ftither and his brothers, and ga^-e them
a possession'' in the land of Egypt, in the test

of the land, in the land of Ra'meses, as Phar
raoh had commanded.

12 And Joseph supplied his father, and his

brothers, and all his father's household, with

bread, in propoi'tion to their families.

13 And there Avas no bread in all the land;

for the famine vfus A^ery sore; and the land'

of Egypt and the land of Canaan fainted by
reason of the famine.

14 And Joseph gathered up all the money
that Avas foimd in the land of Eg3-pt, and in

the land of Canaan, for the corn Avhich they

bought; and Joseph brought the money into

Pharaoh's house.

15 And Avhen the money failed in the land

of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the

Egyptians came unto Jo.seph, and said, Give
us bread ; for Avhy should Ave die in thy pre-

sence, since the money is all gone?

16 And Joseph said, GIac up your cattle;

and I Avill give you for your cattle, if the

money be all gone.

17 And they brought their cattle unto Jo-

seph; and Joseph gave them bread in ex-

change for horses, and for the flocks of sheep,

and for the herds of cattle, and for the asses

;

* " They had merely asked permis-sion to remain in

Eg_vpt during the famine ; but as Pharaoh authorized

their settling in Egypt, Joseph purchased thoni estates,

that they might not be as strangers in the land."—After

Ramban.
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and he supplied them with bread for all their

cattle for that year.

18 And when that year was ended, they
came unto him in the second year, and said

him, We will not hide it from my lord, unto
how that our money with our herds of cattle

hath entirely passed into the possession of my
lord ; there is naught left in the sight of my
lord, but our bodies, and our land.

19 Wherefore shall we die before thy eyes,

both we and our land? buy us and our land

for bread; and we and our land will l)e ser-

vants unto Pharaoh; and give us seed, that

we may live, and not die, and that the land

be not rendered desolate.

20 And Joseph bought all the land of

Eg_ypt for Pharaoh; for the Eg;y'iDtians sold

every man his field, because the famine pre-

vailed over them: so the land become Pha-

raoh's.

21 And as for the people, he removed them
to the cities," from one end of the borders of

Egypt even to the other end thereof.

22 Only the land of the priests bought he

not; for the priests had a portion assigned

them by Pharaoh, and they ate their portion

which Pharaoh gave them: therefore they

did not sell their land.

23 Then said Joseph unto the people. Be-

hold, I have bought you this day and j'our

land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you,

and sow ye the land.

24 And it shall come to pass in the har-

vest times, that ye shall give the fifth part

unto Pharaoh; and four parts shall be your
OAvn, for the seed of the field, and for your
food, and for those belonging to your house-

holds, and for food for your little ones.*

25 And they said, Thou hast saved our

lives : let us but find grace in the eyes of my
lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.

26 And Joseph made it a law unto this

day over the land of Egypt, that Pharaoh
should have the fifth jjart; except the land
of the priests alone became not Pharaoh's.

27 And Israel dwelt in the land of Egj^t,

* " Because they had no more property in the land, he
removed them to the towns," Arnheim after Abakba-
NEL; and adds: "Von Bohlen explains hence the great

number of towns, of which there were, according to Hero-
dotus, twentj' thousand in the Delta of the Nile."

^ "In order to swear that thou wilt deal," &c.

—

Arn-
heim.

" This expression means merely the act of dying, thus,

in the country of Goshen ; and they had po.s-

sessions therein, and were fruitful, and mul-

tiplied exceedingly.

Ilaphtorah in Ezekiel xxxvii. 15 to 28.

SECTION XII. VAYECHEE, 'nn.

28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt
seventeen years : and the days of Jacob the

years of his life were a hundred forty and
seven years.

29 And when the time of Israel drew near
that he was to die, he sent to call his son

Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have
found grace in thy eyes, put, I pray thee, thy
hand under my thigh ;'' and deal with me in

kindness and truth; bury me not, I pray
thee, in Egypt.

30 But when I shall lie" with my fathers,

thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury
me in their burying-place. And he said, I

will do as thou hast said.

31 And he said. Swear unto me; and he
swore unto him ; and Israel bowed** himself

upon the head of the bed.

CHAPTER XLVIII.

1 And it came to pass after these things,

that some one said to Joseph, Behold, thy
father is sick ; and he took his two sons with

him, Menasseh and Ephraim.
2 And some one told Jacob, and said, Be-

hold, thy son Joseph is coming unto thee;

and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon
the bed.

3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God, the

Almighty, appeared unto me at Luz in the

land of Canaan, and blessed me,
4 And he said unto me. Behold, I will make

thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will

make of thee a multitude of people; and I

will give this land to thy seed after thee for

an everlasting possession.

5 And now thy two sons, who were bom
unto thee in the land of Eg3-pt before I came
unto thee into Egypt, shall be mine ; Ephraim

"When I at length shall die;" wherefore Philippson's

rendering, "That I may lie with my fathers, carry me,"

&c., is not necessary; since rnDX Di' in 2Dii>'i simply con-

veys " that Da\nd fell asleep, in death, as his fathers had

done ;" for he was not buried at Beth-lechcm, their native

place, but at Jerusalem.
''

i'. e. "In gratitude to God."^
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and Menasseh shall lie unto me as Reuben
and Simeon.

6 And thy issue, which thou begettest

after them, shall be thine, after the name of

their brothers shall they be called in their in-

heritance.

7 And as for me, when I came from Padan,

Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan on

the way, Avhen yet there was some distance

to come unto Ephrath : and I buried her

there on the way of Ephrath, the same is

Beth-lechem.

8 And Israel perceived the sons of Joseph,

and said, Who are these?

9 And Joseph said unto his father. They
are my sons, whom God hath given me in

this place. And he said. Bring them, I pray

thee, unto me, and I will bless them.*

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim
through age, he could not see;" and he
brought them near unto him, and he kissed

them, and embraced them.

11 And Israel said unto Joseph, To see

thy face I had not hoped; and, lo, God hath
ehown me also thy seed.

12 And Joseph brought them out from be-

tween his knees, and he boAved himself with

his face to the earth.

13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim
in his right hand towai'd Israel's left, and Me-
nasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right,

and brought them near unto him.

14 And Israel stretched out his right hand,

and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who Avas

the younger, and his left hand upon Menas-
seh's head; he laid his hands Avittingly; al-

though Menasseh Avas the first-born.

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said. The
God, before AA'hom my fathers Abraham and
Isaac did walk, the God avIio fed'' me from my
first being unto this day,

IG The angel" Avho redeemed me from all

evil, bless the lads; and let my name be

called on them, and the name of my fathers

* This is to say, Israel could perceive dimly the pre-

sence of persons, without being aide to see distinctly.
" rii'in, literally, " Who fed mc upon pastures," taking

this word from his own pastoral life.

° Dubno and Sforno think that the words "may he

send" should be supplied before "the angel;" meaning,
" May God, who hath always protected me, send his mes-
senger to bless the lads."

'' Lit. "A fulness of the nations," which may mean,
"whose fame shall fill the books of nations;" so Rashi;
Onkelos, "rulers of nations."

02

Abraham and Isaac; and let them groAV into

a multitude in the midst of the earth.*

17 And Avhen Joseph saAv that his father

Avould lay his right hand upon the head of

Ephraim, it displeased him : and he took hold
of his father's hand, to remove it from the

head of Ephraim unto the head of Menasseh.
18 And Joseph said unto his father. Not

so, my father; for this is the first-born, put
thy right hand upon his head.

19 And his father refused, and said, I

knoAv, my son, I knoAv, he also shall become
a people, and he also shall be great; but truly

his younger brother shall be greater than he,

and his seed shall become a multitude'' of

nations.

20 And he bles,sed them that day, saying.

With thee shall Israel bless, saying, God
make thee as Ephraim and Menasseh : and so

he set Ephraim before Menasseh.
21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I

die ; but God Avill be Avith you, and bring you
again unto the land of your fathers.

22 MoreoA^er I haA^e giA-en unto thee one
portion above thy brothers, Avhich I took" out

of the hand of the Emorite Avith my SAVord

and AA'itli my boAV.'-'

CHAPTER XLIX.

1 ^ And Jacob called unto his sons, and
said. Gather yourseh^es together, that I may
tell you that Avhich shall befall you in the

last days.

2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye
sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your
father.

3 Reuben, thou art my first-bom, my might,

and the begiunuig of my strength ; the excel-

lency of dignity, and the excellenc}' of poAver

(should Ix; thine).

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not have
the excellence; because thou Aventest up to

thy father's bed; then defiledst thou the one
Avho ascended' my couch.

' l'hilipp.son renders, "Which I shall have taken," re-

ferring to the future conquest of Palestine, since prophecy
looks upon future events as already past.

' Kamban and Arnheira are of opinion that the third

person nS;' in the Hebrew text, rotors to the sj)oaker,

viz. Jacob. I'hiiippson renders, "tiicn didst thou commit
a violation," and agrees with the English version, that

rhy 'IMS' is a sort of interjection, defining the cause of

his displeasure, "he ascended my couch;" but the opiniou

of llamban appears more correct.
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5 ^ Simeon and Levi are brethren; wea-
pons of violence are their s^yords.*

6 Into their secret shall my soul not come

;

unto their assembly my sjiirit shall not be

united; for in their anger they slew the man,
and in their self-will they lamed the ox.

7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce;

and their wrath, for it is cruel : I will divide

them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.

8 ^ Judah, thou art the one thy brothers

shall praise, thy hand shall be on the neck of

thy enemies ; thy father's children shall bow
down unto thee.

9 Like a lion's whelp, Judah, from the

prey, my son, thou risest: he stoopeth down,

he croucheth as a lion, and as a lioness, Avho

shall rouse him up?
10 The sceptre*" shall not depart from Ju-

dah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet;

until Shiloh come, and unto him shall the

gathering of the people be.

11 He bindeth unto the vine his foal, and

* After Rashi.
^ I have left this verse as it is in the English version,

inasmuch as it is according to Onkelos and Rashi, the

former of whom renders at^hy ly 'niJ3 'J3a NiiJDi, "and
the scribe from his sons' sons for ever, until," &c. But
Arnheim gives, "Till he of Shiloh cometh, and the

obedience of the tribes be turned to him," and refers "he
of Shiloh" to Achiyah, the prophet of Shiloh, who fore-

told to Jeroboam that a part of the kingdom should be

taken from Solomon and transferred to him, (1 Kings
xi. 31,) which prediction afterward came to pass, when
Rechoboam refused to redress the grievances of the people

;

and "to him," then alludes to Jeroboam, to whom the

tribes of Israel, here called D'Oi', (see Gen. xiv. 4,) were

to turn from the house of David. Mendelssohn, in giving

a somewhat different version, refers to the same event.

Others, again, give: "The sceptre shall not depart from

Judah, nor the lawgiver from his descendants for ever;

because Shiloh shall come, and to him shall be the gather-

ing of the nations." This version is predicated upon the

words '3 '\)} being separated by a disjunctive accent, and

thus stand for "for ever" and "because;" since the

Yetib is a greater disjunctive than the Pesseek in

2 Samuel xxiii. 10. Philippson, the latest of our trans-

lators, renders: "Not shall the sceptre from Judah, the

ruler's staff from between his feet, even then when he

cometh to Shiloh, and his shall be the obedience of the

nations." In his comment he says, in substance, that to

Judah is promised the rule and prominence in Israel,

which was not to depart even when Joshua, the Ephraimite,

should set up the tabernacle at Shiloh after the conquest

of Palestine; so that o i)} does not signify alone "until,"

but includes the time beyond the period stated, "even then

when."—It is impossible in this work to go into various

versions and opinions hazarded by commentators; but

this much is certain, that Onkelos, the best translator the

Pentateuch had for a long while, and who is not yet ex-

celled, would not have added no^;' -}]? if he had thought

to the vine-brancli his ass's colt; he washeth
his garments in wine, and in the blood ol"

grapes his clothes;

12 His eyes shall be red from wine, and
his teeth white from milk.

13 ][ Zebulun shall dwell at the margin of

the seas; and he shall be at the haven of

ships; and his border shall be near to Zidon.

14 ^ Issachar is a strong-boned ass, couch-

ing down between the stables.

15 And when he saw the resting-place that

it was good, and the land that it was pleasant,

he bent his shoulder to bear, and became a
servant unto tribute."

16 ^ Dan shall judge** his people, as one
of the tribes of Israel.

17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an
adder on the path, that biteth the horse in

the heels, so that his rider falleth backward.

18 For thy salvation, I hope, O Lord.'''

19 ^ Gad, troops will band against him

;

but he shall wound their heel."

that it militated against the Jewish faith. The assump-
tion that the sceptre was taken at a particular period,

wherefore Shiloh must have come then, is futile; since

Judah had no rule during the second temple, and with

the blinding of Zedekiah, in the year of the world 3402,
prior to the common era 586 years, the kingdom or sceptre

of David became extinct; wherefore the alleged fulfilmeut

came five hundred and eighty-six years too late. But
believing Israelites, who confide in prophecy, do not think

the sceptre totally departed from Judah; especially are the

scribes, or those learned in the law, not lost from the as

yet latest descendants of Israel. The sceptre u-ill re/uni

when the Shiloh, the King Messiah, shall come, and to

him shall be both the obedience and assemblage of people

or nations, as ca;' nnp' is variously rendered. The plan

of this work prohibits us from enlarging; but the pious

and intelligent reader will have enough to satisfy all

doubts.
° Doubtlessly Jacob here contrasts Issachar with Zebu-

lun: the latter was to be a merchant tribe, seeking for

gain upon the ocean, going in quest of wealth; the former,

on the contrary, laborious and patient, like the animal to

which he is compared, who lies down at night near the

stables when his work is done, was to prefer his beautiful

land, full of all that can make agriculture profitable.

Arnheim therefore renders the last words, "and yieldeth

himself to the service of the labourer."
'' Arnheim renders ['T with "avenge."

''Arnheim; making ^U' "shall cut," or "wound,"

(Deut. xiv. 2 ;) the verse refers then to the many wars which

the border-tribe of Gad should have to wage s\iccessfu]ly

against their faithless heathen neighbours. Onkcln.s

would require this version: "Those of the house of Gad
shall pass in bands in advance of their brothers (over tlie

Jordan) to the war, and with many goods shall they re-

turn to their land." Jerusalem Targum : "and return in

peace to their dwellings."
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20 T[ Out of Asher cometh fat bread, and

he shall yield royal dainties.

21 ^ Naphtaii is (like) a fleet hind; he

giveth goodly words."

22 ^ Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful

bough by a spring; the branches of which run

over the wall.

23 And they embittered his life, and they

shot at him, and they hated him, the men of

the arrows.

24 But his bow abode in strength, and his

arms and his hands remained firm ; from*" the

hands of the mighty God of Jacob, from there

thou becamest the shepherd, the stone of

Israel.

25 From the God of thy father, who will

help thee; and from the Almighty, who will

bless thee, wdth blessings of heaven above,

with blessings of the deep that lieth beneath,

with blessings of the breasts, and of the

womb

;

26 With the blessings of thy father that

have excelled the blessings of my progenitors

unto the utmost bound of the everlasting

hills : these shall be on the head of Josepli,

and on the cro'vvn of the head of him that was
separated'' from his brothers.'^

27 Benjamin shall be as a Avolf that

rendeth:* in the morning he shall devour

the prey, and at night he shall divide the

spoil.

28 All these ai-e the tribes of Israel, twelve

in number; and this is what their father

spoke unto them, and wherewith he blessed

them; every one according to his proper

blessing blessed he them.

29 And he charged them and said unto

them, I am to be gathered unto my j^eople;

bury me near my fathers in the cave that is

in the field of Ephron the Ilittite,

30 In the cave that is in the field of Mach-
pelah, which is Ijcfore Mamr6, in the land

of Canaan, which field Abraham bought of

Ephron the Ilittite, tor a possession as a bury-

ing-place,

31 (There they buried Abraham and Sarah

• " He bringeth pleasant messages."

—

Puilippson.
* Mendelssohn understands here, " this came to thee from

the hands," &c. Arnheira takes px as synonymous with

lis "rock," or "protector;" and it then means that, through

the help of Jacob's mighty God, Joseph became the guar-

dian and protector of Israel. I'hilipp.son refers both terms

to (!ud, and translates, "from the hands of the mighty

God of Jacob, from the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel."

i'i4

his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebe-
kah his wife; and there I buried Leah,)

32 Purchasing the field and of the cave
that is therein from the children of Heth.

33 And when Jacob had made an end of
commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet

into the bed; and he departed this Ufe, and
was gathered unto his peeple.

CHAPTER L.

1 And Joseph fell upon his father's face,

and wept upon him, and kissed him.
2 And Joseph commanded liis servants the

physicians to embalm his father: and the

physicians embalmed Israel.

3 And they fulfilled for him forty days;*

for so they fulfil the daj-s of those that are

embalmed; and the Egyptians wejat for him
seventy days.

4 And when the days of his mourning
were past, Joseph spoke mito the house of

Pharaoh, saying, K now I have found grace

in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of

Pharaoh, saying,

5 My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I

die; in my grave, Avhich I have dug*^ for me
in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bur3^

me : now therefore let me go up, I pray thee,

and I will bury my father, and return again.

6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy

father, as he hath made thee swear.

7 And Joseph went up to bury his father,

and there went up with him all the servants

of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and .all

the elders of the land of Egyjit,

8 And all the house of Joseph, and his

brothers, and his father's house ; only their

little ones, and their flocks, and their herds,

they left behind in the land of Goshen.

9 And there went up with him lx)th char

riots and horsemen ; and the encampment was
very great.

10 And they came to the thrashing-floor of

Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and they held

there a great and very sore lamentation ; and
he made for his father amourning ofseven days.

° Mendelssohn gives this with "crowned from among,"

&c.
''

i. e. His prey.
• Meaning, the process of embalming occupied forty

days; "and they fulfilled" then is, that the embalmers

were for this period engaged in their labour.

' " I Lave acquired," according to .some.
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11 And when the inhabitants of the land,

the Canaanites, saw the mourning at the

thrashing-floor of Atad, they said, This is a

grievous mourning to the Egyptians ; where-

fore the name of it was called Abel-mizrayim," 1

which is beyond Jordan."'

12 And "his sons did unto him according

as he had commanded them

;

13 And his sons carried him into the land

of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the

field of Machpelah, which fiek? Abraham

1:)ought for a possession, as a burying-place, of

Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.

14 And Joseph returned unto Egypt, he,

and his brothers, and all that were gone up

with him to bury his father, after he had

Ijuried his father.

15 And when Joseph's brothers saw that

their father was dead, they said, Peradven-

ture Joseph may now hate us; and then he

would certamly requite us all the evil which

we have done unto him.

16 And they sent word unto Joseph, say-

ing, Thy father did command before he died,

saying,

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, forgive,

I pray thee, the trespass of thy brothers, and

their sm ; for evil have they done unto thee :

and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass

of the servants of the God of thy father ; and

Joseph wept when they spoke unto him.

18 And his brothers also went and fell

down before him ; and they said, Behold, we

will be thy servants.

19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not

;

for am I in the place of God ?

20 But as for you, though ye thought evil

against me, God meant it unto good; in order

to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save

alive a numerous people.*

21 Now therefore fear ye not, I vnW sup-

port you, and your little ones; and he com-

forted thi'm, and spoke kindly unto them.

22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and

his father's house ; and Joseph lived one hun-

dred and ten years.*

23 And Joseph saw of Epliraim children

of the third generation ; the children al.so of

Machir the son of Menasseh were brought up

upon Joseph's knees.

24 And Joseph said unto his brothers, I

shall die; but God will surely visit you, and

bring you up out of this land unto the land

which he hath sworn to Abraham, to Isaac,

and to Jacob.

25 And Joseph caused the children of

Israel to swear, saying, God will surely visit

you, and then shall ye carry up my bones

from here.

20 So Joseph died, being one hundred and

ten years old ; and they embalmed him, and

he was put in a coffin in Egyjit.

Haphtorah in 1 Kings ii. 1 to 12.

' " Mourning of Egypt."
* According to R. Joseph Schwartz this means the

ancient bed of the river to the south of the Dead Sea, as

Joseph did not cross the present Jordan to the north of

that lake.

Note.—Haphtorah for the Sabbath, if on the day before

New Moon, is in 1 Samuel xx. 18 to 42.

Reading for Maphterc for Sabbath and New Moon,

Numbers xxviii. 9 to 15.

Haphtorah for Sabbath and New Moon in Isaiah Ivi.

1 to 24.

Haphtorah for Sabbath Chanukkah in Zcchanah u. 14

to iv. 7. 1-1
Haptorah for the second Sabbath Chanukkah in 1

Kings vii. 40 to 50.

When either of the above is read on any Sabbath, the

usual weekly Haphtorah is omitted. The same is the

case with all other occasional Haphtorotli, which usually

take the place of the regular ones.

' This construction is according to Arnheira, rendering

ityN and niB'n simply with " which field." He also ren-

ders NiDO 'J3 ^}f with "east of Mamr6."
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS,
SHEMOTH, niotr,

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF THE ISRAELITES IN EGYPT, AND THEIR
REDEMPTION, TO THE BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE.

SECTION XIII. SHEMOTH, mOlT.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ Now these are the names ofthe children

of Israel, that came into Egypt ; with Jacob

were they come, every man and his household.

2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,

3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,

4 Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

5 And all the souls that came out of the

loins of Jacob were seventy souls; together

with Joseph who was already in Eg3^t.

6 And Joseph died, witb all his brothers,

and all that generation.

7 And the children of Israel were fruitful,

and increased abundantly, and multiplied,

and waxed exceedingly mighty ; and the land

Avas filled with them.

8 Tl Now there rose up a new king over

Egyi^t, who knew not Joseph.

9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the

people of the children of Israel is more nume-

rous and mightier than we

:

10 Come on, let us deal wisely with it;

lest it multiply, and it come to pass, that,

when there liappen to be a war, it join also

unto our enemies, and fight against us, and

depart out of the land.

11 And they thereupon did set over it

taskmasters, to afflict it with their burden-

some labours ; and it built treasure cities, for

Pharaoh, Pithom and Raamses.

12 But in the measure that they afflicted

the same, so it multiplied and so it spread it-

self out ; and they felt abhorrence because of

the children of Israel.

1.3 And the Egyptians compelled the chil-

dren of Israel to labour with rigour :

' D'J3X " the chair upon which women sit during child-

birth" is used for the ciiild itself that is born.

^
i'. e. Vigorous; wherefore they require not the same

caro as the more feeble Egyptians; in conse(iucnce of

14 And they made their lives bitter with
hard labour, in mortar, and in bricks, and in

all manner of lalx)ur in the field; besides all

their other service, wherein they made them
labour with rigour.

15 And the king of Egypt said to the He-
brew midwives, of whom the name of the one
was Shiphrah, and the name ofthe other Puah

:

16 And he said. When ye do the office of

a midwife to the Hebrew women, ye shall

have due regard upon the birth :° if it be a

son, then shall ye kill him ; but if it be a

daughter, then may she live.

17 But the midwives feared God, and they

did not as the king of Egypt had commanded
them, but saved the men-children alive.'='

18 And the king of Egvpt called for the

midwives, and he said unto them. Why have
ye done this thing, and have saved the men-
children alive?

19 And the midwives said unto Pharaoh,

Because the Hebrew women are not as the

Egyptian women ; for they are lively ;'' ere the

midwife comes in unto them they are deli-

vered.

20 And God dealt well with the midwives;
and the people multiplied, and waxed very

mighty.

21 And it came to pass, because the mid-
wives feared God, that he made them houses."

22 And Pharaoh charged all his people,

saying. Every son that is born }e shall cast

into the river, and ever}- daughter ye shall

save alive.

CHAPTER II.

1 And there went a man of the house of

Levi, and took a daughter of Levi.

which it would be impossible to slay the child unpcrceived

by the njother.

° »'. e. He made them important, and founders of houses

of renown in Israel.
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2 And the woman conceived, and bore a

son; and when she saw him that he was a
goodly* child, she hid him three months.

3 And when she could no longer hide him,
she took for him a box of bulrushes,'' and
daubed it with slime and with pitch ; and she

put the child therein, and laid it amidst the

flags by the brink of the river.

4 And his sister placed herself afar off, to

ascertain what would be done to him.

5 And the daughter of Pharaoh" came
down to wash herself at the river; and her

maidens walked along by the side of the

river; and when she saw the box among the

flags, she sent her maid and fetched it.

6 And she opened it, and saw the child,

and, behold, it was a weeping boy; and she

had compassion on him, and said, This is one
of the Hebrews' children.

7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daugh-
ter. Shall I go and call thee a nurse of the

Hebrew women, that she may nurse for thee

the child?

8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go;
and the maiden went and called the mother
of the child.

9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her.

Take away this child, and nurse him for me,
and I will give thee thy wages; and the

woman took the child, and nursed him.

10 And the child grew up, and she brought

him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he be-

came to her as a son ; and she called his name
Moses f and she said, Because out of the water

have I drawn him.*

11 And it came to pass in those days, when
Moses was gro^vn up, that he went out unto

his brethren, and looked on their burdensome
labours ; and he saw an Egyptian man smiting

a Hebrew man, one of his brethren.

12 And he looked this way and that way,

and when he saw that there was no one by,

he slew" the Egj^tian, and hid him in the

sand.

13 And when he went out the second day.

• That is, handsome and well formed ; the word 310 is

often used in this sense.

* Philippson renders, "papyrus rush," out of the stems

of which boats are constructed, which attain at times im-

mense speed in their propulsion. They were called by

Pliny papyracex naves. See also ndj ''70 " vessels of

bulrushes," Eng. ver., in Isaiah xviii. 2.

" Wonderful providence ! that the daughter of the op-

pressor should be made the instrument, through the very

behold, two Hebrew men were striving to-

gether; and he said unto him that was in the
Avrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?

14 And he said. Who made thee a chief and
a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as

thou hast killed the Egyptian? And Moses
feared, and said. Surely the thing is become
known.

15 And Pharaoh heard this thing, and he
sought to slay Moses; but Moses fled from
the face of Pharaoh, and tarried in the land
of Midian, and he sat down by a well.

16 NoAV the priest of Midian had seven
daughters; and they came and drew water,
and filled the troughs to water their father's

flock.

17 And the shepherds came and drove them
away ; but Moses arose and helped them, and
watered their flock.

18 And when they came to Reiiel their

father, he said. Wherefore are ye come home
so soon to-day?

19 And they said, An Egyptian man de-

livered us out of the hand of the shephei-ds

;

and he also drew water for us, and watered
the flock.

20 And he said unto his daughters, And
where is he ? wherefore have ye left the man ?

call him, that he may eat bread.

21 And Moses was content to dwell with

the man; and he gave Zipporah his daughter

to Moses.

22 And she bore her a son, and he called

his name Gershom •/ for he said, I have been

a stranger in a foreign land.

23 ^ And it came to pass in this long

time, that the king of Egypt died; and the

children of Israel sighed by reason of the

bondage, and they cried ; and their complaint

came up unto God by reason of the bondage.

24 And God heard their groaning, and

God remembered his covenant with Abraham,
Avith Isaac, and with Jacob.

25 And God looked upon the children of

Israel, and God took cognizance of them.**

decree of exterminating the male Israelites, to educate

the future deliverer of his people.

^ " Mosheh," from nero mashoh, " to draw forth."

' Lit. " he smote."
' Ger, a " stranger ;" and shahm, " there."

* " He turned his attention to them and did not avert

his eyes," Rashi ; that is, he noted their sorrows and re-

solved to redeem them.
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CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And Moses was keeping the flock of

Jithro his father-in-hiw, the priest of Midian;

and he led the Hock far away into the desert,

and came to the mountain of God, to Choreb.

2 And an angel' of the Lord appeared unto

him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a

thorn-bush; and he looked, and, behold, the

thorn-bush was bunaing wth fire, but the

thorn-bush was not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I must turn aside, and
see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not

burnt.

4 And when the Lord saw that he turned

aside to see, God called unto him out of the

midst of the thorn-bush, and said, Moses,

Moses; and he said, Here am I.

5 And he said. Draw not nigh hither
;
put

off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place

whereon thou staudest is holy ground.

6 And he said, I am the God of thy father,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and

the God of Jacob ; and Moses hid his face ; for

he was afraid to look up to God.

7 And the Lord said, I have truly seen

the aflliction of my people that is in Egypt,

and have heai-d its cry by reason of its task-

masters; yea, I know its sorrows;

8 And I am come down to deliver it out

of the hand of the Egyptians, and to Ijring it

up out of that land unto a land, good and
large, unto a land flowing with milk and ho-

ney; unto the place of the Canaanitcs, and
the Hittites, and the Emoritcs, and the Periz-

zites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Now therefoi-e, behold, the cry of the

children of Israel is come unto me: and I

have also seen the oppression wherewith the

Egyi^tians oppress them.

10 And now then go, and I will send thee

unto Pharaoh, and thou shalt bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

* The angel who appeared to Moses -does not address

him : the bodily appearance of the peculiar conflagration,

was to arrest his attention ; but immediately after, when
Moses attempted to in.spcet it more closelj', he is arrested

by the Divine word, proceeding without a mediator, and

he is thus called to commence his great mis.sion by the

Supreme himself
'' Arnheim translates this passage, "I will be that I

am." It is very simple in its construction ; still it is exceed-

ingly difticult to convey the whole force of the idea by any
words in a translation. The Lord announces himself as
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11 And Moses said unto God, Wbo iuii I,

that I shoidd go unto Pharaoh, and tliat I

should bring forth the children of Israel out

of Egypt ?

12 And he said, Because I will be with
thee; and this shall be unto thee the token,

that I have sent thee: when thou hast

brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye
shall serve God upon this mountain.

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, if

I come unto the children of Israel, and say

unto them, The God of your lathers hath
sent me unto you ; and they then say to me,
What is his name? what shall I say unto
them?

14 And God said unto Moses, I will be

THAT I WILL BE:*" and he said. Thus shalt

thou say unto the children of Israel, I will
BE hath sent me unto you.

15 And God said moreover unto Moses,

Thus shalt thou say luito the children of

Israel, The Everlasting One, the God of

your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me
unto you: this is my name for ever, and this

is my memorial" unto all generations.*

16 Go, and assemble the elders of Israel,

and say unto them. The Everlasting One, the

God of your fiithers, the God of Abraham, of.

Isaac, and of Jacol), hath appeared unto me,
saying, I have surely taken cognizance of you
and of that which is done to you in Egypt:

17 And I have said, I will bring you up
out of the affliction of Egypt, unto the land

of the Canaanitcs, and the Hittites, and the

Emoritcs, and the Perizzites, and the Ilivites,

and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with

milk and honey.

18 And they Avill hearken to thy voice:

and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of

Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye sliall

say unto him, The Everlasting One, the God
of the Hebrews hath met with us; and now

the Being who will ever be, as he was and as he is. In

truth, the word is nothing but the future tense first person

singular of the verb rrn "to be." In the second part of

the verse, therefore, Arnheim gives it simply as the name
of God, without translating it: "Ehyeh hath sent me to

vou." In this new name, which God assumes to denote

his eternity, we have the second revelation of his being

and quality. (8ce above. Gen. svii. 1.)

" This means, say the commentators, that God taught

Moses how to pronounce the name of four letters, Vihich

is read Adonay, and not as it is written.
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let us go, we beseech thee, a three days'

journey into the wilderness, that we may
sacrifice to the Lord our God.

19 But I am sure that the king of Egypt
will not let you go, unless it happen through

a mighty hand."

20 And I will stretch out my hand, and

smite Egypt with all my wonders which I

will do in the midst thereof; and after that

he will let you go.

21 And I will give this people favour in

the eyes of the Egyptians ; and it shall come

to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go

empty

:

22 But every woman shall ask of her

neighbour, and of her that sojoumeth in her

house, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold,

and garments; and ye shall put them upon

your sons, and upon your daughters ; and ye

shall empty out Egypt.

CHAPTER IV.

1 And Moses answered and said. But, be-

hold, they will not beUeve me, nor hearken

unto my voice; for they will say, The Lord

hath not appeared unto thee.

2 And the Lord said unto him, Wliat is

that in thy hand ? and he said, A staft'.

3 And he said, Cast it on the ground; and

he cast it on the ground, and it became a ser-

pent; and Moses tied from before it.

4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth

thy hand, and grasp it by the tail; and he

put forth his hand, and laid hold of it, and it

became a staff in his hand.

5 In order that they may belie^'e that

there hath appeared unto thee the Everlast^

ing One, the God of their fathers, the God of

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob.

6 And the Lord said furthermore unto

him. Do put thy hand into thy bosom ; and

he put his hand into his bosom ; and when
he took it out, behold, his hand Avas leprovis,

white'' as snow.

7 And he said. Put thy hand again into

' Rashi ; others, after the literal text, " and not even

through a mighty hand."
'' Heb. " Leprous like snow."
' h^ph probably means "the report," to wit, which

Moses would bring of the wonders which he had seen

;

hence it says properly, if words should not convince them,

he should show them something before their eyes.

—

Arn-

HEiM after Rashi.

thy bosom; and he put his hand again into

his bosom ; and when he pulled it out of his

bosom, behold, it was turned again as his

other flesh.

8 And it shall come to pass, if they will

not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice"

of the first sign, that they Avill believe the

voice of the latter sign.

9 And it shall come to pass, if they will

not believe also these two signs, and will not

hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take

of the water of the river, and pour it upon

the dry land : and the water which thou shalt

take out of the river shall become blood upon

the dry land.

10 And Moses said unto the Lord, Pardon,

Lord, I am not a man of words, neither

3'esterday, nor the day before, nor since thou

hast spoken unto thy servant; for I am heavy

of speech, and heavy of tongue.

11 And the Lord said unto him. Who hath

given a mouth to man? or who maketh him

dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? is it not I

the Lord?
12 Now therefore go, and I will lie Avith

thy mouth, and I will teach thee what thou

shalt speak.

13 And he said, Pardon, Lord, send, I

pray thee, by the hand of him wliom thou

wouldest* send.

14 And the anger of the Lord Avas kindled

against Moses, and he said, Is there not

Aaron, thy brother, the Levite? I know that

he can speak well; and also, behold, he

cometh forth to meet thee; and when he

seeth thee, he Avill be glad in his heart.

15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put

the Avords in his moutb : and I Avill be Avith

thy mouth, and Avith his moutli, and I Avill

teach you AA'hat ye shall do.

16 And he shall speak for thco unto the

people; and he shall be, yea he shall be to

thee as a mouth, and thou shalt be to him as

a god."

17 And this staff shalt thou take in thy

hand, AvhercAvith shidt thou do the signs.*

'' Onkelos renders, "who is worthy of being sent."

' Moses should give to Aamn instruction how to .speak,

consequently he would be to him what (}od was to Moses,

instructor; and again, Aaron was to be the mouth of

Moses, by telling the people what had been intrusted to

him, and which he himself could not tell on account of

his difficidty of speech.
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18 T[ And Moses went and returned to

Jethcr his father-in-law, and said unto him,

Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my
brethren that are in Egypt, and see whether

they be yet aUve; and Jithro said to Moses,

Go in peace.

19 And the Lord said unto Moses in Mi-

dian, Go, return into Egypt; for all the men
are dead who sought thy life.

20 And Moses took his wife and his sons,

and set them upon an ass, and he returned to

the land of Egypt; and Moses took the staff

of God in his hand.

21 Arid the Lord said unto Moses, When
thou goest to return into Egj^pt, regard well

all the wonders Avhich I have put in thy

hand, and do them before Pharaoh ; but I will

harden his heart, and he will not let the

people go.

22 And thou shalt say unto Pharoah, Thus
saith the Lord, My son, my first-born, is Is-

rael.

23 And I say unto thee. Let my son go,

that he may serve me; and thou refusest to

let him go; so, behold, I will slay thy son,

thy first-born.

24 And as he was on the journey in the

inn, the Lord met him, and sought to kill

him.

25 Then took Zipporah a sharp instru-

ment,^ and cut off tlie foreskin of her son,

and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a

bloody relative*" art thou to me.

2G And then he withdrew from him ; when
she said, A bloody relative, but only in re-

spect of the circumcision.

27 Tf And the Lord said to Aaron, Go
to meet Moses, into the wilderness; and he
went and met him by the mount of God, and
kissed him.

28 And Moses told Aaron all the Avords

of the Lord wherewith he hath sent him,

and all the signs which he had commanded
him.

29 And Moses and Aaron went and assem-

bled all the elders of the children of Israel

:

30 And Aaron spoke all the words which

• Abcn Ezra and Rashbam ; others render, " a sharp

stone."
' This was said to the child, as endangering the life of

Moses; but the blood was at length only that of circum-

cision.

° " Prostrated themselves;" but as this was the method
70

the Lord had spoken unto Moses ; and he did

the signs l)efore the eyes of the people.

31 And the people believed: and when
they heard that the Lord had visited the chil-

dren of Israel, and that he had looked ujjon

their aflliction, then they bowed their heads
and worshipped."*

CHAPTER V.

1 And after that Mo.ses and Aaron went
in, and said unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the

Everlasting One, the God of Israel, Let my
people go, that they may hold a feast unto
me in the wilderness.

2 And Pharaoh said. Who is the Everlast-

ing, whose voice I am to obey, to let Israel

go? I know not the Everlasting, nor will I

let Israel go.

3 And they said, The God of the Hebrews
hath met with us : let us go, we pray thee, a

three days' journey into the desert, and sacri-

fice unto the Lord our God ; lest he fall upon
us with the pestilence, or with the sword.

4 And the king of Egypt said unto them,
Wherefore do ye, Mos6s and Aaron, hinder

the people from their works? get 3'ou unto

your own affairs.*

5 And Pharaoh said. Behold, the people of

the laud now are many, and ye distui'b" them
in the pursuit of their labours.

6 And Pharaoh commanded on the same
day the taskmasters of the people, and its of-

ficers, saying,

7 Ye shall no more give the people straw

to make the bricks, as yesterday and the day
before; they themselves shall go and gather

themselves straw.

8 And the number of the bricks, which
they did make heretofore,' ye shall impose
upon them, ye shall not diminish aught
thereof; for they are idle; therefore they cry,

saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God.

9 Let the work be made to lie heavy upon
the men, that they may have enough to do
therein ; and that they may not pay attention

to false words.

10 And the taskmasters of the people and

of worship, the word "worshipped" has been retained, as

in the common version.

" Rashi.
" Lit. "Cause them to rest from their burdens."
' Heb. " Yesterday and the day before yesterday."



EXODUS V. VI. VAAYRAH.
its officers went out, and they said to the
people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will

not give you any straw.

11 Go ye, get yourselves straw from wher-
ever ye can find it

;
yet not the least shall be

taken off from your work.

12 And the people scattered themselves
abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to

gather stubble instead of straw.

13 And the taskmasters were urgent, say-

ing. Fulfil your works, every day its due por-

tion, just as when there was straw.

14 And the officers of the children of

Israel, whom the taskmasters of Pharaoh had
set over them, were beaten, as these said.

Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in

making brick as heretofore, both yesterday

and to-day?

15 And the officers of the children of

Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying,

Wherefore" dealest thou thus with thy ser-

vants ?

16 Straw is not given unto thy servants,

and, Make bricks, say they to us: and, be-

hold, thy servants are beaten, and thy people

are treated as sinners.

1 7 But he said. Idle are ye, idle ; therefore

say ye. Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord.

18 And now go, work, and straw shall not

be given you; yet the required number of

bricks shall ye deliver.

19 And the officers of the children of Israel

saw themselves in the evil necessity to say,

Ye shall not diminish aught from your bricks,

every day of its task.

20 And they met Moses and Aaron, stand-

ing in their way, as they came forth from
Pharaoh.

21 And they said unto them. May the

Lord look upon you, and judge; because ye

have made our savour to be abhorred in

the eyes of Pharaoh, and the eyes of his

servants, to put a sword in their hand to

slay us.*

22 And Moses returned unto the Lord, and

° Aben Ezra supplies here, "alone," meaning, sometimes

it was as the Almighty, while at others as the Eternal, that

God spoke to the patriarchs. Jonathan says, "And by my
name, the Lord, through the evident appearance of my
glory, (see Numb. xii. 6,) I became not knovm to them."

Perhaps it may mean, however, that God made himself

known to the patriarchs as the Ruler of all things, but not

as the Merciful and sure Eewarder of all deeds: they

might have recognised Him so from his bounties; but now

said. Lord, wherefore hast thou let so much
evil come upon this people? why is it that

thou hast sent me?
2.3 For, since I came unto Pharaoh to

speak in thy name, he hath done moi-e e\al

to this people; but thou hast in nowise de-

livered thy people.

CHAPTER VL
1 Then said the Lord unto Moses, Now

shalt thou see Avhat I will do to Pharaoh ; for

with a strong hand shall he send them away,
and with a strong hand shall he drive them
out of his land.

Haphtorah in leaiah xxvii. 6 to xxviii. 13, and v. 22 and 23 of

xxix. The Portuguese read Jereiniah i. 1 to ii. 3.

SECTION XIV. VAAYRAH, N"1N*1.

2 Tl And God spoke unto Moses, and said

unto him, I am the Lord :

3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto

Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God,

the Almighty, but by my name The Eter-

nal" was I not made known to them.

4 And as I did also establish my covenant

with them, to give unto them the land of

Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein

they sojourned

:

5 So have I also heard the groaning of the

children of Israel, whom the Egyptians com-
pel to labour; and I have remembered my
covenant.

6 Therefore say unto the children of Israel,

I am the Eternal, and I will bring you out

from under the burdens'" of the Egj-ptians,

and I will release you from their bondage,

and I will redeem you with an outstretched

arm, and with great judgments:

7 And I will take you to me for a people,

and I will be to you a God; and ye shall

know that I am the Lord" your God, who
bringeth you out from under the burdens of

the Egyptians.

8 And I will bring you in unto the land,

this knowledge was bestowed on mankind as a new source

of hope and confidence.

^ The same word has been rendered above with "bur-

densome labour," in which sense it must be understood

throughout.
' The reader will please to recollect what is stated in a

note to Genesis ii. 4, that the word Lord (so printed) is

used in this version as equivalent to Eternal, to prevent

the frequent repetition of the last term.
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concerning wliich I did lift up my hand* to

give it to Al)raham, to Isaac, and to Jacob;

and I will gi\e it }'ou for an heritage : I am
the Lord.

9 And Moses spoke thus unto the children

of Israel; but they hearkened not unto Moses
for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.

10 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

11 Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of

Egypt, that he shall let the children of Israel

go out of his land.

12 And Moses spoke before the Lord, say-

ing, Behold, the children of Israel have not

hearkened unto me : how then shall Pharaoh
hear me, whereas I am of uncircumcised''

lips?

13 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the

children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh, the

king of Eg;yiit, to bring forth the children of

Israel out of the land of Egypt.*
14 ^ These are the heads of their family

divisions : The sons of Reiiben the first-bom

of Israel : Chanoch, and Pallu, Chezron, and
Carmi ; these are the families of Reiiben.

15 And the sons of Simeon : Yemuel, and
Yamin, and Ohad, and Yachin, and Zochar,

and Shaiil the son of the Canaanitish woman

;

these are the families of Simeon.

16 And these are the names of the sons of

Levi according to their generations : Gershon,

and Kehath, and Merari; and the years of

the life of Levi were one hundred and thirty

and seven years.

17 The sons of Gershon : Libni, and Shimi,

according to their families.

18 And the sons of Kehath: Amram, and
Yizhar, and Chebron, and'Uzziel; and the

years of the life of Kehath were one hundred
and thirty and three j'ears.

19 And the sons of Merari: Machli and
Mushi; these are the families of Levi accord-

ing to their generations.

20 And Amram took himself Yochebed his

aunt for vn£e; and she bore unto him Aaron"

' That is, "I did swear," as an oath is taken by the

lifting up of the hand.
'' The word "uncircumcised," among Israelites, denotes

always an imperfection; so "uncircumcised of lips" means
a difficulty in speaking, "uncircumcised of Iieart," an im-

purity of thought and a state of di.sobedicncc. Whereas
"circumcised" denotes the opposite stat<5 of porfectness or

purity.

and Moses ; and the years of the life of Am-
ram were one hundred and thirty and seven
years.

21 And the sons of Yizhar: Korach, and
Ncpheg, and Zichri.''

22 And the sons ofUzziel: Mishael, and
Elzaphan, and Sithri.

23 And Aaron took himself Elisheba,

daughter of Amminadab, sister of Nachshon,
for wife; and she bore unto him Nadab, antl

Abihu, Elazar, and Ithamar.
24 And the sons of Korach: Assir, and

Elkanah, and Abiassaph; these are the fami-

lies of the Korchites.

25 And Elazar the son of Aaron took him-
self one of the daughters of Putiel for wife;

and she bore unto him Phinehas:" these are

the heads of the divisions of the Legates ac-

cording to their families.

2G These are Aaron and Moses,'' to whom
the Lord said, Bring forth the children of

Israel out of the land of Egypt according to

their annies.

27 These are the}^ that spoke to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, to bring forth the children of

Israel out of Egypt: these are Moses and
Aaron.

28 And it came to pass on the day when
the Lord spoke unto Moses in the land of

Egypt.*

29 *\\ Then spoke the Lord unto Moses, say-

ing, I am the Lord; speak thou unto Pharaoh
the king of Egypt all that I speak unto thee.

30 And Moses said before the Lord, Be-

hold, I am of uncircumcised lips, aiid how
shall Pharaoh hearken unto me?

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, See, I

have made thee a god to Phai^aoh ; and Aaron
thy brother shall be thy proi)het.

2 Thou shalt speak all that I shall com-
mand thee; and Aaron thy brother shall

speak unto Pharaoh, that he send away the

children of Israel out of his land.

3 And I will hai'den the heart of Pharaoh,

° Properly, "Aharon."
' Eng. ver. " Zithri," which is incorrect.

• Properly, " Pinechas."
' This genealogy is here given merely to show the do-

scent of Moses and Aaron, as fhey were made the speeiul

instruments of Israel's redemption, or to exhibit, tliat

among all enumerated Moses was the most deserving ti>

fulfil this mission.
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and I will multiply my signs and my wonders
in the land of Egypt.

4 And Pharaoh will not hearken unto you,

and I will lay my hand upon Egypt, and
bring forth my armies, my people, the chil-

dren of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by
means of great judgments.

5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am
the Lord, when I stretch forth my hand over

Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel

from the midst of them.

C And Moses and Aaron did so; as the

Lord commanded them, so did they.

7 And Moses was eighty years old, and
Aaron eighty and three years old, when they

spoke unto Pharaoh.*

8 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying,

9 If Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying.

Show a miracle for yourselves:* then shalt

thou say unto Aaron, Take thy staff and cast

it before Pharaoh ; it shall become a serpent.

10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto

Pharaoh, and they did so, as the Lord had
commanded; and Aaron cast down his staff

before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and
it became a serpent.

11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise

men and the sorcerers; and they also, the

magicians of Egypt, did with their secret arts

in like manner.
12 And they cast down every man his

staff, and they became serpents; but Aaron's

staff swallowed up their staffs.

13 But the heart of Pharaoh was hard, and
he hearkened not unto them; as the Lord
had spoken.

14 Tl And the Lord said unto Moses, The
heart of Pharaoh is obdurate, he refuseth to

let the people go.

15 Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning;

lo, he goeth out unto the water; and thou

shalt place thyself opposite to him by the

jjriuk of the river; and the staff which was
turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thy

hand.

16 And thou shalt say unto him. The Eter-

' It must be understood that Pharaoh had refused to

listen to the demand of Moses under the plea that he

knew not who was the "Eternal God" in whoso name the

prophet spoke. When, therefore, Moses and his brother

were sent again, it was to be expected that the king

would require some extraordinary attestation, as proof that

they who spoke thus had a power to enforce their mission,
K

nal, the God of the Hebrews, hath sent me
unto thee, saying. Let my people go, that

they may serve me in the wilderness : and, be-

hold, thou wouldest not hear, up to this time.

17 Thus saith the Lord, By this thou shalt

know that I am the Lord: behold, I will

smite with the staff that is in my hand upon
the waters which are in the river, and they
shall be turned to blood.

18 And the fish that is in the river shall

die, and the river shall stink ; and the Egyp-
tians shall loath to drink water from the
river.

19 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Say
unto Aaron, Take thy staff, and stretch out
thy hand over the waters of Egypt, over their

streams, over their rivers, and over their

ponds, and over all their pools of water, that

they become blood; and there shall be blood

throughout all the land of Egypt, also in ves-

sels of wood, and in vessels of stone.

20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the
Lord had commanded; and he lifted up (his

hand) with the staff, and smote the waters

that were in the river, before the eyes of Pha-
raoh, and before the eyes of his servants; and
all the waters that were in the river were
turned to blood.

21 And the fish that was in the river died;

and the river stank, and the Egyptians could

not drink water from the river ; and the blood

was throughout all the land of Egypt.

22 And the magicians of Egypt did so**

with their secret arts : and the heart of Phar

raoh remained hardened, and he did not

hearken unto them; as the Lord had spoken.

23 And Pharaoh turned away and went
into his house, and he did not set his heart to

this thing also.

24 And all the Egyptians dug in the neigh-

bourhood of the river for water to drink ; for

they could not drink of the water of the

river.

25 And full seven days elapsed, after that

the Lord had smitten the river."

26 ][ And the Lord said unto Moses, Go
in unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus

if it were in reality the word and will of an unheard-of

Deity, of superior power to the gods of Egypt.
'' "With the water, namely, which came from the newly

dug wells;" see v. 24.

—

Arnheim.
' The English version ends here the seventh chapter,

but the Massoretic text commences chap. viij. only with

the fifth verse of the common versioij.
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saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they

may serve me.

27 And if thou refuse to let them go, be-

hold, I will smite all thy borders' with frogs:

28 And the river shall bring forth frogs

abundantly, and they shall go up and come
into thy house, and into thy sleeping-cham-

ber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of

thy servants, and among thy people, and into

thy ovens, and into thy kneading-troughs

:

29 And upon thee, and upon thy people,

and upon all thy servants, shall the frogs

come up.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto

Aaron, Stretch forth thy hand with thy staff

over the streams, over the rivers, and over

the ponds, and cause the frogs to come up
over the land of Egypt.

2 And Aaron stretched out his hand over

the waters of P]gypt; and the frogs came up,

and covered the land of Egypt.

3 And the magicians did so with their

secret arts, and brought up the frogs over the

land of Egypt.

4 Then did Pharaoh call for Moses and
Aaron, and said. Entreat the Lord, that he

may take away the frogs from me, and from
my people; and I will let the people go, that

they may sacrifice unto the Lord.

5 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Arrogate

thyself' glory over me : for what time shall I

entreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for

thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and
from thy houses, that they may remaiia in the

river only ?

G And he said. For to-morrow; and he said,

Be it according to thy word; in order that

thou mayest know that there is none like

unto the Lord our God.*
7 And the frogs shall depart from thee.

* 1. e., the whole country, or that part which is enclosed

by the boundaries.
'' ^N3n^ the hithpael from "1X3 " to glorify," hence " to

assume a glory for oneself." Moses meant to convey to

Pharaoh, as a proof of his divinely delegated power, that

even the fixing of a period to the plague, whether long or

short, would surely bo complied with. Hence follows the

conclusion referring to the greatness of the Lord.
° As the word DJ3 is only found here and in Psalm cv.

31, its true clmraetcr is not easily defined. Philippson

renders it with "ants," perhaps the /ormix ni(jra. Others
make it to mean " mosquito," the cuUx nptavs. Both
these insects are exceedingly troublesome in Egypt.

and from thy houses, and from thy servants,

and from thy people; only in the river shall

they remain.

8 And Mo.ses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh ; and Moses cried unto the Lord on
account of the frogs which he had inflicted on
Pharaoh.

9 And the Lord did according to the word
of Moses ; and the frogs died out of the houses,

out of the courts, and out of the fields.

10 And they gathered them together in

many heaps; and the land stank.

11 But Avhen Pharaoh saw that there was
a respite, he hardened his heart, and heark-

ened not unto them ; as the Lord had spoken.

12 ^f And the Lord said unto Moses, Say
unto Aaron, Stretch out thy staff, and smite

the dust of the earth, and it shall become lice*

throughout all the land of Egypt.
13 And they did so; and Aaron stretched

out his hand with his staff, and smote the

dust of the earth, and the lice were thus on
man, and on beast; all the dust of the land

became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

14 And the magicians did so with their

secret arts to bring forth the lice, but they

could not; so were the lice ujoon man and
upon beast.

15 Then said the magicians unto Pharaoh,

This is a finger of God ; but Pharaoh's heart

remained hardened, and he hearkened not

unto them; as the Lord had spoken.

16 T[ And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise

up early in the morning, and place thyself

before Pharaoh; lo, he goeth forth to the

water; and say unto him, Thus saith the

Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve

me.
17 For if thou wilt not let my people go,

behold, I Avill send against thee, and against

thy servants, and against thy people, and in-

to thy houses various'* wild beasts: and the

* The ancient Jewish commentators render any 'Arohf,

only found here and in Psalms, as derived from the verb

signifying "to mingle," &c., a mixture of ravenous beasts,

serpents, and scorpions. Kashbam makes it derived from

3li' 'Arcb " evening," hence " the night-wolf," jackall.

—

Philippson renders it with " beetle," referring to the

biatta jEijyptiaca, which is at times dangerous to human
life. (He quotes " De Katte's Journey to Abyssiania," p.

143.) The English version "swarms of flies" needs no

refutation, as the whole context shows it to be incorrect.

See especially farther down, verse 20.
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houses of the Egyptians shall be full of the
wild beasts, and also the ground Avhereon
they dwell.

18 And I will distinguish on that day the
land of Goshen, in which my people abideth,

so that no wild beasts shall be there ; to the
end thou mayest know that I am the Lord in

the midst of the earth."''

19 And I Avill put a distinction between
my people and thy people; to-morrow shall

this sign be.

20 And the Lord did so; and there came
a grievous multitude of beasts into the

house of Pharaoh, and into the house of his

servants; and in all the land of Egypt, the

land was laid waste by reason of the wild

beasts.

21 And Pharaoh called for Moses and for

Aaron, and said. Go ye, sacrifice to your God
in the land.

22 And Moses said. It is not proper to do
so ; for the abomination of the Egyptians must
we sacrifice to the Eternal our God : lo, if we
should sacrifice the abomination of the Egyjv
tians before their eyes, would they not stone us ?

23 A three days' journey will we go into

the wilderness, and sacrifice to the Lord our

God, just as he may say unto us.

24 And Pharaoh said, I will surely let you
go, that ye may sacrifice to the Eternal your
God in the wilderness; only do not go very
far away : entreat for me.

25 And Moses said, Behold, I am going out

from thee, and I will entreat the Lord, and
the mid beasts shall depart from Pharaoh,

1

from his servants, and from his people, to-

morrow ; only let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully

any more, so as not to let the people go to

sacrifice to the Lord.

26 And Moses went out from Pharaoh,

and entreated the Lord.

27 And the Lord did according to the

word of Moses; and he removed the wild

beasts from Pharaoh, from his servants, and
from his people ; there remained not one.

28 But Pharaoh hardened his heart at this

time also, and he did not let the people go.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in

" Land."

—

Arnheim.
After Kashi, who renders jTlt? with niD'Dn "heat;"

unto Pharaoh, and speak to him, Thus saith

the Eternal, the God of the Hebrews, Let my
people go, that they may serve me.

2 For if thou refusest to let them go, and
still boldest on to them,

3 Behold, the hand of the Lord will be
sent against thy cattle which is in the field,

against the horses, against the asses, against
the camels, against the oxen, and against the
sheep ;—a very grievous pestilence.

4 And the Lord will distinguish between
the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt

;

and not one head shall die of all that belong-
eth to the children of Israel.

5 And the Lord appointed a set time, say-
ing, To-morrow will the Lord do this thing
in the land.

G And the Lord did this thing on the
morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died ; but
of the cattle of the children of Israel there

died not one.

7 And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there

had not died of the cattle of the Israelites

even one ; but the heart of Pharaoh remained
hardened, and he did not let the people go.

8 ^[ And the Lord said unto Moses and unto
Aaron, Take unto yourselves your hands full

of soot of the funitice, and let Moses throw it

heavenward before the eyes of Pharaoh.
9 And it shall become small dust over all

the land of Egypt, and shall become upon
man and beast an inflammation,'' producing

boils, throughout all the land of Egypt.

10 And they took the soot of the furnace,

and stood before Pharaoh ; and Mo.ses threw
it up heavenward ; and it became an inflam-

mation, producing boils, upon man, and upon
beast.

11 And the magicians could not stand be-

fore Moses because of the inflammation ; for

the inflammation was upon the magicians,

and upon all the Egyptians.

12 And the Lord hardened the heart of

Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them;

as the Lord had spoken unto Moses.

13 Tf And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise

up early in the morning, and place thyself

before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus
saith the Eternal, the God of the Hebrews,

Let my people go, that they may serve me.

"a red swelling in the skin," which speedily produced

boils.
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14 For at this time I send all' my plagues

against thy heart, and against tli}^ sei'vants,

and against thy people; in order that thou

mayest know tliat there is none lilie me on

all the earth.

15 For even now I might have stretched

out my hand, and I might have smitten thee

and thy people with the pestilence ; and thou

wouldest have been cut off from the earth

;

IG But for this cause have I allowed thee

to remain, in order to show thee my power;

and in order that they may proclaim my
name throughout all the earth.'"'

17 If thou dost yet wantonly oppress my
people, so as not to let them go

:

18 Behold, then will I let rain, about this

time to-morrow, a very grievous hail, such as

hath not been in Egypt since the day of its

foundation even until now.
19 And now send, and bring under shelter

thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field

;

(for) every man and beast that shall be found

in the field, and shall not be brought into the

house, upon them shall the hail come down,
and they shall die.

20 He that feared the word of the Lord
among the servants of Pharaoh made his

servants and his cattle flee into the houses

:

21 And he that regarded not the word of

the Lord left his servants and his cattle in

the field.

22 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses,

Stretch forth thy hand toward heaven, and
there shall be hail in all the land of Egypt,

upon man, and upon beast, and upon every

herb of the field, in the land of Egypt.
23 And Moses stretched forth his staff to-

Avard heaven ; and the Lord sent thunder and
hail, and the fire ran down to the ground;

and the Lord rained hail upon the land of

Egypt.

24 And there was hail, and fire was flam-

ing up amidst the hail, very grievous, the

like of which had not been in all the land of

Egypt, since it liad become a nation.

25 And the hail smote throughout all the

land of Egypt all that was in the field, both

* " All my remaining plagues," Arnheim, who refers to a

similar construction in Exodu.s xxix. 12, where Din So
''all the blood" relates to that which was loft after the

sprinkling spoken of in the beginning of the verse.
' At first when Closes spoke in the name of the new

Deity, "The Eternal, the God of the Hebrews," Pharaoh

did not recognise Him; but now under the weight of
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man and beast; and every herb of the field

did the hail smite, and every tree of the field

did it break.

26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the
children of Israel were, there was no hail.

27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses
and Aaron, and he said unto them, I have
sinned this time ; the Eternal is the righte-

eous,* and I and my peo2:)le are the wicked.

28 Entreat the Lord that there may be no
more of the thunders of God, and hail ; and I

will let you go, and ye shall no longer stay here.

29 And Moses said unto him, As soon as I

am gone out of the city, I will spread out my
hands unto the Lord; the thunder shall

cease, and the hail shall not be any more ; in

order that thou mayest know how that to the

Lord belongeth the earth.

30 But as for thee and thy servants, I

know that ye are not yet afraid before the

Lord God.

31 And the flax and the barley were smit-

ten ; for the barley was in the ear, and the

flax was boiled.

32 But the wheat and the millet were not

smitten ; for they are late-ripening.*

33 And Moses went away from Pharaoh
out of the city, and spread out his hands unto

the Lord: and the thunders and hail ceased,

and the rain was not poured out upon the

earth.

34 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain

and the hail and the thunders had ceased, he

sinned yet further, and hardened his heart, he

and his servants.

35 And the heart of Pharaoh remained

hardened, and he did not let the children of

Israel go; as the Lord had sj)oken by the

hand of Moses.

Ilaphtorah in Ezckiel xxviii. 25 to xxix. 21.

SECTION XV. BO, N3.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in

unto Pharaoh ; for I have hardened his heart,

and the heart of his servants, in order that I

affliction, he acknowledged Him, his justice, and his own
wickedness and the sins of the Egyptians ;

hence also, not

pnx " righteous," but the emphatic p'lxn " the right-

eous," I. e., in the contest then going on, God was the

party who had justice on his side, whilst Pharaoh and his

people were those in the wrong. For the meaning of the

word ypi in this sense, sec above, ii. 13.
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might display these signs in the midst of

them :*

2 And so that thou mayest tell in the ears of

thy son, and of thy son's son, the wonders
which I have wrought*" in Egypt, and my
signs which I have shown among them; and
ye shall know how that I am the Lord.

3 And Moses and Aaron came in unto
Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the

Eternal, the God of the Hebrews, How long

yet wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before

me ? let my people go, that they may serve me.

4 For, if thou refusest to let my people go,

behold, I will bring to-morrow locusts into

thy boundary.

5 And they shall cover the face" of the

earth, so that one shall not be able to see the

earth; and they shall eat the residue of that

which escaped, which hath been left unto

you from the hail, and they shall eat oiT

every tree which groweth for you out of the

field:

6 And thy houses, and the houses of all

thy servants, and the houses of all the Egyp-
tians shall be full of them ; the like of which
neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers

have seen, since the day of their being upon
the earth, unto this day; and he turned him-

self, and went out from Pharaoh.

7 And the servants of Pharaoh said unto

him, How long shall this man be unto us for

a snare ? let the men go, that they may serve

the Lord their God: knowest thou not yet

that Egjrpt is destroyed ?

8 And Moses was brought back with Aaron
unto Pharaoh ; and he said unto them, Go ye,

serve the Lord your God ; who all are they

that shall go?

9 And Moses said, "With our young and
with our old will we go; with our sons and
with our daughters, with our flocks and with

our herds will we go; for we are to hold a

feast unto the Lord.
10 And he said unto them. So be the Lord

with you, as I will let you go, together with

' Heb. "Of him," Pharaoh the king standing for the

whole people.
'' After Onkelos. Arnheim renders, " how I have

proved myself working miracles."

° yp (^ys) l^^re rendered " face" should be given with
" the view," or " colour ;" but the sense is after all the

same.
* " Look, for the wrong you purpose to do is before

your little ones : look, surely your intentions

are evil.''

11 Not so
; go now ye men," and serve the

Lord, for tliis you desire; and they were
driven out from Pharaoh's presence.*

12 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch

out thy hand over the land of Egypt for the

locusts, and they shall come up over the land
of Egypt, and eat every herb of the earth, all

that the hail hath left.

13 And Moses stretched forth his staff

over the land of Egj'pt, and the Lord urged
an east Avind over the land all that day, and
all the night; when it was morning, the east

wnd bore along the locusts.

14 And the locusts went up over all the

land of Egyjit, and rested in all the bounda-
ries of Egypt; in very large masses; before

them there were no such locusts as they, and
after them there will not be any such.

15 And they covered the face of the whole
earth, so that the earth was darkened; and
they ate every herb of the land, and all the

fruit of the trees which the hail had left : and
there was not left any green thing on the

trees, or on the herbs of the field, throughout

all the land of Egypt.

16 Then made Pharaoh haste to call for

Moses and Aaron ; and he said, I have sinned

against the Lord your God, and against you.

17 And now forgive, I pray thee, my sin

only this once, and entreat the Lord yoiu-

God, that he may take away from me only

this death.

18 And he went out from Pharaoh, and
entreated the Lord.

19 And the Lord turned a very strong

west wind, which bore away the locusts,

and cast them into the Red Sea; there was
not left one locust in all the boundary of

Egj^pt.

20 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart,

so that he did not let the children of Israel go.

21 T[ And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch

out thy hand toward heaven, and there shall

your face to testify against you."

—

Onkelos. Literally

it is thus :
'' See, for evil is before your face."

* It is evident that Pharaoh in temporizing with Mosos

about the dismissal of the Lsraelitcs, had all along the

idea of letting them go but a short distance, after which

they should return ; hence he averred that the children

were of no use for such an expedition, and he therefore

desired to retain them, as hostages for the return of the

fathers.
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be darkness over the land of Egypt, and it

shall \:te a darkness of the night."

22 And Moses stretched forth his hand to-

ward heaven ; and there was a thick darkness

in all the land of Egypt three days:

23 They saw not one another, neither did

they rise, any one from his place, for three

days; but for all the children of Israel there

was light in their dwellings.*

24 And Pharaoh called for Moses, and

said, Go ye, serve the Lord ; only your flocks

and your herds shall remain behind: also

your little ones may go with you.

25 And Moses said, Even thou also must
give into our hand sacrifices and bumtxtfTer-

ings, that we may sacrifice (them) imto the

Eternal, our God.

26 And also our cattle must go with us,

there shall not be left behind a single hoof,

for thereof must we take to serve the Lord
our God; and we cannot know with Avhat

Ave must serve the Lord, until we come
thither.

27 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart,

and he would not let them go.

28 And Pharaoh said unto him. Get thee

away from me; take heed to thyself, see my
face no more ; for on the day thou seest my
face thou shalt die.

29 And Moses said. Thou hast spoken well,

I will not see thy face agam any more.

CHAPTER XI.

1 •[[ And the Lord said unto Moses, Yet one
plague more will I bring upon Pharaoh, and
upon Egypt; after that he will let you go

hence : when he doth let you go, he shall

surely thrust you out altogether from here.

2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and
let them ask every man of his neighbour, and
every woman of her neighbour, vessels of

silver, and vessels of gold.

.3 And the Lord gave the people favour in

the eyes of the Egyptians; also the man
Moses"" was very great in the land of Egypt,

* According to Rashi, who renders v/o"\ as b^ds'i and

explains " there shall come over them a darkness thicker

than that of the night, and the darkness of the night

shall continue into the following days." From emesh,

"yesterday;" hence to remain over from the yesterday.
'' Although above, chap. x. 7, the servants of Pharaoh

called Moses "the snare" of Egypt, they could not avoid

iionouring the man who wa,s so signally favoured by the

(iod of Israel, whose power they had felt.
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in the eyes of Pharaoh's servants, and in the

eyes of the people.*

4 ^ And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord,

About midnight will I go out in the midst of

Egypt:
5 And there shall die every first-born in

the land of Egypt, from the first-bom of Pha-
raoh that is" to sit upon his throne, even unto

the first-born of the maid-servant that is te-

hmd the mill ; and every first^tona of cattle.

C And there shall be a great cry through-

out all the land of Egypt, the like of which
hath never been, and the like of which will

not be any more.

7 But against any of the children of Israel

not a dog shall move'' his tongue, neither

against man nor beast; in order that ye may
know how that the Lord doth distinguish be-

tween the Egyptians and Israel.

8 And all these thy sei-A^ants shall come
dovra unto me, and bow themselves down
unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the

people that Iblloweth thee;' and after that I

will go out: and he went out from Pharaoh
in a burning anger.

9 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Phar

raoh will not hearken unto you ; in order that

my wonders may be multiplied in the land of

Egypt.

10 And Moses and Aaron did all these

wonders before Pharaoh; and the Lord har-

dened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the

children of Israel go out of his land.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,

2 This month shall be unto 30U the chief

of months : the first it shall be unto 30U of

the months of the year.

3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of

Israel, saymg, On the tenth day of this month
they shall take to themselves every man a

lamb for every family,' a lamb for every

house

:

" " Who in future is to sit upon the throne of his king-

dom."

—

Onkelos.
'' Heb. "sharpen," "point," indic.itive of the motion

and appearance of the dog's tongue in barking.
• Heb. "That is at thy feet," meaning, that follows

where the prophet leads.

' I. f . A family divided in several households. Hebrew,
"house of father," or those springing from one an-

cefltorj 3K n'3 is a subdivision of nnflB^rD, "main family,"
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4 And if the household be too small for a
lamb, then shall he take it with his neigh-

bour who is next unto his house, according to

the number of the souls; every man accord-

ing to what he eateth shall ye make a count
for the lamb.

5 A lamb without blemish, a male of the

first year shall ye have; from the sheep, or

fi'om the goats may ye take it.

6 And ye shall have it in keeping until

the fourteenth day of the same month; and
then the whole assembly of the congi'egation

of Israel shall kill it toward evening."

7 And they shall take of the blood, and
put it on the two side-posts and on the upper-

door-post, in the houses, wherein they shall

eat it.

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that

night, roasted by the fire, with unleavened

bread; together with bitter herbs shall they

eat it.

9 You shall not eat of it raw, nor in any
Avise sodden with water; but roasted by the

fire; its head with its legs, and with its en-

trails.''

10 And ye shall not let any thing of it re-

main until morning; and that which remain-

eth of it until morning ye shall burn with

fire.

11 And thus shall ye eat it, with your
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and
your staff in your hand ; and ye shall eat it

in haste, it is passover unto the Lord.

12 And I will pass through the land of

Egypt in this night, and I will smite every

first-born in the land of Egypt, both man
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt
I will execute judgment; I am the Lord."

13 And the blood shall be to you for a

token upon the houses where ye are; and
when I see the blood, I will pass over you;

in the same manner as this is in regard to Q2\i>, " tribe."

n'3, "the household," or family in the narrow sense it

often has in English, is the smallest division. Several

households could thus unite to celebrate the Passover in

one domicile. This note must suffice to explain any vari-

ation in the version of the same words in the original

text, should any such occur hereafter.
' Heb. "Between the two evenings," i. e. between the

time the sun begins to decline tiU sunset, or " the after-

noon," from the third hour, or the ninth after the Jewish
mode of computing time. This was the practice in the

Temple.
^ After being washed as usual with sacrifices. (See

Exod. xxix. 17.)

and there shall be no plague against you to

destroy when I smite (others) in the land of
Egypt.

14 And this day shall be unto you for a
memorial ; and ye shall celebrate it as a feast

unto the Lord; throughout your generations,

as an ordinance for ever shall ye celebrate it.

15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened
bread ; but on the first day ye shall have put
away leaven out of your houses ; for whoso-
ever eateth leavened bread, that soul shall be
cut off from Israel, from the first day until

the seventh day.

16 And on the first day thei'e shall be a
holy convocation, and on the seventh day
there shall be a holy convocation to you ; no
manner of work shall be done on thern, save
what is eaten by every man, that only may
be prepared by you.

17 And ye shall observe the unleavened
bread ; for on this selfsame day have I brought
forth your armies out of the land of Egypt;
therefore shall ye observe this day in youc
generations as an ordinance for ever.

18 Li the first month, on the fourteenth

day of the month, at evening, ye shall eat un-
leavened bread, until the one and twentieth
day of the month at evening.

19 Seven days no leaven shall be found in

your houses; for whosoever eateth that which
is leavened, even that soul shall be cut oft'

from the congregation of Israel, whether he
be a stranger, or one bom in the land.

20 Nothing that is leavened shall ye eat;

in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened
bread.*

21 ^ And Moses called for all the elders

of Israel, and said unto them. Draw out and
take for yourselves lambs according to your
families, and kill the passover sacrifice.

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop,

" This verse is well explained thus, " I am the Lord," I

myself will do this, and not through a messenger.' It

must not be lost sight of that the punishment of the

Egyptians and the redemption of the Israelites were to be

as lessons, to both the parties afiected thereby, of the

greatness and irresistible power of the Lord; hence the

slaying of the first-born was effected without the media-

torial agency of Moses even as in the other plagues; and

as Pharaoh and his wise men relied upon the power of

their idols, these too were overthrown in the night of

the deliverance of Israel, by Israel's God. "Judgment"
stands for "judicial decrees," or punishment.
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and dip in the blood that is in the basin, and

strike the lintel and the two side-posts with

the blood that is in the basin ; and none of

you shall go out from the door of his house

until the morning.

23 And the Lord will pass through to

smite* the Egyptians ; and when he seeth the

blood upon the lintel, and on the two side-

posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto,

your houses to smite.

24 And ye shall observe this thing, as an

ordinance for thee and for thy sons for ever.

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be

come into the land which the Lord will give

you, according as he hath promised, that ye

shall keep this service.

26 And it shall come to pass, when your

children shall say unto you. What mean ye

by this service?

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of

the passover unto the Lord, who passed over

the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,

when he smote the Egyptians, and our houses

he spared ; and the people bent the head and

bowed themselves.

28 And the children of Israel went away,

and did as the Lord had commanded Moses

and Aaron, so did they.*

29 ^ And it came to pass at midnight,

that the Lord smote all the first-bora in the

land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh

that was to sit on his throne unto the first-

born of the captive that was in the dungeon;

and all the first-born of cattle.

30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he,

and all his servants, and all the Egyptians;

and there was a great cry in Egypt ; for there

was not a house where there was not some

one dead.

31 And he called for Moses and Aaron by

night, and said. Rise up, get you forth from

among my people, lx)th ye and the children

of Israel; and go, serve the Eternal, as ye

have spoken.*"

32 Also your flocks and your herds take,

as ye h.ave spoken, and ]x gone; and bless

me also.

33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon

* IJjS literally " to plague."
^ "Let all be as ye have spoken, even the cattle ye

a^ki-'d of iiip for sacrifices take, and only pray for me, for

1 t(ii) am first-born."—llAsiii.
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the people, to make haste to send them away
out of the land; for they said, We are all

dying.

34 And the people took their dough before

it was yet leavened, their kneading-troughs

being bound up in their clothes upon their

shoulders.

35 And the children of Israel had done ac-

cording to the word of Moses ; and they had
asked of the Egyptians vessels of silver, and
vessels of gold, and garments.

36 And the Lord had given the people

favour in the eyes of the Egyptians, so that

they gave unto them what they required;

and they emptied out Egypt.

37 ^ And the children of Israel journeyed
from Ra'meses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand men on foot, besides children.

38 And a mixed multitude also went up
with them; and flocks, and herds, a very

large amount of cattle.

39 And they baked of the dough, which
they had brought forth out of Eg}-pt, un-

leavened cakes, for it was not leavened; be-

cause they were thrust out of Egypt, and
could not tarry, neither had they prepared

any provisions for themselves.

40 Now the time of the residence of the

children of Israel, which they dwelt in Egypt,

was four hundi'ed and thirty years.

41 And it came to pass at the end of the

four hundred and thirty years, and it happened
even on the selfsame day, that all the hosts

of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.

42 A night to be observed" was this unto

the Lord to bring them out from the land of

Eg_>^t : this is that night holy to the Lord,

to be observed by all the children of Israel in

their generations.

43 ][ And the Lord said unto Moses and
Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover

:

no stranger shall eat thereof

44 But every man's servant that is bought

for money, when thou hast circumcised him,

then shall he eat thereof.

45 A resident foreigner and a hired ser-

vant shall not eat thereof.

46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou

shalt not carry forth aught of the flesh abroad

' "Which the Lord watched and looked for to fulfil his

promise to bring them out of the land of Egypt," R.\sin;

others-explain, '• In which he watched over the Israelites to

preserve thorn s;ife amidst the plague."
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out of the house ; and no bone shall ye break
in it.

47 All the congregation of Israel shall pre-

pare it.

48 And when a stranger sojourneth with
thee, and will prepare the passover to the
Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and
then let him come near and prepare it, and
he shall be as one that is bora in the
land; but no uncircumcised person" shall eat

thereof.

49 One law shall be to him that is home-
born, and unto the stranger that sojourneth

among you.

.50 And all the children of Israel did so ; as

the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron,
so did they.

51 ^ And it came to pass on the selfsame

day, that the Lord did bring forth the children

of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their

armies.*

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying,

2 Sanctify unto me all the first-born, what-
soever openeth the womb among the children

of Israel, both of man and of beast; it is

mine.

3 And Moses said unto the people, Re-

member this day, on which ye came out from
Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by
strength of hand the Lord brought you out

from here: and no leavened bread shall be

eaten

4 This day come ye out, in the month
of Abib.*'

5 And it shall be, when the Lord doth

bring thee into the land of the Canaanites,

and the Hittites, and the Emorites, and the

Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he hath
sworn unto thy fathers to give unto thee, a

land flowing with milk and honey, that thou
shalt perform this service in this month.

6 Seven days shalt thou eat unleavened
bread, and on the seventh day shall be a feast

to the Lord.

7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten these

seven days; and there shall not be seen with
thee any leavened bread, neither shall there

be seen with thee any leaven in all thy boun-

daries.

8 And thou shalt tell thy son on that day.

This includes even an uncircumcised Israelite.

saying, This is done for the sake of that which
the Lord did unto me when I came forth out
of Egypt.

_

9 And it shall be unto thee for a sign upon
thy hand, and for a memorial between thy
eyes, in order that the law of the Lord may
be in thy mouth; for with a strong hand
hath the Lord brought thee forth out of
Egypt.

10 And thou shalt keep this ordinance in

its season, from year to year.

11 ^ And it shall be Avhen the Lord doth
bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as

he hath sworn unto thee and to thy fathers,

and giveth it to thee,

12 That thou shalt set apart all that open-
eth the womb unto the Lord ; and every first-

ling that cometh of a beast which thou shalt

have, the males shall belong to the Lord.
13 And every firstling of an ass shalt thou

redeem Avith a lamb ; and if thou wilt not re-

deem it, then shalt thou break its neck : and
all the first-born of man among thy children

shalt thou redeem.*

14 And it shall be when thy son asketh

thee in time to come, saying. What is this?

that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of

hand the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage

;

15 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh
obstinately refused to let us go, that the Lord
slew all the first-born in the land of Egypt,
both the first-born of man, and the first-born

of beast; therefore do I sacrifice to the Lord
all that openeth the womb, being males ; but
all the first-born of my children must I re-

deem.
16 And it shall be for a sign upon thy

hand, and for frontlets between thy eyes;

that by strength of hand the Lord brought us

forth out of Egypt.

Ilaphtorah in Jeremiah xlvi. 13 to 27.

SECTION XVI. BESHALLACH, rhc'2.

17 ^ And it came to pass, \vhen Pharaoh let

the people go, that God did not lead them the

way through the land of the Philistines, be-

cause it was near; for God said, Lest perad-

venture the people repent when they see war,

and return to Egypt.

18 But God led the people about, by the

The month in which the grain ripens in Egypt.
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way of the wilderness to the Red sea: and

the children of Israel went up anned out of

the land of Egypt.

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph

with him; for he had caused the children of

Israel to swear, saying, God will surely visit

you, and ye shall then carry up my bones

away hence with you.

20 And they took their journey from Suc-

coth, and encamped in Etham, at the edge of

the wilderness.

21 And the Lord went before them by day
in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the way

;

and by night in a pillar of fire, to give light

to them ; that they might go by day and by
night

:

22 He took not away the pillar of cloud

by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from

before the people.

CHAPTER XIV
1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that

they turn back and encamp before Pi-hachi-

roth, between Migdol and the sea; in front

of Baiil-zephon ; opposite to this shall ye en-

camp by the sea.

3 And Pharaoh will say of the children of

Israel, They are entangled in the land, the

wilderness hath shut" them in.

4 And I will harden the heart of Pharaoh,

that he shall follow after them ; and I will be

honoui'ed on Pharaoh, and on all his host;

and the Egyptians shall know that I am the

Lord; and they did so.

5 And it was told to the king of Egypt
that the people had fled;*" and the heart of

Pharaoh and of his servants was changed"

with respect to the people, and they said.

What is this which we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?

6 And he made ready his chariot, and took

his people with him.

* Philippson trafislatcs, "The wilderness is closed

against them," meaning, that they had not entered the pro-

per district to effect their escape, but were roaming about at

random without plan or concert. Philippson contends

that his version is correct, because they had not yet entered

the wilderness. The word "entangled" used here must
be taken in the sense of "they had lost their way," near

the sea-shore, without the possibility of an egress.
^ "Was roaming about."

—

Philippson.
' "Turned against."—English version.

7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots,

and all the chariots of Eg^^^t, and captains'*

over every one of them.

8 And the Lord hardened the heart of

Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and he pursued
after the children of Israel ; and the children

of Israel went out with a high hand.*

9 And the Eg3q)tians pursued after them,
and they overtook them encamping by the

sea, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh,

and his horsemen, and his army, Ixjsides Pi-

hachiroth, before Baiil-zephon.

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the chil-

dren of Israel lifted up their eyes, and be-

hold, the Egyptians were marching after

them, and they were greatly afraid; and the

children of Israel cried out unto the Lord.

11 And they said unto Moses, Is it because

there were no graves in Eg}-pt, that thou

hast taken us away to die in the wilderness?

what is this which thou hast done to us, to

bring us forth out of Egypt ?

12 Is not this the word that we spoke unto

thee in EgyjDt, saying, Let us alone, that we
may serve the Egyptians? for it is better for

us to serve the Egyptians than that we should

die in the wilderness.

13 And Moses said unto the people. Fear

ye not, stand still, and see the salvation" of

the Lord, which he will do for you to-day;

for as ye^ have seen the Egyptians to-day, ye
shall not see them again any more for ever.

14 The Lord will fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace.'-'

15 Tl And the Lord said unto Moses,

Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto

the children of Israel, that they go forward

;

IG But do thou lift up thy staff, and
stretch out thy hand over the sea, and divide

it; and the children of Israel shall go through

the midst of the sea on dry ground.

17 And I, })ehold, I will harden the heart

of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them

:

and I will get myself honour on Pharaoh,

* "Those that fought in chariots upon all," Arnheim;
who translates v^hlff, itltahlish, always in the same man-
ner.

" " Deliverance," Onkelos. "Assistance," Mendels-
sohn, and others.

' The word ivn< has been rendered, after Onkelos, as

though it were IB'NO, "in the manner that;" iu this sense

the prophecy has been literally fulfilled, which would not

be, if we render it, "the Egyptians whom ye see;" though

Arnheim and others translate in the last manner.
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aud on all his host, on his chariots, and on
his horsemen.

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I

am the Lord, when I have got myself honour
on Pharaoh, on his chariots, and on his horse-

men.
19 And the angel of God, that went before

the camp of Israel, removed and went behind
them ; and the pillar of cloud removed from
before them, and stood behind them :

20 And it came between the camp of the

Egyptians and the camp of Israel ; and it was
a cloud and darkness to the first, but it gave

light by night to these : and the one came
not near unto the other all the night.

21 And Moses stretched out his hand over

the sea; and the Lord drove back the sea

with a strong east wind all that night, and
made the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided.

22 And the children of Israel went into

the midst of the sea upon the dry ground

:

and the waters were a wall unto them on
their right hand, and on their left.

23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went
in after them, all Pharaoh's horses, his chari-

ots, and his horsemen, to the midst of the

sea.

24 And it came to pass in the morning
watch, that the Lord looked unto the camp
of the Egyptians with the pillar of fire and
of the cloud, and brought into confusion the

camp of the Egyptians

;

25 And he took off the Avheels of their

chariots, and caused them to move onward
with difficulty; and the Egyptians said. Let
us flee from the face of Israel ; for the Lord
fighteth for them against the Egyptians.*

26 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses,

Stretch out thy hand over the sea, and the

waters shall return over the Egyptians, over

their chariots, and over their horsemen.
27 And Moses stretched forth his hand

over the sea, and the sea returned, when the

morning appeared, to its strength; while the

Egyptians were fleeing against it; and the

Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst
of the sea.

28 And the waters returned, and covered
the chariots, and the horsemen with all the

host of Pharaoh that came after them into

the sea : there remained of them not even one.

29 But the children of Israel walked upon
dry ground in the midst of the sea; and the

waters were imto them a wall on their rigiiL

hand, and on their left.

30 Thus the Lord saved Israel on that day
out of the hand of the Egyptians ; and Israel

saw the Egyptians dead upon the shore of
the sea.

31 And Israel saw that great power which
the Lord had shown on the Egyptians : and
the people feared the Lord, and they believed

in the Lord, and in Moses his servant.

CHAPTER XV.

1 ^ Then sang Moses and the children of
Israel this song unto the Lord, and thus did
they say, I will sing unto the Lord, for he
hath triumphed gloriously : the horse and his

rider hath he thrown into the sea.

2 My strength and song is the Lord, and
he is become my salvation: he is my God,
and I will declare his praise," the God of my
father, and I will exalt him.

3 The Eternal is the lord of war; the Eter-

nal is his name.
4 The chariots of Pharaoh and his host

hath he huiied into the sea ; and the chosen
of his captains are sunk in the Red Sea.

5 The depths have covered them; they
went down to the bottom as a stone.

6 Thy right hand, Lord, is become glori-

ous in power ; thy right hand, liORD, hath
dashed in pieces the enemy.

7 And in the greatness of thy excellency

hast thou overthrown those that rose up
against thee ; thou didst send forth thy wrath,

it consumed them as stubble.

8 Aud with the breath of thy nostrils the

waters were heaped up together, the floods

stood upi'ight as a Avail ; congealed were the

depths in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, I mil pursue, I will

overtake, I Avill divide the spoil; my desire

shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my
sword, my hand shall destroy them.

10 Thou didst blow with thy wuid, the sea

covered them : they sunk as lead in mighty
waters.

11 Who is like unto thee, Lord, among
the mighty? who is like thee, glorious in

holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ?

12 Thou didst stretch out thy right hand,

the earth swallowed them.

13 Thou leadest forth in thy mercy the

* Others translate, " I will build him a habitation."
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(H-oplo thou hast redeemed; thou guidest it

ill tliy strength unto the habitation of thy

lioliness.

14 Nations hear it and tremble: sorrow

seizeth the inhabitants of Palestine.

15 Then were troubled the dukes of Edom;
the mighty men of Moab, trembling seizeth

them ; faint-hearted" become all the inhabit-

ants of Canaan.

16 Fear and dread shall fall upon them

;

by the greatness of thy arm they shall Ije still

as a stone ; till thy people pass over, O Lord,

till this people pass over, which thou hast

purchased.

17 Thou slialt bring them, and plant them
on the mountain of thy inheritance, the place,

Lord, which thou hast wrought for thy resi-

dence, the sanctuary, Lord, Avhich thy

hands have established.

18 The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

19 For the horse of Pharaoh went in with

his chariots and Avith his horsemen into the

sea, and the Lord brought again upon them
the waters of the sea; but the children of

Israel went on dry ground through the midst

of the sea.

20 Tl Then took Miriam the prophetess,

the sister of Aaron, a timbrel in her hand

;

and all the women went out after her with

timbrels and with dances.

21 And Miriam began her song to them,

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed

gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he

thrown into the sea.

22 T[ And Moses caused Israel to depart

from the Red Sea, and they went out into the

wilderness of Shur ; and they went three days

in the wilderness, and found no water.

23 And they came to Marah; but they

could not drink the waters of Marah, for they

were bitter; therefore they called its name
Marah."

24 And the people murmured against

Moses, saying, What shall we drink ?

25 And he cried unto the Lord; and the

Lord showed him a tree, which he cast into

the waters, and the waters were made sweet

:

there he made for them a statute and an ordi-

nance, and there he proved them,

2G And he said. If thou -wilt diligently

• Lit. " They are melted," i. e. from fear.

* Marah signifies " bitter." The throwing in of a tree

in the water, to cure it, was another evidence of the power
84

hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God,

and wilt do that which is riglit in his eyes,

and wilt give ear to his commandments, and
wilt keep all his statutes, I will put none of

those diseases upon thee, Avhich I have brought

upon the Egj^tians; for I the Lord am thy
physician.'''

27 T[ And they came to Elim, and there Avere

twelve Avells of water, and seventy palm-trees

:

and they encamped there by the water.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 And they took their journey from Elim,

and all the congregation of the children of

Israel came unto the Avilderness of Sin, which
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth

day of the second month after their departing

out of the land of Egypt.

2 And the Avhole congregation of the chil-

dren of Israel murmured against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness :

3 And the children of Israel said unto

them. Would to God that Ave had died !)}• the

hand of the Lord in the land of Egjqit, Avhen

Ave sat by the flesh-pot, Avhen Ave ate bread to

the full ; for ye have brought us forth into

this Avildeniess, to kill this Avhole assembly

Avith hunger.

4 ^ Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold,

,

I Avdll let rain for you bread from heaven;

and the people shall go out and gather a cer-

tain portion CA'ery day, in order that I may
prove it, Avhether it AAdll walk in my laAv, or

not.

5 And it shall come to pass, on the sixth

day, Avlien they prepare Avhat they shall have

brought in, that it shall be tAvice as much as

they shall gather dail_y.

6 And Moses and Aaron said unto all the

children of Israel, At evening, then shall ye

knoAV that it is the Lord Avho hath brought

you out from the land of Egypt

:

7 And in the morning, then shall ye see

the glory of the Lord; since he heareth your

murmurings against the Lord; and what are

Ave, that ye murmur against us ?

8 And Moses said, When the Lord giveth

you in the CA'ening flesh to eat, and bread in

the morning to the full; since the Lord hear-

eth your murmurings which yc murmur

of God to produce an effect with means by no means ade-

quate ; not that there was any special power in the wood

itself
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against him:—what are we then? not against

us are your murmurings, but against the Lord.
9 And Moses said unto Aaron, Say unto

all the congregation of the children of Israel,

Come near before the Lord ; for he hath heard
your murmurings.

10 And it came to pass, as Aaron was
speaking unto the whole congregation of the

children of Israel, that they turned round to-

ward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory

of the Lord appeared in the cloud.*

11 ]| And the Lord spake unto Moses,

Baying,

12 I have heard the murmurings of the

children of Israel; speak unto them, saying,

Toward evening ye shall eat flesh, and in the

morning ye shall be filled with bread ; and ye
shall know that I am the Eternal your God.

13 And it came to pass, that at evening

the quails came up, and covered the camp;
and in the morning there was a layer of dew
round about the camp.

14 And when the layer of dew was gone
up, behold, there was upon the face of the

wilderness something fine in grains, small as

the hoar-frost, on the ground.

15 And when the children of Israel saw
it, they said one to another. It is manna, for

they knew not what it was ; and Moses said

unto them, This is the bread which the Lord
hath given you to eat."

16 This is the thing which the Lord hath
commanded. Gather of it every man according

to his eating ; an omer for every head, accord-

ing to the number of your persons that every

man hath in his tent, shall ye take.

17 And the children of Israel did so; and
they gathered, some much, some little.

18 And when they measured it with an

omer, he that had gathered much had nothing

over, and he that had gathered little had no
lack ; every man according to his eating, had
they gathered.

19 And Moses said. Let no man leave of

it till the morning.

* Mendelssohn, after some authorities, renders Nin |D

like Nin nn with "What is this;" to which Moses natu-

rally replies, " This is the bread," &c. But as we have

no warrant to substitute |d for rra, the word has been left

as it appears at first view, "It is manna," which Arnheim
thus explains: The Israelites were acquainted with the

Arabic manna, and called this new product therefore, from

its similarity, by the same term ; either becauae they

knew no better name, or because they thought it identical.

20 But they hearkened not unto Moses;
but some men left of it until morning, and it

bred worms, and stank; and Moses was wroth
with them.

21 And so they gathered it every morning,
every man according to his eating; and when
the sun waxed hot, it melted.

22 And it came to pass on the sixth day,
that they gathered twofold bread, two omers
for every one ; and all the rulers of the con-
gregation came and told it to Moses.

23 And he said unto them, This is what
the Lord hath spoken, A rest, a holy rest is

unto the Lord to-morrow : that which je will

bake bake to-day ,'' and what ye will seethe

seethe to-day; and all the remainder lay up
for you to be kept until the morning.

24 And they laid it up till the morning, as

Moses had bidden ; and it did not stink, nor
was there any worm therein.

25 And Moses said. Eat it to-day; for a
sabbath" is this day unto the Lord : to-day ye
will not find it in the field.

26 Six days shall ye gather it; but on the

seventh day, the sabbath, on it there shall be

none.

27 And it came to pass on the seventh

day, that there went out some of the people

to gather; but they found nothing.

28 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, How
long refuse ye to keei^ my commandments
and my laws ?

29 See, that the Lord hath given you the

sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth

day bread for two days; remain ye, every

man in his place, let no man go out of his

place on the seventh day.

30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

31 And the house of Israel called the name
thereof Manna, (Man ;) and it was like cori-

ander-seed, white, and its taste was like

wafers made with honey.

32 And Moses said, This is the thing

which the Lord hath commanded, One omer-

full of it is to be kept for your generations ; in

Moses, however, corrected their opinion, by saying that it

was a miraculous gift of God. Kashi gives it, " This is a

preparation of food."
^ The word " to-day" is not in the Hebrew, but it is

implied in the imperative 13N &c., which form always

refers to the action which is to be performed at once. The
present version is after Onkelos and Rashi.

° Properly, shahhath, "a rest," from nOBf, shahoth, "to

cea.se;" hence "to refrain from labour," "to rest."
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order that they may see the bread which I

gave you to eat in the Avildemess, when I

brought you forth out of the land of Egypt.

33 And Moses said unto Aaron, take a

flask, and put therein an omer-full of manna,
and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept for

your generations.

34 As the Lord had commanded Moses, so

did Aai'on lay it up before the Testimony, to

be kept.

35 And the children of Israel ate the

manna forty years, until they came to an in-

habited land; the manna they did eat, until

they came unto the borders of the land of

Canaan.

36 But the omer" is a tenth part of an

ephah.*

CHAPTER XVII.

1 Tl And all the congregation of the children

of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of

Sin, after their joumeyings, by the command-
ment of the Lord; and they encamped in

Rephidim, and there was no water for the

people to drink.

2 And the people quarrelled with Moses,

and said. Give us water that we may drink;

and Moses said unto them, Why will ye
quarrel with me? why will ye tempt the

Lord?
3 And the people thirsted there for water

;

and the people murmured against Moses, and
said, For what purpose is it that thou hast

brought us up out of Egyjit, to kill me*" and
my children and my cattle with thirst?

4 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying,

What shall I do unto this people ? but little

is wanting and they will stone me.
5 And the Lord said unto Moses, Pass on

before the people, and take with thee some of

the elders of Israel ; and thy staff, wherewith
thou smotest the river, take in thy hand, and

SO-

6 Behold, I will be standing before thee

there upon the rock at Choreb ; and thou shalt

smite the rock, and there shall come out from

it water, and the people shall drink; and

* The contents of an cpliah is said by rabbinical autho-

rity to bo 432 eggs; consequently an omor is 48^ (fowl's)

eggs.
' The singular is used here, as in other places, to denote

probably that one spoke for the community. So also in

Genesis xxiii. 6, " Hear us, my lord."

Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of
Israel.

7 And he called the name of the place

Massah" and Meribah ; because of the quarrel-

ling of the children of Israel, and because

they tempted the Lord, saying. Is then the

Lord among us, or not ?

8 ^ Then came Amalek, and fought with
Israel in Rephidim.

9 And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose for

us men, and go out, fight with Amalek ; to-

morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with
the staff of God in my hand.

10 And Joshua did as Moses had said to

him, to fight with Amalek ; and Moses, Aaron,
and Chur went up to the top of the hill.

11 And it came to pass, when Moses held

up his hand, that Israel prevailed : and when
he let down his hand, that Amalek prevailed.

12 But when the hands of Moses became
heavy, they took a stone, and put it under him,

and he sat thereon ; and Aaron and Chur suj^)-

ported his hands, one on one side, and the

other on the other side; and his hands were
steady until the going down of the sun.

13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and
his people with the edge of the sword.*

14 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Write
this for a memorial in the book,* and rehearse

it in the ears of Joshua ; for I will utterly

blot out the rememlirance of Amalek from

under the heavens.

15 And Moses built an altar, and called its

name Adonay Nissy (The Lord is my Banner).

IG And he said, Because" the Lord hath

sworn on his throne that the Lord will have
war with Amalek from generation to genera-

tion.

Ilaphtorah in Judges iv. 4 to v. 31. The Portuguese coni-

menco at v. 1.

SECTION XVII. YITHRO, nnv

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ^ And J ithro, the priest of Midian, Moses'

father-in-law, heard all that God had done

" " Tempting and quarrel," from riDJ " to prove, to

tempt," and an "to contend, to quarrel."
'' The book of tlic Records of Israel, wherein doubt-

lessly all the occurrences of the nation had been preserved.

" Arnheim, after Ralbag, (quoted in the name of his

father,) renders, " Yea the hand on the throne of Yah (is

stretched out) for a war with Amalek," &c.



EXODUS XVIII. YITHRO.

for Moses, and for Israel his people, that the
Lord had brought forth Israel out of Eg3'pt.

2 Then took Jithro, the father-in-law of
Moses, Zipporah, the wife of Moses, after he
had sent her back,

3 And her two sons ; of whom the name of
the one was Gershom; for he said, I have
been a stranger in a foreign land

:

4 And the name of the other was Eliezer ;"

for the God of my father was my help, and
delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh.

5 And Jithro, the father-in-law of Moses,

came with his sons and his wife unto Moses,

unto the wilderness, where he was encamped
at the mount of God.

6 And he sent word imto Moses, I thy
father-in-law Jithro am coming unto thee,

with thy wife, and her two sons with her.

7 And Moses Avent out to meet his father-

in-law, and bowed himself, and kissed him;
and they asked each other after their welfare

;

and they went into the tent.

8 And Moses told his father-in-law all

which the Lord had done unto Pharaoh and
to the Egyptians on account of Israel ; all the

hardship which had come upon them by
the way, and how the Lord had delivered

them.
9 And Jithro rejoiced over all the goodness

which the Lord had done to Israel, that'' he
had delivered it out of the hand" of the

Egyptians.

10 And Jithro said, Blessed be the Lord,

who hath delivered you out of the hand of

the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pha-
raoh, who hath delivered the people from un-

der the hand of the Egyptians.

11 Now I know that the Eternal is great

above all gods : for by the very thing wherein

they sinned presumptuously was punishment
brought upon them."*

12 And Jithro, the father-in-law of Moses,

* From El, " God," and ezer, " help."
' Onkelos renders •\wx with " who had," &c., referring

to the antecedent " Lord."
" T " Hand," has several significations in Hebrew : first,

the hand itself; then, " power," as in this instance ; or

"means," (as in Exodus ix. 35,) "As the Lord had

spoken through the hand of Moses;" "a fixed place, the

margin of a river," (Exodus ii. 5,) and " portion," " share,"

" claim," (2 Samuel xix. 44,) &c.

*>A.fter Onkelos. Rashi adds, " They endeavoured to

destroy the Israelites by water, and they were lost in

water." Philippson renders, " namely therein whereby
they had sinned against them," meaning that God's su-

offered a bunitK)frering and sacrifices unto
God; and Aaron came, with all the elders of
Israel, to eat bread with the father-in-law of
Moses, before God.*

13 And it came to pass on the morrow,
that Moses sat to judge the people; and the
people stood by Moses from the morning unto
the evening.

14 And the father-in-law of Moses saw all

that he did to the people; and he said, Wliat
is this thing that thou doest to the people ?

why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the

people standeth by thee from morning until

evening ?

15 And Moses said unto his father-in-law,

Because the people cometh unto me to inquire

of God.

16 When they have a matter of dispute,

they come unto me; and I judge between one
and the other, and I make them know the

statutes of God, and his laws.

17 And the father-in-law of Moses said

unto him. The thing that thou doest is not

good.

18 Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou,

and this people that is with thee; for the

thing is too heavy for thee; thou wilt not

be able to perform it by thyself alone.

19 Now hearken unto my voice, I will give

thee counsel, and may God be with thee, Be
thou for the people a mediator' with God,

that thou mayest bring the causes unto God.

20 And thou shalt explain to them the

ordinances and the laws; and thou shalt make
them know the way wherein they must walk,

and the work that they must do.

21 Moreover, thou shalt select out of all the

people able men, such as fear God, men of

truth, hating (their own) gain;' and place

these over them, as rulers of thousands, rulers

of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of

tens.

periority was displayed, since the Egyptians and their

gods prevailed not in the very acts of their presumption

against Israel. The English version seems to have adopt-

ed in some degree the same view. Arnheim, after Aben

Ezra, renders " For he punished them because they had

acted wickedly toward them."
" Meaning, that Moses should represent the people with

God, hear what he teaches, and then instruct those who

had sent him.
' This means, disinterested men, who in hearing causes

brought before them will decide without reference whe-

ther their own advantage be secured by their judgment

or not.
87
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22 And let them judge the people at all

times; and it shall be, that every great matr

ter they shall bring unto thee, but every

small matter they shall judge themselves: so

shall it be easier for thee, when they shall

bear with thee.

23 If thou wilt do this thing, and God
commandeth it thee, then wilt thou be able

to endure; and also the whole of this people

will come to its place in peace.'-=

24 And Moses hearkened to the voice of

his father-in-law, and did all that he had
said.

25 And Moses chose able men out of all

Israel, and placed them as heads over the

people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hun-
dreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.

26 And they judged the people at all

times ; any difficult cause they brought unto
Moses, but every small cause they judged
themselves.

27 And Moses dismissed his father-in-law;

and he went his way unto his own land.*

CHAPTER XIX.

1 ][ In the third month, after the children of

Israel were gone forth out of the land of

Egyi^t, the same day they came into the

wilderness of Sinai.

2 For they had departed from Rephidim,
and they came to the desert of Sinai, and en-

camped in the wilderness; and Israel en-

camped there opposite the mount.
3 And Moses went up unto God, and the

Lord called unto him from the mount, saying,

Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob,

and tell the children of Israel

:

4 Ye" have yourselves seen what I have
done unto the Egj^^tians, and how I boi'e you on
eagles' wings,** and brought you unto myself

5 Now therefore, if you will truly obey my
voice, and keep my covenant, then shall ye
be unto me a peculiar treasure above all na-

tions; for all the earth is mine:
G And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of

priests, and a holy nation ; these are the words
which thou shalt speak unto thc^ children of

Israel.

* Tlie things which I have done to P3gypt are not a

tradition among you or brought to your nfitice by messen-
ger or witness ; through many sins had they been guilty

before they injured you; but I did not puuish them ex-

cept for your sake.

—

Rashi.
'' " As the eagle bears aloft his j'oung, over every obsta-

7 And Moses came and called for the elders

of the people, and laid before them all these

Avords which the Lord had commanded him.
8 And all the people answered unani-

mousl}^, and said, AH that the Lord liath

spoken we will do; and Moses returned the

words of the people unto the Lord.

9 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, I

will come unto thee in a thick cloud, for the

sake that the people may hear when I speak
with thee, and that also in thee they shall

believe" for ever; and Moses told the words
of the i^eople unto the Lord.

10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto
the people, and sanctify them to-day and to-

morrow, and let them wash their clothes.

11 And they shall be ready against the

third day ; for on the third day the Lord will

come doAVTi, before the eyes of all the people,

upon mount Sinai.

12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the

people, round about, saying. Take heed to

yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount,
nor touch the border of it; whosoever touch-

eth the mount shall surely be put to death.

13 Yet not a hand shall touch him, but he
shall surely be stoned, or shot through

;

whether it be beast or man, it shall not live;

when the trumpet soundeth long, the}^ may
come up to the mount.

14 And Moses went down from the mount
unto the people, and sanctified the people;

and they washed their clothes.

15 And he said unto the people. Be ready
against the third day; approach not unto a

woman.
IG And it came to pass on the third da}-

when it was morning, that there were thun-

ders and lightnings, and a heavy cloud was
upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet
was exceedingly loud; so that all the people

that were in the camp trembled.

17 And Moses brought forth the people

out of the camp to meet with God ; and they

placed themselves at the foot of the mount.
18 And mount Sinai smoked in every part,

because the Lord had descended upon it in

fire; and the smoke thereof ascended as the

cle, and carries them even across the sea, so have I brought

you safely through the sea, and you were not injured."

—

DUBNO. •

°
i'. e. Have trust or confidence in the truth of his

mission.
* Aben Ezra refers this to Aaron, his sous and the elders
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smoke of a furnace, and the Avliole mount
quaked greatly.

19 And the voice of the cornet went on,

and waxed louder and louder; Moses spoke,

and God answered him Avith a loud voice.*

20 And the Lord came down upon mount
Sinai, on the top of the mount; and the Lord
called Moses up to the top of the mount, and
Moses went up.

21 And the. Lord said unto Moses, Go
down, charge the people, lest they break

through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of

them might perish.

22 And the priests also, who come near

to the Lord, shall sanctify themselves; lest

the Lord break forth among them.

23 And Moses said unto the Lord, The
people cannot come up to mount Sinai; for

thou hast charged us, saying, Set bounds
about the mount and sanctify it.

24 And the Lord said unto him, Go, get

thee down, and then shalt thou come up,

thou, and Aaron with thee; but the priests

and the people shall not break through to

come up unto the Lord, lest he break forth

among them.

25 So Moses went down unto the people,

and spoke unto them.

CHAPTER XX.

1 ^ And God spoke all these words, say-

ing,

2 •[[ I am the Lord thy God, who have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of

the house of slavery.*

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before

me.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thyself any

graven image, or any likeness of any thing

that is in heaven above, or that is on the

earth beneath, or that is in the water under

the earth.

5 Thou shalt not bow thyself down to

* Heb. "House of servants" or "slaves," and means
simply the state of bondage or slavery. According to

Jewish opinions, "I am the Lord thy God" is the first

commandment, and enjoins on us to believe in the Eter-

nal alone, as God and Creator, who manifested himself to

us when we were bondmen in Egypt, whence he redeemed

us through the great deeds he wrought in our behalf.

"Thou shalt have," &c. commences the second command-
ment.

' This means, " watchful of his glory, and unwilling to

pardon idolatry."

' "If the children hate me."

—

Rashbam. Onkelos
M

them, nor serve them; for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous'' God, visiting the iniquity

of the fathers upon the children, unto the
third and fourth generation of them that
hate° me;

6 And showing mercy unto the thousandth
generation of them that love me, and keep
my commandments.

7 T[ Thou shalt not take'' the name of the
Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in

vain.

8 ^ Remember the sabbath day to keep it

holy.

9 Six days shalt" thou labour, and do all

thy work.
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath in

honour of the Lord thy God ; on it thou shalt

not do any work, neither thou, nor thy son,

nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger

that is within thy gates

;

11 Eor in six days the Lord made the

heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that

is in them, and rested on the seventh day;

therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day,

and hallowed it.

12 ^ Honour thy father and thy mother;

in order that thy days may be prolonged

upon the land which the Lord thy God giv-

eth thee.

18 T[ Thou shalt not kill.

]f Thou shalt not commit adultery.

^ Thou shalt not steal.

]| Thou shalt not bear false witness against

thy neighbour.

14 ^ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's

house.

T[ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife,

nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant,

nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is

thy neighbour's.*

15 ^ And all the people perceived' the

paraphrases, "if the children persevere to sin after their

fathers."
" This means, that we shall not utler, "bear on our

lips," the blessed Name.—"Vain" includes hoth falsely

and uselessly/.

' Others render, "mayest," or "canst:" still the sense

is the same; meaning, that whatever labour is performed

must be done in the six week-days, to the exclusion of

the sabbath.
' The Hebrew word d'NT from nN"> " to see,", is evi-

dently used here in the general sense, "to perceive," "to

become aware of."
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thunderings, and the lightnings, and the

sound of the comet, and the mountain smok-

ing; and when the people saw it, they re-

moved trembling, and stood afiir off.

16 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou

with us, and we will hear;' but let not God,

speak with us, lest we die. I

17 And Moses said unto the people, Fear!

not; for in order to prove you, did God come,

and in order that his fear may be before yoiu' I

faces, that ye sin not.
I

18 And the people stood afar off, and

Moses drew near unto the thick darkness

Avhere God was.*

19 Tl And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, Ye
have seen that from heaven I have spoken

Avith 3'ou.

20 Ye shall not make any thing with me

;

gods of silver, and gods of gold ye shall not

make unto yourselves.

21 An altar of earth shalt thou make unto

me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt-

offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy sheep,*"

and thy oxen; in every place where I shall

permit my name to be mentioned, I will come

unto thee, and I will bless thee.

22 And if thou wilt make me an altar of

stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone

;

for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast

polluted it.

23 Neither shalt thou go up by steps upon

my altar, that thy nakedness be not laid open

thereon.

Ilaphtorah in Isaiah vi. 1 to 13. The Germans read to viii.

6, and add ix. 5 and 6.

SECT. XVIII. MISHPAHTLM, D^uatt'O.

CHAPTER XXI.

1 ^ And these are the laws of justice which

thou shalt set before them.

2 If thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years

* Onkelos gives, "We will accept," thus signifying

their willingness to follow what might be taught them in

the name of God, whose presence they feared henceforth

to encounter. But Moses, in accepting this trust, assured

them that the Lord's object in showing his glory, was

merely that they might always remember this scene and

sin not.

' Rashi regards " thy sheep and thy oxen" as an ex-

planation of tlie preceding words ; thus, " thy peace-offer-

ings of thy sheep and of thy oxen."
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shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall

go out free for nothing.

3 If he came in by himself, he shall go out

by himself; if he was the husband of a

woman, then shall his wife go out with

him.

4 If his master should give him a wife, and
she bear him sons or daughters: the wife

and her children shall belong to her master,

and he shall go out by himself.

5 And if the servant should plainly say, I

love my master, my wife, and my children

;

I will not go out free

:

6 Then shall his master bring him unto

the judges, and he shall bring him to the

door, or unto the door-post; and his master

shall liore his ear through with an awl; "and

he shall serve him till the jubilee."

7 ^ And if a man sell his daughter for a

maid-servant, she shall not go out as the men-
servants go out.

8 If she please not her master, to whom
he"* hath assigned her, then shall he aid her

to be redeemed; unto a strange nation he

shall have no power to sell her, seeing he hath

dealt faithlessly with her.

9 And if he should assign her unto his son,

then shall he do unto her after the right

of the daughters.

10 If he take himself another wife, her

food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage,

shall he not diminish.

11 And if he do not these three things

unto her, then shall she go out free, without

money.
12 ][ He that smiteth a man, so that he

die, shall surely be put to death.

13 And if he did not lie in wait, but God
let it come into his hand, then will I appoint

thee a place whither he shall tlee.

14 ^ But if a man come presumptuously

upon his neighl)our, to slay him with guile,

from my altar shalt thou take him, that he

may die.

° Lit. " for ever ;" but servitude is hereafter ('Levit.

XXV. 10) limited to the Jubi/ec, which is accordingly the

eternity of bondage, beyond which it could not exist.

'' Arnhcim makes the word " man" of verse 7, the

nominative of all the verbs in verse 8, and renders the

last, "since he acteth faithlessly by her;" meaning, in

ease he sell her to a foreigner who cannot marry her, by

which she becomes a bondwoman, which the children of

Israel should never be. This is a strong proof of the high

esteem females enjoyed among the early Israelites.
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15 ^ And he that smiteth his fother, or

his mother, shall surely be put to death.

16 ]| And he that stealeth a man, and
selleth him, and he be found* in his hand,
shall surely be put to death.

17 ][ And he that curseth his father, or

his mother, shall surely be put to death.

18 T[ And if men strive together, and one
smite the other with a stone, or with the fist,

and he die not, but keepeth his bed

:

19 K he rise again, and walk abroad upon
his crutch, then shall he that smote him be

quit; only he shall pay for the loss of his

time, and shall cause Imu to be thoroughly

healed.*

20 ][ And if a man smite his servant or

his maid, with a rod, and he die under his

hand, it shall be surely avenged.

21 Nevertheless, if he continue alive a day
or two, it shall not be avenged; for he is his

money.
22 ^ If men strive, and hurt a woman

with child, so that her children depart from
her, and yet no farther mischief follow: he
shall be surely punished, (with a fine,) accord-

ing as the husband of the woman will lay

upon him; and he shall pay this by the

decision of the judges.

23 And if any mischief follow, then shalt

thou give life for Ufe,

24 Eye for eye,'' tooth for tooth, hand for

hand, foot for foot,

25 Burning for burning, wound for wound,
bruise for bruise.

26 T[ And if a man smite the eye of his ser-

vant, or the eye of his maid, that it perish,

he shall let him go free for the sake of his

eye.

27 And if he strike out his man-servant's

tooth, or his maid-servant's tooth, he shall let

him go free for the sake of his tooth.

28 ^ K an ox gore a man or a woman,
that he die: then shall the ox be surely

stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but
the owner of the ox shall be quit.

29 But if the ox were wont to gore in time
past, and warning have been given to his

' If witnesses have seen that he Has stolen and sold

him, and he was found before the sale.

—

Eashi, after

Sanhedrin, 85.
" According to the laws as executed in Israel, (see

Baba Kama, viii. § 1,) this injunction was understood as

applying merely to make restitution in money for the in-

jury inflicted. That this exposition is strictly conform-

owner, and he hath not kept him in, and he
killeth a man or a Avoman: tlie ox shall be
stoned, and his owner also should of right ha
put to death

;

30 But there shall be laid oh him a sum
of money in atonement, and he shall give the
ransom of his life whatsoever may be laid

upon him.

31 K he gore a son, or gore a daughter, ac-

cording to this judgment shall be done unto
him.

32 If the ox gore a man-servant or a maid-
servant, thirty shekels of silver shall he" give

to his master, and the ox shall ])e stoned.

33 ^ And if a man open a pit, or if a man
dig a j)it, and do not cover it, and an ox or

an ass fall therein;

34 The owner of the pit shall make it

good, he shall make I'estitution in money unto
the owner thereof; and the dead beast shall

be his.

35 ^ And if one man's ox hurt the ox of

another, that he die : then shall they sell the

live ox, and divide his money; and the dead
ox also they shall divide.

36 But if it be known that the ox were
wont to gore in time past, and his OAvner hath
not kejit him in : he shall surely pay ox for

ox; and the dead shall belong to him."*

37 ^ If a man steal an ox or a sheep, and
kill it, or sell it: five oxen shall he restore

for one ox, and four sheep for one sheep.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 If a thief be found while breaking in,

and be smitten so that he die, there shall no

jjlood be shed for him.

2 If the sun be risen upon him, there shall

be blood shed for him; he shall make full

restitution ; if he have notliing, then shall he

be sold for his theft.

3 If the thing stolen be actually found in

his hand alive, Avhether it be ox, or ass, or

sheep, he shall restore double.*

4 Tl If a man cause a field or vineyard to

be eaten oft', and he let his beasts enter, and

they feed in another man's field: with the

able to the sacred text, can be proved from the passage,

Numbers xxxv. 31, "And yc shall not take a ransom for

the life of a murderer who is guilty of death," which

clearly means "from a murderer yc shall take no ransom,

but ye may do it from one who inflicts a wound only."

= The owner of the ox.

'' The English version ends here chap. xxi.
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best of his own field, and with best of his own
vineyard, shall he make restitution.

5 T[ If a fire break out, and meet with

thorns, so that stacks of corn, or the standing

corn, or the field, be consumed thereby, he

that kindled the fire shall surely make resti-

tution.

6 ][. If a man do deliver unto his neigh-

bour money or vessels to keep, and it be

stolen out of the man's house : if the thief be

found, he shall pay double.

7 If the thief be not found, then shall the

master of the house be brought unto the

judges, (to swear) that he have not stretched

out his hand against his neighbour's goods.

8 For all manner of trespass, for ox, for

ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner
of lost thing, of which he" can say. This is it,

before the judges shall come the cause of

both parties, and he, whom the judges may
condemn, shall pay double unto his neigh-

bour.

9 ^ If a man deliver unto his neighbour

an ass, or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, to

keep ; and it die, or be hurt, or driven away,

no man seeing it

:

10 Then shall an oath of the Lord be be-

tween them both, that he have not stretched

out his hand against his neighbour's goods;

and the owner of it shall accept this, and he

shall not make it good.

11 But if it be stolen from him, he shall

make restitution unto the owner thereof.

12 If it be torn in pieces, then let him
bring it as evidence ;'' that which was torn he

shall not make good.

13 ^ And if a man borrow aught of his

neighbour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner
thereof not being with it, he shall surely make
it good.

14 But if the owner thereof be with it, he

shall not make it good ; if it be a hired thing,

the loss is included in its hire."

15 11 And if a man seduce a virgin that is

not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall

surely endow her to be his wife.

• " The witness," t. e. which he can identify.

—

Aben
Ezra.—From 6 to 8 is considered as relating to a case

where the goods arc left without charge for keeping; hut

from y to 12 where hire is paid for the earo required.

'Compare with Amos iii. 12. Rashi and Onkelos:
" He shall hring witnesses."

' Meaning, the owner can only claim the money agreed

upon for the hire, hut no farther restitution. This ver-
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16 If her father refuse to give her unto
him, he shall pay money according to the

dowry of virgins.

17 ^ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

18 Whosoever lieth with a beast shall

surely be put to death.

19 ^ He that sacrificeth unto any god,

save unto the Lord only, shall be utterly de-

stroyed.

20 And a stranger thou shalt not vex, and
shalt not oppress him; for strangers ye were
in the land of Egypt.

21 Ye shall not afflict any widow, or father-

less child.

22 If thou afflict him in any wise ;'' (for if

he cry at all unto me, I will surely hear his

cry:)
.

23 My Avrath shall wax hot, and I -s^dll

slay you with the sword; and your wives

shall be widows, and your children fatherless.

24 ^ If thou lend money to my people, to

the poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as

a lender of money; thou shalt not lay upon
him usury.

25 If thou take at all thy neighbour's

raiment in pledge, thou shalt restore it unto

him by the time the sun goeth down

;

26 For it is his only covering, it is his

raiment for his skin ; wherein shall he sleep ?

and it shall come to pass, when he crieth

unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious.*

27 ^ The judges thou shalt not revile;"

and a ruler among ±hy people thou shalt not

curse.

28 The first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy

liquors, shalt thou not delay to offer; the

first-born of thy sons shalt thou give unto

me.
29 In like manner shalt thou do with thy

ox, with thy sheep; seven days it shall be

with its dam; on the eighth day thou shalt

give it me.
30 And holy men shall ye be unto me:

and flesh that is torn of beasts in the field,

shall ye not eat; to the dogs shall ye

cast it.

sion is according to Ben 'Uzziel and Mendelssohn ; literally,

"it comes (in) with its hire."

* Ka.shi rcgard.i this as an elliptical verse, thus : "If

thou afflict him, thou shalt surely be punished, because,

should he cry unto me, I will hear his cry."

• " This is a prohibition both against blasphemy, and

cursing the judges who sit in the place of God to do

justice."

—

Rashi, after Sanhedrin, 67.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

1 T[ Thou shalt not receive a false report

:

put not thy hand with the wicked to be an
unrighteous witness.

2 ][ Thou shalt not follow a multitude to

do evil ; neither shalt thou speak in a cause,

to incline after many, to wrest judgment.
3 Neither shall thou countenance a poor

man in his cause.

4 ^ If thou meet thy enemy's ox or his ass

going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back
to him again.

5 ^ If thou see the ass of him that hateth

thee lying under his burden, and wouldest for-

bear to unload him, (thou must do so, but)

thou shalt surely unload with him.*

6 T[ Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of

thy poor in his cause.

7 Keep thyself far from a false speech ; and
him who hath been declared innocent and
righteous thou shalt not slay ; for I will not

justify the wicked.

8 And thou shalt take no gift ; for the gift

blindeth the clear-sighted, and perverteth the

words of the righteous.

9 And a stranger thou shalt not oppress;

for ye know well the spirit of the stranger,

seeing ye yourselves were strangers in the

land of Egypt.

10 And six years shalt thou sow thy land,

and shalt gather in the fruits thereof;

11 But the seventh year shalt thou let it

rest and lie still ; that the poor of thy people

may eat (of it) ; and what they leave the

beasts of the field shall eat : in like manner
shalt thou deal with thy vineyard, and with
thy olive tree.

12 Six days shalt thou do thy work, and on
the seventh day shalt thou rest ; that thy ox
and thy ass may repose, and the son of thy
hand-maid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.

13 And in all things that I have said unto
you be on your guard; and of the name of

other gods, ye shall make no mention, it shall

not be heard out of thy mouth.
14 Three times shalt thou keep a feast

unto me in the year.

15 The feast of unleavened bread shalt

thou keep; seven days shalt thou eat unlear

vened bread, as I commanded thee, in the time

appointed of the month of Abib ; for in it thou

camest out from Egypt: and none shall ap-

pear before me empty.

16 And the feast of harvest, of the first-

fruits of thy labours, Avhich thou ha.st sown in

thy field : and the feast of ingathering, at the
conclusion of the year, when thou gatherest
in thy labours out of the field.

17 Three times in the year shall all thy
males appear before the Lord, the Eternal.

18 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my
sacrifice with leavened bread;' neither shall

the fat of my festive sacrifice remain until

morning.

19 The first of the first-fruits of thy land
shalt thou bring unto the house of the Lord
thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in its

mother's milk.*

20 ^ Behold, I send an angel before thee, to

keep thee on the way, and to bring thee unto
the place which I have prepared.

21 Beware of him, and ol>ey his voice,

disobey him not ; for he will not pardon your
transgression, because my name is in him.

22 But if thou wilt carefully hearken to

his voice, and do all that I shall speak : then

will I be an enemy unto thy enemies, and af-

flict those that afllict thee.

23 For my angel shall go before thee, and
bring thee in unto the Emorites, and the Hit-

tites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites,

the Hivites, and the Jebusites ; and I will cut

them off".

24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods,

nor serve them, nor do after their deeds ; but

thou shalt uttei'ly overthrow them, and com-
pletely break down their statuary images.

25 And ye shall sei've the Lord your God,

and he will bless thy bread, and thy water;

and I will remove sickness from the midst of

thee.*

26 ][ There shall be no one casting her

children, nor a ban-en woman, in thy laud

;

the number of thy days I will make full.

27 My terror I will send before thee, and

will bring in confusion all the people to which

thou shalt come; and I will make all thy ene-

mies turn their back unto thee.

28 And I will send hornets before thee,

and they shall drive out the Hivite, the Ca-

naanite, and the Hittite, from Ix^fore thee.

29 I will not drive them out from before

thee in one year; lest the land become deso-

' This means that the passover-lamb shall not be slain

on the fourteenth of the first month, till all the leaven

has been previously removed.
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late, and the beast of the field multiply against

thee. .

30 Little by little will I drive them out

from before thee, until thou be increased and

canst possess the land.

31 And I will set thy bounds from the Eed
Sea unto the sea of the Pliilistines, and from

the desert unto the river; for I will deliver

into your hand the inhabitants of the land,

and thou shalt drive them out before thee.

32 Thou shalt not make a covenant with

them, nor with their gods.

33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest

they cause thee to sin against me ; for thou
mightest (be led" to) serve their gods, and this

would surely be a snare unto thee.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 ^ And unto Moses he said. Come up un-

to the Lord, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel;

and ye shall bow yourselves down afar off.

2 And Moses alone shall come near unto

the Lord, but they shall not come nigh; and
the people shall not go up with him.

3 And Moses came and told the people all

the words of the Lord, and all the laws of

justice ;* and all the people answered with

one voice, and said. All the words Avhich the

Lord hath spoken will we do.

4 And Moses wrote down all the woi'ds of

the Lord, and he rose up early in the morn-
ing, and built an altar at the foot of the

mount, and twelve pillars, according to the

twelve tribes of Israel.

5 And he then sent the young men" of the

children of Israel, and they offei'ed burnt-

ofl'erings, and sacrified peace-offerings unto
the Lord, of oxen.

6 And Moses took the half of the blood,

and put it in basins; and (the other) half of

the blood he sprinkled on the altar.

7 And he took the book of the covenant,

* Mendelssohn ; Kashi, however, renders, " that thou

mightest servo their gods, which," &c.
' Those laws according to which judgment is to be

pronounced by the judges. Tlic word D'taaiy^ in this

sense, is rendered in the English version "judgments,"
which is the same used fur D'DiJB', properly "judicial pu-

nishments."
° "The first-born."—Onkelos and Rashi.
' "In the vision of prophecy." (Sec Isaiah vi. 1.)—

Aben Ezra.
* y'^i'1 nnni is correctly given by Arnheira, " that

under his feet," t. e. the footstool, or, there where his
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and read in the hearing of the people ; and
they said. All that the Lord hath spoken will

we do, and obey.

8 And Moses took the blood and sprinkled

it on the people, and said, Behold the blood

of the covenant, which the Lord hath made
with you concerning all these words.

9 Then went up Moses, with Aaron, Nadab,
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel.

10 And they sa-w^ the God of Israel ; and
the place" under his feet was like a paved
work of brilliant sapphire, and like the colour

of heaven in clearness.

11 And against the nobles of the children

of Israel he stretched not forth his hand ; and
they saw (the glory of) God, and did e:it and
drink.'

12 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, come
up to me to the mount, and remain there

:

and I Avill give thee the tables of stone, with
the law, and the commandment which I have
written, to teach them.

13 And Moses rose up, and his servant Jo-

shua ; and Moses went uj) to the mount of God.

14 And unto the elders he said, Tarry ye
for us here, until the time we come again un-

to you; and, behold, Aaron and Chur are

with you, Avhoever may have any cause to be

decided, let him come unto them.

15 And Moses went up to the mount, and
the cloud covered the mount.*

IG And the glory of the Lord abode upon
mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six

days ; and he called unto Moses on the seventh

day out of the midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of the

Lord was like a tlevouring fire on the top of

the mount, before the eyes of the children of

Israel.

18 And Moses went into the midst of the

cloudy and ascended the mount ; and Moses
was on the mount forty days and forty nights.

Ilaphtorah in Jeremiah xxxiv. 8-22 and xxxiii. 25, 26.

feet rested. So also the Septuagint, Ttai ri, i-rto roij ndSa;

avT'ov

' Onkelos paraphrases this verse : "And unto the chiefs

of tlie children of Israel there happened no injury, and

they beheld the glory of God, and they rejoiced in the

favourable reception of their s.icrificcs, as though they ate

and drank." l)ubno, after Kaniban :
" Thej' ate the poaco-

ofTerings before the altar, at the foot of the mount, and

they drank, making the occasion one of joy, and a holi-

day ; for it is a duty to rejoice at the reception of the law

;

see also Deuteronomy xxvii. 7, ' And thou shalt slay

peace-oflferings, and eat them there.'"
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SECTION XIX. TERUMAII, nonn.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that
they may bring me an offering;" from every
man whose heart promjDteth him thereto shall

ye take my offering.

3 And this is the offering which ye shall

take from them : gold, and silver, and copper,

4 And blue, and purple, and scarlet yam,
and linen thread, and goats' hair,

5 And rams' skins died red, and badgers'

skins, and shittim wood,*"

6 Oil for lighting, spices for the anointing

oU, and for the incense of spices,

7 Onyx stones, and stones for setting, for

the ephod, and for the breastplate.

8 And they shall make me a sanctuary

;

and I will dwell among them.

9 According to all that I show thee, the

pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of

all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye
make it.

10 ][ And they shall make an ark of shittim

wood; two cubits and a half shall be its

length, and a cubit and a half its bi'eadth,

and a cubit and a half its height.

11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure
gold, within and without shalt thou overlay

it; and thou shalt make upon it a crown of

gold round about.

12 And thou shalt cast for it four rings of

gold, and put them on the four corners

thereof; namely, two rings shall be on the

one side of it, and two rings on the other side

of it.

13 And thou shalt make staves of shittim

wood, and overlay them vnth gold.

1-4 And thou shalt place the staves into the

rings, ujDon the sides of the ark, that the ark

may be borne with them.

* riDlin, elsewhere given with " heave-oflFering," is ex-

plained by Rashi to mean " something separated from a

mass," and it says here, " they shall set aside for me from
their money a free-will offering."

Some render this word with " acacia wood," viz. that

of the Acacia arabica, which is said to be very durable,

light, but growing dark with age. The word is of Egyp-
tian origin.—After PniLiPPSON.

" The English version, after the Vulgate and Luther,

renders m£)3 with "mercy-seat," no doubt deriving the

15 In the rings of the ark shall the staves
remain; they shall not be removed therefrom.

10 And thou shalt put into the ark the
testimony which I will give unto thee.=^

17 And thou shalt make a cover" of pure
gold ; two cubits and a half shall be its length,
and a cubit and a half its breadth.

18 And thou shalt make two cherubim of
gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them,
on the two ends of the cover.

19 And make one cherub on the one end,
and the other cherub on the other end ; from
the cover itself shall ye make the cherubim
on the two ends thereof

20 And the cherubim shall be spreading
forth their wings on high, overshado-vving the
cover with their wings, with their faces turned
one to the other; toward the cover shall the
faces of the cherubim be directed.

21 And thou shalt put the cover above
upon the ark ; and in the ark shalt thou put
the testimony which I will give unto thee.

22 And I will meet with thee there, and I

will speak with thee from above the cover,

from between the two cherubim which are

upon the ark of the testimony, all the things
which I will command thee unto the children
of Israel.

23 ^ Thou shalt also make a table of shittim

wood; two cubits shall be its length, and a cubit

its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height.

24 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold,

and make thereto a crown of gold round about.

25 And thou shalt make unto it a rim of
a hand's breadth round about; and thou shalt

make a golden crown on its rim round alxiut.

26 And thou shalt make for it four ruigs

of gold, and thou shalt put the rings on the
four, corners that are on its four feet.

27 Close under the rim shall the rings be;

as receptacles for the staves, to bear the table.

28 And thou shalt make the staves of shit-

tim wood, and overlay them Avith gold; and
the table shall be borne with them.

word from 13d " to pardon," thus : " The place whence
pardon is obtained." The Midrash Tanchuma agrees

with this, saying, " Why was it called ri">i3D ? because it

atoned for the sins niDDO of Israel." The Septuagint

and Japheth (the last quoted by Aben Ezra) combine both

ideas, "the cover of atonement," Philippson translates

accordingly with " Siihnplatte." Rashi, however, gives

it simply '1D3 "cover." In the course of this work it is

probable that " mercj'-seat" may be Used—as a para-

phrase, however, not as a literal version of the word.
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29 And thou slialt make its dishes, and its

spoons, and it.^J supporters,* and its purifying

tubes, wherewith (the bread) is to be covered

:

of pure gold shalt thou make them.

30 And thou shalt set upon the table show-

bread before me always.*

31 Tl And thou shalt make a candlestick*

of pure gold : of beaten work shall the candle-

stick be made ; its shaft, and its branches, its

bowls, its knobs, and its flowers, shall be out

of one piece with it.

32 And six branches shall come out of its

sides; three branches of the candlestick out

of the one side, and three branches of the

candlestick out of the other side.

33 Three bowls, almond-shaped, shall be

on one branch, with a knob and a tiower;

and three bowls almond-shaped on the other

branch, with a knob and a flower : so on the

six branches that come out of the candlestick.

3-t And on the candlestick itself shall be

four bowls, almond-shaped, (with) its knobs

and its flowers.

• 35 And there shall be a knob under the

two branches that come out of the same, and a

knob under the two branches that come out of

the same, and a knob under the two branches

that come out of the same; for the six

branches that proceed out of the candlestick.

36 Their knobs and their branches shall be

out of one piece with it ; all of it shall be one

piece of beaten work of pure gold.

37 And thou v«halt make its seven lamps;

and when they shall light its lamps it shall

give light toward the body of it.

38 And its tongs, and its snuiT-dishes shall

be of pure gold.

39 Out of a talent of pure gold shall he°

make it, with all these vessels.

40 And look that thou make them after

their pattern, wliich thou wast shown on the

mount.*

CHAPTER XXVI.

1 ^ The tabernacle also shalt thou make
of ten curtains, of twisted linen thread, and

• <' The supporters" are said to have been four stakes

of gold standing upon the floor, two on each side of the

table; they were grooved so as to receive tlie "purifying

tubes," which were placed between one loaf of the show-

bread and the other, so as to admit of a fresh passage of

air between them ; others reverse the order, and render,

"its tubes and its supporters."
' More correctly, "chandelier."
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blue, and purple, and scarlet }arn, with che-

rubim, of weaver's* work shalt thou make
them.

2 The length of each curtain shall ]x- eight

and twenty cubits, and the breadth of each

curtain four cubits: there shall be one mea-

sure for all the curtains.

3 Five of the curtains shall be coupled

together, one to another; and the other

five curtains shall be coupled, one to an-

other.

4 And thou shalt make loops of blue on

the edge of the one curtain which is on the out-

side in the (one) coupling; and the like shalt

thou make on the edge of the curtain which
is the outmost in the second coupling.

5 Fifty loops shalt thou make on the one

curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make on

the edge of the curtain that is in the second

coupling; the loops shall be fixed opposite

each other.

6 And thou shalt make fifty hooks of gold

;

and thou shalt couple the curtains together

one unto the other -^-ith the hooks, and the

tabernacle shall thus be one piece.

7 And thou shalt make curtains of goats'

hair for a tent over the tabernacle; eleven

curtains shalt thou make the same.

8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty

cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four

cubits: there shall be one measure for the

eleven curtains.

9 And thou shalt couple five of the cur-

tains bv themselves, and six of the curtains

by themselves; and thou shalt double the

sixth curtain toward the front side of the

tabernacle.

10 And thou shalt make fifty loops on the

edge of the one curtain that is the outmost in

the (one) coupling, and fifty loops on the

edge of the curtain of the second coupling.

11 And thou shalt make fifty hooks of cojv

per; and thou shalt put the hooks into the

loops, and couple the tent together, that it

may be one piece.

12 And the part hanging over in the excess

• 1. e. The unknown maker, whoever he may be. This

construction is very common in Hebrew.
'' 3Ern " weaver," is here used in contradistinction to

DDT "the embroiderer." The figures in this instance were

to be woven in, while in the other they were to be wrought

with a needle, as the "embroiderer" does. The weaver is

j

called 3l7n from the fact that "thought" or "art" is re-

quired to produce the figures in the loom ; therefore, per-
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of the curtains of the tent," the half curtain

which is over, shall hang down over the back
part of the tabernacle.

13 And the cubit on the one side, and the

cubit on the other side in the excess in the

length of the curtains of the tent, shall be
hanging down over the sides of the tabernacle

on this side and on that side, to cover it.

14 And thou shalt make a cover for the

tent of rains' skins dyed red, and a cover of

badgers' skins above.*

15 ][ And thou shalt make the boards for

the tabernacle of shittim wood, standing up.

16 Ten cubits shall be the length of each

board, and a cubit and a half shall be the

breadth of each one board.

17 There shall be two tenons for every

board, fitted in, one against the other: the

like shalt thou make for all the boards of the

tabernacle.

18 And thou shalt make the boards for the

tabernacle; twenty boards for the south side,

on the right.

19 And forty sockets of silver shalt thou
make under the twenty boards; two sockets

under the one board for its two tenons, and
two sockets under the other board for its two
tenons.

20 And for the other side of the tabernacle,

for the north side, there shall be twenty
boards

:

21 And their forty sockets of silver; two
sockets under the one board, and two sockets

under the other board.

22 And for the back wall of the tabemor
cle, westward, thou shalt make six boards.

23 And two boards shalt thou make for

the corners of the tabernacle in the back
wall.

24 And they shall be closely fitting to-

gether beneath, and they shall be closely

haps, "artificial weaver;" German, " Kunstweber;" the

simple artisan is called jin.
' That is : what exceeds the length of the former or

tabernacle curtains, they being but ten, while the tent

curtains were eleven, or forty cubits against forty-four,

shall hang trailing down at the back of the tabernacle,

while the other half, or two cubits in breadth, was to

be doubled over and hung down in the front, over the en-

trance curtain of the sacred structure, as a species of

festoon.

^ Meaning : the boards were wrought so as to fit quite

smoothly, one to the other ; and the upper end was cut in

about an inch from each border, through which a ring, or

clamp, was inserted to hold each two together. While
N

joined together on the top by means of one
ring;'' thus shall it be for both of them; for

the two corners sliall they be.

25 And so they shall be eight boards, and
their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets; two
sockets under the one board, and two sockets
under the other board.

20 And thou shalt make bars of shittim

wood; five, for the boards of the one side of
the talxirnacle;

27 And five bars for the boards of the
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for

the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for

the back wall, westward.
28 And the middle bar in the midst of the

boards, passing from the one end to the other
end.

29 And the boards thou shalt overlay with
gold, and their rings thou shalt make of gold,

as receptacles for the bars; and thou shalt

overlay the bars with gold.

30 And thou shalt rear up the tabernacle,

according to the fashion thereof, which thou
hast been sho\\ai on the mount.'-'

31 ^ And thou shalt make a vail of blue,

and purple, and scarlet yarn, and twisted

Imen, of weavers' work shall it be made, with

cherubim.

32 And thou shalt hang" it upon four pillars

of shittim wood overlaid -n-ith gold; their

hooks also shall be of gold ; upon four sockets

of silver.

83 And thou shalt hang up the vail under

the hooks ;** and thou shalt bring in thither

within the vail the ark of the testimony ; and
the vail shall di\dde unto you between the

holy place and the holy of holies.

34 And thou shalt put the cover upon the

ark of the testimony in the holy of holies.

35 And thou shalt set the table without

the vail, and the candlestick over against the

thus the tops of the boards were firmly joined, the bars

next described were either inserted in the rings, on the

outside of the boards, or through their centre, thus ren-

dering the temporary structure one of great firmness.

° Lit. "Thou shalt place." The same is also in v. 33.
'' Above we are told that the curtains, forming what is

called the "tabernacle," should be coupled by means of

golden hooks. This work was thrown over the boards

after they were set up ; and as it rested over the front of

the sanctuary, the hooks of course were at the end of the

twentieth cubit thereof; consequently they divided the

tabernacle proper into two unequal parts : the one of

twenty cubits was the holy place ; the other of ten cubits,

beyond the vail, the holy of holies.
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table on the side of the tabernacle, tOAvard the 11

south; and the table thou shalt put on the
j

north side.
j|

36 And thou shalt make a hanging for the
j

door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and ij

scarlet yarn, and twisted linen ; the work of
|

the embroiderer.
l|

37 And thou shalt make for the hanging
|j

five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them I,

with gold, their hooks also shall be of gold
; |!

and thou shalt cast for them five sockets of 1

copper.'='

CHAPTER XXVII.

1 ^ And thou shalt make the altar of

shittim wood ; five cubits long, and five cubits

broad, a foursquare shall the altar be, and
three cubits shall be its height.

2 And thou shalt make its horns on its
|

four corners, from itself shall its horns be
;

'

and thou shalt overlay it with copper.

3 And thou shalt make its pots to receive

its ashes, and its shovels, and its basms, and
|

its foi'ks, and its fire-pans ; all its vessels thou '

shalt make of copper.

.

4 And thou shalt make for it a grating, of

a network of copper ; and thou shalt make
upon the net four rings of coj^per, on its four

comers.
!

5 And thou shalt put it under the compass"
j

of the altar beneath, and the net shall reach

even to the half of the altar.

6 And thou shalt make staves for the

altar, staves of shittim wood, and overlay

them with copper.

7 And the staves shall be put into the

rings, and the staves shall be upon the two
sides of the altar, when they bear it.*"

i

8 Hollow, of boards, shalt thou make it;

as it was shown to thee on the mount, so

shall they make it.*

9 ][ And thou shalt make the court of the

tabernacle: for the south side, on the right,

the hangings for tiie court, of twisted linen,

shall be a hundred cubits in length, for the

one side.

10 And its pillars shall be twenty, with

their twenty sockets of copper; the hooks of

the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.

11 And likewise for the north side in the

length there shall be hangings one hundred

cubits in length, and its pillars twenty with

their twenty sockets of copper; the hooks of

the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver.

12 And (for) the breadth of the court on

the west side shall be fifty cubits of hangings

;

their pillars shall be ten, and their sockets

ten.

13 And the breadth of the court on the

front side, eastward, shall be fifty cubits.

14 And fifteen cubits of hangings shall be

on the one Aving; their pillars shall Ije three

and their sockets three.

15 And on the other wing shall be fifteen

cubits of hangings; their pillars shall be three,

and their sockets three.

16 And for the gate of the court shall be

a hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and pur-

ple, and scarlet yarn, and twisted linen, the

work of the embroiderer; with four pillars for

the same, and their four sockets.*

17 All the pillars round about the court

shall be filleted with silver; their hooks shall

be of silver, and their sockets of copper.

18 The length of the court shall be one

hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty by fifty,

and the height five cubits, of twisted linen,

and the sockets for the same of copper.

19 All the vessels of the tabernacle in all

the service thereof, and all its pins, and all

the pins of the court, shall be of copper.

Ilaphtorah in 1 Kings v. 26 to vi. 13.

* I. e. A sort of gallery running round the altar, on
irbich the priests stood in offering.

SECTION XX. TETZAVVEH, r\\)ir\.

20 Tl And thou shalt command the chil-

dren of Israel, that they bring thee pure olive

oil, beaten out, for the lighting, to cause a

light to burn always.

21 In the taternacle of the congregation,

without the vail, which is before the testi-

mony, shall Aaron with his sons arrange it

(for) from the evening to the morning, be-

fore the Lord; as a statute for ever unto

their generations, on behalf of the children of

Israel.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 ^ And thou shalt let come near unto

thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with

him, from among the children of Israel, that

he may be a priest unto me; Aaron, Nadab

" This implies, that at other times they shall be taken

out, but from the ark they were never to be moved.
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and Abihu, Elazar and Ithamar, the sons of
Aaron.

2 And thou shalt make holy garments for

Aaron thy brother, for glory and for orna-

ment.

3 And thou shalt speak unto all that are

wisehearted, whom I have filled with the

spirit of wisdom, that they may make gar-

ments for Aaron, to sanctify him, that he
may be a priest unto me.

4 And these are the garments which they
shall make : a breastplate, and an ephod, and
a robe, and a checkered coat, a mitre, and a

girdle; and they shall make holy gannents
for Aaron thy brother, and for his sons, to be

a priest unto me.
5 And they shall take the gold, and the

blue, and purple, and scarlet yarn, and the

linen.

6
Tl"
And they shall make the ephod, of

gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet yarn,*

and twisted linen, of weaver's work.

7 Two shoulder-pieces shall it have joined

at the two edges thereof; by which it shall

be joined together.''

8 And the belt for girding, which is upon
it, shall be of the same make, out of the same
piece with itself; of gold, of blue, and purple,

and scarlet yam, and twisted linen.

9 And thou shalt take two onyx stones,

and engrave on them the names of the chil-

dren of Israel

:

10 Six of their names on the one stone, and
the names of the remaining six on the other

stone, according to the order of their birth.

11 With the work of an engi'aver in stone,

like the engraving of a signet, shalt thou en-

grave the two stones Avith the names of the

children of Israel; fitted in settings of gold

shalt thou make them.

12 And thou shalt put the two stones upon
the shoulder-pieces of the ephod as stones of

memorial unto the children of Israel; and
Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord
upon his two shoulders for a memorial.*

* Where this word is used in the present version, it

means "woollen" j"arn; the term is not employed how-

ever in the Hebrew, which merely has always "blue, pur-

ple, and scarlet."

* Arnheim thinks that this means "to the breastplate,"

which was, as afterward directed, joined to the ephod;

but Rashi understands it to convey that the shoulder-

pieces should be sewed on the ephod, not woven with it

in one piece.

13 ^ And thou shalt make casings of gold

;

14 And two chains of pure gold, with

knots at the ends, of wreathed work shalt

thou make them, and thou shalt fasten the

wreathed chains to the casings.

15 ]f And thou shalt make the breastplate

of judgment, of weaver's work; after the

work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of

gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet yam,
and of twisted linen, shalt thou make it.

16 Four-square shall it be, double; a spaa
in length, and a span in breadth.

17 And thou shalt set in it settings of

stones, even four rows of stones : the first row,

a sardius," a topaz, and an emerald; this shall

be the first row.

18 And the second row, a carbuncle, a

sapphire, and a diamond.

19 And the third row, an opal, a turquoise,

and an amethyst.

20 And the fourth row, a chrysolite, and
an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be fitted

in golden casings when they are set in.

21 And the stones shall be according to

the names of the children of Israel, twelve,

according to their names
;
(engraved) with the

engraving of a signet, every one according to

his name, shall they be for the twelve tribes.

22 And thou shalt make on the breastjjlate

chains with knots at the ends, of wreathed

work, of pui'e gold.

23 And thou shalt make on the breastr

plate two rings of gold, and shalt yint the two
rings on the two ends of the breastplate.

24 And thou shalt put the two Avreathed

chains of gold in the two rings, on the ends

of the breastplate.

25 And the (other) two ends of the two

wreathed chains thou shalt fasten on the two

casings, and put them on the shoulder-pieces

of the ephod on the outside thereof

26 And thou shalt make two rings of gold,

and thou shalt put them on the two ends of

the breastplate on its border, which is on the

opposite side of the ephod, inward.

' "Or ruby." The correct meaning of the names of

the jewels in the breastplate is so uncertain that both

Mendelssohn and Arnheim have left them untranslated.

They are supported in this omission by the great diversity

of opinion prevailing among commentators. The version

given in the present text must therefore be looked upon

as an approximation, developed in a note to Amheim's
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27 And thou shalt make two more rings

of gold, and shalt put them on the two

shoulder-pieces of the ephod underneath, to-

ward its front part, close by its seam, above

the girdle of the ephod.

28 And they shall fasten the breastplate

by its rings unto the rings of the ephod with

a lace of blue, that it may remain on the

girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate

be not loosed from the ephod.

29 And Aaron shall bear the names of the

children of Israel in the breastplate of judg-

ment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto

the holy place, for a memorial before the

Lord continually.

30 And thou shalt put into the breastplate

of judgment the Urim and the Thummim,
and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when
he goeth in before the Lord ; and Aaron shall

bear the judgment of the children of Israel

upon his heart before the Lord continually.*

31 ^ And thou shalt make the robe of the

ephod altogether of blue woollen yarn.

32 And there shall be an opening in the

top of it, in the midst thereof; it shall have

a binding of woven work, round about its

opening, as it is on the opening of an haber-

geon, so shall it be thereon, that it be not

rent.

33 And thou shalt make on its lower hem
pomegranates of blue, and purple, and scarlet

yai-n, round about its lower hem; and bells

of gold betAveen them round about:

34 A golden bell and a pomegranate, a

golden bell and a pomegranate, on the lower

hem of the robe round about.

35 And it shall be upon Aaron when he

ministereth; and his sound shall be heard

when he goeth in unto the holy place before

tlie Lord, and when he cometh out, that he

die not.

36 T[ And thou shalt make a plate of pure

gold, and grave upon it, like the engraving of

a signet, Holy unto the Lord.

37 And thou shalt fiisten it on a blue lace,

and it shall be upon the mitre ; upon the front

of the mitre shall it be.

38 And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead;

and Aaron shall atone for the iniquity of the

holy things, which the children of Israel shall

hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be

upon his forehead always, that they may be

received in favour before the Lord.

39 And thou shalt make the coat of linen
100

checkered, and thou shalt make a mitre of

linen, and a girdle shalt thou make of em-
broiderer's work.

40 And for Aaron's sons shalt thou make
coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles

;

and bonnets thou shalt make for them, for

glory and for ornament.

41 And thou shalt clothe therewith Aaron
thy brother, and his sons with him; and thou

shalt anoint them, and consecrate" them, and
sanctify them, that they may be priests unto

me.

42 And thou shalt make them linen

breeches to cover their nakedness ; from the

loins even unto the thighs shall they reach.

43 And the}^ shall be upon Aaron, and
upon his sons, when they come in unto the

tabernacle of the congregation, or Avhen they

come near imto the altar to minister in the

holy place ; that they bear not iniquity, and
die ; a statute for ever shall it be for him and
for his seed after him.*

CHAPTER XXIX.
1 ^ And this is the thing that thou shalt do

unto them to hallow them, to become priests

unto me: Take one young bullock, and two
rams without blemish,

2 And unleavened bread, and unleavened

cakes, mingled with oil, and unleavened

wafers, anointed Avith oil; of fine wheaten

flour shalt thou make them.

3 And thou shalt put tlijem into one basket,

and bring them near"' in the basket, Avith the

bullock and the two rams.

4 And Aaron and his sons shalt thou bring

near unto the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation, and shalt Avash them Avith

Avater.

5 And thou shalt take the garments, and

clothe Aaron Avith the coat, and the robe of

the ephod, and the ephod, and the breast-

plate, and gird him Avith the girdle of the

ephod

:

G And thou shalt put the mitre upon his

head, and thou shalt fasten the holy croAvn

upon the mitre.

7 Then shalt thou take the anointing oil,

and pour it upon his head, and anoint him.

* Heb. " Fill their hand;" the consecr.ition is to say a

gift, placed in the hand of a man, thus filling it with the

same.
" i. e. Near the altar a.s a sacrifice.
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8 And his sons shalt thou bring near, and
clothe them with coats.

9 And thou shalt gird them with the gir-

dles, Aaron and his sons, and bmd the bonnets

on them ; and the priest's office shall be theirs

for a perpetual statute : and thus shalt thou
conseci'ate Aaron and his sons.

10 And thou shalt cause the bullock to be

bi'ought before the tabernacle of the congre-

gation : and Aaron and his sons shall lay their

hands upon the head of the bullock.

11 And thou shalt kill the bullock before

the Lord, by the door of the tabernacle of

the congregation.

12 And thou shalt take of the blood of the

bullock, and put it upon the horns of the

altar with thy finger, and all the remaining*

blood shalt thou pour out beside the bottom
of the altar.

13 And thou shalt take all the fat that

covereth the inwards, and the midriff above

the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat

that is upon them, and burn them upon the

altar.

14 But the flesh of the bullock, and his

skin, and his dung, shalt thou bum with fire,

without the camp : it is a sin-ofiering.

15 And the one ram shalt thou take; and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands upon
the head of the ram.

16 And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou

shalt take his blood, and sprinkle it upon the

altar round about.

17 And the I'am shalt thou cut in pieces,

and wash his inwards, and his legs, and put

them with his pieces, and with his head.

18 And thou shalt burn the whole ram
upon the altar, it is a burnt-oifering unto the

Lord; it is a sweet «avour, an offering made
by fire unto the Lord.*

19 And thou shalt take the other ram;
ajid Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands
upon the head of the ram.

20 Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take

of his blood, and put it upon the tip*" of

Aaron's right ear, and upon the tip of the

right ear of his sons, and upon the thumb of

their right hand, and upon the great toe of

* The literal rendering would be " all the blood," the

word " remaining" is supplied by Rashi, and is required

by the context, as likewise in other parallel passages.

^ More correctly, the central prominent portion of the

car, the anti-helix.

their right foot, and sprinkle the blood upon
the altar round about.

21 And thou shalt take of the blood that

is upon the altar, and of the anointing oil,

and sprinkle them upon Aaron, and upon his

gamicnts, and upon his sons, and upon the

garments of his sons with him : and he shall

be hallowed, together with his garments, and
his sons, and the garments of his sons with
him.

22 And thou shalt take from the ram the
fat and the rump, and the fat that covereth
the inwards, and the midrifi" above the liver,

and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon
them, and the right shoulder; lor it is a ram
of consecration

;

23 And one loaf of bread, and one cake of

the oiled bread, and one wafer, out of the

basket of the unleavened bread that is before

the Lord.

24 And thou shalt put all this upon the

hands of Aaron, and upon the hands of his

sons; and thou shalt make with them a

waving before the Lord.

25 And thou shalt then take them from
their hands, and burn them upon the altar

upon the burnt^ofiering ; for a sweet savour

before the Lord, it is an ofiering made by fire

unto the Lord.

26 And thou shalt take the breast of the

ram of the consecration that belongeth to

Aaron, and make therewith a waving" before

the Lord; and it shall belong to thee as thy
portion.

27 And thou shalt sanctify the breast which
hath been waved, and the shoulder which
hath been lifted up, which was waved, and
which was heaved up, of the ram of the con-

secration, of that which belongeth to Aaron,

and of that which belongeth to his sons :

28 That they shall belong to Aaron and to

his sons, as a statute forever, from the chil-

dren of Israel ; for it is a heave-oifering ; and a

heave-offering it shall remain from the chil-

dren of Israel, from the sacrifices of their peacc-

oflferings, as their heave-offering unto the Lord.

29 And the holy garments belonging to

Aaron shall be for his sons after him, to

" The owner of the sacrifice placed the pieces on his

hands, and the priest put his under the other's, and they

together waved the sacrifice to the four comers of heaven,

lifted and lowered it ; this is the " waving and lifting up"
spoken of in the text.
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anoint them therein, and to consecrate them
therein.

30 Seven days shall that one of his sons

put them on who is to be priest in his place,

who is to go into the tabernacle of the con-

gregation to minister in the sanctuary.

31 And the ram of the consecration shalt

thou take, and seethe his flesh in a holy place.

32 And Aaron with his sons shall eat the

flesh of the ram, and the bread that is in the

basket, by the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation.

33 And they shall eat those things where-

with the atonement was made, to consecrate

them and to sanctify them; but a stranger

shall not eat thereof, because they are holy.

34 And if aught of the flesh of the conse-

cration sacrifice, or of the bread, remain unto

the mornmg, tlien shalt thou bum the re-

mainder with fire ; it shall not be eaten, be-

cause it is holy.

35 And thou shalt do unto Aaron, and to

his sons thus, all as I have commanded thee;

seven days shalt thou consecrate them.

36 And a bullock shalt thou offer every

day for a sin-offering as an atonement:" and
thou shalt cleanse the altai-, in as much as

thou makest an atonement upon it ; and thou

shalt anoint it, to sanctify it.

37 Seven days shalt thou make an atone-

ment upon the altar and sanctify it ; and the

altar shall be most holy; whatsoever'' toucheth

the altar shall be holy.'"'

38 T[ And this is what thou shalt offer upon

the altar : Two lambs of the first year for

every day, continually.

39 The one lamb shalt thou offer in the

morning ; and the other lamb shalt thou offer

toward evening.

40 And a tenth part of fine flour mingled

with the fourtli part of a hin of beaten oil,

and the fourth part of a hin of wine for a

drink-offering, shall be for the one lamb.

41 And the other lamb shalt thou offer to-

ward evening; according to the meat-offering

of the mormng, and according to its drink-

offering shalt thou do unto it, for a sweet

savour, an offering made by fire unto the Lord.

• After Rashi. But Aben Ezra renders, " in addition

to the atonement," referring to the two rams mentioned

above.
' Aben Ezra quotes an opinion, which is partly that of

Onkelos, that this should be rendered, " whoever toucheth
102

42 A continual bunit-offering throughout

your generations (shall this be) at the door

of the tabernacle of the congregation before

the Lord; where I will meet with you, to

speak unto thee there.

43 And I will meet there with the children

of Israel, and it shall be sanctified bymy glory.

44 And I Avill sanctify the tabernacle of

the congregation, and the altar: and both

Aaron and his sons wall I sanctify, that they

may be priests unto me.

45 And I will dwell among the children of

Israel, and I will be to them for a God.

46 And they shall know that I am the

Eternal, their God, Avho brought them forth

out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell

among them; I am the Lord their God.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 ^ And thou shalt make an altar to burn in-

cense upon,ofshittim wood shalt thou make it.

2 A cubit shall be its length, and a cubit

its breadth ; foursquare shall it be, and two
cubits shall be its height ; from itself shall its

horns be.

3 And thou shalt overlay it A\'ith pure gold,

its top, and, its sides round about, and its

horns ; and thou shalt make unto it a crown
of gold round about.

4 And two rings of gold shalt thou make
for it Ijcneath its crown, on its two comers
shalt thou make them, upon both its sides;

and they shall be as i-eceptacles for the staves

to bear it by means of them.

5 And thou shalt make the staves of shit-

tim wood, and overlay them with gold.

6 And thou shalt put it before the vail

that is before the ark of the testimony, before

the mercy-seat that is over the testimony,

where I will meet with thee.

7 And Aaron shall burn thereon incen.se

of spices; every morning when he dresseth

the lamps, shall he burn it.'='

8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps to-

ward evening, shall he burn it; a perpetual

incense before the Lord, throughout your

generations.

9 Ye shall not offer thereon any strange"

the altar must be holy," excluding those who are unclean

from touching thereon. Arnheim translates in the same

manner.
° I. c. Any other incense than that commanded here-

after, V. 34. (See also Levit. x. 1.)
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incense, or burnt-sacrifice, or meat-offering;

and a drink-offering shall ye not pour thereon.

10 And Aaron shall make an atonement
upon its horns once in a year ; with the blood

of the sin-offering of the day of atonement,"

once in the year, shall he make atonement
upon it, throughout your generations; it is

most holy unto the Lord.

Haphtorah in Ezekiel xliii. 10 to 27.

SECTION XXI. KI TISSAH, NttTI O.

11 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

12 When thou takest the sum of the chil-

dren of Israel of those Avho are to be num-
bered of them, then shall they give every

man a ransom for his soul unto the Lord,

when they number them; that thei-e be no
plague among them, when they numl^er them.

13 This they shall give, every one that

passeth among those that are numbered, half

a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary

;

twenty gerahs to the shekel ; the half of the

shekel shall be the tribute to the Lord.

14 Every one that passeth among those

that are numbered, from twenty years old

and above, shall give the tribute unto the

Lord.

15 The rich shall not give more, and the

poor shall not give less than the half of a

shekel, as a tribute unto the Lord, to make
an atonement for your souls.

16 And thou shalt take the money of the

atonement from the children of Israel, and

shalt employ it for the service of the taber-

nacle of the congregation; and it shall be

unto the children of Israel as a memorial be-

fore the Lord, to make an atonement for your

souls.

17 ^ And the Lord spoke mito Moses,

saying,

18 Thou shalt also make a laver of copper,

with its foot of copper, to wash withal : and

thou shalt set it between the tabernacle of

the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt

put therein water.

19 And Aaron and his sons shall wash out

of it their hands and their feet.

* See Leviticus xvi. 18, where it is ordained that on the

Day of Atonement the blood of a steer and a goat should

be sprinkled on this altar; at other times nothing but in-

cense was burnt on it.

20 When they go into the tabernacle of
the congregation, they shall wash themselves
with water, that they die not ; or when they
come near to the altar to minister, to burn an
offering made by fire unto the Lord.

21 And they shall wash their hands and
their feet, that they die not; and it shall be
to them a statute for ever, even to him and
to his seed throughout their generations.

22 *\\ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,
saying,

23 And thou, take unto thyself principal

spices; of pure myrrh five hundred shekels,

and of sweet cinnamon, its half' shall be two
hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet cala-

mus two hundred and fifty shekels,

24 And of cassia five hundred shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of olive-

oil one hin.

25 And thou shalt make of it an oil of

holy anointing, a mixture, compounded after

the art of the apothecary: an oil of hoi}"

anointing shall it be.

20 And thou shalt anoint therewith the

tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark of

the testimony,

27 And the table and all its vessels, and
the candlestick and its vessels, and the altar

of incense,

28 And the altar of burnt-offering with all

its vessels, and the laver and its foot.

29 And thou shalt sanctify them, and they
shall be most holy; whatsoever toucheth them
shall be holy.

30 And Aaron and his sons shalt thou

anoint, and consecrate them to be priests

unto me.
31 And unto the children of Israel shalt

thou speak, saving. An oil of holy anointing

shall this be unto me throughout your gene-

rations.

32 Upon the flesh of man shall it not be

poured, and after its proportion shall ye not

make any thing like it; it is holy, and holy

shall it be unto you.

33 Whosoever compoimdeth the like of it,

or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stran-

ger, shall be cut off from his people.

34 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Take

• "The half of what is brought of it shall be two hun-

dred shekels, which gives the weight of the whole equal

to that of the myrrh."

—

Talmud Keritotu.
108
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unto thee spices, balm, and onycha, and gal-

banum, spices, with pure frankincense: of

each shall there be an equal" weight.

35 And thou shalt make it an incense, a

mixture after the art of the apothecary, well

mingled'' together, pure and holy.

36 And thou shalt pound some of it fine,

and offer of it before the testimony in the taljer-

nacle of the congregation, whei'e I will meet
with thee ; most holy shall it be unto you.

37 And as for the incense which thou shalt

make, according to its proportion, shall ye

not make any unto j'ourselves : holy shall it

be unto thee for the Lord.

38 Whosoever shall make the like of it, to

smell thereon, shall be cut off from his people.

CHAPTER XXXI.
1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 See, I have called by name Bezalel the

son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of

Judah:
3 And I have filled him with the spirit of

God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in

knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
ship,

4 To devise works of art, to work in gold,

and in silver, and in cojijper,

5 And in the cutting of stones, to set them,

and in the car^'ing of wood, to work in all

manner of workmanship.
6 And behold, I have also given with him

Aholial), the son of Achissamach, of the tribe

of Dan, and in the heart of all that are wise-

hearted have I put wisdom ; and they shall

make all that I have commanded thee;

7 The tabernacle of the congregation, and
the ark of the testimony, and the cover that

is thereupon, and all the vessels of the taber-

nacle
;

* After Onkelos and Talmud ; but Aben Ezra translates,

"Each shall be prepared separately."
^ Aben Ezra considered nSoD as derived from nSo

"salt," thus, "salted," that is, "bestrewed with salt of

Sodom, or nitre." Rosenmiiller, as quoted by Arnheim,
considers this kind of salt referred to under the words
"pure, lioly," in contradistinction to coni7uon salt. The
use of salt of Sodom with the incense is traditional.

° " Although I have ordered thee to charge them con-

cerning the building of the tabernacle, the Sabbath must
not be undervalued in thy eyes ; for though you are busily

engaged in the labour of building, the Sabbath must on
no ateount be violated to do the least of this work."

—

Rasiii.
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8 And the table and its vessels, and the

pure candlestick with all its vessels, and the
altar of incense

;

9 And the altar of burnt-offering Avith all

its vessels, and the laver and its foot

;

10 And the cloths of service, and the holy

garments for Aaron the priest, and the gar-

ments of his sons, to minister therein;

11 And the anointing oil, and the incense

of spices for the holy place: all as I have
commanded thee shall they do.

12 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses as

foUoweth,

13 And thou shalt speak unto the children

of Israel, saying, Above all," my sabbaths

shall ye keep; for a sign it is between me
and you throughout your generations; that

ye may know that I am the Lord who doth
sanctify you.

14 And ye shall keep the sabbath, for it is

holy unto you; every one that defileth it

shall surely be put to death; for whosoever
doeth any work thereon, that soul shall be

cut off from among his people.

15 Six days may work be done; but on
the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the

Lord : whosoever doeth any work on the sab-

bath-day, shall surely be put to death.

16 And the children of Israel shall keep
the sabbath, to observe the sabbath through-

out their generations, for a perpetual cove-

nant.

17 Between me and the children of Israel

it shall be a sign for ever; for in six days

the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and
on the seventh day he rested, and was re-

freshed.''*

18 ^ And he gave luito Moses, when he
had finished speaking with him upon mount
Sinai, the two tables of the testimony, tables

of stone, inscribed with the finger of God.

* This, like many other expressions in Scripture, must
be taken merely as expressing divine acts by human
words. Mendelssohn renders freely "and attained his

aim," but this is scarcely the sense of the word csj'i.

Philippson renders curiously, "and was by himself," i. c.

"happy in his own contemplation," rendering the word
literally as derived from nrphesh, "soul." Perhaps Men-
delssohn translated it freely as he did from the same view

of the subject. But even the word "rested" is as little

applicable as "refreshed," since the Creator has neither

labour nor fatigue; but it is all figurative. Arnheim
gives "3 in this verse with "that," and not "for," mean-

ing that the Sabbath is the token that we believe that

God created all in specific time.
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CHAPTER XXXII.

1 And wlien the people saw that Moses
delayed to come down from the mount, the

people assembled themselves together around
Aaron, and they said unto him, Up, make us

gods, that shall go Ijefore us ; for of this man
Moses, who hath brought us up out of the

land of Egypt, we know not what is become
of him.

2 And Aaron said unto them. Take out

the golden ear-rings, which are in the ears of

your wives, of your sons, and of your daugh-

ters, and bring them unto me.

3 And all the people took out the golden

ear-rings which were in their ears, and brought

them unto Aaron.

4 And he took them from their hand, and
fashioned it in a mould, and he made of it a

molten calf; and they said. These are thy

gods, Israel, that have brought thee up out

of tlie land of Egypt.

5 And when Aaron saw this, he built an

altar before it; and Aaron called out, and
said, A feast unto the Lord is to-morrow.

6 And they rose up early on the morrow,
and offered burnt^offermgs, and brought near

peace-offerings;" and the people sat down to

eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

7 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, Go,

get thee down; for thy people, which thou

hast brought up out of the land of Egypt,

hath become corrupt:

8 They have turned aside quickly from the

way which I have commanded them; they

have made themselves a molten calf; and

they have bowed themselves to it, and have

sacrificed unto it, and have said. These are

thy gods, Israel, that have brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt.

9 And the Lord said unto Moses, I have

seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiiF-

necked people.

10 And now let me alone, and my wrath
shall wax hot against them, and I will make

* In the preceding verse, Aaron is represented as tolling

the people that on the morrow there should be a festival

unto the Lord, no doubt expecting the return of Moses,

which would occasion a renewed fidelity to their great

Deliverer. But early the next morning, the frantic

people assembled round the statue of their idol, shout-

ed, sacrificed, played, rioted, sang, in the manner of

the heathen, forgetful of the events which their own
eyes had seen. Aaron, however, must not be supposed

an end of them ; and I will make of thee a
great nation.

11 Thereupon Moses besought the Lord
his God, and said, Wh}', Lord, shall thy
wrath wax hot against thy people, that thou
hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt,
with great power and with a mighty hand?

12 Wherefore should the Egyptians say
thus. For mischief did he bring them out, to
slay them in the mountains, and to destroy
them from the face of the earth? Turn from
thy fierce wrath, and repent thee of the evil

decreed against thy people.

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,

thy servants, to whom thou didst swear by
thy own self, and speak unto them, I wiil

multiply your seed as the stars of heaven;
and all this land that I have spoken of will I

give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it

for ever.

14 And the Lord bethought himself of the

evil which he had spoken to do unto his

people.

15 ^ And Moses turned about, and went
down from the mount with the two tables of

the testimony in his hand; tables inscribed

on both their sides; on the one side and on
the other were they inscribed.

16 And the tables Avere the work of God,
and the writing was the writing of God, en-

graved upon the tables.

1 7 And Joshua heard the noise of the peo-

ple in its shouting, and he said unto Moses.
There is a noise of war in the camj).

18 And he said. It is not the voice of a
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of a
cry for defeat; the noLse of singing do I hear.

19 And it came to pass, when he came
nigh unto the camp, and he saw the calf, and
the dancing : that the anger of Moses waxed
hot, and he cast from his hands the tables,

and broke them at the foot of the mount.
20 And he took the calf which they had

made, and burnt'' it in fire, and ground it

to a powder, and he strewed it upon the

as having farther participated in the sin than making
the calf.

^ Arnheim adds " partly," and supposes that the body
of the calf was a frame-work of wood, and the gold merely

a covering for it. Philippson, however, after Michlol
Yoi'HI, thinks that Moses melted the calf first, then re-

duced it by beating and rolling to plates of the utmost

possible thinness, which he then mixed with water, as

described in the text.
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water, and made the children of Isi-coel drink

of it.

21 And Moses said unto Aaron, "What hath

this people done unto thee, that thou hast

brought upon it so great a sin ?

" 22 And Aaron said, Let not the anger of

my lord wax hot : thou knowest the people,

that it is bent on mischief.

23 And they said unto me. Make us gods

that shall go before us; for of this man Moses,

who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,

we know not Avhat hath become of him.

24 And I said unto them. Who hath any
gold ? They took it off themselves and gave
it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and there

came out this calf

25 And Moses saw the people that it had
become unruly ; for Aaron had made it unruly
for a disgrace among their opponents.

26 Moses then placed himself in the gate

of the camp, and said. Whoever is on the

Lord's side, let him come unto me ! and there

assembled themselves unto him all" the sons

of Levi.

27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the

Eternal, the God of Israel, Put ye, every man
his sword by his side, and go ye hither and
thither, from gate to gate in the camp, and
slay ye eveiy man his brother, and every
man his companion, and every man his relar

tive.

28 And the children of Levi did according

to the word of Moses: and there fell of the

people on that day about three thousand men.
29 And Moses said, Consecrate yourselves

to-day to the Lord, yea even every man on
his son, and on his bi'other; and to bestow
upon you this day a blessing.

30 And it came to pass on the morrow,
that Moses said unto the people. Ye have sin-

ned a great sin : and now I will go up unto
the Lord; peradventure I may obtain an
atonement for your sin.

31 And Moses i-eturned unto the Lord,

* Arnheim wishes to understand under "all" not the

whole, but the far greater majority, so as to reconcile it

with verse 29, which Ilashi expounds as referring to step-

brothers and sons, belonging to other tribes.
" Elliptical ; meaning, " If thou forgivest, it is well

;

but if not," &c. This passage proves that no one can be
permitted to assume the guilt of another.

" This verse, crjually with the passage commencing
with verse 12, is exceedingly difficult of interpretation ; it

is therefore intended to give merely an idea of the mean-
IOC

and said, Oh, this people hath sinned a great

sin, and they have made themselves gods of

gold. .

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their

sin— ;^ but if not, blot me out, I pray thee,

from thy book which thou hast written.

33 And the Lord said unto Moses, Whoso-
ever hath sinned against me, liim will I blot

out from m}^ book.

34 And now go, lead the people unto the

place of Avhich I have spoken unto thee ; be-

hold, my angel shall go before thee; but on
the day when I visit I will visit their sin

ujjon them.

35 And the Lord sent a plague among the

people, because that they had made the calf

which Aaron made.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart,

go up from here, thou and the people that

thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt,

unto the land which I swore unto Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying. Unto thy seed

will I give it;

—

2 And I will send before thee an angel;

and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Emor-
ite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the

Hivite, and the Jebusite ;

—

3 Unto a land flowing with milk and ho-

ney ; for I will not go up in the midst of thee,

because thou art a stiffnecked people; lest I

consume thee on the way.
4 And when the people heard these evil

tidings, they mourned; and no man did put

his ornaments on him.

5 For the Lord had said unto Moses, Say
unto the children of Israel, Ye are a still-

necked people ; should I go" up one moment,
in the midst of thee, I would consume thee

;

now therefore put off thy ornaments from

thee, and I sliall know what I will do unto

thee.

6 The children of Israel then stripped

ing in this note. God had said that his own visible glory

should not go with the people on their journey, an angel,

a messenger, was all they could expect; as his own pre-

sence would consume them, sliould they sin again, they

being stiffnecked, or disobedient. Their ornaments should

be laid aside as an evidence that they were under the dis-

pleasure of Heaven ; this humiliation, however, should not

save them from farther punishment ; for God would know
how to make them feel in future the weight of their sin.

(See above, xxxii. 34.)
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themselves of their ornaments (they wore)

from (the time they were at) Mount Horeb.

7 And Moses took the tent, and pitched it

without the camp, afar off from the camp, and

called it, Tabernacle of the congregation ; and

it came to pass, that every one who sought

(instruction of) the Lord Avent out unto the

tabernacle of the congregation, which was

without the camp.

8 And it came to pass, that when Moses

went out unto the tent, all the people would

rise up, and stand every man at the door of

his tent, and look after Moses, until he was

gone into the tent.

9 And it came to pass, that as Moses

entered into the tent, the pillar of cloud de-

scended, and -stood at the door of the tent,

and spoke with Moses.

10 And when all the people saw the pillar

of cloud stand at the door of the tent :
then

all the people rose up and prostrated them-

selves, every man at the door of his tent.

11 And the Lord spoke unto Moses face to

face, as a man speaketh unto his friend; and

then he returned into the camp ; but his ser-

vant, Joshua the son of Nun, a young man,

departed not out of the tent.

12 If And Moses said unto the Lord, See,

thou sayest unto me. Bring up this people

;

but thou hast not let me know whom thou

wilt send with me : and yet thou hast said, I

have chosen thee by name, and thou hast also

found grace in my eyes.

13 Now, therefore, I pray thee, if I have

found grace in thy eyes, do make me know

thy way, that I may know thee, in order that

I may "find grace in thy eyes ; and consider

that "this nation is thy people.

14 And he said, My presence shall go in

advance, and I will give thee rest.

15 And he said unto him. If thy presence

go not (with us.) carry us not up from here.

16 For wherem shall it be known in any

wise that I have found grace in thy eyes, I

with thy people ? is it not in that thou goest

with us'? so shall we be distinguished, I and

thy people, from all the people that are upon

the face of the earth.*

17 II And the Lord said unto Moses, Also

this thing that thou hast spoken will I do

;

for thou hast found grace in my eyes, and I

have chosen thee by name.

18 And he said, Let me see, I beseech

thee, thy glory.

19 And he said, I will cause all my good-

ness to pass before thy fiice, and I will pro-

claim," by name, the Loud tefore thee ; and I

will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,

and I will show mercy to whom I will show

mercy.
20 And he said, Thou canst not see my

face ; for no man can .see me, and live.

21 And the Lord said, Behold, there is a

place by me, and thou shalt stand upon the

rock:

22 And it shall come to pass, while my
glory passeth by, that I will put thee in the

cleft of the rock, and I will cover thee with

my hand, until I have passed by.

23 And then I will take away my hand,

and thou shalt see my back parts; but my
face shall not be seeu.'='

CHAPTER XXXIV.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew
thyself two tallies of stone like unto the first;

and I will write upon these tables the words

which were on the first tables, which thou

didst break.

2 And be ready by the mommg, and come

up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and

present thyself there to me on the top of the

mount.
3 And no man shall come up with thee,

neither let any man be seen throughout all

the mount; neither let the flocks or herds

feed near this mount.

1 4 And he hewed two tables of stone like

unto the first, and Moses rose up early in the

I

morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as

the Lord had commanded him ; and he took

m his hand the two tables of stone.

5 And the Lord descended in the cloud,

and stood with hun there, and proclaimed, by-

name, the Lord.

6 And the Lord passed by before him, and

proclaimed. The Lord is the immutable, eter-

nal Being, the omnipotent God, merciful and

gracious, long-suffering and abundant in benefi-

cence and truth;

' Arnheim renders :
" And I will proclaim before thee

;

mercy ;" and he explains the verse: "This is the nature

the name Eternatand how I am gracious to whom I am : of this Divine Name, and this is also my way, for the know-

gracious, and how I have mercy on him to whom I show 1,
ledge of which thou hast prayed.

^^^
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7 Keeping mercy unto the thousandth (ge-

nei'ation,) forgiving iniquity and transgression

and sin, but who will by no means clear the

guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers

upon the children, and upon the children's

children, unto the third and to the fourth

generation.

8 And Moses made haste, and bowed his

head toward the earth, and prostrated himself

9 And he said, If now I have found grace

in thy eyes, Lord, let the Lord, I pray thee,

go among us ; even because* it is a stiifnecked

people ; and pai'don thou our iniquity and our

sin, and take us for thy heritage.*

10 And he said, Behold, I make a cove-

nant: before all thy people will I perform

wonders, such as have not been done on all

the earth, nor in any nation; and all the peo-

ple amongst Avhom thou art shall see the

work of the Lord; for it is a terrible thing

that I will do with thee.

11 Observe thou that which I command
thee this day ; behold, I will drive out before

thee the Emorite, and the Canaauite, and the

Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and
the Jebusite.

12 Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a

covenant with the inhabitants of the land

against which thou goest up, lest it be for a

snare in the midst of thee

;

13 But their altars shall ye destroy, and
their statues shall ye break, and their groves

shall ye cut down.
14 For thou shalt worship no other god;

for the Lord whose name is Watchful, is a

watchful God.

15 Make thou then no covenant with the

inhabitants of the land ; lest that, if they go

astray after their gods, and sacrifice unto their

gods, any one call thee, and thou eat of his

sacrifice

;

IG And lest thou take of his daughters

unto thy sons ; and when his daughters go

astray after their gods, they make thy sons

also go astray after their gods.

17 Thou shalt not make unto thyself any
molten gods.

18 The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou

* After Arnheim, who comments : Moses prayed that

God himself should go before them, not send an angel,

who would inexorably punish, (xsiii. 21,) for he had no

power to pardon. But the glory of God guiding them,

they would bo under his immediate providence, and he,
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keep ; seven day.s shalt thou eat unleavened
bread, as I have commanded thee, in the time
of the month of Abib ; for in the month of

Abib thou wentest forth out of Egypt.
19 All that openeth the womb is mine;

and every firstling that is a male among thy
cattle, whether ox or lamb.

20 But the firstling of an ass shalt thou re-

deem with a lamb; and if. thou redeem him
not, then shalt thou break his neck ; all the

first-bom of thy sons shalt thou redeem ; and
none shall appear before me empty.

21 Six days thou mayest work, but on the

seventh day shalt thou rest : even in plough-

ing time and in harvest shalt thou rest.

22 And the feast of weeks shalt thou ob-

serve, with the first-fruits of the wheat har-

vest ; and the feast of ingathering at the clos-

ing of the year.

23 Thrice in the year shall all thy males
appear before the Lord, the Eternal, the God
of Israel.

24 For I will cast out nations before thee,

and enlarge thy borders
;
yet shall no man

desire thy land, when thou goest up to appear

in the presence of the Lord thy God thrice in

the year.

25 Thou shalt not ofier the blood of my
sacrifice with leaven; neither shall be left

unto the morning the sacrifice of the feast of

the passover.

26 The fii'st of the first-fruits of thy land

shalt thou bring unto the house of the Lord
thy God ; thou shalt not seethe a kid in his

mother's milk.*

27 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Write

thee down these words ; for after the tenor of

these words have I made with thee a covenant

and with Israel.

28 And he remained there with the Lord
forty days and forty nights; bread he did not

eat, and water he did not drink ; and he

wrote upon the tables the words of the cove-

nant, the ten commandments.
29 And it came to pass, when Moses came

down from mount Sinai, with the two tables

of the testimony in Moses' hand, when he

came down from the mount, that Moses knew

the Merciful, would thus forgive, according to his good-

ness and loving grace toward sinners. Rashi, however,

renders '3 like dn thus : " If it be a stiffnecked people,

do thou pardon." The sense in cither case is still the

same.
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not that the skin of his face shone," because [I

he had spoken with him. ij

30 And Aaron and all the children of
|!

Israel saw Moses, and, behold, the skin of
||

his face shone : and they were afraid*" to come
nigh unto him.

31 But Moses called unto them, and then

returned unto him Aaron and all the prmces
of the congregation: and Moses spoke to

them.
32 And afterward all the children of Israel

came nigh : and he commanded them all that

which the Lord had spoken with him on

'

mount Sinai.* i

33 And when Moses had done speaking jl

with them, he put a vail over his face.
!j

34 But when Moses Avent in before the
[;

Lord to speak with him, he took the vail oiF, i

until he came out; and then he came out, i;

and spoke unto the childi'en of Israel that

which he had been commanded.
35 And the children of Israel saw the face

of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone :

and Moses put the vail again over his face,

until he went in to speak with him.

H;iDhtorah i. Kino's xviii. 1-39 : some commence at verse 20.

SECTION XXII. VAYAKHEL, hnp'X

CHAPTER XXXV
1 T[ And Moses gathered together all the

congregation of the children of Israel, and
said unto them, These are the things which
the Lord hath commanded, that ye should do
them.

2 Six days shall work be done, but on the

seventh day there shall be to you a holy day,

a sabbath of rest to the Lord: whosoever
doeth woi'k thereon shall be put to death.

3 Ye shall not kindle any fire throughout
your habitations upon the sabbath day.

4 ^ And Moses said unto all the congrega-

tion of the children of Israel, as followeth.

This is the thing which the Lord hath com-
manded, saying,

5 Take ye from among you an offering

' Properly, " sent forth rays;" the skin being luminous,
and beaming.

^ " Come and see how great is the power of sin. Before
they had stretched forth their hand to sin, what does the

Bible say ? ' And the glory of the Lord was like a de-

vouring fire on the top of the mount, before the eyes of

the children of Israel;' and they neither feared nor trem-

unto the Lord; whosoever is of a willing

heart, let him bring it, an offering of the

Lord : gold, and silver, and copper,

6 And blue, and purple, and scarlet yam,
and linen thread, and goat.s' hair,

7 And rams' skins dyed red, and badgers'

skins, and sliittim wood,
8 And oil for the lighting, and spices, for

the anointing oil, and for the incen.se of spices,

9 And onyx stones, and stones for setting,

for the ephod, and for the breastplate.

10 And all the wise-hearted among you
shall come, and make all that which the
Lord hath commanded

;

11 The tabernacle, its tent, and its cover-

ing, its hooks, and its boards, its bars, its pil-

lars, and its sockets,

12 The ark, and its staves, with the mercy-
seat, and the vail of the separation,

13 The table, and its staves, and all its

vessels, and the show-bread,

14 And the candlestick for the lighting, and
its vessel, and its lamps, \\dth the oil for the

lighting,

15 And the altar of incense, and its staves,

and the anointing oil, and the incense of

spices, and the hanging for the door at the

entrance of the tabernacle,

16 The altar of burnl>offering, with its

grating of copper, its staves, and all its vessels,

the laver and its foot,

17 The hangings of the court, its pillai-s,

and its sockets, and the hanging for the door

of the court,

18 The pins of the tabernacle, and the pins

of the court, and their cords,

19 The cloths" of service, to do service

therewith in the holy place, the holy gar-

ments for Aaron the priest, and the garments
of his .sons, to minister in as pi'iests.

20 And all the congregation of the chil-

dren of Israel departed from the presence of

Moses.'''

21 And they came, ever^' man whose heart

stirred him up ; and ever}' one Avhom his

spirit made willing, brought the Lord's

offering for the work of the tabernacle of the

bled ; but now, since they had made the calf, even before

the rays of glory of Moses they feared and trembled."

—

Rashi.
' The cloths of service were not the priestly garments,

but those used for the covering of the sacred vessels when
the Israelites were on their journey, as is commanded in

the fourth chapter of Numbers. (See Kashi.)
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congregation, and for all its sersnce, and for

the holy garments.

22 And they came, the men with the wo-

men; whoever was willing-hearted, brought

bracelets," and ear-rings, and finger-rings, and

tablets, all kinds of ornaments of gold, and

every man that offered an offering of gold

unto the Lord.

23 And every man, with whom was found

blue, and purple, and scarlet yarn, and linen

thread, and goats' hair, and rams' skins dyed

red, and badgers' skins, brought them.

24 Every one that did offer an offering of

silver and copper brought it as the Lord's

offering ; and every one mth Avhom was found

shittim wood for any work of the service,

brought it.

25 And all the women that were wise-

hearted spun with their hands, and they

brought that which they had spun, of the blue,

and of the purple, and of the scarlet yam,
and of the linen thread.

26 And all the women whose hearts stirred

them up in wisdom spun the goats' hair.

27 And the princes brought the onyx
stones, and the stones for setting, for the

ephod, and for the breastplate;

28 And the spice and the oil, for lighting,

and for the anointing oil, and for the incense

of spices.

29 Every man and woman, whose heart

made them willing to bring for all manner of

work, whicli the Lord had commanded to be

made, by the hand of Moses, even that brought

the children of Israel as a free-will offering

unto the I^pRD.*

30 T[ And Moses said unto the children of

Israel, See, the Lord hath called by name
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the

tribe of Judah

;

31 And he hath filled him with the spirit

of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in

knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
ship;

32 And to devise'' works of art, to work in

gold, and in silver, and in copper,

* Mendelssohn renders, "Ear-rings, and nose-rings,

and finger-rings, and bracelets." These words, however,

are of somewhat doubtful signification, like many other

technical terms of but rare occurrence in Scripture.

^ " To devise in his heart works of art, the like of which

had never been seen; and as there are artificers in gold

who cannot work in silver, and workers in stone who can-

not work in wood, it is said of Bezalel that he was perfect
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33 And in the cutting of stones, to set

them, and in the carving of wood, to make
any manner of work of art.

34 And to teach hath he put in his heart,

both to him, and to Aholiab, tlie son of Achis-

samach, of the tribe of Dan.
35 He hath filled them with wisdom of

heart, to execute all manner of work, of the

engraver, and of the designing AveaAcr, and
of the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in

scarlet yarn, and in linen thread, and of the-

weaver, of those that do every species of work,

and of those that devise works of art.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
1 And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every

wise-hearted man, in whom the Lord hath
put wisdom and understanding to know how
to do every manner of work for the service of

the sanctuary, shall make all, just as the Lord
hath commiuided.

2 And Moses called for Bezalel and Aho-
liab, and every Avise-hearted man in whose
heart the Lord had put wisdom, every one

whose heart stirred him up to come near unto

the work to do it:

3 And they received from Moses the whole
of the offering, which the children of Israel

had brought for the work of the service of the

sanctuary, to make it; and these brought

unto him yet more free-will offerings morning
after morning.

4 And then came all the wise men, that

wrought all the work of the sanctuary, every

man from his own work which they were
doing.

5 And they said unto Moses, thus. The
people bring more" than is required for the

service of the work, Avhich the Lord hath

commanded to make.
G And Moses gave the command, and they

caused it to be proclaimed throughout the

camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman do

any more Avork for the oflering of the sanc-

tuary; so the people were restrained from

bringing (more.)

in all ; and moreover he could teach ; although there are

many wise men who have a difficulty in instructing

others."

—

Aben Ezr.\.
" A singular, though nowise uncommon, state of the

public mind ! At first instructed by the Lord, they rebel

and worship an idol ; then again convinced of the truth

of God, they testify their renewed adherence by the dis-

play of a liberality which needed restraining for its excess.
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7 And the stuff prepared* was sufficient for

all the work to make it, and there was some
over.*

8 ][ And all the wise-hearted men, among
those who wrought the work, made the taber-

nacle of ten curtains ; of twisted linen thread,

and blue, and purple, and scarlet yarn; with
cherubim, of weaver's work, made he them.

9 The length of each curtain was twenty-

eight cubits, and the breadth of each curtain

four cubits: there was one measure for all

the curtains.

10 And he coupled together five of the

curtains one to another: and the other five

curtains he coupled one to another.

11 And he made loops of blue on the edge
of the one curtain, which was the outside in

the coupling : the like he made on the border

of the curtain, which was the outmost on the

second coupling.

12 Fifty loops made he on the one curtain,

and fifty loops made he on the edge of the

curtain which was in the second coupUng:
the loops were fixed opposite to each other.

13 And he made fifty hooks of gold; and
he coupled the curtains together one mito the

other with the hooks, and the tabernacle*' be-

came thus one piece.

14 ^ And he made curtains of goats' hair

for a tent over the tabernacle; eleven curtains

made he the same.

15 The length of each curtain was thirty

cubits, and four cubits was the breadth of each
curtain : there was one measure for the eleven

curtains.

16 And he coupled five of the curtains by
themselves, and six of the curtains by them-
selves.

17 And he made fifty loops on the edge of

the curtain that was the outmost in the coup-

ling, and fifty loops made he on the edge of

the curtain of the second coupling.

18 And he made fifty hooks of copper, to

* It must not be forgotten that the things brought for

the use of the workmen were at first prepared and worked
up to the proper shape in the tents of the donors. Moses,
therefore, properly proclaimed that the people should pre-

pare no more, and consequently should bring no more
than was already in the hands of the receivers. Otherwise

nON^O might mean "property," as it is used in that

sense in Genesis xxxiii. 14; Exodus xxii. 10; 1 Samuel
XV. 9.

^ The inner curtains, which formed the roof of the

tabernacle proper, were called technically "the tabema-

couple the tent together that it might be one
piece.

19 And he made a covering for the tent of
rams' skins dyed red, and a covering of bad-
gers' skins above.*

20 ^ And he made the boards for the
tabernacle, of shittim wood, standing up,

21 Ten cubits was the length of each
board, and one cubit and a half was the
breadth of each one board.

22 There were two tenons for every board,
fitted in, one against the other: the like

made he for all the boards of the tabernacle.

23 And he made the boards for the taber-
nacle; twenty boards for the south side, on
the right.

24 And forty sockets of silver made he
under the twenty boards ; two sockets under
the one board for its two tenons, and two
sockets under the other board for its two
tenons.°

25 And for the other side of the taber-

nacle, for the north side, he made twenty
boards

:

20 And their fort}' sockets of silver; two
sockets under the one board, and two sockets
under the other board.

27 And for the back wall of the taber-

nacle, westward, he made six boards.

28 And two boards made he for the comers
of the tabernacle in the back wall.

29 And they were closely fitting beneath,
and they were closely joined together on the
top, by means of one ring; thus he did to

both of them, for both the comers.
30 And so there were eight boards, and

their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets, two
sockets under every board.

31 And he made bars of shittim wood;
five, for the lx)ards of the one side of the
tabernacle

;

32 And five bars for the boards of the
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for

cle," as they formed an essential and visible portion of the

sacred structure; but the curtains of goats' hair were
called " the tent," as they served merely to protect the

more perishable ones which they covered.
° The boards were provided with two tenons, a part of

the thickness of the boards being cut away, so that when
they were inserted in the sockets calculated to receive

them, they covered exactly the surface; the boards were
thus fixed in their sockets, which formed a continuous
row, in the same manner as the steps of a ladder are in

the side-pieces.

Ill
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the boards of the tabernacle for the back wall,

westward.

33 And he made the middle bar to pass

through the midst of the boards from the one

end to the other end.

34 And the boards he overlaid with gold,

and their rings he made of gold, as recepta-

cles for the bars, and he overlaid the bars

with gold.

35 And he made the vail of blue, and pur-

ple, and scarlet yarn, and twisted linen; of

weaver's work made he it, with cherubim.

36 And he made thereunto four pillars of

shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold,

their hooks also were of gold; and he cast

for them four sockets of silver.

37 And he made a hanging for the door

of the tabernacle, of blue, and purple, and
scarlet yarn, and twisted linen; the work of

the embroiderer;

38 And its five pillars with their hooks:

and he overlaid their tops and made their

fillets with gold; and their five sockets were
of copper.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

1 T[ And Bezalel made the ark of shittim

wood: two cubits and a half was its length,

and a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit

and a half its height.

2 And he overlaid it with pure gold within

and without, and made for it a crown of gold

round about.

3 And he cast for it four rings of gold, for

the four corners thereof; even two rings on
the one side of it, and two rings on the other

side of it.

4 And he made staves of shittim wood,
and overlaid them with gold.

5 And he put the staves into the rings

upon the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.

6 And he made a cover of pui-e gold : t\\'D

cubit.s and a half w^s its length, and one
cubit and a half its breadth.

7 And he made two cherubim of gold, of

* The cherubim were made out of one piece with the

cover, but not wrought separately, and afterward soldered

on. Tliey were standing on cither end, their faces being
turned toward each other, yet so that they looked down-
ward upon the ark. It is said that the height of the

wings of the cherubim from the cover was ten hands'
breadth.

'' The crown spoken of in the preceding verse was
fixed on the rim mentioned here. It is doubtful whether
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beaten work made he them, on the two ends
of the cover

;

8 One cherub was on the one end, and
the other cherub on the other end; out of the

cover itself made he the cherubim on the two
ends thereof

9 And the cherubim were spreading forth

their wings on high, overshadowing with
their wings the cover, with their faces one to

the other; toward the cover were the faces

of the cherubim directed.

10 ^ And he made the table of shittim

wood : two cubits was its length, and a cubit

its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height;

11 And he overlaid it with pure gold, and
made thereto a crown of gold round about.

12 And he made unto it a rim of a hand's

breadth round about, and made a golden

crown on its rim'' round about.

13 And he cast for it four rings of gold,

and he put the rings on the four comers, that

were on the four feet thereof

14 Close under the rim were the rings, as

receptacles for the staves to bear the table.

15 And he made the staves of shittim

wood, and overlaid them with gold, to bear

the table.

16 And he made the vessels which were
upon the table, its dishes, and its spoons,

and its supporters, and its purifying tubes

wherewith (the bread) was covered, of pure

gold.*

17 ^ And he made the candlestick of pure

gold: of beaten work" made he the candle-

stick, its shaft, and its branches, its bowls, its

knobs, and its flowers, were out of one piece

with it.

18 And six branches were coming out of

its sides; three branches of the candlestick

out of its one side, and three branches of the

candlestick out of the other side thereof

19 Three bowls, almond-shaped, Avere on

one branch, with a knob and a flower; and
three bowls, almond-shaped, were on the

other branch, with a knob and a flower; so

the rim reached above the table or was placed beneath the

top ; but the probabilities are in favour of its having been

placed above.
° Like the cover of the ark, so was the candlestick, or

more properly " the chandelier," made out of a solid piece

of gold ; that is to say, the parts were not made separately

and afterward soldered together, but it was beaten out,

and the branches ornamented and cut into shape by means

of instruments.
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on the six branches that were coming out of

the candlestick.

20 And on the candlestick itself were four

bowls almond-shaped, with its knobs, and its

flowers

:

21 And a knob was under two branches

that came out of the same, and a knob under

two branches that came out of the same, and
a knob under two branches that came out of

the same," for the six branches that proceeded

out of it.

22 Their knobs and their branches were
out of one piece with it; all of it was one

piece of beaten work, of pure gold.

2-3 And he made its seven lamps, and its

snuffers, and its snuif-dishes, of pure gold.

2-4 Of a talent of pure gold made he it, and
all its vessels.

25 ^ And he made the altar of incense of

shittim wood : its length was a cubit, and its

breadth a cubit; it was foursquare, and two
cubits was its height; from itself were its

horns.''

26 And he overlaid it with pure gold, its

top, and its sides round about, and its horns

:

and he made unto it a crown of gold round
about.

27 And two rings of gold he made for it

beneath its crown, on its two corners, upon
both its sides, as receptacles for the staves to

bear it by means of them.
28 And he made the staves of shittim

wood, and overlaid them with gold.

29 And he made the holy anointing oil,

and the pure incense of spices, according to

the work of the apothecary.*

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
1 ^ And he made the altar of burnt-offer-

ing of shittim wood: five cubits was its

length, and five cubits its breadth; it was
foursquare, and three cubits was its height.

2 And he made its horns on its four

comers, from itself were its horns ; and he
overlaid it with copper.

* The knob^were on the centre shaft of the candle-

stick, and from each of them sprung two branches, one
on each side, so that each knob supported one pair.

'' The horns, or prominent points coming out of the

corners of the altar of incense, as well as that of burnt-

offering, were carved out of the body of the wood, but not

made separately and afterwards joined on.

° Mirrors of highly polished copper were employed be-

fore the introduction of looking-glasses; and it is recorded
P

3 And he made all the vessels of the altar, V
the pots, and the shovels, and the basins, and
the forks, and the fire-pans: all its vessels

made he of copper.

4 And he made for the altar a grating, a

network of copper, under its compass beneath,

even luito the half of it.

5 And he cast four rings on the four

corners of the grating of copper, as receptacles

for the staves.

G And he made the staves of shittim wood,
and overlaid them with copper.

7 And he put the staves into the rings on
the sides of the altar, to bear it by means of

them ; hollow, of boards, made he it.

8 Tl And he made the laver of copper, and
its foot of copper, of the mirrors' of the assem-

bled women, who had assembled in troops at

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

9 ^ And he made the court : on the south

side, on the right, the hangings of the court

were of twisted linen, of one hundred cubits;

10 Their pillars were twenty, with their

twenty sockets of copper; the hooks of the

pillars and their fillets were of silver.

11 And for the north side one hundred

cubits; their pillars were twenty, with their

twenty sockets of copper; the hooks of the

pillars and their fillets were of silver.

12 And for the west side were hangings of

fifty cubits; their pillars were ten, and their

sockets ten ; the hooks of the pillars and tlieir

fillets of silver.

13 And for the front side, eastward, fifty

cubits.

14 Hangings, of fifteen cubits, were on the

one wing; their pillars were three, and their

sockets three.

15 And for the other wing, on both sides

of the gate of the court, were hangings of fif-

teen cubits; their pillars were three, and their

sockets three.

16 All the hangings of the court round

about were of twisted linen.

17 And the sockets for the piUars were of

that even these necessary articles for the arranging of tlie

female attire were cheerfully given by the women, who

came in troops to offer this contribution to the residence

of their God. From the phraseology employed it would

appear that the copper thus obtained is not included in

the gross weight recorded chap, xxxviii. 29; since, among

the articles made thereof, the laver and its foot are not

mentioned.
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copper; the hooks of the pillars and their

fillets of silver; and the overlaying of their

tops was of silver; and all the pillars of the

court Avere filleted with silver.*

18 And the hanging for the gate of the

court was the work of the eml^roiderer, of

blue, and purple, and scarlet yam, and
twisted linen: and twenty cubits was the

length, and the height, in the breadth, was
five cubits, answeiing to the hangings of the

court.

19 And the pillars for the same were four,

with their four sockets of copper ; their hooks
were of silver, and the overlaying of their

tops and their fillets of silver.

20 And all the pins of the tabernacle, and
of the court round about wei'e of copper.

Haphtorah in 1 Kings vii. 13 to 26. The Germans read from

vii. 40 to 50.

SECTION XXIII. PEKUDAY, mpS.

21 T[ These are the accounts (of the articles

furnished) for the tabernacle, even of the

tal^ernacle of the testimony, which were
comited, according to the commandment of

Moses, the service of the Levites, by the

hand of Ithamar, the son of Aaron, the

priest.

22 And Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of

Chur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the

Lord had commanded Mo.^es.

2-3 And with him was Aholiab, son of

Achissamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver,

and a skilful weaver, and an embroiderer in

blue, and in purple, and in scarlet yarn, and
in linen thread.

2-4 ^ All the gold that was applied to the

work in all the work of the sanctuary, to wit,

the gold of the offering," was tAventy and nine

talents, and seven hundred and thirty shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary.

25 And the silver of those that Avere num-
bered of the congregation Avas one hundred
talents, and a thousand seven hundred and

* The word used here, in v. 29, and in xxxv. 22, is

naun : whereas in the preceding passages nonn is used.

The Hebrew is peculiarly rich in the terms necessary to

express the ideas connected with the worship of the

sanctuary, so as to distinguish every shade of meaning;
but in English it is next to impossible to convey these

peculiarities by single words. Arnheira, however, renders

the latter word "tribute," as has been done at times in

this version, and the former, the one employed in this
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seventy and four shekels, after the shekel of

the sanctuary

:

26 A bekah for CA^ery head, that is, half a

shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for"

every one that AAent to be numbered, from
twenty years old and upward, for six hun-
dred thousand and three thousand and five

hundred and fifty.

27 And the hundred talents of sih'er

serA^ed to cast the sockets of the sanctuary,

and the sockets of the Aail; one hundred
sockets to the himdred talents, a talent for

every socket.

28 And of the thousand scA^en hundred
scA^enty and five shekels he made hooks for

the pillars, and overlaid their tops and filleted

them.

29 And the copper of the offering AA'as

scA'enty talents, and two thousand and four

hundred shekels.

30 And he made therewith the sockets of

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

and the altar of cojjper, and the grating of

copper for it. and all the A-essels of the altar

;

31 And the sockets of the court round
about, and the sockets of the court gate, and
all the pius of the tabernacle, and all the pins

of the court I'ound about.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
1 And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet

yarn, they made the cloths of serA'ice, to do
the service in the holy place ; and they made
the holy gaiments Avhich AA-ere for Aaron, as

the Lord had commanded Moses.*

2 And he made the ephod, of gold,. blue,

and purple, and scarlet yarn, and tAvisteil

linen

;

3 And they did beat the gold into thin

plates, and cut it into Avires, to work it in the

blue, and in the purple, and in the scarlet

yarn, and in the linen, AAith Aveaver's AA'ork.

4 They made shoulder-pieces for it, joined

on ; on both its edges Avas it thus joined'' to-

gether.

passage, "sacred gifts;" but the latter term is arbi-

trary.
* The shoulder-pieces of the ephod were made sepa-

rately and sewed on afterward. The ephod itself appears

to have been a species of cloak which reached to the heels,

but required the support of the shoulder-pieces, through

which it was joined by means of the chains and rings to

the breastplate, and the belt which fastened it round the

body of the wear'r.
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5 And the belt for girding it on, that was
upon it, was of the same piece with itself, of

the same make ; of gold, blue, and purple,

and scarlet yarn, and twisted linen ; as the

Lord had commanded Moses.

6 T[ And they wrought the onyx stones en-

closed in casings of gold, engraved with the

engraving of a signet, after the names of the

children of Israel.

7 And he put them on the shoulder-pieces

of the epliod, as stones of memorial to the

children of Israel ; as the Lord had command-
ed Moses.

8 ][ And he made the breastplate with wea-
ver's work, like the work of the ephod ; of

gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet yarn, and
twisted linen.

9 It was foursquare, double did they make
the breastplate : it was a span in length, and
a span in breadth, double.

10 And they set in it four rows of stones :

the first row, a sardius, a topaz, and an eme-
rald : this was the first row.

11 And the second row, a carbuncle, a sai>

phire, and a diamond.
12 And the third row, an opal, a turquoise,

and an amethyst.

13 And the fourth row, a chrysolite, an
onyx, and a jasper : they were fitted in golden

casings when they were set in.

14 And the stones were according to the

names of the children of Israel, twelve, ac-

cording to their names, (engraved) with the

engraving of a signet, every one according to

his name, for the twelve tribes.

15 And they made upon the breastplate

chains with knots* at the ends, of wreathed
work, of pure gold.

16 And they made two casings of gold,

and two gold rings, and put the two rings on
the two ends of the breastplate.

17 And they put the two wreathed chains

of gold in the two rings on the ends of the

breastplate.

18 And the two ends of the two \vi'eathed

chains they fastened on the two casings, and
they put them on the shoulder pieces of the

ephod, on the outside thereof

* These wreathed chains had a knot at the end, so that

they did not slip through the rings of the breastplate and
ephod.

* The rings on the girdle of the ephod were so placed as

to be opposite those on the lower seam of the breastplate,

19 And they made two rings of gold, and
put them on the two ends of the breastplate,

on its border, which was on the opposite side

of the ephod, inward.

20 And tliey made two more golden rings,

and put them on the two shoulder-pieces of
the ephod underneath, toward its front part,

close by its seam, above the girdle of the
ephod.

21 And they fastened the breastplate by
its rings unto the rings of the ephod with a
lace of blue, that it might remain on the girdle

of the ephod, and that the breastplate miglit

not be loosed from the ephod j** as the Loud
had commanded Moses.*

22 ^ And he made the robe of the ephod of

woven work, altogether of blue woollen yam.
23 And there was an opening in the midst

of the robe, as the opening of an habergeon,

with a binding round about the opening, that

it should not be rent.

24 And they madQ upon the lower hem of

the robe pomegranates of blue, and purple,

and scarlet yam, twisted.

25 And they made bells of pui'e gold ; and
they put the bells between the pomegranates
upon the lower hem of the robe, round about,

between the pomegranates;

26 A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a

pomegranate, round about the lower hem of

the robe to minister therein ; as the Lord had
commanded Moses.

27 ^ And they made the coats of linen, of

woven work, for Aaron and for his sons,

28 And the mitre of linen, and the gooilly

bonnets of linen, and liuen breeches of twisted

linen thread.

29 And the girdle of twisted linen, and
blue, and purple, and scarlet yam, the work of

the embroiderer ; as the Lord had commanded
Moses.

30 T[ And they made the plate of the holy

crown of pure gold, and wrote upon it a writ-

ing, like the engraving of a signet. Holt to

THE Lord.

31 And they put on it a lace of blue, to

place it upon the mitre above ,° as the Lord

had commanded Moses.

and when the blue lace was passed through them, the two

garments became united together.

° The plate was tied on both ends and at the centre to

laces of blue woollen yarn, and hung on the top of the

mitre, so that it rested on the forehead of the wearer.
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32 ^ Thus was finished all the work of

till! tabernacle of the tent of the congregation

;

and the children of Israel had made it accord-

ing to all that the Lord had commanded
Moses, so had they made it.'''

33 *[] And they brought the tabernacle unto

Moses, the tent, and all its vessels, its hooks,

its boards, its bars, and its pillars, and its

sockets,

34 And the covering of rams' skins dj^ed

red, and the covering of badgers' skins, and

the vail of the separation

;

35 The ark of the testimony, and its

staves, and the mercy-seat

;

36 The table, and all its vessels, and the

showbread

;

37 The pure candlestick," with its lamps,

the lamps to be set in order thereupon, and

all its vessels, and the oil for the" lighting,

38 And the golden altar, and the anointing

oil, and the incense of spices, and the hanging

for the door of the tabei-nacle

;

39 The copper altar, and the grating of

copper which belonged to it, its staves, and
all its vessels, the laver and its foot;

40 The hangings of the court, its pillars

and its sockets, and the hanging for the courtr

gate, its cords, ai\d its pins, and all the vessels

of the service of the tabernacle, for the tent

of the congregation

;

41 The cloths of service to do the service

in the holy place, and the holy garments for

Aaron the priest, and the garments of his

sons, to minister therein.

42 All, just as the Lord had commanded
Moses, so had the children of Israel done all

the work.

43 And Moses did look over all the work,

and, behold, they had done it as the Lord had
commanded, even so had they done it : and

Moses blessed them.*

CHAPTER XL.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

2 On the first day of the first numth sluilt

thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the

congregation.

• Others render, " The candlestick of pure gold." But
a.s the feminine mntan docs not agree with the ma.sculinc

am, it must refer to the word mjo, perhaps from its

being made of pure gold.
' " This means, a protection, for it was a separation."

—
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3 And thou shalt put therein the ark of

the testimony, and separate*" the ark with the

vail.

4 And thou shalt bring in the tal)le, and
arrange the order of the showbread upon
it; and thou shalt bring in the candlestick,

and light the lamps thereof

5 And thou shalt set the altar of gold for

the incense before the ark of the testimony;

and thou shalt put up the hanging at the

door to the tabernacle.

6 And thou shalt set the altar of burntr

offering before the door of the tabernacle of

the tent of the congregation.

7 And thou shalt set the laver between
the tabernacle of the congregation and the

altar, and thou shalt put Avater therein.

8 And thou shalt set up the court round
about, and put up the hanging at the gate of

the court!

9 And thou shalt take the anointing oil,

and anoint the tabernacle, and all that is

therein ; and thou shalt hallow it, with all its

vessels, and it shall be holy.

10 And thou shalt anoint the altar of

burnt-oflering, and all its vessels; and thou

shalt sanctify the altar, and the altar shall be

most holy.

11 And thou shalt anoint the laver with its

foot, and sanctify it.

12 And thou shalt bring near Aaron and
his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of

the congregation, and wash them Avith

water.

13 And thou shalt clothe Aaron Avith the

holy garments; and thou shalt anoint lum,

and sanctify him, that he may be a priest

unto me.
14 And his sons shalt thou bring near, and

clothe them Avith coats

:

15 And thou shalt anoint them, as thou

hast anointed their father, that they may
be priests unto me; and this shall be, that

their anointing shall be unto them for an
everlasting priesthood throughout their gene-

rations.

10 And Moses did so; all, just as the I^ord

had commanded him, so did he.*

Rashi. That is to say, by hanging up the vail, by means
of which the portion for the ark was separated from the

remainder of the sanctuary, it was pniteetod fioui the ap-

proach of those who came into the holy place.
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17 T[ And it came to pass in the first

month in the second year, on the first of the

month, that the tabernacle was reared up.

18 And Moses reared up the tabernacle,

and placed its sockets, and set up its boards,

and put in its bars, and reared up its pillars.

19 And he spread the tent' over the taber-

nacle, and put the covering of the tent'' over

it above; as the Lord had commanded Moses.

20 ][ And he took"" and put the testimony

into the ark, and placed the staves on the

ark; and he put the mercy-seat upon the

ark above.

21 And he brought the ark into the taber-

nacle, and set up the vail of the separation,

and made therewith a separation for the ark

of the testimony; as the Lord had commanded
Moses.

22 .][ And he put the table in the taber-

nacle of the congregation, upon the side of

the tabernacle, northward, without the vail.

23 And he arranged upon it the order of

bread*^ before the Lord ; as the Lord had com-
manded Moses.

24 ^f And he placed the candlestick in the

tabernacle of the congregation, opposite the

table, on the side of the tabernacle, south-

ward.

25 And he lighted the lamps befoi'e the

Lord; as the Lord had commanded Moses.

26 ^ And he placed the golden altar in the

tabernacle of the congregation before the vail.

27 And he burnt thereon the incense of

spices; as the Lord had commanded Moses.'''

28 ^ And he put up the hanging at the

door to the tabernacle.

29 And the altar of burnt-offering he
placed by the door of the tabernacle of the

tent of the congregation, and offered upon it

the burnt-offermg and the meat-offering; as

the Lord had commanded Moses.

30 T[ And he set the laver between the

* This means the curtains of goats' hair over the fine

ones, called the "tabernacle."—RAsnr.
' The skins of animals which served as a covering.
° He took the tables of the Testimony from the wooden

ark, which was in the tent of Moses, and brought them
into the tabernacle.

—

Hamban. (See Exodus xxxiii. 7,

and Deuteronomy x. 1-3.)

tabernacle of the congregation and the altar,

and put water there, for washing.
31 And MocSes" and Aaron and his sons

washed therefrom their hands and their feet.

32 When they went in unto the tabernacle
of the congregation, and when tliey came near
unto the altar, they washed themselves; as

the Lord had commanck'd Moses.
33 ]] And he reared up the court round

about the tabeniacle and the altar, and put
up the hanging of the gate of the court; and
so did Moses finish the work.*

34 ^ And the cloud covered the tent of
the congregation, and the glory of the Lord
filled the taljernacle.

35 And Moses wa.s not able to enter into

the tent of the congregation; because the

cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the
Lord filled the tabernacle.

36 And when the cloud was taken up from
over the tabernacle, the children of Israel

were wont to go onward in all their journey-
ings.

37 But if the cloild was not taken up, then
they journeyed not till the day that it was
taken up.

38 For the cloud of the Lord was upon the

tabernacle by day, and a fire was by night

on it, before the eyes of all the house of

Israel, throughout all their journeyings.

Ilaphtorah, according to the Germans, in 1 Kings vii. 51

to viii. 21. The Portuguese read from vii. 40 to 50.

Maphtere for Shekalim in Exodus xxx. 11 to IG.

Ilaphtorali for Shekalim in 2 Kings xii. 1 to 17. The Portu-

guese commence at xi. 17.

Maphtere for Zachor in Deuteronomy xxv. 17 to 19.

Ilaphtorah for Zachor in 1 Samuel xv. 2 to 34. The Portu-

guese commence v. 1.

Maphtere for Parah in Numbers xix. 1 to 22.

Ilaphtorah for Parah in Ezekiel xxxvi. 16 to 38. The Por-

tuguese end at v. 36.

Maphtere for Ilachodcsh in Exodus xii. 1 to 20.

Ilaphtorah for Ilachodcsh in Ezckicl xlv. 16 to xlvi. 18

The Portuguese road from xlv. 18 to xlvi. 15.

^ The DnS
"I"!;?

"the order of bread," here employed,

explains what is given above merely as oi;? "its order;"

for which reason it is rendered above, verse 4, " the order

of showbread."
' During the week of consecration, and then only,

Moses officiated as priest, for which reason he was for the

time also bound to wash hands and feet at the laver.
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THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS,
VAYIKRA, iSnpn.

CONTAINING THE ORDINANCES FOR THE SACRIFICES, SANCTUARY,
PURIFICATIONS, FESTIVALS, &c.

SECTION XXIV. VAYIKRA, Nnpn.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ And the Lord called unto Moses, and
spoke unto liim out of the tabernacle of the

congregation, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, If any one of you wish to

bi'ing an oflering unto the Lord : of the cattle,

either of the herds, or of the Hocks, shall ye
bring your offering.

3 If his offering be a burnt-sacrifice of the

herds, tlien shall he offer a male without ble-

mish : unto the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation shall he bring it, that it may be

favouraljly received for him before the Lord.

4 And he shall lay his hand upon the head

of the burnt-offering; and it shall be accepted

for him to make atonement for him.

5 And he shall kill the young steer before

the Lord: and the sons of Aaron the priests

shall bring near the blood, and they shall

sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar

tliat is by the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation.

G And he shall tlay the burnt-offering, and
cut it into its pieces.

7 And the sons of Aaron the priest shall

put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in

order upon the fire;

8 And the sons of Aaron the priests shall

lay in order the parts, the head, and the fat,"

ujion the wood that is on the fire which is

upon the altar;

9 But its inwards and its legs shall he

wash in water; and the priest shall bum the

• Some translate 119 with "midriflF:" the word itself

is of rare nrcurroncc, hence not of a decided signification;

but it is translated here according to the old authorities

whole on the altar, as a burnt-sacrifice, au
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto
the Lord.

10 ^ And if his offering be of the flocks,

of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt-sacri-

fice: then shall he offer a male without ble-

mish as the same.

11 And he shall kill it on the side of the

altar, northward,'' before the Lord; and the

sons of Aaron the priests shall sprinkle its

blood upon the altar round about.

12 And he shall cut it into its pieces, with
its head and its fat; and the priest shall lay

them in order on the wood that is on the fire

which is upon the altar;

13 But the inwards and the legs shall he
wash with water; and the priest shall bring

near the whole, and burn it upon the altar;

it is a burnt-sacrifice, an offering made by fire,

of a sweet savour unto the Lord.*

14 ^ And if of fowls be the burnt-sacrifice

for his offermg to the Lord : then shall he bring

his offering of turtle-doves, or ofyoung pigeons.

15 And the priest shall bring it near" unto

the altar, and pinch off its head, and burn it

on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be
wrung out on the wall of the altar.

IG And he shall remove its crop with its

feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the

east part, at the place of the ashes.

17 And he shall cleave it by its wings, but
shall not divide it asunder; and the priest

shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood
that is on the fire : it is a burnt-sacrifice, an
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto

the Lord.

The term aipn has been for the most part rendered in

this version with "to bring near," that is, to the altar

where all sacriticial rites were performed; and when simply

All the sacrifices called "most hoi}'," required to be
1;
rendered with "bring," it has the same sense. Otherwise

slain ou the north side of the altar of burnt^sacrifices ; these I: the term "offer" has also been used, as it is the root of

are the burnt, sin, trespass, and national peace-offerings. |: the word j3ip "offering."
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CHAPTER II.

1 ][ And when any person wish to offer a

meat-offering unto the Lord: then shall his

offering be of fine flour; and he shall pour

upon it oil, .and put thereon frankincense

;

2 And he shall bring it to one of the sons

of Aaron the priest ; and he shall take there-

from his handful of its flour, and of its oil,

with all its frankincense ; and the priest shall

bum the memorial of it upon the altar, as an

offering made by lire, of a sweet savour unto

the Lord.

3 And what is left of the meatoffering

shall belong to Aaron and to his sons : it is a

most holy thing, from the fire-offerings of the

Lord.

4 ^ And if thou bring an oblation of a

meat-offering baked in the oven, it shall be

of fine flour, unleavened cakes mingled with

oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

5 Tl And if thy oblation be a meat-offering

baked in a pan, it shall be made of fine flour

mingled with oil, unleavened.

6 Thou shalt break it in pieces, and pour

thereon oil ; it is a meat-offering.*

7 ^ And if thy oblation be a meat-offering

baked in the deep pan, it shall be made of

fine flour with oil.

8 And thou shalt bring the meat-offermg,

which shall be made of these things, unto the

Lord; and the oflerer shall present it unto

the priest, who shall bring it near unto the

altar.

9 And the priest shall take up from the

meat-ofl'ering its memorial, and shall burn it

upon the altar: it is an offering made by
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord.

10 And that which is left of the meat-

offering shall belong to Aaron and his sous

:

it is a most holy thing, from the fire-offerings

of the Lord.

11 No meat-offering, which ye shall bring

unto the Lord, shall be prepared leavened;

for of whatever is leaven, or of any honey, ye
shall not sacrifice an offering made by fire

unto the Lord.

12 As an oblation of the first-fruits shall

* Arnheim renders here and elsewhere, "And that on

the," &c.
^ Others, "caul."
' The first sacrifice offered daily upon the altar, was the

daily burnt-offering; and before it had been placed on the

ye offer them unto the Lord; but on the

altar shall they not come for a sweet savour.

13 And every oblation of thy meat-offering

shalt thou sea.son with salt; and thou shalt

not suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God,
to be lacking from thy meatoffering : with all

thy offerings shalt thou ofler salt.

14 ^ And if thou ofler a meat-offering of

the first-fruits unto the Lord: of ripe ears of

com dried by the fire, of pounded corn out of

full ears, shalt thou offer the meat-offerings of

thy first-fruits.

15 And thou shalt put upon it oil, and lay

thereon frankincense : it is a meat-offering.

IG And the priest shall burn its memorial,

from its pounded corn, and from its oil, with
all its frankincense : it is an offering made by
fire imto the Lord.*

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And if his oblation be a sacrifice of

peace-offering, if he offer it of the herds,

whether it be a male or female, he shall

offer it without blemish before the Lord.

2 And he shall lay his hand upon the head

of his offermg, and kill it at the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation : and the sons

of Aaron the priests shall sprinkle the blood

upon the altar round about.

3 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the

peace-offering, as a fire-offering unto the Lord,

the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the

fat that is upon the inwards,

4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is

on them, which is on the flanks," and the

midriff''' above the liver, with the kidneys,

shall he remove it.

5 And Aaron's sons shall bum it on the

altar, upon the burnt-offering," which is upon
the wood that is on the fire : it is an offering

made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the

Lord.

6 ^ And if of the flocks be his offering for

a sacrifice of peace-offering unto the Lord,

male or female, without blemish, shall he

offer it.

7 If he offer a sheep for his offering, then

shall he brin"; it near before the Lord.

fire, no other sacrifice could be burnt there; hence the

phrase "upon the burnt-offering which is upon the wood."

Rashi, however, renders hy like na':^ "besides;" still the

sense is the same in both cases.
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8 And he shall lay his hand upon the head
of his offering, and kill it before the taber-

nacle of the congregation: and the sons of

Aaron shall sprinkle its blood upon the altar

round about.

9 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the

peace-offering, as a fire-offering unto the Lord,

the best part" thereof, the whole rump, hard
by the backbone shall he take it off; and the

fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat

that is upon the inwards;

10 And the two kidneys, and the fiit that

is upon them, which is on the flanks, and the

midriff above the liver, with the kidneys,

shall he remove it.

11 And the priest shall burn it upon the

altar: it is the food of the offering made by
fire unto the Lord.

12 ^ And if a goat be his offering, then
shall he bring it near before the Lord.

13 And he shall lay his hand upon its

head, and kill it before the tabernacle of the

congregation: and the sons of Aaron shall

sprinkle its blood upon the altar round about.

14 And he shall offer thereof his offering,

as a fire-offering unto the Lord, the fat that

covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is

upon the inwards,

1-5 And the two kidneys, and the fat that

is upon them, which is on the flanks, and the
midriff above the liver, with the kidneys
shall he remove it.

IG And the priest shall burn them upon the
altar; as the food of the oflering made by fire

for a sweet savour, is.all the fiit unto the Lord.
17 A perpetual statute shall it be for your

generations throughout all your dwellings : no
fat nor blood shall ye eat.'='

CHAPTER IV.

1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

in?,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying.

If any person do sin through ignorance against

any of the prohibitions'' of the Lord which
ought not to be done, and do any of them

;

' This is explained by the next words, "the best part,

that is the whole rump;" or as the moderns have it, "the
whole fat tail," referring to the Syrian sheep, the tail of
which is broad and fat.

' Both the negative and positive precepts are command-
ments; wherefore the first may also be properly called

niyo " precepts."

" This is explained, that the high-priest'.t sin must be

3 If the anointed priest do sin to bring

guiltine.s.s" on the people: then shall he Ijring

near for his sin, which he hath committed, a

young bullock without blemish, unto the

Lord, for a sin-offering.

4 And he shall bring the bullock unto the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation

before the Lord; and he shall lay his hand
upon the head of the bullock, and kiH"" the

bullock before the Lord.

5 And the anointed priest shall take some
of the bullock's blood, and bring it into the

tabernacle of the congregation

:

6 And the priest shall dip his finger in the

blood; and he shall sprinkle of the blood

seven times before the Lord, before the vail

of the sanctuar}'.

7 And the priest shall put some of the

blood upon the horns of the altar of the in-

cense of spices before the Lord, which is in

the tabernacle of the congregation ; and all the

(remaining) blood of the bullock shall he pour

out at the bottom of the altar of burnt-ofler-

ing, which is at the door of the tabei-nacle of

the congregation.

8 And all the fat of the bullock of the sin-

offering shall he take off from the same : the

fiit that covereth the inwards, and all the fat

that is upon the inwards,

9 And the two kidneys, and the fat that

is upon them, which is on the flanks, and the

midriff above the liver, with the kidneys,

shall he remove it;

10 As it is taken off from the bullock of

the sacrifice of peace-oft'ering ; and the priest

shall burn the same upon the altar of burnt-

offering.

11 And the skin of the bullock, and all his

flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and
his inwards, and his dung,

12 Even the whole bullock, shall he carry

forth without the camp, unto a clean place,

to where the ashes are poured out, and burn
him on the wood with fire ; upon where the

ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.

13 ^ And if the whole congregation ol"

like the sin of the ciders spoken of in the nest section

;

i. e., that he give a wrong decision, which the people fol-

low, by which thoy incur guilt.

'' The word ODE' means not merely to kill, but to pro-

duce death by cutting the throat, as practised in Israel.

This explanations holds good wherever the word '-kill"

occurs when speaking of sacrifices, or of animals slain for

the ordinary use of the people.
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Israel sin through ignorance, and a thing be

hidden from the eyes of the assembly," and
they do any one of all the prohibitions of the

Lord which ought not to be done, and the}'

become guilty

;

14 When now the sin becometh known,
through which they have sinned : then shall

the congregation offer a young bullock for a

sin-offering, and shall Ijring him before the

tabernacle of the congregation.

15 And the elders of the congregation shall

lay their hands upon the head of the bullock

before the Lord ; and they shall kill the bul-

lock before the Lord.

16 And the anointed priest shall bring

some of the bullock's blood into the taberna-

cle of the congregation

:

17 And the priest shall dip his finger in

some of the lilood, and sprinkle it seven times

before the Lord, before the vail.

18 And some of the Ijlood shall he put

upon the horns of the altar which is before

the Lord, that is in the tabernacle of the con-

gregation ; and all the (remaining) blood shall

he pour out at the bottom of the altar of

burnt-offering, which is at the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation.

19 And all his tat shall he take from him,

and burn it upon the altar.

20 And he shall do with the bullock as he

did with the bullock of the sin-offering; so

shall he do with this: and the priest shall

make an atonement for them, and it shall be

forgiven unto them.

21 And he shall carry forth the bullock to

without the camp, and burn him as he burnt

the first bullock ; it is a sin-offering of the

congregation.

22 T[ If a ruler should sin, and do any one

of the prohibitions of the Lord his God which
ought not to be done, through ignorance, and
become guilty -^

23 If now his sin, wherein he hath
sinned, come to his knowledge : he shall

})ring as his offering, a goat, a male, without
blemish

;

21 And he shall lay his hand upon the

head of the goat, and kill it on the place

' This is explained, that the assembled judges decide

erroneously concerning any one of the acts for which
excision (mj) is denounced, that it is permitted, and the

people do according to this erroneous decision, thus sin-

where they kill the burntroffering before the

Lord; it is a sin-ofl'ering.

25 And the priest shall take some of the

blood of the sin-offering with his finger, and

put it upon the horns of the altar ol" burnt-

offering; and (the remainder of) its blood he

shall pour out at the bottom of the altar of

burnt^ofiering.

20 And all its fat shall he burn upon the

altar, as the hit of the sacrifice of peace-offer-

ing; and the priest shall make an atonement
for him concerning his sin, and it shall be

forgiven unto him.*

27 ^ And if any person of the common
people should sin through ignorance, by his

doing any one of the prohibitions of the Lord,

which ought not to be done, and become
guilty;

28 Ifnow his sin, which he hath committed,

come to his knoAvledge : then shall he bring as

his offering, a goat, a female, without blemish,

for his sin which he hath committed;

29 And he shall lay his hand upon the

head of the sin-ofl'ering, and slay the sin-ofler-

ing on the place of the burnt-offering.

30 And the priest shall take some of the

blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon

the horns of the altar of burnt-oflering; and

all the (remaining) blood thereof shall he pour

out at the bottom of the altar.

31 And all the fiit thereof shall he remove,

as the fat is removed from off the sacrifice of

peace-offering; and the priest shall burn it

upon the altar for a sweet sa\our unto the

Lord ; and the priest shall make an atonement

for him, and it shall be forgiven unto him.

32 Tl And if he bring a sheep for a sin-

offering, a female without ])k'mish shall he

bring it.

33 And he shall lay his hand upon the

head of the sin-ofl'ering, and slay it ibr a sin-

ofl'ering on the place where they kill the burnt-

ofl'ering.

34 And the priest shall take some of the

l:)lood of the sin-ofl'ering with his finger, and

put it upon the horns of the altar of liurnt-ofl'er-

ing; and all the (renuuning) blood thereof

shall he pour out at the bottom of the altar

:

ning against a vital principle through ignorance, upon the

instruction of their highest religious authority.

" Mendelssolin translates this expression, wherever it oc-

curs, " And he becomes aware of his guilt," or as above,

"they become aware of their guilt."
'

121



LEVITICUS IV. V. VAYIKRA.

35 And all the fat thereof shall he remove,

as the fat of the sheep is removed from the

sacrifice of the peace-ofliering ; and the priest

shall bum the same upon the altar, upon
the oflerings made by fire unto the Lord;

and the priest shall make an atonement for

him for his sin that he hath committed, and
it shall be forgiven unto him.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And if any person sin, because he
heareth the voice of adjuration, and he is a

witness, since he hath either seen or knoweth
something; if he do not tell it, and thus bear

his iniquity

;

2 Or if there be a person who toucheth any
unclean thing, whether it be the carcass of an

unclean beast, or the carcass of unclean cattle,

or the carcass of an unclean creeping thing,

and it escape his recollection ; but (he becom-

eth aware that) he is unclean, and hath

(thus) incurred guilt;

3 Or if he touch the uncleanness of man,
whatsover uncleanness of the kind it be by
which he can be defiled, and it escape his re-

collection ; but he becometh aware of it, and
(that^Ji he hath (thus) incurred guilt

;

4 Or if any person swear, by pronouncing
with his lips" to do evil, or to do good (to him-

self,) in Avhatsoever it be that a man pro-

nounceth with an oath, and it escape his

recollection ; but he becometh aware of it that

he hath incurred guilt by any one of these :

5 And it shall be, if he have incurred guilt

by any one of these (things,) that he shall con-

fess that concerning which he hath sinned

;

G And he shall bring his trospass-oflering

unto the Lord for his sin which he hath com-
mitted, a female from the flocks, a sheep or a

goat, for a sm-oflering; and the priest shall

make an atonement for him concerning his

sin.

7 And if his means be not sufBcieut for a

sheep, then shall he bring as his ofl'ering (for

the trespa.ss) which he hath committed, two
turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, unto the

LoKi); one for a sin-offering, and the other for

a burnt-ofl'ering.

8 And he shall bring them unto the priest,

and he shall (jller that which is for the sin-

• Philippson renders, " Or if a person swear thought-

lessly to Jo," &c. Raslii seems to assent to this construc-

tion by enmnienting, "with the lips, but not tiie heart."
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offering first, and pinch off its head by the

back of its neck, but shall not divide it

asunder

:

9 And he shall sprinkle some of the blood

of the sin-offering upon the wall of the altar;

and the rest of the blood shall be Avrung

out at the bottom of the altar; it is a sin-

offering.

10 And the second shall he prepare as a
bunit-offering, according to the prescribed

order; and the priest shall make an atone-

ment for him for his sin which he hath com-
mitted, and it shall be forgiven unto him.*

11 ^[ But if his means be not sufficient for

two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, then

shall he bring as his offering for that which
he hath sinned, the tenth part of an ephah of

fine flour for a sin-offering ; he shall not put
upon it any oil, nor shall he put thereupon

any frankincense; for it is a sin-ofl'ering.

12 And he shall bring it to the priest ; and
the priest shall take from it his handful, as

its memorial, and burn it on the altar, upon
the fire-offerings of the Lord: it is a .sin-

oflering.

13 And the priest shall make an atonement
for him concerning his sin that he hath com-
mitted in one of these, and it shall be for-

given unto him ; and it shall belong to the

priest, as the meat-offering.

14 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

15 If any person commit a trespass, and
sin through ignorance, against the holy things

of the Lord : then shall he bring as his tres-

pass-oflering imto the Lord a ram without

blemish out of the flocks, in value of two
shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanc-

tuary, for a trespass-offering.

1(3 And that, in which he hath sinned

against the holy thing, shall he pay, anil shall

add its fifth part thereto, and give it unto the

priest; and the priest shall make an atone-

ment for him with the ram of the trespass-

ofiering, and it shall l)e forgiven unto him.

17 ^1 And if any person sin, and conunit

anyone of the prohibitions of the Lord which
ought not to be done; and he know** not

whether he have incurred guilt, and so liear

his iniquity

:

"
r. e. It is probable that he has unawares committed ii

capital sin, without being certain whether it be so : /. <. that

both lawful and prohibited food had been before him.
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18 Then shall he luring a ram without
blemish out of the flocks, of the usual value,

for a trespass-oft'ering, unto the priest; and
the priest shall make an atonement for him
concerning his sin of ignorance, wherein he

hath erred and knoweth it not, and it shall

be forgiven unto him.

19 It is a trespass-oflering : he hath in tres-

passing trespassed against the Lord.'

20 ^f And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

21 If any person sin, and commit a tres-

pass against the Lord ; if he, namely, lie unto

his neighbour in that which was delivered

to him to keep, or in a loan, or in a thing

taken away by %aolence, or if he have vdih-

held the wages of his neighbour

;

22 Or if he have found something which

was lost, and lie concerning it, and swear

falsely; in any one of all these which a man
can do, to sin thereby

:

23 Then shall it be, when he hath sinned,

and is conscious of his guilt, that he shall re-

store what he hath taken violently away, or

the wages which he hath -snthheld, or that

which was delivered to him to keep, or the

lost thing which he hath found,*

21 Or any one thing about which he may
have sworn falsel}-; and he shall restore it in

its principal, and the fifth pai't thereof shall

he add thereto; unto him to whom it apper-

taineth shall he give it, on the day when he
confesseth his trespass.

25 And his trespass-offering shall he bring

unto the Lord, a ram without blemish out of

the flocks, of the usual value, for a trespass-

offering, unto the priest:

26 And the priest shall make an atone-

ment for him before the Lord, and it shall be

forgiven unto him, for any one thing of all

that he may have done to trespass thereby.

Ilaphtorah in Isaiah xliii. 21 to xliv. 23.

SECTION XXV. TZAV, IV.

CHAPTER VI.

1 Tl And the Lord spoke unto Moses,
saying.

' In the Eng. ver. the fifth chapter ends here.
^ Lit. " Upon the place of burning."
" t. e. The altar.

'' This word must be so understood : the meat-offering

is brought to the altar ; the greater part is given to the

2 Command Aaron and his sons, saving.

This is the law of the bunit-ofl'ering : It is

the burnt-ofl'ering, which shall be burning''

upon the altar all night unto the morning, and
the fire of the altar shall be burning on it."

3 And the priest shall jnit on his linen

garment, and linen breeches shall he put upon
his flesh, and he shall lift up the ashes which
the fire hath made by consuming the burnt-

offeiing on the altar, and he shall place them
beside the altar.

4 And he shall take off his gannents, and
put on other garments, and carry forth the

ashes to without the camp, unto a clean place.

5 And the fire upon the altar shall he

burning on it, it shall not be put out, and the

priest shall burn wood on it every morning;
and he shall lay in order upon it the burnt-

offering, and he shall bum thereon the fat of

the j5eace-oflerings.

6 A perpetual fire shall be burning upon
the altar; it shall not go out.

7 •[[ And this is the law of the meat-offering

:

(one of) the sons of Aaron shall bring it near

before the Lord, in front of the altar.

8 And he shall lift up from it his handful,

of the flour of the meat-offering, and of its oil,

and all the frankincense which is upon the

meat-offering, and he shall burn it upon the

altar, for a sweet savour, as its menrorial,''

unto the Lord.

9 And what is left thereof shall Aaron and
his sons eat : imleavened shall it be eaten in a

holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of

the congregation shall the}- cat it.

10 It shall not be baked leaven; as their

portion have I given it from my offerings

made by fire; it is most holy, as is the sin-

offering, and as is the trespass-offering.

11 All the males among the children of

Aaron shall eat of it, as a fixed portion for

ever in your generations from the fire-offer-

ings of the Lord: every one that touchcth

thereon shall be holy.*

12 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

13 This is the offering of Aaron and of his

sons, which they shall offer unto the Lord on
the day when he is anointed : the tenth part

priest ; but the portion offered on the altar is, as it were,

that which causeth the offerer to be remembered on high.

Philippson translates the word as " the part to praise

therewith."
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of an eplmh of fine Hour for a meat-offering I

perpetually; lialf of it in the morning, and

the other half of it in the evening.

14 In a pan, with oil, shall it be made, well

sodden" shalt thou bring it; twice baked, a

meat-offering of broken pieces, shalt thou offer

it for a sweet savour unto the Lord.

15 And the priest that shall be anointed

in his stead among his sons shall offer it : it

is a statute for ever, unto the Lord; it shall be

wholly burnt.

IG And every meat-offering of a priest

shall be wholly burnt, it shall not be eaten.

17 Tf And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

18 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, say-

ing. This is the law of the sin-offering : On the

place where the bumt-offering is killed shall

the sin-offering be killed before the Lord; it

is most holy.

19 The priest who maketh atonement with

its blood shall eat it : in a holy place shall it

be eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the

congregation.

20 Whatsoever may touch the flesh there-

of shall be holy: and if there should be

sprinkled any of its blood upon a garment,

whatever it hath been sprinkled on shalt thou

wash out in a holy place.

21 And any earthen vessel wherein it may-

have been boiled shall be broken : and if it

have been boiled in a copper vessel, it shall

be both scoured and rinsed with water.

22 Every male among the priests may eat

thereof: it is most holy.

23 And evei'y sin-offering whereof any of

the blood is brought into the tal^ernacle of the

congregation to make atonement therewith in

the holy place, shall not be eaten; it shall be

burnt in Are.

CHAPTER VII.

1 Tl And this is the law of the trespass-

offering: It is most holy.

2 On the place where they kill the burnt-

oflcring shall they kill the trespass-oflering

;

' So Ila.slii explains the word n33"iO " soildcn sufficient

in hot water;" after which it was baked in an oven, broken

in pieces, and baked again in the pan. Others explain

this term with " softened with oil." Hut this beinjj one

of the words which occur in but one passage, it is difficult

to state its precise signification.

' This is variouslj' explained, so as to agree with the
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and the blood thereof shall be sprinkled upon
the altar round about.

3 And all its fat shall be oflered up; the

rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards,

4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is

on them, which is on the flanks, and the mid-

riff above the liver, with the kidneys shall

he remove the same

:

5 And the priest shall burn them upon the

altar for an offering made by lire unto the

Lord; it is a trespass-offering.

G Every male among the priests may eat

thereof; in a holy j^lace shall it be eaten : it

is most holy.

7 As the sin-offering is, so is the trespass-

offering ; there is one law for them : the priest

that maketh atonement thercAvith, his shall

it be.

8 And the priest that offereth any man's

burnt-offering,—the skin of the burnt-offering

which he hath oflered shall belong to this

priest alone.

9 And every meat-offering that is baked in

the oven, and all that is dressed in the deep

pan, and in the flat pan, shall belong to the

priest that offereth it alone.''

10 And every meat-oftering which is min-

gled with oil, or dry, shall belong to all the

sons of Aaron, to one as much as the other."''

11 ^f And this is the law of the sacrifice

of peace-offering, which one may happen to

offer unto the Lord.

12 If he ofler it for a thanksgiving, then

shall he ofler with the sacrifice of thanksgiv-

ing unleavened cakes mingled Avith oil, and

unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and fine

flour, well sodden, made into cakes mingled

with oil.

13 Together Avith cakes of leavened bread

shall he bring his ofl'ering, Avitli the sacrifice

of his thanksgiving peace-ofl'oring.

14 And he shall ofler thereof one out of

every oblation for a heave-oflering unto the

Lord; to the priest that sprinkleth the blood

of the peace-oflering—to him shall it belong.

15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his

next verse. Fir.st, that it is the absolute property of (ho

officiating priest, to distribute it at his option among his

fellows; secondly, that it belongs to the family division

of the sacrificcr who may have the duties to perform on

the day of the sacrifice. Arnhcim and others render

verse 10, "Hut," &c., thus making a distinction between

the various kinds of sacrifices.
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thanksgiving peace-offoring shall he eaten the

same day that it is offered; he shall not leave

any of it until the morning.

16 But if the sacrifice of his offering be a
vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall bo eaten

the same day that he oflereth his sacrifice:

and on the morrow also shall what is left

thereof be eaten.

17 But what is left of the flesh of the sacri-

fice, on the third day shall it be burnt with
fire.

18 And if the intention" was to eat of the

flesh of the sacrifice of his peace-offering on
the third day, it shall not be fiivourably re-

ceived ; to him who offereth it shall it not be ac-

counted ; it shall be an abomination, and the

person that eateth of it shall bear his iniquity.

19 And the flesh, that toucheth on any
unclean thing, shall not be eaten, with fire

shall it be burnt : and as for the flesh, every

one that is clean may eat thereof

20 But the person that eateth the flesh of

the sacrifice of peace-offering, that pertaineth

unto the Lord, having his uncleanness upon
him, even that person shall be cut off from
his jjeople.

21 And any person that toucheth any un-

clean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or on
any unclean beast, or on any abominable un-

clean thing, and eateth of the flesh of the

sacrifice of peace-offering, which pertaineth

unto the Lord, even that person shall be cut

off from his people.

22 And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

23 Speak unto the children of Israel, say-

ing. Every manner of fat, of ox,"* or of sheep,

or of goat shall ye not eat.

24 And the fat of a beast that dieth of

itself, and the fat of that which is torn by
beasts, may be used for any manner of work,
but ye shall in no wise eat of it.

25 For whosoever eateth the fat of the

cattle, of which one can offer an offering made
by fire unto the Lord, even the person that

eateth it shall be cut off from his people.

26 Moreover ye shall eat no manner of

* After Rashi, in accordance with Zebachim, folio 28 a.

See also Wesseli's note to this verse, where he proves that

it would be incorrect to render "if any of the flesh, &c.

be eaten."
^ These are the species of which a sacrifice can be

brought; consequently, the fat of the deer-kind is per-

mitted.

blood, in any of your dwellings, whether it be
of fowl or of cattle."

27 Whatsoever person it be that eateth
any manner of blood, OAcn that person shall

be cut off from his people.

28 ][ And the IjORd spoke unto Moses,
saying,^

29 Speak unto the children of Israel, say-
ing. He thatoflereth the sacrifice of his pcace-
oflering unto the Lord shall bring his oblation
unto the Lord from the sacrifice of his peace-
oftering.

30 His own hands shall bring it, as the
fire-offerings of the Lord; the fat with the
breast shall he bring, the breast that it may
be waved for a wave-oflfering before the Lord.

31 And the priest shall burn the fat upon
the altar; but the breast shall belong to

Aaron and to his sons.

32 And the right shoulder shall ye give

unto the priest for a heave-oflfering, of the
sacrifices of your peace-offerings.

33 The one that ofiereth the blood of the
peace-offerings, and the fat, among the sons
of Aaron, shall have the right shoulder for

his part.

34 For the breast which hath been waved
and the shoulder which hath been lifted up
have I taken from the children of Israel from
the sacrifices of their peace-offerings; and I

have given them unto Aaron the priest and
unto his sons as a fixed portion** for ever from
the children of Israel.

35 This is the portion of the anointing" of

Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons, from
the fire-oflerings of the Lord, on the day
when he brouglit them near to become priests

unto the Lord;
36 Which the Lord commanded to give

mito them, on the day that he anointed them,
from the children of Israel, as a fixed portion

for ever throughout their generations.

37 This is the law of the burnt-offering, of

the meat-oftering, and of the sin-offering, and
of the trespass-offering, and of the consecra-

tion-offering, and of the sacrifice of the peace-

offering ;

° The blood, however, of all four-footed animals, as well

as of birds, is interdicted, without distinction, whether the

individual be fit for sacrifice or not.

'' The word pn, otherwise rendered "statute," is here

given, after Mendelssohn, with "fixed portion." (See

Genesis xlvii. 22.)
•

i'. e. Hb, in consequence of his being anointed.
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38 Which the Lord commanded Moses on
mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded
the chikh'en of Israel to offer their ohlations

unto the Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai.*

CHAPTER VIIL

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Take Aaron and his sons with him, and
the garments, and the anointing oil, and the

bullock for the sin-offering, and the two rams,

and the basket of unleavened bread

;

3 And all the congregation shalt thou as-

semble together unto the door of the taber-

nacle of the congregation.

4 And Moses did as the Lord had com-
raaiided him ; and the assembly came together

unto the door of the tabernacle of the con-

gregation.

5 And Moses said unto the congregation.

This is the thing which the Lord hath com-
manded to do.

6 And Moses brought near Aaron and his

sons, and washed them with water.

7 And he put upon him the coat, and
girded him with the girdle, and clothed him
with the robe, and put upon him the ephod,

and he girded him with the belt of the ephod,

and bound it unto him therewith.

8 And he put on him the breastplate; and
he put in the breastplate the Urim and the

Thummim.
I) And he put the mitre upon his head;

and he placed upon the mitre, toward the

front thereof, the golden plate, the holy

crown; as the Lord had commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anointing oil, and
anointed the tabernacle and all that was
therein, and sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the

altar seven times; and he anointed the altar

and all its vessels, also the laver and its foot,

to sanctify them.

12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon
Aaron's head, and he anointed him, to sanc-

tify him.

' This is the manner in which Arnhcira and Wesseli

explain onv/'^ used hero and in verses 19 and 23, it hav-

ing in all those instanecs a disjunctive accent. Mcudcls-
sobn, however, after Torath Kohanim, both translates

"and Moses slow and took the blood," and comments that

probably during the week of consecration the killing of
the sacrifices was required to be done by Moses, perhaps
to show the people the manner of killing the same, as
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13 And Moses brought near the sons of

Aaron, and clothed them with coats, and
girded them with girdles, and bound the bon-

nets on them; as the Lord had commanded
Moses.*

14 And he brought near the bullock of the

sin-offering: and Aaron and his sons laid

their hands ujiou the head of the bullock of

the sin-offering.

15 And some one" slew him; and Moses
took the blood, and put it upon the horns of

the altar round about with his finger, and
purified the altar, and the (remaining) blood

he poured out at the bottom of the altar, and
sanctified it, to make henceforth atonement
upon it.

16 And he took all the fat that was upon
the inwards, and the midriff of the Uver, and
the two kidne3S, and their fat, and Moses
burnt them upon the altar.

17 But the bullock, and his hide, and his

flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire with-

out the camp; as the Lord had commanded
Moses.

18 And he brought near the ram of the

burnt-offering; and Aaron and his sons laid

their hands upon the head of the ram.

19 And some one killed him; and Moses
sprinkled the blood upon the altar round
about.

20 And the ram he'' cut into the proper

pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the

pieces, and the fat.

21 And he washed the inwards and the

legs in water; and Moses burnt the whole

ram upon the altar : it was a burnt-sacrifice

for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire

unto the Lord; as the Lord had commanded
Moses.*

22 And he brought near the other ram,

the ram of consecration; and Aaron and his

sons laid their hands upon the head of the

ram.

23 And some one slew him; and Moses
took some of his blood, and put it upon the

tip of Aaron's right ear, and upon the thumb

he performed all the other duties of the service to show
them all the laws thereof.

"> Wcs.soli and Arnheini remark that the cutting up
and the washing of the sacrifice wore probably performed

by another person, as above, verse 15; as they do not

properly belong to the act of sacrificing, and could there-

fore be done by a person not connected with the priest-

hood.
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of his right hand, and upon the great toe of
his right foot.

24 And he brought near Aaron's sons, and
Moses put some of the blood upon the tijj of

their right ear, and upon the thumb of their

right hand, and upon the great toe of their

right foot; and Moses sprinkled the blood

upon the altar round about.

25 And he took the fat, and the rump,
and all the fat that was upon the inwards,

and the midrifi' of the liver, and the two kid-

neys, and their fat, and the right shoulder;

26 And out of the basket of unleavened
bread, that was before the Lord," he took one
unleavened cake, and one cake of oiled bread,

and one wafer, and he put them on the fat,

and upon the right shoulder:

27 And he placed the whole upon the

hands of Aaron, and upon the hands of his

sons, and made with them a waving before

the Lord.

28 And Moses then took these things from
off their hands, and burnt them on the altar

upon the burnt^offering : they were a conse-

cration-offering for a sweet savour, a fire-offer-

ing were they unto the Lord.

29 And Moses took the breast, and made
|

therewith a Avaving before the Lord; from
the ram of consecration was it given to Moses
as his portion; as the Lord had commanded
Moses.*

30 And Moses took some of the anointing

oil, and of the blood which was upon the

altar, and sprinkled the same upon Aaron,
and upon his garments, and upon his sons,

and upon the garments of his sons with him

;

and he sanctified Aai'on, his garments, and
his sons, and the garments of his sons with
him.

31 And Moses said unto Aaron and to his

sons, Boil ye the flesh at the door of the
tabei-nacle of the congregation; and there
shall ye eat it with the bread that is in the
basket of the consecration; as I have com-
manded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall

eat it.

32 And that which is left of the flesh and
of the bread shall ye burn with fire.*

33 And from the door of the tabernacle of

" Meaning, the basket which had been placed near the

altar, as by this means it was more in the presence of God
than in any other place.

^ Lit. "Shall he (the consecrator) fill your hand."

the congregation shall ye not go forth seven
days, until the days of your consecration be
at an end; for seven days shall your conse-
cration last.*"

34 As they have done this day, so hath
the Lord commanded to do farther, to make
an atonement for you.

35 And at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation shall ye abide day and night
seven days, and keep the charge of the Lord,
that ye die not; for so have I been com-
manded.

36 And Aaron and his sons did all the
tilings which the Lord had commanded by
the hand of Moses.

Haphtorah in Jeremiah vii. 21 to viii. 3 and ix. 22, 23.

SECTION XXVI. SHEMINEE, TOtJ'.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And it came to pass on the eighth day
that Moses called Aaron and his sons, and
the elders of Israel

;

2 And he said unto Aaron, Take unto thy-

self a young calf° for a sin-offering, and a ram
for a burnt-offering, without blemish, and
brmg them near before the Lord.

3 And unto the children of Israel shalt

thou speak, saying, Take ye a he-goat for a
sin-offering; and a calf and a sheep, both of
the first year, without blemish, for a burnt-

offering
;

4 Also a bullock and a ram for jieace-offer-

ings, to sacrifice before the Lord, and a meat-
oflering mingled Avith oil; for this day the
Lord will appear unto you.

5 And they brought that which Moses had
commanded before the tabernacle of the con-

gregation : and all the congregation drew near
and stood before the Lord.

6 And Moses said, This thing which the
Lord hath commanded shall ye do : and then
will the glory of the Lord appear unto j^ou.

7 And Moses said unto Aaron, Draw near
unto the altar, and prepare thy sin-offei'ing,

and thy burnt-offering, and make an atone-

ment for thyself, and for the people ; and pre-

pare the offering of the people, and make an

' This phrase lp3 p Sj;' is said to moan a steer of two
years, so likewise "ram" signifies one two years old; but
when the words hi)f and a^D "calf" and "sheep" aro

used, they mean animals one year old.

127



LEVITICUS IX. X. SIIEMINEE.

atonement for them; as the Lord hath com-

manded.
8 And Aaron drew near nnto the altar;

and he slew the calf of the sin-offering, which

wa.s for himself.

9 And the sons of Aaron brought the

blood unto him ; and he dipped his finger in

the blood, and put it upon the horns of the

altar; and the (remaining) blood he poured

out at the bottom of the altar

10 And the fat, and the kidneys, and the

midrifi' from the liver of the sin-offering, he

burnt upon the altar; as the Lord had com-

manded Moses.

11 And the flesh and the hide he burnt

with fire without the camp.

12 And he slew the burnt-offering; and

the sons of Aaron presented unto him the

blood, and he sprinkled it upon the altar

round about.

13 And the burnt-offering they presented

unto him, in its proper pieces, together with

the head: and he burnt them upon the

altar.

14 And he washed the inwards and the

legs; and he burnt them upon the burnt-

offering on the altar.

15 And he brought near the people's offer-

ing ; and he took the goat of the sin-offering

which belonged to the people, and slew it,

and made atonement* with its blood, as the

first.

16 And he brought near the burnt-offering,

and offered it according to the prescribed

manner.*
17 And he brought near the meat-offering,

and he filled his hand thereof, and burnt it

upon the altar, beside the burnt-sacrifice of

the morning.

18 lie slew also the bullock and the ram,

the sacrifice of i)eace-oflering which belonged

to the people: and the sons of Aaron pre-

sented unto him the blood, and he sprinkled

it upon the altar round al)Out,

11) Also the fat of tlie bullock, and of the

ram, the rump, and that which covereth the

' Onkclos thus renders inxtarri, and views it as express-

ing that the priest made of it a sin-offering by sprin-

kling the blood : the word hlixnl, however, is not in the

text, and is merely understood. So also above, vi. 19,

and elsewhere.
' The guilt of the sons of Aaron (more correctly Aha-

ron) evidently eon.sisted in their bringing incense upon a

censer which had not been commanded, as it was merely
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inwards, and the kidneys, and the midriff of
the liver;

20 And they put these pieces of fat upon
the breasts, and he burnt the fat upon the

altar;

21 And with the breasts and the right

shoulder Aaron made a waving before the

Lord; as Moses had commanded.
22 And Aaron lifted up his hands toward

the people, and blessed them ; and came down
after he had ofl'ered the sin-offering, and the

burnt-oflering, and peace-offerings.

23 And Moses and Aaron went into the

tabernacle of the congregation, and came then

out, and blessed the people : and the glory of

the Lord appeared unto all the people. '•

24 And there came forth a fire from before

the Lord, and consumed upon the altar the

burnt-offering and the fat; and when all the

people saw this, they shouted, and fell on
their faces.

CHAPTER X.

1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of

Aaron, took each his censer, and they put

therein fire, and put thereon incense: and
they brought near before the Lord a strange

fire,*" which he had not commanded them.

2 And there went out a fire from before

the Lord, and consumed them, and they died

before the Lord.

3 Then said Moses unto Aaron, This is

what the Lord hath spoken, saying. On those

Avho are near unto me will I be sanctified,

and before all the people will I be glorified;

and Aaron held his peace.

4 And Moses called imto Mishael and El-

zaphan, the sons of 'Uzziel, the uncle of Aaron,

and said unto them. Come near, carry your

jjrethren from before the sanctuary to without

the camp.
5 And they came near, and carried thena

in their coats to without the camp; as Moses
had spoken.

C And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto

Elazar and inito Ithaniar, his sons. The hair

to be sacriflccd on the altar which was within the sanc-

tuary, and then but twice every daj-. And while they

were engaged in this unacceptable ministry, they were

slain in the tabernacle by the my.sterious fire. The
words "consumed them" must, however, be understood,

not as a perfect burning, but as merely enough to cause

death, or else they could not have been carried forth to be

buried in their garments.
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of your head you shall not let grow long, and
your garments you sliall not rend, that ye
die not, and that he be not wroth upon the

whole congregation; but your lirethren, the

whole house of Israel, may bewail the burn-

ing which the Lord hath kindled.

7 And from the door of the tabernacle of

the congregation shall }e not go out, lest ye
die; for the anointing oil of the Lord is upon
you; and they did according to the word of

Moses.

8 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Aaron,

saying,

9 Wine or strong drink" shalt thou not

drink, neither thou, nor thy sons with thee,

when ye go in unto the tabernacle of the con-

gregation, lest ye die : it shall be a statute for

ever throughout your generations.

10 So that ye may be able to distinguish

between holy and unholy, and between the

unclean and the clean

;

11 And that ye may be able to teach the

children of Israel all the statutes which the

Lord hath spoken unto them by the hand of

Moses.*

12 ^ And Moses spoke unto Aaron, and
unto Elazar and unto Ithamar his sons, that

were left, Take ye the meat-offering that is

left of the fire-offerings of the Lord, and eat

it unleavened beside the altar ; for it is most
holy.

13 And ye shall eat it in a holy place, be-

cause it is thy fixed portion, and the fixed

portion of thy sons, from the fire-offerings of

the Lord; for so have I been commanded.
14 And the bi'east which hath been waved

and the shoulder which hath been lifted up,

shall ye eat in a clean place, thou, and thy
sons, and thy daughters with thee ; for as thy
fixed portion, and the fixed portion of thy
sons, have they been given from the sacrifices

of peace-offerings of the children of Israel.

15 The shoulder which is waved and the

* From the fact that this section follows immediately
the one containing the death of Aaron's sons, it was the
opinion of R^ibbi Ishmacl, that they had entered the sanc-

tuary in a state of drunkenness; be this as it may, it is an
energetic prohibition against the use of any intoxicating

drink, by priests or judges, before they engage in their

solemn duties.

*" Aaron no doubt meant to exhibit to Moses, that as he
had not enumerated the sin-oflfering among the things to be
eaten, (verse 12,) it would have been wrong for him to cat

thereof, while his sons were yet unburicd ; and he there-

fore had it burnt, as it cou!d not lawfully be kept till the
R

wave which is lifted up, shall they bring, with
the fat of the fire-offering, to make therewith

a Avaving before the Lord; and then shall it

be thine, and thy sons with thee, as a fixed

portion for ever; as the Lord hath com-
manded.'='

10 And the goat of the sin-offering Moses
sought diligently, and behold, it was burnt:

and he was angry with Elazar and Ithamar,

the sons of Aaron who had been left, and
said,

17 Wherefore have je not eaten the sin-

offering in the holy place, seeuig that it is

most holy, and that he hath given it to you
to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to

make atonement for them before the Lord ?

18 Behold, its blood was not brought with-

in the holy place : ye should then have eaten

it in the holy place, as I commanded.
19 And Aaron spoke unto Moses, Behold,

this day have they offered their sin-offering,

and their burnt-oflering before the Lord; and
things as these have befallen me: and if I had
eaten the sin-offering to-day,'' would it have
been pleasing in the eyes of the Lord ?

20 And Avhen Moses heai'd this, it was
pleasing in his eyes.*

CHAPTER XL
1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and

to Aaron, saying unto them,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,

These ai'e the beasts which ye may eat among
all the beasts" that are on the earth.

3 Whatsoever divideth the hoof, and is

cloven-footed, and cheweth the cud, among
the beasts, that may ye eat.

4 But these shall ye not eat, of those that

chew the cud, or of tho.se that divide the

hoof: the camel ; because he cheweth the cud,

but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto

you.

5 And the cony; because he cheweth the

next day. And though he had concluded wrongly, still

Moses was satisfied ; as ho had acted from pure intentions.

—After Wes.seli.
° T\:^7\2 in this and subsequent verses is rendered by

Amheim " fourfooted," i. e. animals. Usually it is given

with " cattle," that is, the domestic ones, in opposition to

rrn "the beast" which roams wild. But as "beast" in

English includes both the wild and domestic animal, the

word has been used to express both rrn and mn3, from

the difficulty of translating them always with the proper

synonyme.
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cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean

unto you.

G And the hare; because he cheweth the

cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean

unto you.

7 And the swine; because he divideth the

hoof, and is cloven-footed, but he cheweth not

the cud ; he is unclean unto you.

8 Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their

carcass shall ye not touch ; they are unclean

unto you.

9 These may ye eat, of all that are in the

waters : All that have fins and scales in the

waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them
may ye eat.

10 But all that have not fins and scales in

the seas, and in the rivers, of whatever mov-
cth in the waters, and of any living thing

which is in the waters, shall be an ajjominar

tion unto you

:

11 And an abomination shall they remain

unto you; of their flesh shall ye not eat,

and their carcasses ye shall have in abominar

tion.

12 Whatsoever hath not fins and scales in

the waters, shall be an abomination unto

you.

13 And these shall ye have in abomination

among the fowls; they shall not be eaten,

they are an abomination : The eagle," and the

ossifrage, and the osprey,

14 And the vulture, and the kite after his

kind

;

15 Every raven after his kind;

IG And the ostrich, and the night-hawk,

and the cuckoo, and the hawk after his

kind

;

17 And the little owl, and the cormorant,

and the great owl,

18 And the swan, and the pelican, and the

gier-eagle,

19 And the stork, the heron after his kind,

and the lapwing, and the bat.

20 All flying insects that walk upon four

feet, shall be an aljomination unto you.

21 Yet these may ye cat, among all the

* The meaning of some of the birds' names, like that of

the stones in the breastplate, are of very uncertain signi-

fication. (Sec also Deut. xiv. 1'2-lS.)
'' All these arc species of the locust—the particular

kinds arc not known ; hence they arc left untranslated, as

has been done by Mendelssohn and Arnhcim. The same
uncertainty prevails concerning the animals mentioned in

verses 30 and 31.
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flying insects that walk on four feet, which
have spring-legs al)ove their feet, to leap

there'vvith upon the earth.

22 These of them may ye cat : The locu.st

after its kind, and the solam'' after its kind,

and the chargol after its kind, and the chagab
after its kind.

23 But all flying insects, which have four

feet, shall be an abomination unto you;
24 And through these shall ye be rendered

unclean : whosoever toucheth the carcass of

them shall be unclean until the evening;

25 And whosoever beareth aught of their

carcass shall wash his clothes, and be unclean

until the evening.

2G Every species of beast,*^ which divideth

the hoof and is not cloven-footed nor cheweth
the cud, is miclean unto j'ou : every one that

toucheth the same .shall be imclean.

27 And all that walk upon their paws,

among all manner of beasts that walk on four

feet, are unclean unto you ; Avhosoever touch-

eth their carcass shall be unclean until the

evening.

28 And he that beareth their carcass shall

wash his clothes, and be unclean vmtil the

evening : unclean shall they be unto you.

29
^i
And these shall be unclean unto you

among the creeping things that creep upon
the earth : the weasel, and the mouse, and the

tortoise after its kind,

30 And the hedgehog, and the chame-
leon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the

mole.

31 These shall be unclean to 30U among
all that creci^: whosoever doth touch them,

when they are dead, shall be unclean until

the evening.

32 And every thing upon which any jiart

of them, when they are dead, doth fiill, shall

be unclean ; Avhether it be any vessel of wood,

or raiment, or skin, or sack, every ves.sel

wherewith any work can be done, nuist be put

into water, and it shall be unclean until the

evening, when it shall be clean.*

33 And every earthen vessel whereinto

° In this the prohibition is rendered general, that any
animal which has a hoof that is not divided through,

though it be partiiilly split, shall bo unclean. The touch-

ing to render man unclean, refers to tlie carcass, not the

living animal, as appears from the whole tenor of tlie pre-

cept given here with regard to uncleanness arising from

touching uiicle.m animals. Verse 27 interdicts all animals

that have neither mark of cleanness before given.
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any part of them falleth, whatsoever is in it

shall be unclean ; and itself shall ye break.

. 34 All kinds of food which may be eaten,"

on which water cometh, shall be unclean : and
all drink that may be drunk, shall be render-

ed unclean in every vessel.

35 And every thing whereupon any part

of their carcass falleth, shall be unclean ; an

oven,*" or ranges for pots, shall be broken

down, they are unclean; and unclean shall

they be unto you.

3G Nevertheless, a fountain, or pit, rcceptar

cles for water, shall be clean ;" but he'' that

toucheth their carcass shall be unclean.

37 And if any part of their carcass fall

upon any somng-seed which hath been" sown,

it shall be clean.

38 But if any water be put upon the seed,

and any part of their carcass fall thereon, it

shall be unclean unto you.

39 T[ And if any cattle die, which is allow-

ed to you as food : he that toucheth its car-

cass shall be unclean until the evening.

40 And he that eateth of its carcass shall

wash his clothes, and be unclean until the

evening ; he also that beareth its carcass shall

wash his clothes, and be unclean until the

evening.

41 And every creepuig thing that creepeth

upon the earth is an abomination, it shall not

be eaten.

42 Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and
whatsoever goeth upon four feet, down to

whatsoever hath many feet among all creep-

ing things that creep upon the earth, shall ye

not eat ; for they are an abomination.

43 Ye shall not make yourselves abomina-

ble mth any creeping thing that creepeth;

and ye shall not make yourselves unclean

\di\\ them, that ye should be defiled thereby.

44 For I am the Lord your God; ye shall

therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be

holy ; for I am holy : neither shall ye make
yourselves unclean with any manner of creep-

ing thing that creepeth upon the earth.*

45 For I am the Lord that have brought

you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your

' " This refers to the preceding verse ; whatever food

on -which water has been put, as also all manner of drink

which shall happen to be in the unclean vessel, shall be

rendered unclean."—ILvsm.
' Tradition defines these to mean movable earthen

ovens and ranges.

God; ye shall therefore Ix; holy, for 1 am
holy.

46 This is the law of the beasts, and ol

the fowl, and of every livmg creature that

moveth in the waters, and of every creature

that creepeth u2)on the earth

:

47 To distinguish between the unclean and

the clean, and between the beast that may be

eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

Ilaphtorah in 2 Samuel vi. 1 to 19. The Germans read to

vii. 3, and the Italians to verse 17.

SECTION XXVII. TAZREEANG, V''\^r\.

CHAPTER XII.

1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saymg,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,

K a woman have conceived seed, and bom a

male child : then shall she be unclean seven

days, even as in the days of the separation

for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

3 And on the eighth day shall the flesh of

his foreskin be circumcised.

4 And thirty and three days shall she then

continue in the blood of her purification ; any

thmg hallowed shall she not touch, and into

the sanctuary shall she not come, imtil the

days of her purification be at an end.

5 But if she bear a female child, then shall

she be unclean two weeks, as in her separa-

tion; and sixty and six daj's shall she con-

tinue in the blood of the purification.

G And at the completion of the days of her

purification, for a son, or for a daughter, she

shall bring a sheep of the first year for a

burnt-oftering, and a young pigeon, or a

turtle-dove, for a sin-oflering, imto the door

of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the

priest.

7 And he shall bring it near before the

Lord, and make an atonement for her, and

she shall be cleansed from the issue of her

blood; tliis is the law for her that hath given

birth to a male or to a female.

8 And if her means will not suffice for a

° " Even should a carcass lie therein."

—

Arnheim.
•^ " Though lie be at the time in a fountain or pit of

water."

—

Kasiii.
• " In a way that it can be sown in a dry state."

—

Jonathan.
131
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lamb, tlien shall she take two turtle-doves, or

two young pigeons, the one for a burnt^

ofiering, and the other for a sin-offering; and

the priest shall make an atonement for her,

and she shall be clean.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, sajdng,

2 If a man shall have in the skin of his

flesh a swelling," a rising, or a bright spot,

and it might become'' in the skin of his flesh

the plague of leprosy : then shall he be brought

unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons

the priests.

3 And if the priest shall see the plague

in the skin of the flesh, and the hair in the

plague be turned white, and the appearance of

the plague be deeper than the skin of his

flesh : it is a plague of leprosy ; and (so soon

as) the priest shall see him, he shall pro-

nounce him unclean.

4 But if it be a white bright spot in the

skin of his flesh, and its appearance be not

deeper than the skin, and the hair be not

turned white : then shall the priest shut up
the plague seven days.

5 And the priest shall see him on the

seventh day; and, behold, if the plague have
remained unchanged in its appearance, the

plague have not spread in the skin : then shall

the priest shut him up seven days more.*

6 And the priest shall see him again on

the seventh day; and, behold, if the plague

be somewhat pale, and the plague have not

spread in the skin : then shall the priest pro-

nounce him clean ; it is a rising, and he shall

wash his clothes, and be clean.

7 But if the rising should spread abroad in

the skin, after he hath been seen by the priest

for his cleansing, he shall be seen again by
the priest.

I
8 And if the priest see that, behold, the

' rising have spread abroad in the skin, then
Ij shall the px'iest pronounce him unclean : it is

! leprosy.

9 ^f If the plague of leprosy happen to be
on a man, then shall he be Ijrought unto the
priest;

10 And the priest shall see, and, behold, if

there be a white swelling in the skin, and the

hair in it have turned Avhite, or" there be a
trace of healthy'* flesh in the swelling

:

11 It is an inveterate leprosy in the skin

of his flesh, and the jjriest shall pronounce
him unclean ; he shall not shut him up, for he
is unclean.

12 And if the leprosy break out abroad in the

skin, and the leprosy cover all the skin of (him
that hath) the plague from his head even to

the feet, so far as the eyes of the priest can see

:

13 If now the priest should see, that, be-

hold, the lei)rosy have covered all his flesh,

he shall pronounce the plague clean; it is all

turned white, he is clean.

14 But on the day that health}' flesh ap-

peareth therein, he shall be unclean.

15 And the priest shall see the healthy

flesh, and pronounce him to be unclean ; the

healthy flesh is unclean, it is the leprosj-.

16 Or if the healthy flesh turn again, and
be changed unto white, he shall come unto

the priest

;

17 And if the priest see him, and, behold,

the plague be turned into white : then shall

the priest pronounce the plague" clean, he is

clean."''

18 Tl And if there be a person who hath had
in his skin an inflammation, and hath been

healed,

19 And if there be on the jjlace of the in-

flammation a Avhite swelling, or a white and
dark red' bright spot, he shall be shown to

the priest;

This is according to the version of Mendelssohn.

Arnheim renders ririDD " tetter," or a tetter-like affection.

Jonathan gives it with 'iji'^p" peeling," "scale," or "scab."

Philippson translates rixt? simply with " spot," and com-

ments that this is the first symptom of leprosy : this view

explains quite naturally the " depression" spoken of in

the next verse.

^ Both Mendelssohn and Arnheim translate rrni as

here given : it means then, that so soon as there is an ap-

pearance which might terminate in leprosy, the patient

shall be brought to the priest for inspection.
° Tradition requires us to render "or," as Mendelssohn

docs. Arnheim and others give it with "and."

* Others translate this with "raw flesh."

° "Plague" stands for "him who hath the plague."
' This version of " dark red" is after Mendelssohn, who

views after the llabbins, Dioix and pipT as the inten-

sives of oiN and pT, therefore "dark red, dark green."

The verse should then be explained, that there be upon
the place where a wound or a sore has been in the skin a

swelling or spot not decidedly white, but intermingled

with dark red streaks, which peculiar appearance i.s a dis-

tinctive mark of Icpro.sy, not of a .«carof the wound, if the

other signs, the depression of the skin and the white hair,

should be present. The same is the case with the next

section.
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20 And if the priest see, and, behold, its

appearance be lower than the skin, and the

hair thereof have been turned white : then
shall the priest pronounce him unclean, it is

the plague of leprosy broken out m the in-

flammation.

21 But if the priest see it, and, behold,

there be no white hair therein, and if it be

not lower than the skin, and it be pale:

then shall the priest shut him up seven da3-s.

22 And if it now spread abroad in the

skin, then shall the priest pronounce him un-

clean: it is the jDlague (of leprosy).

23 But if the bright spot remain in its

place, and sj^read not, it is a scar of the in-

flammation; and the priest shall pronounce

him clean.*

24 Tl Or if there be a person in whose skin

there is a place burnt by fire, and the mark
of the burning become a bright spot, white

and dark red, or white;

25 And if the priest see it, and, behold,

the hair in the bright spot have been turned

white, and its appearance be deejjer than the

skin: it is leprosy, broken out in the fire-

wound; and the priest shall pronounce him
unclean, it is.the plague of leprosy.

26 But if the priest see it, and, behold,

there be in the bright spot no white hair,

and it be not lower than the skin, and it be

pale : then shall the priest shut liim up seven

days.

27 And the priest shall see him on the

seventh day ; if now it have spread abroad in

the skin, then shall the priest pronounce him
unclean : it is the plague of leprosy.

28 And if the bright spot remain in its

place, (and) it have not spread abroad in the

skin, and it be pale : it is a swelling of the

fire-wound; and the priest shall pronounce

him clean ; for it is a scar of the fire-wound.*

29 Tl And if there be a man or woman
on whom there arise a plague, on the head or

on the beard;

30 Then shall the priest see the plague;

and, behold, if its appearance be deeper than
the skin, and there be in it a yellow thin

liair: then shall the priest pronounce him
unclean, it is a dry scall, it is the leprosy of

the head or of the beard.

31 And if the priest see the plague of the

* The spreading of the disorder being a sign of unclean-

ness, it is equally so whether it happen during the time

scall, and, behold, its appearance be not

deeper than the skin, and there be no black

hair in it : then shall the priest shut u-p the

plague of the scall seven days.

32 And the priest shall see the plague on
the seventh day; and, behold, if the scall

have not spread, and there be in it no yellow
hair, and the appearance of the scall be not
deeper than the skin

:

33 Then shall he be shaved, but the scall

he shall not shave ; and the priest shall shut
up the scall seven days more.

34 And the priest shall see the scall on the
seventh day; and, behold, if the scall have
not spread in the skin, and its appearance be
not deeper than the skin: then shall the
priest pronounce him clean, and he shall wash
his clothes, and be clean.

35 But if the scall should spread" in the

skin after his being pronounced clean

:

36 Then shall the priest see him ; and, be-

hold, if the scall have spread in the skin, the

priest shall not seek for the yellow hair; he
is unclean.

37 But if the scall have remained sta-

tionary in its colour, and black hair have
grown up therein : the scall is then healed, he
is clean ; and the i^riest shall pronounce him
clean.

38 ^ And if there be a man or a woman
having in the skin of their flesh bright sj^ois,

white bright spots;

39 And if the priest do see, and, behold,

there are in the skin of their flesh bright

spots, pale and white : it is a freckly eruption

grown in the skin; he is clean.*

40 ^ And if there be a man Avhose hair of

the head fall oft', he is a bald head; he is

clean.

41 And if from the side of his face his hair

fall ofi", he is forehead-bald; he is clean.

42 But if there be on the bald head, or the

bald forehead, an eruption, white and dark

red : it is the leprosy sprung up on his bald

head, or his bald forehead.

43 And the priest shall see him; and, be-

hold, if the swelling of the eruption be white

and dark red on his bald head, or on his bald

forehead, like the appearance of the leprosy

on the (other parts of the) skin of tlie flesh

:

44 He is a leprous man, he is unclean;

that the leper is shut up, and before the decision of the

priest, or after he has pronounced him clean.
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the priest shall pronounce him unclean; his

plague is on his head.

45 And the leper on whom the plague is,

his clothes shall be reut, and his head shall

be bare,' and he shall cover himself up to his

upper lip, and. Unclean, unclean, shall he

call out.

46 All the days whereon the plague which

rendereth unclean is on him, he shall be un-

clean; alone shall he dwell; without the

camp shall his habitation be.

47 T[ And if there be a garment on which

there arise a plague of leprosy, Avhether it

be on a woollen garment, or on a Imen gar-

ment;
48 Whether it be on the warp,'' or on the

woof; of linen, or of w^oollen ; whether on a

skin, or on any thing made of skin

;

49 And the plague be dark greei\or dark

red, on the garment, or on the skin, or on

the warp, or on the woof, or on any article

made of skin : it is the plague of leprosy ; and

it shall be shown unto the pi'iest.

50 And the priest shall see the plague, and

shut up the plague seven days.

51 And if he see the plague on the seventh

day, that the plague have spread in the gar-

ment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or

in the skin, or in any article that is made of

skin ; the plague is a corroding'' leprosy ; it is

unclean.

52 And he shall then burn that garment,

whether warp or woof, in woollen or in linen,

or any article of skin, whereon the plague is

;

for it is a corroding leprosy, in fire shall it be

burnt.

53 And if the priest shall see, and, behold,

the plague have not spread on the garment,

either on the warp, or on the woof, or on any

article of skin

:

54 Then shall the priest command that

Ihey Avash the thing whereon the plague is,

luid he shall shut it up seven days more.===

55 And if. the priest see, after the plague

' "He shall let his hair grow long."

—

Rashi. And
after this manner ing ha.s been rendered above, x. 6;

pcrhajjs this word includes botii ideas.

' I'hilippson renders "plain woven or twilled stuff of

linen or wool."
" In verse 49 the words "it is the plague of leprosy"

arc used, without its being thereby decided whether

the garment, &c., be unclean or not, which is not tlie

case with human beings who arc unclean, when the

leprosy is evident. Garments, however, need to be

affected with a leprosy rnxon or nnna "corrosion" or
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hath been wa.shed, and, behold, the plague
have not changed its colour, and tlie plague
have not spread: it is imclean, in fire shalt

thou burn it; it is a decay on its inside or on
its outside.

50 And if the priest see, and, behold, the

plague have become pale after its having been
washed: then shall he tear it out from the

garment, or from the skin, or from the warp,
or from the woof '="

57 And if it appear again on the garment,
either on the warp, or on the woof, or on any
instrument of skin: it is a growing plague;

with fire shalt thou burn that whereon the

plague is.

58 And the garment, either the waqj or

the woof, or every instrument of skin, which
thou shalt wash, and the plague depart there-

from, shall be washed the second time, when
it shall be clean.

59 This is the law of the plague of leprosy

on a garment of woollen or of linen, either in

the warp, or the woof, or any article of skin,

to pronounce it clean, or unclean.

llaphtorah in 2 Kings iv. 42 to v. 19.

SECTION XXVIII. METZORANG, inVO.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 This shall Ije the law of the leper on the

day of his being cleansed : He shall be brought

unto the priest.

3 And the priest .shall go forth'' to with-

out the camp ; and if the priest see, and, be-

hold, the plague of leprosy be healed on the

leper

:

4 Then shall the priest command to take

for him that is to be cleansed two healthy,

clean birds," and cedar wood, and a string of

scarlet varn, and hyssop.

5 And the priest shall command that one

decay," before they can bo pronounced unclean.—After

Akniieim.
'' The bringing before the priest, in the preceding verse,

is explained in this, that he is to go out of the camp to

the dwelling of the leper, to satisfy himself whether or not

the leper can return unto the camp after the nest prc-

.seribcd ceremonies have been jierfornicd.

' Clean birds, means those wliich are permitted to bo

eaten, consequently none of the prohibited kinds could be

taken, nvn is rendered here, "healthy," but not "living,"

in accordance with tradition. (See also Exodus i. 19.)
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of the birds l)e killed in an earthen vessel

over running Avater.

6 As for the living bird, he shall take it,

and the cedar wood, and the string of scarlet

yarn, and the hyssop, and he shall dip these

and the living bird into the blood of the bird

that was killed over the running water:

7 And he shall sprinkle njion him that is

to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times;

and when he hath cleansed him, he shall let

the living bird tly forth into the open field.

8 And he that is to be cleansed shall wash
his clothes, and shave oft" all his hair, and
wash himself in water, and he shall be clean,

and after that he may come mto the camp;
l)ut he shall tarrv outside of his tent seven days.

9 And it shall be on the seventh day, that

he sliall shave oft' all his hair, his head, and
liis beard, and his eyebrows, even all his hair

shall he shave oft': and he shall wash his

clothes, he shall also wash his flesh" in Avater,

when he shall be clean.

10 And on the eighth day he shall take

two sheep without blemish, and one ewe of

the first year without blemish, and three-

tenth parts of fine flour for a meat-offering,

mingled with oil, and one log of oil.

11 And the priest who cleanseth shall

cause the man that is to be made clean, and
these things, to stand before the Lord, at the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation

:

12 And the priest shall take the one sheep,

and offer the same for a trespass-offering, with
the log of oil ; and he shall make with them
a waving before the Lord.*

13 And he shall slay the sheep on the

place where the sin-offering and the bunit-

offering are killed, in the holy place; for as

the sin-offering"' so doth the tresjiass-offering

belong to the priest : it is most holy.

14 And the priest shall take some of the

blood of the trespass-offering; and the priest

shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of

him that is to be cleansed, and upon the

thuml) of his right hand, and upon the great

toe of his right foot.

15 And the priest shall take some of the

log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his

own left hand.

* This phrase, used here and elsewhere, means simply
"to bathe the whole body at once."

• "' This is explained thus : As the blood of the sin-offer-

ing must be sprinkled, and the fat thereof be burnt upon

16 And the priest shall dip his finger of

the right hand in the oil that is in his left

hand, and he shall sprinkle of the oil with his

finger seven times before the Lord.

17 And of the rest of the oil that is in his

hand shall the priest put uj)on the tip of the

right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon
the great toe of his right loot, upon the blood

of the trespass-offering.

18 And what is left of the oil that is in the

priest's hand, he shall put upon the head of

him that is to be cleansed: and the priest

shall (thus) make an atonement for him be-

fore the Lord.

19 And the priest shall prepare the sin-

oft'ering, and make an atonement for him that

is to be cleansed from his uncleanness; and
afterward shall he kill the burnt-offering

:

20 And the j^riest shall ofler the bunit-

offering and the meat-oftering upon the altar;

and the priest shall (thus) make aii atonement
for him, and he shall be clean.*

21 ^[ But if he be poor, and his means do

not suffice, then shall he take one sheep for a

trespass-offering to be waved, to make an

atonement for him ; and one-tenth part of fine

flour mingled with oil for a meat-offering, and
a log of oil

;

22 And two turtle-doves, or two young
pigeons, for which his means suffice ; and one

shall be a sm-offering, and the other a burnt-

offering.

23 And he shall bring them on the eighth

day of his being cleansed unto the priest, unto

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

before the Lord.

24 And the priest shall take the sheep of

the trespass-offering, and the log of oil; and
the priest shall make with them a waving be-

fore the Lord.

25 And he shall kill the sheep of the tres-

pass-offering; and the priest shall take some
of the blood of the trespass-offering, and put it

upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to

be cleansed, and upon the thuml) of his right

hand, and upon the gi-eat toe of his right foot.

26 And some of the oil shall the priest

pour into the palm of his own left hand :

the altar, before the priest can cat of it, so is it with the

present trespass-offering ; although in this place it is

merely ordered that the blood be put upon the man that

is to be cleansed.
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27 And the priest shall sprinkle with his

finger of the right hand some of the oil that

is in his left hand, seven times before the

Lord
;

28 And the priest shall put of the oil that

is in his hand upon the tip of the right ear of

him that is to be cleansed, and upon the

thumb of his right hand, and upon the great

toe of his right foot; upon the place" of the

blood of the trespass-ofi'ering

;

29 And what is left of the oil that is in the

priest's hand he shall put upon the head of

liim that is to be cleansed, to make an atone-

ment for him before the Lord.

30 And he shall offer the one of the turtle-

doves, or of the young pigeons, from what his

means enable him (to bring;)

31 Even what his means enable him, the

one for a sin-offering, and the other for a
burnt-offering, with the meat-offering:'' and
the priest shall (thus) make an atonement
for him that is to be cleansed, before the Lord.

32 This is the law of him on whom is the

plague of leprosy, whose means are not suffi-

cient when he is cleansed.^-'

33 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying,

34 When ye come into the land of Canaan,
which I give to you for a possession, and I

put the plague of leprosy on a house of the

land of your possession

:

35 Then shall he that owneth the house

come and tell the priest, sa3'ing, Something"

like a lepi'osy hath shown itself to me in the

house.

3G And the priest shall command that

they clear out the house, before the priest go
into it to see tiie plague, that all be not made
unclean that is in the house : and after this

shall the priest go in to see the house.

37 And he shall view tlie plague, and,

behold, if the plague be in the walls of the

house, in depressions, dark green or dark red,

and their appearance be deeper than the wall

:

* That is, upon the spot where the blood of the sacrifice

has been put, there shall the oil also be applied, though in

the mean time the blond may have been removed therefrom.
'' The offering of flour which accompanied the trespas.s-

sacrifice, Imt nut a .-special gift; this meat-offering was not

eaten, and but burnt on the altar.

" " Even if he be a man learned in tlie law, and knows
it to bo leprosy, he is not to pronounce absolutely ' A
phiguc has shown itself,' but 'something like a plague.'

"

—Kasiii.
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38 Then shall the priest go out of the
house to the door of the house, and lock up
the house seven days.

39 And the priest shall come again on the
seventh day; and if he see, that, behold, the

plague have spread in the walls of the house

:

40 Then shall the priest command that

they break out the stones on which the plague

is; and they shall cast them forth without the

city on an unclean place.

41 And the house he shall cau.se to be

scraped within round about; and they shall

pour out the rubbish'^ that they have scraped

off without the city on an unclean place;

42 And they shall take other stones, and
put them into the place of these stones ; and
other mortar shall he take, and shall i)laster

the house.

43 And if the plague come again, and
break out in the house, after he hath
taken away the stones, and after the house

hath been scraped, and after it hath been
plastered

:

44 Then shall the priest come; and if he
see that, behold, the plague have spread in

the house, it is a corrosive leprosy in the

house; it is unclean.

45 And he shall break down the house, its

stones, and the timljers thereof, and all the

mortar of the house ; and he shall carry them
forth to without the city, unto an unclean

place.

46 And he that goeth into the hou.se, all

the days that it is locked up, shall be unclean

until the evening.

47 And he that lietli in the house shall

wash his clothes; and he that eateth in the

house shall wash his clothes.

48 But if the priest should come in, and
see, and, behold, the plague have not spread

in the house, after the hou.se was plastered

:

then shall the priest pronounce the house

clean, because the plague is healed.

49 And he shall take, to atone" for the

* 13J? otherwise "dust," is rendered here, according to

Arnheim, with "rubbish," or the "old mortar;" and in

the next verse it is given with " mortar."
" The word ttorh in the I'irl form, means, to remove

nxan or " sin," therefore, " to remove the sin of the

house," or simply '' to atone for the house;" in this sense

it is the same with luaS " to make an atonement," where-

fore both words have been given here with the same Eng-

lish term. The leprosy of a house was considered as a

punishment for the owner; hence the atonement.
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house, two birds, and cedar wood, and a string

of scarlet yarn, and lijssoj)

;

50 And he shall kill the one bird in an
earthen vessel over nuuaing water;

51 And he shall take the cedar wood, and
the hyssop, and the scarlet 3"ai'n, and the

living bird, and dip them in the blood of the

slain bird, and in the running water, and
sprinkle on the house seven times

:

52 And he shall atone for the house with

the blood of the bird, and with the running

Avater, and with the living bird, and with the

cedar wood, and with the hyssop, and with

the string of scarlet yarn

;

53 But he shall let fly forth the living bird

out of the city into the open field, and make
(thus) an atonement for the house, and it

shall be clean.*

5-i This is the law for all manner of plague

of leprosy, and scall,

55 And for the leprosy of a garment and

of a house,

56 And for a swelling, and for a rising, and

for a bright spot;

57 To teach on the day when something

is unclean, and on the day when it is clean

:

this is the law of the leprosy.

CHAPTER XV.
1 Tl And the Lord spoke unto Moses and

to Aaron, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them. When any man have a run-

nmg issue out of his flesh : because of his issue

is he unclean.

3 And this shall be his uncleanness m his

issue : whether his flesh run with his issue, or

his flesh be stopped from his issue, it is his

uncleanness.

4 Every bed, whereon he may lie that

hath the issue, shall be unclean : and every

vessel, whereon he may sit, shall be unclean.

5 And any man that toucheth his bed shall

wash his clothes, and bathe himself in "vvater,

and be unclean until the evening.

G And he that sitteth on any vessel where-

on he that hath the issue may sit, shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and
be unclean until the evening.

7 And he that toucheth the flesh of him
that hath the issue shall wa.sh his clothes,

and bathe himself in water, and be unclean

until the evening.

8 And if he that hath the issue spit upon

him that is clean : then shall this one wa.sh

his clothes, and ])athe himself in water, and

be unclean until the evening.

9 And what saddle soever he that hath

the issue may ride upon shall be unclean.

10 And whosoever toucheth any thing,

that may be under him, shall l)e unclean un-

til the evening: and he that beai'eth any, of

these things shall wash his clothes, and bathe

himself in water, and be unclean until the

evening.

11 And whomsoever he that hath the issue

may touch, and he have not rinsed his hands'

in water, shall wash his clothes, and bathe

himself in water, and be unclean until tlie

evening.

12 And an earthen vessel that he who hath

the issue may touch, shall be broken; and
every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

13 And when he that hath an issue be-

cometh clean of his issue : then shall he num-
ber to himself seven days for his cleansing,

and wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh iu

running water, and then shall he be clean.

14 And on the eighth day shall he take

unto himself two turtle-doves, or two young
pigeons, and come before the Lord, unto the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

and give them unto the priest

:

15 And the priest shall offer them, the one

for a sin-offering, and the other for a bumt-
ofiering ; and the priest shall make an atone-

ment for him before the Lord for his issue.*

16 Tl And if any man's seed of copulation

go out from him, then shall he bathe all his

tiesh in water, and be unclean until the

evening.

17 And any garment, and any skin, where-

on the seed of copulation may be, shall be

washed with water, and lie unclean imtil the

evening.

18 And if a man should lie with a woman
with seed of copulation, then shall they bathe

themselves in water, and be unclean imtil the

evening.

19 ^ And if a woman have an issue, so

that blood flow from her flesh : then shall she

be in her state of separation seven days; and

whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until

the evening.

20 And every thuig that she may lie upon

• This is explained to mean that he hath not bathed

himself after the termination of the disease.
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in her separation shall be unclean: and what-

ever she may sit upon shall Ijc unclean.

21 And whosoever toucheth her bed shall

wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water,

and be unclean until the evening.

22 And whosoever toucheth any vessel,

that she may sit upon, shall wash his clothes,

and bathe himself in water, and be unclean

until the evening.

23 And if something be on the bed, or on
any thing whereon she may sit, when he
toucheth it, he shall be unclean until the

evening.

24 And if any man should lie with her,

and the uncleanness of her separation come
upon him, he shall be unclean seven days;

and every bed whereon he may lie shall be
unclean.

25 Tl And if a woman have an issue of her
blood many days out of the time of her separ

ration, or if it run beyond the time of her
separation : all the days of the issue of her un-

cleanness shall she be as in the days of her

separation ; she shall be unclean.

26 Every bed whereon she may lie all the

days of her issue shall be unto her as the bed
of her separation ; and whatever vessel she

may sit upon shall be unclean, as the un-

cleanness of her separation.

27 And whosoever toucheth these things

shall be unclean ; and he shall wash his

clothes, and bathe himself in Avater, and be

miclean until the evening.

28 And when she becometh clean of her
issue, then shall she number to herself seven
days, and after that shall she be clean.*

29 And on the eighth day shall she take
imto herself two turtle-doves, or two young
pigeons, and bring them unto the priest, to

the door of the tal)ernacle of the congregation.

30 And the priest shall offer the one for a

sin-olTering, and the other for a bumt-oflfering

;

and the priest shall make an atonement' for

her before the Lord for the issue of her un-

cleanness.*

31 And ye shall separate the children of

Israel from their uncleanness ; that they may

* As all leprosy and kindred uncleanness were consider-

ed as a puiiisliniciit for sin, the leper or other sufferer had
to bring a proper sacrifice at the period of hi.s purification,

to obtain atonement for the guilt which had caused his

visitation.

'' Not with the usual eight ornaniontal garments of his

order, but in plain white attire should tlic priest enter the
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not die in their imcleanness, when they defile

my tabernacle that is in their midst.

32 This is the law of him that hath an
issue, and of him whose seed goeth from him,
and is defiled therewith;

33 And of her that is suffering in her separ

ration, and of him that hath an issue, of the

man, and of the woman, and of him that lieth

with her that is unclean.

Haphtorah in 2 Kings vii. 3 to 2

SECTION XXLX. ACHARAY MOTH,
mo nnN.

CHAPTER XVL
1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses after

the death of the two sons of Aaron, when
they had come near before the Lord, and died

:

2 And the Lord said unto Moses, Sjjeak

unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at

all times into the holy place within the vail,

before the mercy-seat, which is upon the ark,

that he die not ; for in the cloud will I appear

upon the mercy-seat.

3 AVith this shall Aaron come into the holy

place : with a 3'oung bullock for a sin-offering,

and a ram for a burnt-offering.

4 A holy linen^ coat shall he put on, and
Imen breeches shall he have upon his flesh,

and with a linen girdle shall he gird himself,

and a linen mitre shall he bind on his head

;

these are holy garments ; therefore shall ho
wash his flesh in water, and then put them on.

5 And from the congregation of the chil-

dren of Israel shall he take two goats for a

sin-offering, and one ram for a burntniflering.

6 And Aaron shall bring near the liullock

of the sin-offering, which is for himself, and
make an atonement for himself and for his

house.

7 And he shall take the two goats, and
place them before the Lord at the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation.

8 And Aaron shall put lots upon the two
goats; one lot "for the Lord," and the other

lot "for'Azazel.""'

holy of holies ; these articled are therefore pre-eminently

called holy.

° " Scapegoat," Eng. ver. ; but there is no reason for so

giving it. The whole service of the day of atonement ac-

cording to our tradition, is correctly described in the

'Ahoilah of the Moossaph for Kippur, according t.> the cus-

tom of the Sephardim, to which the reader is referred.
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9 And Aaron shall bring near the goat

upon which fell the lot "for the Lord," and
ofler him for a sin-oftering.

10 But the goat on which fell the lot "for

'Azazel," shall be placed alive before the Lord,

to make an atonement with him, by sending
him away to 'Azazel into the wilderness.

1

1

And Aaron shall bring near the bullock

of the sin-offering, which is for himself, and
he shall make" an atonement for himself, and
for his house; and he shall kill the bullock

of the sin-oifering which is for himself

12 And he shall take a censer full of burn-

ing coals of fire from off the altar before the

Lord, and both his hands full of incense of

spices, pounded fine, and brmg it within the

vail;

13 And he shall put the incense upon the

fire, before the Lord; that the cloud of the

incense may envelop the mercy-seat that is

upon the testimony, that he die not.

14 And he shall take of the blood of the

bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger above

toward the mercy-seat,'' eastward; and before

the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle seven times

of the blood mth his finger.

15 And he shall kill the goat of the sia-

offermg, that is for the people, and bring his

blood to within the vail, and do with that

blood as he did with the blood of the bullock,

and sprinkle it above the mercy-seat, and be-

fore the mercy-seat.

16 And he shall make an atonement for

the holy place, because of the uncleanness" of

the children of Israel, and because of their

transgressions in all their sins : and so shall

he do for the tabernacle of the congregation,

that abideth among them ui the midst of their

imcleanness.

17 And there shall not be any man in the

tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth

in to make an atonement in the holy place,

until he come out; and so shall he make an
atonement for himself, and for his household,

and for the whole congregation of Israel.'''

18 And he shall then go out unto the altar

that is before the Lord, and make an atone-

• i. e. By making a confession. (See the 'Abodah.)
^ Meaning that the priest raised liis hand in the direc-

tion above the cover of the ark and sprinkled the blood in

the air, which foil then down on the floor; and so with

the other seven sprinklings, where he directed Lis finger

downward. (See the 'Abodah.)
" riNOO is in the pluril, and means, therefore, acts

ment upon it; and he shall take of the bU)o(l

of the bullock, and of the blood of the goaf,

and put it upon the horns of the altar round
about.

19 And he shall sprinkle upon it of the

blood with his finger seven times; and he
shall cleanse it, and hallow it fi'om the uu-
cleanncss of the children of Israel.

20 And when he hath made an end of

atoning for the holy place, and the tabernacle

of the congregation, and the altar : then shall

he bring near the live goat.

21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands
upon the head of the Hve goat, and confess

over him all the iniquities of the children of

Israel, and all their transgressions in all their

sins, putting them upon the head of the goat,

and he shall send him away by the hand of a
man appointed thereto into the wilderness

:

22 And the goat shall bear upon him all

their iniquities unto a land not inhabited;

and so shall he send away the goat m the

wilderness.

23 And Aaron shall then go into the taber-

nacle of the congregation, and he shall take ofl'

the Imen garments, which he had put on
when he went into the holy place, and he
shall leave them there

:

24 And he shall bathe his flesh with water
in a holy place, and put on his garments;**

and come then forth, and offer his burnt-

offering, and the burat-offering of the people,

and make an atonement for himself, and for

the people.*

25 And the fat of the sin-offering shall

he burn upon the altar.

20 And he that carrieth the goat to 'Azazel

shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in

water, and aftenvard he may come into the

camp.
27 And the bullock for the sin-offering,

and the goat for the sui-offering, the blood of

which was brought in to make atonement in

the holy place, shall one carry forth without

the camp; and they" shall bum in fire their

skins, and their flesli, and their dung.

28 And he that bunieth them shall wash

which cause uncleanness. So also in the end of this

verse, and in verse 19.
'' The usual ornamental garments of the high-priest, in

which he ofiBciated.

" Both N'xv and laityi are indefinite in their meaning;
" one" whoever he be that shall carry forth ; and " they"

whoever may be those who do the burning.
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his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and

afterward he may come into the camp.

29 And it shall be unto you a statute for

ever: in the seventh month, on the tenth of

the montli, ye shall afflict yourselves (Ijy

fasting,) and no work shall ye do, whether it

be one of your o"vvn country, or the stranger

that sojourneth among you

:

30 For on that day shall (the high-priest)

make an atonement for you, to cleanse you;

Irom all your sins before the Lord shall ye be

clean.

31 It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you,

and ye shall afflict yourselves (by fasting,) as

a statute for ever.

32 And the priest, who shall be anointed,

and who shall be consecrated" to minister as

priest in his father's stead, shall make the

atonement; and he shall put on the linen

clothes, the holy garments.

33 And he shall make an atonement for

the holy of holies; and for the tabernacle of

the congregation, and for the altar shall he
make an atonement; and also for the priests,

and for all the people of the congregation

shall he make an atonement.

34 And this shall be unto you as a statute

for everlasting, to make an atonement for the

children of Israel for all their sins once a

year; and he did as the Loed had commanded
Moses.*

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ And the Lokd spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons,

and unto all the children of Israel, and say

unto them, This is tlie thing which the Lord
hath commanded, saying,

3 Any man whatsoever of the house of

Israel, that killeth an ox, or a sheep, or a

goat, in the camp, or that killeth it out of the

cainp,

4 And bringeth it not to the door of the

(abernacle of the congregation, to offer it as

an oflcrinff unto the Lord before the taber-

* This means, that whether the high-priest was anointed,

as (luring the fir.st temple, or was inducted into oflSce by in-

vestiture with the high-priestly garments, as in the second,

he should officiate in the place of Aaron.
' No doubt that, while in Kgypt, the Israelites had

learned to sacrifice to idols; they were therefore com-
manded, during their sojourn in the wildemes.s, to bring

all sacrificial animals to the door of the tabernacle, to offer
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nacle of the Lord : as blood-guiltiness shall it

be imputed unto that man, blood hath he
shed; and that man shall be cut off from
among his people.

5 In order that the children of Israel may
bring their sacrifices, which they slay in the

open field, and bring them unto the Lord, to

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

unto the priest, and slay them as sacrifices

of peace-ofterings unto the Lord.

6 And the priest shall sprinkle the blood

upon the altar of the Lord at the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation ; and he shall

burn the fat for a sweet savour unto the

Lord.

7 So that they shall offer no more'' their

sacrifices unto evil spirits, after which they
have gone astray ; a statute for ever shall this

be unto them throughout their generations.*

8 And unto them shalt thou say, Whatso-
ever man there be of the house of Israel, or

of the strangers Avho may sojourn among
them, that offereth a burnt-ofifering or a sacri-

fice,

9 And bringeth it not unto the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation, to offer it unto

the Lord: even that man shall be cut oil'

from among his people.

10 And if there be any man of the house

of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn

among them, that eateth any maimer of

blood : I will set my face against the person

that eateth the blood, and I will cut him off

from among his people.

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood;

and I have appointed it for you upon the

altar to make an atonement for your souls;

for the blood it is that maketh an atonement
for the soul."

12 Therefore have I said unto the children

of Israel, No one of you shall eat blood, and
the stranger that sojourneth among ^-ou shall

not eat blood.

13 And if there be any man whatsoever

of the children of Israel, or of the strangers

that sojourn among them, who catcheth by

them to the Lord as peace-offerings, before being per-

mitted to cat the flesh. D'T^'B^ "goat-demons," no doubt

imaginary idol."*, like the satyrs of the Greeks.
° Arnheim renders, " For the blood itself maketh atone-

ment through the life," and comments, /. e. "through

the life that is in the same; for the atonement is upon the

principle 'life for life;' in the blood itself, therefore, is

only the principle of life, not the essence of atonement."
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hunting any beast or fowl that may be eaten

:

then shall he poiu"^ out the blood thereof, and
cover it up with dust.

14 For the life of all llesh is its blood, on
which its life'' dependeth; therefore have 1

said unto the children of Israel, The blood of

every manner of flesh shall ye not eat; for

the life of all flesh is its blood, every one who
eateth it shall be cut off.

15 And every person that, eateth that

which hath died of itself, or that which was
torn by beasts, be this one bom in your ovm
comitry, or a stranger, he shall both wash his

clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be

unclean until the evening, when he shall be

clean.

16 But if he wash (them) not, nor bathe

his flesh, then shall he bear his iniquity.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ][ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

mo*

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, I am the Lord your God.

3 After the doings of the land of Egypt,

wherein ye have dwelt, shall ye not do; and
after the doings of the land of Canaan whither

I am bringing you, shall ye not do; and in

their ordinances shall ye not walk.

4 My ordinances shall ye do, .and my
statutes shall ye keep, to walk therein: I

am the Lord your God.
5 And ye shall keep my statutes, and ni}^

ordinances, which if a man do, he shall live

in them: I am the Lord.'^'

6 Tl None of you shall approach to any
that are near of kin to him, to uncover their

nakedness; I am the Lord.

7 Tl The nakedness of thy father, or the

nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not un-

cover : she is thy mother, thou shalt not un-

cover her nakedness.

8 ^ The nakedness of thy father's wife

shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's

nakedness.

9 ^ The nakedness of thy sister, the

daughter of thy father, or the daughter of

thy mother, whether she be born at home, or

* t. e. By cutting the throat.

'' Arnhcim gives W3i2 with "its body;" thus, "is the

blood in its body." The version in the text is after Rashi.
° Tii'*? is rendered by Mendelssohn " to excit« jealousy."

The evident construction of this verse, according to which

born abroad,—even the nakedness of any of

these, shalt thou n(H uncover.

10 ^ The nakedness of thy son's daughter,

or of thy daughter's daughter,—even the

nakedness of any of these, shalt thou not un-

cover; for theirs is thy own nakedness.

11 ^ The nakedness of thy father's wife's

daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy
sister,—thou shalt not uncover her naked-
ness.

12 ^ The nakedness of thy father's sister

shalt thou not uncover: she is thy father's

near kinswoman.
13 ^ The nakedness of thy mother's sister

shalt thou not uncover; for she is thy mother's

near kinswoman.
14 ^ The nakedness of thy father's brother

shalt thou not uncover; his wife shalt thou

not approach, she is thy aunt.

15 ^ The nakedness of thy daughter-in-

law shalt thou not uncover; she is thy son's

wife, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

16 ][ The nakedness of thy brotlier's wife

shalt thou not uncover; it is thy brother's

nakedness.

17 ^ The nakedness of a woman and her

daughter shalt thou not uncover; her son's

daughter, or her daughter's daughter shalt

thou not take, to uncover her nakedness; for

they are near kinswomen : it is incest.

.

IS And a woman together with her sister

shalt thou not take, to vex her,*" to uncover

her nakedness, beside the other, in her life-

time.

19 And a woman in the separation of her

uucleanness shalt thou not approach, to un-

cover her nakedness.

20 And with thy neighbour's wife shalt

thou not lie carnally, to defile thyself with

her.

21 And any of thy seed shalt thou not let

pass through (the fire) to Molech, and thou

shalt not profane the name of thy God ; I am
the Lord.*

22 And with a man slialt thou not lie, as

with a woman; it is an abomination.

23 And witli any beast shalt thou not lie

to defile thyself therewith; neither shall any

Jewish authorities have always decided, is that only dur-

ing the lifetime of the one is it prohibited to marry the

other sister, even if a divorce should have taken place;

but for this reason the prohibition also ceases when the

cause given no longer operates.

141



LEVITICUS XVIII. XIX. KEDOSHIM.

woman stand before a beast to lie down
thereto; it is confusion.

24 Do not defile yourselves through any of

these things; for through all these have be-

come defiled the nations which I cast out

before 3^ou

:

25 And the land became defiled; where-

fore I have visited its iniquity upon it,

and the laud itself vomited out its inhabit-

ants.*

26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes

and my ordinances, and ye shall not com-
mit any of these abominations; neither any
of your own nation, nor the stranger that

sojourneth among you;
27 (For all these abominations have the

men of the land done, who were before you,

and the land hath become defiled;)'''

28 That the land may not vomit you out

also, when ye defile it, as it hath vomited out

tiie nations that were before you.

29 For whosoever shall commit any of

these abominations,—even the souls that com-
mit them shall be cut off from among their

people.

30 Therefore shall ye keep my charge, so

that ya commit not any one of these abomi-

na])le customs, which were committed before

you, and that ye do not defile yourselves

therewith; I am the Lord your God.

Ilaphtorah in Ezekiel sxii. 1 to 16. Tho Germans read to

verse 18.

SECTION XXX. KEDOSHIM, D'tyip.

CHAPTER XIX.
1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Spealv unto all the congregation of the

children of Israel, and say unto them. Ye
shall be holy; for I the Eternal your God
am holy.

.3 Ye shall fear, every man, his mother
and his father, and my sabbaths shall ye
keep ; I am the Loud your God.

4 Ye shall not turn unto the idols, and
molten gods shall ye not make to yourselves

;

1 am the Lord jour God.
5 And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace-offer-

* Sec above, vii. 18.
'' This is tiic version according to our autlioritics; see also

above V. 21, where the different specifications are given.
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ing unto the Lord, ye shall offer it so that it

may be favourably received i'rom you.

G On the same day ye offer it shall it be
eaten, and on the morrow : and whate^er is left

until tlie third day, shall be burnt with fire.

7 And if the intention was that it should''

be eaten on the third day, it is an abomina-
tion, it shall not be favourably received.

8 And whoever eateth it shall bear his

iniquity, because he hath profaned the hal-

lowed thmg of the Lord : and that soul shall

be cut off from among his people.

9 And when ye reap the harvest of your
land, thou shalt not wholly reap the comers
of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the

gleanings of thy harvest.

10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard,

and the single grapes that drop in thy vine-

yard shalt thou not gather; for the poor

and the stranger shalt thou leave them ; I am
the Lord your God.

11 Ye shall not steal; neither shall ye
deny*" (another's proi^erty in your hands,) nor
lie one to another.

12 And ye shall not swear by my name
falsely, and thou shalt not thus profane the

name of thy God ; I am the Lord.

13 Thou shalt not withhold any thing from
thy neighljour, nor rob him : there shall not

abide with thee the wages of him that is hired,

through the night until morning.

14 Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put

a stumbling-block before the blind; but thou

shalt be afraid of thy God ; I am the Lord.'-'

15 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judg-

ment; thou shalt not respect" the person of

the poor, nor honour the person of the great

;

in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neigh-

bour.

10 Thou shalt not go up and down as a

talebearer among thy peojile; thou shalt not

stand (idly) by the blood'* of thy neighbour;

I am the Lord.

17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy
heart: thou shalt indeed rebuke thy neigh-

bour, and not bear sin on accoimt of him.

18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any
grudge against the children of thy people;

but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;

I am the Lord.

° i. e. Not to favour the poor, nor to dread offending

the great, but to act according to strict justice.

'' i. c. Danger of life.
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19 My statutes shall ye keep; thy cattle

slialt thou not let gender with a diverse kind

;

thy field shalt thou not sow with mingled
seeds; and a garment of mingled kinds, of

linen and woollen, shall not come upon thee.

20 And if a man lie carnally with a

woman, that is a bond-maid, betrothed to a

man, but who hath not been redeemed, and
her freedom hath not been given her: there

shall a scourging be decreed;" they shall not

be put to death, because she was not free.

21 And he shall bring his trespass-offering

unto the Lord, unto the door of the tabernacle

of the congregation: a ram for a trespass-

offering.

22 And the priest shall make an atonement
for him with the ram of the trespass-offering

before the Lord for his sin which he hath

done; and he shall be forgiven for his sin

which he hath committed.*

23 ^ And when ye come into the land,

and plant any kind of tree bearing edible

fruit, then shall ye count the fruit thereof

as uncircumcised : three years shall it be

as uncircumcisec^ unto you, it shall not be

eaten.

24 But in the fourth year shall all its fruit

be holy for praisegiving*" unto the Lord.

25 And in the fifth year shall ye eat of its

fruit, in order that it may increase" unto you
its productiveness ; I am the Lord your God.

26 Ye shall not eat upon the blood;'* nor
shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times.

27 Ye shall not cut round the comers (of

the hair) of your head, neither shalt thou de-

stroy the corners of thy beard.

28 And for the dead shall ye not make any
incision in your flesh; and any etched-in

writing shall you not fix on yourselves; I am
the Lord.

29 Do not profane thy daughter, to cause

her to be a prostitute; lest the land fall to

' "She shall be scourged, not he."

—

Rashi.
* The fruit of the fourth year was to be eaten at Jeru-

salem, as a holy thing belonging to the owner.
" After Kashi. Philippson renders it, "That after

this it may give you constantly more fruit," and com-
ments, that after the fourth year, as the tree becomes
naturally more productive, the fruit should belong un-
disturbed to the owner.

• This is variously explained: for instance, not to eat

of the sacrifices till the blood be ."jprinklcd ; not to eat of
any animal till life be entirely extinct by the running
out of all the blood. Mendelssohn and others translate

"near" or "by the blood." liut liashbam and Wcsscli

prostitution, and the land become full of in-

cest.

30 My sabbaths shall ye keep, and my
sanctuary shall ye reverence; I am the Lord.

31 Turn not unto them that have familiar

spirits, and unto wizards; seek (them) not, to

be defiled by them; I am the Lord your God.
32 Before the hoary head shalt thou rise

up, and honour the face of the old man ; and
thou shalt be afraid of thy God; I am the

LORD.=^=

33 ^ And if a stranger sojourn -with thee,

in your land, ye shall not vex him.
34 As one born in the land among you,

shall be unto you the stranger that sojourneth

Avith you, and thou shalt love him as thyself;

for ye were strangers m the land of Egypt ; I

am the Lord your God.
35 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judg-

ment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.

36 Just balances, just Aveights, a just ephah,

and a just bin, shall j-e have; I am the Lord
your God, Avho have brought you forth out

of the land of Egj-j^t.

37 Ye shall therefore observe all my sta-

tutes, and all my ordmances, and do them

;

I am the Lord.*

CHAPTER XX.

1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

2 And to the children of Israel shalt thou

say, Whatsoever man of the children of I.**-

rael, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel,

that giveth any of his seed unto Molech, shall

surely be put to death; the people of the

land" shall stone him with stones.

3 And I will set my face against that man,
and I will cut him off from among his people

;

because of his seed hath he given unto Mo-
lech, in order to defile my sanctuary,' and to

profane my holy name.

suppose that it was customary among heathens to eat

upon the spot where the blood had run, from some super-

stitious notions; hence the Israelites were prohibited

to follow this practice; and it connects therefore also

with what follows.

° yiNn Di? rendered above, iv. 27, " common people,",

includes all Israelites except the king, the high-priest,

and the great sanhedrin of seventy-one. llashi adds, " If

the court be not able to enforce the decree, the people

should aid them."
' Whatever acts tend to withdraw the people from the

wonship of God, or to divert any thing to the service of

idols, is a profanation of the divine Majesty who promised
14.^
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4 And if the people of the land should in

any way hide their eyes from that man, when
he fiiveth of his seed unto Molech, so as not

to kill him

:

5 Then will I set my face against that

man, and against his family, and I will cut

him ofl", and all that go astray after liim, to

go astray after Molech, from among their

people.

G And the person that turneth unto such

as have fiimiliar spirits, and unto wizards, to

go astray after them,—then will I set my
face against that person, and will cut him off

from among his people.

7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye

holy; for I am the Lord your God.'-'

8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do

them ; I am the Lord who sanctify you.

9 For every one whatever that curseth his

father or his mother shall be put to death;

his father or his mother hath he cursed, his

blood shall be upon him.

10 And if there be a man that committeth

adultery with a man's wife, (whoever it be)

that committeth adultery with his neighbour's

wife : then sliall the adultei'er be put to death,

together with the adultei'ess.

11 And a man that lieth with his father's

wife, hath uncovered his father's nakedness:

both of them shall be put to death ; their blood

shall be upon them.

12 And if a man lie with his daughter-in-

law, both of them shall be put to death ; they

have committed an unnatural deed; their

blood shall be ujion them.

13 And if a man lie with a male, as they

lie with a woman, both of them have com-
mitted an abomination : they shall be put to

death; their blood shall be upon them.

14 And if a man take a woman and her

mother, it is incest: in fire shall they burn
him and them; that there be no incest among
you.

15 And a man that lieth Avith a beast

shall be put to death : and the beast also shall

ye slay.

IG And if a woman approach unto any
beast to lie down thereto, then shalt thou

kill the woman, and the beast: they shall )je

to dwell ill Israel. If then a man Jevotes his offspring to

the fire (jf Molceh, he profanes the ehiUlren of the eove-

nant, given to Iiini by (Jod, to an object abhorrent to the

Deit.y, while at the same time his example, .should he re-
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put to death; their blood shall Ije put upon
them.

17 And if a man take his sister, the

daughter of his father, or the daughter of hi.s

mother, and he see her nakedness, and she see

his nakedness : it is a disgraceful deed ; and
they shall be cut off before the eyes of their

peojjle; the nakedness of his sister hath he
uncovered ; his iniquity shall he bear.

18 And if a man lie with a woman suffer-

ing of her separation, and uncover her naked-

ness, and he lay open her fountain, and she

uncover the fountain of her blood : then shall

both of them be cut off from the midst of

their people.

19 And the nakedness of thy mother's sis-

ter, or of thy father's sister shalt thou not un-

cover ; for his near of kin he luacovereth

:

their iniquity shall they bear.

20 And the man that lieth with his uncle's

wife, hath uncovered his uncle's nakedness

:

their sin shall they bear; childless shall they die.

21 And if a man do take his brother's wife,

it is an abominable act: the nakedness of his

brother hath he uncovered ; childless shall

they remain.

22 And keep ye all my statutes, and all

my ordinances, and do them ; that the land,

whither I bring you to dwell therein, may
not vomit" you forth.

'='

23 And ye shall not walk in the manners
of the nation which I cast out Ix^fore you ; for

all these things they committed, and there-

fore I felt loathing for them.

24 And I said unto 3-ou, Ye shall possess

their land, and I will give it unto you to pos-

sess it, a land flowing with milk and honey;

I am the Eternal your God, who have sepa-

rated you from the nations.'^'

25 Ye shall therefore make a difference be-

tween the clean beast and the unclean, aiul

between the unclean fowl and the clean ; and
ye shall not make your souls abominable by

the beast, or by the fowl, or by any maimer
of thing tliat oroepeth on the ground, which I

have separated for you as unclean.

2G And yti shall be holy unto nu\ for I the

Lord am holy ; and I have separated you from

the nations, that ye should be mine.

main unpunished, would mislead others to act.s of wicked-

ness, though they even might not reach the greatness of

his transgressions.

' I. f. Cast out, as it wore, the sinners dwelling in it.
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27 And if there be among men or women
one that hath a lamiliar spirit, or that is a

wizard, thej" shall be put to death ; with
stones shall they stone thefii ; their blood shall

be upon them.

Ilaphtorah in Amos ix. 7 to 15. Tho Portugueso read in

Ezekiel xx. 2 to 20. Othera begin at verse 1.

SECTION XXXI. EMORE, ION-

CHAPTER XXI.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak

unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say

unto them. None (of them) shall defile him-

self on the dead, among'' his people

:

2 But on his kin, that is near unto him,

(that is,) on his mother, and on his father,

and on his son, and on his daughter, and on

his brother,

3 And on his sister that is a virgin, that is

nigh unto him, who hath had no husband

;

on her may he defile himself

4 The chief" man among his people shall

not defile liimself, to be profaned thereby.

5 They shall not make any baldness upon
their head, and the corner of their beard shall

they not shave off, and in their flesh shall

they not make any incision.

Holy shall they be unto their God, and
they shall not profane the name of their God;
for the fire-ofierings of the Lord, the bread of

their God, do they offer, they shall therefore

be holy.

7 A woman that is a harlot, or one pro-

faned, shall they not take ; and a woman put

away from her husband shall they not take

;

for holy" is he unto his God.

8 And thou shalt sanctify him ;" for the

bread of thy God doth he offer: holy shall he

be unto thee; for I the Lord, who sanctify

you, am holy.

9 And if the daughter of any priest profane

' The plural is again used here after the singular,

though preceded by the disjunctive "or;" and seems thus
to say, that if there be many guilty of this sin, they shall

all be punished alike.

^ This is explained, " when others are there to bury the

dead ;" but if a priest find a corpse and no one is there to

inter it, he himself must do it.

" llashbam translates, " A husband among the priests

shall not defile himself (on his wife) to be profaned
thereby." Tradition, however, limits this to a woman
whom the priest should of right not marry. Our version

T

herself by committing incest, her father doth
she profane : with fire shall she Ix; burnt.

10 ^ And the priest that is highest among
his brethren, upon Avho.se head the anointing

oil hath been poured, and who hath been con-

secrated to put on the gannent,s, shall not let

the hair of his head grow long, and his gar-

ments shall he not rend

;

11 Neither shall he go in to any dead
body ; even on his father, and on his mother
sliall he not defile himself

12 And out of the sanctuary shall he not
go, that he may not profane the sanctuary of
his God ; for the crown' of the anointing oil

of his God is upon him ; I am the Lord.

13 And he shall take a wife in her virgin

state.

14 A widow, and a divorced woman, and
one profaned, (and) a harlot, these shall he
not take ; but a virgin of his own people shall

he take for wife
;

15 So that he may not pi'ofane his seed

among his people ; for I, the Lord, do sanctify

him.*

16 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,^

17 Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever
of thy seed in their generations it be on whom
there is any blemish, shall not approach to

offer the bread of his God.

18 For Avhatsoever man it be on whom
there is a blemish, shall not approach : a blind,

or a lame man, or one that hath a flattened

nose, or a man one of whose limbs is too

long,

19 Or a man who hath a broken foot, or a

broken hand,

20 Or a crookbacked, or a dwarf, or one
that hath a blemish in his eye, or the itch, or

the scurvy, or the testicles broken.

21 Every man on whom there is a blemish,

of the seed of Aaron the priest, shall not come
nigh to offer the fire-offerings of the Lord:

is after Onkelos, and refers to the high-priest, sec farther,

Tcr. 11.

^ i. e. Each individual priest.

" " Sanctify him even against his will, so that if he

will not put away such a woman as just mentioned, com-

pel him by punishment tn do so. Holy shall he be to

thee, that is, look upon him as holy, to commence as

the first in every thing, and to be the first to say the bless-

ing at the table."

—

Hasui.
' Arulieim and others render IIJ as "Betting apart,"

hence " tho consecration."
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there is a blemish on him ; he shall not come
nigh to offer the bread of his God.

22 The bread of his God, both of the most

holy, and of the holy things he may eat.

2-3 Only unto the vail, and unto the altar

shall he not come nigh, because there is a

blemish on him : that he profane not my holy

things ; for I the Lord do sanctify them.

24 And Moses spoke thus unto Aaron, and
to his sons, and unto all the children of

Israel.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 11 And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

2 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that

they keep themselves away from the holy

things of the children of Israel, (so that they

profiine not my holy name) which* they hal-

low unto me ; I am the Lord.

3 Say unto them. In your generations, if

there be any man of all your seed, that ap-

proacheth mito the holy things, which the

children of Israel hallow unto the Lord, hav-

ing his uncleaimess upon him, that soul shall

be cut off from my presence ; I am the Lord.

4 Any man whatsoever of the seed of

Aaron, that is a leper, or hath a running
issue, shall not eat of the holy things, until

he be clean ; and whoso toucheth any thing

that is unclean by the dead, or a man whose
seed goeth from him

;

5 Or a man who toucheth any creeping

thing, whereby he may be made unclean, or a

man through whom he can be rendered un-

clean, through any kind of uncleanness which
he hath

:

6 The person that toucheth any such shall

be unclean until the evening, and he shall

not eat of the holy things, unless he have
bathed his flesh in water.

7 And when the sun hath set, he shall be

clean ; and afterward he may eat of the holy

things; because it is his food.

8 That which dieth of itself, or is torn b}-

bea.sts, shall he not eat, to defile himself there-

with ; I am the Lord.

9 And they shall keep my charge, that

' Thi8 refers back " to the holy things of the dhildrcn

of iHraol." ' One a stranger to the priesthood.
° By sojourner, is understood a Hebrew servant, whose

ear was bored, who stays till the jubilee; and by a hired

servant, one who stays till the end of the sixth year.
— Rasiii. (See P^xodus xsi.)

14C

they may not bear sin through it, and die

therefor, if they profane it; I am the Loed
who sanctify them.

10 And no stranger'' shall eat of a holy
thing: a sojourner* of a priest, or a hired ser-

vant, shall not eat of a holy thing.

11 But if a priest buy a person with his

money, then may he eat of it; and those

that are bom in his house, may eat of his

bread.

12 And if the daughter of a priest be mar-
ried unto a stranger, she may not eat of the

offered part* of holy things.

13 But the daughter of a priest, if she be a
widow, or divorced, and have no child, and is

returned imto her fiither's house, as in her

youth, may eat of her father s bread ; but no
stranger shall eat thereof.

14 And if a man eat a holy thing unwit-

tingly, then sliall he add the fifth part thereof

unto it, and he shall make good unto the

priest the holy thing.

15 And they shall not profane the holy

things of the children of Israel, wliich they
offer unto the Lord;

IG And* load on themselves the iniquity of

trespass, when they eat their holy things;

for I am the Lord who sanctify them.'''

17 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,^

18 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons,

and unto all the children of Israel, and say

unto them. If there be any man of the house

of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, tha't

offereth his oblation, be it for any manner of

vows, or for any manner of freewill-offerings,

which they may offer mito the Lord for a

burnt-offering

:

19 Then shaU it be, that it may Ije fjtvour-

ably received for you, a male without blemish,

of the oxen, of the sheep, or of the goats.

20 Whatv^oever on which there is a blemish

shall ye not offer ; for it will not be favour-

ably received for you.

21 And when a nuin offereth a sacrifice of

peace-oflering unto the Lord as a vow, or a
freewill-offering of the herds or of the Hocks:

it shall be without blemish to be favourabl}'

' The breast and shoulder of the peace-offerings. (See

Leviticus x. 15.)
" Arnhcim renders, (after Ra.shbam,) " that these load

themselves with the guilt of trespass, in their eating the

holy things," referring to those strangers to the )>riest-

hood, who are not permitted to do so. Our version refers
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received; no kind of bodily defect shall be

thereon.

22 A blind, or broken-limbed, or maimed
animal, or one having a . wen, or itch, or

scurvy,—ye shall not ofler these unto the

Lord, and a fire-oflfering shall ye not make of

them upon the altar unto the Lord.

23 And an ox or a lamb that hath a limb

too long or too short, that mayest thou offer

for a freewill-offering ;' but for a vow it shall

not be favourably received.

24 And one that is bruised, or crushed, or

broken, or cut in the testicles, shall ye not

offer unto the Lord; and in your land shall

ye not make the like.

25 And from a stranger's hand shall ye

not offer the bread of your God from any of

these -^ because their corruption is on them, a

bodily defect is on them: they shall not be

favourably received for you.

26 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

27 When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat,

is brought forth, then shall it remain seven

days by its mother ; and from the eighth day

and thenceforth shall it be favourably received

for an offering made by fire unto the Lord.

28 And whether it be ox' or sheep, ye shall

not kill it and its young both in one day.

29 And when ye offer a sacrifice of thanks-

giving unto the Lord, offer it so that it may
be favourably received of you.

30 On the same day shall it be eaten up;

ye shall leave none of it until the mommg ; I

am the Lord.

31 And ye shall keep my commandments
and do them; I am the Lord.

32 And ye shall not profane my holy

name ; so that I may be sanctified among the

children of Israel ; I am the Lord who sanc-

tify you,

3-3 That brought you out of the land of

Egypt, to be your God; I am the Lord.*

to the priests themselves, who are to abstain from the

sacred gifts when unclean. This is the view of Onkelos.
* I. e. It may be devoted to the expenses of the temple,

but not for a sacrifice.

^ No complaisance to a stranger to Israel could allow us

to accept from him such an animal for sacrifice as was
prohibited to us. Otherwise heathens were permitted to

offer at the altar through the priest.

" Eng. ver. "cow or ewe;" but the Hebrew has "ox
or sheep."

* The word nos in the preceding verse is evidently of

a different signification from the feast of unleavened bread

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, ami
say unto them, The feasts of the Lord, which
ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations,

—

these are my feasts

:

3 Six days may work be done; but on the

seventh day is the sabbath of rest, a holy con-

vocation; no kind of work shall ye do thereon :

it is the sabbath (holy) unto the Lord in all

your dwellings.

4 ^ These are the feasts of the Lord, the

holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in

their seasons

:

5 On the fourteenth day of the first month,
toward evening, is the passover-lamb to be

offered unto the Lord.

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same
month is the feast of unleavened bread'* unto

the Lord : seven days must ye eat unleavened

bread.

7 On the first day there shall be a holy

convocation unto you; no servile work shall

ye do thereon.

8 And ye shall offer an offering made by
fire unto the Lord seven days : on the seventh

day is a holy convocation; no servile work
shall ye do.

9 1[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, When ye shall have come into

the land which I give unto you, and reap the

harvest thereof: then shall ye bring an omer
full of the first of your har^^est unto the

priest

;

11 And he shall wave the omer before the

Lord, that it may be favourably received for

you ; on the morrow after the holy day" shall

the priest wave it.

12 And ye shall offer on the day when ye

mentioned here ; hence the word has been rendered accord-

ing to Rashi : " The passover-lamb," with the addition un-

derstood, "is to be offered." The fifteenth day, commenc-

ing the evening before, is the feast of unleavened bread.

' The word in Hebrew is ri2W " the rest," which aj>-

plics equally well to the strict holy days, when no work
is to be done, as to the weekly day of rest, the sabbath

proper. " The morrow after the holy day," in this verse,

refers to the second day of the l'a,ssovcr, from which, till

the Pentecost, are forty-nine days. The word n2lif signi-

fies also " week," probably because each week has one

sabbath.
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wave the omcr, a male sheep without blemish

of the first year for a burnt-oflfering unto the

Lord.

13 And the moat-offering thereof shall be

two tenth parts of fine flour mmgled with oil,

as an oflering made by fire unto the Lord, lor

a sweet savour; with its drink-offering of

wine, the fourth part of a hin.

14 And neither bread, nor parched corn,

nor green ears, shall ye cat, until the self-

same day, until ye have brought the offering

of your God; it shall be a statute for ever

throughout your generations in all your dwell-

ings.

15 ^ And ye shall count unto you from
the morrow after the holy day, from the day
that ye bring the omer of the wave-offermg,

(that) it be seven complete weeks

:

IG Even unto the morrow after the seventh

week shall ye number fifty days ; and ye shall

then offer a new" meatoffering unto the Lord.

17 Out of your own habitations shall ye
bring two wave-loaves of two tenth parts; of

fine flour shall they be; leavened shall they

be baked; they are the first-fruits unto the

Lord.

18 And ye shall offer Avith the bread seven

sheep without blemish of the first year, and
one young bullock, and two rams : they shall

be for a burnt-offering unto the Lord, with

their meat-offei*ing, with their drink-offerings,

an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour

unto the Lord.

19 And ye shall sacrifice one he-goat for a

sin-oflering, and two sheep of the first year

for a sacrifice of peace-offei'ing.

20 And the priest shall make with them
together with the bread of the firstr-fruits a

waving before the Lord, together with the

two sheep ; holy shall they be to the Lord for

the priest.

21 And ye shall proclaim on the self-same

day, that it may ])e a holy convocation unto

you; no servile work shall ye do; it shall be

a statute for ever in all your dwellings

throughout your generations.

22 And when ye reap the harvest of your

laud, thou shalt not cut away altogether the

• i. e. Of the new wheat.
^ Hcb. " Ye shall afflict j-oiir persona;" but this phrase is

alwa3's employed as synonyiiKuis with DlV "fasting," used in

the prophetic honks, but not found in the Pentateuch. It

is, perhaps, also more comprehensive, as on the day of

atonement all indulgences of whatever kind are prohibited.

comers of thy field when thou reapest, and
the gleaning of thy harvest shalt thou not
gather up ; unto the poor, and to the stranger

shalt thou leave them; I am the Lord your
God.*

23 ^ And the Lord spoke imto Moses,

saying,^

24 Speak unto the children of Israel, say-

ing, In the seventh month, on the first day
of the month, shall ye have a rest, a (day of)

memorial of soiuiding the comet, a holy con-

vocation.

25 No servile work shall ye do: and ye
shall offer an offering made by fire unto the

Lord.

26 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

27 But on the tenth day of this seventh

month is the day of atonement, a holy convo-

cation shall it be unto you, and ye shall fast;*"

and ye shall offer an offering made by fire"

unto the Lord.

28 And no manner of work** shall ye do on
this same day; for it is a day of atonement,

to make an atonement for you before the

Lord your God.
29 For whatsoever person it be that fasteth

not on this same day, shall be cut off from
among his people.

30 And if there be any person that docth

.any Avork on this same day, then will I de-

stroy the same person from among his jDCople.

31 No manner of work shall 3"e do; it shall

be a statute for ever throughout ^our gencriv

tions, in all }our dwellings.

32 A sabbath of rest it shall bo unto 3-ou,

and ye shall fiist; on the ninth day of the

month at evening* (shall ye begin,) IVom even-

ing unto evening shall ye celebrate }"our sal>

bath.*

33 7[ And the Lord spoke unto Mose.s,

sajang,

34 Speak unto the children of Israel, say-

ing. On the fifteenth da}- of this seventh

month, shall lie the feast of tabernacles for

seven days unto the Lord.

35 On the first day shall be a holy convo-

cation; no .servile work shall ye do.

° The offering is specified in the parallel passages, above,

eh.ipter xvi., and Numbers, chapter x.^i.x. 7 to 11.

'' Not even the preparation of food, which is permitted

on other holy days; this being e<|ual to the usual sabbath,

a pnaty naty a day of rest in the higlicst degree.

' The other festivals also begin at evening, as indicated.



LEVITICUS XXIII. XXIV. EMORE.

36 Seven days shall ye offer an offering

made by fire unto the Lord; on the eighth

(lay shall be a holy convocation unto you;

and ye shall offer an offering made by fire

unto the Lord, it is a solemn" assembly; no
servile work shall ye do.

37 These are the feasts of the Lord, which

ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to

offer an oflering made by fire unto the Lord,

burnt-ofiering, and meat-offering, sacrifice, and

drink-offerings, every thing upon its day

:

38 Beside the sabbaths'' of the Lord, and

beside your gifts, and beside all your vows,

and beside all your freewill-offerings, which

ye may give unto the Lord.

39 But on the fifteenth day of the seventh

month, when ye have gathered in the fruit

of the land, shall ye keep the feast of the

Lord seven days; on the first day shall be a

rest, and on the eighth day shall be a rest.

40 And ye shall take unto yourselves" on

the first day the fruit of the tree hadar,*

In-anches of palm-trees, and the boughs of the

myrtle-tree, and willows of the brook ; and ye

shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven

days.

41 And ye shall keep it as a feast unto

the Lord seven days in the year; it shall be

a statute for ever throughout your generations

;

in the seventh month shall ye celebrate it.

42 In booths shall ye dwell seven days; all

that are Israelites bom shall dwell in booths.

43 In order that your generations may
know, that I caused the children of Israel to

dwell in booths, when I brought them forth

out of the land of Egypt; I am the Lord
your God.

44 And Moses declared the feasts of the

Lord unto the children of Israel.*

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 Tl And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

2 Command the children of Israel, that

they bring unto thee pure beaten olive-oil, for

'Philippson: "Feast of conclusion," riix>' from "isj»

"to shut up," "to restrain."

' I. c. Beside the two lambs, the additional sacrifice for

the sabbath, which are mentioned in Numbers xxviii.

9, 10.

" "Each of you shall take of his own."

—

'Wesseli. In
the same manner all similar phrases must be explained.

^ Our tradition teaches us that this means the citron-

tree. The origin of the name Hadar is otherwise doubt-

the lighting, to cause the lamp to burn con-

tinually.

3 Without the vail of the testimony, in the

tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron
put it in order (for) from evening unto morn-
ing before the Lord continually; tus a statute

for ever in your generations.

4 Upon the pure candlestick shall he put
in order the lamps, before the Lord, con-

tinually.

5 ^ And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake
thereof twelve cakes: of two tenth parts shall

each one cake be.

G And thou shalt place them in two rows,

six in a row, upon the pure table before the

Lord.

7 And thou shalt put upon each row pure

frankincense, that it may be unto the bread

for a memorial," as a fire-offering unto the

Lord.

8 On every and each sabbath day shall he

place it in order before the Lord continually,

(obtained) from the children of Israel as an

everlasting covenant.

9 And it shall belong to Aaron and to his

sons; and they shall eat it in a holy place;

for it is most holy unto him, from the fire-

offerings of the Lord, a.s a perpetual fixed

portion.

10 Tl And thei-e went forth a son of an
Israelitish woman, but who was the son of an

Egyptian man, among the children of Israel

;

and there quarrelled together in the camji

this son of the Israelitish woman and an
Israelitish man.

11 And the son of the Israelitish woman
pronounced' the (holy) Name, and blasphem-

ed; and they brought him unto Moses: (and

his mother's name was Shelomith, the daugh-

ter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan
;)

12 And they placed him in ward, until the

decision of the Lord could be explained to

them.

13 Tf And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ino"

ful. The English version of this verse is too incorrect to

require rcnuirk.
" The bread belonged to the priest.s; but the frankin-

cense alone was burnt; consequently it ^as the memorial

for the showbreail, the same as above, ii. 2, &c., with the

ordinary meat-offering.

' "As Onkelos explains, he pronounced the most holy

name of God, which they had heard on Sinai, and blft«-

phemed."—ItASHl.
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14 Lead forth the bla.sphemer to without

the camp; and all that have heard him shall

lay their hands upon his head ; and all the

congrej^ation shall stone him.

15 And unto the children of Israel shalt

thou speak, saying, Whatsoever man that

blasj)hcmeth his God shall bear his sin.

10 But he that pronounced the name of

the Lord (with blasphemy) shall be put to

death, all the congregation shall stone him;
be he a stranger, or be he one that is bom in

the land, when he pronounceth the (holy)

Name (with blasphemy,) he shall be put to

death.

17 And he that taketh the life of any man
shall surely be put to death.

18 And he that taketh the life of a beast

shall make it good; beast for beast.

19 And if a man cause a bodily defect in

liis neighbour, as he hath done, so shall be

done to him;
20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth

for tooth : in the manner as he hath caused a

bodily injury in a man, so shall it be done to

him.*

21 And he that killeth a beast, shall make
restitution for it; and he that killeth a man,
shall be put to death.

22 One manner of judicial law shall ye
have, the stranger shall be equal with one of

your own country; for I am the Lord your
God.

2.3 And Moses spoke to the children of

Israel; and they led forth the blasphemer
to without the camp, and they stoned him
with stones; and the children of Israel did as

the Lord had commanded Moses.

Ilaphtorah in Ezckiol xliv. 15 to 31.

SECTION XXXII. BEHAR, -IHD.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 ^f And the Lord spoke unto Moses on

mount Sinai, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, When ye come into the land

wliich I give unto you, then shall the land

keep a sabbath unto the Lord.

3 Six years shalt thou sow thy field, and

' Properly, Yobel. Rasbi derives this word from Sav
"the ram," because the ram's born (comet) was blown to

announce it; but as horns from other animals were also
150

six years shalt thou prune thy vineyard, and
gather in the fruit thereof;

4 But in the seventh year there shall be a
sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath (in

honour) of the Lord: thy field shalt thou
not sow, and thy vineyard shalt thou not

prune.

5 That which groweth of its ovm accord

of thy harvest shalt thou not reap, and the

grapes of thy undressed vine shalt thou not

gather: a year of rest shall it be unto the

land.

6 And (the product of) the sabbath of the

land shall be unto you for food, for thee, and
for thy man-servant, and for thy maid-ser-

vant, and for thy hired labourer, and for thy
strangei", that sojourn with thee;

7 And for thy cattle, and for the beasts

that are in thy land, shall all its products be
(left) for food.

8 ^ And thou shalt number unto thee

seven sabbaths of years, seven years seven

times ; and the space of the seven sabbaths

of years shall be unto thee forty and nine

years.

9 And then shalt thou cause the sound of

the cornet to be heard, in the seventh month,

on the tenth day of the month; on the day
of atonement shall ye sound the comet
throughout all your land.

10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year,

and proclaim freedom throughout the laud

unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a

jubilee" unto you; and ye shall return, every

man, unto his possession, and ye shall return,

every man, unto his family.

11 A jubilee shall this, the fiftieth year, be

unto you: ye shall not sow, nor reap that

Avhich groweth of itself in it, nor gather in it

the friut of the undressed vines.

12 For it is the jubilee; holy shall it be

unto you : from the field shall yc eat the pro-

ducts thereof.

13 In this 3'ear of the jubilee shall 3'e re-

turn, every man, unto his possession.*

14 And if thou sell aught unto thy neigh-

bour, or buy aught of thy neighbour's hand,

ye shall not o^•errcach one the other;

15 According to the number of years after

the jubilee shalt thou buy of thy neighbour,

permitted for this service, Ramban derives it from Sa'

which signifies in Hiphil "to bring," that is, the year

when eauli man is brought back to his own.
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according unto the number of harvest-years*

shall he sell unto thee;

IG According to the multitude of years
shalt thou increase the price thereof, and ac-

cording to the fewness of years shalt thou
diminish the price thereof; for a number of

harvests doth he sell unto thee.

17 And ye shall not overreach*" one the

other; but thou shalt be afraid of thy God;
for I am the Lord 3'our God.

18 And ye shall do my statutes, and my
ordinances shall ye keep and do them; and
then shall ye dwell in the land in safety.*

19 And the land shall yield its fruit, and
ye shall eat your fill, and dwell in safety

therein.

20 And if ye should say, "Wliat shall we
eat in the seventh year? behold, we are not

permitted to sow, and we cannot gather in our

harvest

:

21 Then will I command my blessing unto

you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth

a harvest for three years.

22 And when ye sow in the eighth year,

then shall ye eat yet of the old harvest ; until

the ninth year, until its harvest come in,

shall ye eat of the old store.

23 And the land shall not be sold for a

permanence (to the purchaser) ; for the land

is mine; for strangers and sojourners are ye
with me.

24 And in all the land of your possession

ye shall grant a redemption for the land.*

25 Tl If thy brother become poor, and sell

away some of his possession: then may his

nearest of kin come and redeem what his

brother hath sold.

26 And if the man have none to redeem it,

and he acquire the means, sufficient to be able

to redeem it himself:

27 Then let him reckon the years since his

sale, and restore the overplus unto the man
to whom he sold it; and so shall he return

unto his possession.

"
i'. e. While harvesting is permitted to the buyer, or

the 3-ears that are to elapse till the jubilee; for then the

land returns to the original owner. Ilence the price is

higlior if the time to the jubilee be long, and smaller in

proportion ; as in next verse.
'' Tradition makes ijin not "deceive," but to "offend"

with words, to "excite to anger." But in our version we
followed Onkelos and others.

" Rashi renders this, " If a man purchase from the Le-
vites," &c. Our translation is after Arnheim, who coni-

28 But if his means do not suffice to enable

him to restore it to liim, then shall that

which he hath sold remam in the hand of
him that hatli bought it until the year of

the jubilee; and it shall be freed in the

jubilee, and he shall return unto his posses-

sion.*

29 ^ And if a man sell a dwelling-house

in a walled city, then shall the time of re-

demption last till the end of the year of his

sale ; a full year shall his time of redemption
last.

30 And if it be not redeemed within the
expiration of a full year, then shall the house
which is in the walled city remain as a per-

manence to him that bought it throughout
his generations; it shall not become freed in

the jubilee.

31 But the houses of the villages which
have no wall round about them shall be
counted as the fields of the country : they
shall have the right of I'edemption, and they
shall become freed in the jubilee.

32 And (respecting) the cities of the Le-

vites, the houses of the cities of their j^sses-

sion, a perpetual right of redemption shall

belong to the Levites.

33 And if a man of the Levites redeem"
somethmg, then shall the house tliat was
sold, and the city of his possession, become
freed in the jubilee; for the houses of the

cities of the Levites are their possession

among the children of Israel.

34 And a field of the suburbs of their cities

shall not be sold;"* for a perpetual possession

is it unto them.
35 ^ And if thy brother become poor, and

fall in decay with thee : then shalt thou assist

him, (yea) a stranger, or a sojourner, that he
may live with thee.

3G Thou shalt not take of him any usury
or increase; but thou shalt be afraid of thy
God : that thy brother may live with thee.

37 Thy money shalt thou not give him

ments, that if a Levite should redeem a property sold by
another of his tribe, it will revert to the original owner at

the jubilee; whereas, as regards the lands of other Israel-

ites, the law is silent, provided only that it must revert to

the tribe of the seller. Philippson renders, "any one of

the Levites may redeem," &c., and connects it with the

preceding verse ; and it then means, it requires no relative

to redeem, but any one of the Jjcvitieal tribe.

'' This is said to refer to a field sanctified by a Levi,

which is not to be forfeited to the priests as in xxvii. 21.
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upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for in-

crease.

38 I am the Lord your God, who have
brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to

give unto you the land of Canaan, to be unto

you a God.*

39 T[ And if thy brother become poor near

thee, and be sold unto thee: thou shalt not

compel him to work as a bond-servant.

40 But as a hired labourer, as a sojourner,

shall he be with thee; until the year of the

jubilee shall he serve with thee:

41 And then shall he depart from thee, he
and his children with him; and he shall re-

turn unto his own family, and unto the pos-

session of his fathers shall he return.

42 For my servants are they, whom I

brought forth out of the land of Egypt : they

shall not be sold as bond-men are sold.

43 Thou shalt not rule over him with
rigour; but thou shalt have fear of thy God.

44 But thy bond-man, and thy bond-wo-

man that shall remain thine, shall be of the

nations that are round about you; of them
may ye ])uy bond-man and Ijond-woman.

45 And also of the children of the strangers

that sojourn with you, of them may ye buy,

and of their families that are with you, which
they have begotten in your land; and they

shall remain to you as a possession.

40 And ye may transfer them as an inherit-

ance for your children after you, to inherit

them for a possession; you may hold them to

service for ever; but over your brethren the

children of Israel, one over the other, ye*

shall not rule with rigour.''"

47 ^f And if a stranger or sojourner wax
rich near thee, and thy brother become poor

near him, and he sell himself unto the so-

journing stranger near thee, or to a descend-

ant of a stranger's family

:

48 After he hath sold himself shall he

have the right of redemption; one of his

brethren may redeem him.

49 Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may
redeem him, or any that is near of kin unto

him of his family may redeem him ; or if he

obtain the means, he may redeem himself

50 And he shall reckon with him that

bought him from the year that he sold him-

self to him unto the year of the jubilee : and

the price of his sale shall be according to the
number of years, as the time of a hired
labouier shall he have been with him.

51 If there be yet many jears, according
to them shall he return the price of his re-

demption out of his purchase-monej.
52 And if there remain but few years unto

the year of the jubilee, then shall he reckon
with him; according to his years shall he
return the price of his redemption.

53 As a labourer hired from 3-ear to year
shall he jje with him; he shall not rule over
him with rigour before th}^ eyes.

54 And if he be not redeemed by (one of)

these means, then shall he go out in the year
of the jubilee, both he, and his children with
him.*

55 For unto me are the children of Israel

servants, my sen'ants are they, whom I have
brought forth out of the land of Egypt ; 1 am
the Eternal your God.

CHAPTER XXVI.
1 Ye shall not make j-ourselves any idols,

and a graven image, or a standing image
shall ye not rear up unto you, and any cai'ved

stone shall you not place in }our land, to bow
down upon it; for I am the Eternal your

God.
2 My sabbaths shall ye keep, and my

sanctuary shall ye reverence ; I am the Lord.

Haphtorah in Jeremiah xxxii. 6 to 27.

' Ileb. " Thou shalt uot rule," according to the Hebrew
idiom.

1&2

SECTION XXXIII. BECHUCKOTAY,
'npnn.

3 T[ If in my statutes ye Avalk, and if my
commandments ye keep, and do them

:

4 Then will I give you rains in their due
season, and the earth shall yield her pro-

ducts, and the tree of the field shall yield its

fruit.

5 And the threshing shall reach with yon
unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach

mito sowing-time; and ye shall eat your

bread to the full, and ye shall dwell safely in

your land.*

G And T will give peace in the land, and 3-0

shall lie down, with none to make you afraid;

and I will remove evil beasts out of the land,

and the sword shall not pass through your land.

7 And ye shall chase your enemies, and

they shall fall before 30U by the sword.
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8 And five of you shall chase a hundred,

and a hundred of you shall chase ten thou-

sand ; and your enemies shall fall before you
by the sword.

9 And I will turn myself unto you, and
make you fruitful, and nudtiply you; and I

will establish my covenant with you.'''

10 And ye shall eat very old store, and
the old shall ye reuio\'e away because of the

new.
11 And I will set my dwelling among you;

and my soul shall not loath" you.

12 And I will walk among you, and I will

be to you a God, and ye shall be to me a

peojjle.

1.3 I am the Eternal your God, who have

brought you forth out of the land of Egypt,

that ye should not be their bond-men; and I

have broken the bands of your yoke, and

caused you to Avalk upright.

14 ^ But if ye will not hearken unto me,

and Avill not do all these commandments;
15 And if my statutes ye despise, and if

my ordinances your soul loath, so as not to

do all my commandments, in that ye break

my covenant

:

IG Then will I also do this unto you, and
I will inflict on you terror, consumption, and

the burning ague, that consume the eyes, and
cause sorrow of heart; and ye shall sow in

vain your seed, for your enemies shall eat it.*"

17 And I will set my face agamst you, and

ye shall be struck down before your enemies

:

and they that hate you shall bear rule over

you ; and ye shall flee while there is no one

pursuing you.

18 And if with these things even ye will

not yet hearken unto me : then I will chastise

you yet more, sevenfold for your sins.

19 And I will break the pride of your

power ; and I will make your heaven as iron,

and your earth as copper:

20 And in vain shall your strength be

spent ; for your land shall not yield her pro-

ducts, and the tree of the land shall not yield

its fruit.

21 And if ye walk yet contrary unto me,

* " Fear not th.it after a long time I will be tired of you
and choose another nation to render it higher than you;

for I the Loud change not; and if you do your part, to

walk in my statutes, my dwelling shall be among you for

ever."

—

Wesseli.
' "You shall sow, but no'hing will grow; but if you

U

and if you refuse to hearken unto me : I will

bring more plagues upon you, sevenfold ac-

cording to your sins.

22 And I will send out against you the

beasts of the field, which shall rob you of your
children, and destroy your cattle, and dimi-

nish yourselves; so that your roads shall be

desolate.

23 And if notwithstanding these things ye
will not be reformed by me, and walk con-

trary luito me

:

24 Then will I also walk contrary unto
you, and I also will punish you, sevenfold for

your sins.

25 And I will bring over you the sword,

avenging the quarrel of mj^ covenant, so that

ye shall be gathered together within your
cities; and then will I send the pestilence

among you,'' that ye shall deliver yourselves

into the hand of the eneni}'

;

26 When I break unto you the stafi" of

bread ; and ten women shall bake your bread

in one oven, and they shall deliver your

bread again by weight; and ye shall eat, and
not be satisfied.

27 ^ And if notAvithstanding this ye will not

hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me

:

28 Then will I also walk contrary unto

you in fury ; and I, CA'cn I, will chastise }0u,

sevenfold for your sins.

29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your son.s,

and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.

30 And I will destroy your high places,

and cut down your sim-images, and cast 3-our

carcasses upon the carcasses of your idols;

and my soul shall loath ^'ou.

31 And I will render your cities a waste,

and I will make desolate your sanctuaries,

and I will not smell the savour of your sweet

odours.

32 And I will surely make desolate the

land: and your enemies who dwell therein

shall be astonished at it.

33 And you will I scatter among the nar

tions, and I will draw out after you the

sword; and your land shall be a desolate

wild, and your cities shall be a waste.

should have any thing in your fields, then shall your ene-

mies come and cat it."—K.\sni.
° Meaning, the people having violated the covenant, God

would send enemies into the laud, fleeing before whom
they should seek refuge in the towns, whence the plague

should drive them again into the power of their pursuers.
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34 Then shall the land .satisfy" its sal>

baths, all the days of its desolation, when ye

arc in the land of your enemies ; then shall

the land rest, and satisfy its sabbaths.

35 All the days of its desolation shall it

rest, the time which it did not rest in your

sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.

36 And regarding those that are left of

you, I will send a faintncss into their hearts

in the lands of their enemies ; and the sound

of a leaf shaken shall chase them ; and they

shall flee, as fleeing from the sword; and they

shall fall with none pursuing.

37 And they shall stumble one over the

othei", as before the sword, without one pur-

suing : and ye shall have no power to stand

before your enemies.

38 And ye shall be lost among the nations,

and the land of yoiu- enemies shall consume
you.

39 And they that are left of you shall pine

away in their iniquity in the land of your

enemies; and also through the iniquities of

their fathers shall they pine away with

them.

40 And they shall then confess their ini-

quity, and the iniquity of their fathers, (that)

through their trespass which they trespassed

against me, and also that (because) they had
walked contrary imto me

:

411 also had to walk^ contrary unto them,

and to bring them into the land of their ene-

mies; and then shall their uncircumcised

heart be humbled, and then shall they satisfy

their iniquity.

42 And I will then remember my covenant

with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac,

and also my covenant with Abraham will I

remember; and the land Avill I remember.

43 For the land shall be forsaken by them,

and shall satisfy its sabbaths, while it lieth

desolate without them, and they shall satisfy"

their initjuity ; because, even because my ordi-

nances they despised, and my statutes their

soul loathed.

44 And yet for all that, though they be in

* Make compensation for the years of release which the

Israelites did not observe according to the dictates of the

law.
' After rhilipp.son; as iSx is the future form; thus ex-

pressing an act ari.sing from a foregone cause. tN IX given

here with "and then," may also mean, as Kashi com-
ments, "perhaps tlion," or "wlicthcr tlien." Thus: "I
also had to walk contrary unto them, and bring them into
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the land of their enemies, will I not cast

them away, neither will I loath them, to

destroy them utterly, to break my covenant
with them; for I am the Lord their God.
45 But I will rememter for their sakes the

covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought
forth out of the land of Egypt before the eyes

of the nations, that I might be unto them a
God; I am the Lord.

46 These are the statutes and ordinances
and laws,"* which the Lord made between
him and the children of Israel on mount
Sinai, by the hand of Moses.*

CHAPTER XXVII.
1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

inf

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, If a man make a particular

vow, (to give) the estimated value of persons

in honour of the Lord :

3 If the estimated value concern a male
from tAventy years old and up unto sixty

years old, then shall the estimation be fifty

shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanc-

tuary.

4 And if it be a female, then shall the esti-

mation be thirty shekels.

5 And if (the person be) from five years

old unto twenty years old, then shall the esti-

mation of the male be twenty shekels, and for

the female ten shekels.

6 And if (the person be) from a month old

unto five years old, then shall the estimation

of the male be five shekels of silver, and for

the female the estimation (shall be) three

shekels of silver.

7 And if (the person be) from sixty yeai's

old and above, if it be a male, then shall the

estimation be fifteen shekels, and for the

female ten shekels.

8 But if he be too poor for this estimation,

then shall he present himself Ix'fore the priest,

and the priest shall value him; according to

the ability to pay of him that hath vowed
shall the priest value him.

the land of their enemies, (to see) whether then their un-

circumcised heart would be humbled, and they would then

atone for their iniquity."
" This word, employed also in verses 34 and 41, means

that they shall sutler such punishment as will be in full

satisfaction for the guilt they have incurred.

'' Arnheini adds, as an ellipsis, "of the covenant," to

tally with wliat follows, "between him," &c.
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9 ^ And if it be a beast," whereof men can
bring an ofiering unto the Lord, all that*" a
man giveth of such unto the Lokd tshall be
holy.

10 He shall not alter it, nor change it, a
good for a bad one, or a bad for a good one:

and if he should change beast for beast, then
shall it together with its exchange be holy.

11 And if it be any unclean beast, ofwhich
they cannot ofler a sacrifice unto the Lord,

then shall he present the beast before the

priest

:

12 And the priest shall value it, whether
it be good or bad; as the priest valueth it, so

shall it be.

13 And if he will redeem it, then shall he
add a fifth part thereof unto the estimated

value.

14 And if a man sanctify his house as holy

unto the Lord, then shall the priest value it,

whether it be good or bad; as the priest may
value it, so shall it stand.

15 And if he that sanctified it will redeem
his house, then shall he add the fifth part of

the money of the estimated value unto it, and
it shall remain his.*

16 And if a man sanctify some part of a

field of his possession unto the Lord, then

shall the estimation be in proportion to its re-

quired seed : the seed of a chomer of barley at

fifty shekels of silver.

17 If immediately after the year of the

jubilee he sanctify his field, according to this

estimation shall it stand.

18 But if after the jubilee he sanctify his

field, then shall the priest reckon unto him
the money in profiortion to the years that re-

main, until the year of the jubilee, and it

shall be deducted from the estimation.

19 And if he that sanctified the field will

redeem it, then shall he add the fifth part of

the money of the estimated <*alue unto it, and
it shall be assured to him.

20 But if he will not redeem the field, or

if he" have sold the field to another man, it

shall not be redeemed any more.
21 But the field, when it is freed in the

• This means only domestic animals, cattle proper, the

OS, sheep, and goat; for these only could be sacrificed.

' " If a man said, The leg of this shall be a burnt-offer-

ing, his words were valid, and it was sold for the purposes

of the burnt-offering, and all the proceeds were profane

property, with the exception of the value of that limb."

—

Kashi.

jubilee, shall be lioly unto the Lord, a.s a de-

voted field ; to the priest shall it belong as his

possession.'''

22 And if a man sanctify a field which he
hath bought, which is not of the fields of his

possession, unto the Lord:
23 Then shall the priest reckon unto him

the amount of the estimated value to the year
of the ju})ilee; and he shall give this estima-
tion on that day, as a holy thing unto the
Lord.

24 In the year of the jubilee the field shall

return unto him of whom he bought it, to the
one to whom belongeth the possession of the
land.

25 And all estimations of value shall be
according to the shekel of the sanctuary;
twenty gerahs shall be the shekel.

26 Only the first-born which shall, by be-

ing first born, be sacred unto the Lord among
cattle, no man shall sanctify;"* whether it be
ox, or lamb, it is the Lord's.

27 And if it be an unclean animal, then
shall he redeem it according to the estimated
value, and he shall add its fifth part thereto;

and if it be not redeemed, then shall it be
sold according to the estimated value.

28 But any devoted thing, which a man
may devote unto the Lord of all that he hath,

both of nuin and beast, and of the field of his

possession, shall not be sold nor redeemed:
every devoted thing is most holy unto the

Lord.*

29 Any one condemned," who shall be con-

demned to death among men, shall not Ije re-

deemed; he shall be put to death.

30 And every tithe of the land, of the
seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree,

belongeth to the Lord; it is holy unto the

Lord.

31 And if a man will redeem any part of

his tithe, its fifth part shall ho add thereto.*

32 And concerning the tithe of the herds,

or of the fiocks, whatsoever passeth under the

rod,' the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord.

33 He shall not search whether it be good

or bad, neither shall he change it : and if he

J. c. The treasurer of the sanctuary.

For the purpose of sacrifice, it being sacred by its

birth.

' According to Rashi's commentary; and it says that

the offering of the above valuations for the life of a COQ-

dcmned criminal shall be of no avail.

' " When he comes to tithe them, he causes them to go
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should change it, then both it and the ex-

change thereof shall be holy ; it shall not be

redeemed.

34 These are the commandments, which

the Lord commanded Moses for the children

of Israel on mount Sinai.

Ilaphtorah in .Jeremiah xvi. 19 to xvii. 14.

Uajihtorah for Sabbath Ilaggadole in Malachi iii. 4 to 24.

THE BOOK OF NUMBERS,
BEMIDBAR, imSD.

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF THE ISRAELITES IN THE DESERT.

SECTION XXXIV. BEMIDBAR, -im03.

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses in

the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of

the congregation, on the first day of the

second month, in the second year after their

going out of the land of Egypt, saying,

2 Take ye the sum of all the congregation

of the children of Israel, after their families,

by the descent from their fathers," by num-
bering the names,'' every male according to

their polls;

3 From twenty years old and upward, all

that are able to go forth to war in Israel:

these shall ^e number according to their

armies, thou and Aaron.
4 And with you there shall be one man

each of every tribe; a man who is the head
of his family division.

5 And these are the names of the men
that shall stand with you ; of Rciiben : Elizur

the son of Shedeiir.

6 Of Simeon : Shelumiel the son of Zurish-

addai.

7 Of Judah : Nachshon the son of 'Ammi-
nadab.

through a doorway, one after the other, and the tenth he

strikes with a rod having paint on it, that the animal may
be recognised as the tithe; and so was done to the lambs

and calves of every year."

—

Rashi.
* So llashi exphiins the term 3« JV3 "family descent

reckoned from the father." But generally it is nearly

synonymous with the word nnsiys family, and it may be

rendered "family division," or "branch," and is conse-

quently a .subdivision of "family," which it.sclf is less than
" tribe." In other instances 3« n'3 appears the major,

nnaiyo the lesser division. But in reality it means at
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8 Oflssachar: Nethanel the son of Zuiir.

9 Of Zebulun : Eliiib the son of Chelon.

10 Of the children of Joseph, of Ephraim

:

Elishama the son of 'Ammihud ; of Menasseh

:

Gamliel the son of Pedahzur.

11 Of Benjamin : Abidan the son of Gidoni.

12 Of Dan : Achiezer the son of 'Ammish-
addai

13 Of Asher: Pagiel the son of 'Ochran.

14 Of Gad : Elyassaph the son of Deiiel.

15 Of Naj^htali: Acliira the son of 'Euan.

16 These were the selected" of the congre-

gation, the princes of the tribes of their

fathers ; the heads of the thousands'* of Israel

were they.

17 And Moses and Aaron took these men
who are expressed by name

:

18 Aud all the congregation the}* assem-

bled together on the first day of the .second

month, and they were eurolled in the lists of

their pedigrees after their fomilies. ])y the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty }ears old and uinvard,

according to their polls.

19 As the LcwD had commanded Moses, so

did he number them in the wilderness of

Sinai.
'='

last only tho.-io who have a common ancestry; hence it

will be found variously rendered, to prevent the too fre-

quent repetition of the same term.

"With the number of their names."

—

English ver-

sion.

° 't«np "the called," from K")p "to call;" hence, tho.so

called to the meetings of the chiefs, the selectmai, repre-

sentatives; and so it is rendered elsewhere.
'' Philippson translates 'sSn not with " thousands," but

with " families," as 83'nonymous with "-jiSk in Genesis

xxxvi. 43.
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20 T[ And there were of the children of
i

Itciiben the first-born of Israel, by their gene-

!

rations, after their families, by the descent from
,

their fathers, by numbering the names, ac-

1

cording to their polls, every male from twenty
years old and upward, all that were able to

go forth to war;
21 Those that were numbered of the tribe

!

of Reuben, were forty and six thousand and
five hundred.

|

22 Tl Of the" children of Simeon, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, those that were

nuinbered of them, by numbering the names,

according to their polls, every male from

twenty j-ears old and upward, all that were

able to go forth to war;

23 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Simeon, were fifty and nine thousand and

three hundred.

24 ^ Of the children of Gad, by their gene-

rations, after their families, by the descent

from their fathers, by numbering the names,

from twenty years old and upward, all that

were able to go forth to war

;

25 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Gad, were forty and five thousand six hun-

dred and fifty.

26 T[ Of the children of Judah, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,

all that were able to go forth to war;

27 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Judah, were sevent}' and four thousand

and six hundred.

28 % Of the children of Issachar, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,

all that were able to go forth to war;
29 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Issachar, were fifty and four thousand and
four hundred.

30 \\ Of the children of Zebulun, by their

generations, after their famiUes, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,
all that were able to go forth to war;

' The S prefixed to each name must be taken in the

sense of "of," as though it read, "there were of the sons

of Simeon, &c., those that were numbered, fifty and nine

thousand and three hundred," <S:c.

31 Those that were numbered of the trilic

of Zebulun, were fifty and seven tliou.sand

and four hundred.

32 ^ Of the children of Joseph, namely, of

the children of Ephraim, by their generations,

after their families, by the descent from their

fathers, by numbering the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all that were able to

go forth to war;
33 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Ephraim, were forty thousand and five

hundred.

34: ^[ Of the children of Menasseh, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,
all that were able to go forth to war;

3o Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Menasseh, were thirty and two thousand

and two hundred.

36 T[ Of the children of Benjamin, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,

all that were able to go forth to war;
37 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Benjamin, were thirty and five thousand

and four hundred.

38 \\ Of the children of Dan, by then*

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their lathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,

"all that were able to go forth to war;
39 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Dan, were sixty and two thousand and
seven hundred.

40 T[ Of the children of Asher, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numbering the

names, from twenty years old and upward,

all that were able to go forth to war;
41 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Asher, were forty and one thousand and
five hundred.

42 ^ Of the children of Naphtali, by their

generations, after their families, by the de-

scent from their fathers, by numlx;ring the

names, from twenty years old and upward,

all that were able to go forth to war;

43 Those that were numbered of the tribe

of Naphtali, were fifty and three thousand

and four hundred.

44 % These are those that were numlx^red,

whom Moses numbered with Aaron, and the
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princes of Israel, being twelve men ; one man
each for his family division were they.

45 Thus were all those that were numbered
of the children of Israel, by the descent from

their fathers, from twenty years old and up-

ward, all that were able to go forth to war in

Israel,

—

46 Even all they that were numbered,
Avere six hundred thousand and three thou-

sand and five hundred and fifty.

4 7 But the Levites, after the tribe of their

fathers, were not numbered among them.

48 ^ For* the Lord had spoken unto
Moses, saying,

49 Only the tribe of Levi shalt thou not

numl^er, and their sum shalt thou not take,

among the children of Israel

;

50 But thou shalt appoint the Levites over

the tabernacle of the testimony, and over all its

vessels, and over all things that belong to it

:

they shall carry the tabernacle, and all its

vessels; and they shall minister unto it, and
round about the tabernacle shall they en-

camp.
51 And when the tabernacle is to be car-

ried forward, the Levites shall take it doA\ai

;

and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the

Levites shall set it up : and the stranger'' that

Cometh nigh shall be put to death.

52 And the children of Israel shall pitch''

their tents, every man by his own camp, and
every man by his own standard, according to

their armies.

53 But the Levites shall encamp round
about the tabernacle of the testimony, that

there bo no wrath upon the congregation of

the children of Israel : and the Levites shall

keep the charge of the tabernacle of the testi-

mony.
54 And the children of Israel did so ; all,

just as the Lord had comman.ded Moses, so

did they.*

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and

unto Aaron, saying,

2 Every man by his own standard, by the

ensigns of their family division, shall the chil-

dren of Israel pitch their tent : at some dis-

* j'. r. The not numbering of tlie Levites among the other

sons of Israel was owing to a previous command that

they should not be reckoned among them for secular

purposes.

tance round about the tabeniacle of the con-

gregation shall they encamp.
3 And the}', who encamp on the east, to-

ward the rising of the sun, shall be (those

who belong to) the standard of the camp of

Judah according to their armies: and the

prince of the children of Judah shall be Nach-
shon the son of 'Amminadab.

4 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were seventy and four thou-

sand and six hundred.

5 And those that encamp next unto him
shall be the tribe of Issachar : and the prince

of the children of Issachar shall be Nethanel
the son of Zuar.

6 And his host, and those that were num-
bered thereof, were fifty and four thousand
and four hundred.

7 (Then) the tribe of Zebulun : and the

prince of the children of Zebulun shall be

Eliab the son of Chelon.

8 And his host, and those that were num-
bered thereof, Avere fifty and seven thousand

and four hundred.

9 All that were numbered of the camp of

Judah were one hundred thousand and eighty

thousand and six thousand and four hundred,

according to their armies ; they shall fii'st set

forward.

10 ^ The standard of the camp of Reiiben

shall be on the south side, according to their

armies : and the prince of the children of

Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeiir.

11 And his host, and those that were num-
liered thereof, were forty and six thousand

and five hundred.

12 And those that encamp by him shall be

the trilie of Simeon : and the prince of the

children of Simeon shall be Shelumitil the son

of Zurishaddiii.

13 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were fifty and nine thousand

and three hundred.

14 Then the tribe of Gad : and the prince

of the sons of Gad shall be Elyassa])!! the son

of Reiiel.

15 And his host, and those that Avere num-
bered of them, were forty and five thousand

and six hundred and fifty.
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'' The word i; used here and elsewhere, signifies "one

strange in the matter specified;" here, therefore, any one

of Israel who is not a Levite.

" Lit. " Shall encamp."
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IG All that wore miiiilx'red of the camp

of lleiiben were one hundred thousand and
fifty and one thousand and four hundred and
fifty, according to their armies; and as the

second shall they set forward.

17 ^ Then shall the tabei'nacle of the con-

gregation, the camp of the Levites, set for-

ward in tlie midst of the camps : as they
encamp, so shall they set forward, every man
in his place after their standards.

18 ^f The standard of the camp ofEphraim
shall be on the west side, according to their

armies : and the prince of the sons of Ephraim
shall be Elishama the son of 'Ammihud.

19 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were forty thousand and five

hundred.

20 And by him shall be the tribe Menas-
seh ; and the prince of the children of Me-
nasseh shall be Gamliiil the son of Pedahzur.

21 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were thirty and two thousand
and two hundred.

22 Then the tribe of Benjamin: and the

prince of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abi-

dan the son of Gidoni.

23 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were thirty and five thousand
and four hundred.

24 All that wei'e numbered of the camp
of Ephraim Avere one hundred thousand and
eight thousand and one hundred, according

to their amiies. And as the third shall they

set forward.

25 ^ The standard of the camp of Dan
shall be on the north side, according to their

armies : and the prince of the children of

Dan shall be Achiezer the son of 'Ammi-
shaddai.

2G And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were sixty and two thousand
and seven hundred.

27 And those that encamp by him shall

be the tribe of Asher : and the prince of the

children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of

'Ochran.

28 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were forty and one thousand
and five hundred.

29 Then the tribe of Naphtali : and the

* This would seem to indicate that each tribe had its

separate banner, besides the general division-standards of

Judah, Reuben, Ephraim, and Dan.

prince of tlu" children of Naphtali shall be
Achira the son of 'Enan.

30 And his host, and those that were num-
bered of them, were fifty and three thousand
and lour hundred.

31 All those that were numbered of the
camp of Dan were one hundred thousand and
iifty and seven thousand and six hundred

;

the hindmost shall they set forward according
to their standards."

32 ^[ These are those that were numl)ered
of the children of Israel according to their

family divisions: and all those that were num-
bered of the camps, according to their armies,
were six hundred thousand and three thou-
sand and five hundred and fifty.

33 But the Levites were not numbered
among the children of Israel ; as the Lord
had commanded Moses.

34 And the children of Israel did all just

as the Lord had commanded Moses, so did

they encamjj by their standards, and so did

they set forward every one after his family, by
his division.*

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And these are the generations ofAaron
and Moses, on the day that the Lord spoke
with Moses on mount Sinai.

2 And these are the names of the sons of

Aaron : the firstrborn Nadab, and Abihu, Ehv-

zai', and Ithamar.

3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron,
the priests that were anointed, who were con-

secrated to minister as jiriests.

4 And Nadab and Abihu died before the

Lord, when they oflered a strange fire before

the Lord, in the Avilderness of Sinai, and they

had no children : and Elazar and Ithamar
ministered as priests in the life-time of Aaron
their father.

5 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, sa}-

ing,

G Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present

the same before Aaron the priest, that they

may sei've him.

7 And they shall keep his charge, and the

charge of the whole congregation*" before the

tent of the congregation, to do the service of

the taljemacle.

' The whole congregation arc interested that the duties

of the sanctuary be well performed ; consequently the

ministration of the Levites is doing the work of all Israel.
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8 And they shall keep all the vessels of

the tent of the congregation, and the charge

of the children of Israel, to do the service of

the tabernacle.

9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto

Aaron and to his sons : as associates are" they

given unto him out of the children of Israel.

10 And Aaron and his sons shalt thou in-

struct, that they shall guard well their priest's

office ; and the stranger that cometli nigh

shall be put to death.

11 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites

from the midst of the children of Israel in-

stead of every first-born that openeth the

womb among the children of Israel ; and the

Levites shall be mine.

13 Because mine is every first-born; on

the day when I smote every first-born in the

land oi" Egypt I hallowed unto me every first-

Ijorn in Israel, both man and beast : mine
shall they Ijc; I nm the Lord.*

14 ][ And the Loud spoke unto Moses in

the wilderness of Sinai, saying,

15 Number the children of Levi after their

divisions, by their families; every male of

them from a month old and upward shalt

thou mnnber.
10 And Moses numbered them according

to the order of the Lord, as he had been

commanded.
17 And these were the sons of Levi by

their names : Gershon, and Kehath, and Me-
rari.

18 And these are the names of the sons

of (iershon after their families : Libni, and
Shimi.

19 And the sons of Kehath after their

families: 'Araram, and Yizhar, Chebron, and
'Uzziel.

20 And the sons of Merari after their fa-

milies : Machli, and Mushi ; these are the

families of the Levites according to their

family divisions.

21 Of Gershon: the fixmily of the Libnites,

and the family of the Shimites; these are the

families of the Gershunites.

22 Those that were numljered of them, by
the numbering of all the nuiles from a month

* After Arnheim, who takes the. first ornj as a predi-

cate of the Levites ; and means then tliat they are ap-

pointed DJinj " associates" in the priest's office
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old and upAvard, even those that were num-
bered of them, were seven thousand and fi\-e

hundred.

23 The families of the Gerslumites used to

encamp behind the tabernacle, westward.

24 And the prince of the family division

of the Gershunites was Elyassaph the son of

Lael.

25 And the charge of the sons of Gershon
in the tabernacle of the congregation was the

tabernacle and the tent, its covering, and the

hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation,

26 And the hangings of the court, and
the curtain for the door of the court, which is

by the tabernacle and by the altar, round
about, and its cords for all the service thereof.

27 T[ And of Kehath : the family of the

'Amramites, and the family of the Yizharites,

and the family of the Chebronites, and the

fiimily of the "Uzzielites; these are the families

of the Kehathites.

28 By the numbering of aU the males,

from a month old and upward, they were
eight thousand and six hundred, keeping the

charge of the sanctuary.

29 The fixmilies of the sons of Kehath used

to encamp on the side of the tabernacle,

southward.

30 And the prince of the division of the

famiUes of the Kehathites was Elizaphan the

son of 'Uzziel.

31 And their charge was the ark, and the

table, and the candlestick, and the altars, and
the vessels of the sanctuary which are used

for the service, and the vail, and all belonging

thereto.

32 And the chief over the princes of the

Levites was Elazar the son of Aaron the

priest, having the oversight of those that

kept the charge of the sanctuary.

33 Of Merari : the fiimily of the Machlites,

and the fiimily of the Mushites; these are

the lamilies of Merari.

34 And those that were numbered of them,

by the numbering of all the males, from a

month old and upward, were six thousand

and two hundred.

35 And the chief of the division of the

families of Merari wa,s Zuriel the son of Abi-

chayil : they used to encamp on the side of

the tabernacle, northward.

30 And luider the custody and charge of the

sons of Merari were the lx)ards of the tabema-
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cle, and its bars, and its pillars, and its sockets,

and all its vessels, and all that belongeth

thereto,

37 And the pillars of the court round
about, and their sockets, and their pins, and
their cords.

38 But those that encamped before the ta-

bernacle toward the east, even before the

tabernacle of the congregation toward the

rising of the sun, were Moses, and Aaron, and
his sons, keeping the charge of the sanctuary

for the charge of the children of Israel ; and
the stranger that came nigh was to be put to

death.

39 All that Avere numbered of the Levites,

whom Moses numbered with Aaron, at the

command of the Lord, according to their fa-

milies, all the males from a month old and
upward, Avei'e twenty and two" thousand.'-'

40 T[
And the Lord said unto Moses, Num-

ber all the first-born males of the children of

Israel from a month old and ujjward, and
take the number of their names.

41 And thou shalt take the Levites for

me,'' I am the Lord, instead of all the first-

born among the childi'en of Israel ; and the

cattle of the Levites instead of all the first-

born among the cattle of the children of Israel.

42 And Moses numbered, as the Lord had
commanded him, all the first-bom among the

children of Israel.

43 And all the first-born males, by the

numbering of the names, from a month old

and upward, of those that were numbered of

them, were twenty and two thousand two
hundred and seventy and three.

44 ^\ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

iuf

45 Take the Levites instead of all the first-

born among the children of Israel, and the

cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle;

and the Levites shall be mine ; I am the Lord."

4G And (for) those that are to be i-edeem-

ed, the two hundred and seventy and three

of the first-born of the children of Israel, who
are more than the Levites

:

• Which Aben Ezra comments on, " beside three hun-
dred first-born among them, as these did not redeem the

first-born of Israel."

^ Mendelssohn renders "unto me the Loud;" but it

seems to be the phrase frequentl}' found by positive enact-

ments or prohibitions, and means to declare that they are

the authoritative injunctions of the great Sovereign, which
is the only reason assigned for fheir enactment.

V

47 Thou shalt take five shekels apiece for

the poll; after the shekel of the sanctuary

shalt thou take, twenty gerahs to the shekel

;

48 And thou shalt give unto Aaron and to

his sons the money, (for) those who are to be

redeemed of those that are over the number
of them.

49 And Moses took the redemption-money
of those that were over in number above those

who Avere redeemed by the Levites

:

50 Of the first-born of the children of Israel

did he take the money; a thousand three

hundred and sixty and five shekels, after the

shekel of the sanctuary'.

51 And Moses gave the money of those

who were redeemed unto Aaron and unto his

sons, by the order of the Lord; as the Lord
had commanded Moses.*

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying,

2 Take the sum of the sons of Kehath
from among the sous of Levi, after their fami-

lies, by their divisions,

3 From thirty years old and upward even

until fifty years old, all that are fitted for the

service,'' to do work at the tabernacle of the

congregation.

4 This shall be the service of the sons of

Kehath at the tabernacle of the congregation

:

the most holy things.

5 And Aaron shall come with his sons,

when the camp setteth forward, and they

shall take down the vail of the separation,

and cover therewith the ark of the testimony

;

And they shall put over it a covering of

badgers' skins, and they shall spread over all

a cloth wholly of blue (woollen 3'arn,) and
they shall put in its staves."

7 And over the taljle of the shoAvbread

shall they spread a cloth of blue, and put

thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the

tubes, and the staves of the coveruig; and the

continuaF l)read shall be thereon:

8 And they shall spread over them a cloth

" "Me the Lord."—Mendelssohn.
* After 3Iendelssohn ; lit., "That enter the army" or

"host," i. r. of those who do the service at the taber-

nacle, or those who are from thirty to fifty years of

age.
• i. e. In the rings fitted for their reception.

' {. e. The bread which is to be always upon the

table.
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of scarlet, and cover the same Avith a covering

of badgers' skins; and they shall put in its

staves.

9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and

cover the candlestick of the lighting, and its

lamps, and its tongs, and its snufl-dishes, and

all the oil-vessels thereof, wherewith they

minister by it

:

10 And they shall put it and all its vessels

within a covering of badgers' skins, and they

shall put it upon a barrow.

11 And over the golden altar shall they

spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a

covering of badgers' skins ; and they shall put

in its staves.

12 And they shall take all the vessels of

the service, wherewith they minister in the

sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue,

and cover them with a covering of badgers'

skins; and they shall put them on a barrow.

13 And they shall take away the ashes

from the altar, and spread over it a cloth of

purple

;

14 And they shall put upon it all its ves-

sels, wherewith they minister upon it, the

fire-pans, the forks, and the shovels, and the

basins, all the vessels of the altar; and they

shall spread over it a covering of badgers'

skins, and put in its staves.

15 And when Aaron and his sons have

thus made an end of covering the sanctuary,

and all the vessels of the sanctuary, when the

camp is to set forward : then shall, after that,

the sous of Kehath come to carry it; but

they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they

die; these are the things which the sons of

Kehath are to carry at the tabernacle of the

congregation.

16 And under the supervision of Elazar

the son of Aaron the priest shall be the oil for

the lighting, and the incense of spices, and

the dail}- meat-ofTering, and the anointing-oil

;

the supervision of all the taliernacle, and of

all that is therein, over the sanctuary, and

over its vessels.*

17 ^[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and

unto Aaron, saying,

18 Do ye" not cause the trilie of tlie fami-

lies of the Kehathites to be cut olf from among
the Levites:

' This ia an injunction to tbe chief superintendent- of

the sanctuary not to allow those who are to be engaged in

carrying it, to touch it in any wise before it is time, for
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19 But thus do unto them, that the}- may
live, and not die, when they approa'-h unto

the most holy things: Aaron and his sons

shall go in, and appoint them, every one, to

his service and to his burden;
20 That they many not go in to see when

the holy thmgs are covered, and die.

Ilaphtorah in Ilosea ii. 1 to 22.

SECTION XXXV. NAHSSO, NCT'l

21 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

22 Take also the sum of the sons of Ger-

shon, by their divisions, after their families

;

23 From thirty years old and ujDward until

fifty years old shalt thou number them ; all

that are fitted for the service, to do work in

the taljernacle of the congregation.

24 This shall be the service of the families

of the Gershunites, to serve, and to carry

:

25 They shall carry the curtains of the

tabernacle, and of the tent of the congrega-

tion, its covering, and the covering of the bad-

gers' skins that is over it alx»ve, and the hang-

ing for the door of the tabernacle of the con-

gregation,

26 And the hangings of the court, and the

hanging for the door of the gate of the court,

which is by the tabernacle and by the altar

round about, and their cords, and all the ves-

sels of their sei'vice ; and all that is delivered''

to them shall they perform.

27 By the command of Aaron and his .sons

shall be all the service of the sons of the Ger-

shunites, in all their carr^'ing, and in all their

service : and ye shall designate unto them in

charge all which they have to carry.

28 This is the service of the fimiilies of the

sons of the Gershunites at the tabernacle of

the congregation; and their charge shall be

under tlie supervision of Ithamar the son of

Aaron the priest.

29 ^1 The sons of Merari. thou shalt num-
ber after their families. In- their divisions;

30 From thirty years old and upward, even

until fifty years old, shalt thou number them,

every one that is fitted for the service, to do the

work of the tabernacle of the congregation.

by this they would incur the penalty of death. Hence

the great care enjoined here.

" After Oukelos, who renders nty;" in the sense " to be
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31 And this is what is confided to them to

carry, regarding all their service at the taber-

nable of the congregation : the boards of the

tabernacle, and its bars, and its pillars, and
its sockets,

32 And the pillars of the court round

about, and their sockets, and their pins, and
their cords, with all tlu'ir instruments, and

all which belongeth thereto; and by name
shall ye designate (to them) the vessels which
are confided to them to carry.

33 This is the service of the families of the

sons of Merari, regarding all their service, at

the tabernacle of the congregation, under the

supervision of Ithamar the son of Aaron, the

priest.*

34 And Moses with Aaron and the princes

of the congregation numbered the sons of the

Kehathites after their families, and after their

divisions,

35 From thirty years old and upward, even

until fifty years old, every one that was fitted

for the service, for the work at the tabernacle

of the congregation.

36 And those that were numbered of them
after their families were two thousand seven

hundred and fifty.

37 These were they that were numbered
of the families of the Kehathites, all that

could do service at the tabernacle of the con-

gregation, whom Moses with Aaron numbered
by the order of the Lord through the hand
of Moses.*

38 ][ And those that were numbered of

the sons of Gershon, after their families, and

after their divisions,

39 From thirty years old and upward,

even until fifty years old, every one that was

fitted for the service, for the work at the

tabernacle of the congregation,

40 Even those that were numbered of

them, after their families, after their divi-

sions, were two thousand and six hundred
and thirt3^

41 These are they that were numbered of

the famihes of the sons of Gershon, all that

could do service at the tabernacle of the con-

made over," or "assigned." Others render, "and what-

ever is to be done thereon."
* Perhaps referring to the priests, for they, being Le-

vitcs, were also numbered with the other Kehathites.

Kashi refers it to the music and singing, which devolved

on the Lentes. Jonathan has, "the service of watching."

gregation, whom Moses with Aaron numbered
by the order of the Lord.

42 And those that were numbered of the

families of the sons of Merari, after their fami-

lies, after their divisions,

43 From thirty years old and upward,
even until fifty years old, every one that was
fitted for the service, for the work at the

tabernacle of the congregation,

44 Even those that were niunbered of

them after their families, were three thousand
and two hundred.

45 These are those that were numbered of

the families of the sons of Merari, whom
Moses with Aaron numbered by the order of

the Lord through the hand of Moses.

46 All those that were numbered of the

Le\'ites, whom Moses with Aaron and the

chief of Israel numbered, after their families,

and after their divisions,

47 From thirty years old and upward,

even until fifty years old, every one that

came to do the service of the ministry," and
the service of the carrying at the tabernacle

of the congregation,

48 Even those that were numbered of

them, were eight thousand and five hundred
and eighty.

49 By the order of the Lord through the

hand of Moses, did he appoint** them, every

one to his proper service, and to his proper

carrying: and they were numbered, as the

Lord had commanded Moses.*

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Command the children of Israel, that

they send out of the camp every lepei-, and
every one that hath an issue, and whosoever

is defiled by the dead

:

3 Both male and female shall ye send out,

to -without the camp shall ye send them ; that

they defile not their camps, in the midst

whereof I dwell.

4 And the children of Israel did so, and

they sent them out to without the camp; as

Abcn Ezra comments, " to raise the tabernacle, to make
the bread, to slay (the sacrifices,) and to watch."

*• The different versions of the word tpa in this passage

are according to Mendelssohn; still, "appointing" is lite-

rally a "counting off" of all those are to do a certain

work together.
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the Lord had spoken unto Moses, so did the

children of Israel.

5 Tf And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

6 Speak unto the children of Israel, K any
man or woman commit any sin against a fel-

low-man, thereby doing a trespass against the

Lord, and this person thus become guilty

:

7 Then shall they" confess their sin which

they have committed; and he shall make
restitution for his trespass with the principal

thereof, and its fifth part shall he add thereto,

and give it unto him against whom he hath

trespassed.
"^

8 But if the man have no kinsman to

whom restitution could be made for the tres-

pass, then shall the trespass Avhich is restored

unto the Lord, Ijelong to the priest; besides

the ram of the atonement, whereby an atone-

ment shall be made for him.

9 And every offering of all the holy things

of the children of Israel, which they bring

unto the priest, shall be his.

10 And every man's hallowed things shall

be his;'^ whatsoever any man giveth to the

priest, shall belong to him.'''

11 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them. If the wife of any man go

aside, and connnit a trespass against him,

13 And a man lie with her carnally, and
it be hidden from the eyes of her husband,

because she hath been secretly defiled; and
there be no witness against her, and she have
not been detected in the fact;

14 And the spirit of jealousy come over

him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she

have been defiled; or the spirit of jealousy

come over him, and he be jealous of his wife,

and she have not been defiled

:

15 Then shall the man bring his wife unto

the priest, and he .shall bring her offering for

her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley-

meal; he shall not pour any oil upon it, nor

* The rapid change here from tlie singular to the plural,

is a peculiarity in Hebrew, easily understood, and has

been noticed before.
' I. e. If he should be living; but if dead, to his near

relatives. This will explain the succeeding verse, where
a person is spoken of who leaves no one authorized to

claim his property.
° A man has the right to bestow the gifts of the priest-

hood on whomsoever he pleases, although he cannot use

put any frankincense thereupon; for it is a

meat-offering of jealousy, a meat-offering of

memorial, bringinjj;; ini(iiiity to remembrance.
10 And the priest shall bring her near,

and place her betbre the Lord;
17 And the priest shall take holy water''

in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is

on the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall

take, and put it into the water;

18 And the priest shall place the woman
before the Lord, and uncover the woman's
head, and pnt upon her hands the meat-offer-

ing of memorial, it is the meat-offering of

jealousy; and in the hand of the priest

shall be the bitter waters that bring the

curse.

19 And the priest shall charge her by an
oath, and he shall say unto the woman, Kno
man have lain with thee, and if thou hast

not gone aside to uncleanness behind thy hus-

band: then be thou free from these bitter

waters that bring the curse.

20 But if thou hast gone aside behind thy

husband, and if thou hast been defiled, and
some man have lain with thee besides thy

husband :
—

"

21 And the priest shall charge the woman
with an oath of imprecation, and the priest

shall say unto the woman, The Lord then

make thee a curse and an oath among thy

people, Avhen the Lord doth cause thy thigh

to fall away, and thy belly to swell;

22 And these waters that bring the curse

shall go into thy bowels, to cause the belly to

swell, and the thigh to fiiU away; and the

Avoman shall say, Amen, amen.

23 And the priest shall write these curses

on a roll, and he shall blot them out with the

bitter waters.

24 And he shall cause the woman to drink

the bitter waters that bring the curse; and

the waters that bring the curse shall enter

into her, for bitterness.

25 And the priest shall take out of the

woman's hand the meat-offermg of jealousy,

them himself No individual priest has any claim on anj'

Israelite for the sacred things; but when once parted

with, then arc they the priest's in full right.

'' (. r. That which has been sanctified in the laver.

The preparation of the bitter waters a.s here described, of

the meanest materials in a mean vessel, was to typify the

abhorrence of incest in the estimation of the Lord.
• Here the idea breaks off, and is resumed in the next

verse at the words, "The Lord then make thee."
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and he shall wave the meat-offering before

tlie Lord, and bring it near to the altar:

26 And the priest shall take a handful

IVom the meat-ofl'ering, as its memorial, and
burn it upon the altar, and after that shall he

cause the woman to drink the Avatcr.

27 And when he hath made her drink the

water, then shall it come to pass, if she have

been defiled, and have committed a trespass

against her husband, that the waters that bring

the curse shall enter into her, for bitterness,

and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall

fall away ; and the woman shall become a

curse among her people.

28 And if the woman have not been de-

filed, but be clean : then shall she remain un-

harmed, and she shall conceive seed.

29 This is the law of jealousies, when a

woman goeth aside behind her husband, and

hath been defiled;

30 Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh

over him, and he be jealous of his wife f and

he shall place the Avoman before the Lord,

and the priest shall do unto her altogether

according to this law.

ol And the man shall be guiltless from

iniquity; but this woman shall bear her ini-

quity.''

CHAPTER VI.

1 \\ And the Lord spoke imto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and

say unto them. When either man or woman
pronounce an especial vow, the vow of a Na-

zarite, to be abstinent in honour of the Lord :

3 Then shall he abstain from wine and

strong drink, vinegar of wine, or vinegar of

strong drink shall he not drink, and any
infusion of grapes shall he not drink, and
grapes, fresh or dried, shall he not eat.

4 All the days of his abstinence shall he
eat nothing that is made of the grape-vine,

from the kernels even to the husk.

5 All the days of the vow of his abstinence

no razor shall pass over his head : until the

days be completed, in Avhich he abstaineth in

honour of the Lord, shall he be holy, letting

grow untouched the hair of his head.

I

6 All the days of his abstinence in honour

of the Lord shall he not come near any dead

body.

7 On his father, or on his mother, on his

brother, or on his sister, shall he not make
himself unclean, when they die ; becau.se the

consecration of his God is up(m his head.

8 All the days of his abstinence is he holy

unto the Lord.

9 And if some one die very suddenly by
him, and he thus defile his consecrated head :

then shall he shave his head on the day of his

being cleansed, on the seventh day shall he

shave it.

10 And on the eighth day shall he bring

two turtle-doves, or two 3'Oung pigeons, to the

priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation :

11 And the priest shall prepare the one

for a sin-ofl'ering, and the other for a burnt-

offering, and make an atonement for him, be-

cause he hath sinned through the dead; and

he shall hallow' his head on that same day.

12 And he shall consecrate unto the Lord

(again) the days of his abstinence, and he

shall bring a sheep of the first year for a tres-

pass-ofiering ; but the prior days shall not be

counted, because his consecration hath been

defiled.

13 And this is the law of the Nazarite

:

on the day when the days of his abstinence

are completed, shall he present himself at the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation ;

14 And he shall bring his offering unto the

Lord, one male sheep of the first year with-

out blemish for a Ijurnt-oflering, and one ewe
of the first 3ear without blemish for a sin-

ofiering, and one ram without blemish for a

peace-offering,

15 And a basket of unleavened bread,

cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, and un-

leavened wafers anointed Avith oil ; and their

meat-offering, and their drink-offerings.

16 And the priest shall bring them near

before the Lord, and he shall offer his sin-

offering, and his burnt-offering

:

17 And the ram shall he offer for a sacri-

fice of peace-offering unto the Lord, with the

basket of unleavened bread; and the priest

* Here is evidently understood, " And she hath not

been defiled."

—

Arnheim.
^ Even if he should have exposed her without full

cause to the above disgraceful procedure ; since, if it was

even an improper levity of conduct, alone, by which she

has excited his jealousy, she has incurred guilt, and de-

serves a just punishment.

—

Armieim.
°

t. e. Commence anew to let his hair grow.
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offer his meat-offering, and his drink-offer-

ing.

18 And the Nazarite shall shave at the

door of the tabcniacle of the congregation his

consecrated head ; and he shall take the hair

of his consecrated head, and put it on the fire

which is under the sacrifice of the peace-

offering.

19 And the priest shall take the shoulder

of the ram when it is cooked, and one unlea-

vened cake out of the Ijasket, and one unlea-

vened wafer, and he shall put them upon the

hands of the Nazarite, after he hath shaved

his consecrated (head.)

20 And the priest shall make with them a

waving before the Lord ; it is a holy gift for

the priest, together with the breast that

was waved and the shoulder that was lifted

up :" and after that may the Nazarite drink

wine.

21 This is the laAv of the Nazarite who
hath vowed ; his offering unto the Lord for

his abstinence, besides that which he may be

able to give : according to his vow which he

may vow, so must he do in addition to what
is required by the law of his abstinence.

22 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

23 Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons,

saying, Thus'' shall ye bless the children of

Israel, saying unto them,

24 ^ The Lord bless thee, and preserve

thee

:

25 ^f The Lord make his face shine unto

thee, and be gracious to thee

:

26 *\\ The Lord lift up his countenance

unto thee, and give thee peace.

27 ^1 And they shall put my name" upon

the children of Israel : and I will bless them.*

* As usual with other pcacc-offcrings.

" You shall not bless them with a blessing of your

own, as a man says : IMay such a good come upon the

head of that one ; but unto me shall ye pray that I may

bless them ; as it is said here, " May the Loun bless thee
;"

and I will hear your voice and bless Israel.

—

Kasiiham.

The blessings, however, arc not for the bestowal of worldly

goods merely ; for they also refer to the Divine grace and

light, which are the greatest good unto man.
° This cither means, as Rashi says, that in blessing the

people the priests should pronounce the most holy name

of tlio liOHi), or that they should, as s.aid already, refer

the issue of events to God alone, who would bless as might

seem best in his wisdom.
' After the altar had been duly consecrated by the cere-

monies and sacrifices detailed in their proper places, the

princes of the congregation volunteered yet more than the
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CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ And it came to pass on the day that

Moses had finally set up the tabcniacle, and
had anointed, and sanctified it. and all its ves-

sels, as also the altar and all its vessels, and
had anointed them, and sanctified them

;

2 That the princes of Israel, the heads of

their family divisions, who were the princes

of the tribes, the same who had superintended

the numbering, offered.

3 And they brought their offering before

the Lord, six covered wagons, and twelve

oxen ; a wagon for two princes, and an ox
for each one: and they presented them be-

fore the tabernacle.

4 And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying,

5 Take it from them, that they may be

used to do the service of the tabernacle of the

congregation ; and thou shalt give them unto

the Levites, to every man according to his

service.

6 And Moses took the wagons and the

oxen, and gave them unto the Levites.

7 Two of the wagons and four of the oxen
he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according

to their service

:

8 And four of the wagons and eight of the

oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari. accord-

ing to their service, under the supervision of

Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.

9 But unto the sons of Kehath he gave

none ; because the service of the sanctuary

belonged inito them, they Avere to bear upon
their shoulders.

10 The princes also offered for the dedi-

cating of the altar on the day that it was
anointed ; and the princes presented their

offering before the altar.*

large gifts bestowed by them for the erection of the taber-

nacle, to testify their devotion for the religion which they

had received. The first offering they brought, consisting

of six covered wagons, with twelve draught oxen, Moses
would not accept, till he was ordered to do so, and to ap-

ply them to the use of the Levites. Now the most holy

things, as the ark, the altars, the table, and the candle-

stick, were intru.sted to the sons of Kehath; but as all

these were to be carried upon the shoulder, no beast of

burden was assigned to them. Different, however, was it

with those who were charged with the transportation of

the heavier articles belonging to the tabernacle, to wit,

the sons of Gershon, and they received therefore two

wagons and four oxen, while those who carried the

boards, pillars, and sockets, &c., of the tabernacle and

court, the sons of Merari, obtained four wagons and eight

oscn to aid them in their more laborious work. In addi-
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11 And the Lord said unto Moses, One
prince each on a given day, shall they offer

their offering, for the dedication of the

altar.*

12 ^ And he that offered his offering on
the first day Avas Nachshon the son of 'Am-
minadab, of the tribe of Judah

:

13 And his offering was one silver charger,

the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver liowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary ; both of

them full of fine flour mingled Avith oil for a

meat-offering;

11 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full

of incense

;

15 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-offering

;

16 One he-goat for a sin-offering;

1 7 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering, two
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep of

the first year ; this was the offering of Nach-
shon the son of 'Amminadab.

18 ^ On the second day Nethanel the son

of ZuJir, the prince of Issachar, did offer

:

19 He offered for his ofi'ering one silver

charger, the weight whereof was a hundred
and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy

shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary

;

both of them full of fine flour mingled with

oil for a meat-offering

;

20 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full

of incense

;

21 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first 3'ear, for a burnt-offering

;

22 One he-goat for a sin-offering

;

23 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering, two
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep of

the first year; this was the offei'ing of Ne-
thanel the son of Zuiir.

24 1[ On the third day Eliab the son of

Chelon, the prince of the children of Zebulun,
did offer

:

25 His offering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

tion to these presents, the prinees also came charged each
with the same sacrifices and vessels for the use of the

sanctuarj- ; and so well was this liberality received by the

Most High, that Jloses was ordered to enjoin upon the

princes that the sacrifices should not be offered all at once,

but during a period of twelve days, and that they should use

the order in which they moved forward in their march :

them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a
meat^oftering

;

26 One s^joon of ten shekels of gold, full

of incense

;

27 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep
of the first year, for a burnt-offering;

28 One he-goat for a sin-offering

;

29 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering, two
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep of
the first year ; this was the offering of Eliab
the son of Chelon.

30 *\] On the fourth day Elizur the son of
Shedeiir, the prince of the children of Reuben,
did offer

:

31 His ofiering was one silver charger, the
weight whereof Avas a hundred and thirt}' she-

kels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after

the shekel of the sanctuary ; both of tliem full of
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat-offermg

;

32 One sj^oon of ten shekels of gold, full

of incense

;

33 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep
of the first year, for a burnt-ofl'ering

;

34 One he-goat for a sin-offering

;

35 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

two oxen, five I'ams, five he-goats, five sheep
of the first .year; this was the offering of

Elizur the son of Shedeiir.

36 ^\ On the fifth day Shelumiel tlie son
of Zurishaddai, the prince of the children of

Simeon, did ofler:

37 His ofiering Avas one silver charger, the

weight Avhcreof Avas a hundred and thirty

shekels, one sih'er bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled Avith oil for a
meat-offering

;

38 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of

incense

;

39 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-offering;

40 One he-goat for a sin-offering;

41 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

tAvo oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this Avas the ofiering of She-

lumiel the son of Zurishaddai.'^'

Judah first, then Zebulun, Issachar, &c., ending with

Naphtali, not according to the order of the birth of the fa-

thers of the tribes. There was no difference whatever in

tlie gifts of the various chiefs; tiius showing that all were
alike acceptable, whetlicr descended from Leah and Rachel,

or from Zilpah and Bilhuh. This is also probably the

rea.son why they are all separately recorded.
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42 ^ On the sixth day Elyassaph the son

of Deiiel," the in-ince of the children of Gad,

id offer

:

43 His offering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a

meat-offering;

44 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of

incense

;

45 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-offering;

46 One he-goat for a sin-offering:

47 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this was the offering of

Elyassaph the son of Deiiel.

48 Ti
On the seventh day Elishama the

son of 'Ammihud, the prince of the children

of Ephraim, did offer

:

49 His offering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a

meat-offeruig

;

50 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of

incense

;

51 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-ofiering;

52 One he-goat for a sin-offering;

53 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this was the offering of

Elishama the son of 'Ammihud.
54 ^ On the eighth day Gamliel the son of

Pedahzur, the prince of the children of Me-

nas.seh, did offer:

55 His offering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof Avas a hundred and thirt}'

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a

meatroffering;

5G One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of

incense

;

57 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a Inirnt-offering;

58 One he-goat for a sin-offering

;

59 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

* This name is elsewhere (!!. 14) given as Reiiel, the T

resh being substituted for i daleth.

two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep
of the first year; this was the offering of

Gamliel the son of Pedahzur.

CO ^ On the ninth day Abidan the son of

Gidoni, the prince of the children of Benja-

min, did offer:

61 His oflering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a

meat-offering;

62 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of

incense

;

63 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-offering

;

64 One he-goat for a sin-ofiering;

65 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

two oxen, five rams, fixe he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this was the oflering of

Abidan the son of Gidoni.

66 Tl On the tenth day Achiezer the son

of 'Amniishaddai, the prince of the children

of Dan, did offer

:

67 His oflering Avas one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a

meat-ofleriug

;

68 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of

incense

:

69 One 3'oung bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first 3'ear, for a burnt-oflering

;

70 One he-goat for a sin-oflering

;

71 And for a sacrifice of peace-oflering,

two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this was the oflering of

Achiezer the son of 'Amniishaddai.*

72 T[ On the eleventh day Pagiel the son

of 'Ochran, the prince of the children of

Asher, did ofl'er:

73 His offering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled with oil lor a

meat-ofl'ering

;

74 One spoon of ton shekels of gold, full of

incense

;

75 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-oflering

;

76 One he-goat for a sin-t)flering;

77 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,
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two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this was the offering of Pa-

giel the son of 'Ochran.

78 ^ On the twelfth day Achira the son

of 'Enan, the prince of the children of Naph-
tali, did offer

:

79 His oflering was one silver charger, the

weight whereof was a hundred and thirty

shekels,- one silver Ijowl of seventy shekels,

after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of

them full of fine flour mingled Avith oil for a

meat-offering;

80 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, fuU of

incense

;

81 One young bullock, one ram, one sheep

of the first year, for a burnt-offering

;

82 One he-goat for a sin-ofiering;

83 And for a sacrifice of peace-offering,

two oxeu, five rams, five he-goats, five sheep

of the first year; this was the offering of

Achira the sou of 'Euan.

84 ^ This was the dedication-offering of

the altar, on the day when it was anointed,

from the princes of Israel: twelve silver

chargers, twelve silver bowls, twelve golden

spoons

;

85 A hundred and thirty shekels was the

weight of each silver charger, and seventy of

each bowl ; the silver of all the vessels was
two thousand and four hundred shekels, after

the shekel of the sanctuary;

86 Twelve golden spoons, full of incense ;*

ten shekels was the weight of each spoon,

after the shekel of the sanctuary ; all the gold

of the spoons was a hundred and twenty
shekels.*

87 All the oxen for the burnt-ofliering were

' Rashi, after Talmud Mcnachoth, remarks: "We find

no mention of incense for an individual, nor such an offer-

ing upon the outer altar, (i'. c. that of burnt-offering,) ex-

cept in this instance, (('. e. at the consecration of the

tabernacle,) and it was merely permitted as n;'!? nxiin a

temporary rule only for the time." In farther explana-

tion of this view, it may be added, that incense was a na-

tional offering, ordered to be burnt upon the golden altar,

before the vail, morning and evening, and to be carried

within the vail on the d-iy of atonement. A special dis-

pensation must therefore have been granted to do as the

princes did at the consecration, though probably the mix-
ture was not identical with that prepared for the sanctuary
under the superintendence of Moses. This, however, in

no wise abolishes the force of the general prohibition, nor
can it legalize our deviating therefrom, unless by an equally

authoritative dispensation ; and thus a strange incense

could on no account be offered on either altar, after the
W

twelve bullocks, the rams were twelve, the
.sheep of the first year twelve, with their

meat-offering ; and the he-goats for sin-offering

were twelve.

88 And all the oxen for the sacrifice of the
peace-offerings were twenty and four bullocks,

the rams were sixty, the he-goats sixt}-, the
sheep of the first year sixty; this was the
dedication-offering of the altar, after it had
been anointed.

89 And when Moses went into the taber-

nacle of the congregation to speak with Him,
then heard he the voice speaking unto him
from off' the mercy-seat that was upon the
ark of testimony, from between the two che-

rubim : and thus he spoke unto him.

Ilaphtorah in Judges xiii. 2 to 25.

SECTION XXXVI. BEHANGALO-
TECHA, inSrnn.

CHAPTER Vm.
1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him,

When thou lightest the lamps,'' then shall the

seven lamps give light toward the body of the

candlestick.

3 And Aaron did so; toward the body of

the candlestick did he light its lamps; as the

Lord had commanded Moses.

4 And this was the workmanship of the

candlestick: It was of beaten gold, from the

shaft thereof, unto the flowers thereof, it was
beaten work; according unto the pattern

event under consideration. There are other instances in

Scripture, of a temporary suspension of certain precepts,

such as the officiating of Moses before Aaron's assumption

of the priestly office; the sacrifice of Elijah on Carmel,

against the positive order of the law not to offer any

thing at any other place save the chosen sanctuary. But
it will always be seen that there were weight}- reasons for

the .suspensions,—that they were sanctioned or ordained

by the Holy Spirit; and that conse(|Uently we are from

such premises not authorized to suspend any precept by

our own authority, except there be an absolute necessity

which compels us to disobey.
' The middle light, which was not on the branches,

but on the body of the candlestick ; the wicks of the six

lamps, upon the six branches, of the three eastern, as well

as of the three western, were turned toward the middle

lamp.—K.\sHi. In this manner the whole seven lights

were all turned to one point.
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which the Lord had sho^vn Moses, so made
he the candlestick.

5 T[ And tlieXoRD spoke unto Moses, saying,

6 Take the Levites from the midst of the

children of Israel, and cleanse them.

7 And thus shalt thou do unto them, to

cleanse them: Sprinkle upon them water of

puriiication, after they have let the razor pass

over all their flesh, and then let them wash
their clothes, and so shall they be clean.

8 And they shall take a young bullock

with his meat-oflering, fine flour mingled
with oil; and another young bullock shalt

thou take for a sin-ofl'ering.

9 And thou shalt brmg near the Levites

before the tabernacle of the congregation:

and thou shalt assemble together the whole
congregation of the children of Israel.

10 And when thou hast brought near the

Levites before the Lord, then shall the chil-

dren of Israel lay their hands upon the Le-
vites :

11 And Aaron shall make with the Le-
vites a waving before the Lord from the chil-

dren of Israel, that they may be ready to

execute the service of the Lord.
12 And the Levites shall lay their hands

upon the heads of the bullocks: and thou
shalt prepare the one as a sin-offering, and
the other as a burnt-offering, unto the Lord,
to make an atonement for the Levites.

13 And thou shalt place the Levites before

Aaron and before his sons, and make with
them a waving before the Lord.

14 Thus shalt thou separate the Levitts

from the midst of the children of Israel; and
the Levites shall be mine.*

15 And after that shall the Levites go in

to do the service of the tabernacle of the con-

gregation: after thou shalt have cleansed

them, and made with them a waving.
10 For they are wholly given" unto me

from the midst of the children of Israel; in-

stead of every one that openeth the womb,
of every first-bom of the children of Israel,

have I taken them unto me.

' Kashi comments on D'jn: D'jn: " they are given for

carrying, given for singing." (See, however, for a differ-

ent version, according to our authorities, above, iii. 9.)
^ i'. c. At this period they should commence to learn

the service, which they entered on at thirty years. Rash-
bam reconciles the difficulty of iv. 3, kc, where thirty

years arc named, that that limit applied only to the ear-
170

17 For mine are all the first-born of the
children of Israel, both of man and beast : on
the day that I smote every first-born in the

land of Egypt did I sanctify them imto my-
self

18 And I have taken the Levites, instead

of all the first-born among the children of Is-

rael.

19 And I have given the Levites as a gift

to Aaron and to his sons from the midst of

the children of Israel, to do the ser^^ce of

the children of Israel in the tabernacle of

the congregation, and to make an atonement
for the children of Israel; that there be no
plague among the children of Israel, when
the children of Israel come nigh unto the

sanctuary.

20 And so did Moses, and Aaron, and all

the congregation of the children of Israel, to

the Levites; according unto all that the Lord
had commanded Moses concerning the Le-

vites, so did the children of Israel unto them.

21 And the Levites purified themselves,

and they washed their clothes; and Aaron
made with them a waving before the Lord:

and Aaron made an atonement for them to

cleanse them.

22 And after that went the Levites in to _

do their service in the tabernacle of the con-

gregation before Aaron, and before his sons;

as tlie Lord had commanded Moses concern-

ing the Levites, so did they unto them.

2.3 ][ And the Lord spoke imto Moses,

saying,

24: This shall be the rule for the Legates

:

From twenty and five'' j-ears old and upward
shall he go into the ranks to do the service

of the tabernacle of the congregation

;

T
25 And from the age of fifty years shall he

go out of the ranks of the ser\'ice; and he

shall serve no more

:

2G But he shall wait on his brethren in

the tabernacle of the congregation, to kee})

the charge, but the service shall he not per-

form; thus shalt thou do unto the Levites in

the discharKC of their oflice.*

rying of the holy vessels and parts of the tabernacle,

which also terminated with the fiftieth year; but that all

other Levitical functions commenced at twenty-five and

continued while the faculties lasted. Oukclos and Iliishi

also render verse 2G, "But he shall serve triih his

brethren," thus also confining the excluded service to

the carrying of the s.inctuary.
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CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses in

the -nalderness of Sinai, in the second year

after their coming out of the land of Egypt,

in the first month, saying,

2 That the children of Israel shall prepare

the passover-lamb at its appointed season.

3 On the fourteenth day of this month, to-

Avard evening, shall ye prepare it at its ap-

pointed season : according to all its ordi-

nances, and according to all its prescribed

rules, shall ye prepare it.

4 And Moses spoke unto the children of

Israel, that they should prepare the passover-

lamb.

5 And they prepared the passover-lamb on

the fourteenth day of the first month toward

evening in the wilderness of Sinai : according

to all that the Lord had commanded Moses,

so did the children of Israel.

6 But there Avere certain men, who had

been defiled by the dead body of a man, and
they could not prepare the passover-lamb on

that day: and they came before Moses and
before Aaron on that day.

7 And these men said unto him, "We are

defiled by the dead body of a man : where-

fore shall we be kept back, so as not to offer

the sacrifice of the Lord at its appointed sea-

son in the midst of the (other) children of

Israel

?

8 And Moses said unto them. Wait ye, and
I Avill- hear what the Lord will command con-

cerning you.

9 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, sa}--

ing, If any man whatever should be unclean

by reason of a dead body, or be on a distant

journey," among you or your posterity: yet

shall he prepare the passover-lamb unto the

Lord;
11 In the second month on the fourteenth

day toward evening shall they prepare it,

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs shall

they eat it.

12 They shall leave none of it until morn-
ing, and no bone shall they break on it : ac-

* This is explained to mean any distance which pre-

vents one from being within the precincts of the temple
at the time of the slaying of the passover-lamb.

cording to the Avhole ordinance of the pass-

over-laml) shall they prepare it.

13 But the man that is clean, and is not

on a journey, and forbeareth to prepare the

passover-lamb, even that same soul shall be

cut off from his people ; because the ofl'ering

of the Lord hath he not brought at its

appointed season, his sin shall that man
bear.

14 And if a stranger sojourn among you,

and will prepare the jjassover-lamb unto the

Lord : according to the ordinance of the pass-

over-lamb, and according to its prescribed

rule, so shall he prepare it ; one statute shall

be for you, both for the stranger, and for the

native born in the land.''-

15 ^[ And on the day that the tabernacle

was reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle

of the tent of the testimony : and in the even-

ing there was upon the tabernacle as it were
the appearance of fire, until morning.

IG So it used to be always : the cloud co-

vered it (l)y day,) and the appearance of fire

by night.

17 And as the cloud was taken up from
the tabernacle, then after that did the chil-

dren of Israel journey forward : and in the

place Avhere the cloud halted, there did the

children of Israel encamp.
18 At the order of the Lord did the chil-

dren of Israel journey forward, and at the

order of the Lord they encamped : all the

days that the cloud abode upon the taberna-

cle did they remain in camp.
19 And when the cloud tarried upon the

tabernacle many da}s, then did the children

of Israel keep the charge of the Lord, and
journeyed not.

20 And at times it was, that the cloud re-

mained but a few daj's u])on the tabernacle

;

at the order of the Lord they abode in camp,
and at the order of the Lord they journeyed

forward.

21 And at times it was, that tlie cloud

remained from evening until morning; and
when the cloud was taken up in the morning,

they journeyed forward; or a day and a night,

and when the cloud was taken up, they jour-

neyed forward

;

22 Or two days, or a month, or a year; so

long as the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle,

to remain thereon, did the children of Israel

remain encamped, and journeyed not forward

;
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but when it was taken up, they journeyed

forward.

23 At the order of the Lord they remained

in camp, and at the order of the Lord they

journeyed forward : the charge of the Lord

they kept, at the order of the Lord by the

hand of Moses.

CHAPTER X.

1 % And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

2 Make unto thyself two trumpets of silver,

beaten out of one piece shalt thou make them;

and they shall serve thee for the calling of

the congregation, and for the setting forward

of the camps.

3 And Avhen they shall blow \yiih both,

all the congregation shall assemble themselves

unto thee at the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation.

4 And if they blow* with but one, then shall

assemble themselves unto thee the princes, the

heads of the thousands of Israel.

5 And when ye blow an alarm, then shall

set forward the camps that encamp on the

east side.

6 And when ye blow an alarm the second

time, then shall set forward the camps that

encamp on the south side : an alann shall

they blow for their setting fonvard.

7 But at the assembling of the assembly,

ye shall blow, but }-e shall not sound an

alarm.

8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall

blow ^vith the trumpets ; and they shall be

to you for an ordinance for ever throughout

your generations.

9 And if ye go to war in your land against

the oppressor that oppresseth you, then shall

ye blow an alarm with the trumpets ; and ye

shall be remembered'' before the Lord your

God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies.

10 And on the day of your gladness, and

on your appointed festivals, and on the begin-

nings of your months, shall ye blow with the

trumpets over your burnt-offerings, and over

the sacrifices of your peace-offerings ; and they

shall be to you for a memorial before your

God ; I am the Lord your God.

• The "simple blowing" n;'"pn and the '-alann" n;'nn

are the sounds now blown on the coraet in the New-Year's

festival.
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11 ^ And it came to pass in the second
year, in the second month, on the twentieth

da}' of the month, that the cloud was taken
up from off the taljeniacle of the testimony.

12 And the children of Israel set forward
on their journeys from the wilderness of Si-

nai, and the cloud halted in the wilderness

of Paran.

13 And they set forward for the first time
at the order of the Lord by the hand of

Moses.

14 And the standard of the camp of the

children of Judah set foi-ward at the first, ac-

cording to their armies: and over their host

was Nachshon the son of 'Amminadab.
15 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Issachar was Nethanel the son of

Zuar.

16 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of

Chelon.

17 And (in the mean time) the tabernacle

was taken do^vn; and then set fonvard the

sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari, the

bearers of the tabernacle.

18 Then set fonvard the standard of the

camp of Reiiben, according to their armies:

and over their host was Elizur the son of

Shedeiir.

19 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of

Zurishaddai.

20 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Gad was Elyassaph the son of

Deiiel.

21 And then set fonvard the Kehathites,

the bearers of the sanctuary:'^ and the

others set up the tabernacle against they

came.
22 Then set forward the standard of the

camp of the children of Ephraim according to

their annies: and over their host was Eli-

shama the son of 'Ammihud.
23 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Menasseh was Gamliel the son of

Pedahzur.

24 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Benjamin was Abidan the son of

Gidoni.

^ Obedience to God alone proves that those who claim

his protection are worthy of his favour.

' i'. e. The holy vesseb. (See iv. 4.)
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25 Then set forward the standard of the
camp of the children of Dan, the rereward of
all the camps, according to their hosts: and
over their host was Achiezer the son of 'Am-
mishaddai.

26 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Asher was Pagiel the son of

"Ochran.

27 And over the host of the tribe of the

children of Naphtali was Achira the son of

'Enan.

28 In this order were the joumeyings of

the children of Israel according to their ar-

mies, when they set forward.

29 Tl And Moses said unto Chobab, the

son of Reiiel the Midianite, the father-in-law

of Moses, We are journeying unto the place

of which the Lord hath said. This will I give

unto you : come thou with us, and we will do
thee good; for the Lord hath spoken (to

bring) good upon Israel.

SO And he said unto him, I will not go

;

birt to my own land, and to my birthplace

will I go.

31 And he said, Do not, I pray thee, leave

us ; since thou cUdst find out the places where
we were to encamp in the wilderness, and
thou hast" been to us instead of eyes.

32 And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea,

it shall be, that the same goodness which the

Lord may do unto us, will we do unto thee.

33 And they set forward from the mount
of the Lord a three da^'s' journey: and the

ark of the covenant* of the Lord went before

them in*" the three da^s' journey, to search

out for them a resting-place.

34; And the cloud of the Lord was over

them by day, when they set forward from the

camp.'-'

35 ^ And it came to pass, when the ark

set forward, that Moses said, Ri.se up, Lord,

and let thy enemies be scattered; and let

those that hate thee flee Ix'fore thy face.

30 And when it rested, he said, Return,
Lord, among the myriads of the thousands of

Israel.

CHAPTER XI.

1 \\ And it came to pass that as the people

* After Amheim ; others render, "and thou wilt be," kc.
' Others translate, "a distance of a three days' journey."
' "The place of burning," bah'er, from -^yi "to burn."

complained in a manner displea.'iing in the

ears of the Lord: the Lord heard it, and his

anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord
burnt among them, and consumed at the ut-

tennost part of the camp.
2 And the people tJien cried unto Moses;

and Moses prayed unto the Lord, and the fire

disappeared.

3 And he called the name of the place Ta-
berah;" because the fire of the Lord bunit
among them.

4 And the mixed multitude that was
among them felt a lustful longing: and the

children of Israel also wept again, and said,

Who -n-ill give us flesh to eat?

5 We remember the fish, which we could

eat in Egypt for naught ; the cucumbers, and
the melons, and the leeks, and the onions,

and the garlic;

C But now our soul is faint: there is no-

thing at all, only to the manna are our eyes

(directed)

.

7"^ But the manna was like coriandei-seed,

and its colour as the colour of the bdellium.

8 The people went about, and gathered it,

and ground it in a mill, or jwunded it in a

mortar, and boiled it in a pot, or made cakes

of it : and its taste was as the taste of cakes

mixed with oil."

9 And when the dew fell upon the camp
in the night, the manna fell upon it.

10 And Moses heard the people weep ac-

cording to their families, every man at the

door of his tent: and the anger of the Lord
was kindled greatly ; and in the eyes of Moses
also was it displeasing.

11 And Moses said unto the Lord, Where-
fore hast thou done evil to thy servant? and
wherefore have I not found fovour in thy

eyes, that thou layest the burden of all this

people upon me?
12 Was it I Avho have conceived all this

people ? or was it I who have Ix^gottcn them ?

that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them
in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth

the sucking child, unto the land which thou

hast .sworn unto their fathers?

13 Whence shall I obtain flesh to give

mito all this people? for they weep around

Verses 7, 8, and 9 must be taken as a parenthesis
|
of oil."

explaining the e.tcellence of the manna which the people

despised. The narrative recommences at verse 10.

After Onkelos. Amheim gives, " the marrow (best)
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me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may
eat.

14 I am not able by myself alone to bear

all this people, because it is too heavy for me.

15 And if thou wilt thus deal with me,

then slay me, I pray thee, at once, if I have

found favour in thy eyes; that I may not see

my wretchedness.

16 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses,

Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of

Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders

of the people, and its officers ; and take them
unto the tabernacle of the congregation, and
they shall stand there with thee.

17 And I will come down and speak with

thee there : and I will take some of the spirit

which is upon thee, and I will put it upon
them ;" and they shall bear with thee the bur-

den of the people, and thou shalt not bear it

by th}'self alone.

18 And unto the people shalt thou say.

Hold yourselves ready against to-morrow, that

ye may eat flesh ; for ye have wept in the

ears of the Lord, saying, Who shall give us

flesh to eat? for it was better with us in

Egypt : thus will the Lord give you flesh,

and ye shall eat.

19 Not one day shall ye eat, nor two days,

nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty days

;

20 But up to a full month, until it come
out at your nostrils, and it become loathsome

unto you ; because that ye have despised the

Lord who is in the midst of you, and ye have
wejit before him, saying. Why did we come
forth out of Egypt ?

21 And Moses said, Six hundred thousand

men on foot is the people, in the midst of

whom I am ; and yet thou hast said. Flesh will

I give them, that they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall flocks and herds be slain for them,

that they may suffice for them ? or sliall all

the fish of the sea be gathered together for

them, that they may suflice for them?
23 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Should

the Lord's hand ])e too short? now .shalt

thou see whether my word shall come to pass

unto thee or not.

24 And Mo.ses went out, and spoke to the

people the words of the Lord ; and he assem-

' Unto what wa.s Moses like at that hour ? to a lamp
standing upon ii candlestick, by which all light their

lamps, while its light is in nowise diminished.

—

Kasiu.
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bled seventy men from the elders of the people,

and placed them round about the tabernacle.

25 And the Lord came down in a cloud,

and spoke unto him ; and he took some of

the spirit that was upon him, and put it ujjon

the seventy men, the elders : and it came to

pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them,
they prophesied, but they did not so any more.

2G And there remained two men in the

camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and
the name of the other Medad ; and the spirit

rested upon them; and they were of those

that were written down,*" but they had not

gone out unto the tabernacle : and they pro-

phesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, and told

to Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad are

prophesying in the camp.
28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant

of Moses from his youth, answered and said,

My lord Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, Art thou zeal-

ous for my sake? And oh that one mi^it
render all the people of the Lord prophets,

that the Lord would put his spirit upon
them !*

30 And Mo.ses retired back into the camp,
he with the elders of Israel.

31 And a wind went forth from the Lord,

and drove up quails from the sea, and scat-

tered them over the camp, alx)ut a day's jour-

ney on this side, and about a day's journey

on the other side, round about the camp, and
about two cubits high over the face of all the

earth.

82 And the people arose all that day, and
all that night, and all the following day, and
they gathered the quails ; he that had taken

the least, had gathered ten chomers: and they

spread them out for themselves roiuid about

the camp.
33 The flesh was yet between their teeth,

it wa.s not yet chewed : when the wrath of

the Lord was kindled against the i)eoi3le, and
the Lord smote among tlie people a very great

plague.

34 And he called the name of that place

Kibroth-hattaiivah f because there they bu-

ried the people that had lustfully craved.

' It is probable that seventy-two, sis from each tribe,

were first written down, wherefore two were left over.

"
i'. e. " The graves of the desire."
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35 From Kibroth-hattaiivah the people

journeyed unto Chazeroth ; and the}^ remain-

ed at Chazeroth.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ And Miriam and Aaron spoke against

Moses, on account of the Ethiopian woman
whom he had married ; for an Ethiopian wo-

maii had he married.

2 And they said, Hath then only with"

Moses the Lord spoken? hath he not also

with us spoken ? And the Lord heard it.

3 (But the man Moses was very meek,
more so than any man who was upon the

face of the earth.)

4 ][ And the Lord said suddenly unto

Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam,

Go out ye three unto the tabernacle of the

congregation ; and these three went out.

5 Ajad the Lord came down in a pillar of

cloud, and stood at the door of the taberna-

cle ; and he called Aaron and Miriam, and
both of them went out.

6 And he said. Hear now my words : If

there be a prophet of your kind, I, the Lord,

do make myself known unto him in a vision,*"

in a dream do I speak with him.

7 Not so is my servant Moses, in all my
house is he faithful.

8 Mouth to mouth do I speak -with him,

even evidently, and not in dark speeches

;

and the similitude of the Lord doth he behold

:

wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak

against my servant, against Moses ?

9 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

against them, and he went away.
10 And the cloud departed from off the

tabernacle ; and, behold, Miriam became le-

prous, (white) as snow; and Aaron turned

toward Miriam, and, behold, she was le-

prous.

11 Then said Aaron unto Moses, Alas, my
lord, do not, I beseech thee, account to us as

sin that whei-ein we have done foolishly, and
wherein we have smued.

• After Onkclos. Others give " through."
^ Marah, the feminine, denotes the indistinct, dream-

like perception, followed as it is by "dream;" march,
however, the masculine, expresses the clear perception of

Divine things. Arnheim translates, moreover, v. 8, in

this manner: "To him I speak from mouth to mouth,
and visibly, not in riddles, that he should see only an
image of the Eternal," conceiving the word nS "not"
to be understood before U'a' ; but the con.struction is too

12 Let her not be as a dead-bom child, of

which half the flesh is consumed, when it

Cometh out of its mother's womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying,

God! do thou heal her, I beseech thee.*

14 ^[ And the Lord said unto Mo.ses, If her

father had spit in her face,- would she not

be ashamed se^'en days? let her be shut up
seven da3's outside of the camp, and after that

let her be brought in again.

15 And Miriam was shut up outside of the

camp seven days; and the people did not .set

forward till Miriam was brought in again.

10 And afterward the people removed from
Chazeroth, and encamped in the -s^dldemess

of Paran.

Ilaphtorah in Zcchariali ii. 14 to iv. 7.

SECTION XXXVII. SHELACH LECHA,

rhu.1"'

CHAPTER XIII.

1 "^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

2 Send thou out some men that they may
spy out the land of Canaan, which I give

mito the children of Lsrael ; one man each of

every tribe of their fathers shall ye send,

every one who is a prince among them.
3 And Moses sent them out from the wil-

derness of Paran by the order of the Lord :

they all were men, (who) were heads of tlie

children of Israel.

4 And these are their names : of the tribe

of Reiibeu, Shammua the son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son

of Chori.

6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of

Yephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Yigal the son of

Joseph.

8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea, the son

of Nun.

forced, njinn given in our text, as in Genesis i. 20,
with "similitude" or "likeness," refers to the higher

conception which Moses had of God's power, and of his

government of the world ; and is to be considered

merely a continuation of the preceding "and not in

dark .speeches," which is, the indistinct perception which
all prophets had of what they themselves foresaw and
foretold, when compared with Moses. (See Daniel
xii. 8.)
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9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son

of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son

of Sodi.

11 Of the tribe of Joseph, of the tribe of

Menasseh, Gaddi the son of Sussi.

12 Of the tribe of Dan, 'Ammiel the son of

Geraalli.

13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son

of MichaeL
14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nachbi the

son of Vophsi.

15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geiiel the son of

Machi.

16 These are the names of the men whom
Moses sent to spy out the land; and Moses
called Hoshea the son of Nun, Jehoshua."

17 And Moses sent them to spy out the

land of Canaan, and he said luito them, Go
you up this way at the south side, and go up
into the mountain

;

18 And see the land, what it is; and the

people that dwell therein, whether they be

strong or weak, whether they be few or

many;
19 And what the land is on which they

dwell, whether it be good or bad; and what
the cities* are in which they dwell, whether in

open places, or in strongholds

;

20 And what the laud is, whether it be fat

or lean, whether there be trees therein, or

not; and take ye courage, and take away
some of the fruit of the land. Now the time

was the season of the first ripening of grapes.--'

21 And they went up, and spied out the

land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rechol),

on the road to Chamath.
22 And they ascended on the south side,

and came unto Hebron ; and there were Achi-

mau, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of

'Anak; (now Hebron had been built seven

years before Zoiin in Eg}-pt.)

2.3 And they came unto the valley of Esh-

col, and they cut down from there a branch

with one cluster of grapes, and they bore it

upon a barrow between two; and (thoy took

some) of the pomegranates and of the figs.

* Signifj-ing, "May the Lord aid (thee.)" Some sup-

pose that this name was given to Iloslica at the time he

entered the service of Moses; others, however, that it was
bestowed at the present occasion, and is to be viewed as a

prayer: "May the Lord save thee from the counsel of the

spies."

17G

24 That place was called the valley of

Eshcol,'' on account of the cluster which the
children of Israel cut down from there.

25 And they returned from sp_)ing out the

land at the end of forty days.

26 And they went and came to Moses, and
to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the

children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Pa-
ran, to Kadesh ; and they brought back word
unto them, and unto all the congregation, and
showed them the fruit of the land.

27 And they told him, and said. We came
unto the land whither thou didst send us,

and truly doth it tiow with milk and honey;"

and this is its fruit.

28 Nevertheless the people are strong that

dwell in the land, and the cities are very
strongly walled, and great; and the children

of 'Anak also have we seen there.

29 The Amalekites dwell in the southern

country; and the Hittites, and the Jebusites,

and the Emorites, dwell in the mountains;
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by
the margin of the Jordan.

30 And Caleb stilled the people toward

Moses, and he said. We can easily go up, and
take possession of it; for we are well able to

overcome it.

31 But the men who had gone up with

him said. We are not able to go up against

the people; for they are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil report of

the land which they had spied out unto the

children of Israel, saying, The laud through

which we have passed to spy it out, is a land

that consumeth its inhabitants; and all the

people that we saw in it are men of a great

stature.

33 And there we saw the giants, the sons

of Anak, of the giants' (family :) and we were

in our own eyes as grasshoppers, and so were

we in their eyes.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 And all the congregation lifted up their

voice, and cried aloud; and the people wept
that night.

'' Eshcol signifies "cluster."
" To obtain credibility for their evil report, they spoke

first in praise of the products of the land; and then they

expatiated on the strength of the people, while they

averred that the uuhealthincss of the climate caused the

death of the Driants even.
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2 And all the people murmured against

Moses and against Aaron; and the whole

congregation said unto them, Oli who would

grant that we had died in the land of Egypt!

or that we might but die in this wilderness

!

;> And wherefore doth the Lord bring us

unto yonder land, to fall by the sword? that

our wives and our children may become a

prey? is it not better for us to return to

Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, Let us ap-

jioiut a chief, and let us return to Egypt.

5 Then fell Moses and Aaron on their faces

before all the assembly of the congregation of

the children of Israel.

And Joshua, the son of Nun, and Caleb

the son of Yephunneh, of those that had spied

out the land, rent their garments.

7 And they said unto all the congregation

of the children of Israel, as followeth, The
land, through which we have passed to spy it

out, this land is exceedingly good.*

8 If the Lord have delight in us, then

will he luring us into this land, and give it to

us; a land which is flowing with milk and

honey.

9 Only against the Lord do ye not rebel;"

and then ye need not fear the people of the

land; for they are our bread: their shadow"*

is departed from them, while the Lord is with

us ; fear them not.

10 But all the congregation said to stone

them with stones; when the glory of the

Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the con-

gregation unto all the children of Israel.

11 ][ And the Lord said unto Moses, How
long yet shall this people provoke" me? and
how long j-et will they not believe in me,

with all the signs which I have shown in the

midst of them ?

12 I will smite them with the pestilence,

and root them out, and I will make of thee a

nation greater and mightier than they.

13 And Moses said unto the Lord, But
when the Egyptians hear, from the midst of

' That is to say, It is rebellion only which can make
the Canaanites formidable enemies to the sons of Israel

;

since, if obedient to God, the conquest will be an easy

thing, the people being as readily overcome as bread can

be used for food.

' "Shadow" means, in Hebrew, "protection," "secu-

rity." Rishi therefore explains, "the shadow of God is

departed from them ;" upon which then the next clause

follows correctly, "while the Ijord is with us."
X

whom thou hast brought up in thy might
this people;

—

14 And when they tell to the inhabitants

of this land, who"* have heard that thou.

Lord, art in the midst of thi.s people, tiiat

face" to face thou. Lord, art seen, and that

thy cloud standeth over them, and that in a

pillar of cloud tliou goest before them by day,

and in a j)illar of fire by night;

—

15 That thou hast killed this i>eople a.s one
man: then will the nations that have heard
thy fame, say in this manner,

IG That becau.se the Lord was not able to

bring this people into the land which he bad
sworn unto them, hath he slain them in the

wilderness.

17 And now, I beseech thee, let the greats

ness of the power of the Lord be made mani-

fest, as thou hast spoken, saying,

18 The Eternal is long-suffering, and.abun-

dant in beneficence, forgiving iniquity and
transgression; but who will by no means
clear the guilty, visiting the inicpiity of the

fathers upon the children, upon the third

and upon the fourth generation.

19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of

this people, according to the greatness of

thy beneficence, and as thou hast been indul-

gent to this people, from Egypt even until

hitherto.

20 And the Lord said, I have pardoned ac-

cording to thy word
21 But as truly as I live, and a.s all the

earth is filled with the glory of the Lord:—
22 That all the men who have seen my

glory, and my signs, which I have displaced

in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have

tempted me these ten times, and have not

hearkened to my voice,

23 Shall surely not see the land which I

have sworn unto their fathers, yea all those

that have provoked me .shall not see it.

24 But my servant Caleb, as a reward that

he had another .'jpirit with him, and followed

me fully, therefore will I bring him into the

° R«ject me.

—

Arnheim.
" The word "who" is supplied, according to Onkelos.

The connection of the verses I:i-1G is given after Arnheim,

and is to be taken in this manner: "When the Egyptians

hear, and when the inhabitants of this laud (Canaan) are

told, that God hath killed the people: then will all of

them say, that it wa.s inability in God to accomplish his

promise."
• Ileb. "Eye in eye," i'. c. seeing and seen.
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land whereinto he went; and his seed shall

possess it.

25 And the Amalekites and the Canaanites

dwell in the valley; to-morrow turn you, and

set forward into the wilderness by the way to

the Red Sea.'='

2G ]| And the Lord spoke unto Moses and

unto Aaron, saying,

27 How long (shall indulgence be given) to

this evil congregation, that murmur against

me ? the murmurings of the children of Israel,

which they murmur against me, have I heard.

28 Say unto them. As truly as I live, saith

the Lord, as }-e have spoken in my ears, so

will I do to you

:

29 Li this wilderness shall your carcasses

fall, and all that were numbered of you, ac-

cording to your whole number, from twenty

years old and upward; ye who have munnured
against me;

30 Truly ye shall not come into the land,

concerning which I have lifted up my hand
to let you dwell therein; save Caleb the son

of Yepliunnoh, and Joshua the sou of Nun.

31 But your little ones of which ye said,

They would become a prey, them will I bring

in, and they shall know the land which ye

have despised.

32 But as for you, your carcasses shall fall

in this wilderness.

33 And your children shall wander about

in the wilderness forty years, and bear your

backslidings, until your carcasses be spent in

the wilderness.

34 After the number of the days in Avhich

ye spied out the land, forty days, yea, each

"one day for a year, shall ye bear for your ini-

quities, forty jcars ; and ye shall experience

my withdrawal" (of protection.)

35 I the Lord have spoken it, surely, this

will I do unto all this evil congregation that

have asseml)lcd against me : in this wilderness

shall they be spent, and therein shall they

die.

3G And the men whom Moses had sent to

spy out the land, and who returned, and

caused all the congregation to murmur
against him, by bringing up an evil report

against the land,

* lliislii renders, " And ye shall know that you have

withdrawn your heart from me." Onkelos gives more

freely, " that ye have murmured against nio." But in the

present text, the idea of Mendelssohn, that tlic word " with-
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37 Even these men that had brought up
the evil rejiort of the land, died*" by the plague

before the Lord.

38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb

the son of Yephunneh, remained alive of those

men, who had gone to spy out the land. •

39 And Moses spoke these Avords unto all

the children of Israel; and the people mourned
greatly.

40 And they rose up early in the morning,

and went up to the top of the mountain, say-

ing, Lo, here we are, and we will go up unto

the place of which the Lord hath spoken ; for

we have sinned.

41 And Moses said. Wherefore now do ye
transgress the order of the Lord ? and it wiU
not prosper.

42 Do not go up, for the Lord is not among
you ; that ye may not be smitten before your
enemies.

43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites

are there before you, and ye will fall by the

sword; since, because ye are turned away
from the Lord, the Lord also will not be with

you.

44 Yet they persisted to go up unto the

top of the mountain ; but the ark of the cove-

nant of the Lord, and Moses, did not move
out of the camp.

45 Then came down the Amalekites, and
the Canaanites that dwelt on that mountain,

and smote them, and discomfited them, even

unto Chormah.

CHAPTER XV.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and

say unto them. When ye shall have come into

the land of xouv habitations, which I give

unto 30U,

3 And ye will prepare a fire-oflfering unto

the Lord, a burnt-ofl'ering, or a sacrifice in

performing a pronounced vow, or as a free-

will-oflering, or on your solemn feasts, to pre-

pare a sweet savour unto the Lord, of the

herds or of the Hocks

:

4 Then shall he that bruigeth his offering

unto the Lord, bi-iug as a meat-offering a

drawal" refers to an act of God, has been adopted; and it

means then, that the people should experience the differ-

ence between the Divine protection and wrath.

''
i. v. A sudden, unnatural death.
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tenth' part of fine flour mingled with the

fourth of a hin of oil.

o And Avine for a drink-ofiering, the fourth

of a hin, shalt thou prepare with the burnt-

offering or sacrifice, for each one sheep.

G But for a ram, shalt thou prepare as a

meat'Offering two tenth parts of fine flour

mingled with the third of a hin of oil.

7 And wine for the di'ink-oflt'ring, the

third of a liin, shalt thou bring, for a sweet

savour unto the Lord.'''

8 And when thou preparest a bullock for a

burnt-offering, or for a sacrifice, in performing

a pronounced vow, or as a peace-oflering unto

the Lord:
9 Then shall he bring with the bullock as

a meat-ofiering, three tenth parts of fine flour

mingled with half a hin of oil.

10 And wine shalt thou bring for a drink-

offering, half a hin, as a fire-oflering of a sweet

savour unto the Lord.

, 11 Thus shall it be done for each one bul-

lock, or for each one ram, or for a lamb, be it

of the sheep or of the goats.

12 Accoi'ding to the number that ye may
prepare, so shall ye do to every one according

to their number.
13 All that are born'' in the country shall

do these things after this manner, in offering

a fire-offering of a sweet savour unto the

Lord.

14 And if a stranger sojourn with you, or

Avhosoever may be among you in your gene-

rations, and will make an offering made by
fire, of a sweet . savour unto the Lord : as ye
do, so shall he do.

15 Congregation !° one statute shall be for

you, and for the stranger that sojourneth; a
statute for ever in your generations; as ye
are, so shall the stranger be before the
Lord.

16 One law and one code shall be for you,
and for the stranger that sojourneth with
you.*

17 ^[ And the Lord spoke luito Moses, sa}^-

iug,

' Whenever this term is used, it means "a tenth of an
cphah."

' In offering a sacrifice, nothing must be omitted which
the law requires, in order to make it acceptable on
liigh.

' This word is merely to be taken as an address to the
entire people, whether native or adopted strangers.

18 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, When ye come into the land
whither I Ijring you,

1!) Tlien shall it be, that, when ye eat of
the bread of the land, ye shall set aside a
heave-oflering unto the Lord.

20 As the first** of your doughs shall ye set

aside a cake for a heave-oflering; like the
heave-oflfermg of the thrcshuig-floor, so shall

ye set this aside.

21 Of the first of jour doughs shall ye give
unto the Lord a heave-offering, in your gene-
rations.

22 ^ And if ye err," and do not observe all

these commandments, which the Lord hath
spoken unto Moses,

23 All that the Lord hath commanded you
by the hand of Moses, from the day that the
Lord commanded (the same) and thencefor-

Avard, among j-our generations

:

24 Then shall it be, if, through inadver-
tence of the congregation, it was committed
by ignorance, that all the congregation shall

prepare one young bullock for a bumt-ofTer-

ing, for a sweet savour unto the Lord, with
his meat-offering, and his drink-offermg, ac-

cording to the prescribed manner, and one he-

goat for a sin-offering.

25 And the priest shall make an atonement
for all the congregation of the childi'en of

Israel, and it shall be forgiven unto them; for

it is (a sin of) ignorance: and they have
brought their oflering, a sacrifice made by fire

unto the Lord, and their sin-offering before

the Lord, for their (sin of) ignorance

:

26 And it shall be forgiven unto all the

congregation of the children of Israel, and
unto the stranger that sojourneth among
them; for by all the people (was it done) in

ignorance.*

27 ^ And if any person sin through igno-

rance, then shall he bring a she-goat of the

first year for a sin-offering.

28 And the priest shall make an atonement
for the person that hath erred, in his sinning

through ignorance before the Lord; to make

' " Before ye eat of your dough, you shall offer a por-

tion to the Lord."—RAsni. This was given to the priest,

and had no fixed proportion by the letter of the law; but

the llabbins state, a twenty-fourth part by a housekeeper,

and a forty-eighth by a baker.
" This refers to the sin of idolatry, according to our

authorities.
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an atonement for him, that it may be forgiven

unto him.

29 For the native bom among the children

of Israel, and for the stranger that sojoumeth

among them ;—one law shall be for you, for

him that acteth through ignorance.

30 But the person that doeth aught with a

high hand," be he one born in the land, or a

stranger, tlae same dishonoureth the Lord; and

that person shall be cut off from among his

people.

31 Because the word of the Lord hath he

despised, and his commandment hath he

broken ; that person shall be cut off, his ini-

quity is upon him.

32 ^ And while the children of Israel were

in the wilderness, they found a man gather-

ing'' sticks upon the sabbath-day.

33 And they that found him gathermg

sticks brought him for judgment unto Moses

and Aaron, and unto all the congregation.

34 And they put him in ward; because it

had not been declared what should be done

to him.

35 T[ And the Lord said unto Moses, The
man shall be put to death : all the congrega-

tion shall stone him with stones without the

camp.
36 And all the congregation brought him

forth to without the camp, and they stoned

him with stones, and he died; as the Lord
had commanded Moses.*

37 T[ And the Lord said unto Moses, as

foUoweth,

38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say to them, that they shall make themselves

fringes'' on the corners of their garments

throughout thoir generations, and that they

shall put upon the fringe of the comer a

thread of blue

:

39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe,

that ye may look upon it, and remember all

the commandments of the Lord, and do them

;

and that ye seek not after (the inclination of)

your own heart and (the delight of) your

' ). c. Wilfully; and for such sin no sacrifice can avail.

* Arnhcim suggests, that loiam may mean "making
small," "chipping," or "splitting wood;" wherefore he

committed a direct and well-defined labour on the sab-

bath.

° Mendelssohn and his successors have rendered nS'S

with " schaii/iiilen," literally, "threads to be looked upon."

The word " fringes" has been retained here, because there
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eyes, in pursuit of which ye have been led

astray.

40 In order that ye may remember, and
do all my commandments, and be holy unto
your God.

41 I am the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God

;

I am the Lord your God.

Ilaphtorah in Joshua ii. 1 to 24.

SECTION XXXVIII. KORACH, Hip.

CHAPTER XVL
1 ^ Now Korach, the son of Yizhar, the

son of Kchath, the son of Levi, was presumj)-

tuous,* together with Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peletli,

sons of Reuben

:

2 So that they rose up before Moses, with
certain men of the children of Israel, in num-
ber two hundred and fift}'; (who were) princes

of the congregation, called to the assembly,

men of renown.

3 And they assembled themselves against

Moses, and against Aaron, and said unto
them. Ye assume too much ; for the whole of

the congregation are all of them holy, and the

Lord is among them; whei'efore then will

you lift yourselves up above the congregation

of the Lord ?

4 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon
his face

:

5 And he spoke unto Korach and unto all

his company, saying, To-morrow, then will

the Lord make known Avho is his, and who is

holy, that he may cause them to come near

unto him ; and him whom lie shall choose

will he cause to come near unto him.

G This do ye : Take yourselves censers,

Korach and all his company

;

7 And put therein fire, and put upon them
incense before the Lord, to-morrow ; and it

shall be that the man whom the Lord will

is no English word nearer to the true meaning, from a

root either signifying "a lock of hair" or "something to

look on." Israelites are well acquainted with the " corner

fringe," which is to be regarded as a memento of the com-

mandments, a simple yet cfiieient symbol to call to mind
the duty \vc owe to God.

' He presumed to set himself apart from the commu-
nity to quaiTcl about the priesthood.

—

IIashi.
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choose, he shall be the holy one

;
you assume

too much, ye sons of Levi.

8 And Moses said unto Korach, Hear, I

pray you, ye sons of Levi

:

9 Is it too little for you, that the God of
Israel hath separated you from the congrega-

tion of Israel, to bring you near unto himself,

to do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord,

and to stand before the congregation to minis-

ter for them ?

10 And he hath brought thee near, and all

thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee : and
now will ye seek the priesthood also ?

11 For which cause (beware),* thou and
all thy company that ai'e gathered together

against the Lord ; for Aaron, what is he, that

ye should murmur against him ?

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab; but they said,

We will not come up :

13 Is it too little that thou hast brought

us up out of a land flowing witlx milk and
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that thou

wilt assume to make thyself also a prince

over us ?'''

14 Moreover thou hast not brought us into

a land flowing with milk and honey, and thou
hast not*" given us inheritance of fields and
vineyards : wilt thou bore out the eyes" of

these men ? we will not come up.

15 And this displeased Moses greatly, and
he said unto the Lord, Have no respect unto
their offering : I have not taken away an ass

of any one of them, nor have I done wrong
to any one of them.

IG And Moses said unto Korach, Thou
and all thy company, be ye before the Lord,

thou, and they, and Aaron, to-morrow

:

1

7

And take ye every man his censer,* and
put incense upon them, and bring ye near
before the Lord every man his censer, two
hundred and fifty censers; thou also, and
Aaron, each his censer.

18 And they took every man his censer.

* After Mendelssohn, who renders jdS in the sense it is

used in Gen. iv. 15, as a threat. Philippson gives it,

" Do you therefore assemhle—against the Lord ?" Arn-
heim, "Surely—you assemble against the Lord." But
the n in oni'jn favours the version in our text.

'' After Rashi. Arnheim translates, "so that thou

couldst give us," &.c.

° i. e. " Wilt thou presume to blind the people to thy

assumption of undue power and breach of promise ?"

and put fire on them, and laid incense there-

upon ; and they stood at the door of the ta-

bernacle of the congregation with Moses and
Aaron.

19 And Korach assembled against them
all the congregation unto the door of the ta-

bernacle of the congregation ; and the glory

of the Lord then appeared unto all the con-

gregation.'''

20 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying,

21 Separate yourselves from the midst of
this congregation, and I will make an end of
them in a moment.

22 And they fell upon their faces, and said,

God, the God of the spirits of all flesh," this

one man doth sin, and with all the congrega-

tion wouldest thou be wroth ?

23 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

24 Speak unto the congregation, saying.

Get you away from about the dwelling of

Korach, Dathan, and Abiram.
25 And Moses ix)se up and went unto Da-

than and Abiram ; and there went after him
the elders of Israel.

26 And he spoke unto the congregation,

saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of

these wicked men, and touch nothing which
belongeth to them, lest ye be destro^x'd

through all their sins.

27 So they got away from the dwelling of

Korach, Datlian, and Abiram, on every side :

and Dathan and Abiram came out, standing

(boldly) at the door of their tents, with

their wives, and their sons, and their little

ones.

28 And Moses said, Through this shall ye
know that the Lord hath sent me to do all

these deeds ; that (I have) not done them
out of my own heart.

29 If these men die a.s all men die, and if

the visitation of all men be visited on them

:

then hath the Loud not sent me.

* This refers back to verse 5. Moses said there to

Korach, that on the following day God would declare who
was the holy and chosen servant of the tabernacle. The
test now proposed was, that all who claimed the right to

act as priests, should come with incense before the sanc-

tuary, though it would be at great peril; since it would

be destruction to all but the one who was justly chosen.

The text tolls the sequel. •

' Arnheim gives this word elsewhere with "mortals."
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30 But if the Lord do create* a new thing,

and the earth open her mouth, and swallow

them up, with all that appertaineth unto

them, and they go down alive into the pit

:

then shall ye understand that these men have

provoked the Lord.

31 And it came to pass, when he had

made an end of speaking all these words, that

the ground that was under them was cloven

asunder

:

32 And the earth opened her mouth, and

swallowed them up, and their houses, and all

the men that appertained unto Korach, and
all their goods.

33 And they went down, they, and all

they that appertained to them, alive into the

pit; and the earth closed over them, and
they disappeared from the midst of the con-

gregation.

34 And all Israel that were round about

them fled at their cry ; for they said, Perhaps

the earth may swallow us up (also).

35 And there came out a fire from the Lord,

and consumed the two hundred and fifty men
that had offered the incense.

CHAPTER XVII.

l*" ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

2 Speak unto Elazar the sou of Aaron the

priest, that he lift up the censers out of the

l)urning, and throw out the fire far away

;

for they have been hallowed

:

3 The censers of these sinners against their

own lives; and they shall make of them
Ijroad plates for a covering for the altar ; for

they brought them near before the Lord, and
they have thus become hallowed f and they

shall serve for a sign unto the children of

Israel.

4 And Elazar the priest took the copper

censers, which they that were burnt had
brought near ; and they beat them out for a

covering unto the altar :

5 As a memorial unto the children of

Israel, in order that no stranger, who is not

of the seed of A.aron, should come near to

burn incense before the Lord ; that he be-

' The sudden destruction of the rebels is called a crea-

tion, and Moses appealed to such an unheard-of display

of power, a.4 a verification of Ws truth.

^ The English version commences ch. xvii. at verse 16.
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come not as Korach, and as his company ; as

the Lord had sjDoken to him by the hand of

Moses.

G Tf And all the congregation of the chil-

dren of Israel murmured against Moses and
Aaron, on the morrow, saying. It is you"* Avho

have cau.sed the people of the Lord to die.

7 And it came to pass, when the congrega-

tion assembled against Moses and against

Aaron, that they looked toward the taberna-

cle of the congregation, and, behold, the cloud

covered it; and the glory of the Lord ap-

peared.

8 And Moses came with Aaron before the

tabernacle of the congregation.*

9 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

10 Remove yourselves from the midst of

this congregation, that I may consume them
in a moment. And they fell upon their faces.

11 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take the

censer, and put therein fire from oft' the altar,

and put on incense, and carry (it) quickl}'

unto the congregation, and make an atone-

ment for them ; for the Avrath is gone forth

from the Lord; the plague hath begun.

12 And Aaron took as Moses had com-
manded, and he ran into the midst of the as-

sembly ; and, tehold, the plague had begun
among the people : and he put on the incense,

and made an atonement for the people.

13 And he stood between the dead and
the living ; and the plague was stayed.

14 And those who died in the plague were
fourteen thousand and seven hundred, besides

those that had died about the matter of

Korach.

15 And Aaron returned unto Moses, to the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation, af-

ter the plague had been stayed.*

16 ^f And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing»

17 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
take from them one staff each for a family

division, from all their princes, according to

their family divisions, twelve staves : the name
of each man shalt thou write upon his st;iff.

18 And the name of Aaron shalt thou

° Although the sacrifice was in sin, still the offering

sanctiBcd the instruments used.
'' They a.'cribed the death of the elders to the agency of

Moses and Aaron.
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write upon the staff of Levi ; for there shall

be but one staff for the head of their family

division.

19 And thou shalt lay them down in the

tabernacle of the congregation before the tes-

timony, where I usually meet with you.

20 And it shall come to pass, that the staff

of the man whom I shall choose, shall blos-

som :* and I will allay from around me the

murmurings of the children of Israel, which
they murmur against you.

21 And Moses spoke unto the children of

Israel, and all their princes gave him each a

staff, one for every prince, according to their

family divisions, twelve staves : and the staff

of Aaron was among their staves.

22 And Moses laid down the staves be-

fore the Lord in tlie tabernacle of the testi-

mon}'.

23 And it came to pass on the morrow,

that as Moses went into the tabernacle of the

testimony, behold, the staff of Aaron for the

house of Levi had budded ;'' and it brought

forth buds, and produced blossoms, and yielded

ripe almonds.

24 And Moses brought out all the staves

from Ijefore the Lord unto all the children of

Israel ; and they looked (at them,) and took

away every one his staff.*

25 '\\ And the Lord said unto Moses, Carry

back the staff of Aaron before the testimony',

to be kept as a token against the children of

rebellion, that there may be an end of their

murmuiings from around me, and they die

not.

2G And Moses did so ; as the Lord had
commanded him, so did he.

27 ^ And the children of Israel said unto

Moses, thus, Behold, we perish, we are lost,

we are all lost.

28 Every one that cometh near at all unto
the tabernacle of the Lord must die : shall we
totally perish ?°

* In the preceding narrative, the selection of Aaron was
demonstrated by the punishment of those who contended
against him. The present attestation was, however, to

be one of peace, to confirm the institution of the priest-

hood.
* llashbam comments, that the evident meaning of this

is, that when Moses first brought out Aaron's staff to the

people it had just budded ; and it was before them that

the buds expanded, opened into blossoms, and yielded ripe

almouds. Kashi renders yx with " tlie young fruit"

which appears immediately on the blossom's falling.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 T[ And the Lord said unto Aaron, Thou
and thy sons and thy father's house with thee

shall bear the initjuity'' of the sanctuary ; and
thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the

iniquity of your priesthood.

2 And also thy brethren, the tribe of Levi,

the tribe of thy father, bring thou near with
thee, that they may be joined Avith thee, and
minister unto thee ; while thou and thy sons
with thee shall be before the tabernacle of
the testimon}-.

3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the
charge of all the tabernacle : only unto the
vessels of the sanctuary and unto the altar

shall they not come near, that they may not
die, either they or you.

4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and
keep the charge of the tabernacle of the con-

gregation, respecting all the service of the ta-

bernacle : and a stranger shall not come nigh
unto you.

5 And ye shall keep the charge of the

sanctuary, and the charge of the altar; that

there be not any more wrath upon the chil-

dren of Israel.

6 And I, behold, I liave taken 3"our bre-

thren the Levites from the midst of the chil-

dren of Israel ; unto you are they given as a

gift for the Lord, to perform the service of the

tabernacle of the congregation.

7 And thou and thy sons with thee shall

keep your priesthood concerning everj^ mat-
ter of the altar, and for that within the

vail, where }-e shall serve : as a service of

gift do I give you your priesthood ; and the

stranger that cometh nigh shall 1x5 put to

death.

8 ][ And the Lord spoke unto Aaron, And
I, behold, I give thee the charge of my heave-

offerings ; of all the hallowed things of the

children of Israel, mito thee have I given

" {. e. Since every attempt to approach proves fatal.

'' "Against the sanctuary ;" " against your priesthood."

—Arnheim. "On you I place the punishment of the

strangers that may commit sin through the hallowed

things which arc intrusted to you (the priests and the

sons of Kchath :)—you -shall sit and warn every stranger

that approaches, from touching them ; while thou and thy

sons the priests shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood,

because this is not intrusted to the Levites, and you shall

warn these not to interfere in your proper service."

—

Rashi.
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them as an official portion, and to thy sons,

as a fixed right for ever.

9 This shall belong to thee of the most
holy things, from the fire-(oflferings) :" every

oblation of theirs, namely, every meat-ofler-

ing of theirs, and every sin-offering of theirs,

and every trespass-offering of theirs, which
they shall render unto me, shall, as most holy

things, belong to thee and to thy sons.

10 In a most holy place shalt thou eat it

:

every male shall eat it ; holy shall it be unto

thee.

11 And this shall be thine, as the heave-

offering of their gift, of all the wave-offerings of

the children of Israel ; unto thee have I given

them, and to thy sons and to thy daughters

with thee, as a fixed portion for ever: every
one that is clean in thy house may eat thereof.

12 All the best of oil, and all the best of

wine, and of com, the firstrfruits thereof which
they shall offer unto the Lord, to thee have I

given them.

13 The first ripe fruit of whatsoever is in

their land, which they may bring unto the

Lord, shall be thine ; every one that is clean

in thy house may eat thereof.

14 Every thing devoted in Israel shall be
thine.

15 Whatever openeth the womb of all

flesh, which they bring unto the Lord, be it

of men or of cattle, shall be thine : neverthe-

less thou shalt redeem the first-born of man,
and the firstling of the unclean cattle shalt

thou redeem.

16 And those that are to be redeemed from
a month old shalt thou redeem, according to

the usual estimation of five shekels of silver,

after the sliekel of the sanctuary, which is

twenty geralis.

17 But the firstling of an ox, or the firsts

ling of a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou
shalt not redeem ; they are holy : their blood

shalt thou sprinkle upon the altar, and theu*

fat shalt thou l^urn as a iire-offering, for a

sweet savour unto*the Loud.

* After Aben Ezra; Oukclos, Raslii, and othoi-s, "what
is left from the fire," ('. c. after the fat has licen burnt.

'' That is, " as unvarying and iinitorm as the salt,

which never becomes eorrujit or putrid."—After Rasui.
° The priests and servants of the LoKD should not Lave

political power through extended possessions.
''

I. f. Wine and oil, which are produced by means of

expressing the grajjc and olive
;
properly therefore, " with
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18 And their flesh shall be thine, as the

breast that is waved and as the right shoulder
shall it be thine.

19 All the heave-offerings of the holy things,

which the children of Israel set apart unto the
Lord, I have given to thee, and to thy sous and
to thy daughters with thee, as a fixed portion

for ever : it is a covenant of salt** for ever before

the Lord for thee and for thy seed with thee.

20 And the Lord said unto Aaron, In their

land shalt thou have no inheritance, and any
portion shalt thou not have among them :° I

am thy portion and thy inheritance among
the children of Israel.*

21 Tl And to the children of Levi, behold, I

have given every tithe in Israel, for an inhe-

I'itauce, in lieu of their ser\'ice which they
r'ender, the service of the tabernacle of the

congregation.

22 And the children of Israel shall not

henceforth come nigh unto the tabernacle ofthe

congregation, to bear sin, to die thereby.

2-3 But they of the tribe of Levi themselves

shall perform the ser\dce of the tabernacle of

the congregation, and they shall bear their

iniquity : a statute for ever shall it Ije through-

out your generations ; and among the children

of Israel shall they not possess any inheritance.

24 But the tithes of the children of Israel,

which they ofler as a heave-oflering unto the

Lord, have I given to the Levites for an in-

heritance ; thei'efore have I said unto them,

Among the children of Israel shall they ob-

tain no inheritance.

25 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

2G And unto the Levites shalt thou speak,

and say unto them. When ye take from the

children of Israel the tithes which 1 liave

given you from them for your inheritance

:

then shall ye separate therefrom a heave-oft'er-

ing of the Lord, the tenth part of the tithe.

27 And your heave-oflering shall be reck-

oned unto you, like the corn of the threshing-

floor, and as the fulness of the wine-press.''

what the wine-press is filled." The verse itself is to bo

so under.itood : The Israelites were commanded to give

a fiftieth part of their annual product to the priests; this

gift was called a heave-oftoring nonji; and the tithes be-

ing the jA'vites' threshing-floor and wine-press, that is,

their means of livelihood, they were ordered to give from

their income also a portion to the priests, before they

could legally use it for their own purposes.
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28 Thus shall ye also offer a heave-offering

unto the Lord from all your tithes, which ye

may receive from the cliildren of Israel ; and
ye shall give thereof the heave-oftering of the

Lord to Aaron the priest.

29 From all your gifts shall ye set apart

every heave-offering of the Lord, from every

best part thereof, its hallowed portion there-

from. '••

30 And thou shalt say unto them, When
ye have separated the best thereof from it

:

then shall (the remainder) be counted unto

the Levites as the produce of the threshing-

floor, and as the produce of the wine-press.

31 And ye may eat it in every place, ye

and your households; for it is your reward

in lieu of your service at the tabernacle of the

congregation.

32 And ye shall not bear any sin by rear

son of it, when ye have separated its best part

from it : and the holy things of the children

of Israel shall ye not profane, lest ye die.

Haphtorah in 1 Samuel xi. 14 to xii. 22.

SECTION XXXIX. CHUCKATH, npn

CHAPTER XIX.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying,

2 This is the statute* of the law which the

Lord hath commanded, saying. Speak unto
the children of Israel, that they bring unto

thee a completely red cow, on which there is

no blemish, upon which no yoke hath ever

come.

3 And ye shall give her unto Elazar the

priest, and he shall lead her forth to witliout

the camp, and some one shall slay her before

his face:

4 And Elazar the priest shall take some of
her })lood with his finger ; and he shall sprin-

kle in the direction of the front of the tal^er-

nacle of the congregation of her blood seven
times.

5 And some one shall bum the cow before

liis eyes; her skin, and her flesh, and her
blood, with her dung, shall he burn.

* i. e. An ordinance for which no reason is to be sought
further than that it is the will of the Loud, who instituted

it as a test of obedience to Israel.

' "The stranger" here signifies one that has adopted

6 And the priest shall take cedar-wood,

and hyssop, and a scarlet string, and cast it

into the mid.st of the burning of the cow.

7 And the priest shall wash his clothes,

and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and
afterward may he come into the camp; and
the priest shall be unclean until the even-
ing.

8 And he that bumeth her shall wash his

clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in water;
and he shall be unclean until tlic evening.

9 And a man tliat is clean shall gather up
the ashes of the cow, and lay them uj) with-

out the camp in a clean place ; and it shall be
kept for the congregation of the children of
Israel for a water of sprinkling : it is a jjurifi-

cation-offering.

10 And he that gathereth the ashes of the

cow shall wash his clothes, and be miclean

until the evening: and it shall Ikj unto the

children of Israel, and unto the stranger'' that

sojourneth among them, for a statute for

ever.

11 He that toucheth the dead body of any"

human person shall be unclean seven daj-s.

12 Such a one shall purify himself with it

on the third day and on the seventh day,

when he shall be clean ; but if he purify him-

self not on the third day and on the seventh

day, he shall not te clean.

13 Whosoever toucheth the dead body, the

person of any man that is dead, and purifieth

himself not, hath defiled the tabernacle of

the Lord; and that .soul shall be cut oft" from

Israel; because the water of sprinkling was
not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean;

his uncleanness is'yet upon him.

14 This is the law, when a man dieth in a

tent: Every one tliat cometh into the tent,

and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean

seven days.

15 And every open vessel, on which there

is not a closely fitting cover, is unclean.

16 And whosoever toucheth in the open

field one that hath been slain with a sword,

or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a

grave, shall be unclean seven daj-s.

17 And they shall take for the unclean

person some of the ashes of the burnt purifi-

the law of Israel. The same is the case whenever this

word occurs in reference to observance of religious duties.

° Meaning, whether the dead be an Israelite or gen-

tile.
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cation-offering, and they shall put thereupon

running water in a vessel.*

18 And a clean person shall take hyssop,

and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon

the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon

the persons that have been there, and upon

him that hath touched the bone, or the one

slain, or the dead, or the grave

:

19 And the clean pei-son shall sprinkle

upon the unclean on the third day and on the

seventh day; and when he hath purified him
on the seventh day, then shall he wash his

clothes, and bathe himself in Avater, and shall

be clean at evening.

20 But a man that is unclean, and doth

not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off

from among the congregation; because the

sanctuary of the Lord hath he defiled; the

water of sprinkling hath not been sprinkled

upon him; he is unclean.

21 And it shall be unto them for a per-

petual statute; and he that sprinkleth* the

water of S2;)rinkling shall wash his clothes;

and he that toucheth the water of sprinkling

shall be unclean until the evening.

22 And whatsoever the unclean person

may touch shall be unclean; and the person

that toucheth him'' shall be unclean until the

evenmg.

CHAPTER XX.
1 ^ And the children of Israel, the whole

congregation, came into the desert of Zin in

the first month, and the people abode in Ka-
desh; and Miriam died there, and was buried

there.

2 And there was no water for the congre-

gation; and they assembled themselves to-

gether against Moses and against Aaron.

3 And the people quarrelled with Moses,

and said thus, Oh that we had but perished

when our brethren perished before the Lord !

4 And why have ye brought the congrega-

tion of the Loud into this wilderness, to die

there, we and our cattle?

* The wise men expound this, that he who sprinkles

the water of purification shall nut be rendered unclean, ho

is merely to wash his garments; while all others engaged

in this sacrifice are made unclean thereby, till evening.

Hence, in view of the.se peculiarities, it is pre-eminently a

statute, or a positive ordinance of the Louu, given as the

will of our Legislator.
^

i'. r. One defiled by touching a dead body.
° "The Scriptures here declare, that had it not been

18G

5 And wherefore have ye cau.sed us to

come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto
this evil place? it is no place for sowing, or

of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates ; and
water even there is none to drink.

G And Moses and Aaron went from the

presence of the assembly unto the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell

ujion their faces : and the glory of the Lord
appeared unto them.*

7 Tl And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

8 Take the staff, and gather the assembly
together, thou, with Aaron thy brother, and
ye shall speak unto the rock before their eyes,

that it shall give forth its water; and thou
shalt bring forth for them water out of the

rock, and give drink to the congregation and
their cattle.

9 And Moses took the staff from before the

Lord, as he had commanded him.

10 And Moses and Aaron assembled the'

congregation together before the rock, and he
said unto them. Hear now, ye rebels! shall

we out of this rock bring forth water for you?
11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and he

smote the rock with his staff twice : and there

came out much water, and the congregation

drank, together with their cattle.

12 Tl And the Lord spoke unto Moses and
Aaron, Because ye have not confided'" in me,

to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of

Israel : therefore shall ye not bring this con-

gregation into the land which I have given to

them.

13 These are the waters of Meribah;** where
the children of Israel quarrelled with the

Lord, and through which" he was sanctified.*

14 ^ And Moses sent messengers from Ka-
desh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy

brother Israel. Thou knowcst all the hardship

that hath befallon us.

15 How our fathers went down into EgA^it,

and we dwelt in Egypt many days; and the

Egyptians did evil to us, and to our fathei's

:

for this sin, they would have entered into the land, that

it should not be said of them that they were punished for

the transgression of their generation, against whom the

decree had been pronounced, that they should not come to

Palestine."

—

Rashi.
'' Merihah means quarrelling. (Sec also Exodus xvii. 7.)

' This refers to "the water," according to Kashi, who
adds, "When the Lord executes judgment upon his

saints, he becomes feared and sanctified among men."
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16 And we cried unto the Lord, and he

heard our voice, and he sent a messenger,

and caused us to go forth out of Egy])t ; and,

behold, we are in Kadesh, a city at the out-

most end of thy border.

17 Let us pass, we pray thee, through thy
country; we will not pass through field, or

through vineyard, and we will not drink the

water of the wells: by the king's highway
will we go, we will not turn to the right hand
nor to the left, until we have passed thy border.

18 And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt

not pass through my land, lest I come against

thee with the sword.

19 And the children of Israel said unto

him, We will go by the highway : and if we
drink of thy water, I and my cattle, then will

I pay its value; I will do thee no injury,"

only on foot will I pass through.

20 And he said. Thou shalt not pass

through; and Edom came out against him
with much people, and with a strong hand.

21 And as Edom thus refused to permit

Israel to pass through his border, Israel

turned away from him.*

22 ^ And they set forward from Kadesh;
and the children of Israel, the whole congre-

gation,'' came unto mount Hor.

23 And the Lord said unto Moses and
Aaron at mount Hor, by the boundary of the

land of Edom, as followeth,

24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his peo-

ple ; for he shall not enter into the land which
I have given unto the children of Israel, be-

cause ye rebelled against my order at the

waters of Meribah.

25 Take Aaron and Elazar, his son, and
cause them to go up unto mount Hor:

2G And cause Aaron to take off his gar-

ments, and clothe therewith Elazar his son;

and Aaron shall be gathered in, and he shall

die there.

27 And Moses did as the Lord had com-
manded ; and they went up to mount Hor be-

fore the eyes of all the congregation.

• After Onkclos. Arnheim, " It is not the least even
(I desire)." PLilippson, "It is surely nothing."

''All righteous and ready to enter Palestine; there

was none left among them of those who had the decree of

exclusion pronounced against them ; for the whole of them
had already perished, and of those who then remained, it

was said, " And ye who have adhered unto the LoRD your
God, are all alive this day."

—

Basui.

28 And Moses caused Aaron to take off his

garments, and he clothed therewith Elazar
his son; and Aaron died tliere on the top ol'

the mount; and Moses and Elazar then came
down from the mount.

29 And when all tlie congregation saw that
Aaron was departed, they wept for Aaron
thirty days, even all the house of Israel.

CHAPTER XXI.
1 ^ And when the Canaanite, the king of

'Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard tliat

Israel was coming by the way of the spies :"

he made an attack on Israel, and took from
them some prisoners.

2 And Israel made a vow unto the Lord,
and said. If thou wilt but deliver this people
into my hand, then will I devote their cities.

3 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of
Israel, and he deliverd up the Canaauites;

and they devoted them and their cities : and
they called the name of the place Chonnah.

4 ]| And they set forward from mount Hor
by the way to the Red Sea, to go round the

laud of Edom : and the spirit of the people

became impatient because of the way.*

5 And the people spoke against God, and
against Moses, Wherefore have 3-e brought us

up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for

there is no bread, and there is no water ; and
our soul loatheth this miserable bread.

G And the Lord let loose against the j^eople

poisonous serpents, and they 1)it the jjcople;

and there died much jwople of Israel.

7 And the people then came to Moses,

and they said. We have sinned, for we have
spoken against the Lord, and against thee;

pray unto the Lord, that he take away from
us the serpents. And Moses prayed for the

people.

8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make
thyself a serpent," and set it upon a pole : and
it shall come to pass, that whoever is bitten

shall look at it, and he shall live.

9 And Moses made a serpent of copper, and

° According to the Septuagint, D'lnKH is the name of

a place, "Atharim."
'' Although, as just said, the people had been purified

by the death of the fathers, still the sons also murmured
when they themselves were yet detained from Palestine.

° When they looked upward and subdued their heart

to their Father in heaven, they were healed; and if not,

they perished.—YoMA.
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put it upon a pole ; and it came to pass, that,

when a serpent had bitten any man, and he

looked up to the serpent of copper, he re-

mained alive.'^'

10 And the children of Israel set forward,

and encamped in Oboth.

11 And they journeyed from Oboth, and
encamped at 'lye-ha'abarim, in the wilder-

ness, which is before Moiib, toward the rismg

of the sun.

12 From there they set forward and en-

camped in the valley* of Zared.

1.3 From there they set forward, and en-

camped on the other side of Arnon, which is

in the wilderness, and which cometh out of

the boundary of the Emorites ;. for Arnon is

the border of Moiib, between Moiib and be-

tween the Emorites.

14 Therefore mention is made in the book

of the wars of the Lord, of Vaheb in Supha,*

and of the brooks of Arnon,
15 And the descent of the brooks, that

tunieth toward Shebeth-'Ar, and leaneth upon
the border of Moiib

;

16 And from there to the well ; this is

the well where the Lord said unto Moses,

Assemble the people and I will give them
water.

17 1[ Then did Israel sing this song, Come
up, well ; sing ye unto it

:

18 Well, which the prmces have dug, which
the nobles of the people have hollowed out

with the sceptre, with their staves;—and
from the Avildemess to Mattauah;

19 And from Mattanah to Nachaliel; and
from Nachaliel to Bamoth

;

20 And from Bamoth to the valley, which
is in the fields of Moiib, to the top of Pis-

gah, which looketh toward the desert.'''

21 Tl And Israel sent messengers unto Si-

chon king of the Emorites, saying,

22 Let me pass through thy land ; we will

not turn aside into field, or into vineyard;

we will not drink the water of a well : by the

* The wadys, or deep valleys, in the neighbourhood of

I'alcstinc, generally have a stream running through them,

which swells greatly in the rainy season. Ilcncc Snj sig-

niBes both " valley" and " stream."
'' These places, and those mentioned farther, are names

which occur in the book of the wars of the Lord, and are

unknown to us now. Arnon has several branches which

form the main stream. The descent next spoken of refers

to these rivulets, which unite and flow toward the city of
188

king's highway will we go along, until we
have i^assed thy border.

23 But Sichon would not suffer Israel to

pass through his border ; and Sichon assem-

bled all his people together, and went out

against Israel into the wilderness ; and he
came to Yahaz, and fought against Israel.

24 And Israel smote him with the edge of

the sword, and took possession of his land

from Arnon unto Yabbok, even unto the chil-

dren of 'Ammon ; for the border of the chil-

dren of 'Ammon Avas strong."

25 And Israel took all these cities; and
Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Emorites,

in Cheshbon, and m all the villages thereof.

2G For Cheshbon was the city of Sichon

the king of the Emorites ; and he had fought

against the former king of Moiib, and taken

all his land out of his hand, up to the Arnon.

27 Therefore said the poets. Come into

Cheshbon, let the city of Sichon be built and
established.

28 For a fire is gone out of Cheshbon, a

flame from the city of Sichon : it hath con-

sumed 'Ar-Moiib, the men of the high places

of the Arnon.
29 Wo to thee, Moiib! thou art lost,

people of Kemosh : he hath suflered his .sons

to become fugitives, and his daughters to go

into captivity, unto the king of the Emorites,

Sichon.

30 We have thro-\\ni them down; lost is

Cheshbon even unto Dibon, and we have laid

waste (all) up to Nophach, which reachetli

unto Medeba.
31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the

Emorites.

32 And Moses sent to spy out Ya'zer, and
they captured the villages thereof, and drove

out the Emorites that were there.

33 And they turned and wont up liy the

way to Bashan; and 'Og. the king of Baslian,

went out against them, he, and all his people,

to the battle at Edrei.*

'Ar-Moiib, here called Shebeth-'Ar, literally, "dwelling

of 'Ar ;" whence the river turned to the well, Beer, which

was discovered probably in a country otherwise destitute

of good drink water. Onkelos renders, " .\nd thence was

the well given them." English version, " And from

thence they went to Beer." In this version, Aruheim's

translation has been followed.

° "And what was its strength ? the prohibition of God,

who had told them, ' Attack them not,' " &c.

—

Rasih
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34 And the Lord said unto Moses, Fear
him not; for into thy hand have I delivered

him, and all his people, and his land; and
thou shalt do unto him as thou hast done
unto Sichon, the king of the Emorites, who
dwelt at Cheshbon.

35 And they smote him and his sons, and
all his people, until there was none left unto
him that escaped; and they took possession

of his land.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 And the children of Israel set forward,

and encamped in the plains of Moab, on this

side of the Jordan, opposite Jericho.

Ilapbtorah in Judges xi. 1 to 33.

SECTION XL. BALAK, pS^.

2 Tl And Balak the son of Zippor saw all

that Israel had done to the Emorites.

3 And MoJib was greatly afraid of the peo-

ple, because it was numerous ; and Moab was
distressed because of the children of Israel.

4 And Moab said unto the elders of Midian,

Now will this assemblage devour all that is

round about us, as the ox devoureth the grass

of the field; and Balak the son of Zippor was
king of Moab at that time.

5 And he sent messengers unto Bil'am" the

son of Becir to Petlior, Avhich is by the river,

in the land of the children of his people, to

have him called; saying. Behold, there is a

people come out from Egypt ; behold, it cover-

eth the surface of the earth, and it is abiding

opposite to me

:

And now do but come, curse me this

people; for it is too mighty for me; perad-

venture I may be able to smite it, that I may
drive it out of the land ; for I know that he

whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom
thou cursest is cursed.

7 And the elders of Moiib and the elders

of Midian departed with the rewards'" of divi-

nation in their hand; and they came unto
Bil'am, and spoke unto him the words of

Balak.

* Eng. ver. "Balaam."
^ According to Midrash Rabba, quoted by Rashi, the

translation should be, "with instruments of divination in

their hands."
° By not stating the reasons for this refusal, the mes-

sengers were left in doubt as regards them. Hence they

8 And he said unto them. Remain 3()u

here this night, and I Avill bring you woixl

again, as the Lord may sjieak unto me; and
the princes of Moiib abode with Bil'am.

9 And God came unto Bil'am, and said.

Who are these men with thee?

10 And Bil'am said inito God, Balak the

son of Zippor, the king of Moiib, hath sent

unto me, (saying,)

11 Behold, there is the peoi)le that is come
out of Egypt, and covereth the face of the

earth : now come, denounce it lor me
;
perad-

ventvu'e I shall be able to fight against it, and
drive it away.

12 And God said unto Bil'am, Thou shalt

not go with them : thou shalt not curse the

people; for it is blessed.*

13 And Bil'am rose up in the morning,

and said unto the princes of Balak, Go lj;ick

to your land; for the Lord refuseth to give

me leave to go with" you.

14 And the princes of Moiib rose up, and
they went unto Balak, and said, Bil'am refus-

eth to come with us.

15 And Balak sent jet again princes, more
in number, and more honoural)le than those.

16 And they came to Bil'aui, and said to

him. Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Do
not suffer tlnself, I pray thee, to be prevented

from coming unto me;
17 For 1 will honour thee greatlj-, and

whatsoever thou mayest say unto me will I

do : and only come, I pray thee, denounce me
this people.

18 And Bil'am answered and said unto the

servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his

house full of silver and gold, I could not

transgress the order of the Lord my God, to

do a small or a great thing.

19 And now, I pray you, tarry ye also

here this night, that I may know Avhat the

Lord Avill farther speak with me.

20 And God came unto Bil'am at night,

and said unto him, If to call thee the men
have come, rise up, go with them; but only

the word which I shall speak unto thee, that

shalt thou do.*

and the king thought, perhaps, that it was because the de-

putation had not been commensurate with the dignity of

the prophet; wherefore Balak despatched a second more

numerous and honoured deputation to call him, and

then for the first time did Bil'am reveal his powerless-
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21 And Bil'am rose up in the morning,

and saddled Ids ass, and went with the princes

of Mojib.

22 And the anger of God was kindled, be-

cause he went; and an angel of the Lord

placed himself in the way to be a hindrance

to him; and he was riding upon his ass, and

his two servants were with him.

23 And the ass saw the angel of the Lord
standing in the way, with his sword drawn in

his hand ; and the ass turned aside out of the

way, and went into the field: and Bil'am

smote the ass, to make her turn into the

way.
24 But the angel of the Lord stepped into

a path between the vineyards, (with) a wall

on this side, and a wall on that side.

25 And when the ass saw the angel of the

Lord, she forced herself against the wall, and

pressed Bil'am's foot against the -wall : and he

smote her again.

26 And the angel of the Lord went yet

farther, and stood in a narrow place, where
there was no way to turn either to the right

or to the left.

27 And when the ass saw the angel of the

Lord, she lay do^\m under Bil'am : whereupon
Bil'am's anger was kindled, and he smote the

ass with a stick.

28 And the Lord opened the mouth of the

ass, and she said unto Bil'am, What have I

done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me
these three times?

29 And Bil'am said unto the ass, Because

thou hast mocked me : had I but a sword in

my hand, I would assuredly have now killed

thee.

30 And the ass said unto Bil'am, Am not

I thy ass, upon which thou hast ridden from

thy commencement* unto this day? was I

ever wont to do so mito thee? and he said,

No.
31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of

Bil'am, and he saw the angel of the Lord
standing in the way, with his sword drawn in

his hand : and he l^owed down his head and
prostrated himself on his f;ice.

32 And the angel of the Lord said unto

• Hcb. "From thy first being," which the commentator

to Mciidcl.s.sohn's translation cxplain.s, "from the first time

thou diiL«t ride."

' Mendelssohn, after Rashi; and it means that though

permission had been given to the gentile prophet to go to
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him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thy as.s

these three times? behold, I went out to be

a hindrance; because the journey which is

odious to me was too quickly begun.''

33 And the ass saw me, and turned aside

before me these three times; if she had not
turned aside from me, I would surely now not

only have slain thee, but saved her alive.

34 And Bil'am said unto the angel of the

Lord, I have sinned; for° I knew not that

thou wast standing against me in the way:
but now, if it be evil in thy eyes, I Avill return

home again.

35 And the angel of the Lord said unto

Bil'am, Go with the men ; however, only the

word which I will speak unto thee, that shalt

thou speak f and Bil'am went with the princes

of Balak.

36 And when Balak heard that Bil'am was
come, he went out to meet him unto 'Ir-Moab,

which is on the border of Arnon, which is at

the outmost end of the bomidary.

37 And Balak said unto Bilam, Did I not

earnestly send unto thee to have thee called?

wherefore camest thou not unto me ? in truth,

am I not able to honour thee?

38 And Bil'am said unto Balak, Lo, I am
come unto thee ; have I now any power what^

ever to speak the least? the word that God
may put in my mouth, that alone must I

speak.*

39 And Bil'am went with Balak, and they

came unto Kiryath-chuzoth.

40 And Balak slew oxen and sheep, and
sent to Bil'am, and to the princes that were
with him.

41 And it came to pass in the morning,

that Balak took Bil'am, and brought him up
into the high places of Baiil, and he saw
thence a portion of the people.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 And Bil'am said unto Balak, Build me
here seven altars, and prepare me here seven

bullocks and seven rams.

2 And Balak did as Bil'am had spoken;

and Balak and Bil'am ofl'ered a bullock and a

ram on everv altar.

Balak, he nevertheless showed too great and culpable an

eagerness to attempt cursing the people of God.
" Aruheim renders o with "that;" Philippson, with

"nevertheless."
^ Bil'am was evidently anxious to injure Israel.
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3 And Bil'am said unto Balak, Place thy-

self by thy bumt-offering ; and I will go, per-

adventiire the Lord will come to meet me,

and whatsoever he may show me I will tell

thee; and he went thoughtfully alone.*

4 And God met Bil'am : and he said unto

him. The seven altars have I made ready,

and I have offered a bullock and a ram upon
every altar.

5 And the Lord put a word"" in Bil'am's

mouth, and said. Return unto Balak, and thus

shalt thou speak.

6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he

was standing by his burnt-oflfering, he, and all

the princes of Moiib.

7 And he took up his parable, and said,

From Aram did Balak send for me, the king

of Moiib, out of the mountains of the east,

Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.

8 How shall I denounce, whom God hath

not denounced? and how shall I defy, whom
the Lord hath not defied?

9 For from the top of rocks I see him, and
from hills I behold him: lo, it is a people

that shall dwell alone, and among the nations

it shall not be reckoned.

10 Who can count the dust of Jacob, and
number the fourth part of Israel ? May my
soul die the death of the righteous, and may
my last end be like his

!°

11 And Balak said unto Bil'am, What hast

thou done unto me ? to denounce my enemies

did I take thee, and, behold, thou hast even

blessed them.

12 And he answered and said. Must I not

take heed to speak that only which the Lord
may put in m}^ mouth?'''

13 And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray

thee, with me unto another place, from where
thou canst see them; nevertheless a portion

of them only wilt thou see, but the whole of

them thou wilt not see : and denounce them
for me from there.

14 And he brought liim to the field of the

watchmen, on the top of Pisgah, and he built

' Mendelssohn renders, "to a mountain-top;" but On-
kclos gives n'ri' "alone;" Rashi agrees with this. Arn-
heim renders "devoutly." In the present version it has

been endeavoured to unite both these ideas.

^ Mendelssohn, "answer;" Philippson, "speech."
• i. e. The people, personified as an individual.

" Onkelos refers both "iniquity" and " perverseness"

to the worship of idols, and so is it rendered by Amheim.
ibo Hi'nn is given after Onkelos. Rashi, Rashbam, and,

seven altars, and offered a bullock and a mm
on every altar.

15 And he said unto Balak, Place thy.sclf

here by thy burnt-offering, while I will repair

to 3'onder place.

IG And the Lord met Bil'am, and put a

word in his mouth, and said, Return unto
Balak, and tlius shalt thou speak.

17 And he came to him, and behold, he
was standing by his burnt-offering, and the

princes of Moiib with him; and Balak said

unto him. What hath the Lord spoken?
18 And he took up his parable, and said.

Rise up, Balak, and hear; bend hither thy
ear unto me, son of Zippor

!

19 God is not a man, that he should lie;

nor a son of man, that he should repent;

hath he said, and shall he not do it? and
hath he spoken, and shall he not fulfil it?

20 Behold, to bless I have received (the

word) ; and he hath blessed, and I cannot re-

verse it.

21 He hath not beheld iniquity'^ in Jacob,

nor hath he seen perverseness in Israel : the

Lord his God is with him, and the glory of

the king dwelleth among him.

22 God, who brought them out of Egypt,

is to them like the heights" of the reem.

23 For there is no enchantment in Jacol),

nor is there any divination in Israel : at the

proper time shall it be said to Jacob and to

Israel, what God doth work.

24 Behold, it is a people, that shall rise up
as a lioness, and as a lion shall it raise itsell':

it will not lie down until it have eaten the

prey, and have drunk the blood of the slain.

25 And Balak said unto Bil'am, Neither

shalt thou denounce them, nor shalt thou any
wise bless them.

26 But Bil'am answered and said unto Ba-

lak, Have I not spoken unto thee, saying,

All that the Lord will speak, that must 1

do?*
27 And Balak said unto Bil'am, Come, I

pray thee, I will take thee unto another

after them, Amheim, render it with "love" or "kindness."

Philippson, "the joyous shout of the king."
= Amheim, after whom this verse is given, thinks that

it means "God is to the people a sure refuge, like the

Alpine heights are to the reem, which he supposes to be

here the chamois, where it is safe against the hunter." On-

kelos translates " the strength and height are his," (God's,)

meaning that He is mightier than all. 0. does not re-

eard therefore DNi as the name of an animal in this verse.^
191
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place
;
peradventure it may be pleasing in the

eyes of God that thou mayest denounce them

for me from there.

28 And Balak took Bil'am unto the top of

Peor. that looketh toward the desert.

29 And Bil'am said unto Balak, Build me
here seven altars, and prej)are me here seven

bullocks and seven rams.

30 And Balak did as Bil'am had said, and

he ofl'ered a bullock and a ram on every altar.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 And when Bil'am saw that it was pleas-

ing in the eyes of the Lord to bless Israel,

he went not, as at other times, to seek for en-

chantments, but he set his face toward the

wilderness.

2 And Bil'am lifted up his eyes, and when
he saw Israel encamped according to their

tribes, there came upon him the spirit of

God.
3 And he took up his parable, and said,

Thus saith Bil'am the son of Beor, and thus

saith the man whose eyes are open

;

4 Thus saith he who heareth the sayings

of God, who scetli the vision of the Almighty,

falling down, with unvailed eyes :

5 How beautiful are thy tents, Jacob,

thy dwellings, Israel

!

G As streams" are they spread forth, as

gardens by the river's side, as aloe-trees,

which the Lord hath planted, as cedar-trees

beside the waters.

7 Water runneth out of his'' buckets, that

his seed may be moistened by abundance of

water; and exalted above Agag shall be his

king, and raised on high shall be his kingdom.

8 God, who brought him forth out of

Egypt, is to him like the heights of the reem;

he will devour nations, his oppressors, and
their bones will he break, and pierce (them)

through with his arrows.

9 He couchcth, he lieth down as a lion,

and as a lioness: who shall make him rise up?

They tiiat bless thee be blessed, and they that

curse thee be cursed.

10 And the anger of Balak was kindled

* Others, "valleys,"
' Ariiliuim refers " IiIh" to God, who is reprcBonted as

planting the trees of Israel by flowing streams, the great

fertilizers in all countries, particularly in warm climates;

the buckets of God, his clouds, then .send forth a con-

stant supply, that the seed of the trees spoken of may be
1U2

against Bil'am, and he struck his hands to-

gether : and Balak said unto Bil'am, To de-

nounce my enemies did I call thee, and, be-

hold, thou hast even blessed them these three

times.

11 And now flee thou to thy place: I

thought to honour thee greatly ; but, lo, the

Lord hath kept thee back from honour.
12 And Bil'am said unto Balak, Did I not

already speak to thy messengers, whom thou
sentest unto me, saying,

13 If Balak would give me his house full

of silver and gold, I could not tran.sgress the

order of the Lord, to do good or evil out of

my own heart ; Avhat the Lord will speak,

that must I speak ?''^

14 And now, behold, I am going unto my
people : come, I \vill advise thee against what
this people will do to thy people in the end
of days.

15 And he took up his parable and said,

Thus saith Bil'am the son of Betir, and thus

saith the man whose eyes are open

;

10 Thus saith he who heareth the sa^-ings

of God, and knoweth the knowledge of the

Most High, who seeth the vision of the Al-

mighty, falling down, with unvailed eyes :

17 1 see him, but not now; I behold him,

but not nigh ; there steppeth forth a star out

of Jacob, and there ariseth a sceptre out of

Israel, and he pierceth the chiefs'' of Moid), and
destroyeth all the children of Sheth.

18 And Edom shall be a conquest, and
Se'ir shall be a conquest for his enemies ; and
Israel shall do valiantly.

19 And there shall rule the one from Jacob,

and he shall destroy whatever escapeth out

of the city.

20 And he looked on Amalek, and he took

up his parable, and said. The first of nations'"

is Amalek ; but his latter end shall be de-

struction" for ever.

21 And he looked on the Kenites, and
took up his parable, and said. Strong is thy

dwelling-place, and placed on the rock is thy

nest.'

22 Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wast>

blessed by the abundance of the element through which

they grow.
° After Oukelos. Aruheim and others, "corners."
^ To war again.st Israel.

—

Onkelos.
Leadoth to destruction.—AnNHEiM.

' i. i\ The mountain-strongholds of the Kenites.
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cd ; wbitlier'' will Asshur carry thee away
cajDtive ?

23 And he took up his parable, and said,

Alas, Avho shall live when God doth appoint

this one ?*"

2-4 But ships will come from the coast of

Kittim, and will afflict Asshur, and will afflict

'Eber, and he also will be given to destruction

for ever.

25 And Biriim rose up, and went and re-

turned to his place ; and Balak also went his

way.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 "U And Israel abode in Shittim, and the

people began to commit incest with the

daughters of Moiib.

2 And they called the people unto the sa-

crifices of their gods : and the people did eat,

and bowed themselves down to their gods.

3 And Israel joined themselves unto Baiil-

peiir; and the anger of the Lord was kindled

against Israel.

4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take
all the heads of the people, and (cause them
to) hang" them up before the Lord, in the face

of the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord
may be turned away from Israel.

5 And Moses said unto the judges of Isi'ael,

Slay ye every one his men that have been
joined unto Baal-peor.

6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel

came, and brought unto his brethren a Midi-

auitish woman, before the eyes of Moses, and
before the eyes of all the congregation of the

children of Israel, and these were weeping by
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.*

7 And when Phinehas, the son of Elazar,

the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up
from the midst of the congregation, and took

a javelin in his hand;
8 And he went after the man of Israel into

the tent, and thrust both of them through,

the man of Israel, and the woman through
her body ; and the plague was stayed from
the children of Israel.

' Rashi. How long will it be when Asshur will, &c.—Arnheim.
'' ('. e. When God sends Asshur to execute his will.

See Isaiah x. 5.—Philippson, "Wo! who might live, if

God dispense it
!"

° And judge and slay those who deserve death.

—

Onkelos.
Z

9 And those that died in the plague were
twenty and four thousand.

Ilaphtorah in Micah v. to vi. 8.

SECTION XLI. PINECHAS, DnrS.

10 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,
saying,

11 Phinehas, the son of Elazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, hath turned away my wrath
from the children of Israel, while he was zeal-

ous in my stead'' in the midst of them, that I

consumed not the children of Israel in my
indignation.

12 Therefore say. Behold, I give unto him
my covenant of peace

;

13 And it shall be unto him and unto his

seed after him a covenant of an everlasting

joriesthood; because he was zealous for his

God, and made an atonement for the children

of Israel.

14 Now the name of the man of Israel that

was slain, who was slain wdth the Midianitish

woman, was Zimri, the son of Sahlu, a prince

of a family division among the Simec/nites.

15 And the name of the Midianitish wo-
man that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter
of Zur ; he was head of tribes, of a family di-

vision in Midian.

16 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses,

saying,

17 Attack the Midianites and smite them;
18 For they are enemies unto you with

their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled

you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter
of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian,
their sister, who was slain on the day of the

plague for the sake of Peor.

CHAPTER XXVI.
1 And it came to pass after the plague,

^ That the Lord spoke unto Moses and
unto Elazar the son of Aaron the priest, say-

ing,

2 Take ye the sum of all the congregation

of the children of Israel, from twenty yeai-s

* Heb. " In his avenging my vengeance ;" meaning,

that Phinehas executed the judgment which the Lord
would otherwise have executed upon the daring Zimri.

—

The word "indignation" is used here for Tixjp^, as this

expresses the idea of " wrath existed by the exhibition

of the apostasy" spoken of in the first verses of this chap-

ter, better than "jealousy."
193



NUMBERS XXVI. PINECHAS.

old and upward, by the descent from their

fathers, all that are able to go forth to war in

Israel.

o And Moses with Elazar the priest spoke

Avith them in the plains of Moiib by the Jor-

dan opposite Jericho, saying,

4 (Take" the sum of the people,) from

twenty years old and upward ; as the Lord

commanded Moses and the children of Israel,

who went forth out of the land of Egypt.*

5 Reiiben, the eldest son of Israel : the

children of Reuben, of Chanoch, the family

of the Chanochites ; of Pallu, the family of

the Palluites;

6 Of Chezron, the family of the Chezron-

ites ; of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.

7 These are the families of the Reiibenites;

and those that were numbered of them were

forty and three thousand and seven hundred

and thirty.

8 And the sons of Pallu : Eliab.

9 And the sons of Eliab : Nemuel, and Da-

than, and Abiram. These are Dathan, and
Abiram, men called to the assembly, who
([uarrelled against Moses and against Aaron
in the company of Korach, at the time they

quarrelled against the Lord;

10 AVhen the earth opened her mouth, and
swallowed them up together with Korach,

while that company died, when the fire de-

voui'ed the two hundred and fifty men ; and

they became a sign.''

11 But the sons of Korach did not die.

12 ^ The sons of Simeon after their fami-

lies : of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites;

of Yamin, the family of the Yaminites; of

Yachin, the family of the Yachinites

;

13 Of Zerach, the ftimily of the Zarchites;

of Shaiil, the family of the Shaiilites.

14 These are the families of the Simeon-

ites, twenty and two thousand and two hun-

dred.

15 T[ The children of Gad after their fami-

lies : of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites;

of Chaggi, the family of the Chaggites ; of

Shuni, the family of the Shunites

;

' The words enclosed in parentheses are not in the He-
brew, as is likewise the case with nearly all others marked
thus in this version; but they are such as are absolutely

ref|uireil by the context.
^ Tho punisliniciit inflicted on the trangressors must

always be li)cikod iipim as a moans of guarding others

against fnllnwing tlie sinful course through which the
I'.M

IG Of Ozni, the fixmily of the Oznites ; of

'Eri, the family of the 'Erites

;

17 Of Arod, the fomily of the Arodites; of

Areli, the family of the Arelites
;

18 These are the families of the children

of Gad according to those that were numbered
of them, forty thousand and five hundred.

19 If The sons of Judah Avere 'Er and
Onan ; and 'Er with Onan died in the land of

Canaan.
20 .And the sons of Judah after their fami-

lies were : of Shelach, the family of the She-

lanites ; of Perez, the family of the Parzites

;

of Zerach, the family of the Zarchites.

21 And the sons of Perez were : of Chez-

ron, the family of the Chezronites; of Char

mul, the family of the Chamulites.

22 These are the families of Judah, accord-

ing to those that were numbered of them,

seventy and six thousand and five hundred.

23 *[[ The sons of Issachar after their fami-

lies : of Tola', the family of the Tola'ites ; of

Puva, the family of the Punites :

24 Of Yashub, the family ofthe Yashubites

;

of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.

25 These are the I'amilies of Issachar ac-

cording to those that were numbered of them,

sixty and four thousand and three hundred.

26 ^ The sons of Zebulun after their fami-

lies : of Sered, the finnily of the Sardites ; of

Elou, the lamily of the Elonites ; of Yachleel,

the family of the Yachleelites.

27 These are- the families of the Zebulon-

ites according to those that Avere numbered of

them, sixty thousand and five hundred.

28 T[ The sons of Joseph after their fiimi-

lies are Menassch and Ephraim.

29 The sous of Menasseh : of Machir, the

family of the Machirites ; and Machir begat

Gil'ad ; of Gil'ad, the family of the Gil'adites.

30 These are the sons of Gil'ad : of I'ezer,

the family of the I'ezerites; of Chelek, the

family of the Chelkites

;

31 And of Assriel, the family of the Assri-

elites; and of Shechem, the family of the

Shichmites

;

evil was brought upon the sinners ; hence the persons in

the text are said to have become a " sign," or, more pro-

perly, a " banner," or a signal raised up on high, as a land-

mark for those who may pass the road where the banner

is plantod. Kashi, therefore, eomnients, "As a sign

and uicraoiial, in order that no siraugcr shall in future ap-

proach to contend about the priesthood."
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32 And of Sliemida', the family of the She-

niida'ites ; and of Chepher, the family of the

Chephrites.

33 And Zeloplichad the son of Chepher
had no sons, but only daughters; and the

names of the daughters of Zeloplichad were
Machlah, and No'ah, Choglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah.

34 These are the families of Menasseh ; and
those that were numbered of them were fifty

and two thousand and seven hundred.

35 ^ These are the sons of Ephraim after

their families : of Shuthelach, the family of

the Shuthalchites ; of Becher, the family of

the Bachrites : of Tachan, the family of the

Taehanites.

36 And these are the sons of Shuthelach

:

of 'Eran, the family of the 'Eranites.

37 These are the families of the sons of

Ephraim according to those that were num-
bered of them, thirty and two thousand and
five himdred; these are the sons of Joseph

after their families.

38 ^ The sons of Benjamin after their

famiUes : of Bela', the family of the Bal'ites

;

of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; of

Achiram, the family of the Achiramites

;

39 Of Shephupham," the family of the

Shuphamites ; of Chupham, the family of the

Chuphamites.
40 And the sons of Bela' were Ard and

Na'aman : of Ard, the family of the Ardites

;

and of Na'aman, the family of the Na'am-
ites.

41 These are the sons of Benjamin after

their families ; and those that were numbered
of them Avere forty and five thousand and six

hundred.

42 ][ These are the sons of Dan after their

families : of Shucham, the family of the Shu-

chamites ; these are the families of Dan after

their families.

43 All the families of the Shuchamites,

according to those that were numbered of

them, were sixty and four thousand and four

hundred.

44 ^ The children of Asher after their

famiUes : of Yimna, the family of the Yim-

' In comparing the names of the families of Israel with

those of the fathers who first came into Egypt, there will

be found considerable variation in some of them; for in-

stance, the name in the text is Shephupham ; in Genesis

xlvi. 21, it is Muppim ; so likewise Nemuel is in Genesis

nites ; of Yishvi, the family of tlie Yishvifes

;

of Beri'ah, the family of the Bori'itos.

45 Of the sons of Beri'ah : of Cheber, the

family of the Chebrites ; of Malkiel, the family

of the Makielites.

46 And the name of the daughter of Asher
was Serach.

47 These arc the families of the sons of

Asher according to those that were numljerod
of them, fifty and three thousand and four

hundred.

48 1[ The sons of NaphtaU after their fomi-

lies : of Yachzeel, the family of the Yachzeel-

ites ; of Guni, the familj- of the Gunites :

49 Of Yezer, the family of the Yizrites : of

ShUlem, the family of the Shillemites.

50 These are the families of Naphtali ac-

cording to their families ; and those that wei'e

numbered of them were forty and five thou-

sand and four hundred.

51 These were the numbered of the chil-

dren of Israel, six hundred thousand, and one
thousand, seven hundred and thirty.*

52 •[[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

mo*

53 Unto these shall the laud be divided for

an inheritance accorduig to the number of the

names.
54 To the large tribe shalt thou give the

more inheritance, and to the small shalt thou

give the less mheritauce : to each according to

those that were numbered thereof shall its in-

heritance be given.

55 Nevertheless, through the lot shall the

land be divided : according to the names of

the tribes of their fathers shall they obtain

their inheritance.

56 By the decision of the lot shall the in-

heritance of each be divided, according as they

are many or few.

57 ^ And these are those that were num-
bered of the Le\ates after their families : ol

Gershou, the family of the Gcrshunites; ot

Kehath, the family of the Kohathites ; oi

Merari, the family of the Merarites.

58 These are the families of Levi : the

family of the Libnites, the family of the Che-

bronites, the family of the Machlites, the

Temuel ; Zochar there, is Zerach here ; Yob is Yashub,

&c. The reason of these changes is not very apparent :

perhaps the original founders of the family were known

by both names, or these may have become corrupted iu

the process of time.
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family of the Musliites, the family of the

Korchites ; and Kehath begat 'Amram.

59 And the name of 'Amram's wife was

Yochebcd, the dauglitcr of Levi, whom (her

mother) Ijore to Le\i in Egypt ; and she bore

unto Ann-am, 'Aaron and Moses, and Miriam

their sister.

GO And there were born unto Aaron, Na-

dab, and AInhu, Ehizar, and Ithaniar.

Gi And Nadab and Abihu died, when they

offered a strange fire before the Lord.

G2 And those that Avere numbered of them

were twenty and three thousand, all the males

from a month old and upward ; for they Avere

numbered among the children of Israel, be-

cause there was not given unto them any in-

heritance among the children of Israel.

G3 These are those that were numbered by

Moses and Elazar the priest, who numbered

the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by

the Jordan, opposite Jericho.

04 And among these there was not one

man of those whom Moses and Aaron the

priest had numbered, who numbered the

children of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.

Co For the Lord had said of them. They
shall surely die in the wilderness ; and there

was not leit of them one man, save Caleb the

Bon of Yephuuneh, and Joshua the son of

Nun.

CHAPTER XXVII.

1 T[ And there came nigh the daughters of

Zelophchad, the son of Chepher, the son of

Gil'ad, the son of Machir, the son of Menas-

Beh, of the families of Menasseh the son of

Joseph : and these are the names of his

daughters, Machlah, No'ah, and Choglah, and

Milcah, and Tirzah.

2 And they stood before Moses, and before

Elazar the priest, and' before the princes, and

all the congregation, by the door of the taber-

nacle of the congregation, saying,

3 Our hither died in the wilderness ; but he

was not among the company of those that

gathered themselves together against the Lord

in tlie company of Korach ; but in his own
sin he died, and sons he had not.

4 Why should the name of our father be

done away from the midst of his fjimily, be-

* Meaning, that they had omitted to sanctify God.

Mendelssohn, therefore, translates freely, " Because you

cause he hath no son ? Give unto us a po.s-

session among the brothers of our father.

5 And Moses bi'ought their cause before

the Lord.*

G ][ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, sa}'-

ing,

7 The daughters of Zelophchad speak
rightly : thou shalt indeed give them a pos-

session as an inheritance among the brothers

of their father; and thou shalt cause the in-

heritance of their father to pass unto them.

8 And unto the children of Israel shalt

thou speak, sa^'ing. If a man die, and have no
son, then shall ye cause his inheritance to

pass unto his daughter.

9 And if he have no daughter, then shall

ye give his inheritance unto his brothers.

10 And if he have no brothers, then shall

ye give his inheritance unto his father's bro-

thers.

11 And if his father have no brothers, then

shall ye give his inheritance imto his kinsman
that is next to him of his family, and he shall

inherit it ; and it shall be unto the children

of Israel a statute of justice, as the Lord hath
commanded Moses.

12 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, Go
thou up into this mount of 'Abarim, and
see the land which I have given unto the

children of Israel.

13 And when thou hast seen it, then shalt

thou also be gathered unto thy people as

Aaron thy brother hath been gathered.

14 Because ye rebelled against my order in

the desert of Zin, at the quarrelUng of the

congregation, to sanctify" me through the

waters before their eyes ; these are the Avaters

of Mei'ibah in Kadesh, in the Avilderncss of

Zin.

15 ^ And Moses spoke unto the Lord, say-

16 Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of

all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation,

17 Who may go out Ix'fore them, and who
may come in betbrc them, and who may lead

them out, and who may l)ring them in; that

the congregation of the Lord be not as a flock

Avhich have no shepherd.

18 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take
to thyself Joshua the son of Nim, a man in

should have sanctified me, on the occasion of the water,

before their cj-es."
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whom there is a spirit, and thou shalt lay thy
hand ujion him

;

10 And thou shalt cause him to stand be-

fore Elazar the priest, and before all the con-

gregation ; and thou shalt give him a charge"

before their eyes.

20 And thou shalt put some of thy great-

ness upon him ; that all the congregation of

the children of Israel may be obedient.

21 And before Elazar the priest shall he
stand, and he shall ask of him after the judg-

ment of the Urim before the Lord : at his'' di-

rection shall they go out, and at his direction

shall they come in, he, and all the children

of Israel Avith Mm, and all the congrega-

tion.

22 And Moses did, as the Lord had com-
manded him ; and he took Joshua, and caused

him to stand before Elazar the priest, and be-

fore all the congregation

;

23 And he laid his hands upon him, and
gave him a charge; as the Lord had com-
manded by the hand of Moses.*

CHAPTER XXVm.
1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

2 Command the children of Israel, and say

unto them, My offering, my bread for my sa-

crifices consumed by fire, for a sweet savour

unto me, shall ye observe to offer unto me
in its due season."

3 And thou shalt say unto them. This is

the offering made by fire which ye shall offer

unto the Lord : Sheep of the first year with-

out blemish, two on every day, as a continual

burnt-offering.

4 The one sheep shalt thou offer in the

morning, and the other sheep shalt thou offer

toward evening;

5 And a tenth part of an ephah of fine

flour for a meat-offering, mingled with the

fourth part of a bin of beaten oil.

6 It is a continual burnt^offering, as it was
prejsared at mount Sinai, for a sweet savour, a

sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord.

7 And the drink-offering thereof shall be
the fourth part of a bin for the one sheep; in

the holy place shalt thou cause the strong

* Give him publicly a distinct injunction of the manner
in which he is to administer the government, exercise

justice, and be a valiant leader in battle.

• That is, of Elazar. The priest invested with the

wine to be poured out as a drink-offering unto
the Lord.

8 And the other sheep shalt thou offer to-

ward evening: as the meat-offering of the
morning, and as the drink-offering thereof,

shalt thou prepare it; an offering made by
fire, for a sweet savour unto the Lord.

9 T[ And on the sabbath-day two sheep of
the first year without blemish, and two tenth
parts of fine flour for a meat-offering, mingled
with oil, and the drink-offering thereof

10 This is the burnt-oflering of the sabbath
on every sabbath, laesides the continual burnt-
offering, and its drink-ofi'ering.

11 ][ And on the beginnings of your
months shall ye offer as a burnt-oflering unto
the Lord, two young bullocks, and one ram,
seven sheep of the first year without blemish.

12 And three tenth parts of fine flour for a
meat-offering, mingled with oil, for each one
bullock ; and two tenth parts of fine flour for

a meatrofferiug, mingled with oil, for the one
ram;

13 And a tenth part of fine flour mingled
with oil for a meat-offering for every one
sheep : as a burnt-offering for a sweet savour,

a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord.
1-4 And their drink-offerings shall be half

of a hin of wine for each bullock, and the

third part of a hin for the ram, and a fourth

part of a hin for every sheep: this is the
burnt-offering of the new moon for every
month throughout the months of the year.

15 And one he-goat for a sin-oft'oring unto
the Lord; besides the continual burnt-offering

shall it be prepared with its drink-offering.*

16 ^ And in the first month, on the foui'-

teenth day of the month, the passover-lamb
(must be offered) unto the Lord.

17 And on the fifteenth day of this month
is the feast; seven days shall unleavened
bread be eaten.

18 On the first day is a holy convocation;

no manner of servile work shall ye do

;

19 And ye shall offer as a sacrifice made
by fire for a burnt-offering unto the Lord, two
young bullocks, and one ram, and seven sheep

of the first year; without blemish .shall they

be unto you;

knowledge derived from the judgment of the Urim, should

impart to the political chief the Divine injunctions for the

government of the people.

° Whether on sabbath or week-days
197
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20 And their meat-offering shall be of fine

flour mingled with oil ; three tenth parts for

each bullock, and two tenth parts for the ram

shall ye offer;

21 A tenth part each shalt thou offer for

every sheep, of the seven sheep;
_

22 And one goat for a sin-offering, to make

an atonement for you.

23 Besides the burnt-offering of the morn-

ing, which is for a continual burnt-offering,

shall ye offer these.

24 After this manner' shall ye prepare

daily, throughout the seven days, the food of

the "sacrifice made by fire, for a sweet savour

unto the Lord; beside the continual burnt-

offering shall it be prepared with its drink-

offering.

25 And on the seventh day shall ye have

a holy convocation; no servile work shall

ye do.

26 ^ And on the day of the first-fruits,*"

when ye bring a new meat-offering unto the

Lord, after your weeks are out, shall ye have

a holy convocation; no servile work shall

ye do.

27 And ye shall bring as a burnt-offering

for a sweet savour unto the Lord, two young

bullocks, one ram, seven sheep of the first

year;

28 And their meat-offering of fine flour

mingled with oil, three tenth parts for each

one bullock, two tenth parts for the one ram,

2'J A tenth part each for every sheep, of

the seven sheep;

30 One he-goat to make an atonement for

you

;

31 Besides the continual burnt-offeruig and

its meat-ofi'ering shall ye prepare them; with-

out lik'niish shall they be unto you together

with their driuk-oftcrings.

CHAPTER XXIX.

1 ^f And in the seventh month, on the

first day of the month, shall ye have a holy

convocation; no servile work shall ye do: a

' Ileb. "Like these."
'' Tlie feast of weeks, which is at the end of the seven

weeks from tlic beginning of the harvest, or the scconJ

day of the passovcr. It is called the day of first-fruits,

on account of the two loaves of tlie first wheat sacri-

ficed tlicrcon.

' Though the first day of the seventh month is an espe-

cial festival, it nevertheless is also a new-moon day; eon-

sefjuently the sacrifices ordained above (xxviii. 11-15)
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day of blowing the comet shall it be unto

you.

2 And ye shall prepare as a bimit-offering

for a sweet savour unto the Lord, one young
bullock, one ram, seven sheep of the first year

without blemish

;

3 And their meat>offering of fine flour min-
gled with oil, three tenth parts for the bul-

lock, and two tenth parts for the ram,

4 And one tenth part for each one sheep,

of the seven sheep

;

5 And one he-goat for a sin-offering, to

make an atonement for you

;

6 Besides the burnt-offering of the new-
moon," and its meat-offering, and the daily

burnt-offering, and its meat-offering, and their

drmk-ofterings, according unto their prescrib-

ed manner; for a sweet savour, a sacrifice

made by fire unto the Lord.

7 ^ And on the tenth day of this seventh

month shall ye have a holy convocation ; and
ye shall afflict* ^our jiersons; no manner of

work shall ye do.

8 And 3-e shall bring as a burnt-offering

unto the Lord for a sweet savour, one young
bullock, one ram, seven sheep of the first

year; without blemish shall they be unto

you.

9 And their meat-oflering shall Ix" of fine

flour mingled with oil, three tenth parts for

the bullock, two tenth parts for the one

ram,

10 A tenth part each for every sheep, of

the seven sheep;

11 One he-goat for a sin-offering; besides

the sin-offering of the atonement," and the

continual burnt-oflering. and the meat-oflering

thereof, and their drink-offerings.*

12 ][ And on the fifteenth day of the

seventh month shall ye have a holy convoca-

tion; no servile work shall ye do; and ye

shall keep a feast unto the Lord seven days.

13 And ye shall bring as a bin'ntK)flering,

a sacrifice made by fire, for a sweet savour

unto the Lord, thirteen young bullocks,' two

must be brought, in addition to tlie festivc-oficring com-

manded in this section.
"*

I. c. By fasting.

° In addition to the sin-offerings, the blood of which

was carried into the holy of holies, the goat for ' A/..izel,

and the ram for a burnt-ofTering, mentioned in Leviticus

xvi., shall those sacrifices bo made.
' As the whole scheme of sacrifices is merely an autho-

ritative enactment of the Lord, it would be needless to
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rams, and fourteen sheep of the first year;

without blemish shall they be.

14 And their meat-offering shall be of fine

Hour mmgled with oil, three tenth parts for

each one bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two
tenth parts for each one ram of the two rams,

15 And a tenth part each for every sheep

of the fourteen sheep.

10 And one he-goat for a sin-oflfering; be-

sides the continual burnt-offering, its meat-

offering, and its drink-offering.

17 ^1 And on the second day, twelve young
bullocks, two rams, fourteen sheep of the first

year without blemish;

18 And their meat-ofiering and their drink-

oflerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and
for the sheep, shall be according to their num-
ber, after the prescribed manner;

19 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; be-

sides the continual burntroffering, and the

meat-oflfering thereof, and their drink-offer-

ings.

20 ^ And on the third day eleven bul-

locks, two rams, fourteen sheep of the first

year without blemish;

21 And their meat-offering and their drink-

offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and
for the sheep, shall be according to their num-
ber, after the prescribed manner;

22 And one goat for a sin-offering; besides

the continual burnt-oflering, and its meat-

oflering, and its drink-offermg.

23 ^\ And on the fourth day ten bullocks,

two rams, fourteen sheep of the first year

without blemish;

24 Their meat-offering and their drmk-
offeriugs for the bullocks, for the rams, and
for the sheep, shall be according to their num-
ber, after the prescribed manner;

25 And one he-goat for a sin-offering; be-

sides the continual burnt-offering, its meat-

offering, and its drink-oflering.

26 ^[ And on the fifth day nine bullocks,

two rams, fourteen sheep of the first year
without blemish;

27 And their meat-offering and their drink-

offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and
for the sheep, shall be according to their num-
ber, after the prescribed manner;

seek for any particular reason for the diversity in the va-

rious festivals. Only when offered as ordained, were burnt

and other offerings acceptable, as acts of obedience and

submission to the supreme will of Israel's Ruler and King.

28 And one goat for a sin-offering; besides

the continual burnt-offering, and its meat-
ofiering, and its drink-offering.

29 ^] And on the sixth day eight bullocks,

two rams, fourteen sheep of the first year
without blemish

;

30 And their meat-offering and their drink-
offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and
for the sheep, shall be according to their num-
ber, after the prescribed manner;

31 And one goat for a sin-offering; besides
the continual burnt-ofiering, its meat-ofiering,

and its drink-ofierings.

32 ][ And on the seventh day seven bul-

locks, two rams, fourteen sheep of the first

year without blemish

;

33 And their meat-ofiering and their drink-

offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and
for the sheep, shall be according to their num-
ber, after their prescribed manner;

34 And one goat for a sin-offering; besides

the continual burnt-offering, its meat-offering,

and its drink-offering.'"'

35 T[ On the eighth day shall ye have a
solemn assembly ;" no servile work shall ye do.

36 And ye shall bring as a burnt-oflering,

a sacrifice made by fire, for a sweet savour
unto the Lord, one bullock, one ram, seven
sheep of the first year without blemish.

37 Their meat-offering and their drink-

offerings for the bullock, for the ram, and for

the sheep, shall be according to their number,
after, the prescribed manner

;

38 And one goat for a sin-offering; besides

the continual burnt-oflering, and its meat-
offering, and its drink-oflei'ing.

39 These shall ye prepai'e unto the Lord
on your appointed festivals ; besides your vows,

and your freewill-oflerings, consistmg of j'our

burnt-offerings, and of your meat-offerings,

and of your drink-offerings, and ofyour peace-

ofi'erings.

CHAPTER XXX.
l*" And Moses said to the children of Israel

according to all that the Lord had command-
ed Moses.

naphtorah in 1 Kings xviii. 46 to xix. 21 ; but if it bo after tlie

17th of Tamuz, in Jeremiah i. 1 to ii. 3.

Hence, also, it is useless to seek for an exact solution of

the various ceremonies atteudiup; them.
" "A conclusion feast."-

—

Puilippson.
'' The English version commences ch. xxx. at ver. 2.
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SECTION XLII. MATTOTH, mtOO.

2 Tf And Moses spoke unto the heads of

the tribes of the children of Israel, saving,

This is the thing which the Lord hath com-

manded.
3 If a man make a vow unto the Lord, or

he swear an oath to bind his soul with an
obligation :" he shall not profane his word

;

according to all that proceedeth out of his

mouth shall he do.

4 And if a woman make a vow unto the

Lord, and bind herself by an obligation, be-

ing in her father's house in her youth

;

And her father hear her vow, and her

obligation wherewith she hath bound her

soul, and her father be silent to her: then

shall all her vows stand, and every obligation

wherewith she hath bound her soul shall

stand.

6 But if her father disallow her on the

day that he heareth it: all her vows or her
obligations, wherewith she hath bound her

soul, shall not stand; and the Lord will for-

give her, because her father hath disallowed

her.

7 And if she be given to a man, and have
vows upon her, or what she may have uttered

with her lips, wherewith she hath bound her

soul

;

8 And her husband hear it, and be silent

to her on the day that he heareth it: then
shall her vows stand, and her obligations,

wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall

stand.

9 But if on the day of her husband's hcar-

ijig it, he disallow her: then doth he annul
her vow which is uj)on her, and that Avhich

she hath uttered with her lips, wherewith she

hath bound her soul ; and the Lord will for-

give her.

10 But regarding the a'ow of a widow, or

of her that is divorced, all, wherewith she

hath bound her soul, shall stand for her.

11 And if she had vowed in her husband's

* That is, to prohibit oneself something which other-

wise is pcrmittcJ to liim, whereas a vow uiuy refer to do
Boiiiething which otherwise would not ho obligatorj'. In
either ca.-ie, wliether it was by an oath or siniiile declara-

tion, we are warned not to violate our w^ord, called in the

text to profane it.

' Verse 8 refers evidently to oaths made before the en-

gagement of tlie fenmlo to lidr husband, altlmuch a second-
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house,'' or had bound her soul by an obliga-

tion with an oath;

12 And her husband heard it, and was
silent to her, and disallowed her not : then all

her vows shall stand, and every obligation,

wherewith she hath bound her sOul, shall

stand.

13 But if her husband hath annulled them
on the day he heard them : then whatsoever
proceeded out of her lips, concerning her vows,
or concerning the obligation of her soul, shall

not stand ; her husband hath annulled them

;

and the Lord will forgive her.

14 Every vow, and every binding oath to

afflict the person, her husband may confirm
it, or her husband ma}- annul it.

15 But if her hu.'^band should be silent to

her from day to day : tlien hath he confirmed
all her vows, or all her obligations, which are

upon her; he hath confirmed them, because
he was silent to her on the day that he heard
them.

IC But if he should annul them after (the

day) that he hath heard them : then shall he
bear her iniquity.

17 These are the statutes, which the Lord
commanded Moses, between a man and his

wife, between the father and his daughter,

being yet in her youth, in her father's house.*

CHAPTER XXXI.
1 T[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saj

-

2 Execute the vengeance of the children of

Israel on the Midianites, after which thou
shalt be gathered unto thy people.

3 And Moses spoke unto the people, say-

ing. Arm yourselves some men for the army,
and let them go against the Midianites, to

execute the vengeance of the Lord on Mi-
dian.

4 A thousand each for every tribe, of all

the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the

army.

5 And there were levied out of the thou-

ary rule concerning the vows of a minor, who is betroth-

ed, is also drawn from it; whereas the present addresses

itself to those wade after marriage, while the wife is in

her hu.sband's house. It is also inferred from this that,

if a woman, during her husband's life, has made a vow,

to take effect after a certain time, and he dis;ilIow it,

though he should die before the time, still the vow is an-

nulled

.
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sands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe,

twelve thousand armed for the army.
6 And Moses sent them, a thousand of

every tribe, to the army; them and Phinehas
the son of Elazar the priest, to the army, Avith

the holy vessels, and the trumpets for blowing
the alarm in his hand.

7 And they marched out against the Mi-
dianites, as the Lord had commanded Moses;
and they slew every male.

8 And the kings of Midian they slew, be-

sides the rest of their men that were slain;

namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Chur,

and Reba', the five kings of Midian; and
Bil'am the son of Beor they slew Avith the

sword.

9 And the children of Israel took captives

the women of Midian, and their little ones;

and all their cattle, and all their flocks, and
all their goods, they took as si)oil.

10 And all their cities wherein they dwelt,

and all their castles they burnt with tire.

1

1

And they took all the spoil, and all the

booty, both of men and of cattle.

12 And they brought unto Moses, and to

Elazar the priest, and unto the congregation

of the children of Israel, the captives,* and
the boot}', and the spoil, unto the camp, to

the plains of Moiib, which are by the Jordan
opposite Jericho.*

13 ^ And Moses, and Elazar the priest,

and all the princes of the congregation, went
forth to meet them, to without the camp.

14 And Moses was wroth with the officers

of the host, the captains over the thousands,

and the captains over the hundreds, who had
come from the war-campaign.-

15 And Moses said unto them, Have ye
allowed all the females to live?

16 Behold, these cliiefly Avere the cause

unto the children of Israel, through the coun-

sel of Bil'am, to commit the gross trespass

against the Lord in the matter of Peor;

through Avhich there was the plague among
the congregation of the Lord.

17 And now kill ye every male among the

" The word "captives" '32^ refers to human beings;

"spoil" hhiy to inanimate things, "booty" nipS:^ to the

cattle. But when they are not all enumerated together,

both SSiy and nipSo refer to all things taken in war, as

the English word sjmil.

^ In obedience to the injunction contained in chap, xix.,

by which every one touching a dead body is rendered un-
2 A

little ones, and every Avoman that hath knoAA'n

man by Ij'ing Avith him shall ye kill.

18 But all among the Avomen-children, that

have not known a man by lying Avith him,
keep alive for yourselves.

19 But ye,—you must abide Avithout the
camp seven days : all ye Avho have killed any
person, and all who have touched any one
slain, shall purify yourselves on the third

day, and on the seventh day;*" both you and
your captiA'es.

20 And every garment, and Avhatever is

made of skins, and every Avork of goats' hair,

and every vessel made of Avood, shall ye
purify unto yourselves.

21 ][ And Elazar the priest said unto the
men of the army Avho had gone to the battle.

This is the ordinance of the laAv Avhich the

Lord hath commanded Moses

:

22 Nevertheles.s" the gold, and the silver,

the copper, the iron, the tin, and the lead,

23 Every thing that cometh into the fire

shall ye make go through the fire, and it shall

be clean; only it shall be purified Avith the

waters of siDrinkling: and AvhatsoeA'er doth
not come into the fire shall ye cause to go
through the Avater.

24 And ye shall wash your clothes on the

seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and after

that may ye come into the camp.*
25 ^ And the Lord said unto Moses, as

foUoweth,

26 Take the sum of the booty of the cap-

tives, both of man and of cattle, thou, AAdth

Elazar the priest, and the chiefs of the fami-

lies of the congregatioii

:

27 And thou shalt divide the booty, be-

tAveen those that carried on the war, who
Avent out to the army, and between all the

congregation

;

28 And thou shalt levy a tribute unto the

Lord from the men of Avar Avho Avent out to

the army, one individual fi'om cA-ery fn-c hun-

dred, of the persons, and of the oxen, and of

the asses, and of the sheep

;

29 From their half shall ye take it; and

clean, and remains so, till sprinkled with the ashes of the

red cow.
° " Although Moses only instructed you respecting the

law of uncleanness, you are now to be instructed, in addi-

tion, concerning the purification of vessels used for forbid-

den food. 'Only' means an exception: you are not to

use such articles even after they have been cleansed from
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thou shalt give it unto Elazar the priest, for a

heave-offering of the Lord.

30 And from the half of the children of

Israel, slialt thou take one individual, as it

may come," from any tifty, of the persons, of

beef-cattle, of the asses, and of the Hocks, of

all manner of cattle, and give the same unto

the Levitcs, who keep the charge of the taber-

nacle of the Lord.

31 And Moses with Elazar the priest did,

as the Lord had commanded Moses.

32 And the booty, being the rest of the

spoil which the men of the army had taken,

was of sheejD and goats, six hundred thousand

and seventy thousand and five thousand,

33 And of beef-cattle, seventy and two

thousand,

34 And of asses, sixty and one thousand,

35 And of human persons, of women that

had not known man Ijy l}ing with him, in all

thirty and two thousand.

3G And the half, the portion of those who
had gone out in the army, was, in the number
of sheep and goats, three hundred thousand

and seven and thirty thousand and five hun-

dred.

37 And the tribute unto the Lord of the

Hocks was six hundred and seventy and five.

38 And the beef-cattle were thirty and six

thousand; and the tribute thereof unto the

Lord was seventy and two.

39 And the asses were thirty thousand

and five hundred; and the tribute thereof

unto the Lord was sixty and one.

40 And the human persons were sixteen

thousand; and the tribute thereof unto the

Lord was thirty and two persons.

41 And Moses gave the tribute, the Lord's

heave-oil'ering, unto Elazar the priest, as the

Lord had commanded Moses.*

42 And from the half of the children of Is-

rael, which Moses divided off from the men
that had goiu^ forth in the army,

—

43 (Now the half of the congregation was,

of sheep and goats three hundred thousand

and thirty thousand, seven thousand and five

hundred,

44 And beef-cattle, thirty and six thou-

sand,

45 And asses thirty thousand five hundred,

46 And human persons sixteen thousand;)

47 And Moses took from this half of the

children of Israel, as it came, one from every

fifty, of man and of cattle, and gave the same
unto the Levites, who kept the charge of the

tabernacle of the Lord; as the Lord had com-
manded Moses.

48 And there came near unto Moses the

officers who had been over the thousands of

the anny, the captains of the thousands, and
the captains of the hundreds,

49 And they said unto Moses, Thy ser-

vants have taken the sum of the men of war
who have been under our command, and
there lacketh not one man of us.

50 We have therefore brought an oblation

unto the Lord, each what he hath gotten of

vessels of gold, chains, and bracelets, finger-

rings, ear-rings, and tablets, to make an atone-

ment'' for our souls before the Lord.

51 And Moses with Elazar the priest took

the gold from them, all kinds of wrought

articles.

52 And all the gold of the offering that

they offered up to the Lord, was sixteen thou-

sand seven hundred and fifty shekels, from

the captains of the thousands, and from the

captains of the hundreds.

53 The men of the army had taken spoil,

every man for himself.

54 And Moses and Elazar the priest took

the gold from the ca})tains of the thousands

and of the hundreds, and they brought it into

the tabernacle of the congregation, as a memo-
rial for the children of Israel before the Lord.*

CHAPTER XXXII.

1 ^ Now the children of Reuben and the

children of Gad had a very great multitude

of cattle ; and they saw the land of Ya'zer,

the unclcanness of the dead, till they have been treated

after the manner prescribed in this section.—After

llASIII.

* inx means " to seize ;" the participle here employed

means, therefore, "just as it came," or "as it was seized

hold of," that is, no particular care being employed in

making the selectiim.

"* By referring to Exodus xxx. 12, it will 1)0 found that

t!02

when numbering the people, it was ordained that every

one should offer half a shekel a.s an atonement, that

"there might he no plague among the children of Israel."

It was no doubt this commandment, at the taking of the

general census, which induced the captains of the army to

offer a similar gift as an atonement for the numbering of

the men intrusted to their command, at the partial census

which tliev had instituted.



NUMBERS XXXII. MATTOTH.

and the land of Gil'ad, that, behold, the place

was a place for cattle.

2 And the chikh'en of Gad and the chil-

dren of Reiiben came, and said unto Moses,

and unto Elazar the priest, and unto the

2)rinces of the congregation, as followeth,

3 'Ataroth, and Dibon, and Ya'zer, and
Nimrah, and Cheshbon, and El'aleh, and Se-

bam, and Nebo, and Be'on,

4 The country which the Lord hath smit-

ten before the congregation of Israel, is a land

for cattle ; and thy servants have cattle.

5 ^ And they said. If we have found grace

in thy eyes, let this land be given unto thy

servants for a possession; do not compel us

to go over the Jordan.

6 And Moses said unto the children of

Gad, and to the children of Reuben, Shall

your brethren go to the war, and will ye" sit

here ?

7 And wherefore Avill you turn aside the

heart of the children of Israel from going over

into the land which the Lord hath given

them?
8 Thus did your fathers, when I sent them

from Kadesh-barnea' to see the land.

9 For they went up as far as the valley of

Eshcol, and "they saw the land, and then they

turned aside the heart of the childi-en of

Israel, so that they would not go into the

land which the Lord had given them.

10 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

on that day, and he swore, saying,

11 Surely none of the men that came up

out of Egypt, from twenty years old and ui>

ward, shall see the land which I swore unto

Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; be-

cause they have not wholly followed me :''

12 Save Caleb the son of Yephunneh the

Kenizzite, and Joshua the sou of Nun; for

they have wholly followed the Lord.

13 And the anger of the Lord was thus

kindled against Israel, and he made them
wander about in the wilderness forty years.

' Moses thought, probably, that it was an unwillingness

on the part of the petitioners to enter Palestine, which

caused them to prefer the eastern side of Jordan; and

that their refusal to participate in the conquest of the

western part might perhaps induce the other tribes to re-

bel, which again would c^iuse the wandering in the desert

to be continued for an indefinite length of time. Hence
his remonstrances, and their assurance that it was simply

because the land was suited for the pasture of their cattle

that their request was made.

until all the generation was spent, that had
done the evil in the eyes of the Lord.

14 And now, behold, ye are risen up in

your fathers' stead, a new race of sinful men,
to augment yet more the fierce anger of the

Lord toward Israel.

15 For if ye turn away from after him, he
will yet longer leave them in the wilderness

;

and ye will thus be destruction to all this

people.

16 ^ And they came near unto him, and
said, Sheepfolds Avill we build for our cattle

here, and cities for our little ones

;

17 But we ourselves will go ready armed
before the childi'cn of Israel, until that we
have brought them unto their place ; and our

Uttle ones shall dwell in the fortified cities,

because of the inhabitants of the land.

18 We will not return unto our houses,

until the children of Israel have acquired for

themselves every man his inheritance.

19 For we will not take possession with

them on the other side of the Jordan, and
farther on ; when" our inheritance hath come
to us on this side of the Jordan eastward.*

20 Tl And Moses said unto them. If ye will

do this thing, if ye will arm yourselves before

the Lord for the war;

21 And every armed man of you will go

over the Jordan before the Lord, until he

have dri^•en out his enemies from Ijefore him

;

22 Aiid Avhen, only after the land hath

been subdued before the Lord, ye will return,

and ye be thus guiltless* before the Lord, and
before Israel: then shall this land be yours

for a possession before the Lord.

23 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye

have sinned against the Lord; and ye shall

experience the punishment" of your sin which

will overtake you.

24 Build yourselves cities for your little

ones, and folds for your flocks; and that

which hath proceeded out of your mouth shall

ye do.

" Ileb. "They have not filled after me;" meaning, that

they had not rendered their hearts fully willing to follow

the Lord.
"= Oukelos and others, "because."
" Arnheim renders D'pj Dn"ni with "ye have discharged

the duty."—We can derive from this a lesson, that it is

not enough for us to act justly before God, but we should

also strive to avoid suspicion from man.
° nson properly signifies "the sin," and then also the

punishment which follows on the same.
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25 And the children ofGad and the children

of Reuben said unto Moses, as followeth, Thy
servants will do as my lord commandeth.

2G Our little ones, our wives, our flocks,

and all our cattle, shall remain there in the

cities of Girad;

27 But thy servants will pass over, every

one that is armed for the army, before the

Lord, to the war, as my lord speaketh.

28 And Moses commanded concerning

them Elazar the priest, and Joshua the son

of Nun, and the chiefs of the families of the

tribes of the children of Israel

;

29 And Moses said unto them, If the chil-

dren of Gad and the children of Reuben do

pass with you over the Jordan, every one

that is armed for the war, before the Lord,

and the land shall be subdued before you:

then shall ye give to them the land of Gil'ad

for a possession

;

30 But if they should not pass over armed
with you, they shall take possessions among
you in the land of Canaan.*

31 And the children of Gad and the chil-

dren of Reuben answered, sayuig. That which

the Lord hath said unto thy servants, even

so will we do.

32 AVe will indeed pass over armed befoi-e

the Lord into the land of Canaan, Avhile ours

remaineth the possession of our inheritance

on this side of the Jordan.

33 And Moses gave unto them, the chil-

dren of Gad, and to the children of Reuben,

and to half the tribe of Menasseh the sou of

Joseph, the kingdom of Sichon, the king of

the Emorites, and the kingdom of 'Og, the

king of Bashan, the land, with its cities -with-

in the boundaries, the cities of the country

round about.

34 And the children of Gad built Dibon,

and 'Ataroth, and 'Aro'er,

35 And 'Atroth-shophan, and Ya'zer, and

Yogbehah,
36 And Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran, forti-

fied cities, and folds for flocks,

• As each tribe bad to secure its possession by couqucst,

(see Judges i.,) it was a proper denunciation of punish-

ment for the lleiibcnites and their associates to be com-

pelled to ae<(uifc new territory, if they forfeited the land

already eoiKiuered, by their breach of this covenant.

" The c'oiiuiiontutor to Mendelssohn's translation sup-

poses that Sichon, in conquering the part of the country of

Moab mentioned above, xxi. 26, had given new names to
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37 And the children of Reiiben builtChesh-

bon, and El'aleh, and Kiryathayim,

38 And Nebo, and Ba'al-me'on, (their

names being changed,) and Sibmah ; and they

gave the former names'' unto the cities which
they built.

39 And the children of Machir the son of

Menasseh went to Gil'ad, and conquered it,

and dispossessed the Emorites who were m it.*

40 And Moses gave Gilad unto Machir
the son of Menasseh ; and he dwelt therein.

41 And Yair the son of Menasseh went and
conquered the small to^\ais thereof, and called

them Chavoth-^a'ir.

42 And Nobach went and conquered Ke-
nath, and the villages thereof, and called it

Nobach, after his own name.

Ilaphtorah in Jeremiah i. 1 to ii. 3.

SECTION XLIII. MASSAY, 'VDD.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 ^ These are the journeys of the children

of Israel, who went forth out of the land of

Egypt according to their armies under the

guidance of Moses and Aaron.

2 And Moses wrote their departures ac-

cordmg to their journeys by the order of the

Lord ; and these are their journeys according

to their departures.

3 And they set forward from Ra'meses in

the first month ; on the fifteenth day of the

first month, on the morrow after the pass-

over-sacrifice" the children of Israel went out

with a high hand before the eyes of all the

Egyptians.

4 And the Egyptians were biu-ying all the

first-born, whom the Lord had smitten among
them ; and upon their gods also did the Lord
execute judgments.

5 And the children of Israel i-emo\-ed from

Ra'meses, and encamped in Succoth.

6 And they removed from Succoth, and en-

the cities; and that the Rciibenites adopted again the

Mo'abitc names, except Nebo and Ua'al-Me'on, which they

changed. But Arnhcim renders, " And they called by

various names the cities which they built;" meaning, that

they applied new names to the towns erected by them in

their country.
"

/. c The day after the sacrifice of the passover-lamb.

Sec note above, to Leviticus xsiii. 5.
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camped iu Etham, -which is on the edge of
the wilderness.

7 And the}^ removed from Etham, and re-

turned unto Pi-hachiroth, which is before Ba-
"al-zephon : and they encamped before Migdol.

8 And they removed from before Pi-liachi-

roth, and passed through the midst of the sea

into the wilderness; and they went a three

days' journey in the wilderness of Etham,
and encamped in Marah.

9 And they removed from Marah, and
came unto Elim ; and in Elim there Avere

twelve springs of water, and seventy palm-
trees ; and they encamped there.

10 And they removed from Elim, and en-

camped by the Red Sea.*

11 And they removed from the Red Sea,

and encamped in the wilderness of Sin.

12 And they removed from the wilderness

of Sin, and encamjjed in Dophkah.
13 And they removed from Dophkah and

encamped in Alush.

14 And they removed from Alush, and en-

camped at Rephidim, and there was no water
for the people to drink.

15 And they removed from Rephidim, and
encamped in the wilderness of Sinai.

16 And they removed from the desert of

Sinai, and encamped at Kibroth-hattaavah.

17 And they removed from Kibroth-hat-

taavah, and encamped at Chazeroth.

18 And the}' removed from Chazeroth, and
encamped in Rithmah.

19 And they removed from Rithmah, and
encamped at Rimmou-perez.

20 And they removed from Rimmon-perez,
and encamped in Libnah.

21 And they removed from Libnah, and
encamped at Rissah.

22 And they removed from Rissah, and
encamped in Kehelathah.

23 And they removed from Kehelathah,
and encamped in mount Shapher.

24 And they removed from mount Shapher,
and encamjied in Charadah.

25 And they removed from Charadah, and
encamped in Makheloth.

26 And they removed from Makheloth,
and encamped at Tachath.

27 And they removed from Tachath, and
encamped at Tarach.

28 And they removed from Tarach, and
encamped in Mithkah.

29 And they removed from Mithkah, and
encamped in Chashmonah.

30 And they removed from Cha.shmonah,
and encamped at Mosseroth.

31 And they removed from Mosseroth, and
encamped in Bene-ya'akan.

32 And they i-emoved from Bene-}a'akan,
and encamped at Chor-hagidgad.

33 And they removed from Chor-hagidgad,
and encamped in Yotbathah.

34 And they removed from Yotbathah,
and encamjied at 'Abronah.

35 And they removed from 'Abronah, and
encamped at 'Ezj-on-geber.

36 And they removed from 'Ezyon-geber,
and encamped in the wilderness of Zin, which
is Kadesh.

37 And they removed from Kadesh, and
encamped at mount Ilor, on the edge of the
land of Edom.

38 And Aaron the priest went up on
mount Hor by the order of the Lord, and died

there, in the fortieth year after the going out
of the children of Israel from the land of

Egypt, in the fifth month, on the first of the

month.
39 And Aaron was a hundred and twenty

and three years old when he died on mount
Hor.

40 T[ And the Canaanite, king of 'Arad,

who dwelt on the south side in the land of

Canaan, heard of the coming of the children

of Israel.

41 And they removed from mount Hor,
and encamped in Zalmonah.
42 And they removed from Zalmonah, and

encamped in Punon.
43 And they removed from Punon, and en-

camped in Oboth.

44 And they removed from Oboth, and en-

camped in 'lye-ha'abarim, on the .border of

Moiib.

45 And they removed from lyim, and en-

camped in Dibon-gad.

46 And they removed from Dibon-gad, and
encamped in 'Almon-diblathaymah.

47 And they removed from 'Almon-diblar

thaymah, and encamped on the mountains of

'Abarim, before Nebo.

48 And they removed from the mountains

of 'Abarim, and encamped in the plains of

Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho.

49 And they encamped by the Jordan,
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from Beth-hayeshimoth even unto Abel-ha-

.shittim ill the plains of MoJib.*

50 ]f And the Lokd spoke unto Moses in

the plains of Moiib by the Jordan opposite

Jericho, saying,

51 Speak unto the children of Israel, and

say unto them, When ye pass over the Jordan

into the land of Canaan :

52 Then shall ye drive out all the inhar

bitants of the land from before you, and ye

shall destroy all their statues, and all their

molten images shall ye destro}', and devastate

all their high places.

5.3 And ye shall drive out (the inhabitants

of) the land, and ye shall dwell therein ; for

unto you have I given the land to possess it.

54; And ye shall divide the land by lot for

an inheritance among your families; to the

numerous shall ye give the more inheritance,

and to the small in number shall ye give the

less inheritance : there, where the lot desig-

nateth it for him, shall every one's possessions

be; according to the tribes of your fathers

shall ye divide it among yourselves.

55 But if ye will not drive out the inhabit-

ants of the land from before you : then shall

it come to pass, that those whom ye will let

remain of them shall be as thorns in your
eyes, and as stings in your sides, and they

shall trouble you in the land wherein ye
dwell.

56 And it shall come to pass, that as I

l)urposed to do unto them, will I do unto

you.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

1 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

in?,

2 Command the children of Israel, and say

unto them, When ye come into the land of

Canaan, shall tliis be the land that shall fall

unto you for an inheritance : the land of Ca-

naan according to its boundaries.

3 And the southern side shall be unto you
from the wilderness of Zin along by tlie

boundary of Edom, and your southern border

shall commence at the outmost edge of the

Salt Sea on its east side.

4 And the border shall turn for you from

' A different mount from the one where Aaron died;

the one here being a headland on the north-west, now call-
20G

the south of the ascent of 'Akrabbim, and
pass on to Zin ; and its terminating points

shall be to the south of Kadesh-barneil', and
shall go on to Qhazar-addar, and pass on to

'Azmon

;

5 And the border shall turn from 'Azmon
unto the river of Egypt, and its terminating

points shall be at the sea.

G And as the western border, shall ye have
the Great Sea for a border : this shall be your
western border.

7 And this shall be unto you the northern

border : from the Great Sea shall ye mark out

for you (the boundaiy to) mount Hor;"

8 From mount Hor shall ye mark out (the

boundary) unto the entrance of Chamath

;

and the terminations of the border shall be

toward Zedad

;

9 And the border shall go on to Ziphron,

and its terminations shall Ijc at Chazar-'enan

;

this shall be unto you the northern border.

10 And ye shall turn 3-ourselves to the

eastern border, from Chazar-'enan to Shepham

;

11 And the boundary shall go down from

Shepham to Riblah, to the eastward of 'Ayin;

and the boundary shall descend, and shall

touch upon the coast of the sea of Kinnereth,

eastward

;

12 And the border shall go down to the

Jordan, and its terminations'" shall l)e at the

Salt Sea : this shall be your land after its

boundaries round about.

13 And Moses commanded the children of

Israel, sajang, This is the land which ye shall

divide among yourselves by lot, which the

Lord hath commanded to give unto the nine

tribes, and to the half tribe.

14 For the tribe of the childi'en of Reuben
according to their family divisions, and the

tribe of the children of Gad according to their

foniily divisions, have received,—and the half

of the tribe of Menasseh ha\-c received their

inheritance

;

15 The two tribes and the half tribe have
received their inheritance on this side of Jor-

don opposite Jericho eastward, toward the

rising of the sun.*

IG ][ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ed Eas-al-shaka, between Beirut and Trablos (Tripoli ;)

whereas the other is at the sonth-c.-ust.

^
i'. c. The farthest pointsofthe boundary in thatdirection.
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17 These are the names of the men who
shall parcel out unto j^ou the land : Elazar

the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.
18 And one prince each from every tribe

shall ye take to parcel out the laud.

19 And these are the names of the men

:

Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Ye-

phunneh

;

20 And of the tribe of the children of Si-

meon, Shemuel the son of 'Ammihud

;

21 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the

son of Kisslon

;

22 And of the tribe of the children of Dan
the prince, Bukki the son of Yogli

;

23 Of the children of Joseph, for the tribe

of the children of Menasseh the prince, Chan-
niel the son of Ephod

;

2-4 And of the tribe of the children of

Ephraim the prince, Kemuel the son of

Shiphtan

;

25 And of the tribe of the children of

Zeljulun the prince, EUzaphan the son of

Parnach

;

26 And of the tribe of the children of Issa-

char the prince, Paltiel the son of 'Azzan

;

27 And of the tribe of the children of

Asher the prince, Achihud the son of She-

lomi

;

28 And of the tribe of the children of

Naphtali the prince, Pedahel the son of 'Am-
mihud.

29 These are they whom the Lord hath
commanded to divide out the inheritance

unto the children of Israel in the land of Ca-

naan.*

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 ]]" And the Lord spoke unto Moses in

the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite

Jericho, saying,

2 Command the children of Israel, that

they give unto the Levites from the inheri-

tance of their jDossession cities to dwell in;

and an ojDen space for the cities round about

them shall ye give (also) unto the Levites.

' "And afterward he mentions two thousand. How is

this ? He gives them two thousand cubits all round, and
of these the inner thousand are for the open space, and
the outer thousand for fields and vineyards."

—

Rashi and
Rashbam. But Philippson conceives that the whole
should form a square of two thousand cubits, in the centre

of which the city should be situated, which would make
the line one thousand cubits only from each side of the

3 And the cities shall serve them to dwell
in ; and their open spaces shall be for their

cattle, and for their goods, and ibr all their

requirements.

4 And the open spaces of the cities, which
ye shall give unto the Levites, shall reach
from the wall of the city and outward a
thousand" cubits round about.

5 And ye shall measure from witliout the

city on the east side two thousand cubits, and
on the south side two thousand cubits, and on
the west side two thousand cubits, and on the

north side two thousand cubits, with the city

in the midst : this shall be to them the open
spaces of the cities.

6 And the cities which ye shall give unto
the Levites shall be the six cities of refuge,

which ye shall appoint that the mansla}er
may flee thither; and in addition to them
shall ye give forty and two cities.

7 All the (other) cities which ye shall give

to the Levites shall be forty and eight cities,

they with their open spaces.

8 And the cities which ^e shall give of the

possession of the children of Israel, from the

tribe that hath many shall ^e give many; but

from the one that hath few shall ye give few :

every one according to its inheritance which
it may inherit shall give of its cities unto the

Levites.*

9 ^ And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-

ing,

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, When ye have passed over the

Jordan into the land of Canaan

:

11 Then ye shall appoint unto yourselves

proper cities, that they be cities of refuge for

you ; and thither shall flee the manslayer who
killeth any person at unawares.

12 And these cities shall be unto you for a

refuge from the avenger ; that the manslayer
die not, until he have stood before the congre-

gation for trial.*"

13 And the cities which ye shall give, shall

be six cities of refuge unto you

;

city wall. But Rashi's opinion seems preferable, cspe-

ciaUy if we consider that the space of one thousand cubits

was to be for pasture, &c., and they would have thus had

nothing for fields and vineyards.
^ DDWoh, to be judged and inquired into whether the

deed was murder or accidental homicide, or whether it

happened at all.—This also shows us that even open mur-

der had to be tried by the public courts.
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14 Throo of these cities shall ye give on

this side of the Jordan, and the three other

cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan;

cities of refuge shall they be.

15 For the children of Israel, and for the

stranger, and for the sojourner among them,

shall these six cities be for a refuge: that

every one" may flee thither that killeth any
person at unawares.

IG And if he have smitten him with an

instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a

murderer : the murderer shall surely be put

to death.

17 And if he have smitten him with a

stone which one can take in the hand,** where-

with he may die, and he die, he is a murder-

er : the murderer shall surely be put to death.

18 Or if he have smitten him with an arti-

cle of wood, which one can take in the hand,

wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a

murderer : the murderer shall surely be put

to death.

19 The avenger of the blood himself shall

slay the murderer; when he meeteth him,

shall he slay him.

20 And if he push" against him out of

hatred, or he have hurled at him (any thing)

by lying in wait, that he die

;

21 Or if in enmity he have smitten him
with his hand, that he died, he that smote

him shall surely be put to death
;

(for) he is

a murderer: the avenger of the blood shall

slay the murderei", when he meeteth with him.

22 But if he have pushed against him ac-

cidentally without enmity, or have cast upon
him any thing without lying in wait,

23 Or with any stone wherewith a man
may die, without seeing him, and he have let

it fall upon him, that he died; whereas he was

not his enemy, and did not seek his harm

:

24 Then shall the congregation judge l^e-

tween the slayer and the avenger of the blood

according to these institutions;

• Another injunction to treat the stranf^cr well.

^ That is, asllashi says, a .stone that fills the hand, and

is large enough to produce death ; so also with wood. A
small piece of iron, however, can produce death; no size,

therefore, is mentioneil. Jfcndel.ssohn renders, " If he

take a stone, with which one can be slain, in the hand,

and smite some one," &c. But the evident intention of the

law is to provide that the stone or wood must be of a size

likely to produce death, and to exclude from wilful mur-

der when the article was of that kind as to prcoludc a
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25 And the congregation shall deliver the
manslayer out of the hand of the avenger of

the blood, and the congregation shall restore

him to the city of his refuge, whither he had
fled ; and he shall abide in it until the death
of the high-priest, who hath been anointed

with the holy oil.

26 But if the manslayer should at any
time jDass the boundary of the city of his

refuge, whither he may have fled

;

27 And the avenger of the blood should

find him beyond the boundary of the city of

his refuge, and the avenger of the blood should

kill the manslayer: he shall not be guilty of

blood

;

28 Because in the city of his refuge shall

he remain until the death of the high-priest;

but after the death of the high-priest the man-
slaj-er may return vmto the land of his pos-

session.
"^

29 And these things shall be unto you for

a statute of justice throughout your genera-

tions in all your dwellings.

30 Whoever it be that killeth a person,

according to the testimony of w^itnesses shall

the mvu'derer be put to death ; but one witness

shall not testify against any person to cause

him to die.

31 Moi'eover ye shall take no redemption

money for the person of a murderer," who is

guilty of death ; but he shall surely be put to

death.

32 And ye shall take no redemption money
for him that hath tied to the city of his i-efuge,

that he should come again to dwell in the

land, until the death of the priest.

33 And 3e shall not defile the land wherein

ye are ; for the blood it is which defileth the

land : and no atonement can l)e made imto

the land for the blood which hath been shed

therein, except through the blood of him that

hath shed it.

34 And ye shall not render unclean the

murderous intent, though death should have accidentally

ensued.
" "Push him down from a high place."—AnK.v Kzu.v.

At this return he is free from civil punishment ; con-

sequently, to kill him would be a punishable murder.
' This prohibition, not to take money to redeem a mur-

derer ft-om his punishment, permits by implication that it

is permitted to assess a fine for inflicting a wound on ano-

ther, and not to take actually eye for eye or tooth for

tooth. This also was the practice of Jewish courts.
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land which ye inhabit, in the midst of which
I dwell ; for I the Lord dwell in the midst of

the children of Israel.*

CHAPTER XXXVI.
1 ^ And there came near the chiefs of the

divisions of the family of the children of Gil-

'ad, the son of Machir, the son of Menasseh,

of the families of the sons of Joseph ; and they

spoke before Moses, and before the princes,

the chiefs of the divisions of the children of

Israel

;

2 And they said, The Lord hath command-
ed my lord to give the land for an inherit-

ance by lot to the children of Israel ; and my
lord hath been commanded by the Lord to

give the inheritance of Zelophchad our brother

unto his daughters.

3 And if they become the wives of any of

the sons of the (other) tribes of the children

of Israel ; then will their inheritance be taken

from the inheritance of our fathers, and be

added to the inheritance of the tribe where-

among they may be married;" and from the

lot of our inheritance vdll it be taken away.
4 And whenever the jubilee shall be to

the children of Israel, then will their inherit-

ance be added unto the inheritance of the

tribe whereamong they may be married ; and
from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers

will their inheritance be taken away.

5 And Moses commanded the children of

Israel by the order of the Lord, saying, The
tribe of the sons of Joseph have spoken well.

6 This is the thing which the Lord hath

commanded'' concerning the daughters of Ze-

* D'wh is here again understood; hence the word "mar-
ried" has been supplied.

' It is probable that the restriction now made known was

a part of the law of inheritance communicated to Moses

lophchad, saying. To those who are pleasing
in their eyes may they become wives; however
only to the fimiily of the tribe of their father
shall they become wives.

7 And the inheritance of the children of
Israel shall not pass from tribe to tribe ; but
the children of Israel shall adhere every one
to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.

8 And every daughter that inheriteth any
possession out of any tribe of the children of
Israel, shall become the wife unto one of the
family of the tribe of her father ; in order that
the children of Israel may inherit every one
the inheritance of his fathers.

9 And no inheritance shall pass from one
tribe to another tribe ; but the tribes of the
chidren of Israel shall adhere, every one, to
his own inheritance.*

10 Even as the Lord had commanded
Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophchad

;

11 And Machlah, Tirzah, and Choglah,
and Milcah, and No'ah, the daughters of Ze-

lophchad became the wives of the sons of
their uncles.

12 (To persons) of the families of the sons
of Menasseh the son of Joseph did they be-

come wives, and their inheritance remained
in the tribe of the family of their llvther.

13 These are the commandments and the

ordinances, which the Lord commanded by
the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel,

in the plains of Moiib by the Jordan opposite

Jericho.

Haphtorah in Jeremiah ii. 4 to 28 ; to which the Germans add
iii. 4; and the Portuguese, iv. 1 and 2.

with the other clauses above, xxvii. 7 toll, but was with-

held until the elders most interested came to inquire, as

might have been at once expected, so as to give the matter

greater sanction and force.
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THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY,
DEBARIM, DHD"!.

CONTAINING A RECAPITULATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE ISRAELITES IN THE
DESERT, AND OF SEVERAL LAWS; EMBRACING ALSO SOME NEW ENACTMENTS,
AND AN ACCOUNT OF THE LAST DAYS OF MOSES.

SECTION XLIV. DEBARIM, Dnm.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ These are the words which Moses

spoke unto all Israel on this side of the Jor-

dan" in the wilderness, in the plain opjjosite

Suph, between Paran, and Tophel, and La-

ban, and Chazeroth, and Di-zahab.

2 It is a journey of eleven days from Ho-
reb by the way of mount Seir unto Kadesh-
barneii'.

3 And it came to pass in the fortieth'' year^

in the eleventh month, on the first day of the

month, that Moses spoke unto the children

of Israel, according to all that the Lord had
commanded him concerning them

;

4 After he had smitten Sichon the king of

the Emorites, who dwelt in Cheshbon, and

'Og the king of Bashan, who dwelt at 'Ashta-

roth in Edre'i.

On this side of the Jordan, in the land of

Moiib, began Moses to explain this law, saying,

() The Lord our God siwke unto us in IIo-

reb, saying. Ye have tariied long enough at

this mount;
7 Turn you, and take your journey, and

go to the mountain of the Emorites, and unto

all its neighbouring places, in the plain, in

the mountain, and in the vale, and in the

southern country, and by the coast of the

sea, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto

the Lebanon, up to the great river, the river

Euphrates.

8 Behold I have given up the land before

* Properly "Yardcn."
'' 1. e. After the going out from Egypt, which is always

the era mentioned in the Bible up to the Babylonian

eaptivity.

° This verse is a parenthesis: Moses says in the pre-

ceding one that he was not able to bear all the labour of

the great multitude; and adds, nevertheless, may it be
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you : go in and take possession of the land
which the Lord hath sworn unto your fathers,

to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give

it unto them and to their seed after them.
9 And I said unto you at that time, as fol-

loweth, I am not able alone to bear 3-ou

;

10 The Lord your God hath multiplied

you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars

of heaven for multitude.

11 May'' the Lord the God of your fathers

make you a thousand times as many more as

ye are; and bless you, as he hath spoken
unto you.*

12 How can I by myself alone bear your
cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife ?

13 Furnish for yourselves wise and under-

standing men, and those known among your
tribes,'' and I will place them as chiefs over

you.

14 And ye answered me, and said. The
thing wliich thou hast spoken is good to do.

15 And I took the chiefs of your tribes,

wise and known men, and I set them as heads

over you, captains over thousands, and cap-

tains over hundreds, and captains over fifties,

and captains over tens, and as officers lor

your tribes.

IG And I commanded your judges at that

time, saying. Hear tlie causes between jour
brethren, and judge righteously, between a

man and his brother, and between his stran-

ger."

17 Ye shall not respect persons in judg-

ment; the small as well as the great shall ye

the will of God to add to them a thousand-fold as many;
and then contiuucs with the narrative.

'' According to the Massorah, "and those well known,
according to your tribes."

• The law knows of no distinction between the Israelite

and the foreigner ; all are alike before the Supreme Judge
of the world.
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hear

;
ye shall not be afraid of any man ; for

the judgment belongeth to God: and the
cause that is too hard for you shall ye bring
unto me, and I will hear it.

18 And I commanded you at that time all

the things which ye should do.

19 And we departed from Horeb, and we
went through all that great and terrible wil-

derness, which ye have seen, by the way of

the mountain of the Emorites, as the Lord
our God had commanded us; and we came
as far as Kadesh-barnea'.

20 And I said unto you. Ye are come unto

the mountain of the Emorites, which the

Lord our God doth give unto us.

21 Behold, the Lord thy God hath given

up'' tlie land before thee : go up and take pos-

session of it, as the Lord the God of thy
fathers hath spoken unto thee; do not fear,

and be not discouraged.*

22 And ye alP came near unto me and
said. Let us send out men before us, that they
may search out for us the land, and bring us

word again concerning the way by which we
must go up, and the cities to which we shall

come.

23 And the thing was pleasing in my eyes;

and I took of you twelve men, one man for

every tribe

:

24 And they turned and went up into the

mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol,

and spied it out.

25 And they took in their hand some of

the fruit of the land, and brought it do^vn

itnto us ; and they brought us word again, and
said, The land which the Lord our God doth

give us is good.

26 But you would not go up, and ye re-

Ijelled against the order of the Lord your
God;

27 And ye murmured in your tents, and
said. On account of the hatred of the Lord
toward us, hath he brought us forth out of

the land of Eg\'pt, to deliver us into the hand
of the Emorites, to destroy us.

* Meaning, "surrendered, yielded up;" elsewhere called

"to give into the hands."
^ "Confusedly; and elsewhere (v. 19) it is said, 'The

chiefs of your tribes and elders,' &c.; that approaching

was a worthy one, the young men honoured the elders by
letting them go in advance; and so did the elders to the

chiefs; but in this case you all came in confusion, young
men pushing aside the elders, and the elders the chiefs."—Rashi.

28 Whither shall we go up? our brethren
have made faint our heart, saying. The peo-

ple is greater and taller than we; the cities

are great and fortified up to lieaven ; and
moreover the sons of the 'Anakim have we
seen there.

29 And I said unto you. Have no dread,
nor be ye afraid of them.

30 The Lord your God who goeth before

you, he it is who will fight for you all
;
just as

he did for you in Egypt before your eyes

;

31 And in the wilderness which" thou hast
seen, where the Lord thy God bore thee, as a
man doth bear his son, on all the way that
ye have gone, until ye came unto this place.

32 Yet in this thing do ye not believe in

the Lord your God,
33 Who goeth before you on the way to

seek out for you a place for your encamping,
in fire by night, to cause you to see on the

way in wliich ye are to go, and in a cloud

by day.

34 And the Lord heard the voice of your
words; and he was wroth, and swore, say-

in o*

35 Surely there shall not one of these men
of this evil generation see that good land,

Avhich I have sworn to give unto your fathers

;

36 Save Caleb the son of Yephunneh, he
shall see it, and to him will I give the land

upon which he hath trodden, and to his chil-

dren; because he hath wholly followed the

Lord.

37 Also with me was the Lord angr}"* for

your sakes, saying, Also thou shalt not go in

thither.

38 Jo.shua the son of Nun, who standeth

before thee, he shall go in thither: him en-

courage; for he shall cause Israel to inhe-

rit it.*

39 And your little ones, of whom ye said,

They will become a prey, and your children

who know not this day either good or evil,

these shall go in thither; and unto them will

I give it, and they shall possess it.

° According to Rashi, this ought to read, "Where thou

hast seen that the Lord, &c." But in either way the sense

is the same.
^ As Moses was relating the doom of " the generation of

the desert," as they are called by our writers, he includes

also the decree which was pronounced upon him, since he

too did not pass over the Jordan. "For your sakes"

means only that the disobedience of the people caused his

own transgression.
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40 But as for you, turn you, and take your

journev into the wilderness by the way of the

Red Sea.

41 And ye ansAvered and said unto me,

We have sinned against the Lord; we indeed

will go uj) and we Avill fight, according to all

that the Lord our God hath commanded us;

and ye girded on every man his weapons of

war, and ye insisted to go up into the moun-
tain.

42 And the Lord said unto me, Say unto

them, Go not up, and do not fight; for I am
not among you; lest ye be smitten before

your enemies.

43 And I spoke unto you; but ye would
not hear; and ye rebelled against the order

of the Lord, and you were presumptuous, and
w^ent up into the mountain.

44 And the Emorites, who dwelt in that

mountain, came out against you, and they

pursued you, as the bees do, and they over-

threw j'ou in Se'ir, as far as Chormah.
45 And ye returned and wept before the

Lord; but the Lord hearkened not to your
voice, nor gave ear unto you.

46 And ye tarried in Kadesh many days,

according unto the days that ye tarried there.

CHAPTER IL

1 Then we turned, and took our journey

into the wilderness by the way of the Red
Sea, as the Lord had spoke unto me : and w^e

travelled around mount Seir many days.*

2 ^ And the Lord said unto me, as fol-

loweth,

3 Ye have travelled long enough around
this mountain; turn yourselves northward.

4 And the people command thou, saying,

Ye are passing l)y the liorder of your brethren

the children of Esau, who dwell in Se'ir; and
they will be afraid of you ; therefore take ye
good heed unto yourselves

:

5 Do not contend with them; for I will

not give inito you of their land, even so much
as a foot's breadth ; because unto Esau have I

given mount Seir for an inheritance.

G Food shall ye buy of them for money,
that ye may eat ; and water also shall ye buy
of them for money, that ye may drink.

* Mo.nning, that they could have no excuse for asking
favours of men, since their wealth, abundant as it was,

had been supplied by the liberal hand of their God.
' Hob. j'T, "he hath known;" a knowledge of a per-

7 For the Lord thy God hath blessed thee

in all the works of thy hand ;° he hath pro-

vided for*" thy wandering through this great

wildeniess: these forty years the Lord thy
God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked
nothing.

8 And we passed away from our brethren
the children of Esau, who dwell in Seir, from
the Avay through the plam, from Elath, and
from 'Ezyon-gaber.

][ And we turned and passed the way of

the wilderness of Moab.
9 And the Lord said unto me, Do not at-

tack the MoJibites, nor contend with them in

battle; for I will not give thee from their

land any inheritance; because unto the chil-

dren of Lot have I given 'Ar for an inherit-

ance.

10 The Emim in times past dwelt therein,

a people great, and numerous, and tall as the

'Anakim;
11 As Repha'im" were also they accounted,

ecMially with the 'Anakim; and the Moiibites

called the Emim.
12 And ill Seir dwelt the Chorim in times

past; but the children of Esau drove them
out, and they di^strnyed them from before

them, and dwelt in their stead ; as Israel hath

done unto the land of his inheritance, which
the Lord hath given unto them.

13 Now rise up, and get 3'ou OAcr the

brook Zered; and we passed over the brook

Zered.

14 And the time which we came from Ka-
desh-barnea', until we had passed over the

brook Zered, was thirty and eight years ; until

all the generation of the men of war were
spent fi'om out the midst of the camp, as the

Lord had SAvoni unto them.

15 And also the hand of the Lord was
against them, to destroy them from the midst

of the camp; until they were spent.

16 So it came to pass, when all the men
of war were spent by dying from the midst of

the people,

17 ^f That the Lord spoke unto me, say-

ing,

18 Thou art passing this day by the bor-

der of Moiib, by 'Ar,

son's wants being requisite, before his benefactor can fur-

nish hiui with the needful.
° "Mighty ones."

—

Onkelos. "Giants."

—

English
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19 And thou comest nigh opposite the chil-

dren of 'Amnion : do not attack them, nor
contend with them; for I will not give unto
thee of the land of the children of 'Ammon
any mheritance; because unto the children

of Lot have I given it for an inheritance.

20 As a land" of Repha'im was it also ac-

counted : Repha'im dwelt therein in times

past; and the 'Ammonites called them Zam-
zummun

:

21 A people great, and numerous, and tall,

as the 'Anakim ; but the Lord destroyed them
before them ; and they drove them out, and
dwelt in their stead

:

22 As he hath done te the children of

Esau, who dwell in Se'ir, from before whom
he destroyed the Chorim; and thoy drove

them out and dwelt in their stead, even unto

this day.

23 And the 'Avvim, who dwelt in open
tovsTis,"' as far as unto 'Azzah,—the Caphtor-

im, who came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed

them, and dwelt in their steaiL

24 Ripo ye im, set forwnrrl, and pass over

the brook Arnon; behold I have given into

thy hand Sichon king of Choshbou, the Emo-
rite, and his land: he^'r: to drive him out,

and contend with him in battle.

25 This day will I begin to put the dread

of thee and the fear of thee upon the nations

that are under the whole heaven; whoever
will hear the report of thee, shall tremble,

and shall quake because of thee.

26 And I sent messengers out of the Avil-

demess of Kedemoth unto Sichon, the king of

Cheshbon, with words of peace, saying,

27 Let me pass through thy land: ahvays

by the highway will I go along; I will not

turn unto the right hand or unto the left.

28 Food shalt thou sell me for money, that

I may eat; and water for money shalt thou

give me, that I may drink : only let me pass

through on foot;

29 (As the children of Esau who dwell in

' Not only the land of 'Og, the king of Bashan, was
the one at times called the "giant country," Eretz Re-

pha'im; since the people of Moiib and 'Ammon also had

taken possession of two districts belonging to the same
general tribe of men.

'' Rabbi Joseph Scliwarz, in his Geography of Palestine,

renders this with "the towns called Chazer," or "Chaze-

rim;" as there were several in the southern district hav-

ing this as a general name.
" This must not be understood as if the Israelites had

Seir, and the Moabites" who dwell in 'Ar,

have done unto me;) until tiiat I shall pa.ss

over the Jordan into the land wliich the Lord
our God giveth us.

30 But Sichon, the king of Cheshbon, would
not suffer our passing by him; for the Lord
thy God had hardened his spirit, and had
made obstinate his heart, that he might de-

liver him into thy hand, as (hath happened)
this day.'==

31 T[ And the Lord said unto me, Behold,
I have begun to give up Sichon and his land
before thee : begin to drive him out, that thou
mayest inherit his land.

32 And Sichon came out against us, he
and all his people, to the battle at Yahaz.

33 And the Lord our God gave him up be-

fore us ; and we smote him, and his sons, and
all his people.

34: And we conquered all his cities at that

time, and devoted every inhabited city, and
the women, and the little ones ; we left none
tiitvt escaped.

35 Only the cattle we took as booty unto
ourselves, and the spoil of the cities which we
had captured.

36 From 'Aro'er, which is by the bank of

the brook of Arnon, and the city that is in

the brook, even unto Gil'ad, there was not one
city which was too strong for us; the whole
did the Lord our God. give up before us.

37 Only unto the land of the children of

'Amnion didst thou not come nigh, unto the

whole margin of the brook Yabbok, and the

cities in the mountains, and unto whatsoever
the Lord our God had forbidden us.

CHAPTER III.

1 And we turned, and went up the way to

Bashan; and 'Og the king of Bashan came
out against us, he and all his people, to the

battle at Edre'i.

2 And the Lord said unto me. Fear him
not; for into thy hand have I given him, and

been permitted to pass through the countries of Moiib

and Edom : Moses's request was twofold, to pass through

the country and to purchase provisions. We can therefore

infer that the Edumeans and Moabites sold provisions to

the Israelites, while Sichon alone prepared to attack them.

But as the Moabites were relatives of Israel, their sordid-

ness in refusing to meet them with bread and water, wait-

ing till money was offered, and their hiring Bil'am to

curse the people, caused them afterward to be prohibited

the right of becoming proselytes. (Deut. zxiii. 4.)
213
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all his people, and his land; and thou shalt

do unto him as thou hast done unto Sichon,

the king of the Emorites, who dwelt at Chesh-

bon.

3 And the Lord our God gave into our

hands also 'Og the king of Bashan, and all his

people; and we smote him until none was
left to him who escaped.

4 And we conquei-ed all his cities at that

time, there was not a city" which we took not

from them, sixty cities, all the region of Ar-

gob, the kingdom of 'Og in Bashan.

5 All these were fortified cities, with high

walls, gates, and bars; besides the unwalled

towns, which were a great many.
6 And we devoted them, as we had done

unto Sichon king of Cheshbon, devoting every

inhabited'' city, the women, and the little

ones.

7 But all the cattle, and the spoil of the

cities, we took as booty to ourselves.

8 And Ave took ,at that time out of the

hand of the two kings of the Emorites the

land which is on this side of the Jordan, from

the river of Anion unto mount Chennon

;

9 (The Sidonians call Chermon Siryon;

and the Emorites call it Senir;)

10 All the cities of the plain, and all Gil'ad,

and all Bashan, mito Salchah and Edre'i, the

cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

11 For only 'Og king of Bashan had been

left of the remnant of the Rephaim ; behold,

his bedstead was a bedstead of iron ; lo ! it is

in Rabbah of the children of 'Ammon : nine

cubits is its length, and four cubits its breadth,

after the arm" of a man.
12 And of this land, of which we took pos-

session at that time, from 'Aro'er, which is by
the river Anion, and half mount Gil'ad, and
the cities thereof, I gave unto the Reiibenites

and to the Gadites.

13 And the rest of Gil'ad, and all Bashan,

the kingdom of 'Og, I gave unto the half

tribe of Menasseh ; all the region of Argob,

with all Bashan, this is called the land of

Rephaim.

' "Fortified place."

—

Arnheim—who thus distin-

guishes between n'lp and vy "fortress" and "simple

city." I'crhaps n'lp is derived from TO "walls," "a
town fenced in by a wall."

' Fiit. " (^ity of men;" and this means again, "The
nieu who lived therein."

° "The cubit of a man." Mendelssohn however ren-

ders " Vorderarm," or, " the forepart of the arm," which

14 Yair the son of Menasseh took all the

region of Argob up to the border of the Ge-
shurites and the Ma'achathites ; and he called

them the (land of) Bashan, after his own
name, the villages of Yair,"' unto this day.''-^

15 And unto Machir I gave Gil'ad.

16 And unto the Reiibenites and unto the
Gadites I gave from Gil'ad even unto the

brook Arnon, the land within" the river and
that adjoining, even unto the brook Yabbok,
the border of the childi'en of 'Amnion

;

17 The plain also, and the Jordan, and the

adjoining laud, from Kinnereth even unto the

sea of the plain, the Salt Sea, under the de-

clivities of Pisgah, eastward.

18 And I commanded you at that time,

saying. The Lord your God hath given you
this land to possess it: armed shall ye pass

over before your brethren the children of

Israel, all that are fit to bear arms.

19 But your wives, and your little ones,

and your cattle, (I know that ye have much
cattle,) shall abide in your cities which I have
given you ;*

20 Until that the Lord have given rest

unto your brethren, as well as unto you. and
they also have taken possession of the land

which the Lord your God giveth them beyond
the Jordan : then shall ye return every man
unto his possession which I have given you.

21 And Joshua also I commanded at that

time, saying. Thy own eyes have seen all

that the Lord your God hath done unto these

two kings ; thus will the Lord do unto all the

kingdoms Avhither thou passest.

22 Ye shall not fear them ; for the Lord
your God it is who fighteth for you.

llaphtorah in Isaiah i. 1 to 27.

SECT. XLV. VAETCHANNAN, pnnxi.

23 ^ And I besought the Lord at that

time, saying.

24 Lord Eterxal, thou hast begun to

show th}^ servant thy greatness, and thy

is certainly not the usual length of the cubit, which is the

entire arm.
^ Chavvoth-jM'ir.
• This is rendered according to Onkclo.i, who hsis been

followed by Arnheim. 1in is in this sense a noun, signify-

ing " that within ;" and means then the land comprised

within the bed of the river ; and the banks on both sides

are comprised by the word 'jaji, as Rashi explains.
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mighty hand ; for what god is there in heaven
or on earth, that can do aught like thy Avorks,

and like thy mighty deeds ?

25 Let me go over, I pray thee, that I may
see the good land which is on the other side

of the Jordan, this goodly mountain, and the

Lebanon.
26 But the Lord was wroth Avith me for

j-our sakes, and he Avould not hear me : and
the Lord said unto me. Let it suffice thee; do

not continue to speak unto me any more of

this matter.

27 Get thee up unto the toj) of Pisgah, and
lift up thy eyes, westward, and northward,

and southward, and eastward, and behold it

Avith thy eyes; for thou shalt not pass over

this Jordan.

28 And do thou charge Joshua, and strength-

en him, and encourage him; for he shall go

over before this people, and he shall divide

out to them the land which thou shalt see.

29 And we abode* in the valley opposite

Beth-peor.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ And now, Israel, hearken unto the star

tutes and unto the ordinances which I teach you
to do ; in order that ye may live, and go in and
take jDossession of the land which the Lord, the

God of your fathers, giveth unto you.

2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I

command you, nor shall ye diminish aught
from it ; that ye may keep the commandments
of the Lord your God which I command you.

3 Your own eyes have seen that which the

Lord hath done because of Baiil-peor; for

every man that followed Baiil-peor, "" him the

Lord thy God hath destroyed from the midst

of thee.

4 But ye that did cleave unto the Lord your
God, are alive, every one of you, this day.'='

5 See, I have taught you statutes and oi'di-

nances, just as the Lord my God commanded
me; that ye may do so in the midst of the

land whither ye go to take possession of it.

' Here must be supplied, "at the time that this occurred."
* As idolatry was the prevailing sin among all ancient

nations, Moses commences by calling the attention of the

people pre-eminently to the consequences of their relapse

in the country of Mo'ab ; how that so many that trans-

gressed died, while those firm in the service of God re-

mained alive.

" Others render, " in all things."
« " For your souls' sake."

—

Arnheim.

6 Keep therefore and do them ; for this is

your wisdom and your undenstanding before

the eyes of tlie nations, that shall hear all

these statutes, and they Avill say. Nothing but
a wise and understanding people is this great

nation.

7 For what great nation is there that hath
gods so nigh unto it, as is the Lord our God
at all times'' that Ave call upon him ?

8 And Avhat great nation is there that hath
statutes and ordinances so righteous as is all

this law, Avhich I lay befoi-e you this day?*
9 Only take heed to thyself, and guard

thy soul diligently, that thou do not forget

the things Avhich thy eyes have seen, and
that they depart not frona thy heart all the
days of thy life ; but thou shalt make them
knoAvn unto th}^ sons, and unto thy sons'

sons

;

10 The day that thou stoodest before the

Lord thy God at Horeb, Avhen the Lord said

unto me. Assemble for me the people, and I

will cause them to hear my Avords, Avliich

they shall learn, to fear me all the days that

they shall li\'e upon the earth, and Avhich

they shall teach their children.

11 And ye came near and stood at the

foot of the mountain ; and the mountain Avas

burning Avith fire unto the midst of the

heaven, (from amidst) darkness, clouds, and
thick darkness.

12 And the Lord spoke unto you out of

the midst of the fire ; the sound of AVords ye
heard, but any similitude ye saAV not; there

was nothing but a sound.

13 And he told unto you his coA^enaut,

Avhich he commanded you to perform, the

ten commandments; and he Avrote them upon
tAVO tables of stone. •

14 And me the Lord commanded at that

time to teach you statutes and ordinances,

that ye might do them in the land Avhither

ye go over to possess it.

15 Take ye therefore good heed of your

souls f for ye saAV no manner of similitude" on

" The great King of Israel did not make himself mani-

fest under any bodily shape. All on the mountain wa,s

darkness and cloud. A loud voice was heard, audible

words reached the ear of all at once, one impression was

made upon all alike. Hence the energetic prohibition

against the folly of representing the Invisible and Incom-

prehensible under any outward shape, even the most

beautiful and strong. All will fail of reaching him ; con-

sequently all are odious to the Deity.
215
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the day that the Lord spoke unto you at

Horeb out of the midst of the fire

:

IG That ye become not corrupt, and make
youi'selvcs a graven image, the similitude of

an>- idol-figure, the likeness of a male or of a

female,

17 The likeness of any beast that is on the

earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that

flietli in the air of heaven,

18 The likeness of any thing that creepeth

on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is

in the waters beneath the earth

;

19 And that thou lift not up thy eyes unto

the heavens, and thou see the sun, and the

moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven,

and be misled to bow down to them, and to

serve them, those which the Lord thy God
hath assigned" unto all nations under the

whole heaven.

20 But you did the Lord take, and he

brought you forth out of the iron furnace,

out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of

inheritance, as ye are this day.

21 Farthermore the Lord was angry with

me for your sakes, and he swore that I should

not go over the Jordan, and that I should not

go in unto that good land, which the Lord
thy God giveth unto thee for an inheritance

:

22 For 1 must die in this land ; I shall not

go over the Jordan ; but ye will go over and
take possession of this good land.

23 Take heed unto yourselves, that ye do

not forget the covenant of the Lord your God,

which he hath made with you, and make
yovu'selves a graven image, the likeness of any
thing, which the Lord thy God hath forbid-

den thee.

24 For the Lord thy God is a consuming
fire, 3'ea, a watchful God.

25 ^ When thou begettest children, and
children's children, and ye shall have re-

mained long in the land, and ye become cor-

rupt, and make a graven image, the like-

* "To give them light."

—

Talmud MEniLi.Aii, fol. 9.

"But the text evidently means that the Lord had not in-

terfered with the nations in their false worship. AVith

Israel, however, he acted otherwise, taking them from
slavery to be his people."

—

Uashbam.
'' As the verse stands, it means that under the oppres-

sions of the times, many will fall ofiF to idolatry and false

worship. This prediction has come to pass, during the

many persecutions which have occurred. Onkelos, how-
ever, paraphrases, "And ye shall serve there nations,

2ir,

ness of any thing, and do the evil in the eyes

of the Lord thy God, to provoke him to

anger

:

20 I call this day the heavens and the

earth to witness aginst you, that ye shall soon

perish from oft' the land whereunto ye go over

the Jordan to possess it; ye shall not remam
many days upon it, but ye shall surely Ije de-

stroyed.

27 And the Lord will scatter you among
the nations, and ye will be left few in number
among the nations, whither the Lord will lead

you.

28 And ye will serve'' there gods, the work
of man's hands, Avood and stone, which neither

can see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29 But thou wilt seek from there the Lord
thy God, and wilt find him, if thou apply to

him with all thy heart and with all thy

soul.

30 When thou art in tribulation, and all

these things have overtaken thee, in the lat-

ter end of days, then wilt thou return to the

Lord thy God, and be obedient unto his voice.

31 For a merciful God is the Lord thy

God; he will not forsake thee, nor destroy

thee ; and he will not forget the covenant of

thy fathers which he hath sworn unto them.

32 For do but ask of former days, which
Avere before thee, since the day that God cre-

ated man upon the earth, and from the one

end of the heavens unto the other end of the

heavens, Avhether there hath been the like of

this great thing, or Avhether the like liath

been heard?

33 Hath ever a people heard the voice of

a° god, speaking out of the midst of the fire,

as thou hast heard, and remained alive ?

34 Or hath a god assayed to go to take to

himself a nation from the midst of a nation,

by proofs, by signs, and by wonders, and by
Avar, and by a mighty hand, and by an out-

stretched arm, and by great terrors, like all

worshipping error, (idolatry,) the work of the hands of

men," conceiving, probably, as the commentator to Men-
delssohn observes, that to worship idols is a sin, not a

punishment.
° Meaning, the gods of any other nation ; did such ever

speak to their followers? and so also in the succeeding

verse. But Onkelos, Jonathan, Aben Ezra, and others

refer God to the Supreme, and the text then says that

the mercy which Israel witnessed was imparted to no other

people

^
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that which the Lord your God hath done for

you in Egjpt before tiiy eyes?

35 Unto thee it was shown, that thou
mightest know, that the Eternal is the God;
there is none else besides him.

36 Out of the heavens he caused thee to

hear his voice, to correct thee : and upon the

earth he caused thee to see his great fire ; and
his words didst thou liear out of the midst of

the fire.

37 And therefore, because he loved thy
fathers, he chose their seed after them, and
brought thee out in his presence* with his

mighty power out of Egypt;
38 To drive out nations greater and mightier

than thou art, from before thee, to bring thee

in, to give unto thee their land for an inheritr

ance, as it is this day.

39 Know therefore this day, and reflect in

thy heart, that the Eternal is the God in

the heavens above, and upon the earth be-

neath: there is none else.

40 And thou shalt keep his statutes, and
his commandments, which I command thee

this day, that it may go well with thee, and
with thy children after thee; and that thou

mayest live many days upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee, for all times.*

41 ^ Then Moses set aside three cities on
this side of the Jordan, toward the rismg of

the sun;

42 That thither might flee the "manslayer,

who should kill his neighbour unawares, when
he had not been an enemy to him in times

past; and that he should flee unto one of

these cities and live.

43 Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain

country, for the Reiibenites ; and Ramoth in

Gil'ad for the Gadites ; and Golan in Bashan
for the Menassites.

44 And this is the law which Moses set

before the children of Israel

:

45 These are the testimonies, and the star

tutes, and the ordinances, which Moses spoke

' "In his own person."

—

Arnheim. "With his own
word."

—

Onkelos ; who, by the by, frequently renders

the holy Name with "memcra" NlO'D prefixed, as in Gen.
iii. 8, vi. 6, xv. 6, &c.; perhaps the idea of ^oyo5, com-
mon in his time, as the mysterious creative power of the

Deity.
* Others render this word with " springs ;" others with

•' the foot ;" others with " heights ;" but it probably means
the direction which streams take in quitting a mountain,

2C

unto tlie children of Israel, when they came
forth out of Egypt,

4G On this side of the Jordan, in the valley

opposite to Beth-petir, in the land of Sichon
the king of the Emorites, who dwelt at Chesh-
bon, whom Moses and the children of Israel

smote, after they were come forth out of Egypt

;

47 And they took possession of his land,

and of the land of 'Og the king of Bashan,
the tAvo kings of the Emorites, who were on
this side of the Jordan toward the rising of
the sun;

48 From 'Aro'er, which is on the bank of
the river Arnon, even unto Mount Sion, which
is Chermon,

49 And all the plain on this side of the
Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the
plain, under the declivities'" of Pisgah.*

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And Moses called all Israel, and
said mito them, Hear, Israel, the statutes

and the ordinances which I speak in your
ears this day, that ye may learn them, and
that ye may observe to do them.

2 The Lord our God made a covenant with
us in Horeb.

3 Not with our fathers did the Lord make
this covenant, but with us, we who are here
all of us alive this dayi

4 Face" to face did the Lord speak with
you, on the mount out of the midst of the
fire,

5 (P was standing between the Lord and be-

tween you at that time, to announce to you
the word of the Lord ; for ye were afraid by
reason of the fire, and ye went not up into

the mount;) saying,

6 ]| I am the Lord th}^ God, who have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from
the house of slavery.

7 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
8 Thou shalt not make unto thyself any

graven image, any likeness of any thing that

or the slope; here, therefore, the points where the slopes

of the Pisgah commence. (See Num. xxi. 15.)
° 1. e. Without a mediator.

—

Abe.n Ezr.\.
^ This is a parenthesis, explaining the reason why the

people would not themselves receive the commandments,
and of the appointment of Moses as the messenger between
God and the people; the word "saying" is to be understood

as though it followed immediately upon the words " of the

fire," in verse 4.
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is in the heavens abo-\e, or that is on the

earth beneath, or that is in the water under

the earth

:

9 Thou slialt not bow thyself down unto

them, nor serve them; for I the Lord thy

God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity

of the fathers upon the children, and upon the

third and upon the fourth generation of them
that hate me,

10 And shoAving mercy unto the thousandth

generation of them that love me, and keep
my commandments.

11 ^ Thou shalt not take the name of the

Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord will not

hold him guiltless that taketh his name in

vain.

12 Tl Keep the sabbath-day to sanctify it,

as the Lord thy God hath commanded" thee.

13 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all

thy work;
14 But the seventh day is the sabbath in

honour of the Lord thy God ; on it thou shalt

not do any work, neither thou, nor thy son,

nor thy daughter, nor thy mau-sjervant, nor
thy maid-servant, nor th}^ ox, nor thy ass, nor
an}' of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is

within thy gates; in order that thy man-ser-

vant and thy maid-servant may rest as well as

thou.

15 And thou shalt remember that thou

hast been a servant in the land of Eg^-pt, and
that the Lord thy God brought thee out from
there by a mighty hand and by an out-

stretched arm ; therefore hath the Lord thy

God commanded thee to observe the sabbath-

day.

16 ^ Honour thy father and thy mother,
as the Loud thy God hath commanded thee

;

that thy days may be prolonged, and that it

may go well with thee, in the laud which the

Lord thy God givetli thee.

17 ^['Thou shalt not kill.

^ Neither'' shalt thou commit adultery.

^1 Neither shalt thou steal.

' " As the Lord thy God commanded thcc in Marah,

before the giving of tlic law."—llAsni. Otherwise the

phrase is merely general, referring to the institution of

the sabbath as a divine thing, and is an expression of

Moses in his address to the people, calling their attention

to the necessity of obedience, because it is the will of God.
Hence the introduction of the exodus from Egypt in

verse 15. See also verse IG, where the same phrase oc-

curs again.
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^ Neither shalt thou bear false witness
against thy neighbour.

18 ^ Neither shalt thou covet thy neigh-

bour's wife.

^ Neither shalt thou desire" thy neighbour's
house, nor his field, nor his man-servant, nor
his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
any thing that is thy neighbour's.*

19 ][ These words did the Lord speak unto
all your assembly on the mount out of the
midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick

darkness, with a great voice, but he did so no
more f and he wrote them on two tables of
stone, and he gave them unto me.

20 And it came to pass, when ye heard the

voice out of the midst of the darkness, while
the mountain was burning Avith fire, that ye
came near unto me, even all the heads of

your tribes, and }our elders

;

21 And ye said. Behold, the Lord our God
hath caused us to see his glory and his great-

ness, and his voice have Ave heard out of the

midst of the fire ; this day have Ave seen that

God can speak Avith man, Avho nevertheless

may live.

22 But noAv Avln- should aa-c die? for this

great fire ma}- consume us; if Ave continue to

hear the A'oice of the Lord our God any more,

then shall Ave die.

2-3 For Avhere is there any flesh, that hath
heard the A'oice of the liA-ing God speaking-

out of the midst of the fire, like us, and hath
remained aliA'e ?

24 Do thou approach, and hear all that

the Lord our God may say ; and thou shalt

speak unto us all that the Lord our God
may speak vuito thee; and Ave Avill hear and
do it.

25 And the Lord heard the voice of your
Avords, Avhile ye Avere speaking unto me ; and
the Lord said unto me, I haA-e heard the A-oice

of the Avords of this people, Avhich they have
spoken unto thee; they haA^e done Avell in all

that they have spoken.

'' Tlie English version makes separate verses of all the

comm.andments ; so also in Exodus xs.
° If we consider that the repetition of the Decalogue

was only to recall the general tenor thereof to the people,

the variations from the text in Exodus xi. will readily ex-

plain themselves ; it is there the very word of God ; here

Moses teaches what had been confided to him.
'' Meaning, that this was the only time that God spoke

to the people without a mediator, as Moses himself was.
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26 Who would gTant" that this their heart

might remain in them, to fear me, and to keep
all my commandments at all times; in order

that it might be well with them, and with
their children for ever!

27 Go, say to them, Return you into your
tents.

28 But as for thee, remain thou here by
me, and I will speak mito thee all the com-
mandments, and the statutes, and the ordi-

nances, which thou shalt teach them, that

they may do them in the land which I give

them to possess it.

29 Observe ye then to do as the Lord your
God hath commanded you

; ye shall not turn

aside to the right or to the left.

30 Altogether in the Avay, which the Lord
your God hath commanded you, shall ye

walk ; in order that ye may live, and that it

may be well with you, and that ye may re-

main many days in the laud which ye will

possess.

CHAPTER VI.

1 And this is the commandment, with
the statutes, and the ordinances, which the

Lord your God hath commanded to teach

you, to do them in the land whither ye are

passing over to possess it

:

2 In order that thou mayest fear the Lord
thy God, to keep all his statutes and his com-
mandments, which I command thee, thou and
thy .son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy
life ; and in order that thy days may be pro-

longed.

3 Hear, therefore, Israel, and observe to

do them ; that it may be well ^vith thee, and
that ye may increase greatly, as the Lord the

God of thy fathers hath spoken to thee, (in)

the land flowing with milk and honey.*

4 ^ Hear, Israel ! The Lord, our God, is

the 0>iE Eternal Being.''

* God is represented as speaking in the fashion of man.
Piety is here shown to be voluntary ; as no Divine force is

spoken of as compelling to obedience. Hence the mira-
cles, however astonishing they were, were nevertheless

evanescent, and left human nature unchanged. Hence
the wish that the will then expressed might last for

ever.

^ Philippson translates, "Hear, Israel, the Eternal,

our God, the Eternal is One." But every attempt to

convey in another language the simplicity of the Hebrew
must fail. Here we have the third revelation of God's
being; in Genesis ivii. he is revealed as the Almighty;

5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.

6 And these words which I command thee

this day, shall l)e in thy heart

:

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently

unto thy cliildren, and thou shalt speak of

them when thou sittest in thy hou.se, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign

upon thy hand, and they shall be as frontlets

between thy eyes.

9 And thou shalt write them upon the

door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates.

10 ^ And it shall be, when the Lord thy
God shall bring thee into the land which he
hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to

Isaac, and to Jacol), to give unto thee," great

and goodly cities, which thou didst not build,

11 And houses full of all good things, which
thou didst not fill, and wells hewed out which
thou didst not hew, vineyards and olive-trees,

wliich thou didst not plant; and thou hast

eaten and art satisfied

:

12 Then beware that thou do not forget

the Lord, who hath brought thee forth out of
the land of Eg3'pt, from the house of slavery.

13 The Lord thy God shalt thou fear, and
him shalt thou serve, and hy his name shalt

thou swear.

14 Ye** shall not go after other gods, of the

gods of the nations which are round about
you;

15 For the Lord thy God is a watchful'

God among you; so that the anger of the
Lord thy God may not be kindled against

thee, and he destroy thee from ofl" the face of
the earth.

16 ^ Ye shall not tempt the Lord ^-our

God, as ye tempted him in Massah.
17 Ye shall diligently keep the command-

in Exodus vi. as the Eternal ; and now as the one, un-
ecmpound, indi^nsible, and not liable to change or increase.

We have thus the complete idea of the Godhead, as the

highest Power, Eternity, Unit}-.—After Philippson.
° Here we must understand " replete with."
^ As Moses addresses all the people of Israel, he occa-

sionally employs the singular, they being but one body in

his eyes; and again the plural, as they are composed of in-

dividuals. Hence the frequent changes observable in the

text.

" One who sees iniquity and is ever ready to recom-
pense it with retribution.
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merits of the Lord your God, and his testimo-

nies, and his statutes, which he hath com-

manded theo.

18 And tliou shalt do that which is right

and good in the eyes of the Lord; in order

that it may be well with thee, and that thou

mayest go in and take possession of the good

land with the Lord hath sworn unto thy

fathers,

19 To cast out all thy enemies from before

thee; as the Lord hath spoken.

20 ^ When thy son should ask thee in

time" to come, saying, What mean the testi-

monies, and the statutes, and the ordinances,

which the Lord our God hath commanded you ?

21 Then shalt thou say unto thy son, We
were bond-men imto Pharaoh in Egypt; and
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a

mighty hand

;

22 And the Lord let come signs and won-
ders, great and sore, on Egypt, on Pharaoh,

and on all his household, before our eyes;

23 And us he brought out from there; in

order to bring us in, to give us the land which
he had sworn unto our fathers.

24 And the Lord commanded us to do all

these statutes, to fear the Lord our God ; that

it might be well with us at all times, and^

that he might preserve us alive, as it is at

this day.

25 And it shall be accounted righteousness

unto us, if we observe to do all this command-
ment before the Lord our God, as he hath

commanded us.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ][ When the Lord thy God shall bring

thee into the land whither thou goest to pos-

sess it, and cast out many nations befoi'e thee,

the Ilittites, and the Girgashites, and the

Emorites, and the Canaanites, and the Periz-

zites, and the Ilivites, and the Jebusites, seven

nations, greater in number and mightier than

thou;

2 And when the Lord thy God shall give

them up before thee, and thou dost smite

them: thou shalt utterly destroy them; thou

shalt not make any covenant with them, nor

show mercy unto them.

' Heb. ina "to-morrow," any time after to-day.

"" " Son" stands here for the entire people ; therefore it

is properly followed by the plural in the next phrase.

° i. e. The one who is in truth God the Creator, while
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3 Neither shalt thou make marriages with
them ; thy daughter shalt thou not give unto
his son, and his daughter shalt thou not take

unto thy son.

4 For he would turn away thy son'' from
following me, so that they might serve other
gods; and the anger of the Lord would be
kindled against j^ou, and he would destroy

thee speedily.

5 But thus shall ye do unto them : their

altars shall ye pull down, and their statues

shall ye break, and their groves shall ye cut

down, and their graven images shall ye bum
with fire.

G For thou art an holy people unto the

Lord thy God; of thee the Lord thy God
hath made choice to be unto himself a special

people, above all the nations that are ujjon

the face of the earth.

7 Not because ye are more in number than
all the nations, did the Lord desire you and
make choice of you ; for }e are the fewest of

all the nations;

8 But on account of the love of the Lord
for you, and because he kcepeth the oath

which he hath sworn unto your fathers, hath
the Lord brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you out of the house of

bond-men, out of the hand of Pharaoh the king

of Egypt.*

9 Know then that the Eternal thy God, is

the"" God, the faithful God, who keepeth the

covenant and the mercy with those that love

him and with those that keep his command-
ments to the thousandth generation;

10 And repayeth those that hate him to

their face,'^ to destroy them ; he will not de-

lay to him that hatetli him, he will repay
him to his face.

11 Therefore shalt thou keep the command-
ment, and the statutes, and the ordinances,

which I command thee this day, to do them.

Ilaphtorah in Isaiah il. 1 to 20.

SECTION XLVI. AYKEB, apr.

12 ^ And it shall come to pass in reward

for that ye \n\\ hearken to these ordinances,

the other deities are false, powerless, imaginary beings,

therefore not God. In this sense must the definite article

in this and other instances be understood.

*
J. e. At once, promptly, (Arnheim, "in their life-
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and keep, and do them, that the Lord thy

God will keep unto thee the. covenant and

the kindness which he hath sworn unto thy

lathers

:

1

3

And he will love thee_, and bless thee,

and multiply thee; and he will bless the

fruit of*thy womb, and the fruit of thy land,

thy corn, and thy wine, and thy oil, the in-

crease of thy cattle, and the young of thy

Hocks, in the land which he hath sworn unto

thy fathers to give unto thee.

14 Blessed shalt thou be above all the na-

tions; there shall not be a barren male or

female among thee, nor among thy cattle.

15 And the Lord avIU take away from thee

all sickness, and all the evil diseases of Egypt,

which thou knowest, will he not put upon

thee; but he will lay them upon all those

that hate thee.

16 And thou shalt consume all the nations

which the Lord thy God givetli unto thee;

thy eye shall not look with pity upon them

:

and thou shalt not serve their gods; for that

would be a snare unto thee.

17 ^ If thou shouldest say in thy heart.

These nations are more numerous than I;

how shall I be able to dispossess them?
18 Thou shalt not be afraid of them; (but)

thou shalt well remember what the Lord thy

God did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt;
19 The great proofs" which thy eyes have

seen, and the signs, and the wonders, and
the mighty hand, and the outstretched ann,

whereby the Lord thy God brought thee out

:

in this wise will the Lord thy God do unto

all the people of whom thou art afraid.

20 Moreover the hornet will the Lord thy

God send out against them, until they that

are left, and hide themselves from thee, be

destroyed.

21 Thou shalt not be affrighted at them;
for the Lord thy God is in the midst of thee,

a mighty and terrible God.
22 And the Lord thy God will chase out

these nations before thee, little by little ; thou
shalt not be able to make an end of them

time,") so that the guilt be expiated in the fourth genera-

tion, while the righteousness of the fathers is remembered
to the thousandth of their descendants. iNjiyS means
"every one of those who hate him."

" Onkelos renders "wonders;" Rashi and Mendelssohn,

"temptations;" but it appears to be as above, iv. 34, to

denote the positive exhibitions of God's power, or wonders

speedily, lest the beasts of the field increase

upon thee.

23 And the Lord thy God- will give them
up before thee, and he Avill bring among
them a mighty confusion, until they be de-

stroyed.

24 And he will give their kings into thy
hand, and thou shalt destroy their name from
under the heavens : no man shall, be able

to stand up before thee, until thou have de-

stroj^ed them.

25 The graven images of their gods shall

ye burn with fire; thou shalt not covet the

silver or gold that is on them, so that thou
wouldest take it unto thyself, lest thou be
ensnared thereby; for it is an abomination to

the Lord thy God.
26 And thou shalt not bring an abominan

tion into thy house, lest thou liecome accursed

like it : thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou
shalt utterly abhor it; for it is accursed.

CHAPTER VIIL

1 Tl All the commandment which I com-
mand thee this day shall ye observe to do ; in

order that ye may live, and m^tiply, and go

in and take possession of the land which the

Lord hath sworn unto your fathers.

2 And thou shalt remember all the way
which the Lord thy God hath led thee these

forty years in the wilderness, in order to afflict

thee, to prove thee, to know what is in thy
heart, whether thou wouldest keep his com-
mandments, or not.

3 And he afflicted thee, and suffered thee

to hunger, and he gave thee manna to eat,

which thou knewest not, and which thy

fathers had not known; in order that he
might make thee know that not by bread

alone man doth live, but by every thing that

proceedeth out of the mouth'' of the Lord
doth man live.

4 Thy garment did not fall worn out from

thee," and thy foot did not swell,* these forty

years.

5 And thou shalt consider in thy heart,

sent as proofs of the truth of the prophetic mission of

Moses.
' i. e. Whatever is produced by the will of God. God's

word creates; hence every thing proceeds out of his

mouth.
° After Arnheim.
*

i'. e. From walking barefoot in the sand.
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that, as a man chasteneth his son/ so doth

the Lord thy God chasten thee.

G And thou shalt keep the commandments
of the LoKi) thy God, to walk in his ways,

and to fear hira.

7 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into

a good land, a land of brooks of water, of

fountains and depths'" that spring out of val-

leys and hills;

8 A land of wheat, and barley, and of the

vine, and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate;

a land of the oil-olive, and of honey;

9 A land wherein thou shalt cat bread

without scarceness, wherein thou shalt not

lack any thing; a land the stones whereof
are iron, and out of whose hills thou canst

hew copper.

10 And Avhen thou hast eaten and art

satisfied, then shalt thou bless the Lord thy

God for the good land wliich he hath given

thee.*

11 Take" heed mato thyself that thou for-

get not the Lord thy God, so as not to keep
his commandments, and his ordinances, and
his statutes, which I command thee this day;

12 That Mfcen thou hast eaten and art

satisfied, and hast built goodly houses, and
dwelt therein;

13 And when thy herds and thy flocks

multiply, and thy silver and thy gold are

multiplied, and all that thou hast is multi-

plied :

14 Thy heart be then not lifted up, and
thou forget tlie Lord thy God, who hath
brought tliee fortli out of the land of Egypt,
from the house of slavery;

15 WIio liath led thee through the great

and terrible wilderness, wherein are snakes,

poisonous serpents, and scorpions, and drought,

where there is no water; who hath brought

forth for thee water out of the flinty

rock

;

IG Who hath fed thee in the wilderness

with niiinna, which thy fiithers knew not;

in order to alllict thee, and in order to prove

thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

* The father punishes the son to correct him of some
evil habit or propensity; in the same manner did the

Lord punish the Israelites to cure them of their sinful-

ness.

^ "Lakes."

—

Arniieim.
° All from this verse to v. 17 inclusive is one sentence,

and must be so understood : Moses warns the people not

to imagine, after all the dangers should be passed, that it

17 And thou say in thy heart, My power
and the strength of thy hand have gotten me
this wealth.

18 But thou shalt remember the Lord thy
God; for it is he that giveth thee power to

get wealth ; in order that he might fulfil his

covenant which he hath sworn ulito thy
fathers, as it is this day.

19 ^[ And it sh.all come to pass, that if

thou shouldst forget the Lord thy God, and
walk after other gods, and serve them, and
bow thyself down to them, I testify against

you this day that ye shall surely perish

;

20 Like the nations which the Lord de-

stroyeth l^efore you, so shall ye iierish ; in

recompense of that ye would not hearken
unto the voice of the Lord your God.

CHAPTER IX.

1 T[ Hear, O Israel : Thou art to pass this

day over the Jordan, to go in to drive out

nations greater and mightier than thou, (to

conquer) cities great and fortified up to

heaven,

2 A people great and tall, the children of

the 'Anakim, whom thou knowest, and of

whom thou hast heard say. Who can stand

before the children of 'Anak

!

3 Understand therefore this day, that the

Lord thy God it is who goeth over before

thee, he is a consuming fire ; he will destroy

them, and he will subdue them before thy

face; and thou wilt drive them out, and de-

stroy them quickly,"* as the Lord hath spoken

unto thee."''

4 Thou must not say in thy heart, when
the Lord thy God doth cast them out from

before thee, as foUoweth, For my righteous-

ness hath the Lord brought me in to possess

this land; and that for the wickedness of

these nations the Lord doth drive them out

from before thee.

5 Not for thy righteousness, nor for the

uprightness of thy heart, dost thou go in to

possess their land; but for the wickedness of

these nations doth the Lord thy God drive

was thoir strength which had accomplished all, but to look

upon their acquisitions as the gift of God; man indeed must

labour, but God alone can grant success.

" This is no contradiction to vii. 22 ; for there it merely

says that the conquest shall be gradual ; here that, though

it take place in this way, it would still be in less time than

the Israelites, from their unprepared state to cope with

their enemies, could rationally expect.
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them out from before thee, and in order that

he may fulfil the word which the Lord hath

sworn imto thy fathers, to Al^raliam, to Isaac,

and to Jacob.

6 And thou shalt know, that not for thy
righteousness doth the Lord thy God give

unto thee this good land to possess it; for

thou art. a stiff-necked people.

7 Remember," do not forget, how thou

didst provoke the Lord thy God to wrath in

the wilderness : from the day that thou went-

est out of the land of Egypt, until ye came
unto this place, have ye been rebellious

against the Lord.

8 Also at Horeb ye provoked the Lord to

wrath, so that the Lord was angry with you
to destroy you.

9 When I was gone up into the mount to

receive the tables of stone, the tables of the

covenant which the Lord had made with you,

and I abode on the mount forty days and
forty nights, bread did I not eat, and water
did I not drink.

10 And the Lord gave unto me the two
tables of stone inscribed by the finger of God

;

and on them (was written) according to all

the Avords, which the Lord had spoken with
you on the mount out of the midst of the fire

on the day of the assembly.

11 And it came to pass at the end of forty

days and forty nights, that the Lord gave
unto me the two tables of stone, the tables of

the covenant.

12 And the Lord said unto me, Arise, get

thee down quickly from here; for thy people

which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt
have become corrupted; they have quickly

turned aside out of the way which I have
commanded them; they have made them-
selves a molten image.

13 And the Lord said unto me, thus, I

have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiff-

necked people

:

14 Let me alone, and I will destroy them,
and blot out their name from under the
heavens; and I will make of thee a nation
mightier and more numerous than they.

15 And I turned and came do\vn from the

* Since men are so apt to imagine all they receive as
justly their due, the prophet here impresses upon the
people, that they had deserved punishment, not the great
mercj' which was and would be shown them.

• Although Moses had already spoken of the rebellion

mount, and the mount was burning with fire

;

and the two tables of the covenant were upon
my two hands.

16 And I looked, and, behold, ye had sin-

ned against the Lord your God, ye had made
yourselves a molten calf; ye had turned aside

quickly out of the way which the Lord had
commanded you.

17 And I took hold of the two tables, and
cast them out of my two hands, and I broke
them before your eyes.

18 And I threw myself dovm. before the
Lord, as at the first, forty days and forty

nights; bread did I not eat, and water did I

not drink ; on account of all your sins which
ye had committed, in doing what is evil in

the eyes of the Lord, to provoke him to

anger.

19 For I was afraid of the anger and the

indignation, wherewith the Lord was wroth
against you to destroy you; but the Lord
hearkened unto me also at that time. .

20 And with Aai'on was the Lord very
angry to destroy him; and I prayed also for

Aaron at the same time.

21 And your work of sin, which ye had
made, the calf, I took and burnt it in fire,

and stamped it, grinding it very small, until

it was as fine as dust : and I cast the dust

thereof into the brook that descendeth from
the mount.

22 And at Taberah, and at Massah and at

Kibroth-hattaiivah, have ye been provoking
the Lord to wrath.

23 And when the Lord sent you from Ka-
desh-barneii','' saying, Go up and take posses-

sion of the land Avhich I have given you

:

then rebelled ye against the order of the Lord
your God, and ye believed not in him, and ye
hearkened not to his voice.

24 Rebellious have ye been against the

Lord, from the day that I have known you.

25 And I threw myself down before the

Lord those forty days and forty nights, which
I threw myself down ; because the Lord had
said that he would destroy you.

20 And I prayed unto the Lord, and said,"

Lord Eternal, destroy not thy people and

upon the occasion of the spies, he sums up here this event

also as a connected portion of their series of obdurate sin-

ning.
° As was said above with the ten commandments, so it

is here : Moses gives merely the substance of what oc-
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thy heritage, which thou hast redeemed
through tliy greatness, which thou hast

brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty
hand.

27 Think of thy servants, of Abraham, of

Isaac, and of Jacob; turn not unto the stu}>

boniness of this people, nor to its wickedness,

nor to its sin

:

28 Lest (the inhabitants of) the land
wlience thou hast brought us out say, Out of

want of ability in the Lord to bring them
into the land which he had promi.sed them,
and out of his hatred to them, hath he
bi'ought them out to slay them in the wilder-

ness.

29 Whereas they are thy people and thy
heritage, whom thou hast brought out by thy
mighty power and by thy outstretched arm.*

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ At that time the Lord said unto me,
Hew for thyself two tables of stone like unto

the first, and come up unto me into the

mount; and make thyself an ark of wood.
2 And I will write on the tables the words

that were on the first tables which thou hast

broken; and thou shalt put them in the ark.

3 And I made an ark of shittim-wood, and
hewed two tables of stone like unto the first

;

and I went up into the mount, with the two
tables in my hand.

4 And he wrote on the tables, like the first

writing, the ten commandments, which the

Lord had spoken unto you on the mount out

of the midst of the fire on the day of the as-

sembly; and the Lord gave them unto me.
5 And I turned myself and came down

from the mount, and I put the tables in the

ark which I had made; and they have re-

mained there, as the Lord hath commanded
me.

G And the children of Israel took their

journey from the wells of the children of Ya'iv

kan to Mossera : there" Aaron died, and he

curred, and confines himself not to the exact words which
were spoken. His object is to condense, aild occasionally

to add some particulars not before dwelt upon.
* This verse is thus explained by Aben Ezra: "Above

it is said that Moses prayed also for Aaron ; and he did

not die then, but at the end of forty years." The places

mentioned here are either divisions of Mount Ilor, or

neighbouring places thereto. The former opinion is pro-

bably the most correct.
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was buried there ; and Elazar his son became
priest in his stead.

7 From there they journeyed unto Gudgo-
dah ; and from Gudgodah to Yotbatha, a land
of brooks of waters.

8 At that time'' did the Lord separate the
tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant
of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to

minister unto him, and to bless in his name,
unto this day.

9 Therefore was not assigned unto Levi
any portion or inheritance Avith his brethren

;

the Lord is his inheritance, as the Lord th}-

God hath spoken to him.

10 And I stayed on the mount, like the
first da^s, forty days and forty nights; and
the Lord hearkened unto me also at that
time, the Lord would not destroy thee.

11 And the Lord said unto me. Arise, go
on the journey before the ]x?ople, that they
may go in and take possession of the land,

which I have sworn unto their fathers to give

unto them.*
12 ]| And now, Israel, what doth the Lord

thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord
thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love

him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all

thy heart and with all thy soul,

13 To keep the commandments of the
Lord, and his statutes, which I command thee
this day, for thy own good ?

14 Behold, to the Lord thy God belong

the heavens and the heavens of heavens, and
the earth with all that is thereon

;

15 Yet only in thy fathers had the Lord
delight, to love them ; he chose, therefore,

their seed after them, namely 3-ou, from all

the nations, as it is this day.

16 Remove" therefore the obduracy of your
heart, and be no more stifl-necked.^

17 For the Lord your God is the God of

gods, and the Lord of lords, the great, the

mighty, and the terrible God, Avho hath no re-

gard to persons, and taketh no bribe;

• At the time first mentioned, when the golden calf was
made.

° The phrase employed in the Hebrew is so peculiarly

idiomatic, that it has been freely rendered, more so than

any other hitherto in this version. Whatever is odious

among the Israelites is called "uncircumcised ;" hence, to

convert the heart, to be no longer disobedient, is called

" circumcising the heart."
'' Lit. "And cause not your neck to bo stiff any more."
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18 Who executeth justice for the fatherless

and the widow, and loveth the stranger, to

give him food and raiment.

19 Love ye then the stranger ; for you have

been strangers in the hand of Egypt.

20 The Lord thy God shalt thou fear; him
shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave,

and by his name shalt thou swear.

21 He is thy praise, and he is thy God,

who hath done lor thee these great and fear-

ful things, which thy own eyes have seen.

22 With seventy persons did thy fathers

go do^\ai into Egypt ; and now the Lord thy

God hath made thee hke the stars of heaven

in multitude.

CHAPTER XL
1 Thou shalt therefore love the Lord thy

God, and keep his charge, and his statutes,

and his ordinances, and his commandments,
all the days.

2 And ye shall know this day, that (I

speak) not with your children who have not

known, and who have not seen the chastise-

ment of the Lord your God, his greatness, his

strong hand, and his outstretched arm

;

3 And his signs, and his acts, which he

displaj'ed in the midst of Egypt, unto Pharaoh

the king of Eg}q3t, and unto all his land;

4 And what he did unto the army of

Eg3'pt, unto its horses, and to its chariots;

over whom he caused the water of the Red
Sea to flow, as they pursued after you, and
whom the Lord destroyed unto" this day;

5 And what he did unto you in the wilder-

ness, until ye came unto this place;

G And what he did unto Dathan and Abi-

ram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben;

how the earth opened her mouth, and swal-

lowed them up, and their households, and
their tents, and all the livmg substance that

followed them, in the midst of all Israel

;

7 But*" it is your own eyes which have seen

all the great acts of the Lord which he hath
done.

8 Ye shall therefore keep all the command-

* Mendelssohn renders freely: "And the Lord des-

troyed them to such a degree, that none of them is to be

seen any more." It appears, however, that the phrase is

merely the strong affirmative frequently used by Moses.
' With this verse ends the sentence commenced with

verse 2.

° " In Egypt it was necessary to bring water from the

ment which I command you this day, that ye
may be strong, and go in and take possession

of the land, whither ye go over to po.ssess it;

9 And in order that ye may live many
days in the land, which the Lord hath sworn
unto your fathers to give unto them and to

their seed, a land flowing with milk and
honey.*

10 ^ For the land, whither thou goest in to

possess it, is not like the land of Egypt, from
where ye came out, where thou sowest thy
seed, and waterest it with thy foot," as a gar-

den of herbs

;

11 But the land, whither ye go over to

jjossess it, is a land of mountains and valleys,

from the rain of heaven doth it drink water:

12 A land which the Lord thy God careth

for ; always are the eyes of the Lord thy God
upon it, from the beginning of the year even

unto the end of the year.

13 ][ And it shall come to pass, if ye will

hearken diligently unto my commandments
which I command you this day, to love the

Lord your God, and to serve him with all

your heart and with all your soul,

14 That I will send rain for jour land in

its due season, the first rain and the latter

rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn,

and thy wine, and thy oil.

15 And I will give grass in thy field for

thy cattle ; and thou shalt eat and be satisfied,

16 Take heed to yourselves, that your

heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and
serve other gods, and worship them

;

17 (For) then the Lord's wrath will be

kindled against you, and he will shut up the

heavens that there be no rain, and the land

will not yield her products; and ye shall

perish quickly from off the good land which
the Lord giveth unto you.

18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my
words in your heart and in your soul ; and ye

shall bind them for a sign upon your hand,

and they shall be as frontlets between your

eyes.

19 And ye shall teach them to your chil-

Nile on foot," (hence the expression in the verse,) " and

to water it, like the vegetable garden, which has not

enough from the rain of heaven."

—

Rashi. It however

probably alludes to the water-wheels used in the East for

purposes of irrigation, which are worked by treading upon

them, in the manner of a tread-mill ; in this view, the foot

actually does the watering.
225
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dren, to speak of them when thou sittest in

thy house, and when thou walkest by the

way, and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up.

20 And thou shalt write them upon the

door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates.

21 In order that your days may be multi-

plied, and tlie days of your children, in the

land which the Lord swore unto your fathers

to give unto them, as the days of the heavens

over the earth .°'-"

22 ^[ For if ye will diligentl}- keep all this

commandment which I command you, in order

to do it, to love the Lord your God, to walk

in all his Ava}-s, and to cleave unto him

:

2.3 Then will the Lord drive out all these

nations from before }"ou, and ye shall supplant

nations greater and mightier than yourselves.

24 Every place whereon the sole of your

foot may tread shall be yours : from the wil-

derness and the Lebanon, from the river, the

river Euphrates, even unto the Western Sea''

shall be your boundary.

25 There shall be no man able to stand up

before you ; the fear of you and the dread of

you will the Lord }-our God lay upon all the

land which ye may tread upon, as he hath

spoken unto you.

Ilaphtorali in Isaiah slix. 14 to li. 3.

SECTION XLVII. REAY, nxn.

26 T[ Behold, I lay before you this day a

blessing and a curse :

27 The blessing, if ye will hearken unto

the commandments of the Lord your God,

which I command you this day;

28 And the curse, if ye will not hearken

unto the commandments of the Lord 3-our

God, and ye turn aside out of the way which

I command you this day, to go after other

gods, which ye know not.

29 ^ And it shall come to pass, when the

Lord thy God shall have brought thee in

' {. e. While the sky is visible over the earth, or always.
"

1. e. The Jlcditerranean Sea, which is at the west of

Palestine; so called in reference to the Sea of Kinncreth,

unto the land whither thou goest to possess

it, that thou shalt put the blessing" upon
mount Gerizzim, and the curse upon mount
'Ebal.

30 Behold, they are on the other side of

the Jordan, far away in the direction of the

going down of the sun, in the land of the Ca-

naanitcs, who dwell in the 2)lain, opposite

Gilgal, near the grove of Moreh.
31 For ye are about to i:)ass over the Jor-

dan to go in to take possession of the land

which the Lord your God giveth you ; and ye
will pos.sess it, and dwell therein.

32 And ye shall then observe to do all the

statutes and ordinances which I set before you
this day.

CHAPTER XII.

1 The.se are the statutes and ordinances,

which ye shall observe to do, in the land

which the Lord, the God of thy fathers, giveth

unto thee to possess it, all the da^s that ye

live upon the earth.

2 Ye shall utterly destroy all the places

whereon the nations which ye are about to

drive out served their gods, upon the high

mountains, and upon the hills, and under

every green tree;

3 And ye shall overthrow their altars, and
break their pillars, and their groves shall ye

burn with fire ; and the graven images of their

gods shall 3-e hew down, and ye shall destroy

their name out of the same place.

4 Ye shall not do so** unto the Lord your
God;

5 But unto the place which the Lord j-our

God may choose out of all j'our tribes to put

his name there, even unto his habitation

shall ye repair, and thither shalt thou come

;

6 And ye shall bring thither yoin- burnt-

offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes,

and the hea\'e-oft'erings of your hand, and
your vows, and your freeAvill-ofierings, and
the first-born of your herds and of jour
flocks

;

'' "Ye shall not saerificc unto Heaven in every place,"

&c.—R.\sill. This is another energetic prohibition against

following the heathen practices. On every promontory.

which is at the cast, innx is in this sense opposed to ' hill, or remarkable place, temples and statues were erected;

imp, "west" and "east," not "last" and "first."—After i|
and to this day similar customs prevail among the gen-

Arnhkim. I tiles; but not so should Israel do : they were one people

;

' The manner of doing this will be found farther es- they had but one God ; they needed no mediator, so they

plained in chap, xivii. ,! should have but one temple, and one altar.
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7 And ye shall eat there before the Lord
your God, and ye shall rejoice with all the

acquisition of your hand, ye and your house-

holds, wherewith the Lord thy God may have
blessed thee.

8 Ye shall not do after all the manner that

we do here this day, every one whatsoever is

right in his own eyes.

9 For ye are not as yet come to the rest

and to the inheritance, which the Lord thy

God giveth thee.

10 But ye will go over the Jordan, and
dwell in the land which the Lord j-our God
causeth you to inherit, and he will give you
rest from all your enemies round about, so

that ye may dwell in safet}^'-'

11 And then shall it be, that the place

which the Lord your God will choose to

cause his name to dwell there,—(even) thither

shall ye bring all that I command you
;
your

burnt-offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes,

and the heave-offering of your hand, and all

your choice vows which ye may vow unto the

Lord;
12 And ye shall rejoice before the Lord

your God, ye, and your sons, and your daugh-
ters, and your men-servants, and your maid-

servants, and the Levite who is within your
gates; because he hath not any portion nor
inheritance with you.

13 Take heed to thyself that thou offer not

thy burnt^offerings in every place which thou
mayest see

;

14 But in the place which the Lord will

choose in one of thy tribes, there shalt thou
offer thy bunit-offei-ings, and* there shalt thou
do all that I command thee.

15 Notwithstanding, according to all the

longing of thy soul, mayest thou kill and eat

flesh, according to the blessuag of the Lord
thy God Avhicli he hath given thee, in all thy
gates: the unclean and the clean may eat

thereof, as of the roebuck, and as of the hart.

16 Onl_v the blood shall ye not eat; upon
the earth shall ye pour it out as water.

17 Thou mayest not eat within thy gates

the tithe of thy corn, or of thy Avine, or of thy
oil, nor the first-born of thy herds or of thy
flocks, nor any of thy vows which thou mayest

* In this and in v. 14, permission is granted to kOl ani-

mals for food, beyond the precincts of the temple, prohi-

bited during the journey on the desert. (Lev. xxvii. 3, 4.)

vow, nor thy freewill-offerings, and the heave-

offering of thy hand

;

18 But before the Lord thy God must thou
eat them in the place which the Lord thy
God may choose, thou, and thy son, and thy
daughter, and thy man-servant, and thy maid-
servant, and the Levite Avho is within thy
gates; and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord
thy God with all the acquisition of thy hand.

19 Take heed to thyself that thou forsake

not the Levite as long as thou livest upon thy
land.

20 T[ When the Lord thy God will enlarge

thy border, as he hath spoken unto thee, and
thou dost say, I wish to eat flesh, because thy
soul longeth to eat flesh: then mayest thou,

according to all the longing of thy soul, eat

flesh.

,21 K the place which the Lord thy God
may choose to put his name there be too far

for thee : then mayest thou kill of thy
herds" and of thy flocks, which the Lord hath
given thee, as I have commanded thee; and
thou shalt eat in thy gates according to all

the longing of thy soul.

22 But as the roebuck and the hart are

eaten, so shalt thou eat the same : the unclean
and the clean may eat thereof together.

23 Onl}' be firm so as not to eat the blood

;

for the blood is the life; and thou shalt not

eat the life with the flesh.

2-4 Thou shalt not eat it; upon the earth

shalt thou pour it out like water.

25 Thou shalt not eat it ; in order that it

may go well with thee, and with thy children

after thee, when thou wilt do what is right

in the eyes of the Lord.

26 Nevertheless thy holy things which
thou mayest have, and thy Vows, shalt thou
take, and go unto the place which the Lord
may choose :

27 And thou shalt offer thy burnt-offerings,

the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of the

Lord thy God ; and the blood of thy sacrifices

shall be poured out upon the altar of the

Lord thy God, and the flesh shalt thou eat.

28 Observe and hear all these words which
I command thee ; in order that it may go well

with thee, and with thy children after thee

Of such killing, the clean and unclean may eat together.

Verse 26 again enjoins that whatever has been sanctified,

must nevertheless be brought to the altar.
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for ever, when thou wilt do what is good and

right in the eyes of the Lord thy God.*

29 T[
When the Lord thy God will cut oflf

the nations, whither thou goest to drive them
out from before thee, and thou succeedest

them, and dwellest in their land

:

30 Then take heed to thyself that thou be

not snared by following them, after they have
teen destroyed from before thee; and that

thou inquire not after their gods, saying. How
did these nations serve their gods? even so

will I do likewise.

31 Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy

God; for every abomination" to the Lord,

which he hateth, have they done unto their

gods; for even their sons and their daughters

have they burnt in the fire to their gods.

CHAPTER Xm.
1 What thing soever I command you, even

that shall ye observe to do : thou shalt not add
thereto, and thou shalt not diminish there-

from.''

2 T[ If there arise in the midst of thee a

prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and he giv-

eth thee a sign or a token,

3 And the sign or the token come to pass,

whereof he spoke unto thee, saying. Let us go
after other gods, which thou dost not- know,
and let us serve them:

4 Then shalt thou not hearken unto the

words of that prophet, or unto that dreamer
of dreams; for the Lord your God proveth

you, to know whether ye indeed love" the

Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul.

5 After the Lord your God shall ye walk,

and him shall ye feai", and his commandments
shall ye keep, and his voice shall ye obey,

and him shall ye serve, and unto him shall

ye cleave.

6 And that prophet, or that dreamer of

dreams, shall be put to death; because he
hath spoken revolt against the Lord your
God, who hath brought you out of the land

' Inasmuch as the worship of the heathens presented .so

many abominations, the Israelites are here prohibited

from copying any of their customs in this respect; only

that which (lod commanded could be lawfully considered

Divine worship, and no addition, however elegant, could

be tolerated. The next verse, therefore, follows properly
a.i a farther exposition.

" The English version commences chap. xiii. at verse 2.
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of Egypt, and who hath redeemed you out of

the house of l)ond-men, to mislead thee from
the way which the Lord thy God commanded
thee to walk therein ; and thou shalt put the
CAal away from the midst of thee.

7 ^ If thy brother, the son of thy mother,
or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of

thy bosom, or thy friend, who is (dear to thee)

as thy own soul, should entice thee, in secret,

saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which
thou dost not know, either thou, or thy
fathers

;

8 Some of the gods of the nations which
are round about you, that are nigh unto thee,

or that are far off from thee, from one end of

the earth even unto the other end of the

earth

:

9 Then shalt thou not consent unto him,

nor shalt thou hearken unto him ; nor shall

thy eye look with pity on him, nor shalt thou

spare, nor shalt thou conceal it for him

;

10 But thou shalt surely kill him ; thy hand
shall be the first upon him to put him to death,

and the hand of all the people afterward.

11 And thou shalt stone him with stones,

that he die; because he sought to mislead

thee from the Lord thy God, who hath brought

thee out of the land of Eg}pt, from the house

of bond-men.
12 And all Israel shall hear it, and they

shall be afraid, and they shall not do any
more such a wicked deed as this is in the

midst of thee.

13 ][ If thou shouldest hear concerning one

of thy cities, which the Lord thy God hath

given thee to dwell there, sa}'ing,

14 There have gone forth men, children of

worthlessness,** from the midst of thee, and
have misled the inhabitants of their city, say-

ing; Let us go and serve other gods, which ye
have not known

:

15 Then shalt thou inquire, and make
search, and ask diligently ; and, behold, if it

is true, the thing is certain, such abomination

hath been wrought in the midst of thee

:

° The Divine legislation is the standard of truth ; conse-

quently no miracle, should such be wrought, can bo con-

sidered as an evidence of Divine mission, if it contradict

the law. The will of God is expressed in his revelation,

and he is no man, that he should change.
^ hty 'Sa " without yoke, who have thrown oiF the yoke

of Heaven."

—

Rashi. "Sons of Belial" has no mean-

ing.
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16 Then shalt thou smite the inhabitants

of that city with the edge of the sword, de-

voting it utterly, and all that is therein, and

the cattle thereof, to the edge of the sword.

17 And all its spoil shalt thou gather into

the midst of the market-place thereof, and

thou shalt bum with fire the city, and all its

spoil entirely, unto the Lord thy God; and it

shall be a ruinous heap for ever; it shall not

be built again.

18 And there shall not cleave to thy hand

aught of the devoted things; in order that the

Lord may turn from the fierceness of his

anger, and grant thee mercy, and have mercy

upon thee, and multiply thee, as he hath

sworn unto thy fathers

;

19 When thou wilt hearken to the voice

of the Lord thy God, to keep all his com-

mandments which I command thee this day,

to do what is right in the eyes of the Lord

thy God.*

CHAPTER XIV.

1 T[ Ye are the children of the Lord your

God : ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make

any baldness between your eyes for the

dead.

2 For a holy people art thou unto the

Lord thy God, and the Lord hath made

choice of thee to be unto himself a peculiar

nation above all the nations that are upon

the fiice of the earth.

3 ][ Thou shalt not eat any abominable

thing.

4 These are the beasts which ye may eat

:

the ox, the sheep, and the goat,

5 The hart, and the roebuck, and the fal-

low-deer, and the chamois, and the gazelle,

and the wild ox, and the antelope.

6 And every beast that hath parted hoofs,

and whose feet are cleft into two claws, and

cheweth the cud among the beasts—that

alone may ye eat.

7 Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of

those that chew the cud, and of those that

possess the divided cloven hoof: the camel.

and the hare, and the coney; for they chew

the cud, but divide not the hoof; unclean are

they unto you;

8 And the swine, because it divideth the

hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it is unclean

unto you ; of their flesh shall ye not eat, and

their dead carcass shall ye not touch.

9 T[
This may ye eat of all that is in the

waters : all that hath fins and scales may ye

eat;

10 And whatsoever hath not fms and

scales shall ye not eat; it is unclean unto

you.

11 Tl Every clean bird may ye eat.

12 But these are they which ye shall not

eat of them : the eagle, and the ossifrage, and

the osprey,

13 And the glede, and the kite, and the

vulture after his kind,

14 And every raven after his kind,

15 And the ostrich, and the night-hawk,

and the cuckoo, and the hawk after his kind,

16 The little owl, and the great owl, and

the swan,"

17 And the pelican, and the gier-eagle, and

the cormorant,

18 And the stork, and the heron after his

kind, and the lapwing, and the bat."

19 And every winged insect is unclean

unto you : it shall not be eaten.

20 All clean fowls may ye eat.

21 Ye shall not eat any thing that dieth

of itself: unto the stranger'' that is in thy

gates canst thou give it, that he may eat it;

or thou mayest sell it unto an alien ; for thou

art a holy people unto the Lord thy God;

thou shalt not seethe a kid in its mother's

milk.*

22 ^ Thou shalt truly tithe all the pro-

duce of thy seed, which the field bringeth

forth year by year.

23 And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy

God, in the place which he will choose to

cause his name to dwell there, the tithe of

thy corn, of thy wine, and of thy oil, and the

first-born of thy herds and of thy flocks ; in

* "The bat," according to Rashi and Mendelssohn. Al-

though this word has been left unchanged from the Eng-

lish version, it is not probable that the rendering "swan"

is correct; the word nnB'jn being also applied among the

creeping animals as synonymous with "mole," conse-

quently used here most probably to denote the flying

species, "the bat."

•> "The swallow."

—

Mendelssohn; who, singularly

enough, doubtless by an oversight in transcribing, renders

this word in Lev. xi. 19, with^^" Wicihhojif," English

"pewet" or "lapwing," "hoopoe."
' These things not being interdicted for their unhealthi-

ness, but because God chose to forbid them to Israel,

they may be eaten by others, if they will.
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order that thou may learn to fear the Lord

thy God all the days.

24 And if the way be too long for thee, so

that thou art not able to carry it; because

the place is too far from thee, which the

Lord thy God will choose to set his name
there, because the Lord thy God will bless

thee

:

25 Then shalt thou turn it into money,
and bind up the money in thy hand, and

thou shalt go unto the place which the Lord
thy God will choose;

2G And thou shalt lay out that money for

whatsoever thy soul longeth after, for oxen,

or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink,

or for whatsoever thy soul asketh of thee;

and thou shalt eat it there before the Lord
thy God. and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thy

household.

27 And the Levite, who is within thy

gates, him shalt thou not forsake; for he

hath no portion nor inheritance with thee.

28 ][ At the end of three years shalt thou

bring forth" all the tithe of thy produce in

the. same year, and thou shalt lay it down
within thy gates:

29 And then shall come the Levite, be-

cause he hath no portion nor inheritance with

thee, with the stranger, and the fatherless,

and the widow, that are within thy gates,

and they shall eat and be satisfied ; in order

that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all

the work of thy hand which thou doest.*

CHAPTER XV.

1 ^f At the end of (every) seven years

shalt thou make a release.

2 And this is the manner of the release:

Every creditor shall relea.se the loan Avhich

he hath lent to his neighbour; he shall not

exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother;

becau.se the release year in honour of the

IjORD hath been proclaimed.

8 Of a foreigner thou ma>est exact (pay-

ment) ; but that which is thine with thy

l)rother shall thy hand release.

4 Although'' indeed there .should l)e no

needy man among thee; for the Lord will

greatly bless thee in the land which the Lord

* t. c. Out of the hou.sc. Every third je.ir the tithe

which at other times was eateu at Jerusalem, was reserved

for the poor in all cities.

2.30

thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to

po.s.sess it:

5 Yet only if thou wilt carefully hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to ob-

serve to do all this commandment which I

command thee this day.

G For the Lord thy God blesseth thee, as

he hath spoken unto thee; and thou shalt

lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not

borrow; and thou shalt rule over many na-

tions, but over thee shall they not rule.

7 ^ If there be among thee a needy man
of one of thy brethren within any of thy
gates in thy land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee : thou shalt not harden thy heart,

nor shut thy hand from thy needy brother.

8 But thou shalt open wide thy hand unto
him, and thou shalt surely lend him sufficient

for his need, which his want requireth.

9 Beware that there be not a wicked
thought in thy heart, saying. The seventh

year, the year of release, is at hand ; and thy
eye be thus evil against thy needy l)rother, so

that thou wouldest give him nought; and if

he cry concerning thee unto the Lord, it will

be sin in thee;

10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thy
heart shall not be grieved when thou givest

unto him ; for because of this thing the Lord
thy God will bless thee in all thy work, and
in all the acquisition of thy hand.

11 For the needy will not cease out of the

land; therefore do I command thee, saying.

Thou shalt open wide thy hand unto thy

brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in

thy land.

12 T[ If thy brother, the Hebrew, or a He-
brew woman, be sold unto thee, he shall serve

thee six years ; and in the seventh year shalt

thou let him go free from thee.

13 And when thou lettest him go out free

from thee, thou shalt not let him go away
empty

:

14 Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of

thy flocks, and out of thy threshing-floor, and
out of thy wine-prcss; wherewith the Lord
thy God hath blessed thee, that shalt thou

give unto him.

15 And thou shalt remember that thou

* This verse has been rendered according to Mendels-

sohn; but it evidently means that the poor should be very

few ; hence to relieve them will be no difficult duty.
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hast been a bond-man in the land of Egypt,

and that the Lord thy God hath redeemed

thee ; therefore do I command thee this thing

to-day.

16 And it shall be, if he say unto thee, I

will not go away from thee ; because he loveth

thee and thy house, because he is well with

thee

:

17 Then shalt thou take an awl, and

thrust it through his ear unto the door, and

he shall be unto thee a servant for ever;'' and

also unto thy maid-servant shalt thou do like-

wise.

18 It shall not seem hard unto thee, when
thou sendest him away free from thee, that

for double the wages of a hired labourer hath

he served thee six years; and the Lord thy

God will bless thee in all that thou doest.'''

19 ^ All the firstrborn males that come of

thy herds and of thy flocks shalt thou sanctify

unto the Lord thy God; thou shalt do no
work with the first-born of thy bullock, and
not shear the first-born of thy sheep.

20 Before the Lord thy God shalt thou

eat it year by year, in the place Avhich the

Lord will choose, thou with thy household.

21 And if there be any blemish thereon,

if it be lame, or blind, or have any (other) ill

blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the

Lord thy God.

22 Within thy gates shalt thou eat it;

the unclean and the clean together, as the

roebuck, and as the hart.

23 Only the blood thereof shalt thou not

eat ; upon the ground shalt thou pour it out

as water.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 ^ Observe the month of Abib,** and pre-

pare the passover-sacrifice unto the Lord thy
God ; for in the month of Abib did the Lord
thy God bring thee forth out of Egypt by
night.

2 And thou shalt sacrifice the passover-
offering unto the Lord thy God of sheep and
oxen, in the place which the Lord will choose
to let his name dwell there.

3 Thou shalt not eat therewith any leaven-
ed bread; seven da3's shalt thou eat there-

with unleavened bread, the bread of affliction

;

' i. e. Till the jubilee, when all servitude terminates.
' I. e. The ripening of the grain.

for in haste didst thou go forth out of the

land of Egypt; in order that thou mayest I'e-

member the day of thy going forth out of the

land of Egypt all the days of thy life.

4 And there shall not be seen with thee

any leaven in all thy borders seven days;

neither .shall there any of the flesh, which
thou sacrificedst in the evening, on the first

day, remain all night until the morning.

5 Thou mayest not slay the passover with
in any of thy gates, which the Lord thy God
giveth thee;

G But at the place which the Lord thy

God will choose to let his name dwell in,

there shalt thou slay the passover at even-

ing, at the going down of the sun, at the

season that thou camest forth out of Egypt.

7 And thou shalt roast" and eat it in the

place which the Lord thy God M'ill choose;

and thou shalt turn in the morning, and go

unto thy tents.

8 Six days shalt thou eat unleavened

bread; and on the seventh day shall be a

solemn assembly to the Lord thy God : thou

shalt do no work.
9 ^ Seven weeks shalt thou number unto

thyself: fi-om the time thou beginnest to put

the sickle to the corn, shalt thou begin to

number .seven weeks.

10 And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks
unto the Lord thy God with a tribute of a

freewill-offering of thy hand, which thou shalt

give; according as the Lord thy God shall

have blessed thee.

11 And thou shalt rejoice bcfox'e the Lord
thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daugh-

ter, and thy man-servant, and thy maid-ser-

vant, and the Levite that is within thy gates,

and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the

widow, that are in the midst of thee, in the

place which the Lord thy God will choose to

let his name dwell there.

12 And thou shalt remember that thou

hast been a bond-man in Egypt; and thou

shalt observe and do these statutes.*

13 T[ The feast of taternacles shalt thou

hold for thyself seven days, when thou hast

gathered in the produce of thy threshing-

floor and of thy wine-press

:

14 And thou shalt rejoice on thy feast,

Heb. "Boil;" but the preparation of the passover was

by roasting
281
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thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy

man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and the

Levite, and tlic stranger, and the fatherless,

and the widow, that arc within thy gates.

15 Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn

feast unto the Lord thy God in the place

Avhich the Lord will choose; because the

Lord thy God will bless thee in all thy pi'o-

duct, and in all the work of thy hands, and
thou shalt onl}' rejoice.

10 Three times in the year shall every one
of thy males appear before the Lord thy God
in the place which he will choose: on the

feast of unleavened bread, and on the feast of

weeks, and on the feast of tabernacles; and
no one shall appear before the Lord empty;

17 Every man according to what his hand
can give, according to the blessing of the Lord
thy God which he hath given thee.

Ilaphtorah in Isaiah liv. 11 to Iv. 5.

SECTION XLVIII. SHOPHETIM, D'OSC*.

18 ^ Judges and officers shalt thou appoint

unto tiiyself in all thy gates, which the Lord
thy God givetli thee, throughout thy tribes

:

and they shall judge the people with a just

judgment.
I'J Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou

shalt not respect persons, and thou shalt not
take a bribe; for the bribe blindeth the eyes
of the wise, and perverteth the words of the

righteous.

20 Justice, only justice shalt thou pursue;
in order that thou mayest live, and retain

possession of the land which the Lord th}-

God giveth thee.

21 ^ Thou shalt not plant unto thj'self a

grove, any tree, near the altar of the Lord
thy God, which thou shalt make unto thy-

self.

22 Neither shalt thou set thee up any
statue," which the Lord thy God hateth.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the Lord
thy God any bullock, or lamb, whereon there

• Lit. " Monument," or " standing stone." Single
stones were erected by heathens for altars to idols, and
some idols even were represented by rude unsculptured
blocks; hence the prohibition of them, and of all figures

or statues put up aa monuments.
232

is a blemish, any thing evil ; for it is an abo-

mination unto the Lord thy God.
2 ^ If there be found in the midst of thee,

within any one of thy gates, which the Lord
thy God giveth thee, a man or a woman, that

doth the wickedness in the eyes of the Lord
thy God, to transgress his covenant,

3 And he hath gone and served other gods,

and worshipped them, either the sun, or the

moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I

have prohibited;

4 And it be told thee, and thou hearest of

it: then shalt thou inquire diligently; and,

behold, if it is true, the thing is certain, such

abomination hath been wrought in Israel

:

5 Then shalt thou bring forth that man or

that woman, who have committed this wick-

ed thing, unto thy gates, the man or the

woman, and thou shalt stone them with

stones till they die.

6 Upon the evidence*" of two witnesses, or

of three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of

death be put to death ; he shall not te put to

death upon the evidence of one witness.

7 The haiid of the witnesses shall be first

upon him to put him to death, and the hand
of all the people at the last; and thou shalt

put the e^il away from the midst of thee.

8 ^ If a matter be unknown' to thee for

decision, between blood and blood, between
plea and plea, and between bodily injury and
injury, (or) matters of controversy within thy

gates: then shalt thou arise, and get thee up
unto the place which the Lord thy God will

choose

;

9 And thou shalt come unto the priests,

the Levites, and unto the judge that may be in

those days, and thou shalt inquire, and they

shall inform thee of the sentence of the case

:

10 And thou shalt do according to the .sen-

tence, which they may tell thee from that

place which the Lord will choose, and thou

shalt oljserve to do according to all that they

may instruct thee;

11 In accordance with the instruction

which they may instruct thee, and according

to the decision which they may sav unto thee,

shalt thou do : thou shalt not depart from the

" Heb. " Mouth," or that spoken by the mouth ; here,

"evidence."
" nSd' from nSs "a wonder;" hence "extraordinary,"

"too difficult," or "unknown." The last word has been

selected as best comprising all the shades of meaning.
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sentence which they may tell thee, to the

right, or to the left.

12 And the man that will act presump-
tuously, so as not to hearken unto the priest

that standeth to minister there before the

Lord thy God, or unto the judge, even that

man shall die; and thou shalt put away the

evil from Israel.

13 And all the people shall hear, and be

afraid, and not act presumptuously any more.*

14 •[[ When thou art come unto the land

which the Lord thy God giveth thee, and
thou hast taken possession of it, and dwellest

therein, and thou sayest, I wish to set a king

over me, like all the nations that are round
about me

:

15 Then maj^est thou indeed set a king

over thee, the one whom the Lord thy God
will choose; (but) from the midst of thy
brethren shalt thou set a king over thee;

thou ma^est not set over thee a stranger, who
is not thy brother.

IG Only he shall not acquire for himself

many horses, so that he may not cause the

people to return to Egypt," in order to acquire

many horses; whereas the Lord hath said

unto you. Ye shall henceforth not return on
that way any more.

17 Neither shall he take to himself many
wives, that his heart may not turn away ; nor
shall he acquire for himself too much silver

and gold.

18 And it shall be, when*" he sitteth upon
the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write

for himself a copy of this law in a book out
of (that which is) before the priests, the Le-
vites

;

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall

read therein all the days of his Ufe; in order

that he may learn to fear the Lord his God,
to keep all the words of this law and these
statutes, to do them.

20 So that his heart be not lifted up above
his brethren, and so that he turn not aside

from the commandment, to the right, or to

" Egypt being the country which produced the best
horses.

^ "At the commencement of his reign."

—

Aben Ezra.
" Tradition fixes a sixtieth portion, and with a posses-

sion of not less than five sheep.
'' This version of the English Bible is nearly in accord-

ance with Aben Ezra. Mendelssohn renders, " Besides his

income of his property at home which he may sell." Am-
heim, however, refers this part of the verse back to verse

2E

the left: in order that he may live many
days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in

the midst of Israel.*

CHAPTER XVIII

1 ^ The priests, the Levites, and all the
tribe of Levi, shall have no portion nor in-

heritance with Israel ; the fire-oflferings of the
Lord, and his inheritance shall they consume.

2 But any inheritance shall he not have
among his brethren; the Lord is his inherit/-

ance, as he hath spoken unto him.
3 Tl And this shall be the priests' due from

the people, from them that slay an animal,

whether it be ox or lamb: then shall each
one give unto the priest the shoulder, and the
two cheeks, and the maw.

4 The first-fruit of thy corn, of thy wine,
and of thy oil, and the first shearing" of thy
sheep, shalt thou give him.

5 For him the Lord thy God hath chosen
out of all thy tribes, to stand to minister in

the name of the Lord, he and his sons all the
days.*

6 ^ And if the Levite come from any one
of thy gates out of all Israel, where heso-
joumeth, and come with all the longing of

his soul unto the place which the Lord will

choose

:

7 Then can he minister in the name of the
Lord his God, like all his brethreii the Le-

vites, who stand there before the Lord.

8 They shall have like portions to eat, be-

sides that which cometh of the sale"* of his

patrimony.

9 ][ When thou comest into the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not
learn to do after the abominations of those

nations.

10 There shall not be found among thee
any one who causeth his son or his daughter
to pass through the fire, one who useth divi-

nation, one who is an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or a conjurer,

11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with fa-

1 :—The priests, the Levites, &c., shall have no property,

"except the assigned portions (see Lev. xsv. 34) which

shall remain in the family divisions;" taking ijo-d in the

light of "assigned portion," and nuxn as noxn 'n3

"family divisions," and understanding vrr before Si'.

Compare with Num. xxxvi. 12. This construction is in-

genious, but certainly too improbable. Rashi refers this

section to the priests, who are also called Levites, as they

are the only ones entitled to take part in the sacrifices.
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miliar spirits, or a wizard, or who inquireth

of the dead.

12 Fur an ahomination unto the Lord are

all that do those things; and on account of

these abominations the Lord thy God doth

drive them out from before thee.

13 Perfect shalt thou be with the Lord

thy God.*

14 For these nations, which thou art about

to dispossess, hearken unto observers of times,

and unto diviners; but as for thee, the Lord

thy God hath not assigned the like unto thee.

15 A prophet from the midst of thee, of

thy lirethren, like unto me, will the Lord thy

God raise up unto thee; unto him shall ye

hearkeu

;

16 According to all that thou didst desire

of the Lord thy God at Horeb on the day of

the assembly, saying, I wish no more to hear

the voice of the Lord my God, and this great

fire I Avish not to see again, that I die not.

17 And the Lord said unto me, They have

done well in what they have spoken.

18 A prophet will I raise up unto them
from among their brethren, like unto thee;

and I will put my words in his mouth ; and

he shall speak mito them all that I may com-

mand him.

19 And it shall come to pass, that if there

be a man who will not hearken unto my
words which he shall speak in my name, I

myself will require it of him.

20 But the prophet, who may presume to

speak a word in my name, which I have not

commanded him to speak, or who may speak

in the name of other gods—even that prophet

shall die.

21 And if thou shouldest say in thy heart,

How shall we know the word which the Lord

hath not spoken ?

22 That wliich the prophet speaketh in

the name of the Lord, and the thing do not

ha])pen and cijuie not to pas.s—this is the word

wliicli the Loud hath not spoken; in pre-

sumption hath the jirophet spoken it; thou

shalt not be afraid of him.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 T[ When the Lord thy God shall have

cut off the nations, whose land the Lord thy

God giveth thee, and thou hast driven them
out, and dwellest in their oities, and in their

houses

:

J.t4

2 Then shalt thou set apart three cities for

thyself in the midst of thy land, which the

Lord thy God giveth thee to possess it.

3 Thou shalt put in order* for thyself the

(way to them,) and divide into three parts the

territory of thy land, which the Lord thy God
will give thee to inherit, and it shall serve,

that every man-slayer may flee thither.

4 And this is the case of the man-slayer,

who shall flee thither, that he may live:

Whoso smitcth his neighbour without know-
ledge, when he hath not been an enemy to

him in time past;

5 And he that goeth into the forest with

his neighbour to hew wood, and his hand
fetcheth a stroke with the axe to cut down
the tree, and the iron slippeth from the helve,

and striketh his neighbour, that he die : this

one shall flee unto one of these cities, and
live

;

6 That the avenger of the blood pursue not

the man-slayer, while his heart is hot, and

overtake him, because the way is long, and

smite him dead; whereas he de.serveth not a

judgment of death, inasmuch as he was not

an enemy to him in time past.

7 Therefore do I command thee, saying,

Three cities shalt thou set apart for thyself.

8 And if the Lord thy God enlarge thy

boundary, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers,

and give thee all the land which he hath

spoken to give unto thy fathers

;

9 Because thou dost keep all this com-

mandment to do it, which I command thee

this day, to love the Lord thy God, and to

walk in his ways all the days : then shalt thou

add for thyself three cities more, unto these

three

;

10 That innocent blood te not shed in the

midst of thy land, which the Lord thy God
giveth thee for an inheritance, and blood-

guiltiness be brought upon thee.

11 ^ But if any man be an enemy to his

neighbour, and he lie in wait for him, and
rise up against him. and smite him mortally so

that he die, and ho floo unto one of those cities

:

12 Then shall the elders of his city send

and fetch him thence, and they shall deliver

him into the hand of the avenger of the

blood, that he may die.

• The road was to be made level, and guide-posts put

up, so that the murderer might not be detained needlessly.
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13 Thy eyes shall not look with pity on

him ; but thou shalt put away the (shedding

of) innocent blood from Israel, that it may
go well with thee.'''

14 ]f Thou shalt not remove the landmark
of thy neighbour, which they of old time have

set, in thy inheritance which thou shalt in-

herit, in the laud that the Lord thy God giv-

eth thee to possess it.

15 ^[ There shall not rise up one single

witness against a man for any iniquity, or for

any sin, in any sin that he sinneth : upon the

evidence of two witnesses, or upon the evi-

dence of three witnesses, must a case be es-

tablished.

16 If a witness of violence rise up against

any man to testify against him for any
wrong

:

17 Then shall both the men, who have the

controversy, stand before the Lord, before

the priests and the judges, who shall be in

those days;

18 And the judges shall inquire diligently;

and, behold, if the witness be a false witness,

he hath testified a falsehood against his bro-

ther :

19 Then shall ye do unto him, as he had
purposed to do unto his brother; and thou
shalt put away the e\al from the midst of

thee.

20 And those who remain shall hear, and
be afraid, and shall henceforth commit no
more any such evil thing in the midst of thee.

21 And thy eye shall have no pity: but

life (shall go) for life, eye for eye, tooth for

tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

CHAPTER XX.
1 ^ When thou goest out to battle against

thy enemies, and thou seest horse, and chariot,

people more in number than thou, be not

afraid of them ; for the Lord thy God is with
thee, who brought thee up out of the land of

Egypt.

2 And it shall be, when ye come nigh unto
the battle, that the priest shall approach and
speak unto the people;

3 And he shall say unto them, Hear,

* t. e. Inhabiting it for the first time ; the first use of a

thing is called " consecration." No doubt, however, that

religious ceremonies were not omitted on such occasions,

as we owe to it the thirtieth Psalm of David.
^ At the fourth year from the planting.

Israel, ye come nigh this day unto the battle

against your enemies : let not your heart be

faint, fear not, and be not downcast, and do

not tremble because of them

;

4 For the Lord your God it is who goeth

with you, to light for you against your ene-

mies, to help you.

5 And the officers shall speak unto the

people, saying. What man is there who hath
built a new house, and hath not dedicated"

it? let him go and return unto his house,

lest he die in the battle, and another man
dedicate it.

6 And what man is there who hath planted

a vineyard, and hath not redeemed'' it? let

him go and return unto his house, lest he die

in the battle, and another man redeem it.

7 And what man is there that hath be-

trothed a wife, and hath not taken her ? let him
go and return unto his house, lest he die in

the battle, and another man take her.

8 And the officers shall speak yet further

unto the jjeople, and they shall say. What
man is there that is fearful and faint-hearted ?

let him go and return unto his house, that the

heart of his brethren become not as faint as

his heart.

9 And it shall be, when the officers have
made an end of speaking unto the people,

that they shall aj^point captains of the ai-mies

at the head of the people.'^'''

10 ^ When thou comest nigh unto a city

to make war against it, then summon it with
words of peace.

11 And it shall be, if it make thee an an-

swer of peace, and open (its gates) unto thee

:

then shall it be, that all the people that are

found therein shall be tributaries unto thee,

and they shall serve thee.

12 But if it will not make peace with thee,

and wageth war against thee, then thou shalt

besiege it;

13 And when the Lord thy God hath de-

livered it into thy hands, thou slialt^ smite

every male thereof with the edge of the

sword

;

14 But the women, and the little ones, and
the cattle, and all that may be in the city, all

° Mendelssohn renders this, "Then shall some chiefs

commence the mustering at the head of the people."
* It would appear from the general idea, that " shalt"

is not a command, but a mere permission, yet prohibiting

the molestation of the women and children.
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the spoil thereof, shalt thou take as booty

unto thyself; and thou shalt enjoy the spoil

of thy enoniies, Avhich the Lord thy God hath

given thee.

15 Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities

which are very far off from thee, which are

not of the cities of these nations.

10 But of the cities of these people, which
the LoKD thy God doth give thee for an in-

heritance, shalt thou not let live a single soul.

17 But thou shalt utterly devote them;
namely, the Hittites, and the Emorites, the

Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites,

and the Jebusites ; as the Lord thy God hath
commanded thee;

18 In order that they may not teach you
to do in accordance Avith all their abominar
tions, which they have done unto their gods;

and ye would thus sin against the Lord your
God.

19 ^ When thou besiegest a city a long

time, to make war against it to capture it,

thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by
forcing an axe against them ; for of them thou
maycst eat, and thou shalt not cut them
down, (for man liveth of the trees' of the

field,) to employ them in thy siege

;

20 Only those trees of which thou knowest
that they are not fruit-trees, thou maj-est de-

stroy and cut down ; and (thus) thou canst

build Ijulwarks against the city that wageth
war with thee, until it be subdued.

CHAPTER XXI.
1 ^ If there be found a slain person in the

land which the Lord thy God givetli thee to

possess it, lying in the field, (and) it be not
known who hath slain him :

2 Then shall thy elders and thy judges go
forth, and they shall measure unto the cities

which are round about the one that is slain.

3 And it sliall l)e, tliat the city which is

the nearest unto the slain person, even the
ciders of tliat city shall take a heifer, which
hath not been wrought with, which hath not
drawn in a yoke;

' Onkolos, Ra,shi, and Mendelssohn render, "Is then the

tree of the fieUl like man, that thou shouldst put it in a
Htatc of siege?" And K.i.shi add.s, " Why wouldst thou
destroy it?" The English version ha.s been followed in

our text, and it agrees with Abcn Ezra, Aruhcim, and the
commentator to .Mendelssohn's translation. The l.xst

cluu.se may read: "to put (the city) in siego before thee."

4 And the elders of that city shall bring
down the heifer unto a rough'' valley, which
is neither tilled nor sown, and they shall

break there the neck of the heifer in the valley

;

5 And the priests the sons of Levi sliall

come near ; for them the Lord thy God hath
chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in

the name of the Lord; and after their deci.'^ion

shall be done (at) every controversy and
every injury;

G And all the elders of that city who are

nearest unto the slain person shall wash their

hands over the heifer, the neck of which is

broken in the valley;*

7 And they shall commence and say, Our
handshave not shed this blood, and our eyes
have not seen it.

8 Grant pardon unto th^- people Israel,

whom thou hast redeemed, Lord, and lay
not innocent blood m the midst of thy people
Israel; and the blood shall be forgiven unto
them.

9 And thou .shalt put away the (guilt of)

innocent blood" from the midst of thee, when
thou wilt do what is right in the eyes of the
Lord.

Ilaphtor.ah in Isaiah li. 12 to Hi. 12.

SECTION XLIX. KI TETZAY, NVn 'D.

10 ^ When thou goest forth to war against

thy enemies, and the Lord thy God deliAcreth

them into thy hands, and thou takest captives

of them

;

11 And thou seest among the captives a
woman of handsome form, and hast a desire

unto her, that thou Avouldest take her to thee
for wife

:

12 Then shalt thou bring her home to thy
house; and she shall shave her head, and let

grow'' her nails

;

13 And she shall put oft" the raiment of
her captivity from her, and she .shall remain
in thy house, and weep for her iatlier and
her mother a full month ; and after that thou

^ Philippson, after Rambam, " rapid stream," which
does not dry up in the summer, and the bed of which can
therefore never be ploughed.

° "If the munlerer be caught after this and convicted,

he is to die, notwithstanding this ceremony."

—

Ketubotb,
fol. 37.

^ Others, " sh.ill cut off."
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mayest go in unto her, and be her husband,

that she may become thy wife.

14 And it shall be, if thou have no delight

in her, then shalt thou let her go whither she

will ; but thou shalt noAvise sell her for money

;

thou shalt not make a servant of her, because

thou hast humbled her.

15 T[ If a man have two wives, one beloved,

and the other hated, and they bear him chil-

dren, both the beloved and the hated ; so that

the first-born son be hers that is hated

:

16 Then shall it be, when he divideth as

inheritance among his sons what he hath,

that he shall not institute the son of the be-

loved as the first-born before* the son of the

hated, the first-bom;

17 But the first-born, the son of the hated

woman, shall he acknowledge, to give him a

double portion of all that is found in his pos-

session ; for he is the beginning of his strength

;

to him belongeth the right of the first birth.

18 ^ If a man have a stubborn and rebel-

lious son, who hearkeneth not to the voice of

his father, or the voice of his mother, and
they chastise him, and he will not hearken
unto them:

19 Then shall his father and his mother lay

hold on him, and bring him out unto the eld-

ers of his city, and unto the gate of his place

;

20 And they shall say unto the elders of

his city. This our son is stubborn and rebel-

lious, he Avill not hearken to our voice ; he is

a glutton, and a drunkard.
21 And all the men of his city shall stone

him with stones, that he die; and thou shalt

put away the evil from the midst of thee ; and
all Israel shall hear, and be afraid.*

22 ^ And if a man have committed a sin

for which there is a punishment of death, and
he be to be put to death, and thou hang him
on a tree

:

23 Then shall his body not remain all night
on the tree, but thou shalt surely bury him on
that day; (for he that is hanged is a dishonour
of God;) and thou shalt not defile thy land,
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ^ Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox or

* "In the lifetime of," &c.—Arnheim.
' Since such a practice might easily lead to lewdness,

and thus demoralize the people.

his lamb go astray, and withdraw thyself

from them : thou shalt surely bring them back
again unto thy brother.

2 But if thy brother be not nigh ,unto thee,

or thou know him not, then shalt thou take

it unto thy own house, and it shall remain
with thee until thy brother inquire after it,

and then shalt thou restore it to him.

3 In like manner shalt thou do. with his

ass; and in like manner shalt thou do with
his raiment; and in like manner shalt thou
do with every lost thing of thy brother'-s, which
may have been lost to him, and which thou
hast found; thou art not at hberty to with-

draw thyself. »"'•'-"•

4 ^ Thou shalt not see thy brothers' ass

or his ox fallen down by the way, and with-

draw thyself from them; thou shalt sui'ely

help him to lift them up again.

5 ^ A woman shall not have upon her the

apparel of a man, and a man shall not put on
a woman's garment; for an abomination unto
the Lord thy God are all who do this.^

6 ^ If a bird's nest chance to be before

thee in the way, on any tree, or on the

ground, with young ones, or with eggs, and
the mother be sitting upon the young, or uj^on

the eggs : thou shalt not take the mother with
the young;

7 But thou shalt surely let the mother go,

and the young thou mayest take to thyself;

in order that it may be well with thee, and
that thou mayest live many days.*

8 ^ When thou bulkiest a new house, thou
shalt make a battlement for thy roof; that

thou bring not blood upon thy house, if any
one were to fall from there."

9 Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with
divers seeds; that the ripe fruit of thy seed

which thou hast sown, and the fruit of the

vineyard, be not defiled.

10 ^ Thou shalt not plough with an ox
and an ass together.

11 Thou shalt not wear a garment of

divers sorts, of woollen and linen together.

12 ^ Thou shalt make thyself fi'inges upon
the four corners of thy vesture, wherewith
thou coverest thyself.

13 ][ If any man take a wife, and go in

unto her, and hate her.

" We are here prohibited from being the cause through
want of foresight, or culpable neglect, that any injury

whatever should happen to our fellow-men.
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14 And he lav an accnsadon against her.

and ^read abroad an evil name upon her.

and say. This iroman I took (fer infe. i and

when i came near to ho*, I fi>and no t(^aic

of vireinity in her:

15 Then shall the father of the damseL
and ho' mother, take and tsing fi>rth the

tokois of the damseFs virguutr mito the

elders o( the city, to the gate.

16 ** And the&therofthedam^diallsay
nnto the elders. My dan^to- I gave unto

this man f(H- wife; hot be hath ooooeived

hatred toward her;

17 And. kx he hadi laid an aocosation

'

(against her), sa^-ing. I have fi>and no tc^ens

of virginity in thy danghter; and yet these

are the t^ens of my dao^bters virginity;

and they dball spread the doth hefi»e the

dders of the city.

IS And the elders <^ that city diall take

that man and chastise him:
19 And they diall amerce him in a him-

'

dred dli^ds <^ ^ver. and give them nnto the

father of the damsel; becaose he hath spread

abroad an evil name ufoa a virgin <^ Israel;

and she shall remain his wife; he shall not

be at liberty to put her away all his days.

20 •" But if this thing was tme. theae have
not been £)und tokens (^ virginity in the

damsel:
21 Then diall they lead out the damsel to

the door erf* her father's house.* and the men
of her cky shaO stone her with stones that

she die; becanse the hath wroc^t a disgrace-

ful deed in laaeL to omimit incest in her

father's boose; and tfaoa shalt pot away the

evQ from the midst <rf'thee.
j

22 ** If a man be fbond lyii^ with a wo-

'

man married to a husband: thai shall both

of them die. the man that lieth with the wo-

man, and the woman; and thoa shall pot

!

away the evil from lamL
|

2S ^ If a damsel that is a Tirgin be be-

frothed unto a man. and a man find her in

the dty. and lie with her:

24 Then diall ye lead them both out onto

the gate of that dty. and je diall stone them
with stones that they die; the damtri, because

Ae cded not (for aid) in tbe dty; and the

*TW kaue wkick At kw
•hd W the MM of kr
Aioaal tcn«r «lWni, dnt Ae
Gti M^e^ W fnaemi liiilm

man. because he hath done vicJence to his

neighbour's wife; and thou dialt put away the

evil firom the midst of thee.

2-5 *' But if in the field the man should
find the betrothed H«»im»>1^ and the man take
hold of her by ferce, and lie with her: then
shall the man that lay with her die akne;

26 But unto the damsel shalt thoa not do
any thing; there is in the damsel no sin

worthy of death; £»' as when a man iiseth

against his neighbour, and striketh him dead,

even so is this matter;

27 For in the field did he find her; had
the betrothed damsel even cried.^ xhere would
have been none to aid her.

2S ** K a man find a damsel that is a vir-

gin, who is not betrothed, and lay fast bold
on her. and lie with her, and they be found:

29 Then shall the man who lieth with her
give unto the father <^ the damsel fifiy

shekels of slvear; and she shall beeome hiis

wife:, becanse be hath done violenoe to her,

he shall not be at liberty to put her away aU
his days.

CHAPTER yyrn
1' •" A man shall not take his father's wife.

and he shall not uncover his father's skirt.

2 *~ He that is wounded in the testidfa, <»-

hath his privy member cut, shall not enter

into the coi^regatiom of the IxmD.

3 *~ One bom from pxohibited oonnectians

shall not enter into the coagrpgation of the

LosD; even the tenth generation of him shall

not enter into the oon^regatkn of tbe Lobd.

4 ** An 'Ammonite uad m Moatate shaD
not eaaier into the congregatian of the Lobd;
even the tenth genetatian of diem AaU. not

enter into the congregation oi the Lobd, for

ever;

5 For the reason, that they met you not

with bread and with water en the way, when
ye came forth out (^ Egypt; and becaose be*

hired against thee KTam the son of Beor <^
Pethor in Mesopotamia, to txaee thee.

6 But tbe Lobd thy God wooid not hearken
unto KTam ; and the Lobd thy God dunged
unto thee the curse into a M"—""c becanse

the Lc«D thv God krved thee.

> Otben:^Tl>ebco(Kked
«£ wmt to ad her."

'TkeiamgttlUA.

£dajMt,WtAae
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7 Thou shalt not seek their peace and
their welfai'e all thy days, for ever.*

8 ^ Thou shalt not abhor" an Edomite;
for he is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor
an Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger

in his land.

9 The children that are born unto them in

the third generation, may enter of them
into the congregation of the Lord.

10 ^ When thou goest forth into camp
against thy enemies, then keep thyself from
evei'y evil thmg.

11 If there be among thee any man, that

is not clean by reason of an occurrence by
night, then shall he go abroad to without the

camp, he shall not come withm the camp;
12 But it shall be, that toward evening

he shall bathe himself in water; and when
the sun goeth down, he may come into the

midst of the camp.
13 And a place shalt thou have without

the camp, whither thou shalt go forth abroad

:

14 And a spade shalt thou have with thy
weapons; and it shall be, when thou sittest

abroad, that thou shalt dig thei'ewith, and shalt

afterward cover that which cometh from thee;

15 For the Lord thy God walketh in the

midst of thy camp, to deliver thee and to

give up thy enemies befoi'e thee; therefore

shall thy camp be holy; that he see no un-

seemly thing in thee, and turn away from
thee.

IG *[[ Thou shalt not deliver unto his mas-
ter the servant who may escape unto thee

from his master;

17 With thee shall he dwell, in the midst
of thee, in the place which he may choose in

any one of thy gates, where it seemeth best

to him; thou shalt not oppress him.
18 ^ There shall not be a prostitute of the

daughters of Israel, and there shall not be a
sodomite of the sons of Israel.

19 Thou shalt not bring the hire of a har-

lot, or the price of a dog, into the house of
the Lord thy God for any vow ; for both of

these are equally an abomination unto the
Lord thy God.

* That is, we are not to refuse admission to the third
generation of the Edomite and Egyptian prosel3'te from
intermarrying with descendants of Israel; as a probation
of this length of time shall qualify them for a commixing
with the chosen people.

'' Tlie connection of this passage has been given after

20 ^ Thou shalt not take interest from
thy brother, interest of money, interest of

victuals, interest of any thing that is lent upon
interest

:

21 From an alien thou mayest take inte-

rest; but from thy bi'other thou shalt not take

interest; in order that the Lord tliy God may
bless thee in all that thou settest thy hand to,

in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

22 ^ When thou makest a vow unto the

Lord thy God, thou shalt not delay to pay it

;

for the Lord thy God will surely require it of

thee ; and it would be sin in thee.

2.3 But if thou forbear to vow, it shall be

no sin in thee.

24 What is gone out of thy lips shalt thou

keep and perform, as thou hast vowed unto
the Lord thy God voluntarily, as thou hast

sjioken with thy mouth.*
25 ^ When thou comest into thy neigh-

bour's vineyard, thou mayest eat grapes at

thy own pleasure, till thou have enough; but
into thy vessel shalt thou not put any.

26 ^ When thou comest into the standing

corn of thy neighboui", thou mayest pluck

ears with thy hand; but a sickle shalt thou

not move over thy neighbour's standing corn.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 ^ When a man hath taken a wife, and

married her, and it come to pass, that if she

find no favour in his eyes, because he hath
found some scandalous thing in her, he may
write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in

her hand, and send her away out of his house

;

2 And she shall de^iart out of his house;

and if she go and become another man's wife

;

3 And the latter husband hate her, and
write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in

her hand, and send her away out of his house

;

or if the latter husband, who took her as his

wife, should die }

4 Then shall her former husband, who had
sent her away, not be at liberty to take her

again to be his wife, after she hath been de-

filed; for it is abomination before the Lord;

and thou shalt not bring sin upon the land,

Arnheim. Mendelssohn, however, who here terminates

the first portion of the sentence, makes the whole from

verse 1 a continued condition, thus: "And he write

a bill—give it—and if she depart—and go and be-

come—and the latter husband hate her, &c. : then

shall," &c.
S39
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wliicli the Lord thy God giveth thee for an

iiiherjtiince.*

5 % When a man hath taken a new wife, he

shall not go out to war, neither .shall he he

charjiod with any public business; he shall l)e

Iree ior his house one yeai", and shall cheer

u|) iiis wife whom lie hath taken.

G No man shall take to pledge the nether

or the upper mill-stone; for he taketh a man's

life to pledge.

7 ^1 If a man be found stealing any one of

his brethren of the children of Israel, and he

treateth" him as a slave, and selleth him : then

shall that thief die; and thou shalt put the

evil away from the midst of thee.

8 ^1 Take heed in the plague of leprosy, to

observe diligently, and to do according to all

that the priests, the Levites, may instruct

you ;'' as I have commanded them, so shall ye
observe to do.

9 Remember what the Loud thy God did

unto Miriam on the journey, at }our coming
forth out of Egypt.

10 ^ When thou dost lend thy brother any
thing as a loan, thou shalt not go into his

house to take his pledge.

11 In the street shalt thou stand, and the

man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out

unto thee the pledge into the street.

VI And if he be a poor man, thou shalt not

lie down with his pledge:

13 Thou shalt punctually deliver him the

pledge again when the sun goeth down, that

he may lie under his own cover," and bless

thee ; and unto thee shall it be as righteous-

ness before the Lord thy God.''=

• 14 T[ Thou .shalt not withhold the wages of

a hired man, of the poor and needy, (whether

he be) of thy brethren, or of thy strangers''

tlmt are in thy land within thy gates;

15 On the same day shalt thou give him
his wages, that the sun may not go down
npon it ; for he is poor, and his soul longeth""

for it; so that he may not cry against thee

unto the Lord, and it be sin in thee.'

10 ^ Fathers shall not be put to death for

the children, neither shall children be put

* " He is not guilty of death, unless ho have made him
labour a.s a slave."—IlAsni.

" If lie be even a king as 'Uzziah, they must not
lioniiur liini; but he must be looked up outjside the camp,
ami (hvfll solitarily, as the priests may instruot."—After
Kasiiuam.
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to death for the fathers : for his own sin shall

every man be put to death.

17 ^1 Thou shalt not pervert the cause of
the stranger, or of the fatherless; and thou
shalt not take in pledge the raiment of ii

widow;
18 But thou shalt rememlx'r that thou

wast a l)ond-man in Egypt, and that the Lord
thy God redeemed thee thence; therefore do
I connnand thee to do this thing.

19 ^1 When thou cuttest down thy harvest

in thy field, and forgettest a sheaf in the field,

thou shalt not go back to fetch it ; for the

stranger, for the latherless, and for the widow
shall it be; in onler that the Lord thy God
may bless thee in all the work of thy hands.

20 ^1 When thou beatest thy olive-tree,

thou shalt not go over the boughs again ; for

the stranger, lor the fatherless, and for the

widow shall it be.

21 When thou gatherest the grapes of thy

vineyard, thou shalt not glean the small fruit

afterward; for the stranger, for the fatherless,

and for the widow .shall it be.

22 And thou shalt rememl)er that thou

wast a bond-man in the land of Jigypt; there-

fore do I command thee to do this thing.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 ^ If there be a controver.sy between

men, and they come nigli inito a court of jus-

tice, and they judge them; and they justify

the righteous, and condemn the wicked

:

2 Then shall it be, if the guilty man de-

serve to be beaten, that the judge shall cause

him to lie down, and to be beaten before his

face, according to the degree of his fault, by a

(certain) number.
3 Forty stripes may he give him, not

more ; so that he shall not exceed to have him
beaten above these, with too many stripes,

and thy brother be thus rendered vile before

thy eyes.

4 Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he

thresheth out the com.
5 % If brothers dwell together, and one of

them die, and have no child: then shall the

° Hcb. " In his raiment."
* Lit. "Stranger."
• Ileb. "And to it he bcareth his soul."

' Those who are the weakest are the speeial favourites

of God, aud wc are therefore the more buuud to regard

their wantd.
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wife of the dead not be manied abroad, unto

a stranger; her husband's brother shall go in

unto her, and take her to himself for wife,

and poribrm the duty of a husband's brother

unto her.

And it shall be, that the first-born whom
she may bear shall succeed in the name of his

brother who is dead ; so that his name be not

blotted out of Israel.

7 And. if the man have no desire to take

his sister-in-law : then shall his sister-in-law go

up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My
husband's brother refuseth to raise up unto

his brother a name in Israel, he will not

perform on me the duty of a husband's bro-

ther.

8 Then shall the elders of his city call him,

and speak unto him ; and if he persist,* and
say, I have no desire to take her:

9 Then shall his sister-in-law come nigh

unto him in the presence of the elders, and
pull his shoe from off his foot, and spit out

before him, and shall commence and say.

Thus shall be done unto that man that will

not build up his brother's house.

10 And his name shall be called in Israel,

The house of the barefooted.''

11 ^ When men strive together one with
the other, and the wife of the one draweth
near to deliver her husband out of the hand
of him that smiteth him, and putteth forth

her hand, and taketh him by the secrets

:

12 Then shalt thou cut off her hand," thy
eye shall not have pity.

13 ^ Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers

weights, a great and a small.

14 Thou shalt not* have in thy house
divers measures, a great and a small.

15 A perfect and just weight shalt thou
have, a perfect and just measure shalt thou
have ; in order that thy days may be prolonged
in the land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee

;

10 For an abomination of the Lord thy
God is every one that doeth such things, every
one that acteth unrighteously.*

17 ^ Remember what 'Amalek did unto

* Heb. " And be standetb," %. e. fixed in bis mind.
' Heb. "Of the one wbose shoe was pulled off."

° This is explained, that she is to pay the damages
for the insult offered :

" Thy eye," &c., even if she be

poor.
'' Another injunction against overreaching; not oven to

2 F

thee, by the way, at your coming forth out of

Egypt;
18 How he met thee by tlie way, and

smote the hindmost of thee, all that were
feeble beliind thee, when thou was faint and
weary; and he feared not God.

19 And it shall come to pass, when the
Lord thy God giveth thee rest from all thy
enemies round about, in the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance

to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the re-

membrance of 'Amalek from under the hea-
vens; thou shalt not forget.

Hapbtorah in Isaiah liv. 1 to 10.

SECTION L. KI TAHBO, NDn O.

CHAPTER XXVI.

1 ^ And it shall come to pass, when thou

art come in unto the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and
thou hast taken possession of it, and dwellest

therein

:

2 That thou shalt take of the first of all the

fVuit of the soil, which thou shalt bring in

from thy land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee, and shalt put it in a basket; and thou

shalt go unto the place which the Lord
thy God will choose to let his name dwell

there.

3 And thou shalt come unto the priest

that may be in those days, and thou shalt say

unto him, I give thanks this day unto the

Lord thy God, that I am come into the land

which the Lord swore unto our fathers to give

to us.

4 And the priest shall take the basket out

of thy hand, and set it down before the altar

of the Lord thy God.

5 And thou shalt commence and say before

the Lord thy God, A Syrian, wandering'

about, was my father, and he went down into

Egypt, and sojourned there with a family few

in laumber, and he became there a nation,

great, mighty, and numerous.

keep any article in the bouse which might by chance be

unlawfully employed, can bo allowed.
° t. e. Abraham or Jacob, both of whom were residents

of Syria, and moving from place to place with their cattle;

but Onkelos and Rashi give :
" A Syrian (Laban) wished

to destroy my father (Jacob)."
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6 And the Egyptians treated us ill. and

afflicted ii5, and laid upon us hard labour

;

7 And then we cried imto the Eterxal,

the God of our lathers ; and the Lord heard

our voice, and looked on our affliction, and

our trouble, and our oppr\?ssion;

S And the Lord brought us forth out of

Eg^'P* with a mighty hand, and vrixh an out-

stretched anu. and with great terror, and with

signs, and with wonders :

9 And he brought us unto this place, and
gave imto us this land, a land dowing with

milk and honey.

10 And now, behold, I have brought the

first of the firuits of the soil, which thou hast

given me, O Lord: and thou shalt set it down
before the Lord thy God, and prostrate thy-

self before the Lord thy God

;

11 And thou shalt rejojce with everv- good

thing which the Lord thy God hath given

imto thee, and imto thy house, thou, with the

Levite. and the stn\nger that is in the midst

of thee.*

12 " When thou hast made an end of

giving away all the tithe of thy produce in

the third year, the %-ear of the tithing,* and
hast given it unto the Levite. to the stranger.

to the fatherless, and to the widow, and^ they

have eaten it within thv gates, and are satis-

fied:

13 Then shalt thou say before the Lord
thy God, I have removed away the hallowed

things out of the house, and I have also given

them unto the Levite, and imto the stranger,

to the fatherless, and to the widow, according

to all thy commandment which thou hast

commanded me ; I have not deviated firom thy

commandments, and I have not forgotten;

14 I have not eaten thereof in my mourn-

ing, neither have I removed away aught

thereof in an imclean state, nor have I given

aught thereof for the dead : I have hearkened

to the voice of the Lord my God, I have done

alL just as thou hast commanded me.

In tfe fiist tvo jeatsa^th« wms set aside to be eiten

mt Jeraailem ; is tbe thiid it «:as grren to ibe poor.

» "^ Tbat they uuj eat," tx.—Akxhbqi and E»gtiA

mam " TVere is no pinaee in SaipUue bj
the eoneet '•M'i^ of thne words eovld be ascer-

tained ; b«t to» it afipcan that Atj eaarej the idea of

•eparatian and setting aside; thoa bast sepanted him from

foreign gods to be to thee as God, and he has separated

thee fnm the nations of the eaith to be to hi« as a peca-

15 Look down from the habitation of thy
hohness. from the heavens, and bless thy peo-

ple Israel, and the soil which thou hast given
unto us. as thou hast sworn unto our fathers,

a land flowing with milk and honey.*
16 ^ This day the Lord thy. God com-

mandeth thee to do these statutes and ordi-

nances : and thou shalt keep and do them with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul.

17 Thou hast this day acknowledged' the

Lord, that he is thy God. and that thou wilt

walk in his ways, and keep his statutes, and
his commandments, and lus ordinances, and
hearken imto his voice

:

IS And the Lord hath acknowledged thee

this day. that thou art unto him a peculiar

people, as he hath spoken unto thee, and that

thou shouldest keep all his commandments

;

19 So that he may set thee high above aU
nations that he hath made, in praise, and in

name, and in honour; and that thou mayest
be a holy people unto the Lord thy God, as

he hath spoken.*

CHAPTER XX^TI.

1 " And Moses with the elders of Israel com-
manded the people, siu-ing. Keep the whole
commandment which I command you his day.

2 And it shall be on the day when ye pass

over the Jordan unto the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set up for

thyself great stones, and cover them with
plaster;

3 And thou shalt write upon them all the

words of this law. so soon as thou art passed

over; in order that thou mayest go in unto

the land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee, a land flowing with milk and honey ; as

the Lord, the God of thy fathers, hath spoken
unto thee.

i And it shall be so soon as ye are gone over

the Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones,

which I command you this day. on mount
'£bal; and thou shalt cover them with plaster.

' liar people."

—

Rashi. Amheim simply grres than vith
' "dedaied openly," *' andisgaisedly," " acnovledged," as

in the text. ^Iendels;^oim tnoisioes with "grren oeca-

aon ;" thus, '* Then hast given this day occaaoo onto the

Lord (to make a coT«unt with thee) to be onto thee a

God," ke. Pkili(^t5oo after Aben Em, Rashham, kc,
simply, "Thoa lettest it be taid nnto the LoBS," and
'' The Lord lotteth it be told vnto thee," as the cansatiTe

from ->^« " to say." or '* eanse sntething to be told, said,

or answered." Bat the sense in eadi case is the same.
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5 And thou shalt build there an altar unto

the Lord thy God, an altar of stones: thou

shalt not lift up any iron tool upon them.

6 Of whole stones shalt thou build the altar

of the Lord thy God; and thou shalt offer

thereupon bumt-ofiferings unto the Lord thy

God;
7 And thou shalt slay peace-oflFerings, and

eat (them) there; and thou shalt rejoice be-

fore the Lord thy God.

8 And thou shalt write upon the stones aU
the words of this law, very plainly.

9 ^ And Moses with the priests, the Le-

vites, spoke unto all Israel, saying. Be atten-

tive, and hearken, Israel ; this day art thou

become a people unto the Lord thy God.

10 Thou shalt therefore hearken to the

voice of the Lord thy God, and do his com-

mandments and his statutes, Avhich I com-
mand thee this day.*

11 ][ And Moses commanded the people

on the same day, saying,

12 These shall stand upon mount Gerizzim

to bless* the people, when ye are come over

the Jordan: Simeon, and hexi, and Judah,

and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin.
1.3 And these shall stand for the sake of

the curse upon mount 'Ebal : Reuben, Gad,

and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

14 And the LcAates shall commence, and
say unto aU the men of Israel with a loud

voice,

15 ^ Cursed be the man who maketh a

graven or molten image, the abomination of

the Lord, the work of the hands of the crafts-

man, and putteth it in a secret place ; and aU
the people shall answer, and say. Amen.

16 ^ Cursed be he that holdeth in light

esteem his father or his mother ; and all the

people shall say, Amen.
17 ^ Cursed ba he that removeth the land-

mark of his neighbour; and all the people
shall say. Amen.

18 T[ Cursed be he that causeth the blind

to wander out of the way ; and all the people
shall say, Amen.

19 ^ Cursed be he that perverteth the

' Six tribes went up to the top of mount Gerizzim, and
six to that of mount 'Ebal, while the priests, with the
Levites and the ark were in the middle of the valley be-

low ; the Levites thereupon turned their faces toward
Grerizzim, and commenced with the blessing : " Blessed
be the man who doth not make a graven image," &c.

;

cause of the stranger, of the fatherless, and
of the widow; and all the people shall say,

Amen.
20 Cursed be he that lieth with his father's

wife ; because he uncovereth his father's skirt

;

and all the people shall say. Amen.
21 \\ Cursed be he that lieth with any man-

ner of beast; and all the people shall say,

Amen.
22 ][ Cursed be he that lieth with his sis-

ter, the daughter of his father, or the daugh-
ter of his mother, and all the people shall say,

Amen.
2.3 T[ Cursed be he that lieth with his

mother-in-law; and all the people shall say.

Amen.
24 ][ Cursed be he that smiteth his neigh-

bour secretly; and all the people shall say.

Amen.
25 Tf Cursed be he that taketh a bribe to

slay a person, an innocent blood ; and all the
people shall say. Amen.

26 ^ Cursed be he that executeth not the
words of this law to do them; and aU the
people shall say, Amen.

CHAPTER XXVIII.
1 ^ And it shall come to pass, if thou wilt

hearken diligently imto the voice of the Lord
thy God, to obsei-\-e to do all his command-
ments which I command thee this day, that
the Lord thy God wdll set thee highest above
all nations of the earth;

2 And all these blessings shall come upon
thee, and overtake thee; because thou wilt
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God.

3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and
blessed shalt thou be in the field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body,
and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of
thy cattle, the increase of thy cattle, and the
yomig of thy flocks.

5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy
kneading-trough.

6 Blessed shalt thou be at thy coming in,

and blessed shalt thou be at thy going'' out.*

7 The Lord will cause thy enemies that

when both parties answered, " Amen." They then turned
their faces toward mount 'Ebal, and commenced with the
curse : " Cursed be the man," &c., and so till the last,

" that obsers'eth not."

—

Mishna Sotah, vii. § 5.

' Rashi explains, "That thy going out from this world
shall be like thy entrance therein, without sin."
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rise up against thee to be smitten before thj

face : on one way shall they come out against

thee, and on seven ways* shall they flee be-

fore thee.

8 The LouiJ will command upon thee the

ble.'^.sing in thy .storehouses, and in all that

thou settest tliy hand unto; and he will bless

thee in the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.

9 The LoHi) will raise thee up unto him-

self as a holy people, as he hath sworn luito

thee; if tliou wilt kept the commandments
of the Loiu) thy God, and walk in hi.s ways.

10 And all the nations of the earth shall

see, that thou art called by the name of the

Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.

11 And the Lord will make thee pre-

eminent for good, in the fruit of thy body,
and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the

fruit of thy ground, in the land which the

Lord swore unto thy fathers to give unto thee.

12 Tiie Lord will open unto thee his good
treasure, the heaven, to give the rain of thy
land in its season, and to bless all the work
of thy iiand; and thou slialt lend unto many
nations, but thou slialt not borrow.

I'-i And the Lord will constitute thee the
he:id, and not the tail; and thou shalt only
be uppermost, and thou shalt not be beneath;
if thou wilt hearken unto the commandments
of tile Lord thy God, which I command thee
this day to observe and to do:

14 And thou wilt not go aside from all the
words which I command thee this day, to the
right, or to the left, to go after strange gods,

to serve them.
15 *[] But it shall come to pass, if thou

wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord
thy God, to ob.ser%e to do all his command-
ments and his statutes which I command
thee this day: that all these curses shall

come upon tliee, and overtake thee.

10 Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and
cursed slialt thou be in the field.

17 Cursed shall 1x3 thy basket and thy
kneading-trough.

is Cursed siiall be the fruit of thy body,
and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy
rows, and the young of the flocks.

* "ThLs is the course of those who flco hastily, that
they Kcattcr themselves on all sides."

—

RasiU.
" Mendel.>(sohn considers thcic throe as discuses of the

haman system: "unnatural dryne.ss, wasting, and jaun-

19 Cursed shalt thou be at thy coming in,

and cunsed shalt thou lie at thy going out.

20 The Lord will send out against thee
misfortune, confusion, and failure, in all the
occupation of thy hand which thou mayest
engage in ; until thou be destroyed, iind until

thou perish quickly; because of the wicked-
ness of thy doings, that thou hast forsaken

me.
21 The Lord will cause the pestilence to

cleave unto thee, until it have consumed thee

from off the land, whither thou goest to pos-

sess it.

22 The Lord will smite thee with con-

sumption, and with fever, and with inflam-

mation, and with extreme burning, and with
drought,'' and with blasting, and with mil-

dew; and they shall pursue thee until thou
be lost.

23 And thy heavens that are over thy
head shall be copper, and the earth that is

under thee shall be iron.

24 The Lord will give as the rain of thy
land powder and dust; from heaven shall

it come down upon thee, until thou be de-

stroyed.

25 The Lord will cause thee to be smitten

before thy enemies; on one way shalt thou
go out against them, and on seven ways
shalt thou flee before them; and thou shalt

become a horror' unto all the kingdoms of

the earth.

26 And thy carcass shall become food unto
all the fowls of the heavens, and unto the

beasts of the earth, but with no one to scare

them away.
27 The Lord will smite thee with the in-

flammatoi-y disease of Egypt, and with the
hemorrhoids, and with the scab, and with the
itch, whereof thou shalt not be able to be
healed.

28 The Lord will smite thee with mad-
ness, and with blindness, and with confusion

of heart;

29 And thou shalt grope about at noonday,
as the blind gropeth about in the darkness,

and thou shalt not prosper in thy \vays ; and
thou shalt be only oppressed and robbed all

the days, but with no one to help.*"

dice;" others, however, view them as diseases incidental

to the products of the earth.
" "An olijoct of ill-treatment."

—

Philutson.
'' This prcfigurates the helplessness of Israel in exile.
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30 A wife wilt thou betroth, and another

man shall lie with her; a house wilt thou

build, and thou shalt not dwell therein; a

vineyard wilt thou plant, and thou shalt not

redeem it.

31 Thy ox shall be slain before thy eyes,

and thou shalt not eat thereof; thy ass shall

be violently taken away from before thy face,

and shall not be brought back to thee; thy

sheep shall be given unto thy enemies, with-

out any one to help thee.

32 Thy sons and thy daughters shall be

given unto another people, and thy eyes shall

look on, and ftiil with longing for them all

the day long; but without any power in thy

hand.

33 The fruit of thy soil, and all thy exer-

tion, shall a nation which thou knowest not

eat up ; and thou shalt only be oppressed and
crushed all the days.

34 And thou shalt become mad from the

sight of thy eyes which thou wilt see.

35 The Lord will smite thee with a sore

inflammation upon the knees, and upon the

legs, of which thou shalt not be able to be
healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top

of thy head.

36 The Lord will drive thee, and thy king
whom thou wilt set over thee, unto a nation

which neither thou nor thy fathers have
kno\Tn; and thou wilt serve there strange

gods, of wood and stone.

37 And thou shalt become an astonish-

ment, a proverb, and a by-word, among all

the nations whither the Lord will lead thee.

38 Much seed wilt thou carry out into the

field, yet but little shalt thou gather in; for

the locust shall consume it.

39 Vineyards wilt thou plant and dress;

but wine shalt thou not drink nor lay up ; for

the worms shall eat them.
40 Olive-trees wilt thou have throughout

all thy borders; but with the oil shalt thou
not anoint thyself; for thy olive shall cast

the fruit.

41 Sons and daughters wilt thou beget;
but they shall not remain thine; for they
shall go into capti\aty.

42 All thy trees and the fruit of thy land
shall the cricket strip bare.

43 The stranger that is in the midst of thee
shall get up above thee higher and higher;
but thou shalt come down lower and lower;

44 He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt

not lend to him; he shall become the head,

and thou shalt become the tail.

45 And there shall come upon thee all

these curses, and they shall pursue thee, and
overtake thee, till thou be destroyed ; because

thou didst not hearken unto the voice of the

Lord thy God, to keep his commandments
and his statutes which he hath commanded
thee

;

46 And they shall remain on thee for a

sign and for a token, and on thy seed, for

ever.

47 For the reason that thou didst not

serve the Lord thy God with joyfulness, and
with gladness of heart, while there was an
abundance of all things

;

48 Therefore shalt thou serve thy enemies

whom the Lord will send out against thee, m
hunger, and in thii'st, and in nakedness, and
in want of every thing; and they will put a

yoke of iron upon thy neck, until they have
destroyed thee.

49 The Lord will bring up against thee a

nation from afar, from the end of the earth,

as the eagle rusheth doAvn; a nation whose
tongue thou wUt not understand

;

50 A nation of a fierce" comitenance, that

will not have respect for the old, nor show
favour to the young;

51 And it will eat the fruit of thy cattle,

and the fruit of thy soil, until thou be de-

stroyed ; so that it will not leave unto thee

corn, wine, or oil, the increase of thy cows, or

the young of thy flocks, until it have ruined

thee.

52 And it "will besiege thee in all thy gates,

until thy high and strong walls come doAvn,

wherein thou trustest, throughout all thy
land; and it will besiege thee in all thy
gates throughout all thy land, which the

Lord thy God hath given thee.

53 And thou shalt eat the fruit of thj^

own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy

daughters, whom the Lord thy God hath

given thee, in the siege, and in the strait-

ness, wherewith thy enemy will distress

thee.

54 The man that is the most tender among

* Lit. "Hard," or "impudent;" i. e. bold and unmer-

ciful in their conduct to prisoners, and unreasonable in

their demands.
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thee, and who is very delicate,—his eye

shall look enviously toward his brother, and

toward the wife of his bosom, and toward

the renniant of his children whom he may
spare

;

55 So as not to give to any of them of

the flesh of his children which he may eat;

because there is nothing left unto him, in

the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith

thy enemy will distress thee in all thy

gates.

56 The woman, the most tender among
thee, and the most delicate, who hath never

adventured to set the sole of her foot upon
the ground for delicateness and tenderness,

—

her eye shall look enviously toward the hus-

band of her bosom, and toward her son, and
toward her daughter,

57 And toward her young one that is come
from between her feet, and toward her chil-

dren which she hath born ; for she shall eat

them for want of every thing secretly, in the

siege and in the straitness, wherewith thy

enemy will distress thee in thy gates.

58 If thou wilt not observe to do all the

words of this law which are written in this

book ;" to fear this glorious and fearful name,
THE Lord tht God :

59 Then will the Lord render peculiar thy

plagues, and the plagues of thy seed, plagues

great, and of long continuance, and sicknesses

sore, and of long continuance.

GO And he will bring back upon thee all

the diseases of Egypt, of which thou wast
afraid; and they shall cleave unto thee.

Gl Also every sickness, and every plague

which is not written in the book of this law,

will the Lord bring upon thee, until thou be

destroyed.

62 And ye shall be left but few in num-
ber, instead of that ye once were as the stars

of heaven for nudtitude; because thou didst

not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy

God.
6.3 And it shall come to pass, that, as the

Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, and
to multiply you, so will the Lord rejoice over

' The plagues mentioned arc not the results of any for-

tuitous circumstances, nor any extraneous cause ; but only

of the disobcdicneo of the Israelites to the will of God.
It is a fiiithful adherence to the law which alone could

builil up our sfatc, as the reverse is the only thing which
could give our enemies the victory over us.
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you to bring you to nought, and to destroy

you; and ye shall be plucked from off the
land whither thou goest to jiossess it.

G4 And the Lord will scatter thee among
all the nations, from one end of the earth

even unto the other end of the earth; and
there wilt thou sen^e strange gods, which
neither thou nor thy fathers have known,
even wood and stone.

65 And among these nations shalt thou
find no ease, and there shall not be any rest

for the sole of thy foot; and the Lord -will

give thee there a trembling heart, and a fail-

ing of eyes, and a faintness of soid.

66 And thy life shall hang'' in dou1:)t before

thee; and thou shalt be in dread day and
night, and thou shalt have no confidence of

thy life;

67 In the morning thou wilt say, AVho
would but grant that it were only evening!

and at evening thou wilt say. Who would but
grant that it were only morning! from the

dread of thy heart which thou wilt experi-

ence, and from the sight of thy eyes which
thou wilt see.

68 And the Lord will bring thee back to

Egypt in ships, hy the way whereof I have
spoken luito thee. Thou shalt no more see it

again; and there will ye offer yourselves"

for sale unto your enemies for bond-men
and bond-women, without any one to buy
you.

GO'' ^ These are the words of the covenant,

which the Lord commanded Moses to make
with, the children of Israel in the land of

Moab, besides the covenant which he had
made with them in Iloreb.*

CHAPTER XXIX.
1 T[ And Moses called unto all Israel, and

said unto them, Ye yourselves have seen all

that the Lord hath done before your eyes in

the land of Eg>i)t unto Pharaoh, and unto all

his servants, and unto all his land;

2 The great proofs which thy eyes have
.seen, those great signs, and miracles:

3 Yet the Lord gave you not a heart to

* Lit. " And thy life shall be hanging unto thee at a

distance;" i. e. it shall be in constant danger.
° "Yc will seek to sell yourselves, but none will buy,

for they will decree against you slaughter and destruction."—Rasiii.
'' The English version commences here chap. xxis.
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perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear,

. until this day."

4 And I have led you forty years in the

wilderness
;
your clothes did not lall worn out

from off you, and thy shoe did not fall worn
out from off thy foot.

5 Bread have ye not eaten, and wine or

strong drink have ye not drunk; in order

that ye might understand that I am the Lord
your God.*

6 iVnd when ye came unto this place,

Sichon the king of Cheshbon, and 'Og the

king of Bashan went out against us unto

battle, and we smote them:
7 And we took their land, and gave it for

an inheritance unto the Reiibenites, and to

the Gadites, and to the half tribe of Me-
nassites.

8 Keep ye therefore the words of this cove-

nant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all

that ye do.

Haphtorah in Isaiah Ix. 1 to 22.

SECTION LI. NITZABIM, D'n^J.

9 ^ Ye are standing this day, all of you,

before the Lord your God
;
your heads of your

tribes, your elders, and your officers, all the

men of Israel,

10 Your little ones, your wives, and thy
stranger that is in the midst of thy camp,
from the hewer of thy wood unto the drawer
of thy water

:

11 That thou shouldest enter into the

covenant of the Lord thy God, and into his

oath of denunciation, which the Lord thy
God maketh with thee this day.*

12 In order to raise thee up to-day unto
himself for a people, and that he may be unto
thee a God, as he hath spoken unto thee, and

* Despite of the many proofs of God's mercy the people
had obtained, they were yet wavering in their faith.

'' The reaffirmation of the covenant, with the oath of
denunciation (above, sxvii. 15-26) for transgression now
superadded, was for the purpose of impressing the more
strongly the necessity of obedience upon the people, so

that there might not be one individual or family, who, in

daring carelessness, would offend against the will of the
Lord, seeing that he himself had bound his soul with the
covenant into which he and all Israel had voluntarily en-

tered.—This verse connects with verse 14.
° After Arnheim, who renders r\i3D with "to appease,"

"to still;" nn from the Aramaic 'n "drunkenness,"
"violent indulgence;" and DNns "thirst," "desire;" and

as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

13 And not with you only do I make this

covenant and this oath

;

14 But with him that is standing here with
us this day before the Lord our God, and
with him that is not here with us this day.*

15 (For ye know how we dwelt in the

land of Egypt; and how we passed through
the nations through which ye have passed;

16 And ye saw their abominations, and
their idols, of wood and stone, silver and
gold, which they had with them

:)

17 So*" that there may not be among you a
man, or a woman, or a family, or a tribe,

whose heart turneth away this day from the

Lord our God, to go to serve the gods of these

nations; that there may not be among you a
root that beareth abundantly poison and
wormwood

;

18 And it might come to pass, when he
heareth the words of this denunciation, that

he would bless himself in his heart, saying,

There Avill be peace unto me, though I walk
in the stubbornness of my heart; in order

that the indulgence" of the passions may ap-

pease the thirst (for them) :

19 The Lord will not pardon him; but
then the anger of the Lord and his jealousy

will smoke* against that man, and there shall

rest upon him all the curse tliat is written in

this book; and the Lord will blot out hi.s

name from under the heavens.

20 And the Lord will single him out unto
evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to

all the denunciations of the covenant which
is written in this book of the law.

21 And the latest generation, your chil-

dren that will rise up after you, and the
stranger that will come from a far land, shall

say, when they see the plagues of that land,

means then, that he will continue to indulge in unlawful
desires, forgetful of the command of God, simply because
his own will is stubborn, and he is careless about yielding

obedience. Philippson renders ni3D with "to increase;"

thus, "so that the drunkenness should yet farther increase

the thirst;" i. e. for greater indulgence, rimt? Arnheim
derives for iib' "fast, firm," hence, "security."

^ This expression is taken from the effects of strong

anger in a man, which is seen in the smoke coming out of
his nostrils; and is only used to personify the results of

wilful disobedience to God's will. "Jealousy" then
represents the con.sequence of slighted affection which the
mortal should feel for his heavenly Father, who both de-

serves and expects love and obedience from his creatures.
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and its sufferings with Avhich the Lord hath
smitten it;

22 (That) the whole soil thereof is brim-

.stone, and salt, and a burning waste, which is

not .sown, and heareth not, and in which no
kind of grass springeth up, like the overthrow
of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Ze-

boyim, which the Lord overthrew in his an-

ger, and in his wrath :

—

23 Even all the nations will say, Where-
fore hath the Lord done thus unto this land?
whence the heat of this great anger?

24 Then shall men say, Because they have
forsaken the covenant of the Lord, the God
of their fathers, which he made with them
when he brought them forth out of the land
of Egypt;

25 And they went and served other gods,

and worshipped them, gods wliich they knew
not, and which he had not assigned' imto
them

;

20 And the anger of the Lord was kindled
against this land, to bring upon it the entire

curse that is written in this book;
27 And the Lord plucked them out of

their land in anger, and in wrath, and in

great indignation, and he cast them into an-

other land, as it is this day.

28 The secret things belong unto the Lord
our God ; ])ut those things which are publicly

known belong unto us and to our children

for ever, to do all the words of this law.'''

CHAPTER XXX.
1 ^ And it shall come to pass, when all

these things are come upon thee, the blessing

and the curse, which I have set before thee,

and thou reflectest on them in thy heart

among all the nations, whither the Lord thy
God hath driven thee,

2 So that thou returnest unto the Lord
thy God, and lioarkenest unto his voice ac-

cording to all that I command this day, thou

and thy children, with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul

:

.3 That then the Lord thy God will restore

thy captivity, and have mercy upon thee;

' Our religion points out to us how we are to worship;
consequently idolatry being intcrdietcil, is properly a
specie.^ of worship not assigned to us by God.

' ITnim from "IiT "more;" therefore in Iliphil, "to
make one more or greater than another," " to distinguish

one for something." "(Sec also above, xxviii. 11.)
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and he will again gather thee from all the
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scat-,

tered thee.

4 If thy outcasts be at the outmost parts
of heaven, from there will the Lord thy God
gather thee, and from there will hc"^ fetch

thee:

5 And the Lord thy God will bring thee
into the land which thy fathers possessed,

and thou shalt possess it; and he will do
thee good, and multiply thee above thy
fathers.

6 And the Lord thy God will circumcise
thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, in order that thou ma3est
live.'^

7 And the Lord th}' God will put all these

denunciations upon thy enemies, and on those
that hate thee, who have persecuted thee.

8 And thou wilt return and hearken unto the

voice of the Lord, and thou wilt do all his com-
mandments which I command thee this day.

9 And the Lord thy God will make thee
pre-eminent'' in every work of thy hand, in

the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy
cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good;
for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for

good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers;

10 If thou wilt hearken unto the voice of

the Lord thy God, to keep his commandments
and his statutes which are Avritten in this

book of the law; if thou wilt return unto the

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all

thy soul.'^

11 ^ For this commandment which I com-
mand thee this day, is not hidden from thee,

nor is it far off.

12 It is not in heaven; that thou sliouldest

say. Who will go up for us to heaven, and
fetch it down unto us, and cause us to hear
it, that we may do it ?

13 Neither is it beyond the sea; that thou
shouldest say, Who will go over the sea for

us, and fetch it unto us, and cause us to hear
it, that we may do it ?

14 But the word is very nigh unto thee.

• All the blessings must be earned by obedience in the

first instance ; and when they have been forfeited by sin,

they can only be recovered through a perfect return

unto God with all the heart and all the soul. This is

the only condition pointed out to us in this beautiful

passage.
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in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou

mayest do it.*

15 ]f See, I have set before thee this day
hfe and the good, death and the evil;

16 In that I command thee this day to love

the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and
to keep his commandments and his statutes

and his ordinances; that thou mayest live and
nudtiply; and that the Lord thy God may
bless thee in the land whither thou goest to

possess it.

17 But if thy heart turn away, so that

thou wilt not hearken, and thou sufi'erest thy-

self to be drawn away, and thou worshij)pest

other gods, and servest them:*
18 I announce unto you this day, that ye

shall surely perish
;
ye shall not remain many

days upon the land, whither thou passest over

the Jordan to go thither to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses

against you this day, that I have set before

you life" and death, the blessing and the curse

;

therefore choose thou life, that thou mayest
live, both thou and thy seed;

20 To love the Lord thy God, to hearken
to his voice, and to cleave unto him ; for he is

thy life, and the length of thy days ; that thou
mayest dwell in the laud which the Lord
swore unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,

and to Jacob, to give unto them.

Haphtorah in Isaiah Ixi. 10 to Ixiii. 9.

SECTION LII. VAYELECH, ^Sn.

CHAPTER XXXI.

1 ^ And Moses went and spoke these

words unto all Israel.

2 And he said unto them, I am a hundred
and twenty years old this day; I am not able

any more to go out and come in ; for'' the Lord
hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over
this Jordan.

3 The Lord thy God it is who goeth over

* Life is the sure recompense of goodness, death that of
evil ; and as God loves mercy, he counsels man to choose
goodness, in order that he may live.

" Literally, " and ;" but Rashi explains correctly that
the reason why Moses could no longer be the leader of the
people was not physical weakness, which is contradicted
by xxxiv. 7 ; but the will of God that he should not go
over the Jordan.

2C.

before thee; he will destroy these nations

from before thee, and thou shalt dispossess

them; Joshua it is who goeth over before

thee, as the Lord hath spoken.*

4 And the Lord will do unto them as he
hath done to Siclion and to 'Og, the kings of

the Emorites, and imto their land, whom he
hath destroyed.

5 And the Lord will give them up before

you; and ye shall do unto them according
unto the whole of the commandment which I

have commanded you.

G Be strong and of a good courage, be not
afraid and be not dismayed on account of
them ; for the Lord thy God it is that goeth
with thee; he will not let thee fail, nor forsake

thee.*

7 ^ And Moses called unto Joshua, and
said unto him before the e^es of all Israel, Be
strong and of a good courage ; for thou must
go with this people unto the land which the
Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give
unto them ; and thou shalt divide it for them
as a possession.

8 And the Lord it is that goeth before

thee; he will be with thee, he will not let

thee fail, nor will he forsake thee; fear not,

nor be thou faint-hearted.

9 And Moses wrote down this law, and de-

livered it unto the priests the sons of Levi,

who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord,
and unto all the elders of Israel.'''

10 And Moses commanded them, saj'ing.

At the end of (every) seven'' years, at the
fixed time of the year of release, on the feast

of tabernacles,

11 When all Israel come to appear before
the Lord thy God in the place which he will

choose, shalt thou read this law in the pre-

sence of all Israel in their hearing.

12 Assemble the people together, the men,
and the women, and the children, and thy
stranger that is within thy gates, in order
that they may hear, and in order that they
may learn how they are to fear the Lord

° At the Feast of Tabernacles succeeding the release

year, as it is explained by our authorities. It was then
that the chief of the people was to read the law in the
hearing of all ; since all had an equal interest in the same,
and all were bound to give it strict obedience. Religious
instruction should therefore in our day also be imparted to

all who belong to the house of Israel, whether they be
male or female, young or old.
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your Cod, and ob.serve to do all the words of

this law;

13 And that their children, who have not

3'et any knowledge, may hear, and leani to

tear the Lord your God, all the days which
3'e live in the land whither ye go over the

Jordan to possess it.'==

14 T[ And the Lord said unto Moses, Be-

hold, thy days approach that thou must die;

call Joshua, and place yourselves in the taber-

nacle of the congregation, that I may give

him a charge ;" and Moses and Joshua went,
and placed themselves in the tabernacle of the

congregation.

15 And the Lord appeared in the taberna-

cle in a pillar of cloud ; and the pillar of cloud
stood at the door of the tabernacle.

10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold,
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and then
will this people rise up, and go astray after

the gods of the strangers of the land, whither
they go to be in the midst of them, and they
will forsake me, and break my covenant
which I have made with them.

17 And my anger shall be kindled against

them on that day, and I will forsake them,
and I will hide my fiice from them, and they
shall be given to be devoured, and many
evils and troubles shall overtake them; and
they will say on that day, Is it not, because
my God is not in the midst of me, that these

evils have overtaken me ?

18 But I will assuredly hide my face on
that day on account of all the evils which
they have wrought, because they have turned
unto other gods.

19 Now therefore write ye for yourselves
this song, and teach it the children of Israel,

put it in their mouth; in order that this song
may become for me a witness against the
children of Israel.'''

20 For when I shall have brought them
into the land which I have sworn unto their

fiithcrs, that iioweth w^tli milk and honey;
and they shall have eaten and filled them-

' This refers to verse 23, where it say.s, "And he gnvc
a charge to Joshua, &e." As Joshua was to succeed
^Ioses, it was proper that the Spirit should speak witli

him in the presence of his teacher; so that the people
might re.xpcct him.

" A promise that the law shall never be forgotten, which
has been signally fullilled.

• "The Bong nhall, tlirduch tlio prodictinns it contains,
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selves, and grown fat: then will they turn
unto other gods, and sers'e them, and provoke
me, and break my covenant.

21 And it shall come to pass, when many-
evils and troul)les have befallen them, that
this song shall testify against them as a wit-

ness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the

mouth of their seed;*" for I know their incli-

nation" which they have shown, even this

day, before I have brought them into the
land which I have sworn.

22 And Moses wrote down this song on the
same day, and taught it the children of

Israel.

23 And he'' gave a charge unto Joshua the

son of Nun, and said. Be strong and of a good
courage; for thou shalt bring the children of
Israel into the land which 1 have sworn unto
them; and I will be with thee.

24 And it came to pass, wdicn Moses had
made an end of writing the words of this law
in a book, until they were finished,*

25 That Moses commanded the Levites, the

bearers of the ark of the covenant of the Lord,

saying,

20 Take this book of the law, and put it at

the side of the ark of the covenant of the

Lord your God, that it may remain there

against thee for a witness.

27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiflf

neck : behold, while I am jet alive with you
this day, have ye been rebellious against

the Lord, and how much more after my
death ?*

28 Assemble unto me all the elders of your
tribes, and your officers; and I will sjjcak in

their ears these words, and I will call as wit-

nesses against them the heavens and the earth.

29 For I know that after my death ye will

to a surety become corrupt, and turn aside

from the Avay which I have commanded you

;

and that the evil Avill befall you in the latter

days, when ye do the evil in the eyes of the

Loud, to incense him through the work of

your hands.

be an evidence that their sinful life was already present

before mo, before they had yet taken p<isscssion of the

promised land."—AuNIiEIM. Aben Kzra comments,
" For if I did not know the future, 1 know already what

they have done till now;" taking ne/y in its literal sense,

" to make," not as in our version after Arnheim, " show,"

which then refers to " inclination."

^ This refers to "God." (See above, verse 14.)
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30 And Moses spoke in the ears of all the

congregation of Israel the words of this song,

until they were ended.

Ilaphtorah for the Portuguese, if after Rosh Ilashanah, in

Ilosea xiv. 2 to 10, and Micah vii. 18 to 20 ; otherwise that

of Xitzabim. The Germans read, in the first case, in Hosea

siv. 2 to 10, and Joel ii. 15 to 27 ; in the second, in Isaiah

Iv. U to Ivi. 8.

SECTION LIII. HAAZEENU, irrNH.

CHAPTER XXXII.

1 ][ Give ear, ye heavens, and I will

speak; and let the earth hear the words of

my mouth.
2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my

speech shall distil as the dew, as heavy rains

upon herbs, and as showers upon the grass

.

3 When I call on the name of the Lord,

ascribe ye greatness unto our God.

4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect; for

all his ways are just; the God of truth and
without iniquity, just and upright is he.

5 The corruption is not his," it is the de-

fect of his children, of the perverse and crook-

ed generation.

6 Will ye thus requite the Lord, people,

worthless and unwise? is he not thy father

who hath bought thee? is it not he who hath

made thee, and established thee?*

7 Remember the days of old, consider the

^^ears of former generations; ask thy father,

and he will tell thee; thy elders, and they

will say it unto thee

:

8 When the Most High divided to the na-

tions their inheritance, when he separated

the sons of man: he set the bounds of the

tribes'' according to the number of the sons of

Israel.

9 For the portion of the Lord is his people

;

Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

10 He found him in a desert land, and in

the waste of the howling of the wilderness;

he encircled him, he watched him, he guarded
him as the apple of his eye.

11 As an eagle stirreth up his nest, flutter-

eth over his young, spreadeth abroad his

* The sinning of Israel is not a blemish upon the good-
ness of God : he gave them a law which would render
them happy ; hut they chose sin and its subsequent sor-

rows.

wings, seizeth them, beareth them aloft on

his pinions

:

12 So did the Lord alone lead him, and
there was not with him a stranger god.*

1.3 He caused him to stride on the high

places of the earth, and he ate the products

of the fields ; and lie made him to suck honey
out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty stone

;

14 Cream of cows, and milk of sheep,

with fat of lamljs, and rams of the breed of

Bashan, and goats, witli the fat of the kid-

neys'' of wheat ; and of the blood of the grape

thou drankest unmixed wine.

15 Thus did Yeshurun grow fat, and he
kiclvcd; (thou art grown fat, thick, fleshy;)

and then he forsook the God who made him,

and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salva-

tion.

16 They incensed him with strange gods,

with abominations they provoked him to

anger.

17 They sacrificed unto evil spirits things

that are not god, gods that they knew not,

new ones lately come up, which j^our fathers

dreaded not.

18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou wert
unmindful, and forgottest the God that had
brought thee forth.*

19 And the Lord saw this, and he was
angry; because of the provoking of his sons

and of his daughters.

20 And he said, I will hide my face from
them, I will see what their end will be ; for

a perverse generation are they, children in

I

whom there is no faith.

21 They have moved me to wrath with

things that ai'e not god; they have provoked

me to anger with their vanities; and I too

will move them to jealousy with those which
are not a people ; I will provoke them to anger

with a worthless nation.

22 For a fire is kindled in my anger, and
it burnetii unto the loAvest deep ; and it con-

sumeth the earth with her products, and it

setteth on fire the foundations of the moun-
tains.

23 I will heap upon them miseries; all my
arrows will I spend upon them.

'' Established twelve tribes from the twelve sons of

Israel.

' " An image borrowed from the shape of the wheat,

for 'fine flour.'
"
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24 They shall be wasted with hunger, and

devoured with burning heat, and with bitter

deadly disease ; also the tooth of beasts will I

let loose against them, with the poison of ser-

pents that crawl in the dust.

25 Without shall the sword destroy, and

terror within the chambers, both the young
man and the virgin, the suckling with the

man of gray hairs.

20 I said, I would drive them into one

corner," I would cause their remembrance to

cease from among men

:

27 Were it not that I feared the wrath of

the enemy, lest their oppressors should mis-

take the truth, lest they should say. Our hand
is high, and the Lord hath not wrought all

this.

28 For a nation void of counsel are they,

and there is no understanding in them.*

29 If they were but wise, they would under-

stand this, they would consider their latter

end!

30 IIow should one chase a thousand, and
two put ten thousand to flight, unless their

Rock had sold them, and the Loijd had de-

livered them up?
31 For not as our Rock is their rock, even

our enemies themselves being judges.

32 For from the vine of Sodom is their

vine, and from the fields of Gomorrah; their

grajjcs are grapes of gall, they bear bitter

clusters.

33 The poison of serpents is their wine,

and the deadly'' venom of asps.

34 Behold! this is laid up in store with
me, it is sealed up among my treasures

!

35 Mine are vengeance and recompense ; at

the time that their loot shall slip; for nigh

draweth the day of their calamity, and the

future speedeth along for them.

30 For the Loiu) will espouse the cause of

his people, and bethink himself concerning his

servants; when he seeth that their power is

gone, and the guarded and fortified are no
more. '

* Itashi; others render, "I would make an end of

them;" others, "scatter them."
^ Lit. "Cruel," "unpityingj" hence, "fatal in its

effects," here, "deadly."
° After lla.shi. Arnheiin renders, "The fat of whose

sjicrifices they ate, the wine of whose drink-offerings they

drank?"
'' Arnheim views this not as an oath, but merely as

a declaration that the display of the Divine power will

37 Then will he say, Where are their gods,

the rock in whom they trusted,

38 They" that ate the fat of their sacrifices,

and drank the wine of their drink-offerings?

let them arise and help you, let them be a
protection over you.

39 See now that I, even I, am he, and
there is no god with me : I alone kill, and I

make alive; I wound, and I heal: and no
one can deliver out of my hand.*

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven, and
say, I live for ever.*

41 When I whet my glittering sword, and
my hand taketh hold on judgment:^ I will

render vengeance inito my enemies, and those

that hate me will I requite.

42 I will make my arrows drunk with
blood, and my sword shall devour llesh ; from
the blood of the slain and of the captives,

from the crushed head of the enemy.
43 Speak aloud, 3'e nations, the praises

of his people; for he'' will avenge the blood

of his servants, and vengeance will he render

to his adversaries, and forgive his land, and
his people.*

44 ^ And Moses came and spoke all the

words of this song in the ears of the people,

he, and Hoshea the son of Nun.
45 And when Moses had made an end of

speaking all these words to all Israel

:

40 He said unto them, Set your hearts

unto all the words which I testify against

you this day, so that ye may command them
your children, to observe to do all the words
of this law.

47 For it is not a vain word for you; on
the contrary, it is your life; and through
this word shall ye live many days in the

land, whither ye go over the Jordiui to pos-

sess it.*

48 ^[ And the Lord spoke unto Moses on
that self-same day, saying,

49 Get thee up into this mountain of 'Aba-

rim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land

of Moilb, that is in front of Jericho ; and be-

convince the heathens that the Lord God lives for

ever.

• Arnheim renders 03B'3 "the instrument of punish-

ment," or that by which the judgment or sentence of the

judge is executed.
' Alien Ezra refers "he" to people, and would give,

"It will avenge the blood of his (God's) servents and ren-

der vengeance to its enemies—and his people will atone

for his land."
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and he said, Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah,

him unto his people : let the powerhold the land of Canaan, which I give unto

the children of Israel for a possession;

50 And die on the mount Avhither thou

goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as

Aaron thy brother died on mount Hor, and

was gathered unto his people;

51 Because ye trespassed against me m
the midst of the children of Israel at the

waters of contention at Kadesh, in the wil-

derness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not

in the midst of the children of Israel.

52 For from afar shalt thou see the land;

but thither shalt thou not go unto the land

which I give the children of Israel.

Haphtorah, if before Kippur, for the Portuguese in Hosea

siv 2 to 10 and Micah vii. 18 to 20; for the Germans, instead

of tlie last, Joel ii. 15 to 27 ; but if after Kippur, both read in

2 Samuel sxii. 1 to 51. Some congregations read in hzekiel

xvii. 22 to xviii. 32.

SECT. LIV. VEZOTH HABERACHAH,

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 T[
And this is the blessing, wherewith

Moses, the man of God, blessed the children

of Israel before his death.

2 And he said. The Lord came from Sinai,

and rose up from Seir unto them :
he shone

forth from mount Paran, and he came from

among myriads of saints; from his right hand

he gave a fiery law unto them.

3 Yea, thou also lovedst the tribes; all their

.saints were in thy hand; and they, prostrate

before thy feet, received thy words."

4 " Tlie" law which Moses commanded us,

is the inheritance of the congregation of

Jacob."

5 Thus became he king in Yeshurun, when

the heads of the people were assembled, as

one the tribes of Israel.

G May Reuben live, and not die ; and may
not his men be few.

7 T[ And this is (the blessing) of Judah,

and bring ^ ^
i , a

of his hands contend"^ for him; and be thou a

help to him from his adversaries.^'^

8 Tf And of Levi he said, Thy Thummim

and thy Urim are with thy holy man, whom

thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom
thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah

;

9 Who said of his father and of his mother,

I have not seen him; and who did not ac-

knowledge his brothers, nor regarded his own

children; for they observe thy word, and thy

covenant they keep.

10 They shall teach thy ordinances unto

Jacob, and thy law unto Israel: they shall

put incense before" thee, and whole burnt-

sacrifice upon thy altar.

11 Bless, Lord, his substance, and re-

ceive favourably the work of his hands :
crush

the loins of those that rise up against him,

and those that hate him, that they cannot rise

again.

12 T[
And of Benjamin he said. The be-

loved of the Lord (is he,) he shall dwell in

safety by him; he will shield him all the day

long, and between his shoulders wall he dwell.='=

13 Tl And of Joseph he said. Blessed of the

Lord be his land, through the precious gift

of heaven, through the dew% and through the

deep that coucheth beneath,

14 And through the precious fruits brought

forth by the sun, and through the precious

things put forth by the moon,

15 And through the best things of the

ancient mountains, and through the precious

I

things of the everlasting hills,

16 And through the precious things of the

earth and its fulness, and through the good-

will of him that dwelt in the thora-bush:

may this blessing come upon the head of

Joseph, and upon the crown of the head of

him that was separated from his brothers.

17 His first-born steer is adorned with

glory, and his horns are like the horns of

reem;f with them shall he push nations to-

• Arnheim translates this verse: "He also bore the

tribes on his bosom, all his (Israel's) saints were in thy hand

;

but they were stretched out at thy feet, and trembled at

thv word."
"' Rashi comments, that these are the words which the

people spoke.
" After Targum and Rashi; and it means then, that Ju-

dah may be blessed with the means of contending against

his opponents. Others, such as Aben Ezra and the Eng-

lish version, translate, "let his hands be sufficient for

him." Arnheim renders the concluding portion, "and

may they (the hands) be a help," &c.

^ "Thy justice and thy light are," &c.—Arnheim and

Philippson. ,,

' Lit. "In thy nose," to wit, "as an agreeable savour.

' "Buffalo."

—

Philippson. But in this version it is

left untranslated, from the uncertainty of the deriva-

''°"-
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gether to the ends of the earth : and they are

the myriads of Ephraim, and they are the

thousands of Menassoh.^''

IS ]] And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Ze-

bulun, in tiiy going out; and, Issachar, in

thy tents.

19 They will call the tribes unto the

mountain ; there will they oifer sacrifices of

righteousness; for they will suck the abun-

dance of the seas, and the treasures hid in the

sand.

20 ^ And of Gad he said. Blessed* be he
that enlargeth Gad: like a lioness lieth he
down, and teareth off the arm "with the crown
of the head.

21 And he provided the first part for him-
self, because there is the field of the law-

giver, of the hidden ;'' and he went forth at

the head of the people; he executed the jus-

tice" of the Lord, and his judgments with Is-

rael.*

22 ^ And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's

whelp, that leapeth forth from Bashan.
2?> And of Naphtali he said, Naphtali,

satisfied with favour, and full of the blessing

of the LoKD, take thou possession of the west
and the south.

24 ^ And of Asher he said. More than
(all) the children be Asher blessed; he shall

be the most favoured of his brethi'cn, and
bathe his foot in oil.

25 Iron and copper shall be thy bolts ; and
as thy (younger) days* so shall thy old age

be.

26 There is none like unto the God of

Yeshurun, who rideth to help thee upon the

heavens, and in his excellency upon the

skies.*

27 Thy refuge' is the eternal God, and
here beneath, the everlasting arms; and he
thrust out the enemy from before thee; and
he said, Destroy.

28 And then dwelt Israel in safety, alone,

the fountain of Jacob; in a land of com
and wine; also its heavens shall drop down
dew.

29 Happy art thou, Israel! who is like

inito thee, O people, saved by the Lord, the

Shield of thy help, and who is the Sword of

' "Blessed, extensive is Gad."

—

Ar.nhei.m.
""

i'. c. Moses, who is buried in Gad's portion.
* "Tlic victory of the LoHu and punishment, (against

the Cunaanitcs,) he cxccutoth with Israel."

—

Arniieim.
* After Rashi.
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thy excellency [ and thy enemies shall fawn
upon thee; and thou shalt tread upon their

high places.*

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 T[ And Moses went up from the plains

of Moilb unto the mount of Nebo, to the
top of Pisgah, that is before Jericho; and the
Lord showed him all the land (from) Gil'ad

unto Dan,
2 And all Naphtali, and the land of

Ephraim, and Menasseh, and all the land of
Judah, unto the western sea.

3 And the south, and the plain, the valley

of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar.

4 And the Lord said unto him, This is the

land which I swore unto Al)raham, unto
Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed

will I give it ; I have let thee see it with thy
eyes, but thither shalt thou not go oA^er.

5 And Moses the servant of the Lord died

there in the land of Moiib, according to the

order of the Lord.

G And he bui'ied him in the valley in the

land of Moiib, opposite Beth-peor; but no man
knoweth of his sei^ulchre imto this day.

7 And Moses was a hundred and twenty
years old when he died; his eye was not
dimmed, and his natural force had not abated.

S And the children of Israel wept for

Moses in the plains of Moiib thirt}- days; and
then were ended the days of weeping and
mourning for Moses.

9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of

the spirit of wisdom ; for Moses had laid his

hands upon him ; and the children of Israel

hearkened unto him, and did, as the Lord
had commanded Moses.

10 And there arose not a prophet since

then in Israel like luito Moses, whom the

Lord knew face to fixce,

11 In respect to all the signs and the won-
ders, Avhich the Lord had sent him to do in

the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his

servants, and to all his land,

12 And in respect to all that mighty hand,

and in all the great tenific deeds which Moses
displayed before the eyes of all Israel.

llaphtorah in Joshua i. 1 to 0. The Germans read to 18.

' "The dwelling of the Eternal," &o.

—

Rashi ; who
refers nji'^ t'l the skies iu the preceding verse, thus:

"The skies—which are the dwelling, &c., and beneath this

dwell all the strong of arm, whom Israel was told to

banish."
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THE BOOK OF JOSHUA,

CONTAINING THE EVENTS OF JOSHUA'S LIFE AFTER THE DEATH OF MOSES.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ And it came to pass after the death

of Moses, the servant of the Lord, that the

Lord spoke unto Joshua" the son of Nun, the

minister of Moses, saying,

2 Moses my servant is dead; now there-

fore arise, pass over this Jordan, thou, and all

this people, unto the land which I do give

to them, to the children of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot

shall tread upon, that have I given unto you,

as I said unto Moses.

4 From'' the wilderness and this Lebanon
even unto the great river, the river Euphrates,

all the land of the Hittites, and unto the

gi-eat sea toward the going down of the sun,

shall be your boundary.

5 No man shall be able to stand up before

thee all the days of thy life ; as I was with
Moses, so will I be with thee : I will not let

thee fail, nor forsake thee.

G Be strong and of a good courage; for

thou shalt divide for an inheritance unto this

people the land, which I swore unto their

fathers to give to them.

7 Only be thou strong and very courage-

ous, to observe to do according to all the law,

which Moses my servant hath commanded
thee: turn not from it to the right hand or

to the left ; in order that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the law shall not depart
out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, in order that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is

" written therein; for then shalt thou make

* Properly, Yehoshua'.
^ That is, their utmost limits should be from the Desert

of Arabia Petrrea on the south, to Lebanon on the north;

and from the Euphrates on the east, to the great sea, or
2H

thy way prosperous, and then shalt thou have
good success.

9 Behold,** I have commanded thee. Be
strong and of good courage ; be not terrified,

neither be thou dismayed; for the Lord thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

10 ^ Then Joshua commanded the officers

of the people, saying,

11 Pass through the midst of the camp,
and command the people, saying, Prepare
yourselves provisions; for after only three

days more ye shall pass over this Jordan, to

go in to possess the land, which the Lord
your God giveth you, to possess it.

12 ][ And to the Reiibenites, and to the
Gadites, and to half the tribe of Menasseh,
spoke Joshua, saying,

13 Remember the word which Moses the
servant of the Lord commanded you, saying,

The Lord your God hath granted you rest,

and hath given you this land;

14 Your wives, j'our little ones, and 3'our

cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses
gave you on this side of the Jordan ; but ye
shall pass over armed before your brethren,

all the mighty men of valour, and help them

;

15 Until the Lord shall have granted your
brethren rest, as he hath done to you, and
they also have taken possession of the land
which the Lord your God giveth them : then
shall ye return unto the land of your posses-

sion, and possess it, which Moses the servant

of the Lord gave you on this side of the Jor-

dan, toward the rising of the sun.

16 T[ And they answered Joshua, saying,

All that thou hast commanded us will we do,

and whithersoever thou wilt send us will we go.

the Mediterranean, on the west. The Israelites did not
possess the full extent of this grant till the time of David.

° "Territory."

—

Sachs, i.e. that within the boundaries.
^ Lit. "Have I not commanded thee?"
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17 Entirely so as we have hearkened unto

Moses, thus will we hearken unto thee; only

tlie Lord thy God be with thee, as he was

with Moses.

18 Every man that doth rebel against thy

order, and will not hearken unto thy words

in all that tliou mayest command him, shall

be put to death; only be strong and of a good

courage.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And Joshua, the son of Nun, had sent'

out from Shittim two men as spies, secretly,

saying, Go ye, view the laud and especially

Jericho; and they went, and^ came unto the

house of a woman, a harlot, whose name was

Rachab, and they lodged*" there.

2 And it Avas told unto the king of Jericho,

saying, Behold, men came in hither this

night, of the children of Israel, to spy out the

country.

3 And the king of Jericho sent to Rachab,

saying, Bring forth the men who are come to

thee, who came to thy house; for, to search

out all the country arc they come.

4 But the woman had taken the two men,

and hidden them; and she said. It is true, the

men came unto me, but I knew not whence
they were.

5 And it came to pass, about the time of

shutting the gate, when it was dark, that the

men went out ; I know not Avhither the men
are gone; pursue ([uickly after them, for ye

can overtake them.

G But she had brought them up to the

roof, and had hidden them among the stalks

of iiax, which she had laid in order upon the

roof.

7 And the men pursued after them, by the

way to the Jordan unto the fords; and the

gate was closed as soon as those who pursued

after them were gone out.

8 But they had not yet laid themselves

down, when she came up unto them upon
the roof

9 And she said unto the men, I know that

• Kaslii comments that Jo.shua sent out the spies during

the time the people mourned for Moses; these men re-

turned then before Joshua gave the command contained

above,!. 11; wherefore the word "had" is supplied, to

indicate that this account properly belongs before the con-

versation given in the concluding verses of the preceding
chapter.

2&8

the Lord hath given j^ou the land, and that

the terror of you hath fallen upon us, and
that all the inhabitants of the land are be-

come faint-hearted, because of you.

10 For we have heard, how the Lord dried

up the waters of the Red Sea before you,

when ye went forth out of Egypt ; and what
ye have done unto the two kings of the

Emorites, who were on the other side of the

Jordan, unto Sichon and 'Og, whom ye have
utterly destrojed.

11 And when we heard this, our heart

melted, and there remained not any more
courage in .any man, because of you; for the

Lord your God" is alone God in the heavens

above, and upon the earth beneath.

12 And now swear, I pra}^ you, unto me
by the Lord, because I have shown you kind-

ness, that ye will also, for your part, show
kindness unto my father's house; and give

me a sure token,

1.3 That ye will preserve the life of my
father, and my mother, and my brothers, and
my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver

our lives from death.

14 And the men said unto her. Our life

shall be (doomed) to death instead of yours,

if ye tell not this our business ; and it shall

be, when the Lord giveth us the land, that

we will show thee kindness and ti'uth.

15 Then she let them down bj- a cord

through the window ; for her house was with-

in the town wall, and within the wall she

dwelt.

10 And she said unto them. Get 3-ou to

the mountain, lest the pursuers meet with
you; and hide yourselves there three days,

until the pursuers be returned ; and afterward

ye may go your way.
17 And the men said unto her. We will be

blameless** of this thy oath wliich thou hast

caused us to swear.

18 Behold, when we come into the land,

this line of scarlet thread shalt thou bind in

the window by which thou hast let us down;
and thy father, and thy mother, and thy

' Lit. "They Lay down."
" This expression, among others found in the Bible,

proves that the heathen nations around Palestine had be-

come familiar with the omnipotence of the Lori>, and
were convinced of the powerlessness of their idols.

*
t'. c. If the conditions subsequently stated should not

be complied with.
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brothers, and all thy father's household, thou

must brmg together unto thee into the house.

19 And it shall be, that whosoever will go

out of the doors of thy house into the street,

his blood shall be upon his head, and we will

be guiltless ; and Avhosoever will remain with

thee in the house, his blood shall be on our

head, if a hand be laid ujion him.

20 And if thou tell this our business, then

will we be free of thy oath which thou hast

caused us to swear.

21 And she said. According unto your

words, so be it; and she dismissed them, and
they departed; and she bound the scarlet line

in the window.
22 And they went, and came unto the

mountain, and they remained there three

days, until the pursuers were returned; and
the pui'suers sought throughout all the way,
but found nothing.

23 And the two men returned, and de-

scended from the mountain, and passed over,

and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and re-

lated to him all the things that had befallen

them.
24 And they said unto Joshua, Truly" the

Lord hath given up into our hand all the

country ; for all the inhabitants of the country

are already become faint-hearted because of

us.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing; and they broke up from Shittim, and
came close to the Jordan, he and all the chil-

dren of Israel; and they lodged there before

they passed over.

2 And it came to pass at the end of three

days, that the officers went through the midst
of the camp.

3 And they commanded the people, say-

ing, When ye see the ark of the covenant of
the Lord your God, and the priests the Le-
vites bearing it, then shall ye break up from
your place, and go after it.

4 Nevertheless there shall be a space be-

tween you and it, of about two thousand cu-

bits by measure; come not near unto it, in

' Philippson translates o with " because," in accord-
ance with many commentators who regard this verse as

the end of the report which the spies brought to Joshua,
which properly concludes with their reason for supposing

order that ye may know the way by whicli

ye must go ; for ye have not passed this way
heretofore.''

5 T[ And Joshua said unto the people,

Sanctify yourselves;" for to-morrow will the

Lord do wonders in the midst of you.

6 And Joshua said unto the priests, as fol-

loweth. Take up the ark of the covenant, and
pass over before the peojile. And they took
up the ark of the covenant, and went before

the people.

7 T[ And the Lord said unto Joshua, This
day Avill I begin to make thee great in the

eyes of all Israel, that they may know that,

as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee.

8 And thou shalt command the priests that

bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When
ye are come to the brink of the water of the

Jordan, ye shall stand still in the Jordan.

9 ^ And Joshua said unto the children of

Israel, Approach hither, and hear the words
of the Lord your God.

10 And Joshua said. Hereby shall ye know
that the living God is in the midst of you,
and that he will without fail drive out from
before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites,

and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the

Girgashites, and the Emorites, and the Jebu-
sites.

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the

Lord of all the earth passeth over before you
into the Jordan.

12 And now take yourselves twelve men
out of the tribes of Israel, one man each out of
every tribe.

13 And it shall come to pass, that as soon
as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear
the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth,

shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the
waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, namely,
the waters that come down from above ; and
they shall stand up as a wall.

14 ^ And it came to pass, when the people

broke up from their tents, to pass over the

Jordan, and the priests the bearers of the ark
of the covenant were before the people

;

15 And as they that bore the ark were
come up to the Jordan, and the feet of the

that the conquest would be easy, both from natural causes

and the divine aid.

"• Heb. " Since yesterday and the day before yesterday."
° "Be ready."

—

Sachs.
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priests that bore the ark were dipped in

the edge of the water, (the Jordan, however,

had overflowed all its banks all the time of

harvest,)

IG That the waters which came down from

above stood still and rose up as a Avail, very

fiir* from the city Adam, which is beside Zare-

than ; and those that ran dovni toward the

sea of the plain, the salt sea, failed,** were cut

off; and the people passed over opposite to

Jericho.

17 And the priests that bore the ark of the

covenant of the Lord stood firm" on dry

ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all

the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until

all the people had finished passing over the

Jordan.

CHAPTER IV.

1 And it came to pass, when all the peo-

ple had finished passing over the Jordan,

T[ That the Lord said unto Joshua, as fol-

loweth,

2 Take yourselves twelve men out of the

people, one man each out of every tribe,

3 And command ye them, saying. Take
yourselves hence out of the midst of the Jor-

dan, out of the place where the priests' feet

stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry

them oAcr with you, and leave them in the

lodging-place, where ye will lodge this night.

4 ^ Then Joshua called the twelve men,
whom he had appointed out of the children

of Israel, one man each out of every tribe:

5 And Joshua said unto them. Pass over

before the ark of the Lord your God into the

midst of the Jordan, and take yourselves up
every man one stone upon his shoulder, accord-

ing unto the number of the tribes of the chil-

dren of Israel

;

G In order that this may be a sign among
you, when your children ask in time to come,

saying, What mean ye by these stones?

7 That ye shall answer them, That the

waters of the Jordan were cut off before the

ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it

passed over the Jordan, the waters of the

Jordan were cut ofl'; and these stones shall

' i. e. Very far from the point of transit.

* "Disappeared entirely."

—

Sachs. Whichever way we
render imoj nn it means that the water, having ceased to

flow from above, left the bed below the spot indicated

entirely dry.
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be for a memorial unto the children of Israel

for ever.

8 And the children of Israel did so as

Joshua had commanded; and they took up
twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan,

as the Lord had s2)oken unto Joshua, accord-

ing to the number of the tribes of the chil-

dren of Israel; and they carried them over

with them unto the place where they lodged,

and laid them down there.

9 Twelve stones also did Joshua set up in

the midst of Jordan, on the spot where the

feet of the priests who bore the ark of the

covenant had stood : and they have remained
there unto this day.

10 But the priests who bore the ark

stood in the midst of the Jortian, until every

thing was finished that the Lord had com-
manded Joshua to speak unto the people, ac-

cording to all that Moses had commanded
Joshua; and the people hastened and passed

over.

11 And it came to pass, when all the peo-

ple had finished passing over, that the ark of

the Lord passed over with the priests in the

presence of the people.'*

12 And the children of Eeiibcn, and the

cliildren of Gad, and the half tribe of Menas-

seh, passed over armed before the children

of Israel, as Moses had spoken unto them;
1.3 About forty thousand ready armed for

war," did they pass over before the Lord unto

battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14 Tl On that day the Lord made Joshua

great in the eyes of all Israel ; and they feared

him. as they had feared Moses, all the days of

his life.

15 ^ And the Lord said unto Joshua, as

foUoweth,

16 Command the priests that bear the ark

of the testimony, that they come up out of the

Jordan.

17 And Joshua commanded the priests,

saying. Come ye up out of the Jordan.

18 And it came to pass, when the priests

that bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord
were come up out of the midst of the Jordan,

the soles of the feet of the priests were lifted

• "In good order."

—

Jonathan and Uashi.
• Rashi; Redak and others, " Before the people," which

means that these waited on the shore till the priests came
up, and passed on before them.

• Lit. " Armed for the army.
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up unto the dry land, that the waters of

tlie Jordan returned unto their place, and
flowed over all its banks, as on the preceding

days.

19 And the people came up out of the Jor-

dan on the tenth day of the first month, and
encamped in Gilgal, on the extreme eastern

border of Jericho.

.

20 And those twelve stones, which they

had taken out of the Jordan, did Joshua set

up in Gilgal.

21 And he said unto the cliildren of Israel,

thus. When your children shall ask in time

to come their fathers, saying. What mean
these stones?

22 Then shall ye let your children know,
saying. On dry land did Israel pass over this

Jordan

;

23 That the Lord your God dried up the

waters of the Jordan from before you, until

ye Avere passed ovei", as the Lord your God
did to the Red Sea, which he dried up from
before us, until we were gone over;

24 In order that all the nations of the

earth may know the hand of the Lord, that

it is mighty; in order that ye may fear the

Lord your God all the days.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And it came to pass, when all the

kings of the Emorites, who were on the side

of the Jordan westward, and all the kings of

the Canaanites, who were by the sea, heard
that the Lord had dried up the waters of the

Jordan from before the children of Israel, un-

til they were passed over, that their heart melt-

ed, and there remained no more any spirit in

them, because of the children of Israel.

2 ^ At that time the Lord said unto
Joshua, Make thee sharp knives," and circum-
cise again*" the children ofIsrael the second time.

3 And Joshua made himself sharp knives,

and circumcised the cliildren of Israel at the
hill of Araloth.

4 And this is the cause why Joshua did
circumcise : All the people that came out of

Egypt, the males, all the men of war, died in

the wilderness on the way, after their going
forth out of Egypt.

•Others, "knives of sharp stones."
^ i. e. Restore circumcision, which had been omitted for

some time.

5 For all the people that came out were
cii'cumcised ; but all the people born in the
wilderness on the way at their going forth

out of Egypt, they had not circumcised.

6 For during forty years the children of
Israel wandered in the wilderness, till there

was an end of all the people, the men of war,
who were come out of Egypt, who had not
obeyed the voice of the Lord ; unto whom the
Lord had sworn that he would not let them
see the land, which the Lord had sworn unto
their fathers that he would give unto us, a
land flowing with milk and honey.

7 But their children he raised up in their

stead; these did Joshua circumcise; for they
were uncircumcised, because they had not
circumcised them on the way.

8 And it came to pass, when the whole
people had all been circumcised, that they
abode in their places in the camp till they
were healed.

9 ][ And the Lord said unto Joshua, This
day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt
from off you. And he called the name of the

place Gilgal" unto this day.

10 And the children of Israel encamped in

Gilgal, and they prepared the passover-offering

on the fourteenth day of the month at evening
in the plains of Jericho.

11 And they ate of the corn of the land on
the morrow after the jiassover-oflfering, un-

leavened cakes and parched corn, on the self-

same day.

12 And the manna ceased on the morrow
after they had eaten of the corn of the land

;

and the children of Israel had not any more
manna ; but they did eat of the product of

the land of Canaan during that year.

13 ][ And it came to pass, Avlien Joshua
was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and, behold, a man was standing over
against him with his sword drawn in his

hand; and Joshua went unto him, and said

to him. Art thou for us, or for our adversaries ?

14 And he said, No; for I am a captain of

the host of the Lord ; now am I come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed
himself, and said to him, What doth my lord

speak unto his servant ?

° From SSj galole, " to roll." The meaning of the verse

is probably, that now, as they had entered Palestine, the

reproach that they would not do so was removed.
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15 And the captain of the Lord's host said

unto Joshua, Put off thy shoe from off thy

foot; for the place whereon thou standest is

holy. And Joshua did so.

CHAPTER VI.

1 Now Jericho was shut up, and barred

up, because of the children of Israel; no one

went out, and no one came in.

2 ^ And the Lord said unto Joshua, See,

I have given into thy hand Jericho, and its

king, even the mighty men of valour.

3 And ye shall compass the city, all the

men of wai", going round about the city once.

Thus shalt thou do six days.

4 And seven priests shall bear before the

ark seven cornets of rams' horns; and on the

seventh day shall ye compass the city seven

times, and the priests shall blow with the

cornets.

And it shall come to pass, that when
they blow a long blast with the ram's horn,

when ye hear the sound of the cornet, all the

people shall utter a great shout; and the wall

of tlie city shall fall down fiat," and the peo-

ple shall ascend up exevy man straight before

him.

G And Joshua the son of Nun called the

priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark

of the covenant, and let seven priests bear

seven comets of rams' horns before the ark of

the Lord.

7 And he said unto the people. Pass on,

and compass the city, and let the armed men
pass on l)efore the ark of the Lord.

8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had
spoken unto the peojile, that the seven priests

bearing the seven cornets of rams' horns before

the LoiU), passed on and blew with the cor-

nets; and the ark of the covenant of the

Lord followed them.

'J And the anned men went before the

priests that blew with the comets, and the

rereward came after the ark, going on, and
blowing'' with the comets.

10 And Joshua had commanded the peo-

ple, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor let your
voice be heard, neither shall any word pro-

ceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid

you, Shout; and then shall ye shout.

• Lit. " Under itself."

' I. e. The priests; "and the priests went on and blew,"

11 So the ark of the Lord compassed the
city, going round it once : and they came into

the camp, and lodged in the camp.
12 ^f And Joshua rose early in the morn-

ing, and the priests took up the ark of the

Lord.

13 And seven priests bearing seven cornets

of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord
went on continually, and blew with the cor-

nets; and the amied men went before them;
and the rereward came after the ark of the

Lord, going on, and blowing with the cor-

nets.

14 And they compassed the city on the

second day once, and returned into the camp

;

so did they six days.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day,

that they rose early about the dawning of

the day, and compassed the city after this

manner seven times : only on that day they

compassed the city seven times.

IG And it came to pass at the seventh

time, when the priests blew with the cornets,

Joshua said mito the people. Shout; for the

Lord hath given ^-ou the city.

17 And the city shall be devoted, it, and
all that is therein, to the Lord; only Rachab
the harlot shall live, she and all that are with

her hi the house; because she did hide the

messengers that we sent.

18 But ye, keep yourselves from the devot-

ed things, lest ye devote and yet take of the

devoted things, and make the camp of Israel

a curse, and trouble it.

19 And all the silver, and gold, and ves-

sels of copper and iron, shall be holy unto the

Lord; into the treasury of the Lord shall

they come.

20 So the people shouted, when they blew
with the comets; and it came to pass, when
the people heard the sound of the cornet, the

people uttered a great shout, and the wall fell

do^vn flat, and the people went up into the

city, every man straight before him, and they

captured the city.

21 And they utterly destroyed all that was
in the city, both man and woman, young and
old, and ox, and lamb, and ass, with the edge

of the sword.

22 But unto the two men that had spied

Jonathan; and it then means that the whole army moved
on amid the sound of the cornets blown by the priests.
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out the country, Joshua said, Go into the

house of the woman, the harlot, and bring

out thence the woman, and all belonging to

her, as ye have sworn unto her.

23 And the 3'oung men, the spies, went in,

and brought out Rachab, and her father, and
her mother, and her brothers, and all belong-

ing to her ; and they brought out all her kin-

dred," and they left them without'* the camp
of Israel.

24 And the city they burnt with fire, and all

that was therein ; only the silver, and the gold,

and the vessels of copper and of iron, they

put into the treasury of the house of the Lord.

25 And Rachab the harlot did Joshua save

alive, and her father's household, and all be-

longing to her; and she dwelt in the midst

of Israel even unto this day ; because she had
hidden the messengers, Avhom Joshua had sent

to spy out Jericho.

26 ^ And Joshua adjured (the people) at

that time, saying. Cursed be the man before

the Lord, that will rise up and build this

city Jericho ; with" his first-born shall he lay

its foundation, and with his youngest shall

he set up its gates.

27 ^ And the Lord was with Joshua; and
his fame was spread throughout all the

country.

CHAPTER VII.

But the children of Israel committed a

trespass on the devoted things; for 'Achan,

the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the

son of Zerach, of the ti'ibe of Judah, took

of the devoted things : and the anger of the

Lord was kindled against the children of

Israel.

2 ^ And Joshua sent men from Jericho to

'Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east

side of Beth-el, and said unto them, thus. Go
up and spy out the country. And the men
went up and spied out 'Ai.

3 And they returned to Joshua, and said

unto him. Let not all the people go up; but

let about two or three thousand men go up
and smite 'Ai; do not fatigue all the people

(to go) thither; for they are but few.

4 So there went up thither of the people

Heb. " families."

Because she had not yet renounced idols.

—

Kimchi.
Meaning that the first-bom shall die when he lays

about three thousand men ; and they fled be-

fore the men of 'Ai.

5 And the men of 'Ai smote of them about

thirty and six men; and they chased them
from before the gate unto the stone-quarries,

and smote them on the declivity (of the hill
;)

wherefore the heart of the people melted,

and became as water.

6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell

upon his face to the earth before the ark of

the Lord until the evening, he with the

elders of Israel, and they put dust upon their

head.

7 And Joshua said, Alas, Lord Eternal,

wherefore hast thou caused this people to pass

over the Jordan, to deliver us into the hand
of the Emorites, to destroy us ? and oh ! that

we had been content, and dwelt on the other

side of the Jordan

!

8 I pray thee, Lord, what shall I say,

since Israel have turned their back before

their enemies

!

9 And when the Canaanites and all the

inhabitants of the land will hear of it, they

will euvii'on us round, and cut off our name
from the earth; and what wilt thou do for

thy great name ?

10 ^And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee

up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?

11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also

transgressed my covenant which I have com-
manded them; and they have also taken of

the devoted things, and have also stolen, and
have also dissembled, and they have also put

it into their own vessels.

12 Therefore will the children of Israel not

be able to stand up before their enemies, their

back will they turn before their enemies, be-

cause they have become accursed ; I will not

be any more with you, except ye destroy the

accursed from among you.

13 Rise up, sanctify the people, and say.

Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow; for

thus saith the Lord God of Israel, An accursed

thing is in the midst of thee, Israel; thou

shalt not be able to stand up before thy ene-

mies, until ye have taken away the accursed

from among you.

14 And ye shall be brought near"* in the

the foundation, and when the gates are hung the whole

family shall cease with the death of the youngest.
^

i. e. Be brought to the entrance of the tabernacles.
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morning according to your tribes : and it shall
]

be, that tlie tribe which the Lord will seize']

sliall come near according to its families; and

the liiniily whicli tlie Lord shall seize shall

come near l)y households; and the household

wliic-h the Lord shall seize shall come near

l)y its men.
lo And it shall be, that he tliat is seized

with the accursed thing shall be burnt with

fire, he and all that he hath; because he hath

transgressed the covenant of the Lord, and

because he hath wrought wickedness in Israel.

IG ^ So Joshua rose up early in tlie morn-

ing, and brought Israel near by their tribes,

and tlie tribe of Judali was seized;

17 And he brought near the family of

Judah, and he seized the family of the Zarch-

ites ; and he brought near the family of the

Zarchites by its men, and Zalidi was seized;

18 And he brought near his household by
its men, and 'Achan, the son of Canni, the

son of Zabdi, the son of Zerach, of the tribe

of Judah, was seized.

19 And Joshua said unto 'Achan, My son,

give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord, the God
of Israel, and make confession unto liim ; and

tell me, I pray thee, wdiat thou hast done;

hide notliing from me.

20 And Achan answered Joshua, and said,

Truly ! I have indeed sinned against the Lord

the God of Israel, and thus and thus have I

done

:

21 I saw among the spoil a handsome
Babylonish*' mantle, and two hundred shekels

of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels

in weight, and I coveted them, and took them

;

and, Ijehold, they are hidden in the earth in

the midst of my tent, with the silver beneath

the same.

22 Joshua thereupon sent messengers, and

they ran unto the tent ; and, behold, it was

hidden in his tent, and the silver beneath it.

23 And they took them out of the midst

of the tent, and l)rought them unto Joshua,

and unto all the children of Isniel, and they

laid"" them out before the Lord.

24 And Joshua took 'Achan the son of

• By the lot.

'
i;'Jt!' rcns " a splendid or costly robe of Shinar," the

plain in wliicb Babylon stood. Bocbart and Caliiiet have

Zerach, and the silver, and the mantle, and
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his

daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and
his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had,

and all Israel were with him, and they brought

them up'' unto the valley of 'Achor.

25 And Joshua said, How hast thou trou-

bled us! so shall the Lord trouble thee this

day. And all Israel stoned him Avith stones,

and burnt them with fire, after they had
stoned" them with stones.

2G And they raised over him a great heap
of stones (which is) unto this day; and the

Lord turned from the fierceness of his anger.

Wherefore the name of that place was called,

The valley of 'Achor,' unto this day.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear

not, neither be thou dismayed : take with thee

all the people of war, and arise, go up to 'Ai

;

see, I have given into thy hand the king of

'Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land.

2 And thou shalt do to 'Ai and to its king

as thou hast done unto Jericho and its king;

only its spoil and its cattle shall ye take for

booty unto yourselves ; but lay thee an ambush
for the city in its rear.

3 So Joshua arose, and all the people of

war, to go up against 'Ai : and Joshua chose

out thirty thousand mighty men of valour,

and sent them away by night.

4 And he commanded them, saying. Be-

hold, ye shall lie in wait against the city, in

the rear of the city
;
go not very far from the

city; and be ye all ready;

5 And I, and all the people that are with

me, will approach unto the city; and it shall

come to pass that, when they come out against

us, as at the first time, we will fiee before them

;

G And they will come out after us till we
have drawn them from the city; for they will

say, They liee before us as at the iirst time;

and we will fiee Ijelbre them.

7 And then ye shall rise up from the am-

bush, and take possession of the city; and the

Lord jour God will deliver it in into your hand.

'' Probably it was necessary to go up a hill before they

could approach the valley.

^
' The cattle belonging to hiui, and all his effects, were

shown at large that""Babylonish robes were very splendid, j' burnt; both children and friends were no doubt merely

and in high reputation.
H
brought out to sec the punishment.

• Heb. "poured." II
' That is, trouble.
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8 And it shall be, that as soon as ye have
seized the city, ye shall set the city on fire;

according to the word of the Lord shall ye
do; see, I have commanded you.

9 And Joshua sent them off: and they

went to lie in ambush, and remained be-

tween Beth-el and 'Ai, on the west side of

'Ai; but Joshua lodged that night among
the people.

10 ]| And Joshua rose up early in the

morning, and numbered the people, and went
up, he and the elders of Israel, before the

people, toward 'Ai.

11 And all the people" of war that were
with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came
opposite the city, and encamped on the north

side of 'Ai ; and the valley was between them
and 'Ai.

12 And he took about five thousand men,''

and set them as an ambush between Beth-el

and 'Ai, on the west side of 'Ai.

13 And the people, all the camp that was
on the north of the city, and its ambush on
the west of the city got ready f and Joshua
went that night into the midst of the valley.

14 And it came to pass, when the king of

'Ai saw this, the men of the city hastened

and rose up early, and went out against Israel

to battle, he and all his people, at the time
appointed, before the plain; but he knew not
that there was an ambush against him in the
rear of the city.

15 And Joshua and all Israel feigned them-
selves beaten before them, and fled by the

way of the wilderness.

16 And all the people that were in 'Ai

were called together to pursue after them;
and they pursued after Joshua, and were
drawn away from the city.

17 And thex'e was not a man left in 'Ai or

Beth-el, that went not out after Israel; and
they left the city open, and pursued after

Israel.

18 ]{ And the Lord said unto Joshua,
Stretch out the spear* that is in thy hand to-

ward 'Ai ; for into thy hand will I give it.

And Joshua stretched out the spear which
was in his hand toward the city.

19 And the ambush arose quickly out of

* nonSan oyn stands for "the people, who were ay the
people of war;" our text gives the sense merely.

'' Rashi thinks that this means a second ambush nearer
the city than the first; else it should be "had taken."

21

their place, and they ran* as soon as he
stretched out his hand; and they entered into

the city, and took jDossession of it, and hast-

ened and set the city on fire.

20 And the men of 'Ai turned (and looked)

behind them, and they saw, and, behold, the

smoke of the city ascended up to heaven ; and
they had no power to flee this way or that

way; and the people that had fled to the wil-

derness turned back upon the pursuers.

21 For when Joshua and all Israel saw
that the ambush had seized the city, and that
the smoke of the city ascended : they turned
back, and smote the men of 'Ai.

22 And the others issued out of the city

against them ; so that the Israelites had them
in the middle, some on this side, and some on
that side; and they smote them, until there

was not left of them one that remained or

escaped.

23 And the king of 'Ai they caught alive,

and brought him to Joshua.

24 And it came to pass, that when Israel

had made an end of slaying all the inhabit-

ants of 'Ai in the field, in the wilderness

wherein they had pursued them, and when
they were all fallen by the edge of the sword,

until they Avere consumed,

^ All the Israelites returned unto 'Ai, and
smote it with the edge of the sword.

25 And (the number of) all that fell in

that day, both of men and women, "vyas twelve
thousand, all the people of 'Ai.

26 And Joshua drew not back his hand,
wherewith he had stretched out the spear,

until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabit-

ants of 'Ai.

27 Only the cattle and the spoil of that

city Israel took as booty unto themselves, ac-

cording to the word of the Lord which he
had commanded Joshua.

28 And Joshua burnt 'Ai, and made it a
ruinous heaj) of desolation for ever, even unto
this da}^,

29 And the king of 'Ai he hanged on a

tree until eventide ; and at the going down of

the sun, Joshua commanded, and they took

his carcass down from the tree and cast it at

the entrance of the city gate, and they raised

° oyrt ID'E'-I. This means preparing for an attack near
the wall to fight.

—

Rashi.
'' This means the spear on which was the banner.

—

MiCHLOL YoPHi. But Philippson gives "javelin."
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over him a great; heap of stones, (whicli is)

even unto this day.

30 T[
Then did Joshua build an altar unto

the LoKD, the God of Israel on mount 'Ebal,

31 As Moses the servant of the Loud had

commanded the children of Israel, as it is

written in the book of the law of Moses," an

altar of whole stones, over which no one hath

lifted up an}' iron tool; and they offered

thereon burnt-offerings unto the Lord, and

sacrificed peace-offerings.

32 And he wrote there upon the stones a

copy of the law of Moses, which he'' wrote in

the presence of the childi'en of Israel.

33 And all Israel, and their elders, and

the officers, and their judges, stood on this

side and on that side of the ark, opposite the

priests the Lcvitcs, who bore the ark of the

covenant of the Lord, the stranger no less

than the native born; half of them turned

toward mount Gerizim, and the other half of

them turned toward mount 'Ebal; as Moses

the servant of the Lord had commanded, to

bless the people of Israel at first."

34 And afterward he read all the words

of the law, the blessing and the curse, all,

just as it is written in the book of the

law.

35 There was not a word of all that Moses

had commanded, which Joshua did not read

before all the congregation of Israel, with the

women, and the little ones, and the stranger

that walked in the midst of them.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^[ And it came to pass, when all the

kings which were on this side of the Jordan,

in the mountain, and in the lowlands, and in

all the coast of the great sea opposite Leba-

non, the Hittites, and the Emorites, the Car

naanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the

Jebusites, heard this,

2 That they assembled themselves all to-

gether, to fight with Joshua and with Israel,

with one accord;

3 ^ And when the inhabitants of Gib'on

* Dcut. xsvii. f), 6.

* " Which he (Moses) had prescribed to the," &c.

—

Sachs.
" Some explain, " first to bless, and then to pronounce

the curse." (Dout. xxviii.) Others, "the first time."
" The word "also" Ilcrxheimer refers to the manner

in which 'Ai wa.s taken, by stratagem, n'oyi rendered
20G

heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho

and unto 'Ai,

4 They also^ did work wilily, and went
and feigned to be messengers, and took old

sacks for their asses, and wine-bottles, old,

and rent, and boimd up;

5 And (put) old and patched-up shoes

upon their feet, and old garments upon them-
selves; and all the bread of their provision

was dry and mouldy.

C And they went to Joshua unto the camp
at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men
of Israel, We are come from a far-off country;

and now make ye a covenant with us.

7 And the men^ of Israel said unto the
Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell in the midst
of us; and how can we make a covenant with
you?

8 And they said unto Joshua, We are thy
servants. And Joshua said unto them. Who
are yc? and whence come ye?

9 And they said unto him. From a very
far-off country are thy servants come, because
of the name of the Lord thy God; for we
have heard his fame, and all that he hath
done in Egypt;

10 And all that he hath done to the two
kings of the Emorites, that were beyond
the Jordan, to Sichon king of Cheshbon,
and to 'Og king of Bashaii, who was at

'Ashtaroth.

11 Wherefore our elders and all the in-

habitants of our country said to us, as folloAV-

eth. Take provisions with you' for the jour-

ney, and go to meet them, and say unto them.
Your servants are we; and now make ye with
us a covenant.

12 This our bread we took hot for our
provision out of our houses on the. day we
came forth to go unto you ; and now, behold,

it is dry, and it is become mouldy

:

13 And these wine-bottles, Avhich we filled,

when ncAv,—behold, are now become rent;

and these our garments and our shoes are be-

come old by reason of the very long journey.

14 And the men took of their provisions.

here in accordance with Eashi, is given b)' I'hilippson

and Herxhcimer with "and commenced their journey-

ing," from the Arabic ixy "to go."—The wine-bottles in

the East are made of skins, which naturally crack from age.

' Lit. "Tiie man of Israel;" and so "lue," "1," no

doubt referring to Joshua as speaking for Israel.

' Heb. "In your hand."
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but the decision of the Lord they did not

ask.

15 And Joshua made peace with them,
and made a covenant with them, to let them
live; and the princes of the congregation

swore unto them.

16 And it came to pass at the end of three

days after they had made a covenant with
them, that they heard that they were their

neighbours, and that they dwelt in the midst
of them.

17 And the childi'en of Israel broke up,

and came unto their cities on the third day;

and their cities were Gib'on, and Kejihirah,

and Beeroth, and Kiryath-ye'arim.

18 And the children of Israel smote them
not; because the princes of the congregation

had sworn unto them by the Lord, the God
of Israel ; but all the congregation murmured
against the princes.

19 And all the princes said unto all the

congregation, We have sworn unto them by
the Lord the God of Israel; and now we
cannot touch them.

20 This* will we do to them, and we will

let them live, that there be no wrath upon
us, on account of the oath which we have
sworn unto them.

21 And the princes said unto them. Let
them live ; and they became hewers of wood
and drawers of water unto all the congrega-

tion; as the princes had spoken mito them.
22 T[ And Joshua called for them, and he

spoke unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye
deceived us, saying, We are very far from
you ; whereas ye dwell in the midst of us ?

23 And now l^e ye cursed, and there shall

not cease to be* of you servants and hewers of

wood and drawers of water for the house of

my God.
24 And they answered Joshua, and said,

Because it was certainly told thy servants,

how that the Lord thy God had commanded
his servant Moses to give unto you all the
land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the
land from before you ; wherefore we were sore

afraid for our lives because of you, and we
have done this thing.

• Keferring to next verse. The condition is not express-
ed, but can easily be inferred, that the employment of the
Gib'onites was in accordance therewith.

" I. e. " You shall be always servants," &c. "Unto all

25 And now, behold, we are in thy hand;

as it seemeth good and right in thy eyes to

do unto us, so do.

26 And he did unto them thus ; and he de-

livered them out of the hand of the children

of Israel, and they slew them not.

27 And Joshua appointed them on that day
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the

congregation, and for the altar of the Lord,

even unto this day, for the place which he
should choose.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ Now it came to pass, when Adoni-
zedek the kmg of Jerusalem heard that Joshua
had captured 'Ai, and had utterly destroyed it

;

(that) as he had done to Jericho and its king,

so had he done to Ai and its king; and that

the inhabitants of Gib'on had made peace with
Israel, and were in the midst of them

:

2 That they were greatly afraid; because

Gib'on was a great city, like one of the royal

cities, and because it was greater than 'Ai,

and all the men thereof were mighty.

3 Therefore Adoni-zedek the king of Je-

rusalem sent unto Hoham the king of Hebron,
and unto Piram the king of Yannuth, and
unto Yaphia' the king of Lachish, and unto
Debir the king of 'Eglon, saying,

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we
may smite Gib'on; for it hath made peace

with Joshua and with the children of Israel.

5 And the five kings of the Emorites, the

king ofJerusalem, the king ofHebron, the king
of Yarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king
of 'Eglon, assembled themselves together, and
went up, they and all their camps, and en-

camped before Gib'on, and made war against it.

6 And the men of Gib'on sent unto Joshua
to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Do not with-

draw thy hand from thy servants ; come up to

us quickly, and save us, and help us; for all

the kings of the Emorites that dwell in the

mountains are assembled together against us.

7 And Joshua went up from Gilgal, he, and
all the people of Avar with him, and all the

mighty men of valour.

8 Tl And the Lord said unto Joshua, Be not

the congregation," of verse 21, would seem therefore to be
limited here "for the temple service," in lieu of the peo-

ple, who should hereafter not perform these peculiar

functions.
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afraid of them; for into thy hand have I de-

livered them; there shall not stand a man of

them before thee.

9 And Joshua came unto them suddenly;

the whole night he went up from Gilgal.

10 And the Lord brought them in confu-

sion before Israel, and smote^ them with a

great slaughter at Gib'on, and pursued them
by the way of the ascent to Beth-choi'on, and
smote them uj) to 'Azekah, and up to Mak-
kedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from
before Israel, while they were in the declivity

of Beth-choron, that the Lord cast down upon
them great stones from heaven, up to 'Azekah,

and they died; there were more who died by
means of the hailstones than those whom the

children of Israel had slain with the sword.

12 ^ Then spoke Joshua to the Lord on
the day when the Lord delivered up the

Emorites before the children of Israel, and
he said before the eyes of Israel, Sun, stand''

thou still upon Gib'on ; and thou, Moon, in the

valley of Ayalon.

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon
stayed, until the people had avenged them-
selves upon their enemies. Is not this writ-

ten in the book of Yasher? And" the sun
stood still in the midst of the heavens, and
hastened not to go down about a whole da3\

14 And there was no day like that before

it or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto
the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for

Israel.

15 ^ And Joshua returned, and all Israel

with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

16 But these five kings fled, and hid them-
selves in the cave at Makkedah.

17 And it was told to Joshua, saying. The
five kings have been found hidden in the cave
at Makkedah.

IS And Joshua said, Roll great stones to

the jnouth of the cave, and set men over it

to guard them

;

19 But you, do ye not stay, pursue after

'
i'. e. Israel.

' A living writer in the Engli.sh Jewish paper explains
this passage, that Joshua commanded the sun not to shed
his light, but to be obscured, DT " silent," so that the moon
appeared ; and only when the darkness was cleared up,
which was at midday, the .sun reappeared, as natural, in

the midst of heaven, and then set at the clo.se of day.
If this exposition be correct, the only miracle was that the

208

your enemies, and smite the hindmost of
them;* suffer them not to enter into their

cities; for the Lord your God hath delivered

them into your hand.

20 And it came to pass, when Joshua and
the children of Israel had made an end of
smiting them with a very great defeat, till

they were all spent, and those that escaped
had fled from them and entered into the forti-

fied cities;

21 That all the people returned to the

camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace: no
one pointed against any* of the children of
Israel his tongue.

22 Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of

the cave, and bring out unto me those five

kings out of the cave.

2o And they did so, and bi'ought forth

unto him those five kings out of the cave, the

king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the

king of Yarmuth, the king of Lachish, the

king of 'Eglon.

24 And it came to pass, when they brought

out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua
called for all the men of Israel, and said unto

the chiefs of the men of war who had gone

with him. Come near, put your feet upon the

necks of these kings. And they came near,

and put their feet upon their necks.

25 And Joshua said unto them. Fear not,

nor be dismayed, be strong and of good
courage; for thus will the Lord do imto all

your enemies against whom ye fight.

26 And Joshua smote them aftenvard, and
slew them, and hanged them on five trees;

and they remained hanging upon the trees

until the evening.

27 And it came to pass at the time of the

going down of the sun, that Joshua command-
ed, and they took them down from the trees,

and cast them into the cave wherein they had
been hidden; and they placed great stones

upon the mouth of the cave, (which remain)

even until this very day.

28 T[ And Joshua captured Makkedah that

sun was obscured at the moment it was needed for Israel

to pursue their enemies in the dari: Ingenious as it is,

it is not in consonance with the received opinion.

° Some suppose that these words are literally fjuotcd

from the book of Yasher.
'' "Assail them in the rear."—S.^cns.

• This has been rendered as though the text read

hK^iff' ':2-2 cnS. (See also Esod. xi. 7.)
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day, and smote it with the edge of the sword,

and its king he devoted, them, and all the souls

that were therein; he left none that escaped;

and he did to the king of Makkedah as he
had done unto the king of Jericho.

29 ^ Then did Joshua, and all Israel with
him, pass from Makkedah unto Libnah; and
he fought against Libnah;

30 And the Lord dehvered it also into the

hand of Israel, with its kuig; and he smote it

with the edge of the sword, and all the souls

that were therein ; he left none in it that es-

caped; and he did unto its king as he had
done unto the king of Jericho.

31 ^ And Joshua, and all Israel with
him, passed from Libnah unto Lachish, and
encamped against it, and fought against it

;

32 And the Lord delivered Lachish into

the hand of Israel ; and he captured it on the

second day, and smote it with the edge of the

sword, and all the souls that were therein;

just as he had done to Libnah.

33 ^ Then came up Horani the king of

Gezer to help Lachish ; and Joshua smote him
and his people, until he had left him none
that escaped.

34 T[ And Joshua and all Israel with him
passed from Lachish unto 'Eglon; and they
encamped against it, and fought against it;

35 And they captured it on that day, and
smote it with the edge of the sword; and all

the souls that were therein he devoted on that

day, just as he had done to Lachish.

36 ^ And Joshua and all Israel with him
went up from 'Eglon unto Hebron; and they
fought against it;

37 And they captured it, and smote it with
the edge of the sword, and its king, and all

its cities, and all the souls that were therein;

he left none that escaped, just as he had done
to 'Eglon; and he devoted it, and all the
souls that were therein.

38 ^ And Joshua and all Israel with him
returned to Debir; and fought against it;

39 And he captured it, and its king, and
all its cities; and they smote them with the
edge of the sword, and devoted all the souls

that were therein ; he left none that escaped

;

as he had done to Hebron, so did he to Debir
and to its king; and as he had done to Lib-

nah and to its king.

' A district in the mountain of Judah.
"" This is rendered by the Targum " sea-water ditches,"

40 ^ And Joshua .smote all the country,
the mountain, and the south, and the low-
lands, and the declivities, and all their

kings ; he left none that escaped ; and all that
breathed he utterly destroyed, as the Lord,
the God of Israel had commanded.
41 And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-

barneii' even unto 'Gazza, and all the country
of Goshen,* even up to Gib'on.

42 And all these kings and their land did
Joshua capture at one time ; because the Lord,
the God of Israel fought for Israel.

43 And Joshua returned, and all Israel

with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

CHAPTER XI.

1 ^ And it came to pass, that when Yabin
the king of Chazor heard these things, he sent

to Yobab the kmg of Madon and to the king
of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph,

2 And to the kings that were at the north,

on the mountains, and in the plains, south of

Kinneroth, and in the lowlands, and in the
district of Dor on the west.

3 To the Canaanites on the east and on
the west, and to the Emorites, and the Hit^

tites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in

the mountains, and to the Hivites under Cher-
mon in the land of Mizpah.

4 And they went out, they and all their

camps with them, much people, even as

the sand that is upon the sea-shore in mul-
titude, and with very many horses and cha-

riots.

5 And all these kings assembled them-
selves together, and they came and encamped
together at the Avaters of Merom, to fight

against Isi-ael.

G ^ And the Lord said unto Joshua, Be
not afraid because of them; for to-morrow
about this time will I give all of them up
slain before Israel: their horses shalt thou
hamstring and their chariots shalt thou burn
with fire.

7 And Joshua and all the people of war
with him came upon them by the waters of

Merom suddenly; and they fell upon them.
8 And the Lord delivered them into the

hand of Israel, who smote them, and j^ursued

them unto great Zidon, and unto Missrephoth-

mayim,*" and unto the valley of Mizpeh east-

which Rashi supposes were made to draw off the sea-

water, which evaporating, was converted into salt. Others
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ward ; and they smote, them, until they left

them none that escaped.

9 And Joshua did unto them as the Lord

had said unto him: their horses he ham-

stringed and their chariots he burnt with fire.

10 ^[ And Joshua at that time turned back,

and captured Chazor, and its kings he smote

with the sword; for Chazor aforetimes was
tlie head of all these kingdoms.

11 And they smote all the souls that were

therein Avith the edge of the sword, and de-

voted them ; there was not left any one hav-

ing breath ; and Chazor he burnt with fire.

12 And all the cities of these kings, and all

their kings, did Joshua capture, and he smote

them with the edge of the sword, and he de-

voted them, as Moses the servant of the Lord
had commanded.

1.3 But as for the cities that had been left

standing in their strength," these did Israel

not burn; save Chazor only did Joshua

burn.

14 And all the spoil of these cities, and

the cattle, did the children of Israel take as

boot}' unto themselves ; but all the men they

smote with the edge of the sword, until they

had destroyed them ; they left not any that

had breath.

15 As the Lord had commanded Moses

his servant, so did Moses command Joshua,

and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone
of all that the Lord had commanded Moses.

10 And Joshua took all that land, the

mountain, and all the south country, and all

the land of Goshen, and the lowlands, and the

plain, and the mountam of Israel, and its

lowlands;

17 From the bald mountain that goeth up
to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of

Lebanon under mount Chermon ; and all their

kings he captured, and smote them, and slew

them.

18 A long time did Joshua make war with

all these kings.

19 There was not a city that made peace

with the children of Israel, save the Hivites

the inhabitants of Gib'on; the whole they

took by war.

20 For of the Lord it was to harden their

suppose the words to mean "burning Bprings," as those

of Tiberias; others again, that it was merely a name, as

in our text.

* hn elsewhere " heap," is given by Jonathan here " in

heart, that they should come against Israel

in battle, in order to destroy them utterly,

that they might obtain no favour; but so that

he might exterminate them, as the Lord had
commanded Moses.

21 ^ And Joshua came at that time, and
cut off the 'Anakim from the mountains, from
Hebron, from Debir, from 'Anab, and from
the whole mountain of Judah, and from the

whole mountain of Israel ; with their cities did

Joshua destroy them utterly.

22 There was none of the 'Anakim left in

the land of the children of Israel; only in

Gazza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remain-

ed some.

23 And Joshua took the whole land, just

as the Lord had spoken unto Moses; and
Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel,

according to their divisions by their tribes.

And the land rested from war.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ And these are the kings of the land
whom the children of Israel smote, and whose
land they took possession of on the other side

of the Jordan, toward the rising of the sun,

from the river Arnon unto mount Chermon,
and all the plain on the east

:

2 Sichon the king of the Emorites, who
dwelt in Cheshbon, and ruled from 'Aro'er,

which is upon the bank of the brook Arnon,
and over the land in the middle of the brook,

and from half Gil'ad, even unto the brook
Yabbok, the boundary of the children of 'Am-
mon;

3 And over the plain up to the sea of

Kinneroth on the east, and up to the sea of the

plain, the salt sea on the ea^^t, on the way to

Beth-hayeshimoth ; and at the south, under
the declivities of Pisgah.

4 And the territory of 'Og the king of Ba-
shan, who was of the remnant of the Repha'im,

that dwelt at 'Ashtaroth and at Edre'i,

5 And reigned over mount Chermon, and
over Salchah, and over all Bashan. unto tlie

border of the Goshurites and the Ma'achath-
ites, and half Gil'ad, (to) the boundary of

Sichon the king of Cheshbon.
6 These did Moses the servant of the Lord

their strength," meaning that they had not been destroyed

during the conquest. Others render, "on their hills,"

I. e. the mountain-towns, which were naturally easily de-

fended.
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and tlie children of Israel smite ; and Moses

the servant of the Lord gave it for a posses-

sion unto the Reiibenites, and the Gadites,

and the half tribe of Menasseh.

7 ^ And these are the kings of the country

whom Joshua and the children of Israel smote

on this side of the Jordan on the west, from

IJaiil-gad in the valley of Lebanon as far as

the bald mountain, that goeth up to Se'ir; and
Joshua gave it unto the tribes of Israel for a

possession, according to their divisions;

8 In the mountains, and in the lowlands,

and in the plain, and in the declivities, and
in the wilderness, and in the south country

:

the Hittites, the Emorites, and the Canaan-

ites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Je-

busites

:

9 ^ The king of Jericho, one; the king of

'Ai, which was beside Beth-el, one

;

10 The king of Jerusalem, one ; the king

of Hebron, one

;

11 The king of Yarmuth, one; thekmgof
Lachish, one

;

12 The king of 'Eglon^ one; the king of

Gezer, one

;

13 The king of Debu', one; the king of

Geder, one

;

14 The king of Chormah, one ; the king of

'Arad, one

;

15 The king of Libnah, one; the king of

'AduUam, one;
16 The king of Makkedah, one; the king

of Beth-el, one

;

17 The king of Tappuach, one; the king
of Chepher, one

;

18 The king of Aphek, one; the king of

Lasharon, one

;

19 The king of Madon, one; the king of

Chazor, one;

20 The king of Shiniron-meron, one; the

kuig of Achshaph, one

;

21 The king of Ta'anach, one ; the king of

Megiddo, one

;

22 The king of Kedesh, one; the king of

Yokne'am on Carmel, one

;

23 The king of Dor in the district of Dor,
one ; the king of Goyim in Gilgal, one

;

24 The king of Tirzah, one: in all thirty

and one kings.

* Others, "the cave," and is said to be the one between
Zidou and Zarepta, in which the crusaders defended them-
selves a long time against the Saracens.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ Now Joshua was old, well stricken in

years ; and the Lord said unto him. Thou art

old, stricken in years, and of the land there re-

maineth yet very much to be talien posses-

sion of.

2 This is the land that yet remaineth : all

the circles of the PhiUstines, and all (the land

of the) Geshurites,

3 From the Shichor, which runneth before

Egypt, even unto the boundary of 'Ekron
northward, is counted to the Canaanites; the

five lords of the Philistines; the Gazzathites,

and the Ashdoditcs, the Eshkelonites, the

Gittites, and the 'Ekronites; also the 'Avvim;
4 On the south, all the land of the Canaan-

ites, and Me'arah" that belongeth to the Zido-

nians, up to Aphek, up to the border of the

Emorites

;

5 And the land of the Giblites, and all

Lebanon, toward the rising of the sun, from
Ba'al-gad under mount Chermou up to the

entrance of Chamath.
G All the inhabitants of the mountain from

Lebanon unto Missrephoth-mayim, all the Zi-

donians, these wiU I drive out from before the

children of Israel ; only divide thou it by lot

unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I

have commanded thee.

7 And now divide this land for an inherit-

ance imto the nine tribes, and the hah" tribe

of Menasseh.
8 With him the Reiibenites and the Gad-

ites have received their inheritance, which
Moses gave unto them, beyond the Jordan
eastward, as Moses the servant of the Lord
hath given them;

9 From 'Aro'er, that is upon the bank of

the brook Arnon, and the city that is in the

midst of the brook, and all the plain of Me-
deba up to Dibon

;

10 And all the cities of Sichon the king of

the Emorites, Avho reigned over Cheshbon, uji

to the border of the children of Ammon

;

11 And Gil'ad, and the territory of the

Geshurites and Ma'achathites, and all mount
Chermon, and all Bashan up to Salchah;

12 All the kingdom of 'Og in Bashan, who
reigned in 'Ashtaroth and in Edre'i ; who had
been left of the remnant of the Repha'im;

and Moses smote them, and cast them out.

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel ex-
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pelled not the Gesliurites, find the Ma'achath-

itcs; but the Geshurites and the Ma'achath-

ites continued to dwell in the midst of the

Israelites until this day.

14 Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave no
inheritance; the fire-oiferings of the Lord, the

God of Israel, are their inheritance, as he hath

spoken unto them.

15 ^ And Moses gave unto the tribe of

the children of Reuben according to their

families

;

IG And their territory was from 'Aro'er,

that is on the bank of the brook Arnon, and
the city that is in the midst of the brook, and
all the plain by Medeba;

17 Cheshbon, and all its cities that are in

the plain ; Dibon, and Bamoth-ba'al, and Beth-

ba'al-me'on,

18 And Yahza, and Kedemoth, and Me-
pha'ath,

19 And Kiryatha\-im, and Sibmah, and
Zeretli-hashachar on the mount of the valley,

20 And Beth-pe'or, and the declivities of

Pisgah, and Beth-ha^-eshimoth,

21 And all the cities of the plain, and all

the kingdom of Sichon the king of the Emor-
ites, who reigned in Cheshbon, whom Moses
smote with the princes of Midian, Evi, and
Rekem, and Zur, and Chur, and Reba', the

dukes of Sichon, the dwellers of the coun-

try.

22 And Bil'am the son of Be'or, the sooth-

sayer, did the children of Israel slay with the

sword among their slain.

23 And the boundary of the children of

Reuben was the Jordan, and its bordering terri-

tory. This was the inheritance of the children

of Reuben after their fomilies, the cities and
their villages.

24 ^f And Moses gave unto the tribe of

Gad, unto the children of Gad according to

their families;

25 And their territory was Ya'zer, and all

the cities of Gil'ad, and half the land of the

children of 'Ammon, up to 'Aro'er that is before

Ral)l)ah;

2G And from Cheshbon unto Ramath-miz-

peh, and Betonim ; and from Machanayim up
to the border of Deljir

;

27 And in the valley, Beth-haram, and
Beth-ninnah. and Succotli, and Zaphon, the

rest of the kingdom of Sichon the king of

Cheshbon, the Jordan and its bordermg terri-

tory, up to the edge of the sea of Kinnereth
on the other side the Jordan eastward.

28 This is the inheritance of the children

of Gad after their families, the cities and their

villages.

29 ^ And Moses gave unto the half tribe of

Menasseh; and it belonged to the half tribe of

the children of Menasseh after their families

;

30 And their territory was from Machana-
yim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of 'Og the

king of Bashan, and all the villages of Ya'ir,

which are in Bashan, sixty cities

;

31 And half Gil'ad, and 'Ashtaroth, and
Edre'i, the cities of the kingdom of "Og in

Bashan, (belonged) unto the children of

Machir the son of Menasseh, even to the one

half of the children of Machir after their fa-

milies.

32 These are they to whom Moses did dis-

tribute an iidieritance in the plains of Moab,
on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho,

eastward.

33 But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave

not any inheritance; the Lord the God of

Israel is himself their iuhex'itance, as he hath

spoken unto them.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ^ And these are the countries which the

children of Israel obtained as an inheritance in

the land of Canaan, which Elazar the priest,

and Joshua the son of Nuu, and the heads of

the divisions of the tribes of the children of

Israel, distributed for an inheritance unto

them,
2 By the lot as their inheritance; as the

Lord had commanded by the hand of Moses,

for the nine tribes, and the half tribe.

3 For Moses had given the inheritance of

the two tribes and the half tribe on the other

side of the Jordan ; but unto the Levites he
had given no inheritance among them.

4 For the children of Joseph were two
tribes, Menasseh and Ephraim ; therefore they

gave no portion unto the Levites in the land,

save cities to dwell in, with their open spaces

for their cattle and for their sulistance.

5 As the Loud had commanded Moses, so

did the children of Israel, and .>^o divided they

the land.

^ And the children of Judah came near

unto Joshua in Gilgal ; and Caleb the son of

Yephuuneh the Kenizzite said unto him,
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Thou well knowest the word which the Lord
spoke unto Moses the man of God concerning

me and thyself in Kadesh-barneii'.

7 Fort}^ years old was I when Moses the

servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-
barneii' to spy out the land; and I brought

him word again as it was in my heart.

8 But my brethren who had gone up
with me caused the heart of the people to be

faint; but I wholly followed the Lord my God.

9 And Moses swore on that day, saying,

Surely the land whereon thy foot hath trod-

den shall belong to thee for an inheritance,

and to thy children for ever; because thou

hast wholly followed the Lord my God.

10 And now, behold, the Lord hath kept

me alive, as he hath spoken; it is now forty

and five years since the Lord spoke this word
unto Moses, while Israel wandered in the wil-

derness; and now, behold, I am this day
eiglity and five years old.

Ill am yet this day as strong as I was on
the day that Moses sent me; as my strength

wa.s then, even so is my strength now, for

war, and to go out, and to come in.

12 Now therefore give me this mountain,
whereof the Lord spoke on that day ; for thou

didst hear on that day that the 'Anakim were
there, and great fortified cities; perhaps the

Lord will be with me, and I shall drive them
out, as the Lord hath spoken.

13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave He-
1 )ron unto Caleb the son of Yephunneh for an
inheritance.

14 Therefore did Hebron become the in-

heritance of Caleb the son of Yephunneh the

Kenizzite unto this day; for the cause that

he had wholly followed the Lord the God of

Israel.

15 And the name of Hebron was aforetimes

Kirj'ath-arba'," who was the greatest man
among the 'Anakim. And the land had rest

from war.

CHAPTER XV.

1 Tl And the lot for the tribe of the chil-

dren of Judah after their families came by
the border of Edom, with the wilderness of
Zin, southward, as the uttermost southern
boundary.

2 And their southern boundary was from

' The city of Arba', who was," &c.
2K

the end of the salt sea, from the bay tliat

bendeth southward

;

3 And it went out to the south to the

heights of 'Akrabbim, and passed along to

Zin, and ascended up on the south side unto
Kadesh-barnea', and passed along to Chezron,
and went up to Adar, and fetched a compass
to Karkati';

4 And it passed on toward 'Azmon, and
went out unto the river of Egypt; and the
terminations of the boundary were at the sea

:

this shall be your southern boundary.

5 And the east boundary was the salt sea,

unto the end of the Jordan. And the bound-
ary in the north quarter was from the bay of
the sea at the end of the Jordan

;

6 And the boundary went up to Beth-chog-
lah, and passed along by the north of Beth-
'arabah; and the boundary went up to Eben-
bohan the sou of Reiilien

;

7 And the boundary went up toward Debir
from the valley of 'Achor, and at the north it

bent toward Gilgal, that is opposite the heights

of Adummim, which is on the south side of

the valley; and the boundary passed toward
the waters of 'En-shemesh, and its termina-
tions Avere at 'En-rogel

:

8 And the boundary went up to the valley

of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of
the Jebusite, the same is Jerusalem; and the
boundary went up to the top of the mountain
that lieth before the valley of Hinnom west>
ward, which is at the end of the valley of
Repha'im northward

;

9 And the boundary extended from the
top of the mountain unto the spring of the
waters of Nephtoach, and went out to the ci-

ties of mount 'Ephron ; and the boundary ex-
tended to Ba'alah, which is Kiryath-ye'arim

:

10 And the boundary compassed from
Ba'alah westward unto mount Se'ir, and
passed along unto the side of mount Ye'arim,
which is Kessalon, on the north side, and
went down to Beth-shemesh, and passed on
to Timuah

:

11 And the boundary went out unto the
side of 'Ekron northward ; and the boundary
extended to Shikron, and passed along to the
mount of Ba'alah, and went out unto Yab-
neel; and the terminations of the boundary
were at the sea.

12 And the west boundary was by the
great sea, and the coast thereof. This is the
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boundary of the children of Judah round

about acconling to their families.

13 ][ And unto Caleb the son of Yephun-
neh he gave as a portion among the children

of Judaii, according to the order of the Lord
to Joshua, Kiryath-arba' the father of 'Anak,

which is Heljron.

14 And Caleb drove out from there the

three sons of 'Anak, Sheshai, and Achiman,
and Talmai, the children of 'Anak.

15 And he -went up from there to the in-

habitants of Debir; and the name of Debir

before was Kiryath-sepher.

IG And Caleb said, lie that will smite

Kiryath-sepher, and capture it, to him Avill I

give 'Achsah my daughter for wife.

17 And 'Othniel the son of Kenaz, the

brother of Caleb, captured it; and he gave

him 'Achsah his daughter for Avife.

18 And it came to pass, as she came
thither, that she persuaded him to ask of her

father a iield: and she alighted from her ass;

and Caleb said unto her, What aileth thee?

1

9

And she said. Give me a blessing ; for a
dry land hast thou given me; give me then

also springs of water. And he gave her the

upper springs and the lower springs.

20 ^[ This is the inheritance of the tribe

of the children of Judah according to their

families.

21 And the cities on the boundary line of

the tribe of the children of Judah toward the

border of Edom. on the south, were Kabzeel,

and 'Eder, and Yagur,
22 And Kinah, and Dimonah, and 'Ad-

'adah,

23 And Kedesh, and Chazor, and Yithnan,
24 Ziph, and Telem, and Be'aloth,

25 And Chazor-chadattah, and Keriyoth-

chezron," which is Chazor,

26 Amam, and Shema', and Moladah,
27 And Chazai'-gaddah, and Cheshmon,

and Beth-palet,

28 And Chazar-sluuU, and Beer-sheba, and
Bizyotheyah,

29 Ba'alah, and 'lyim, and 'Azem,

30 And Eltolad, and Kessil, and Chormah,
31 And Ziklag, and Mudnuunuih, and San-

sannah,

* Others, "Chazor, Chadattah, and Keriyoth, Chczron,
which," &c.

* As the enumcraUid places exceed twenty-nine, it has
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32 And Lebaoth, and Shilchim ; and 'Ayin,
and Rimmon : in all twenty and nine"" cities,

with their villages.

33 ^j And in the lowlands, Eshtaol, and
Zor'ali, and Ashnah,

31 And Zanoach, and 'En-gannim, Tap-
puach, and 'Enam,

35 Yarmuth, and 'Adullam, Sochoh, and
'Azekah,

30 And Sha'arayim, and 'Adithayira, and
Gederah, and Gederothayim ; fourteen cities

with their villages.

37 Tl Zenan, and Chadashah, and Migdal-

gad.

38 And Dil'an, and Mizpeh, and Yoktheel,

39 Lachish, and Bozkath, and 'Eglon,

40 And Cabbon, and Lachmas, and Kith-

lish,

41 And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Njv
'amah, and Makkedali; sixteen cities with
their villages.

42 ^f Libnah, and 'Ether, and 'Ashan,

43 And Yiphtach, and Ashnah, and Nezib,

44 And Ke'ilah. and Achzib, and Mare-
shah; nine cities with their villages.

45 ^ 'Ekron, with its towns and its vil-

lages :

4G From 'Ekron even nnto the sea, all that

lay alongside of Aslidod, with their villages.

47 ^ Ashdod with its towns and its vil-

lages, Gazza with its towns and its Aillages,

up to the brook of Egypt, and the great sea,

and its territory.

48 Tl And in the mountains, Shamir, and
Yattir, and Sochoh,

49 And Daunah and Kiryath-sannah,

which is Debir,

50 And 'Anab, and Eshtemoh, and 'Anim,
51 And Goshen, and Cholon, and Giloh;

eleven cities with their villages.

52 ^ Arab, and Dumah, and Esh'an,

53 And Yanum, and Beth-tappuach, and
Aphekah,

54 And Chumtah. and Kiryath-arba', whidi
is Hebron, and Zi'or; nine cities with their

villages.

55 ^1 Ma'on, Carmel, and Ziph, and Yutah,
50 And Yizre'el, and Yokde'am, and Za-

noach,

been supposed by Abarbanel, that but that number were

large places, or cities, the others vil/a^cs.

' "The islands therein."

—

IIasiu.
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57 Kayin, Gib'ah, and Timuali; ten cities

with their villages.

58 ][ Chalchul, Beth-zur, and Gedor,

59 And Ma'arath, and Beth-'anoth, and

Eltekon ; six cities with their ^dllages.

60 ^ Kiryath-balil, which is Kiryath-ye-

'arim, and Rabbah ; two cities with their vil-

lages.

61 ^ In the wilderness, Beth-ha'arabah,

Middin, and Sechachah,

62 And Nibshan, and 'Ir-hammelach,* and
'En-gedi ; six cities with their villages.

63 T[ As for the Jebusites the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, these the children of Judah
could not drive out; but the Jebusites dwelt

with the children of Judah at Jerusalem, even

unto this day.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 ^ And the lot of the children of Joseph
felP from the Jordan by Jericho, unto the

water of Jericho on the east, to the wilderness

that goeth up from Jericho by the mount
Beth-el,

2 And (the boundary) went out from
Beth-el to Luz, and passed along unto the

boundary of the Arkites to 'Ataroth,

3 And went down westAvard to the bound-
ary of the Yaphleti, unto the border of Beth-

choron the lower, and to Gezer; and its ter-

minations were toward the sea.

4 This did the children of Joseph, Me-
nasseh and Ephraim, take as their inherit-

ance.

5 T[ And (this) was the boundary of the chil-

dren of Ephraim according to their families

;

and the boundary of their inheritance on the

east side was 'Atroth-addar, up to Beth-choron

the upper;

6 And the boundary went out toward the

sea to Michmethath on the north; and the

boundary went out eastward unto Taanath-
shiloh, and passed by it on the east to Ya^
nochah

;

7 And it went down from Yanochah to

'Ataroth, and to Na'arath, and touched on
Jericho, and Avent out at the Jordan.

8 From Tappuach westward the border
went out unto the brook Kanah; and its ter-

minations were toward the sea. This is the

'Others translate the name, "the city of salt;" by
some supposed to be Zo'ar.

inheritance of the tribe of the children of

Ephraim after their families.

9 And (in addition to this) the cities which
were separated for the children of Ephraim in

the midst of the inheritance of the children

of Menasseh, all the cities with their villages.

10 And they drove not out the Canaanites

that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites

dwelt among the Ephraimites until this day,

and became tributary servants.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ And then came the. lot for the tribe

of Menasseh; for he was the first-born of

Joseph; to wit, for Machir the first-born of

Menasseh, the father of Gil'ad; because he

was a man of war, therefore he obtained Gil'ad

and Bashan.

2 There was also a lot for the rest of the

children of Menasseh after their families; for

the children of Abi'ezer, and for the children

of Chelek, and for the children of Assriel,

and for the children of Shechem, and for the

children of Chepher, and for the children of

Shemida'; these were the male children of

Menasseh the son of Joseph after their fami-

lies.

3 But Zelophchad, the sou of Chepher, the

son of Gil'ad, the son of Machir, the son of

Menasseh, had no sons, but only daughters;

and these are the names of his daughters,

Machlah, and No'ah, Choglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah.

4 And they came near before Elazar the

priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and
l^efore the princes, saying, The Lord com-

manded Moses to give unto us an inheritance

among our brethren. And he gave them,

according to the order of the Lord, an in-

heritance among the brethren of their father.

5 And there fell ten portions of Menasseh,

beside the land of Gil'ad and Bashan, which

were on the other side of the Jordan

;

6 Because the daughters of Menasseh ob-

tained an inheritance among his sons; and

the land of Gil'ad belonged to the rest of the

sons of Menasseh.

7 And the boundary of Menasseh was from

Asher to Michmethath, that lieth Ijefore She-

chem; and the boundary went along on the

" Heb. "went forth."
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right hand unto the inhabitants of 'En-tap-

puach.

8 To Mcnassch Ixjlonged the land of Tap-

puach ; hut Tappuach on the borders of Me-
nassfli belonged to the children of Ei)hraim;

I) And the boundary descended unto the

brook Kanah, southward of the brook; these

cities belonging to Ephraim are in the midst

of the cities of Menasseh; and the boundary
of Menasseh was on the north side of the

river, and its terminations were toward the

sea

:

10 Southward it was E2:)hraim's, and north-

Avard it was Menasseh's, and the sea was (there)

his Vjoundary ; and on Asher they touched on
the north, and on Issachar on the east.

11 And to Menasseh belonged in Issachar

and in Asher Beth-shelin and its towns, and
Yible'ara and its toAviis, together with the in-

habitants of Dor and its towns, and the in-

habitants of 'En-dor and its towns, and the

inhabitants of Ta'anach and its towns, and
the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns,

namely the three districts."

12 Yet the children of Menasseh could not

drive out the inhal)itants of those cities; but

the Canaanites succeeded to dwell in this laud

;

13 Yet it came to pas.s, Avhen the children

of Israel were Ijecome strong, that they put
the Canaanites to tribute; but they did not

drive them out.

14 ^ And the children of Jose^jh spoke
imto Joshua, saying. Why hast thou given

me but one lot and one jiortion as an inherit-

ance, seeing I am a numerous people, to which
extent the Lord hath hitherto blessed me?

15 And Joshua answered them. If thou
art a numerous people, then get thee up to

the wood country, and cut down (a space) for

thyself there in the land of the Perizzites

and of the Repha'im, if the mountain of

Ephraim be too narrow for thee.

IG And the cliildren of Joseph said. The
mountain will not be enough*" for us; and
chariots of iron are belonging to all the Ca-

luianites that dwell in the land of the valley.

• Probably, 'Endor, Ta'anach and Jlcgiddo.
'' "We cannot reach the mountain."

—

Piiilippson.
° (lencrally called Jczrci'l.
* When tlie wood.s are cut down, the way to the plain

below will be open; hence the driving out of the Canaan-
ites of verse 17 will be accomplished, notwithstanding
their strength.
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to those -who are at Beth-sheiin and its towns,
and to those who are in the valley of Yiz-

re'el."

17 And Joshua said unto the house of
Joseph, to Ephraim and to Menas.>ieh, as fol-

loweth, Thou art a numerous people, and ha.st

great power; thou shalt not have one lot

only;

18 But the mountain shall be thine; it is

indeed a wood, yet thou canst cut it dovm ; and
the terminations'^ of it shall be thine; for thou
shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they
have iron chariots, though they be strong.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 Tl And the whole congregation of the

children of Israel assembled together at Shi-

loh, and set up there the tabernacle of the

congregation. And the land was subdued be-

fore them."

2 ^ And there remained among the chil-

dren of Israel, that had not yet received their

inheritance, seven tribes.

3 And Joshua said unto the children of

Israel, How long will ye show yourselves

slack to go to take possession of the land,

which the Lord the God of your fathers hath
given to you?

4 Furnish for j^ourselves three men for

each tribe; and I will send them out. and
they shall arise, and walk through the land,

and describe' it according to their inheritance,

and come again to me.
5 And they shall divide it into seven

parts; Judah shall remain on their boundary
at the south, and the house of Joseph shall

remain on their boundary at the north.

G But you shall make a description of the

land in seven parts, and bring it hither to me;
and I will ca.st the lot for }ou here, before

the Lord our God.

7 For to the Levites there is no portion

among you ; for the priesthood of the Lord is

their inheritance; and Gad, and Reuben, and
half the trilx; of Menasseh have already re-

ceived their inheritance beyond the Jordan,

• Although in point of fact single districts were not

conquered, still the country as a whole w.is in possession

of the Israelites at the time spoken of in the to.xt.

' Sachs and others, "Write it down." Probably they

made a map, and marked down on it the various divisions

which thej- deemed most suitable for the respective tribes;

still the lot was to settle all doubts.
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at the east, which Moses the servant of the

Lord gave to them.

8 And the men arose, and went away;
and Joshua charged those that went to de-

scribe the kind, saying, Go and walk through

the hind, and describe it, and return again to

me ; and liere will I cast the lot for you be-

fore the Lord, in Shiloh.

9 And the men went and jjassed through
the land, and descril^ed it according to the

cities in seven parts in a book; and they

came again to Joshua to the camp at Shiloh.

10 And Joshua cast the lot for them in

Shiloh before the Lord; and Joshua divided

there the land unto the children of Israel ac-

cording to their divisions.

11 ^f And the lot of the tribe of the children

of Benjamin came up according to their fami-

lies; and the boundary of their lot came forth

between the children of Judah and the chil-

dren of Joseph.

12 And their boundary was on the north

side (starting) from the Jordan ; and the boun-

dary went up to the side of Jericho on the

north, and went up through the mountains
westward; and its terminations were at the

wilderness of Beth-aven.

13 And the boundary went over from
there toward Luz, to the south side of Luz,

which is Beth-el ; and the boundary descended
to 'Ati'oth-addar, upon the mount that is on
the south side of the lower Beth-choron.

14 And the border extended (thence), and
turned to the west side, to the south of the

mount that is jjefore Beth-choron at the

south; and its terminations were at Kir-

yath-ija'al, which is Kiryath-ye'arim, a city

of the children of Judah : this was the west
side.

15 And the south side commenced from
the end of Kiiyath-ye'arim, and the boundary
went out on the west, and went out to the
spring of the waters of Nephtoach

;

16 And the boundary went do^vn to the
end of the mountain that is before the valley

of the son of Hinnom, and which is in the

valley of Rephaim at the north, and descended
to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of the

Jebusi on the south, and descended to 'En-

rogel,

17 And extended northwai'dly, and went
forth to 'En-shemesh, and went forth toward
Geliloth, which is opposite to the ascent of

Adummim, and descended to Eben-bohan the
son of Eeiiben,

18 And passed along on this side opposite

to 'Arabah northward; and went down unto
'.A.rabah;

19 And the boundary passed along to the
side of Beth-choglah northward; and the ter-

minations of the border were at the north bay
of the Salt Sea at the south end of the Jor-
dan : this was the south boundary.

20 And the Jordan bounded it on the
east side. This was the inheritance of the
children of Benjamin, by its l)oundaries round
about, according to their fomilies.

21 Now these were the cities of the tribe

of the children of Benjamin according to their

families, Jericho, and Beth-choglah, and 'Emek-
keziz,

22 And Beth-ha'arabah, and Zemarayim,
and Beth-el,

23 And Avvim, and Parah, and 'Ophrah,
24 And Kephar-haammonai, and 'Ophni,

and Gaba"; twelve cities with their villages;

25 Gib'on, and Eamali, and Beei'oth,

20 And Mizpeh, and Kephirah, and Mo-
zah,

27 And Rekem, and Yirpeel, and Tara-
lah,

28 And Zela', Elej^h, and Jebusi, which is

Jerusalem, Gib'ath, and Kiryath; foui-teen

cities with their villages. This is the inherits

ance of the children of Benjamin according to

their families.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 11 And then came forth the second lot

for Simeon, for the tribe of the children of
Simeon according to their families ; and their

inheritance was within the inheritance of the
children of Judah.

2 And they obtained in their inheritance
Beer-sheba', (or) Sheba', and Moladah,

3 And Chazar-shu'al, and Balah, and
'Ezem,

4 And Eltolad, and Bethul, and Chormah,
5 And Ziklag, and Beth-hamarcaboth, and

Chazar-sussah,

6 And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuchon; thir-

teen cities and their villages

;

7 'Ayin, Rimmon, and 'Ether, and 'Ashan

;

four cities and their villages

;

8 And all the villages that were round
about these cities up to Ba'alath-beer, South
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Ramah." This is the inheritance of the tribe

of the children of Simeon according to their

families.

U Out of the portion of the children of

Judali Ava.s tlie inheritance of the children

of Simeon ; for the portion of the children of

Jiidah was too much for them; therefore the

children of Simeon obtained their inheritance

within their inheritance.

1 U 11 And then came up the third lot for the

children of Ze))ulun according to their fami-

lies; and the boundary of their inheritance

extended up to Sarid

:

11 And their boundary went up toward

the sea, and Mar'alah, and touched on Dal>

besheth, and touched on the brook that is be-

fore Yokne'am;
12 And turned from Sarid eastward to-

ward the rising of the sun unto the boi'der of

Kisloth-tabor, and then Avent out to Daberath,

and went up to Yaphia',

13 And from there it passed on in front to

the east unto Gath-Chepher, to 'Eth-kazin, and

went out to Rimmon, wdience it extended to

Ne'ah;"

14 And this boundary turned" on the north

side to Channathon : and its terminations were

in the valley of Yiphthach-el;

15 And Kattah, and Nahallal, and Shim-

ron, and Yidalah, and Beth-lechem; twelve

cities with their villages.

10 This is the inheritance of the children

of Zebulun according to their families, these

cities with their villages.

17 ^[ For Issachar came out the fourth lot,

for the children of Issachar according to their

families.

18 And their boundary went to Yizre'el,

and Kessulloth, and Shunem,
19 And Chapharayim, and Shicin, and

Anacharath,
20 And Ra])])ith, and Kishyon, and Abez,

21 And Remeth, and 'En-gannim, and'En-
chaddah, and Beth-pazzez;

22 And the boundary touched on Tabor,

• No doubt it means that Ba'alath-bcer is the same
with South Raniah.

'' After Jonathan and Rashi; others, to "Riramon-mcthoar,

to Neah," a.s thou<;h it were a proper name of the place.

° Others, "and the boundary turned around this," &c.
" Eng. version, "Great Zidon."
• i. c. The fortified Rock ; no doubt, an ancient Tyre, not

the afterward famous city of Tyre, (from tzur, "rock.")

and Shachazimah, and Beth-shemesh ; and
the terminations of their boundaries were
at the Jordan; sixteen cities with their vil-

lages.

23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Issachar according to their

families, the cities and their A'illages.

24 ^ And then came out the fifth lot for the

trilic of the children of Asher according to

their families.

25 And their l)oundary was Chelkath, and
Chali, and Beten, and Achshaph,

26 And Allammelech, and Am'ad, and
Mishal ; and it touched on Cannel at the sea,

and on Shichor-libnath

;

27 And it turned toward the rising of the

sun to Beth-dagon, and touched on Zebulun,

and on the valley of Yiphthach-el at the

north, on Beth-ha'emek, and Ne'iel, and went
out to Cabul on the left,

28 And 'Ebron, and Rechob, and Cham-
mon, and Kanah, uji to Zidon the great city,''

20 And then the boundary turned back to

Ramah, and to the city of Miljzar-zor ;" and
then the boundary turned back to Chossah;

and the terminations were to the sea in the

district toward Achzib:

30 And'Ummah and Aphek, and Rechob;
twenty and two cities with their villages.

31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Asher according to their fami-

lies, these cities with their villages.

32 ^ Unto the children of Naphtali came
out the sixth lot, for the children of Naphtali

according to their families.

33 And their boundaiy was from Cheleph,

from Allon-beza'anannim, and Adami-hanekeb,
and Yabneel, as far as Lakkum; and its ter-

minations were at the Jordan

;

34 And then the boimdary turned west-

ward to Aznoth-tabor. and went out from
there to Chukkok, and touched on Zebulun
on the south, and touched on Asher on the

west, and on Judah upon the Jordan' toward

the rising of the sun.

' As Judah proper did not touch Naphtali at all, various

conjectures have been hazarded; one, the most ingenious,

is broached by Rabbi Joseph Schwarz, in accordance with

Aben Ezra to Numb, xxxii. 42, that Yair, who possessed

the territory in Menassch opposite Naphtali on the east

side of the Jordan, was by the father's .side from Judah,

and, by the mother, of Menassch. (Sec 1. Chron. ii. "21,

22.)
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So And fortified cities, Ziddim, Zer, and

Chaminatli, Eakkath, and Kinneretli,

36 And Adamah, and Raniali, and Chazor,

37 And Kedesh, and Edre'i, and 'En-char

zor,

38 And Yiron, and Migdal-el, Chorem, and
Beth-'anath, and Beth-shemesh ; nineteen cities

with their villages.

39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Naphtali according to their

families, the cities and their villages.

40 ^[ For the tribe of the children of Dan
according to their families came out the

seventh lot.

41 And the boundary of their inheritance

Avas Zor"ah, and Eshtaol,.and 'Ir-shemesh,

42 And Sha'alabbin, and Ayalon, and
Yithlah,

43 And Elon, and Thiranathah, and 'Ekron,

44 And Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and Ba'-

alath,

45 And Yehud, and Bene-berak, and Gath-

rimmon,
40 And Me-hayarkon, and Rakkon, with

the boundary before Yapho."

4 7 And the territory of the children of Dan
went out beyond these ; for the children of

Dan went up and fought against Leshem, and
captured it, and smote it with the edge of the

sword, and took possession of it, and dwelt

therein, and they called Leshem, Dan, after

the name of Dan their father.

48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the children of Dan according to their fami-

lies, these cities with their villages.

49 ^ And they made an end of dividing the

land for inheritance after its boundaries ; and
the children of Israel gave an inheritance to

Joshua the son of Nun among them

;

50 By the order of the Lord did they give

him the city which he had asked, Timnath-
serach'' on the mountain of Ephraim ; and he
built the city, and dwelt thei'ein.

51 T[ These are the inhei'itances, which
Elazar the priest, and Joshna the son of Nun,
and the heads of the divisions of the tribes of

the children of Israel, divided for an inherits

ance by lot, at Shiloh before the Lord, at the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation. So
they made an end of dividing the country.

' Afterward Joppa, now the town of Jaffa.
'' Elsewhere called Timnath-cheves.

CHAPTER XX.

1 ][ And the Lord spoke unto Josluia,

saying,

2 Speak to the children of Israel, saying,

Appoint for yourselves the cities of refuge,

whereof I have spoken unto you by the hand
of Moses

;

3 That thither may flee the manslayer
that killeth any person unawares and with-

out knowledge; and they shall be unto jou
for a refuge li'om the avenger of the blood.

4 And he shall tloe unto one of those cities,

and he shall stand at the entrance of the
gate of the city, and speak in the ears of the

elders of that city his words; and they shall

take him into the city unto them, and give

him a place, that he may dwell among them.

5 And if the avenger of the blood should

pursue after him, then shall they not deliver

the manslayer up into his hand; because with-

out knowledge did he smite his neighbour, and
he was not an enemy to him in time past.

G And he shall dwell in that city, until

he shall have stood before the congregation

for judgment, (and) until the death of the

high-priest that may be in those days : then

shall the manslayer return, and come unto his

own house, unto the city whence he hath fled.

7 And they appointed" Kedesh in Galilee''

in the mountain of Naphtali, and Shechem in

the mountain of Ephraim, and Kiryath-arba',

which is Hebron, in the mountain of Judah.

8 And on the other side of the Jordan by
Jericho eastward, they appointed Bezer in the

Avilderness in the plain from the tribe of Reii-

ben, and Ramoth in Gil'ad out of the tribe of

Gad, and Golan in Bashau from the tribe of

Menasseh.

9 These were the cities assigned for all the

children of Israel, and for the stranger that

sojourneth among them, that thither might
flee whosoever killeth any person at unawares,

and that he should not die by the hand of

the avenger of the blood, until he have stood

before the congregation.

CHAPTER XXI.

1 ^ Then came near the heads of the divi-

sions of the Levites unto Elazar the priest,

" Heb. " sanctified."

* Correctly, " Galil."
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and unto Joslma the son of Nun, and unto the

heads of the divisions of the tribes of the

children of Israel;

2 And they spoke unto them at Shiloh, in

the land of Canaan, saying, The Lord com-
manded by the hand of Moses to give unto us

cities to dwell in, with the open spaces thei'e-

of for our cattle.

3 And the children of Israel gave unto the

Levites from their inheritance, at the order

of the Lord, these cities and their open spaces.

4 ^ And the lot came out for the families

of the Kehathites; and the childi'en of Aaron
the priest, who were of the Levites, obtained

from the tribe of Judah, and from tlie tribe of

Simeon, and from the tribe of Benjamin, by
lot, thirteen cities.

5 \\ And the rest of the children of Kehath
obtained from the families of the tribe of

Ephraim, and from the tribe of Dan, and
from the half tribe of Menasseh, by lot, ten

cities.

G % And the children of Gershon obtained

from the families of the tribe of Issachar, and
from the tribe of Asher, and from the tribe of

Naphtali, and from the half tribe of Menasseh
in Ba.shan, by lot. thirteen cities.

7 ^ The children of Merari after their

families obtained from the tribe of Keiiben,

and from the tribe of Gad, and from the tribe

of Zebulun, twelve cities.

8 ^ And the children of Israel gave unto

the Levites these cities with their open spaces,

as the Lord had commanded by the hand of

Moses, by lot.

9 ^ And they gave from the tribe of the

children of Judah, and from the tribe of the

children of Simeon, these cities which are

called by name.
10 And the children of Aaron, of the fami-

lies of the Kehathites, of the children of Levi,

obtained them ;"—for they had the first lot.

11 And they gave unto them Kiryath-

arba', (the father of 'Anak,) which Is Hebron,

in the mountain of Judah, with the open
spaces thereof round about it

;

12 But the fields of the city, and its vil-

lages, they gave to Caleb the son of Yephun-
neh for his possession.

13
li And to the children of Aaron the

priest they gave the city of refuge for the

I. e. The places which are named subsc(iuently.
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manslayer, Hebron with its open spaces, and
Libnah with its open spaces,

14 And Yattir with its open spaces, and
Eshtemoa' with its open spaces.

15 And Cholon with its open spaces, and
Debir with its open spaces,

10 And Ajin with its open spaces, and
Yuttah with its open spaces, and Beth-she-

mesh with its open spaces; nine cities from
those two tribes.

17 ^ And from the tribe of Benjamin,
Gib'on with its open spaces, Geba' with its

open spaces,

18 'Anathoth with its open spaces, and
'Almon with its open spaces ; four cities.

19 All the cities of the children of Aaron,
the priests, were thirteen cities with their open
spaces.

20 T[ And the families of the children of

Kehath, the Levites, who remained of the

children of Kehath, obtained the cities of

their lot from the tribe of Ephraim.
21 And they gave to them the city of refuge

for the manslayer, Shechem with its open
spaces in the mountain of Ephraim, and Gezer
with its open spaces,

22 And Kibzayim with its open spaces, and
Beth-choron with its open spaces, four cities.

23 Tl And from the tribe of Dan, Eltek^

with its open spaces, Gibbethon Avith its open
spaces,

24 Ayalon with its open spaces, Gath-rim-

mon with its open spaces; four cities.

25 ^ And from the half tribe of Menasseh.

Ta'nach with its open spaces, and Gath-rim-

mon with its open spaces; two cities.

26 All the cities were ten with their open
spaces for the families of the children of Ke-
hath that remained.

27 Tl And unto the children of Gershon, of

the families of the Levites, (they gave) from

the other half tribe of Menasseh the city of

refuge for the mansla}er, Golan in Bashan
ynih its open spaces, and Bc'eshterah with its

open spaces; two cities.

28 ^[ And from the tribe of Issachar, Kish-

yon with its open spaces, Daberath with its

oj^en s]iaces,

29 Yarmuth with its open spaces, 'En-gan-

nim with its open spaces; four cities.

30 T[ And from the tribe of Asher, Mishal

with its open spaces, Abdon with its open

spaces,
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31 Chelkath with its open spaces, and Re-

cliob with its open spaces ; four cities.

32 ^ And from the tribe of Naphtali, the

city of refuge for the manslayer, Kedesh in

Galilee with its open spaces, and Chammoth-
dor with its open spaces, and Karthan with

its open spaces; three cities.

33 All the cities of the Gershunites accord-

ing to their families were thirteen cities with

their open spaces.

34 Tl And unto the famiUes of the chil-

dren of Merari, the remainder of the Levites,

(they gave) from the tribe of Zebulun, Yok-

ne'am with its open spaces, and Karthah with

its open spaces,

35 Dimnah with its open spaces, Nahalal

with its open spaces; four cities.*

36 And from the tribe of Gad, the city of

refuge for the manslayer, Ramoth in Gil'ad

with its open spaces, and Machana3am with

its open spaces,

37 Cheshbon with its open spaces, Ya'zer

with its open spaces ; four cities in all.

38 All the cities for the children of Merari

after their families, they who were remaining

of the families of the Levites,—even their lot

was twelve cities.

39 All the cities of the Levites in the

midst of the possession of the children of

Israel were forty and eight cities with their

open spaces.

40 These cities were every one with their

open spaces round about them; thus it was
Avith all these cities.

41 T[ And the Lord gave unto Israel all

the land which he had sworn to give unto

their fathers; and they possessed it, and
dwelt therein.

42 And the Lord gave them rest round
about, all just as he had sworn unto their

fathers: and there stood not up before them
a man of all their enemies ; all their enemies
the Lord delivered into their hand.

43 There failed*" not aught of all the good
thing which the Lord had spoken unto the

house of Israel ; it all came to pass.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ][ Then Joshua called the Reiibenites,

' Here follow in some copies the following two verses;

but they are not in the Hebrew text :

—

"36 And from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with its

open spaces, and Yahzah with its open spaces,

2L

and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Me-
nasseh,

2 And he said unto them. Ye have indeed

kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord
commanded you, and ye have obeyed my
voice in all that I commanded you

:

3 Ye have not forsaken your brethren

these many days, until this day; but ye have
kept the obligation of the commandment of

the Lord your God.

4 And now the Lord your God hath given
rest unto your brethren, as he promised them

;

therefore now turn yourselves, and get you
unto your tents, unto the laiid of your posses-

sion, which Moses the servant of the Lord
gave unto you on the other side of the Jor-

dan.

5 Only take diligent heed to practise the

commandment and the law, which Moses the

servant of the Lord hath commanded you, to

love the Lord your God, and to walk in all

his ways, and to keep his commandments,
and to cleave unto him, and to serve him
with all your heart and with all your soul.

G And Joshua blessed them, and sent them
away ; and they went unto their tents.

7 ^ Now to the one half of the tribe of

Menasseh Moses had given jDOssession in Ba-
shan; but unto the other half thereof gave
Joshua with their brethren on this side of the

Jordan westward; and when Joshua sent

them also away unto their tents, he blessed

them

;

8 And he said unto them, as followeth,

With much riches return unto your tents, and
with very much cattle, with silver, and with
gold, and with copper, and with iron, and
with very many garments; divide the spoil

of your enemies with your brethren.

9 And the children of Reiiben and the chil-

dren of Gad and the half tribe of Menasseh
returned, and departed from the children of

Israel from Shiloh, which is in the land of

Canaan, to go unto the country of Gil'ad, to

the land of their possession, whereof they

were possessed, according to the order of the

Lord by the hand of Moses.

10 And when they came unto the districts

of the Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan,

"37 Kedemoth with its open spaces, and Mepha'ath
with its open spaces; four cities."

If these verses are included, v. 36 is 38, &c.
• Heb. "Fell," viz. "to the ground," or "failed."

281



JOSHUA XXII.

the children of Reiiben and the children of

Gad 'and the half tribe of Menasseh built

there an altar by the Jordan, a great altar for

a show."

11 Tl
And the children of Israel heard, as

followeth, Behold, the children of Reiiben and

the children of Gad and the half tribe of Me-
na.sseh have built an altar in the front of the

land of Canaan, in the districts of the Jor-

dan, at the side belonging to the children of

Israel.

12 And when the children of Israel heard

it, the whole congregation of the children of

Israel assembled themselves together at Shi-

loh, to go up against them to war.*"

13 And the children of Israel sent unto

the children of Reiiben, and to the children

of Gad, and the half tribe of Menasseh, into

the land of Gil'ad, Phinehas tlie sou of Elazar

the priest,

ll And ten princes with him, one prince

each for every division of all the tribes of

Israel; and each one was a head of their

family di\'isions among the thousands" of Is-

rael.

15 And they came unto the children of

Reiiben, and to the children of Gad, and to

the half trilx! of Menasseh, unto the land of

Gil'ad, and they spoke with them, saying,

IG Thus have said the whole congregation

of the Lord, What trespass is this that ye
have committed against the God of Israel to

turn away this day from following the Lord,

in that ye have built yourselves an altar, that

ye might rebel this day against the Lord?
17 Have we had too little in the iniquity

of Petir,—from which we are not yet cleansed

until this day,—when there was a plague in

the congregation of the Lord?
18 And will ye turn away this day from

following the Lord? and it will be, that when
ye will relx,'l this day against the Lord, to-

morrow he will be wroth with the whole con-

gregation of Israel.

lU But, notwithstanding, if the land of

your pos.session l)e unclean, then pass ye over

unto the land of the pos.session of the Lord,

wherein dwelletli the taljernacle of the Lord,

and take possession in the midst of us; but

* t. c. Not to sacrifice thereon, but merely as a monu-
ment, to be looked on, or, as in our text, "for a show."

" Lit. "To the army."
° PhiUppson renders, " families."

•2»2

rebel not against the Lord, and against us do
not rebel, in building yourselves an altar, be-

side the altar of the Lord our God.
20 Did not Achan the son of Zerach com-

mit a trespass on the devoted things, and
wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel?

and he, though Init one man, perished not
alone in his iniquity.

21 ^f But the children of Reiiben and the

children of Gad and the half tribe of Menas-
seh answered, and they spoke unto the heads
of the thousands of Israel,

22 The God of gods, the Eternal,"* the God
of gods, the Eternal, he knoweth, and Israel

also shall knoAv: if it be in rebellion, or if in

transgression against the Lord, (aid^ us not

this daj^)

23 That -we have built us an altar to turn

away from following the Lord; or if to ofler

thereon burnt-oflering or meat-offering, or if

to offer thereon peace-oflferings, may the Lord
himself require it;'

2-1 Or whether we have not done it for

fear of this thmg, saying. In time to come
your children might say unto our children, as

followeth. What have ye to do with the Lord,

the God of Israel?

25 For the Lord hath made a boundary
between us and you, ye children of Reuben
and children of Gad,—the Jordan; ye have
no part in the Lord ; thus might your children

make our children cease so as not to fear the

Lord.

26 Wherefore we said. Let us now act for

ourselves to build this altar, not for burnt-

offering, nor for sacrifice;

27 But it shall be a witness between us,

and you, and our generations after us, that

we may perform the service of the Lord be-

fore him with our burnt-offerings, and Avith

our sacrifices, and Avith our peace-offerings;

and that your children may not say in time

to come to our children, Ye have no portion

in the Lord.

28 And we said, that it shall be when they

should say this to us and to our generations

in time to come, that we may say. Behold the

pattern of the altar of the Lord, which our

fathers made, not for burnt-offerings, nor for

" "The Mighty One, God the Eternal."—PuiLippsoN.

This construction agrees with the Ma.ssorah.

' This is merely an ejaculatory address to God.
' i. f. Punish it, after inquiring.
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sacrifices ; but it is a witness between us and
you.

29 Far be it from us that we should rebel

against the Lord, and turn away this day
from following the Lord, to build an altar for

bui'nt-ofierings, for meat-offerings, or for sacri-

fices, beside the altar of the Lord our God
that is before his dwelling.

30 ^ And when Phinehas the priest, and
the princes of the congregation and the heads

of the thousands of Israel who were with him,

heard the words which the children of Reii-

ben and the children of Gad and the children

of Menasseh had spoken, it was pleasing in

their eyes.

31 And Phinehas the son of Elazar the

priest said unto the children of Reiiben, and
to the children of Gad, and to the children of

Menasseh, This day do we know that the Lord
is in our midst, because ye have not commit-
ted this trespass against the Lord : now have
ye delivered" the children of Israel out of the

hand of the Lord.

32 ][ And Phinehas the son of Elazar the

priest, and the princes, returned from the

children of Reiiben, and from the children of

Gad, out of the land of Gil'ad, unto the land

of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and they
brought them word again.

33 And the thing was pleasing in the eyes

of the children of Israel ; and the children of

Israel blessed God, and they did not speak any
moi'e to go up against them to battle, to de-

stroy the land wherein the children of Reiiben

and Gad dwelt.

34 And the children of Reuben and the

children of Gad called the altar (" 'Ed") ;" for

(they said) it is a witness between us that

the Eternal is God.

CHAPTER XXIIL
1 T[ And it came to pass after many days,

after the Lord had given rest unto Israel from
all their enemies round about, and Joshua
had grown old and was well stricken in age,

2 That Joshua called for all Israel, for

their elders, and for their heads, and for their

judges, and for their officers, and said unto

* {. e. Averted the dreaded punishment, by not commit-
ting, the imputed rebellion.

^ 'Ed signifies "witness;" it isnot in the Hebrew, but
supplied by the contest. The passage might be rendered,

them, I am become old and well stricken in

age;

3 And ye have yourselves seen all that the

Lord your God hath done unto all these na-

tions, because of you ; for the Lord your God
it is that hath fought for you.

4 Behold, I have divided" unto you by lot

those nations that yet remain, to be an in-

heritance according to your tribes, from the
Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut

off, as far as the great sea, toward the settmg
of the sun.

5 And the Lord your God will indeed ex-
pel them from before you, and drive them
from before you; and ye shall possess their

land, as the Lord your God hath spoken unto
you.

6 But be ye very steadfast to keep and
to do all that is written in the book of the
law of Moses, so as not to turn aside there-

from to the right or to the left

;

7 So as not to come among these nations,

those that are left remaining near you ; and of

the name of their gods shall ye not make
mention, nor cause any to swear thereby,

neither shall ye serve them, nor bow your-
selves down unto them;

8 But unto the Lord your God shall ye
cleave, as ye have done unto this day.

9 And the Lord drove out from before you
great and mighty nations; but as for you, no
man hath been able to stand up before you
unto this day.

10 One man of you can chase a thousand;
for the Lord your God it is that fighteth for

you, as he hath spoken unto you.

11 Take good heed therefore for your
souls' sake, to love the Lord your God.

12 For if ye do in any wise turn back, and
cleave unto the remnant of these nations,

those that are left remaining near you, and
make marriages with them, and come in

among them, and they among you

:

13 Know for a certainty that the Lord
your God will no more drive out these nations

from before you; but they shall be snares and
traps unto you, and scourges in j^our sides,

and stings in your eyes, until ye perish from

"And the children of Keuben and the children of Gad,
gave the altar a name ; for," &c.

" ^rhsT} Lit. " I have caused to fall," viz. Siua " by
lot;" hence the phrase, "I have divided by lot."
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off this good land which the Lord your God
hiith given you.

14 And, behold, I am going this day the

way of all the earth ; and ye know with all your

heart and with all your soul, that not one thing

hath failed of all the good things" which the

Lord your God spoke concerning you ; all are

come to pass unto you, not one thing thereof

hath failed.

15 But it shall come to pass, that as every

good thing is come upon you, which the Lord
your God spoke unto you : so will the Lord
bring upon you every evil thing, until he

have destroyed you from off this good land

which the Lord your God hath given unto

you.

IG When ye transgress the covenant of the

Lord 3-our God, which he hath commanded
you, and go and serve other gods, and bow
yourselves down to them : then will the anger

of the Lord be kindled against you, and ye
shall perish quickly from off the good land

which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 ^ And Joshua assembled all the tribes

of Israel to Shechem ; and he called for the

elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for

their judges, and for their officers, and they

presented themselves'' before God.

2 And Joshua said unto all the people.

Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel, On the

other side of the river" did your fathers dwell

in old time, even Terach, the father of Abrar

ham, and the father of Nachor; and they

served other gods.

3 And I took your father Abraham from
the other side of the river, and I led him
throughout all the land of Canaan; and I

multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.

4 And I gave unto Isaac, Jacob and Esau

:

and I gave unto Esau mount Se'ir, to possess

it; but Jacob and his children went down into

Egypt.
5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I

plagued Egypt in the manner as I have done
among them; and after that I brought you
out.

G And I brought your fathers out of Egypt;

* Philippson, " Not one word," "good words."
' Lit. " l*lac(jd themselves staiidiug."
° The Euphrates.
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and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians
pursued after your fathers Avith chariots and
horsemen unto the Eed Sea.

7 And they cried imto the Lord, and he
put darkness between you and the Egyptians,
and he brought the sea over them, and covered
them; and your eyes saw what I had done on
Egypt; and ye dwelt in the wilderness many
days.

8 And I brought you into the land of the
Emorites, that dwelt on the other side of the
Jordan ; and they fought with you : and I gave
them into your hand, and ye took possession

of their land; and I destroyed them from
before you.

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, arose and warred'' against Israel; and
he sent and called Bil'am the son of Beor to

curse you;
10 And I Avould not hearken unto Bil'am;

but he had to bless you instead: and I de-

livered you out of his hand.

11 And ye passed over the Jordan, and
came unto Jericho; and then fought the men
of Jericho against you, the Emorites, and the

Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hit-

tites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites; and I gave them up into your
hand.

12 And I sent before you the hornet which
drove them out from before you, even the

two kings of the Emorites; not ^vith thy
sword, and not with thy brow.

13 And I gave you a land for which ye
had not toiled, and cities which ye had not

built, and ye dwell in them ; of vineyards and
oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

14 Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve

him in sincerity and in truth ; and put away
the gods which your fiithers served on the

other side of the river, and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord.

15 And if it be displeasing in your eyes to

serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this

day whom ye will serve; whether the gods
which your fathers that were on the other

side of the river served, or the gods of the

Emorites, in whose land ye dwell ; but as for

me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

'' Balak did not make actual war, but his intention to

do so (Num. xxii. G) was accounted as though he had done
so.—After Redak.
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16 ][ And the people answered and said,

Far be it from us to forsake the Lord, to serve

other gods;

17 For the Lord our God it is that hath

, brought us and our fathers up out of the land

of Egypt, from the house of slaver}^ and who
hath done those great signs befoi'e our eyes, and
preserved us upon all the way whereon we
have gone, and among all the people through

the midst of whom we have passed

:

18 And the Lord hath driven out all the

nations, and the Emorites who dwelt in the

land, from before us; therefore also we will

serve the Lord; for he is our God.

19 And Joshua said mito the people, Ye
will not be able" to serve the Lord ; for he is

a holy God; he is a watchful God; he will

not have any indulgence for your transgres-

sions and for your sins

;

20 If ye forsake the Lord, and serve

strange gods, then will he again do you
evil,'' and consume you, after that he hath
done you good.

21 And the people said imto Joshua,
No; nevertheless the Lord will we serve.

22 And Joshua said imto the people. Ye
are witnesses against yourselves that ye
yourselves have chosen for you the Lord,
to serve him. And they said. We are wit-

nesses.

23 And" now put away the strange gods
which are in the midst of you, and incline

your heart unto the Lord the God of Is-

rael.

24 And the people said unto Joshua, The
Lord our God will we serve, and his voice

will we obey.

25 And Joshua made a covenant with the

' Meaning, it is not an easy thing to comply with the

demands of religion; hence the repeated warning, that

with choosing to be Israelites, our fathers also accepted the

responsibility and punishment for sin.

peojile on that day, and set them a statute'^

and an ordinance in Shechem.
20 And Joshua wrote these words in the

book of the law of God ; and he took a great

stone, and set it up there under the oak, that
was by the sanctuary of the Lord.

27 ^ And Joshua said unto all the people.

Behold, this stone shall be among us as a wit-

ness; for it hath heard all the words of the
Lord which he spoke unto us; it shall be
therefore as a witness against you, that ye
may not deny your God.

28 And Joshua let the jDcople depart, every
man unto his inheritance.

29 ^ And it came to pass after these
things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the ser-

vant of the Lord, died, one hundred and ten
years old.

30 And they buried him on the border of
his inheritance at Timnath-serach, which is

on the mountain of Ephraim, on the north
side of mount Ga'ash.

31 And Israel served the Lord all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who
lived many days after Joshua, and who had
known all the deeds of the Lord, that he had
done for Israel.

32 And the bones of Joseph, which the
children of Israel had brought up out of
Egypt, they buried in Shechem, in a parcel

of the field which Jacob had bought of the
sons of Chamor the father of Shechem for one
hundred kessitah: and it remained the in-

heritance of the children of Joseph.
33 And Elazar the son of Aaron died; and

they buried him on the hill of Phinehas his

son, which was given him in the mountain of
Ephraim.

" Lit. "He will return and do," &c.
° This is the farther speech of Joshua.
^ "He laid there before them the statutes in the laws,

and they accepted them."

—

Rashi.
285



THE BOOK OF JUDGES,

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL FROM THE DEATH OF JOSHUA TO THE
BIRTH OF SAMUEL.

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ And it came to pass after the death

of Joshua, that the children of Israel asked

the Lord, saying, Who shall go up for us

against the Canaanites at the first, to fight

against them?
2 And the Lord said, Judah shall go up;

hehold, I have delivered" the land into his

hand.

3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother,

Come up with me into my lot, and we will

fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise

will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon
went with him.''

4 And Judah went up; and the Lord de-

livered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into

their hand; and they smote (of) them in

Bezek ton thousand men.
5 And they found Adoni-bezek in Bezek;

and they fought against him, and they smote
the Canaanites and the Perizzites.

• G But Adoni-bezek fled ; and they pursued

after him, and caught him, and cut off his

thumbs and his great toes.

7 And Adoni-bezek said. Seventy kings,"

having-their thum1)s and their great toes cut

off, gathered food under my table : as I have
done, so liath God requited me. And they

brought him to Jerusalem, and he died

there!

8 ^ And the children of Judah fought

against Jerusalem,'' and captured it, and they

smote it with the edge of the sword, and the

city they set on fire.

9 And afterward did the children of Judah
go down to fight against the Canaanites, that

dwelt in the mountain, and in the south, and
in the lowlands.

10 And Judah went against the Canaanites

that dwelt in Hebron; (now the name of

Hebron was formerly Kiryath-arba';) and
they smote Sheshai, and Acliiman, and Tal-

mai.

11 And he went from there against the in-

habitants of Debir; and the name of Debir

Avas formerly Kiryath-sepher

:

12 And Caleb said. He that will smite

Kiryath-sepher, and capture it, to him will I

give 'Achsah my daughter for wife.

13 And 'Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's

younger brother, captured it; and he gave
him 'Achsah his daughter for wife.

14 And it came to pass, when she came to

him, that she persuaded him to ask of her

father a field : and she alighted from off her

ass; and Caleb said unto her, What aileth

thee?

15 And she said unto him. Give me a

blessing; for thou hast given me a dry land;

give mo also springs of water. And Calelj

gave her the ujjper springs and the nether

springs.

16 ^ And the children of the Kenite, the

father-in-law of Moses, went up out of the

city of palm-trees with the children of Judah
into the wilderness of Judah, Avhich is at the

south of 'Arad; and they went and dwelt

with the people.

17 And Judah went with Simeon his bro-

ther, and they smote the Canaanites that in-

hal)ited Zephath, and devoted it. And the

name of the city was called Chormah.
18 And Judah captured Gazza with its terri-

» Lit. "Given."
' As the country of Simeon was embraced within the

territory of Judah, it was to be expected that the final

conquest should be undertaken by both tribes combined.
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• "Kings" means no doubt all independent chiefs or

sheiks of villages, as they exist yet in the Kast. So also

seventy may be an indefinite number, signifying many.

Correctly, Ycrvshahii/im.



JUDGES I. II.

tory, and Aslikelon with its territory, and
'Ekron with its territory.

19 And the Lord was with Judah; and he

took possession of the mountain ; but" could

not drive out the inhabitants of the valley,

because they had chariots of iron.

20 And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as

Moses had spoken ; and he drove out thence

the three sons of 'Anak.

21 And the Jebusites that inhabited Jeru-

salem, the children of Benjamin did not drive

out; but the Jebusites dwelt with the children

of Benjamin in Jerusalem until this day.

22 *[] And the house of Joseph, these also,

went up against Beth-el; and the Lord was
with them.

23 And tlie house of Joseph sent to spy

out Beth-el; now the name of the city formerly

was Luz.

24 And the watchers saw a man coming
forth out of the city, and they said unto him.

Show us, we pray thee, the entrance into the

city, and we Avill show thee kindness.

25 And he showed them the entrance into

the city, and they smote the city with the

edge of the swoi'd; but the man and all his

family they let go free.

26 And the man went into the land of the

Hittites, and built a city, and called its name
Luz : this is its name unto this day.

27 T[ Neither did Menasseh drive out (the

inhabitants of) Beth-shean and its towns, nor

Ta'anach and its towns, nor the inhabitants

of Dor and its to^viis, nor the inhabitants of

Yible'am and its to^vns, nor the inhabitants

of Megiddo and its towns ; but the Canaanites

succeeded'' to remain in this land.

28 And it came to pass, when Israel be-

came strong, that they put the Canaanites to

tribute ; but they did not drive them out en-

tirely.

29 ]y Neither did Ephraim di'ive out the

Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; and the Car
naanites dwelt in the midst of them at Gezer.

' Sachs and others, " For the inhabitants of the valley

were not to be driven out." Jonathan, " But after that,

as they sinned, they could not expel the inhabitants of the

plain."
^ After Sachs ; others, " They were content," meaning,

" not to encroach elsewhere;" Philippson, " they began;"
Herxbcimcr, " undertook."

? Lit. " As the hand of the house of Joseph grew
heavy," which means that the Emorites who resisted the

Danites were at length overcome by the tribe of Ephraim.

30 ^ Zebulun did not drive out the inhabit-

ants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Naha-
lol ; and the Canaanites dwelt in the midst of

them, and became tributary.

31 ^ Aslier did not drive out the inhabit-

ants of 'Akko, nor the inhabitants of Zidon,

nor of Achlab, nor of Aclizib, nor of Chelbah,

nor of Apliik, nor of Rechob

;

32 And the Asherites dwelt in the midst
of the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land;

for they did not drive them out.

33 ][ Naphtali did not drive out the inhabit-

ants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of

Beth-'anath ; and he dwelt in the midst of the

Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; never-

theless the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and
of Beth-'anath became tributary unto them.

34 And the Emorites forced the children

of Dan into the mountain ; for they would not

sutler them to come down into the valley

;

35 And the Emorites succeeded to remain
on mount Cheres, in Aj'alon, and in Sha'al-

bim ; but when the hand of the house of Joseph
prevailed," they became tributary.

36 And the territory of the Emorites was
from the ascent of 'Akrabbim, from the Rock**

upward.

CHAPTER II.

1 *|[ And a messenger of the Lord came
up from Gilgal to Bochim,

T[ And he said, I caused you to go up out

of Egypt, and I brought you unto the land
which I had sworn unto your fathers; and I

said, I Avill not break my covenant with you
for ever.

2 But ye for your part shall make no cove-

nant with the inhabitants of this land ; their

altars shall ye throw down; but ye have not
obeyed my voice: what is this ye have done?

3 And I also have said, I will not drive

them out from before you ; but they shall be
evil neighbours to you," and their gods shall

become a snare unto you.

* Sela' ; no doubt, Petra, in Edom, the capital of Ara-
bia Petrjea, which was called after it. " And upward"
means farther to the southern mountain range.

° In Num. sxxiii. 55, onx^ has been given with " as

thorns ;" it might be rendered here again so, " they shall

be to you as thorns;" but as the word stands unconnected,

Rashi has been followed, who gives, "that they shall at-

tack your sides with troops and armies to rob and plun-

der." Jonathan translates ["p'i'aS "as terrors." Our
version embraces all the ideas.
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JUDGES II. III.

4 And it came to pass, when the messenger

of the Lord spoke these words unto all the

children of Israel, that the people lifted up
their voice, and wept.

5 And they called the name of that place,

Bochim ;' and they sacrificed there unto the

Lord.

G Tl And when'' Joshua had let the people go,

the children of Israel went every man unto

his inheritance to take pos.session of the land.

7 And the people served the Lord all the

days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders

that lived many days after Joshua, Avho had
seen all the great deeds of the Lord, which he
had done for Israel.

8 Then died Joshua the son of Nun, the

servant of the Lord, being one hundred and
ten years old.

9 And they buried him on the border of

his inheritance in Timnath-cheres, in the

mountain of Ephraira, on the north side of

mount Ga'ash.

10 And also all that generation were
gathered unto their fathers; and there arose

another generation after them, who knew not

the Lord, and likewise not the deeds which
he had done for Israel.

11 W And the children of Israel did the evil

in the eyes of the Lord, and served the Ba alim

:

12 And they forsook the Lord the God of

tlioir fatliers, Avho had brought them out of

the land of Egypt, and they went after other

gods, of the gods of the nations that were
round al)out them, and they bowed themselves

unto them, and incensed the Lord.

13 And they forsook the Lord, and served
Baiil and 'Ashtaroth.

14 And the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Israel, and he delivered them into the

hand of spoilers who spoiled them, and he
sold them into the hand of their enemies
roiuid about, and they were not able ai^y

longer to stand Ijefore their enemies.

lo Whithersoever the}- went out, the hand
of the Lord was against them lor evil, as the

Lord had spoken, and as the Lord had sworn
unto them : and they were greatly distressed.

* That is, " weepers."
' Tliis pa.saapc (G to 10) refers back to the narrative at

the end of tlic book of Joshua, which has been interrupted

by tlie account of the conc|ucst of the land.
' Namely, the wars of Canaan mentioned in verse 1.

Rashi comments :
" Only for this purpose did God leave
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16 And the Lord raised up judges, and
they delivered them out of the hand of those
that spoiled them.

17 But also unto their judges they did not
hearken; but they went astray after other
gods, and bowed themselves unto them ; they
turned quickly out of the way which their

fathers had Avalked in, to obey the command-
ments of the Lord ; they did not so.

18 And when the Lord raised them up
judges, then was the Lord with the judge,
and he delivered them out of the hand of their

enemies all the days of the judge; for the
Lord bethought himself because of their

groaning by reason of those that oppressed

them and ill-treated them.
19 And it came to pass, when the judge

died, that they returned, and became more
corrupt than their fathers, in going after

other gods to serve them, and to bow down
unto them ; they omitted nothing from their

doings, and from their stubborn way.
20 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

against Israel; and he said. For the cause
that this people have transgressed my cove-

nant which I commanded their fathers, and
have not hearkened unto my voice :

21 So will I also for my part not drive out
henceforth any man from before them out of
the nations which Joshua left when he died;

22 In order to prove through them the
Israelites, whether they will keep the way of
the Lord, to walk therein, as their fathers

did keep it, or not.

23 And thus did the Lord leave these na^

tions, so as not to drive them out speedily- ; and
he delivered them not into the hand of Joshua.

CHAPTER III.

1 T[ Now these are the nations that the

Lord left, to prove by them the Israelites,

namely, all those who had not experienced
all the wars of Canaan

;

2 Only that the future generations of the

children of Israel might obtain knowledge, to

teach them war; but only such as before had
learned nothing thereof;"

them, that the future generations of I.srael might know
and understand the effects of sinning, since they would be

compelled to learn war; while, however, (pi) before, when
they were ready to serve the Lord, they had no know-

ledge of these wars and their pomps, and had no need of

them."
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3 Namely, the five lords of the Philistines,

and all the Canaanites, and the Zidonians,

and the Hivites that dwelt on mount Leba-

non, from mount Ba'al-chermon unto the en-

trance" of Chamath.
4 And they were left to prove by them

the Israelites, to know whether they would
hearken unto the commandments of the Lord,
Avhich he had commanded their fathers by
the hand of Moses.

5 And the children of Israel dwelt in the

midst of the Canaanites, the Hittites, and the

Emorites. and the Perizzites, and the Hivites,

and the Jebusites;

6 And they took their daughters to them-
selves for wives, and their daughters the}-

gave to their sons; and they served their

gods.

7 ^ And the children of Israel did (thus)

the evil in the eyes of the Lord, and forgot

the Lord their God, and served the Ba'alim
and the groves.''

8 Wherefore the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Israel, and he sold them into

the hand of Cushan-rishathayim the king
of Mesopotamia; and the children of Isi'ael

served Cushan-rish'athayim eight years.

9 And the children of Israel cried then
unto the Lord, and the Lord raised up a de-

liverer to the children of Israel, who delivered

them, namely, 'Othniel the sou of Kenaz, the

younger brother of Caleb.

10 And the spirit of the Lord came over
him, and he judged Israel, and went out to

battle: and the Lord delivered Cushan-rish-

'athayim the king of Mesopotamia into his

hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-
rish'athajdm.

11 And the land had rest forty years; and
then died 'Othniel the soil of Kenaz.

12 ^ And the children of Israel did again
the evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the
Lord strengthened 'Eglon the king of Moiib

:

against Israel, because they had done the evil

in the eyes of the Lord.

13 And he gathered unto him the children

* Called at a later period " Coelesyria."
* Sachs leaves nnty.x untranslated, "Asheroth." Phi-

lippson, "the Astartt^s," as though it were 'Ashtaroth, and
says, that the Phoenicians placed the statue of this idol,

"the goddess of fortune," in groves.

° After Rashi and Jonathan; others, "left-handed,"
and others again, " using both hands alike."

2 M

of 'Ammon and 'Amalek, and they went and
smote Israel, and took possession of the city

of palm-trees.

14 And the children of Israel served 'Eg-

lon the king of Moilb eighteen years.

15 But the children of Israel cried then
unto the Lord; and the Lord raised up unto
them a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera a
Benjamite, a man who was lamed in his right

hand ;° and the children of Israel sent Ijy him
a present unto 'Eglon the king of Moiib.

16 But Ehud made himself a sword which
had two edges, of a cubit length; and he
girdled it under his garments upon his right

thigh."

17 And he brought the present near unto
'Eglon the king of Moiib ; now 'Eglon was a
very fat man.

18 And it came to pass when he had made
an end to offer the present, that he sent away
the people who had borne the present.

19 But he himself returned again from the
quarries that were by Gilgal, and said, I have
a secret w^ord unto thee, king ; and he said,

Keep silence; and thereupon went out from
his presence all that stood by him.

20 And Ehud came in unto him; and he
was sitting in the summer upper chamber,"
which was for himself alone. And Ehud
said, I have a w^ord of God unto thee. And
he arose out of his chair.

21 And Ehud stretched forth his left hand,
and took the sword from his right thigh, and
thrust it into his body. .

22 And the haft also went in after the
blade ; and the fat closed upon the blade ; for

he did not draw the sword out of his body,
and it passed into the fundament.

23 And Ehud went forth into the ante-

room, and shut*^ the doors of the upper cham-
ber after him, and locked them.

24 He was just gone out, when his ser-

vants came; and they saw, behold, the doors
of the upper chamber were locked ; and they
said, Surely he covereth his feet in the sum-
mer chamber.

* To have it ready for grasping -with his left hand.
" Lit. "a cooling upper-room," or the chamber under

the roof of the house, which was open to the cooling

winds; often used for private conversation (1 Sam. is.

2G,) or prayer (2 Kings xxiii. 12).
' Sachs and others, "locked the doors—and bolted

them."
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25 And they tarried till tliey were ashamed;

and behold, he opened not the doors of the

upper chamber; -wherefore they took the key

and opened them : and, behold, their lord was
lying dead on the iloor.

26 And Ehud had escaped while they were
tarrying, and passed beyond the quarries, and
escaped unto Se'irah."

27 And it came to pass, when he was
come, that he blew the cornet on the moun-
tain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel

went down with him from the mountain, and
he before them.

28 And he said unto them. Pursue after

me ; for the Lord hath delivered your enemies,

the MoJlbites, into your hand. And they
went down after him, and seized on the fords

of the Jordan toward Molib, and suflered not

a man to pass over.

29 And they smote of Moiib at that time
a]x)ut ten thousand men, all lusty, and all

men of valour; and there escaped not a man.
30 And Motib was humbled that day under

the hand of Israel. And the land had rest

eighty years.

31 ^] And after him was Shamgar the son

of 'Anath, who smote of the Philistines six

hundred men with an ox-goad;'' and he also

delivered Israel.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ And the children of Israel again did

the evil in the eyes of the Lord, when Ehud
was dead.

2 And the Lord sold them into the hand
of Yabin the king of Canaan, that reigned in

Chazor; and the captain of his army was
Sissera, who dwelt in Charosheth-hagojdm.

3 And the children of Israel cried unto the

Lord; for he had nine, hundred chariots of

iron; and he oppressed the children of Israel

with might twenty years.

4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of

Lapidoth,—she judged Israel at that time.

5 And she held her sitting under the palm-
tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el

on the mountain of Ephraim : and the chil-

dren of Israel came up to her for judgment.

' "Brush-wood."—R.\sill.
^ A long stick, armed at tlie end with a sharp point,

for driving oxen; a powerful instrument in the hand of a
strong man.

- Ileb. "sell."
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6 And she .sent .and called Barak the son
of Abino'am out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said

unto him. Behold, the Lord the God of Israel

hath commanded. Go and lead on toward
mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thou-

sand men of the children of Naphtali and of
the children of Zebulun.

7 And I will draw unto thee, to the brook
Kishon, Sissera, the captain of Yabin's army,
and his chariots and his multitude; and I

will give him up into thy hand.

8 And Barak said unto her. If thou wilt

go with me, then will I go; but if thou wilt

not go with me, I will not go.

9 And she said, I will indeed go with thee;

nevertheless it will not be for thy honour, on
the way which thou goest; for into the hand
of a woman will the Lord deliver^ Sissera;

and Deborah arose, and went with Barak to

Kedesli.

10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naph-
tali together to Kedesh; and there went up
in his train ten thousand men; also Deborah
went up with him.

11 Now Cheber the Kenite had severed

himself from the Kenites, from the children

of Chobab the fother-in-law of Moses ; and he
had pitched his tent as far as"* Elon-beza'an-

annim, which is near Kedesh.

12 And the}' told Sissera that Barak the

son of Abino'am was gone up to mount Ta-
bor.

13 And Sissera called together all his cha-

riots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all

the people that were Avitli him, from Cha-
rosheth-hagoyim unto the brook Kishon.

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up ! for

this is the day on which the Lord hath given

Sissera into thy hand; behold, the Lord is

gone out before thee; .so Barak went down
from mount Tabor, with ten thousand men
after him.

15 And the Lord confounded Sissera, and
all his chariots, and all his army," with the

edge of the SAvord before Bai-ak ; and Sissera

alighted from his chariot, and lied away on
foot.

16 And Barak pursued after the chariots,

^ Meaning that, in moving about with his herds, he had
extended his pasture-ground to the place indicated. (Soi>

also Gen. xiii. 12.) Eton is translated by others, "the

grove of Za'anannim."
" Lit. "camp;" or, "those who make up the camp."
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and after the army, unto Charosheth-hagoyim :

and all the army of Sissera fell by the edge of

the swoi'd ; there was not left even one.

17 But Sissera" had fled away on foot to

the tent of Ja'el the wife of Cheber the Ke-
nite; for there Avas peace between Yabin the

the king of Chazor and the house of Cheber
the Kenite.

18 And Ja'el went out to meet Sissera,

and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in

unto me, fear not; and he turned in unto her

into the tent, and she covered him with a

blanket.

19 And he said unto her. Give me to

drink, I pray thee, a little water; for I am
thirsty ; and she opened a bottle of milk, and
gave him to drink, and covered him up.

20 And he said unto her. Stand at the

door of the tent; and it shall be, that wheii

any man should come and ask of thee, and
say. Is there any man here? thou shalt say.

No.
21 And Ja'el the wife of Cheber took there-

upon the nail of the tent, and placed a ham-
mer in her hand, and went softly unto him,

and struck the nail into his temple, and it be-

came fastened in the ground ;'' but he was fast

asleep and weary; so he died.

22 And, behold, Barak came in pursuit of

Sissera, and Ja'el came out to meet him, and
said unto him. Come, and I will show thee

the man whom thou art seeking; and he
came to her, and behold, Sissera was lying

dead, with the nail in his temple.

23 So did God humble on that day Yabin
the king of Canaan before the children of

Israel.

24 And the hand of the children of Israel

* This is quite in accordance with the manner of the

writers of the Bible; they first give an account in general

terms, and nest they relate the particulars which resulted

to one or more of the persons in the narrative.
'' Arnheim renders yix3 niXni "she (Ja'el) cowered

down on the ground," viz. for the purpose of striking.
° After Rashi, Arnheim, and Sachs. (Exod. xxxii.

25.) Philippson renders nU'li) with "princes," and de-

rives it from an Arabic root, signifying "to lead in a

matter;" and translates, "that in their might arose the
princes in Israel; that the people," &c. Herxheimer,
"when deliverance (Num. v. 18) was effected in Israel."

According to our version, this verse forms the retrospect

upon the past.
'' Rashi; but Sachs and others, after the Septuagint,

make na "a chief;" hence ]nii3 "princes;" "the princes

ceased;" but the text requires no such forced construction.

became constantly heavier upon Yabin the

king of Canaan, until they had destroyed

Yabin the king of Canaan.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ Then sang Deborah with Barak the
son of Abino'am on that day, saying,

2 When depravity" had broken out in

Israel, then did the people offer themselves
willingly; (therefore) praise ye the Lord.

3 Hear, kings; give ear, princes; I

—

unto the Lord will I sing; I Avill sing praise

to the Lord, the God of Israel.

4 Lord, at thy going forth out of Se'ir, at

thy marching along out of the field of Edom,
the earth trembled, also the heavens dropped,
also the clouds dropped water.

5 The mountains melted aAvay because of

the presence of the Lord, yonder Sinai, be-

cause of the presence of the Lord, the God of

Israel.

6 In the days of Shamgar the son of 'Anath,
in the days of Ja'el, the highwaj's were unoc-
cupied, and those who travelled on roads

walked through crooked by-paths.

7 Desolate were the open towns* in Israel,

they were desolate, until that I arose, Debo-
rah, that I arose a mother in Israel.

8 They chose new gods, then was there

war in the gates; was there a shield seen or

a spear among forty thousand in Israel?"

9 My heart (belongeth) to the goA'ernors of
Israel, that offered themselves Avillingly among
the people;' praise ye the Lord.

10 Ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit

in judgment,^ and ye who walk on the way,
utter i^raise

!

11 (Urged on)*" by the voice oi those who

° Although they had arms, their sins caused them not
to wield them, and to flee ingloriously.

' This means, that her goodwill is for those chiefs who
volunteered with the people in time of danger.

* Ralbag makes "Middin" the name of a place, (Josh.

XV. 61,) thus: "Those who had to stop at Middin for

fear." Zunz and others, "on carpets," i. e. who live at

home; first the "riders," next, "the sitters," and next,

"the wanderers," are thus called on to thank God.
' "Instead of the voice of the archers,"

—

Philippson,
'2{yno from ]TI "arrow." Sachs, "louder than the call

of those who divide," from yxn "to divide;" {. e. those

who sing praises shall now be able to speak out more
freely than the shepherds do when they divide their flocks

after watering them, without fearing the enemy. Our
text says, that the people, incited by the shepherds, who
now are again unmolested, shall sing.
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divide (the flocks) at the watering wells,

there shall thej rehearse the benefits of the

Lord, the benefits toward his open towns in

Israel; (for) now go down (again) to the

gates the people of the Lord.

12 Awake, awake, Deboi'ah! awake, awake,

utter a song! up, Barak, and lead away thy

captives, son of Al)ino'am.

13 Then obtained" dominion a few that

had escaped for the nobles among the people

—the Lord gave me dominion over the

mighty.

14 They whose root is out of Ephraim
were against 'Amalek ; after thee, Benjamin,

with thy armies; out of Machir came down
lawgivers, and out of Zebulun they that

handle the pen*" of the writer.

15 And the princes of Issachar were with

Deborah
;
yea Issachar, the support" of Barak

;

into the valley he hastened down in his

train
;

(but) at the streams'* of Reuben there

were great thoughts" of heart.

IG Why didst thou sit among the sheep-

folds to hear the bleatings' of the flocks?

At the s-treams of Reuben there were great

searchings of heart.

17 Gil'ad abode beyond the Jordan; and
Dan—why would he tarry in ships? Asher
remained on the seashore, and abode near

his bays.

18 Zebulun is a people that jeoparded its

life unto death, and Naphtali—on the high

places of the (battle) field.

19 There came kings, (and) fought, then

fought the kings of Canaan, in Ta'anach by
the waters of Megiddo; gain^ of money they

took not away.
20 From heaven they fought—the stars in

their courses fought against Sissera.

21 The stream of Kishon swept them
away, that ancient*" stream, the stream Ki-

* After Sachs. Kashi, " Then obtained a remnant domi-

nion over the nobles of the enemy." PlHLIPPSON, "Then
went down a handful against a mighty people, the Lord
went down with nie against the heroes,"—taking TT
yrrotl as cf|ual to yurntl ; wherea.s the others make it de-

rived from mi radoh, " to rule."

" After Jonathan. Zunz and others, " the staff of the

writer." I'hilippson and Iler.xheimer take 1i30 snphcr,

" loader," referring to Jer. lii. 2.5, though there it is

more likely ".sccret.iry or scribe."

° After Arnhcim; but Ka.shi has it, "and the other

men of Issachar likewise," n as thus, "were with Barak."

In our version p is in the sense of "base," hence, "sup-
port."

2V1

shon; step along, my soul, in victorious

strength.

22 Then were crushed the hoofs of the

horses, through the prancuigs, the prancings
of their mighty ones.

23 Curse ye Meroz, saith the messenger of

the Lord, yea, curse ye bitterly its inhabit-

ants; because they came not to the help of

the Lord, to the help of the Lord among the

mighty.

24 Blessed above (other) women shall be

Ja'el the wife of Cheber the Kenite, above
(other) women (dwelling) in the tent may
she be blessed.

25 Water he asked, milk she gave (him;)

in a lordly dish she brought him cream.

26 Her hand she put forth to the nail, and
her right hand to the laborious woi'kmen's

hammer; and she hammered Sissera, she

struck his head, and crushed and smote
through his temple.

27 Between her feet ho bent, he fell, he
lay: between her feet he bent, he fell; where
he had bent, there he fell down, bereft of

life.

28 Out of the window looked and moaned
the mother of Sissera, through the lattice,

Why tarrieth his chariot so long in coming?
why lag the wheels' of his chariot?

29 The wise among her Ladies answered
her, she also returned a reply to herself,

30 Will they not find,—divide booty? one
maiden, two maidens lor every man, a booty

of coloured garments for Sissera, a booty

of coloured eml)roidered garments, coloured,

double-worked garments round the necks of

the cajitives?

31 Thus may perish all thy enemies,

Lord; but may those that love him be as the

rising of the sun in his might. And the land

had rest forty years.

"^ Rashi renders "in the divisions of the heart of Reii-

ben." M'e have given it as "streams," after Ps. Ixv. 10.

• i. e. Very cautious men, who would not venture into

the battle.

' Philippson, "pipes," in opposition to the "cornet" of

the warrior.

' Philippson after Thanchum, "a small piece of silver;"

but Rashi comments, " they came to help Sis.'sera without

object of reward." It m.ny moan, however, that they ob-

tained no bootj'; and it is then an ironical allusion to the

shameful defeat of the Canaaiiites.

" "The battle stream."—S.\riis and others.

' Lit. "the steps of his chariots." Sachs, "the steps

of his teams."
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CHAPTER VI.

1 And the children of Israel did the evil

in the eyes of the Lord: and the Lord deli-

vered them into the hand of Midian seven

years.

2 And the hand of Midian prevailed over

Israel; and because of the Midianites the

children of Israel made for themselves the

passes which are in the mountains, and the

caves, and the strong holds.

3 And it was, when Israel had sown, that

the Midianites came up, and the 'Amalekites,

and the children of the east, and they went
up against them;

4 And they encamped against them, and
destroyed the products of the earth, as far as

Gazza," and they left no sustenance for Israel,

neither lamb, nor ox, nor ass.

5 For they came u]) with their cattle and
their tents, and came as locusts in multitude;

and both they and their camels were without

number; and they came into the land to de-

stroy it.

6 And Israel was greatly impoverished be-

cause of the Midianites; and the children of

Israel cried unto the Lord.

7 Tl And it came to pass, when the chil-

dren of Israel had cried unto the Lord be-

cause of the Midianites,

8 That the Lord sent a prophet unto the

children of Israel, and he said unto them.

Thus saith the Lord the God of Israel, I led

you forth out of Egypt, and brought you out

of the house of slaveiy

;

9 And I delivered you out of the hand of

the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that

oppi-essred you, and I drove them out fi'om be-

fore you, and gave you their land

;

10 And I said unto you, I am the Lord
your God

;
ye shall not fear the gods of the

Emorites, in whose land ye dwell; but ye
have not obeyed my voice.

11 Tl And there came an angel of the

Lord, and sat do^vn under the oak which was
in 'Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash*" the

Abi'ezi'ite"; and his son Gid'on° was beating out

' Lit. "until thou comest to Gazza."
*" Correctly Yoiish.

' Commonly spelled "Gideon."
''

i. c. Only a small quantity at a time, so as not to at-

tracVthe watchful Midianites.

' According to the Mas.sorah, Gid'on addressed God, as

wheat in the wine-press,'' to hide it from the

Midianites.

12 And the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him, and said unto him. The Lord is

with thee, thou mighty man of valour.

13 And Gid'on said unto him, Pardon my
Lord, if the Lord be indeed with us, Avhy then
hath all this befallen us ? and where are all

his wonders of which our fathers have told us,

saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from
Egypt ? But now the Lord hatli forsaken us,

and delivered us into the hand of Midian.
14 And the Lord turned toward him, and

said. Go in this thy might, and thou shalt

save Israel from the hand of the Midianites;

behold, I have sent thee.

15 And he said unto him, Pardon my
Lord," wherewith shall I save Israel? behold,

my family is the weakest in Menasseh, and 1

am the youngest in my father's house.

16 And the Lord said unto him. Because
I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the

Midianites as one man.
17 And he said unto him. If now I have

found grace in thy eyes, then give me a sign^

that thou hast been speaking with me;
18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I

come unto thee, and bring forth my present,

and set it before tliee. And he said, I will

tarry until thy return.

19 ^ And Gid'on went in, and made ready
a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of

flour; the flesh he put in a basket, and the

broth he put in a pot, and brought it out unto
him under the oak, and presented it.

20 And the angel of God said unto him.
Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and
lay them upon this rock, and the broth pour
out. And he did so.

21 Then the angel of the Lord put forth

the end of the staff that was in his hand, and
touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes

;

and thei'e rose up fire out of the rock, and
consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes.

And the angel of the Lord departed out of his

sight.

22 And Avhen Gid'on perceived that it was

it is written Ailonay, not Adoni. But our version is after

Michlol Yophi.
' Gid'on requested a token by which he could be certain

that it was no delusion, his having been conversing with

a messenger of God, or more yet, that he had received a
direct communication from the Lord.
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an angel of the Lord, Gid'on said, Alas,

Lord Eternal ! because I have surely seen an

angel of tlie Loud face to face.

23 And tlie Loud said unto him, Peace be

unto thee ; fear not : thou shalt not die.

24 And Gid'on built there an altar unto

the LoKD, and called it Adonay-shalom (the

Eternal of Peace:) unto this day it is yet in

'Ophrah of the Abi'ezrites.

25 ^f And it came to pass in the same night,

that the Lord said unto him, Take thy fixther s

young bullock, and the second bullock of

seven years old, and throw down the altar of

Baiil which belongeth to thy father, and the

grove that is by it shalt thou cut down.
26 And build an altar unto the Lord thy

God upon the top of this rock, on the level

place, and take the second bullock, and oiler

(it as) a burnt-sacrifice with the wood of the

grove which thou shalt cut down.
27 And Gid'on took ten men of his servants,

and did as the Lord had spoken unto him

;

but it came to pass, because he feared his

father's household, and the men of the city, to

do it by day, that he did it by night.

28 And when tlie men of the city arose

early in the morning, behold, the altar of

Baiil was overthrown, and the grove that was
by it was cut down, and the second bullock

was offered upon the altar which had been built.

29 And they said one to another. Who
hath done this thing? And they inquired

and searched, and then said, Gid'on the son

of JoJish hath done this thing.

30 Thereupon said the men of the city unto
Joiish, Bring out thy son, that he may die

;

because he hath overthrown the altar of Baiil,

and because he hath cut down the grove that

was by it.

31 But Joiish said unto all that stood

around him. Will ye indeed contend for Baiil ?

will ye assist him? he that will contend for

liim, shall be put to death
;
(wait)*" until morn-

ing; if he be a god, let him contend for him-
self, because one hath overthrown his altar.

32 And the people called him on that day
Ycrublja'al," saying, Let Baiil contend against

him, because he hath overthrown his altar.

• * I. e. The level part on the top of the rock ; this ia the

view of JoiKiUian.
*" After Uashi, who supplies the word "wait."
* From Yarib, "be shall contend."
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33 T[ And all the Midianites and 'Araalek-
ites and the children of the east assembled to-

gether, and went over* and encamped in the
valley of Yizre'el.

34 But the Spirit of the Lord endued
Gid'on, and he blew the comet ; and Abi'ezer
assembled and followed him.

35 And he sent messengers throughout all

Menasseh ; who also assembled and followed
him ; and he sent messengers through Asher,
and through Zebulun, and through Naphtali;
and they came up to meet them.

36 And Gid'on said imto God, If thou wilt

save Israel by my hand, as thou hast spoken,
37 Behold, I set up this fleece of wool in

the threshing floor ; if now there be dew on
the fleece alone, and it be dry upon all the
ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save
Israel by my hand, as thou hast spoken.

38 And it was so; and when he rose uj)

early on the morrow, he squeezed the fleece

together, and wrung dew out of the fleece,

(making) a bowl full of water.

39 And Gid'on said unto God, Let not thy
anger be kindled against me, and I will speak
but this once (more;) let me have a proof, I

pray thee, but this once more with the fleece

;

let it, I pray, be dry upon the fleece alone, and
upon all the ground let there be dew.
40 And God did so that night; and it was

dry upon the fleece alone, and on all the

ground there was dew.

CHAPTER VII.

1 T[ Then Yerubba'al, who is Gid'on, and
all the people that were with him, rose up
early, and encamped beside the spring of Cha-
rod ; and the camp of the Midianites was on
the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh,
in the valley.

2 ^ And the Lord said unto Gid'on, The
people that are with thee are too many for

me to give the Midianites into their hand;
lest Israel should vaunt themselves against

me, saying. My own hand hath saved me.
3 Now therefore, do proclaim in the ears

of the people, saying. Whosoever is fearful

and afraid, let him return and depart early"

" The Jordan.
* 13X' from the Chaldaic N13X " morning."

—

Rashi.
Redak renders it, " let them take a circuit," (Isaiah

Xiviii. 5.)
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from mount Gil'ad." And there returned ^f
the people twenty and two thousand; and ten

thousand remained.

4 T[ And the Lord said unto Gid'on, The
l)eople are yet too many ; let them go down
unto the water, and I will try them for thee

there : and it shall be, that of whom I will

say unto thee. This one shall go with thee,

the same shall go with thee ; and of whomso-
ever I will say unto thee, This one shall not

go with thee, the same shall not go.

5 Tl So he caused the people to go do^vn

unto the water : and the Lord said unto Gid'on,

Every one that lappeth of the water with his

tongue, as the dog lappeth, him shalt thou set

by himself; likewise every one that bendeth

down upon his knees to drink.

6 And the number of those that lapped,

putting their hand'' to their mouth, was three

hundred men; but all the rest of the people

bent down upon their knees to drink water.

7 T[ And the Lord said unto Gid'on, By
the three hundred men that lapped will I save

you, and deliver the Midianites into thy hand

;

and let all the other people go every man
unto his place.

8 And they took the provision of the peo-

ple in their hand, and their cornets : and all

the rest of Israel he dismissed, every man unto

his tent ; but those three hundred men he re-

tained; and the camp of Midian was beneath

him in the valley.

9 ^ And it came to pass, during the same
night, that the Lord said unto him, Arise,

get thee down into the camp ; for I have deli-

vered it into thy hand.

10 And if thou fear to go do^vn, then go thou

down with Purali thy servant to the camp.
11 And thou shalt hear what they will

say; and after that shall thy hands be

strengthened, and thou wilt go down unto the

camp. And he went down with Purali liis

servant \nito the outside" of the armed men
that were in the camp.

12 And the Midianites and the 'Amalek-
ites and the children of the east lay along in

the valley like the locusts for multitude ; and

° Rabbi Joseph Sobwarz, in his Geography, page 1G4,

alleges that there is, about one mile east of Serain, the

ancient Yizre'el, a mount called Djebl Djulud, which he

deems a corruption from Djilead, or the Gil'ad of this

verse. Others explain that they might go back to mount
Gil'ad proper, on the east side of the Jordan,

their camels were without number, as the

sand by the seaside for multitude.

13 And when Gid'on was come, behold, a
man was telling a dream unto his fellow, and
said. Behold, I have dreamt a dream, and, lo,

a baked cake of barley bread was rolling-

round through the camp of Midian, and came
unto the tent,* and struck against it so that

it fell, and it turned it bottom upward, and
the tent thus tumbled down.

14 And his fellow answered and said. This
is nothing else save the sword of Gid'on the
son of Jotish, a man of Israel; into whose
hand God hath delivered Midian, and the
whole camp.

15 ^ And it was, when Gid'on heard the
narration of the dream, and its interpretation,

that he prostrated himself, and returned unto
the camp of Israel, and said. Arise; for the
Lord hath delivered into your hand the camp
of Midian.

16 ][ And he divided the three hundred
men into three companies, and he put cornets

in the hand of all of them, with empty
pitchers, and torches in the pitchers.

17 And he said unto them, What you see

me do, do ye likewise; and, behold, Avhen I

am come to the edge of the camp, it shall be
that, as I do, so shall ye do.

18 When I blow the cornet, I and all that

are with me, then shall ye blow the cornets

also on every side of all the camp, and say,

For the Lord, and for Gid'on.

19 Tl And Gid'on, and the hundred men
that were with him, came unto the edge of

the camj) in the beginning of the middle
watch; when they had but newly set the
sentinels : and they blew the comets, and broke
the pitchers that were in their hand.

20 And the three companies blew the cor-

nets, and broke the pitchers, and seized with
their left hand the torches, and with their

right hand the cornets to blow; and they
cried. The sword for the Lord, and for Gid'on.

21 And they remained standing every man
in his place round about the camp ; and all (in)

the camp ran, and cried, and fled.

'' These put their hand into the spring and lapped the

water out their baud; the others kneeled down in form

and drank from the spring direct, or fetched it in buckets

or their helmets.
° Perhaps equal to the modern "outposts."
'' No doubt that of the sheik.
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22 And as the three hundred comets

sounded, the Lord set every man's sword

against his follow, even throughout all the

camp;" and the host fled as far as Beth-ha-

shittah to Zererah, up to the border of Abel-

mecholah, near Tabbath.

23 And the men of Israel were called to-

gether out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and

out of all Menasseh, and they pursued after

the Midianites.

24 And Gid'on sent messengers tliroughout

all the mountain of Ephraim, saying, Come
down against the Midianites, and seize from

them the waters as far as Beth-barah and the

Jordan. And all the men of Ephraim assem-

bled themselves, and seized on the waters as

far as Beth-barah and the Jordan.

25 And they captured two princes of

the Midianites, 'Oreb and Zeiib; and they

slew 'Oreb upon the rock 'Oreb, and Zeeb

they slew at the Avinepress of Zeeb, and pur-

sued the Midianites; and the heads of 'Oreb

and Zeeb they brought to Gid'on from*" the

other side the Jordan.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 And the men of Ephraim said unto him.

What is this thing that thou hast done unto

us, not to call for us, when thou wentest to

fight with the Midianites? And they quar-

relled with him vehemently.

2 And he said unto them. What have I

done now in comparison with you ? Is not the

gleaning of Ephraim better than the vintage

of Abi'ezer?

o Into your hand God delivered the princes

of Midian, 'Oreb and Zeeb : and what have I

been able to do in comparison with you?
Then was their anger" abated from him, when
he had said this.

4 And Gid'on came to the Jordan, and
pa.ssed over, he, and the three hundred men
that were with him, fliint, and in pursuit.

5 And he said unto the men of Succoth,

Give, I pray you, a few loaves of bi'ead unto

the people that are in my train; for they are

* Sachs, " and against all the camp."
'

i'. c. These chiefs were slain on the cast side of the

Jordan, and their heads were hrought to Gid'on before he

passed the river.

° Heb. " spirit."

'' After Sachs, as though it were Sjt "jD. Jonathan, how-
ever, leaves it untranslated, "arc Zcbach and Zalmunna."

29G

faint, and I am pursuing after Zeba«h and
Zalmunna,' the kings of Midian.

G And the princes of Succoth said, Is the

sole'' of the foot of Zebach and Zalmunna' now
already in thy hand, that we should give

unto til}- army bread?
7 And Gid'on said. Therefore Avhen the

Lord hath delivered Zebach and Zalmunna'
into my hand, then will I thresh your flesh

with the thorns of the wilderness and with
briers.

8 And he went up thence to Penuel, and
spoke imto them in the same manner : and
the men of Penuel answered him as the men
of Succoth had answered."

9 And he said also unto the men of Penuel
thus, When I return again in peace, I will

break down this tower.

10 ^1 Now Zebach and Zalmunna' were in

Karkor, and their camps with them, about
fifteen thousand men, all that had been left

of all the camps of the children of the east;

but those who had fallen were one hundred
and twenty thousand men that drew the

sword.

11 And Gid'on Avent up by the way of

those that dwelt in tents,' to the east of No-
bach and Yogbehah, and smote the camp; but
the camp thought itself secure.

12 And Zebach and Zalmunna' fled; but he
pursued after them, and captured the two
kings of Midian, Zebach and Zalmunna', and
all the camp he discomfited.^

13 And Gid'on the son of JoJish returned

from the battle before tlie rising of the sun,

14 And he caught a young man of the peo-

ple of Succoth, and inquired of him: and he

wrote down for him the princes of Succoth,

and the elders thereof, seventy and seven

men.
15 And he came unto the men of Succoth,

and said, Behold here are Zebach and Zal-

munna', with whom ye deride<l me, saying.

Is the sole of the foot of Zebach and Zal-

munna' now already in th}- hand, that we
should give unto thy weary men bread?

* The people of Succoth and Penuel were evidently

afraid of the vengeance of the Midianites in case they were

to supi)ly Gid'on with food, deeming iiim too feeble to

overcome the formidable army still in their neighbour-

hood.
' I. e. The Nomadic tribes east of Palestine.

' Ileb. " terrified."
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16 And he took tlie elders of the cit\^, and
the thorns of the wilderness and briers, and
chastised with them the men of Siiccoth.

17 And the tower of Pennel he beat down,
and slew the men of the city.

18 And he said unto Zebach and Zal-

munna', What kind of men were those whom
ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As
thou art, so were the\- ; one" was in form like

that of the children of a king.

19 And he said. They w^ere my brothers,

the sons of my mother; as the Lord liveth, if

ye had spared them alive, I would not slay you.

20 And he said unto Yether his first-born,

Rise up and slay them. But the youth drew
not his sword ; for he was afraid, because he

Avas 3'et a youth.

21 Then said Zebach and Zalmunna', Rise

thou, and fall ujjon us; for as the man is, so

is his strength. And Gid'on arose, and slew

Zebach and Zalmunna'; and he took away
the crescent ornaments that were on the

necks of their camels.

22 T[ And the men of Israel said unto

Gid'on, Rule thou over us, both thou and thy

son, and thy son's son also ; for thou hast de-

livered us out of the hand of Midian.

23 And Gid'on said unto them, I will not

rule over you, neither shall my son rule over

you ; the Lord shall rule over you.

24 And Gid'on said unto them, I would
ask one request of you, that ye should give

me every man the ear-ring of his booty; for

they'' had had golden ear-rings, because they

were Ishmaelites.

25 And they answered. We will willingly

give. And they spread out a garment, and
they cast therein every man the ear-ring of

his booty.

26 And the weight of the golden ear-rings

that he had requested was a thousand and
seven hundred shekels of gold; besides the

crescent ornaments, and ear-drops, and purple

garments that were on the kings of Midian,

and besides the chains that were about their

camels' necks.

27 And Gid'on made thereof an ephod,

and set it up in his city, in 'Ophrah : and all

Israel went astray after it thither; and it be-

came a snare unto Gid'on, and to his house.

* Others, " every one was," &c.
" i. e. The Midianites.

2N

28 And Midian was humbled before the

children of Israel, so that they lifted not up
their lieads any more. And the country was
quiet forty years in the days of Gid'on.

29 ^ And YeruJjba'al the son of Joiish

went and dwelt in his own house.

30 And Gid'on had seventy sons begotten
of his body ; for he had many Avives.

31 And his concubine that was in Shechem,
she also bore him a son, and he gave him
the name, Abimelech.

32 And Gid'on the son of Joiish died in a
good old age, and was buried in the sepulchre

of Joiish his father, in 'Ophrah of the Abi'ez-

rites.

33 ^ And it came to pass, when Gid'on

was dead, that the children of Israel turned
again, and went astray after the Ba'alim, and
made themselves Ba'al-berith for a god.

34 And the children of Israel remembered
not the Lord their God, Avho had delivered

them out of the hand of all their enemies on
every side:

35 Neither showed they kindness to the

house of Yerubba'al, namely, Gid'on, in ac-

cordance Avith all the good Avhich he had
done unto Israel.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And Abimelech the son of Yerub-
ba'al Avent to Shechem unto his motliei''s bi'o-

thers, and spoke unto them, and unto all the
family of the house of his mother's father,

saying,

2 Sjieak, I pray you, in the ears of all the

men" of Shechem, What is better for j'ou,

either that there should rule oA^er you seventy
men, all the sons of Yerubba'al, or that there

reign oA'er you one man ? and remember that

I am your bone and your flesh.

3 And his mother's brothers spoke con-

cerning him in the ears of all the men of

Shechem all these Avords; and their heart be-

came inclined after Abimelech ; for they said,

He is our brother.

4 And they gave him scA-enty pieces of

silver out of the house of Ba'al-berith; and
Abimelech hired thercAvith idle and heedless

persons, avIio folloAA-ed him.

5 And he came unto his father's house at

° Sachs renders ODt? 'S^'a uniformly with "lords of

Shechem."
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'Oplirah, and slew his brothers the sons of

Yenil^ba'al, seventy persons, upon one stone;

and there Avas yet left Yothani the youngest

son of Yeruhha'al; for he had hidden himself

G ^ And all the men of Shechem and all

Beth-niillo assembled together, and Avent, and
made Al)inielech king, by the oak of the pil-

lar" that was by Sheehem.
7 And they told it to Yotham; and he

went and stood on the top of mount Gerizzim,

and he lifted up his voice, and cried ; and he
said unto them, Hearken unto me, ye men of

Sheehem, so that God may hearken unto you.

8 The trees went once forth to anoint a

king over them ; and they said unto the olive-

tree, Reign thou over us.

9 But the olive-tree said unto them, Should
I give up my fatness, wherewith through me
they honour God and man, and shall I go to

be promoted'' over the trees?

10 And the trees said to the fig-tree. Come
thou, reign over us.

11 But the fig-tree said unto them. Should
I gi\'e up my sweetness, and my good pro-

ductiveness, and go to be promoted over the

trees ?

12 Then said the trees unto the vine.

Come thou, reign over us.

13 But the vine said unto them, Should I

give up my fresh wine, which rejoiceth God
and man, and go to be promoted over the

trees ?

14 Then said all the trees unto the bram-
ble, Come thou, reign over us.

15 And the bramble said unto the trees. If

in truth ye anoint me as king over you, then
come seek protection in my shadow; and if

not, then let fire come out of the bramble,

and devour the cedars of the Lebanon.
10 And now, if ye have acted in truth

and sincerity, when ye made Al)imelech king,

and if ye have dealt well with Yerubba'al and
his house, and have done unto him according

to the merit of his hands;
17 (In that my father fought for you, and

cast his life far away," and delivered you out

of the hand of Midian

:

18 While yo are risen up against my
father's house this da}-, and have slain his

' Probably the pillar erected by Joshua. TIer.xheimer.
' Or, "to trouble myself about the trees." Literally,

'to move over the trees."
° i'. c. Jeopardized his life in an unequal contest.
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sons, seventy men, upon one stone, and have
made Abimelech, the son of his maid-servant,
king over the men of Sheehem, because he
is your brother;)

19 If ye ha\e thus acted in truth and
sincerity with Yerubba'al and with his house
this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech : and
let him also rejoice in you;

20 But if not, let fire come out from Abi-

melech, and devour the men of Sheehem and
Beth-millo; and let fire come out from the

men of Sheehem, and from Beth-millo, and
devour Abimelech.

21 And Yotham ran away, and fled, and
went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of

Abimelech his brother.

22 \\ And Abimelech ruled over Israel

three years,

23 And then did God send an evil spirit

between Abimelech and the men of Sheehem

;

and the men of Sheehem became unfaithful

toward Abimelech

;

24 So that the violence (done) to the
seventy sons of Yerubba'al might come, and
their blood be laid upon Abimelech their

brother, who had slain them; and upon the
men of Sheehem, who had strengthened his

hands to slay his brothers.

25 And the men of Sheehem set j^ersons to

lie in wait for him on the tops of the moun-
tains, and they robbed all that pas.«;ed by them
on that way: and it was told unto Abime-
lech.

20 T[ And there came Ga'al the son of

"Ebed with his brothers, and passed through
Sheehem: and the men of Sheehem put their

confidence in him.

27 And they went out into the field, and
gathered their vineyards, and trod (the

grapes,) and made joyful feasts, and went
into the house of their god, and ate and
drank, and cursed Abimelech.

28 And Ga'al the son of 'Ebed said. Who
is Abimelech, and who is Sheehem, that we
should serve him? is not he the son of Yerub-
ba'al? and Zebul his superintendent? serve''

the men of Chamor the father of Sheehem

;

for whj indeed should we serve him?
29 And that some one would put this

' i. e. Sooner serve the ancient owners of the land

(see Gen. sxxiii. 10) than such a creature. Perhaps

(ja'al himself may have been a Hivite, and claimed de-

scent from the ancient lords.
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people into my power! and I would remove
Abimelech. And he let it be said to Abime-
lech, Increase thy amij-, and come out.

.30 And when Zebul the ruler of the city

heard the Avords of Ga'al the son of 'Ebed, his

anger was kindled.

ol And he sent messengers unto Abime-
lech privately," saying, Behold, Ga'al the son of

'Ebed and his brothers are come to Shechem

;

and, behold, they incite** the city to enmity

against thee.

32 And now rise up by night, thou and
the people that are >vith thee, and Ue in wait

in the field

:

3.3 And it shall be, in the moi'ning, the

moment the sun shineth, that thou shalt rise

early, and set"" upon the city: and, behold,

when he and the people that are with him
come out against thee, then mayest thou do

to them as thy means'* may let thee.

34 ^ And Abimelech rose up, and all the

people that were with him, by night, and
they lay in wait against Shechem in four

companies.

35 And Ga'al the son of 'Ebed went out,

and stood in the entrance of the city-gate:

and Abimelech rose up, and the people that

were with him, from the ambush.

36 And when Ga'al saw the people, he

said to Zebul, Behold, people are coming
doA\ai from the tops of the mountains. And
Zebul said unto him. Thou regardest the sha-

dow of the mountains as men.
37 And Ga'al spoke again and said. See

people are coming down from the highest point

of the land, and one company is coming along

by the way of the grove of Me'onenim."

38 Then said Zebul unto him, Where is

now thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who
is Abimelech, that Ave should serve him? is

not this the people that thou hast despised?

go out now, I pray, and fight Avith them.

39 And Ga'al Avent out before the men of

Shechem, and fought Avith Abimelech.

40 And Abimelech pursued him, and he
fled before him, and many fell slain, CA^en as

far as the entrance of the gate.

41 And Abimelech remained at Arumah:

* Others, " craftily," or, " to Tonnah," as though it were

a name of a place, the same as Arumah, verse 41.
'' Redak, after whom Sachs, "they close the city against

thee."

and Zebul banished Ga'al and his brothers,

that they should not remain in Shechem.
42 And it to pass on the morroAv, that the

people AA'ent out into the field; and it Avas

told to Abimelech.

43 And he took the people, and divided

them into three companies, and lay in AA'ait in

the field; and as he saAV, and, behold, that

the people AA^ere coming forth out of the city,

he rose up against them, and smote them.
44 And Abimelech, and the companies

that AA'ere AA'ith him, spread forAAard, and took
position in the entrance of the citj-gate : and
the two other companies spread OA^er all that

Avere in the fields, and smote them.

45 And Abimelech fought against the city

all that day; and he captured the cit}', and
the jjeople that AA^as therein he sIcav; and he
beat doAA'n the city, and soAA'ed it Avith salt.

46 ^ And Avlien all the men of the toAver

of Shechem heard this, they entered into the

stronghold of the house of the god Berith.

47 And it Avas told unto Abimelech, that

all the men of the toAver of Shechem Avere

gathered together.

48 And Abimelech went thereupon up to

mount Zalmon, he and all the people that

Avere Avith him ; and Abimelech took an axe
in his hand, and cut doA\'n a bough from a

tree, and bore it, and laid it on his shoulder

;

and he said unto the people that AA-ere AA'ith

him. What ye haA'e seen that I liaA'e done,

make haste, and do like me.
49 And all the people also cut doAA'n CA'ery

man his bough, and folloAA'cd Abimelech, and
put the same to the stronghold, and set the

stronghold over them' on fire ; and thus died

also all the people of the toAA^er of Shechem,
about a thousand men and Avomen.

50 T[ And Abimelech AA'ent then to The-
bez, and encamped against Thebez, and cap-

tured it.

51 But there Avas a strong toAver AAithin

the city, and thither fled all the men and the

AA'omen, and all the chief persons of the city,

and shut the doors behind them, and Avent up

to the roof of the toAA'er.

52 And Abimelech came up to the toAver,

Lit. "spread abroad," to wit, deploy the troops.

Lit. "As thy hand may find," i. e. the means.

"The wizards' oak."

—

Philippson.

{. e. The persons locked up in the stronghold.
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and fought against it, and approached as far

as the door of the tower to burn it with

fire.

53 But a certain woman cast a piece of an

upper millstone upon Abimelech's head, and

crushed his skull.

54 Then called he hastily unto the young

man that bore his armour, and said unto him,

Draw thy sword, and slay me, that people

may not say of me, A woman hath slain him.

And his young man thrust him through, and

he died.

55 And when the men of Israel saw that

Abimelech was dead, they departed every

man to his place.

56 Thus did God compensate the evil of

Abimelech, which he had done unto his father,

in .slaying his seventy brothers:

57 And all the evil of the men of Shechem
did God bring back upon their own head;

and upon them came the curse of Yotham
the son of Yerubba'al.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And there arose after Abimelech to

deliver Israel Tola' the son of Puah, the son

of Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in

Shamir in the mountain of Ephraim.

2 And he judged Israel twenty and three

years, and then died, and was buried in

Shamir.

3 ]f And after him arose Yair, the Gil'adite,

and j udged Israel twenty and two years

;

4 And he had thirty sons that rode on

thirty ass-colts,° and they had thirty cities,

which are called Chavoth-ya'ir unto this day,

which are in the land of Gil'ad.

5 And Yair died, and was buried in Ka-
mon.

G ^ And the children of Israel repeated to

do the evil in the eyes of the Lord, and they

.served the Ba'alim, and 'Ashtaroth, and the

gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the

gods of Moiib. and the gods of the children of

'Amnion, and the gods of the Philistines, and

they forsook the Lokd, and .served not him.

7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

* No doubt that riding on an animal was a token of

distinction in the simplicity of ancient manners.
"" Meaning, in the very first year of their defection from

God they were oppressed and crushed, for that is the sig-

nification of the word IXSTI; whereas before, they had
800

against Israel, and he .sold them into the hand
of the Philistines, and into the hand of the

children of 'Amnion.

8 And they afHicted and oppressed the chil-

dren of Israel that*" year; (and) for eighteen

years all tlie children of Israel that were
on the other side of the Jordan in the land

of the Emorites, which is in Gil'ad.

9 And the children of 'Amnion passed over

the Jordan to fight also against Judah, and
against Benjamin, and against the house of

Ephraim; .so that Israel was sore distressed.

10 And the children of Israel cried unto

the Lord, saying, We have sinned against

thee, because we have forsaken our God, and
have served the Ba'alim.

11 ^ And the Lord said unto the children

of Israel, Behold (I delivered you) from the

Egyptians, and from the Emorites, from the

children of 'Ammon, and from the Philis-

tines.

12 And when the Zidonians, and the

'Amalekites, and the Ma'onites did oppress

you, and ye ci'ied to me, I delivered you also

out of their hand.

13 And yet ye have forsaken me, and
served other gods; whei'efore I will deliver

you no more.

14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye
have chosen; let these deliver you in the

time of your tribulation.

15 And the children of Israel said unto the

Lord, We have sinned: do thou unto us en-

tirely as it seemeth good in thy eyes ; only de-

liver us, we pray thee, this time."

16 And they init away the strange gods

from their midst, and served the Lord; and
his soul was grieved'' for the trouble of Israel.

17 ^ And the children of "Amnion were
called together, and they encamped in Gil'ad.

And the children of Israel also assembled them
selves together, and encamped in Mizpah.

18 And the people, the princes of (iil'ad,

said one to another. Whatever man it be

that will begin to fight against the children

of 'Ammon, shall become the head over all

the inhabitants of Gil'ad.

nothing to fear; and this state of affliction lasted eighteen

years.

° Lit. "day."
'' Lit. "was short;" j'. c " he could no longer cudnro

the," &c.
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CHAPTER XI.

1 Now Yiphthach" the Gil'adite was a

mighty man of valour, but he Avas the son of a
harlot ; and Gil'ad had begotten Yijjhthach.

2 And the wife of Gil'ad also bore him
sons; and when the sons of the Avife were
grown up, they drove away Yiphthach, and
said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in the

house of our fother; for the son of another''

woman art thou.

3 And Yiphthach fled away from his bro-

thers, and dwelt in the land of Tob ; and there

gathered themselves to Yiphthach idle men,
and they went out with him.

4 ^ And it came to pass after some time,

that the children of 'Ammon made war against

Israel.

5 And it was so, when the children of

'Ammon made war against Israel, that the

elders of Gil'ad went to fetch Yiphthach out

of the land of Tob.

6 And they said unto Yiphthach, Come,
and become a leader unto us, that we may
fight with the children of 'Ammon.

7 And Yiphthach said unto the elders of

Gil'ad, Did ye not hate me, and drive me
away out of my father's house ? and why are

ye come unto me now, when ye are in dis-

tress ?

8 And the elders of Gil'ad said unto Yiph-

thach, Therefore are we now come back to

thee, that thou mayest go with us, and fight

against the children of 'Ammon; and thou

.shalt become unto us a head, unto all the in-

habitants of Gil'ad.

9 And Yiphthach said unto the elders of

Gil'ad, If ye bring me home again to fight

against the children of 'Amnion, and the Lord
give them up before me, shall" I remain your
head ?

10 And the elders of Gil'ad said unto Yiph-
thach, The Lord shall be a hearer'* between
us, if we do not so according to thy Avord.

11 Then went Yiphthach Avith the elders

of Gil'ad, and the people appointed him o\'er

* Improperly termed in the English version Jcphthah.
* Others, "a strange woman." It was, no doubt, illegal

to banish Yiphthach, as the children of a concubine, (which
according to Jewish opinion is meant here,) could inherit.

" Arnheim renders this affirmatively, "then will I re-

main your head." Either way it is a contract which he

made with the elders, that it should not be merely for the

them as head and as leader; and Yiphthach
spoke all his Avords before the Lord in Mitz-

pah.

12 ][ And Yiphthach sent mes.sengers unto
the king of the children of 'Ammon, saying.

What luwe I to do Avith thee, that thou art

come unto me to fight against my land ?

13 And the king of the children of 'Annnon
said unto the messengers of Yiphthach, Be-
cause Israel took aAvay my land, Avhen they
came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon even
unto the Yabbok, and unto the Jordan; and
noAv restore these (lands) again in peace.

14 And Yiphthach again sent messengers
unto the king of the children of 'Ammon

;

15 And he said unto him. Thus saith

Yiphthach, Israel did not take aAvay the land
of Moilb, nor the land of the children of 'Am-
mon;

16 For Avhen they came up out of Egypt,
Israel Avalked through the Avilderness unto the
Red Sea, and came to Kadesh;

17 And Israel then sent messengers unto
the king of Edom, saying. Let me pass, I pray
thee, through thy land; but the king of Edom
Avould not hearken; and also to the king of

Moiib they sent; but he Avould not consent:

and Israel remained in Kadesh.
18 Then they wandered through the Avil-

derness, and travelled round the land of Edom,
and the land of Moiib, and came from the

rising of the sun to the land of Moiib, and en-

camped on the other side of the Arnon; but
they came not Avithin the border of Moiib ; for

the Arnon is the boundary of Moiib.

19 And Israel sent messengers unto Sichon

the king of the Emorites, the king of Chesh-
bon; and Israel said unto him, Let us pass,

Ave pray thee, through thy land unto my"
place.

20 But Sichon trusted not Israel to (let

them) pass through his territory; and Sichon

assembled all his people, and encamped in

Yahaz, and fought against Israel.

21 And the Lord the God of Israel deliA-er-

ed Sichon and all his people into the hand of

war that he was to be the leader, but even after the de-

liverance of the people had been achieved : the elders as-

sented to this proposition also in verse 10.

^ Eng. version, "witness," viz. through means of hear-

" The chief speaking in the singular in the name of the

people.
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Israel, and they smote them ; and Israel took

possession of all the land of the Emorites, the

inhabitants of that country.

22 And they took possession of all the

territory of the Emorite.s, from the Arnon

even unto the Yabbok, and from the wilder-

ness even unto the Jordan.

23 So now the Lord the God of Israel hath

disjwssessed the Emorites from before his peo-

ple Israel, and shouldest thou possess" it?

24 Truly! that which Kemosh thy god

may give thee to possess, even that canst thou

possess; but whatsoever the Lord our God
hath dri\'en out from before us, even that will

we pos.sess.

25 And now art thou then any better than

Balak the son of Zippor, the king of Moiib ?

did he ever strive against Israel, or did he

ever fight against them ?

26 (And) while Israel hath dwelt in Chesh-

bon and in its toAvns, and in 'Aro'er and in its

towns, and in all the cities that are along the

margins of the Arnon, three hundred 3 ears

:

why did ye not recover them within that

time ?

27 Whereas I myself have not sinned

against thee, and thou doest me Avrong to war
against me : may the Lord, the Judge, decide

tliis day tetween the children of Israel and

the children of 'Ammon.
28 Nevertheless the king of the children of

'Amnion hearkened not unto the words of

Yiphthach which he had sent to him.

29 Tl Then came upon Yiphthach the spirit

of the Lord, and he passed through Gil'ad,

and Menasseh, and passed through Mitzpeh

of Gil'ad, and from Mitzpeh of Gil'ad he pass-

ed over unto the children of 'Amnion.

30 And Yiphthach made a vow unto the

Lord, and said. If thou wilt indeed deliver

the children of 'Amnion into my hand,

31 Then shall it be, that whatsoever Com-

eth'' forth out of the doors of m^' house to

meet me, when I return in peace from the

* Others render, " and thou wouldst drive them out ?"

" lleb. " the forthcomcr that comcth forth."

° p"\l is not translatable in this passage : it nje.ins,

"and only;" and is used to qualify intensively the ad-

jective HTH", thus, "absolutely his sole child."

'' "The term 'descend to the mountains' is used, because

Mizpah was situated on higher ground."

—

Heuxiieimer.

"Descending is here u.sed as indicating to go into the

caves of the same."—PiiiLiPPSON. Rashi renders, "mTi
"I will mourn on the mountains."
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children of 'Amnion, shall l>elong to the Lord,

and I will offer it up for a burnt-offering.

32 ^ So Yiphthach passed over unto the

children of 'Amnion to fight against them;
and the Lord delivered them into his hand.

33 And he smote them from 'Aro'er, even
till thou comest to Minnith, twenty cities,

and unto Abel-keramin, with a very great

defeat; and the children of 'Amnion were
humbled before the children of Israel.

34 ^ And Yiphthach came to Mizpah unto

his house, and, behold, his daughter came out

to meet him with timbrels and with dances:

and she" was his sole child; he had beside her

neither son nor daughter.

35 And it came to pass, when he saw her,

that he rent liis garments, and said, Alas,

my daughter! thou hast bent me down very
low, and thou art one of those that trouble

me; for I have opened my mouth unto the

Lord, and I cannot go back.

36 And she said unto him. My father, if

thou hast opened thy mouth unto the Lord,

do to me in accordance with what hath pro-

ceeded out of thy mouth ; since the Lord hath
taken vengeance for thee on thy enemies,

on the children of 'Ammon.
37 And she said unto her father. Let this

thing be done for me: let me alone two
inonths, that I may descend'* to the moun-
tains, and bewail my virginity, I with my
companions.

38 And he said, Go. And he sent her

away for two months : and she went with her

companions, and bewailed her virginity on
the mountains.

39 And it came to pa.ss at the end of two
months, that .she returned unto her father,

and he fulfilled" on her his vow which he had
vowed; and she knew no man; and it be-

came a custom in Israel,

40 That the daughters of Israel went from
year to year to lament' the daughter of Yiph-
thach the Gil'adite four da^s in the year.

' Some suppose that Yiphth.ioh actuallj- slew his daugh-

ter, though of course not in the sanctuary; others, among
them Redak, that he built a house bc^-ond the precincts

of the city, where she, his only child, lived secluded and

unmarried all her life. To those who know how much
Israelites regarded children as a blessing, it will be easy

to conceive that such a seclusion must have been extremely

painful to Yiphthach no less than to his daughter, without

assuming that he actually sacrificed her.

' Sachs and others, "to sing the praise of," <S:c.
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CHAPTER XII.

1 ][ And the men of Ephraim wei'e called

together, and went northward, and said unto

Yiphthach, Wherefore didst thou pass over to

fight against the children of 'Amnion, and
didst not call us to go Avith thee? thy house
will we hurn over thee with fire.

2 And Yiphthach said unto them, I and
my people were greatly engaged in strife

Avitli the children of 'Amnion ; and I called

you, but ye helped me not out of their

hand.

3 And when I saAV that ye helped me not,

I put my life" in my hand, and passed over

to the children of 'Ammon, and the Lord de-

livered them into my hand; and why then

are ye come up unto me this day, to fight

against me?
4 Then Yiphthach gathei'ed together all

the men of Gil'ad, and fought with Ephraim;
and the men of Gil'ad smote Ephraim, because

they said, Ye are fugitives of Ephraim : Gil'ad

is in the midst, between Ephraim and Me-
nasseh.*"

5 And the Gil'adites seized on the passages

of the Jordan before the Ephraimites: and
it came to pass, when the Ephraimites who
had escaped said. Let me pass over; that the

men of Gil'ad said unto him. Art thou an
Ephrathite? and if he said. No;

6 Then said they unto him, Do say, Shib-

boleth; but when he said, Sibboleth, and was
not able to pronounce it correctly, they laid f

hold of him and slew him on the passages of

the Jordan ; and there fell at that time of the

Ej^hraimites forty and two thousand.

7 And Yiphthach judged Israel six years;

and then died Yiphthach the Gil'adite, and
was buried in (one of) the cities of Gil'ad.

8 ^ And after him there judged Israel

Ibzan of Beth-lechem.

9 And he had thirty sons; and thirty

daughters he sent abroad," and thirty daugh-
ters he brought in for his sons from abroad;

and he judged Israel seven years.

' Figuratively for "perilling life."

*" After Philippson, who considers these the words of

the Gil'adites, reproaching the men of Ephraim, who, en-

deavouring to fly, were taunted when taken with their

presumptuous invasion of the east side of the Jordan.

The meaning is, "Now ye Ephraimites have to fly, and we
Gil'adites will prevent you, as our country, bordering on

the river, is situated between the two tribes." Rashi,

10 Then died Ibzan, and was buried at

Beth-lechem.

11 ^ And after him there judged Israel Elon
the Zebulonite; and he judged Israel ten years.

12 Then died Elon the Zebulonite. and was
buried in Ayalon in the country' of Zebulun.

13 ^ And after him there judged Israel

'Abdon the son of Ilillel the Pir'athonite.

14 And he had forty sons and thirty grand-

sons, that rode on seventy ass-colts; and he
judged Israel eight years.

15 Then died 'Abdon the son of Hillel the

Pir'athonite, and was buried in Pir'athon in

the land of Ephraim, in the mountain of the

'Amalekites.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ And the children of Israel did again

the evil in the eyes of the Lord ; and the Lord
delivered them into the hand of the Philis-

tines forty years.

2 ^ And there was a certain man of Zorah,
of the family of the Danites, whose name
was Manoach; and his wife was barren, and
did not bear.

3 And there appeared an angel of the Lord
unto the woman, and he said unto her. Be-

hold, thou art barren, and hast not born; but

thou wilt conceive, and bear a son.

4 And noAV do beware, and drink neither

wine nor strong drink, and eat not any thing

unclean.

5 For, lo, thou wilt conceive, and bear a
son; and no razor shall come on his head;
for a Nazarite of God shall the lad be from
the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Is-

rael out of the hand of the Philistines.

6 And the Avoman came and told her hus-

band, saying, A man of God came unto me,
and his appearance was like the appearance

of an angel of God, very teri'ible ; but I asked

him not whence he might be, and his name
he did not tell me.

7 And he said unto me. Behold, thou Avilt

conceive, and bear a son ; and now thou must
drink neither Avine nor strong drink, and not

after Jonathan, translates, "For the meanest of the

Ephraimites had, despising the Gil'adites, said, What
are you valued at in the midst of Ephraim and the midst

of Menasseh?" The slaughter of the fugitives is in this

way assigned to motives of revenge for past ill-usage.

There are other versions of this difficult verse, but wo
cannot give them all.

° /. f . He gave in marriage.



JUDGES XIII. XIV.

eat any thing unclean; for the child .shall be

a Nazarite of God from the •\vomb until the

day of his death.

8 ^ Anil Manoiich entreated the Lord,

and said, Hear me, Lord, let the man of

God. whom thou didst send, come again unto

us, and instruct us what we shall do unto the

child that is to be born.

9 And God hearkened to the voice of Ma-
noiich ; and the angel of God came again unto

the woman as she was sitting in the field;

and Manoiich her husband was not with her.

10 And the woman made haste, and ran,

and informed her husband; and she said unto

him, Behold, there hath appeared unto me
the man, that came unto me the other" day.

11 And Manoiich arose, and went after his

Avife ; and he came to the man, and said unto

him. Art thou the man that spokest unto the

woman ? and he said, I am.
12 And Manoiich said. If now*" thy Avords

come to pass, what shall be (our) proceeding

with the child, and Avhat shall be done unto

him?
13 And the angel of the Lord said unto

Manoiich, Of all that I have said unto the

woman must she beware.

14 Of any thing that cometh of the grape-

vine she may not eat, and wine or strong

drink she may not drink, and any thing un-

clean she may not eat : all that I commanded
her must she observe.

15 And Manoiich said unto the angel of

the Lord, Let us, I pray thee, detain thee,

and Ave Avill make a kitl ready for° thee.

IG And the angel of the Lord said unto

Manoiich, Though thou detain me, I Avill not

eat of thy bread; but if thou Avilt offer a

burnt-offering, thou must offer it unto the

Lord; for Manoiich kncAV not that he Avas an

angel of the Lord.

17 And Manoiich said unto the angel of

the Lord, Wliat is thy name, that, Avhen thy

Avord cometh to pass. Ave may do thee honour?

18 And the angel of the Lord said unto

him, Why is it that thou Avilt ask after my
name, seeing it is secret?

• Othew, "to-day," conceiving that the angel returned

the very same day.
'' Aruhcim views thia phrase as a substitute for the ex-

pression "Let us now hear thy word.s," "do tell us," so

likewise in verse 17.

° Lit. "before thee."
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19 And Manoiich took the kid and the
meat-oflering, and offered it upon the'' rock
unto the Lord; and he did Avondrously; and
Manoiich and his Avife looked on.

20 And it came to pass, Avhen the Hame
Avent up from off the altar toAvard lieaAen,

that the angel of the Lord ascended in the
flame of the altar; and Manoiich and his Avife

looked on, and they fell on their faces to the

ground.

21 And the angel of the Lord Avas no
longer visible to Manoiich and to his Avife;

then kncAV Manoiich that he Avas an angel of

the Lord.

22 And Manoiich said unto his Avife, We
shall surely die, because a divine being haA'e

Ave seen.

23 But his Avife said unto him, If the Lord
AA'ere pleased to kill us, he Avould not have
received from our hand a burnt-offering and a

meat-offering, nor Avould he have let us see all

these things, and at this time he Avould not

haA'e let us hear (such a thing) as this.

2-i And the Avoman bore a son, and called

his name Samson;'' and the chikl grcAV up,

and the Lord blessed him.

25 And the Spirit of the Lord l)cgan to

move him in Machaneh-dan'^ betAveen Zor'ah

and Eshtaol.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ^ And Samson Avent doAvn to Tim-
nathah, and saAV a Avoman in Timnathah of

the daughters of the Philistines.

2 And he Avent up, and told his father and
his mother, and said. I Ikxa'C seen a Avoman in

Timnathah of the daughters of the Philistines;

and noAv take her for me to Avife.

3 Then said unto him his lather and his

mother, Is there not among the daughters of

thy brethren, or among all my people, a

AA'oman, that thou art going to take a Avife

from the Philistines the uncircumcised? And
Samson said unto his father, This one take

for me; for she pleasoth me Avell.^

4 But his father and his mother kncAV not

that it Avas from the Lord, that he sought but

^ The definite article refers to the rock in the field

where this occurreuee took place, and was no doubt known
at the time the book w;i3 written.

° Correctly, "Shini.shou."
' Or, "Camp of Dan," the name of a phncc.

« Ilcb. "she is right in my eyes."
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mi occasion against the Philistines; and at

that time the Phihstines had dominion over

Israel.

5 ^ And Samson thus went down, with

his father and his mother, to Timnathah;
and when they were come as far as the vine-

yards of Timnathah, behold, a young lion

came roaring toward him.

() And the Spirit of the Lord came sud-

denly over him, and he rent him as he would
have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his

hand ; but he told not his father or his mother
what he had done.

7 And he went down, and spoke unto the

woman; and she pleased Samson well.

8 And when he returned after a time to

take her, he turned aside to see the carcass

of the lion : and, behold, there was a swarm
of bees in the carcass of the lion and honey
likewise.

9 And he took it out in his hands, and
went on, eating as he was going, and came to

his father and mother, and he gave unto them,

and they did eat; but he told not them that

out of the carcass of the lion he had taken

the honey.

10 And his father went down unto the

woman; and Samson made there a feast; for

so used the young men to do.

11 And it came to pass, when they saw
him, that they brought thirty companions,

and they remained Avith him.

12 And Samson said unto them, I will

now propound unto you a riddle : if ye can in

anywise tell it me within the seven days of

the feast, and find it out, then will I give

you thirty shirts and thirty changes of gar-

ments ;

13 But if ye will not be able to tell it to

me, then shall ye give me thirty shirts and
thirty changes of garments. And they said

unto him. Propound thy riddle, that we may
hear it.

14 And he said unto them. Out of the eater

came forth food, and out of the strong came
forth sweetness. And they could not solve"

the riddle in three days.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh

day, that they said unto Samson's wife. Per-

suade thy husband, that he may solve unto

• Lit. "tell."
''

i. e. Whatever time was left after she first urged him
with her tears to betray his secret.

20

us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy
flither's house with fire : have ye invited us

to impoverish us? is it not so?

IG And Samson's wife wept Ijcfore him,

and said. Thou dost but hate me, and lovest

me not: that riddle hast thou propounded
unto the children of my people, and me hast

thou not told (the .solution.) And he said

unto her, Behold, I have not told it to my
father and to my mother, and thee shall I tell

it?

17 And she Avept before him the seven
days,*" while their feast lasted ; and it came to

pass on the seventh day, that he told her, be-

cause she had worried him : and she told (the

solution of) the riddle to the children of her
people.

18 Then said unto him the men of the

city on the seventh day before the sun was
yet gone do\vn. What is sweeter than honey ?

and what is stronger than a lion? And he
said unto them, If ye had not ploughed with
my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle.

19 And the Spirit of the Lord came sud-

denly over him, and he went down to Ashke-
lon, and slew of them thirty men, and he took
their apparel, and gave the changes of gar-

ments unto the expounders of the riddle ; but

his anger was kindled, and he went up to his

father's house.

20 And Samson's wife was given to his

comjjanion who had been given him as his

associate.

CHAPTER XV.

1 1\ And it came to pass after some time,

in the time of wheat-harvest, that Samson
visited his wife with a kid ; and he said. Let

me go in to my wife into the chamber; but
her father would not suffer him to go in.

2 Aiad her father said, I verily thought that

thou didst utterly hate her; therefore I gave

her to thy companion: is not her younger
sister fairer than she ? Let her be thine, I

pray thee, instead of her.

3 And Samson said to them. Now shall I

be more" blameless than the Philistines,

though I do them evil.

4 And Samson went and caught three hun-

dred foxes,"* and took torches, and turned tail

° Or, "Now shall I bo blameless regarding the Philis-

tines, though," &c.
* Others, "jackals."
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to tail, and put one torch between two tailf<

in the midst

;

5 And he set the torches on fire, and let

them go into the standing corn of the Philis-

tines, and burnt up both shocks and standing

corn, as also olive-yards.

6 Then the Phil'istines said, Who hath done

this? And they answered, Samson, the son-

in-laAV of the Thimnite, because he hath taken

his wife, and given her to his comjxanion.

And the Philistines went up, and burnt her

and her father with fire.

7 And Samson said unto them. Since ye

will do the like of this, I will surely be

avenged on you, and after that will I cease.

8 And he smote them hip'' and thigh with
a great slaughter; and he went down and
tarried in the cleft of the rock 'Etam.

9 ^ And the Philistines went up, and
encamped in Judah, and spread themselves in

Lechi.

10 And the men of Judah said, Why are

ye come up against us ? And they answered,

To bind Samson are we come up, to do to

him as he hath done to us.

11 Thereupon went three thousand men
of Judah down to the cleft of the rock 'Etam,

and said to Samson, Knowcst thou not that

the Philistines rule over us ? and what is this

that thcni hast done unto us ? And he said

unto them, As they did unto me, so have I

done unto them.

12 And they said unto him, To bind thee

are we come down, to deliver thee into the

hand of the Philistines. And Samson said

unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not

assail me yourselves.

13 And they said unto him, thus. No;
for we will (only) bind thee fast, and deliver

thee into their hand; but we will in nowise

kill thee. And they bound him Avith two
new cords, and brought him up from the rock.

14 When he Avas come unto Lechi, the

Philistines shouted against him; but the

Spirit of the Lord came suddenly over him,

and the cords that were upon his arms became
as flax threads that are burnt with fire, and
his bands melted from off his hands.

15 And he found a fresh jaw-bone of an

' A proverbial phrase, meaning " in every direction."
""

i. '. The lifting up of the jaw-bone, or, the casting
away of the jaw-bone.
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ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and
slew therewith a thousand men.

IG And SauLson said, With a jaw-bone of
an ass, heaps upon heaps, Avith the jaw-bone
of an ass have I slain a thousand men.

17 And it came to pass, when he had made
an end of speaking, that he cast awa}- the

jaw-bone out of his hand, and called that

place Ramath-lechi.''

18 And he became very thirsty, and he
called on the Lord, and said. Thou hast grant-

ed through the hand of thy servant this great

deliverance f and now shall I die for thirst,

and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised ?

19 But God clave a hollow place that Avas

at Lechi, and there came forth Avater out of

it ; and he drank, and his spirit came again,

and he revived ; Avherefore he called the name
thereof 'En-hakkore,'' Avhich is in Lechi unto

this day.

20 And he judged Israel in the days of the

Philistines" tAventy years.

CHAPTER XVL
1 ^ Then Avent Samson to Gazza, and saw

there a harlot, and AA'cnt in unto her.

2 And it Avas told to the Gazzites, saying,

Samson is come hither ; and they compassed

him in, and lay in Avait for him all the night

in the gate of the city, and held themselves

quiet all the night, saying. By the time it

is light in the morning Ave Avill kill him.

3 And Samson lay till midnight ; but he

arose at midnight, and took hold of the doors

of the city-gate, and the tAvo door-posts, and
tore them aAvay Avith the bolt, and put them
upon his shoulders, and carried them up to

the top of the mount that is before Hebron.

4 ][ And it came to p;iss after this, that he
loved a Avoman in the valley of Shorek, whose
name Avas Delilah.

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up
unto her, and said unto her. Persuade him,

and see Avherein his great strength lieth, and

by Avhat means avc may prevail over him,

that Ave may bind him to subdue him : and
AAC Avill give thee every one of us eleven hun-

dred pieces of siK'er.

6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I

Zunz and others, " victory."

' " The spring of him that called."

' Who still retained the supremacy.- -Kki.
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pray thee, wherein tliy great strength lietb,

and wherewith thou canst be bound to subdue

tliee.

7 And Samson said unto hex*, If they bind

me with seven moist cords which have not

yet been dried, then shall I become weak, and
be like any other of mankind.

8 And the lords of the Philistines brought

up to her seven moist cords which had not

j-et been dried, and she bound him with them.

9 And she had men l3'ing in wait, sitting

near her in the chamber. And she said unto

him. The Philistines are upon thee, Samson.
And he tore the cords, as a thread of tow is

torn when it toncheth" the fire; and his

strength was not perceived.''

10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold,

thou hast deceived me, and told me lies; now
do tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou canst

be bound.

11 And he said unto her, If they bind me
fast with new ropes that have never been

used in woi'k, then shall I become weak, and
be like any other of mankind.

12 And Delilah took new ropes, and bound
him therewith, and said unto him. The Phi-

listines are upon thee, Samson. And the

liers in wait were sitting in the chamber.

But he tore them from off his arms like a

thread.

13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto

thou hast deceived me, and told me lies; do

tell me wherewith thou canst be bound. And
he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven

locks of my head with the web.

14 And she fastened"" it with the pin, and
said unto him. The Philistines are upon thee,

Samson. And he awakened out of his sleep,

and tore away the pin of the loom, with the

web.

15 And she said unto him, How canst thou

say, I love thee, when thy heart is not with

me ? these three times hast thou deceived me,

and hast not told me wherein thy great

strength lieth.

16 And it came to pass, when she worried

him daily with her words, and urged him,

that his soul became impatient to die f
17 And he told her all his heart, and said

• Heb. " smelleth."
'' i. e. It seemed to require no strength in him to do

this great feat.

unto her, A razor hath not passed over my
head ; for a Nazarite of God have I been from
my mother's womb ; if I were shaved, my
strength would depart from me, and I should

become weak, and be like all other men.
18 And when Delilah saw that he had told

her all his heart, she sent and called for the

lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this

once ; for he hath told me all his heart. Then
the lords of the Philistines came up unto her,

and brought the money in their hand.
19 And she made him sleep u2:)on her

knees; and she called a man, and caused him
to shave off the seven locks of his head; and
she began to subdue him, and his strength

departed from him.

20 And she said. The Philistines are upon
thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his

sleep, and thought, I Avill go out as at other

times before, and shake mj-self free. But he
knew not that the Lord had depax'ted from him.

21 And the Philistines seized him, and put
out his eyes, and brought him down to Gazza,

and bound him with fetters of copper ; and he
had to grind in the prison-house.

22 But the hair of his head began to grow
again after it was shaved off.

23 «[[ And the lords of the Philistines

gathered themselves together to offer a great

sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice;

and they said, Our god hath delivered into

our hand Samson our enemy.
24 And when the people saw him, they

praised their god ; for they said. Our god hath

delivered into our hand our enemy, and the

destroyer of our country, and him who hath
slain so many of us.°

25 And it came to pass, when their heart

was merrj^, that they said. Call for Samson,
that he may make sport for us. And thej'

called for Samson out of the prison-house;

and he made sport ])efore them ; and they

placed him between the pillars.

26 And Samson said unto the lad that held

him by the hand, Suffer me (to go) and let

me feel the pillars whereupon the house is

supported, that I may lean upon them.

27 Now the house was full of men and
women; and there were all the lords of the

i. e. She wove the locks and fastened the web.

Heb. " shortened."

Heb. "and who multiplied our slain."
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Philistines; and upon the roof were about

three thousand men and women, that looked

on while 8ani.son made s))ort.

28 And Samson called unto the Lord, and
said, O Lord Eternal, remember me, I pray
thee, and do thou strengthen me only this

once, O God, that I may be avenged for one"

of my two eyes on the Philistines.

29 And Samson threw his amis around
the two middle j^illars upon Avhicli the house

Avas supported, and he leaned on them, (on)

one with his right hand, and (on) the other

with his left.

30 And Samson said. Let me*" die with the

Philistines. And he bent (them) with might,

and the house fell upon the lords, and upon
all the people that were therein. So the dead
whom he slew at his death were more than
those whom he had slain in his life.

31 Then came down his brothers and all

the house of his father, and they took him
up, and carried him up, and buried him be-

tween Zor'ah and Eshtaijl, in the burying-

place of Manoach his father. And he had
judged Israel twenty years.

CHAPTER XVIL
1 ^ And there was" a man of the mountain

of Ephraim, whose name was Michayhu.
2 And he said unto his mother, The eleven

hundred shekels of silver that were taken
from thee, about which thou cursedst,'' and
spokest of also in my ears,—behold, the silver

is with me; I took it. And his mother said.

Blessed be my son unto the Lord.

3 And he restored the eleven hundred
shekels of silver to his mother; and his mother
said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto
the Loud from my hand, for my son, to make
a graven and molten image ; and now I will

give it back unto thee.

4 Yet ho gave the money" back unto his

* Rashi ; others, " that I may execute one vengeance
for my two eycn on the Philistines."

' Ileb. "my soul."
° Commentators suppose that the liistory of chapters

xvii. and xviii. occurred during the oppression of Cushan
Jlish'atayim, hence before the time of 'Othniol, the first

judge ; and that the events of xi.\., w., and xxi. occurred

perhaps immediately after Joshua's death. But as they
have no reference to the relation of the Israelites with
other nations, they have been placed at the end of the
Book of Juilges, so as not to interrupt the narrative.—After
Kasiii and I'inuppsoN.
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mother; and his mother took two hundred
shekels of silver, and gave them to the silver-

smith, who made thereof a graven nnd molten
image; and it was in the house of Micali.*^

5 And the man Micah had a house of god,

and he made an ephod, and teraphim, and
consecrated^ one of his sons, who became his

priest.

6 In those days there was no king in

Israel ; every man did what seemed right in

his own eyes.

7 Tl And there was a young man out of Beth-
'lechem-judah of the family of Judah,'' but he
was a Levite, and sojourned there.

8 And the man departed from the city,

from Beth-lechem-judah, to sojourn where he
could lind (a place) ; and he came to the
mountain of Ephraim to the house of Micah,
as he was pursuing his journey.

9 And Micah said unto him, Whence
comest thou? And he said unto him, I am
a Levite from Beth-lechem-judah, and I go
to sojourn Avhere I ma^- iind (a place).

10 And Micah said unto him, Remain with
me, and Ijccome unto me a father and a priest,

and I will give thee ten shekels of silver for

the year, and suitable apparel, and thy vic-

tuals. And the Levite went in.

11 And the Levite consented to dwell with
the man ; and the young man was unto him
as one of his sons.

12 And Micah consecrated the Levite;

and the 3'oimg man became his priest, and
remained in the house of Micah.

13 Tlien said Micah, Now I know tliat the

Lord will do me good, seeing I have obtained

a Levite ibr jjriest.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 In those days there was no king in

Isi'ael; and in those the tribe of the Danites
Avere seeking for themselves an inheritance to

''
i. c. The thief, whoever he might be.

' Probably he declined supplying the money himself;

whereupon his mother took it herself to the silversmith.
' Michah, abbreviated from Michayhu.—The image was

both molten and chiselled out with the graver—not two
images, as the English version has it. The whole shows .a

eonfu.sed idea of rcligii>n, that ))Cople who belicve<l in the

LoRP should make an image to honour him; and the whole
transaction proves the bad influence of Canaanitish exam-
ple on the people.

« Ilcb. '' filled the hand."
''

i'. f. The place belonged to Judah.
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dwell in; for there had not fallen to their

share up to that day among the tribes of

Israel a (sufficient) inheritance.

2 ^ And the children of Dan sent from
tlaeir family five men from among themselves,

men of valour, from Zor'ah, and from Esh-
taiil, to spy out the land, and to search it;

and they said nnto them. Go, search the land.

And they came to the mountain of Ephraim,
as far as the house of Micah, and lodged

there.

3 They were just by the house of Micah,

Avhen they recognised the voice of the young
man the Levite ; and they turned in thither,

and said unto him. Who brought thee hither?

and what docst thou in this place ? and what
hast thou here ?

4 And he said unto them, Thus and thus

hath Micah done unto me; and he hired me,

and I became his priest.

5 And they said unto him. Ask counsel,

Ave pray thee, of God, that we may know
whether our way on which we are going shall

be prosperous.

And the priest said unto them, Go in

peace : before the Lord is your way on which
ye will go.

7 ][ And the five men departed, and came
to Layish, and saw the people that were
therein, dwelling in security, after the man-
ner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure ; and
no one inflicted any wrong in the laud, as

hereditary ruler ;" and they were fir from the

Zidonians, and had no concern with any man.
8 And they came unto their brethren to

Zor'ah and Eshtaol : and their brethren said

unto them, What (news bring) ye ?

9 And they said. Arise, and let us go up
against them ; for we have seen the land, and,

behold, it is very good : and you keep still ?''

be not slothful to go, to enter to take pos-

session of the land.

10 When ye enter, ye will come unto a

secure people, and the land is I'oomy ; for God
hath given it into your hand ; a place where
there is no want of any thing that is on the

earth.

' After Sachs ; and means then, that there was no con-

test and its consequent wrong and injuries arising, as so

frequently, from a quarrel about the succession. Philipp-

son comments that no ruler in the vicinity had the power
to injure them; whence their security.

11 ^[ And there went from there of tlie

family of the Danites, out of Zor'ah and out

of Eshtaol, six hundred men girded with
weapons of war.

12 And they went up, and encamped in

Kiryath-ye'arim, in Judah; wherefore they
called that place Machaneh-dan until this

day; behold, it is behind Kiryath-ye'arim.

13 And they passed thence unto the moun-
tain of Ephraim, and came as far as the
house of Micah.

14 Then commenced the five men that had
gone to spy out the country of Layish, and
said unto their brethi'cn. Do ye know that

there is in these houses an epliod, and tera-

phim, and a graven and molten image? and
now consider what ye have to do.

15 And they turned thitherward, and
came to the house of the young man the

Levite, unto the house of Micah, and asked
him after his welfare."

16 And the six hundred men who were of

the children of Dan, girded with their wea-
pons of war, remained standing by the en-

trance of the gate.

17 And the five men that had gone to spy
out the land went up, and came in thithei",

and took the graven image, and the ephod,

and the teraphim, and the molten image ; and
the priest stood in the entrance of the gate

with the six hundred men that were girded

with the weapons of war.

18 And these went into Micah's house,

and took the graven image, the ephod, and
the teraphim, and the molten image ; and the

priest said unto them, What are ye doing?
19 And they said unto him, Be still, lay

thy hand upon thy mouth, and go with us,

and become to us a father and a priest : is it

better that thou be a priest unto the house of

one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe

and a family in Israel?

20 And the priest's heart became glad, and
he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the

graven image, and came into the midst of the

people.

21 And they turned and went away, and

'' Abarbanel, " But you keep still?" ?'. e. keep your ex-

pedition a secret. Kashi and others, " And you remain
idle?" i. e. hesitate to go thither.

° Lit. " Asked him concerning (his) peace," i. c. " saluted

him."
309
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pliiced the little ones and the cattle and the

heavy things before them.

22 When tliey were at a distance from the

house of Micah, the men that were in the

houses near to Micah's house were called to-

gether, and they overtook the children of

Dan.
23 And they called unto the children of

Dan; Avho turned their faces, and said unto

Micah, What aileth thee, that thou hast called 1

out thy people?

24 And he said, My god which I made
have ye taken away, and the priest, and are

gone away ; and what have I more ? and

what is this ye say unto me, What aileth

thee?

25 And the children of Dan said unto him.

Cause not thy voice to be heard among us,

lest men of an imbittered spirit assail thee,

and thou lose thy life, with the life of thy

household.

26 And the children of Dan went on their

way; and when Micah saw that they w^ere

too strong for him, he turned and went back

unto his hou,se.

27 And they took what Micah had made,

and the priest whom he had had, and came
over Layish, over a people that were quiet

and secure; and they smote them with the

edge of the swoi-d, and the city they burnt

with fire.

28 And there was no deliverer; because it

^vas far from Zidon, and the jjcople had no

business with any man; and it was in the

valley that lieth by Beth-rechob. And they

rebuilt the city, and dwelt therein.

29 And they called the name of the city,

Dan, after the name of Dan their lather, who
was born unto Israel: nevertheless, Layish

was the name of the city at first.

30 And the children of Dan erected for

themselves the graven image : and Jonathan,

the son of Gershom, the son of Menasseh," he

and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan
until the day of the captivity of the land.*"

31 And they set up for themselves Mi-

cah's graven image, which he had made,

all the time that the house of God was in

Shiloh.

CHAPTER XIX.

* This ia said to stand for Moses, the 3 of ncJO being

written suspended, indicating that it is superfluous.
' llcdak refers this to the capture of the ark by the

Philistines. (I Sam. iv. 11.)
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1 Tl And it came to pass in those dajs,

when there was no king in Israel,"" that

thei'e was a certain Levite sojourning on the

lower edge of the mountain of Ephraim, who
took to himself a concubineout of 13eth-lechem-

judah.

2 And his concubine became faithless unto
him, and she went away from him unto her

father's house to Beth-lecheni-judah, and was
there one year** and four months.

3 And then her husband arose, and went
after her, to speakly friendly unto her, to

bring her back ; and he had his servant with
him, and a couple of asses: alid she bi'ought

him into her fatliei's house; and when the

father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced to

meet him.

4 And his father-in-law, the damsel's fa-

ther, detained him; and he abode Avith him
three days: and they ate and drank, and
lodged there.

5 And it came to pass on the fourth dav,

that they arose early in the morning, and he
rose up to depart; but the damsel's father

said unto his son-in-law, Comfort thy heart

with a morsel of bread, and afterward can ye
go your way.

G And they sat down, and both of them
ate and drank together; and the damsel's

father said unto the man. Do consent, I pray
thee, and tarry all night, and let thy heart Ix;

merry.

7 Still the man rose up to depart ; but

his f;ither-in-law lu'ged him, and he turned

back and lodged there.

8 And when he arose early in the morning
on the fifth day to depart, the damsel's lather

said. Comfort thy heart, I pray thee, and
tarry tuitil the decline of the day; and both

of them did eat.

9 And when the man rose up to depart,

he, and his concubine, and his servant, his

father-in-law, the damsel's father, said unto

him. Behold, now the day draweth towar<l

evening, tarry all night, I pray you : behold,

it is the resting time of day. loclge here, and
let thy heart be merry; and you may get

' The history of the lawless act here described is well

introduced in this manner, as it could not have occurred

when the law of Gotl was properly administered.
'' Others, "four whole months."
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e.arly to-morrow on your Avaj, and go then to

thy tent.

10 But the man would not tarry that night,

l>ut he rose up and went away, and came as

I'ar as opposite Jebus, Avhich is Jerusalem;

and he had with him two saddled asses, and
his concubine also was with him.

11 When they were hy Jebus, the day was
far spent; and the servant said unto his mas-
ter, Come, I pray thee, and let us turn in

unto this city of the Jebusites, and lodge

in it.

12 And his master said unto him, We will

not turn into cities of the stranger, that are

not belonging to the children of Israel ; but

we will pass on as far as Gib'ah.

13 And he said unto his servant, Come,
and let us draw near to one of these places;

and let us lodge all night in Gib'ah, or in

Ramah.
14 And they passed on and went forward;

and the sun went down unto them by Gib'ah,

which belongeth to Benjamin.

15 And they turned aside thither, to go in

to lodge in Gib'ah; and Avhen he went in, he
sat down in the street of the city; for there

was no man that brought them into his house
to lodge.

16 And, behold, an old man was coriiing

from his work out of the field at evening, and
this man was from the mountain of Ephraim,
and he sojourned in Gib'ah; but the men of

the place were Benjamites.

17 And he lifted up his eyes, and saAv

the wa3'fixring man in the street of the city

:

and then said the old man. Whither goest

thou? and whence comest thou?
18 And he said unto him. We are passing

from Beth-lechem-judah toward the lower

edge of the mountain of Ephraim; from there

am I; and I went as far as Beth-lechem-judah,

but I am going to the house of the Lord ; and
there is no man that bringeth me into his

house.

19 Yet there is l)oth straw and provender
for our asses; and there are also bread and
wuie for me, and for thy handmaid, and for

the young man who is with thy servants;

there is no want of any thing.

20 And the old man said, Peace be with

thee; only let all thy wants lie upon me; at

least lodge not in the street.

21 So he brought him to his house, and

gave provender unto the asses: and they
washed their feet, and they ate and drank.

22 As they were making their hearts

merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless

people, beset the house round about, knocking
at the door; and they said to the master of

the house, the old man, thus. Bring forth

the man that is come to thy house, that we
may know him.

23 And the man, the master of the house,

went out unto them, and said unto them, Xo,
my bretliren, I pray you, act not wickedly;
since this man is once come into my house,
do not this scandalous thing.

2-4 Behold, here is my daughter a virgin,

and his concubine; let me bring them out
now, and humble ye them, and do to them
what scemeth good in your eyes; but unto
this man do not this scandalous thing.

25 But the men would not hearken to him

;

so the man took hold of his concubine, and
brought her forth unto them into the street

;

and they knew her, and ill-used her all the

night until the morning : and they let her go
when the day began to dawn.

26 Then came the woman (home) in the

early part of the morning, and fell down at

the door of the man's house where her lord

was, (and lay) till it was light.

27 And when her lord rose up in the

morning, and opened the doors of the house,

and went out to go on his way : behold, the

woman his concubine was l^'ing at the door

of the house, with her hands upon the thres-

hold.

28 And he said unto her. Rise up, and let

us be going; but no one answered. Then he
took her ujion the ass, and the man rose up,

and went unto his place.

29 And when he was come into his house,

he took a knife, and laid hold on his concu-

bine, and divided her, according to her bones,

into twelve pieces, and sent her about in all

the territory of Israel.

30 And it happened, that whoever saw it

said. There hath no such deed been done oi-

seen from the day that the children of Israel

came up out of the land of Egypt until this

day: reflect well on it, give advice, and speak.

CHAPTER XX.
1 ^ Then went out all the children of

Israel, and the congregation was assembled
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toffcthcr as one man, from Dan even to Beer-

slieha', with tlic land ofGil'ad, unto the Lord
in Miz))ah.

2 And there presented themselves the

chiefs" of all the jwople, of all the trihes of

Israel, in the assembly of the people of God,
four hundred thousand men on foot that drew
the sword.

3 ^[ (And the childi-en of Benjamin heard
that the children of Israel were gone up to

Mizpah.) And the children of Israel said,

Speak, liow did this wickedness take place?

4 And the Levite, the husband of the

woman that was murdered, answered and
said, I came to Gib'ah that belongeth to Ben-
jamin, I and my concubine, to stay one night,

5 When the men of Gib'ah rose against

me, and beset the house round about against

me by night; me they intended to slay: and
my concubine have they humbled, that she

died.

6 And I took hold of my concubine and
cut her in pieces, and sent her about through-

out all the fields of the inheritance of Israel;

for they have committed incest and scandal

in Israel.

7 Behold, ye are all here children of Israel

;

funiish for yourselves here advice and counsel.

8 And all the people then arose as one
man, saying, We Avill not go any of us to his

tent, neither will we turn any of us into his

house.

9 And now this shall be the thing which
we will do to Gib'ah ; Ave will go up against

it by lot

;

10 And we will take ten men out of every
hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel,

and a hundred out of every thousand, and a
thousand out of every ten thousand, to pro-

cure provisions for the people; that they may
do, when they come to Gib'ah of Benjamin,
in accordance with all the scandalous deed that

they have Avrought in Israel

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered
against the city, associated together as one
man.

12 ^ And the tribes of Israel sent men
through all the divisions'" of Benjamin, saying,

Philippson, after Abarbanel, ren-

y corps," or "military divisions;"

* After Jonathan
Jcrs ri\:s with "army corps,

anJ transhitcs, "and the whole people placed themselves
iu divisidiis," &e
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What wickedness is this that hath been done
among you ?

13 Now therefore deliver us the men, those
worthless people, who are in (Hlj'ah, that we
may put them to death, and remove evil I'rom

Israel. But the children of Benjamin would
not hearken to the voice of their brethren the
children of Israel.

14 ]| And the children of Benjamin ga-

thered themselves together out of the cities

unto Gib'ah, to go out to battle with the chil-

dren of Israel.

15 And at that time there Avere numbered
of the children of Benjamin out of the cities

twenty and six thousand men that drew
the sword, beside the inhabitants of Gib'ah,

who were numbered seven hinidred chosen
men.

16 Among all this people there were seven
hundred chosen men lame*" in the right hand;
evei'y one of these could sling a stone at a hair,

and would not miss.

17 ^f And the men of Israel, beside Benja-

min, were numbered four hundred thousand
men that drew the sword : all these were men
of war.

18 And they arose, and went uj) to Beth-el.

and asked counsel of God; and the children

of Israel said. Who of us shall go up at first

to the battle with the children of Benjamin?
And the Lord said, Judah, at first.

19 And the children of Israel rose up in

the morning, and encamped against Gib'ah.

20 And the men of Israel went out to

battle with Benjamin ; and the men of Israel

put themselves in battle-array against them
by Gib'ah.

21 And the children of Benjamin came
forth out of Gib'ah, and struck down"* to the

ground of the Israelites on that day twenty
and two thousand men.

22 And the jjcople the men of Israel took

courage, and set themselves again in battle-

array in the place where they had arrayed

themselves on the first day.

23 And the children of Israel went up and
wept before the Lord until the evening, and
asked counsel of the Lord, saying. Shall I again

' Lit. "Tribes."
° Others, "Left-handed;" others, "using both hands."

(See above, iii. 15.)
" Lit. "destroyed."
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approach to battle with the children of Benjtv

mill my brother? And the Lord said, Go up
against him.

24 ^ And the children of Israel came near
against the children of Benjamin on the

second day.

25 And Benjamin went forth against them
out of Gib'ali the second day, and struck

down to the ground of the children of Israel

again eighteen thousand men; all these were
men that drew the sword.

26 Now all the children of Israel, and all

the people, went up, and came unto Beth-el,

and wept, and sat there before the Lord, and
fasted on that day until the evening, and
offered burnt-offerings and peace-ofierings be-

fore the Lord.

27 And the children of Israel inquired of

the Lord, (for there was the ark of the cove-

nant of God in those days,

28 And Phinehas, the son of Elazar, the

son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,)

saying. Shall I yet continue to go out to battle

with the children of Benjamin my brother, or

shall I forbear? And the Lord said. Go up;

for to-morrow will I deliver him into thy

hand.

29 And Israel set men to he in wait round
about Gib'ah.

30 *(\ And the children of Israel went up
against the children of Benjamin on the third

day, and put themselves in array against

Gib'ah, as at previous times.

31 And the children of Benjamin Avent out

against the people, and were drawn away
from the city; and they began to smite some
of the people, and kill,* as at pi-evious times,

in the highways, of which one goeth up to

Beth-el, and the other to Gib'ah in the field,

about thirty men of Israel.

32 And the children of Benjamin said.

They are defeated before us, as at the first.

But the children of Israel said. Let us flee,

and draw them from the city unto the high-

ways.
33 And all the men of Israel rose up out

of their place, and put themselves in array at

Ba'al-thamar : and those that lay in wait of

* Lit. "smite of the people slain."

' Some refer this "they" to the "men of Israel," mean-

ing, that the Benjamites thought in the beginning of the

battle that the others were defeated, as they began to fly.

2P

Israel rushed forth out of their place, out of

the meadows of Gib'ah.

34 And there came against Gib'ah ten

thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and
the battle Avas severe; l)ut they knew not

that the evil was overtaking them.

35 ^ And the Lord smote Benjamin before

Israel; and the children of Israel destroyed

of the Benjamites on that day twenty and
five thousand and one hundred men; all

these were those that drew the sword.

36 And the children of Benjamin saw that

they*" were defeated ; for the men of Israel

gave place to the Benjamites, because they
trusted unto those that lay in wait whom
tliey had set against Gib'ah.

37 And those in ambush hastened, and
spread themselves over Gib'ah; and those

that lay in wait moved along, and smote all

the city with the edge of the sword.

38 Now there was an understanding be-

tween the men of Israel and those that lay in

wait, that they should make an abundance of

columns of smoke rise u\^ out of the city.

39 And when the men of Israel turned

round in the battle, and Benjamin began to

smite and kill of the men of Israel about

thirty persons; for they said. Surely they are

entirely defeated before us, as in the first

battle

:

40 Then began the cloud" to arise up out

of the city as a pillar of smoke; and when
the Benjamites looked behind them, behold,

the flames of all the city wei'e ascending up
to heaven.

41 And when the men of Israel turned

again, the men of Benjamin were amazed;
for they saw that the evil had overtaken

them.

42 Therefore they turned round before the

men of Israel unto the way to the wilderness;

but the battle overtook them ; and those Avho

came out of the cities destroyed them in the

midst of them.

43 They enclosed the Benjamites round

about, chased them, they overtook them in

their places of i-est,** as far as opposite to Gib'ah

toward the risin": of the sun.

" Kedah renders, "The flames to send up."
^ Rashi. Others, "they trod them down with ease;"

others, " they chased them to Menuchah," as though it

were the name of a place.
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44 And there fell of Benjamin eighteen

thousand men ; all the.se were men of valour.

45 And they turned and lied toward the

wilderness unto the rock of Kimmon ; and
they gleaned of them in the higlnvays five

thousand men; and they pur.sued hard after

them a.s far as Gid'om, and slew of them two
thousand men.

46 So that all who fell on that day of

Benjamin were twenty and five thousand men
that drew the sword ; all these were men of

valour.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled

into the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon,
and they abode on the rock Rimmon four

months.
,

48 And the men of Israel turned again
upon the children of Benjamin, and smote
them with the edge of the sword, as well the
men of every citj-," as the beasts, and all that
was found : also all the cities that they came
upon did they set on fire.

CHAPTER XXI.

1 ^ Now tlie men of Israel had sworn in

Mizpah, saying. Not any one of us shall give
his daughter unto Benjamin for wife.

2 And the people came to Beth-el, and
abode there till the evening, before God, and
they lifted up their voices, and wept with a
great lamentation;

3 And they said, Wherefore, Lord, God of
j

Israel, is this come to pass in Israel, that there
should be lacking this day one tribe out of
Israel

?

"

,

4 And it came to pass on the morrow, that
the people ro.se early, and built there an altar,

and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings.

5 ^f And the children of Isr;iel said, Who
is there among all the tribes of Israel that

came not up with the congregation unto the
Lord? For tliere had been taken the great oath
concerning him that came not up to the Lord
to Mizpah, saying. He shall surely be put to

death.

G And the children of Israel felt regret for

Benjamin their brother, and they said, One
tribe hath this day been cut down from Israel.

" Rashi. Saclis and others render am not as o'rra
with "people," but "entirely;" thus, "the entire city, no
less than the cattle," &c.

'' Lit. "and proclaimed to them peace."
ail

7 What shall we do as respecteth wives for

those that remain, since we have sworn by
the Lord that we will give none of our daugh-
ters unto them for wives ?

8 And they said, What one is there of the
tribes of Israel that came not up- unto the
Lord to Mizpah ? And, behold, there had not
come to the camp a man from Yabesh-gil'ad
to tlie assembly.

9 For the people were numbered, and, be-

hold, there was not present a man of the in-

habitants of Yabesli-gil'ad.

10 And the congregation sent thither twelve
thousand persons of the valiant men, and com-
manded them, saying, Go and smite the in-

habitants of Yabesh-gil'ad with the edge of
the sword, Avith the women and the children.

11 And this is the thing that ye shall do,

every male, and every woman that hath
known (man) by lying with him, shall ye
devote.

12 And they found among the inhabitants
of Yabesh-gil'ad four hundred young virgins

that had known no man by lying with any
male : and they brought them unto the camp
to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

13 ^f And the whole congregation sent and
spoke to the children of Benjamin that were
on the rock Rimmon, and'' offered them
peace.

14 And Benjamin returned at that time;
and they gave unto them the wives whom they
had saved alive out of the Avomen of Yabesh-
gil'ad ; but they found not sufficient for them
in this way.

1

5

And the people felt regret for Benjamin

;

because that the Lord had made a breach in

the tribes of Israel.

10 ^[ And the elders of the congregation
said. What shall we do for those that remain
as respecteth wives ; liecau.se the women have
been destroyed out of Benjamin ?

17 And they said. Their inheritance'' must
be secured lor IJenjamin, that not a tribe may
be blotted out from Israel.

18 NcA'crtheless we ourselves are not able

to give them wives of our own daughters ; for

the children of Israel have sworn, saying.

" Lit. "An inheritance of escape shall be for Benja-
min;" ('. ('. care must be taken that the possessions of this

tribe shall reniuiu with it, and not be diverted by its ex-

tinction.
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Cursed be he that giveth a wife to Benjar

mill.

19 T[ And they said, Behold, there is a feast

of the Lord in Shiloh from year to year" (at

a place) which is on the north side of Beth-el,

on the east side of the highway that goeth up
from Beth-el to Sechem, and on the south of

Lebonah.
20 And the}' commanded the children of

Benjamin, saying, Go ye and lie in wait in

the vineyards

;

21 And look out, and, behold, if the

daughters of Shiloh go out to dance in dances

:

then come ye forth out of the vineyards, and
snatch you every man his Avife from the

daughters of Shiloh, and go then to the land
of Benjamin.

22 And it shall be, when their fathers or

their brothers come to contend with us, that

Ave will say unto them. Be faA'ourable'' unto

them for our sakcs; because Ave took not for

each man his Avife in the Avar
;
(and) because

ye yourselves did not giA-e them unto them,
that ye should at this time be guilty.

23 And the children of Benjamin did so,

and took themselves avIa'cs, according to their

number, from the dancers Avhom they had
stolen aAvay ; and they Avent and returned unto
their inheritance, and rebuilt the cities, and
dAvelt in them.

2-4 And the children of Israel departed

thence at that time, eA'ery man to his tribe

and to his family, and they Avent out from
there every man to his inheritance.

25 In those days there was no king in Israel

;

every man did Avhat was right in his own eyes.

THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL,
'N* SnIOB' 150.

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL FROM THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL TO THE
DEATH OF SAUL.

CHAPTER I.

1 And there Avas a certain man of Rama-
thayim-zophim, of the mountain of Ephraim,

Avhose name Avas Elkanah, the son of Yero-

cham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tochu,

the son of Zupli, an Ephrathite.

2 And he had tAVO wives ; the name of the

one Avas Hannah, and the name of the other

Peninnah : and Peninnah had children, but

Hannah had no children.

3 And this man Avent up out of his city from

year to year to prostrate himself and to sacri-

fice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And
at that place Avere the tAvo sons of 'Eli, Chophni
and Phinehas, priests of the Lord.

4 And Avhen the day Avas come that Elkar

* i. e. Once every year at a particular period.

' Sachs and Philippson translate, " grant them," i. e.

the young women, "to us; for we have not taken a wife

for each in the battle, (i. e. against Yabesh,)" &c.—The

nah offered, he gave to Peninnah his Avife,

and to all her sons and her daughters, por-

tions
;

5 But unto Hannah he ga\'e a double por-

tion ; for Hannah he loA^ed (greatly) ; but the

Lord had shut up her Avomb.

6 And her rival also proA^oked her continu-

ally, in order to make her fret; because the

Lord had shut up her Avomb.

7 And as he did so° year by year, as often

as she Avent up to the house of the Lord, so

did she provoke her ; Avherefore she wept, and
did not cat.

8 Then said to her Elkanah hor husband,

Hannah, Avhy Avilt thou Aveep ? and Avhy Avilt

thou not eat? and AA'hy should thy heart 1x)

gricA'ed ? am not I better to thee than ten sons ?

guilt referred to is the breaking of the oath, which they de-

clared was not incurred, since the maidens were taken by the

Benjamites, not given to them voluntarily by their parents.
° " And so it happened," &c.

—

Philippson.
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9 And Hannah rose up after they had

eaten in Sliiloh, and after they had drunk;

and 'EH the priest was sitting upon a chair by

the door-post of the temple of the Lord.

10 But she had bitterness of soul," and

prayed unto the Lord, and wept greatly.

1

1

And she vowed a vow, and said, Lord
of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the af-

fliction of thy handmaid, and remember me,

and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give

unto thy handmaid a man-child : then will I

give him unto the Lord all the days of his

life, and no razor shall come upon his head.

12 And it came to pass, as she continued

praying long before the Lord, that 'Eli watch-

ed her mouth.
13 Now as for Hannah, she spoke in her

heart; only her lips moved, but her voice

could not be heard ;'' wherefore 'Eli regarded

her as a drunken woman.
14 And 'Eli said unto her, How long Avilt

thou be drunken? put away thy wine from

off thee.

15 And Hannah answered and said, No,

my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit

;

but neither wine nor strong drink have I

drunk, and I have poured out my soul before

the Lord.

16 Esteem not thy handmaid as a worth-

less Avoman ; for out of the abundance of my
grief and vexation have I spoken hitherto.

17 Then 'Eli answered and said, Go in

peace; and may the God of Israel grant thy

petition which thou hast asked of him.

18 And she said. Let thy handmaid find

grace in thy eyes. The woman then went on

her way, and did eat, and her countenance

was no longer as before.

19 And they rose up early in the morning,

and prostrated themselves before the Lord,

and returned, and came to their house at Ra-

mah; and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife;

and the Lord remembered her.

20 And it came to pass," after the lapse of

some time, that Hannah conceived, and bore

a son; and she called his name Samuel,''

saying, Becau.se from the Lord have I asked

him.

* t. r. Felt deep and corroding grief.

*• Prayer to be acceptable to God should be the outpour-

ing of sincere feeling, and needs not a loud voice.

° Redak; "When the usual time after Hannah had con-

ceived was come about, that," &c.
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21 And the man Elkanah went up, with
all his house, to offer luito the Lord the yearly

sacrifice, and his vow.
22 But Hannah did not go up; for she

said unto her husband. So soon as the child

shall be weaned, then I will bring him, that

he may appear before the Lord, and abide

there for ever."

23 And Elkanah her husband said unto
her. Do what seemeth good in thy eyes ; tarry

until thou have weaned him; only may the

Lord fulfil his word. So the woman remained
behind, and gave her son suck until she wean-
ed him.

24 And she took him up with her, when
she had weaned him, with three bullocks, and
one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and
she brought him unto the house of the Lord
at Shiloh ; although the child was yet young.

25 And they slew a bullock, and brought

the child to 'Eli.

26 And she said. Pardon, my lord, as thy
soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that

stood by thee here, to pray unto the Lord.

27 For this lad did I pra}-; and the Lord
hath granted me my petition which I asked

of him;
28 Therefore also have I lent him, for my

part, to the Lord; all the days that have been

assigned to him shall he be lent to the Lord.

And he bowed himself there befoi^e the Lord.

CHAPTER II.

1 ]| And Hannah prayed, and said, My
heart is glad in the Lord, my horn'' is exalted

tln'ough the Lord; my mouth is enlarged'

over my enemies; becau.se I rejoice in thy
salvation.

2 There is none holy like the Lord; for

there is none beside thee; and there is not

any rock like our God.

3 Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let

not arrogance come out of your mouth; for

a God of knowledge is the Lord, and by him
are actions weighed.

4 The bow of the mighty is broken, and
those that stumbled are girded with strength.

5 They that were full hire themselves out

'' Properly, Shemui-l, from Sxo Sixc "asked of God;"
or, Sk ;'0t7 "God hath heard," /. e. my prayer.

•
i'. e. So long a.s he lives. The n;' iu the first part of

the verse has been given after Philippson.

' 1. €. "1 open it wide and boldly."
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for bread; and they that were hungry cease

(from labour) : Avhile the barren hath born

seven, she that hath many children fadeth

away.
6 The Lord killeth, and maketh alive;

he bringeth down to the grave, and bring-

eth up.

7 The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich

;

he bringeth low and lifteth up.

8 He raiseth up out of the dust the poor,

from the dunghill he lifteth up the needy, to

set them among nobles, and he assigneth them
the throne of glory; for the Lord's are the

pillars of the earth, on which he hath set the

world.

9 He ever guardeth the feet of his saints,

and the wicked shall be made silent in dark-

ness ; for not by strength can man prevail.

10 The Lord—his adversaries will be

crushed ; out of heaven will he thunder upon
them : the Lord will judge the ends of the

earth; and he will give strength unto his

king, and lift up the horn of his anointed.

11 ^ And Elkanah went to Ramah to his

house. And the lad was ministering unto the

Lord before 'Eli the priest.

12 And the sons of 'Eli Avere worthless

men ; they knew not the Lord.

13 And the custom of the priests with the

people was, that when any man offered a

sacrifice, the priest's servant came, Avhile (the

man) was seething the flesh, with a fork with

three teeth in his hand;
14 And he struck it into the pan, or the

kettle, or the caldron, or the pot; (and) all

that the fork brought up the priest took away
Avith it. So did they unto all the Israelites

that came thither, to Shiloh.

15 Even" before they had yet burnt the

fat, the priest's servant would come, and say

to the man that sacrificed. Give flesh to roast

for the priest; for he will not take from thee

sodden flesh, but raw.

16 And if the man said unto him. They
will surely presentl}^ burn the fat, and then

take whatever thy soul may long for: then

'The priests had of sacrifices the breast and shoulder,

and this was theirs only after the fat was burnt. Hence,

their exaction was so odious, especially as they showed such

a disrespect for the proper service, that they would be

served before they had completed the duties demanded of

them.
^ Some refer this to the people who formerly sacrificed,

would he say, No; but thou shalt give it me
now; and if not, I will it take by force.

17 And the sin of the young men was very
great before the Lord; for the men*" despised

the off'ering of the Lord.

18 But Samuel was ministering before the

Lord, being a lad, girded with a linen ephod.

19 Moreover his mother used to make him
a little overcoat, and brought it to him from
year to year, when she came up with her hus-

band to off'er the yearly sacrifice.

20 And 'Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife,

and said, May the Lord give thee seed from
this woman instead of the loan who is lent

to the Lord. And they went back unto his

place.

21 And the Lord visited Hannah, and she

conceived, and bore three sons and tAvo daugh-

ters. And the lad Samuel grew up before the

Lord.

22 ^ Now 'Eli was very old, and heard
all that his sons Avere in the habit of doing

unto all Israel; and how they Avould lie Avith

the women that assembled at the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation.

23 And he said unto them. Why will ye
do such things ? for I hear of your evil deal-

ings from all this people.

24 No, my sons ; for the report that I hear

is not good, Avhich the Lord's people spread

abroad."

25 If one man sin against another, the

judge shall judge him ; but if against the Lord
a man should sin, Avho shall pray for him?
Nevertheless AA'ould they not hearken unto the

voice of their father, because the Lord desired

to slay them.

26 And the lad Samuel was constantly

growing and increasing in faA'our both Avith

the Lord, and also Avitli men.
27 T[ And there came a man of God unto

'Eli, and said unto him. Thus saith the Lord,

Did I (not) appear unto the house of thy
father, Avhen they Avere in Egypt in Pharaoh's

house ?

28 And did I (not) choose him out of all

who obtained a disgust for ofierings so shamefully abused

by the priests. Others refer "the men" to 'Eli's sous,

who acted unworthily with the sacrifices as hypocrites of

all ages do, seeking the sanctuary for their worldly ad-

vancement.
° Others, "that you mislead the Lord's people to sin."

Our version is after Rashi. (See Exod. xxxvi. 6.)
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the tribes of Israel to me as a priest, to offer

upon my altar, to burn incense, to wear an

ephod before me? and did I (not) give unto

the house of thy father all the fire-offerings

of the children of Israel?

29 Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and

at my raeat-offei'ing, which I have commanded
in my habitation? and (why) hououredst thou

thy sons above me, to fatten yourselves with

the first of every offering of Israel my peo-

ple?

30 Therefore saith the Lord the God of

Israel, I had indeed said, Tliy house, and the

house of thy father, should walk before me
for ever; but now, saith the Lokd, Be it far

from me; for those that honour me will I

honour, and those that despise me shall be

lightly esteemed.

31 Behold, days are coming, that I will

hew off thy arm, and the arm of thy father's

house, so that there shall not be an old man
in thy house.

32 And thou shalt behold a rival" in my
habitation, in all that by which he'' will do

good for Israel : and there shall not be an old

man in thy house in all times.

33 And yet I will cut off the men descend-

ed from thee" from my altar, to consume thy

eyes, and to grieve thy soul : and all the in-

crease of thy house shall die as (vigorous)

men.
34 And this shall be unto thee the sign,

that shaH'happen on thy two sons, on Chophni
and Phinehas : on one day shall they, both of

them, die.

35 And I will raise up to me a faithful

priest, who shall do in accordance with what
is in my heart and in my mind; and I will

build for him an enduring house ; and he shall

walk before my anointed in all times.

36 And it shall come to pass, that whoever
i.s left in thy house shall come to bow down
to him for a gera"* of silver and a loaf of

bread, and shall say, Attach me, I pray thee,

unto one of the priestly offices, that I ma}^

eat a piece of bread.

• After Rashi. Others render ijf adverbially, "Tliou

wilt look about thee with envy." But it means simply

that 'Eli, or liis descendants, should be compelled to see

in God's house one who should supersede them.
' " He" refers to the rival, and means "the good which

he shall be permitted to effect." llashi renders, "on all,

when it shall go well with Israel."
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CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And the lad Samuel was ministering

unto the Lord before 'Eli. And the word of

the Lord was scarce in those days; prophecy
was not extended.

2 And it came to pass one day, when 'Eli

was lying down in his place, and his eyes had
begun to grow dim, he could not .see;

o And the lamp of God had not yet gone
out, while Samuel was lying down (in the

hall of) the temjjle of the Lord, where the ark
of God was

;

4 That the Lord called Samuel: and he
said. Here I am.

5 And he ran unto 'Eli, and said, Here am
I ; for thou didst call me. And he said, I did

not call; lie down again. And he went and
lay doAvn.

6 And the Lord continued to call again,

Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to 'Eli,

and said. Here am I; for thou didst call me.

And he answered, I did not call, my son; lie

down again.

7 And Samuel knew not yet the Lord, nor

had the word of the Lord been as yet repealed

unto him.

8 And the Lord continued to call, Samuel,

the third time; and he arose and went to

'Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call

me. And 'Eli then perceived that the Lord
was calling the lad.

9 And 'Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down

;

and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt

sa}^. Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.

And Samuel went and lay down in his

place.

10 And the Lord came, and placed him-

self, and called as at previous times, Samuel,

Samuel. And Samuel answered. Speak; for

thy servant heareth.

11 ^ And the Lord said to Samuel, Be-

hold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which
both the ears of every one that heareth it

shall tingle.

12 On that day will I fulfil on 'Eli all

° Lit. " I will not cut off a man unto thee ;" »'. e. there

shall be descendants from 'Eli, so that there may ever

be some of them to serve at the altar under the conditions

named.
"

/. e. A small coin. The meaning i.s, that though 'Eli

was both judge and high-priest, his descendants should

apply to the new head for means of support.
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that I have si^oken concerning his house; I

will begin and finish."

13 And I tell him that I will judge his

house for ever; for the iniquity that he knew
that his sons were drawing a curse on them-
selves,'' and he restrained them not.

14 And therefore have I sworn unto the

house of 'Eli, that the iniquity of 'Eli's house
shall not be atoned for with sacrifice or meat-
offering for ever.

15 And Samuel lay until the morning,
when he opened the doors of the house of the

Lord; and Samuel feared to tell the vision

unto 'Eli.

16 But 'Eli called Samuel, and said, Sa-

muel, my son. And he said, Here am I.

17 And he said, What is the word which
he hath spoken unto thee? do not, I pray
thee, conceal it from me : may God do to thee

thus, and continue to do so, if thou conceal

any thing from me of all the word that he
hath spoken unto thee.

18 And Samuel told him all the words,

and concealed nothing from him. And he

said, He is the Lord : let him do what seem-

eth good in his eyes.

19 And Samuel grew up, and the Lord
was with him, and he did not let fall any one

of all his words to the ground.

20 And thus knew all Israel from Dan
even to Beer-sheba' that Samuel was accredit-

ed as a prophet of the Lord.

21 ][ And the Lord continued to appear in

Shiloh; for the Lord revealed himself to Sa-

muel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.

CHAPTER IV.

1 And the word of Samuel became known
to all Israel. Now Israel went out against

the Philistines to battle, and encamped beside

Eben-ha'ezer ;" and the Philistines encamped
in Aphek.

2 And the Philistines put themselves in

battle-array against Israel; and the battle

became general,"^ and Israel was smitten be-

fore the Philistines: and they slew on the

battle-ground", in the field, about four thousand

men.
3 And when the people were come back

* Heb. "beginning and ending." Philippson, "from
the beginning to the end."

" "Were rendering themselves vile."

—

Kasiii.

into the camp, the elders of Israel said, Where-
fore hath the Lord smitten us this day before

the Philistines? Let us bring over to us out
of Shiloh the ark of the covenant of the Lord,

that it may come in the midst of us, and de-

liver us out of tlie hand of our enemies.

4 So the people sent to Shiloh. and they
brought away from there the ark of the

covenant of the Lord of hosts, who dwelleth
over the cherubim : and the two sons of 'Eli,

Chophni and Phinehas, were there with the

ark of the covenant of God.
5 And it happened when the ark of the

covenant of the Lord came into the camp,
that all Israel set up a great shout, so that

the earth trembled.

6 And when the Philistines heard the

noise of the shouting, they said, What mean-
eth the noise of this great shouting in the

camp of the Hebrews ? And they understood
that the ark of the Lord was come into the

camp.
7 And the Philistines were afraid ; for they

said, God is come into the camp. And they
said, Wo unto us! for the like of this hath
not been, yesterday or the day before.

8 Wo unto us ! who shall deliver us out of

the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the

Gods that smote the Egyptians with every
plague in the wilderness.

9 Be strong, and act like men, Philis-

tines, so that ye become not servants unto
the Hebrews, as they have been servants to

you : therefore act like men, and fight.

10 And the Philistines fought, and the Is-

raelites were smitten, and they lied every

man unto his tent: and the defeat was very
great ; and there fell of Israel thirty thousand
men on foot.

11 And the ark of God was taken; and
the two sons of 'Eli, Chophni and Phinehas,

died also.

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin from
the battle-field, and came to Shiloh on the

same daj', with his clothes rent, and earth

upon his head.

13 And when he came, lo, 'Eli was sitting

upon a chair by the wa^'side watching; for

his heart was anxious for the ark of God.

° /. e. The place afterward so called.

* Lit. "was spread out."
° Sachs; literally, "in (he battle-array."
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And when the man came to tell it in the

city, all the city cried out.

14 And when 'Eli heard the noise of the

crying, he said. What meaneth the noise of

this multitude? And the man came in hasti-

ly, and told it to 'Eli.

15 Now 'Eli was ninety and eight ^-ears

old ; and his eyes were fixed, so that he could

not see.

16 And the man said unto 'Eli, I am the

person that came from the battle-field, and I

myself fled from the battle-field to-day. And
he said, What was it that took place, my son ?

i

17 And the messenger answered and said,

Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there

hath also been a great slaughter among the

people, and also thy two sons, Chophni and
Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God hath

been taken.

18 And it came to pass, when he mentioned
the ark of God, that he fell from off the chair

backwai'd by the side of the gate, and his neck
was broken, and he died ; for the man was

j

old, and heavy. And he had judged Israel

forty years.
j

19 And his daughter-in-law, the wife of

!

Phinehas, was with child, near to be delivered :
j

and when she heard the tidings concerning
{

that the ark of God had been taken, and that

'

her father-in-law and her husband were dead,

she sank down and gave birth ; for her pains

came suddenly upon her.

20 And at the moment of her dj-ing, the

women that stood around her spoke (unto her),

Fear not ; for a son hast thou born. But she

answered not, nor did she take it to heart.

21 And she named the child I-chabod,°

saying, Glory is departed from Israel ; because

of the taking away of the ark of (Jod, and be-

'

cause of her father-in-law and her husband.

22 And she said, Glory is departed from
Israel ; for the ark of God hath been taken

away. 1

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And the Philistines took the ark of

God, and brought it from Eben-ha'ezer unto
j

Ashdod.
j

2 And the Philistines took the ark of God,

and brought it into the house of Dagon, and
set it by Dagon.

3 And when the people of Ashdod arose

early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was lying

upon his face on the earth before the ark of

the Lord. And they took Dagon, and set him
again in liis place.

4 And when they arose early on the morn-
ing of the following day, behold, Dagon was
lying upon his flice on the ground before the

ark of the Lord ; and the head of Dagon and
both the palms of his hands were cut ofi' upon
the threshold; only the fish portion*" was left

on him.

5 Therefore do the priests of Dagon, and
all that come into Dagon's house, not step on
the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod even until

this day.

6 ^ And the hand of the Lord became
heavy upon the people of Ashdod, and he
destroyed them, and smote them with hemor-
rhoids, even Ashdod and its territory.

7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that

it Avas so, they said. The ark of the God of

Israel shall not remain with us; for his hand
is sore upon us, and ujion Dagon our god.

8 And they sent and gathered together all

the loi'ds of the Philistines unto them, and
said. What shall we do with the ark of the

God of Israel? And they answered, Let the

ark of the God of Israel be removed unto

Gath. And they removed the ark of God
of Israel thither.

9 And it happened, after they had re-

moved it, that the hand of the Lord was
against the city with a very great confusion

;

and he smote the men of the city, lx)th small

and great, and they had hemorrhoids in their

secret part-s.

10 And they sent away the ark of God
to 'Ekron. And it came to pass, as the ark

of God came to 'Ekron, that the 'Ekronites

cried out, saying, They have removed to us"

the ark of the God of Israel, to slay us and
our people.

11 So they sent and gathered together all

the lords of the Philistines, and said, Send
away the ark of the God of Israel, that it may
return to its own place, so that it may not

* This means, " No honour."

—

Hashi.
'' No doubt that Dagon was represented as a human

jure above, terminating in a fish body.
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• Heb. Me, to slay me and my people.—This construc-

tion, moreover, occurs fret|ucntly to represent natious as

individuals; although the plural is meant.
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sl.ay us, and our people ; for there was a con-

fusion of death throughout all the city; the

hand of God was very heavy there.

12 And the people that did not die were
smitten with the hemorrhoids; and the la-

mentation of the city went up to heaven.

CHAPTER VI.

1 T[ And the ark of the Lord was in the

fields of the Philistines seven months.
2 And the Philistines called for the priests

and the diviners, saying, What shall we do
with the ark of the Lord? let us know
wherewith we shall send off it to its place.

3 And they said, If ye send away the ark

of the God of Israel, send it not away empty

;

but ye must to a certainty return him" a tres-

pass-offering; then will ye be healed, and it

will be known to you why his hand is not re-

moved from you.

4 And they said. What shall be the tres-

pass-offering that we shall return to him ?

And they answered, According to the number
of the lords of the Philistines, five golden

hemorrhoids, and five golden mice ;'' for one
plague affected them all, and j^our lords.

5 Therefore make images of your hemor-
rhoids, and images ofyour mice that devastate

the land;" and give glory vmto the God of

Israel : perhaps he will lighten his hand from
ofi" you, and from off your gods, and from oflf

your land.

6 And why will ye harden your heart,

just as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened
their heart? Did not they, when he had
wrought wonderful deeds among them, dis-

miss them, and they departed ?

7 And now make a new wagon, and take

two milch-cows, on which there hath come
no yoke, and harness the cows to the wagon,
and bring their calves home away from them

:

8 And take the ark of the Lord, and place

it into the wagon; and the articles of gold,

which ye return him as a trespass-offering, ye
must put in a casket alongside of it ; and then

send it away, that it may go.

* I. e. The God of Israel. Sachs and others, " it," re-

ferring to the ark.

' Probably this was the plague of field-mice, which
destroyed the crops. But Philippson, after Abarbanel,
supposes that it means a local disease, called " mouse,"
as now " cancers," denotes a peculiar malady.

" It was customary for the ancient heathen to offer to

2Q

9 And then see, if it go up by the way to

its own boundary, to Beth-shemesh, then hath
he done us this great evil ; but if not, then we
shall know that not his hand hath smitten

us; it is a chance which hath happened to us.

10 And the men did so; and they took two
milch-cows, and harnessed them to the wagon,
and their calves they shut up at home

:

11 And they placed the ark of the Lord in

the wagon, and the casket with the mice of

gold and images of their hemorrhoids.

12 And the cows went straight forward on
the way on the road to Beth-shemesh, on one
high-way they did go along, lowing as they
went, and turned not aside to the right or to

the left; and the lords of the Philistines went
after them as far as the border of Beth-she-

mesh.
13 And they of Beth-shemesh were reaping

their wheat-harvest in the valley; and when
they lifted up their eyes, and saw the ark,

they rejoiced to see it.

14 And the wagon came to the field of

Joshua, the Beth-shemite, and stood still

there ; and there was a great stone ; and they
split the wood of the wagon, and the cows
they offered as a burnt-offering unto the
Lord.

15 And the Levites took down the ark of

the Lord, and the casket that was with it,

wherein were the articles of gold, and put
them on the great stone ; and the men of Beth-
shemesh offered burnt-offerings and sacrificed

sacrifices on the same day unto the Lord.

16 And when the five lords of the Philis-

tines had seen it, they returned to 'Ekron on
the same day.

17 T[ And these are the golden hemor-
rhoids which the Philistines returned as a
trespass-offering unto the Lord: for Ashdod
one, for Gazza one, for Ashkelon one, for Gath
one, for 'Ekron one.

18 T[ And the golden mice were according
to the number of all the cities of thg Philis-

tines under the five lords, from the fortified

city, down to the open village, even unto the

their gods such monuments of their deliverance as repre-

sented the evils from which they had been rescued

;

and Tavernier (Travels, p. 92) informs us, that among
the Indians, when a pilgrim goes to one of the pagodas

for a cure, he brings the figure of the member affected,

made of gold, silver, or copper, according to his circum-

stances, which he offers to his god.
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great stone* whereon they had set down the

ark of the Lord, and which is unto this day

in the field of Joshua, the Beth-shemite.

19 And he smote among the men of Beth-

shemesh, hecause tliey had looked into the

ark of the Lord, namely, he smote among the

people seventy men and fifty thousand men;''

and the people mourned because the Lord had

caused among the peoi)le a great slaughter.

20 And the men of Beth-shemesh said,

Who is able to stand before the Lord, this

holy God? and to Avhom shall it go up away
from us?

21 And they sent messengers to the inha-

bitants of Kiryath-ye'arim, saying, The Philis-

tines have brought back the ark of the Lord;

come ye down, and fetch it up to you.

CHAPTER VII.

1 And the men of Kiryath-3'e'arim came,

and fetched up the ark of the Lord, and

brought it unto the house of Abinadab on the

hill, and Elazar his son they sanctified to

guard the ark of the Lord.

2 ^1 And it came to pass, from the time

the ark remained in Kiryath-ye'arim, and the

time was long, and it was twenty years: that

all the house of Israel followed anxiously after

the Loud.
'•> And Samuel said unto all the house of

Israel, as followeth. If with all your heart ye

do return unto the Lord, then put away the

gods of the stranger and the 'Ashtaroth from

your midst, and direct your heart unto the

Lord, and serve him alone : and then will he

deliver you out of the hand of the Philis-

tines.

4 Then the children of Israel did put away
the Ba'alim and the 'Ashtaroh, and served

the Loud alone.

•G ^I
And Samuel said, Assemble all Israel

together at Mizjjah, and I will pray in your

behalf unto the Lord.

G And they assembled themselves together

at Mizpali, and drew water, and poured it

out before the Lord, and fasted on that day,

and said there, We have sinned against the

• After Jonathan, taking Sax Ahd for ;3« Ehcn.
"' As Both-Sheniosli was a small jilace, it is supposed

that the seventy died of them, and the tifty thousand

fiiOni all Israel. Perhaps it might be translated, " seventy

among lifty thousand," i". c of the crowd of that amount
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Lord. And Samuel judged the children of

Israel in Mizpah.

7 And when the Philistines heard that the

children of Israel had assembled them.selves

at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went
up against Israel. And when the children

of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the

Philistines.

8 And the children of Israel said to

Samuel, Do not abstain," so as not to cry for us

unto the Lord our God, that he may help us

out of the hand of the Philistines.

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and

offered it for an entire burnt-offering unto the

Lord : and Samuel cried unto the Lord in be-

half of Israel ; and the Lord answered him.

10 And as Samuel was oflering up the

burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near to

battle against Israel ; but the Lord thundered

Avith a loud noise on that day over the Philis-

tines, and brought them into confusion, and

they were smitten before Israel.

11 And the men of Israel went out of Miz-

pah, and pursued the Pliilistine.s and smote

them, as far as below Beth-car.

12 And Samuel took one stone, and set it

between Mizi)ah and Sben, and called its

name Eben-ha"ezer,'* saying. As far as this

hath the Lord helped us.

13 So were the Philistines humbled, and

they came no more into the territory of

Israel ; and the hand of the Lord was against

the Philistines all the days of Samuel."

14 And the cities which the Philistines

had taken from Israel came again to Israel

;

from 'Ekron even unto Gath, and their terri-

tory did Israel deliver out of the hand of the

Philistines. And there was peace between

Israel and the Emorites.

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days

of his life.

16 And he went from year to year and

travelled in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and

Mizpah, and judged Israel in all the?e places.

17 And his return was to Kaniah; for there

was his house; and there he judged Israel;

and he built there an altar unto the Lord.

who were present. The last is an hypothesis of Herx-

heinicr, after Joscphus.
" Heb. "Be not silent from us from crying."

" I. e. The stone of help.

•
i. e. While he himself held actively the reins of go.

vernment.
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CHAPTER VIIL

1 Tf And it came to pass, when Samuel
was old, that he appointed his sons judges

over Israel.

2 And the name of his first-born was
Joel;" and the name of his second Abiyah;
they judged in Beer-shcba'.

3 But his sons Avalked not in his ways,

and they inclined after their own advantage,

and took bribes, and perverted justice.

4 % Then did all the elders of Israel as-

semble themselves together, and came to

Samuel unto Ramah,
5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old,

and thy sons have not walked in thy ways

:

now appoint for us a king to judge us like all

the nations.

6 But the thing was displeasing in the

eyes of Samuel, Avhen they said. Give us a

king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto

the Lord.

7 ][ And the Lord said unto Samuel,
Hearken unto the voice of the people '.ii all

that they may say unto thee; for not thee

have they rejected, but me have they rejected,

that I should not reign over them.
8 In accordance with all the deeds which

they have done since the day that I brought
them up out of Egypt even until this day,

when they forsook ine, and served other gods

;

so do they also unto thee.

9 And now hearken unto their voice;

nevertheless thou must still solemnly fore-

Avarn them, and tell them the manner'' of the

king that will reign over them.
10 ][ And Samuel said all the words of

the Lord unto the people that had asked of
him a king.

11 ][ And he said. This will be the man-
ner of the king that will reign over you : Your
sons will he take, and appoint them for himself
with his chariots, and among his horsemen;
and they will have to run before his chariot;

12 And to appoint for himself captains
over thousands, and captains over fifties; and
to plough his ground, and to reap his harvest,
and to make his instruments of war, and
the instruments of his chariots.

* Correctly, Yoel.

' " Right," or " privilege."

—

Redak.
° Lit. '• in." But it means, as in verse 8, that Samuel

said all this again in prayer.

13 And your daughters will he take for oint-

ment makers, .and for cooks, and for bakers.

14 And your fields, and }our vineyards,

and your olive-j^ards, yea the best, will he

take, and give them to his servants.

15 And of your seeds, and of your vine-

yards will he take the tenth, and give (the

same) to his oflicers, and to his servants.

16 And your men-servants, and your maid-

servants, and your best young men, and your
asses, will he take and employ (them) for his

work. '

17 Of your flocks will he take the tenth:

and ye j-ourselves will become his servants.

18 And ye will cry out on that day because

of your king whom ye will have chosen for

yourselves; but the Lord Avill not answer you
on that day.

19 Nevertheless the people refused to listen

to the voice of Samuel ; and they said, No

;

but a king shall be over us;

20 That we also may ourselves be like all

the nations; and that our king may judge us,

and go out belbre us, and fight our battles.

21 And Samuel heard all the words of the

people, and he spoke them before" the ears of

the Lord.

22 Tl And the Lord said to Samuel,

Hearken unto their voice, and appoint them
a king. And Samuel said unto the men of

Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ Now there was a man of Benjamin,

whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the

son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son

of Aphiach, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty
man of valour.

2 And he had a son whose name was
Saiil,'' young" and handsome; and there was
not a man among the children of Israel hand-

somer than he: from his shoulders and up-

ward he was taller than any of the people.

3 And there were lost the asses belonging

to Kish, Saiil's father; and Kish said to Saiil

his son. Do take with thee one of the ser-

vants, and arise, go seek the asses.

4 And he passed though the mountain of

Ephraim, and passed through the land of Sha-

^ Correctly, " Shahul."
• Philippson, " Distinguished and amiable,"—" more

amiable."
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lisha, but they found (them) not; then they

passed through the land of Sha'alim, and there

was nothing there; and he passed through

the laud of IJoiijaiuin, hut tliey found them
not.

5 Wlien they were come in the land of

Zuph, Saiil said to his servant that was with
him, Come, and let us return ; lest my father

relinquish the care for the asses, and become
anxious for us.

6 And the other said unto him, Behold
now, a man of God is in this city, and the

man is honoured ; all that he ever saith will

surely come to pass; now let us go thither;

perhaps he can tell us our way that we should

7 Then said Saiil to his servant, But, be-

hold, if we should go, what shall we bring

to the man? for the bread is spent out of

our vessels, and there is not a present' to

bring to the man of God: what have we
with us?

8 And the servant answered Saiil again,

and said. Behold, I have'' here in my hand
the fourth part of a shekel of silver; and I

will give this to the man of God, that he may
tell us our way.

9 In former times it was custom in Israel,

that when a man went to inquire of God, he
said thus. Come, and let us go as for as the

seer; for the Prophet of the present day was
in former times called a Seer.

10 Then said Saiil to his servant. Thy
word is good ; come, let us go. So they went
unto the city where the man of God was.

11 As they went up the ascent to the city,

they found some maidens going out t« draAV

water; and they said unto them. Is the seer

here?

12 And they answered them, and said.

He is; behold, he is before you: make haste

now, for this day came he to the city; be-

cause the people have a sacrifice to-day on
the high place

:

13 As soon as ye are come into the city, ye
will straightway find him, before }'et he can

go up to the high ])laee to eat; for the people

will not eat initil he be come, because he al-

ways blesseth the sacrifice; afterward eat

* We are not to suppose from this that the proplicts

took money to predict future events : Saiil only refers

to an invariable custom, that no man approached a supe-
824

those that are invited; and now go you up;
for just to-day will ye find him.

14 And they went up into the city. They
were entering into the city, when, behold,

Samuel came out toward them, to go up to

the high place.

15 1[ And the Lord had revealed to Sa^

muel's ear one day before Saiil's coming, say-

ing,

16 About this time to-morrow will I send
thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and
thou shalt anoint him as chief over my people

Israel, that he may save my people out of

the hand of the Philistines; for I have beheld

my people, because their cry is come unto
me.

17 And when Samuel saw Saiil, the Lord
addressed him, Behold the man of whom I

spoke to thee. This one shall rule over my
people.

18 And Saiil drew near to Samuel within
the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee,

where is the house of the seer.

19 And Samuel answered Saiil, and said,

I am the seer; go up before me unto the high

place, and ye shall eat Avith me to-day ; and
I will let thee go in the morning, and all that

is in thy heart will I tell thee.

20 And as for thy asses that were lost unto
thee this day three days ago, do not set thy
heart on them; for they have been found.

And to whom belongeth all that is desirable

in Israel? Is it not to thee, and to all thy
father's house?

21 And Saiil answered and said, Am not I

a son of Benjamin, of one of the smallest

tribes of Israel? and (is not) my family the

least of all the families of the tribes of Benja-

min? wherefore then hast thou spoken to me
such a thing?

22 And Samuel took Saiil and his servant,

and brought them into the apartment; and he
assigned them a place at the head of the m-
vited guests, who were about thirty persons.

23 And Samuel said unto the cook. Hand
here the portion which I gave thee, of which I

said unto thee. Put it away by thee.

21 And the cook took up the shoulder,

and that which was on it, and set it before

rior without some present or another, however small in

value.
'' Heb. " there is found in my hand."
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Saiil ; and said, Behold what is left ! set it be-

lore thee, and eat; for unto this time hath it

been kept for thee, since I said, I have in-

vited the people. And Saiil ate with Samuel
on that day.

25 And they went down from the high
place into the city, and he spoke with Saiil

upon the roof.

2G And they got up early; and it came to

pass when the morning-dawn arose, that Sa-

muel called Saiil to the roof, saying, Up, that

I may send thee away. And Saiil arose, and
they went out, both of theip, he and Samuel,

into the street.

27 As they were going down to the end
of the city, Samuel said to Saiil, Say to the

servant that he pass on Ijefore us,—and he
passed on,—but thou remain standing a while,

and I will let thee hear the word of God.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And Samuel took a flask of oil, and
poured it upon his head, and kissed him,

and said, Behold, it is because the Lord hath
anointed thee over his inheritance as chief.

2 When thou goest this day away from
me, thou wilt find two men who are now*
by Rachel's sepulchre, on the boundary of

Benjamin at Zelzach; and they will say unto
thee, The asses which thou wentest to seek

are found : and, lo, thy father hath given up
the matter of the asses, and is anxious for

you, saying, What shall I do for my son?

3 Then shalt thou go on forAvard from
there, and thou shalt come as far as the grove

of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men
going up to God to Beth-el, one carrying three

kids, and another carrying three loaves of

bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine

:

4 And they will ask thee after thy welfare,

and give thee two loaves of bread, which
thou must take from their hand.

5 After that shalt thou come to the hill of
God,'' where the outposts of the Philistines

are ; and it shall come to pass, when thou art

come thither to the city, that thou wilt meet

* After Kashi.
' The hill by Earyath-ye'arim, where the ark was.

—

Kashi.
' " A company of scholars."

—

Jonathan Evidently
those belonging to the schools of the prophets, who were
probably taught religion, poetry, and music.

" "Aid they are praising."

—

Jonathan. Meaning,

a company of prophets" coming down from

the high place, having before them a psaltery,

and a tambourine, and a pipe, and a harp;

and they shall be prophesying;''

G And the Spirit of the Loud will suddenly

come over thee, and thou shalt prophesy with

them, and thou shalt be changed into another

man.
7 And it shall be, that when these signs

are come unto thee, then do thou what thy

hand may be able to effect; for God is with

thee.

8 And thou shalt go down before me to Gil-

gal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee,

to offer burnt-offerings, (and) to sacrifice sacri-

fices of peace-offerings : seven days shalt thou

tarry, till I come to thee, and then will I tell

thee Avhat thou shalt do.

9 And it happened, that as he turned his

back to go away from Samuel, God changed
his heart into another; and all these signs

came to pass on that same day.

10 Tf And when they came thither to the

hill, behold, a company of prophets met him

;

and the Spirit of God came suddenly over

him, and he prophesied in the midst of them.

11 And it came to pass, when all that

knew him before," saw that, behold, he pro-

phesied with the prophets, then said the

people one to another, What is this that hath
happened to the son of Kish? Is Saiil also

among the prophets?

12 And one of that place an.swered and
said, And who is their father?' Therefore it

became a proverb, Is Saiil also among the

prophets ?

13 And when he had made an end of pro-

phesying, he came to the high place.

14 And Saiil's uncle said unto him and to

his servant. Whither were ye gone? And he
said, To seek the asses; and when we saw
that they were nowhere, we went to Samuel.

15 And Saiil's uncle said. Do tell me, I

pray thee, what did Samuel say unto you.

16 And Saiil said unto his uncle, He told

us plainly that the asses had been found.

not literally predicting, but engaged in singing the praises

of God.
" Lit. "yesterday, the day before yesterday."
' Jonathan, "Who is their teacher?" referring to the

prophets; meaning, prophecy is no inheritance, but a gift

of God ; why then do you wonder that the son of Kish pro-

phesies also?
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But of the matter of the kingdom, whereof
Samuel had 8j)oken, lie told him not.

17 ^ And .Samuel called the peojjle to-

gether unto the LoKD to Mizpah

;

18 And he said unto the children of Lsrael,

Thus saith the Lord the God of Lsrael, I

brought up Israel from Egypt, and delivered

30U out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
out of the hand of all the kingdoms that op-

pressed you

;

19 And yc for your part have this day re-

jected your God, he who hath saved you out
of all your misfortunes and your tribulations;

and ye have said unto him, Nevertheless, thou
must set a king over us; and now present

3^ourselves before the Lord according to your
tribes, and according to your thousands.

20 And Samuel caused all the tribes of
Israel to come near; and the tribe of Benja-
min Avas .seized.

21 And he caused the tribe of Benjamin to

come near according to its families, and the

family of Matri was seized, ;uid then ^vas seized

Saiil the son of Kish : and they sought him,
but he could not be found.

22 And they inquired again of the Lord,
Is the man yet come hither?"

^ And the Lord said, Behold, he hath hid-

den himself among the vessels.*"

23 And they ran and fetched him thence,

and he placed him.self erect in the midst of the
people, and he was higher than any of the
people from his shoulders and upward.

24 And Samuel said to all the people.

Have ye seen him whom the Lord hath made
choice of, that there is none like him among all

the people ? And all the people shouted, and
said, Long live the king.

25 Then did Samuel speak to the people
the rights of the kingdom, and wrote it in a
book, and laid it down before the Lord. And
Samuel sent away all the people, every man
to his house.

26 And Saiil also went to his home to

Gib'ah; and there went with him a large

crowd, whose heart God had touched.
27 But the worthless men said, In what

can this one help us? And they despised
him, and brought him no present. But he
acted as though he were deaf

CHAPTER XI.

* After Redak, as though it were ty'Kn. Others, "Is yet
another man come hither?"
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1 \\ Then came up Nachash the 'Ammonite,
and encamped against Yabesh-gil'ad : and
all the men of Yabesh said unto Nachash,
Make a covenant Avith us, and we will serve

thee.

2 And Nachash the 'Ammonite said unto
them, On this condition will I make it with
you, that ye all have put out the right eye,

that I may lay it as a reproach upon all Israel.

3 And the elders of Yabesh said unto him.
Grant us seven days respite, that we may
send messengers throughout all the boundary
of Israel : and then, if there be none to save
us, will we come out to thee.

4 And the messengers came to Gib'ah of

Saiil, and spoke the words in the ears of the

people ; and all the people lifted up their

voice, and wept.

5 And, behold, Saiil was coming after the
herds out of the field; and Saiil said. What
aileth the people that they weep? And they
told him the words of the men of Yabesh.

6 And tlie Spirit of God came suddenly
over Saiil when he heard these words, and his

anger was kindled greatly.

7 And he took a 3oke of oxen, and cut

them in pieces, and sent them about through-
out all the boundary of Israel by the hand of

the messengers, saying, Whosoever goeth not
forth after Saiil and after Samuel, shall have
his herds thus treated. And the dread of the
Lord fell on the people, and they went out
as one man.

8 And he numbered them in Bezek; and
the children of Israel were three hundred
thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thou-

sand.

9 And they said unto the messengers that

were come, Thus shall ye say unto the men of
Yaliesh-gil'ad, To-morrow shall ye have help,

when the sun shineth hot. And the messen-
gers came and told it to the men of Yabesh

;

and these were glad.

10 And the men of Yabesh said,' To-mor-
row will we go out unto you, and ye can do
unto ns in accordance with all that seemeth
good in your eyes.

11 ]| And it happened on the morrow,

" r. e. The baggage of the assembly.
" Meaning, they sent word to the 'Ammonites.
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that Saul put the people in three companies;

and they came into the midst of the camp in

the morning watch, and they smote the 'Am-
monites until the heat of the day : and it came
to pass, that those that remained were scat-

tered, and no two among them were left to-

gether.

12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who
is there that saith, Shall Saiil reign over us ?

Give up the men, and we will put them to

death.

13 And Saiil said, There shall not a man
be put to death on this day; for to-day the

LoKD hath wrought deliverance" in Israel.

14 ^ And Samuel said to the peojjle, Come
and let us go to Gilgal, and renew there the

choice'' of the king.

15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and
they apjjointed there Saiil as king before the

Lord in Gilgal ; and they sacrificed there sacri-

fices of peace-ofierings before the Lord; and
Saiil Avith all the men of Israel rejoiced there

very greatly.

CHAPTER XIL

1 ^ And Samuel said unto all Israel, Be-

hold, I have hearkened unto your voice in all

that ye said unto me, and I have set a king
over you.

2 And now, behold, the king is walking
before 3'ou; and I am old and gray-headed;

and my sons, behold, they are with you ; and
I have walked before you from my youth
even until this day.

3 Behold, here am I ; testify against me in

the presence of the Lord, and in the presence

of his anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or

whose ass have I taken ? or whom have I de-

frauded? whom have I oppressed? or from
whose hand have I received any ransom so

that I withdrew my eyes from him? and I

will restore it you.
j

4 And they said, Thou hast not defrauded
us, nor hast thou oppressed us, and thou hast

not taken from any man's hand the least.

5 And he said unto them, The Lord is

* Zunz, " Victory."
^ After Sachs. Kashi agrees with this, in commenting,

" Because at first some objected, but now all were satis-

fied." Others render, " the kingdom."
° According to Jonathan's version, who supplies between

nt7>' and nB'3 the word ahs, thus, na^oT NT hy pnj isyi.
Others render, " who appointed Moses and Aaron."

witness against you, and his anointed is wit-

ness this day, that ye have not found in

my hand the least ; and they answered. He is

witness.

G And Samuel said unto the people. It is

the Lord who did° (wonders through) Moses
and Aaron, and Avho brought your fathers up
out of the land of Egypt.

7 And now stand up, that I may hold
judgment with you before the Lord concern-
ing all the benefits of the Lord, which he
hath done to you and to your fathers.

8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, then
did your fiithers cry unto the Lord, and the
Lord sent Moses and Aaron, and they brought
forth 30ur fathers out of Egypt, and caused
them to dwell in this place.

9 And when they forgot the Lord their

God, he sold them into the hand of Sissera,

the chief of the host of Chazor, and into the
hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of

the king of Moiib, and they made war against

them.
10 And they cried (then) unto the Lord,

and said. We have sinned, because we have
forsaken the Lord, and have served the Ba-
'alim and the 'Ashtaroth ; and now deliver us

out of the hand of our enemies, and we mil
serve thee.

11 And the Lord sent Yerubba'al, and
Bedan,'' and Yiphthach, and Samuel, and he
delivered you out of the hand of your enemies
on every side, so that ye dwelt safel}'.

12 But when ye saw that Naehash the

king of the children of 'Ammon came against

you, ye said unto me. No; but a king shall

reign over us : when the Lord your God is

your king.

13 And now here is the king whom ye
have chosen, whom ye have asked for! and,

behold, the Lord hath set over you a king.

14 If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him,

and obey his voice, and will not rebel against

the will" of the Lord: then'' shall both ye
and also the king that reigneth over you con-

tinue following the Lord your God.

* Samson, or " son of Dan."
° Lit. "mouth," elsewhere given with "order."
' Both Sachs and Arnheim view this part of the verse

as a continuation of the condition, and render, " And if

both ye and also the king that reigneth over you, follow

the Loud 3-our God,"—the consequence is then under-

stood, meaning, "then will you be blessed."

s-n
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15 But if ye will not hearken to the voice

of the Lord, and rebel against the will of the

Lord: then will the hand of the Lord be

again.st yon, as it was against your fathers.

IG Also now stand up and see this great

thing, which the Loud is about doing before

your eyes.

17 Is it not wheat-harvest" to-day? I will

call unto the Lord, and he will send thunder
and rain ; and ye will (thus) perceive and see

that your wickedness is great, which ye have
done, in the eyes of the Lord, to ask for your-

selves a king.

18 And Samuel called unto the Lord; and
the Lord sent thunder and rain on that day

:

and all the people feared greatly the Lord
and Samuel.

19 And all the people said unto Samuel,
Pray in behalf of thy servants unto the Lord
thy God, that we may not die; for we have
added unto all our sins yet this evil, to ask

for our-selves a king.

20 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear
not; ye have indeed done all this evil: yet

turn not aside from following the Lord, and
serve ye the Lord with all your heart

;

21 And turn ye not aside; for then would
ye go after vain things, which cannot profit

nor deliver; because they are vain.

22 For the Lord will not forsake his people

for the sake of his great name; because it

hath pleased the Lord to make you a people

unto himself

23 Moreover as for me, far be it from me
that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing

to pray in behalf of you; but I will teach you
the good and the right w.ay:

24 Only fear the Lord, and serve him in

truth with all your heart; for see what great

things he hath done with you.

25 But if ye will in any wise do wickedly,

both ye yourselves as also your king shall

perish.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ When Saul had reigned one year,

—

and two*" years he reigned over Israel,

—

A period when rain is uncommon in Palestine.
* llabbi Isaiah, in his coninieutary, makes the two years

mentioned here as those antecedent to the anointing of

David; as, in point of fact, Saiil must have reigued longer.
° Correctly, Yonaihan, or Ychonathan.
' Others, "garrison."

828

2 Saiil chose himself three thousand men
out of Israel ; and there were with Saiil two
thousand in Michmash and on the mountain of
Beth-ol, and a thousand were with Jonatluaf
in Gib'ali of Benjamin: and the rest of the

people he sent away every man to his tent.

3 And Jonathan smote the outposf* of the
Philistines that was at Geba', and the Philis-

tines heard of it. And Saiil blew the cornet

throughout all the land, saying, Let the He-
brews hear it.

4 And all Israel heard it, saying, Saiil hath
smitten the outpost of the Philistines, and the

Israelites also have put themselves in ill-favour

with the Philistines. And the people were
called together after Saiil to Gilgal.

6 And the Philistines gathered themselves

together to fight with Israel : thirty thousand
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and
people as the sand which is on the sea-shore

in multitude; and they came up, and en-

camped in Michmash, eastward from Beth-

aven.

6 And when the men of Israel saw that

they were in a strait, (for the peoi)le were
oppressed,) then did the people hide themselves

in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and
in strong-holds, and in pits.

7- And some of the Hebrews pa.ssed over

the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gil'ad.

As for Saiil, he was still in Gilgal, and all the

people followed him hastily."

8 And he tarried seven days, according to

the set time that SamueF had ajjpointed ; but

Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people

were scattering themselves from him.

9 And Saiil said, Bring hither to me the

burnt-olfering and the peace-ofi'erings. And
he oflered the burnt-oflering.

10 And it came to pass, that, as soon as

he had made an end of offering the burnt-

offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saiil went
out to meet him, that he might greet him.

11 And Samuel said, What hast thou done?
And Saiil said. Because I saw that the people

were scattering themselves from me, whereas

thou earnest not at the appointed day, and

" Rashi. Others, "trcniMing," or "fearfully."
' I'hilippson supposes that Samuel had made it a rule,

independently of the order above, x. 8, for Saiil to wait

with public sacrifices at (lilgal, where the tabernacle was

probably at that time, till his arrival, which might require

some days from the time ho was bidden.
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the Philistines are gathering themselves to-

gether at Michmash

;

12 And I said, The Philistines will now
come down imto me to Gilgal, and I have not

yet made supplication unto the Lord : where-

fore I forced myself, and offered the burnt'

offering.

13 And Samuel said to Saiil, Thou hast

done foolishly: thou hast not kept the com-
mandment of the Lord thy God, which he
had commanded thee; for now would the

Lord have established thy government over

Israel for ever.

1-1 But now thy government shall not en-

dure: the Lord hath sought out for himself a

man after his own heart, and the Lord hath

ordained him to be chief over his people ; be-

cause thou hast not kept what the Lord had
commanded thee.

15 ^ And Samuel arose, and went u-p from
Gilgal unto Gib'ah of Benjamin. And Saiil

numbered the people that were to be found
with him, about six hundred men.

16 And Saiil, and Jonathan his son, and
the people that were to be found with them,
were Ijing in Gib'ah of Benjamin; but the

Philistines were encamped in Michmash.
17 And the troop of freebooters went out

of the camp of the Philistines in three com-
panies : one company turned into the way to

'Ophrah, unto the land of Shu'al

;

18 And another company turned into the

way to Beth-choron; and the other company
turned into the way to the frontier that look-

eth over the valley of Zebo'im toward the

wilderness.

19 ^ Now there was no smith to be found
throughout all the land of Israel; for the

Philistines said, So that the Hebrews shall

not make themselves swords or spears;

20 But all the Israelites went down to the

Philistines, to sharpen every man his plough-
share, and his coulter," and his axe, and his

mattock.
21 And they used a file*" for the mattocks,

and for the coulters, and for three-pronged
forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the
goads.

22 So it came to pass on the day of battle,

* Philippson, "plough-share, scythe, asc, and sickle."
^ Philippson, "namely, when the edge was dull on the

agricultural implements, or on the scythes," &c., taking

2 R

that there was neither sword nor spear found
in the hand of any of the people that were
with Saiil and Jonathan ; but they were found
with Saiil and with Jonathan his son.

23 And the outpost of the Philistines went
out to the pass of Michmash.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ][ Now it happened one day, that Jonar
than the son of Saiil said unto the young
man that bore his armour, Come, and let us
go over to the Philistines' outpost, that is on
the other side yonder. But unto his father
he told nothing.

2 And Saiil tarried in the lower part of
Gib'ah under the pomegranate-tree which is

by Migron: and the people that were with
him were about six hundred men.

3 And Achiyah, the son of Achitub, the
brother of I-chabod, the son of Phinehas, the
son of 'Eli, the priest of the Lord in Shiloh,

wore the ephod. And the people knew not
that Jonathan was gone.

4 And between the passes, by which Jona-
than sought to go over unto tlie outpost of
the Philistines, there was a sharp point of

rock on the one side, and a sharp point of
rock on the other side : and the name of the
one was Bozez, and the name of the other
Seneh.

5 The one point rose up abruptly north-
ward opposite Michmash, and the other south-
ward opposite Giba'.

6 And Jonathan said to the young man
that bore his armour. Come, and let us go
over unto the outpost of these uncircumcised

:

it may be that the Lord will worlc for us ; for

there is no restraint to the Lord to save by
means of many or by means of few.

7 And his armour-bearer said unto him,
Do all that is in thy heart: turn thee; be-

hold, I am with thee according to thy heart.

8 Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will

pass over unto these men, and we will show
ourselves unto them.

9 If they say thus unto us, Stand still

until we come to you: then will we remain
standing in our i)laces, and will not go up unto
them.

ni'Xa as signifying "gap," "dulness,'

blunt." Our version is after Rashi.

from ivi] "to
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10 But if they say thus, Come up unto us;

then will we go up; for the Lord hath de-

livered them into our hand; and this shall

be unto us the sign.

11 And Avhen both of them showed them-

selves unto the outpost of the Philistines,

the Philistines said, Behold, Hebi-ews are

coming forth out of the holes wherein they

have hidden themselves.

12 And the men of the outpost addressed

Jonathan and his armour-bearer, and said,

Come up to us, and we will let you know
something. Then said Jonathan unto his

armour-bearer, Come u^) after me; for the

Lord hath given them up into the hand of

Israel.

13 And Jonathan then ascended upon his

hands and upon his feet, and his armour-
bearer after him ; and they fell before Jona-

than ; and his armour-bearer was killing after

him.

14 And that first defeat, which Jonathan
and his armour-bearer caused, was about

twenty men, within about the half of a field,"

which a 3'oke of oxen might plough.

15 And there aro.se a terror in the camp,
in the field, and among all the people; the

outposts, and the free-booters, they also were
terrified, and the earth quaked ; and it became
a very great terror.""

IG And the watchers of Saiil in Gib'ah of

Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude

became scattered," and ran hither and thither.

17 ^ Then said Saiil unto the people that

were with him, Number now, and see who is

gone away from us. And they numbered,
and, behold, there was neither Jonathan nor
his armour-bearer.

18 And Saiil said unto Achiyah, Bring
hither the ark of God; for the ark of God was
on that day with the children of Israel.

19 And it ha])pened, while Saiil was speak-

ing unto the priest, that the confusion which
was in the camp of the Philistines went on and
increased more and more:

* Lit. " half a furrow of a yoke of land;" meaning,
a sm.ill field, half as much as a pair of oxen can plough
in a day.

"• Lit. "a terror of God," t'. r. "a fearful panic." The
word "God" added in Hebrew, expresses the highest

of the thing spoken of; thus, " the mountains of God,"
&c.

• Lit. " melted," i. e. lost the compact order of soldiers,

and got into disorder. oiSn is rendered by Kodak as sig-

T[ And Saiil said unto the priest. With-
draw thy hand.

20 And Saiil and all the people that were
with him were called together, and they came
to the battle : and, behold, the sword of every
man was against his fellow, the disorder being

very great.

21 And the Hebrews that were with the

Philistines as before that time, those namely
who had gone up with them, were in the camp
round about; but these also resolved to be
with the Israelites that were with Saiil and
Jonathan.

22 And all the men of Israel who had hid-

den themselves on the mountain of Ephraim,
heard that the Philistines had fied ; and they
also followed hard after them in the battle.

2.3 So the Lord saved Israel that day : and
the battle passed over unto Beth-aven.

24 And the men of Israel were hard urged

that day; and Saiil adjured the people, say-

ing, Cursed be the man that will eat food""

until the evening, until I have been avenged
on my enemies. And the whole people tasted

thus no food.

25 And (the men of) all the land came to

a forest; and there was honey" upon the

surface of the field.

2G And when the people were come into

the forest, behold, thei'e was a stream of ho-

ney; but no one put his hand to his mouth;
for the people feared the oath.

27 But Jonathan had not heard his father

charging the jjcople with the oath ; he there-

fore put forth the end of the staff that was in

his hand, and dipped it in a honey-comb/
and carried his hand again to his mouth ; and
his eyes became clear.

28 Then commenced one of the people,

and said. Thy fiither strictly charged the peo-

ple with an oath, saving, Cursed be the man
that will eat food this day; though the people

were faint.^

29 Then said Jonathan, My father hath
troubled the land; see, I pray you, how

nifying " to strike;" thus, "went and struck against one

another," or "struck one another more and more."
'' Heb. " bread."
• This was wild honey, which even now abounds in

Judea; and bursting from the comb runs down the Iml-

low trees, rocks, &c. Rashi, however, comments, "tlio

juice of canes growing in the land of Israel."

' Rashi, " the sugar-cane." Sachs, " the pure honey.'"

« After Redak.
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my eyes are become clear, because I have tasted

a little of this honey.

30 How much more, if haply the people

had eaten freely this day of the spoil of their

enemies which they found ? for would there

not have been now a greater defeat among
the Pliilistines?

31 And they smote on that day among the

Philistines from Michmash to Ayalon ; and

the people were very faint.

32 And the peoi)le Hew upon the spoil, and

took sheep, and oxen, and young steers, and

slew them on the ground : and the people did

eat upon" the blood.

33 And they told Saiil, saying, Behold, the

people are sinning against the Lord, in eating

upon the blood. And (he then) said, Ye
have acted treacherously; roll (hither) unto

me tliis day a great stone.

34 And Saiil said. Disperse yourselves

among the people, and say unto them. Bring

near unto me every man his ox, and every

man his lamb, and slaughter here, and eat;

and sin not against the Lord in eating by the

blood. And all the people brought near every

man his ox by his hand that night, and
slaughtered (them) there.

35 And Saiil built an altar unto the Lord:

the same was the first'' altar that he built

unto the Lord.

36 ^ And Saiil said. Let us go down after

the Philistines by night, and spoil them until

the morning-light, and let us not leave a man
of them. And they said. Do whatsoever

seemeth good in thy eyes.

^ Then said the priest. Let us draw near

hither unto God.

37 And Saiil asked counsel of God, Shall I

go down after the PhiUstines ? wilt thou deli-

ver them into the hand of Israel ? But he

answered him not on that day.

38 And Saiil said, Draw ye near hither all

the chief of the people: and know and see

through what this sin hath happened this

day.

39 For, as the Lord liveth, who saveth

* See Leviticus xix. 26.—Rashi thinks tbcy slew the

dams with the young, against the law. Others this

:

that they sanctified the cattle, and ate before the blood was
sprinkled. Ralbag, that they ate on the place where the

blood had flowed, as in our text ; but Redak, that having
slain the cattle on the ground, the blood was not fully

drained out, which ought to be done, as blood is prohi-

Israel, that if it be in Jonathan my son, he

shall surely die. But no one answered him
among all the people.

40 Then said he unto all Israel, Ye shall

be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son

will be on the other side. And the people

said unto Saiil, Do what seemeth good in thy

eyes.

41 And Saiil said unto the Lord, God of

Israel, O, show forth the i^erfect truth." And
Jonathan and Saiil were seized ; but the people

came forth (free.)

42 And Saiil said. Cast the lot between me
and Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was
seized.

43 Then said Saiil to Jonathan, Do tell

me what thou hast done. And Jonathan
told him, and said, I did but taste with the

end of the staft' that was in my hand a little

honey; lo, I am willing to die.

44 And Saiil said, May God do thus now,

and in future also; for thou shalt surely die,

Jonathan.

45 And the people said unto Saiil, Shall

Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great

salvation in Israel ? This shall not be : as

the Lord liveth, there shall not fall one hair

of his head to the ground ; for with God hath

he wrought this day. So the people rescued

Jonathan, and he died not.

40 ^ Then went Saiil up from following

the Philistines; and the Philistines went to

their own place.

47 So Saiil strengthened himself in the

government over Israel; and he fought on
every side against all his enemies, against

Moiib, and against the children of 'Ammon,
and against Edom, and against the kings of

Zobah, and against the Philistines : and
withersoever he turned himself, he caused

terror.

48 And he gathered an army,* and he
smote the 'Amalekites, and delivered Israel

out of the hands of those that spoiled them.

49 ^ Now the sons of Saiil were Jonathan,

and Yishvi, and Malkishua': and the names

bited. Hence Saul's order, verses 3, 4. Whatever it

was, it was an infraction of a precept of the law.
'' Literally, " with it he began to build an altar."

' D'nn " perfect," that which is in accordance with truth.

Rashi, " give a true lot." Others, " declare the inno-

cent."
'' After Jonathan. Others, " he did mighty deeds."

331
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of his two daughters—the name of the firsts

born was Merab, and the name of the younger

Michal.

50 And tlie name of Saiil's wife was Achi-

no'am, the daughter of Achima'az: and the

name of the captain of his army was Abner,

the son of Ner, Saiil's uncle.

51 And Kish the father of Saul, and Ner
the father of Abner, were each the son of

Abiel.

52 ^ And the war against the Philistines

was violent all the days of Saiil : and when
Saiil saw any strong man, or any valiant

man, he took him unto himself

CHAPTER XV.
1 ^ And Samuel said unto to Saiil, Me

did the Lord send to anoint thee as king over

his people, over Israel; and now hearken

thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord.

2 Thus sixith the Lord of hosts, I remem-
ber what 'Amalek did to Israel, how he lay

in wait for him on the way, when he came up
from Egypt.

3 Now go and smite 'Amalek, and devote

all that they have, and spare them not; but

slay both man and woman, infant and suck-

ling, ox and lamb, camel and ass.

4 ^[ And Saiil ordered the people to assem-

ble, and he numbered them in Telaim," two
hundred thousand men on foot, and ten thou-

sand of the men of Judah.

5 And Saiil came to the city of 'Amalek,

and he fought'' in the valley.

G And Saiil said unto the Kenites, Go, de-

part, get you down from the midst of the

'Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them;
whereas ye acted Icindly with all the children

of Israel, at their coming up out of Egypt;

and the Kenites departed from the midst of

the 'Amalekites.

7 And Saiil smote the 'Amalekites from
Chavilah until thou comest to Shur, that is

before Egypt.

8 And he caught Agag the king of the

* Rashi and others translate, " And he numhercd them
with lambs," and expound, ho told every one to take a

lamb out of the king's flock, and then counted the lambs,

because it was prohibited to count the persons of Israel.

See Kxodus xxx. 12. Others, however, consider Telaim as

the name of a place, as in the text.

' Haslii. Others take 3Tl ^or 31N"1 "and lay in wait."

Abarbancl, " and ho contended for the stream."
832

'Amalekites alive, and all the people he de-

voted to the edge of the sword.

9 But Saiil together with the people had
pity on Agag, and on the best of the flocks,

and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the

fat lambs, and all that was good, and they
would not destroy them; but all the cattle

that was of little value and weak, that they
destroyed.

10 ^ And the w^ord of the Lord came unto
Samuel, saying,

11 I repent that I have set up Saiil as

king ; for he hath turned back from following

me, and my word hath he not performed ; and
it displeased Samuel; and he cried unto the

Lord all the night.

12 And Samuel rose up early to meet Saiil

in the morning ; and it was told to Samuel,
saying, Saiil came to Carmel, and, behold, he
set himself up a monument, and then went
about, and passed on, and went down to

Gilgal.

13 And Samuel came to Saiil; and Saiil

said unto him. Blessed be thou unto the Lord,

I have performed the word of the Lord.

14 And Samuel said, AVhat is then this

bleating of the flocks in my ears, and the

lowing of the oxen which I hear ?

15 And Saiil said, from the 'Amalekites
have they brought them ; because the people

had pity on the best of the flocks and of the

oxen, in order to sacrifice unto the Lord thy
God ; and the rest have we devoted.

16 T[ And Samuel said unto Saiil, Sta^-,

and I will tell thee what the Lord said

to me this night; and he said unto him.

Speak.

17 ][ And Samuel said, Is it not that,

however little thou wast in thy own eyes,"

thou art the head of the tribes of Israel ? and
the Lord anointed thee as king over Israel ?

18 And the LoRi> sent thee on a journey,"*

and said, Go and destroy the sinners, the

'Amalekites, and thou shalt fight against

them until they be consumed.

° Meaning, " However humble Saiil might have deemed
himself before his appointment, he was still, through his

having been anointed, king over I.'^rael ; hence his exam-

ple ought to have led others to obedience." Our version

is after Sachs.—Philippson, " Art thou not become, al-

though thou wast little in thy eyes," &c.
" Lit. " way," and means the campaign or miliiary

journey.
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19 Wherefore then didst thou not hearken

unto the voice of the Lord, and didst fly upon
the spoil, and didst the evil in the eyes of

the Lord?
20 T[ And Saiil said unto Samuel, Yea, I

have fully hearkened unto the voice of the

Lord; and I went on the way which the

Lord had sent me; and I have brought Agag
the king of 'Amalek; and the 'Amalekites

have I destroyed.

21 And the people took of the spoil, of the

flocks and oxen, the chief of the devoted

things, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in

Gilgal.

22 ^ And Samuel said. Hath the Lord as

much delight in burnt-offerings and in sacri-

fices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord ?

Behold, to ojjey is better than sacrifice, and
to attend more than the flit of the rams.

23 For the sin of witchcraft is rebellion,

and idolatry and image-'" orship, stubbornness;

inasmuch as thou hast despised the word of

the Lord, he hath also despised thee that thou

shalt not be king.

24 ^ And Saiil said unto Samuel, I have
sinned; for I have transgressed the will of

the Lord, and thy words; because I feared

the people, and I hearkened to their voice.

25 And now, I pray thee, pardon my sin,

and return with me, that I may prostrate

myself to the Lord.

2G ^ And Samuel said unto Saiil, I will

not return Avith thee; for thou didst despise

the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath de-

spised thee, that thou shalt not be king over

Israel.

27 And Samuel turned about to go; and
he laid hold ou the corner of his mantle, and
it Avas rent.

28 ^ And Samuel said unto him, The
Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from
off thee this day, and hath given it to thy as-

sociate, who is better than thou.

29 And also the Strength of Israel will not
lie nor repent; for he is not a man, that he
should repent.

30 And he said, I have sinned; (yet)

honour me now, I pray thee, in the presence

of the elders of my people, and in the pre-

* Correctly, Ytshai.
*" Lit. "seen." German, "crsehen," i. e, "select by

seeing."
= Lit. "call."

sence of Israel, and return with me, that I

may prostrate myself unto the Lord thy God.
31 So Samuel returned, following Saiil;

and Saiil prostrated himself to the Lord.

32 ^1 And Samuel said. Bring ye hither

unto me Agag the king of the 'Amalekites;

and Agag came unto him cheerfully; and
Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is

past.

33 ^ And Samuel said. As thy sword did

make women childless, so shall thy mother
be childless among women ; and Samuel hewed
Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.

34 ^ Then Samuel went to Ramah; and
Saiil Avent up to his house at Gib'iih of Saiil.

35 And Samuel came no more to see Saiil

until the day of his death; because Samuel
mourned for Saiil; and the Lord repented
that he had made Saiil king over Israel.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 ^ And the Lord said unto Samuel, How
long wilt thou mourn for Saiil, seeing I have
rejected him so as not to reign over Israel?

fill thy horn with oil, and go, I Avill send
thee to Jesse* the Beth-lechemite ; for I have
selected'' among his sons mito myself a king.

2 And Samuel said. How shall I go? if

Saiil should hear it, he Avould kill me.

][ And the Lord said, Take an heifer Avith

thee, and say. To sacrifice unto the Lord am
I come.

3 And inAate" Jesse to the sacrifice, and I

Avill let thee knoAv Avhat thou shalt do; and
thou shalt anoint unto me the one Avhom I

Avill say unto thee.

4 And Samuel did that Avhich the Lord
had spoken, and came to Beth-lechem. And
the elders of the toAvn came hastily'^ to meet
him, and said. Peace to thee at thy coming.

5 And he said. Peace; to sacrifice unto
the Lord am I come ; sanctify yourselves, and
come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanc-

tified Jesse and his sons, and invited them to

the sacrifice.

6 And it came to pass, Avhen they came,

that he saAv Eliab, and said. Surely the Lord's

anointed is (here) before him.

7 ^ But the Lord said unto Samuel, Re-

* After Rashi, who is followed by Sachs; but Philipp-

son gives, "came trembling to meet him, and said, Is thy

coming in peace ? And he said, Peace."
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gard not his api^oarancc, nor the height of

his stature; because I have rejected him; for

not what man looketh on;°—for man looketh

on the eves, but the Lord looketh on the

heart.

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and caused

him to pass before Samuel. And he said,

This one also hath the Lord not chosen.

9 Then Jesse caused Shammah to pass by.

And he said, This one also hath the Lord not

chosen.

10 And Jesse caused seven of his sons to

pass before Samuel; and Samuel said unto
Jesse, The Lord hath not made choice of

these.

11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are there

no more young men? And he said, There is

yet left behind the youngest, and, behold, he
is feeding the flocks. And Samuel said unto
Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not
sit down*" till he have come hither.

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now
he was ruddy," having withal handsome eyes,

and being of a goodly appearance.

^ And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him;
for this is he.

13 Then took Samuel the horn of oil, and
anointed him from among"* his brothers; and
the Spirit of the Lord came suddenly upon
David from that day and forward. And Sa-

muel then rose up, and went to Ramah.
14 And the Spirit of the Lord departed

from Saiil, and there troubled him an evil

spirit" from the Lord.

1-5 And Saiil's servants said unto him, Be-
hold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth

thee.

16 Let our lord but say (the word,) and
thy servants, now before thee, will seek out a

man, who is skilful as a player on the harp;
and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit

from God is upon thee, that he shall play
with his hand, that thou mayest be well.

17 And Saiil said unto his servants. Select

for me, I pray you, a man that can play well,

and brinff him to me.

• Tlie sentence is completed at the end of the verse,

"but God looketh on the heart." Some render, "that
which man seeth is nothing." Jonathan, "man sccth

with the eyes, and before God are revealed the thoughts
of the heart."

' 3DJ literally, " round," t'. c. the table.
" "Red-haired. —PhiLIPPSon.
* Redak.
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18 Then answered one of the servants, and
said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the
Beth-lechemite, who is skilful as a player,

and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war,
and intelligent in speech,' and a person of
a good form, and the Lord is with him.

19 Thereupon Saiil sent messengers unto
Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son,

who is with the flocks.

20 And Jesse took an ass laden with bread,

and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent

them through David his son unto Saiil.

21 And David came to Saiil, and stood be-

fore him; and he loved him greatly, and he
became his armour-bearer.

22 And Saiil sent to Jesse, saying, Let
David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he
hath found favour in my eyes.

23 And it came to pass, when the spirit of

God was upon Saiil, that David took the
harp, and played with his hand; so Saiil be-

came relieved, and he felt well, and the evil

spirit departed from him.

CHAPTER XVIL
1 ^ And the Philistines gathered together

their camps to battle, and they gathered
themselves together at Sochoh, which belong-

eth to Judah; and they encamped between
Sochoh and 'Azekah, at Ephes-dannnim.

2 And Saiil and the men of Israel gathered

themselves together, and encamped in the

valley of Elah, and put themselves in battle-

array opposite to the Philistines.

3 And the Philistines stood on a mountain
on the one side, and the Israelites stood on a
mountain on the other side: and the valley

was between them.
4 And there went out the'^ champion out

of the camp of the Philistines, Goliath of

Gath was his name, wliose height was six

cubits and a span.

5 And he had a helmet of copper upon
his head, and he was clothed with a .scaly

coat of mail ; and the weight of the coat of

mail was five thousand shekels of copper.

' A melancholy, depression of spirit, the effect of Divine

punishment.
' Jonathan, "in counsel." Philippson refers this to a

knowledge of language in poetic composition, a quality

highly necessary for extemporaneous song.

' D'J^n Iff'N "the champion," who had probably been

distinguished by deeds of arms before, and therefore now
chosen to challenge Israel.
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6 And he had greaves of copper upon his

legs, and a javelin' of copper between his

shoulders.

7 And the staff of his spear was like a

weaver's beam ; and the blade of his spear

(weighed) six hundred shekels of iron : and
the shield-bearer Avas walking before him.

8 And he stood and called unto the arrays

of Israel, and said unto them. Why will ye

come out to put yourselves in battle-array?

Behold! I am the Philistine, and ye are ser-

vants to Saiil ! select for yourselves one man,
and let him come downi to me

;

9 If he be able to fight with me, and he

kill me, then will we be unto you as servants

;

but if I prevail against him, and kill him,

then shall ye be unto us as servants, and ye
shall serve us.

10 And the Philistine said, I have defied

the arrays of Israel this day
;
give me a man,

and let us fight together.

11 When Saiil and all Israel heard these

words of the Philistine, they were terrified,

and became greatly afraid.

12 ^ Now David was the son of that

Ephrathite of Beth-lechem-judah, whose name
was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the

man was old in the days of Saiil, belonging to

the persons (of high esteem.)

13 And the three eldest sons of Jesse were
gone following Saiil to the battle : and the

names of his three sons that were gone to the

battle were Eliab the first-bom, and the next
to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah.

14 And David was the youngest: and the

three eldest followed Saiil.

15 But David kept going and returning

from Saiil to feed his father's flocks at Beth-

lechem.

IG And the Philistine drew near morning
and evening, and presented himself forty days.

17 And Jesse said unto David his son.

Take, I pray thee, for thy brothers an ephah
of this parched corn, and these ten loaves,

and run to the camp to thy brothers

;

18 And these ten cheeses shalt thou bring

unto the captain of the thousand, and inquire

of thy brothers how they fare, and take away
their pledge.*"

* JoDathan, however, regards [no here as a lance-

shaped metal band brought down from the helmet to defend
the back of the neck. But it may have been a javelin

slung behind, to be used when needed.

19 Now Saiil, and they, and all the men
of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting

with the Philistines.

20 ^[ And David rose up early in the

morning, and gave up the flocks to a keeper,

and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded
him; and he came to the entrenchment, as

the host was going forth in battle-array, and
shouted the battle-cry-

21 And the Israelites and the Philistines

put themselves in battle-array, army'^ against

army.
22 And David left the articles which he

had on him in the hand of the keeper of the

baggage, and ran into the array, and came
and asked of his brothers after their welfare.

2.3 And as he was speaking with them, be-

hold, there came up the champion, Goliath

the Philistine, by name, of Gath, out of the

battle-arrays of the Philistines, and spoke in

accordance with these same words : and David
heard it.

24 And all the men of Israel, when they

saw the man, fled from before him, and were
greatly afraid.

25 And the men of Israel said, Have ye
seen this man that is coming forth? for to

defy Israel is he coming forth; and it shall

be, that the man who killeth him,—him will

the king enrich with great riches, and his

daughter will he give him, and his father's

house will he make free in Israel.

26 T[ And David said to the men that

stood by him, thus. What shall te done to

the man that may smite yon Philistine, and
take away the rejiroach from Israel? for who
is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the arrays of the living God?

27 And the people spoke to him after this

manner, saying, So shall it be done to the

man that may smite him.

28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard

when he was speaking unto the men; and
Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and
he said. Why didst thou come down hither?

and with whom hast thou left those kw sheep

in the wilderness? I know thy presumption,

and the wickedness of thy heart; for in order

to see the battle art thou come down.

' No doubt a token that they were well, to satisfy the

anxious father; or it may be a teE6.1'-7*iial of good con-

duct from their superior.

° Lit. "array opposite array.'
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29 And David said, What have I now
done? It is nothing but a word.

30 And ho turned from him toward an-

other, and spoke after the same manner: and

the people made him again a reply after the

former maimer.
31 And the words which David had spoken

were lieard, and they told them in the pre-

sence of Salil; who sent for him.

32 And David said to Saiil, Let no man's

heart fail l)ecause of him ; thy servant will go

and fight with this Philistine.

33 And Saiil said to David, Thou art not

able to go unto this Philistine to fight with

him: for thou art but a lad, and he (hath

been) a man of war from his youth.

34: And David said unto Saiil, Thy servant

was feeding his father's flocks, and there came
a lion, and" a bear, and bore ofi" a lamb out

of the drove

;

35 And *I went out after him, and smote
him, and delivered it out of his mouth : and
when he rose up against me, I caught him
by his beard, and smote him, and slew

him.
36 Both the lion and the boar did th}' ser-

vant smite: and this uncircumcised Philistine

shall become as one of thom, because he hath
defied the arrays of the living God.

37 ^ Moreover David said. The Lord who
hath delivered me out of the power of the

lion, and out of the power of the bear, will

also surely deliver me out of the hand of this

Philistine.

•|[ And Saiil said unto David, Go, and may
the Lord be with thee.

38 And Saiil clothed David with his gar-

ment<!, and he put a helmet of copper upon
his head; and he clothed him also with a

coat of mail.

39 And David girded his sword over his

garments, and he assa3'ed to go; for he had
not tried it. And David said unto Saiil, I

cannot walk in these (things;) for I have
never tried it before. And David put them
off from him.

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and
chose himself five smooth stones out of the

brook, and put them in the sheplierd's pouch
which he had, even in a scrip, with his sling

• Sachs, "or." Others suppose that David had two
\

such encounters, once with a lion and once with a bear,
i
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in his hand; and he drew near to the Philis-

tine.

41 And the Philistine wont and drew nearer

and nearer unto David; and the man that

bore the shield wont l)efore him.

42 And when the Philistine looked about,

and saAV David, he disdained him; for he was
but a lad, and ruddy, Avith a iair appearance.

43 And the Philistine said unto David,

Am I a dog, that thou comest unto mo with
sticks? And the Philistine cur.sod David by
his gods.

44 And the Philistine said to David, Come
to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the

fowls of the heavens, and to the beasts of the

field.

45 ^ Then said David to the Philistine,

Thou comest unto me with a sword, and with
a spear, and with a javelin; but I come to

thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the

God of the arrays of Israel, that thou hast

defied.

46 This day will the Lord deliver thee

into my hand; and I will smite thee, and
remove thy head "from thee; and I will

give the carcases of the army of the Philis-

tines this day unto the fowls of the air. and
to the wild beasts of the earth ; and all the

earth shall know that there is a God for

Israel.

47 And all this assembly shall know that

the Lord saveth not through sword and spear;

for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give

you up into our hand.

48 And it came to pass, when the Philis-

tine arose, and went and drew nigh to meet
David, that David hastened, and ran toward
the battle-array to moot the Philistine.

49 And David put his hand into the pouch,

and took thence a stone, and slung it, and he
struck the Philistine on his forehead, and the

stone sunk into his Ibrehead ; and he fell upon
his face to the ground.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine

with the sling and with the stone, and smote
the Philistine, and slew him ; but there was
no sword in the hand of David.

51 And David ran, and stood by the Phi-

listine, and took his sword, and drew it out

of its sheath, and slew him, and cut ofi' his

head therewith. And when the Philistines

saw that their hero was dead, they fled.

52 And then aro.se the men of Israel and
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of Judali, and shouted, and pursued the Phi-

listines, until thou comest to the valley, and to

the gates of 'Ekron. And the slain of the

Philistines fell down by the way to Sha'ara-

yim, even as far as Gath, and up to 'Ekron.

53 And the children of Israel returned

from hotly pursuing after the Philistines, and
they spoiled their camps.

54 And David took the head of the Philis-

tine, and brought it to Jerusalem; but his

weapons he placed in his tent.

55 ^ And when Saiil saw David going

forth against the Philistine, he said unto Ab-
ner, the captain of the army, Abner, whose son

is this lad ?" And Abner said. As thy soul

liveth, king, I know it not.

50 And the king said, Ask thou whose son

this youth is.

57 ^ And as David retunaed from smiting

the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought

him before Saiil with the head of the Philis-

tine in his hand.

58 And Saiil said to him, Whose son art

thou, young man ? And David answered. The
son of thy servant Jesse the Beth-lechemite.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 And it came to pass, when he had made
an end of speaking unto Saiil, that the soul

of Jonathan was knit on the soul of David,

and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

2 And Saiil took him on that day, and
Avould not permit him to go home to his

father's house.

3 Then Jonathan and Da\'id made a cove-

nant, because of his loving him as his own
soul.

4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the

robe that he had upon him, and gave it to

David, and likewise his garments, even to his

sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.

5 And David went out; whithersoever Saiil

used to send him, he was successful; and
Saiil set him over the men of war; and he
was accepted in the eyes of all the people,

and also in the eyes of the servants of Saiil.

^ And it came to pass as they came home,
when David returned from smiting the Philis-

tine, that the women came forth out of all

the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to

meet king Saiil, with tambourines, with joy,

and with triangles.

7 And the women that played answered
one another, and said, Saiil hath slayed his

thousands, and David his ten thousands.

8 And Saiil \vas very wroth, and the say-

ing was displeasing in his eyes ; and he said,

They have given unto David ten thousands,

and to me they have given the thousands

:

and all that he lacketh now yet is only the

kingdom.

9 And Saiil looked jealous on David from
that day and forward.

10 Tf And it came to pass on the morrow,
that an evil spirit from God came suddenly
over Saiil, and he spoke foolish things in the

midst of the house ; while David was playing
with his hand, as on previous days; and the
spear was in the hand of Saiil.

11 And Saiil cast the spear; and he
thought, I will strike David through even on
the wall. And David turned aside out of his

presence twice.

12 And Saiil was afraid of David; because

the Lord was with him, and from Saiil he
was departed.

13 Therefore Saiil removed him from him-
self, and made him his captain over a thou-

sand; and he went out and came in before

the people.

14 ^ And David was successful on all his

ways ; and the Lord was with him.

15 And when Saiil saw that he was very
successful, he was in dread of him.

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David;
because he went out and came in before

them.

17 ^ And Saiil said to David, Behold here

is my eldest daughter Merab, her will I give

to thee for wife ; only be thou unto me a man
of valour, and fight the Lord's battles. And
Saiil thought. Let not my hand be against

him, but let the hand of the Philistines be

against him.

18 And David said unto Saiil, Who am I?

and W'hat is my life, (or) my father's family

* Ralbag explains the circumstance of Saul's not recog- 1: before him now in a shepherd's dress. Abner, who was all

nising David, as owing to the fact that he had hitherto ' the time with the army, might never have seen David till

been only at court during Saiil's melancholy, and had then. But after all, the chief inquiry was after David's

since then been away to keep the flocks, and he appeared j' father, whose house was to be made free in Israel.

2 S 337
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in Israel, that I should be a son-in-law to the

king ?

19 But it happened at the time when
Merab, Saiil's daughter should have been

given to David, that she was given unto

'Adriel the Mecholathite for wife.

20 And Michal .Saiil's daughter loved

David : and they told it to Saiil, and the

thing was right in his eyes.

21 And Saiil isaid, I will give her to him,

that she may become unto him a snare, and
that the hand of the Philistines may be

against him. Wherefore Saiil said to David,

Tlirough* the second slialt thou this day be-

come my son-in-law.

22 And Saiil commanded his servants,

Speak to David secretly, saying, Behold, the

king hath delight in thee, and all his servants

love thee; and now thou must become the

king's son-in-law.

23 And the servants of Saiil spoke in the

ears of David these words. And David said,

Doth it seem so light in your eyes to become
the king's son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor

man, and of light esteem ?

24 And the servants of Saiil told him, say-

ing. Words such as these David hath spoken.

25 ^1 And Saiil said, Thus shall ye say to

David, The king desireth not any dowry, but

a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to be

avenged on the king's enemies. But Saiil

thought to cause David to fall by the hand of

the Philistines.

2G And when his servants told David
the.se words, the thing was pleasing in the

eyes of David to become the king's son-in-

law : and the days were%iot complete,

27 When David arose and went, he and
his men, and smote of the Philistines two hun-

dred men; and David jjrought their foreskins,

and they counted them out in full to the

king, that he might become the king's son-in-

law. And Saiil gave him Michal his daughter

for wife.

28 ^[ And Saiil saw and understood that

the Lord was with David; and Michal, Saiil's

daughter, loved him.

29 And Saiil was yet the more afraid of

David; and Saiil was David's enemy all the

time.

' After Philippson. Jonathan, after whom Rashi,
" with one of the two."
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30 And the princes of the Philistines went
forth : and it came to pass, whenever they
went forth, that David was more successful

than all the servants of Saiil; so that his

name was highly prized.

CHAPTER XIX.
1 And Saiil spoke to Jonathan his son,

and to all his servants, that he would kill

David. But Jonathan the son of Saiil de-

lighted greatly in David.

2 And Jonathan told David, saying, Saiil

my father seeketh to kill thee ; now therefore,

I pray thee, take heed to thyself in the

morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide

thyself:

3 And I will go out and stand by the side

of my father in the field where thou art, and
I myself will speak of thee to my fiither; and
I will see what it is, and I will tell thee.

4 •[[ And Jonathan spoke favourably of

David unto Saiil his father, and said unto
him, Let not the king sin against his servant,

against David; since he hath not sinned

against thee, and because his deeds are A-ery

good for thee;

5 And he did put his life in his hand, and
he slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought
a great salvation for all Israel; thou sawest it,

and wast rejoiced : Avherefore then wilt thou

commit sin on iiuiocent blood, by slaying Da-
vid without a cause?

6 And Saiil hearkened unto the voice of

Jonathan : and Saiil swore. As the Lord liv-

eth, he shall not be put to death.

7 And Jonathan called David, and Jona-

than told him all the.se words. And Jona-

than brought David to Saiil, and he was in

his presence, as in times past.

8 ^ And the war occurred again ; and Da-
vid went out, and fought with the Philistines,

and smote them with a great defeat; and they

fled from before him.

9 And the evil spirit from the Lord came
upon Saiil, and he was sitting in his house
with his spear in his hand : and David was
playing with his hand.

10 And Saiil sought to strike David through
with the spear even to the wall; but he slip-

ped away from before Saiil, who struck the

spear into the wall: and David lied, and
escaped that night.

11 II But Saiil sent messengers unto Da-
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vid's house, to watch him, and to slay him in

the morning; and Michal his wife told it to

David, sa^'ing, If thou save not thy life this

night, to-morrow thou wilt be put to death.

12 And Michal let David down through

the window; and he went, and fled, and
escaped.

13 And Michal took an image," and put it

in the bed, and a pillow'' of goats' hair she put

for its head to rest on, and covered it with a

cloth.

14 And when Saiil sent messengers to take

David, she said. He is sick.

15 And Saiil sent the messengers to see

David, saying. Bring him up to me in the

bed, that I may put him to death.

16 And when the messengers were come
in, behold, there was an image in the bed,

with a pillow of goats' hair for its head to

rest on.

17 And Saiil said unto Michal, Why hast

thou thus deceived me, and sent away my
enemy, that he is escaped ? And Michal said

to Saiil, He said unto me. Let me go away;
why should 1 kill thee?

18 So David fled, and escaped, and came
unto Samuel to Ramah, and he told him all

that Saiil had done to him. And he and Sa-

muel went and remained in Nayoth.°

19 And it was told unto Saiil, saving, Be-

hold, David is at Nayoth near Ramah.
20 And Saiil sent messengers to take Da-

vid : and when they saw the company of the

jirophots prophesying,'' and Samuel standing

as superintendent over them, then came upon
the messengers of Saiil the spirit of God, and
they also prophesied.

21 And when it was told to Saiil, he sent

other messengers, and they projihesied like-

wise. And Saiil sent again messengers the
third time, and they also prophesied.

22 Then went he also to Ramah, and came
as far as the great well that is in Sechu : and
he asked and said, Where are Samuel and
David ? And some one said, Behold, they are

at Nayoth near Ramah.
23 And he Avent thither to Nayoth near

* Some suppose that it may have been a bust of David;
as it would not be likely that there should have been in

his house an image for worship.
^ Rashi, "the skin of a goat."
° "School-house."

—

Jo.nathan. Probably the house
where the scholars of the prophet-schools met.

Ramah: and there came upon him also the

Spirit of God, and he went on, and prophesied

as he went, until he came to Nayoth near

Ramah.
24 And he also sti-ipped off his clothes,"

and he also prophesied before Samuel, and
lay down naked all that day and all that

night. Therefore people are in the habit of

sajdng, Is Saiil too among the prophets?

CHAPTER XX.
1 ^ And David fled from Nayoth near

Ramah, and came and said before Jonathan,
What have I done? what is my iniquity?

and what is my sin before thy liither, that he
seeketh my life?

2 And he said unto him, God forbid ; thou
shalt not die : behold, my father is not wont
to do a great thing or a small thing, which
he doth not inform*^ me of; and why should

my father conceal this thing from me? it is

not so.

3 But David swore again, and said, Thy
father well knoweth that I have found grace

in thy eyes; Avherefore he said, Jonathan
must not know this, lest he be grieved ; never-

theless, as truly as the Lord liveth, and thy
soul liveth, there was but one step between
me and death.

4 Then said Jonathan unto David, What-
soever thy soul sayeth, will I do for thee.

5 And David said unto Jonathan, Behold,

to-morrow is the ncAv-moon, and I should as

usual sit with the king to eat; but let me go,

that I may hide myself in the field until the

third evening.

6 If th}' father at all miss me, then do thou
say, David asked earnestly leave ofme that he
might run to Beth-lechem his city; for there

is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family.

7 If he should say thus. It is well : then
shall thy servant have peace ; but if it be at

all disjileasing to him, then know that the

evil is determined on by him.

8 And do thou deal kindly with thy ser-

vant; for into a covenant of the Lord hast

thou brought thy servant with thee; but if

* Perhaps as above, x. 6, engaged in singing religious

hymns, in which the messengers joined instead of seizing

David.
' This is supposed to mean, that he laid aside his ar-

mour and royal robes, to be like the scholars present.
' Lit. "and he will not reveal my ear."
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there l)e in me any iniquity, slay me thyself; I

for why shouldost thou bring me to thy father?

;

[) And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee;"
j

for if I slioukl know for certain that evil were

determined on by my father to come upon

thee, would I not tell it thee?

10 Then said David to Jonathan, Who
shall tell it me? or what,*" if thy father answer

thee roughly?

11 And Jonathan said unto David, Come,

and let us go out into the field. And they

went out, both of them, into the field.

12 ^ And Jonathan said unto David, May
the God of Israel (pnnish me) ifwhen I have

sounded my father about this time to-morrow,

or of the third day, and, behold, if he be good

toward David, I do not then send unto thee,

and inform thee of it

;

13 May the Lord do so to Jonathan and

continue so yet farther, that if it please my fa-

ther (to do) thee evil, I will inform thee of it,

and send thee away, that thou mayest go in

peace; and may the Lord be with thee, as he

hath been Avith my father.

14 And wilt thou not," should I be yet

alive, show me the kindness of the Lord, that

I may not die ?

15 But, surel}', thou wilt not withdraw thy

kindness from my house for ever; not even

wlien the Lord cutteth off the enemies of Da-

vid, every one, from off the face of the earth.

IG So Jonathan made a covenant with the

house of David, (saying,) May the Lord re-

quire it at the hand of David's enemies.

17 And Jonathan caused David to swear

again, by his love for him ; for he loved him
as he loved his own soul.

18 Tl Then Jonathan said to David, To-

morrow is the new-moon; and thou wilt be

mis.sed, because thy seat will l)e left empty.

19 And when thou hast stayed till the

third day, then shalt thou go down greatly,

and come to the place where thou didst hide

* Raslii renders, "Far it bo from thee to think thus,

that if I were to know that, &c., I should not tell it to

thee."
' Sachs, and others, "or what hard reply thy father

would make thee?"
• After Itishi, who takes nSi as a petition of Jonathan,

that David might not forget their friendship in his pros-

perity. Abarbanel refers it to the preceding, and takes it

as an imprecation if David should prove false. Sachs,

" Nnr may it happen, that should 1 live, thou wouldest

not show," Sic.
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thyself on the work-daj^ ;"• and thou shalt re-

main by the stone Ezel.'

20 And I will myself shoot three arrows

on the side thereof, as though I were shooting

at a mark.
21 And, behold, I will send the lad, say-

ing, Go, find the arrows; if I should now say

unto the lad. Behold, the arrows are on thi.s

side of thee: then take him*^ and come; for

there is peace to thee, and it is nothing; as

the Lord liveth.

22 But if thus I should say unto the young
man. Behold, the arrows are beyond thee:

then go thy wav, for the Lord hath sent thee

off.

2.3 And touching the matter of which we
have spoken, thou and I, behold, the Lord is

between me and thee for ever.

24 T[ So David hid himself in the field:

and when the new-moon was come, the king

set himself down to the repast to eat.

25 And the king sat upon his seat, as at

other times, upon the seat by the wall; and

when Jonathan arose, Abner seated himself

by the side of Saiil, and David's place was
left empty.

26 Nevertheless Saiil spoke not the least

on that day; for he thought, Something hath

befallen him, he is not clean; because he hath

not yet purified himself^

27
"ll
And it came to pass on the morrow,

the second day of the new'-moon, that David's

place w^as left empty: and Saiil said unto

Jonathan his son. Wherefore is the son of

Jesse not come, both yesterday, and to-day,

to the repa.st?

28 And Jonathan answered Saiil, David

asked earnestly leave of me to go as far as

Beth-lechem.

29 And he said. Let me go, I pray thee;

for we have a family-sacrifice in the city ; and

my brother himself hath commanded it to

me; and now, if I have found favour in thy

* After Jonathan. Philippson, "on the day of yonder

event," six. 2; or the place where David was hidden be-

fore.

• Jonathan, "the guide-stone."
' Viz. the lad, after Redak. After Rashi, we should

render it, "Behold, the arrows arc on this side of thee,

take them and come: (then come thou fortii.) fur there

is," &c. PlllLU'l'SON, "this side of thee, fetch it; then

come, for there is," &c.
« Rashi. Philippson, "It is an accident, he is not

clean; surely he is not clean."
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eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, that I

may sec my brothers; therefore is he not

come unto the king's table.

30 ^ And the anger of Savil was kindled

against Jonathan, and he said unto him. Thou
son of perverse rebelliousness !° do I not knoAV

that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to

thy own shame, and to the shame of thy

mother's nakedness?
31 For all the days that the son of Jesse

liveth upon the ground, thou wilt not have

any j^ermanence with thy kingdom; there-

fore now send and fetch him unto me, for he

shall surely die.*"

32 ^ And Jonathan answered Saiil his

father, and said unto him. Wherefore shall

he be put to death? what hath he done?
33 And Saiil cast his spear at him to smite

him; and Jonathan understood that it was
determined on by his father to put David to

death.

34 And Jonathan arose from the table in

fierce anger, and did eat no food on the second

day of the new-moon ; for he was grieved for

David ; because his father had made him feel

ashamed.

35 ^ And it came to pass in the morning,

that Jonathan went out into the field to the

place appointed with David, and a little lad

was with him.

36 And he said unto his lad. Run, do find

out the arrows which I shoot; and the lad ran,

and he shot the an'ow so as to pass beyond him.
37 And when the lad was come to the

place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot,

Jonathan called after the lad, and said, Be-

hold, the arrow is beyond thee

!

38 And Jonathan called after the lad. Make
haste, speed, stay not; and Jonathan's lad

gathered up the arrows, and came to his

master.

39 But the lad knew not the least; only
Jonathan and David knew the matter.

40 And Jonathan gave his weapons unto
the lad who was with him, and said unto
him, Go, carry them to the city.

' Sachs. Others, "Thou son of a perverse rebellious

woman."
' Hob. "he is a son of death."
° i. r. He wept more than Jonathan; but Sachs, "until

David wept aloud."
'' This is in the English version a part of the verse 42

of the last chapter j our verse 2 is there verse 1, &c.

41 And as soon as the lad was gone, Da-

vid arose from the south side (of the stone,)

and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed
himself three times; and they kissed one an-

other, and wept one with another, until Da-
vid exceeded."

42 And Jonathan said to David, Go in

peace; what we have sworn, both of us, in

the name of the Lord, saying. The Lord shall

be between me and thee, and between my
seed and thy seed for ever (shall be kept).

CHAPTER XXI.
1'^ ^ And he arose and departed ; and Jona-

than went into the city.

2 And David came to Nob to Achimelech
the priest; and Achimelech hastened trem-

bling to meet David, and said unto him, Why
art thou alone, and no man is with thee ?

3 And David said unto Achimelech the

priest. The king commanded me a business,

and said unto me. Let not any man know
the least of the business concerning which I

send thee, and which I have commanded
thee. And the young men have I appointed

to such and such a place.

4 And now what hast thou on hand?"
put five loaves of bread into my hand, or

what else can be found.

5 And the priest answered David, and
said, I have no common bread on hand, but
there is hallowed bread; if the young men
have only withheld themselves from women.

6 ]| And David answered the priest and
said to him. To a certainty women haxQ been
denied us yesterday and the day before, when I

went forth, and the vessels of the young men
were holy ; and if this Avas the custom with
unholy things, how much more will it. remain
this day holy in the vessels.'

7 So the priest gave him hallowed bread

;

for there was no bread there except the show-
bread, that was removed from before the Lord,

so as to put down hot bread on the day when
it was taken away.

8 Now a certain man of the servants of

' Lit. " what is under thy hand ?"

' After Ralbag. Sachs, " When already, &c., and this

was the custom with the unholy," &c. The latter part

of the verse is an assurance that the show-bread should

not be rendered unclean by giving it to David and his

men, as their vessels were all untouched by uncleanncss.

(See Leviticus xi. xiv. sv. and elsewhere.)
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Saiil was there on that day, detained before the

lifdiD; and his name wa.s Doeg, the Edomite,

the chiefoftho herdsmen that belonged to Saiil.

9 And David .said unto Achimelech, Hast

tliou not also here at hand a .spear or sword ?

for l)oth my sword as also my other weapons
have I not brought Avith me, because the king's

business was urgent.

10 And the priest said, The sword of Goli-

ath the Philistine, whom thou didst slay in

the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped
up in a cloth Ijehind the ephod : if thou wilt

take that for thyself, take it; for there is no
other save it here.

T[ And David said. There is none like that;

give it to me.
11 ^ And David arose, and fled on that

day from before Saiil, and came to Achish
the king of Gath.

12 And the servants of Achish said unto

him. Is not this David the king of the land ?

did the}^ not of this man sing one to another

in the dances, saying, Said hath slain his

thousands, and David his ten thousands?

13 And David took these words to his

heiirt, and was greatly afraid of Achish the

king of Gath.

14 And he di.sguised his reason before their

eyes, and played the madman in their hands,

and scribbled on the doors of the gate, and let

his spittle run down upon his beard.

15 ^[ Then said Achish unto his servants,

Lo, ye see, the man is mad; wherefore then

will ye bring him to me?
IG Have I lack of madmen, that j'e have

brought this man to play his pranks about
me ? shall this one come into my house ?

CHAPTER XXII.

1 *[] And David departed thence, and es-

caped to the cave 'Adullam: and when his

lirothers and all his liither's house heard it,

they went down to him thither.

2 And there gathered themselves unto

him every one that was in distress, and
every one that had a creditor, and every one
that had an embittered spirit; and he became
a captain over them: and there were with
him about four hundred men.

.'J And I)a\id went thence to Mizpeh of

Moab: and he said unto the king of Moiib,

* Others, " under a grove in Raniab."

Let my father and my mother, I pray thee,

go forthwith 30U, until I can know what God
will do for me.

4 And he conducted them to the presence

of the king of Moiib : and they remained with
him all the time that David was in the strong-

hold.

5 And the prophet Gad said unto David,
Thou must not remain in the strong-hold;

depart, and get thee into the land of Judah.
Then David departed, and came into the forest

of Chareth.

6 ^ And Saiil heard that David was disco-

vered, and the men that were with him. (now
Saiil was sitting in Gib'ah under the tamarisk

on the hill," with his spear in his hand, and
all his servants Avere standing al)out him

;)

7 Then said Saiil unto his servants that

stood about him. Hear, I pray you, men of

Benjamin! will the son of Jes.se give, indeed,

to every one of you fields and vineyards? will

he appoint you all captains of thousands, and
captains of hundreds?

8 That ye have conspired, all of you,

against me, and there is none that informeth

me while my son hath made a covenant with

the son of Jesse, and there is none of you that

is concerned for me, or informeth me that my
son hath stirred up my servant to lie in Avait

against me, as it is this day ?

9 ^ Then answered Docg the Edomite,

who*" was set over the servants of Saiil, and
said, I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob,
to Achimelech the son of Achitub.

10 And he asked counsel for him of the

Lord, and he gave him provision, and gave

him also the sword of Goliath the Philistine.

11 Then sent the king to call Achimelech,
the son of Achitub, the i)riest, and all his

fiither's house, the 2>riests that were in Nob:
and they came, all of them, to the king.

12 ^ And Saiil said. Hear now, thou son

of Achitub. And he said, Here am I, my
lord.

13 And Saiil said unto him. Why have ye
conspired against me, thou and the son of

Jesse, in that thou didst give him bread, and a

sword, and hast asked counsel for him of (Jod,

that he should ri.se to lie in wait against me,

as it is this day ?

14 ^j Then answered /i^chimelech the king,

' Jonathan; others, "who was standing by," kc.
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and said, And who is among all thy servants

so trusted as David, and the king's son-in-

law, and freely admitted to thy private

council," and is honoured in thy house?

15 Did I this day then begin to ask coun-

sel for him of God? far be it from me; let

not the king impute any thing unto his ser-

vant, (nor) to all the house of my father ; for

thy servant knew not of all this, either a little

or great thing.

16 And the king said, Thou shalt surely

die, Achimelech, thou, and all thy father's

house.

17 And the king said unto the runners

that stood about him, Turn round and slay

the priests of the Lord; because their hand
also is with David, and because they knew
that he was fleeing, and did not disclose it to

me. But the servants of the king would not

stretch forth their hand to fall upon the

priests of the Lord.

18 And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou

round, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg
the Edomite turned round, and he fell upon
the priests, and slew on that day eighty and
five persons that did wear a linen ephod.

19 And Nob, the city of the priests, he

smote with the edge of the sword, both men
and women, children and sucklings, and oxen,

and asses, and lambs, with the edge of the

sword.

20 And there escaped one of the sons of

Achimelech the son of Achitub, whose name
was Ebyathar,'' and he fled after David.

21 And Ebyathar told David that Saiil had
slain the priests of the Lord.

22 And David said unto Ebyathar, I knew
on that day, because Doeg the Edomite was
there, that he would surely tell Saiil: I have
myself occasioned the death of all the persons

of th}' father's house.

23 Remain thou with me, fear nothing;

for he that will seek my life will seek thy
life; but thou shalt be well guarded with me.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 T[ Then they told David, saying. Behold,
the Philistines are fighting against Ke'ilah,

and they are plundering the threshing-floors.

° Rashi and Redak, "obedient to thy will." Our ver-

sion is after Sachs and othcr.s, who take jni'DB'D for "thy
secret council." (See 2 Samuel xxiii. 23.)

2 Thereupon David asked coun.sel of the

Lord, saying. Shall I go and smite among
these Philistines?

^[ And the Lord said unto David, Go and
smite among the Philistines, and deliver

Ke'ilah.

3 And David's men said unto him. Behold,

here in Judah are we afraid : how much more
then if we should go to Ke'ilah against the

battle-arrays of the Philistines ?

4 Tf Then David asked yet again counsel

of the Lord. And the Lord answered him
and said, Arise, Go down to Ke'ilah; for I

(will) deliver the Philistines into thy liand.

5 So David and his men went to Ke'ilah

;

and he fought with the Philistines, and lead

away their cattle, and smote among them a
great slaughter. So David delivered the in-

habitants of Ke'ilah.

Tf
And it came to pass, when Ebyathar

the sou of Achimelech fled over to David, to

Ke'ilah, that the ephod came down with him."

7 And it was told to Saiil that David was
come to Ke'ilah. And Saiil said, God hath
delivered him into my hand; for he is shut

in, by entering into a town that hath gates

and bars.

8 And Saiil called all the people together

to war, to go down to Ke'ilah, to besiege

David and his men.
9 And David understood that Said secretly

devised mischief against him ; and he said to

Ebyathar the priest. Bring hither the ephod.

10 Tf Then said David, Lord, God of

Israel, thy servant hath heard for certain that

Saiil seeketh to come to Ke'ilah, to destroy

the city for my sake.

11 Will the men of Ke'ilah surrender me
into his hand? will Saiil come down as thy
servant hath heard? Lord, God of Israel,

I beseech thee, tell thy servant.

^ And the Lord said. He will come down.
12 )\ Then said David, Will the men of

Ke'ilah surrender me and my men into the

hand of Saiil? And the Lord said, They
will surrender.

13 Then arose David and his men, about
six hundred men, and departed out of Ke'ilah,

and wandered about whithersoever they could

^Eng.
° Lit. '

version, " Abiathar."

'in his hand."
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go. And when it was told to Saiil tliat David

wa.s escaped Ironi Ke'ilah, he forbore to go

fortli.

14 And David remained in the wilderness

in strong-holds, and abode on the mountain
in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saiil sought

him all the time, but God delivered him not

into his hand.

15 And David saw that Saiil was gone
forth to seek his life : and David was in the

wilderness of Ziph in the forest."

IG ^[ And Jonathan, the son of Saiil, arose,

and went to David into the forest, and
strengthened his hand in God.''

17 And he said unto him, Fear not; for

the hand of Saiil my fiither will not iind thee

;

and thou wilt be king over Israel, and I will

be next" unto thee; and also Saiil my father

knoweth this.

18 And they made, both of them, a cove-

nant before the Lord: and David remained
in the forest; but Jonathan went to his house.

19 ^ Then came up the Zij)hites unto Saiil

to Gib'ah, saying, Behold, David is hiding

him.self with us in the strong-holds in the

forest, on the hill of Chachilah, which is on
the right of the desert.

20 And now in accordance with all the

longing of thy soul, king, to come down,
come down ; and our part shall be to surren-

der him into the king's hand.

21 And Saiil said. Blessed be ye of the

Lord; for ye have pity on me.

22 Go, I pray you, make yet more prepara-

tions, and remark and see his place where
his foot' may be, who hath seen him there

;

for I am told that he dealeth with great

subtilty.

23 See therefore, and remark every one

of all the lurking-places where he usuall}^

hideth himself, and come ye again to me with

the certainty, and I will go with you ; and it

shall come to pass, if he be in the land, that

I will search him out throughout all the

thousands of Ju<lah.

24 And they arose, and went to Ziph be-

fore Saiil; but David and his men were in

* After Jonathan. Others render it "Choreshah," as

the name of a place.
''

I. e. lie strengthened him in spirit by bidding him to

rely on (lod's promise.
° rtwi " the second," or the one next in authority to

the king.
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the wilderness of Ma'on, in the plain on the
right of the de.sert.

25 And Saiil and his men went to make a
search. And they told it to David : whereHjre
he came down to the rock, and abode in the

wilderness of Ma'on. And when Saiil heard
this, he ])ursued after David into the wilder-

ness of Ma'on.

26 And Saiil went on this side of the

mountain, and David and his men on that

side of the mountain; and David made haste

to get away from before Saiil ; and Saiil and
his men were compassing David and his men
to seize them.

27 But a messenger came unto Saiil, say-

ing. Haste thee, and come ; for the Philistines

have invaded'' the land.

28 Wherefore Saiil returned from pursuing
after David, and went against the Philistines

:

therefore they called that jjlace Selurham-

machlekoth.'

CHAPTER XXIV.
1* And David went up from there, and

abode in strong-holds of 'Ea-gedi.

2 ^ And it came to pass, when Saiil was'

returned from pursuing the Philistines, that

it was told to him, saying. Behold, David is

in the wilderness of 'En-gedi.

3 ][ Then took Saiil three thousand chosen

men out of all Israel, and went to seek David

and his men upon the rocks of the wild

goats.""

4 And he came to the sheepfolds by the

way, and there was a cave; and Saiil went
in to cover his feet : and David and his men
were sitting in the lower end of the cave.

5 And the men of David said unto him,

Behold, this is the day of which the Lord
hath said unto thee. Behold, I will deliver thy

enemy into thy hand, that thou mayest do to

him as it .shall seem good in thy eyes. And
David arose, and cut off the corner of the

robe which Saiil wore, unperceived.

G And it came to pass afterward, that Da-

vid's heart smote him, because he had cut off

the corner of Saiil's (robe)

.

" Kng. version, freely, "where his h.iunt is."

' Ileb. ".-^prcid themselves upon."
' 1. 1\ The rock of divisions.

' In the English version this verse is v. 29 of chap,

xsiii. ; and in our version is v. 1 of xxiv.
'' Sachs, " chamois."
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7 And he said unto his men, Far be it

from me for the Lord's sake that I should do

this thing unto my master, the Lord's anoint-

ed, to stretch forth my hand against him ; be-

cause he is the anointed of the Lord.

8 So Da\T.d restrained his servants with

these words, and suffered them not to rise

against Saiil. But Saiil rose up out of the

cave, and went on his way.
9 ^ David also arose afterward, and went

forth out of the cave, and called after Saiil,

sa}-ing. My lord, the king! And Saiil then

looked behind him, and David bowed his face

to the earth, and prostrated himself.

10 And David said to Saiil, Wherefore

wilt thou listen to men's words, saying. Behold,

David seeketh thy injury?

11 Behold, this day thy eyes have seen

how that the Lord had delivered thee to-day

into my hand in the cave: and some one

said that I should kill thee ; but my soul felt

compassion for thee; and I said, I will not

stretch forth my hand against my lord; be-

cause he is the anointed of the Lord.

12 And now, my father, see, yea, see the

corner of thy robe in my hand; for in

that I cut off the corner of thy robe, and
killed thee not, know thou and see that there

is neither evil nor transgression in my hand,

and that I have not sinned against thee
;
yet

thou liest in wait for my soul to take it.

13 May the Lord judge between me and
thee, and may the Lord avenge me on thee

:

but my hand shall not be against thee.

14 As saith the proverb of the ancients.

From the wicked proceedeth wickedness; but
my hand shall not be against thee.

15 After whom is the king of Israel gone
out? after whom art thou pursuing? after a

dead dog,* after a single flea.

16 May the Lord therefore be judge, and
decide between me and thee, and see, and
plead my cause, and obtain me justice out of
thy hand.

17 T[ And it came to pass. When David had
finished speaking these words unto Saiil, that
Saiil said. Is this thy voice, my son Da\ad?
And Saiil lifted up his voice, and wept.

* Jonathan paraphrases, " after one weak man, after one
common person."

'' Lit. "told," i. e. by action.

" "On a good road," i. e. to let him get away unharmed
to pursue his business freely.

^ Rashi, "his cattle and property." This Carmel here
2T

18 And he said to David, Thou art more
righteous than I; for thou hast done for me
only what is good, whereas I have rewarded
thee only with what is evil.

19 And thou hast proved'' this day that

thou hast dealt well with me ; forasmuch as

when the Lord had surrendered me into thy
hand, thou didst not kill me.

20 For if a man find his enemy, will he let

him go away on a good road?'' so may the
Lord reward thee -with good for what thou
hast done unto me this day.

21 And now, behold, I know that thou
wilt surely become king, and that the king-

dom of Israel will stand firmly in thy hand.
22 And now swear unto me by the Lord,

that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me,
and that thou wilt not destroy my name out

of my father's house.

23 And DaAad swore unto Saiil; and Saiil

went to his house; but Da\dd and his men
went up into the strong-hold.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 ^ And Samuel died; and all the Israel-

ites assembled themselves together, and la-

mented for him, and buried him in his house
at Ramah. And David arose, and went down
to the wilderness of Paran.

2 • ^ And there was a man in Ma'on, whose
business* was in Carmel; and the man was
very great, and he had three thousand sheep,

and a thousand goats : and he was, while they
were shearing his sheep, at Carmel.

3 Now the name of the man was Nabal;
and the name of his wife AbigayU : and the

woman was of good understanding, and of a
beautiful form; but the man was hard-hearted

and evil in his deeds; and he was of the house
of Caleb.

4 And Da^^d heard in the wilderness that

Nabal was shearing his sheep.

5 And David sent out ten j'oung men, and
David said unto the young men, Get you up
to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and ask him in

my name after his well-being.

6 And ye shall say,* May it thus be through-

out thy life ; and peace be to thee, and peace

mentioned is a district in the south of Judah, not Mount
Carmel at the north-west of Palestine.

" Rashi, "May it thus be for the next year; peace," &c.

Philippson, "And ye shall say thus to him who liveth

prosperously, Peace," &c. Herxheimer, "And ye shaU
say thus, To thy prosperity, and have peace," &c.
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be to thy house, and unto all that thou hast

be peace.

7 And now have I heard that thou hast

sheep-shearers : now thy shepherds have been

with us, we have not injured them, neither

hath there aught been missing unto them, all

'' the time they were at Carmel.

8 Ask thy young men, and they will tell

it thee. Therefore let the young men find

favour in thy eyes; for on a festive day are

we come : give, I pray thee, whatsoever thy

hand is capable of unto thy servants, and to

thy son, to David.

9 And David's young men came, and they

spoke to Nabal in accordance with all these

words in the name of David ; and then they

cea.sed.

10 And Nabal answered the servants of

David, and said. Who is Da\4d? and who is

the son of Jesse? now-a^days thei'e are many
servants that break away every one from his

master.

11 Shall I then take my bread, and my
water, and my flesh that I have killed for my
sheep-shearers, and give it unto men, whom I

know not whence they are?

12 And David's young men turned about
on their way, and returned, and came and
told him in accordance witli all these words.

13 And David said unto his men, Giwi ye
on, every man, his sword. And they girded

on, every man, his sword; and David also

girded on his sword : and there went up after

David about four hundred men; and two
hundred abode by the baggage.

14 But one" of the young men told Abigayil,

Nabal's wife, saying. Behold, David sent mes-
sengers out of the wilderness to greet our
master; but he hath spoken rudely to them.

15 Whereas the men have been very good
unto us; and we have not been injured,

neither have we missed any thing, all the

time that we went about with them, while
we were in the field:

IG A wall were they around us both by
night and by day, all the time we were with
them, feeding the Hocks.

17 And now know and consider what thou
canst do; for evil is determined on against

our master, and against all his household;

• Hob. "one young man of," &c.
^ Others give this phrase, " any male.'
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and he is too greatly a worthless man for me
to speak to him.

18 And Abigayil made haste, and took

two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine,

and five sheep ready dressed, and five mea-
sures of parched com, and a hundred clusters

of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and
laid them on asses.

19 And she said unto her young men, Pass

on before me; behold, I come after you. But
to her husband Nabal she told nothing.

20 And it was so, as she was riding on the

ass, and coming down by the covert of the

mount, that, behold, David and his men came
down toward her; and she met them.

21 Now David had said. Yea, for naught
only have I guarded all that belongeth to

this fellow in the wilderness, so that not the

least was missed of all that pertained unto

him; and he hath requited me evil instead

of good.

22 So may God do unto the enemies of

Da^ad, and do so yet farther, if I leave of all

that pertaineth of him by the morning light,

as much as a dog.*"

23 And when Abigayil saw David, she

hastened, and alighted off the ass, and fell

down before David on her face, and bowed
herself to the ground,

24 And she fell at his feet, and said, On
me, me, my lord, is the fault : and let thy
hand-maid, I pray thee, speak in th}' hearing,

and listen to the words of thy hand-maid.

25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, turn his

heart unto this worthless man, unto Nabal;
for as his name is, so is he; Nabal" is his

name, and meanness is %vith him; but I thy
hand-maid did not see the 3oung men of my
lord, whom thou didst send.

2G And now, my lord, as the Eternal liv-

eth, and as thy soul liveth, it is the Lord who
hath -ttathholden thee from coming to blood-

guiltiness, and from helping thyself with thy
own hand; and now may like Nabal be thy
enemies, and those that seek (to do) my lord

evil.

27 And now this present which thy hand-
maid hath brought unto my lord,^ let it even
be given unto the young men that follow in

the train my lord.

• ». e. "Fool," "wicked," "mean," from nehahih, "a
scandalous, foolish, or mean act."
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28 Pardon, I pray thee, the trespass of thy

hand-raaid ; for the Lord -will certainly make
for my lord an enduring house; because the

battles of the Lord doth my lord fight, and

evil will not be found in thee all thy days."

29 And though a man is risen up to pursue

thee, and to seek thy soul : yet will the soul

of my lord be bound in the bond of life with

the Lord thy God; and the soul of thy

enemies will he hurl away, as out of the

middle of the sling.

30 And it shall come to pass, when the

Lord will do to my lord, in accordance with

all the good that he hath spoken concerning

thee, and will ordain thee as ruler over

Israel

;

31 That this shall not be unto thee as a

cause of offence and as a reproach of heart

unto my lord, both by ha\ang shed blood

without cause, and by my lord having righted

himself; and when the Lord will do good

unto my lord, then do thou renpiember thy

hand-maid.

32 ^ And David said to Abigayil, Blessed

be the Lord, the God of Israel, who sent thee

this day to meet me

;

33 And blessed be thy intelligence, and
blessed be thou, who hast prevented me this

day from coming unto blood-guiltiness, and
from helping myself with my own hand.

34 But truly, as the Lord the God of

Israel liveth, who hath withdrawn me from

injuring thee, except thou hadst hastened and
come to meet me, surely thei'e would not

have been left unto Nabal by the morning-

light so much as a dog.

35 And David took out of her hand that

which she had brought him ; and unto her he

said, Go up in peace to thy house ; see, I have
hearkened to thy voice, and have respected''

thy presence.

36 And Abigayil came to Nabal; and, be-

hold, he held a feast in his house, like the

feast of a king ; and Nabal's heart was merry
within him, and he was exceedingly drunken

;

wherefore she told him not a word, either

little or great, until the morning-light.

37 But it happened in the morning, when
the wine was gone out of Nabal, that his wife

' Sachs, " And misfortune vrlU not assail thee all thy
days." Rashi, "Therefore should wrong not be found on
thee." The meaning of the last clause is, probably, that

had told him these things; and his heart died

mthin him, and he became as a stone.

38 And it came to pass in ten days there-

after, that the Lord struck Nabal, and he died.

39 .\nd when David heard that Nabal was
dead, he said. Blessed be the Lord, who hath
pleaded the cause of my reproach from the

hand of Nabal, and hath withheld his servant

from evil ; and the wickedness of Nabal hath
the Lord returned upon his own head. And
David sent and applied for Abigayil, to take

her to himself for wife.

40 And the servants of David came to

Abigayil to Carmel, and they spoke unto her,

saying, David hath sent us unto thee, to take
thee to himself for wife.

41 Thereupon she arose, and bowed herself

with her face to tbe earth, and said. Behold,

let thy hand-maid be a sen'ant to wash the

feet of the servants of my lord.

42 And Abigayil hastened, and arose, and
rode upon an ass, with her five damsels that

went in her train; and she went after the

messengers of David, and she became his

wife.

43 David also took Achino'am of Yizre'el;

and both of them became thus his wives.

44 ^ But Saiil had given Michal his

daughter, David's wife, to Palti, the son of

Layish, who was of GalHm.

CHAPTER XXVI.
1 And the Ziphites came unto Saiil to

Gib'ah, saying. Behold, David hides himself

on the hill of Chachilali, before the desert.

2 Then arose Saiil, and went down to the

wilderness of Ziph, and with him were three

thousand men chosen out of Israel, to seek

David in the wilderness of Ziph.

3 And Saiil encamped on the hill of Cha-
chilali, which is before the desert by the

way; but David abode in the wilderness, and
he saw that Saiil was coming after him into

the wilderness.

4 David thereupon sent out spies, and
understood that Saiil was come for a certainty.

5 And David arose, and came to the place

where Saiil was encamped : and David beheld

the place where Saiil lay, with Abner the son

she begs David not to suUy his reputation by doing wrong
to the innocent.

''
I. €. Received in favour the prayer of the petitioner.

347



1 SAMUEL XXVI.

of Ner, the captain of his army: and Saiil

was lying in the midst of the ring," and the

people were encamped round about him.

6 Then commenced David and said to Achi-

melcch the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of

Zeniyah, the brother of Joilb, saying, Who Avill

go down with me to Saiil to the camp? And
Abishai said, I will readily go down with

thee.

7 So David and Abishai came to the peo-

ple by night : and, behold, Saiil lay sleeping

within the ring, with his spear stuck in the

ground by his head; but Abner and the peo-

ple were lying round about him.

8 Tf Then said Abishai to Da\'id, God hath
surrendered this day thy enemy into thy
hand; and now let me strike him through,

I pray thee, with the spear, even to the earth

with one blow, and I will not give him a

second one.

9 But David said to Abishai, Destroy him
not; for who hath stretched forth his hand
against the Lokd's anointed, and remained
guiltless?

10 David said furthermore, As the Lord
liveth, the Lord alone shall strike him down

;

either his day shall come that he die; or he
shall go down into battle, and perish.

11 Far be this from me for the sake of the

Lord, that I should stretch forth my hand
against the Lord's anomted ; but now, I pray
thee, take thou the sjxiar that is by his head,

and the cruise of water, and let us go our
way.

12 So David took the spear and the cruise

of water by the head of Saiil ; and they went
their way; and no one saw it, and no one
perceived it, and no one awaked; for they
Avcre all sleeping; because a deep sleep from
the Lord was fallen upon them.

13 Then went David over to the other

side, and stood on the top of the mount afar

off; the sj)ace between them being great.

14 And David called to the people, and to

Abner the sou of Ner, saying. Wilt thou not

answer, Abner? And Abner answered and
said. Who art thou that callest to the king ?

15 ^ And David said to Abner, Art thou
not a man? and who is like to thee in Israel?

* i. c. Formed by the people and their baggage.
' David regarded his bani.sbment from I'alestiuc, the

vicinity of the ark of God, as though he had been bid-

why then hast thou not kept guard over
thy lord the king? for there came one of the

people to destroy the king thy lord.

16 This thing Avhich thou hast done is not
good. As the Lord liveth, ye deserve to die;

because ye have not ke2)t guard over your
master, over the Lord's anointed. And now
see, where is the king's spear, and the cruise

of water that was by his head ?

17 And Saiil recognised Da\dd's voice, and
he said. Is this thy voice, my son David?
And David said. It is my voice, my lord,

king.

18 And he said. Why is this that my lord

doth pursue after his servant ? for what have
I done ? or what evil is in my hand ?

19 And now, I pray thee, let my lord the

king hear the words of his servant ! If the

Lord have stirred thee up against me, then he
may accept the savour of an offering ; but ifthey

be the children of men, then be they cursed

before the Lord; because they have driven

me out this day so that I cannot attach my-
self on the inheritance of the Lord, saying.

Go, serve other gods.*"

20 Now, therefore, let not my blood fall to

the earth far from the presence of the Lord;
for the king of Israel is come out to seek a

single flea, as one doth usually pursue a par-

tridge on the mountains.

21 Then said Saiil, I have sinned; return,

my son David; for I will not do thee hanu
any more, for the cause that my life was
precious in thy eyes this day : behold, I have
acted foolishly, and have erred exceedingly

much.
22 And David answered and said, Behold,

here is the king's spear! and let one of the

young men come over and fetch it.

23 And may the Lord I'ccompense to every

man his righteousness and his faithfulness

;

since the Lord delivered thee into my hand
to-day, and I would not stretch forth my
hand against the anointed of the Lord.

24 And behold, as thy life was highly

valued this day in my eyes, so may my lite

Ix; highly valued in the eyes of the Lord,

and may he deliver me out of all tribula-

tion.

den to worship idols. Experience also proves, that reli-

gion is neglected the moment men are separated from

early associations.
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25 T[ Then said Saiil to David, Blessed be

thou my son David : thou wilt both do great

things, and wilt also surely prevail. And
David went then on his way, and Saiil re-

turned to his place.

CHAPTER XXVII.

1 T[ And David said in his heart, Now I

may yet perish suddenly one day by the hand
of Saiil ; thei*e is nothing better for me than

that I should escape at once into the land of

the Philistines, when Saiil will abstain from

me, to seek me any more in all the territory

of Israel: and so shall I escape out of his

hand.

2 And David arose, and he passed over

himself Avith the six hundred men that were

with him unto Achish, the son of Ma'och, the

king of Gath.

3 And David remained with Achish at

Gath, he and his men, every man with his

household, also David with his two wives,

Achino'am the Yizre'elit«ss, and Abigayil, Na-
bal's wife, the Carmelitess.

4 And when it was told unto Saiil that

David was fled to Gath, he continued no more
to seek for him.

5 ^ And David said unto Achish, If now
I have found grace in thy eyes, let them give

me a place in some one of the country-towns,

that I may dwell there; for why should thy

servant dwell in the royal city with thee?

6 Then gave Achish unto him on that day
Ziklag : therefore hath Ziklag pertained unto

the kings of Judah until this day.

7 T[ And the number of the days that

David dwelt in the fields of the Pliilistines

was a full year and four" months.

8 And David and his men went up, and
invaded the Geshurites, and the Gizrites, and
the 'Amalekites ; for these nations were of old

the inhaljitants of the land, till thou comest
to Shur, and as far as the land of Egypt.

9 And David smote the land, and left not

alive either man or woman, and took away
the flocks, and the oxen, and the asses, and
the camels, and the apparel, and returned,

and came to Achish.

10 And Achish said, Whither have ye
made an inroad to-day? And David said,

* Rashi renders, "a few days above four months."
' Lit. " for the army," /. c. gathering the various divi-

sions into an army to commence active war.

Against the south of Judah, and against the

south of the Yerachmeelites, and against the

south of the Kenites.

11 And David left not alive either man
or woman, to bring (them) to Gath, saying,

That they may not tell on us, saying. So hath
David done, and so is his custom all the days
he hath dwelt in the fields of the Philistines.

12 And Achish had confidence in David,

saying, He hath surely spoiled his odour
among his people, among Israel; and he will

become unto me a servant for ever.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 ^ And it came to pass in those days,

that the Philistines gathered their camps to-

gether for warfare,'' to fight with Israel ; and
Achish said unto David, Thou must know
that thou shalt go out with me into the camp,
thou and thy men.

2 And David said to Achish, By reason of

this wilt thou thyself ascertain what thy ser-

vant will do. And Achish said to David,
Therefore will I make thee the guard of my
head for all times.

3 ^ Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel

had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah,
even in his own city; and Saiil had remov-
ed those that had familiar spirits, and the

wizards, out of the land.

4 And the Philistines assembled themselves
together, and came and encamped at Shunem

:

and Saiil assembled together all Israel, and
they encamped at Gilboa

.

5 And when Saiil saw the camp of the

Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trem-

bled greatly.

6 And Saiil asked counsel of the Lord; but
the Lord answered him not, either by means
of dreams, or by means of the Urim, or by
means of the prophets.

7 Then said Saiil unto his servants. Seek
out for me a woman that hath a familiar

spirit," that I may go to her and inquire of

her. And his servants said to him. Behold,

there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit

at 'En-dor.

8 And Saiil disguised himself, and put on
other garments, and he went, he and two men
with him, and they came to the woman by

" Philippson, "a woman having the power to adjure

the dead." 31N is rendered by him, Sachs, and others,

"adjurers of the dead."
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night: and he said, Divine, I pray thee, unto

me by the familiar spirit, and bring up for

me the one whom I shall say unto thee.

9 And the woman said unto him. Behold,

thou well knowest that which Saiil hath done,

that he hath cut off those that have familiar

spirits, and the wizards, out of the land;

wherefore then layest thou a snare for my
life, to cause me to die?

10 And Saiil swore to her by the Lord,

saying. As the Lord liveth, there shall no

guilt attach to thee for this thing.

11 Then said the woman. Whom shall I

bring up for thee? And he said, Samuel thou

must bring up for me.
12 And when the woman saw Samuel, she

cried with a loud voice : and the woman said

to Saiil thus. Why hast thou deceived me?
since thou art Saiil.

13 And the king said unto her, Be not

afraid; however, what hast thou seen? And
the woman said unto Saiil, A divine being"

have I seen ascending out of the earth.

14 And he said unto her. What is his

form? And she said. An old man is coming
up; and he is wrapt in a mantle. And so

Saiil perceived that it was Samuel, and he

bowed with his face to the ground, and pros-

trated himself
15 ][ And Samuel said to Saiil, Why hast

thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And
Saiil answered, I am greatly distressed, and
the Philistines make war against me, and God
is departed from me, and hath not answered
me any more, cither by the agency of the

prophets, or by means of dreams; wherefore

I have called thee, to make known unto me
what I shall do.

IG Then said Samuel, And why wilt thou

ask me, seeing the Lord is departed from
thee, and is become thy enemy?''

17 And the Lord hath done for himself as

he hath spoken through my agency; and the

Lord hath rent the government out of thy
hand, and hath given it to thy associate, to

David

;

18 As thou didst not obey the voice of the

Lord, and didst not execute his fierce Avrath

upon 'Amalek; therefore hath the Lord done
this thing unto thee this day.

* Ileb. D'^;r 'ri'Ki D'hSk "gods have I seen ascending,"
which is the plural of majesty. (See Gen. i. 26.)
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19 And the Lord will deliver also Israel

with thee into the hand of the Philistines;

and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be

with me: also the camp of Israel will the

Lord deliver into the hand of the Philis-

tines.

20 Then Saiil fell hastily with his full

length to the earth, and was greatly afraid,

because of the words of Samuel; there was
also no strength in him; for he had not

eaten any food all that day, and all that

night.

21 And the woman came unto Saiil, and
saw that he Avas greatly terrified ; and she said

unto him. Behold, thy hand-maid hath obeyed
thy voice ; and I put my life in my hand, and
hearkened unto thy words which thou spokest

unto me.
22 And now, hearken thou also, I pray

thee, unto the voice of thy handmaid, and let

me set before thee a morsel of bread, and eat;

that thou mayest have strength when thou

goest on the way.
23 But he refused, and said, I will not eat.

But his servants urged him much, as also the

woman; and he hearkened unto their voice.

So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the

bed.

24 And the Avoman had a fatted calf in the

house; and she hastened, and slaughtered it,

and took flour, and kneaded it, and baked
unleavened bread thereof:

25 And she brought it near before Saiil,

and before his servants; and they ate. Then
they rose up, and went away that night.

CHAPTER XXtX.
1 T[ Now the Philistines assembled to-

gether all their camps at Aphek: and the

Israelites encamped by the spring which is

by Yizre'el.

2 And the lords of the Philistines passed

on by hundreds, and by thousands; but Da-
vid and his men passed on at the last with
Achish.

3 Then said the princes of the Philistines,

What are these Hebrews to do ? And Achish
said unto the princes of the Philistines, Bo-

hold, this is David, the servant of Saiil the

king of Israel, who hath been with me already

'' Jonathan,

David.

'and now assisteth thy enemy," t. e.
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a year," or even years, and I have not found

the least in him (to blame) from the day of

his joining (me) until this day?
4 ^ And the princes of the Philistines

were angry with him ; and the princes of the

Philistines said unto him, Cause this man
to go back, that he may return to his place

whither thou hast assigned him ; but he shall

not go down with us to the battle, that he may
not become an adversary to us in the battle;

for wherewith could this person reconcile him-

self unto his master ? is it not by means of

the heads of these men ?

5 Is not this David, of whom they sang

one to another in the dances, saying, Saiil

hath slain his thousands, and David his ten

thousands ?

6 "(1 Then did Achish call David, and say

unto him. As the Lord liveth, (I declare)

that thou art upright, and that thy going out

and thy coming in with me in the camp is

good in my eyes ; for I have not found in thee

any evil from the day of thy coming unto me
until this day; nevertheless in the eyes of the

lords thou art not good.

7 And now return, and go in peace, that

thou mayest not do any evil in the eyes of

the lords of the Philistines.

8 And David said unto Achish, But what
have I done? and what hast thou found in

thy servant from the day that I have been

before thee, until this day, that I shall not go

to fight against the enemies of my lord the

king?

9 And Achish answered and said to David,

I know that thou art good in my eyes, as an
angel of God ; nevertheless, the princes of the

Philistines have said. He shall not go up with
us to the battle.

10 And now rise up early in the morning
with the servants of thy master that are come
with thee: and rise then up early in the

morning, and when ye have light, go
away.

11 And David and his men rose up early

to go away in the morning, to return unto
the land of the Philistines ; but the PhiUstines
went up to Yizre'el.

* After Sachs. Aebisli at the moment seemed not to

recollect the exact length of David's residence with him.
Redak, " I have proved him in one year as though he had
been many with me."

^ Lit. " spread out against," &c.

CHAPTER Aa^.
1 T[ And it came to pass when David and

his men came to Ziklag on the third day,

that the 'Amalekites had invaded*" the south,

and Ziklag, and smitten" Ziklag, and burnt it

with fire;

2 And had taken captive the women that

were therein, both great and small : they had
not slain any one, but had led them ofi',

and gone on their way.
3 When therefore David and his men

came to the city, behold, it was burnt with
fire; and their wives, and their sons, and
their daughters, had been taken captive.

4 And David and the people that were
with him lifted up their voice and wept, until

they had no more power to Aveep.

5 And the two wives of David were also

taken captive, Achino'am the Yizre'ehtess,

and Abigayil the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

6 And David was greatly distressed; for

the people spoke of stoning him, because the

soul of all the people was imbittered, every

man for his sons and for his daughters; but

David fortified himself in the Lord his God.

7 T[ And David said to Ebyathar the

priest, the son of Achimelech, Bring hither, I

pray thee, unto me the ephod. And Ebyathar
brought the ephod near unto David.

8 And David asked counsel of the Lord,

saying, ShalP I pursue after this troop ? shall

I overtake them ? And he said to him, Pur-

sue ; for thou wilt surely overtake them, and
certainly recover all.

9 So David went, he and the six hundred
men that were with him, and came to the

brook Bessor, where those that were left be-

hind stayed.

10 But David pursued on, he and four

hundred men; and there stayed behind two
hundred men, who were too fatigued to go
over the brook Bessor.

11 And they found an Egyptian man in

the field, and took him to David, and ga\'e

him bread, and he did eat; and they made
him drink water;

12 And they gave him a piece of a cake

° " Smiting" does not mean here " killing," but de-

stroying; since it says in the next verse that they killed

no one.
'' Sachs, " If I pursue after this troop, shall I overtake

them ?"
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of figs, and two clusters of raisins, and he ate,

and then his spirit returned* to him ; for he

had not eaten any bread, nor drunk any

water, three days and three nights.

l.S ^ And David said unto him. To whom
l)elongest thou ? and whence art thou ? And
he said, I am a young Egyptian man, the

servant to an 'Anialekite ; and my master left

me behind, because I fell sick to-day three

days ago.

14 We made an invasion upon the south

of the Kerethites,'' and upon that which be-

longcth to Judah, and upon the south of

Caleb; and Ziklag did we burn with fire.

15 And David said to him,Wilt thou bring

me down to this troop ? And he said. Swear
unto me by God, that thou wilt not kill me,

and that thou wilt not surrender me into the

hand of my master, and then will I bring

thee down to this troop.

IG And he brought him down; and behold

they were scattered over the face of all the

country, eating and drinking, and dancing for

joy, because of all the great spoil which they

had taken out of the land of the Philistines,

and out of the land of Judah.

17 And David smote them from the twi-

light even unto the evening of the next day

:

and there escaped not a man of them, save

four hundred young men, who rode upon
camels, and fled.

18 And David recovered all that the

'Amalekites had taken away; and his two
Avives also did David r'escue.

19 And there was nothing missing to them,

from small to great, as also sons and daugh-

ters, and spoil, down to every thing that they

had taken from them; the whole did David
bring back.

20 And David took all the flocks and the

•herds;" these they drove before those other

cattle, and said. This is David's spoil.

21 And David came to the two hundred
men, who had been too fatigued to fol-

low after David, and whom they had left to

remain at the brook Bessor : and they went

• 1. e. Ho revived from a comparative state of insensi-

bility.

^ i. e. The Philistines, so called because tbcy probably

came as a colony from Kret^', now Candia.
° Joseph Kimcbi explains the verse as meaning that

David took, as natural, the other cattle found with the

'Amalekites, besides his own, and this, as " the spoil of
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forth to meet David, and to meet the people

that were with him ; and David came near to the

people, and asked them after their well-being.

22 ^ Then exclaimed every wicked and
worthless man, of those that had gone with

David, and said. Because they went not with

us, we will not give them aught of the spoil

that we have recovered, save to every man
his wife and his children, and these they may
lead away, and go.

23 Then said David, Ye must not do so,

my brethren; since'' the Lord hath given us

this, and guarded us, and delivered the troop

that came against us into our hand.

24 And who will hearken unto you in this

matter? but as is the part of him that went
down to the battle, so shall be the part of

him that remaine(

must they share.

25 ^ And it happened from that day and
forward, that he made it a statute and an
ordinance for Israel until this day.

26 T[ And Avhen David came to Ziklag, he
sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, to

his friends, saying. Behold, here is a present"

for you from the spoil of the enemies of the

Lord;
27 To those who were in Beth-el, and to

those who were in south Ramoth, and to those

who were in Yattir,

28 And to those who were in 'Aro'er, and
to those who were in Siphmoth, and to those

who were in Eshtemoa

,

29 And to those who were in Radial, and
to those who Avere in the cities of the Yerach-

meelites, and to those who were in the cities

of the Kenitcs,

30 And to those who were in Chormah,
and to those who were in Kor-'ashan, and to

those who were in 'Athach,

31 And to those who were in Hebron, and
to all the places where David himself and his

men had wandered about.

CHAPTER XXXL
1 \ Now the Philistines fought against

David," was put in advance of the recovered property.

Rashi renders unj "men led the way before the captured

cattle, and said," &c.
' After the Massorah. Others, " with that which the

Lord hath given us, when he preserved," &c.
" Ilcb. " blessing;" so called from the effects it has on

the receiver, and being a token of good-will of the giver.
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Israel : and the men of Israel fled from before

the Philistines, ai)d there fell down (many)
slain on mount Gilboa.

2 And the Philistines overtook Saiil and
his sons ; and the Philistines smote Jonathan,

and Abinadab, and Malkishua', the sons of

Saul.

3 And the battle was heavy against Saiil,

and he was found by the archers, the men
with bows; and he was greatly in dread of

the archers.

4 And Saiil said unto his armour-bearer.

Draw thy sword, and thrust me through
therewith; lest these uncircuracised come
and thrust me through, and wantonly ill-use

me. But his armour-bearer would not; for

he was greatly afraid; wherefore Saiil took

the sword, and fell upon it.

5 And when his armour-bearer saw that

Saiil was dead, then fell he likewise upon
liis sword, and died Avith him.

G Thus died Saiil, and his three sons, and
his armour-bearer, also all his men, on that

same day together.

7 And when the men of Israel that were
on the other side of the valley, and those

that were on the other side of the Jordan,

saw that the men of Israel had fled, and that

Saiil and his sons had died : they forsook the

cities, and fled away; and the Philistines

came and dwelt in them.
8 ^ And it came to pass on the morrow,

that the Philistines came to strip the slain

;

and they found Saiil and his three sons fallen

on mount Gilboa.

9 And they cut off" his head, and stripped

ofi" his armour, and sent it into the land of

the Philistines round about, to publish it in

the house of their idols, and among the peo-

ple.

10 And they put his armour in the house
of 'Ashtaroth ; and his body they fastened to

the wall of Betli-shau.

11 And when the inhabitants of Yabesli-

gil'ad heard concerning him that which the

Philistines had done to Saiil:

12 Then arose all the valiant men, and
walked all the night, and took the body of

Saiil and the bodies of his sons from the wall

of Beth-shan, and they came to Yabesh, and
burnt them" there.

13 And they took their bones, and buried

them under the tamarisk-tree at Yabesh, and
they fasted seven days.

THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL,

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF DAVID'S REIGN OVER ISRAEL.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ Now it came to pass after the death
of Saiil, when David was returned from smit>

ing the 'Amalekites, that David abode in

Ziklag two days.

2 And it came to pass on the third day,

that, behold, a man came out of the camp
from Saiil with his clothes rent, and earth

upon his head : and it happened, when he
came to David, that he fell to the earth, and
prostrated himself

3 And Da\dd said uftto him. From where
comest thou ? And he said unto him. Out of

the camp of Isi'ael am I escaped.

4 And David said unto him. What took

place there? I pray thee, tell me. And he
said. That the people are fled from the

' After Jonathan, we should translate, "they burnt for king;" this would reconcile the next verse. Or perhaps
them (their armour and spears) as they formerly did for all the flesh was burnt, and the bones kept for burial.
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1)attle, and that also many of the people are

fallen and have died; and that also Saiil and

Jonathan his son are dead.

5 And David said unto the young man
that told him, How knowest thou that Saiil

is dead as also Jonathan his son?

G And the young man that told him said,

I happened entirely by chance to be upon
moinit Gilboil', when, behold, there was Saiil

leaning upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots

and horsemen had overtaken him.

7 And he turned rovnid, and he saw me,

and called unto me. And I said, Here am I.

8 And he said unto me, Who art thou?

And I answered him, An 'Amalekite am I.

9 And he said unto me, Place thyself, I

pray thee, by me, and slay me; for a mortal

tremour" hath seized on me, although my life

is yet whole in me.
10 So I placed myself by him, and slew

him, because I was sure that he could not

live after his fall ;'' and I took the crown that

was upon his head, and the bracelet that was
on his arm, and I have brought them unto

my lord hither.

1

1

David thereupon took hold of his clothes,

and rent them ; and (so did) likewise all the

men that were with him

:

12 And they lamented, and wept, and
fasted until the evening, for Saiil, and for

Jonathan his son, and for the people of the

Lord, and for the house of Israel; because

they were fallen by the sword.

13 T[ And David said unto the young man
that told him. Whence art thou ? And he said,

The son of a stranger, an 'Amalekite, am I.

14 And David said unto him, IIow wast
thou not afraid to stretch forth thy hand to

destroy the Lord's anointed?

' After Jonathan. Philippson, "agony of death."

Sachs, "cramp." Others, "convulsion." Still all these

shades have at length the same meaning, and express

"the shrinking of the mu.scles of the body from fear or

imminent danger."
' Whether the 'Amalekite here alludes to the falling

of Saiil on his sword, by which he did not die at onee, or

whether he refers to his fall from authority, cannot be ascer-

tained; so also whether his story was a pure invention,

or the truth. At least, he robbed the body of the royal

insignia.

° Kashi says that since the mighty archers had fallen,

it wiiuhl bo necessary that JuJuh should practise this

woiipoii, which the Philistines wielded so formidably.

Others tran-^lule, " the song of the bow," i. e. this lament-
ation in which the archer Jopathan is cc)ebr!^tcd, and

864

15 And David called one of the young
men, and said, Come near, and fall upon him.
And he smote him that he died.

16 And David said unto him. Thy blood

is upon thy own head; for thy mouth hath
testified against thee, saying, I myself have
slain the Lord's anointed.

17 T[ And David lamented with this lament-
ation over Saiil and over Jonathan his son

:

18 And he said. That the children of Ju-

dah should be taught the bow ;" behold it is

written in the book of Yasher.

19 beauty of Israel! upon the high
jjlaces slain : how are the mighty fallen

!

20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in

the streets of Ashkelon; that the daughters

of the Philistines may not be glad, that the

daughters of the uncircumcised may not re-

joice.

21 O mountains of Gilboii', no dew, nor
rain be upon you, nor fields of offerings; for

there the shield of the mighty was stained,*"

the shield of Saiil, as though it" had not been
anointed with oil.

22 From the blood of the slain, from the

fat of the might}', the bow of Jonathan
turned never back, and the sword of Saiil

never returned emjity.

23 Saiil and Jonathan the beloved and the

dear in their lives, Avere even in their death

not divided: more than eagles were they
swift, more than lions were they strong.

24 daughters of Israel, weep for Saiil.

who clothed you in scarlet, with beautiful'

dresses, who put on ornaments of gold upon
your apparel.

25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst
of the battle ! O Jonathan, on thy high places

slain.

that it was preserved in the book of Yasher, mentioned
also in Joshua x. 13.

'' Rendered as in Lam. iv. 14, and means, "The shield

is stained with the blood of those who bore it."

"After Ralbag, referring the rrtyo '' to shield," "as
though it had not been anointed before the battle to ward
off the shafts hurled against it." Others, "as though he

(Saiil) had not been," &e. Others think that the ancients

oiled their shields when they were laid h}-; but that

when in use it needed not this precaution to guard them
against rust; and tiicj' translate, "the shield of Saiil,

which did not need the anointing."
' D"Ji;' after lledak, who comments that wliatcvcr

gives delight is called py, hence properly applied to fe-

inale dress. I'hilippson, " to cause pleasure," i. e. the

dress of scarlet spoken of.
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26 I am distressed for thee, my brother

Jonathan; very dear hast thou been unto

me : Avonderful was thy love for me, passing

the love of women.
27 How are the mighty fallen, and lost

, the instruments of war

!

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And it came to pass after tliis, that

David asked counsel of the Loud, saying,

Shall I go up into one of the cities of Judah?
And the Lord said unto him. Go ujj. And
David said, Whither shall I go up? And he
said, Unto Hebron.

2 So David went up thither, and his two
wives also, Achino'am the Yizre'elitess, and
Abiga3'il Nabal's wife the Carmelite.

3 And his men that were with him did

David bring up, every man with his house-

hold; and they dwelt in the cities of

Hebron.
4 And then came the men of Judah, and

they anointed there David as king over the

house of Judah. And they told David, say-

ing, The men of Yabesh-gil'ad were those

that buried Saiil.

5 *\\ And David thereupon sent messengers

unto the men of Yabesh-gil'ad, and said unto

them, Blessed be ye of the Lord, that ye have
done this kindness unto your lord, unto Saiil,

and have buried him.

G And noAV may the Lord deal with you
in kindness and truth; and as for me also, I

will requite you this good deed, because ye
have done this thing.

7 And now let your hands be strengthened,

and be ye valiant men; for your lord Saiil is

dead, and also me have the house of Judah
anointed as king over them.

8 ^ But Abner, the son of Ner, captain of

the army of Saiil, took Ish-bosheth the son of

Saiil, and brought him over to Machanayim

;

9 And made him king over Gil'ad, and over
the Ashurites," and over Yizre'el, and over
Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all

Israel.

10 ^[ Forty years old was Ish-bosheth the

son of Saiil, when he began to reign over
Israel, and two years he reigned. But the

house of Judah followed David.

11 And the number of days that David

* ionathan, "Asher."

was king in Hebron over the house of Judah
was seven years and six months.

12 ^ And there went out Abner the son

of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the

son of Saiil, from Machanayim to Gib'on.

13 And Joilb the son of Zeruyah and the

servants of David, also went out, and they
met together by the pool of Gib'on: and they
sat down, these on tlie one side of the jjool,

and the others on the other side of the

pool.

14 And Abner said to Joilb, Do let the

young men rise up and play before us. And
Joiib said, They may rise up.

15 Then they I'ose up and went over by
number: twelve for Benjamin, and for Ish-

bosheth the son of Saiil, and twelve of the

servants of David.

16 And they grasped every one his fellow

by the head, and thrust his sword in his fel-

low's side; and they fell down together:

wherefore that place was called Chelkath-
hazzurim,'' which is by Gib'on.

17 And battle was exceedingly fierce on
that day; and Abner with the men of

Israel was beaten, before the servants of

Dafid.

18 And there were at that place three sons

of Zeruyah, Joiib, and Abishai, and 'Asahel

:

and 'Asahel was as Heet of foot as any roe in

the field.

19 And 'Asahel pursued after Abner; and
he turned not in going to the I'ight hand or

to the left from following Abner.
20 And Abner turned round and said, Art

thou 'Asahel ? And he answered, I am.
21 And Abner said to him, Turn thee

aside to thy right hand or to thy left, and lay

hold for thyself on one of the young men, and
take thyself his armour. But 'Asahel would
not turn aside from following him.

22 And Abner repeated again to say unto
'Asahel, Turn thee aside from following me

:

wherefore should I smite thee to the ground ?

and how should I then lift uj) my face to

Joilb thy brother?

23 But he refused to turn aside : and Abner
smote him with the hinder end of the spear

under the fifth rib, so that the spear came out

behind him ; and he fell down there, and died

on the spot : and it came to pass, that all who

i. e. "The field of strong men," or '.'of sharp swords.'
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came to the place where 'Asahel had fallen

down and died remained standing still.

24 But JoJil) and Abishai pursued after

Abner: and the sun went down when they

were come to the hill of Ammah, that lieth

before Giach on the way to the wilderness of

Gib'on.

25 And the children of Benjamin assem-

bled themselves together behind Abner, and
formed one solid body, and posted themselves

on the top of a certain hill.

2G And Abner called to Joilb, and said,

Shall for everlasting the sword devour?

knowest thou not that it will be bitter in the

end? and how long shall it be, ere thou wilt

bid the people to return from pursuing their

brethren ?

27 And Joiib said. As God liveth, unless

thou hadst spoken, surely then already in the

morning would the people have gone away
every one from pursuing his brother.

28 So Joab blew the cornet, and all the

people remained standing still, and pursued

no more after Israel, and they continued no
more to fight.

29 And Abner and his men walked through
the* ])hiin all that night, and they passed over

the Jordan, and went through all Bithron,

and they came to Machanayim.
30 And Jo'ab returned from pursuing Al>

ner; and he gathered all the people together;

and there were missed of David's servants

nineteen men and 'Asahel.

31 But the servants of David had smitten

(many) of Benjamin, and of Abner's men;
three hundred and sixty men died.

32 And they took up 'Asahel, and buried

him in the sepulchre of his father, which was
in Beth-lechem. And Joill) and his men went
all that night, and the day broke on them at

Hebron.

CHAPTER III.

1 And the war lasted a long time between
the house of Saiil and the house of David;
but David became continually stronger and
.stronger, and the house of Saiil became con-

tinually weaker and weaker.
2 ^ And unto David were there born sons

in Hebron : and his first-born was Amnon, of

Achino'am the Yizre'elitess

;

• Rashi. Others, " held fast on the house of Saiil.

356

3 And his second was Kilab, of Abigayil
the Avife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the

third, Abshalom, the son of Ma'achah the

daughter of Talmai the king of Gcshur;
4 And the fourth, Adoniyah, the son of

Chaggith; and the filth, Shephatyah, the son
of Abital

;

5 And the sixth, Yithre'am, by 'Eglah,

David's wife. These were bom to David in

Hebron.

G *\\ And it came to pass, while the war
lasted between the house of Saiil and the

house of David, that Abner upheld" with all

his strength the house of Saiil.

7 And Saiil had a concubine, whose name
was Rizpah, the daughter of Ayah : and Ish-

bosheth said to Abner, Wherefore hast thou

gone in unto my father's concubine?

8 And Abner became very wroth because

of the words of Ish-bosheth, and said. Am I

the chief of the dogs'' which belong to Judah?
unto this day have I shown kindness unto

the house of Saiil thy father, to his Ijrothers,

and to his friends, and have not delivered

thee into the hand of David; and yet thou

chargest me to-day Avith a wrong committed
with this woman?

9 May God do so to Abner, and continue

to do 3-ct more to him, that, as the Lord hath

sworn to David, even so will I surely do to

him

;

10 To transfer the kingdom from the house

of Saiil, and to establish the throne of David
over Israel and over Judah, from Dan even

to Beer-sheba'.

11 And he could not answer Abner a word
in reply, because of his fear of him.

12 ^[ And Abner sent messengers to Da-

vid on his behalf, saying, Whose is the land?

saying (also.) Make thy covenant with me,

and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to

bring rovmd unto thee all Israel.

13 And he said. Well; I will indeed make
a covenant with thee ; but one thing I require

of thee, namely. Thou shalt not see my lace,

except thou first bring Michal Saiil's daughter,

when thou comest to see my face.

14 ^ And David sent messengers to Ish-

bosheth, the son of Saiil, saying, Give up to

me my wife Michal, whom 1 espoused to me
for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.

' Rashi, "Am I the chief of the dof-kecpcrs," &c.
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15 And Isli-boslieth sent, and took her from

Ihe man, from Paltiiil the son of Layish.

16 And her Imsband went with her going

along and weeping Ijehind her as llir as Ba-

churim; when Abner said unto him, Go, re-

turn. And he returned.

17 ^[ And Abner had used these words
with the elders of Israel, saying, Already yes-

terday and even before ye have been desiring

David as king over you

:

18 And now do it; for the Lord hath said

of David thus, By the hand of my servant

David will I save my peof)le Israel out of the

hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand
of all their enemies.

19 And Abner also spoke in the ears of

Benjamin; and Abner went also to sj^eak in

the ears of David in Hebron all tliat seemed
good in the ej-es of Israel, and that seemed
good in the eyes of the Avhole house of Benjar

min.

20 And Abner came to David to Hebron,
and with him were twenty men; and David
made for Abner and for the men that were
with him a feast.

21 And Abner said unto David, I will now
arise and go, and I will assemble unto my
lord the king all Israel, that they may make
a covenant with thee, and that thou mayest
reign over all that thy soul longeth for. And
David dismissed Abner; and he went in peace.

22 And, behold, the servants of David and
Joab came from a predatory excursion, and
brought in much booty with them ; but Abner
was no more with David in Hebron; for he
had dismissed him, and he was gone in peace.

23 When Joiib and all the army that was
with him were come, they told Joiib, saymg,
Abner the son of Ner came to the king, and
he hath dismissed him, and he is gone in

peace.

24 Then came Joab to the king, and said.

What hast thou done? behold, Abner came
unto thee : why is it that thou hast dismissed

him, that he went freely away?
25 Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner,

that to deceive thee did he come, and to

know thy going out and thy coming in, and
to know all that thou art doing.

26 And Joab went out from David, and he
sent messengers after Abner, who brought
him back from the well of Sirah; but David
knew it not.

27 And when Abner was returned to He-
bron, Joiib took him aside in the gate to

speak with him in jiriAate; and he smote him
tliei-e under the fifth rib, and he died, for the

blood of 'Asahel his brother.

28 And when David heard it afterward,

he said, I and my kingdom are guiltless }}e-

fore the Lord for ever of the blood of Abner
the son of Ner

:

29 May it rest on the head of Joiilj, and
on all his father's house; and may there not
fail from the house of Joiib one that hath an
issue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a
crutch, or that falleth by the SAvord, or that
lacketh bread.

30 But Joiib and Abishai his brother sIcav

Abner, because he had killed their brother
'Asahel at Gib'on in the battle.

31 And David said to Joiib, and to all the

people that Avere Avith him. Rend your clothes,

and gird yourselves Avith sackcloth, and (go)

mourning Ijefore Abner. And king David
Avalked behind the bier.

32 And they buried Abner in Hebron:
and the king lifted up his A'oice, and Avept at

the graA'e of Abner; and all the people Avept.

33 ][ And the king lamented over Abner,
and said, 0, that Abner had to die, as the

Avorthless dietli

!

34 Thy hands Avere not bound, and thy
feet Avere not put into fetters : as one lalleth

before men of Avickedness art thou fallen.

And all the people Avept again over him.
35 And all the people came to cause DaAnd

to eat food Avliile it Avas yet day; but David
swore, saying. So do God to me, and thus

may he continue, if before the sun be doAvn I

taste bread, or the least else.

36 And all the people took notice of it,

and it Avas pleasing in their eyes : as whatso-

ever the king did Avas pleasing in the eyes of

all the people.

37 And all the people and all Israel under-

stood on that day that it had not been of the

king to slay Abner the son of Ner.

38 And the king said unto his servants.

Know ye not that a prince and a great man
hath fallen this day in Israel?

39 And I am this day yet Aveak, and just

anointed king; and these men the sons of

Zeruyah are too strong for me: may the Lord
pay the doer of evil according to his Avicked-

ness.
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CHAPTER IV.

1 T[ And when Saiil's son heard that Al>

ner had died in Hebron, his hand.s became

enfeebled, and all the Israelites were troubled.

2 And Saiil's son had two men who were

captains of bands ; the name of the one was
Ba'anah, and the name of the other Rechab,

the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the

children of Benjamin; (for Beeroth also was
reckoned to Benjamin:

3 And the Beerothitcs had fled to Gittayim,

and remained sojourners there until this

day.)

4 ^ And Jonathan, Saiil's son, had a son

that was lame on both feet. He was five

years old when the tidings came of Saiil and
Jonathan from Yizre'el, and his nurse took

him up and fled : and it came to pass, in her

haste to flee, that he fell, and was rendered

lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.

5 And the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,

Rechab and Ba'anah, went, and came at the

heat of the day to the house of Ish-bosheth,

who was just l3'ing" in bed as usual at noon."

G And they came thither into the interior

of the house, as buyers of wheat; and they

smote him under the fifth rib: and Rechab
and Ba'anah his brother escaped.

7 Namely, they came into the house, while

he was lying on his bed in his sleeping-cham-

ber, and they smote him, and slew him, and
cut ofl' his head, and took his head, and went
by the way of the plain all the night.

8 And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth

unto David to Hebron, and they said to the

king. Behold, here is the head of Ish-bosheth

the son of Saiil thy 'enemy, who sought thy

life; and the Lord hath granted to my lord

the king vengeance this day on Saiil, and on
his seed.

9 But David answered Rechab and Ba'-

anah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the

Bei'rothite, and said unto them. As the Lord
liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all

adversity,

10 When one told me, saying. Behold,

Saiil is dead, and he was in his own eyes as

• It is customary, in all hot countries, to travel or work
very early and very late, and to rest at noon, at which
time the lioat most prevails.

' The meaning probably is that the fort was so strong,

that even the blind and lame could keep an enemy out.

858

though he brought good tidings, I took hold

of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who (thought)

that I should give him a reward for his tid-

ings:

11 How much more, when wicked men
have slain a righteous man in his own house
upon his bed? and now, behold, I will require

his blood of your hand, and I will remove
you away from the earth.

12 And David gave the command to the

young men, and they slew them, and cut ofl'

their hands and their feet, and hanged them
up by the pool in Hebron. But the head of

Ish-bosheth they took, and buried it in the

sepulchre of Abner in Hebron.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ Then came all the tribes of Israel to

Da\nd unto Hebron, and spoke, saying, Be-

hold us, thy bone and thy flesh are we;
2 Already yesterday, and even before, when

Saiil was king over us, thou wast the one
that led out and brought in Israel

:

T[ And the Lord said to thee. Thou slialt

indeed feed my people Israel, and thou shalt

be a chief over Israel.

3 Thus came all the elders of Israel to the

king unto Hebron; and king David made a

covenant with them in Hebron before the

Lord : and they anointed David as king over

Israel.

4 ^ Thirty j-ears was David old when he
began to reign, and forty years he reigned.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judali seven

years and six months : and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty and three years over all Israel

and Judah.
G And the king and his men went to Jeru-

salem against the Jebusites. the inhaliitants

of the land; who said unto David, as I'ollow-

eth, Thou shalt not come in hither, except,

thou (first) remove away the blind'' and the

lame : meaning, David cannot come in hither.

7 Nevertheless David captured the strong-

hold of Zion : the same is the city of David.

8 And David said on that day. Whosoever
will smite the Jebusites, and reach the acque-

duct" and'' the lame and the blind, that are

" Some render iijv " the gutter pipe," through which

the rain-water is led off from the roof. Others view it as

a subterranean passage. Jonathan, " and will succeed to

conquer the fort."

" Here should be supplied "smite," or ''remove."
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hateful to David's soul,"—Wherefore people''

usually say, The blind and the lame shall not

come into the house.

9 And David dwelt in the fort, and he
called it "The cit}^ of David." And David
built (it) round about from the Millo and in-

ward.

10 And David went on, and became greater

and greater, and the Lord the God of hosts

was with him.

11 ^ And Hiram king of Tyre sent mes-
sengers to David, and cedar-trees, and carpen-

ters, and stone-masons; and they built a

house for David.

12 And David felt conscious that the

Lord had established him as king over Israel,

and that he had exalted his kingdom for the

sake of his people Israel.

13 ^ And David took yet more concubines

and wives out of Jerusalem, after he was
come from Hebron; and there were born to

David yet (more) sons and daughters.

li And these be the names of those that

were born unto him in Jerusalem : Shammua',
and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon,"

15 And"Yibchar, and Elishua', and Ne-
pheg, and Yaphia',

16 And Elishama', and Elyada', and Eli-

phalet.

17 ^ But when the Philistines heard that

the people had anointed David as king over
Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek

David ; and David heard of it, and went do^vn

to tlie strong-hold.

18 The Philistines also came and spread

themselves out in the valley of Repha'im.

19 And David asked counsel of the Lord,

saying. Shall I go up against the Philistines?

wilt thou deliver them into my hand?
^ And the Lord said unto David, Go up;

for I will certainly deliver the Philistines

into thy hand.

20 And David came to Ba'al-perazim, and
David smote them there, and said. The Lord
hath broken down my enemies before me, as

a breach (is made by) water. Wherefore he

* The ellipsis is supplied in 1 Chron. xi. 6, " Whoever
smiteth the Jcbusitos at the first .shall be head and ehief."

' i. e. People have the proverb, The blind and lame axe

poor defenders.
° Correctly, Shdomoh.
" After Jonathan. (See 1 Chron. xiv. 12.) But, lit.

"carried them away." " Or, Kiryath-ye'arim.

called the name of that place Ba'al-pera-

zim.

21 And they left behind there their idols,

and David and his men bumf* them.

22 ^ And the Philistines came up once
again, and spread themselves out in the valley

of Rephaim.
23 And when David asked counsel of the

Lord, he said, Thou shalt not go up; but

turn about and fall in the rear of them, and
come upon them opposite to the mulberry-
trees.

24 And it shall be, when thou hearest the

sound of walking on the top of the mulberry-
trees, that thou shalt then bestir th3self ; for

then will the Lord go out before thee, to smite

in the camp of the Philistines.

25 And David did so, as the Lord had
commanded him; and he smote the Philis-

tines from Geba' until thou comest to Gazei*.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ And David assembled again all the

chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.

2 And David arose, and went with all the

people who were with him from Ba'al6-yehu-

dah," to bring up from there the ark of God,
the name of which was called' by the name of

the Lord of hosts, that dwelleth over the che-

rubim.

3 And they conveyed the ark of God in a

new wagon, and brought it out of the house
of Abinadab that was on the hill ; and 'Uzzah
and Achyo, the sons of Abinadab, guided the

new wagon.
4 When they brought it out of the house

of Abinadab which was on the hill, they were
near the ark of God ; but Achyo went before

the ark.

5 And David and all the house of Israel

played^ before the Lord on all manner of in-

struments made of fir-wood, and on harps,

and on psalteries, and on tambourines, and
with bells, and Avith c_}Tnbals.

6 And when they came to the threshing-

floor of JNachon, 'Uzzah put forth (his hand)

' Philippson, "on which was proclaimed the Name,
the name of the Eternal of hosts who dwelleth between
the cherubim." Some Eabbins, " through which the name,
the name of the Lord of hosts was made known."

* Arnheim renders, "Danced before the Lord, with all

manner of cypress-branches, (in their hands,) and played,'

&c.
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to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the

oxen shook" it.

7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

again.st 'Uzzah; and God smote him there for

the error; and he died there by the ark of

God.

8 And it was grievous to David, because

the LoKD had suddenly'' taken away 'Uzzah

;

and ho called that place Perez-'uzzah (Breach

of 'Uzzah) until this day.

9 And David was afraid of the Lord on

that day, and said, How shall the ark of the

Lord come to me?
10 So David would not allow to have the

ark of the Lord removed unto him into the

city of David; but David had it carried round

into the house of 'Obed-edom the Gittite.

11 And the ark of the Lord remained in

the house of 'Obed-edom the Gittite three

months: and the Lord blessed 'Obed-edom,

and all his household.

12 And it was told to king David, say-

ing. The Lord hath blessed the house of

'Obed-edom, and all that portaineth unto him,

because of the ark of God; and David then

went and brought up the ark of God from
the house of 'Obed-edom into the city of

David with gladness.

13 And it happened, that when the bearers

of the ark of the Lord had progressed six

paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling.

14 And David danced with all his might
before the Lord; and David was girded with
a linen ephod.

15 So David and all the liouse of Israel

brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting,

and with the sound of the cornet.

IG And it happened, a.s the ark of the

Lord came into the city of David, that

Michal the daughter of Saiil looked through
the window, and saw king David leaping

and dancing before the Lord ; and she desjiised

him ill her heart.

17 And they brought in the ark of the

Lord, and set it in its place, in the midst of

' " The oxen bad broken loose."

—

Joel Briel and
others. Philippsoo, " had jumped sideward."

*' Lit. "made a breach on 'Uzzah."
" After Raslii. Others render, " I will 3'ct farther play

before him, should I be yet more despised tiian now, (for

toward him I also am reckoned as nothing,) yea, even
with the niaid-servanta of whom thou hast spoken, would
I be honoured thereby ;" which would say, that the king

the tent that David had pitched for it: and
David offered burnt-offerings before the Lord
and peace-offerings.

18 And when David had made an end of

offering the l)urnt-offerings and the peace-

offerings, he blessed the people in the name
of the Lord of hosts.

19 And he dealt out to all the people, to

the whole multitude of Israel, to both men
and women, to every person one cake of

bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon

of wine; and all the people departed every
one to his house.

20 And David then returned to bless his

household.

^ But Michal the daughter of Saiil came
out to meet David, and' she said, How
honoured was to-day the king of Israel, who
uncovered himself to-day before the eyes of

the handmaids of his servants, as only one of

the low fellows can uncover liimself!

21 And David said unto Michal, Before

the Lord, who chose me before th}- father,

and before all his house, to ordain me ruler

over the people of the Lord, over Israel ;

—

yea, before the Lord will I yet farther play.

22 And should I be yet more vile" than

thus, and should I be base in my own eyes:

yet among the maid-servants of whom thou
hast spoken, yea, among them Avould I still be

honoured.

23 And Michal the daughter of Saiil had
no child until the day of her death.

CHAPTER VIL
1 ^ And it came to pass, when the king

dwelt in his house, and the Lord had given

him rest round about from all his enemies;

2 That the king said unto Nathan the pro-

phet. See now, I dwell in a house of cedar,

while the ark of God dwelleth within cur-

tains.''

3 And Nathan said to the king. All that

is in thy heart go and do ; for the Lord is

with thee.

of Israel, in humbling himself before God, would not lose

the respect of the humblest of his people. Arnheim ren-

ders, " and I would yet be more vile than thus, and would

be base in my own eye.^, if of the maid-sorvants of whom
thou hast spoken, I should seek for honour;" and consi-

ders it as a satirical expression, that David would indeed be

vile were he to seek for praise from the lowest classes.

""
i. e. A simple tent.
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4 T[ And it came to pass during that night,

^ Tliat the word of tlie Lord came unto

Nathan, saying,

5 Go and say unto my servant, unto David,

Thus saith the Loud, Wilt thou indeed build

me a house for my dwelling?

G For I have not dwelt in a house since

the day that I brought up the children of

Israel out of Eg>pt, even until this day; but

have been moving about in a tent and in a

tabernacle.

7 In all the places where I moved about

among all the children of Israel, did I speak

a word to any one" of the tribes of Israel,

whom I ordained to feed my people Israel,

saying, Why have ye not built for me a house

of cedar ?

8 Now therefore, thus shalt thou say unto

my servant, to David, Thus saith the Lord of

hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from

behind the flocks, to be a ruler over my peo-

ple, over Israel;

9 And I have been with thee whithersoever

thou didst go, and I have cut oft' all thy ene-

mies from thy presence, and I have made
thee a great name, like the name of the great

who are on the earth;

10 And I have procured a place for my
people Israel, and I have planted them, that

they may dwell in a place of their own, and
be no more troubled ; and that the children

of wickedness shall not afflict them any more
as aforotimes,

11 And (as it was) since the day that I

ordained judges to be over my people Israel;

and** I have caused thee to rest from all thy
enemies; and the Lord telleth thee that he,

the Lord, will make thee a house.

12 When thy days will be completed, and
thou wilt sleep with thy fathers, then will I

set up thy seed after thee, who shall proceed
out of thy body, and I will establish his

kingdom.

' t. c. The one chosen from the tribes to govern, " the
judge."

' Philippson ends the first period with the last verse;

and translates, "And since the time that I ordained
judges over my people Israel, have I granted to thee
(alone) rest," &c.

° After Jonathan and Rashi. Philippson, "As this is

the rule of man," i. e. as one man acts to another, not as

a mortal has a right to expect of God. In our version

niin is regarded as synonymous with BiiB'3 "manner,"
"right," "claim," "desert."

2 V

13 He it is that shall build a house for my
name, and I will establish the throne of his

kingdom for ever.

14 I too will be to him as a father, and he
shall indeed be to me as a son ; so that when
he committeth iniquity, I will chastise him
with the rod of men, and with the plagues of

the children of man

;

15 But my kindness shall not depart from
him, as I caused it to depart from Saiil, whom
I removed from before thee.

IG And thy house and thy kingdom shall

be steadfast for ever before thee : thy throne

shall be established for ever.

17 In accordance with all these words, and
in accordance with all this vision, so did

Nathan speak unto David.

18 T[ Then went king David in, and sat

down before the Lord, and he said, Who am
1, Lord Eternal ? and what is my house, that

thou hast brought me as far as hitherward?

19 And this was yet too small a thing in

thy eyes, Lord Eternal; and thou hast

spoken also of thy servant's house for a dis-

tant time. And is this the desert" of man,
Lord Eternal?

20 And what can David add yet more to

speak unto thee? since thou, Lord Eternal,

knowest well thy servant ?

21 For the sake of thy word, and in ac-

cordance with thy own heart, hast thou done
all this great thing, so as to let thy servant

know it.

22 Therefore art thou great, Lord Eter-

nal : for there is none like thee, and there is

no god beside thee, in accordance with all

that we have heard with our ears.

23 And who is like thy people, like Israel,

the only nation on the earth, which God*
went to redeem for himself as a ^leople, and
to acquire for himself a name, and to do for

you" this great deed, and fearful things for

thy' land (to drive out) from^ before thy people

^ Jonathan, and after him Rashi, refer DTlSx, trans-

lating it, "Divine messengers," to Jloses and Aaron, to

which then the plural, oSn "they went," is correctly

joined; in our version it is the plural of majcstj'.

" "You," here, is an address to Israel.

' "Thy land" reverts again to God, who is the one

mainly addressed by David.
' Philippson, "because of thy people, which thou hast

redeemed for thyself from Egypt (from) nations and their

gods." Sachs, " (against) heathens and their gods." Our
version is after Rashi, supplying "to drive out."
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which thou ha.st redeemed for thyself from

Egi^-pt, nations and their gods.

24 For tliou \m»t established for thyself thy

people Israel as a people unto thee for ever;

and thou, Lord, art indeed become their

God.
25 And now, Lord Eternal, let the word

that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant,

and concerning his house, stand firm for ever,

and do as thou hast spoken.

20 And let tliy name be magnified unto

everlasting, that men may say. The Lord of

hosts is the God over Israel: and may the

house of thy servant David be established be-

fore thee.

27 For thou, Lord of hosts, the God of

Israel, hast revealed to the ear of thy servant,

saying, A house will I build up for thee;

therefore hath thy servant found the' heart to

pray unto thee this prayer.

28 And now, O Lord Eternal, thou art the

(true) God, and thy words must become the

truth, and thou hast spoken unto thy servant

this goodness

:

29 And now let it please thee and bless

the house of thy servant, that it may continue

for ever before thee; for thou, Lord Eter-

nal, hast spoken it; and from thy blessing

let the house of thy servant be blessed for

ever.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 Tl And it came to pass after this, that

David smote the Philistines, and humbled
them : and David took Metheg-haammah'' out

of the hand of the Philistines.

2 And he smote Moiib, and measured them
with a line, laying them down on the ground;

and he measured with two lines to put to

death, and with one full line to keep alive.

And the Moabitcs became David's servants,

bringing presents.

3 David smote also Tladad'ezer, the son of

Rechob, the king of Zobah, as he went to ex-

tend liis territo^^'' at the river Euphrates.

4 And David took from him a thousand
and seven liundred horsemen, and twenty
thousand men on foot : and David hamstringed

* Lit. "found his heart," i. e. the courage.
*" In 1 Chron. xviii. 1, Gatb is mentioned. Ilashi thinks

Gath was called "Metheg," or "a god," because it was
the chief town.

" After .Jonathan. Hcrxhoimer, " to restore his power."
8C2

all the chariot-teams, but reserved of them
a hundred chariot-teams.

5 And the Syrians of Damascus then came
to aid Hadad'ezer the king of Zobah, when
David slew of the Syrians twenty and two
thousand men.

6 And David put garrisons"" in Syria of

Damascus : and the Syrians became servants

to David, bearing presents. And the Lord
helped David whithersoever he went.

7 And David took the shields" of gold that

belonged to the servants of Hadad'ezer, and
brought them to Jerusalem.

8 And from Betach, and from Berothai,

cities of Hadad'ezer, did king David take ex-

ceedingly much copper.

9 ^ And when To'i the king of Chamath
heard that David had smitten all the host of

Hadad'ezer,

10 Then did To'i send Yoram his son unto

king David, to ask him after his well-l:)eing,

and to bless him, because that he had fought

against Hadad'ezer, and smitten him; for

Hadad'ezer had been engaged in wars with

To'i; and he had in his hand vessels of silver,

and vessels of gold, and vessels of copper

:

11 These also did king David sanctify

unto the Lord, with the silver and gold that

he had sanctified from all the nations which
he subdued;

12 From Syria, and from Moab, and from the

children of 'Ammon, and from the Philistines,

and from 'Amalek, and from the spoil of Ha-
dad'ezer, the son of Rechob, the king of Zobah.

13 And David acquired a name when he

returned from his smiting the Syrians in the

valley of salt, eighteen thousand men.

14 And he put garrisons in Edom ; through-

out all Edom put he garrisons, and all the

Edomites became servants to David. And the

Lord helped David whithersoever he went.

15 And David reigned over all Israel; and
David did what is just and right unto all his

people.

16 And Jotib the son of Zeruyah was over

the army; and Jehoshaphat the son of Achi-

lud wa.s recorder;

17 And Zadok tlie son of Achitub, and

Sachs, "to turn back his arm," or "power;" which last is

both strictly according to the words, and gives a good sense,

and means that David went to drive back Iladad'cicr.

'' Or, " tax collectors."

—

Rasih.
• "Quivers of gold."

—

R.\shi.
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Achimelech the son of Ebj-athar, were priests;

aud Serajah was scribe;

18 And Benayahu the son of Yehoyada' was

over both tlie Kerethites and the Pclethites;

and David's sons were officers of state.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And David said, Is there yet any one

that is left of the house of Saiil, that I may
show him kindness for the sake of Jonathan ?

2 And the house of Saiil had a servant

whose name was Ziba; and they called him
unto David; and the king said unto him,

Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant'

(is it.)

3 And the king said, Is there no one left

any more of the house of Saiil, that I may
show him the kindness of God? And Ziba

said unto the king. There is yet a son of

Jonathan, lame on both feet.

4 And the king said unto him, Where is

he? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold,

he is in the house of Machir, the son of 'Am-
miel, in Lo-debar.

5 And king David sent, and had him
taken out of the house of Machir, the son of

'Ammiel, from Lo-debar.

6 And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan,

the son of Saiil, came unto David, and he fell

on his face, and bowed himself. And David
said, Mephibosheth ! And he answered. Here
is thy servant!

7 And David said unto him, Fear not; for

I will surely show thee kindness for the sake

of Jonathan thy father, and I will restore

unto thee all the land of Saiil thy father;

and thou shalt eat bread at my table con-

tinually.

8 And he bowed himself, and said, What
is thy servant, that thou shouldest turn thy
regard unto such a dead dog as I am?

9 Then called the king for Ziba, Saiil's

servant, and said unto him, All that hath
pertained to Saiil and to all his house have I

given unto thy master's son.

10 And thou shalt till for him the land,

thou, and thy sons, and thy servants, and tliou

shalt bring in (tlie product), that thy master's

son may have bread which he can eat; but

• i, e. "Yes." The repetition of the chief word in the

question in the answer is equal to the affirmative ahverb,

"yes."
'' These words are not in the Hebrew; but they are

Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat con-

tinually bread at my table. Now Ziba had
fifteen sons and twenty servants.

11 And Ziba said unto the king. In accord-

ance with all that my lord the king may com-
mand his servant, so will thy servant do.

And Mephibosheth (said the king)** shall eat

at my table, as one of the king's sons.

12 And Mephibosheth had a young son,

whose name was Miclia. And all that dwelt
in the house of Ziba were servants unto Me-
phibosheth.

13 And Mephibo.sheth dwelt in Jeru.salem

;

for he ate continually at the king's table; and
he was lame on both his feet.

CHAPTER X.

1 T[ And it came to pass after this, that

the king of the children of 'Ammon died, and
Chanun his son reigned in his stead.

2 Then said David, I will show kindness

unto Chanun the son of Nachash, as his father

showed me kindness. And David sent to com-
fort him by the hand of his servants for his

father. And David's servants came unto the

land of the children of 'Ammon.
3 And the princes of the children of

'Ammoia said unto Chanun their lord. Doth
David honour thy father in thy eyes, that he
hath sent comforters unto thee? hath Da-vid

not sent his servants unto thee, in order to

search the city, and to spy it out, and to over-

throw it?

4 Chanun thereupon took David's servants,

and shaved off the one-half of their beard,

and cut off their garments in the middle, even
to their buttocks, aud sent them away.

5 When they told it unto David, he sent

(persons) to meet them, because the men
were greatly ashamed; and the king said.

Tarry at Jericho until jour teard be grown,
and then return.

6 And when the children of 'Ammon saw
that they were become in bad odour with
David, the children of 'Ammon sent and hired

the Syrians of Beth-rechob, and the Syrians

of Zoba, twenty thousand men on foot, and
the king Ma'achah Avith a thousand men, and
of the people of Tob twelve thousand men.

added according to Rashi and others. But Ziba may
also have offered a free table to his master, as he was
evidently a very rich man ; wherefore the addition is not

necessary.
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7 And wlicn David heard of it, he sent

J(jiib, and all the army, (and) the mighty

men.
8 And the children of 'Ammon came out,

and put themselves in battle-array at the en-

trance of the <fate : and the Syrians of Zoba,

and of Rccholj, and the peojile of Tob and
Ma'achah, were by themselves in the field.

9 When now Joiib saw that the front of the

battle was against him before and behind, he

selected from all the chosen men of Israel,

and arrayed himself against the Syrians:

10 And the rest of the people he delivered

into the hand of Abishai his brother; who
arrayed himself against the children of 'Am-
mon.

11 And he said, If the Syrians be too

strong for me, then shalt thou bring me help;

but if the children of 'Amnion be too strong

for thee, then will I go to help thee.

12 Be strong, and let us strengthen our-

selves in behalf of our people, and in behalf

of the cities of our God: and may the Lord
do that which seemeth good in his eyes.

13 And Joiib drew nigh, and the people

that were with him, unto the battle against

the vSyrians; and they fled from before him.

14 And when the children of 'Amnion saw
that the Syrians were lied, then did they also

fly before Abishai, and entered into the city.

Joiib then returned from the children of 'Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.

15 And when the Syrians saw that they

were smitten before Israel, they gathered

themselves altogether.

16 And Iladar'ezer sent, and brought out

the Syrians that were beyond the river: and
they came to Chelam ; and Shobach the cap-

tain of the army of Iladar'ezer went before

them.

17 And when it was told to David, he

gathered all Israel together, and passed over

the Jordan, and came to Chelam. And the

Syrians set themselves in battle-array against

David, and fought with him.

IS And the Syrians tied from before Israel

;

and David slew of tlie Syrians (the men) of

seven hundred chariots, and forty thousand

horsemen ; and Shobach also the captain of

their army he smote, and he died there.

19 And when all the kings, the vassals to

Iladar'ezer saw that they were smitten before

Israel, they made peace with Israel, and

served them; and the Syrians feared to help
the children of 'Ammon any more.

CHAPTER XL
1 ^ And it came to pas.s, at the return of

the same season of the year, at the time when
kings go forth, that David sent Joiib, and his

servants with him, and all Israel; and they
destroyed the children of 'Amnion, and be-

sieged Kabbah. But David remained behind
at Jerusalem.

2 And it happened at evening-tide, that

David arose from off his couch, and walked
upon the roof of the king's house : and he saw
from the roof a woman bathing herself; and
the woman was of a very beautiful appear-

ance.

3 And DaAad sent and inquired after the

woman; and some one said. Behold, tliis is

Bath-sheba', the daughter of Eli'ain, the Avife

of Uriyah" the Ilittite.

4 And David sent messengers, and took

her; and she came in unto him, and he lay

with her, and she had just purified herself

from her uncleanuess: and she returned unto

her house.

5 And the woman conceived; and she sent

and told David, and said, I am with child.

6 And David sent to Joiib, Send unto me
Uri^^ah the Ilittite. And Joiib sent Uriyah
to David.

7 And when Uriyah was come unto him,

David asked after the well-being of Joiib, and
after the Avell-being of the people, and how
the war prospered.

8 And David said to Uriyah, Go doA\Ti to

thy house, and wash thy feet. And LTriyah

went forth out of the king's house, and there

followed him a mess of food from the king.

9 But Uriyah laid himself down at the

door of the king's house with all the servants

of his lord, and went not down to his house.

10 And they told David, saying, Uriyah

is not gone down unto his house ; and David

said unto Ui'iyah, Art thou not come from a

journey? why then art thou not gone down
unto thy own house ?

11 Then said Uriyah unto David, The ark,

and Israel, and Judah al)ide in booths; and

my lord Joiib and the servants of my lord

are encamped iu the open field : and should I

•^ Commonly written Uriah.
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alone go unto my house, to eat and to drink,

and to lie with my Avife ? as thou livest, and
as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.

12 And David said to Uriyah, Tarry here

also this day, and to-morrow will I send thee

oft'. So Uriyah remained in Jerusalem on
that day and the following.

1-3 And David invited him, and he ate and
drank before him, and he made him drunk;
and he went out in the evening to lie down
on his resting-place with the servants of his

lord ; but to his house he did not go down.
14 And it came to pass in the morning,

that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent

it by the hand of Uriyah.

15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set

Uriyah in front, opposite to the hottest fight,

and then withdraw from behind him, that he
may be smitten and die.

16 And it came to pass, when Joab Avas

enclosing'' the city, that he placed Uriyah
towai'd the spot of which he knew that valiant

men were there.

17 And the men of the city went out and
fought with Joiib; and there fell some of the

people, of the servants of David, and there

died also Uriyah the Hittite.

18 Then did Joab send, and told unto
David all the events of the war.

19 And he charged the messenger, saying,

When thou hast finished telling all the events

of the war to the king,

20 And it happen that the king's wrath
arise, and he say unto thee. Wherefore did

3'ou appi'oach unto the city to fight ? knew ye
not, that they would shoot down from oflf the

wall ?

21 Who smote Abimelech the son of Ye-
rubljesheth ?*" did not a woman throw down
upon him a piece of an upper mill-stone from
off the wall, so that he died at Thebez ? why
did ye approach unto the wall? then must
thou say, Also thy servant Uriyah the Hittite

is dead.

22 And the messenger went, and came
and told unto David all for which Joiib had
sent him.

'After Jonathan and Sachs; lin»3 lit. "watching,"
v. e. by putting the troops in such a position that no one
can go in and out without being noticed.

" !. c. Gid'on, or Yerubba'al. " Besheth" is a word of

disgrace, signifying " shame," instead of the usual name
of the idol "Ba'al," or "Lord."

2.3 And the messenger said unto David,
Because" the men overpowered us, and came
out against us into the field ; but we set upon
them, as far as the entrance of the gate.

24 And the archers then shot at thy ser-

vants from off'the wall ; and there died some of

the servants of the king, and also thy servant
Uriyah the Hittite is dead.

25 Then said David to the messenger.
Thus shalt thou say to Joiib, Let this thing
not be displeasing in thy eyes; for at times
tliis, at other times the other will the sword
devour; continue firmly in thy war against

the city, and overthrow it ; and thus do thou
encourage him."*

26 And when the Avife of Uriyah heard
that Uriyah her husband had died, she mourn-
ed for her lord.

27 And when the (time of) mourning was
past, David sent and took her to his house, and
she became his wife ; and she bore him a son.

But the thing which David had done was dis-

pleasing in the eyes of the Lord.

CHAPTER Xn.

1 T[ And the Lord sent Nathan unto David,
and he came unto him and said to him. Two
men Avere once in one city, the one rich and
the other poor.

2 The rich man had flocks and herds, in

great abundance.

3 But the poor man had nothing, save one
little CAve, Avhich he had bought; and he
nourished it, and it grcAV up Avith him and
with his children together; of his bread it used
to eat, and out of his cup it used to drink, and
in his bosom it used to lie, and it Avas to him *

as a daughter.

4 And there came a traveller unto the
rich man ; and he felt compunction to take
from his oaati flocks and from his oAvn herds
to dress for the Avayfarer that Avas come to

him; but he took the CAA'e of the poor man,
and dressed it for the man that was come to

him.

5 And the anger of DaA'id Avas greatly

kindled against the man; and he said to

" This would appear to be the conclusion of the report,

and is intended to account for the loss of so many lives

;

first that the 'Ammonites forced their way out, but were
then repulsed by the Israelites, who, in their eagerness to

distinguish themselves, did not heed the archers till too late.

'' This is said to the messenger to encourage Joiib.
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Nathan, As the Lord liveth, surely the man
that hath done this deserveth to die;

G And the ewe he shall pay fourfold, for

punishment that he hath done this thing, and

hecause he had no compassion.

7 ][ Then said Nathan to David, Thou art

the man ! Thus hath said the Lord, the God
of Israel, It is I who anointed thee as king

over Israel, and it is I who delivered thee out

of the hand of Saiil

;

8 And I gave unto thee the house ofthy mas-

ter, and (put) the wives ofthy master into thy bo-

som, and gave unto thee the house of Israel and
Judah ; and if this be too little, I could bestow

on thee yet many more like these things.

9 Wherefore hast thou despised the word
of the Lord to do what is evil in his eyes?

Uriyali the Hittite hast thou smitten with

the sword, and his wife hast thou taken unto

thee for wife ; but him hast thou slain with

the sword of the children of 'Amnion.

10 And now, the sword shall not depart

from thy house for ever; for the reason that

thou hast despised me, and hast taken the

wife of Uriyah the Hittite to be thy wife.

11 ^f Thus hath said the Lord, Behold I

will raise up against thee evil out of thy own
house, and I will take away thy wives before

thy eyes, and I will give them unto thy

neighbour ; and he shall lie with thy wives

before the face of this sun.

12 For thou hast done it in secret; but I

will surely do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun.

13 ^\ Then said David unto Nathan, I have
sinned against the Lord.

^f And Nathan said to David, Also the

Lord hath caused thy sin to pass away; thou

shalt not die.

14 Nevertheless, because thou hast given

great cause to the enemies of the Lord to

blaspheme through this thing, the child also

that hath been bom unto thee shall surely die.

IG And Nathan went to his house; and
the Lord struck the child that Uriyah's wife

had lx)rn unto David, that it liecame very sick.

10 And David ])esought God in behalf of

the child; and David kept a fast, and came
home, and lay over night upon the earth.

" Correctly, Shelomoh, from " shalom," peace, per-

haps referring to the forgiveness of his sin.

"• Eng. version, Jedidiah ; it signifies, " beloved of
the Lord."
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17 And the ciders of his house arose about
him, to raise him up from the earth; but he
would not, and he did not partake of any
bread with them.

18 And it came to pass on the seventh
day that the child died; and the servants of

David were afraid to tell him, that the child

was dead; for they said. Behold, while the

child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he
would not hearken to our voice: how then
shall we say to him. The child is dead ! he
might do (himself) a hurt.

19 But when David saw that his servants

were whispering to each other, David under-

stood that the child was dead; wherefore
David said unto his servants. Is the child

dead ? and they said. He is dead.

20 David then rose np from the earth, and
washed and anointed himself, and changed
his gannents, and went into the house of the

Lord and prostrated himself; and then he
came to his own house, and asked that they
should set food before him, and he ate.

21 And his servants then said unto him.

What is this thing which thou hast done?
On account of the child when living thou
didst fast and weep ; but as soon as the child

was dead thou didst arise and eat bread I

22 And he said. While the child was yet

alive, I fasted and wept; because I said. Who
knoweth, but that the Lord will be gracious

to me, that the child may live?

23 But now he is dead, wherefore should

I fast then ? can I restore him again ? I am
going to him; but he will not return to me.

24 And David comforted Bath-sheba' his

wife, and he went in unto her, and lay with
her; and she bore a son, and called his name
Solomon;" and the Lord loved him.

25 And he sent by the hand of Nathan
the prophet, and called his name, Yedideyah''

in behalf of the Lord.

26 Tl And Joiib fought against Rabbah of

the children of 'Ammon, and captured the

royal city.

27 And JoJib sent messengers to David;
and said, I have fought against Kabbah, and
have also captured the water-town."

28 And now gather the rest of the people

°
i. e. That portion of the city situated near the water,

the river Zcrka; in the preceding verse the royal city is

mentioned
;
perhaps the palace of the king may likewise

have been in the part situated near the river.
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together, and encamp against the city, and

capture it; lest I capture the city myself, and

it be called by my name."

29 And David gathered all the people to-

gether and went to Rabbah, and fought

against it, and captured it.

30 And he took the crown of Malkam*"

from off his head, and its weight was a talent

of gold, and on it a precious stone, and it was
set on the head of David ; and the booty of

the city he brought out in great abundance.

31 And the people that were therein he

brought forward, and put them under" saws,

and under iron threshing-wagons, and under

axes of iron, and made them pass through

brick-kilns; and thus did he unto all the

cities of the children of 'Amnion; and David
returned then with all the people unto Jeru-

salem.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ And it came to pass after this, that

Abshalom the son of David had a handsome
sister, whose name was Thamar; and Am-
non the son of David loved her.

2 And Amnon worried himself that he fell

sick on account of Thamar his sister; for she

was a virgin ; and it was impossible in the

eyes of Amnon, to do her the least (harm.)

3 But Ammon had a friend, whose name
was Yonadab, the son of Shim'ah, David's

brother; and Yonadab was a very sensible man.
4 And he said to him. Why art so wasted,

O prince,** morning after morning ? Wilt thou

not tell me? Then said Amnon to him, Tha-
mar the sister of Abshalom my brother do I

love.

5 And Yonadab said to him. Lie down on
thy couch, and feign thyself sick; and when
thy father cometh to see thee, thou must say

unto him. Let, I pray thee, Thamar my sister

come, and give me some food, and prepare the
refreshment before my eyes, so that I may see

it, and eat it out of her hand.

' {. e. That the conquest would be ascribed to Joilb,

not to David, who would thus be robbed of the glory at-

tached to this achievement.
" ). c. The idol of 'Ammon, from the same derivation as

M'jlech. Others derive it from -jSa " king," thus, " their

king;" but we have followed Rashi.
" Philippson, " he put them to saws, &c., and led them

to the brick-kilns;" that is, he made them labour at these
various operations : the text will readily bear this version.

'' Heb. "son of the king."

G So Amnon lay down, and feigned him-
self sick ; and when the king came to see him,

Amnon said to the king. Let, I pray thee,

Thamar my sister come, and mix up be-

fore my eyes a couple of cakes, that I may
enjoy them out of her hand.

7 Then did David send home to Thamar,
saying. Do go now to thy brother Amnon's
house, and j^repare for him the refreshment.

8 So Thamar went to the house of Amnon
her brother, and he was lying down ; and she

took the dough and kneaded, and mixed it

up before his eyes, and leaked the cakes

;

9 And she took the pan, and poured them
out before him ; but he refused to eat ; and
Amnon said. Cause every man to go out from
me; and they went out, every man, from him.

10 And Amnon said unto Thamar, Bring
the refreshment into the chamber, that I

may enjoy it out of thy hand. So Thamar
took the cakes which she had made, and
brought them unto Amnon her brother into

the chamber.
11 And when she had brought them near

unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and
said unto her. Come, lie with me, my sister.

12 But she said to him. No, my brother,

do not violate me ; for such a deed ought not

to be done in Israel ; do not this scandalous

act!

13 And I, whither should I carrymy shame ?

and as for thee, thou wouldest be like one of

the worthless in Israel; but now, speak, I

pray thee, unto the king, for he Avill not with-

hold me from thee.

14 Nevertheless, he would not hearken
unto her voice; but he overpowered her, and
violated her, and lay with her

:

15 Then did Amnon hate her wath a very
great hatred; so that the hatred with which
he hated her was greater than the love with
which he had loved her; and Amnon said

unto her. Arise, be gone.

16 And she said to him, (Do) not' add

" mis ha we have rendered after Rashi, taking mix as

meaning " sequel," that which follows from a foregone

cause; properly, " Let not this greater wrong to send me
away be the sequel of the other thou hast done." Jona-
than renders it as though it were mix S^' " concerning."
Philippson translates, " She spoke to him concerning the

evil deed, Greater is this than the other which thou hast

done to me." But the Masoretic punctuation and reading
do not warrant such a version. We Lave strictly followed

both.
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this yet j^roater w ong than the other which
thou hast done with mc, to send me (now)

away ? But he would not listen to her

;

17 And he called his young man, his ser-

vant, and said. Do send now this woman away
from me, into the street, and lock the door

beliind her.

18 And she had on her a garment of divers

colours; for thus were usually ajiparelled the

king's daughters when virgins, in robes; and
his servant brought her out into the street,

and locked the door behind her.

19 And Thamar put" ashes on her head,

and the gai'ment of divers colours which was
on her she rent ; and she placed her hand on
her head, and Avent away and ci'ied as she

went along.

20 Then said to her Abshalom her bro-

ther, Hath Aminon'' thy brother been with
thee ? but now, my sistei", keep silence, he is

thy brother, take this thing not to thy heari.

So Thamar remained, and was secluded" in

the house of Abshalom her brother.

21 And when king David heard all these

things, it displeased him greatly.

22 And Abshalom spoke not with Amnon
either bad or good; for Abshalom hated Am-
non, because he had violated Thamar his

sister.

23 ^ And it came to pass after two full

jears, that Abshalom had sheep-shearers at

Ba'al-chazor, which is near Ephraim; and
Abshalom invited all the king's sons.

24 And Abshalom came to the king, and
said. Behold, now, thy servant hath sheejv

shearers; let the king, I pray thee, and his

servants go with thy sei'vant.

25 And the king said to Abshalom, No, my
son, do not let us all go now, that we may
not bo a burden upon thee. And he urged

him much, but he would not go, and he
blessed him.

2G And Abshalom said. If not, let, I pray
thee, Amnon my brother go with us. And
the king said to him. Why should he go with
thee?

27 But Abshalom urged him greatly, and
he sent with him Amnon and and all the

sons of the kin"; ?

* Lit. " took," t. e,. first took and then applied it.

"
i". e. Little Amnon, a term of contempt.

° Ileb. noDC " Josolatc," L e. seeing no one but tliose

around licr, and unwilling to meet friends and strangers.
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28 Now Abshalom commanded his ser-

vants, saying, Mark ye, I pray you, when Am-
non's heart is merry with wine, and I say
unto you, Smite Amnon: then kill him, fear

not; behold, it is I who command it you; be
tirm and show yourselves men of valour.

29 And the servants of Abshalom did unto
Amnon as Abshalom had commanded. Then
arose all the king's sons, and they rode off,

every man on his mule, and fled.

30 And it happened, while they were on
the way, that the report came to David, say-

ing, Abshalom hath smitten all the king's

sons, and there is not one of them left.

31 Then arose the king and rent his gar-

ments, and laid himself on the earth ; and all

his servants were standing by with their gar-

ments rent.

32 But Yonadab the son of Shim'ah,
David's brother, commenced and said. Let not

my lord suppose that they have slain all the

young men, the king's sons; since Amnon
alone is dead ; for by the command of Absha-
lom was this ordained from the day that he
violated Thamar his sister.

33 And now let not my lord the king take

the thing to his heart, thinking, that all the

king's sons are dead; for Amnon alone is

dead.

34 And Abshalom fled away. And the

young man that was watching, lifted up his

eyes, and looked, and Ijehold, many people

were coming by the way behind him, by the

side of the mount.
35 And Yonadab said to the king, The

king's sons are come ; according to the word
of thy servant, so hath it come to pass.

36 And it happened, as he had just finished

speaking, that behold, the king's sons came,

and they lifted up their voice and wept; and
also the king and all his servants wept very
much.

37 But Abshalom had fled; and he went
to Talmai, the son of 'Ammihud, the king of

Geshur; and (David) mourned for his son

all the time.

38 So did Ab.shalom fly, and go to Geshur,

and he remained there three vears.

39 And (the soul"* of) king David longed

'' Philippson, " And king David eeased to go forth

against Abshalom," i. c. that at first he had thought to

punish him, and demand him from the kiug of Geshur;

but now he had given up this intention.
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to go forth unto Aljshalom, for he was com-

forted concernuig Amuon, that he was dead.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 T[ And when now Jolib the son of Zerii-

yah perceived that the heart of the king was
(turned) toward Abshalom

:

2 Then sent Joiil> to Tekoii', and he fetched

thence a wise woman, and said to her, Feign,

I i>ray thee, as thougli thou mournest, and do

put on mourning garments, and anoint thy-

self not with oil, but Ije as a woman that

hath these many davs been mourning for the

dead.

3 And thou must come to the king and
speak Avith him after these words; and Joiib

put tlie words into her mouth.
4 And the woman of Tekoii' spoke to the

king, and fell on her face to the ground, and
bowed herself, and said, Help, king

!

5 ^ And the king said unto her, What
aileth thee? And she said, Truly, I am a

Avidow-woman ; since my husband is dead.

6 And thy handmaid had two sons, and
they two quarrelled together in the field,

and tliei'e was no one between them to help

(either;) so the one smote the other, and slew

him.

7 And, behold, the whole family is risen up
against thy hand-maid, and they said, Give up
the slayer of his brother, that we may have
him put to death, for the life of his brother

whom he hath killed; and we will destroy

also the heir: and thus they will quench my
coal which is remaining, so as not to allow to

my husband either name or remainder upon
the face of the earth.

8 ^ And the king said unto the woman.
Go to thy house, and I will issue (my) charge

concerning thee.

9 Then said the woman of Tekoa' unto the

king, On me, my lord, king, be the iniquity,

and on my father's house : and may the king
and his throne be guiltless.

10 ^ And the king said. Whosoever speak-
eth aught unto thee, bring him to me, and he
shall not touch thee any more.

11 Then said she, Let the king, I pray
thee, remember the Lord thy God, so as not

' t. e. That they would kill a man without legal proof,

with no witnesses to see the crime.
' Jonathan, "Thus is it not possible for a righteous judge

to accept money for falsehood, and he should devise
2 W

to suffer the avenger of the blood to cause

yet more destruction, and that they may not

destroy my son. And he said, As the Lord
liveth, there shall not fall one hair of thy son

to the earth.

12 Then said the woman, Let thy hand-
maid, I i^ray thee, speak imto my lord the

king one word. And lie said. Speak on.

13 And the woman said, Wherefore then
hast thou thought such a thing against the

people of God?" and since the king doth speak
this thing, he is as a guilty man, if the king
do not permit his banished one to return home.

14 For we must needs die, and are as water
which is spilt on the ground, which cannot

be gathered up again; and yet doth God''

not take away life ; and he deviseth thoughts,

so that the banished one may not I'emaiu

banished from him.

15 And now that I am come to speak vnito

my lord the king of this thing, (happened)

because the people made me afraid; and
therefore thy handmaid said. I will still speak

unto the king; perhaps the king may act (in

accordance with) the word of his handmaid.
16 For the king may hear (me), to deliver

his handmaid out of the hand of the man
(that desireth) to exterminate me and my son

together out of the inheritance of God.
1

7

And thy handmaid said, May the Avord

of my lord the king now become (the means
of giving) repose ; for as an angel of God, so

is my lord the king to comprehend the good
and the bad; and may the Lord thy God be

with thee.

18 ^f Then answered the king and said

unto the woman, Conceal not, I pray thee,

from me a word concerning which I am going

to ask thee. And the woman said. Let my
lord the king but s^jeak.

19 And the king said. Is not the hand of

Joiib with thee in all this? And the woman
answered and Said, As thy soul liveth. my
lord, O king ! none can turn to the right or

to the left from all that my lord the king

hath spoken; for it was thy ser\\ant Joiib

who hath bidden me, and it was he that hath

put in the mouth of thy handmaid all these

words

;

thoughts, so as not to banish from him the banished."

Sachs, "Should the judge not desire, anddevi.^e thoughts,

that the banished may not remain banished from him?"
300
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20 In order to change the appearance of

the matter hath thy servant Joiib done this

thing: and my lord is wise, according to the

wisdom of an angel of God, to know all that

is (done) on the earth.

21 ^ And the king said unto Joab, Behold,

now, thou hast done this thing: go then,

bring back the young man Abshalom.
22 And Joab fell on his face to the ground,

and bowed himself, and blessed the king : and
Jojib said, To-day is thy servant convinced
that I have found grace in thy eyes, my lord,

king; since the king hath acted in accord-

ance with the word of thy servant.

23 And Joilb arose and went to Geshur,

and brought Abshalom to Jerusalem.

24 ^ And the king said. Let him repair to

his own house, but my face he shall not see.

So Abshalom repaired to his own house, but
the kings fiice he did not see.

25 1[ And like Abshalom there was no man
as handsome in all Israel, so that he was
greatly praised ; from the sole of his foot up to

the crown of his head there was no blemish
on him.

2G And when he shaved ofi' (the hair of)

his head (and it was at the end of every

3-ear that he shaved it off: because it was too

heavy on him, so that he had to shave it off:)

he weighed the hair of his head at two hun-
dred shekels by the king's Aveight.

27 And there were born unto Abshalom
three sons and one daughter, whose name was
Thamar : this one was a woman of handsome
appearance.

28 ^ And Abshalom dwelt two full years

in Jerusalem, and the king's face he did not
see.

29 Abshalom sent out therefore for Joab,

to send him to the king; but he would not
come to him: and he sent again the second
time, but he would not come.

30 lie thereupon said unto his servants.

See, Joiib's field is alongside of mine, and
he hath bai'ley there; go and set it on fire.

And Abshalom's servants set the field on
fire.

31 ^ Then did Joiib arise, and he went to

Abshalom unto his house, and said unto him,

* I. e. The place where the public meetings and courts

were held in Palestine. It is customary for Eastern kings
to give audience and holil judgiiunt t'arly in the morn-
ing, immediately after performing their devotions.
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Wherefore have thy servants set the field be-

longing to me on fire?

32- And Abshalom said to Joiib, Behold, I

had sent unto thee, saying. Come hitlicr, that

I may send thee to the king, to say. Wherefore
am I come from Geshur? it would be better

for me were I yet there ; and now let me see

the king's face; and if there be any iniquity

in me, let him put me to death.

33 So Joiib went to the knag, and told it to

him : and he called for Abshalom, who came
to the king, and bowed himself on his face to

the ground before the king; and the king

kissed Abshalom.

CHAPTER XV.
1 ^ And it came to pass after this, that

Abshalom provided for himself a chariot

and horses, and fifty men who ran before

him.

2 And Abshalom rose up early, and stood

on the side of the way to the gate :" and it

hajDpened, that wherein a man who had a con-

troversy came to the king for judgment. Al>
shalom called to him, and said, From what
city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is

from one of the tribes of Israel.

3 And Abshalom said unto him, See, thy
words are good and right ; but no one listeneth

to thee on the part of the king.*"

4 And Abshalom said. Oh if there were but
one to aj^point me judge in the land, so that

every man Avho may have any controversy or

cause might come unto me, and I would do
him justice!

5 And it happened, that when a man came
nigh to bow down to him, he used to put
forth his hand, and laid hold of him, and
kissed him.

6 And Abshalom did after this manner to

all Israel that came to the king for judgment:
and thus did Abshalom steal the heart of the

men of Israel.

7 And it came to pass at the end of forty
*

years, that Abshalom said unto the king. Let
me go, I pray thee, and fulfill nn* vow, which
I have vowed unto the Lord, at Hebron.

8 For thy servant vowed a vow while I

abode at Geshur in Syria, saying. If the Lord

^ 1. e. There is no one ready to attend to the case.

" The Rabbins suppose this period is reckoned from the

time that the people asked a king of Samuel. Others,

the time when David was anointed.
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will ever bring me back again to Jerusalem,

then will I serve the Lord.

9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace;

and he arose, and went to Hebron.

10 ^ But Abshalom sent spies throughout

all the tribes of Israel, saying, When ye hear

the sound of the cornet, then shall ye say,

Abshalom is l:)ccome king at Hebron.

11 And with Abshalom went two hundi'ed

men out of Jerusalem, who were invited, and

going in their simplicity; and they knew of

nothing whatever.

12 And Abshalom sent for Achithophel

the Gilonite, David's counsellor, from his city,

from Giloh, Avhile he offered the sacrifices.

And the conspiracy became strong; and the

people increased continually Avith Abshalom.

13 And there came a news-bearer to David,

saying. The heart of the men of Israel is

turned after Abshalom.
14 And David said unto all his servants

that were Avith him at Jerusalem, Arise, and
let us flee; for there will not (else) be any
escape for us from Abshalom : make haste to

depart, lest he make haste and overtake us

suddenly and overwhelm us with evil, and
smite the city with the edge of the sword.

15 And the king's servants said unto the

king, In accordance with all my lord the

king may choose, are thy servants ready.

16 And the king went forth, and all his

household in his train. And the king left

behind ten women, who were concubines, to

guard the house.

17 And the king went forth, and all the

people in his train, and tarried in a place that

was far off."

18 And all his servants passed on along-

side of him, and all the Kerethites, and all

the Pelethites; and all the Gittites, six hun-
dred men, who Avere come in his train from
Gath, passed on before the king.

19 Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite,

Wherefore AA'ilt thou also go Avith us? return
to thy place, and abide with the king; for

thou art a stranger, and also an exile from
thy place.''

20 Yesterday thou camest; and to-day
should I moA'e thee about Avith us to wander?

* Philippson leaves untranslated, Beth-haminerchak, and
supposes it was a well known-house at some distance from
Jerusalem, so called in the manner of the modern phrase,
"halfway house."

seeing that I go Avhither I may; I'eturn thou,

and take back thy brethren AA'ith thee, in

kindness and truth.

21 And Ittai ansAvered the king, and said.

As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king
liveth, surely in Avhatever place my lord the

king may be, Avhethcr for death or for life,

CA^en there Avill thy serA'ant be.

22 And David said then to Ittai, Go and
pass on. And Ittai the Gittite passed on,

and all his men, and all the little ones that

were Avith him.

23 And all the (people of) country Avept

with a loud A'oice, as all the people passed
on : and the king passed over the brook Kid-
ron, and all the people passed oA-er, along the

way to the Avildeniess.

24 And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites

Avith him, Avere bearing the ark of the coa'c-

nant of God ; and they set doAvn the ark of

God; and Ebyathar Avent uj), until all the

people had finished passing out of the city.

25 ][ And the king said unto Zadok, Carry
back the ark of God into the city; if I shall

find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he Avill

bring me back again, and show me both it,

and his dAA^elling:

26 But if he should thus say, I haA'e no
delight in thee : here am I, let him do to me
as seemeth good in his eyes.

27 T[ The king said also unto Zadok the
priest. If thou see the justice of this, return
to the city m peace; and your tAvo sons,

Achima'az thy son, and Jonathan the son of
Ebyathar, are Avith you."

28 See, I will tarry in the plain of the
wilderness, until there come Avord from you
to bi'ing me news.

29 Zadok therefore and Ebyathar carried

the ark of God again to Jerusalem : and they
remained there.

30 And David went up by the ascent of the
mount of Olives, weeping as he Avent up, and
had his head covered, and he Avas AA^alking

barefoot: and all the people that Avere Avith

him coA^ered every man his head, and they
went up, weeping as they AA^ent up.

31 And some one told DaA'id, saying,

Achithophel is among the conspirators with

" Philippson, who views the S of pipriS as used in the
sense "for," an exile as respects (for) thy place. Jona-
than however, " If thou be banished (return) to thy place."

' This verse is rendered after llashi.
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Abshalom. And David said, I pray thee,

turn into fooli^ihness the counsel of Achitho-

phel, Lord!

32 And it came to pass, that when David

was come to the top, Avhere lie used to bow
himself down to God, behold, Chushai the

Arkhite came to meet him with his coat rent,

and earth upon his head

:

33 And David said unto him, If thou pass-

est on with me, thou wouldest be a burden

unto me;
34 But if thou shouldest return to the

city, and say unto Abshalom, Thy servant

will I be, O king; thy father's servant have I

been this long time past, and now will I also

be thy servant: then mightest thou defeat

for me the counsel of Achithopel.

35 And, behold, thou hast with thee there

Zadok and Ebyathar the priests; therefore

shall it be, that what thing soever thou may-
est hear out of the king's house, shalt thou

tell to Zadok and Ebyathar.

36 Behold, they have there with them
their two sons, Acliiraa'az for Zadok, and
Jonathan for Ebyathar; and ye shall send

by means of them unto me whatever thing

ye can hear.

37 So Chushai, David's friend, came into

the city, as Abshalom had just resolved to

enter into Jerusalem.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 And when David was passed a little be-

yond the top (of the mount), behold, Ziba the

servant of Mephibosheth came toward him,

with a couple of asses saddled, and upon them
two hundred loaves of bread, and a hundred
bunches of raisins, and a hundred (cakes) of

dried figs," and a bottle of wine.

2 And the king said unto Ziba, What
meanest thou witli these? And Ziba said.

The asses are for the king's household to ride

on ; and the bread and the figs for the young
men to eat; and the wine to drink for such

as may be faint in the wilderness.

3 And the king said. And where is thy

master's son ? And Ziba said unto the king.

Behold, he remaineth at Jerusalem; for he

said, To-day will the house of Israel restore

unto me the kingdom of my father.

* After Jonathan; but yp literally, means "summer."
"" After the Massorali ; others, "as also all the people

and all the mighty men on his right and left."
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4 Then said the king to Ziba, Behold,

thine shall be all that pertaineth unto Mephi-
bosheth. And Ziba said, I prostrate myself;

let me but find grace in thy eyes, my lord,

king.

5 And when king David came as far as

Bachurim, behold, there came out thence a

man of the family of the house of Saiil, whose
name was Shim'i, the son of Gera, coming
forth, and cursing.

And he cast stones at David, and at all

the servants of king David ;*" and all the peo-

ple and all the miglity men were on his right

and on his left.

7 And thus said Shim'i as he cursed,

Away, away, thou man of blood, and thou

worthless man!
8 The Lord hath brought back upon thee

all the blood of the house of Saiil, in whose
stead thou didst reign; and the Lord hath

placed the kingdom into the hand of Absha-
lom thy son ; and, behold, thou art now in thy

misfortune, because a man of blood art thou.

9 Then said Abishai the son of Zcruyali

unto the king, Why should this dead dog

curse my lord the king? let me go over, I

pray thee, and remove his head.

10 And the king said, What have I to do

with you, ye sons of Zeruyah ? so let him
curse; because the Lord hath said unto

him, Curse David. Who shall then say,

Wherefore hast thou done so ?

11 And David said to Abishai, and to all

his servants. Behold my son, who hath come
forth of my own body, seeketh my lil'e : how
much more now this Benjamite? let him
alone, and let him curse; for the Lord hath

said it to him.

12 Perhaps the Lord will look on my
aflliction,"" and the Lord will requite me good
instead of his cursing this day.

13 ^ And David and his men Avent (thus)

on the way.

^ And Shim'i went on the side of the

mount opposite to him, and cursed as he
went, and threw stones toward him, and cast

dust.-*

14 ^ And the king, and all the people

that were with him, arrived weary, and re-

freshed themselves there.'

° Rashi after Jonathan, "(the tears of) my eye."
' Others, "cast up the dusit," viz., in walking before

David. " B.ichurim.
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15 And Abshalom, and all the people the

men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Achi-

thophel (also) with him.

IG And it came to pass, when Chushaithe

Arkhite, David's friend, was come unto Ab-
shalom, that Chushai said unto Abshalom,

Long live the king! Long live the king!

17 And Abshalom said to Chushai, Is this

thy kindness for thy friend? why art thou

not gone with thy friend?

18 Ami Chushai said unto Abshalom, No;
but whom the Lord, and this people, and all

the men of Israel have chosen, his will I be,

and with him will I remain.
• 19 And secondly who is it whom I shall

serve ? is it not in the presence of his son ? as

I have served in thy father's presence, so will

I be in thy presence.

20 ^ Then said Abshalom to Achithophel,

Hold counsel among yourselves as to what we
shall do.

21 And Achithophel said unto Abshalom,

Go in unto thy father's concubines, whom he

hath left to guard the house; and all Israel

will hear that thou art in bad odour wdth

tiiy father: and then will the hands of all

that are with thee become strong.

22 So they spread for Abshalom a tent upon
the roof; and Abshalom went in unto his

father's concubines before the eyes of all

Israel.

23 And the counsel of Achithophel, which
he counselled in those days, was as if a man
liad asked advice of the word of God : so was
all the counsel of Achithophel both with

Da^'id and with Abshalom.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ Moreover Achithophel said unto Ab-
shalom, Do let me now select twelve thou-

sand men, and I will arise and pursue after

David this night;

2 And I will come upon him while he is

weaiy and weak-handed, and will terrify him;
so that all the people that are with him will

llee; and I will smite the king alone:

3 And I will bring back all the people unto
thee ; when all return (except") the man whom
thoii seekest, all the people will be in peace.

* After Sachs, who follows Rashi, in supplying "ex-
cept," meaning, that David alone should perish, where-
fore the whole people would submit to Abshalom without

4 And the thing was pleasing in the eyes

of Abshalom, and in the eyes of all the elders

of Israel.

5 ^ Then said Abshalom, Do call now also

Chusliai the Arkite, and let us hear what he
likewise beareth in his mouth.

6 And when Chushai was come to Absha-
lom, Abshalom said unto him, as followeth.

Such words as these hath Achithophel spoken

:

shall we do after his words? if not, do thou
speak.

7 T[ And Chushai said unto Abshalom,
The counsel that Achithophel hath given at

this time is not good.

8 And Chushai said. Thou well knowest
thy father and his men, that they are mighty
men, and are of an imbittered spirit, as a bear
robbed of her whelps in the field: and thy
father is also a man of war, and will not lodge

with the people.

9 Behold, he is now hidden in some one
of the pits, or in some one of the (other)

places : and it will come to pass, when some
of them should fall at the first onset, that who-
soever heareth it would say, Tliere hath been
a slaughter among the people that follow Ab-
shalom.

10 And he also that is most valiant, whose
heart is as the heart of the lion, would become
quite discouraged ; for all Israel knoweth that

thy father is a mighty man, and they who
ai'e with him are valiant persons.

11 But I counsel that all Israel be gathered

together unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-

shelja', like the sand that is by the sea in

multitude; while thou in thy own person

goest into the fight.

12 And when w^e come upon him in some
one of the places where he may" be found, we
will encamp around him as the dew falleth on
the earth: and there shall not be left of

him and of all the men that are with him
there so much as one.

13 And if he should withdraw into a city,

then shall all Israel luring ropes to that city,

and we will drag it into the stream, until

there be not found there even one small

stone.

14 ^ And Abshalom and all the men of

war. Philippson renders tysn as a collective noun, "the
populace;" thus, "as soon as all the populace whom thou

seekest return," &c.
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Israel said, The counsel of Clmshai the Arkite

is better than the counsel of Achithophel.

^ But the Lord had ordained to frustrate

the good counsel of Achithophel, to the intent

that the Lord might bring the evil upon Ab-
shalom.

15 ^ Then said Chushai unto Zadok and

to Ebyathar the priests, Thus and thus did

Achithophel counsel Abshalom and the elders

of Israel; and thus and thus have I coun-

selled.

IG Now therefore send quickly, and tell

David, saying. Lodge not this night in the

plains of the wilderness, but rather pass over

at once;" lest the king be entirely ruined,''

and all the people that are with him.

17 Now Jonathan and Achima'az were

staying by 'En-rogel ; and a maid-servant had
to go and tell them, that they should go and

tell king David; for they dared not be seen

to come into the city.

18 Nevertheless a lad saw them, and told

it to Abshalom ; but they went, both of them,

quickly away, and came to the house of a

man in Bachurim, who had a well in his

court; and they went down thither.

19 And the wife took and spread a covering

over the well's mouth, and scattered ground

corn thereupon; so that nothing was per-

ceived.

20 And Abshalom's servants came to the

woman into the house, and they said. Where
are Achima'az and Jonathan? And the wo-

man said unto them. They are passed over

the Ijrook of water." And they sought but

could not find them; and they returned to

Jerusalem.

21 ]f And it came to pass, after they were

gone, that they came up out of the well, and
went and told it to king David, and they said

unto David, Arise, and pass quickly over the

water; for thus hath Achitliophel counselled

against you.

22 Then did David arise, and all the peo-

ple that were with him, and they passed over

the Jordan; by the time the morning was
light, not even one was lacking who had not

passed over the Jordan.

23 And when Achithophel saw that his

The Jordan.
' Hcb. "be swallowed up."

Jonathan, " The Jordan."
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counsel was not followed, he saddled the a,«s,

and arose, and went home to his house, to his

city, and gave his charge to his household,

and hanged himself; and he died, and was
buried in the sepulchre of his father.

24 ^ Then came David to Machanayim;
and Abshalom passed over the Jordan, he
and all the men of Israel with him.

25 And Abshalom placed 'Amassa instead

of Joiib as captain over the army : and 'Amassa
was the son of a man, whose name was Yithra

the Israelite, who had gone in to Abigal the

daughter of Nachash,'' the sister of Zeruyah
JoJib's mother.

26 And Israel and Abshalom encamped in

the land of Gil'ad.

27 ^ And it came to pass, Avhen David
was come to Machanajdm, that Shobi the son

of Nachash of Kabbah of the children of

'Amnion, and Machir the son of 'Ammiel of

Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gil'adite of Ro-

gelim,

28 Brought beds, and bowls, and earthen

vessels, and wheat, and barley, and tlour, and
parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and
joarched pulse,

29 And honey, and cream, and sheep, and
cow's cheese, for David, and for the people

that were Avith him, to eat; for they said,

The people are hungry, and weary, and thirsty,

in the wilderness.

CHAPTER XVIIL
1 And David numbered the people that

were with him, and he set over them cajitains

of thousands and captains of hundreds.

2 And David sent forth the people a third

part under the command of Joiib, and a third

part under the command of Abishai the son

of Zeruyah, Joiib's brotlier, and a third part

under the command of Ittai the Gittite.

Tl And the king said unto the people, I

myself also will without fail go forth with

you.

3 But the people said. Thou shalt not go

forth; for if we should have to flee away,

they will not care for us; and if half of us

die, they will not care for us; for now thou

art worth ten thousand of us ; therefore now

'' Ilcrxheimer supposes that Nachash may have been the

first husband of David's mother; others think that Na-

chash is identical with Jesse.
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it is better that thou shouldest be a succour

to us out of the city.

4 And tlie Icing said unto them, What
seemeth good in your eyes will I do. And
the king placed himself by the side of the

gate, and all the people Avent out by hundreds
and by thousands.

5 And the king commanded Joab and Abi-

shai and Ittai, saying. Deal gently for my sake

with the young man, with Abshalom. And
all the people heard when the king charged

all the captains with respect to Abshalom.
6 So the people went out into the field

against Israel: and the battle took place in

the forest of Ephraim.
7 And the people of Israel were smitten there

before David's servants, and the slaughter was
great thei-e on that day—twenty thousand

men.
8 And the battle became extended there

over the face of all the country: and the

forest devoured yet more of the people than

the sword had devoured on that day.

9 And Abshalom happened to come before

the servants of David. And Abshalom was
riding upon a mule, and the mule came under
the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head
caught hold of the oak, and he was left hang-

ing* between the heaven and the earth; and
the mule that was under him passed on.

10 And a certain man saw, and told it to

Joab, and said. Behold, I have seen Abshalom
hanging on an oak.

11 And Joab said unto the man that told

him. And, behold, thou sawest him ; why then

didst thou not smite him there to the ground?
and it would have been obligatory on me to

give thee ten shekels of silver, and a girdle.

12 And the man said unto Joiib, And
though I should weigh on my hands a thou-

sand shekels of silver, I would not stretch

forth my hand against the king's son ; for be-

fore our ears did the king charge thee and
Abishai and Ittai, saying. Take heed, who
ever it be, of the young man, of Abshalom.

* Lit. "was put."
'' Meaning, Sliould I have even pretended not to know

of the king's injunction, still would my life have paid the

forfeit, as David discovers all things; and thou Joiib

woiildest then have stood aloof, and let justice be executed

against so common a man, without interposing. Phil-

ippsou translates, " or should I act falsely in my soul," i. e.

against my better knowledge.—^JJrD is not "against," but

"at a distance," or as here given, " aloof."

13 Or should I even have acted with false-

hood against my own life, since there is no
matter which can be hidden from the king,

thou wouldest surely have placed thyself aloof".''

14 Then said Joiib, I will not waif" thus

before thee. And he took three darts in his

hand, and thrust them into the heart of

Abshalom, who was yet alive in the midsf*

of the oak.

15 And ten young men, Joab's armour-
bearers, encompassed and smote Abshalom,
and slew him.

IG And Joab blew the cornet, and the peo-

ple returned from pursuing after Israel; for

Joab restrained the people.

17 And they took Abshalom, and cast him
down in the forest, into the large pit, and
erected upon him a very great heap of stones

:

and all Israel ffed, every one, to his tents.

18 Now Abshalom had taken and reared

up for him.self in his lifetime, the pillar, which
is in the king's dale ; for he said, I have no"

son to keep my name in remembrance; and
he called the pillar after his own name : and
it was called Abshalom's monument, even until

this day.

19 ^ And Achima'az the son of Zadok
said, Do let me run, I pray thee, and bear

the king tidings, that the Lord hath done
him justice from the power of his enemies.

20 And Joab said unto him, Thou art not

the man to bear (good) tidings this day, and
thou shalt bear tidings another day ; but this

day thou shalt bear no tiding.s, because the

king's son is dead.

21 Tl Then said Joab to the Cushi,^ Go
tell the king what thou hast seen. And
Cushi bowed himself unto Joiib, and ran.

22 Then said Achima'az the son of Zadok
yet again to Joab, Be it as it may, let me, I

pray thee, run also after the Cushi. And Joiib

said. Wherefore is it that thou wilt run,my son,

seeing that thou hast no profitable^ tidings ?

2-3 But be it as it may, let me run. And
he said unto him. Run. And Achima'az ran

° Rashi, " entreat thee."
^ Heb. " heart."
' Some suppose that it means, that none of bis sons

was destined to succeed him; others, that perhaps they

had not been born when he erected this pillar ; others,

that they had died.

' Probably an .Ethiopian attached to David's service.

' After Rashi.
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by the way of the plain, and passed the

Cushi.

24: And David was sitting between the two

gates: and the watchman" went up to the

roof of the gate, upon the wall, and as he

lifted up his eyes, he saw, and behold, a man,

was ruiniing alone.

25 And the watchman cried, and told it to

the king. And the king said. If he be alone,

there are tidings in his mouth. And he came
nearer and nearer continually.

2G And the watchman saw another man
running : and the watchman called unto the

gate-keeper, and said, Behold, here is a man
running alone. And the king said, Also this

one bringeth tidings.

27 And the watchman said, I regard the

running of the foremost as the running of

Achima'az the son of Zadok. And the king

said. That is a good man, and with good tidings

must he come.

28 And Achima'az called, and said unto

the king. Peace. And he prostrated himself

to the king with his face to the eai'th, and

said. Blessed be the Lord thy God, who hath

surrendered the men that had lifted up their

hand against my lord the king.

29 ^ And the king said. Is the young man
Abshalom safe?'' And Achima'az answered, I

saw the greatest crowd when Joiib sent oft' the

king's' servant, and thy servant; but I know
not what hath happened.

30 And the king said. Turn aside, place

thyself here. And he turned aside, and re-

mained standing.

31 And, Behold, the Cushi came (next);

and the Cushi said. Let my lord the king

receive the tidings, that the Lord hath done

thee justice this day from the power of all

those that had risen up against thee.

32 *[\ And the king said unto the Cushi, Is

the young man Abshalom safe? And the

Cushi answered. May like the young man be

the enemies of my lord the king, and all that

have risen up against thee for evil.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 T[ ""And the king was much moved, and

* Correctly, "the look out."
^ Ilcb. " Is there peace to," &c.
• 1. e. The Cushi and himself.
'' This verse is the v. 33d of ch. xviii. in the English

version.
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he went up to the upper chamber of the gate,

and wept : and thus he said as he went, O m\-

son Abshalom, my son, my son Abshalom!
who would grant that I had died in thy stead,

Abshalom, my son, my son!

2 And it was told unto Joiib, Behold, the

king is weeping and he mourneth for Absha-
lom.

3 And the victory" on that day was turned
into mourning unto all the people; for the

people heard it said on that day, that the

king was grieved for his son.

4 And the people repaired by stealth on
that day when coming into the city, as usually

steal away the people who are ashamed when
they flee in battle.

5 But the king covered his face, and the
king cried with a loud voice, my son
Abshalom, Al)slialom, my son, my son!

G Tl And JoJib came to the king, into the
house, and said, Thou hast covered with
shame this day the faces of all thy servants,

who have saved thy life this day, and the
life of thy sons and of thy daughters, and the
life of thy wives, and the life of thy concu-
bines

;

7 Since thou lovest thy enemies, and hatest

thy friends; for thou hast declared tliis day,

that thou hast neither princes nor servants;'

for I perceive this day, that if Abshalom were
but alive, and we all were dead this day, that

then it would have been just right in thy
eyes.

8 And now arise, go forth, and speak to

the heart^ of th}^ servants; for by the Lord
have I swoni, that if thou go not forth, there

shall not remain one man with thee this

niglit: and this would be worse unto thee
tlian all tlie evil that hath befallen thee from
thy youtli until now.''

9 Then the king arose, and sat in the gate.

And they told it unto all the people, saying,

Behold, the king is sitting in the gate. And
all the people came before the king; Iiut

Israel lied, every nuin to his tents.

10 ]f And all the people were contending
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying.

The king hath saved us out of the hand of

' Ilcb. "salvation," or "deliverance."
'

i'. c. That they are nothing in his estimation.

' i. c. Cheerfully and encouragingly.
'' Because there were yet many disaffected, who probably

would have sought David's life.
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our enemies, .and he hath dolivei'ed us out of

the hand of tlie Philistines; and now he is

fled out of the land from beibre Abshalom.

11 And Abshalom, whom Ave had anointed

over us, died in battle; and now why are ye
silent about bringing; the king back?

12
*i\
And king David sent to Zadok and

to Ebyathar the priests, saying. Speak ye unto

the elders of Judali, saying, WhyAvill you be

the last to bring the king back to his house ?

seeing the speech of all Israel is ah'eady come
to the king, to his house.

13 My brothers are ye, my bone and my
flesh are ye ; wherefore then will you be the

last to bring back the king ?

14 And to 'Amassa shall ye say, Art thou

not my bone and my flesh? May God do so

to mo, and may he thus continue to do, if

thou shalt not be captain of the army before

me continually in the room of Joab.

15 And he" turned the heart of all the men
of Judali, as of one man ; and these sent unto

the king. Return thou, with all thy servants.

16 So the king returned, and came as far

as the Jordan ; and Judah came to Gilgal, to

go forth to meet the king, to conduct the

king over the Jordan.

17 Then hastened Shim'i the son of Gera,

the Benjamite, who was of Bachurim, and
went down with the men of Judah to meet
king David.

18 And there were with him a thousand
men of Benjamin, and Ziba the servant of

the house of Saiil, and his fifteen sons and
his twenty servants with him; and they set

hastily over the Jordan before the king.

19 And there went over the ferry-boat to

carry over the king's household, and to do
what was good in his eyes. And Shim'i the

son of Gera fell down before the king, as he
was passing over the Jordan;

20 And he said unto the king, Let not my
loi'd impute it unto me as iniquity, neither do
thou remember that in which thy servant
acted perversely on the day that my lord the
king went forth out of Jerusalem, so that the
king should lay it to his heart.

21 For thy servant doth know that I have
sinned; and, behold, I am come this day the
first of all the house of Joseph*" to go dowTi to

meet my lord the king.

others refer " he" to David.
2X

22 But Abishai the son of Zeruj-ah spoke

out and said, Shall Shim'i for this not be

put to death, because he cursed the Lord's

anointed ?

23 And David said. What have I to do
with you, ye sons of Zeruyah, that ye should

become a hinderance this day unto me? shall

this day any man be put to death in Israel?

for do I not know that this day I am king
over Israel?

24 And the king said unto Shim'i, Thou
shalt not die. And the king swore unto him.

25 ^ And Mephibosheth the (grand-) son

of Saiil came down to meet the king, and he
had not dressed his feet, nor trimmed his

beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day
that the king departed until the day that he
came home in peace.

26 And it came to pass, when he was come
to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king
said unto him. Wherefore didst thou not go

with me, Mejohibosheth ?

27 And he answered. My lord, king, my
servant deceived me; for thy servant said, I

will saddle for me the ass, that I may ride

thereon, and go with the king; because thy
servant is lame.

28 And he slandered thy servant unto my
lord the king; but my lord the king is like

an angel of God ; do then what is good in

th}^ eyes.

29 For all of my father's house were no-

thing but men deserving death with my lord

the king : and yet didst thou set thy servant

among those that eat at thy own table. What
other merit therefore have I, and what to

complain of yet farther unto the king ?

30 ^ And the king said unto him. For
what purpose speakest thou yet thy words?
I have said, Thou and Ziba shall divide the
field.

81 And Mephibosheth said unto the king,

Yea, let him take the whole, since that my
lord the king is come (back) in peace unto
his own house.

32 Tl And Barzillai the Gil'adite came down
from Rogelim ; and he passed over the Jordan
with the king, to accompany him over the

Jordan.

33 Now Barzillai was very aged, eighty

years old: and he had sustained the lung

i. e. All Israel, in opposition to Judah.
377
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wliile he lay at Machanayim; for he was a

very gi-eat man.
34 And the king said unto Barzillai, Come

thou over with me, and I will sustain thee

near me in Jerusalem.

35 But Barzillai said unto the king, How
many yet are the days of the years of my
life, that I should go up with the king to

Jerusalem ?

36 I am eighty years old this day : can I

discern hetween good and evil? or can thy
servant taste what I eat or what I drink ? or

can I listen yet to the voice of singing men
and singing women? wherefore then should

thy servant become yet a burden unto my
lord the king?

37 Thy servant will' pass a little way
over the Jordan with the king; and why
should the king recompense me Avith this re-

ward?
38 Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back

again, that I may die in my own city, by the

sepulchre of my father and of my mother.

But, behold, thy servant Kimham will pass

over with my lord the king; and do to him
what is good in thy eyes.

39 And the king said, Kimham shall

pass over with me, and I will do to him that

which shall seem good in thy eyes : and what-
soever thou wilt desire of me,*" will I do for

thee.

40 And all the people passed over the Jor-

dan, after the king had passed over; and the

king kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and
he returned unto his own place.

41 ^ Then did the king pass on to Gilgal,

and Kimham passed on with him : and all the

people of Judah conducted the king, and also

half the people of Israel.

42 And, behold, all the men of Israel came
to the king, and said unto the king. Why
have our brethren the men of Judah stolen

thee away, and have conducted the king, and
his household, over the Jordan, and all David's

men witli him?
43 ^f And all tlie men of Judah replied to

the men of Israel, Because the king is near of

kin to us: wherefore then are ye so angry
for this matter? have we eaten the least

* After Raslii; but Sachs, "Scarcely is thy servant able

to pass over," &c.
^ Lit. "choose by me."
• Jonathan, "of the king's property."
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from the king?" or hath he given us any
gift?

44 ^ And the men of Israel an.swered the

men of Judah, and said. Ten parts have we*
in the king, and also in David have we more
right than ye: wh}^ then did ye esteem us
lightly? and was not our word the very first to

bring back our king? And the words of the

men of Judah were fiercer than the words of

the men of Israel.

CHAPTER XX.
1 ^ And there happened to be a worthless

man, whose name was Sheba', the son of

Bichri, a Benjamite : and he blew the cornet,

and said, We have no part in David, nor have
we any inheritance in the son of Jesse : every
man to his tents, Israel

!

2 So every man of Israel went ofl!" from
David, following Sheba' the son of Bichri; but

the men of Judah adhered unto their king,

from the Jordan even to Jerusalem.

3 And David came to his house at Jerusa-

lem; and the king took the ten women, the

concubines, whom he had left to guard the

house, and put them in a guard-house, and
provided for them, but went not in unto them.

So they were confined until the day of their

death, living in widowhood."
4 ^ Then said the king to 'Amassa, Call

together for me the men of Judah within

three days, and thou present thyself here

(then.)

5 So 'Amassa went to call Judah together;

but he remained out longer than the set time
which he had appointed him.

6 And David said to Abishai, Now will

Sheba' the son of Bichri do us more harm
than (did) Abshalom : take thou the servants

of thy lord, and pursue after him, lest he suc-

ceed in reaching fortified cities, and Avithdraw

himself from our eyes.

7 And there went out after him Joiib's

men, and the Kerethites, and the Pelethitcs,

and all the mighty men : and they went forth

out of Jerusalem, to pursue after Sheba' the

son of Bichri.

8 They were close by the great stone which
is at Gib'on, as 'Amassa came before them.

* Heb. "I," and so in this whole conversation, "I"

and "thou," which are rendered here "we" and "you."
' Lit. "widowhood life." rrn ruoSx signifies a woman

forsaken by her husband, "a living widow."
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And Joab was girded with his coat, his (usual)

garment, and upon it the girdle of the sword
which was fastened upon his loins in its

sheath ; and as he went forth it fell out.

9 And Joiib said to 'Amassa, Art thou in

health, my brother? And Joiib's right hand
took hold of 'Amassa's beard to kiss him."

10 And 'Amassa did not guard himself

against the sword that was in Joiib's hand

:

so he smote him therewith in the fifth rib and
shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck

liim not again ; and he died. But Joab and
Abishai his brother pursued after Sheba' the

son of Bichri.

11 And one man of Joiib's people remained

standing by him, and said. He that favoureth

Joab, and he that is for David, follow Joiib.

12 And 'Amassa was wallowing in his blood

in the midst of the highway. And when the

man saw that all the people stood still, he
put 'Amassa aside out of the highway into

the field, and threw a garment over him,

when he saw that every one that came by
him stood still.

13 When he was removed out of the high-

way, every man passed on after Joiib, to pur-

sue after Sheba' the son of Bichri.

14 And this one passed through all the

tribes of Israel unto Abel, which is of Beth-

ma'ach ah, and all the Berim:'' and they as-

sembled themselves together, and went also

after him.

15 And they came and besieged him in

Abel of Beth-ma'achah, and they cast up aj

trench against the city, and it stood enclosed

by the troops :" and all the people that were
with Joiib were battermg to throw dovra the

wall.

16 Then called a wise woman out of the
city. Hear, hear; say,*I pray you, unto Joiib,

Come near as far as hither, that I may speak
with thee.

17 And when he was come near unto her,

the woman said, Art thou Joab? And he

* iS may either refer to 'Amassa thus, "him," or to the
beard, when we should say, " it." Kissing the beard is

the usual manner of saluting in the East, according to

D'Arvieux.—PniLiprsoN.
* Rabbi Joseph Schwarz, in his Geography, p. 203,

states that this means a district near Abel-beth-ma'achah
near which were several towns called Bin', Be'iroth, Birya

;

collectively, "the Berim."
° After Jonathan

J
but Philippson, "and it (the trench)

said, I am. Then said she unto him. Hear
the words of thy hand-maid. And he said,

I do hear.

18 Then said she, thus. They ought surely

first to have spoken, saying, " Let them ask

at least in Abel;" and so would they have
come to an end.**

19 I am one of the peaceful and faithful

(cities) in Israel ; thou seekest to overthrow a
city and a metropolis in Israel : why wilt

thou destroy the inheritance of the Lord?
20 ^ And Joiib answered and said. Far be

it, far be it from me, that I should destroy

or ruin.

21 The matter is not so; but a man from
the mountain of Ephraim, Sheba' the son of
Bichri is his name, hath lifted up his hand
against the king, against David

;
give him up

alone, and I will withdraw from the city.

And the woman said unto Joiib, Behold, his

head shall be cast down to thee over the
wall.

22 And the woman came unto all the \)eo-

ple. with her wisdom ; and they cut off the

head of Sheba' the son of Bichri, and cast it

down to Joiib ; and he blew the cornet, and
they scattered themselves from the city, every
man to his tents. And Joab retui-ned to Je-

rusalem unto the king.

23 T[ Now Joiib was over all the army of
Israel; and Benayah the son of Yehoyada'
was over the Kerethites and over the Pele-

thites

;

24 And Adoram was over the tribute ; and
Jehoshaphat the son of Acliilud was recorder

;

25 And Sheva was scribe; and Zadok and
Ebyathar were priests;

26 And 'Ira also the Yairite was an officer

of state unto David.

CHAPTER XXI.

1 ^ And there was a famine in the days
of David three years, year after 3'ear; and
David besought" the presence of the Lord.

stood against the fortifications," i. e. it reached to their

height. Others, "the city stood with its inner wall,"

i. e. the outer one being already thrown down.
' After Rashi ; meaning, before destroying Abel they

should have resolved to ask the men of the city to come
to terms, which could readily have been arranged.

'After Jonathan. Others, "sought," i. e. inquired

what should be done, through the Urim and Thummim.
379
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^ And the Lord said, On account of Saiil,

and on the account of" the house of blood, is

this; because he hath slain the Gib'onites.

2 And the kinjj; called for the Gib'onites,

and said unto them; (now the Gib'onites are

not of the children of Israel, but of the rem-

nant of the Emorites; and the children of

Israel had sworn unto them; but Saiil had
sought to slay them in his zeal for the chil-

dren of Israel and Judah;)

3 Wherefore David said unto the Gib'on-

ites, "What shall I do for you? and wherewith

shall I make the atonement, that ye may
bless the inheritance of the Lord ?

4 And the Gib'onites said unto him. We
have no concern of silver or gold with Saiil,

and with his house ; nor do we wish to kill any
man in Israel. And he said. What ye say,

will I do for you.

5 And they said to the king, The man
that consumed us, and that devised against

us that we should be destroyed, so that we
should have no footing in all the boundaries

of Israel,

—

G Let there be delivered unto us seven

men of his sons, and we will hang them up

unto the Lord in Gib'ah of Saiil, the chosen

of the Lord.

^1 And the king said, I will give them.

7 But the king had pity on Mephibosheth,

the son of Jonathan the son of Saiil, because

of the Lord's oath that was between them,

between David and Jonathan the son of Saiil.

8 And the king took the two sons of Riz-

pah the daughter of Ayah, whom she had

lx)rn unto Saiil, Armoni and Mephibosheth;

and the five sons of Michal" the daughter of

Saiil, whom she had brought up for 'Adriel

the son of Barzillai the Mecholathite :

9 And he delivered them into the hand of

the Gib'onites, and they hanged them on the

mount before the Lord ; and they fell, these

seven, together; and they were put to death

in the first'' days of harvest^ in the beginning

of the barley-harvest.

10 And kizpali the daughter of Ayah took

sackcloth, and spread out it for herself upon

the rock, from the beginning of the harvest

* As Michal was David's wife ; but tbe children were

those of Mcrab, the oldest daughter of Saiil, who were

probably educated by her sister.

^ Lit. '' in the days of harvest, in the first."
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until water dropped down upon them out of
heaven, and she sufTercd neither the birds of

heaven to rest on them by day, nor the beasts

of the field by night.

11 And it ^vas told to David what Rizpah
the daughter of Ayah, the concubine of Saiil,

had done.

12 And David tlien went and took the

bones of Saiil and the bones of Jonathan his

son from the men of Yabesh-gil'ad, who had
stolen them from the markct.-place of Beth-

shan, where the Philistines had hanged them
up, at the time the Philistines had smitten

Saiil at Gilboii'

:

13 And he brought up from there the

bones of Saiil and the bones of Jonathan his

son ; and they gathered up the bones of those

that had been hanged.

14 And they buried the bones of Saiil and
Jonathan his son in the country of Benjamin
at Zela', in the sepulchre of Kish his father

:

and they performed all that the king had
commanded. And after that God was en-

treated for the land.

15 *[] And the Philistines had again a war
with Israel ; and David went down, and his

servants with him, and lljught against the

Philistines : and David became fatigued.

16 And Yishbi at Nob, who was of the chil-

dren of the Raphah," the weight of whose
spear was three hundred shekels of copper,

he being girded with a new armour, thought
to slay David.

17 But Abishai the son of Zeruyah suc-

coured him, and smote the Philistine, and
killed him. Then swore the men of David
unto him, saying. Thou shalt go out no more
Avith us to battle, that thou mayest not quench
the lamp of Israel.

18 ^[ And it came to pa.ss after this, that

there was again a battle at Gob with the Philis-

tines: then smote Sibbechai tlie Chushathitc
Saph, who wa-s of the children of the Raphah.

19 And there was again a battle at (Job

with the PhilLstines, when Elchanan the son

of Ya'are-oregim, the Beth-lechemite, slew

Goliath'' the Gittite, the stafl' of whose spear

was like a weaver's beam.

° Others translate the word, " the giant."
'' A younger Goliath

;
perhaps a descendant of the one

slain by David in his youth. In 1 Chron. xx. 5, he is

called "Lachmi, brother of Goliath," &c.
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20 Tl And there was again a battle in Gath,

Avhere was a man of (great) stature," that had

on every hand six fingers, and on every foot

six toes, (in all) four and twenty in number;
and he also was born to the Raphah.

21 And he defied Israel; but Jonathan the

son of Shim'ah the brother of David slew

him.

22 These four were born to the Raphah in

Gath ; and they fell by the hand of David,

and by the hand of his servants.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 Tl And David spoke unto the Lord the

words of this song, on the day that the Lord
had delivered him out of the hand of all his

enemies, and out of the hand of Saiil.

2 And he said. Lord, my rock, my fortress,

and my deliverer

;

3 God, my rock, in whom I trust ;•" my
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high

tower, and my refuge, my saviour! from vio-

lence dost thou save me!
4 Praised," I cried, be the Lord, and from

my enemies was I saved.

5 For the waves of death encompassed me,

the floods of destruction'' made me afraid

;

6 The bonds of hell encircled me, the

snares of death seized on me

:

7 (When) in my distress I called upon the

Lord, and to my God I cried ; and he heard

from his temple my voice, and my complaint

(entered) into his ears.

8 Then shook and trembled the earth ; the

foundations of the heavens were moved; and
they shook, because he was wroth.

9 Smoke went up in his anger," and con-

suming fire out of his mouth, coals flamed forth

from him.

10 And he bent the heavens, and came
down, and thick darkness was under his feet.

11 And he rode upon a cherub, and flew

along, and he was seen upon the wings of the

wind.

12 And he made dai'kness round about

him into pavilions, heavy masses of waters,

thick clouds of the skies.

* Philippson and Sachs, "a champion."
"" " With whom I seek protection."

—

Sachs.
° Mendelssohn. Others render, "I call on the praised

one, on the Lord."
" " Bands of tho wicked."

—

Jonathan.

13 From the brightness before him flamed

forth co.als of fire.

14 Tho Lord thundered from heaven, and
the Most High uttered forth his voice.

15 And he sent out arrows, and scattered

them; lightning, and discomfited them.

IG And then were seen the channels of the

sea, there were laid open the foundations of

the Avorld; at the reljuke of the Lord, through

the blast of the breath of his nostrils.

17 He stretched out from above (his hand),

he took me; he drew me out from the mighty
waters.

18 He delivered me from my enemy, the

strong, from those that hated me, when they

wei'c too mighty for me.
19 They overcame me on the day of my

calamity ; but the Lord became my stay

;

20 And he bi'ought me forth into a large

space; he delivered me, because he had delight

in me.
21 The Lord rewarded me according to

my righteousness; according to the purity of

my hands did he recompense me.
22 For I had kept the ways of the Lord,

and had not wickedly departed from my God.

23 B'or all his ordinances were before me,
and from none of his statutes did I depart.

24 I was also upright'^ toward him, and I

guarded myself against my iniquity.

25 Therefore did the Lord recompense me
according to my righteousness, according to

my purity before his eyes.

20 With the merciful thou wilt show thy-

self merciful; with the upright mighty^ man
thou wilt show thyself upright.

27 With the pure thou wilt show thyself

pure ; and with the perverse thou wilt wage a

contest.

28 And the afflicted people thou wilt save;

but thy eyes are upon the haughty (that)

thou mayest bring (them) down.
29 For thou art my lamp, Lord ! and the

Lord will enlighten my darkness.

30 For (aided) by thee I run through a

troop; (helped) by my God I leap over a wall.

31 As for God—his way is perfect; the

• Others, "from the nostrils."

' "I belong entirely to him."

—

Sachs.
' After Sachs. Redak, however, regards nisj here sim-

ply as 13J "man;" hence, "the upright man."
381
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Avonl of the Lord is tried; he is a shield to

all that trust in him.

32 For who is god, save the Lord? and
who is a rock, save our God ?

33 God is my strength" and power; and
he rendereth free from obstruction my way.

34: He maketh my feet like those of the

hinds, and upon my high places he causeth to

stand.

35 He teacheth my hands for the war, so

that a brazen bow is bent by my arms.
30 And thou gavest me the shield of thy

salvation; and thy assistance** hath made me
great.

37 Thou enlargest my steps under me, so

that my joints do not slip.

38 I pursue my enemies and destroy them

;

and I return not again until I have made an
end of them.

39 And I make an end of them, and I

crush them, that they cannot rise; and they
fall under my feet.

40 For thou hast girded me with strength
for the war; thou subduest my opponents
under me.

41 And my enemies thou causest to turn
their back to me ; those that hate me,—that
I may destroy them.

42 They look about, but there is none to

help; unto the Lord—but he answereth them
not.

43 And I beat them small as the dust of
the earth ; as the mire of the street, I stamp
them, I tread them down.

44 Thou hast also delivered me from the
contests of my people; thou preserv^est me to

be the head of nations, a people which I

know not shall serve me.
45 The children of the stranger shall utter

flattery" unto me; as soon as their car hear-
eth* they shall be obedient unto me.

46 The children of the stranger shall fade

• "My mighty fortress."

—

Sachs.
" Hashi, " racekne.Qs." Eng. version, "gentleness."

Sachs, "favour." Philippson, "thy hearing of prayer."
But our version is after Jonathan, who has -jTj'Dai

ppili!31 "and th}' assistance and word."
' " From fear of nic they will tell falsehoods."

—

Rashi.
"Submit themselves."

—

Eng. version.
^ Lit. "at the hearing of the car."
' llashi. Philippson, "they come forth armed," i. e.

at David's bidding.
' Others, "later," or those subsequent to the preceding.

away, and come forth tottering" out of their

close places.

47 The Lord liveth, and blessed be m^'
Rock; and exalted be the God, the Rock of

my salvation

;

48 The God, that granteth me. vengeance,
and bringeth down nations under me

;

49 And that bringeth me forth from my
enemies; also above my opponents thou liftest

me up, from the man of violence thou deliver-

est me.
50 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee,

Lord, among the nations, and unto thy
name will I sing praises;

51 (To) the tower of salvation of his king,

and who showeth kindness to his anointed, to

David and to his seed for ever.

CHAPTER XXIIL
1 % And these are the last^ words of

David. Thus saith^ David the son of Jesse,

and thus saith the man who was raised up
on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob,

and the sweet*" singer of Israel

:

2 The Spirit of the Lord spoke through
me, and his word was upon my tongue.

3 (Thus) said the God of Israel, concerning
me spoke the Rock of Israel, That (I should

be) ruler over men, be righteous, ruUng in

the fear of God

;

4 And' as in the light of morning the sun
riseth, in a morning without clouds, with
more than the brightness (reflected by) rain

on the herbs that sirring from the earth.

5 Truly is not so my house with God?
since he hath made with me an everlasting

covenant, firm in all, and sure? yea, will he
not cause to grow all my salvation, and all

my desire ?*"

6 But the godless are all of them as waving
thorns, which cannot be taken in the hand;

7 But the man that will touch them must

' Sachs, and others, "assertion."
'' Lit. "agreeable (or beloved) through songs" (or

Psalms).
' This describes the nature of David's prosperity.
' The verses 3 and 4 are after Kashi ; verse 4 is given

after Philipp.'ion ; but Rashi renders, " For not so is my
house with God, that my morning should be cloudy ; for

an everlasting covenant hath he granted nie, well ordered

in all and guarded; for he is all my help and my desire,

because he will not let grow another king after my
kingdom."
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protect his hand with iron and the staff of a

spear; and they will be utterly burnt with

fire in the dwelling."

8 ^ These are the names of the mighty
men whom David had: Yosheb-bashebeth,''

the Thachkemonite, the chief among the cap-

tains,—the same as 'Adino the 'Eznite,—be-

cause of eight hundred slain at one time.

9 T[ And after him was Ela'zar the son of

Dodo, the son of Achochi, one of the thi'ee

mighty men with David, when they defied

the Philistines that were there gathered to-

gether to battle, and the men of Israel had
withdrawn themselves;

10 He then arose, and smote the Philistines

until his hand was weary, and his hand did

cleave unto the sword: and the Lord wrought
a great victory on that day; and the people

returned after him only to strip (the slain.)

11 ^ And after him was Shammah the

son of Age the Hararite. The Philistines

were gathered together into a troop," and
there Avas a piece of ground full of lentiles

;

and the people had fled from the Philistines;

12 But he placed himself in the midst of

the ground, and delivered it, and smote the

Philistines: and the Lord wrought a great

victory.

13 And these three, the chiefs of the thirty

went doAvn, and came to David at harvest
time unto the cave of 'Adullam: and the

troop of the Philistines was encamped in the

valley of Rephaim.
14 And David was then in the strong-hold,

and an outpost of the Philistines was then in

Beth-lechem.

15 And David longed, Und said, Oh that

one would bring me water to drink out of the

well at Beth-lechem, which is by the gate

!

IG And the thi'ee mighty men broke
through the camp of the Philistines; and
drew water out of the well of Beth-lechem,
that was by the gate, and took it, and brought
it to David ; but he would not drink thereof,

and poured it out unto the Lord.

* Sachs. Philippson, "on their own place," i. e. on the
spot where they grow.

"" Rashi, "who sat among the judges and was wise."
Others, "the private counsellor, Thachkemoni." Phi-
lippson, very peculiarly, " Yosheb-bashebeth-thachkemoni,
the captain of the body-guard; he struck with his spear
eight hundred slain at one time." 'jy^'n un;' Dr. P.
translates thus : " striking down with his spear,"—deriving

17 And he said. Far be it from me, Lord,

that I should do this: (is not this) the blood

of the men that went at the risk of their

life ? and thus he would not drink it. These
things did the three mighty men.

18 ^ And Abishai, the brother of Joiil), the

son of Zeruyah, was the chief of these three;

and he lifted up his spear against three hun-
dred slain, and had a name among the three.

19 Although he was the most honoured of

the three, wdierefore he became their captain

:

he nevertheless attained not unto the three

(in prowess).

20 ^ And Benayahu the son of Yehoyada',
the son of a valiant man, great in many acts

of Kabzeel; he it Avas that smote the two
lion-like heroes of Moiib ; he also went down
and slew a lion in the midst of a jDit on a day
when it snowed;

21 And he slew an Egj^ptian, a man of

good appearance: and the Egyptian had a
spear in his hand ; but he went doAvn to him
with a staff, and he snatched the spear out

of the Egyptian's hand, and slew him Avith

his OAvn spear.

22 These things did Benayahu the son of

Yehoyada', and he had a name among the

three mighty men.
23 He Avas more honoured than the thirty;

but he attained not to these three.'' And
DaA^d appointed him in his private council."

24 T[ 'Asahel the brother of Jotib Avas one
of the thirty; Elchanan the son of Dodo of

Beth-lechem,

25 ^ Shammah the Charodite, Elika the

Charodite,

26 ][ Chelez the Paltite, 'Ira the son of
'Ikkesh the Teko'ite,

27 ^ Abi'ezer the 'Anethothite, Mebunnai
the Chushathite,

28 ^ Zalmon the Achochite, Maharai the

Netopliathite,

29 Tl Cheleb the son of Ba'anah, the Ne-
tophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai out of Gib'ali

of the children of Benjamin,

these words from the Arabic ; but the construction is too

obscure. Our version is after Sachs, rendering '7^' " be-

cause," /. c. he was made the chief of the captains for the

great feat of valour in causing the death of eight hundred
at one time.

° Redak, "at Chayah."
^ i. e. Brave as he was, the three first excelled him.
' Others, "guard."



2 SAMUEL XXIII. XXIV.

30 ^ Benayahu the Pir'athonite, Hiddai

of Nachale-Ga'ash,

31 1] Abi-'albon the 'Arbathite, 'Azmaveth

the Barchumite,

32 ^ Elyachlxa the Sha'albonite, Bn6-ya-

shen, Jonathan,"

33 T[ Shanimah the Hararite, Achiam the

son of Sharar the Ararite,

34 ^[ EUphelet the son of Achasbai, the

son of the Ma'achathite, EU'am the son of

Achithophel the Gilonite,

35 ^ Chezrai the Carmelite, Pa'arai the

Ai'bite,

36 ^ Yigal the son of Nathan of Zobah,

Bani the Gadite,

37 ^ Zelek the 'Aramonite, Nacharai the

Beerothite, the armour-bearer of Joab the son

of Zeruyah,

38 ^ 'Ira the Yithrite, Garab the Yithrite,

39 ^ Uriyah the Hittite : m all thirty and
seven.

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 ^ And again was the anger of the Lord
kindled against Israel, and he incited David

against them to say, Go, number Israel and

Judah.
2 And the king said to Joilb the captain

of the army, who was with him, Traverse,

I pray thee, all the tribes of Israel, from

Dan even to Beer-sheba', and number ye the

people, that I may know the number of the

people.

3 Then said Joab unto the king, Now may
the Lord thy God add unto the people, how
many soever they be, a hundred-fold more,

and may the eyes of my lord the king see it;

but why doth my lord the king find delight

in this thing?

4 Nevertheless tlie king's word remained

firm against Joiib, and against tlie captains

of the army; and Joilb and the captains of

the army went out from*" the presence of the

king, to number the people of Israel.

5 And they passed over the Jordan, and

encamped in 'Aro'cr, on the right side of the

city that lieth in the midst of the valley of

Gad, and toward Ya'zer:

• Eng. ver., "of the sons of Yashen, Jonathan."
^ Lit. "before the king;" and so it is rendered by Phi-

lippson, after Jonathan.
° Philippsnn, "the new lowland," which had probably

been newly conquered by the Reiibenites. (1 Chron. v. 10.)
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6 Then they came to Gil'ad, and to the

land of Tachtim-chodshi;" and they came to

Dan-ya'an, and about to Zidon

;

7 And they came to the strong-hold of

Tyre, and to all the cities of the Hivites, and
of the Canaanites; and they went out to the

south of Judah, ujo to Beer-sheba'.

8 And so they traversed all the land, and
they came at the end of nine months and
twenty days to Jerusalem.

9 And Joilb gave up the sum of the num-
Ijer of the people unto the king: and there

were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant

men that drew the sword; and the men of

Judah were five hundred thousand men.
10 And David's heart smote him after that

he had numbered the people.

^ And David said unto the Lord, I have
sinned greatly in wliat I have done; and now,

I beseech thee, Lord, cause the iniquity of

thy servant to pass away; for I have acted

very foolishly.

11 And when David was arisen in the

morning,

^ The word of the Lord came unto Gad
the prophet, David's seer, saying,

12 Go and speak unto David, Thus saith

the Lord, Three things do I ofter^ thee;

choose for thyself one of them, and I will do

it unto thee.

13 So Gad came to David, and told it unto

him, and said unto him. Shall there come
unto thee seven years of famine? or three

months, that thou flee before thy enemies,

while they pursue thee? or that there be for

three days a pestilence in thy land? now con-

sider and see what word I shall bring back to

him tliat hath sent me.

14 ^ And David said unto Gad. I am in

a great strait: let us fall then into the hand
of the Lord,—for his mercies are great; but

let me not fall into the hand of man.
15 And the Lord sent a pestilence in

Israel from the morning even to the time

appointed :" and there died of the people from

Dan even to Beer-sheba' seventy thousand

men.
10 And when the angel stretched out his

' Heb. "I lay upon thee."
' t. e. The three days agreed on. But Jonathan, after

the Talmud, limits the plague to the time that the daily

sacrifice was burnt; some even that the mortality lasted

but about an hour.
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hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord
bethought himself of the evil, and said to the

angel that destroyed among the people. It is

enoiigli: now stay thy hand. And the angel

of the Lord was by tlie threshing-floor of

Aravnah the Jebusite.

17 ^ And David spoke unto the Lord
when he saw the angel that smote the people,

and said, Lo, I have indeed sinned, and I

have truly done wickedly; but these sheep,

what have they done? let thy hand, I pray
thee, be against me, and against my father's

house.

18 Tl And Gad came to David on that

day, and said unto him. Go up, ei'ect an
altar unto the Lord on the threshing-floor

of Aravnah the Jebusite.

19 And David went up, according to the

word of Gad, as the Lord had commanded.
20 And Aravnah looked up, and saw the

king and his servants coming on toward him

:

and Aravnah went out, and bowed himself

before the king with his face to the ground.

21 ^ And Aravnah said, Wherefore is my

lord the king come to his servant? And
David said. To buy from thee the threshing-

floor, to build an altar unto the Lord, that

the plague may be stayed from the people.

22 And Aravnah said inito David, Let my
lord the king take and ofler up what seemeth
good in his eyes: behold, the oxen are here

for bumi>oflrerings, and the threshing-rollers

and the harness of the oxen for wood.
23 All these things did Aravnah, the king,'

give unto the king.

^ And Aravnah said unto the king. May
the Lord thy God receive thee fovourably.

24 And the king said unto Aravnah, No;
but I will surely buy it from thee at the value;
for I will not ofler burnt-offeruigs unto the
Lord my God without paying therefor. So
David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen
for fifty shekels of silver.

25 And David built there'' an altar unto
the Lord, and offered burnt-offerings and peace-

offerings; and the Lord was entreated" for

the land, and the plague was stayed from
Israel.

THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS,
'k d'dVq nan.

CONTAINING THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL FROM THE DEATH OF DAVID TO THAT
OF JEHOSHAPHAT.

CHAPTER L

1 Now king David was old, stricken in

years; and they covered him with clothes,

but he could not become warm.
2 Wherefore his servants said unto him,

Let them seek out for my lord the king a
young virgin, and let her stand before the
king, and let her be an attendant on him;

* Tradition represents Aravnah as a proselyte and former
king or chief of Jebus, or Jerusalem.

' The spot is said to have been the one where Solomon
built the temple.

2y

and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord
the king may become warm.

3 So they sought for a fair maiden through-
out all the territory of Israel ; and they found
Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to

the king.

4 And the maiden was exceedingly fair; and
she became an attendant on the king, and
ministered to him ; but the king knew her not.

" This expression means that the Lord accepted the
prayers of the people; whereas before this their entreaties

seem to have been unavailing, since so many calamities

overcame them one after another.

385
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5 And Adoniyah, the son of Chaggith, ex-

alted himself, saying, I shall be king: and he

procured himself a chariot and horsemen, and
fifty men wiio ran before him.

And his father had never grieved him
in all his life by saying, Why hast thou done

so? and he also was of a very goodly form;

and his mother had born him after Absha-

lom."

7 And he had conferences with Joiib the

sou of Zeruj'ah, and with Ebyathar the priest:

and they, following Adoniyati, helped him.

8 But Zadok the priest, and Benayahu the

son of Yehoj'ada', and Nathan the prophet,

and Shim'i, and Re'i, and the mighty men
that belonged to David, were not with Adoni-

yah.

9 And Adoniyah slaughtered sheep and
oxen and fatted cattle by the stone Zocheleth,

which is by 'En-rogel,'' and invited all his

brothers the king's sons, and all the men of

Judah the king's servants

;

10 But Nathan the proj^het, and Benayahu,
and the mighty men, and Solomon his bro-

ther, he invited not.

11 And Nathan spoke unto Bath-sheba'

the mother of Solomon, saying. Hast thou

not heard that Adoniyah the son of Chaggith

is become king, and (that) David our lord

knoweth it not?

12 And now come, let me, I pray thee,

give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thy

own life," and the life of thy son Solomon.

13 Go and get thee in unto king David,

and say unto him. Didst not thou, my lord,

O king, swear unto thy handmaid, saj'ing.

Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after

me, and only he shall sit upon my throne ?

why then is Adoniyah become king?
14 And, lo, while thou shalt be yet speak-

ing there with the king, I myself will come
in after thee, and confirm thy words.

15 And Bath-shelja' went in unto the king

into the chamber, and the king was very old

;

and Abishag the Shunammite was ministering

unto the king.

16 And Bath-sheba' bowed, and prostrated

' Ileb. "she bad born him after Abshalom ;" meaning,

that the mother of Adoniyah bore him, after Abshalom
had been born by his mother; since they were half-bro-

thers only.

' " Fullcr's-spring."

—

IIerxiieimer.
88G

herself unto the king; and the king said,

What wouldest thou?
17 And she said unto him. My lord, thou

th3self didst swear by the Lord thy God unto
thy handmaid, Assuredly Solomon thy son
shall reign after me, and only he shall sit

upon my throne.

18 And now, behold, Adoniyah is become
king; and now, my lord, king, thou know-
est it not

:

19 And he hath slaughtered oxen and fat-

ted cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath
invited all the sons of the king, and Ebyathar
the priest, and Joiib the captain of the anny

;

but Solomon thy servant hath he not invited.

20 And as for thee, my lord, king, the

eyes of all Israel are upon thee, to tell them,
who shall sit on the throne of my lord the

king after him.

21 Otherwise it would come to pass, when
my lord the king sleepeth with his fathers,

that I and my son Solomon may be counted
offenders.

22 And, lo, while she was yet speaking

with the king, Nathan the prophet also came
in.

23 And they told the king, saying, Behold,

here is Nathan the prophet; and when he
was come in before the king, he pro.strated

himself before the king with his face to the

ground.

2i And Nathan said, My lord, king,

hast thou then said, Adoniyah shall reign

after me, and he slyill sit upon my throne?

25 For he is gone down this day, and hath
slaughtered oxen and fatted cattle and sheep

in abundance, and hath invited all the king's

sons, and the captains of the army, and Ebya-
thar the priest; and, behold, they are eating

and drinking before him, and they say, Long
live king Adoniyah.

26 But as for me, me thy servant, and
Zadok the priest, and Benayahu the son of

Yehojada', and thy servant Solomon, hath he
not invited.

27 Can it be that this hath been done by
order of my lord the kuig, and thou hast not

° This would seem to indicate that with the commence-
ment of the kingdom, there was danger of iptroducing

the cruel practice even now prevailing in the East, that at

almost every accession the reigning monarch destroys

those who can be injurious to him.
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informed thy sen'ant, who should sit on the

throne of my lord the king after him ?

28 Tlien answered king Da\-id, and said,
(
'all me Bath-sheba' ; and she came into the

king's presence, and stood before the king.

29 And the king swore and said, A* the

Lord liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out

of all distress,

30 Even as I have sworn unto thee by the

Lord the God of Israel, saying, Assuredly

Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and
only he shall sit upon my throne in my
stead : even so will I certainly do this day.

31 Then did Bath-sheba' bow herself with
her face to the earth, and prostrate herself

unto the king; and she said, May my lord,

the king David, live for ever!

32 ^ And king Da\-id said, Call unto me
Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet,

and Benayahu the son of Yehoyada'. And
they came before the king.

33 And the king said unto them. Take
with you the servants of your lord, and cause

Solomon my son to ride upon my own mule,

and conduct him down to Gichon

:

34 And let Zadok the priest with Nathan
tljp prophet anoint hiA there as king over

Israel : and blow ye with the comet, and say.

Long live king Solomon.

35 Then ye shall go up after him, and he
shall come and sit upon my throne ; and he
shall be king in my stead: and him have I

ordained to be ruler over Israel and over
Judah.

36 And Benayahu the son of Yehoyada'
answered the king, and said, Amen: May
thus say the Eternal the God of my lord the

kmg.
37 As the Eternal hath been with lay

lord the king, even so may he be with Solo-

mon, and may he make his throne greater

than the throne of my lord the king Da-\-id.

3S Thereupon Zadok the priest, and Na-
than the prophet, and Benayahu the son of
Yehoyada', and the Kerethites, and the Peleth-
ites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride

upon king David's mule, and conducted him
to Gichon.

39 And Zadok the priest took the horn of
oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solo-

* S*n a'H not alone valiant "in arms," but "worthy,"
or "distinguished for good deeds."

mon. And they blew with the comet; and
all the people said. Long live the king Solo-

mon.
40 And all the people went up after him,

and the people blew on flutes, and rejoiced

with great joy, so that the earth was rent at

their noise.

41 And Adoniyah and all the guests that
were with him heard it as they had just

finished eating; and when Joab heard the
sound of the comet, he said, Wherefore is

this noise of the city in an uproar ?

42 And while he was yet speaking, behold,

Jonathan the son of Ebyathar the priest came
in : and Adoniyah said (unto him) , Come in

;

for thou art a worthy-* man, and must bring

good tidings.

43 And Jonathan answered and said to

Adoniyah, Alas, no;*" our lord king David
hath made Solomon king

;

44 And the king hath sent with him Zadok
the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Be-

nayahu the son of Yehoyada', and the Ke-
rethites, and the Pelethites, and they have
caused him to ride upon the king's mule; "

45 And Zadok the priest and Nathan the

prophet have anointed him as king on the

Gichon: and they are come up from there

rejoicing, and the city hath been set in com-
motion. This is the noise that ye have
heard;

46 And Solomon hath also sat on the
kingly throne.

47 And also the king's ser\-ants are come
to bless our lord king Da^id, saj-ing. May God
make the name of Solomon more famous than
thy name, and make his throne greater than
thy throne ; and the king hath bowed himself
upon the bed.

48 And also thus hath said the king, Ble.?s-

ed be the Lord the God of Israel, who hath
given (me) this day one who sitteth on my
throne, while my eyes see it.

49 And all the guests that were with Ado-
niyah were terrified, and rose up, and went,

ever}- man, on his own way.
50 And Adoniyah was afraid because of

Sciomon ; and he arose, and went, and caught
hold on the horns of the altar.

51 And it was told unto Solomon, saying,

^ S2X, literally, "but," here denoting

what Adoniyah expected.

the opposite of
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Behold, Adoniyah feareth king Solomon; and,

behold, he hath caught hold on the horns of

the altar, saying. Let king Solomon swear

unto me to-day that he will not slay his ser-

vant with the sword.

52 And Solomon said, If he will become a

worthy man, there shall not a hair of his fall

to the earth ; but if any -nTong shall be found

on him, then shall he die.

53 So Iving Solomon sent, and they brought

him down from the altar; and he came and

bowed himself to king Solomon; and Solomon
said unto him. Go to thy house.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And when the days of David drew
nigh that he should die, he charged Solomon
his son, saying,

2 I am going the way of all the earth ; but

be thou strong, and become a man

;

o And keep the charge of the Lord thj-

God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes,

his commandments, and his ordinances, and
his testimonies, as it is written in the law of

Moses; in order that thou mayest prosper in

all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou
turnest thyself;

4 In order that the Loud may fulfil his

word which he hath spoken concerning me,
saying. If thy children take heed to their

way, to walk before me in truth with all their

heart and with all their soul, there shall never

fail thee, said he, a man on the throne of

Israel.

5 And thou also knowcst well what Jotib

the son of Zcruyah hath done to me, what he
did to the two captains of the armies of Israel,

unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto 'Amassa
the son of Yether, whom he slew, and shed the

blood of war in peace, and put the blood of

war upon his girdle that was about liis loins,

and on his shoes that were on his feet.

G Do therefore according to thy wisdom,
and let not his hoary head go down in peace

to the grave.

7 Tl But unto the sons of Barzillai the

GiVadite show thou kindness, and let them
be of those that eat at thy table ; for so they

came near to me when I fled from before Ab-
shalom thy brother.

* Lit. "lay with," or "laid himself down." Abarbanel
well observes, that this expression docs not mean the

association of the bodies after death, since David was

8 And, behold, thou hast with thee Shim'i

the son of Gera, the Benjamite of Bachurim,
Avho cursed me Avith a grievous cur.«e on the

day when I went to Machanayim; but who
came down to meet me at the Jordan, and I

swore to him by the Lord, sa}ing, I will not
put thee to death with the sword.

9 But now leave him not unpunished ; for

thou art a wise man ; know then what thou
oughtest to do unto him, and bring thou down
his hoary head with blood to the grave.

. 10 And David slept" with his fathers, and
was buried in the city of David.

11 And the days that David reigned over

Israel were forty years ; in Hebron he reigned

seven years, and in Jerusalem he reigned

thirty and three years.

12 Then sat Solomon upon the throne of

David his father; and his kingdom was esta-

blished greatly.

13 ^f And Adoniyah the son of Chaggith
came to Bath-sheba' the mother of Solomon;
and she said. Is thy coming for peace? And
he said. For peace.

14 He said moreover, I have a word for

thee. And she said, Speak.

15 And he said. Thou well knowest tl^it

mine was the kingdom, and -that on me all

Israel had set their faces, that I should reign

;

nevertheless the kingdom was turned about,

and became my brother's; for from the Lord
was it (made) his.

16 And now there is one petition I am go-

ing to ask of thee, do not turn me away.
And she said unto him, Speak.

17 And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto

Solomon the king, (for he will not turn thee

away,) that he may give me Abishag the

Shunammite for wife.

18 And Bath-sheba' said, Well; I will

speak for thee unto the king.

19 Bath-sheba' thereupon Avent unto king

Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonij-ah

;

and the king rose up to meet her, and bowed
himself unto her, and then sat down on his

throne, and placed a chair for the king's

mother; and she sat on his right hand.

20 Then she said. There is one small peti-

tion I am going to ask of thee; do not turn

me away. And the king said unto her, Ask

not buried in the family scpulclirc at Hebron; but the

spiritual association after our decease. (Compare with

Dcut. xxxi. IG.)
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on, my mother; for I will not turn thee

away.
2i And she said, Let Abishag the Shu-

nammite be given to Adoniyah thy bi'other

for wife.

22 And king Solomon answered and said

unto his mother, And why dost thou ask

Abishag the Shunammite for Adoniyah?'

rather" ask for him the kingdom; for he

is my elder brother;—even for him, and for

Ebyathar the priest, and for Jolib the son of

Zeruyah.

23 ^ Then swore king Solomon by the

Lord, saying. May God do so to me, and
may he thus continue, if Adoniyah have not

spoken this word against his own life.

24 And now, as the Lord liveth, who hath

established me, and seated me on the throne

of David my father, and who hath made me
a house, as he hath spoken, this very day
shall Adoniyah be put to death.

25 And king Solomon sent by the hand''

of Bena3'ahu the son of Yehoyada'; and he
fell upon him that he died.

26 ^ And unto Ebyathar the priest said

the king. Go to 'Anathoth, unto thy own
fields ; for thou art a man worthy of death

;

but on this day will I not put thee to death;

because thou hast borne the ark of the Lord
Eternal Ijefore David my father, and because

thou wast afflicted in all wherein my father

'was afflicted.

27 So Solomon banished Ebyathar that he
should not be priest unto the Lord; to fulfil

the word of the Lord, which he had spoken
concerning the hou.se of 'Eli in Shiloh.'^

28 ^ And the report came to Joab; for

Joiib had turned after Adoniyah, though he
had not turned after Abshalom. And Joab
fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord, and
caught hold on the homs of the altar.

29 And it was told to king Solomon that

Joilb had fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord;
and that, behold, he was close by the altar.

* The demanding of the relict of David, though she

never was actually his wife, showed that Adoniyah enter-

tained some hopos of reaching the throne through her,

after the custom of the orientals. Solomon, therefore,

told his mother that she might as well have asked at

once to constitute Adoniyah as king, and bring back to

power his followers.
'' "Through the hand" means the message was sent by

Benayahu, who saw the decree executed.

Then sent Solomon Benayahu the son of

Yehoyada', saying. Go, fall upon him.

30 And Benayahu came to the tabernacle

of the Lord, and said unto liim. Thus saith

the king. Come forth. And he said. No; but

here will I die. And Benayahu brought the

king word again, saying, Thus hath Joab
spoken, and thus hath he answered me.

31 Then said the king unto him. Do as he
hath spoken, and fall upon him, and bury
him; and remove (thus) the innocent blood,

which Joiib hath shed, from me, and from the

house of my father.

32 And may the Lord bring back his

blood-guiltiness upon his own head, because

he fell upon two men more righteous and
better than he, and slew them with the

sword, while my father David knew it not.

Abner the son of Ner, the cajDtain of the

army of Israel, and 'Amassa the son of

Yether, the captain of the army of Judah.
33 And their blood shall i-eturn upon the

head of Joiib, and upon the head of his seed

for ever; but unto David, and unto his seed,

and unto his house, and unto his throne,

may there be peace for ever from the Lord.

34 So Benayahu the son of Yehoyada' went
up, and fell upon him, and slew him ; and he
was bui'ied in his own house in the wilder-

ness.

35 And the king appointed Benayahu the

son of Yehoyada' in his place over the army

;

and Zadok the priest did the king ajjpoint in

the place of Ebyathar.
36 T[ And the king sent and called for

Shim'i, and said unto him. Build thee a house
in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and thou shalt

not go forth there hither or thither.

37 And it shall be, that on the day thou
goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron,
thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt

surely die : thy blood shall be upon thy own
head.

38 And Shim'i said unto the king. It* is

° This was for having taken part with Adoniyah; but
by it a remarkable prophecy was fulfilled. God had told

'Eli (1 Sam. ii. 30-36) that the high-priesthood should
depart from his house : Ebyathar was the last high-priest

of Ithamar, of which family also was 'Eli the judge. Za-
dok, who succeeded, was of the family of Elazar; and by
this change the high-priesthood reverted to its ancient
channel.

* Lit. " the thing is good."
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•well; as my lord the king hath spoken, so

will thy servant do. And Shim'i dwelt in

Jerusalem many days.

39 ^f And it came to pass at the end of

three years, that two servants of Shim'i ran

away unto Achish the son of Ma'achah the

king of Gath ; and they told unto Shim'i, say-

ing, Behold, thy servants are in Gath.
40 And Shim'i arose, and saddled his ass,

and went to Gath to Achish to seek his ser-

vants; and Shim'i went, and brought his ser-

vants from Gath.

41 ^[ And it was told to Solomon that

Shim'i had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and
had returned.

42 And the king sent and called for Shim'i,

and said unto him. Did I not make thee swear
by the Lord, and warned thee, saying. On
the day thou goest out, and walkest abroad

hither or thither, know for certain that thou
shalt surely die ? and thou saidst unto me. It

is well, I have heard?"

43 Why then hast thou not kept the oath

of the Lord, and the commandment with
which I charged thee?

44 The king said moreover to Shim'i,

Thou well knowest all the wickedness of

which thy heart is conscious, that thou hast

done to David my father; and the Lord bring-

eth back thy wickedness upon thy own head;

45 But king Solomon will be blessed, and
the throne of David will be established before

the Lord for ever.

4G So the king commanded Benayahu the

«on of Yehoyada'; who went out, and fell

upon him, so that he died. And the kingdom
was established in the hand of Solomon.

CHAPTER in.

1 ^ And Solomon intermarried with Pha-
raoh the king of Egypt, and took the daughter

of Pharaoh, and brought her into the city of

David, until he had finished building his own
house, and the house of the Lord, and the

wall of Jerusalem round about.

2 But the people sacrificed still on the high-

places; because there was no house built unto

the name of the Lord, until those days.

3 ^[ And Solomon loved the Lord, walking
in the statutes of David his father; only that

* Hcrxlieimer,

heard the word."
800

'I obey." Philippson, "Well, I have

he sacrificed and burnt incense on the high-
places.

4 And the king went to Gib'on to sacrifice

there; for that was the great high-place: one
thousand burntroflferings did Solomon offer

upon that altar.

5 ^ In Gib'on the Lord appeared to Solo-

mon in a dream of the night : and God said,

Ask what I shall give thee.

6 And Solomon said. Thou hast sho^\Ti

unto thy servant David my father great kind-

ness, just as he walked before thee in truth,

and in righteousness, and in uprightness of

heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him
this great kindness, and thou hast given him
a son who sitteth on his throne, as it is this

day.

7 And now, Lord my God, thou hast

made thy servant king in the place of David
my father : and I am but a young lad; I know
not how to go out or come in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy
people Avhicli thou hast chosen, a great peo-

ple, that cannot be numbered nor counted for

multitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an understand-

ing heart to judge thy people, to discern be-

tween good and bad ; for who would (other-

wise) be able to judge this thy great** peo-

ple?

10 And the speech was pleasing in the

eyes of the Lord, that Solomon had asked*

this thing.

11 And God said unto him, Because thou
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for

thyself long life;" and hast not asked for thy-

self riches, nor hast asked the life of thy ene-

mies; but hast asked for thj^self discernment

to understand (how to give) judgment:
12 Behold, I have done according to thy

woi'ds; lo, I have given thee a wise and a
discerning heart; so that like unto thee there

was none before thee, nor after thee shall any
one arise like unto thee.

13 And also what thou hast not asked

have I given thee, both riches, and honour

:

so that like unto thee there shall not have
been any one among the kings all thy days.

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to

keeji my statutes and my commandments, as

"" After Jonathan.
' troublesome."

. Arnhcim, "powerful;" Rashi,
* Heb. "many days."
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thy father David did walk, then will I

len<rtlicn thy days.

15 ^ And Solomon awoke, and, behold, it

was a dream; and he went to Jerusalem, and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the

Lord, and offered up bumt-oflerings, and pre-

pared peace-oflferings, and made a feast to all

his seri'ants.

16 Tl Then came there two women, that

were harlots unto the king and placed them-
selves before him.

17 And the one woman said, Pardon, my
lord, I and this woman dwell in one house

;

and I was delivered of a child with her in

the house.

18 And it came to pass on the third day
after I was delivered, that also this woman
was delivered: and we were together, there

was no stranger ^vith us in the house, only

we two were in the house.

19 And this woman's son died in the night;

because she had overlaid him.

20 And she arose in the midst of the night,

and took my son from beside me, while thy
handmaid slept, and laid him in her bosom,
and her dead son she laid in my bosom.

21 And when I rose in the morning to give

my son suck, behold, he was dead ; but when
I looked at him carefully in the morning, be-

hold, it was not my son, whom I had born.

22 And the other woman said. It is not so;'

my son is the living one, and thy son is the

dead ; and this one said. It is not so ; thy son

is the dead, and my son is the living; thus

they spoke before the king.

23 Then said the king. This one saith. This

is my son that liveth, and thy son is dead

:

and the other saith. It is not so ; thy son is

the dead, and my son is the living.

24 And the king said, Fetch me a sword;
and they brought the sword before the king.

25 And the king said. Hew the living child

in two, and give the one half to one, and the

other half to the other.

26 Then spoke the woman whose son was
the living unto the kmg, for her love'' had
become enkindled for her son, and she said,

pardon, my lord, give her the living child, and
only do not slay it; but the other said,

Neither mine nor thine shall it be, hew it

asunder.

After Jonathan; others, " No ; but," &c.

27 The king then answered and said, Give
her the living child, and do not slay it : she is

its mother.

28 And when all Israel heard of the judg-

ment which the king had given,' they feared

the king; for they saw that the wisdom of

God was in him, to exercise justice.

CHAPTER IV.

1 Thus was king Solomon king over all

Israel.

2 ^ And these were the princes whom
he had; 'Azaryahu the son of Zadok the
priest

;

3 Elichoreph and Achiyah, the sons of
Shisha, scribes ; Jehoshaphat the son of Achi-
lud, the recorder;

4 And Benayahu the son of Yehoyada'
over the army; and Zadok and Ebyathar
priests

;

5 And Azaryahu the son of Nathan was
over the superintendents; and Zabud the son
of Nathan was an officer of state and the

king's friend;

6 And Achishar was over the household

:

and Adoniram the son of 'Abda was over the

tribute.

7 T[ And Solomon had twelve superintend-

ents over all Israel, who provided for the king
and his household: one month in the year
had the particular man to procure provisions.

8 And these are their names : Benchur on
the mountain of Ephraim

;

9 Ben-deker, in Makaz, and in Sha'albim,

and Beth-shemesh, and Elom-bcth-chanan;
10 Ben-chessed, in Arubboth; to him per-

tained Sochoh and all the land of Chepher

;

11 Ben-abinadab, in all the district of Dor;
who had Taphath the daughter of Solomon
for wife;

12 ^ Ba'ana the son of Achilud in Ta'a-

nach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which
is b}^ Zarethanah beneath Yizre'el, from Beth-

shean to Abel-mecholah, as far as beyond Yok-
ne'am

;

13 ^ Ben-geber, in Eamoth-gil'ad ; to him
pertained the villages of Ya'ir the son of Me-
nasseh, which are in Gil'ad; to him also per-

tained the region of Argob, which is in Ba-
shan, sixty great cities with walls and brazen

bars

;

Lit. "mercy." Lit. "judged."
391
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14 ^ Achinadab the son of 'Iddo in Mar-

clianayim;

15 '^ Achima'az in Naphtali; he also took

Bahsemath the daughter of Solomon for wife;

IG ^f Ba'anah the son of Chushai in Asher
and in Be'aloth;

17 ^[ Jehoshaphat the son of Paruach, in

Issachar;

18 ^f Shim'i the son of Ela, in Benjamin;
19 *\] Geber the son of Uri in the country

of Gil'ad, the country of Sichon the king
of the Emorites, and of 'Og the king of Bar

shan; besides* the one superintendent who
was in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were numerous, as

the sand which is by the sea in multitude;

and they ate and drank, and made merry.

CHAPTER V.

1*" And Solomon w^as ruling over all the

kingdoms, from the river unto the land of the

Philistines, and as far as the boundary of

Egypt, which brought presents, and served

Solomon all the days of his life.

2 ^ And Solomon's provision for one day
was thirty kors" of fine flour, and sixty kors

of meal,

3 Ten fatted oxen, and twenty pasture

oxen, and a hundred sheep, besides harts, and
roebucks, and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.

4 For he had dominion over all the region

on this side the river, from Thiphsach even to

'Azzah, over all the kings on this side the

river: and he had peace on all sides round
about him.

5 And Judah and Israel dwelt in safety,

every man under his vine and under his fig-

tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba', all the

days of Solomon.

Tl And Solomon had forty thousand stalls

for the horses for his chariots, and twelve
thousand horsemen.

7 And those superintendents provided for

king Solomon, and for all that came near
unto king Solomon's table, every man in his

month ; they let nothing be wanting.

8 The barley also and the straw for the

* llasbi. There is a doubt concerning this officer;

some suppose it refers to'Azaryabu, sou of Nathan, (ver. 5,)

and others, to a thirteenth officer not named, wlio had to

furnish supplies in the thirteenth month of a leap-year.
'' The English version commences chapter v. only at

our verse 1.5.

892

horses and the runners* did they bring unto
the place where he might be, every man ac-

cording to his prescription.

9 ^ And God gave unto Solomon wisdom
and understanding exceedingly much, and
largeness" of heart, even as the sand that is

on the searshore.

10 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the

wisdom of all the children of the east coun-

try, and all the wisdom of Egypt.

11 And he was wiser than all men; than
Ethan the Ezrachite, and Heman, and Kal-

kol, and Darda', the sons of Machol : and his

name was (spread) among all the nations

round about.

12 And he spoke three thousand proverbs;

and his songs were a thousand and five.

13 And he spoke concerning the trees,

from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon even
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the

wall; he spoke also concerning beasts, and
concerning fowl, and concerning creeping

things, and concerning fishes.

14 And men came from all the people to hear
the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of

the earth, who had heard of his wisdom.
15 ][ And Hiram' the king of Tyre sent

his servants unto Solomon ; for he had heard
that they had anointed him king in the room
of his father; for Hiram had all the time been
a lover of David.

16 ^ And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

1 7 Thou well knowest of David my f;\ther,

tli.at he was not able to build a house inito the

name of the Lord his God, on account of the

war wherewith his enemies encompassed him,

until the Lord had put them imder the soles

of his feet.

18 But now hath the Lord my God given

me rest on every side, there is neither adver-

sary nor evil hinderance.

19 And, behold, I purpose to build a house

unto the name of the Lord my God, as the

Lord hath .spoken unto David my father, say-

ing. Thy son, whom I will place in thy room
upon thy throne, he it is that shall build the

house unto my name.

° A certain measure, said to be about 9 J Prussian

bushels, or about 14} imperial ones.
'' A species of fleet horses. Others render, "dromeda-

ries."

• t. e. "Extensive knowledge."
' Correctly, Chiram.
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20 And now command thou that they how
me cedar-trees out of Lebanon; and my ser-

vants shall be with thy servants: and the

wages of thy servants will I give unto thee in

accordance with all that thou wilt say; for

thou well knowest that there is not among us

a man that hath the skill to hew timber like

unto the Zidoniaus.

21 ^ And it came to pass, when Hiram
heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced

greatly; and he said, Blessed be the Lord
this day, Avho hath given unto David a wise

son over this numerous people.

22 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I

liave heard what thou hast sent to me for: I

will gladly execute all thy desire in respect

of timber of cedar, and in respect of timber

of fir.

23 My servants shall bring them down
from the Lebanon unto the sea : and I will

convey them by sea in tloats unto the place

of which thou wilt send me word, and I will

cause them to be taken apart there, and thou

shalt take them away; and thou shalt accom-

plish my desire, in giving the food for my
household.

24 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trees and
fir-trees, all his desire.

25 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thou-

sand kors of wheat as provision for his house-

hold, and twenty kors of beaten oil : thus did

Solomon give to Hiram year by year.

26 1[ And the Lord gave wisdom unto So-

lomon, as he had spoken to him; and there

-svas peace between Hiram and Solomon; and
they made a covenant with each other.

27 And king Solomon raised a levy out of

all Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand
men.

28 And he sent them into the Lebanon, ten

thousand in each month by turns ; one month
they used to be in the Lebanon, two months
at home : and Adoniram was over the levy.

29 T[ And there belonged to Solomon
seventy thousand bearers of burdens, and
eighty thousand stone-cutters in the moun-
tains

;

30 Besides the chiefs who" were appointed

• Others, "the chiefs of Solomon's officers who were."
' J. e. Commenced to build.

° Wesseli renders, "windows transparent when closed,"

or "glass windows." Jonathan, "narrow without and
wide within."

2Z

by Solomon over the work, three thousand
and three hundred, who ruled over the people

that wrought on the work.

31 And when the king commanded, they
quarried out great stones, heavy stones, to

lay the foundation of the house, and hewn
stones.

32 And the builders of Solomon, and the

builders of Hiram, and the Giblites hewed
them; and so they prepared the wood and
the stones to build the house.

CHAPTER VI.

1 T[ And it came to pass, in the four hun-
dred and eightieth year after the going forth

of the children of Israel out of the land of

Egypt, in the fourth year, in the month Ziv,

which is the second month, of the reign of

Solomon over Israel, that he built'' the house
unto the Lord.

2 And the house which king Solomon built

unto the Lord, was sixty cubits in length,

and twenty in breadth, and thirty cubits in

height.

3 And the porch before the temple of the

house, was twenty cubits in length, in front

of the breadth of the house ; and ten cubits

in breadth at the east side of the house.

4 And he made for the house windows wide
without and narrow within."

5 And he built on the wall of the house a
gallery round about, on the walls of the house
round about, of the temple and of the most
holy place : and he made side-chambers round
about.

6 The nethermost gallery was fi^'e cubits

in breadth, and the middle was six cubits in

breadth, and the third was seven cubits in

breadth; for projections'* had he made to the

house round about on the outside, so as to

fasten nothing in the walls of the house.

7 And the house, when it was in building,

was built of entire stones as they had been
prepared at the quarry : so that neither ham-
mer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard
in the house, while it was in building.

8 The door for the middle" (gallery) side-

chamber was in the right side of tl\e house

:

'' Lit. nij'ljo means "diminutions," i'. c. the wall dimi-
nished in thickness one cubit each at the end of the first

and second stories, on which projection thus formed the

beams of the galleries were laid.

° Jonathan renders, " the lowermost gallery."
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and with winding stairs they went up into

the middle chamber, and out of the middle

into the third.

9 So he built the house, and finished it;

and covered the house with hollow tiles,* and

with'' boards of cedar.

10 And he built the gallery against all the

hou.se, (each) five cubits in height; and it

was fastened on to the house with timber of

cedar."

11 Tl And the Avord of the Lord came to

Solomon, saying,

12 This house which thou art building—if

thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute

my ordinances, and keep all my command-
ments to walk in them : then will I perform

my word with thee, which I have spoken

unto David thy father.

13 And I will dwell in the midst of the

children of Israel, and I will not forsake my
people Israel.

14 •[[ So did Solomon build the house, and
finish it.

1

5

And he built the walls of the house within

with boards of cedar ; from the iloor of the house

to where the walls touched the ceiling did he

ovei'lay it on the inside with wood ; and he over-

laid the tloor of the house with boards of fir.

IG And he built the twenty cubits on the

lower side of the house with boards of cedar,

from the floor to the battlements; and he built

it within, for the debir,'' for the holy of

holies.

17 And the house, that is, the temple be-

fore it, was forty cubits long.

18 And the cedar on the house within was
carved with colocynths and opening llowers

:

all w.as cedar, no stone was seen.

19 And the deljir in the house within did

he prepare, to set therein the ark of the cove-

nant of the Lord.

20 And the interior of the debir was
twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits in

breadtli, and twenty cubits was its height:

' Rashi. Otliers, "narrow boards or slats," or "shin-

gles of C3'prcss."

' Arnhcim, from iiD "order," i. c. of columns, "and
the colunftiar-liall with cedar-wood." Pbilippson, "and
he covered the house with slats, and beams of cedar."

" Ila.shi, "and he fa.stened the house," &c. Pbilipp-

son, "and ho encased the house," &o. Our version is

after llalbag.

' T3T can scarcely be translated except with the harsh ex-
804

and he overlaid it with pure gold ; and he
overlaid the altar with cedar-wood.

21 And Solomon overlaid the house within

with pui'e gold : and he barred by means of

chains of gold the front of the debir; and he

overlaid it with gold.

22 And the wliole house he overlaid with

gold, until all the house was finished: also

the whole altar that was before the debir did

he overlay with gold.

23 And within the debir he made two
cherubims of oleaster-wood,' each ten cubits

high.

2-4 And five cubits was the one wing of

the cherub, and five cubits the other wing of

the cherub; (there were) ten cubits from the

uttermost part of the one wing unto the utter-

most i)art of the other.

25 And the other cherub was also ten cu-

bits ; both the cherubim were of one measure

and one form.

26 The height of the one cherub was ten

cubits, and so that of the other cherub.

27 And he set the cherubim within the

innermost part of the house : and they spread

forth the wings of the cherubim, so that the

wing of the one touched the one wall, and the

wang of the other cherub touched the other

wall; and their wings toward the middle of

the house touched one another.

28 And he overlaid the cherubim with

gold.

29 And on all the wall of the house round

about he carved figures of cherubim and
palm-ti-ees and opening flowers, in the debir

and in the temple.

30 And the floor of the house he overlaid

with gold for the debir and for the temple.

31 And for the entrance of the debir he

made doors of oleaster-wood : the lintel with

the side-posts forming five sides.

32 And also upon the two doors of oleastei'-

wood ho carved figures of cherubim and palm-

trees and opening flowei's, and overlaid them

pression, "speaking-place, the spot for revealing;" where-

fore we have left it, with Hcrxhcimer, untranslated. The
English version has "oracle," evidently not a good word.

' {. e. The wild olive. Lit. "oil-trees;" but Jonathan,
" olive-trees."

' After Rashi, who explains that the lintel was not

straight, but formed an angle : hence the base and side-

po.sts with the lintel formed ft pentagon, or five-sided

opening A.
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with gold, and spread the gold by beating

upon the cherubim, and upon the palm-trees.

33 So also made he for the entrance of the

temple posts of oleaster-wood in shape of a

square

;

34 And two doors of fii'-wood: the one

door having two leaves, which were folding,

and the other door having two leaves which
were folding."

35 And he carved thereon cherubim and
palm-trees and opening llowers : and he over-

laid them with gold fitting upon the carved

work.

36 And he built the inner court of three

rows of hewn stone, and one row of cedar

beams.

37 In the fourth year was the foundation

of the house of the Lord laid, in the month
Ziv:

38 And in the eleventh year, in the month
Bui, which is the eighth month, was the

house finished throughout all its parts, and
according to all its requirements. So was he
building it seven years.

CHAPTER VII.

1 But his own house was Solomon build-

ing thirteen years, and then he finished all

his house.

2 lie built also the house of the forest of

Lebanon; a hundred cubits was its length,

and fifty cubits was its breadth, and thirty

cul)its was its height, upon four rows of cedar

2:)illars, with cedar beams upon the pillars.

3 And it was covered with cedar above
over the beams,** that lay on the forty-five

pillars, fifteen in a row.

4 And there were window-spaces in three

rows, and windows were opposite each other

in three ranks.

5 And all the entrances and door-posts

formed a square in sha2)e: and windows were
opposite windows in three ranks.

6 And he made a porch of pillars; fifty

cubits was its length, and thirty cubits its

breadth ; and the porch was before them : and
the other pillars with an entablature" before

them.

* D'VSj lit. " revolving," i. c. on their own hinges.
' Some render, " above the chambers which rested on

the pillars, which chambers were forty-five," &c.
° PhilippsoD, " and the porch was in front, also columns

and a stairway in front." But 3^' is considered by the

7 Then he made a porch for the throne
where he might judge, the porch of judg-
ment: and it was covered with cedar from
one side of the floor to the other.

8 And his house where he dwelt in another
court within the porch, was of the like work

;

and Solomon made also a house for Pharaoh's
daughter, Avhom he had taken for wife, like

unto this porch.

9 All these were of- heavy stones, hewn
after a fixed measure, sawed Avith the saw
inside and outside, even from the foundation
unto the coping, and from the outside unto
the great court.

10 And the foundation Avas of heavy
stones, large stones, stones of ten cubits, and
stones of eight cubits.

11 And above were heavy stones, heAvn
after a fixed measure, and cedars.

12 And the great court round about was
of three rows of hewn stones, and one row of
cedar beams, both for the inner court of the
house of the Lord, and for the porch of the
house.

13 ][ And king Solomon sent and fetched
Hiram out of Tyre.

14 He Avas the son of a AvidoAV of the tribe

of Naphtali, and his father was a man of
Tyre, a Avorker in copper : and he was filled

Avith Avisdom, and understanding, and knoAv-
ledge, to make every Avoi'k in copper; and
he came to king Solomon, and did all his

Avork.

15 And he cast the tAvo pillars of copper,

eighteen cubits Avas the height of the one pil-

lar;'' and a line of tAvelve. cubits did encom-
pass the second pillar.

16 And he made two capitals, to set upon
the tops of the pillars of molten copper; five

cubits was the height of the one capital, and
five cubits Avas the height of the other capital

;

17 And nets of checker-AA'ork, and wreaths
of chain-Avork, for the capitals Avhich were
upon the top of the pillars ; se\'en for the one
capital, and seven for the other cajiital.

18 And he made the pillars, so that tAvo

rows of pomegranates Avere round about upon
the one net-work, to cover the capitals that

Rabbins as thick beams, forming cornices over the columns,
as rendered here.

'' The height is given of one pillar, and the circumfe-
rence of the other; though both were alike.
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were upon the top : and the same he made
for the other capital.

19 And the capitals, that were upon the

top of the jjillar.-*, furnished with lily-work,

(as) tho.se in the porch, were four cuhits.

20 And the capitals" upon the two pillars

rose also above, close by the rounding which

was on the side of the net-work: and the

pomegranates were two hundred, in rows

round about, upon either'' capital.

21 And he set up the pillars for the porch

of the temple; and he .set up the right pillar,

and called its name Yachin; and he set up the

left pillar, and called its name Boilz.

22 And upon the top of the pillars there

Avas lily-work ; and so was finished the work
of the pillars.

23 ^ And he made the molten sea, ten

cubits from the one brim to the other, rounded

all about, and it was five cubits in height

:

and a line of thirty cubits did encompass it

round about.

24 And colocynth-shaped knobs were under

its brim round about encompassing it, ten in

a cubit, encircling the sea round about; the

colocynths were in two row.s, and were cast

(with it) when it was cast.

2-3 It was standing upon twelve oxen,

three looking toward the north, and three

looking toward the west, and three looking

toward the south, and three looking toward

the east; and the sea was resting above upon
them, and all their hinder parts were inward.

2G And its thickness was a hand's breadth,

and its l^rim was wrought like the brim of a

cup, with lily-buds: it could contain two
thousand baths.

27 ^[ And he made ten bases of copper:

four cubits was the length of each one base,

and four cubits its breadth, and three cubits

its height.

28 And this was the workman.ship of the

bases : they had borders, and the borders were
between the corner ledges;

29 And on the borders that were between

* This verse is translated by others freely to explain

the obscurity: "The two hundred pomegranates hung in

two rows around the capitals, to wit, (one row) above, and

(another row) below the centre, around which was the

net-work." Our version seems to indicate the same, that

the capitals rose above the ornaments which covered them
in the centre. ' Rashi.

" Rashi renders p " there was a pedestal above," viz.

for the laver to rest on.
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the ledges were lions, oxen, and cherubim;

and upon the corner ledges it was thus also"

above; and likewise beneath the lions and
oxen were pendant wreaths of plated work.**

30 And every base had four copper wheels,

and axles ofcopper; and its four comers had un-

dersetters : under the laver were the underset-

ters cast on ; at the side of each were pendants.

31 And its mouth" was within the capital

and above a cubit in height; but the mouth of

this was rounded after the work of the base, a

cubit and a half-cubit; and also upon its mouth
were carvings ; and their borders were square,

not rounded.

32 And the four wheels were under the

borders ; and the axletrees of the wheels were
joined to the base : and the height of each

one wheel was a cubit and a half cubit.

33 And the workmanship of the wheels

was like the workmanship of a chariot^wheel

:

their axletrees, and their naves,' and their

felloes, and their spokes, were all cast.

34 And there were four undersetters to the

four corners of each one base; the underset-

ters w^ere of one piece with the base itself.

35 And on the top of the base was a

rounded compass of half a cubit high: and
on the top of the base were its side-ledges

;

and its borders were of one piece with itself.

3G And he engraved on the plates of its

side-ledges and on its borders, cherubim,

lions, and palm-trees; and in the open space

of every one were pendant wreaths^ round

about.

37 After this manner did he make the ten

bases: one casting, one measure, one form,

was there for all of them.

38 Tl Then made he ten lavers of copper;

forty baths could each one laver contain;

every laver was four cubits: each one laver

was upon each one base of the ten bases.

39 And he put the bases, five on the right

side of the house, and five on the left side of

the house: and the sea he set on the right

side of the house eastward opposite'' the south.

* Philippson, " Also beneath were oxen and lions sol-

dered on, of plated work;" rivS thus, after Jonathan,

"fastened on."
"

i'. c. Of the laver which rested on the base.

' Sachs, and others, "felloes, spokes, and naves."

« Sachs. Philippson, "And he engraved on the tables

^-cherubim, &c., according to the space of each, and they

were then soldered on," &c. (nvS as above, v. 29.)
''

t. c. South-easterly.
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40 *[[ And Hiram made the lavers, and
the shovels, and the basins; so Hiram made
an end of doing all the Avork that he made
for king Solomon for the house of the

Lord:
41 The two pillars, and the two bowl-

shaped capitals that were on the top of the

two pillars; and the two net-works, to cover

the two bowl-shaped capitals which were
upon the top of the pillars;

42 And the four hundred pomegranates for

the two net-works, two rows of pomegranates
for each one net-work, to cover the two bowl-

shaped capitals that were upon the front" of

the pillars;

43 And the ten bases, and the ten lavers

upon the bases;

44 And the one sea, and the twelve oxen
under the sea;

45 And the pots, and the shovels, and the

basins; and all these vessels, which Hiram had
made for king Solomon for the house of the

Lord, were of polished copper.

46 In the plain of the Jordan did the king
cast them, in the clay-ground*" between Suc-

coth and Zarethan.

47 And Solomon set down all the vessels

(unweighed,) because they were exceedingly

many; the weight of the copper was not in-

quired into.

48 And Solomon made all the vessels that

pertained unto the house of the Lord: the
altar of gold, and the table whereupon the

show-bread was, of gold,

49 And the candlesticks, five on the right

side, and tive on the left, before the debir, of

pure gold, with the flowers, and the lamps,

and the tongs of gold,

50 And the bowls, and the knives," and
the basins, and the spoons, and the censers

of pure gold ; and the hinges, for the doors of

the inner house, for the holy of holies, for the

doors of the house, and for the temple, (were)

of gold.

51 T[ And so w\is ended all the woi'k that

king Solomon made for the house of the Lord
;

and Solomon brought in the things sanctified

by David his father, the silver, and the gold.

• Meaning, which were visible when in front.
'' Lit. "in thick" or "solid earth."

' Rendered "the most holj- place," in v. 5.

^ Eng. ver. "snuffers." Kashi supposes nnoio and

nijJD to be particular musical instruments.

and the vessels, (and) he placed (these) in

the treasuries of the house of the Lord.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 T[ Then did Solomon assemble the elders

of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the

princes of the divisions of the children of Is-

rael, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring

up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of

the city of David, which is Zion.

2 And all the men of Israel assembled
themselves unto king Solomon at the feast**

in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month.

3 And all the elders of Israel came, and
the priests took up the ark.

4 And they brought up the ark of the
Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation,

and all the holy vessels that were in the taber-

nacle; even these did the priests and the Le-

vites bring up.

5 And king Solomon, and all the congre-

gation of Israel, that were assembled unto
him, wei'e with him before the ark, sacrificing

sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor
numbered for multitude.

6 And the priests brought in the ark of

the covenant of the Lord unto its place, into

the debir of the house, into the most holy
place, under the wings of the cherubim.

7 For the cherubim spread forth their

wings over the place of the ark, and the

cherubim covered the ark and its staves from
above.

8 And they had made the staves so long,

that the ends of the staves were seen out in

the holy place in the front of the debir, but
they were not seen without;* and they have
remained there until this day.

9 There was nothing in the ark save the

two tables of stone, which Moses had placed

therein at Horeb, where the Lord made a

covenant with the children of Israel, when
they came out of the land of Egypt.

10 And it came to pass, when the priests

were come out of the holy place, that the

cloud filled the house of the Lord;
11 And the priests were not able to stand

" The Feast of Tabernacles, celebrated in the month of

Tishry, formerly Ethanim.
' The staves which Moses had made to carry the ark,

had been made longer than before, and they just touched

the curtain, so as to be merely perceptible on the outside.
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to minister because of tlio cloud; for the

glory of the Lord had filled the house of the

Lord.

12 ^ Then said Solomon, The Lord said

that he would dwell in the thick darkness.

13 1 have indeed built a dwelling-house for

thee, a settled place for thy abode for ever.

14 And the king turned his fi\ce about,

and blessed all the congregation of Israel;

and all the congregation of Israel was stand-
j

ing;

15 And he said, Blessed be the Lord, the

God of Israel, who spoke with his mouth unto

David my father, and hath with his hand ful-

filled it, when he said,
j

10 Since the day that I brought forth my
j

people Israel out of Egypt, I did not make
choice of any city out of all the tribes of Israel

to build a house, that my name might be

therein ; but I made choice of David to be

over my people Israel.
j

17 And it was in the heart of David my
|

father to build a house for the name of the

Lord, the God of Israel.

18 But the Lord said unto David my father,

Whereas it was in thy heart to build a house

unto my name, thou didst well that it was in

thy heart:

19 Nevertheless, thou shalt not thyself

build the house;, but thy son that shall come
forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house

unto my name.
20 And the Lord hath fulfilled his word

that he hath spoken; and I am risen up in

the room of David my father, and I sit on the

throne of Israel, as the Lord hath sjioken,

and I have l:)uilt the house for the name of

the Lord the God of Israel.

21 And 1 have a.ssigned there a place for

the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord,

which he made with our fathers, when he

brought them forth out of the land of Egypt.

22 ^1 And Solomon now placed himself be-

fore the altar of the Lord in the presence of

all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth

his hands toward heaven;

23 And he said, O Lord, the God of Israel,

there is no god like thee, in the heavens

above, and on the earth beneath, thou who
keepest the covenant and the kindness for

thy servants that walk before thee with all

their heart;

24 Who hast kept for thy servant David
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my father all that thou hadst promised him;
and thou spokest with thy mouth, and hast

fulfilled it with thy hand, as it is this day.

25 And now, Lord, the God of Israel,

keep for thy servant David my father what
thou hast spoke concerning him, saying. There
shall never fail thee a man in my sight who
sitteth on the throne of Israel ; if thy chil-

dren but take heed to their way, to walk be-

fore me as thou hast walked before me.

2G And now, God of Israel, I pray thee,

let thy word be verified, which thou hast

spoken inito thy servant David my father.

27 For in truth will God then dwell on the

earth? behold, the heavens and the heavens

of heavens cannot contain thee; how much
less then this house that I have built!

28 Yet wilt thou {Virn thy regard unto the

prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication,

Lord my God, to listen unto the entreaty

and unto the prayer, which thy servant pray-

etli before thee to-day;

29 That thy eyes may be open toward

this house night and day, toward the place

of which thou hast said. My name shall be

there ; that thou mayest listen unto the prayer

which thy servant shall pray at this place.

30 And listen thou to the supplication of

thy servant, and of thy people Israel, which

they will pray at this place: and oh, do

thou hear in heaven thy dwelling-place; and
hear, and forgive.

81 If any man trespass against his neigh-

bour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause

him to swear, and the oath come before thy

altar in this house

:

82 Then do thou hear in heaven, and act,

and judge thy servants, by condemning the

wicked, to bring his way upon his head ; and

by justifying the righteous, to give him ac-

cording to his righteousness.

33 T[ When thy people Israel are struck

down liefore the enemy, because they have

sinned against thee, and they return then to

thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and

make supplication imto thee in this house

:

34 Then do thou hear in heaven, and for-

give the sin of thy peoi)le Israel, and cause

them to return unto the land which thou hast

given unto their fixthers.

35 ^1 When the heavens be shut up, and

there be no rain, because they have sinned

against thee, and they pray toward this place,
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and confess thy name, and turn from their

sin, because thou hast" afflicted them

:

36 Then do thou hear in heaven, and for-

give the sin of thy servants, and of thy people

Israel, for'' thou Avilt teach them the good way
wherein they should walk ; and give then rain

upon thy land, Avhich thou hast given to thy

people for an inheritance.

37 ^ If there be famine in the land, if

there be pestilence, blasting, mildew, or if

there be locust, caterpillar, if their enemy
besiege them in the land in their gates; at

whatsoever jjlague, whatsoever sickness

;

38 What prayer and supplication- soever

be made by any man,"" of all thy people Is-

rael, when they shall be conscious every

man of the plague of his own heart, and he

then spi'ead forth his hands toward this

house

:

39 Then do thou hear in heaven the place

of thy dwelling, and forgive, and act, and give

to every man in accordance with all his ways,

as thou mayest know his heart; for thou, thy-

self alone, knowest the heart of all the chil-

dren of men

;

40 In order that they may fear thee all

the days that they live on the face of the

land which thou hast given unto our fathers.

41 But also to the stranger, who is not of

thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far-off

country for the sake of thy name;
42 For they will hear of thy great name,

and of thy strong hand, and of thy out-

stretched arm; when he will come and pray
at* this house

:

43 Mayest thou listen in heaven the place

of iky dwelling, and do according to all that

the stranger will call on thee for; in order

that all the nations of the earth may know
thy name, to fear thee, as (do) thy people

Israel; and that they may understand that

this house, which I have built, is called by
thy name.''

44 *[\ If thy people go out to battle against

their enemy, on the way on which thou may-
est send them, and they do pray unto the

Lord in the direction of the city which thou

" Jonathan, "because thou wilt accept their prayers,"

taking Ui),'r\ as derived from n:i', "to answer prayer."
^ Others, " after thou hast taught them," &c.
" Redak, "be it one man, or all thy people Israel."
'' After Jonathan; though from the context we have

rendered S.s at times, with "at" in this passage. But the

hast cho.sen, and of the house that I have
built for thy name

:

45 Then hear thou in heaven their pi'ayer

and their supplication, and procure them ju.s-

tice.'

46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no
man that may not sin,) and thou be angry
with them, and give them up before the

enemy, so that their cajjtors carry them away
captive unto the land of the enemy, (be it) far

or near;

4 7 And if they then take it to their heart

in the land whither they have been carried

captive, and repent, and make supplication

unto thee in the land of their captors, say-

ing, We have sinned, and have committed ini-

quity, we have acted wickedly;

48 And they return unto thee with all

their heart, and with all their soul, in the

land of their enemies, who have led them
away captive, and they pray unto thee in the

direction of their land, which thou hast given

unto their fathers, of the city which thou

hast chosen, and of the house which I have
built for thy name

:

49 Then hear thou in heaven the place of

thy dAvelling their prayer and their supplica^

tion, and procure them justice;

50 And forgive thy people for what they

have sinned against thee, and all their trans-

gressions whereby they have transgressed

against thee, and cause them to find mercy
before their captors, that they may have
mercy on them;

51 For they are thy people, and thy heri-

tage, Avhom thou hast brought forth out of

Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace

;

52 That thy eyes may be open unto the

supplication of thy servant, and unto the sup-

plication of thy people Israel, to listen unto

them in all for which they call unto thee.

53 For thou hast separated them unto thee

as a heritage from all the people of the

earth, as thou spokest by the hand of Moses

thy servant, when thou broughtest forth our

fathers out of Egypt, Lord Eternal.

54 ][ And it happened, that when Solomon

word has been chosen no doubt purposely, to denote that

prayer should be said toxcard the sanctuary, if it should

not be possible to pray in it.

' Heb. " thy name is called upon this house."
' Arnheim, "do for them what they need." (See also

V. 49.)
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had made an end of praying all this prayer

and supplication unto the Lokd, he arose from

before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on

his knees with his hands spread out toward

heaven.

55 And he stood up, and blessed all the

congregation of Israel with a loud voice, say-

ing,

56 Blessed be the Lord, who hath given

rest unto his people Israel, in accordance with
all that he hath spoken: (so that) there hath
not failed one word of all his good promises,

which he spoke by the hand of Moses his

servant.

57 The Lord our God be with us, as he
was with our ftxthers; oh may he not leave

us, nor forsake us;

58 That he may incline our heart unto

him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his

commandments, and his statutes, and his

ordinances, Avliich he commanded our fathers.

59 And may these my words, wherewith I

have made supplication before the Lord, be

nigh unto the Lord our God day and night,

that he may maintain the cause of his servant,

and the cause of his people Israel in their

daily requirements;'

GO In order that all the nations of the

earth may know that the Lord is the (true)

God, and none else.

01 Let your heart therefore be entire with
the Lord our God, to walk in his statutes,

and to keep his commandments, as at this

day.

62 And the king, and all Israel with him,
offered sacrifices l)elbre the Lord.

63 And Solomon offered (as) the saci'ifice

of peace-offering, which he offered unto the
Lord, .two and twenty thousand oxen, and a
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. And
thus did the king and all the children of Israel

dedicate the house of the Lord.
64 On the same day did the king hallow

the interior of the court that was before the

house of the Lord ; for he prepared there the

burnt-offerings, and the meat-olferings, and the

fat of the peace-offerings ; because the copper
altar that was before tlie Lord was too small
to contain the burnt-offerings, and the meat-
offerings, and the fat of the jjcace-offerings.

65 And Solomon held at that time the

feast,** and all Israel with him, a great assem-
bly, from the entrance of Chamath nnto the
river of Egypt, before the Lord our God,
seven days and seven days, even fourteen

days.

66 On the eighth day he dismissed the peo-

ple; and they blessed the king; and they went
unto their tents joyful and glad of heart be-

cause of all the good that the Lord had done
for David his servant, and for Israel his people.

CHAPTER IX.

1 And it came to pass, when Solomon had
finished building the house of the Lord, and
the king's house, and all Solomon's desire

which he was pleased to execute

:

2 ^ That the Lord appeared to Solomon
the second time, as he had appeared unto
him at Gib'on.

3 And the Lord said unto him, I have
heard thy prayer and thy supj^lication, that

thou hast offered before me ; I have hallowed
this house, which thou hast built, to put my
name there for ever; and my eyes and my
heart shall be there at all times.

4 And as for thee, if thou Avilt walk before

me, as David thy father walked, in integrity

of heart, and in rectitude, to do in accoi'dance

with all that I have commanded thee, and
wilt keep my statutes and my ordinances :

5 Then will I establish the throne of thy
kingdom over Israel for ever; as I have spoken
concerning David thy father, saying. There
shall never fail thee a man upon" the throne

of Israel.

6 But if ye will at all turn away, ye or

your children, from following me, and will

not keep my commandments (and) my sta-

tutes which I have set before you, and go and
serve other gods, and bow down to them

:

7 Then will I cut off Israel from the Ihce

of the land which I have given them; and
the house, which I have hallowed unto my
name, will I cast away from my sight; and
Israel shall be a proverb and a by-word among
all the nations;

8 And at this house, which should be so ex-

alted, every one that passeth by it shall be
astonished, and shall hiss; and men will say.

Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land,

and unto this house?

* Hcb. "tho thing of a day on its day." ^ t. e. Of tabernacles. Lit. "from."
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9 And they shall say, For the cause that

they forsook the Lord their God, who had
brought forth their fiithers out of the land of

Egypt, and took hold of other gods, and bow-

ed down to them, and served them ; therefore

hath the Lord brought upon them all this

evil.

10 T[ And it came to pass at the end of

twenty years, when Solomon had built the

two houses, the house of the Lord, and the

king's house,

11 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had sup-

plied Solomon with cedar-trees and fir-trees,

and with gold, according to all his desire,)

that king Solomon then gave to Hiram
twenty cities in the land of Galilee.

12 And Hiram came out from Tyre to see

the cities which Solomon had given him; but

they were not right in his eyes.

13 And he said. What kind of cities are

these which thou hast given me, my brother?

And he called them, The land of Cabul, until

this day.

14 ^ And Hiram sent to the king one hun-

dred and twenty talents of gold.

15 And this is the manner of the levy

which king Solomon raised, to build the

house of the Lord, and his own house, and
the Millo," and the wall of Jerusalem, and
Chazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer.

16 (Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up,

and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and
slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city,

and given it as a marriage-present unto his

daughter, Solomon's wife.

17 And Solomon built Gezer, and lower

Beth-choron,

18 And Ba'alath, and Thadmor*" in the wil-

derness, in the land,"

19 And all the treasure-cities'* that Solomon
had, and the cities for the chariots, and the

cities for the horsemen, and the (other) desire

of Solomon which he desired to build in Jeru-

salem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land
of his dominion.)

° Millo is said to have been a deep valley between the

ancient city of Jebus, and the city of David on Mount
Zion: this Solomon filled up, and built upon; and it be-

came a fortified place, and a place for public assemblies.
'' The word is written in the Hebrew text Thamar,

which is " Palm," the same as Palmyra, the usual name
of the place.

° Rashi comments, " this means, near the inhabited

couDtry."
3 A

20 AlP the people that were left of the

Emorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hi-

vites, and the Jebusites, who were not of the

children of Israel,

21 Their children that were left after them
in the land, whom the children of Israel had
not been able utterly to destroy, these did

Solomon levy as tributary labourers until this

day.

22 Yet of the children of Israel did Solo-

mon make no one a bond-man ; but they were
men of war, and his servants, and his princes

and his captains, and the officers of his cho/-

riots, and of his horsemen.

23 ^ These (also) were the chiefs of the

.superintendents that were over Solomon's

work, five hundred and fifty, who ruled over

the people that wrought on the work.

24 But Pharaoh's daughter came up out

of the city of David unto her house which
he had built for her; then did he build the

Millo.

25 x\.nd Solomon did offer three times in

every year burnt-offerings and peace-offerings

upon the altar which he had built unto the

Lord, and he burnt incense upon the one that

was before the Lord. So he finished the

house.

^

26 And king Solomon made a ship*^ in 'Ez-

yon-geber, which is near Eloth, on the shore

of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.
27 And Hiram sent in the ship his ser-

vants, seamen that had knowledge of the sea,

with the servants of Solomon.

28 And they came to Ophir, and fetched

from there gold, four hundred and twenty
talents, and brought it to king Solomon.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And when the queen of Sheba heard

of the fame of Solomon in connection*" with

the name of the Lord, she came to prove him
with riddles.

2 And she came to Jerusalem with an ex-

ceedingly great train, with camels bearing

^ i. e. Those where the public stores and provisions

were kept. (See Exod. i. 11.)
° Here recommences the statement of the levy begun

in verse 15.

' Arnheim, after Ralbag, "he paid his dues to the

house," i. e. the necessary sacrifices for the altar.

* Others, "ships" or "navy," referring to 2 Chr. viii. 18.

Herxhcimcr explains, "what he had done for the

glorification of the Lord."
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spices, and gold in great abundance, and pre-

cious stones : and when she was come to Solo-

mon, she spoke with him of all that was on

her heart.

3 And Solomon solved her all her ques-

tions: nothing remained hidden from the

king, wliich he did not tell her.

4 And when the queen of Sheba saw all

Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had

built,

5 And the food of his table, and the sitting

of his servants, and the attendance of his

ministers, and their apparel, and his cup-

bearers, and his ascent" by which he went up

unto the house of the Lord : there was no

more spirit in her.

And she said to the king, The truth only

was the word that I heard in my own land

of thy acts and of thy wisdom.

7 And I believed not in the words, until I

came, and my eyes saw (all) : and, behold,

the half hath not been told me; thou excel-

lest in Avisdom and prosperity the report

which I have heard.

8 ilappy are thy men, happy are these thy

servants, who stand before thee contmually,

who hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the Lord thy God, who hath

had delight in thee, to place thee on the

throne of Israel; because the Lord loveth

Israel for ever, thei-efore hath he made thee

king, to do justice and righteousness.

10 And she gave to the king one hundred

and twenty talents of gold, and of spices a very

great store, and precious stones : there came no

more spices in such abundance as these which
the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon.

11 And also the ship of Iliram, that

fetched gold from Ophir, brought in from

Ophir in great abundance sandal-wood,*" and
precious stones.

12 And the king made of the sandal-wood

a railing for the house of the Lord, and for

the king's house, and harps and psalteries for

the singers : there came no such sandal-wood,

nor was it seen (again) until this day.

' After Kasbi, who with other Rabbins takes inSi' for

iri'Si', I. e. a passage leading from the palace to the

temple. But Jonathan, " and his burnt-oiR'rings, which
ho otTond at the house of the Loud."

" After llcdak.
• Zunz auJ others, simply " merchants."
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13 And king Solomon gave unto the queen
of Sheba all her pleasure, whatsoever .she

asked, beside what Solomon gave her of his

royal bounty. So she turned alx)ut and went
to her own country, she and her servants.

14 Tl Now the weight of the gold that

came to Solomon in one year was six hun-

dred and sixty and six talents of gold,

15 Beside (what he had) of the travelling

tradesmen," and of the traffic of the mer-

chants, and of all the kings of confederate

nations,** and of the governors of the country.

IG And king Solomon made two hundred
targets of beaten gold:" six hundi-ed shekels

of gold he used for each one target.

17 And (he made) three hundred shields of

beaten gold; three manehs of gold he used

for each one shield: and the king put them
in the house of the forest of Lebanon.^

18 The king also made a great throne of

ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold.

19 The throne had six steps, and there Avas

a round top on the throne behind; and there

were arms on either side on the place of the

seat, and two lions stood beside the arms.

20 And twelve lions stood there upon the

six steps on both sides: there was not the

like made in any other kingdom.

21 And all king Solomon's drinking-vessels

were of gold, and all the vessels of the house

of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold

;

none were of silver ;'' it was not valued in

the days of Solomon at the least.

22 For the king had a Tharshish-ship*"

at sea wdth the ship of Hiram : once in three

years the Tharshish-ship used to come home,

laden with gold, and silver, ivory, and apes,

and peacocks.

23 And king Solomon became greater than

all the kingsof the earth for riches and for

wisdom.
24 And (men of) all the earth sought the

presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom,

which God had put in his heart.

25 And they brought every man his pre-

sent, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and

* After Jonathan ; other.s, "kings of Arabia;" Zudz,

"the western country."
" Zunz and Philippson, " alloyed gold;" Redak, "soft,"

or "the finest gold."
' Jonathan, "summer palace."

' Lit. " there was no silver."

'' " African-tnidors."

—

Uashi.
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and garments, and annour, and spices, horses,

and mules ; and so year by year.

26 ^ And Solomon gathered together cha-

riots and horsemen : and he had a thousand

and four hundred chariots, and twelve thou-

sand horsemen, whom he quartered in the

cities for chariots, and near the king at Jeru-

salem.

27 And the king rendered the silver in

Jerusalem like stones, and the cedars he

rendei'ed like the sycamore-trees that are in

the lowlands, for abundance.

28 And Solomon had horses brought out

of Egypt ; and a company" of the king's mer-

chants bought a quantity at a price.

29 And a chariot-team'' came up and went
out of Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver,

and a horse for a hundred and fifty: and so

for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the

kings of Syria, did they bring them out by
their means."

CHAPTER XI.

1 ^ But king Solomon loved many strange

women, beside the daughter of Pharaoh,

women of the Moabites, 'Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Zidonians, and Hittites.

2 From the nations concerning which the

Lord had said unto the children of Israel, Ye
shall not go in among them, nor shall they

come in among you; surely they will turn

away your heart after their gods : unto these

Solomon did cleave to love them.

3 And he had seven hundred wives, prin-

cesses, and three hundred concubines: and
his wives turned away his heart.

4 'And it came to pass, at the time that

Solomon was old, that his wives turned away
his heart after other gods ; and his heart was
not undi\'ided with the Lord his God, like

the heart of David his father.

5 And Solomon went after 'Ashtoreth the

divinity of the Zidonians, and after Milcom
the abomination of the 'Ammonites.

6 And Solomon did what is evil in the

eyes of the Lord, and went not fully after the
Lord, like David his father.

7
*f\

Then did Solomon build a high-place

for Kemosh, the abomination of Moab, on the

" Rasbi. Others, " and Solomon had horses brought
out of Egypt and linen, the king's merchants bought the

linen at a price."

mount that is before Jerusalem, and for Mo-
lech, the abomination of the children of 'Am-
nion.

8 And so did he for all his strange wives,

who burnt incense and sacrificed unto their

gods.

9 And the Lord was angry with Solomon

;

because his heart was turned away from the

Lord the God of Israel, who had appeared
unto him twice;

10 And had commanded him concerning
this thing, that he should not go after other
gods; but he did not keep that which the

Lord had commanded.
11 T[ And the Lord said unto Solomon,

Forasmuch as this is in thy mind, and thou
hast not kept my covenant and my statutes,

which I commanded concerning thee : I will

surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will

give it to thy servant.

12 Nevertheless in thy days will I not do
it, for the sake of David thy father; but out
of the hand of thy son will I rend it.

13 But all the kingdom will I not rend
away; one tribe will T give to thy son on ac-

count of David my servant, and on account
of Jerusalem which I have chosen.

14 ]| And the Lord stirred up an adver-
sary unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he
was of the king's seed in Edom.

15 It came to pass, namely, when David
was in Edom, when Joab the captain of the
army was gone up to bury the slain, after he
had smitten every male in Edom;

16 (For six months did Joiib remain there

with all Israel, until he he had cut off every
male in Edom

:)

17 That Hadad fled, he and certain Edom-
ites of his father's servants with him, to go
into Egypt ; but Hadad was then yet a young
lad.

18 And they arose from Midian, and came
to Paran; and they took (some) men with
them from Paran, and came to Egypt, unto
Pharaoh the king of Egypt; who gave him a
house, and decreed him a sujjport, and gave
him land.

19 And Hadad found great favour in the
eyes of Pharaoh, so that he gave him for wife

" Eng. version, simply "a chariot."

° From this it appears that Solomon's traders had a
monopoly to supply the neighbourhood with horses.
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the Bister of his own wife, the sister of Thach-
penes the queen.

20 And the sister of Thachpencs bore him
Genubath his son, whom Tiiachpenes brought
up in Piiaraoh's house ; anil Genubath remained
in Pharaoh's house among the sons of Pharaoh.

21 And when Iladad heard in Egypt that

David slept with his fathers, and that Joiib

the captain of the army was dead: Iladad
said to Pharaoh, Dismiss me, that I may go
to my own country.

22 Then said Piiaraoh unto him, But what
dost thou lack with me, that, behold, thou
seekest to go to thy own country? And he
answered, Nothing: nevertheless thou must
let me go away.

23 And Ciod stirred him up (another) adver-

sary, Rezon the son of Elyada', who had fled

from Hadad ezer the king of Zobah his lord

;

24 And he gathered ai'ound him some men,
and became captain over a band, when David
slew those (of Zobah) ; and tliey went to Dar
mascus, and dwelt thei'ein, and reigned in

Damascus.
25 And he was an adversary to Israel all

the days of Solomon, beside the mischief that
Iladad did: and he abhorred" Israel, and
reigned over Syria.

20 ][ Also Jerobo'am"' the son of Nebat, an
Ephrathite of Zeredah, the name of whose
mother wa.s Zeru'ah, a widow woman, was a
serviint of Solomon, and he lifted up his hand
against the king.

27 And this was the occasion that he
lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon
built up the Millo,'' and closed up the breach
of the city of David his fiither.

28 And' the man Jerobo'am was a mighty
man of valour: and Solomon seeing the
}0ung man that he was (also) an industrious
worker, he appointed him over all the charge
of the house of Joi?eph.

29 1[ And it came to pass at that time
when Jerobo'am went out of Jerusalem, that
the prophet Achiyah the Shilonite found liim

on the way; and he had clad him.self with a
new garment; and these two were alone by
themselves in the field;

Jonathan, "and he rebelled against Israel." Zunz,
"and he dreaded."

' Properly, Yuroi'am.
° K;isbi, in the name of the Talmud, explains tliat

David Lad loft the Millo open and the wall breached, that
404

30 And Achiyah caught hold of the new
garment that was on him, and rent it in

twelve pieces;

31 And he said to Jerobo'am, Take thee
ten pieces; for thus hath said the Lord, the
God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the king-
dom out of the hand of Solomon, and I will

give to thee the ten triljes;

32 But the one tribe shall remain for him on
account of my servant David, and on account
of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel

;

33 For the cause that they have forsaken
me, and have bowed down to 'Ashtoreth the
divinity of the Zidonians, to Kemosh the god of
Moiib, and to Milcom the god of tlie children of
'Ammon, and have not walked in my ways,
to do what is right in my eyes, and my sta-

tutes and my ordinances, like David his father.

34 Nevertheless will I not take the whole
kingdom out of his hand; but I will let him
remain prince all the days of his life for the
sake of David my servant, whom I chose, who
kept my commandments and my statutes

;

35 But I will take the kingdom out of the
hand of his son, and I will give it unto thee,

even the ten tribes.

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe;

so that there may remain a government' for

David my servant at all times before me in

Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for

me to put my name there.

37 But thee Avill I take, and thou shalt

reign over all that thy soul may long for; and
thou shalt be king over Israel.

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken
unto all that I shall command thee, anfl wilt

walk in my ways, and do Avhat is right in my
eyes, to keep my statutes and my command-
ments, as David my servant did : that I will

be with thee, and build thee a pemianent
house, as I have built for David, and I will

give Israel unto thee.

39 And I will afflict the seed of David for

this; but not for all times.

40 Tl Solomon thereupon sought to put Je-
robo'am to death ; but Jerobo'am arose, and tied

into Egypt, unto Shishak the king of Egypt,

the pilgrims might freely enter and lodge, and that Solo-
mon having built it up for the purpose of Pharaoh's
daughter, brought about a reproof from Jerobo'am.

" After Jonathan ; others take l"j os i: and render " a
lamp," or "light."
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and he remained in Egypt until the death of

Solomon.
41 And the rest of the acts of Solomon,

and all that he did, and his Avisdom, behold,

they are written in the book of the history of

Solomon.

42 And the days that Solomon reigned in

Jerusalem over all Israel were forty years.

43 And Solomon slept with his fixthers,

and was buried in the city of David his

father; and Rehobo'am" his son became king

in his stead.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ And Rehobo'am Avent to Shechem;

for all Israel were come to Shechem to make
him king.

2 And it came to pass, when Jerobo'am

the sou of Nebat, heard of it, (but he was yet

in Egypt, whither he was lied from the pre-

sence of king Solomon, and Jerobo'am dwelt

in Egypt;
3 And they had sent and called him;) that

Jerobo'am and all the congregation of Israel

came, and spoke unto Rehobo'am, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke hard; but

do thou now make lighter the hard service of

thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put

upon us, and we will serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Go away yet

for three days, and then return to me. And
the people went away.

6 Then consulted king Rehobo'am Avith

the old men, that had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, and said, How
do ye advise that I should give an answer to

this people?

7 And they spoke unto him, saying, If

thou wilt this day be a servant unto this peo-

ple, and wilt serve them, and be attentive to

them, and speak to them good words, then

will they be servants unto thee for all times.

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old

men, which they had given him, and consulted

with the young men that were grown up with

him, (and) who stood before him

:

9 And he said unto them, What do you
counsel how we should give an answer to this

people, who have spoken to me, saying. Make
lighter the yoke which thy father did put
upon us?

' Correctly, Rechdb'am.

10 Then spoke unto him the young men
that were grown up with him, saying. Thus
must thou say unto this people that have
spoken unto thee, saying, Thy father made
our yoke heavy, but do thou make it lighter

unto us: thus must thou speak unto them,

My little finger is thicker than my father's

loins.

11 And now, if my father hath burdened
you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your
yoke; if my father hath chastised you with
whips, then will I chastise you with scorpion-

thorns.

12 When now Jerobo'am and all the peo-

ple came to Rehobo'am on the third day, as

the king had spoken, saying. Return to me
on the third day:

13 The king answered the people harshly,

and forsook the old men's counsel that they

had advised him;
14 And he spoke to them after the counsel

of the young men, saying. My father made
your yoke heavy, and I will add to your
yoke; my father chastised you with whips,

but I will chastise you with scorpion-thorns.

15 Thus the king hearkened not unto the

people ; for it was so brought about from the

Lord, in order that he might fulfil his word,

which the Lord had spoken by means of

Achiyah the Shilonite unto Jerobo'am the son

of Nebat.

16 So when all Israel saw that the king
hearkened not unto them, the people gave
the king an answer saying. What portion

have we in David ? nor have we an inherit-

ance in the son of Jesse: to your tents,

Israel: now see to thy own house, David.

So did Israel go away unto their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel who
dwelt in the cities of Judah, over them did

Rohobo'am reign.

18 ^ Then sent king Rehobo'am Adoram,
who Avas over the tribute ; but all Israel

stoned him Avith stones, that he died. There-

fore king Rehobo'am made speed Avith all his

might to get up into his chariot, to flee to

Jerusalem.

19 So did Israel rebel against the house of

David unto this day.

20 ^ And it came to pass, when all Israel

heard that Jerobo'am was returned, that they
sent and called him unto the congregation,

and made him king over all Israel : there was
405
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none that followed the house of David, save

the tribe of Judah alone.

21 And when Rehobo'am was come to Je-

rusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah,

with the tribe of Benjamin, a hundred and

eighty thousand chosen men, warriors," to

fight against the house of Israel, to bring

back the kingdom to Rehobo'am the son of

Solomon.

22 ^ But the word of God came unto She-

mayah the man of God, saying,

23 Say unto Rehobo'am, the son of Solo-

mon, the king of Judah, and unto all the

house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the

remnant of the people, saying,

24 Thus hath saith the Lord, Ye shall

not go up, nor fight with your brethren the

children of Israel: return every man to his

house; for from me hath this thing been

brought about. And they hearkened to the

word of the Lord, and returned to go home,
according to the word of the Lord.

25 Tl And Jerobo'am built'' Shechem in the

mountain of Ephraim, and dwelt therein;

and he went out from there and built Penuel.

2G And Jerobo'am said in his heart. Now
may the kingdom return to the house of

David

:

27 If this people go up to prepare sacrifices

in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then

may the heart of this people turn again unto

their lord, even unto Reholjo'am the king of

Judah, and they might kill me, and return to

Rehobo'am the king of Judah.

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and
he made two calves of gold, and said unto the

people, You have been long enough going up
to Jerusalem: Ijehold, here are thy gods, O
Israel, which have brought thee up out of the

land of Egypt.

29 And he placed the one in Beth-el, and
the other put he in Dan.

30 And this thing became a sin; and the

people went before the one, as far as Dan."

31 And he made a house of the high-

places, and made priests of the lowest* of the

people, who were not of the sons of Levi.

32 And Jerobo'am made a feast in the

eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the

* Lit. " conducting" or " making war."
' 1. e. He fortified it, and built probably a palace in

it.

—

Redak.
° This is mentioned to the di.igraco of the people, as
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month, like unto the feast that is in Judah,
and he oflered upon the altar; so did he in

Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves that he
had made: and he stationed at Beth-el the
priests of the high-places whom he had made.

33 So he offered upon the altar which he
had made in Beth-el on the fifteenth day of
the eighth month, in the month which he
had falsely devised of his own heart; and he
ordained a feast unto the children of Israel;

and he went up to the altar, to burn incense.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ And, behold, there came a man of

God out of Judah by the word of the Lord
unto Beth-el; while Jerobo'am Avas standing

upon the altar to burn incense.

2 And he called out against the altar by
the word of the Lord, and he said, altar,

akar, thus hath said the Lord, Behold, a child

shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah

by name, and he shall sacrifice upon thee the

priests of the high-places that burn incense

upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt
upon thee.

3 And he gave on the same day a sign,

saying, This is the sign which the Lord hath
spoken. Behold, the altar shall be rent, and
the ashes that are upon it shall be spilled

about.

4 And it came to pass, when the king
heard the word of the man of God, which he
had called out against the altar in Beth-el,

that Jerobo'am stretched forth his hand from
off the altar, saying, Seize him. And his hand,

which he had put forth against him, dried up,

so that he could not draw it back to himself.

5 The altar also was rent, and the a.she3

were spilled about from the altar, according

to the sign which the man of God had given

by the word of the Lord.

G And the king commenced and said unto
the man of God, Offer but entreaty before the
Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my
hand may return to me again. And the man
of God oflered his entreaty before the Lord,

and the king's hand returned to him again,

and became as it was before.

7 And the king spoke unto the man of

they went to the end of the land to worship the idol, and
would not go to Jerusalem, which was a great deal nearer.—Ralbao.

'' Herxheimer, "all classes of the people."
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God, Come home vnth. me, and take some

refreshment, and I will give thee a present.

8 But the man of God said unto the king,

If thou wert to give me the half of thy house,

I would not go in with thee, neither would I

eat bread nor drink Avater in this place;

9 For so was it charged me by the Avord

of the Lord, saying, Thou shalt not eat bread,

nor drink water, nor return by the way that

thou camest.

10 So he went by another way, and re-

turned not by the way on which he was come
to Beth-el.

11 ^ Now there dwelt a certain old pro-

phet in Beth-el; and his son came and told

him all the deed that the man of God had

done that day in Beth-el; the words (also)

wdiich he had spoken unto the king, these

too they told to their father.

12 And their father spoke unto them.

What way did he go? His sons however
had seen what way had gone the man of God,

who had come fi'om Judah.

13 And he said unto his sons. Saddle me
the ass. So they saddled him the ass : and
he rode away thereon,

14 And he went after the man of God,

and found him sitting under the oak : and he

said unto him, Art thou the man of God that

camest from Judah ? And he said, I am.

15 Then said he unto him, Come with me
home, and eat bread.

16 And he said, I cannot return with thee,

nor go in with thee : neither will I eat bread

nor drink water with thee in this place;

17 For a command came to me by the

word of the Lord, Thou shalt not eat bread

nor drink water there ; thou shalt not return

to go by the way (also) by whicB thou camest.

18 And he said unto him, I also am a pro-

phet hke thee ; and an angel spoke unto me
by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him
back with thee unto thy house, that he may
eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto

him.

19 So he returned with him, and ate bread

in his house, and drank water.

20 And it came to pass, as they were sit-

ting at the table,

' Philippson translates, " belonging to the prophet who
had brought him back."

' Heb. "broken."

^ That the word of the Lord came unto

the prophet who had brought him back

;

21 And he called unto the man of God
that was come from Judah, saying, Thus hath

said the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast dis-

obeyed the order of the Lord, and hast not

kept the commandment which the Lord thy

God had commanded thee,

22 But didst return, and hast eaten bread

and drunk water in the place, of which he

had spoken to thee, Thou shalt not eat bread,

nor drink water: thy dead body shall not

come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.

23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten

bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled

for him the ass, (to wit,) for" the prophet

whom he had brought back.

24 And when he was gone, a lion met him
on the Avay, and slew him; and his corpse

remained cast down on the way, and the ass

stood by it, the lion also stood by the corpse.

25 And, behold, men passed by, and saw
the corpse cast down on the way, and the

lion standing by the corpse : and they came
and spoke of it in the city where the old pro-

phet dwelt.

26 And when the prophet that had brought

him back from the way heard it, he said, It

is the man of God who was disobedient unto

the order of the Lord; wherefore the Lord
hath given him up unto the lion, who hath

torn'' him, and slain him, according to the

word of the Lord, which he had spoken unto

him.

27 And he spoke to his sons, saying. Sad-

dle me the ass. And they saddled him.

28 And he went and found his corpse cast

down on the way, and the ass and the lion

Standing by the corpse: the lion had not

eaten the corpse, nor torn the ass.

29 And the prophet took up the corpse of

the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and
brought it back : and he came to the city of

the old prophet, to lament for, and to bury

him.

30 And he laid his corpse in his own sepul-

chre; and they lamented over him, "Alas,

my brother
!"°

31 And it came to pass, after he had buried

° Probably the commencing words of a well-known la-

ment, (see tfer. xxii. 18,) which, with all other Hebrew
writings except the Bible, have been lost.
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liim, that ho spoke to his sons, saying, When
I am (lead, then bury me in the sepulchre

wherein the man of God is buried; beside his

Ijones hiy ye my bones;

.•>2 For the thing -which he called out by
the word of the Lokd against the altar which
is in Beth-el, and against all the houses of

the high-places* which are in the cities of Sa-

maria,'' will surely come to pass.

3'4
^[ After this event Jerobo'am returned

not from his evil way; but made again of the

lowest of the people priests of the high-places

:

whosoever desired it, he consecrated, that he
might tecome one of the priests of the high-

places.

34 And he became through this thing the

cause of sin" unto the house of Jerobo'am,

and to cause that it was blotted out, and de-

stroyed from off the face of the earth.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ][ At that time Abiyah the son of Jero-

l)o'am fell sick.

2 And Jerobo'am said to his wife, Arise, I

pray thee, and disguise thyself, that people

may not know that thou art the wife of Jero-

bo'am ; and go to Shiloh : behold, there is

Achiyahu the prophet, who spoke of me that

(I should liecome) king over this people.

3 And take with thee** ten loaves of bread

and spice-cakes, and a cruise of honey, and go
to him: he will tell thee what is to become
of the lad.

4 And Jerobo'am's wife did so, and arose,

and went to Shiloh, and came to the house
of Achiyahu. But Achij-ahu was not able to

see; for his eyes were set by reason of his

high age.

5 ^ And the Lord had said unto Achiyahu,
Behold the wife of Jerobo'am is coming to

intjuire a word of thee about her son; for he
is sick : thus and thus shalt thou sjieak unto
her; for it will be, when she cometh in, that

she will feign to be another.

G And it happened, when Achiyahu heard
the sound of her feet, as she came in at the

door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of Je-

* " nigh-places" is the general term for elevations where
altars were erected, some using their roofs or courts for

that purpose. (See liashi on 1 Kings iii. 2.)
'' ('orrcctly, Shomeron.
' Kodak, "punishment." (Sec Zcch. xiv. 19.) Zuuz,

"guiltiuc.s.s."

408

robo'am ; why is this, that thou feignest to 1)0

another? but I am sent to thee with a hard
message.

7 Go, say to Jerobo'am, Thus hath said the
Lord, the God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalt-

ed thee from the midst of the people, and
made thee prince over my people Israel,

8 And I rent the kingdom away from the
house of David, and gave it unto thee;

whereas thou hast not been like my servant
David, who kept my commandments, and who
followed after me with all his heart, to do
only what is right in my eyes

;

9 And thou hast done more evil than all

that were Ix'fore thee ; and thou hast gone
and made unto thyself other gods, and molten
images, to provoke me to auger, and me hast
thou cast behind thy back :

10 Therefore, behold, will I bring evil upon
the house of Jerobo'am, and will cut off from
Jerobo'am every male," (also) the guarded
and fortified in Israel ; and I will sweep out

after the house of Jerobo'am as one sweepeth
away the dung till there be nothing left

of it.

11 Him that dieth of Jerobo'am in the

city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in

the field shall the fowls of the heavens eat

;

for the Lord hath spoken it.

12 But thou, arise now, go to thy own
house ; when thy feet enter into the city, the

child shall die.

13 And all Israel shall mourn for him,
and bury him; for this one alone shall come
of Jerobo'am's (family) to the grave ; because

thei'e hath been found in him some good
thing toward the Lord the God of Israel in

the house of Jerobo'am.

14 And the Lord Avill raise up unto him-
self a king over Israel, who shall cut oil' the

house of Jerobo'am what is here this day;
and what will be after this.'

15 And the Lord will smite Israel, as the

reed is shaken in the water, and he will pull

up Israel out of this good land, which he
gave to their fathers, and will scatter them
on the other side of the river; because they

' Ilcb. "in thy hand."
* Others, " even a dog."
' After Jonathan and Rashi. Kimchi, " the house of

Jerobo'am on the day he (that king) will arise; but
what is even this evil now? for the Loud will smite,"

&c.
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have made their groves, provoking the Lord
to anger.

16 And he will give Israel up for the sake

. of the sins of Jerobo'am, who" did sin, and
who induced Israel to sin.

17 And Jerobo'am's wife arose, and de-

parted, and came to Thirzah: (and) as she

came to the threshold of the door, the lad

died;

18 And they buried him; and all Israel

mourned for him, accoi'ding to the word of

the Lord, which he had spoken by the hand
of his servant Achiyahu the prophet.

19 And the rest of the acts of Jerobo'am,

how he wari-ed, and how he reigned, behold,

they are written in the book of the chronicles

of the kings of Israel.

20 And the days which Jerobo'am reigned

were two and twenty years; and he slept

with his fathers, and Nadab his son became
king in his stead.

21 ^ And Rehobo'am the son of Solomon
reigned in Judah. Eehobo'am was forty and
one years old when he became king, and
seventeen years did he reign in Jerusalem,

the city which the Lord had chosen out of all

the tribes of Israel, to put his name there.

And his mother's name was Na'amah the

'Ammonitess.

22 And Judah did what is evil in the eyes

of the Lord, and they moved him to wrath
more than all that their fathers had done,

with their sins which they committed.

23 And they also built themselves high-

places, and standing images, and groves, on
every high hill, and under every green tree.

24 And sodomites also were in the land

:

they acted in accordance with all the abomi-

nable deeds of the nations which the Lord
had driven out before the childrer^ of Israel.

25 And it came to pass in the fifth year of

king Rehobo'am, that Shishak the king of

Egypt came up against Jerusalem

:

26 And he took away the treasures of the

house of the Lord, and the treasures of the
king's house; yea, every thing did he take
away; and he took away all the shields of

gold which Solomon had made.
27 And king Rehobo'am made in their

* Others, "wherewith he sinned, and wherewith ho," Ac.
' This king is called indifferently Ahiyam, ALii/a/i, and

Ahiyahu. The final u, however, is often left out in words
3 B

stead shields of copper, and committed them
for keejjing into the hand of the chiefs of the

runners, who kept guard at the door of the

king's house.

28 And it happened whenever the king
went into the house of the Lord, that the

rininers used to bear them, and carried them
then back into the apartment of the run-

ners.

29 And the rest of the acts of Rehobo'am,
and all that he did,,behold, they are written

in the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Judah.
30 And there was war between Rehobo'am

and Jerobo'am all the days.

31 And Rehobo'am slept with his fathers^

and was buried with his fathers in the city

of David. And his mother's name was Na-
'amah the 'Ammonitess. And Abiyam** his

son reigned in his stead.

CHAPTER XV.

1 ^ Now in the eighteenth year of king

Jerobo'am the son of Nebat became Abiyam
king over Judah.

2 Three years he reigned in Jerusalem.

And his mother's name was Ma'achah, the

daughter of Abishalom.

3 And he walked in all the sins of his

father, which he had done before him; and
his heart was not entire with the Lord his

God, like the heart of David his fixther.

4 Nevertheless for the sake of David did

the Lord his God give him a rule" in Jerusa-

lem, to set up his son after him, and to allow

Jerusalem to exist.

5 Because David did what is right in the

eyes of the Lord, and turned not aside from

all that he had commanded him all the days

of his life, save only in the matter of Uriyah
the Hittite.

6 And there had been war between Reho-

bo'am and Jerobo'am all the days of his life.

7 And the rest of the acts of Abiyam, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Judah. And there was (also) war between
Abiyam and Jei'obo'am.

8 And Abiyam slept with his fathers ; and

ending in hu : thus, Elijah is called Eliyah or Eliyahu;

so Achiyah or Achiyahu, Adoniyah or Adoniyahu.
' Others, "lamp," or "light."
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they buried him in the city of David : and

Assa his son became king in liis stead.

9 And in the twentieth year of Jerobo'am

the king of Israel became Assa king over

Judah.
10 And forty and one years did he reign

in Jerusalem. And the name of his mother"

was Ma'achah, the daughter of Abishalom.

11 And Assa did what is right in the eyes

of the Lord, like David his father.

12 And he put away the sodomites out of

the land, and removed all the idols which his

fathers had made.
13 And also Ma'achah his mother, even

her he removed from being queen; because

she had made a scandalous image for the

grove ;** and Assa cut down her scandalous

image, and burnt it by the brook Kidron.

14 But the high-places were not removed;
nevertheless Assa's heart was entire with the

LoKD all his days.

1-5 And he brought the things which his

father had sanctified, and his own sanctified

things,"' into the house of the Lord, silver,

and gold, and vessels.

IG And there was war between Assa and
Ba'sha"" the king of Israel all their days.

1

7

And Ba'sha the king of Israel went up
against Judah, and built Ramah, in order not

to suffer any one to go out or come in to Assa
the king of Judah.

18 Then did Assa take all the silver and
the gold that were left in the treasures of the

liouse of the Lord, and the treasures of the

king'.s house, and gave them into the hand of

his servants: and king Assa sent them to

Ben-hadad, the son of Tabrimmon, the son

of Chezyon, the king of Syria, who dwelt at

Damascus, saying,

19 A covenant is between me and thee,

(as) between my father and thy father: Ije-

hold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver

and gold
;
go and do break thy covenant with

Ba'sha tlic king of Israel, that he may with-

draw from me.
20 And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king

Assa, and sent the captains of the armies
which he had against the cities of Israel, and
smote 'lyon, and Dan, and Abel-beth-ma'achah,

* More correctly, " grandmother," as Ma'achah was
Abiyam's mother.

"" I'hilippson, "because she had made a terrific image
for Astarte." Arnhcira, "Ashcrah."
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and the whole of Kinneroth, with all the land
of Naphtali.

21 And it came to pass, when Ba'sha heard
this, that he left off the iDuilding of Ramah,
and remained in Tirzah.

22 Then king Assa called together by pro-

clamation all Judah ; none being exempted

:

and they took away the stones of Ramah, and
its timber, wherewith Ba'sha had built; and
king Assa built with them Geba' of Benjamin,
and Mizpah.

23 And the rest of all the acts of Assa,

and all his mighty deeds, and all that he did,

and the cities which he built, behold, they
are written in the book of the chronicles of

the kings of Judah. Nevertheless in the

time of his old age he became diseased in his

feet.

24 And Assa slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in the city of

David his father: and Jehoshaphat his son

became king in his stead.

25 ][ And Nadab the son of Jerobo'am be-

came king over Israel in the second year of

Assa the king of Judah ; and he reigned over
Israel two years.

2G And he did what is evil in the eyes

of the Lord, and he walked in the way of his

father, and in his sin wherewith he had in-

duced Israel to sin.

27 And Ba'sha the son of Achiyah, of the

house of Issachar, conspired against him ; and
Ba'sha smote him at Gibbethon, which be-

longed to the Philistines; while Nadab and
all Israel were besieging Gibbethon.

28 And Ba'sha slew him in the third year
of Assa the king of Judah, and became king
in his stead.

29 And it came to pass, when he reigned,

that he smote all the house of Jerobo'am ; he
left not any that breathed unto Jerobo'am,

until he had destroyed him, according to the

word of the Lord, which he had spoken by
his servant Achiyah the Shilonite

:

30 Becau.se of the sins of Jerolx>'am which
he had sinned, and through which he had in-

duced Israel to sin, by his provoking where-
with he provoked the Lord the God of Israel

to auger.

° After Jonathan ; but the Kcri would require " and he
brought in the things which his father had sanctified, and
the rothor) things sanctified /or the house of the Lord."

'' Commonly written liaasha.
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31 And the rest of the acts of Nadad, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Israel.

32 And there was war between Assa and
Ba'sha the king of Israel all their days.

33 ^ In the third year of Assa the king of

Judah became Ba'sha the son of Achiyah
king over all Israel, in Thirzah, (for) twenty
and four years.

34 And he did what is evil in the eyes

of the Lord, and walked in the way of Jero-

bo'am, and in his sin wherewith he had in-

duced Israel to sin.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 Then came the word of the Lord to

Jehu" the son of Chanani against Ba'sha, say-

ing,

2 Forasmuch as I lifted thee up out of the

dust, and I set thee as prince over my people

Israel; and thou hast walked in the way of

Jerobo'am, and hast induced my people Israel

to sin, to provoke me to anger with their

sins

:

3 Behold, I will sweep out after Ba'sha,

and after his house; and I will render thy
house like the house of Jerobo'am the son of

Nebat;
4 Him that dieth of Ba'sha in the city

shall the dogs eat ; and him that dieth of his

in the field shall the fowls of the heavens eat.

5 And the rest of the acts of Ba'sha, and
what he did, and his mighty deeds, behold,

they are written in the book of the chronicles

of the kings of Israel.

6 And Ba'sha slept with his fathers, and
was buried in Thirzah; and Elah his son be-

came king in his stead.

7 And also by the hand of Jehu the son

of Chanani, the prophet, came the word of the

Lord against Ba'sha, and against his house,

both for all the evil that he did in the eyes
of the Lord, to provoke him to anger with
the work of his hands, thus being like the
house of Jerobo'am; and because he had kill-

ed him.*"

8 ^ In the twenty and sixth year of Assa
the king of Judah Elah the son of Ba'sha

' Correctly, Yehu. In general it may be observed, that

all the Hebrew words commencing with ' rendered in the

English version with J, should be pronounced with Y, as

the other sound is not found in Hebrew.

became king over Israel in Thirzah, (for) two
years.

9 And then conspired against him his ser-

vant Zimri, captain of half the chariots, as he
was in Thirzah, drinking himself drunk in the

house of Arza," who was set over the house in

Thirzah.

10 And Zimri went in and smote him, and
killed him, in the twenty and seventh year
of Assa the king of Judah, and became king
in his stead.

11 And it came to pass, when he began to

reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he
slew .all the house of Ba'sha : he left him not
a single male, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of
his fiiends.

12 Thus did Zimri exterminate all the
house of Ba'sha, according to the word of the
Lord, which he had spoken against Ba'sha by
the agency of Jehu the prophet,

13 For all the sins of Ba'sha, and the sins

of Elah his son, by which they had sinned,

and by which they had induced Israel to sin,

to provoke the Lord the God of Israel to an-

ger with their vanities.

14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel.

15 T[ In the twenty and seventh year of

Assa the king of Judah did Zimri reign seven
da^'s in Thirzah; and the people were en-

camped against Gibbethon, which belonged to

the Philistines.

16 And when the people that were en-

camped heard it said, Zimri hath conspired,

and hath also slain the king : all Israel made
'Omri, the captain of the army, king over Is-

rael on that day in the camp.
17 And 'Omri went up, and all Israel with

him, from Gibbethon, and they besieged Thir-

zah.

18 And it came to pass, when Zimri saw
that the city was captured, that he went into

the strong-hold of the king's house, and burnt
the king's house over him with fire, and he
died;

19 For his sins which he had sinned in

doing what is evil in the eyes of the Lord,

' Only piety on the part of Ba'sha could excuse his

killing Nadab and his family; hence his own sin made it

a crime for which he deserved punishment.
° Jonathan, "In the temple of his house-idol, Arza."
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to walk in the way of Jerobo'am, and in his

sin which he did, to induce Israel to sin.

20 And the rest of the acts of Zirari, and

liis conspiracy- that he contrived, behold, they

are wriiten in the book of the chronicles of

tlie kings of Israel.

21 TJ At that time were the people of Is-

rael divided into two parts: one half of the

people followed Thilmi the son of Ginath, to

make him king; and the other half followed

'Oniri.

22 But the people that followed 'Orari pre-

vailed against the people that folloAved Thibni

the son of Ginath; and Thibni (also) died,

and 'Omri became king.

23 In the thirty and first year of Assa the

king of Judah became 'Omri king over Is-

rael, (for) twelve years; in Thirzah he reigned

six years.

24 And he bought the mount Samaria of

Shemer for two talents of silver, and built on
the mount, and called the name of the city

which he h;id built, after the name of Shemer,

the lord of the mount, Samaria.

25 And 'Omri did what is evil in the eyes

of the Lord, and did worse than all that were
before him.

2(5 And he walked in all the way of Jero-

l)o'am the son of Nebat, and in his sin where-

witli he induced Israel to sin, to provoke the

LoKD God of Israel to anger with their vani-

ties.

27 Now the rest of the acts of 'Omri which
he did, and his mighty deeds that he display-

ed, behold, they are written in the book of

the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

28 And 'Omri slept with his fatliers, and
was buried in Samaria; and Achab* his son

became king in his stead.

29 ^ And Achab the son of 'Omri became
king over Israel in the thirty and eighth year
of Assa the king of Judah; and Achab the

son of 'Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria
twenty and two years.

30 And Achal) the son of 'Omri did what
is evil in the eyes of the Lord more than
all that had been before him.

31 And it came to pass, as if it had been

* Pronounce Ach-ahb. Eng. ver. Ahab.
' 8ce Josh. vi. 26.
' Correctly, Eliyah, or Elli/ahu. Tishbi is supposed

to Lave been a town in Galilee, in Naphtali, and that

Elijah wa,s an inhabitant of Gil'ad, in Menas.seh.
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too light a thing for him to walk in the sins

of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, that he took
for wife Izebel the daughter of Ethba'al the
king of the Zidonian.s, and went and served
Ba'al, and worshipped him.

32 And he erected an altar for Ba'al in

the house of Ba'al, which he had built in

Samaria.

33 And Achab made a grove; and Achab
did yet more, so as to provoke the Lord the

God of Israel to anger, than all the kings of
Israel that had been before him.

34 In his days did Cliiel the Beth-elite

build Jericho : with Abiram his tirst-born laid

he the foundation thereof, and Avith Segub
his youngest son set he up the gates thereof,''

according to the word of the Lord, which he
had spoken by means ofJoshua the son ofNun.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 Then said P^lijah"" the Tishbite, who was
of the inhabitants of Gil'ad, unto Achab, As
the Lord the God of Israel liveth, before

Avhom I have stood, there shall not be in

these years dew or rain, except according to

my word.**

2 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
him, saying,

3 Go away from here, and turn thj-self

eastward, and hide th3-self by the brook Ke-
rith, which is to the east of the Jordan.

4 And it shall be, that out of the brook
shalt thou drink; and the ravens' have I or-

dained to sustain thee there.

5 And he went and did according to the

word of the Lord; and he went and remained
by the brook Kerith, that is to the east of the

Jordan.

G And the ravens brought him bread and
flesh in the morning, and bread and tlesh in

the evening; and out of the brook he used to

drink.

7 And it came to pass after a while,' that

the brook dried up; because there had been

no rain in the land.

8 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
him, saying,

9 Arise, go unto Zarephath, which belong-

'' Philippson, "unless I first announce it;" i". e. by the

word of tlie Lord.
• Some suppose that it should be translated, Arabs, or

" men from 'Oreb."
' Philippson, " at the end of a year."
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eth to Zidon, and remain there; behold, I

have there ordained a widow-woman to sus-

tain thee.

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath;

and when he came to the gate of the city, be-

hold, there was there a widow-woman gather-

ing sticks of wood : and he called her, and
said. Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in

a vessel, that I may drink.

11 And as she went to fetch it, he called

to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a

morsel of bread in thy hand.

12 And she said, As the Lord thy God
liveth, I have nothing baked, but a handful

of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a cruise:

and, behold, I am gathering a couple of sticks,

that I may go in and prepare it for me and
my son ; and when we have eaten it, we shall

have to die."

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go

and do as thou hast said ; but make me there-

of a little cake at first, and bring it out unto

me, and for thee and for thy son shalt thou

prepare (something) afterward.

14 For thus hath said the Lord the God of

Israel, The jar of meal shall not fail, neither

shall the cruise of oil diminish, until the day
that the Lord giveth rain upon the face of the

earth.

15 And she went and did according to the

word of Elijah: and she, and he, and her

household, did eat (many) days.""

16 The jar of meal failed not, nor did the

cruise of oil diminish, according to the word
of the Lord, which he had spoken through

means of Elijah.

17 ^ And it came to pass after these

events, that the son of the woman, the mis-

tress of the house, fell sick ; and his sickness

became very severe, until that at length

there was no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I

to do with thee, man of God? thou art

come unto me to call my sin to remembrance,
and to slay my son !

19 And he said unto her. Give me thy son.

And he took him out of her bosom, and
carried him up into the upper chamber, in

which he abode, and he laid him upon his

own bed.

I. e. Of starvation.

Or, "a full year."

20 And he called unto the Lord, and said,

Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil

upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by
slaying her son?

21 And he sti'etched himself out over the

child three times, and called unto the Lord,

and said, Lord my God, let, I pray thee,

the soul of this child return again within

him.

22 And the Lord listened to the voice of

Elijah; and the soul of the child returned

into him, and he revived.

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought
him down out of the upper chamber into the

house, and gave him unto his mother: and
Elijah said. See, thy son liveth.

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by
this do I know, that thou art a man of God,

and the word ofthe Lord in thy mouth is truth.

CHAPTER XVIIL
1 T[ And it lasted many days, when the

Avord of the Lord came to Elijah in the third

year, saying. Go, show thyself unto Achab;
and I will give rain upon the face of the

earth.

2 And Elijah went to show himself unto
Achab; and the famine was grievous in Sa-

maria.

3 And Achab called 'Odadiah," who was
the superintendent of the house;—(now 'Oba-

diah feared the Lord greatly;

4 And it happened, when Izebel cut off the

prophets of the Lord, that 'Obadiah took a

hundred prophets, and hid them fifty each in

one cave, and provided them with bread and
water;)

5 And Achab said unto 'Obadiah, Go
through the land, unto all the springs of

water, and unto all the brooks; peradventure

we may find grass and keep alive horse and
mule, that we lose not all the cattle.

6 So they di\dded between them the land

to pass through it : Achab Avent one way by
himself alone, and 'Obadiah went another way
by himself alone.

7 And as 'Obadiah was on the way, behold,

Elijah came toward him; and he recognised

him, and fell on his fiice, and said, Art thou

here indeed, my lord Elijah?

Correctly, ' Obadyah, or ' Obadyahxi.
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8 And he said unto him, I am: go, say

unto thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.

9 And he said. What have I sinned, that

thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the

hand of Achab, to slay me ?

10 As the Lord thy God liveth, there is

not -a nation or kingdom whither my lord

hath not sent to seek thee ; and when they

said, lie is not here : he caused the kingdom
and nation to take an oath, that no one could

find thee.

11 And now thou sayest, Go, say unto thy
lord. Behold, here is Elijah.

12 And it may come to pass, that when I

go from thee, the spirit* of the Lord may
carry thee whither I know not; and when I

come to inform Achab, and he cannot find

thee, he will slay me ; but I thy servant have
feared the Lord from my }-outh-

13 Hath it not been told unto my lord

what I did when Izebel slew the prophets of

the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the

propliets of the Lord, fifty each in one cave,

and ])rovided them with bread and water ?

14 And now thou sayest, Go say to thy lord.

Behold, Elijah is here: and he will slay me.
lo Then said Elijah, As the Lord of hosts

liveth, before whom I have stood, surely'' to-

day will I show myself unto him.

IG So 'Obadiah went to meet Achab, and
he told it to him; and Achab went to meet
Elijah.

17 And it came to pass, when Achab saw
Elijah, that Achab said unto him, Art thou
he that troubleth'' Israel?

18 And he answered, I have not troubled

Israel; Imt thou, and thy father's house,

through your forsaking the commandments
of the Lord, and because thou hast followed

the Baalim.
19 And now send, assemble unto me all

Israel at Mount Carmel, and the prophets of

Ba'al four hundred and fifty, and the prophets

of the grove'' four hundred, who ate at the

table of Izebel.

' "Wind of the Loud."—Moses Friedlander.
' '3 in this connection is to be taken as a strong affirma-

tion :
" surely," "without doubt."

" "Bringcr of destruction to Israel."

—

Arnheim. It

must be understood that the country was suffering from
the want of rain, which Achab ascribed to the interference

of Elijah, (sec above, xvii. 1;) but the prophet properly

laid the fault upon the king and his family, who through

their sins had caused the heavens to be shut up that there

41^

20 And Achab sent round among all the

children of Israel, and he assembled the pro-

phets at Mount Carmel.
21 And Elijah approached unto all the

people, and said. How long halt ye between
the two opinions? if the Lord be the God,
follow him; and if Ba'al—follow him. And
the people answered him not a word.

22 And Elijah said unto the people, I have
been left a prophet of the Lord by myself
alone; but the prophets of Ba'al are four

himdred and fifty men.
23 Therefore let there be given unto us

two bullocks; and let them choose for them-
selves the one bullock, and cut it in pieces,

and lay it on wood, and put no fire to it : and
I will prepare the other bullock, and lay it on
wood, and put no fire to it.

24 And do ye call on the name of your god,'

and I will call on the name of the Lord: and
it shall be that the God who answereth by
fire, he shall be the (true) God; and all the

people answered and said, The proposal is good.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of

Ba'al, Choose you for yourselves the one bul-

lock, and prepare it first ; for ye are the many;
and call on the name of your god, but put no
fire to it.

26 And they took the bullock which he
had given to them, and they prepared it ; and
they called on the name of Ba'al from morn-
ing even until noon, saying, Ba'al, answer
us; but there was no voice, nor any answer;

and they danced about the altar which had
been made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that EUjah
mocked at them, and said. Call with a loud

voice ; for he is a god ; either he is holding

council,' or he is bu.sy in some pursuit,'^ or he
is on a journey; or peradvcnture hesleepeth;

and may thus awaken.
28 And they called with a loud voice and

cut themselves after their custom with knives

and spears,*" till the blood gushed out over

them.

was no rain; they, therefore, not he, had brought the de-

struction on Israel.

'' More correctly, "Asherah," the name of an idol;

"Astarte," in Philippson.
* Others, "gods."
' Bashi. Others, "he is lost in thought."
' Philippson, "stepped aside." Arnheim, "engaged in

business."
^ Eng. ver. " lancets." Lit. with swords and spears.
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29 And it came to pass, when midday
was past, that they practised their foUies

until near (the time of) the offering of the

evening-sacrifice ; but there was neither voice,

nor any answer, nor any perceptible sound.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people.

Come near unto me ; and all the people came
near unto him; and he repaired the altar of

the Lord that had been torn down.
31 And Elijah took twelve stones, accord-

ing to the number of the tribes of the sons of

Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord was

come, saying, Israel shall be thy name.

32 And he built of the stones an altar in

the name of the Lord; and he made a trench

as great as would contain two seahs of seed"

round about the altar.

33 And he put in order the wood, and cut

the bullock in pieces, and laid them on the

wood,
34 And he said, Fill four jars with water;

and they had to pour it on the burn1>offering,

and on the wood;"" and he said, Do it the

second time ; and they did it the second time

;

and he said. Do it the third time ; and they

did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the

altar; and the trench also he filled with

water.

36 And it came to pass, at (the time of)

the oflfering of the evening-sacrifice, that

Elijah the prophet came near, and said,

Lord, God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of

Israel, this day let it be known that thou art

God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and

that at thy word I have done all these

things.

37 Answer me, Lord, answer me, and
let all this people know that thou, Lord,

art the (true) God, and thou wilt (then) have
turned their heart back again."

38 And then fell a fire of the Lord, and
consumed the bih-nt-ofiering, and the wood,

and the stones, and the dust; and the war

' V. e. Covering a space in which two seahs (a certain

measure) could be sown.
'' Here commences verse 34 in the English version.

° This is according to Arnheim's version, after Sa'adyah

Gaou : others, and among them, Rambam, give, "that

through thy permission their heart was hitherto turned

backward." The former version, however, is more in

concert with what precedes and follows. Elijah had re-

presented to the people the folly of their indecision; and

proposed thereupon the test of fire as a mark of the divi-

ter also that was in the trench did it lick

up.

39 And when all the people saw this, they

fell on their faces; and they said, the Lord—
he is the God ; the Lord—he is the God.

40 And Elijah said unto them, Seize the

prophets of Ba'al; not one of them must
escape; and they seized them: and Elijah

brought them down to the brook Kishon, and
slaughtered them there.

41 And Elijah said unto Achab, Go up,""

eat and drink ; for there is a sound of abun-

dance of rain."

42 So Achab went up to eat and to drink.

And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel;
and he cast*^ himself down toward the earth,

and put his face between his knees;

43 And he said to his servant. Go up, I

pray thee, look in the direction of the sea.

And he Avent up, and looked, and said, Not
the least (is visible) . And he said. Go again,

seven times.

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time,

that he said, Behold, there is a little cloud

like a man's hand arising out of the sea.

And he said, Go up, say unto Achab, Harness
up (thy chariot,) and come down, that the

rain may not detain thee.

45 And it came to pass in the mean while,

that the heavens were blackened with clouds

1 and wind, and there was a great rain. And
Achab rode, and went to Yizre'el.

i

46 And the hand of the Lord came over

Elijah, and he girded up his loins; and he

ran before Achab up to the entrance of Yiz-

re'el.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 T[ And Achab told Izebel all that Elijah

had done, and withal that he had slain all

the prophets with the sword.

2 Then sent Izebel a messenger unto Elijah,

saving. So may the gods do to me, and may
they thus continue, if about this time to-mor-

nity in either god. He therefore prays, after the vanity

of Ba'al had been exhibited, that the Lord would answer

him with fire, through which means the people would be-

come converted. And so it was. Nevertheless, the usual

version can be defended, as meaning that their many
sins had hitherto prevented their repentance.

^
I. e. Away from Kishon.

" Arnheim, " for there is a sound of the noise of

ram.
I ' To pray for rain.- -Rashi.
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row I do not render thy life as the life of any

one of them.

3 And when he saw this, he arose, and

went for liis Hfe, and came to Beer-sheba',

whicli belongeth to Judah, and he left his

young man there.

4 But he himself w'ent forward into the

wilderness a day's journey, and he came and
sat down imder a certain broom-bush :" and he
requested for himself to die; and he said, It is

enough, now, Lokd, take away my soul;

for I am hot better than my fathers.

5 And he laid himself down and slept un-

der a certain broom-bush, and, behold then,

an angel was touching him, and said unto
him. Arise, eat.

6 And he looked aljout, and, behold, there

was at his head a cake baked on coals,** and
a cruise of water; and he ate and drank, and
laid himself down again.

7 And the angel of the Lord came again,

the second time, and touched him, and said,

Arise, eat; because the joui'ney is yet far for

thee.

8 And he arose, and ate and drank; and
he went on the strength of that eating forty

days and forty nights unto the mount of God,
Horeb.

9 And he came there unto a cave, and re-

mained there over night; and, behold, the

word of the Lord came to him, and said unto
him, What dost thou here, Elijah?

10 And he said, I have been very zealous

for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the chil-

dren of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,

thy altars have they thrown down, and thy
prophets have they slain with the SAvord; and
I am left l)y myself alone; and they have
sought my life, to take it away.

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon
the mount before the Lord; and, behold, the

Lord passed l)y, and a wind, great and strong,

rending the mountains, and breaking in pieces

the rocks (went) before the Lord; ))ut not in

the wind was the Lord; and after the wind
was an earthquake; but not in the earth-

quake was the Lokd;

12 And after the earthquake was a fire;

* Generally rendered "juuipcr-tree;" but according to

R. Jcsepli Scliwarz in his Geography, (p. 800,) the broom
(IVanta Genista, Genista Jiaetcm) grows plentifully

in the desert, to the height of about eight feet, but no
jiniijwr.

' "On hot stones."—PniLiPPSON.
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but not in the fire was the Lord; and after

the fire was the sound of a soft whisper."

13 And it came to pass, when Elijah heard
it, that he concealed his face in his mantle,

and went out, and stood in the entrance of

the cave; and, behold, there came a voice

unto him, and said, What dost thou here,

Elijah?

14 And he said, I have been very zealous

for the Lord, the God of hosts; because the

children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,

thy altars have they thrown down, and thy
prophets have they slain with the sword; and
I am left by myself alone; and they have
sought my life, to take it away.

15 ^[ And the Lord said unto him, Go, re-

turn on thy way to the wilderness of Damas-
cus; and go, anoint Chazael to be king over

Syria;

16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi .shalt thou
anoint to be king over Israel ; and Elisha' the

son of Shaphat of Abel-mecholah shalt thou

anoint to be prophet in thy stead.

17 And it shall come to pass, that him
that escapeth the sword of Chazael shall Jehu
slay; and him that escapeth the sword of

Jehu shall Elisha' slay.

18 And I will leave in Israel seven thou-

sand, all the knees which have not been bent

unto Ba'al, and every mouth which hath not

kissed him.

19 And he departed thence, and found

Elisha' the son of Shaphat, who was plough-

ing; twelve yoke of oxen were before him,

and he was with the twelfth: and Elijaii

passed up to him, and cast his mantle toward

him.'*

20 And he left the oxen, and ran after

Elijah, and said. Let me, I i^ray thee, kiss

but my father and my mother, and I will

(then) follow thee; and he said unto him. Go,

return; for what have I done to thee?

21 And he returned back from him, and
took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and Avitli

the instruments of the oxen he boiled the llesli""

for them, and he gave it unto the people, and
they did eat; and then he arose, and went
after Elijah, and ministered unto him.

° "A sound composed of sound and silence."

—

R.^lbao.

Eng. ver., "A still small voice." I'hilippson, and others,

"Ein sanftcs Siluseln," or delicate whispering, as that

produced by wind in the trees.

' r. e. As a sign of appointing him prophet.

' Rashi, " he boiled their flesh."
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CHAPTER XX.

1 ^ And Ben-hadad the king of Syria

assembled all his host together: and thirty

and two kings were with him, and horses,

and chariots; and he went up and besieged

Samaria, and made war against it.

2 And he sent messengers to Achab the

king of Israel into the city

;

3 And he said unto him. Thus hath said

Ben-hadad," Thy silver and thy gold are

mine ; thy -wives also and thy children, even
the best, are mine.

4 And the king of Israel answered and
said, According to thy word, my lord, king,

thine am I, and all that I have.

5 And the messengers returned, and said.

Thus hath said Ben-hadad, to say (to thee),

I have indeed sent unto thee, saying, Thou
shalt give unto me thy silver, and thy gold,

and thy wives, and thy children;*"

6 Nevertheless, about this time to-morrow

will I send my servants unto thee, and they

shall search through thy house, and the

houses of thy servants; and it shall be, that

whatsoever is pleasant in thy eyes, they shall

place it in their hand, and take it away.

7 Then did the king of Israel call for all

the elders of the land, and said, Mark, I pray
you, and see that this man seeketh mischief;

for he hath sent unto me for my wives, and
for my children, and for my silver, and for

my gold, and I have not refused them to him.

8 And all the elders and all the people

said unto him. Thou must not hearken, nor

consent.

9 Wherefore he said unto the messengers

of Ben-hadad, Say to my lord the king, All that

thou didst send for to thy servant at the first

will I do ; but this thing I am not able to do.

And the messengers went away, and brought
him word again.

10 And Ben-hadad then sent unto him,
and said. May the gods do so unto me, and
continue to do so, if the dust of Samaria shall

suffice for handfuls" for all the people that

are in my train.

' At this word ends in the English version verse 2.

^ Meaning, that it should not be a mere nominal sub-

mission, or a ransom for the retention of the property and
families; but a complete surrender, so that Ben-hadad
should be empowered to ransack all and take all.

° Rashi and Jonathan, "for the steps;" meaning, the

3C

11 And the king of Israel answered and
said, Speak, Let him that girdeth on the

armour not boast himself as he that putteth

it off.

12 And it came to pass, when he heard
this message, as he was drinking, he and the
kings in the pavilions, that he said unto his

servants, Get ready for the attack.'' And they
got ready for the attack against the city.

1.3 And, behold, there approached a certain

prophet unto Achab the king of Israel, and
said, Thus hath said the Lord, Hast thou seen
all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver
it into thy hand this day; and thou shalt

know that I am the Lord.
14 And Achab said, By whom? And he

said. Thus hath said the Lord, By means of
the young men° of the princes of the provinces.

Then said he, Who shall order the battle?'

And he said, Thou.
15 He then numbered the young men of

the princes of the provinces, and they were
two hundred and thirty-two : and after them
he numbered all the people, all the children
of Israel, seven thousand strong.

16 And they went out at midday; while
Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the
pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and
two kings that helped him.

17 And the young men of the princes of
the provinces went out at first; and Ben-
hadad sent out, and they told him, saying,

Some men are come out of Samaria.
18 And he said. If they be come out for

peace, catch them alive; and if they be come
out for war, alive must ye catch them.

19 So these, the young men of the princes
of the provinces, came out of the city, with
the army which followed them.

20 And they slew every one his man; and
the Syrians fled; and Israel pursued them:
and Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped on
a horse with the horsemen.

21 And the king of Israel went out, and
smote the horses and chariots, and inflicted

on the Syrians a great defeat.

22 And the prophet approached unto the

dust that adheres to the shoes in walking; so numerous
should the enemy be.

* Rashi, "Place the besieging engines forward."
' Others, "the sons of," &c.
' Rashi, "order to command." Zunz, "commence;"

so also, "join the battle."
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king of Israel, and said unto him, Go, strength-

en thyseir, and mark, and see what thou hast

to do; for at the return of the year the king

of Syria will oome up against thee.

23 ^ And the servants of the king of Syria

said unto him, Gods of the mountains are

their gods; therefore they prevailed over us;

but let us fight against them in the plain,

(and see) whether ^ve shall not prevail over

them.
24 But do this thing. Remove the kings,

every one from bis place, and appoint gover-

nors in their rooms;

25 And thou, number for thyself an army,

like the army that thou hast lost, horse lor

horse, and chariot for chariot: and we will

light against them in the plain, (and see)

whether we shall prevail over them. And
he hearkened unto their voice, and did so.

26 ^[ And it came to pass at the return of

the year, that Ben-hadad numbered the Sy-

rians, and went up to Aphek, to the war
with Israel.

27 And the children of Israel were num-
bered, and provisioned, and went (out) against

them: and the children of Israel encamped
opposite to them like two little flocks of goats;

but the Syrians filled the country.

28 And there approached the man of God,

and spoke unto the king of Israel, and said.

Thus hath said the Lord, Forasmuch as

the Syrians have said, "A God of the hills is

the Loud, but he is not God of the vallej^s:"

will I deliver all this great multitude into

thy hand ; and ye shall know that I am the

Lord.

29 And they encamped one opposite the

other for seven days. And it happened, that

on the seventh day the battle took place : and
the children of Israel smote of the Syrians a

hundred thousand men on foot in one day.

30 But tho.se that were left fled to Aphek,
into the city; but the city-wall" fell upon the

twenty and seven thousand men that had
been left. And Ben-hadad tied, and came into

the city, into an innermost'' chamber.

31 And his servants said unto him. Behold

• Philippson supposes that the wall fell, as the city was

taken by assault.

^ Heb. "into a chamber within a chamber."
" llashi. Arnheim, "and the men watched and h.ist-

ened to assure them, whether he spoke of him," i'. e. Ben-
hadad.
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now, we have heard that the kings of the

house of Israel are merciful kings : let us, we
pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and
ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king
of Israel : peradventure he may save thy life.

32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins,

and ropes on their heads, and carne to the

king of Israel, and said. Thy servant Ben-
hadad hath said, I pray thee, let me live.

And he said, Is he yet alive? he is my bro-

ther.

33 Now the men took it for a good sign,

and hastened and caught at his word, whether
it was his earnest f and they said. Thy bro-

ther Ben-hadad! But he said, Go ye, bring

him. Then came Ben-hadad forth to him;
and he caused him to come up into the char

riot.

34 And he'' said unto him, The cities,

which my father took from thy father, will I

restore; and thou canst lay out for thyself

streets in Damascus, as my father laid out in

Samaria. "And" I for my part will send

thee away wnth this covenant." So he made
a covenant with him, and sent him away.

35 ^ And a certain man of the sons of the

prophets said unto his companion, By' the

word of the Lord, smite me, I pray thee.

But the man refused to smite him.

36 Then said he mito him. Forasmuch as

thou hast not obeyed the voice of the Lord,

behold, w'heu thou goest away from me, a

lion^ shall slay thee. And he went away
from him, when a lion found him, and slew

him.

37 Then he met with another man, and
said, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man
smote him, smiting and wounding (him).

38 And the prophet then went, and placed

himself before the king on the way, and dis-

guised himself with a bandage over his eyes.

39 And as the king passed b}', he cried

unto the king, and said. Thy servant went out

into the midst of the battle ; and, behold, a

man turned aside, and brought unto me a man,
and said, Guard this man; if by any means
he be missing, then shall thy life be (forfeit)

" Ben-hadad. .' Words of Achab.
' llashi and Arnheim so divide the verse. Others,

"said to his companion by the word of the Lord, Smite

me," itc.

« Disobedience to prophets is punishable sin. (Deut.

xviii. 19.)
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for his life, or else thou shalt weigh me down
a talent of silver.

40 But it happened as thy servant was

busy here and there, that he was gone. And
the king of Israel said unto him. So is thy

sentence; thou thyself hast decided it.

41 And he hastened, and removed the band-

age from his e^'cs ; and the king of Israel re-

cognised him that he was one of the prophets.

42 And he said unto him. Thus hath said

the Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy

hand the man whom I had caught in my net,"

therefore shall thy life be the forfeit for his

life, and thy people for his people.

43 And the king of Israel went to' his

house low-spirited and displeased, and he came
to Samaria.

CHAPTER XXI.

1 ^ And it came to pass after these events,

that Naboth the Yizre'elite had a vineyard,

which was in Yizre'el, near the palace of

Achab the king of Samaria.
2' And Achab spoke unto Naboth, saying,

Give me thy vineyard, that it may serve me
for an herb-garden, because it is near unto

my house ; and I will give thee in its stead a

^'ineyard better than it
;

(or,) if it seem good

in thy eyes, I will give thee the money, the

value of the same.

3 And Naboth said to Achab, Far be it

from me before the Lord, that I should give

the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.

4 And Achab came into his house low-

spirited and displeased because of the word
which Naboth the Yizre'elite had spoken to

him, when he said, I will not give unto thee

the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid

himself do'wn upon his bed, and turned away
his face, and would eat no food.

5 But Izebel his wife came to him, and
spoke unto him. Why is thy spirit so sad,

and why eatest thou no food?

6 And he said unto her, Because I spoke
unto Naboth the Yizre'elite, and said unto
him. Give me thy vineyard for money; or

else, if it please thee, I will give thee a vine-

yard in its stead ; but he hath said, I will not

give unto thee my vineyard.

7 Then said unto him Izebel his wife,

' Redak, after Midrash. Jonathan, "who deserved to

die." Arnheim, "the man in my net."

Dost thou now govei'n the kingdom of Is-

rael ?'' arise, eat bread, and let thy heart be

merry: I will myself give thee the vine-

yard of Naboth the Yizre'elite.

8 So she wrote letters in Achab's name,

and sealed them with his seal; and she sent

the letters unto the elders and to the nobles

who were in his city, and who dwelt near

Naboth.

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying.

Proclaim a flist, and cause Naboth to sit at

the head of the people

:

10 And seat two men, worthless fellows,

opposite to him, and let them bear witness

against him, saying. Thou hast blasphemed

God and the king; and then lead him forth,

and stone him, that he may die.

11 And the men of his city, the elders and

the nobles, those Avho dwelt in his city, did

as Izebel had sent unto them, as was wi'itten

in the letters which she had sent unto them.

12 They proclaimed a fast, and caused

Naboth to sit at the head of the people.

13 And there came in two men, worthless

fellows, and seated themselves opposite to

him : and these worthless men testified against

him, against Naboth, in the presence of the

people, saying, Nal)oth hath blasphemed God
and the king. Then they led him forth out

of the city, and stoned him with stones, that

he died.

14 And they sent to Izebel, saying, Naboth
hath been stoned, and is dead.

15 And it came to pass, when Izebel heard

that Naboth had been stoned, and was dead,

that Izebel said to Achab, Arise, take posses-

sion of the vineyard of Naboth the Yizre'elite,

which he refused to give thee for money ; for

Naboth is not alive, but dead.

16 And it came to pass, when Achab heard

that Naboth was dead, that Achab rose up to

go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Yiz-

re'elite, to take possession of it.

17 ^ And the word of the Lord came to

Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

18 Arise, go down to meet Achab the king

of Israel, who is in Samaria: behold, he is in

the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone

down to take possession of it.

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying,

' " Thou art yet in possession of the royal power over

Israel."

—

Arnheim.
419
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Thus hath said the Lord, Hast thou murdered,

and also taken possession? And thou shalt

speak unto him, saying, Thus hath said the

Lord, In the place" where the dogs licked the

blood of Naboth shall the dogs lick thy blood,

yes, thine also.

20 And Achab said to Elijah, Hast thou

found me, my enemy? And he answered,

I have found thee; because thou hast sold

thyself to do what is evil in the eyes of the

Lord.

21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee,

and I will sweep out after thee, and will cut

off from Achab every male, and the guarded

and fortified in Israel,

22 And I will make thy house like the

house of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, and like

the house of Ba'sha the son of Achiyah, for

the provocation wherewith thou hast provok-

ed me to anger, and induced Israel to sin.

23 And also concerning Izebel hath the

Lord spoken, saying, The dogs shall eat Ize-

bel in the valley** of Yizre'el.

24 Him that dieth of Achab in the city

shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the

field shall the fowls of the heavens eat.

25 But indeed there was none like unto

Achab, who sold himself to do what is evil in

the eyes of the Lord, to which Izebel his wife

incited him.

2G And he acted very abominably in fol-

lowing the idols, in all things just as had
done the Emorites, Avhom the Lord had
driven out before the children of Israel.

27 And it came to pass, when Achab heard
these words, that he rent his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his flesh," and fasted, and
slept in the sackcloth, and walked about bare-

footed."

28 ^ And the word of the Lord came to

Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

29 Hast thou seen how Achab hath hum-
bled himself before nie? therefore, because he
hath humbled himself before me, will I not

bring the evil in his days : in the days of his

son will I bring the evil upon his house.

CHAPTER XXII.

• R. Jos. Schwarz renders Dipoa " in punishment for," as

the pool at Samaria, where Achab's blood was spilt, could

never have conveyed the blood of the slain king to Yizre'el.
"" After Jonathan. Others, "at the outer wall," &c.

"On Ills body."

—

Arnheim, and others, who always

1 ^ And they remained (at rest) three

years, there being no war between Syria and
Israel.

2 ^ And it came to pass in the third year
that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came
down to the king of Israel.

3 And the king of Israel said unto his ser-

vants. Know ye that Ramoth in Gil'ad is

ours, and we remain idle, without taking it

out of the hand of the king of Syria?

4 And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt
thou go with me to the battle against Ra-
moth-gil'ad? And Jehoshaphat said to the

king of Israel, I (will be) like thee, my peo-

ple like thy people, my horses like th}- horses.

5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of

Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, to-day (first) of

the word of the Lord.

6 Then assembled the king of Israel the

prophets, about four hundred men, and said

unto them. Shall I go against Ramoth-gil'ad

to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said,

Go up; and the Lord will deliver (it) into

the hand of the king."

7 And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here

a prophet of the Eternal besides, that we
might inquire of him ?

8 And the king of Israel said unto Jeho-

shaphat, There is j^et one man, by whom we
might inquire of the Lord ; but I hate him

;

for he will never prophesy good concernuig

me, but evil; (it is) Michayhu the son of

Yimlah. And Jehoshaphat said. Let not the

king say so.

9 Then called the king of Israel a certain

officer, and said. Hasten hither Michayhu the

son of Yimlah.
10 And the king of Israel and Jehosha-

phat the king of Judah were sitting each on
his throne, dressed in their regal garments, in

a threshing-floor at the entrance of the gate

of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied

before them.

11 And Zedekiah' the son of Kena'anah

* Jonathan. Others, "he walked about heavy-hearted,"

or "slowly," "softly;" but the actual idea is, that he dis-

played regret in his outward demeanour, even in his walk,

his gait being changed.
' Ambiguous, not clearly defining what king, or wliat

render 1173, when used as here, with "body," and not
[

should be delivered. Lit., "the Loud will deliver into," itc.

"flesh." Correctly, Zidkci/ah.
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made himself horns of iron : and he said, Thus
hath said the Lord, With these shall thou

push the Syrians, until thou have made an

end of them.

12 And all the prophets prophesied so,

saying, Go up to Ramoth-gil'ad, and prosper;

and the Lord will deliver it into the king's

hand.

13 And the messenger that went to call

Michayhu spoke unto him, saying, Behold

now, the words of the prophets are with one

voice" good for the king; do let thy word, I

pray thee, be like the word of any one of

them, and speak something good.

14 And Michayhu said, As the Lord liv-

eth, what the Lord may say unto me, that

Avill I speak.

15 And when he was come to the king,

the king said unto him, Michayhu, shall we
go against Ramoth-gil'ad to battle, or shall

we forbear ? And he answered him, Go, and
prosper, and may* the Lord deliver it into

the hand of the king.

16 And the king said unto him. How many
times yet must I adjure thee that thou shalt

not speak to me any thing but the truth in

the name of the Lord?
17 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered

over the mountain, as flocks that have not a

shepherd ; and the Lord said, These have no
master; let them return every man to his

house in peace.

18 And the king of Israel said unto Jeho-

shaphat. Did I not say unto thee that he

would not prophesy concerning me any good,

but (only) evil?

19 And he said. Therefore hear thou the

word of the Lord : I saw the Lord sitting on
his throne, and all the host of heaven stand-

ing by him on his right and on his left.

20 And the Lord said, Who will persuade

Achab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-
gil'ad? And one said in this manner, and
another said in that manner.

21 And there came forth a" spirit, and
placed himself before the Lord, and said, I

will persuade him. ''And the Lord said unto

him, Wlrerewith?
22 And he said, I will go forth, and I will

be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his pro-

Heb. "mouth."
Rashi. Others, " for the Lord will," &c.

phets. And he said, Thou wilt persuade

him, and also prevail : go forth, and do so.

2.3 And now, behold, the Lord hath put a

lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy pro-

phets; but the Lord hath spoken evil con-

cerning thee.

24 And Zedekiah the son of Kena'anah
went near, and struck Michayhu on the

cheek, and said. Which way passed the Spirit

of the Lord away from me to speak with
thee?

25 And Michayhu said. Behold, thou shalt

see it on that day, when thou shalt go into the

innermost chamber to hide thyself.

26 And the king of Israel said, Take Mi-
chaj'hu, and carry him back unto Amon the

governor of the city, and unto Joash the

king's son;

27 And say. Thus hath said the king. Put
this man in the prison, and feed him with
sparing bread and with sparing water, until I

come home in peace.

28 And Michayhu said. If thou return at

all in peace, then hath the Lord not spoken
thi'ough me. And he said, Hear it, all ye
nations

!

29 ^ So the king of Israel went up with
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah to Ramoth-
gil'ad.

30 And the king of Israel said unto Jeho-

shaphat, I will disguise myself, and enter

into the battle; but do thou put on thy regal

garments. And the king of Israel disguised

himself, and went into the battle.

31 And the king of Syria had commanded
the captains over his chariots, thirty-two (in

number,) saying. Fight neither with a small

nor a great one, save only with the king of

Israel alone.

32 And it came to pass, when the captains

of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they
said, Surely this is the king of Israel. And
they turned aside against him to fight: and
Jehoshaphat cried out.

33 And it came to pass, when the captains

of the chariots perceived that it was not the

king of Israel, that they turned back from
following him.

34 But a man drew his bow at a venture,

and struck the king of Israel between the

' Lit. "The spirit."

'' In the English version, verse 22 commences here.
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joints* and the armour: wherefore he said

unto his cliariot-driver, Turn alwut, and carry

nie out of tlio camp; for I am wounded.''

.85 And the battle increased on that day;

and the king was stayed up in his chariot

against the Syrians; but he died in the even-

ing: and the blood of the wound flowed down
into the hollow of the chariot.

3G And there went a proclamation through-

out the camp at the going down of the sun,

saying, E\-ery man to his city, and every

man to his own land.

37 So the king died, and was brought to

Samaria; and they buried the king in Sa-

maria.

38 And the chariot was washed out at the

pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his

blood, as they washed his armour;" accoi'ding

to the word of the Lord which he had spoken.

39 Now the rest of the acts of Achab, and
all that he did, and the ivory house which
he built, and all the cities that he built, be-

hold, they are written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Israel.

40 So Achab slept with his fiithers; and
Achazyahu his son became king in his stead.

41 ][ And Jehoshaphat the son of Assa
became king over Judah in the fourth year
of Achab the king of Isi-ael.

42 Jehoshaphat was thirty and five ^ears

old when he became king; and twenty and
five years did he reign in Jerusalem. And
his mother's name was 'Azubah the daughter
of Shilchi.

43 And he walked in all the ways of Assa
his father; he turned not aside from it; doing
what is right in the eyes of the Lord :

44'' Nevertheless the high-places were not

* Kaslii interprets, that it was what is called a scaly

armour, in which the scales cover the perforations of the

coat of mail, in one of which the arrow struck.
* lleb. " made sick."
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removed; for the people still offered, and
burnt incense on the high-places.

45 And Jehoshaphat made peace with the

king of Israel.

40 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,

and his mighty deeds that he showed, and
how he warred, behold, they are written in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-

dah.

47 And the remnant of the sodomites,

which had lieen left in the days of his father

Assa, did he put away out of the land.

48 There Avas then no king in Edom: a
deputy was king.

49 Jehoshaphat made Thar.shish-ships to

go to Ophir for gold : but they went not; for

the ships were wrecked at 'Ezyon-geber.

50 Then said Achazyahu the son of Achab
unto Jehoshaphat, Let my servants go with
thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat
would not.

51 And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers,

and was buried with his fiithers in the city

of David his father: and Jehoram his son

became king in his stead.

52 ]| Achaz3ahu the son of Achab became
king over Israel in Samaria in the seven-

teenth year of Jehoshaphat, the king of Ju-

dah ; and he reigned over Israel two years.

53 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, and walked in the way of his

father, and in the way of his mother, and in

the way of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, who
had induced Israel to sin.

54 And he served Ba'al, and bowed down
to him, and he provoked to anger the Lord
the God of Israel, all just as his father had
done.

" After Jonathan. But others render, "while the har-

lots bathed therein."
'' This is a part of verse 43 in the English version, in

which the chapter has but 53 verses.



THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS,

CONTAINING THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF ISRi\:EL TO THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE.

CHAPTER I.

1 Then did Moab rebel against Israel after

the death of Achab.
2 And Achazyah fell down through the

lattice in his upper chamber that was in Sar

maria, and became sick : and he sent messen-

gers, and said unto them, Go, inquire of

Ba'al-zebub" the god of 'Ekron whether I shall

recover from this sickness.

3 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Elijah

the Tishbite, Arise, go ujj to meet the mes-
sengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto
them, Is it because there is not a God in Is-

rael, that ye go to inquire of Ba'al-zebub the

god of 'Ekron?
4 Now therefore, thus hath said the Lord,

From the bed on which thou art gone up
shalt thou not come down; for thou shalt

surely die. And Elijah depai'ted.

5 And the messengers returned unto him,

and he said unto them, Why is this that ye
are already returned ?

6 And they said unto him. There came up
a man to meet us, and said unto us. Go, return

unto the king that hath sent you, and say

unto him. Thus hath said the Lord, Is it be-

cause there is not a, God in Israel, that thou
sendest to inquire of Ba'al-zebub the god of

'Ekron? therefore from the bed on which
thou art gone up shalt thou not come down

;

for thou shalt surely die.

7 And he spoke unto them. What is the

manner of the man who came up to meet you,

and spoke unto you these words?
8 And they said unto him, He is a hairy

man, with a girdle of leather girded about
his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tish-

bite.

' Literally, " tbe lord of flies;" probably so called be-

cause he was supposed to defend the people from flies.

9 Then did he send unto him a captain

of fifty with his fifty; and he went up to

him, and, behold, he was sitting on the top of

the mount ; and he spoke unto him, man
of God, the king hath commanded, Come
down.

10 And Elijah answered and said to the

captain of the fifty. And if I be a man of God,
let a fire come down from heaven and consume
thee and thy fifty. And there came down a

fire from heaven, and consumed him and his

fifty.

11 And he sent again unto him another
captain of fifty with his fifty. And he com-
menced and spoke unto him, man of God,
thus hath the king said. Come down quickly.

12 And Elijah answered and spoke unto

them. If I be a man of God, let a fire come
down from heaven, and consume thee and thy
fifty. And the fire of God came dovm from
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.

13 And he sent again a captain of fifty

the third time*" with his fifty. And the third

captain of fifty went up, and came and bent

down on his knees before Elijah, and besought

him, and spoke unto him, man of God, I

pray thee, let my life and the life of these

fifty thy servants be pi'ecious in thy eyes.

14 Behold, there came down a fire from
heaven, and consumed the two captains of the

first fifties with their fifties; and now let

my life be pi'ecious in thy eyes.

15 ^ And the angel of the Lord spoke

unto Elijah, Go down with him : he not afraid

of him. And he arose, and went down with

him unto the king.

16 And he spoke unto him, Thus hath

said the Lord, Forasmuch as thou didst send

messengers to inquire of Ba'al-zebub the God

^ Arnheim. Others, " the third fifty."
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of 'Ekron, as though there were no God in

Israel to inquire of his word : therefore

from the bed on which thou art gone up shalt

thou not come down;' for thou shalt surely

die.

17 And he died, according to the word of

the Lord which Elijah had spoken; and Je-

horam became king in his stead in the second

year of Jehoram'' the son of Jehoshaphat the

king of Judah; because he had no son.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Achazyahu
which he did, behold, they are written in the

book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And it came to pass, when the Lord
was about to take up Elijah by a storm-wind

to heaven, that Elijah went out with Elisha'

from Gilgal.

2 And Elijah said unto Elisha', Remain, I

pray thee, here; for the Lord hath sent me as

far as Bethel. But Elisha' said, As the Lord
liveth, and as thj^ .soul livetli, I will not leave

thee. So they went down to Beth-el.

3 And the sons" of the prophets that were
at Beth-el came forth to Elisha', and said unto

him, Knowest thou that to-day the Lord will

take away thy master from thy head? And
he said, I also know it ; be still.

4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha', re-

main, I pray thee, here; for the Lord hath

sent me to Jericho. But he said, As the

Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not

leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were
at Jericho came near to Elisha', and said unto

him, Knowest thou that to-day the Lord will

take away thy master from thy head ? And
he said, I also know it; be still.

6 And Elijah said unto him. Remain, I

pray thee, here ; for the Lord hath sent me
to the Jordan. But he said, As the Lord

* In the Kast, there is usually at the end of each cham-
ber a little gallery, raised three or four feet above the

floor, with a ballustradc in front, to which they gn up by
a few steps: here they place their beds; an allusion to

which situation is involved in this declaration of Elijah's,

and frequently referred to in the Sacred Scriptures. (See

Gen. xlix. 4.)
' As it is said in chap. iii. 1, that he began his reign in

the eighteenth of Jehoshaphat, it is supposed that Jeho-
shaphat admitted his son Jehoram to reign with him,
eight or nine years before his death : hence, the second
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liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave

thee. So the.se two went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the pro-

phets went, and stood opposite (to them) afar

oflf: and those two stood by the Jordan.

8 And Elijah took his mantle, and folded

it together, and smote the waters, and they
were divided hither and thither, and they

went both over on dry ground.

9 And it came to pas.s, when they passed

over, that Elijah said unto Elisha', Ask what
I shall do for thee, before I shall be taken
away from thee. And Elisha' said, Let there

be, I pray thee, a double portion** of thy spirit

upon me.
10 And he said. Thou hast asked a hard

thing: if thou see me when I am taken from
thee, it shall be so (given) unto thee; but if

not, it shall not be.

11 And it came to pass, as they went on,

speaking as they were going, that, behold,

there came a chariot of fire, and horses of

fire, and parted them both asunder; and Eli-

jah went up by a storm-wind* to heaven.

12 And Elisha' saw it, and he cried. My
father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and
their horsemen.' And he saAV him no more

:

and he took hold of his clothes, and rent them
in two pieces.

13 And he lifted up the mantle of Elijah

that had fallen from him, and went back, and
stood by the border of the Jordan

;

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that

had fallen from him, and smote the Avaters,

and said. Where is the Lord the God of Eli-

jah ? and when he also had smitten the

waters, they parted hither and thither; and
Elisha' passed over.

15 And when the sons of the prophets

who were at Jericho, at a distance, saw
him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth
rest on Elisha'. And they came forth to meet

year that Jehoram was associate king, and the eighteenth

of Jehoshaphat.
" I. e. As the Targuraist renders K'O] 'TaSn " disciples

of the prophets."
'' 1-lalbag suggests that it means that Elisha requested

to obtain a twofold portion of Elijah's spirit above the

other disciples, regarding himself as his spiritual first-

born, who was entitled to a double portion. (See Deut.

xxi. 17.)
' Arnhcim, "storm-cloud."
' Jonathan, "who wast better for Israel by thy prayers

than their chariots and horsemen."
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him, and bowed themselves unto him to the

ground.

16 And they said unto him, Behold now,
there are among thy sei'vants fifty strong

men; let them go, we pray tliee, and seek

thy master; peradventure the Spirit of the

Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon
one of the mountains, or into one of the val-

leys. And he said. Ye must not send.

1 7 And they urged him till he was ashamed,*

when he said. Send. And they sent fifty men

;

and they sought three days, but found him
not.

1

8

And they returned again to him, for he

had remained at Jericho; and he then said

unto them, Did I not say unto you, Ye should

not go?

19 ^ And the men of the city said unto

Elisha', Behold, I pray thee, the situation of

this city is good, as my lord seeth; but the

water is bad, and the land causeth untimely
births.

20 And he said. Fetch me a new fiask,

and put salt therein: and they fetched it to

him.

21 And he went forth unto the spring of

the waters, and cast therein the salt, and
said. Thus hath said the Lord, I have healed

these waters; there shall not be fi'om thei'e

any more death or untimely births.

22 So the waters were healed unto this

day, according to the word of Elisha' which
lie spoke.

23 ]| And he went up from there to Beth-el

:

and as he was going up by the Avay there

came forth young lads* out of the city, and
they mocked him, and said unto him. Go up,

bald-head! go up, bald-head!

24 And he turned back, and looked on
them, and cursed them in the name of the

Lord; and there came forth two she-bears out

of the forest, and tore of them forty and two
children.

25 And he went from there to mount
Carm6l, and from there he returned to Sa-

"
i'. e. till he was ashamed to refuse any longer.

'' The words D'jDp D">i'J not only signify little chil-

dren, liut young men ; for lup signifies not only little,

but young, in opposition to old; and l^'j signifies not

only a child, but a young man, grown to years of matu-
rity: thus Isaac is called "i^'j when perhaps over thirty-

years old, Joseph when thirty, and Rehobo'am when forty.

3 D

CHAPTER in.

1 ^ And Jehoi'am the son of Achab be-

came king over Israel iii Samaria in the

eighteenth year of Jehosliaphat the king of

Judah, and he reigned twelve years.

2 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord; but not like his father, and like

his mother; and he removed the statue of
Ba'al which his father had made.

3 Nevertheless unto the sins of Jerobo'am
the son of Nebat, who had induced Israel to

sin, did he cleave; he departed not there-

from.

4 ][ And Mesha' the king of Moab was a
sheepmaster, and rendered as tribute unto
the king of Israel a hundred thousand lambs,

and a hundred thousand rams, with the wool.

5 And it came to pass, when Achab was
dead, that the king of Moab rebelled against

the king of Israel.

6 And king Jehoram went out of Samaria
at that time, and numbered all Israel.

7 And he went and sent to Jehosliaphat

the king of Judah, saying. The king of Moiib

hath rebelled against me : wilt thou go with
me against Moab to battle? And he said, I

will go up, I as thyself, my people as thy
people, my horses as thy horses.

8 And he said. Which way shall we go

up ? And he said. The way through the wil-

derness of Edom.
9 So the king of Israelwent, with the king

of Judah, and the king of Edom ; and they

took a circuitous route, a seven days' journey

;

and there was no water for the camp, and for

the cattle that followed in their train.

10 And the king of Israel said, Alas! that

the Lord hath called these three kuigs, to

deliver them into the hand of Moilb

!

11 But Jehoshaphat said. Is there not here

a prophet of the Lord, that we may inquire

of the Lord from him? And there answered
one of the king of Israel's servants and said,

Here is Elisha' the son of Shaphat, who pour-

ed" water on the hands of Elijah.

These idolatrous young men, having heard of the ascen-

sion of Elijah, without believing it, blasphemously bade

Elisha' follow him.—After Abarbanel.
" i. e. "Had waited on him." Elisha" must therefore

have followed the army in the wilderness, to be ready to

take advantage of circumstances to preach the word of

God.

—

Philippson.
425
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12 And Jelioshaphat .said, The Avord of fho

LoKD is with him. And there Avent down to

him the kinp; of Israel and Jehoshaphat and
the king of Edom went down to him.

13 And EHsha' said unto the king of Is-

rael, What have I to do with thee? go to the

prophets of thy fjither, and to the prophets

of thy mother. And the king of Israel said

unto him, Not so; for the Lord hath called

these three kings, to deliver them into the

hand of Moiib.

14 And Elisha' said, As the Lord of hosts

liveth, before whom I have stood, surely,

Avere it not that I regard the presence of

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I Avould not
look toward thee, nor see thee.

15 But now bring me a musician. And
it came to pass, when the musician placed,

that the hand'' of the Lord came upon him.

IG And he said. Thus hath said the Lord,

Make this valley full of ditches.

17 For thus hath said the Lord, Ye shall

not perceive wind, nor shall ye see rain
;
yet

tliis valley shall be filled Avith Avater, that ye
may drink, yourseh^es, and your flocks, and
your cattle.

18 And this is yet too light a thing in the
eyes of the Lord; and he Avill also deliver

the Moiibites into your hand.
19 And ye shall smite e\'ery fortified city,

and every choice city, and every good tree

shall ye fell, and all springs of Avater shall ye
stoj), and every good piece of land shall ye
spoil Avith stones.

20 And it came to pass in the morning, at

the time Avhen the meat-offering is offered,

that, behold, there came Avater by the Avay

from Edom, and the country Avas filled Avith

the Avater.

21 And Avhen all the Moiibites heard that
the kings Avere come up to fight against them,
they Avere called together from every one Avho

was girded Avith a sword,** and upAvard, and
they posted themselves on the border.

* J. e. The power to foresee what was impending.
^ Lit. "girdle;" j. c. from the youngest that could

buckle on a sword, to those of a higher age.

"Jonathan. Arnhciui, literally, "they have ruined
themselves."

* Some suppose that the prince thus sacriBced was a

son of the Kdumean king who had fallen iuto the hand
of the .^Ioabit<^ wherefore he frit indignant at Israel,

whose alliain'i! had lirouglit him su nniih evil. Others,
again, understand that Mesha' slew his own son, which

4ZH

22 And Avhen they rose up early in the
morning, and the sun shone upon the Avater,

the MoLlbites saw the water at a distance as

red as blood.

23 And they said, This is blood : the kings
have certainly"' had a contest among them-
seh-es, and they have smitten one another:
and noAA', up to the spoil, Moiib.

24 But Avhen they came to the camp of Is-

rael, the Israelites rose up and smote the
Moabites, so that they fled before them ; and
thc}^ smote the Moiibites completely, even in

their OAvn countrj-.

25 And the cities they pvdled down, and
into every good piece of land they cast every
man his stone, and filled it up, and CA^ery

spring of Avater they stopped, and every good
tree they felled, until they left only its stones

in Kir-chareseth, and this the slingers encom-
passed and smote it.

26 And Avhen the king of Moiib saAv that
the battle Avas too strong for him, he took
with him seven hundred men that drcAv the

sword, to break through unto the king of

Edom ; but they could not.

27 Then took he his eldest"* son that should
ha\'e reigned in his stead, and offered him for

a burnt-offering upon the Avail. And there
Avas great indignation against Israel: and
they departed from him, and returned to

their land.

CHAPTER IV.

1 T[ And a certain Avoman, of the Avives of
the sons of the prophets cried unto Elisha',

saj-ing, Th}- serA-ant my husband is dead

;

and thou avcU knoAvest that thy servant Avas

one Avho feared the Lord : and noAv the credi-

tor is come to take my tA\'o sons unto himself
for servants."'

2 And Elisha' said unto her, What shall I

do for thee ? tell me, Avhat hast thou in the
house? And she said. Thy handmaid hath
nothing in the house, save a pot of oil. •

revolting spectacle broke up tlie confederacy. Rashi,
and others, that God's wrath was kindled against the Is-

raelites, who were then idolaters.
* This pa,ssago proves that w.ith the prevalence of idola-

try the purer principles of the law fell into disuse. The
power of taking a human being into bondage for debt, is

nowhere conferred upon the creditor; and here we see

that the widow of one of the scholars of the prophets is

threatened by her creditor with the servitude of her chil-

dren.
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3 And he said, Go borrow for thyself

vessels from abroad from all thy neighbours,

empty vessels, let them not be a few.

4 And then go home, and lock the door

Ijehind thee and behind thy sons, and then

pour out into all those vessels ; and that which

is full thou shalt set aside.

5 So she went from him, and locked the

door behind her and behind her sons, who
brought the vessels near to her, and she poured

out.

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels

were full, that she said unto her son. Bring

near to me yet another vessel ; and he said

unto her, There is not a vessel more ; and the

oil stayed.

7 Then came she and told it to the man
of God ; and he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay
thy debt, and thou with thy children shalt

live of the rest.

8 ^ And it happened one day, that Elisha'

passed over to Shunem, and there was a great

woman, and she constrained him to eat bread

;

and it happened, that as oft as he passed by,

he used to turn in thither to eat bread.

9 And she said unto her husband. Behold

now, I perceive that this is a holy man of

God, who passeth through by us continu-

ally.

10 Let us then make a little upper cham-
ber, on the wall ; and let us set for him there

a bed, and a table, and a chair, and a candle-

stick; and it shall be, when he cometh to us,

that he shall turn in thither.

11 And it happened one day, that he came
thither, and he turned into the chamber, and
lay" there.

12 And he said to Gechazi his servant.

Call this Shunammite ; and he called her, and
she stood before him.

13 And he said unto him. Say now unto
her. Behold, thou hast been at pains to take

all this trouble for us; what is to be done for

thee ? wouldest thou be spoken for to the

king, or to the chief of the army ? and she

answered, I dwell among my own people.''

14 And he said. What then is to be done

* Others, " slept."
'' " Among my relatives: no one injures me, and I have

no need of the aid of the king or the chief of the army."—Rashi.
° See Gen. xviii. 10.
'' This passage proves the correctness of the rabbini-

for her? and Gechazi said, Verilj', she hath

no son, and her husband is. old.

15 And he said. Call lier; and he called

her, and she stood in the door.

16 And he said, At this season, next year,"

thou shalt embrace a son : and she said. No, my
lord, man ofGod, do not deceive thy hand-maid.

17 But the woman conceived, and bore a

son at that season in the following year, as

Elisha' had spoken unto her.

18 And the child grew up; and it happen-

ed one day, that he went out to his father to

the reapers.

19 And he said unto his father. My head,

my head; and he said to a lad. Carry him to

his mother.

20 And he took him up, and brought him
to his mother, and he sat on her knees till

noon, when he died.

21 And she went up, and laid him on the

bed of the man of God, and locked the door

behind him, and went out,

22 And she called unto her husband, and
said. Send me, I pray thee, one of the young
men, and one of the she-asses, that I may
hasten as far as the man of God, and return.

23 And he said, Wherefore art thou going

to him to-day ? it is neither new moon, nor
sabbath ;'' and she said. It is well.

24 Then she saddled the she-ass, and said

to her servant. Drive, and go fom^ard ; do not
restrain me in riding, unless I say it to thee,

25 So she went and came unto the man of

God to mount Carmel; and it came to pass,

when the man of God saw her afar off, that

he said to Gechazi his servant. Behold, yonder
is that Shunammite.

26 Now do run to meet her, and say unto
her. Is it well with thee"? is it well with thy
husband ? is it Avell with the child ? and she

answered, It is well.

27 And she came to the man of God to the

mount, and caught hold of his feet; and
Gechazi came near to thrust her away; but

the man of God said. Let her alone; for her

soul is grieved within her; and the Lord hath
hidden it from me, and hath not told it me.

cal rule that a person should wait upon his teacher on the

festival ; for the husband remonstrated with the wife, thai

it being neither sabbath, which includes the festivals, nor
new moon, there was no cause for her going to Elisha'

;

and no doubt to calm his uneasiness on that account, she

I
answered him, "It is peace," meaning, " All is well."

427
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28 And she said, Did I request a son from

my lord ? did I not say, Do not lead me astray ?

29 Then said he to Gechazi, Gird up thy

loins, and take my staff in thy hand, and go

thy May; if thou meet any man, thou shalt

not salute him; and if any salute thee, thou

«haU not answer him; and lay my staff upon

the face of the lad.

30 And the mother of the lad said, As

the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will

not leave thee. And he arose and followed her.

31 And Gechazi passed on before them,

and laid the staff upon the face of the lad
;

but there was neither voice, nor perceptible
|

sound ; Avherefore he went back to meet him,

and told him, saying, The lad is not awakened.

32 And Avhen Elisha' was come into the f

house, behold, the lad was dead, laid upon

;

his bed.
j

33 Ajid he went in and locked the door

behind both of them, and prayed unto the

Loud.

34 And he went up, and laid himself upon

the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth,

and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands

upon his hands; and he stretched himself

upon him; and the llesh oFthe child became

warm.
35 Then he returned, and walked in the

house to and fro; and went up, and stretched

himself (again) upon him : and the lad sneezed

as many as seven times, and the lad opened

his eyes.

36 And he called Gechazi, and said, Call

this Siiunammite, so he called her; and she

came in unto him ; and he said. Take up thy

son.

37 Then she went in, and foil at his feet,

and Ixjwed herself to the ground, and took up

her son, and went out.

38 ^[ And f]Iisha' returned to Gilgal; and

there was a famine in tlie land; and the sons

of the pro[)hets were sitting before him : and

he said inito his servant, Set on the large pot,

nnd seethe pottage for the sons of the pro-

phets.

39 And one went out into the field to

gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and

gathered thereof wild colocynths his garment

' Pliilippson, "rid him."
' The kinjT of Syria, from his ignorance of the customs

of Israel, where the king possessed no power over the
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full, and came and cut them up into the pot

of pottage; for they knew them not.

40 And they poured it out for the men to

eat ; and it came to pass, as they were eating

of the pottage, that they cried out, and said,

Death is in the pot, man of God. And they

could not eat.

41 But he said, Then bring some meal.

And he cast it into the pot ; and he said. Pour
it out for the people, tliat they may eat. And
there was nothing bad in the pot.

42 ^ And there came a man from Ba'al-

shalishah, and brought unto the man of God
bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of bar-

ley bread, and fresh ears of corn in his scrip

;

and he said. Give it unto the people, that

they may eat.

43 And his servitor said, What, shall I set

this before a- hundred men? And he said.

Give it unto the people, that they may eat;

for thus hath said the Lord, They shall eat,

and shall leave (thereof)

44 So he set it before them, and the^^ ate,

and left thereof, according to the word of the

Lord.

CHAPTER V;

1 ^ And Na'aman, the captain of the army
of the king of Syria, was a great man before

his lord, and highly honoured; because by
him had the Lord given victory unto Syria

:

and this man was valiant in war, (but) a

leper.

2 And the Syrians had gone out in preda-

tory troops, and had brought away captive

out of the land of Israel a little maiden ; and
she waited on Na'aman's wife.

3 And she said unto hor mistress, .Oh that

my lord were but before the prophet that is in

Samaria ! then would he heal" him ofhis lopro.sy

.

4 And he went in, and told his lord, say-

ing. Thus and thus hath spoken the maiden
that is from the land of Israel.

5 And the king of Syria said. Go to, go.

and I will .send a letter unto the king of

Israel; and he departed, and tookwitli him
ten talents of silver, and si.x thousand pieces

of gold, and ten changes of garments.

6 And he brousht the letter*" to the long

prophet, thought it .sufficient to address the former. Hence
the words of Elisha', "And he shall know that there is a

prophet in Israel."
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of Israel, which said, And" now when this let-

ter cometh unto thee, behold, I have sent to

thee Na'aman my servant, that thou mayest
heal him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of

Israel read the letter, that he rent his clothes,

and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive,

that this one doth send unto me to heal a

man of his leprosy? for know to a certainty,

I pray jou, and see that he but seeketh a

quarrel against me.

8 And it happened, when Elisha' the man
of God heard that the king of Israel had rent

his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying,

Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes ? let him
but come to me, and he shall know that there

is a prophet in Israel.

9 And Na'aman came with his horses and
and with his chariot, and remained at the

door of the house of Elisha'.

10 And Elisha' sent a messenger unto him,

saying, Go and bathe seven times in the Jor-

dan, and thy flesh shall be restored (healthy)

to thee, and thou shalt become clean.

11 But Na'aman became wroth, ahd went
away, and said, Behold, I had thought, He
Avill surel}- come out to me, and stand, and call

on the name of the Lord his God, and swing
his hand over the place, and heal the leper.

12 Are not Amanah .and Pharpar, the

rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters

of Israel ? may I not bathe in them, and be-

come clean ? and he turned and went away
in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spoke

unto him, and they said. My father, if the pro-

phet had l)iddeu thee a great thing, wouldest

thou not do it ? how much rather then, when
he hath said to thee, Bathe, and become clean?

14'. Then Avent he down, and dived seven

,
times in the Jordan, according to the word of

the man of God : and his flesh was restored

(healthy) like the flesh of a little boy, and he
became clean.

. 15 And he returned to the man of God, he
with all his camp, and came and stood before

hjm, and said. Behold, now I know that there is

no god on all the earth, but in Israel ; atid now,
I pray thee, take a present from thy servant.

"

16 But he said, As the Lord liveth before

Perhaps the conclusion of the letter.

Jonathan, "secret place;" others, "tower."

whom I have stood, I will take none ; and he
urged him to take it ; but he refused.

17 And Na'aman said. If (thou wilt) not,

(then) let there be given, I pray thee, mito
thy servant two mules' burden of earth ; for

thy servant will not ofler henceforth either

burnt-offering or peace-sacrifice unto other

gods, except unto the Lord.

18 For this thing may the Lord pardon thy
servant, that when my lord goeth into the

house of Rimmon to prostrate himself thei'e,

and he leaneth on my hand, and I prostrate

myself also in the house of Rimmon : when I

prostrate myself in the house of Rimmon, may
the Lord pardon thy "Servant for this thing.

19 And he said unto him. Go in peace; so

he departed from him some distance.

20 ^ But Gechazi, the servant of Elisha'

the man of God, said. Behold, my master
hath spared Na'aman, this Syrian, in not re-

ceiving from his hand what he had brought

:

but, as the Lord liveth, I will run after him,

and take some little thing from him.

21 So Gechazi hurried after Na'aman; and
when Na'aman saw him running after him,

he lighted down from the chariot to meet
him, and said. Is (all) well?

22 And he said, (All) is well. My mas-
ter hath sent me, saying. Behold, even now
there are come to me from the mountain of

Ephraim.two young men of the sons of the

prophets : do give them, I pray thee, a talent

of silver, and two changes of garments.

23 And Na'aman said. Give thy assent,

take two talents. And he urged him, and
bound up two talents of silver in two bags,

with two changes of "garments, and he gave

them unto his two young men, and they

carried them before him.

24 And when he came to the hill,*" he took

them from their hand, and bestowed themi in

the house : and he dismissed the men, and they

departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his

master. And Elisha' said unto him. Whence
comest thou, Gechazi? And he said, Thy
servant went not hither or thither.

26 Aaid he said unto him, Mj- mmd was
not gone," when the man turned round from

his chariot to meet thee. Is it a time to take

' Lit. "My heart was not gone," i. c. it did not escape

my knowledge.

'
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money, and to take garments, and oliveyards,

and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and

men-servants, and maid-servants?

27 May tlien the leprosy of Na'aman

cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever.

And he went out from his presence a leper

(aa white) as snow.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ And the sons of the prophets said unto

Elisha', Behold now, the place where we
dwell before thee is too narrow for us.

2 Let us go, we pray thee, as far as the Jor-

dan, and take thence every man one beam,

.and let us prepare for us there a place to

dwell therein. And he said. Go.

3 And one said. Give thy assent, I pray

thee, and go with thy servants. And he

said, I will indeed go.

4 So he went with them; and the}' came

to the Jordan, and they cut down trees.

5 But as one was felling a beam, the axe-

head" fell into the water : and he cried, and

said, Alas, my lord ! it Avas also'' borrowed.

6 And the man of God said, Where did it

fall? And he showed him the place. And
he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither;

and he caused the iron to swim.

7 And then said he, Lift it up to thee.

And he stretched out his hand, and took it.

8 Tf And the king of Syria i^jade war
against Israel, and took counsel with his ser-

vants, saying, In such and such a place shall

be my camp.
9 And the man of God sent unto the king

of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not

that place; for thither the Syrians are come
down.

10 And the king of Israel sent to the place,

which the man of God had told him and

warned him of, and he took care of himself

there; not once nor twice.

1

1

Therefore the heart of the king of Syria

was sorely troubled concerning this thing;

and he called for his servants, and said unto

them, Can ye not tell me who of us is for the

king of Israel?

12 And one jof his siervants said, Not so,

• Ueb. "iron."
' i. e. The loss is the greater because it belongs ta an-

other.

° i. e. Confound their sight, so that they may not know
what they see, and so mistake one place fur another. The
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my lord, king; but Elisha', the prophet

that is in Israel, can tell unto the king of

Israel the words that thou mayest speak in

thy sleeping-chamber.

13 And he said. Go and see where he is,

that I may send and fetch him. And it was
told unto him, saying. Behold, he is in Do-
than.

14 And he sent hither horses, and chariots,

and a strong army : and they came by night,

and surrounded the cit}-.

15 And the servant of the man of God
rose early, and went forth, when, behold, an
army compassed the city both with horses

and chariots. And his servant said unto
him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?

IG And he said, Fear not; for those that

are with us are more than those that are with

them.

17 And Elisha' prayed, and said, Lord,

open, I pray thee, his eyes, that he may see.

And the Lord opened the eyes of the young
man; and he saw, and behold, the mountain
was full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha'.

18 And when they came down to him,
Elisha' prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite,

I pray thee, this people with blindness." And
he smote them with blindness according fo

the word of Elisha'.

19 And Elisha' said unto them, This is not

the way, neither is this the city: follow me,
and I will lead you to the man whom ye
wish to seek. And he led them thus to Sa-

maria.

20 And it came to pass, when they were
come into Samaria, that Elisha' said. Lord,

open the eyes of these, that they may see.

And the Lord opened their eyes, and they
saw, and, behold, they were in the midst of

Samarki.

21 And the king of Israel said unto Elisha',

when he saw them, Shall I smite them ? Shall

I smite them, my father?

22 But he said, Thou shiilt not smite

them : woiddest thou smite those whom thou

hast taken captive with thy sword and with
thy bow?** set bread and water before them,

word D'liJO, rendered "blindness," occurs only here and in

Gen. xix. 11.
'' R.ishi. But Zunz, "Ilast thou taken them captive

with thy sword and with thy bow, that thou woiildcst

smite them?"
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that they may eat and drink, and go (back)

to their master.

23 And he prepared for them a great meal

;

and they ate and drank, and he sent them
away, and they went (back) to tlieir master.

And the predator^' bands of Syria came no
more into the land of Israel.

24 ^ And it came to pass after this, that

Ben-hadad the king of Syria assembled all

his camp, and went up, and besieged Sa-

maria.

2a And thei-e was a great famine in Sa-

maria ; and, behold, they besieged it, until an

ass's head was sold for eighty pieces of silver,

and the fourth part of a kab of dove's dung
for five pieces of silver.

26 And it happened as the king of Israel

was passing along upon the wall, that a wo-
man cried unto him, saying, Help, my lord,

king.

27 And he said. If the Lord do not help

thee, whence shall I help thee ? shall it be out

of the threshing-floor, or out of the wine-

press ?

28 And the king said unto her, What
ailetli thee ? And she said. This woman said

unto me, Give up thy son, that we may eat

him to-da}-, and my sou we will eat to-mor-

row.

29 So we boiled my son, and ate him ; but

when I said unto her on the next day. Give
up thy son, that we may eat him: she hid

her son.

30 And it came to pass, when the king

heard the words of the woman, that he rent

his clothes, as he was passing along upon the

wall; and the people looked, and, behold, he

had sackcloth beneath upon his flesh.

31 Then said he. May God do so and con-

tinue so yet farther, if the head of Elisha'

the son of ^aphat" shall remain on him this

day. . ^

32 But Elisha' was sitting in his house,

and the elders were sitting with him ; and he*"

'sent a man from before him; but before the

messenger could yet come to him, he said to

the elders, See ye how this son of the murderer

' Perhaps he expected, as Rasbi thinks, that Elisha'

ought and could have prevented the famine by procuring

the defeat of the Syrians, through his prayers; or per-

haps, as others suggest, he had dissuaded him from surren-

dering.
" Rashi adds, " the king ;" but it more properly refers to

hath sent to remove my head? look, when
the messenger cometh, shut the door, and
hold him back with the door : is not the sound
of his master's feet behind him ?

33 And while he was yet S23eaking with

them, behold, the messenger came down unto

him: and he" said. Behold, this evil is of the

Lord; what shall I hope for in the Lord any
longer?

CHAPTER VII.

1 ][ Then said Elisha', Hear ye the word
of the Lord : Thus hath said the Lord, About
this time to-morrow a seiih'' of fine flour shall

be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley

for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.

2 Then answered the lord of the king, on
whose hand he used to lean, the man of God,
and said. Behold, will the Lord make windows
in heaven, that this thing shall be ? And he
said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thy eyes,

but thereof shalt thou not eat.

3 ^ And there were four leprous men at the

entrance of the gate: and they said one to

another, Why do we remain' here until we
die ?

4 If Ave say, We will enter into the city,

then is the famine in the city, and we shall

die there; and if we remain here, we die

(also) ; now therefore come, and let us go'

over unto the camp of the Syrians ; if they
will let us live, we shall live ; and if they kill

us, we shall but die.

5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go
unto the camp of the Sj^rians ; and when they
were come to the uttermost part of the camp
of the Syrians, behold, there was no man
there.

6 For the Lord had caused the camp of

the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a

noise of horses, the noise of a large army : and
they said one to the other, Lo, the king of

Israel hath hired against us the kings of the

Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to

come upon us.

7 And they were arisen and fled in the

twilight, and had left their tents, and their

Elisha', who sent out somebody to look out fortbe messenger

whom be knew prophetically to be coming.

—

Philippson.
" Rashi says, " he" refers to " the king," who was also

after the messenger.
^ The seiih was about two gallons and a half.

• Lit. " sit." ' Lit. " fall unto."
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horses, and their asses, the camp as it was,

and fled for tlieir life.

8 And so came these lepers to the utter-

most part of the camp, and they went into

one tent, and ate and drank, and carried

away tlience silver, and gold, and garments,

and went and hid them; and they returned,

and entered into another tent, and carried

away (something) thence, and went and hid it.

9 And then they said one to the other.

We do not act correctly; this day is a day of

good • tidings ; and if we remain silent," and
tarry till the morning-light, we shall incur

guilt; now then come, and let us go and tell

it at the king's house.

10 So tliey went and called unto one of

the gate-keepers of the city, and they told

them, saying, We came to the camp of the

Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there,

nor the voice of man; but the horses were

tied, and the asses were tied, and the tents as

they had been.

11 And he called the gate-keepers; and
they told it at the king's house within.

12 And the king arose in the night, and
said unto his servants, I can easily tell you
what the Syrians have done to us : they know
that we are hungry; and they are therefore

gone out of the camp to hide themselves in

the field, saying. If they should come out of

the city, we will catch them alive, and enter

into the city.

13 And one of his servants answered and
said. Let some take^ I pray thee, five of the

horses that remain, which are left in the city,

let it fare with them as with all the multitude

of Israel that are left in it, (or) let it fare with

them as with all the multitude of Israel that

have perished :'' and let us send out and see.

14 And they took two chariots with horses f
and the king sent after the camp of the Sy-

rians, saying, Go and see.

15 And they went after them as for as the

Jordan; and, lo, the whole way was full of

garments and vessels, which the Syrians had
cast away in their haste ; and the messengers

returned, and told it to the king.

1 (J And the people went out, and plundered

* Zuiiz. Others, "and we remain silent, and if we left; and if they die, they arc like all those of Israel who
tarry," &c. have died by famine."—1{.\SHI, after Jonath.^n.

^ Zunz and .\rnheim. " If it bo suid, they are in danger ' Others, " two horses with riders ;" others, " two teams,

of being slain by tlie Syrians, they are in this city in chariot-hor.ses." Eng. ver. " two ehariot-horses."

danger of finiine, like all the multitude of Israel that are !

'' See Deut. sviii. It).
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the camp of the Syrians; and a seiih of fine

flour was to be had for a shekel, and two
seiihs of ])arley for a shekel, according to the

word of the Lord.

17 And the king had appointed the lord on
whose hand he used to lean to have the

charge of the gate; and the people trod him
down in the gate, and he died ; as the nian of

God had spoken, which he spoke when the

king came down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God
was speaking to the king, saying. Two seahs

of barley lor a shekel, and a seiih of fine flour

for a shekel, shall be about this time to-mor-

row in the gate of Samaria

:

19 That the lord had answered the man
of God, and said, Now, behold, if even the

Lord were to make windows in heaven, would
such a thing be ? And he had said. Behold,

thou shalt see it with thy eyes, but thereof

shalt thou not eat.

20 And it happened unto him so; for the

people trod him down in the gate, and he

died."'

CHAPTER VIII.

1 T[ And Elisha' spoke unto the woman,
whose son he had restored to life, saying.

Arise, and go, thou and thy household, and
sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn; for

the Lord hath called for a famine; and it is

also coming in the land for seven years.

2 And the woman arose, and did after the

word of the man of God : and she went, she

with her household, and sojourned in the land

of the Philistines seven 3ears.

3 And it came to pass at the end of seven

years, that the woman returned out of the

land of the Philistines ; and she went forth to

cry unto the king for her house and for her

land.

4 ^ And the king Avas just speaking with

Gechazi the servant of the man of God, say-

ing, Relate to me, I pray thee, all the great

things that Elisha' hath dime.

5 And it came to pass, as he was just relat-

ing to the king how lie had restored the dead

to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son lie
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had restored to life, cried to the king for her

house and for her land. And Gechazi said,

My lord, king, this is the woman, and this

is her son, whom Elisha restored to life.

And the king asked of the woman, Avho

related it to him. So the king appointed unto

her a certain olficer, saying. Restore all that

belongeth to her, and all the products of the

field since the day that she left the land, even
until now.

7 Tl And Elisha' came to Damascus;* and
Ben-hadad the king of Syria was sick ; and it

was told him, saying. The man of God is

come even hither.

8 And the king said unto Chazael, Take a

present in thy hand, and go to meet the man
of God, and inquire of the Lord from him,

saying, Shall I recover from this sickness?

9 So Chazael went to meet him, and took

a present in his hand, and all manner of good
things of Damascus, a burden for forty camels,

and he came and stood before him, and said.

Thy son Ben-hadad the king of Sj^ria hath
sent me to thee, saying. Shall I recover from

this sickness?

10 And Elisha' said unto him, Go, say

unto him. Thou mayest certainly recover;

nevertheless the Lord hath shown me that

he shall surely die.

11 And he restrained'' his countenance, and
held back as long as he could : and then wept
the man of God.

12 And Chazael said, Why doth my lord

weep? And he said. Because I know what
evil thou wilt do unto the children of Israel

:

their strong-holds wilt thou set on fire, and
their young men wilt thou slay with the

sword, and their children wilt thou dash, and
their pregnant women wilt thou rip up.

13 And Chazael said. But what is thy ser-

vant, the dog," that he should do this great

thing? And Elisha' said. The Lord hath
caused me to see thee as king over Syria.

14 So he went away from Elisha', and

came to his master; who said to him, What
hath Elisha' said to thee? And he said. He
said to me that thou couldest surely recover.

15 And it came to pass on the morrow,
that he took a coverlid, and dipped it in

water, and spread'* it over his face, and he
died : and Chazael became king in his stead.

16 Tl And in the fifth year of Joram the

son of Achab the king of Israel, Jehoshaphat
being yet king of Judah, Jehoram the son of

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah became king.

17 Thirty and two years old was he when
he became king; and eight years did he reign

in Jerusalem.

18 And he walked in the way of the kings

I
of Israel, as the house of Achab had done;
for a daughter of Achab had he for wife : and

\
he did what is evil in the eyes of the Lord.

j

19 Yet would the Lord not destroy Judah
for the sake of David his servant, as he said

unto him, to give him a government" and to

his children at all times.

20 In his days Edom revolted from under
the power of Judah, and they appointed a

king over themselves.

21 And Joram went over to Za'ir, and all

the chariots were with him ; and he rose up
by night, and smote the Edomites who com-
passed him about, and the captains of the

chariots : and the people fled unto their tents.

22 Yet Edom revolted'^ from under the

power of Judah even until this day; then did

Libnah revolt at the same time.

23 And the rest of the acts of Joram, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Judah.
24 And Joram slept with his ftithers, and

was buried with his fiithers in the city of

David : and Achazyahu his son became king
in his stead.

25 ^ In^ the twelfth year of Joram the son

of Achab king of Israel became Achazyahu,
the son of Jehoram the king of Judah, king.

° Heb. Dammesselc.
' After Rashi, who explains "countenance" as though it

read "sorrowful countenance." Jonathan, "He turned
away his face," &c. Philippson, "And he directed his

face (toward him) and fixed it on him till he was ashamed,
and he wept—the man of God." Zunz has nearly the

game idea.

° Not as in the English version, " What, is thy servant a

dog," &c., but, "the dog;" meaning, "Shall so worthless

a person ever have the power to do," &c.
3E

'' The text leaves it doubtful whether Chazael or Ben-
hadad himself moistened the coverlid or cloth and placed

it on his face to allay the fever; and if Chazael did, whe-
ther it was to serve the sick king, or to smother him;
probably the first was the case, as such a remedy is said

not to be uncommon in the East.
" Jonathan. Others, "a light."

' Gradual decay of the power of the house of David,
the consequence of idolatry and misgovernment.

' Heb. "In the year, the twelfth year."
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2G Two .111(1 twenty years old was Achaz-

yahii when lie became king; and one year

did he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother s

name was 'Athalyahu, the (grand-) daughter

of 'Oinri the king of Israel.

27 And he walked in the way of the house

of Acliab, and did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, like the house of Achab; for he

was the son-in-law of the house of Achab.
28 And he went with Joram the son of

Achab to the war against Chazaiil the king

of Syria at Ramoth-gil'ad; and the Syrians

smote Joram.
29 And king Joram returned to be healed

in Yizre'el of the wounds which the Syrians

had inflicted on him at Ramah," when he
was fighting against Chazael the king of

Syria. And Achazyahu the son of Jelioram

the king of Judah went down to see Joram
the son of Achab in Yizre'el, because he was
sick.

CHAPTER IX.

1 T[ And Elisha' the prophet called one of

the children of the prophets, and said unto
him. Gird'' up thy loins, and take this flask

of oil in thy hand, and go to Ramoth-gilad

:

2 And when thou art come thither, look

out there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat
the son of Nimslii, and go in, and cause him
to stand up from the midst of his brethren,

and bring him in to the innermost cham-
ber;

3 And thou shalt then take the flask of

oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus
hath said the Lord, I have anointed thee as

king over Israel. Then must thou open the

door, and flee, and not wait for any thing.

4 So the young man, the disciple" of the

prophet, went to Ramoth-girad.

5 And when he came, behold, the captains

of tlie army were sitting; and he said, I have
a word for thee, O captain. And Jehu said.

For whom of all of us? And he said, For
thee, captain.

6 And he arose, and went into the house;

and he poured tlie oil on his head, and said

unto him, Thus hath said the Lord the God of

* The singular fmin Ramoth.
* As the upper garnumts of the orientals wcro long

and fliiwing, it was indispensably necessary to tuck up
the skirts witli a girdle about their loins, in order to use
any expedition iu their work, or on a journey.
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Israel, I anoint thee as king over the people
of the Lord, over Israel.

7 And thou shalt smite the house of Achalj
thy master, that I may avenge the blood of

my servants the prophets, and the blood of
all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of

Izebel.

8 And the whole house of Achab shall

perish : and I will cut off from Achab every
male, and the guarded and fortifled in Israel;

9 And I will make the house of Achab
like the house of JeroWam the son of Nebat,
and like the house of Ba'sha the son of Achi-
yah

;

10 And Izebel shall the dogs eat in the
field of Yizre'el, with none to bury her. And
he (then) opened the door, and fled.

11 But Jehu came forth to the servants of

his lord : and one said unto him. Is all well ?

wherefore came this madman to thee? And
he said unto them, Ye yourselves know the

man, and his talk.

12 And they said. It is false; only tell us.

we pray thee. And he said. So and so did

he speak to me, saying. Thus hath said the

Lord, I anoint thee as king over Israel.

13 Then they hastened, and they took
every man his garment, and put it under him
on the top** of the stairs; and they blew the

cornet, saying, Jehu is king.

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son

of Nimslii conspired against Joram. (Now
Joram had kept guard at Rainoth-gil'ad, he
and all Israel, because of Chazael the king of

Syria.

15 But king Jehoram was returned to be
healed in Yizre'el of the wounds which the

Syrians had inflicted on him, Aviien he was
fighting with Chazael the king of Syria.) And
Jehu said. If this lie your mind, then let none
that e-scapetli go forth out of the city to go
to tell it in Yizre'el.

10 So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to

Yizre'el; for Joram w;i.s lying there. And
Achaz^ali the king of Judah was come down
to see Joram.

17 And the watchman stood on the tower
in Y'izre'el, and he saw the company of Jehu

° Jonathan, as though it read N"3jn i;'j "i;'Jn. Others,
"The young man, the prophet."

^ Jonathan, "on the step of the sun-dial." Others,

"on the bare steps." I'erhaps, however, that the steps

were so coustruotod as to show the hours.
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as he came; and he said, A company do I see.

And Jehoram said, Take a horseman, and send

out to meet them, and let him say. Is it

peace ?

18 So thei'e went one riding on horseback

to meet him, and said. Thus hath said the

king. Is it peace? And Jehu said. What
hast thou to do with peace? turn thee about

behind me. And the watchman told, saying.

The messenger came up to them, but he hath

not returned.

19 Then sent lie out a second rider on

horseback, who came to them, and said. Thus
hath said the king, Is it peace? And Jehu
ansAvered, What hast thou to do with peace?

turn thee about behind me.

20 And the watchman told, saying, He
came up to them, but he hath not returned

:

and the driving is like the driving of Jehu
the son of Nimshi ; for he driveth as though

he were mad.
21 And Jehoram said, Harness up. And

his chariot was harnessed up. And Jehoram
the king of Israel and Achazyahu the king

of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and
they went out to meet Jehu, and found him
in the portion of land of Naboth the Yiz-

re'elite.

22 And it came to pass, when Jehoram saAv

Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And
he said. What peace can there be with the

acts of incest of thy mother Izebel and her

many witchcrafts ?

23 And Jehoram turned about,* and fled,

and said to Achazyahu, Treachery, Achazyahu.
24 And Jehu grasped'' the bow with his

full strength, and struck Jehoram between

his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart,

and he sunk down in his chariot.

25 Then said he to Bidkar his officer. Lift

up, (and) cast hira down in the part of the

field that was Naboth's the Yizre'elite; for re-

member how that I and thou rode alongside

each other after Achab his father, when the

Lord pronounced over him this fatal deci'ee."

26 Surely I have seen yesterday the blood

of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith

the Lord; and I will repay thee in this part

of the field, saith the Lord. And now lift

' Lit. " turned about his hands ;" i. e. turning the

reins of the horses with his hands.
'' Heb. "filled his hand with a bow."

up (and) cast him down into the field, accord-

ing to the word of the Lord.

27 And when Achazyahu the king ofJudah
saw this, he fled by the way of the garden-

house ; but Jehu pui'sued after him, and said.

Also him smite in the chariot. (And they

did so) on the ascent to Giir, which is by
Yible'am. And he fled to Megiddo, and died

there.

28 And his servants carried him in a cluv

riot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepul-

chre with his fathers in the city of David.

29 ^ And in the eleventh year ofJoram the

son of Achab became Achazyah king over

Judah.
30 And Jehu came to Yizre'el ; and when

Izebel heard of it, she painted her eyes, and
ornamented her head, and looked out at the

window.
31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she

said. Is it peace, Zimri, who hath slain his

master ?

32 And he lifted up his face to the Avindow,

and said. Who is on my side ? who ? And there

looked out to him two or three chamberlains.

33 And he said, Pitch her down. So they

pitched her down : and some of her blood was
sprinkled on the Avail, and on the horses; and
he trod her under foot.'^

34 And he came in, and ate and drank;

and then said he, Look, I pray you, after this

accursed one, and bury her; for she is a king's

daughter.

35 And they went to bury her; but they

found nothing of her but the skull, and the

feet, and the palms of the hands.

36 And they returned, and told him; and
he said, It is the word of the Lord, Avhich

he spoke by means of his servant Elijah the

Tishbite, saying. In the field of Yizre'el shall

the dogs eat the flesh of Izebel

:

37 And the carcass of Izebel shall be as

dung upon the face of the field in the portion

of Yizre'el ; so that they shall not say, This is

Izebel.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And Achab had seventy sons in Sa-

maria. And Jehu Avrote letters and sent them

Lit. " bore over him this burden."

Philippson, freely, " and he drove on over her."
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to Samaria, unto the rulers of Yizre'el, the

elders, and to those that brought up Achab's

children, saying,

2 And" now as soon as this letter cometh

to you, seeing that there are -with you your

master's sons, and there are with you the

chariots and tlie horses, and the fortified city,

and the armour:
3 Select then the best and the most fitting

of your master's sons, and set him on his

father's throne, and fight for your master's

house.

4 But they were exceedingly much afraid,

and said. Behold, the two kings could not

stand before him : how then shall we be able

to stand?

5 And the superintendent over the house,

and the commander over the city, and the

'

elders, and the bringers up of the children,

sent to Jehu, saying. We are thy servants,

and all that thou mayest say unto us will we
do; we will not set up any one as king: do

what is good in thy eyes.

6 Then wrote lie to them a letter the second

time, saying. If ye be for me, and if ye will

hearken unto my voice, then take the heads

of the men, your master's sons, and come
to me to Yizre'el by this time to-morrow.

Now the king's sons, seventy persons, were

with tlie great men of the city, who brought

them up.

7 And it came to pass, when the letter

came to them, that they took the king's sons

and slaughtered them, seventy persons, and
put their heads in baskets, and sent them to

him to Yizre'el.

8 And the messenger came, and told him,

saying. They have brought the heads of the

king's sons. And he said. Place ye them in

two heaps at the entrance of the gate until

the morning.

9 And it came to pass in the morning, that

he went out, and stood, and said to all the

people, Ye are righteous: behold, I conspired

' Frerjuently when letters or -messages are
.
quoted in

the Bible, only the material parts referring to the narra-

tiye in hand arc recorded; hence the portion given, as

here, fitly commences with and, the preceding part being

omitted.
^ t. e. Where the sheep were bound when they were

shorn. Jonathan and Rashi, "where the shepherds used
to a.sscnible." /unz, and Eng. ver., "shearing-house."

' Rcdak, " It is. And if it be so, give me thy hand," the
486

against my master, and slew him ; but who
hath killed all these ?

10 Know now that there shall not fall of

the word of the Lord unto the earth, the

least that the Lord hath spoken concerning

the house of Achab ; and the Lord hath done
that which he spoke by means of his servant

Elijah.

11 And Jehu smote all that yet remained of

the house of Achab in Yizre'el, and all his

great men, and his acquaintance, and his

priests, until he had left him none that es-

caped.

12 And he arose and departed, and came
to Samaria; he was just at the binding-house*

of the shepherds, on the way:
13 When Jehu met with the brothers of

of Achazyahu the king of Judah. and he said,

Who are ye? And they said. The brothers

of Achazyahu are we; and we are come down
to salute the children of the king and the

children of the queen.

14 And lie said. Seize them alive. And
they seized them alive, and slaughtered them
at the pit of the binding-house, two and forty

men; and he left not one of them remain-

ing.

15 ^ And he went nwny thence, and met
Yehonadab the son of Recliab coming to meet
him: and he saluted him, and said to him. Is

all right in thy heart, as my heart is with thy
heart? And Yehonadab answered. It is; it

is;'' give me thy hand. And he gave him his

hand; and he took him up to him into the

chariot.

16 And he said. Come with me. and l>ehold

my zeal for the Lord. So they made him ride

in his chariot.

17 And when he came to Samaria, he
smote all tliat yet remained unto Achab in

Samaria, till he had exterminated him, accord-

ing to the word of the Lord which he had
spoken to Elijah.

18 ^ And Jehu assembled all the people,

first VT' being Yehonadab' s answer, and the second v\ the

reply of Jehu. Our version is after Rashi. If the other

idea be the correct one, Jehu asked for the hand of Ye-
honadab the influential, not merely for the purpose of as-

sisting him into the chariot, but tliat he might give him
an a.ssurancc that he would aid him in the prosecution of

his designs ; for giving the hand is considered as a pledge

of friendship and fidelity, or a form of entering into a

contract, among all nations.
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and said unto them, Acliab hath sei'vcd Ba'al

a httle ; Jehu will serve him much.
10 And now call unto me all the prophet;?

of Baal, all his Avorshippers, and all his

2)riests; let no one be missing; for I have a

great sacrifice to make for Ba'al ; whosoever
will be missing, shall not live. But Jehu did

it in subtilty, in order to destroy the worshi2>

pers of Baal.

20 And Jehu said. Sanctify a solemn as-

sembly for Ba'al. And they proclaimed it.

21 And Jehu sent throughout all Isi-ael:

and thei'e came all the worshippers of Ba'al,

so that there was not a man remaining that

came not; and they came into the house of

Ba'al ; and the house of Ba'al was full from
one end to another.

22 And he said unto him that was over

the wardrobe," Bring forth vestments for all

the worshippers of Ba'al. And he brought

forth for them the A^estments.

23 And Jehu went, with Yehonadab the

son of Rechab. into the house of Ba'al, and
he said unto the worshippers of Ba'al, Seai'ch,

and look that there be not here with you any
of the servants of the Lord, but the Avorship-

pers of Ba'al entirely alone.

24 And they Avent in to prepare sacrifices

and burnt-offerings ; but Jehu had set for him-

self Avithout eighty men, and said, (If there

be) a man that escapeth from the men Avhom
I deliA'er into your hands, (there shall be giA'^en)

life" for his life.

2-5 And it came to pass, as soon as they had
made an end of preparing the burnt-offering,

that Jehu said to the runners and to the of-

ficers,' Go in, smite them; let none come
forth. And they smote them Avith the edge

of the SAvord ; and the runners and the cap-

tains cast them out, and w^ent as far as the

city" of the house of Ba'al.

26 And they brought forth the statues

out of the house of Ba'al, and burnt CA^ery

one of them.

27 And they broke doAvn the statue of

Ba'al, and broke doAvn the house of Ba'al,

and made it a common sewer unto this

day..

* Rashi, after Jonathan, " the one over the chests of the

garments;" /. e. the festive dress worn by the worshippers

of Ba'al. Our version includes the idea of both the gar-

ment and the place where they were kept.
'' Lit. "his life;" i. e. the guard's who is at fault.

28 Thus Jehu exterminated Ba'al out of
Israel.

29 Nevertheless the sins of Jerobo'am the

son of Nebat, Avho induced Israel to sin, Jehu
departed not fi-om in foUoAvingthem, (namely,)

the golden calves that Avere in Beth-el, and
that Avere in Dan.

30 ^ And the Lord said unto Jehu, For-
asmuch as thou hast acted Avell in doing
Avhat is right in my eyes, and hast done in

accordance Avith all that Avas in my heart
unto the house of Achab: children of the
fourth generation after thee shall sit upon
the throne of Israel.

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the
law of the Lord the God of Israel Avith all his

heart : he departed not from the sms of Jero-

bo'am, Avho induced Israel to sin.

32 In those da^^s the Lord began to cut
Israel short ;'' and Chazael smote them in all

the boundary of Israel

;

33 From the Jordan to the rising of the
sun, all the land of Gil'ad, the Gadites, and
the Reiibenites, and the Menassites, from
'Aro'er Avhich is by the river Arnon, both
Gil'ad and Bashan.

34 NoAv the rest of the acts of Jehu, and
all that he did, and all his mighty deeds, be-

hold, they are Avi-itten in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

35 And Jehu slept Avith his fathers: and
they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoiichaz

his son laecame king in his stead.

36 And the time that Jehu reigned over
Israel- in Samaria Avas tAventy and eight

years.

CHAPTER XI.

1 ]| And Avhen 'Athalyah the mother of
Achazyahu saAv that her son Avas dead, she

arose and destroyed all the seed ro^-al.

2 But Yehosheba', the daughter of king
Joram, the sister of Achazyahu, took Jojish

the son of Achazyahu, and stole him aAvay

from among the king's sons that Avere slain,

liim and his nurse into the" bed-chamber; and
they hid him from 'Athalyah, so that he was
not slain.

° Perhaps the quarter where the priests lived.

^ )'. e. To cut oflF, by means of the enemies, one piece

of the land after the other; but Kashi, "to feel disgust

in Israel."

" Where the officiating priests slept in the temple.
437
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3 And lie was with her in the liousc of the

LoKD hidden for six years; while 'Athalyah

was reigning over the land.

4 TI
And in tlie seventh year Yehoyada'

sent and fetched the rulers over the hundreds,

of the guards" and the runners, and brought

them to him into the house of the Lokd, and
made a covenant with them, and made them
swear in the house of the Lord, and showed
them the king's son.

5 And he commanded them, saying, This

is the thing that ye shall do : A third part of

you that enter in on the sabbath shall even

be keeping watch in the king's house;

6 And a third part shall be at the gate of

Sur; and a third part at the gate behind the

runners ; so shall ye keep watch at the house,

as a defence.
••

7 And two parts of you all that are re-

lieved" on the sabbath, even they shall keep
watch in the house of the Lord about the

king.

8 And ye shall encompass the king round
about, every man with his weapons in his

hand; and he that cometh within the ranges

shall be put to death : and be ye with the

king when he goeth out and when he com-
eth in.

9 And the captains over the hundreds
did in accordance with all that Yehoyada'
the priest had commanded : and they took

every man his men that came in on the sal>

bath, with those that were to he relieved

on the sabbath, and came to Yehoyada' the

priest.

10 And the priest gave to the captains

over the hundred the spears and shields that

had belonged to king David, that were in

the house of the Lord.

11 And the runners stood every man with
his weapons in his hand, from the right side

of the house to the left side of the house, by
the altar and within, round about the king.

12 And he brought forth the king's son,

and put the crown upon him, and (gave him)

the testimony;'' and they made him king, and

' Jonathan, k'13J "the mighty men."
"" Zunz renders nOD " in armour." Others regard it as

a propor name, Mastacli. Rashi, " that you become not
inattentive."

" Lit. " the goers out." Every sabbath a new company
each of pricst.s, Levitcs, ami I.snieiites, came and relieved

those of the preceding week in the temple.
4^8

anointed him; and the}' clapped their hands,
and said, Long live the king.

13 T[ And when 'Athalyah heard the noise

of the runner.s" (and) of the people, she came
to the people in the house of the Lord.

14 And she looked, and, behold, the king
stood upcm a stand, according to ciistom, and
the princes and the trumpeters were by the

king, and all the people of the land were
rejoicing, and blowing with trumpets: and
'Athalyah then rent her clothes, and cried,

Conspiracy ! conspi racy

!

15 But Yehoyada' the priest commanded
the captains of the hundreds, the commanders
of the army, and said unto them. Lead her
forth to within the ranges: and him that fol-

loweth her put to death with the sword. For
the priest had said. She shall not be slain in

the house of the Lord.

16 And they made way for her;' and she

went by the way of the entrance of the horses

into the king's house: and there was she put
to death.

17 ^ And Yehoyada' made a covenant be-

tween the Lord and between the king and
between the people, that they should be a

people unto the Lord; and between the king
and between the people.

18 And then came all the people of the

land into the house of Ba'al, and pulled it

down; his altars and his images they broke

in pieces thoroughly, and Mattan the jiriest

of Ba'al they slew before the altars. And
the priest appointed superintendents'' over

the house of the Lord.

19 And he took the chiefs over hundreds,

and the guards, and the runners, and all the

people of the land; and they brought down
the king from the house of the Lord, and
came by the way of the gate of the runners

to the king's house; and he sat on the throne
of the kings.

20 And all the people of the land rejoiced,

and the city was quiet ; but 'Athal3-ah they

had slain with the sword at the king's

house.

' After Rashi; {. e. "the book of the law." Others,

"the roj'al insignia."

' Jonathan, "of the people as they jumped about."
' Jonathan. Others, "they laid hands on her."

^ Rashi comnient.s, "as usu.al, for 'Athalyah had abo-

lished all these." Others render, "he restored the of-

ficers."
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CHAPTER XII.

1" ^ Seven years old Avas Jehoiisli when
he became king.

2 In the seventh year of Jehu became
Jehoash king; and forty j-ears did he reign

in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother
was Zibyah of Boer-sheba'.

3 And Jehoash did what is right in the

eyes of the Lord all his days, that Yehoyada'
ffife^priest instructed him.

4 Only the high-places were not removed

:

the people as yet sacrificed and burnt incense

on the high-places.

5 And Jehoash said to the priests, All the

money of the dedicated things that may be

brought into the house of the Lord, the

money of every one that passeth the number-
ing, the money any man is valued at, and all

the money that cometh into any man's heart

to bring into the house of the Lord,

G The priests shall take to themselves,

every man from his acquaintance; and they
shall repair the breaches of the house, where-
soever any breach may be found.

7 T[ But it happened, that in the three

and twentieth year of king Jehoash the

priests had not repaired the breaches of the

house.

8 Then called king Jehoash for Yehoyada'
the priest, and the (other) priests, and he
said unto them, Wherefore do ye not repair

the breaches of the house ? and now ye shall

take no more money from your acquaint-

ances, but ye shall give it up (at once) for the

breaches of the house.

9 And the priests consented neither to take

any more money from the people, nor to re-

pair the breaches of the house.

10 But Yehoyada' the priest took a chest,

and bored a hole in its lid, and he placed it

beside the altar, on the right side as one
cometh into the house of the Lord: and the
priests that kept watch at the threshold put
tlierein all the money that was brought into

the house of the Lord.

11 And it happened, when they saw that
there was much money in the chest, that the
king's scribe and the high-priest came up, and

' Tliis is, in the English version, verse 21 of chap. xi.
'' According to Rashi. It might be given with "steW'

ards." ° "Appointed in the house."

—

Puilippson.
|

they put up in bags, after having counted,

the money that was found in the house of the

Lord.

12 And they gave the money, after it was
counted, into the hands of those who over-

looked'' the workmen, that had been appoint-

ed" as overseers of the house of the Lord ; and
they laid it out to the carpenters and to the

builders, that wrought on the house of the

Lord,

13 And to the masons, and the hewers of
stone, and for the purchase of timber and
hewn stones to repair the breaches of the

house of the Lord, and for all that was laid

out for the house to repair it.

14 Nevertheless there were not made for

the house of the Lord bowls of silver, knives,

basins, trumpets, all kinds of vessels of gold,

or vessels of silver, from the money that was
brought into the house of the Lord;

15 But they gave it to those who over-

looked the workmen, and they repaired there-

with the house of the Lord.
16 And they reckoned not with the men,

into whose hand they delivered the money to

give it to those who overlooked the workmen

;

for they acted in good faith.

17 The money for trespass-offering.s'' and
the money for sin-offerings was not brought
into the house of the Lord : it belonged to the

priests.

18 ^ At that time Chazael the king of Syria
went up, and fought against Gath, and cap-

tured it: and Chazael directed his face to go
up against Jerusalem.

19 Then took Jehoash the king of Judah
all the hallowed things that Jehoshaphat,
and Jehoram, Achazyahu, his fathers, the

kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his own
hallowed things, and all the gold that was
found in the treasures of the house of the

Lord, and in the king's house, and sent it to

Chazael the king of Syria: and he withdrew
from Jerusalem.

20 And the rest of the acts of JoJish, and
all that he did, behold, they are written in

the book of the chi'onicles of the kings of

Judah.
21 And his servants ai'ose, and fonned a

'' ('. f. The remainder of money destined for the purchase
of these sacrifices was given to the priests to buy there-

with public burnt-offerings.—Talmud Tennirah.
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conspiracy, .and smote Joiish in Bcth-millo,

which (lieth on the road) that goeth down to

Silla.

22 And Yozachar the son of Shim'ath, and

Yehozabad the son of Shomer, his servants,

smote liim, and he died ; and they buried him
witli his fathers in the city of David: and

Amazyah his son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ In the three and twentieth year of

Joiish the son of Achazyahu the king ofJudah
became Jehotlchaz the son of Jehu king over

Israel in Samaria (for) seventeen years.

2 And he did wiiat is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, and followed the sins of Jerobo'am

the son of Nebat, who induced Israel to sin

;

lie departed not therefrom.

3 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

against Israel; and he gave them up into the

hand of Chazael the king of Syria, and into

the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Chazael, all

the time.

4 And Jehoachaz besought the Lord; and
the Lord hearkened unto him; for he saw
the oppression of Israel, hoAV the king of

Syria oppressed them.

5 (And the Lord gave Israel a deliverer,

so that they came out from under the power

of tlie Syrians: and the children of Israel

dwelt in their tents, as in times past.

6 Nevertheless they departed not from the

sins of the house of Jerobo'am, Avho induced

Israel to sin, therein the people walked : and

the Asherah" also remained standing in Sar

maria.)

7 For*" he had left of people to Jehoachaz

none but iifty horsemen, and ten chariots,

and ten thousand men on foot; for the king

of Syria had destroyed them, and had made
them like the dust at" threshing.

8 Now tlie rest of the acts of Jehoachaz,

and all that he did, and his mighty deeds, be-

hold, they are written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Israel.

9 And Jehoachaz slept with his fathers;

and they buried him in Samaria : and Joiish

his son became king in his stead.

10 ^\ In the thirty and seventh year of

* Elsewhere rendered "grove."
" "This 'fur' refers to the end of verse 4."

—

Redak.
" Ariihoini, "which is trodden down."
'' Kcdak explains the difference in the phraseology to
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Joiish the king of Judah became Jehoiish the

son of Jehoiichaz king over Israel in Samaria,
(for) sixteen years.

1

1

And he did Avhat is evil in the eyes of

the Lord; he departed not from all the sins

of Jerobo'am the .son of Nebat, who induceil

Israel to sin ; therein he walked.

12 And the rest of the acts of Joiish, and
all that he did, and his mighty deeds where-

with he fought against Amazyah the king of

Judah, behold, they are written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

13 And Joiish slept with his fathers; and
Jerobo'am sat' upon his throne : and Joiisli

was buried in Samaria with the kings of Is-

rael.

14 ^ Now Elisha' was fallen sick of his

sickness whereof he had to die. And Joiish

the king of Israel came down unto him, and
wept over his face, and said, my father, my
father, the chariot of Israel, and their hor.se-

men."

15 And Elisha' said unto him, Fetch a bow
and arrows. And he fetched unto him a bow
and arrows.

IG And he said to the king of Israel, Place

thy hand*^ upon the Ijow. And he placed his

hand (upon it) : and Elisha' laid his hands
upon the king's hands.

17 And he said, Open the window east-

ward. And he opened it. Then .said Elisha',

Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The ar-

row of victory from the Lord, and the arrow

of victory over Syria; and thou .shalt smite

the Syrians in Aphek, till they be consumed.

18 And he said, Take the arrows. And
he took them. And he said unto the king

of Israel, Strike upon the ground. And ho

struck three times, and stoj)ped.

19 And the man of God was angry with

him, and said. Thou shouldest have struck

five or six times; then wouldest tliou have
smitten the Syrians till they had been con-

sumed : whereas now thou shalt smite the

Syrians three times.

20 ^1 And Elisha' died, and they buried

him. And the predatory bands of the Moiil>-

ites frecpiently invaded the land at the com-

ing in of the year.

I

I

indicate that Joiish appointed his son co-regent during

his life.

• See above, ii. 12.

' Hcb. " Cause thy h.ind to ride."
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21 Tl And it came to pass, as they were

liurying a man, that, behold, they saw the

band ; and they cast down the man into the

sepulchre of Elisha' : and as the man came,

and touched the bones of Elisha', he revived,

and rose up on his feet.

22 T[ But Chazael the king of Syi-ia op-

pressed Israel all the days of Jehoachaz.

23 And the Lord became gracious unto

them, and had mercy on them, and turned

his regard unto them, because of his covenant

with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would

not destroy them, and he cast them not off

from his presence even until now.*

24 And Chazael the king of Syria died;

and Ben-hadad his son became king in his

stead.

25 And Jehoash the son of Johoachaz took

again the cities out of the power of Ben-hadad

the son of Chazael, which he had taken out

of the power of Jehoachaz his father in the

war. Three times did Joash beat him, and

he recovered the cities of Israel.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 T[ In the second year of Joash the son of

Joiichaz the king of Israel became Amazyahu
the son of Joash the king of Judali king.

2 Twenty and five years was he old when
he became king, and twenty and nine years

did he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's

name was Yeho'addan of Jerusalem.

3 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, yet not like David his father: in

accordance with all that Joiish his father had

done, so did he.

4 Nevertheless the high-places were not

removed : as yet the people sacrificed and burnt

incense on the high-places.

5 And it came to pass, when the kingdom
was firmly established in his hand, that he slew

his servants who had slain the king his father.

6 But the children of the murderers he

slew not : as it is written in the book of the

law of Moses, that the Lord commanded, say-

ing. The fathers shall not be put to death for

the children, nor shall the children be put to

death for the fathers ; but every man shall be

put to death for his own sin,''

* {. c. The time of writing this book.
'' Deut. xxiv. IG ; this proves that the law of Moses

was known at that time.

3 F

7 He it was that smote of Edom in the

valley of salt ten thousand men, and seized

Sela''' in the war, and called its name Yok-

theel until this day.

8 ]f Then sent Amazyah messengers to

Jehoash, the son of Jehoachaz the son of

Jehu, the king of Israel, saying, Come, let us

look one another in the face.''

9 And Jehoash the king of Israel sent to

Amazyahu the king of Judah, saying. The
thornbush that was in the Lebanon sent to

the cedar that was in the Lebanon, saying,

Give thy daughter to my son for wife. And
there passed along the wild beasts that were
in Lebanon, and trod down the thornbush.

10 Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and
thy heart hath lifted thee up : keep thy glory

and stay in thy house; and why wilt thou

meddle with misfortune, that thou mayest
fall, thou, and Judah with thee?

11 But Amazyahu would not hear. There-

fore Jehoash the king of Israel went up ; and

he and Amazyahu the king of Judah looked

one another in the face at Beth-shemesh,

which belongeth to Judah.

12 And Judah was defeated before Israel;

and they fled every man to his tents.

13 And Jehoash the king of Israel caught

Amazyahu the king of Judah, the son of Je-

hoash the son of Achazyahu, at Beth-She-

mesh; and he came to Jerusalem, and made a

breach in the wall of Jerusalem from the gate

of Ephraim unto the corner-gate, four hun-

dred cubits.

14 And he took all the gold and the silver,

and all the vessels that were found in the

house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the

king's house, and the children of the chiefs

as hostages, and returned to Samaria.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash

which he did, and his mighty deeds, and how
he fought with Amazyahu the king of Judah,

behold, they are written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Israel.

16 And Jehoiish slept with his fathers, and

was buried in Samaria with the kings of

Israel; and Jerobo'am his son became king in

his stead.

17 T[
And Amazyahu the son of Joiish the

° Lit. " the Rock," i. e. the city of Petra, IleVpo, so called

by the Greeks, also signifying rock.

" X. e. To fight.
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king ofJudah lived after the death of Jehoiish,

the son of Jehoiichaz the king of Israel, fifteen

years.

18 And the rest of the acts of Amazyahu,
behold, they are written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Judah.

19 Now they raised a conspiracy against

him in Jerusalem; wherefore he tied to

Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish,

and slew him there.

20 And they brought him on horses : and
he was buried at Jerusalem mth his fathers

in the city of David.

21 And all the people of Judah took

'Azaryah," who was sixteen years old, and
they made him king instead of his father

Amazyahu.
22 He it was that built^ Elath, and brought

it back to Judah, after the king" slept with

his fathers.

23 ^ In the fifteenth year of Amazyahu
the son of Joash the king of Judah became
Jerobo'am the son of Joash the king of Israel

king in Samaria, (for) forty and one years.

24 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord: he departed not from all the sins

of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, who induced

Israel to sin.

25 He restored'* the boundary of Israel

from the entrance of Chamath unto the sea

of the plain ; in accordance with the word of

of the Lord God of Israel, which he had
spoken by means of his servant Jonah the

son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-

chepher.

26 For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel,

which was very bitter; that the guarded was
no more, and that the fortified was no more,

and there was no helper for Israel.

27 And the Lord had not spoken that he
would blot out the name of Israel from under
the heavens ; but he helped them by means of

Jerobo'am the son of Joiish.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Jerobo'am,

' Also called ' Czzi'i/ah or ' Uzzii/ahu.

' Uuilt, in this vcr.so, simply means restored, or enlarged

and fortified.

° i. e.. Amazyahu.
' His father recovered the east-Jordanic country from

the Syrians; but he the tract extending from Ccelosyria

and Damascus to the Dead Sea.
• These places belonged to Judah by David's conquest,

(2 Sam. iii. 11,) but had been repos.*essed by the Syrians.

To reconcile the chronologj', some suppose an iuter-
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and all that he did, and his mighty deeds, how
he warred, and how he brought back Dama.scus

and Chamath, (which had belonged) to' Ju-

dah, to Israel, behold, they are written in the

book of the chronicles of the kings of I.><rael.

29 And Jerobo'am slept with his lathers,

with the kings of Israel; and Zechariah^ his

son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XV.
1 ^ In the twenty and seventh year of Je-

robo'am the king of Israel became 'Azaryah
the son of Amazyah king of Judah king.

2 Sixteen years old was he when he became
king, and two and fifty years did he reign

in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was
Yecholyahu of Jerusalem.

3 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, in accordance with all that Amaz-
yahu his father had done;

4 Nevertheless the high-places were not

removed ; as j-et the people sacrificed and burnt

incense on the high-places.

5 And the Lord afflicted the king with

lepro.sy, and he was a leper inito the da}- of

his death, and he dwelt in the lepei* hou.se.

And Jotham the king's son was over the

house, (and) judged the people of the land.

6 And the rest of the acts of 'Azarvahu. and
all that he did, behold, they are written in the

book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah.

7 And 'Azaryah slept with his fathers

;

and they buried him with his fathers in the

city of David: and Jotham his son became
king in his stead.

8 T[ In the thirty and eighth year of 'Azar-

yahu the king of Judah became Zechariah

the son of Jerobo'am king over Israel in Sa-

maria (for) six months.

9 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, as his fathers had done : he depart-

ed not from the sins of Jerobo'am the son of

Nebat, who induced Israel to sin.

10 And Shallum the son of Yabesh con-

regnum of eleven years ; others, that a part of the reign

of 'Azaryah was in his father's lifetime. (Sec above, verse

•22.)

' n'tyan means, literally, "freedom;" hence the house

of freedom, so called, no doubt, because its inmates were

relieved from all labour. Jonathan, simply, " and he

dwelt outside of Jerusalem," describing the situation of

the house more than tran.slating the word. Philippson,

" in a secluded house." Eng. ver. "several house." Lit.

" the house of seclusion."
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spired against him, and smote him l^efore the

people, and slew him, and became king in his

stead.

11 And the rest of the acts of Zechariah,

behold, they are written in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12 This was the word of the Lord which
he spoke unto Jehu, saying, Sons of the fourth

generation shall sit after thee on the throne

of Israel. And so it came to pass.

. 13 ^ Shallum the son of Yabesh became
king in the nine and thirtieth year of 'Uzzi-

yah the king of Judah ; and he reigned for the

space of one month in Samaria.

14 Then went up Menachem the son of

Gadi from Thirzah, and came to Samaria, and
smote Shallum the son of Yabesh in Samaria,

and slew him, and became king in his stead.

15 And the rest of the acts of Shallum,

and his conspiracy which he made, behold,

they are written in the book of the chronicles

of the kings of Israel.

16 ^ At that time did Menachem smite

Thiphsach, and all that was therein, and its

territory from'' Thirzah ; because they opened

not to him, he smote it; and all the pregnant

women therein he ripped ujj.

17 ][ In the nine and thirtieth year of

'Azaryah the king of Judah became Menar
chem the son of Gadi king over Israel, (for)

ten years, in Samaria.

18 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord: he departed not from the sins of

Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, who induced Is-

rael to sin, all his days.

19 (Then) came Pul the king of Assyria

against the land : and Menachem gave Pul a

thousand talents of silver, that his hand''

might be with him to strengthen the kingdom
in his hand.

20 And Menachem exacted" the money
from all Israel, from all the mighty men of

the army, to give to the king of Assyria, fifty

shekels of silver from every man ; and the

king of Assyria then retiu-ned and stayed not
there in the land.

21 And the rest of the acts of Menachem,

' Meaning, " setting out from Thirzah." Zunz, after

Ralbag, " its boundaries toward Thirzah." Redak thinks

that Thiphsach was outside of Palestine, (see 1 Kings v.

4 ;) while others again suppose it to have been a place

in Palestine not mentioned elsewhere.
^ i. e. To assist him against any revolt of the people.

and all that he did, behold, they are written

in the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Israel.

22 And Menachem slept with his fathers;

and Pekachyah his son became king in his

stead.

2.3 ][ In the fiftieth year of 'Azaryah the

king of Judah became Pekachyah the son of

Menachem king over Israel in Samaria, (for)

two years.

24 And he did what is evil in the eyes

of the Lord : he departed not from the sins of

Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, who induced Is-

rael to sin.

25 And Pekach the son of Remalyahu, an
officer of his, conspired against him, and smote
him in Samaria, in the fortress of the king's

house, with the aid of Argob and the Aryeh,*

and with him were fifty men of the children

of the Gil'adites : and he killed him, and be-

came king in his stead.

26 And the rest of the acts of Pekachyah,
and all that he did, behold, they are written

in the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Israel.

27 T[ In the fifty-second year of 'Azar-

yah the king of Judah became Pekach the

son of Eemalyahu king over Israel in Samaria,

(for) twenty years.

28 And he did what is evil in the ej-es of

the Lord: he departed not from the sins of

Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, who induced Is-

rael to sin.

29 In the days of Pekach the king of Is-

rael came Tiglath-pilesser the king of Assyria,

and took 'lyon, and Abel-beth-ma'achah, and
Yanoach, and Kedesh, and Chazor, and Gil-

'ad, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and
led them" away cajitive to Assyria.

30 And Hoshea' the son of Elah made a

conspiracy against Pekach the son of Remal-
yahu, and smote him, and slew him, and be-

came king in his stead, in the twentieth yeai'

of Jotham the son of 'Uzziyah.

31 And the rest of the acts of Pekach, and

all that he did, behold, they are written in the

book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

j

' Heb. "caused to come forth."

^ After Redak and Ralbag, who take Argob and Aryeh
for two brave men who joined Pekach. The Aryeh
would denote that it was a name given him for his

bravery, as the lion-hearted.

i ' J. e. The inhabitants of the towns and districts.
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32 ^ In the second year of Pekach the

son of Remalyahu the king of Israel became
Jotham the son of 'Uzziyah the king of Judah
king.

33 Five and twenty years old was he when
lie became king, and sixteen years did he reign

in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was
Yerusha, the daugliter of Zadok.

34 And he did wliat is right in the eyes of

the Lord: in accordance with all that 'Uzzi-

yalui his father liad done, so did he.

35 Nevertheless, the high-places were not

removed : as }et the people sacrificed and burnt

incense on the high-places. He it was that

built the upper gate of the house of the Lord.

36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all that he did, behold, they are Avritten in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Judah.
37 ^ In those days began the Lord to send

against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and
Pekach the son of Remalyahu.

38 And Jotham slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his iathers in the city of

David his father: and Achaz his son became
king in his stead.

CHAPTER XVI.

1 T[ In the seventeenth year of Pekach the

son of Remalyahu, became Achaz the son of

Jotham the king of Judah king.

2 Twenty years old was Achaz when he

])ecame king, and sixteen years did he reign in

Jerusalem ; and he did not what is right in

the eyes of the Loud his God, like David his

father.

3 But he walked in the way of the kings

of Israel, and even his son he caused to pass

through the fire, after the abominaljle acts of

the nations whom the Lord had driven out

from before the chiltlren of Israel.

4 And he sacrificed and burnt incense on
the high-places, and on the hills, imd under
every green tree.

r> Then came up Rezin the king of S^ria

and Pekach the son of Remalyahu the king of

Israel to Jerusalem to war : and they Ijesiegcd

Achaz, but were not able to make an attack."

* 1. c. Capture the city, lit. "to fight."

' This in the first time tlie word Ychuilim, Jews, occurs

iu the Bible.

' The Kctib is Aromim, i. e. Syrians.
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G ^[ At that time did Rezin the king of

Syria bring Elath back to Syria, and drove

the Jews'" from Eloth : and the Edomeans"
came to Elath and dwelt there, even until this

day.

7 And Achaz then sent messengers to Tig-

lath-pilesser'* the king of Assyria, saying. Thy
servant and thy son am I: come up, and
help me out of the hand of the king of Syria,

and out of the hand of the king of Israel, who
rise up against me.

8 And Achaz took the silver and the gold

that were found in the hou.se of the Lord, and
in the treasures of the king's hou.se, and sent

(the same) to the king of Assj-ria as a liribe.

9 And the king of Assyria hearkened unto

him; and the king of Assyria went up against

Damascus, and captured it, and led (the peo-

ple of) it away captive to Kir, and Rezin did

he put to death.

10 And King Achaz went to meet Tiglath-

pilesser the king of Assvria to Damascus."

and he saw the altar that Avas at Damascus:
and king Achaz then sent to Uriyah the

priest the form of the altar, and its pattern,

after all its workmanship.
11 And Uriyah the priest built the altar;

in accordance with all that king Achaz had
sent from Damascus, so did Uriyah the priest

make it against the arrival of king Achaz
from Damascus.

12 And when the king came from Damas-
cus, the king saw the altar; and the king ap
proached to the altar and oflered thereon.

13 And he burnt his I)urnt-oflering and
his meat-oflering, and poured out his drink-

ollering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace-

ofl'erings' upon the altar.

14 And as respecteth the copper altar,

which was before the Lord, he moved it back
from the forefront of the house, from between
the altai-^ and the house of the Lord, and set

it on tlie side of the altar to the north.

15 And king Achaz commanded Uriyah
the priest, saying. Upon the great altar burn
the morning burnt-oflering, and the evening
meat-oflering, and the king's burnt-oflering,

and his meat-oflering, with the burnt-oflerins'

'' Tn Hebrew, the name is spoiled here PUsscr.
' The name is spelled here Diimnifssei: instead of Dai.

' Hob. " the peace-offerings which were his."

' I. r. The new altar.
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of all the people of the land, and theii* meat-
oftering, and their drink-offerings ; and all the

blood of the burnt-offering, and all the blood

of the sacrifices shalt thou sprinkle on it ; and
the copper altar shall be for me to visit oc-

casionally."

16 And Uri3'ah the priest did in accord-

ance with all that king Achaz had com-
ninnded.

17 And king Achaz cut off the borders of

the bases, and removed the lavers from off

them ; and the sea he took down from off the

copper oxen that were under it, and placed it

upon a pavement of stones.

18 And the covered passage for the sabbath

that they had built on the house, and the

outer king's entrance, turned he from the

house of the Lord, on account* of the king of

Assyria.

19 Now the rest of the acts of Achaz which
he did, behold, they are written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah.

20 And Achaz slept with his fathers, and
was buried with his fathers in the city of

David: and Hezekiah" his son became king
in his stead.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 T[ In the twelfth year of Achaz the king
of Judah became Hosliea' the son of Elah
king in Samaria over Israel, (for) nine years.''

2 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, but not like the kings of Israel that

were before him.

3 Against him came up Shalmanesser the

king of Assyria ; and Iloshea' became his ser-

vant, and rendered him triljute.

4 And the king of Assyria discovered a

conspiracy on lioshea'; for he had sent mes-

sengers to So the king of Egypt, and had
raised no tribute for the king of Assyria, as

(before) year by year; and the king of Assyria

made him prisoner, and shut him up in a

prison-house.

5 And the king of Assyria came up over

" Rasbi. Lit. " to seek," " to visit," " to inquire."

Philippson, " but to seek the brazen altar shall depend

on my will."

' As some suggest, Achaz made all the various changes,

the object and manner of which are not clearly understood,

to please the Assyrians, to render his worship like theirs;

or for the purpose of personal security in the palace.

" Correctly, Chislciyaliu.

all the land, and went up to Samaria, and be-

sieged it three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea' did the king

of Assyria capture Samaria, and he led Israel

away cajotivc into Assyria, and settled them
in Chalach and in Chabor" by the river of Go-
zan, and in the cities of Media.

7 Tl This took place, because the children of

Israel had sinned against the Lord their God,
who had brought them up out of the land of

Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh the

king of Egypt, and had feared other gods,

8 And had walked in the customs of the

nations whom the Lord had driven out from
before the children of Israel and in those of

the kings of Israel, which they had made.
9 And (becau.se) the children of Israel had

secretly done things that are not right against

the Lord their God, and had built themselves

high-places in all their cities, from the toAver

of the watchmen up to fortified cities

;

10 And had set themselves up statues and
groves on every high hill, and under every

green tree

;

11 And had burnt there incense on all the

high-places, like the nations whom the Lord
had led away exiles before them ; and wrought
wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger

;

12 And had served the idols, Avhereof the

Lord had said unto them. Ye shall not do
this thing.

13 The Lord had indeed warned Israel

and Judah, by means of all the prophets, all

the seers, sa3ing. Turn ye back from your
evil ways, and keep my commandments (and)

my statutes, in accordance Avith all the law

which I commanded your fathers, and which
I have sent to you by means of my servants

the prophets.

14 But they would not hear, and hardened
their neck, like the neck of their fathers,

who had not believed in the Lord their God

;

15 And they despised his statutes, and

his covenant which he had made with their

fathers, and his testimonies' which he had en-

^ Some reconcile the chronology, by supposing that

Hoshea', after the murder of Pckach, was only governor

under Tiglath-Pilesser for about ten years.

" Herxheimer, "on the Chabor," stating it to be a

river in Assyria east of the Tigris.

' Philippson, "and his warning with which he bad warn-

ed them."
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trusted to them; and they followed after

what is vanity, and became vain, and fol-

lowed after the nations that were round about

them, concerning whom the Lord had charged

them, not to do like them. Ij

IG And they forsook all the command-
ments of the Lord their God, and made them-

selves molten images, two calves, and made a
j

grove, and bowed down to all the host of
j

the heavens, and served Ba'al; ;

17 And they caused their sons and their
||

daughters to pass through the fire, and used

divination and enchantments, and sold them-

selves to do what is evil in the eyes of the

Lord, to provoke him to anger.

18 Therefore became the Lord very angry

with Israel, and he removed them from his

presence : there was none left but the tribe

of Judah alone.

19 Also Judah kept not the command-
ments of the Lord their God, but walked in

the customs of Israel which they had made.

20 Therefore did the Lord reject all the

seed of Israel, and he afflicted them, and gave

them up into the hand of spoilers, until that

he had cast them out of his presence.

21 For Israel had torn themselves from the

house of David ; and they made Jerobo'am the

son of Nebat king: and Jerobo'am misled

Israel from following the Lord, and caused

them to commit a great sin

;

22 And the children of Israel walked in

all the sins of Jerobo'am which he did; they

departed not therefrom.

23 Until that the Lord removed Israel out

of his presence, as he had spoken by means of

all his servants the prophets; and Israel was
led away captive out of their own laud to As-

syria even until this day.

24 ^ And the king of Assyria brought

(men) from' Bal)} Ion, and from Cuthah, and
from 'Avva, and from Chamath, and from

Sepharvayim, and settled tliem in the cities

of Samaria in the room of tlie cliildreu of Is-

rael : and they took possession of Samaria, and
dwelt in its cities.

2-5 And it happened at the beginning of

their dwelling tliere, that they feared not the

Lord; wherefore the Loud sent among them
lions, which slew some of them.

* This mcanB, probably, the followers of the priest, as no
doubt it required more than one to teach so many.
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26 And they said to the king of Assyria,

as foUoweth, The nations whom tliou ha.st led

away, and settled in the cities of Samaria,

know not the manner of the God of the land

;

wherefore he hath sent among them lions,

and, behold, they are slaying them, since

they know not the manner of the God of the

land.

27 Then commanded the king of As.syria,

saying. Carry thither one of the priests whom
ye led away from there; and let them' go

and dwell there, and let him teach them the

manner of the God of the land.

28 And there came one of the priests whom
they had led away captive from Samaria, and
dwelt in Beth-el; and he taught them how
they should fear the Lord.

29 Yet they made, every nation, their own
gods; and they jDut them in the houses of

the high-places which the Samaritans had
made, every nation in their cities wherein
they dwelt.

30 And the men of Babylon made Succoth-

benoth, and tlie men of Cuth made Neregal,

and the men of Chamath made Ashima.
31 And the 'Avvites made Nibchaz and

Tliarthak, and the Sepharvites burnt their

children in fire to 'Adrammelech and 'Anam-
melech, the gods of Sepharva^-im.

32 And they feared (also) the Lord; and
they made unto themselves of the lowest*" of

them priests of the high-iilaces, and the.se sacri-

ficed for them in the houses of the high-places.

33 The Lord did they fear, and their own
gods did they serve, after the manner of the

nations Avhence they had been led away.

34 Even until this day do they act after

the former manners : they fear not the Lord,

neither do they act after their own customs,

and after their manner, nor after tlie law and
after the commandment which the Lord com-

manded the children of Jacob, whose name
he styled Israel;

35 With whom the Lord had made a cove-

nant, and charged them, saying, Ye shall not

fear other gods, nor bow yourselves down to

them, nor serve them, nor sacrifice to them;

36 But the Lord, who hath brought you

up out of the land of Egypt with great might

and an outstretched arm, him alone shall ye

' Philippson renders, "from their whole mass," as in

1 Kings zii. 31.
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fear, and to him shall ye bow }'ourselves

down, and to him shall ye sacrifice;

37 And the statutes, and the ordinances,

and the law, and the commandment, which

he hath written for you, shall ye observe to

do for all time; and ye shall not fear other

gods.

38 And the covenant that I have made
with you shall ye not forget; and ye shall

not fear other gods.

39 But the Lord your, God shall ye fear;

and he will deliver you out of the hand of

all your enemies.

40 Nevertheless they have not hearkened,

but they act after their former manner.

41 So were these nations, while they feared

the Lord, also serving their graven images;

and both their children and their children's

children do until this day as their fathers

have done."

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ^ And it came to pass in the third year

of Hoshea' the son of Elah the king of Israel,

that Hezekiah the son of Achaz the king of

Judah became king.

2 Twenty and five years old was he when
he became king, and twenty and nine years

did he reign in Jerusalem; and his mother's

name was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah.

3 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, in accordance with all that David

his father had done.

4 ^ He it was that removed the high-

places, and broke the statues, and cut down
the groves, and stamped in pieces the copper

serpent that Moses had made; for unto those

days were the children of Israel burning in-

cense to it: and he called it Nechushtan.''

5 In the Lord the God of Israel did he trust;

and after him there Avas not his like among
all the kings of Judah, nor among those that

were before him.

6 And he adhered to the Lord, and turned

not away from following him ; but he kept his

commandments, which the Lord had com-
manded Moses.

7 And the Lord was with him; whither-

" Herxheimer comments, "from the exile of the ten

tribes till that of Babylon," when no doubt this book was
written.

'' Rashi and others suppose that Hezekiah called it so,

soever he went forth he prospered: and lie

rebelled against the king of Assyria, and
served him not.

8 He it was that smote the Philistines, as

far as Gazza, and its territoiy, from the tower
of the watchmen up to the Ibrtificd city.

9 T[ And it came to pass in the fourth year
of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year
of Hosliea' the son of Elah the king of Israel,

that Shalmanesser the king of Assyria came
up against Samaria, and besieged it.

10 And they captured it at the end of
three years,—in the sixth year of Hezekiah,
that is the ninth year of Hoshea' the king of

Israel, was Samaria captured.

11 And the king of Assyria led away Is-

rael captive unto Ass3a-ia, and transported
them to Chalach and to Chabor, by the river

of Gozan, and to the cities of Media;
12 Because they had not obeyed the voice

of the Lord their God, but had transgressed

his covenant, all that Moses the servant of

the Lord had commanded; and had not obey-
ed, nor done accordingly.

13 ^[ And in the fourteenth year of king
Hezekiah did Sennacherib'" the king of Assyria
come up against all the fortified cities of
Judah, and seized on them.

14 And Hezekiah the king of Judah sent

to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I

have sinned; retire from me: what thou wilt

impose on me will I bear. And the king of

Assyria exacted from Hezekiah the king of
Judah three hundred talents of silver and
thirty talents of gold.

15 And Hezekiah gave up all the silver

that was found in the house of the Lord, and
in the treasures of the king's house.

16 At that time did Hezekiah cut off (the

gold from) the doors of the temple of the
Lord, and from the door-sills which Hezekiah
the king of Judah had overlaid, and gave the
same to the king of Assyria.

17 T[ And the king of Assyria sent Thar-
than and Rab-sariss and Rab-shakeh from
Lachish to king Hezekiah with a strong army
against Jerusalem. And they went up and
came to Jerusalem; and when they \vere

signifying, "it is but a piece of copper;" but Zunz and
others translate, "and people called," &c., i'. e. the name
under which it was worshipped.

° Correctly, Sandierib.
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come up, they came and halted by tlie aque-

duct of the upjjer pool, Avhich is on the high-

way of the Avasher's field."

18 And they called for the king, when
there came out to them Elyakim the son of

Chilkiyahu, who was superintendent over the

liouse, and Shebnah the scribe, and Yoiich

the son of Assaph the recorder.

19 And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Say
ye now to Hezekiah, Thus hath said the great

king, the king of As,syi-ia, What confidence is

this wherewith thou hast trusted?

20 Thou saidst, but*" it was only a word
uttered with the lips, (I have) counsel and
strength for the war. Now on whom didst

thou trust, that thou rebelledst against me?
21 Now, behold, thou trustedst upon yon

cracked reed-staff, upon Egypt, which, if a

man lean on it, will enter into his hand, and
pierce it: so is Pharaoh the king of Egypt
unto all that trust on him.

22 But if ye should say unto me. In the

Lord our God have we trusted : is he not the

one whose high-places and whose altars Heze-

kiah hath removed, when he said to Judah
and to Jerusalem, Before this altar shall ye
prostrate yourselves in Jerusalem?

23 And now, I pray thee, enter into a con-

test with my master the king of Assyria, and I

will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be

able on thy part to set riders upon them.
24 How then wilt thou turn back the fiice

of a single chieftain among the least of my
mastei'"s servants, while thou hast put thy
trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen ?

25 Now am I come up without the Loud ('s

will) against this place to destroy it? The
LoKi) hath said to me, Go up against this land,

and destroy it.

2G Then said Elyakim the son of Chilki-

yahu, and Shebnah, and Yoiich, unto Ral>shar

keh, Speak, we pray thee, to thy servants in

the Syrian language; for we understand it:

and speak not with us in the Jewish language

before the ears of the people that are on the wal 1

.

27 But Rab-shakeh said unto them, Hath
my master then sent me to thy master, and
to thee, to speak these words? is it not rather

* Others, "fuller's field."

^ liushi eomnients, "Thou hast said till now, I will not

Bcn-e the king of A.ss^-ria; but this was mere boasting

while he came not from his place ; but now it requires
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to the men who sit on the wall, that they
may eat their own excrement, and drink their

own urine Avith you ?

28 Then stood Ral>shakeh up and called

out with a loud voice in the Jewish language,

and spoke, and said. Hear ye the word of the

great king, the king of Assyria

:

29 Thus hath said the king, Let not Heze-

kiah deceive you; for he Avill not be able to

deliver you out of his hand;
30 Neither let Hezekiah induce you to

trust in the Lord, saying. The Lord will surely

deliver us, and this city will not be given up
into the hand of the king of As.syria;

31 Hearken not to Hezekiah ; for thus hath
said the king of Assjn'ia, Make a treaty of

peace with me, and come out to me, and eat

ye every man of his own vine, and every man
of his fig-tree, and drink ye every man the

waters of his cistern

;

32 Until I come and take you awaj- to a

land like your own land, a land of corn and
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land

of oil-olive trees, and of honey, that ye may
live, and not die ; and hearken not unto Heze-

kiah; for" he will mislead you, saying, The
Lord will deliver us.

33 Have the gods of the nations delivered

in anywise each his land out of the hand of

the king of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of Chamath, and
of Arpad ? where are the gods of Sepharvayim,
Hena', and Tvvah ? have they'' then delivered

Samaria out of my hand ?

35 Who are they among all the gods of

the countries, that have delivered their coun-

try out of my hand, that the Lord should de-

liver Jerusalem out of my hand ?

3G But the people remained silent, and
answered him not a word; for it Avas the

king's command, saj-ing. Ye shall not answer
him.

37 Then came Elyakim the son of Chilki-

yah, who was superintendent over the house,

and Shebnah the scribe, and Yoiich the son of

Assa^ih the recorder, to Hezekiah with their

clothes rent; and they told unto him the words
of Rab-shakeh.

counsel and strength for the war." Zunz, " Meanest thou,

that only a word of the lips is counsel," &c.
° Others, "when he wishes to persuade," &e.
''

i'. c. The gods of Samaria. O is here given with then.
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CHAPTER XIX.

1 And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah
heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered

himself with sackcloth, and went into the

house of the Lord.

2 And he sent Elyakim, who was superin-

tendent over the house, and Shebnah the

scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered

with sackcloth, to Isaiah" the prophet the son

of Amoz.
3 And they said unto him, Thus hath said

Hezekiah, A day of trouble, and of rebuke,

and derision is this day ; for the children are

come to the birth, and there is not strength

to bring forth.

4 Perhaps the Lord thy God will hear all

the words of Rab-shakeh, whom the king of

Assyria his master hath sent to blaspheme

the living God ; and who hath reproached with

the words which the Lord thy God hath

heard ; wherefore lift up a prayer in behalf of

the remnant that is still found here.

5 And the servants of king Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall

ye say to your master, Thus hath said the

Lord, Be not afraid because of the words
which thou hast heard, with which the boys

of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.

7 Behold, I will put an (other) spirit in

him, that when he will hear a rumour, he
shall return to his own land ; and I will cause

him to fall by the sword in his own land.

8 And Rab-shakeh returned, and found

the king of Assj-ria warring against Libnah

;

for he had heard that he Avas departed from
Lachish.

9 And he heard it said of Thirhakah the

king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to

fight with thee ; and he again sent messengers

unto Hezekiah, saying,

10 Thus shall ye say to Hezekiah the king
of Judah, as foUoweth, Let not thy God in

whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Je-

rusalem shall not be given up into the hand
of the king of Assyria.

11 Behold, thou thyself hast heard what
the kings of Assyria have done to all the

* Correctly, Yeshai'j/ahu.

' Philippson, "he returned, but sent messengers."

3G

lands, by destroying them utterly : and thou

alone .shouldest be delivered ?

12 Have the gods of the nations which my
fixthers destroyed delivered them ; as Gozan,

and Charan, and Rezeph, and the children of

'Eden, who were in Thelassar ?

13 Where is the king of Cham ath, and the

king of Arpad, and the king of the city of

Sepharvayim, of Hena', and 'Ivvah ?

14 And Hezekiah took the letters out of

the hand of the messengers, and read them

:

and Hezekiah went up into the house of the

Lord, and spread them out before the Lord.

15 ^ And Hezekiah prayed before the

Lord, and said, Lord God of Israel, who
dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the

(true) God, thou alone, for all the kingdoms
of the earth ; for it is thou who hast made the

heavens and the earth.

16 Bend down, Lord, thy ear, and hear

:

open, Lord, thy eyes, and see: and hear

the words of Sennacherib, that" which he hath

sent to blaspheme the living God.

17 Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have
devastated the nations and their land,

18 And they have jilaced their gods into

the fire; for they are no gods, but the work
of man's hands, wood and stone: and these

have they destroyed.

19 And now, Lord our God, save us, I

beseech thee, out of his hand, that all the

kingdoms of the earth may know that thou

art the Lord God, thou alone.''

20 ^ Then sent Isaiah the son of Amoz to

Hezekiah, saying, Thus hath said the Lord
the God of Israel, What thou hast prayed to

me concerning Sennacherib the king of Assy-

ria have I heard.

21 This is the word that the Lord hath

spoken over him; She despiseth thee, she

laugheth thee to scorn, the virgin daughter

of Zion; behind thee shaketh her head the

daughter of Jerusalem.

22 Whom hast thou blasphemed, and
(whom) hast thou scorned ? and against whom
hast thou raised thy voice, and lifted up thy

eyes on high ? against the Holy One of Israel.

23 By thy messengers thou hast blasphemed

the Lord, and hast said. With the multitude

° Others refer inSty to the messenger, and translate

' who hath .sent him."
^ Philippson, " that thou, Lord, art God alone."
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of my chariots am I indeed come up to tlie

height of tlie mountains, to the sides of Leba-

non, and I will cut down its tall cedars, the

choice of its fir-trees : and I will enter* into

the lodgings on its summit, the forest of its

fruitful soil.

24 I have dug and drunk strange*" waters,

and I will dry up with the sole of my feet

all the streams'' of besieged places.**

25 Hadst' thou not heard that in distanf

ages I had prepared this ? in the times of an-

ticjuity when I formed it? now have I brought

it along, and it came to pass, to desolate into

ruinous heaps fortified cities.

2G And thus their inhabitants were short

of power, they were dismayed and confound-

ed ; they were as the herbs of the field, and

as the green grass ; as the moss on the house-

tops, and as corn blasted before the ear ap-

peareth.

27 But thy abiding and thy going out and

thy coming in do I know, and thy raging

against me.

28 Because of thy raging against me and

thy tumult that is come up into my ears,

will I put my hook in thy nose, and my
bridle between thy lips; and I will cause

thee to turn back on the way by which thou

earnest.

29 And this shall be unto thee^ the sign,

Ye shall eat this year what groweth of itself,

and in the second year what springeth up

after the same; and in the third year sow

and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat their

fruit.

30 And the remnant of the house of Judah

that is escaped shall yet again strike root

downward, and bear fruit upward.

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a

remnant, and that which escapeth out of

mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts

will do this.

32 Tf Therefore thus hath said the Lord

' Zunz and Arnhcim, "now I penetrate to its utmost

dwelling, in its thick forest." llashi and other Rabbins

take "the mountains" for the temple mount, " Lebanon"

for the temple, and translate the last elau.se, "the fatness

of its land, and the beauty of its glory."

^ I have con((uered strange countries, and marched
through the driest places, in which I have dug wells for

my army.
° My infantry have been so numerous, that they alone

have been sufficient to dry up all the rivers of besieged
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concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not

come into this city, and he shall not shoot

an arrow thereon, nor come before it with

shield, nor cast up an embankment against it.

33 On the way by which he came, by the

same shall he return, and into this city shall

he not come, saith the Lord.

34 And I will shield this city, to save it,

for my own sake, and for the sake of David
my servant.

35 ^ And it came to pass, on the same
night, that an angel of the Lord went out

and smote in the camp of the Assyrians one
hundred eighty and five thousand men: and
when people arose early in the morning, be-

hold, the}' were all dead corpses.

36 And Sennacherib the king of As.syria

then departed, and went and returned, and
dwelt at Nineveh.

37 And it came to pass, as he was prostrat-

ing himself in the house of Nisroch his god,

that Adrammelech and Sharezer his st)ns

smote him with the sword: and they escaped

into the land of Ararat. And Essar-chaddon

his son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XX.

1 Tl In those days Hezekiah fell sick unto
death; and there came to him Isaiah the son

of Amoz the prophet, and said unto him,

Thus hath said the Lord, Give thy charge to

thy house;'' for thou slialt die, and not live.'

2 Then did he tui'u his face to the wall,

and prayed unto the Lord, saying,

3 I beseech, thee, Lord, remember now
that I have walked before thee in truth, and
with an undivided heart, and have done what
is good in thy eyes. And Hezekiah wept
aloud."*

4 1[ And it came to pass, before Isaiah

was gone out into the middle court, that the

word of the Lord came to him, saying,

5 lletuni, and say to Hezekiah the ruler

places, cither by drinking them, or diverting their course

into other channels.

'' After K.ashi. Others, "of Mazor" or "Egypt." Jona-
than, " deep rivers."

" Here recommence God's words to Sennarherib.
' Rashi, after Massorah, "lladst thou not heard afar off

what 1 had decreed V ' Hezekiah.
'

i'. c. " Make thy will," which was the more necessary,

as he had at that time no children.

' Philippson and others, "not recover."

^ Heb. "with a great weeping."
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of my people, Thus hath said the Lord, the

God of David thy father, I have heard thy

prayer, I have seen thy teai-s; behold, I will

heal thee : on the third day shalt thou go up
unto the house of the Lord.

G And I will add unto thy days fifteen

years ; and out of the hand of the king of As-

syria will I deliver* thee and this city; and I

will shield this city for my own sake, and for

the sake of David my servant.

7 And Isaiah said, Fetch a lump of figs.

And they fetched and laid it on the inflamma-

tion,'' and he recovered.

8 And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What
sign shall there be that the Lord will heal

me, and that I shall go up into the house of

the Lord the third day ?

9 And Isaiah said, This shall be unto thee

the sign from the Lord, that the Lord will do

the thing that he hath spoken : shall the sha-

dow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten

degrees ?

10 And Hezekiah said. It is a light thing

for the shadow to go forward ten degrees:

no, then let the shadow return backward ten

degrees.

11 And Isaiah the prophet called unto the

Lord; and he caused the shadow to return,

by the degrees which the (sun) was gone

down on the dial of Achaz, backward, ten

degrees.

12 Tl And at that time sent Berodach-bala-

dan, the son of Baladan, the king of Babylon,

letters and a present unto Hezekiah ; for he

had heard that Hezekiah had been sick.

13 And Hezekiah listened unto them, and
showed them the whole of his treasure-

house," the silver, and the gold, and the

spices, and the precious oil, and the whole of

his armour-house, and all that was found in

his treasures : there was nothing that Heze-
kiah showed them not, in his house and in

all his dominion.

14 Then came Isaiah the prophet unto
king Hezekiah, and said unto him. What did

these men say? and whence did they come
unto thee ? And Hezekiah said. From a far

off country are they come, from Babylon.

* i. e. He shall not return after the event noted above,

six. 35.
'' Perhaps the bubos common in the plague, by which

some suppose that the Assyrian army was so suddenly de-

stroyed, and which afterward or at the same time attacked

15 And he said. What did they see in thy
house ? And Hezekiah answered, All that is

in my house have they seen : there was nothing

that I did not show them in my treasures.

16 ^ And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear
the word of the Lord,

17 Beliold, days are coming, when all that

is in thy house, and that which thy fathers

have laid up in store until this day, shall be

carried to Babj'lon : nothing shall be left, saith

the Lord.

18 And of thy sons that will issue from
thee, whom thou wilt beget, shall tliey take

;

and they shall be court-servants in the palace

of the king of Babylon.

19 Then said Ilezekiah unto Isaiah, Good
is the word of the Lord which thou hast

spoken. And he said. Is it not so, if there be
peace and stability'^ in my daj's ?

20 And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah,

and all his mighty deeds, and how he made
the jDool, and the aqueduct, and brought the

water into the city, behold, they are written

in the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Judah.
21 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers:

and Menasseh his son became king in his

stead.

CHAPTER XXL
1 T[ Twelve years old was Menasseh when

he became king, and fifty and five years did

he reign in Jerusalem, ^nd his mother's

name was Chephzi-bah.

2 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, after the abominable acts of the na-

tions whom the Lord had driven out before

the children of Israel.

3 And he built up again the high-places

which Hezekiah his father had destroj-ed ; and
he reared up altars for Ba'al, and made a

grove,' as Achab the king of Israel had done

;

and he bowed down to all the host of heaven,

and served them.

4 And he built altars in the house of the

Lord, of which the Lord had said, In Jerusa-

lem Avill I put my name.
5 And he built altars for all the host of

the king of Judah. The angel was thus a natural agent,

not rare in the East; tho' the wonder was equally great.
" Rashi rendersmzij as in Gen. xxxvii. 25, with " spices."
" Others, literally, " truth."

' Philippson, "an Astarte." Zunz, "an Asherah."
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lioavon in the two courts of the liouse of the

L»)KI>.

And he ciiusod his son to pass through

the fnv, and oliserved times, and used en-

cliantnients, and dealt with faniiliar sjjirits

and wizards: lie wrouj;ht nuieh that is evil

in the eyes of the Lokd, to provoky him to

anjier.

7 And he set a hewn imajje of the Asherah

that he had made in the house, of which the

liOiii) had said to DaA'id, and to Solomon his

son. In this house, and in .lerusalom, which 1

have ciiosen out of all trihes of Israel, will I

put my name for ever:

8 And 1 will not cause any more the foot

of Israel to move out of tiie land which I gave

their fathers; oidy if they will ohserve to act

in accordance with all that 1 have connnand-

cd them, ami in accordance with all the law

that my servant Moses conunanded them.

i) But they hearkened not: and Menasscli

seduced them to do what is evil more than

the nations whom the LoKi) had destroyed he-

fore the children of Israel.

10 ^j And the Loud spoke hy means of his

servants the prophets, .saying,

11 Fora.smuch as Mena.sseh the king of

Jndah hath ilone these ahominations. having

done wii'kedly more than all that the Emo-
rifes had done, who weiv k'fore him, and

hath induced .ludah also to sin with his idols:

12 ^i
Therefore tiius hath said the Lonn

thetiod of Israel, Heliold. I will hringevil upon

Jerusalem and .ludah. at which both the ears

of every one that heareth it shall tingle.

13 And I will stretch over derusalem the

measure-lino* of Samaria, and the plummet
of the house oC Achah: and 1 will Avi]H> oil"

Jerusalem as t)ne wipeth oil" a dish, wiping it,

and turning it on its face.

11 And I will forsake the remnant of my
inheritance, and give them up into the hand
of tlu'ir enemies; and they shall become a

piX'V and a s|)oil to all their enemies;
1") Forasnnich as they have done what is

evil in my eyes, and have been provoking me
to anger, from the day that their fathei-s came
forth out of Egypt, even until this day.

It') And also innocent blood did Menas.seh

shed in very givat abundance, till he had filled

* Mfiiiiiug, tlip s.'Huo nioa.iuro of ju.sticc which ovcr-

vrhclmod Sniimrin ithould be meted out to Jerusalem.
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(therewith) Jerusalem from one end to an-

other; beside his sin wherewithhe induced
Jndah to sin, to do what is evil in the eyes
of the Lokd.

17 Now^ the rest of the acts of Mena.sseh,

and all that he did, and his sin that he com-
mitted, iK'hold, they are written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Jndah.

18 And Menasseh slept with his fathers,

and wa.s buried in the garden of his own
house, in the garden of 'Uz/.a'': and Anion his

son became king in his stead.

I'.t Twenty and two years old wa.s Anion
when he became king, and two years did he
reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's name
was MesluiUemeth, the daughter of Charuz
of Yotbah.

'JO And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lokd, as his father Menas.seh had done.

21 And he walked in all the way that his

father had walked in, and served the idols

that his father had served, and bowed him-
self down to them

:

22 And he forsook the Lord the God of

his fathei"s, oiid walked not in the way of the

Lokd.

23 And the servants of Anion conspired

against him, and put the king to death in liis

own house.

24 Ami the people of the land slew all

those that had conspired against king Anion;
and the people of the land made Josiah"" his

son king in his stead.

2") Now the rest of the act.s of Anion which
he did, behold, they an> written in the book
of the chn»nicles of the kings of Jndah.

20 Ami they buried him in his sepulchix;

in the garden of'Uzza: and Josiah his son

became icing in his stead.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ^ Eight yeai*s old was Josiah when he
became king, and thirty and one years did he
ivign in Jerusalem. And his mother's name
was Yeiliilah, the ilaughter of 'Adavah of Boz-

kath.

2 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the IjOkd, and walked in all the w ay of David
his father, and turneil not lu^ide to the right

or to the left.

*
i'. e. Not iu the .icpulchw of the aneicnt kings.

• Oorreetly, Yothii/ahH.
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3 T[ And it came to pass in the eightoontli

year of king Josiah. that tho king sent Sha-

phan the son of Azalyahu, the son of Meshul-

lani, the scribe, to the house of the Lokd, say-

ing,

4 Go up to Chilkiyahu the high-priest, that

he may oollect* up all the money which is

brought into the house of tlic Lord, which
the door-keepei*s have gatlieiwl from the peo-

ple:

5 And let them deliver it into the hand of

those who overknik the workmen, that have
been appointed as overseei"s of the house of

the Lord; and let them give it to those who
do the work who aix^ in the house of the Lord,

to ivpair the breaches of the house;

6 Unto the carpenters, and the builders,

and the masons, and to buy timber and hewn
stones to ivpair the house. I

7 Nevertheless shall there be no reckoning

!

made with them for the money that is deli-

vered into their hand, because they deal laith-

fully.

8 And Chilkiy.ahu the high-priest said unto

Shaphan the scribe, A book of the law have
I found in the house of the Lord. And Chil-

kij-ah gave the book to Shaphan,'' and he
read it.

9 And Shaphan the scribe came to the

king, and brought the king Avord again, and
said. Thy servants have taken out all the

money that was found in the house, and have
delivered it into tlie hand of those who over-

look the workmen, that have been appointed

overseei"s of the house of the Lord.

10 And Shaphan the scribe also told the

king, saying, A book hath Chilkiyahu the

priest given me. And Shaphan read it before

the king.

11 And it came to pass, when the king

had heard the words of the book of the law,

that he rent his clothes.

12 And the king commanded Chilkiyah
the priest, and Achikam the son of SIniphan,

and "Achbor the son of Michayah, and Sha- '

phan the scribe, and 'Assahyah a servant of

the king's, saying,

* Philippson, '' shall pay out."
* It is possible enough, that during the long reign of

Menasseh, the books of the law had become scarce, at

least among the courtiers and priests; or it may have

been the autograph of Moses which Chilkiyahu had dis-

covered. It is absurd to suppose that it was then first

lo Go ye, inquire of the Lord in my Ik»-

half, and in Ix^half of the ])eople, and in Ik^

half of all Judah, concerning tlie woixls of

this book that hath Ixvn found; for great is

the wrath of the Lord that hath been kin-

dled against us, because our fathers did not

hearken unto the words of this Kiok, to do
in accordance with all that is prescribed cim-

cerning us.

14 And Chilkiyahu the j)riest, and Achi-

kam, and 'AcIiIku-, and Shaphan, anil 'Assah-

yah, went unto Chuldah the prophetess, the

wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah the son of

Charchass, the keeper of the wanirobe;' (now
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the suburb;)'' and
they spoke unto her.

1-5 And she said unto them. Thus hath
said the Lord the God of Israel, Say unto the

man that hath sent you to me,
IG Thus hath said the Lord, Behold. I will

bring evil upon this place, and upon its in-

habitants, all the words of the b(.)ok which
the king of Judah hath read;

17 Because they have forsaken me, and
have burnt incense unto otlier gods, in oriler

to provoke me to anger with all the works of

their hands; therefore is my wrath kindled

against this place, and shall not be queuciicil.

15 But with respect to the king of Judah
who sendeth you to inquire of the TiOUD,

thus shall ye say to him. Thus hath said the

Lord the God of Israel, Concerning the words
which thou hast heard;

19 Because thy heart was tender, and thou
hast humbleil thyself before the Lord, when
thou heardcst what 1 had spoken against

this place, and against its inhalntants, that

they should become an astonishment and a

curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept
before me; I also have heard it, saith the

Lord.

20 Therefore, behold, I will gather thee

unto thy fathers, and thou slialt be gathered

unto thy graves in peace; and thy eyes shall

not look on all the evil which I am bringing

over this place. And they brought the king

Avord again.

composed ; as the whole history of Israel proves that its

conlciUs were at least traditionally known.
° Hcb. ''garments."
'' Rashi, "outside the lirst wall, and between it and tho

second." Jonathan, ''college." Zunz, "in the second

quarter of the city."
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CHAPTER XXIII.

1 And the king sent, and they gathered

unto him all the elders of Judah and Jeru-

salem.

2 And the king went up into the house of

the Lord, and all the men of Judah and all

the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and
the priests, and the prophets, and all the j^eo-

ple, from the small to the great: and he read

before their ears all the words of the book of

the covenant which had been found in the

house of the Lord.

3 And the king stood upon the stand, and
he made a covenant before the Lord', to walk
after the Lord, and to keep his command-
ments, and his testimonies and his statutes

with all (their) heart and all (their) soul, to

maintain the words of this covenant that are

written in this book. And all the people

entered into the covenant.

4 And the king commanded Chilkiyahu
the high-priest, and the priests of the second

order, and the door-keepers, to carry forth out

of the temple of the Lord all the vessels that

had been made for Ba'al, and for the Asherah,
and for all the host of heaven: and they*

burnt them without Jerusalem in the fields

of Kidron, and carried their ashes unto
Beth-el.

5 And he put down** the idolatrous priests,

whom the kings of Judah had appointed that

they might buuii incense on the high-j^laces

in the cities of Judah, and in the places round
about Jerusalem; those also that burnt in-

cense unto Ba'al, to the sun, and to the moon,
and to the planets," and to all the host of

heaven.

6 And he brought out the Asherah from
the house of the Lord, without Jerusalem,

unto the brook Kidron, and burnt it at the

brook Kidron, and ground it small to powder,
and cast its powder upon the graves of the

children of the people.

7 And he pulled down the houses of the

sodomites,'' that were by" the house of the

' Ilcb. "he," i. c. any one that did the act spoken of;

the indefinite "they" in English, "man" in German,
and "on" iu French.

' Ilcb. "caused to cease."
" Othcr.i, "the constellations of the zodiac."
* As elsewhere idolatry had caused demoralization.
• Zunz and others, "in."
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Lord, where the women wove hangings for

the Asherah.

8 And he brought all the priests out of the
cities of Judah, and defiled the high-places

where the priests had burnt incense, from
Geba' to Beer-sheba', and he pulled down the
high-places of the gates that were at the en-

trance of the gate of Joshua the governor of
the city, which were on a man's left at the
gate of the city.

9 Nevertheless the priests of the high-places

came not up to the altar of the Lord in Jeru-
salem ; but they ate unleavened bread in the
midst of their brethren.

10 And he defiled the Thopheth, which
was in the valley Ben-himiom, so that no
man should cause his son or his daughter to

pass through the fire to Molech.
11 And he put do^vn the horses that the

kings of Judah had dedicated to the sim, from
the entrance of the house of the Lord,' by
the chamber of Nethan-melech the chamber-
lain, who was over the suburbs; and the cha-

riots of the sun he burnt with fire.

12 And the altars that were on the roof

of the upper chamber of Achaz, which the

kings of Judah had made, and the altars

which Menasseh had made in the two courts

of the house of the Lord, did the king pull

down, and tore them away from there, and
cast their dust into the brook Kidron.

13 And the high-places that Avere before

Jerusalem, which were to the right of the

mount of destruction,^ which Solomon the

king of Israel had built for 'Ashtoreth the

abomination of the Zidonians, and for Ke-
mosh the abomination of the Moiibites, and
for Milcom the abomination of the children

of 'Amnion, did the king defile.

14 And he broke in pieces the standing

images, and cut down the Asherah-groves,

and filled their places with the bones of men.
15 So also the altar that was at Beth-el,

the high-place which Jerobo'am the son of

Nebat, who induced Israel to sin, had made,
—also that altar and the high-place did he

' Zunz and Arnheim, "And he prevented the horses

which the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, from

coming into the house of the Lord, (and put tbcm) into

the cell of Nethan-melech," &c.

' I. e. The Mount of Olives; so called here in disgrace

for the idols worshipped there. (See note to 2 Sam.
xi. 21.)
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pull down; and he burnt the high-place,

ground it small to powder, and burnt then

the Asherah.

16 And Josiah turned about, and beheld

the graves that were there in the mount, and
he sent, and took the bones out of the sepul-

chres, .and burnt them upon the altar, and
polluted it, according to the word of the Lord
which the man of God proclaimed, who had
proclaimed these events.

17 Then said he. What kind of monument
is that which I see? And the men of the

city said to him, It is the grave of the man
of God, who came from Judah, and proclaim-

ed these things which thou hast done against

the altar of Beth-el.

18 And he said. Let him rest; no man
shall disturb his bones. So they saved his

bones, with the bones of the prophet that

came out of Samaria.

19 And also all the houses of the high-

places that were in the cities of Samaria,

which the kings of Israel had made as provo-

cations to anger,* did Josiah remove, and did

to them in accordance with all the acts that

he had done in Beth-el.

20 And he slaughtered all the priests of

the high-places that were there upon the

altars, and burnt men's bones upon them,

and returned (then) to Jerusalem.

21 And the king commanded all the peo-

ple, saying. Keep'' the passover unto the Lord
your God, as it is written in this book of the

covenant.

22 For there had not been holden such a

passover from the days of the judges that

judged Israel; nor in all the days of the

kings of Israel, and of the kings of Judah

;

23 But in the eighteenth year of king Jo-

siah was this passover holden to the Lord in

Jerusalem.

24 And also the men of familiar spirits,-

and the wizards, and the teraphim, and the

idols, and all the abominations that were to

be seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusa-

lem, did Josiah clear away; in order that he
might accomplish the Avords of the law which

' i. e. Of the Lord.
'' ZuDZ, "Prepare the passover-sacrifices ;" and so also

in verse 22.
" It seems that Josiah went out to intercept the march

of Nechoh, and that the armies met at Megiddo (or Me-
giddon) where Josiah lost his life in the battle which en-

were written in the book that Chilkiyahu the

priest had found in the house of the Lord.

25 And like unto him was there no king
before him, that returned to the Lord witli

all his heart, and with all his soul, and with
all his might, accorthng to all the law of
Moses; and after him there arose none like

him.

26 Notwithstanding this the Lord turned
not from the fierceness of his great wrath,
since his anger was kindled against Judah,
because of all the provokings wherewith Me-
nasseh had provoked him to anger.

27 And the Lord said, Also Judah will I

remove out of my sight, as I have removed
Israel, and will cast off this city which I have
chosen, even Jerusalem, and the house of
which I said. My name shall be there.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and
all that he did, behold, they ai'e written in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-
dah.

29 In his days went up Pharaoh-nechoh
the king of Egypt against the king of Assyria
to the river Euphrates : and king Josiah went
against him; and he slew him at Megiddoj
when he saw him.'^

30 And his servants carried him dying in

a chariot from Megiddo, and brought him to

Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepul-

chre. . And the people of the land took Je-

hoachaz the son of Josiah, and anointed'* him,
and made him king in his father's stead.

31 ^ Twenty and three years old was Je-

hoachaz when he became king; and three

months did he reign in Jerusalem. And his

mother's name was Chamutal, the daughter
of Jeremiah'' of Libnah.

32 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, all just as his fathers had done.

33 And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in fetters

at Riljlah in the land of Chamath, that he
should not reign in Jerusalem; and imposed
a fine on the land of a hundred talents of sil-

ver, and a talent of gold.

34 And Pharaoh-nechoh made Elyakim
the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah

sued. "Seeing each other face to face" means "to meet
in battle." (See above, xiv. 8.)

^ It is noticed that he was younger than Elyakim,
wherefore he was anointed, which was only done at a dis-

puted succession, as with Solomon and Joiish.

° Properly, Yirmeyahu.
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his father, and changed his name to Jehoya-

kim, and took JehoJichaz away : and he came
to Egypt, and died there.

35 And Jehoyakim gave the silver and
the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed" the land

to give the money by the order of Pharaoh

:

from every one according to his estimation

did he exact the silver and gold from the

people of the land, to give it unto Pharaoh-
nechoh.

3G ^ Twenty and five years old was Je-

hoyakim when he became king; and eleven

years did he reign in Jerusalem. And his

mother's name Avas Zebudah, the daughter of

Pedayah of Rumah.
37 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, all just as his fathers had done.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 In his days came up Nebuchadnezzar

the king of Babylon, and Jehoyakim became
his servant for three'' 3"ears: and then he
tui'ned" and rebelled against him.

2 And the Lord sent against him preda/-

tory bands of the Chaldeans,* and predatory
bands of the Syrians, and predatory bands of

the Moiibites, and i)redatory bands of the

children of 'Ammon, and sent them against

Judah to destroy it, according to the word of

the Lord, which he had spoken by means of

his servants the prophets.

3 But only at the order of the Lord, came
this upon Judah, to remove the same out of

his sight, for the sins of Menasseh, in accord-

ance with all that he had done;
j

4 And also for the innocent blood that he
j

had shed; for he had filled Jerusalem with in-

nocent blood ; wherefore the Lord would not

pardon.
j

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoyakim,
and all that he did, behold, they are written

I

in the book of the chronicles of the kings of

Judah.

6 And Jehoyakim slept with his fixthers

:

and Jehoyachin his son became king in his

stead.

7 And the king of Egypt came no more

• Lit. "estimated," t. e. how much each was to give.

' From the fourth year of this king commences the

Babylonian exile of seventy years.

" Zunz, and others, " he again rebelled," &c.
* Ilcb. "Cassdim."
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again out of his land ; for the king of Babylon
had taken from the brook of Egypt unto the
river Euphrates all that had pertained to the

king of Egypt.

8 ^ Eighteen years old was Jehoyachin
when he became king, and three months did

he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's
name was Ncchushta, the daughter of Elna^
than of Jerusalem.

9 And he did what is evil in the eyes of
the Lord, all just as that his father had done.

10 At that time the servants of Nebuchad-
nezzar the king of Babylon came up against

Jerusalem, and the city was put in a state of

siege.

11 And Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-
lon came against the city, while his servants

were besieging it.

12 And Jehoyachin the king of Judah
went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his

mother, and his servants, and his princes, and
his court-officers: and the king of Babylon
took him (captive) in the eighth year of his

reign.

13 And he carried out thence all the trea-

sures of the house of the Lord, and the trea-

sures of the king's house, and cuf in pieces

all the vessels of gold which Solomon the king
of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord,

as the Lord had spoken.

14 And he led away captive all Jerusalem,

and all the princes, and all the mighty men
of valour, ten thousand exiles, and all the

craftsmen*^ and locksmiths : there was none
left, save the poorest sort of the peojile of the

land.

15 And he led away Jehoyachin captive

to Babylon ; and the king's mother, and the

king's wives, and his court-officers, and the

mighty men of the land, he led into captivity

from Jerusalem to Babylon.

16 And all the men of might, seven thou-

sand (in number), and the craftsmen and the

locksmiths a thousand (in number), all strong

men, apt for war; and the king of Balnlon
brought them into captivity to Babylon.

17 And the king of Babylon made Mattan-

' Philippson, "cut loose," i*. e. "removed them from

their fa.steuings." Herxheimer, "cut off the surface," and

refers to above, xviii. 6.

'Others, "smiths." The removal of the craftsmen

was a state policy to render the others dependent.



2 KINGS XXIV. XXV.

3-ah his uncle king in his stead, and changed

his name to Zedekiah."

18 ^ Twenty and one years old was Zede-

kiah when he became king, and eleven years

did he reign, in Jerusalem. And his mother's

name- was Chamutal, the daughter of Jere-

miah of Libnah.

19 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, all just as Jehoyakim had done.

20 For thi-ough the anger of the Lord it

occurred in Jerusalem and Judah, until he

had cast them out from his presence, that*

Zedekiah rebelled agamst the king of Baby-

lon.

CHAPTER XXV.

1 T[ And it came to pass in the ninth year

of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth

of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar the king

of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against

Jurusalem, and encamped against it; and

they built a mound'' all round about it. .

2 And the city was put in a state of siege

until the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.

3 And on the ninth of the month,* when
the famine prevailed in the city, and there

was no bread for the people of the land

:

4 The city was broken into, and all the

men of Avar (fled) in the night by the way of

the gate between the two walls, which w\is

by the king's garden; (while the Chaldeans

were all round about the city;) and the peo-

ple went the way toward the plain.

5 And the army of the Chaldeans pursued

after the king, and overtook him in the plains

of Jericho : and all his army were scattered

from around him.

6 And they seized the king, and brought

him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and

they called him to account."

7 And they slaughtered the sons of Zede-

kiah before his eyes, and he blinded the eyes

of Zedekiah, and boimd him with fetters of

brass, and carried him to Babylon.

8 T[ And in the fifth month, on the seventh

day of the month, which was the nineteenth

year of king Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, the chief of the

* Properly, Zldkiyaliu.
* Herxbeimer—" presence ; and so Zedekiah," &c.

° Others, " wooden towers."

* Jer. lii. 6, supplies "fourth."
3H

guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto

Jerusalem

:

9 And he burnt the house of the Lord,

and the king's house, also, all the houses of

Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt

he with fire.

10 And the walls of Jerusalem round about

did all the army of the Chaldeans that were

with the captain of the guard tear down.

11 And the rest of the people that were

left in the city, and the deserters that had

run over to the king of Babylon, with the

remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan

the captain of the guard lead away into cap-

tivity
;

12 But from the poorest of the land the

captain of the guard left some to be vine-

dressers and husbandmen.
13 And the pillars of copper that w^ere in

the house of the Lord, and the bases, and the

copper sea that was in the house of the Lord,

did the Chaldeans break up, and they carried

the copper thereof to Babylon.

14 And the pots, and the shovels, and the

knives, and the spoons, and all the vessels of

copper whercAvith they ministered, took they

away.
15 And the censers, and the bowls, the

gold of the golden things, and the silver of

the silver things, took the captain of the

guard away.

16 The two pillars, the one sea, and the

bases which Solomon had made for the house

of the Lord ; the copper of all these vessels

was too much to be weighed.

17 Eighteen cubits was the height of the

one pillar, and the capital upon it was cop-

per; and the height of the capital was three

cubits ; and the wreathed work, and the pome-

granates upon the capitals round about, were

all of copper : and the same had the second

pillar together with the wa-eathed work.

18 And the captain of the guard took Sera-

yah the chief-priest, and Zephanyahu the

second priest, and the three dooi'-keepers

;

19 And out of the city he took one court-

officer that was appointed over the men of

war, and five men of those that could come

' After Rashi. Lit. " they spoke with him judgment."

Some render, " pronounced sentence on him." Our ver-

sion implies that he was called to task for his rebellion.

The sentence is shown in the sequel.
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into the king's presence, who Avere found in

!

the city, and the scribe of the chief of the

army, who ordered to the ai'my the people of

the land, and sixty men of the people of the

land that were found in the city:
|

20 And Nelnizaradan the captain of the

puard took these, and conducted them to the

kiiifr of Babylon to Riblah

:

j

21 And the king at Babylon smote them,
and slew them at Riblah in the land of Char
math. So did Judah wander away into exile

out of their land.

22 And as for the people that were left in

the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon had left, he appointed

over them Gedalyahu the son of Achikam,
the son of Shaphan.

23 ^ And when all the cajitains of the

armies, they and their men, heard that the

king of Babylon had appointed Gedal3'ahu,

they came to Gedalyahu to Mizpah ; even Ish-

ma'el the son of Nethanyah, and Jochanan the

son of Kareilch, and Serayah the son of Tan-
chumeth the Nctophathite, and Jaiizanyahu

the son of a Ma'achathite, they and their men.
24 And Gedalyahu swore to them, and

to their men, and said unto them. Be not
afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans : re-

main in the land, and serve the king of Baby-
lon ; and it will be well with you.

" Evil-mcrodach was a vicious prince, and was slain

after a reign of two years by his brothcrrin-lawNeriglissar.

25 ^ But it happened in the seventh
month, that there came Ishiua'el the son of
Nethanyah, the son of Elishama', of the seed

royal, and ten men with him, and they smote
Gedalyahu, so that he died, also the Jews
and the Chaldeans that were with him at

Mizpah.

26 And then arose all the people, from
small to great, and the captains of the armies,

and went to Egypt; for they were afraid of
the Chaldeans.

27 ^ And it came to pass in the seven
and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoya-
chin the king of Judah, in the twelfth month,
on the seven and twentieth (day) of the month,
that Evil-merodach" the king of Babylon in

the year that he became king did lift up the

head of Jehoyachin the king of Judah out of

the prison;

28 And he spoke kindly to him, and set

his chair above the chair of the kings that

were with him in Babylon;
29 And changed his prison-garments: and

he ate bread continually before him all the

days of his life.

30 And his allowance was a continual al-

lowance given him by the king, the necessary

ration for the day on its day, all the days of
his life.

Jchoyachim, or as be is called Jecbonj-ah, was probably

yet alive when the Book of Kings was written.
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THE BOOK OF ISAIAH,
n'i?c' nao

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concealing Judah and Jerusa-

lem in the days of 'Uzziyahu, Jotham, Achaz,

and Hezekiah, the kings of Judah.

2 Hear, ye heavens, and give ear,

earth; for the Lord hath spoken: Children

have I nourished and brought up, but they

have rebelled against me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass

his master's crib; Israel doth not know, my
people doth not consider.

4 Wo! sinful nation, people laden with

iniquity, seed of evildoers, children that are

corrupt: they have forsaken the Lord, they

have incensed" the Holy One of Israel, they

are departed backward.

5 Why** will ye be stricken yet more?
(that) ye increase the revolt? every head is

sick, and every heart is faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the

head there is no soundness in it ; but wounds,

and bruises, and putrefying sores : they have

not been closed,'" nor bound up, nor mollified

with oil.

7 Your country is desolate, your cities are

burnt with fire
;
your soil—in your presence,

strangers devour it, and it is desolate, as

overthrown by strangers.

8 And left is the daughter of Zion as a hut

in a vineyard, as a lodge in a cucumber-field,

as a besieged* city.

9 Unless the Lord of hosts had left unto

us a remnant ever so small, like Sodom"
should we have been, unto Gomorra,h should

we have been compared.

10 ^ Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers

of Sodom
;
give ear unto the law of our God,

ye people of Gomorrah.
11 For what serveth me the multitude of

' Sachs, "rejected " Philippson, "despised."
' Others, "where," as all the body is already sore.

' Rashi, " They have not been sprinkled with powder."

Others, "squeezed out."

your sacrifices? saith the Lord: I am sated

with the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat

of fatted beasts; and the blood of bullocks,

and of slieej), and of he-goats, I do not desire.

12 When ye come to appear in my pre-

sence—who hath required this at your hand,

to tread down my courts?

13 Continue no more to bring an oblation

of deceit; incense'^ of abomination is it unto

me; new moon and sabbath, the calling of

assemblies—I cannot bear misdeed with fes-

tive gathering.

14 Your new moons and your appointed

feasts my soul hateth; they are become a

burden unto me; I am weaiy to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands,

I will withdraw my eyes from you; yea,

when ye make ever so many prayers, I will

not hear : your hands are full of blood.

IG Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean

;

put away the evil of your deeds from before

my eyes ; cease to do evil

;

17 Learn to do well; seek for justice, re-

lieve the oppressed, do justice to the father-

less, plead for the widow.^

18 ^ Come now, and let us reason toge-

ther, saith the Lord : though your sins should

be as scarlet, they shall become white as the

snow; though they should be red like crim-

son, they shall become like wool.

19 If ye be willing and obey, the best of

the land shall ye eat;

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, by the sword

shall ye be devoured; for the mouth of the

Lord hath spoken it.

21 Tl How is she become a harlot, the

faithful town! she, that was full of justice;

righteousness lodged therein; but now mur-

derers.

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine is

'' Philippson, "as a city just released from siege."

' Correctly, Se(hm, 'Amorah.
' Rashi. Others, "incense is an abomination."

« Only righteousness can appear before God.
4G1
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23 Thy princes are rebels, and companions

of thieves; every one loveth bribes, and run-

neth- after rewards; the fatherless they will

not do justice, and the cause of the widow

doth not come unto them.

24 Tf
Therefore saith the Lord, the Eternal

of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will

take satisfaction on my adversaries, and be

avenged on my enemies.

20 And I will turn my hand against thee,

and pui'ge away as with lye" thy dross, and

remove all tliy tin i*

2G And I will restore thy judges aS at the

first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning

;

after that shalt thou be called. The city of

righteousness, the town that is faithful.

27 Zion shall be redeemed through justice,

and her converts through righteousness.

28 But destruction shall come over trans-

gressors and sinners together, and those that

forsake the Lord shall perish.

29 For people shall be ashamed because

of the terebinths'" which ye had desired, and

ye shall be put to the blush because of the

gardens that ye had chosen. •

30 For ye shall be as a terebinth the leaves

of which wither, and as a garden that hath

no water.

31 And the mighty oppressor* shall be-

come as tow, and his workman as a spark;

and they shall both burn together, with none

to quench.

CHAPTER IL

1 Tl The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz
foresaw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 And it shall come to pass in the last"

days, tliat tlio mountain of the Lord's house

shall be firmly established on the top of the

mountains, and shall be exalted aljove the

hills; and unto it shall flow all the nations.

3 And many people shall go and say, Come

* The flux put into metal to remove the impurities.

'' Others, "lead."
° Terebinths, or other spreading trees, were used to

place images under their shade; and so in the gardens the

domestic idols were set up. (See also ehap. Ixvi. 17.)
'' Ilashi. Jonathan, " And the strength of the wicked

shall become as tow, and the work of their hand as a

spark." Ileinemanu comments, " the idol—and its wor-

shipper."
" Lit. "the latter end of days." Sachs, "late times."

Ileinemann, " the latest." Jonathan, " the end of."

Philippson, " in the course of time."
i6-2

ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that

he may teach us of his wa}s, and we may
walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Loud out
of Jerusalem.

4 And he will judge among the nations,

and decide^ for many people; and they shall

beat their swords into plough-shares, and
their spears into pruning-knives : nation shall

not lift up sword against nation, and they
shall not learn any more war.

5 Tf house of Jacob, come ye, and let us

walk in the light of the Lord.

6 For^ thou hast abandoned thy people,

the house of Jacob, because they are full of

(witchcraft) more than the east, and are

soothsayers like the Philistines, and with
the children of strangers they unite"" them-
selves.

7 And fidl became their land of silver' and
gold, and there is no end to their treasures;

and full became their land of horses, and
there is no end to their chaiiots

;

8 And full became their land of idols ; to

the work of their own hands they bow them-
selves, to what their own fingers have made.

9 And so is bent down the son of earth,

and humbled the man ; ;uid thou wilt not for-

give them.

10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in

the dust, because of the dread of the Lord,

and because of the glory of his majesty.

11 The looks of human pride shall be

humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall

be bent down, and exalted shall be the Lord
alone on that day.

12 *\\ For there is a day (of judgment) unto

the Lord of hosts over every proud and lofty

one; and over every exalted one, that he be
brought low;

13 And over all the cedars of the Lebanon,

' This is the natural parallel to "judge." Others,

"shall rebuke," "reprove." Aben Ezra, "And he, the

judge, the king Messiah, shall judge," &e.
» The prophet now addresses (ioil.

—

Kashi.
' Sachs, "they are full of tlie children," &c. Rcdak,

and Aben Ezra, "they abound (are content) with the laws

(the mental children) of the stranger." So also Jonathan,
" they walk in the customs of the nations." liashi, how-

ever, refers it to intermarriage, and renders, " they are

busied with the children of a strange marriage."
' The prophet first traces the demoralizing efiects of

wealth and then the reverses, as the divine vengeance.
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the high and exalted, and over all the oaks

of Bashan

;

14 And over all the high mountains, and

over all the exalted hills

;

15 And over every high tower, and over

every fortified wall.

16 And over all the ships of Tharshish;

and over all desirable palaces.*

17 And the pride of man shall be bent

down, and the haughtiness of men shall be

humbled: and exalted shall be the Lord

alone on that day.

18 And the idols will he utterly abolish.

19 And men shall enter into the caverns

of rocks, and into the rifts of the earth, be-

cause of the dread of the Lord, and because

of the glory of his majesty, -when he ariseth

to terrily the earth.

20 On that day shall a man cast away his

idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which

have been made for him to worship, to the

moles and to the bats;

21 To enter into the clefts of the rocks,

and into the hollows of the cliffs, because of

the dread of the Lord, and because of the

glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to

terrify the earth.

22 Withdraw yourselves (then) from man,

whose breath is in his nostrils; because, for

what is he to be esteemed?''

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ For, behold, the Lord, the Eternal of

hosts, doth remove from Jerusalem and from

Judah stay and staff," every stay of bread,

and every stay of water.

2 The hero, and the man of war, the

judge, and the prophet, and the prudent,*^ and
the ancient,

3 The captain of fifty, and the honourable

man, and the counsellor, and the skilful arti-

ficer,"" and the eloquent orator.

4 And I Avill set up boys as their princes,

and children shall rule over them.

' Rashi, "Palaces with costly floors." Redak, "pic-

tures." Sachs, " what delighteth the eye."
" i. e. What is his value in comparison with God ?

" Abarbanel renders, "stay and staff," with "every
prop;" i. e. the great, who are farther described.

^ Rashi, "the king." £>achs, "diviner."
• Sachs, "Wizard and conjurer."

'Jonathan. Others, "a physician," taking E?3n literallj',

as one who binds up a wound.— /. e. The public distress

shall be so great that each o.ne shall be afraid to rule.

5 And so shall the people press man against

man, and one against the other: the l)oy

shall behave himself proudly against the

ancient, and the base against the honourable.

6 When a man will seize hold on his bro-

ther in the house of liis father, (saying,) Thou
hast a garment, thou shalt be our ruler, and

let this ruin be under thy hand

:

7 He will swear on that day, saying, I

will not be a chief:*^ and in my house is

neither bread nor clothing
;
you shall not ap-

point me a ruler of the people.

8 For Jerusalem is sunk to decay, and
Judah is fallen; because their tongue and
their doings are against the Lord, to incense

the eyes'of his glory.

9 The boldness^ of their face testifieth

against them; and like Sodom they tell

openly their sin, they conceal it not. Wo
unto their soul ! for they have prepared evil

unto themselves'.

10 Say ye to the righteous, that he hath

done well;'' for the fruit of their" doings shall

they eat.

11 Wo unto the Avicked who doeth evil;''

for the recompense of his hands shall be be-

stowed on him.

12 My people ! their oppressors are children,

and women rule them. my people ! thy

leaders cause thee to err, and the directioii' of

thy paths they corrupt.

13 ^ The Lord is stepped forth to plead,

and standeth up to judge the people.

14 The Lord will enter into judgment
with the ancients of his people, and their

princes; but 3'e—ye have eaten up the vine-

yard; the plunder of the poor is in your

houses.

15 What mean ye that ye crush my people,

and grind down the faces of the poor? saith

the Lord the Eternal of hosts.

16 ^ And the Lord said, Fora.smuch as the

daughters of Zion are proud, and walk with

stretched forth necks and casting about their

« Rashi. Sachs, after Abcn Ezra, " the appearance,"

or "traits."
^ Rashi. Sachs, after Jonathan, " Praise the righteous,

for it goefh well with hira."

' Thepluralafter the singular, or "all who are righteous."

' Rashi, who takes }}'\ as the adjective of i'B'l- Others,

"it shall bo ill with him."
' After Sachs ; it means that they who ought to lead

rightly, cause the people to swerve from the proper path

into a wrong direction.
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eyof^, walkins; and mincing' as they go, and
making a tinkling with their feet

:

17 Therefore -will the Lord smite with le-

prosy the crown of the head of the daughters

of Zion, and the Lord will lay open their

nakedness.

18 Tf On that day will the Lord take away
the beauty of their tinkling shoe-buckles, and
the hair-nets, and the crescent-shaped orna-

ments,

19 The drops, and the bracelets, and the

mufflers,

20 The bonnets, and the foot-chains, and
the head-bands," and the tablets, and the ear-

rings,

21 The finger-rings, and nose-jewels,

22 The changeable suits of apparel, and the

mantles, and the shawls, and the pockets,

23 The mirrors, and the chemisettes,'' and
the turbans, and the long vails.

24 And it shall come to pass, that instead

of sweet smell there shall be coiTuption ; and
instead of a girdle a I'ope; and instead of

curled hair baldness; and instead of a wide
garment a girding of sackcloth; a mark of

burning instead of beauty.

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and
thy mighty ones in the war.

26 And then shall her gates lament and
mourn ; and stript of all shall she sit upon the

ground.

CHAPTER IV.

1 And seven women shall take hold of one
man on that day, saying, We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own apjiarel : only let us

be called by thy name, take but away our re-

proach."

2 Tl On that day shall the sprout of the

Lord be for ornament and for honour, and the

fruit of the land for excellence and for glory

for the escaped of Israel.

3 And it shall come to pass, that whoever
is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Je-

* Zunz and others, "belts, smclling-boxes, and amulets."
^ [no liero, iseviJently not '•fine linen," but a garment

made of it. We have followed SachH and others, who ren-

der it with Jlimi/c/un, the nearest term to which is the

one we have ehoscn. On the whole, there is inueh uncer-
tainty what precise ornaments and dresses are described
here; but no doubt tliat luxury had attained a high point

in Isaiah's time.

' They demand him in marriage, celibacy being a dis-

grace.

4G4

rusalem, .shall be called holy, every one that
is written down unto life in Jerusalem

:

4 When the Lord shall have washed away
the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall

have scoured away the blood-guiltiness of Je-
rusalem from its midst, by the spirit of judg-
ment, and by the spirit of destruction.''

5 And then will tlie Lord create upon
every dwelling of mount Zion, and upon her
places of assembly, a cloud and smoke by
day, and the brightness of a flaming fire by
night; for over all the glory shall be a cover-

ing."

6 And a tabernacle shall it be for a shade
in the daytime from the heat, and for a refuge,

and for a covert from tempest and from rain.

CHAPTER V.

1 T[ I will sing now for my beloved, the
song of my dear one touching his vineyard.

A vineyard had my beloved on a rich hill-to]!

:

2 And he fenced it in, and cleared it of-

stones, and planted it with the choicest vines,

and built a tower in its midst, and also a

Avinepress he hewed out therein : and he
hojoed that it should bring forth grapes, and
it brought forth worthless fruit.'

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and men of Judali, judge, I pray yOu, be-

tween me and my vineyard.

4 What more was to be done to my vine-

yard, that I had not done in it? why then
did I hope that it should bring forth grapes,

while it brought forth worthless fruit?

5 And n6w I will let you know also what
I will do to my vinej-ard : I will take away
its hedge, and it shall be eaten olF;^' I will

break down its wall, and it shall be trodden

down

;

6 And I will lay it quite waste: it shall

not be pruned, nor hoed around; and it shall

be overgrown Avith briers and thorns; and
the clouds will I command that they send
down no rain upon it.

'' Lit. "Removal," or "sweeping out," i.c.ot wickednes,s.

' riiilippson, "that it (the cloud) may be a cover of all

the glory," and refers fo Exod. xl. 34, S!); but liashi

coninieut!<, " for over all the glory promised to them, .shall

be the protection which my majesty shall cover them
with."

' Ilashi, " Lamhnichf, ' wild grapes,' " appearing like

grapes.

" (. r. Cattle shall come in and feed on its branches; the

same meaning is to be applied to above, iii. 14.
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7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is

the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are

the plant of his delight : and he hoped for

justice, but behold injustice; for equitj', but

behold iniquity.*

8 ^ Wo unto those that cause house to

join on house, bring field near*" to field, till

there is no more room, so that 3'e may be left

alone as the inhabitants in the midst of the

land!

9 In my ears (spoke) the Lord of hosts,

Truly many houses shall become desolate,

3'ea, great and beautiful ones without an in-

habitant.

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield

(but) one bath, and a chomer-seed" shall _)ield

(but) an ephali.

11 ^ Wo unto those that rise up early in

the morning, that they may run after strong

drink; that continue until late in the twi-

light, till wine inflame them!
12 And there are harp and psaltery, tam-

bourine and flute, and wine at their drinking-

feasts ; Ijut the deeds of the Lord they regard

not, and the works of his hands they behold

not.

13 Therefore are my people led into cap-

tivity, for want of knowledge:* and their

honourable men suffer of famine, and their

multitude are panting with thirst.

14 Therefore hath the deep" enlarged her

desire, and opened her mouth without mea-
sure: and there descend (Jerusalem's)*^ glory,

and her multitude, and her noise, and who-
ever rejoiced therein.

15 And bent down shall be the son of

earth, and humbled shall be the man, and
the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled;

16 And the Lord of hosts shall be exalted

in judgment, and the holy God shall be sanc-

tified by (displa}dng his) righteousness.

17 Then shall the sheep feed according to

' Lit. "outcry," /. e. against the false decrees of the

judges. It has been endeavoured to retain the play on

the words in the original, DStyo against nstyn, and npTX
against npi'i'.

''
i. e. By taking away by force the intermediate pro-

perty.
" A clinmer is ten ephahs or ten baths.

n^n ''730 is rendered by Sachs " unawares;" i. e. be-

fore they are aware or knowing of the evil. We have

followed Rashi and Jonathan, who also give 2>n "no with

"dying of famine."
' SiNiy is rendered hell in the English version ; but the
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their wont, and the ruins of the fat ones shall

sojourners eat.

18 ^1 Wo unto those that draw iniquity

with the cords of falsehood, and as with a

wagon-rope sinfulness

;

19 That say. Let him make speed, let him
hasten his work, that we may see it: and let

draw nigh and come the counsel of the Holy
One of Israel, that we may know it!

20 1[ AVo unto those that say of the evil it

is good, and of the good it is evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness;

that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bit-

ter!

21 ^ Wo unto those that are wise in their

own eyes, and intelligent in their own es-

teem !"

22 ^ Wo unto those that are heroes to

di'ink Avine, and men of might to mingle
strong drink

;

23 Who justify the wicked in lieu of a

bribe, and who deprive the righteous of their

right

!

24 ^ Therefore as the tongue of the fire

devoureth the stuDble, and dry hay sinketh

before the flame ; so shall their root be as rot-

ten things, and their blossom shall Qy up as

the dust; because they have despised the law
of the Lord of hosts, and the woi'd of the

Holy One of Israel they have rejected.

25 For this cause is kindled the anger of

the Lord against his people, and he stretcheth''

forth his hand against them, and he smiteth

them; and the mountains tremble, and their

carcasses lie like sweepings' in the midst of

the streets; with all this his anger is not

turned away, but still is his hand stretched

out.

20 And he will lift up an ensign to the

nations from afar, and will call" for one of

them from the end of the earth ; and, behold,

with speed, swiftly, it cometh;

general idea is the place where the dead go to, " the grave,"

"the deep," "the nether world."
' After Rashi.
' Heb. "and in the presence of their face."

' In the Hebrew the past tense is used, because to the

prophet's eyes the present is already past.

' After Rashi. But Aben Ezra takes the 3 of nniD3
belonging to the root, and renders, "shall be cast away."

Redak, "cut in pieces."
' Lit. "whistle," or "pipe." Rashi, ^' Siffler, which is

also a sign for gathering, like the lifting up of the ban-

ner."
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27 There is none weary nor stiinil)linf;-

among its men; it sluniberetli not, it sloepotli

not; not loosened is the girdle of its loins,

not broken is the latohet of its shoes;

28 Whose arrows are sharpened, and all

whose bows are bent; its horses' hoofs are hard

like the Hint, and its wheels like the whirl-

wind;
2"J It hath a roar like the lioness, it roareth

like the young lions: yea, it growleth, and

layeth hold of the prey, and earrieth it safely

oil', with none to deliver.

'M And it" will rage against it on that day

like with the raging of the sea: and if one

look unto the earth, behold, there is darkness,

oppression,"" and the light is darkened through

the darkness of its elouds.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ In the year of king 'Uzziyaliu's death

I saw the Lord sitting upon a high and ex-

alted throne, and his train fdled the temple.

2 Seraphim were standing around him,

each one had six wings; with two he covered

his face, and with two he covered his feet,

and with two did he fly.

3 And one called inito the other, and said,

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the

whole earth is full of his glory.

4 And the ])osts of the threshold sliook at

the voice of those that called alourl, and the

house was filled with snioke.

5 And I said. Wo is me! for I am lost ; be-

cause a man of unclean lips am I, and in the

midst of a people of unclean lips do I dwell

;

for the King, the Lord of hosts have my eyes

seen.

G Then flew unto me one of the seraphim,

and in his hand was a live coal," with the

tongs had he taken it from off the altar:

7 And he touched therewith upon my
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy

lips; and thy ini(iuity is departed, and thy

sin is Ibrgiven.

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord, say-

• i. e. The inimical nation, against Israel.

' Saelis, "darkness of distress," otherwise this verse is

reiidored afl<T him. Sniue tran.sliitc, "moon and sun are

rendered dark through its clouds ;" making li" the moon,

or .small luminary.
° Sacdis, " a glowing stone."
'' I'liilippson, " Vim shall hear, Imt not understand," &e.

"'At'trr Itashi. Others, " Make obdurate, " iV:e. ; niean-

ing, the perverseiiess of the jicople is so great that the

4GG

ing, Whom shall I send, and who will go for

us? And I said. Here am 1; send me.

9 And he said. Go, and say unto this peo-

ple. Hear** indeed, but understand not; and
see indeed, Init know not.

10 Obdurate" will remain the heart of this

people, and their ears will be heavy, and their

e3cs will be shut; so that they will not see

with their eyes, nor hear with their ears, nor
their hearts be understanding, so that they

be converted, and healing be granted them.

11 And I said. How long, Lord? And
he said, Until that cities be left waste without

an inhabitant, and houses Avithout man, and
the soil be made desolate as a wilderness,

12 And the Lord will have removed far

away the men, and the depopulation be great

in the midst of the land.

13 And should a tenth part thereof yet re-

main, it will again be swejjt away; (yet) like

the terebinth and the oak, which, when they

cast their leaves, retain their stems, so re-

maineth the holy seed, its*^ stem.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ And it came to pass in the days of

Acliaz the son of Jotham, the son of 'Uzzi-

yahu, the king of Judah, that Rezin the king

of Syria, and Pekacli the son of Remalyahu,
the king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem

to war against it; but were not able to make
an attack upon it.

2 And it was told unto the liouse'^ of David,

saying, Syria is encamped with Ephraim;
and his heart trembled, with the heart of his

people, as the trees of the forest are shaken

Ijefore the wind.

3 ^1 And the Lord said unto Isaiah, Go forth

now to meet Achaz, thou with Shear-yashub

thy son, to the end of the aqueduct of the up-

per pool, on the highway of the washer's'' field;

4 . And thou shalt say unto him. Take
heed, and be quiet; fear not, and let thy

heart not become faint because of these two
stumps of smoking firebrands, before the fierce

prophetic mission will only display the stronger their nu-

worthiness. (See Esod. iii. 10 ; Deut. x.^ix. 3.)
' Israel's. The deciduous tree casts its leaves in the

autumn; still it dies not; with return of the spring a new
foliage appears ; so, though destruction cuiues after de-

struction over the godless, the holy seed, the truly pious,

are the stem, the trunk of Israel's tree, sending out new
branches and new leaves for ever.

« /. r. The king. " Others, "fuller's field."
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anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of

Remaljahu.
5 Forasmuch as Syria, (with) Ephraim and

the son of Remalyahu, have taken evil covm-

sel against thee, saying,

6 Let us go up against Judah, and besiege"

it, and let us make a Ijreaeh tlierein for us,

and set up as king in the midst of it, the son

of Tabeid.

7 ^ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, It

shall not succeed, and it shall not come to pass.

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and
the head of Damascus is Rezin : and within

sixt}^ and five'' years shall Ephraim 'be broken,

to be no more a people.

9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria,

and the head of Samaria is Remalyahu's son.

If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not

have permanence.

10 ^ And the Lord continued to speak

unto Achaz, saying,

1

1

Ask thee a sign from the Lord thy God

;

ask it in the depth, or high up above.

12 But Achaz said, I will not ask, and I

will not tempt the Lord.

13 And he said. Hear ye now, house of

David ! Is it too little for you to weary men,
tliat ye will weary also my God ?

14 Therefore will the Lord himself give

you a sign; behold, this young"" woman shall

conceive, and bear a son, and she** shall call

his name 'Immanu-el, (God with us.)

15 Cream" and honey shall he eat, so soon

as he knoweth to refuse the evil, and to choose

the good.

IG For before yet the child shall know to

refuse the evil, and to choose the good, shall

be forsaken the land, of the kings of which
thou feelest dread.

17 The Lord will bring over thee, and over

thy people, and over thy father's house, days

that have not come, from the day that Ephraim
withdrew from Judah,—the king of Assyi'ia.

' Philippson, " inclose." Sachs, " trouble."
'' llashi refers this to the prophecy of 'Amos from

which //(/' period is to be dated to which Isaiah now refers;

and to this he properly appends a sign, Achaz having no
doubt shown that he believed Isaiah as little as the older

prophet 'Amos.
' noS;' does not necessarily signify virgin, but a young

marriageable woman in general. (Scealso Prov. xxx. 21.)
^ Others, "and thou shalt call," addressing the young

woman herself.

' Rashi, who comments, "Now all is desolate by the

18 ^ And it shall come to pass on that
day, that the Lord will call' for the Uy that

is in the uttermost end of the streams of Egypt,
and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.

19 And they shall come, and shall encamp,
all of them, in the desolate valleys, and in

the clefts of the rocks, and upon all thomi-

hedges, and upon all bushes.

20 On the same day will the Lord shave
with the razor that is hired, from among those

on the other side of the river, with the king
of Assyria,'-' the head, and the hair of the

feet: and also the beard shall it entirely

remove.

21 ][ And it shall come to pass on that

day, that a man shall nourish (but) one young
cow,*" and two sheep;

22 And it shall happen, that for the abun-
dance of milk which they shall give he shall

eat cream; for cream and honey shall eat

every one that is left in the midst of the land.

23 And it shall come to pass on that day,

that every place, wdiere there are (now) a thou-

sand vines worth a thousand silver shekels,

shall be,—yea, this shall be (given up to)

briers and thorns.

24 With arrows and with bows shall men
enter thither; because all the land shall be-

come (covered with) briers and thorns.

25 And all mountains that are worked
with the mattock, there' shall not come thither

the fear of briers and thorns ; and they shall

serve for the pasture of •oxen, and for the

treading of sheeji.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 Tl And the Lord said unto me, Take
thyself a large table,*" and write on it with
distinct letters,' Lemaher-shalal-chash-baz.°^

2 And I was to summon for myself trusts

worth3f witnesses, Uriyah the priest, and
Zecharyahu the son of Yeberechyahu.

3 And I came near unto the prophetess;

war; but this shall cease speedily and there be plenty

for all."

'Lit. "whistle." (Sec above, v. 26.)
' The A.ssyrian is the razor which is to do God's bidding.
' llashi, "after the desolation, and on the little that is

left will I send my blessing."

' Philippson, "thou shalt not enter there for fear of

briers and thistles."

'Jonathan. IJashi, "roll."

' Jonathan ; lit. " the pen," or "style of a man."
^ /. e. Speedy booty, sudden spoil.
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and she conrcived, and bore a son. Then
said the LoiU) to me, Call his name Maher-

shahil-chash-baz.

4 For before j-et the boy shall know to

call, My father, and my mother, the wealth

of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall

be carried away before the king of Assyria.

5 ^ And the Lord continued to speak

unto me again, saying,

G Forasmuch as this people despiseth the

waters of Shilolich that How softly, and rejoice

in Rezin and Remalyahu's son;

7 Yea therefore behold, the Lord bringeth

up over them the strong and many waters of

the river,—the king of Assyria, and all his

glory; and he shall come up over all his

channels, and step over all his banks

;

8 And he shall penetrate into Judah, over-

flow and flood over, even to the neck shall he

reach ; and his outstretched wings shall fill

the breadth of thy land, 'Immanu-el.*

9 ^ Associate*" yourselves, O _yc people, yet

shall ye be broken in pieces; and give ear,

all ye of the far portions of the earth : gird'

yourselves, yet shall ye be bi'oken in pieces;

gird j'ourseh'cs, yet shall ye be broken in

pieces.

10 Take counsel together, yet shall it come
to naught; speak the word, and it shall not

stand firm; for with us is God.

11 ^f For thus said the Lord to me with

the strength of prophecy, and warned me not

to walk in the way of this people, saying,

12 Call'" ye not a conspiracy all that this

people may call a conspiracy, and what it

feareth shall ye not fear, and be not terrified

(thereat).

13 The Lord of hosts, him shall ye sanctify

;

* 'Iniiuanu-cl was the child that was to show the early

fulfilment of the prophecy in chap. vii. ; hence his name
stands for the land of Jiulah, which, notwithstanding tlie

danffer predicted, sliould still be delivered ; as was done

when Sennacherib's army fell before Jerusalem.
' llashi and Jonathan. Zunz, " rage, nation.s, and fear."

Aben Ezra, "Be ye broken and crushed."
' With armour.
'' Lit. " Say not a conspiracy of all," &c. The conspiracy

is probably the confederacy of the enemies of Judah ; and
the prophet admonishes him.self and others not to be dis-

m.iyed at the apparent danger.
" Kuslii, "bind and .seal the warning and the teaching

of the law on the heart of tliy disciples who fear the Loun,"
properly called, " the disciples of the Loun."

' Lit. "chirp," like a bird. English version, "peep,"
in the same sense.

• This is the answer which is to be given ; rendered
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and let him be your fear, and let him be your
terror.

14 And he will be for a sanctuary; but
also for a stone of stumbling and lor a rock
to f;xll over unto both the houses of Israel, for

a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem.

15 And man}' shall stumble over them, and
fall, and be broken, and snared, and be caught.

10 Tf Bind" up the testimony, seal up the

law among my disciples.

17 And I will wait for the Lord, that

hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and
I will hope for him.

18 Behold, I and the children whom the

Lord hath given me are for signs and for

tokens iii Israel from the Lord of hosts, who
dwelleth on mount Ziou.

19 And when they shall say unto you,
"Inquire of those that have familiar spirits,

and unto wizards, that whisper,*^ and that

mutter:" should^ not a people inquire of their

God? (should we then) in behalf of the liv-

ing (inquire) of the dead?
20 (Hold) to the law and to the testimony:

if they are not to speak according to this

word,'' in which there is no light.

21 And the (people) shall pass through
(the land), hard oppressed and hungry: and
it shall come to pass, that Avhen they shall be
hungry, they will become enraged, and cur.se

their king and their God, and turn toward on
high (for aid).'

22 And they will look unto the earth;

and behold there are trouble and darkness,

dimness of oppression, and they shall be scat-

tered into obscurity.

23 For no fatigue" (bcfalleth) him that op-

after Kashi. But Jonathan, "this is the custom of the

nations who worship error, they inquire of their idols, of

the dead for the living."

Rashi renders, " You will see that they will say in ac-

cordance with this word, that their false gods have no

power to grant pra3'er;" taking inu " to seek by entreaty."

]'hilipp.son, " (Back) to the law and testimony, if the peo-

ple to whom no morning dawneth speak not after this

word;" meaning, that no light shall be given to those

who turn not back to the law. ' Jonathan.
' Tliis verse is given after Kashi and Jonathan ; though

the latter renders the last part, " and the remainder shall

a mighty king lead captive, because they remembered not

(iod's power at the (Red) Sea, and the miracles at the

Jordan near the cities of the nations." nS refers to the

land. S'Sj Rashi applies to all Palestine, "the land to

which the nations draw in nia.sses." This verse is the

1st of chap. is. in the English version.
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presseth it; in the first time he made light

of the land of Zebulun, and the land of Naph-
tali, and at the last he will deal hard, with

the way by the sea, on the other side of the

Jordan, (up to) the Galilee of the nations.

CHAPTER IX.

1 The people that walketh in darkness

have seen a great light : they that dwell in

the land of the shadow of death—a light sliin-

eth brightly over them.

2 Thou hast multiplied the nation, made
great their joy; they rejoice before thee as

with the joy in harvest, as men ai'e glad when
they divide the spoil.

3 For the yoke of their burden, and the

staff on their shoulder, the rod of their op-

pressor, hast thou broken, as on the day of

Midian.

4 For" all the weapons of the fighter in

the battle's tumult, and the garment rolled

in blood, shall be burnt, become food for fire.

5 For a child is born unto us, a son hath

been given unto us, and the government is

placed on his shoulders; and his name is

called. Wonderful, counsellor of the mighty
God, of the everlasting Father, the prince of

peace.*"

6 For (promoting) the increase of the go-

vernment, and for peace without end, upon
the throne of David and upon his kingdom,

to establish it and to support it through jus-

tice and righteousness, from henceforth and
unto eternity; the zeal of the Lord of hosts

will do this.

7 ^ A word hath the Lord sent against

Jacob, and it hath alighted upon Israel.

8 And experience it shall all the people

together, Ephraim and the inhabitants of

Samaria; because they say, in the pride and
haughtiness of heart,

9 " The bricks are fallen down, but with

hewn stones will we re-build : the sycamores"

' After Heinemann, Sachs, Philippson. Hochstadter,
" all rattling armour."

^ Heinemann ; Rashi renders, "and the Wonderful, coun-
sellor, mighty God, the everlasting Father, hath called his

name The prince of peace." Aben Ezra, however, after

whom Philippson, applies all the words as epithets of the

prince, (Hezekiah,) and translates, "and people call him,

Wonder, counsellor, mighty one of God, perpetual ftither,

prince of peace." The only difficulty in the verse is the

word Sn which may as well be rendered with Aben Ezra
" powerful," as God, as this word is found in the same

are cut down, but with cedars will we replace

them."

10 Therefore will the Lord strengthen the
adversaries of Kezin above him, and will stir

up** his enemies;

11 The Syrians in front, and the Philistines

Iwhind; and they shall devour Israel with a
full mouth. For all this his anger is not
turned away, but his hand still remaineth
stretched out.

12 And the people return not unto him
that smiteth them, and the Lord of hosts do
they not seek.

13 ][ And the Lord cutteth off from Israel

head and tail, palm-branch and rush, on one
day.

14 The ancient and honourable is the
head; and the prophet that teacheth lies is

the tail.

15 And the guides of this people are those

that guide to error; and those that are led

of them are misled."

16 Therefore will the Lord have no joy in

their young men, and on their fatherless and
widows will he have no mercy ; for every one
is a hypocrite and an evil-doer, and every
mouth sjDeaketh scandalous words. For all

this his anger is not turned away, but his

hand still remaineth stretched out.

17 For wickedness burneth like the fire;

it shall devour the briers and thorns; and it

shall kindle (a flame) in the thickets of the

forest, and they shall be shrouded' by the
wreaths of smoke.

18 ^ Through the fury of the Lord of

hosts is the land scorched,*^ and the people

have become as food for the fire ; no man will

spare his brother.

19 And he snatcheth on the right hand,
and is (yet) hungry; and he eateth on the

left hand, and are not (yet) satisfied: they
shall eat every man the flesh of his own
arm:

sense in Esod. xv. 11, 15. Only the importance attached

to this verse by controversialists has induced us to speak

so much of it, as it evidently alludes to a child born

already, mj "hath been," not jnj' "shall be given."
' Sachs, "mulberries." Otner.s, "wild fig-trees."

"" "Arm."—S.\CHS.
' "And their misled ones are ruined."

—

Philippson.
' "They shall bo shrouded and shut out by the strength

of the smoke of the conflagration."

—

Redak.
^ Rashi, " the smoke is thrown over the earth." Re-

dak, " the land is darkened."
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20 Mcnassch (against)" Ephraim; and
Epliraini (against) Mcnassch; and they to
getlier against Judah. For all this his anger

is not turned away, but his hand still remaiu-

eth stretched out.

CHAPTER X.

1 T[ Wo unto those that decree decrees of

unrighteousness, and the writers'" who write

down Avrongful things;

2 To turn aside from judgment the needy,

and to rob the just due of the poor of my peo-

ple, that widows may be their prey, and (that)

they may plunder the fatherless!

3 And what will ye do on the day of the

visitation, and at the desolation which will

come from afar? to whom wall ye tlee for

help? and w^here will ye leave your glory?

4 Without me" they shall kneel down un-

der the prisoners, and under the slain shall

they fall. For all this his anger is not
turned away, but his hand still remaineth
stretched out.

5 ^ Wo over Asshur, the rod of my an-

ger; and a staff is in their hand my indigna-

tion.

G Against a hypocritical nation will I send
him, and against the people of my fury
will I give him a charge, to take the spoil,

and to carry off the prey, and to render tliem

trodden down like the mire of the streets.

7 But he dcemcth it not so, and his heart

doth not think so; but to destroy is m his

heart, and to cut off nations not a few.

8 For he saith, " Are not my princes alto-

gether kings?

9 Is not Calno like Karkemish? is not Char
math like Arpad? is not Samaria like Da-
mascus ?

10 As my hand hath reached the king-

doms of the idols, whose graven images ex-

ceeded in numlxjr those of Jerusalem and of

Samaria

:

11 Shall I not, as I have done unto Sa-

* After Abcn Ezra. But Ilashi, " Mcnassch joincth

Ephraim," &c.
'' Sachs. But Rashi, " and sign wrongful writings,"

D'^HDO as "the written transactions." lie also renders,

"Wo to tho.se who indict false obligations."
" Jloilak. Kashi, after Jonathan, " where they have

not kneclcil there shall they be prisoners;" i'. c. beyond
Palestine, taking nnn as "on the spot." Sachs, "he
who hath never kneeled (shall do it) among prisoners,"
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maria and her idols, do so unto Jerusalem
and unto her idols?"

12 ^ Wherefore shall it come to pass, that
when the Lord hath completed all his work
on mount Zion and in Jerusalem, I will puuish
the fruit of the liaughtiness of the king of
Assyria, and the vain-glory of liis jjroud

looks.

13 For he hath said, "By the strength of
my hand have I done it, and by my Avisdom,

for I have intelligence; and I have removed
the boundaries of nations, and their laid-up

treasures have I plundered, and brought down
low those that were powerfully seated.**

14 And my hand hath reached, as a bird's

nest, the wealth of the people: and as one
gathereth up eggs that are forsaken, have I

myself gathered up all the earth ; and there

was not one that moved the whig, or opened
the mouth, or chirped."

15 Shall the axe boast itself over him that

heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnifv
itself against him that swingeth it ? as if the
rod should swing about tho.se that lift it up,

or as if the staff should lift up him who is no
wood."

16 T[ Therefore will the Lord, the Eternal of

hosts, send forth among his lat ones leanness

;

and under his glory shall be kindled a burn-
ing like the burning of a fire.

17 And the light of Israel shall become a
fire, and his Holj- One a tlame ; and it shall

burn and devour his thorns and his briers on
one day.

18 And the glory of his forest, and of his

fruitful field, both soid and body, will he de-

stroy : and he shall be as (a tree) eaten to

powder Ity the worms.
"^

19 And the rest of the trees of his forest

shall be few in number, so that a boy may
write them down.

20 ^ And it shall come to pass on that
day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as

are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall not

&c. Our version i.s, "where God does not aid, all human
strength is vain."

" Jonathan, " that dwell in strong cities." lOND is

thus used adverbially. Philippson, and English version,

"as a valiant man." l^ishi, " many inhabitants."
" Rashi.
' li;»shi, taking ddu to mean "gnaw-worm." Sachs,

"as the fading away of a sick man," from od^d "to melt

away."
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farther lean for siippoi't again upon him that

smitetli them ; Init they shall lean for support

upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

21 The I'emnant shall return, the remnant
of Jacob, unto the mighty God.

22 For though thy people Israel should be

as the sand of the sea, (3-et) a remnant (only)

of them shall return : destruction is decreed,

it overfloweth with righteousness.

23 For it is completed and decreed; the

Lord, the Eternal of hosts will do it in the

midst of all the land.

24 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord the

Eternal of hosts. Be not afraid, my people

that dwellest in Zion, of Asshur, who will

smite thee with the rod, and lift up his statf

against thee, after the manner of Egypt.

25 T[ For yet but a very little while more,

and the indignation shall cease, and my anger

shall be for their destruction."

26 And the Lord of hosts shall lift up a

scourge over him like (at) the smiting of Midian
at the roclv of "Oreb : and as his stafi' was lifted

over the sea, so will he carry him off after

the manner of Egypt.

27 And it came to pass in that day, that

his burden shall be removed from off thy
shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and
the yoke shall be bi'oken because of the fat-

ness.*"

28 ][ He cometh to 'Ayath,° he passeth on
to Migron; at Michmash he layeth up his

baggage

;

29 They go through the pass; they take up
their lodging at Geba'; Ramah trembleth;

Gib'ah of Saul fleeth.

30 Let thy voice resound, daughter of

Gallim; listen Layshah; poor 'Anathoth!

31 Madnienah is in motion; the inhabit-

ants of Gebim are assembled to flee.

32 As yet to-day will he remain at Nob

:

then will he swing his hand against the mount
of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jeru-

salem.

* Jonathan, " over the nations that do wicked deeds to

destroy them." Kasbi, "and my anger will stop, because

of their (Ass_yrians') blasphemy."
'' Jletaphorical, as though by the increase of fat around

the neck the bars of the yoke would crack asunder.
" This is a prophetical description of the march of Sen-

nacherib's army approaching Jerusalem in order to invest

it, and of the terror and confusion spreading and increas-

ing through the several places as he advanced ; expressed

with great brevity, but finely diversified.

33 TI Behold, the Lord, the Eternal of

hosts, will lop off the fruitful bough with
terrific might: and tho.se of towering growtli

shall be hewn down, and the high sliall be
made low.

34 And he will cut down the thickets of

the forests with iron, and the Lebanon shall

fall by (means of) a mighty one.

CHAPTER XL
1 ^ And there shall come forth a shoot

out of the stem of Jesse, and a sprout shall

spring oift of his roots.

2 And there shall rest upon him the spirit

of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and under-

standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the

spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the

Lord;
3 And he shall be animated* by the fear

of the Lord; and not after the sight of his

eyes shall ye judge, and not after the hearing

of his eai's shall he decide

;

4 But shall he judge with righteousness

the poor, and decide with equity for the suf-

fering ones of the earth ;" and he shall smite

the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the

wicked.

5 And righteousness*' shall be the girdle of

his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his

hips.

6 And the wolf shall then dwell with the

sheep, and the leopard shall lie down with

the kid; and the calf and the young lion and
the fatling (shall be) together, and a little Ijoy

shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the she-bear shall feed,

together shall their young ones lie down : and
the lion shall like the ox eat straw.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the

hole of the asp, and on the basilisk's den
shall the weaned child stretch out his hand.

9 They shall not do hurt nor destroy on

all my holy mountain; for the earth^ shall be

^ Kashi. Redak, "He shall understand quickly," from

n"i "the smell." Philippson, "A pleasant odour is to

him the fear," &c.
' Others, "the land."
' Jonathan, " And the righteous shall be all around

him, and those who act faithfully shall come near

him."
' The effect of the spread of the knowledge of truth

shall be to remove all contention, di.scord and strife,

—

universal peace—uuiver.sal knowledge.
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full of tlio knowledge of the Lorp, as the|

waters cover the sea."

10 Tf
And it shall happen on that day, that

(he of) the root of Jesse, who shall stand as

an ensign of the people, to him shall nations

(come to) inquire: and his resting-place'' shall

be glorious."

11 ^1 And it shall happen on that day, tliat

the Lord will put forth his hand again the

second time to acquire the remnant of his

])eople, which shall remain, from Assyria, and

from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from

Cush, and from 'Elam, and from Shin'ar, and

from Chamath, and from the islands of the

sea.

12 And he will lift up an ensign unto the

nations, and will assemble the outcasts of

Israel; and the dispersed of Judali will he

collect together from the four corners of the

earth.

1.3 And then .shall depart the envy of

Ephraim, and the adversaries'' of Judali shall

be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judali,

and Judah shall not assail Ephraim.

14 But they shall ily upon the shoulders

of the Philistines toward the west; together

shall they spoil the children of the east : upon

Edom and Moiib shall they lay their hands;

and the children of 'Ammon shall obey

them.
15 And the Lord will utterly destroy the

tongue of the Egyptian sea; and he wall swing

his hand over the river with his mighty''

w^ind, and will smite it into the seven streams,

and render it passal:)le with shoes.

IG And there shall be a high-way for the

remnant of his people, whicli shall remain

from Assyria; like as it was to Israel on the

day that they came up out of the land of

Egypt.

CHAPTER XII.

1 And thou shalt say on that day, " I will

thank thee, Lord, that thou wast angry

• t. e. The bed of the sea; and so Sachs, " the depth of

the sea."
"• Jonatlian.
" Lit. "glory," and is so rendered by Sachs and others.

Iloeh.stadter, " and rest Bhall be glorious to him."
^ Kedak and others, "the enemies of Ephraim among

Judali;" i. r. neitiier party shall desire war.
' Sachs, after Sa'adyah, " witii the glowing of his anger;"

D'y from an Arabic root, signifying "the glowing."
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with me ; thy anger (now) is turned away,
and thou comfortest me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation : I will trust

and not be afraid; for ray strength and song
is Yah the Eternal; and he is become my
salvation."

3 And ye shall draw water with joy out of

the springs of salvation.

4 And ye shall say on that day, "Give
thanks unto the Lord, call on his name,
make known his deeds among the people,

keep it in remembrance that exalted is liis

name.
5 Sing unto the Lord; for he hath wrought

a stupendous thing : known is this on all the

earth."

6 Call aloud and shout, inhabitress of

Zion; for great is in the midst of thee the

Holy One of Israel.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 T[ The doom'' of Babylon, which Isaiah

the son of Amoz foresaw.

2 Upon a high'' mountain lift yc up a ban-

ner, raise high your voice unto them, Avave the

hand, that they may enter into the gates of the

princes.

3 I have charged my prepared ones, I have
also called my heroes for my anger, those that

rejoice in my highness.''

4 There is a noise of tumult on the moun-
tains, like that of a niunerous people ; a noise

of shouting of kingdoms of nations assembled

;

the Lord of hosts mustereth a host of battle.'

5 They are coming from a far-oft' country,

from the end of the heaven.s, (here is) the

Lord, with the weapons of his indignation, to

destroy all the land.

6 Wail ye; for nigh is the da}- of the

Lord ; like wasting from the Almighty shall

it come.

7 Therefore all hands shall become weak,
and every mortal's heart !<hall melt

;

8 And they shall be affrighted, pangs and

' Rashi, who comments, " the load of punishment."

Lit. "burden," or that prophecy which announces what
is heavy, or direful,—or simply doom.

' Rashi and Jonathan, "against the secure mountains;"

but IJabylon was in a plain ; it is evidently merely a call

for all the enemies to assemble.
" Aben Ezra, " to display my strength."

' A beautiful description of a gradual gathering of a

large army at a distance from the speaker.
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pains shall seize on them; they shall have
throes as a woman that travaileth; one at

the other shall they look amazed; red like

flames shall glow'' their faces.

9 Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,
direful,'' (laden) with wrath and the fierceness

of anger, to render the earth desolate: and
its sinners will he destroy out of it.

10 For the stars of the heavens and their

constellations shall not give forth their light

:

the sun shall be darkened in his going forth,

and the moon shall not shed abroad her light.

11 And I will \asit on the world" its evil,

and on the wicked their iniquity; and I will

stop the arrogance of the presumptuous, and
the haughtiness of the tyrants will I humble.

12 I will make the mortal more precious''

than fine gold; and man, more than the va-

lued metal of Ophir.

13 Therefore will I shake the heavens, and
the earth shall start quaking out of her place,

at the Avrath of the Lord of hosts, and on the

day of his fiex'ce anger.

14 And the people shall be as the chased

roe, and as flocks which no one gathereth up

;

every man to his own people shall they turn,

and every man into his own land shall they
flee.

15 Every one that is found shall be thrust

through ; and every one that is joined unto
them" shall fall by the sword.

16 And their babes shall be dashed to

pieces before their eyes ; spoiled shall be their

houses, and their wives ravished.

17 Behold, I will stir u]} against them the

Medes; who will not regard silver, and who
will not delight in gold.

18 And their bows will dash young men to

pieces; and on the fruit of the womb will

they have no mercy; on children their eye
will not look with pity.

19 And (thus) shall Babylon, the glory of
kingdoms, the proud"^ ornament of the Chal-

deans, become like the overthrow through
God of Sodom and Gomorrah.

° Lit. "the faces of flames (are) their faces."
•' Heb. "cruel," as though the day itself were inex-

orable. Others render, "earth," "land," {. e. Babylon.
° Rashi and Redak refer this to Babylon.
^ i. e. Scarcer, so many shall die.

" So Jonathan and Rashi. Sachs, " who hideth him-
self." Philippson comments, "who joins the enemy."
Heinemann, "who is caught."

' Lit. " the ornament of the pride," or "arrogance."
3K

20 It shall not be inhabited for ever, and
it shall not be dwelt in from generation to

generation ; nor shall the Arabian pitch there
his tent; and shepherds shall not let their

flocks rest there

;

21 But there shall rest the wild beasts of
the desert; and their houses shall be full of
owls; and ostriches shall dwell there, and
evil si^irits shall dance there.

22 And jackals'^ shall howl in her palaces,''

and monsters in the temples of pleasure ; and
near to come is her time, and her days shall

not be extended.

CHAPTER XIV.
1 For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob,

and will again make choice of Israel, and
replace them in their own land: and the
strangers shall be joined with them, and
they shall attach themselves to the house of
Jacob.

2 And nations shall take them, and bring
them to their own place; but the house of

Israel shall obtain possession of them in the
land of the Lord for men-servants and for

maid-servants; and they shall take captive
their captors; and they shall rule over their

oppressors.'

3 ^ And it shall come to pass on the day
when the Lord will give thee rest from thy
trouble, and from thy vexation, and from the
hard bondage wherein thou wast made to

serve,

4 That thou wilt take up this parable

against the king of Babylon, and say. How
hath ceased the ojDpressor! ceased the exac-

tress'' of gold

!

5 Broken hath the Lord the staff of the
wicked, the sceptre' of rulers

;

6 He Avho smote people in wrath, blows
Avithout intermission, he that ruled in anger
nations, persecuting without restraint.

7 At rest, quiet is all the earth; men
break forth into loud song.

8 Also, the fir-trees rejoice at thee, the

" The names of the animals introduced in these verses

have been translated according to various authorities; but
they arc still very uncertain.

' Jonathan. Abcn Ezra, "her widowed, i. e. deserted

houses." ' Or " taskmast-ers."

^ Redak. Rashi, " the proud imposer of a heavy bur-

den." Philippson, simply "oppressor." Sachs, after

Rashi, "tormentress."
' Others, " rod."
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cedars of Lebanon, "Since thou wast laid low,

JIG feller is come up against us."

9 The nether world from below is in mo-
tion concerning thee to meet thee at thy com-

ing: it stirreth up the departed for thee, all

the chief ones of the earth ; it hath caused to

rise up from their thrones all the kings of

nations.

10 They all will commence and say unto

thee, " Thou—thou also art become weak
like us; similar unto us art thou become!"

11 Into the nether world is brought down
thy pride, the clatter of thy psalteries ; be-

neath thee is spread the worm, and thy cover

is the moth.
12 How art thou fallen from heaven j

morning-star, son of the dawn ! how art thou
hewn down to the ground, crusher* of na-

tions !

13 And thou—thou hadst said in thy
heart, " Into heaven will I ascend, above the

stars of God will I exalt my throne ; and I

will sit also upon the mount of the assembly,

in the farthest'' end of the north
;

li I will ascend above the heights of the

clouds ; I will bo equal to the Most High."

15 But into the nether world shalt thou

be brought down, into the lowest depth.

10 Tliey that see thee will gaze at thee,

regard thee Avell, (saying,) " Is this the man
that caused the earth to tremble, that made
kingdoms quake ?

17 That rendered the world as a wilder-

ness, and pulled down its cities : opened" never
the prison-house of his prisoners ?"

18 All the kings of nations, all of them,
lie in glory, every one in his own (eternal)

house.''

19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like

a discarded offshoot, as a garment of those

tliat are slain, pierced by the sword, that go

down to the stones" of the pit, as a carcass

trodden under feet.

20 Thou shalt not be united with them in

burial ; because thy land hast thou destroyed,

* Lit. "weakcner of the nations." Jonathan, "who
JiJst slay among nationH."

^ Q'njT means the farthest point of a thing ; for in-

stance, the back wall of a house. Probably here is meant
a mountain in the far north, which the Babylonians fancied

to be the seat or a.ssembling place of their gods. The
Greeks had Olympus; the Indians, Mcru; the Persians,

Albordj. Kashi and others refer it to Mount Zion.
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thy people hast thou slain : to eternity shall

not be called the seed of evil-doers.

21 Prepare for his children the slaughter,

for the ini(|uity of their fathers ; that they
may not rise, and possess the land, and fdl the

face of the world with enemies (of mankind).
22 And I will rise up against them, saith

the Lord of hosts; and I will cut off from
Babylon name, and remnant, and son, and
grandson, saith the Lord.

23 I will also make it a possession for the

hedgehog,'' and pools of water : and I will

sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith

the Lord of hosts.

24 Tl Sworn hath the Lord of hosts, say-

ing. Surely as I have purposed, so doeth it

come to pass ; and as I have resolved, so shall

it occur.

25 To break Asshur in my own land, and
upon my mountains will I tread him under
foot ; then shall his yoke be removed from ofi"

them, and his burden shall be removed from
off their shoulders.

20 This is the resolve that is resolved over
all the earth : and this is the hand that is

stretched out over all the nations.

27 For the Lord of hosts hath resolved,

and who shall frustrate it? and his hand is

stretched out, and who shall turn it back ?

28 ^ In the year that king Achaz died

was this prophecy (given).

29 Rejoice not, thou entire Palestine, be-

cause the rod of him that smote thee is

broken ; for out of the serpent's root shall

come forth an adder, and its fruit shall be a

flying dragon.

30 And the first-born of the poor shall feed,

and the needy shall rest in safety : and I will

kill with Rimine thy root, and men shall slay

thy remnant.

31 Wail, gate ; cry out, city ; thou
art dissolved, O thou entire Palestine ; for

from the north a smoke is coming, and
there is no one solitary among those of his

that are bidden to come.

° Or, " did not let his prisoners loose homeward."
" Jonathan, /. e. the grave.
" i. e. The bottom. Philippson, " who aro sunk under

the stones," &c. The legend is, that Nebuchadnezzer
was dragged out of his grave ; but it may be metaphori-

cal to express the utter desolation of Babylon, as its royal

sepulchre even was not spared.
' Rashi. Others, " the bittern," a bird.
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32 And what will each one of the messen-

gers of the nation answer ? That the Loed
hath founded Zion, and that therein shall

find protection the poor of his people.

CHAPTER XV.
1 ^ The doom of Moiib. Truly in a night

is 'Ar of Moab plundered, it is laid waste;

truly in a night is Kir of Moab plundered,

it is laid waste.

2 It goetli up to the (idol-) house, and Di-

bon (goeth) up to the high-places to weep, on"

Nibo and on Medeba shall Moab wail ; on all

its heads there is baldness, and every beard

is hewn oft".

3 In its streets they are girded with sack-

cloth, on its roofs, and in its public places

every one shall wail, groan* with weeping.

4 And loud crieth Cheshbon with El'aleh

;

as far as Yahaz is heard their voice ; therefore

the armed men of Moiib shall howl ; its soul

is grieved for itself."

5 My heart will cry for MoJib, whose fugi-

tives are as far as Zo'ar, (and) the third'^ 'Eg-

lerth ; for the ascent of Luchith—with weep-
ing is it ascended; for on the way to Choro-

nayim they let resound the cry of defeat (in

battle).

6 For the waters of Nimrin shall be deso-

late; for dry is the grass, gone are the herbs,

and green things are no more.

7 Therefore the rest of their acquisitions"

and Avhat they possess shall they carry away
over the brook of the willows.

8 For the cry hath encompassed the bound-

ary of Moab; up to Eglayim (is heard) its

wail, and at Beer-elim (is heard) its wail.

9 For the Avaters of Dimon are filled with
blood; for I will bring over Dimon ai'med

bands ;'' over the escaped of Moab (cometh) a
lion, and over the remnant of the land.

CHAPTER XVI.
1 Send ye the lambs of the ruler^ of the

land from Sela', through the wilderness, unto
the mount of the daughter of Zion.

" Sachs, "for."
^ Kashi. Sachs, "melt in weeping."
" Jonathan, "and they crj out for their soul."
*

i'. e. A town so called; others, "like a three yearalold

heifer."

° Jonathan; but Aben Ezra, "the wealth they have
acquired."

2 For it shall be, that, as a fugitive bird,

as a chased'' nest, so shall be the daughters of

Moiib at the fords of Arnon.
3 Bring counsel, execute justice; render

like the night thy shadow in the midst of the

noonday; conceal the outcasts; betray not

the fugitive.

4 Let my outcasts sojourn with thee, Moiib ;'

be thou a covert to them from the face of the

waster; till" ceaseth the extortion, past be the

wasting, and vanished be the oppressor out

of the land.

5 ^ And there shall be founded through
kindness a throne; and there shall sit upon it

in truthfulness in the tent of David a judge
who seeketh justice, and is quick in right-

eousness.

6 We have heard of the pride of Moiib;

(that) he is very proud : of his haughtiness,

and his pride, and his wrath, his groundless

lies.

7 Therefore shall Moiib wail for Moab,
every one shall wail; for the strong walls

of Kir-charesseth shall ye lament; deeply

stricken.

8 For the fields of Cheshbon are withered,

the vine of Sibmah—the lords of nations have
beateii down its branches, they did reach as

far as Ya'zer, into the wilderness did they

wander : its tendrils were stretched forth, they

passed over the sea.

9 Therefore will I weep, when weeping for

Ya'zer, for the vine of Sibmah : I will moisten

thee richly with my tears, Cheshbon, and,
El'aleh ; for over (the gathering of) thy sum-
mer fruits and over thy harvest the battle-cry

is fallen.

10 And (thus) are taken away gladness and
joy out of the fruitful field ; and in the vine-

yards shall bo no singing, shall be no joy-

ful shout : in the presses shall the treader not

tread out wine; I have stopped the harvests

call.'

11 Therefore my bowels shall groan for

Moiib like a harp, and my inward parts ibr

Kir-charess.

' Jonathan. Others, "additional evils."

8 i. e. of Moab. See 2 Kings iii. 4.

^ i. c. As the young chased out of their nest.

' Jonathan, " the outcast of Moab."
' Others, " because."
' In verse 9, m'n represents the battle-cry; here, the call

of the reapers and vintners at their labour.
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12 And it .sliaU come to pass, that it shall

he seen that Moilb is weary on the high-places;

and ho Avill come to his sanctuary to pray;

but he shall not accomplish (aught).

13 This is the word that the Lord hath

ejwken concerning Moiib in former times.

14 But now hath the Lord spoken, saying,

Within three years, as the years of a hired

labourer, shall the glory of Moiib be rendered

mean with all this (his) great multitude ; and
the remnant shall be very small and incon-

siderable.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ The doom of Damascus. Behold, Da-
mascus is deprived of being a city, and it

shall become decaying ruins.

'2 Forsaken are the cities of 'Aro'er: they

shall be (given up) to flocks, which shall lie

down, and none shall make them afraid.

3 And there shall cease the fortress from
Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus,
and the remnant of Syria: like the glory of

the children of Israel shall they be, saith

the Lord of hosts.

4 'd And it shall come to pass on that day,

that the glory of Jacob shall vanish, and the

fatness of his llesh shall become lean.

5 And it shall be as when the harvestman
gathereta the standing-t!orn, and reapeth the

ears with his arm; and it shall be as when
one gleaneth ears in the valley of Repha'im.

G And there shall be left on it gleaning-

fruit, as one shaketh an olive-tree, two or

three berries on the top of the uppermost
bough, lour or five on the outmost branches

of a iruitful tree, saith the Lord the God of

Israel.

7 On that day shall a man turn his regard

up to his Maker, and his eyes shall look to-

ward the Holy One of Israel.

8 And he shall not turn liis regard to the

altars, the work of his hands; and he shall not

look at what his iingers have made, both the

groves and the sun-images.

9 *(\ On that day shall his strong cities be

as a forsaken ruin in a ibrest," and on a

mountain-peak, which they left because of

* After llaslii, except that we have followed Philippson

in giving T^x (usually rcudered," tree-top,") with "moun-
tain-peak," as giving a better sense. Ivashi refers "they"
to the ancient Cauaanitcs who fled bcfoic Israel.
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the children of Israel : and the land shall

be desolate.

10 Because thou hast forgotten the God of

thy salvation, and the rock of thy strength

thou hast not remembered ; therefore wouldest
thou plant luxuriant plantings, and wouldest

set out the shoots of the stranger therein.

11 (Already) on the day that thou plant-

edst thou causedst to grow, and in the morn-
ing thou madest thy seed to blossom; but

now fleetli the harvest on the day of disease''

and of incurable pain.

12 ^ AVo to the raging of many people,

who rage like the raging of the seas; and to

the noise of nations, that make a noi.se like

the roar of mighty waters

!

13 The nations will make a noise like the

roaring of many waters; 'but He will rebuke

it, and it shall Mee afar off, and shall be chased

as the chaff of the mountains Ijefore the wind,

and as thistle-down before the tempest.

14 At eveningtide, behold, there is trouble;

before yet it is morning it is no more. This
is the portion of our spoilers, and the lot of

tho.se that j^lunder us.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ^ Wo to the land with spreading-' wings,

which is bej'ond the rivers of Cush.

2 That sendeth on the sea ambassadors,

and in vessels of bulrushes'' messengers over
the face of the waters. Go, ye swift messengers,

to a nation pulled and torn, to a people terri-

ble from their beginning and onward ; a na-

tion meted out and trodden down, wlio.se land

the rivers have spoiled !

3 All ye inhabitants of the world, and
dwellers on the earth, when the ensign is

lifted up on the mountains, see ye; and when
the cornet is blown, hear ye.

4 ^f For .so hath said the Lord nnto me, I

will take my rest, and I will look down on
my dwelling-place like a clear heat upon
herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of

harvest.

5 For before the harvest, M'hen the blossom

is past, and the flower becometh a ripening

grape, will he both cut oflf the tendrils with

' Aben Ezra; but S.ichs, literally, "possession."
° Jonathan, applying it to the sails of ships, spread out

like wings of birds. Others, "buzzing."
"" See note to Exod. ii. 3.
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pruniiig-lcnives, and the sj^rigs -will he remove

and cut them down.
6 They shall be left together unto the

birds of prey of the mountains, and to the

beasts of the earth: and the birds of prey

shall summer upon them, and all the beasts

of the earth shall winter upon them.

7 ^ At that time shall be brought as a

present unto the Lord of hosts a people

pulled and torn, and'' a people terrible from

their beginning and onward ; a nation meted

out and trodden under foot, whose land the

rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name
of the Lord of hosts, the mount Zion.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 ][ The doom of Egypt. Behold, the

Lord rideth upon a swift*" cloud, and is coming

to Egypt : and the idols of Egypt shall be

moved because of his presence, and the heart

of Egypt shall melt in its inward parts.

2 And I will stir up Egyptians against Egyp-

tians: and they shall fight every one against his

brother, and every one against his fellow ; city

against city, kingdom against kingdom.

3 And the spirit of Egypt shall be emptied

out" in its inward parts ; and its counsel will

I frustrate ; and they will inquire of the idols,

and to the charmers,'' and of those that have

familiar spirits, and of the Avizards.

4 And I will surrender the Egyptians into

the hand of a cruel lord; and a rigorous king

shall rule over them, saith the Lord', the

Eternal of hosts.

5 And the waters shall foil from the sea,

and the river shall be wasted and dried up.

6 And the rivers shall become foul;" and

shallow and dried up shall become the deep

sti'eams:*^ reeds and flags shall wither.

7 The well-rooted plants by the stream,

by the mouth of the stream, and every thing

' In Hebrew there is a a " from," which has been left un-

translated by Jonathan and others, and we have done so

likewise. Perhaps we might render it, "what is left of,"

meaning thus, "the remnant of Israel." " A nation meted

out," over whom many sufferings—measures of punish

ment—have passed. This verse is rendered by Sachs and

others, "In that time will be offered a pre.sent to the

Lord of hosts (from) the tall-grown and fat-shining peo-

ple, and from the people terrible from then and onward

the sinewy and trcading-down nation, whose land is in

tersected by streams; to," &c. The same construction is

followed in verse 2, and refers to the people of Cush,

who are thus tall, fat, &c. ; but this sense is not given

sown by the stream, shall dry up, be scattered

(by the wind,) and be no more.

'S The fishermen also shall lament, and all

they that cast an angle into the stream shall

mourn; and they that spread nets upon the

face of the waters shall languish.

9 And ashamed shall be they tliat work in

fine flax, and they that weave white chitli."^

10 And its foundations shall be beaten down,

all that build sluices shall be grieved in soul.

11 Surely fools are the princes of Zo'an, the

wise of the counsellors of Pharaoh (impart)

silly counsel : how can ye say unto Pharaoh,

I am a son of the wise, a son of the ancient

kings ?

1 2 Where are they, these, thy wise men ? that

they may tell thee now, that they know Avliat

the Lord of hosts hath resolved on over Egypt.

13 The princes of Zo'an are become fools,

deceived are the prmces of Noph ; and Egypt

is led astray by the chiefs of its tribes.

14 The Lord hath poured out in the midst

thereof a spirit of perverseness : and they have

led Egypt astray in all its work, as a drunk-

ard reeleth astray in his vomit.

15 And there shall not be for Eg_y])t (suc-

cessful) work, which the head or tail, palm-

branch or rush, may do.

IG T[ On that day shall Egypt be like the

women : and it shall tremble and be in dread

because of the waving of the hand of the

Lord of hosts, which he waveth over it.

17 And the land of Judah shall become

unto Egypt a terror, every one that maketh
mention thereof shall be in dread, because of

the counsel of the Lord of hosts, which he

hath resolved against it.

18 ^ On that day shall be five cities in the

land of Egypt speaking the language of Ca-

naan, and swearing by the Lord of hosts;

" The city of destruction"'' shall one be called.

to it by our ancient commentators, who refer these verses

to the persecuted Israelites. (See chap. Isvi. 20.)

' Others, literally, " light."

" i. e. It shall be deprived of its wisdom.
^ Sachs and others, " vcntrilo(iuists."

" Sachs, after Rashi and Abcn Ezra, " men shall aban-

don," &c.
' Jonathan. Others, "streams of Mazor, i. e. Egypt."

« Abcn Ezra. Rashi renders this with " net." Sachs,

"coloured, and white linen."
'' Philippson, "city of light," referring to Mcnachoth,

fol. 110 a. Jonathan, " the city of the sun, (Ilcliopolis,)

which shall be destroyed."
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19 ^ On that day .shall there be an altar

to the LoKR in the mid.st of the land of Eg3pt,

and a pillar at its border to the Loud.

20 And it shall be for a sign and for a testi-

mony imto the Lord of hosts in the land of

Egy[)t; for they shall cry unto the Lord be-

cause of the oppi-es.sors, and he will send thorn

a lielpei-, and a chief, and he shall deliver

them.

21 And the Lord will be made kno^vn to

the Egyptians, and the Eg_y[)tians shall know
the Lord on that day, and will do service

(with) sacrifice and oblation; yea, they will

make vows vnito the Lord and perform
(them).

22 And the Lord will thus strike Egypt,
striking and healing it: and they will return

unto tiie Lord, and he will be entreated of

them, and heal them.

23 ][ On that day there shall be a highway
out of Egypt to Asshur, and Asshur shall

come into Egv'pt, and the Egyptians into

Asshur. and the Egyptians shall serve with
Asshur (the Lord)."

24 ][ On that day shall Israel be the third

with Egypt and with Asshur, a blessing in

the midst of the earth,

25 Whom the Lord of hosts will have
blessed, sa_y'ing. Blessed be my people Egypt,
and Asshur the work of my hands, and my
heritage Israel.

CHAPTER XX.

1 T[ In the year that Tharthan came mito
Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria

sent him, and fought against Ashdx)d, and
captured it;

2 At the same time spoke the Lord by
means of Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go
and loosen tlie sackcloth from off thy loins,

and thy shoe shalt thou pull off from thy foot.

And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.

3 ^1 And the Lord said. Just as my ser-

vant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot

three years as a sign and token for Egj^t
and for Cush

:

4 So shall the king of Assyria lead away
the prisoners of Egypt, and the captives of

' Ucdak. Jonathan, " Efrypt shall serve Asshur."
^ Tlic Israelites.

—

Ahf.n Ezra.
" ('. c. Habylon. Ucdak renders D' " wo.^t."

'' Uaoilii. Abcii Ezra, "Brin^ in the music." Jona-
than, "Sot the watchman."' Others!, "Lav" the covers."
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Cush, yoimg and old, naked and barefoot,

even with uncovered buttocks, to the disgrace

of Egypt.

5 And they*" shall be terrified, and ashamed
of Cush their trust, and of Egypt their vaunt.

And the inhabitant of this isle shall say
on that day, Behold, such is our trust, whither
Ave fled for help to Ijc delivei'cd from the king
of Assyria : and how shall we escape ?

CHAPTER XXI.

1 T[ The doom of the desert' by the sea.

As tempests in the south blow with fury : so

doth it come from the desert, from a terrible

land.

2 A hard vision hath been told unto me;
the traitor dealeth treacherously, and the
spoiler spoileth. "Go up, 'Elam; besiege,

Media;" all sighing have I caused to cease.

3 Therefore are my loins filled with pain:

pangs have seized me, like the pangs of a

woman that travaileth: I am too much
cramped to hear; I am too nuich dismayed
to see.

4 My heart wandereth astra}-, dread af-

frighteth me: the evening of my j^leasure

hath he turned unto me into terror.

5 Prepare the table, put on the candle-

sticks,* eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and
anoint the shield.

6 ^f For thus hath said unto me the Lord, Go,

set the watchman, what he seeth let him tell.

7 'And he will see chariots, horsemen in

coujiles, riders on asses, riders on camels ; and
he shall listen diligently with much heed

:

8 And he calleth (like)" a lion, Upon the

watchtower, Lord, do I stand continually

in the daytime, and on my ward am I set

all the nights.

9 And, behold, here cometh a chariot with
men, horsemen in couples, and he commenc-
eth and saith. Fallen, fallen is Babylon ; and
all the graven images of her gods hath he
shivered unto the ground.

10 my down-trodden' (people.) and the

son of my threshing-tloor : that which I ha\e
heard from the Lord of hosts, the God of Is-

rael, have I told unto you.

' Abcn Ezra; /. c. loudly.
' Lit. "my threshing." R.nshi refers it to I.srael,

which has been threshed (oppressed) fur it.s iinpnivennnt,

as a man threshes and winnows corn to lit it lor uso ; after

which properly follows, "the son of the tlncshiiigfloor."
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11 ^ The doom of Dumah. Unto me one

calleth out of Se'ir, Watchman, what of the

night?" Watchman, what of the night?

12 The watchman said, The morning com-
eth,** and also the night : if ye will desire, de-

sire ye; return, come again.

13 ^ The doom upon Arahia. In the

forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, ye caravans

of Dedanim.
14 Toward him that is thirsty they bring

water; the inhabitants of the land of Thema
meet with suitable" bread the fugitive.

15 Because from the swords are they fled,

from the drawn sword, and from the bent

bow, and from the pressure of war.

16 T[ For thus hath said the Lord unto

me. Within yet one year, like the years of a

hired labourer, shall all the glory of Kedar
be at an end

:

17 And the residue of the number of bows
of the mighty men of the children of Kedar
shall be small ; for the Loed the God of Israel

had spoken it.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ^ The doom of the valley of vision.*^

What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly
gone, up to the roofs?

2 noiseful, tumultuous city, joyous for-

tress! thy slain ones are not slain with the

sword, and not those that die in battle.

3 All thy rulers are fled together, they are

made prisoners by the bowmen : all that are

found in thee are made prisoners together,

who have run away from afar.

4 Therefore said I, Look away from me ; I

will weep bitterly; be not urgent to comfort

me, because of the wasting of the daughter
of my people.

5 For a day of confusion, and of treading

down, and of perplexity hath the Lord Eter-

nal of hosts in the valley of vision ; walls are

broken, and crying is heard against the moun-
tain.

6 And 'Elam beareth the quiver, (cometh)

with men in chariots and horsemen, and Kir
uncovereth the shield.

7 And it is so, that thy choicest valleys are

" Rashi, "What will become of this night, this dark-

ness?" Sachs, "How much is elapsed of the night?"
^ Rashi, " There is a morning (reward) for the right-

eous, and a night for the wicked ; if you wish your desire

of the redemption fulfilled, repent, come back to God."

full of chariots, and the horsemen set them-

selves in array against the gate.

8 And he laid open the covering of Judah

;

and thou didst look on that day toward the

armour of the house of the forest.

9 And the breaches of the city of David
have ye seen, that they are many : and ye
gathered together the waters of the lower

pool.

10 And the houses of Jerusalem have ye
numbered, and ye have pulled down the houses

to fortify the wall.

11 And a tank have ye made between the

two walls for the water of the old pool ; but

ye have not looked toward the Maker thei'eof,

and him that fashioned it in distant times

have ye not regarded.

12 And the Lord Eternal of hosts called

on that day for weeping, and for mourning,

and for baldness, and for girding with sack-

cloth,

13 And behold (there are) joy and gladness,

slaying of oxen, and killing of sheep, eating

flesh, and drinking wine: "Let us eat and
drink ; for to-morrow we must die."

14 And it was revealed in my ears by the

Lord of hosts : Surely this iniquity shall not

be forgiven unto you until ye die, said the

Lord the Eternal of hosts.

15 Tl Thus hath said the Lord Eternal of

hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even

unto Shebna, who is (superintendent) over

the house

:

16 What hast thou here? and whom hast

thou here, that thou hast hewn out for thy-

self here a sepulchre, (the man) that hath

hewn out on high his sepulchre, that hol-

loweth out in the rock a habitation for him-

self?

17 Behold, the Lord will thrust thee about

with a mighty throw, man ! and will lay

fast hold of thee

;

18 He will roll thee up as a bundle, and
(toss thee) like a ball into a country of ample

space; there shalt thou die, and there shall

(remain) the chariots of thy glory, thou dis-

grace of the house of thy lord.

19 And I will cast thee out from thy sta-

The watchman here is, according to the same authority,

typical of God. ° Lit. "his bread."
•* Rashi, Jerusalem, "the valley on which many prophe-

cies have been spoken." Aben Ezra, " the place of pro-

phecy."
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tion, and from thy post shall ho pull thee

down.
20 And it shall come to pa.ss on that day,

that I will call my servant Elyakim the son

of'Chilkiyahu:

21 ][ And I will clothe him -with thy robe,

and thy girdle will I fasten around him, and
thy government will I place into his hand:
and he shall be as a father to the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.
22 And I will lay the key* of the house of

David upon his shoulder; so that he shall

open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut,

and none shall open.

23 And I will fasten him as a tent-nail in

a sure place; and he shall be for a chair of

honour to his father's house.

24 And they shall hang upon him all the

glory of his father's house, the shoots and
oiTshoots, all the small vessels, from the ves-

sels of basins, even to all the vessels of fla-

gons.

25 On that day, saith the Lord of hosts,

shall be removed the nail that is fostened in

the sure place, and be cut down, and fall;

and the burden that is upon it shall be cut

of}'; for the Lord hath spoken it.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 ^ The doom of Tyre. Wail, ye ships

of Tharshish ; for it is laid waste, without
house, without entrance : from the land of

Kittim hath it been revealed to them.
2 Be silent, ye inhabitants of the coast-

land ;'' the merchants of Zidon, that pass over

the sea, (formerly) filled thee.

3 And on niighty waters (came) the seed

of Shichor,'' the harvest of the stream, as her

revenue; and she became the mart of na-

tions.

4 Be ashamed, thou Zidon ; for spoken
hath the sea, the stronghold of the sea, say-

ing, I travailed not, nor brought tbrth chil-

* Jonathan, " the keys of the tcn;plc and the rule of

the hou.se of David."
' i. e. Phoenicia ; literally, " island ;" but here the

whole adjacent coast is evidently included.

"
i'. e. The Nile, tlie stream of Egypt.

^ Ilashi. Sach.s, " When the report (comcth) to Egypt,

shall they tremble at," &c.
' Ilcinemann.
' Lit. "girdle," metaphoric for "strength," "endu-

rance."
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dren, neither did I nourish up young men,
nor bring up virgins.

5 As at the report concerning Egypt, so

shall they tremble at the report of Tyre."
G Pass ye over to Tharshish ; wail, ye in-

habitants of the coast-land.

7 Is this your fate,*' ye of the joyoXis (city) ?

.she whose antiquity is of ancient days—her
own feet shall carry her, afar off, to sojourn.

8 Who hath resolved this against Tyre,
the cro^vning city, whose merchants are

princes, whose traders are the honourable of

the earth ?

9 The Lord of hosts hath resolved it, to

dishonour the pride of all ornament, to make
of light esteem all the honourable of the earth.

10 ^ Pass through thy land as a stream,

daughter of Tharshish: there is no more
strength.

*^

11 He hath stretched out his hand over
the sea, he hath shaken Idngdoms ; the Lord
hath given a commandment against Canaan,^

to subvert its strongholds.

12 And he said. Thou shalt no longer"" re-

joice .any more, thou oppressed virgin,

daughter of Zidon: ari-se, pass over to the

Kittim; also thei'e shalt thou have no rest.

13 Behold the land of the Chaldeiins—this

people which was not, Asshur founded it for

the dwellers in the wilderness—they have set

up their watchtowers, have overthrown its

palaces ; have rendered it a heap of ruins.

14 Wail, ye ships of Tharshish ; for your
stronghold is laid waste.

15 ]y And it shall come to pass on that

day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy

years, like the days of one king ;' at the end
of seventy years shall it happen to Tyre as in

the .song of the harlot.''

16 "Take the harp, go round about the

city, thou forgotten harlot; make sweet music,

sing many songs, that thou mayest be remem-
bered."

« The co.asts of Palestine, ancient Canaan, (Num. xiii.

29,) including Phoenicia.
^ ('. e. Not for ever, but a long time.
' Redak, " the life of a man, which is seventy years."

Abcn Ezra, " the duration of one dynasty of kings."
' Intercourse with foreigners is a figurative incest in

the eye of the prophet, as the Israelites lived secluded in

their own land. So also the hire spoken of means fho

profits of commerce, which therefore ean be holy, which
the actual wages of sin cannot be. (Dcut. xsjii. 18.)
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17 And it shall come to pass after the end

of seventy years, that the Lord will visit

Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and
shall have commerce'' with all the kingdoms

of the world upon the face of the earth.

18 And her gain and her hire shall be holy

to the Lord: it shall not be treasured nor

laid up; but for those that dwell befoi'e the

Lord shall her gain be, to eat to fulness, and
for magnificent clothing.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 ^ Behold, the Lord maketh empty the

land, and layeth it waste, and marreth its

surface, and scattereth abroad its inhabitants.

2 And it shall be the same with the peo-

ple as with the priest; with the sei-vant as

Avith his master; with the bondwoman as

with her mistress; with the buyer as with

the seller; with the lender as with the bor-

rower; with the debtor as with his creditor.

3 Empty, emptied out shall be the land,

and spoiled, utterly spoiled; for the Lord
hath spoken this word.

.4 The land mourneth, withereth away, the

woi'ld languisheth, Avithereth away, the high

ones of the people of the land do languish.

5 For the land Avas defiled under its inhabit-

ants ; because they had transgressed the laws,

neglected the statutes, broken the everlasting

coA'enant.

6 Therefore hath the curse devoured the

land, and they that dwell therein suffer for

their guilt; therefore are the inhabitants of

the land dried up, and but fcAv men are left.

7 The new Avine mourneth, the vine lan-

guisheth, all the merry-hearted sigh.

8 At rest is the mirth of the tambourines;

ceased hath the tumult of the joyful; at rest

is the mirth of the harp.

9 Amidst singing shall they no (more)

drink Avine; bitter shall be the strong drink

to those that drink it.

' In a bad sense.

'' Pliilippson, after Gesenius,, takes D"1X3 as derived

from 11X, "light," or "the place where the light comes,"

i. e. the east, in opposition from D'O " the west," given

here from the sea.

" Lit. "languishment," or "famishing;" hence, Sachs,
" I am famishing ;"—but it is only an expression of anguish

;

hence our version. Jonathan derives this word from n
"secret," and paraphrases, "there hath been revealed to

nie the secret of the reward of the righteous, and the

secret of the punishment of the wicked."
3L

10 Broken doAvn is the city of desolation;

shut up is every house that none can enter.

11 A (painful) cry for Avineis in the streets;

darkened is all joy; banished is the mirth of

the land.

12 There is left destruction in the city, and
in ruins is beaten the gate.

13 For thus shall it be in the midst of the
land among the nations, as (at) the shaking
of an oliA-e-tree, as (at) the gleaning of grapes
Avhen the A'intage is done.

14 These shall lift up their voice, they shall

sing; because of the majesty of the Lord, they
shout aloud from the sea.

15 Therefore in the valleys'' honour ye the
Lord; in the isles of the sea, the name of the

Lord the God of Israel.

16 ^ From the edge of the earth have we
heard songs, "Glory to the righteous." But
I said, " Evil" is mine, evil is mine, avo is me !"*

the treacherous have dealt treacherously; yea,

the treacherous have dealt very treacher-

ously."

17 Fear, and the pit, and the snare are

upon thee, inhabitant of the land.

18 And it shall come to pass, tliat he Avho

fleeth from the call of the fear shall fall into

the pit; and he that cometh up out of the

midst of the pit shall be caught in the snare;

for the AvindoAvs from on high are opened,

and there quaked the foundations of the

earth.

19 Crushed entirely is the earth, the earth

is split in pieces, shaken to its centre is the

earth.

20 The earth reeleth to and fro like a

drunkard, and A'ibrateth like a Avatch-hut;*

and heavily lietli upon it its transgression;

and it shall fall, and not rise again.

21 And it shall come to pass on that day,

that the Lord Avill A'isit punishment on the

host of heaven' in heaA^en, and on the kings

of the earth ujwn the earth.

* In view of the great evil inflicted on Israel, the prophet

expresses his grief; because treason on treason has been

perpetrated against the helpless. Others render nji3 with

"robber," and so the verbs derived from it; but the sense

is all the same.
° Rashi; i. e. the hut put on the top of a tree to watch

the field. Philippson, after Jonathan, "a swinging mat."

(See also ch. i. 8.)
' Dno "what is high," i.e. the superior world, the

heavens; here the sun, moon, and stars, which were the

objects of the heathen worship.
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22 And they shall be gathered in heaps, as

prisoners, in the prison, and shall be shut up

in the dungeon, and thus after many days

shall they be punished.

23 And the moon shall be put to the

blush, and the sun be made ashamed; for

the Loud of hosts will reign on mount Zion,

and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients in

glory."

CHAPTER XXV.

1 j[ Lord, my God art thou ; I will exalt

thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast

done wonderful things, resolves of distant

times (are become) faithful confirmation.''

2 For thou hast made of a city a stone-

heap; of a fortified town a falling ruin; the

palace of barbarians ceaseth out of the city,

to eternity shall it not be reljuilt.

3 Therefore shall a strong people honour

thee; the fortress of the tyrannical nations

shall fear thee.

4 For thou hast become a stronghold to

the poor, a stronghold to the needy when he

is distressed; a protection from the tempest,

a shadow from the heat; for the (wrathful)

breath of the tyrants is like the tempest

against a wall.

5 Like heat in a dry land, wilt thou

subdue the tumult of the barbarians; as

the heat (is lessened) by the shadow of the

cloud, so will he subdue the song of the ty-

rants.*"

6 And the Lord of hosts will make unto

all the nations on this mountain a feast of

fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat

things lull of marrow, of wines on the lees

well refined.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain

the face of the covering which covereth all

tlie people, and the vail that is spread over

all the nations.

8 lie will destroy death to eternity; and
the Lord Eternal will wipe away the tear

Irom off all faces ; and the shame of his peo-

ple will he remove from off all the earth; for

the Loud hath spoken it.

* Or, " before his ancients there shall be glory."
^ lla.'ihi, after Jonathan; i. r. God's ancient docroes are

confirmed and made truth by fuUilmcnt.
° Hashi makes T3l as derived fnmi a root signifying to

"cutaway;" hence, " tiic fall of tlic tyrants shall cause

(others) to sing."
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9 ^ And men will say on that day, Lo,

this is our God, for whom we have waited that

be would help us; this is the Loud for whom
we have waited, we will be glad and we will

rejoice in his salvation.

10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on
this mountain, and Moab shall be. trodden

down on his own place, even as straw is

trodden down upon the dunghill.

11 And he will spread forth his hands in

the midst tliereof, as the swimmer spreadeth

them forth to swim : and he will bring down
his pride together with the joints of his hands.

12 And the fortress of the stronghold of

thy** walls he bringeth down, layeth low,

casteth it to the ground, even to the dust.

CHAPTER XXVI.
1 ^ On that day shall this song be sung

in the land of Judah : A strong city have we

;

his aid will he grant (us) as walls and defence."

2 Open ye the gates, that there may enter

in the righteous nation which guardeth the

truth.

3 The confiding mind wilt thou keep in

perfect' peace; because he trusteth in thee.

4 Trust ye in the Loud unto eternity; for

in Yah the Lord is everlasting protection.^

5 For he bendeth down the dwellers of the

height; the lofty fortress—he layeth it low;

he layeth it low, along the ground; he casteth

it down to the dust.

6 The foot shall tread it down, the feet of

the poor, the steps of the needy.

7 The path of the just is straight: thou,

most upright, dost ever level the road of the

just.

8 Yea, on the path of thy judgments, O
Lord, have we waited for thee; for th}- name,

and for the remembrance of thee, was the

longing of our soul.

9 In ni}' soul have I longed for thee in the

night; yea, with my spirit within me will I

seek for thee; for when thy judgments are

(sent) on the earth, the inhabitants of the

world learn righteousness.

10 If favour be shown to the wicked, he

* Moilb.
° ». e. The outer wall, between which and the larger

one a ditch was made.—After Hedak. Sachs, " He (God)

granteth victory, walls, and defence."

' Ileb. "peace, peace."
« Ili'b. "rock."
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will not learn righteousness; in the land of

uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will

not regard the majesty of the Lord.

11 Tl Lord, thy hand was raised high, but

they would not see : oh that they might see,

and be ashamed, (thy) zeal for the people;

yea, the fire which shall devour them—thy

enemies.

12 T[ Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us;

for also all our works hast thou accomplished

for us.

13 ^ Lord our God, lords have had do-

minion over us beside thee; (but) of thee"

only would we make mention,—of thy name.
14 (They are) dead, they will not live

(again)
;

(they are) departed, they will not

rise (again) ; therefore hast thou visited and
destroyed them, and made to perish eveiy

memorial of them.

15 Thou hast done more for the nation,

Lord, thou hast done more for the nation

;

thou hast glorified thyself; thou hast enlarged

all the ends of the earth .''

16 ^ Lord, in trouble have they sought

thee, they poui'ed out earnest prayers when
thy chastening was upon them.

17 Like as a pregnant woman, that is near

giving birth, is in pain, (and) crieth out in

her pangs : so have we been in thy presence,

Lord.

18 We have been pregnant, we have been

in pain, (but it was) as though we brought

forth wind ; we have not wrought any deliver-

ance in the land ; and the inhabitants of the

world have not fallen.

19 Thy dead shall live, my dead bodies-

shall arise. Awake and sing ye, that dwell

in the dust; for a dew on herbs'* is th}^ dew,
and the earth shall cast out the departed."

" 13 is translated by Rashi simply as "thee." Jona-
than, "on thy word do we trust."- Sachs, "by thee only

do we swear, (by) the name." Philippson, " thee alone,

thy name do we adore." •

'' Ilcinemann, after Rashi. It means that God has
done great things for Israel, more than any other people,

through which he is glorified; and removed away the

oppressors from their land.

° Jonathan. But Redak supplies "with;" thus, "with
my own dead body shall they arise."

'' Ra.shi, "a dew of light." Heinemann, freely, "a
dew of life," i. e. such as revives the dying plants.

° Jonathan, "and the wicked thou wilt cast down to

the earth."

'Others, "extended," "far-stretching." This descrip-

tion is no doubt intended for Egypt and Assyria. Rashi
adds " Edom."

20 ^ Go, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy door behind thee:

hide thyself but for a little moment, until the

indignation be passed away.
21 For, behold, the Lord cometh out of

his place to visit the iniquity of the inhabit-

ants of the earth on them: and the earth
shall disclose her blood, and shall no more be
a cover over her slain.

CHAPTER XXVII.
1 T[ On that day will the Lord punish with

his heavy and great and strong sword leviar

than the fiying'^ serpent, and leviathan the
crooked servant; and he will slay the croco-

dile that is in the sea.

2 ^ On that day sing ye a song of the
vineyard of excellent wine.

3 " I the Lord do keep it ; every moment
will I water it: that no one shall hurt it,

night and day will I keep it.

4 Wrath have I not : who would set the

briers and thorns against me in battle? I

would pass"^ through them, and I Avould bum
them altogether.

5 If he'' ])ut take hold of my strength,

make peace with me ; make peace with me."
6 In the future shall Jacob yet take root

;

Israel shall bud and blossom, and shall fill

the face of the world with fruit.

7 ^ Hath he smitten him, as he smote the
one that smote him? or was he slain with the
same slaughter as those of him that were
slain ?'

8 In measure,'' by driving him forth, thou
strivest with him : he removed him Avith his

violent storm on the day of the east wind.

9 Therefore b}^ this (only) shall the ini-

quity of Jacob be atoned ; and this shall be

8 Sachs, " Should I meet with them, I would," &c.

The meaning is, that the peaceable keeper of the vine-

yard (God) will destroy all the enemies (the thorns) who
might come to injure what he so carefully watches over.

'Heinemann; and it then means, "All this shall be
if Israel but confides in God, and makes peace with him
through righteous deeds." Philippson, " Unless the

enemy come to the vineyard, not as enemies, but to seek

protection there, making their peace with God the keeper."
' Meaning, Israel, though punished, was not treated by

God lijce their oppressors; these were exterminated—look

at Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and others—while they them-
selves have always remained. "Him" refers back to the

enemy, "the smiter," whenever "he" designates "Jacob."
'^ Sachs, " through agitation." The riieaning of the verse

is, that God punished Israel in moderation, and drote them
only out of Palestine and did not consume them.

483



ISAIAH XXVII. XXVIII.

.all the fruit of the taking away of his sin;

when he niaketh all the stones of the altar as

limestones that are beaten in' pieces," when
there, shall not arise again any groves and

sun-images.

10 For (by this) the fortified'' city shall be

desolate, the. habitation be forsaken, and left

like a wilderness ; there shall the calf feed,

and there shall it lie down, and consume its

branches.

11 When its boughs are withered, they

shall l)e broken off; women will come and set

them on fire ; for it is not a people of under-

standing ; therefore he that made it will not

have mercy on it, and he that formed it will

show it no favour.

12 ^ And it shall come to pass on that

day, that the Lord will beat off (the fruit)

from the channel of the River"" up to the

brook of Egypt ; but ye—ye shall be gathered

up one by one, ye children of Israel.

13 ^ And it shall come to pass on that

day, that the great cornet shall be ])lown, and

then shall come those who are lost in the land

of Asshur, and those who are outcasts in the

land of Egypt, and they shall prostrate them-

selves before the Lord on the holy mount at

Jerusalem.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 ^ Wo to the crown of pride, of the

drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading

tlower of his glorious ornament, which is on

the eminence of the fat valley of those who
are struck down by wine !

2 Behold, (it cometh) mighty and strong

from the Lord, as a tempest of hail, a storm

of destruction ; as a tempest of mighty over-

llowing waters, will he cast it down to the

earth with force.

3 Under feet shall be trodden the crown

of pride of the drunkards of E[)hraim

:

4 And the fading ilower of his glorious or-

nament, which is on the eminence'' of the fat

" When all tbc altar.s of idols are destroyed, and thus

the worship of false gods can no more csist among Is-

rael.

" Ilashi. Others, ''For the fortified city is desolate," &c.
* From the Euphrates to the Arisb.
' The Mount of Samaria, which overlooks the fruitful

valley beneath.
° Otiiers, " in the forepart of summer."
' Lit. "report," or "wliat is heard," j. e. from God.
• llasbi comments, that the people would not hear,

iiH

valley, shall be as its carl}- ripe fruit before*

the summer; which one when he just seeth

it, while it is scarcely in his hand, hastily de-

voureth.

5 On that day will the Lord of hosts be

for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of

beauty, unto the residue of his people,

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him that

sitteth in judgment, and for strength to those

that drive back the battle to the gate (of the

enemy)

.

7 But these also are now stumbling through

wine, and reeling through strong drink
;
priest

and prophet are stumbling through strong

drink, they are overpowered with wine, they

reel through strong drink ; they stmnble in

(divine) vision, they are unsteady in giving

judgment.
8 For all tables are full of vomit of filtlii-

ness, there is no place (clean).

9 ^ Whom shall he teach knowledge ? and
whom shall he give to understand doctrine ?'

those that are w^eaned from the milk, those

that are taken from the breasts.

10 For precept^ must be upon precept, pre-

cept upon precept ; line upon line, line upon
line; here a little, and there a little.

11 For (as)'' with stammering lips and a
foreign tongue will he speak to this j^eoplo

;

12 When he said unto them, This is the

rest, cause ye the weary to rest; and this is

the refreshing; but they would not hear.

13 Therefore shall be unto thom the word
of the Lord, i)recept upon precept, precept

upon precept; line upon line, line upon line;

here a little, and there a little ; in order that

they may go, and stumble Ijackward, and be

broken, and snared, and caught.

14 ^ Therefore hear the word of the Lord,

ye scornful men, who rule this people that is

in Jerusalem.

15 Because ye have said, "We have en-

tered into a covenant with death, and with
the nether world have we made an agree-

and to every precept the prophet offered them in Go'd's

name, they said that they had one from an idol. It ought

to be rendered then, " For there is precept against precept,"

&c. The word of God should bring rest; but as the

drunkards of Ephraim derided it, they did suffer through

their enemies the evil threatened against them.
" Kashi, "they reg:ird every prophet as though he stam-

mered, and could not be understood." l?ut Sachs, "God
will speak to tlieiu tlirduirh nations of stammering lips,"

i. c. who speak the language of the land imperfectly.
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meiit; the overflowing scourge, Avhen it pass-

eth by, shall not come at us; for we have
made lies our refuge, and under falsehood

have we sought a hiding-place."

10 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Behold, I have laid in Zion as a

foundation a stone, a tried stone, a costly

corner-stone, well founded : he that betieveth

will not make haste."

17 And I will make of justice a measuring
line, and of righteousness a plummet: and
the hail shall sweep off the refuge of lies, and
the hiding-place against the waters shall these

flood away.
18 And your covenant with death shall be

annulled, and your agreement with the nether

world shall not have permanence; the over-

flowing scourge, when it passeth by—then

shall ye be trodden down by it.

19 As often as it passeth by shall it take

you; for morning by morning shall it pass

by, by day and by night; and the mere un-

derstanding of the report shall cause terror.*"

20 For the bed shall be too short for (a

man) to stretch himself out (on it): and the

covering too narroAv to wrap himself in.

21 For as on mount Perazim" will the Lord
rise up, as in the valley of Gib'on will he be

wroth, that he may do his Avork, his singular

work; and to accomplish his labour, his

strange labour.

22 And now be ye no longer scornful, lest

your bonds be made strong; for as completed

and fully decreed have I heard it from the

Lord Eternal of hosts over all the earth.

23 ^ Give ye ear, and hear my voice;

listen, and hear my speech.

24 Doth the ploughman plough all the''

time to sow? doth he open and harrow his

ground (continually) ?

25 Is it not so? that when he hath made

* Aben Ezra, '' For this prophecy will be accomplished

only after many days."
^ (. e. So constant shall be the infliction of the scourge,

that the report that it may be apprehended shall terrify

all who hoar of it. Sachs, "and the report shall teach

nothing but terror."

" Pcrazim Gib'on known for the victory of Joshua where
David prevailed over the Philistines. (2 Sam. v. 17—25.)

'' Jonathan. Sachs, lit. "all the day."
° Eashi, "on the boundary (outer edge) of the field."

Philippson.says, that nxp here given /oiJie/, is black car-

raway, Niijella saliva; ]10D cumin, is the Cuminum
ci/minam, not the usual Carum carvi. The millet is

level its surface that he scattercth fennel,

and streweth about cumin, and planteth the

wheat in rows, and barley on its assigned

(place), and millet on its proper spot?"

26 For his God hath instructed him right-

ly, taught him (so to do).'

27 Truly not with a threshing instrument
is fennel threshed, and a wagon-wheel is not
turned about upon cumin; but fennel is

beaten out with a staff, and cumin with a
stick.

28 Bread-corn is crushed; but not for ever

doth (man) keep threshing it; and though he
drive over it the wheel of his wagon and his

horses, he will not (thereby) crush it.*-'

29 This also cometh forth from the Lord
of hosts ; wonderful is he in counsel, and excel-

lent in (his) wise deeds.

CHAPTER XXIX.
1 T[ Wo to Ariel,*" to Ariel, the city where

David dwelt! add ye year to year; let the

festivals come round in order;'

2 Yet will I distress Ariel, and there shall

be groaning and wailing: and it shall be unto

me like Ariel.''

3 And I will encamj) against thee round
about, and will lay siege against thee with
hostile posts,' and I will raise up intrench-

ments against thee.

4 And brought down low, shalt thou speak

(as though) out of the earth, and deep out of

the dust shall come forth thy speech; and
like one of a familiar spirit out of the earth

shall be thy voice, and out of the dust shalt

thou whisper forth thy speech.

5 And like the small dust shall be the

multitude of thy enemies, and like the pass-

ing chaff the multitude of tyrants; and (thi.s)

sliall be at unawares, suddenly.

6 From the Lord of hosts shall the visita-

the Trilicum gpdta of Linnreus, not "rye," as in the

English version.

' Joseph Kimchi, "And hath he so tilled it as it is pro-

per, his God will send the rain." Rashi, "Even to the

one whom God teacheth (he will not for ever send his pro-

phets) but chastise him with judgment." We have fol-

lowed Aben Ezra and Redak.
s Rashi.
" The altar.

' Jonathan, "the festivals shall cease."

' The city shall be tilled with the slain of men, as the

altar was surrounded with the slain cattle.—R.\sui.
' Rashi, "trenches."
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tion come witli thunder, and with earthquake,

and great noise, with storm and tempest, and

the devouring tlame of fire.

7 And as a dream of a night-vision shall

be the multitude of all the nations that go to

war against Ariiil, even all that fight against

her and raise towers against her, and that dis-

tress her.

8 And it shall even be as when a hungry
man dreameth, that, behold, he eatetli; but

he awaketh, and his soul is empty; or as

when a thirsty man dreameth, that, behold,

he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold,

he is fixint, and his soul j-et longeth : so shall

it be with the multitude of all the nations,

that go to war against mount Zion.

9 ^[ Stay but still and wonder; turn your

eyes away, and be blinded : they are drunken,

but not with wine ; they stagger, but not with

strong drink.

10 For the Lord hath poured out over you
the .spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your

eyes: (over) the prophets, and your chiefs,

the seers, hath he cast a vail.

11 And the vision .of every thing is become
unto 3'ou as the words of a book that is seal-

ed, which men deliver to one that can read,"

saying. Read this, 1 pray thee; and he saith,

I cannot; for it is sealed:

12 And the book is delivered to one that

cannot read, saying, Read this, I pray thee;

and he saith, I cannot read.

13 ^ And the Lord said, Forasmuch as

this people draw near*" with their mouth, and
with their lips do honour me, but have re-

moved their heart far from me, and their

fear toward me is but the acquired precept of

men:
14 Therefore, behold, I will do yet iiirther

a marvellous work with this people, doing

wonder on wonder; so that the wisdom of

their wise men shall be lost, and the under-

standing of their prudent men shall be hid-

den.

15 ^ Wo unto those that seek to hide

deeply their counsel from the Lord, so that

their works may be in the dark, and they

say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?

16 Oh your perverseness ! shall the potter

be esteemed as the clay? that the work shall

say of its maker. He hath not made me? or

shall the thing framed say of its framer, He
had no understanding?

17 Lo! but yet a very little while more,

and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful

field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed
as a forest!

18 And on that day shall the deaf hear

the words of the book, and out of obscurity,

and out of darkness, shall the eyes of the

blind see.

19 And the sufferers shall have abundant
joy in the Lord, and the needy among men
shall be glad in the Holy One of Israel.

20 For the tyrant is no more, and con-

sumed is the scorner, and cut off are all that

watch for injustice;

21 That cause mankind to sin by (their)

word ; and lay a snare for him that rej^roveth

(them) in the gate; and pervert through

fraud the cause of the just."

22 ][ Therefore thus hath said the Lord un-

to the house of Jacob,.he who hath redeemed
Abx'aham, Not now shall Jacob ])e ashamed,

and not now shall his face be made pale.

23 For when he seeth his children, the

work of my hands in the midst of him, how
they sanctil^y my name: then will they sanc-

tify the Holy One of Jacob, and the God of

Israel will they reverence.

24 They also that were erring in spirit

shall acquire understanding, and they that

murmured shall obtain instruction.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 ^ Wo to the rebellious children, saith the

Lord, that take counsel, l)ut not from me; and
that set themselves a ruler,'' hnt not by my
spirit, in order that they may add sin to sin :

2 That travel to go doAvn into Egypt, and

have not asked my will;'' to strengthen them-

selves through the strength of Pharaoh, and

to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!

3 Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh

become your shame, and the shelter in the

shadow of Egypt your disgrace.

4 For his princes' were at Zo'an, and his

ambassadors had reached Chanes.

* Lit. "that knoweth a book."
' Jcin:itliaii, "because this people' hath vaunted."
' I'vivslii, after Jonathan; but Sachs, "Who into desola-

tion misliNid the righteous."
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" Jonathan. Septuagint, "-who make a covenant."

Redak, "who make resolves without my spirit."

• Lit. "my mouth."
' Those of the king of Israel.
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5 They all are ashamed because of a peo-

ple that cannot profit them, neither be a

help nor for profit; but (bringeth) shame,

and also a reproach.

6 Tj The doom* of the beasts of the south

:

Through the land of trouble and anguish,

whence come the lioness and the lion, the

viper and flying dragons, they will carry upon

the shoulders of young asses their riches, and

upon the humps of camels their treasures, to a

people that cannot profit.

7 And the Egyptians will help in vain,

and to no purpose; therefore have I called

this, Boasters they are in sitting still.

8 Now go, write it before them on a table,

and note it in a book, that it may be for the

latest time to come, for ever, and to eternity;

9 For this is a rebellious people, lying

children, children that will not hear the law

of the Lord :

10 Who have said to the seers. Ye shall

not see; and to the prophets, Reveal not

unto us true things, speak unto us smooth

things, reveal deceits;

11 Depart you out of the way, turn aside

out of the path, remove from before us the

Holy One of Israel.

12 Therefore thus hath said the Holy One
of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and
trust in oppression and perverseness, and lean

thereon for aid:

13 Therefore shall this iniquity be to you
as a threatening breach,'' swelling out in a

high-towering wall, the fall" of which will

come unawares, suddenly.

14 And he will break it, as one breaketh

a potter's vessel, dashing it in pieces without

sparing'' it; so that there cannot be found

among its fragments a sherd to rake fire from
a hearth and to draw water from a pit.

15 ^ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

the Holy One of Israel : In repose" and rest

shall ye be helped ; in quietness and in confi-

* Rashi connects this verse with the above; thus,
" Ueavily laden go their beasts to the south, through," &c.

'' Philippson, "wide-extending rent."
' Lit. " breaking."
* Lit. "he will not spare."
' Rashi. Others, " returning ;" but the verse evidently

means that God said they should not go to Egypt, but
await in quiet and hope his omnipotent aid.

' Rashi renders, " he will tarry—he will remove him-
self," &c., "for he will first exercise justice on sinners."

* After Sachs and Philippson. Rashi, however, "bread

dence shall be your strength; and ye would
not.

16 And ye said, "No; for ujion horses Avill

we flee;" therefore shall 3'e fiee: and, "Upon
swift beasts Avill we ride;" therefore shall

your "pursuers be swift.

17 One thousand (shall flee) at the threat-

ening of one; at the threatening of five shall

ye (all) flee : till ye be left as a pole upon a

mountain-top, and as an ensign on a hill.

18 And thei-efore will the Lord wait,' to be

gracious unto you, and therefore will he exalt

himself, to have mercy upon you ; for a God
of justice is the Lord: happy are all those

that wait for him.

19 ^ For people of Zion that shall dwell

at Jerusalem! thou shalt indeed not weep:

he will be surely gracious unto thee at the

voice of thy cry ; so soon as he heareth it, he

answereth thee.

20 And the Lord Avill give you the bread

(in)^ adversity, and the water (in) oppression

;

and thy teachers shall not have to hide them-

selves in a corner any more, but thy eyes

shall see thy teachers

:

21 And thy ears shall hear the word be-

hind thee,'' saying, " This is the way, walk ye

in it," when ye turn to the right hand, and

when ye turn to the left.

22 And ye will regard as unclean the

covering of thy graven idols of silver, and
the ornament of thy molten images of gold

:

thou wilt cast them away as a filthy thing;

"Get thee hence," wilt thou say unto them.

23 Then will he give the rain for thy seed,

that thou ma^-est sow in the ground; and
bread—the produce of the ground—this shall

be fat and nutritious: thy cattle shall feed

on that day in extensive pastures.'

24 The oxen likewi.se and the young asses

that till the ground shall eat salted'' proven-

der, which hath been winnowed with the

shovel and with the fan.

of adversity, and water of oppression;" i. e. every thing

in moderation, in opposition to the luxury then existing,

which led to such forgetfulness of God. Jonathan, "the

property of the enemy, and the spoil of the oppressor."

" The prophets arc represented as shepherds walking

behind the ilock.—This verse is the opposite of the rejec-

tion of the word, above, verses 10, 11.

' Jonathan, "till they be fat cattle."

' Aben Ezra. Salt is a useful article for cattle. Rashi,

"mixed with corn." Redak, "purified," "dean," from

an Arabic root.

487



ISAIAH XXX. XXXI. XXXII.

25 And there shall be upon every hijrh

mountahi, and upon every prominent hill,

rivulets, streams of waters on the day of the

great slaughter, Avhen towers foil.

20 And the light of the moon shall be as

the light of the sun, and the light of the sun

shall be sevenfold, as the light of the seven

days, on the day that the Lord bindeth up

the broken '(limbs) of his people, and healeth

the bruise of their wound.

27 ^ Behold, the name of the Lord cometh

from afar, burning is his anger, and heavy

the smoke ;* his lips are full of indignation,

and Iiis tongue is like a devouring fire;

28 And his breath, like an overflowing

stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck,

to toss the nations with the van of falsehood

:

and (to place) a deceiving bridle on the jaws
' of the people.

29 (Then) shall ye have a song, as in the

night when a festivaP is ushered in, and glad-

ness of heart, as when one goeth with the

flute to come unto the mountain of the Lord,

to the Rock of Israel.

30 And the Loud will cause his majestic

voice to be heard, and will show the stretch-

ing down of his arm, in the indignation of

(his) anger, and in the flame of a devouring

fire, in flood, and tempest, and stones of hail.

31 For because of the voice of the Lord

shall be terrified Asshur, that smote (you)

with the rod.

32 And at every passage of the appointed""

staff which the Lord will let fall on him, there

shall be (music) on tambourine and harp; and

in the tumult"* of battles will he fight with

them.
33 For already of old is Topheth" made

ready; also this is prepared for the king

—

deep and wide ; its pile hath fire and wood in

plenty, the breath of the Lord, like a stream

of sulphur, will kindle it mto a flame.

CHAPTER XXXL
1 ^ Wo to those that go down to Egypt

for help; and depend for support on horses,

' Judges XX. 40. Ilaslii, "burden."
' Lit. "when a feast is sanctified."

° The puni.shnient decreed; it means, as often as the

blow falls on the Assyrians, the Israelites shall be merry
at their deliverance.

'' naun, after Aben Ezra, " the waving of the hand to

play." JJut it means here the swingiiij; of armour and
the shaking of swords, or the tumult of the fight.
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and trust on chariots, because they are many;
and on horsemen, because they are very
strong; but who turn not unto the Holy One
of Israel, and seek not the Lord!

2 Yet he also is wise, and bringetli evil,

and taketh not back his words; and riseth

up against the house of evil-doers, and against

the help of those that work injustice.

3 But the Egyptians are men, and not
God; and their horses are flesh, and not
spirit; and the Lord will stretch out his hand,
and there shall stumble the helper, and he
that is helped shall fall down, and they all

shall perish together.

4 ^ For thus hath said the Lord unto me.
Just as the lion or the young lion growleth

over his prey, against whom is called forth

the company of shepherds, of whose voice he
is not afraid, and is not depressed because of

their multitude: thus will the Lord come
down, to fight on mount Zion and on its hill.

5 As fluttering birds, .so will the Lord of

hosts shield Jerusalem; shielding and deliver-

ing; sparing' and preserving.

6 Turn ye unto him from whom the chil-

dren of Israel have deeply revolted.

7 For on that day .shall every man despise

his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which
your own hands have made uiato 30U for a

sin.

8 Then shall Asshur fall by the sword of

one who is not a man ; and the sword of one
who is not a son of earth shall devour him;
and he shall flee from the sword, and his

young men shall become tributary.

9 And his stronghold shall pass away for

fear, and his princes shall be terrified because

of the ensign, saith the Lord, who hath a fire

in Zion, and a furnace in Jerusalem.

CHAPTER XXXII.

1 ^ Behold, a king .shall reign in right-

eousness, and princes shall rule in justice.

2 And every one^ shall be as a hiding-

place from the wind, and a covert from the

tempest; as rivulets of Avater in a dry place,

" Topheth, the pl.^cc outside of Jerusalem where Mo-
loch was served, and where the offal was burnt. The
image will thus be readily understood.

' Lit. '' passing over," ('. e. not striking them when othejs

are stricken. Kodak thinks that "fluttering birds" refers

to Jerusalem; others, "as birds flutter over their young."
« Ra.shi, ''The niau who is mighty in the fear of God

(Hezekiah) shall be to Israel," &c.
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.ts the shadow of a large rock in a languishing

land."

3 And the eyes of those that see shall not

be blinded again, and the ears of those that

hear shall hearken.

4 The heart also of the rash shall be at-

tentive in order to know, and the tongue of

the stammerers shall be ready to speak

plainly.
j

5 The worthless person shall be no more
called liberal, and the avaricious'' man shall

not be said to be Iwuntiful.

6 For the worthless person ever speaketh

villany, and his heart will work injustice, to

practi.se hypocrisy, and to speak error against

the Lord, to leave empty the soul of the hun-

gry, and the drink of the thirsty will he take

away.
7 The instruments also of the avaricious

man are evil : he deviseth wicked resolves to

destroy the poor with words of ftdsehood, even
when the needy speaketh what is right.

8 But the liberal deviseth liberal things;

and he ever persisteth by liberal things.

9 Ye careless women rise up, hear my
voice

; ye daughters that are secure, give ear

unto my speech.

10 After da^s and years shall ye shudder,

ye that are secure women ; for ended is the

vintage, the fruit gathering shall not come.

11 Tremble, ye careless women; shudder,

3^e that are secure, strip off your garments

and make yourselves bare, and gird (sack-

cloth) upon the loins.

12 (They shall strike) on the breast, la-

menting; for the pleasant fields, for the fruit-

ful vine.

13 Upon the soil of my people thorns and
briers shall come up

;
yea, upon all the houses

of joy of tlie gladsome town.

14 Becau.se the palace is abandoned, the

tumult of the city is forsaken; the hill and
watch-tower are become dens for a long time,"

a joyous haunt for wild asses, a pasture for

flocks.

* i. €. Where the traveller languishes for water.
' Sa'adyah. Gesenius,"deceittul"or" cunning." Rashi,

"deceiver."
" Philippson, after Jonathan. Others, lit. "for ever."
^ After Sachs and I'hilipjjson; after Abcu Ezra in part,

rendering T>3 as Tii3 ; but Jonathan, literally, " hail,"

thus, "and the hail shall come down and slay the camps

of the nations so that perish and be at an end their

3 M

15 Until a spirit be poured upon us from
on high, and the wilderness be changed into

a fruitful field, and the Iruitful field be ac-

counted as a forest.

16 Then shall justice dwell in the wilder-

ness, and righteousness alnde in the fruitful

field.

17 And the work of righteousness shall be
peace; and the efiect of righteousness quiet-

ness and security ibr ever.

18 And then shall my people abide in

peaceful dwellings and secure abodes, and in

undisturljed resting-places.

19 And it shall spread itself out in the de-

clivity of the forest; and far down in the

lowlands shall the city descend.'^

20 Happy are ye that sow beside all waters,

freely sending forth the feet of the ox and
the ass.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 T[ Wo to thee that wastest, while thou
wast not wasted; and traitor, while men
dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou

slialt have made an end of wasting, thou shalt

be wasted; and Avhen thou slialt have finished

to deal treacherously, men shall deal treacher-

ously with thee.

2 T[ Lord, be gracious unto us; we have
waited for thee : be thou their sujjport'" every

morning, also our salvation in the time of

trouble.

3 At the noise of thy thunder*^ people fled

;

when thou liftedst thyself up nations were
scattered.

4 And your spoil shall be gathered as the

cricket gathereth :'^ as locusts run about, so

shall people hasten after it.

The Lord is exalted; for he dwelleth on

high: he hath filled Zion with justice and
righteousness.

6 And the stability of thy times and the

strength of thy happiness shall be wisdom
and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is his"*

treasure.

dwellings." Rashi,—"upon the wicked, who are now
built up and full of cities as a forest of trees."

" Lit. "arm." lljishi comments on " their," "those who
were subjected to the waster," spoken of in verse 1.

' Lit. " tumult."
' Rashi, "each of which gathered its food in summer."

Others, " as the cricket (others, caterpillar) is gathered."
" ('. e. Of the man who possesses it.
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7 Tl Behold, their valiant ones cry with-

out: the ambassadors of peace weep bitterly.

<S Tlie highways lie waste, ceased hath the

wayfaring traveller: he" hath broken the cove-

nant, he despiseth cities, he regardeth not
man.

9 It mourneth, it languishcth—the land:

Lebanon is ashamed, it is withered aAvay;

Sharon is become like a wilderness; and be-

reft of their fruits are Bashan and (Jarmel.

10 Now will I arise, saith the Lord; now
will I raise m3-self; now will I lift mj-self up.

1

1

Ye shall be pregnant with ha^^ (and) ye
.shall bring forth stubble: j'our breath is a
fire, which shall devour you.

12 And the people shall be burnt as lime:''

as cut-oft' thorns shall the}^ blaze up in lire.

13 ^ Hear, ye distant one.s, what I have
done; and acknowledge ye that are near, my
might.

14 In Zion sinners are in dread; trembling
hath seized on hypocrites. " Who"" among us
shall abide with the devouring fire? who
among us shall abide with everlasting burn-
ingsj"

15 He that walketh in righteousness, and
spcaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the
gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands
against taking hold of bribes, that stoppeth
his cars against hearing of blood, and shut-

teth his eyes against looking on evil;

IG He shall dwell on high; rocky strong-

holds shall be his refuge: his bread shall be
given him; his water shall be sure.

17 The king in his beauty shall thy eyes
behold : they shall see a far-oif land.

18 Thy heart shall meditate (on past) ter-

ror. "Where is who wrote down?'' where is

he that weighed? Avhere is he that counted
the towers?"

19 The barbarous people shalt thou not see

any more, the ])Oople of a speech too obscure
to be luiderstood, of a stammering tongue,

without meaning.
20 Look on Zion, the city of our solemn

a.s.seinblies; thy eyes shall .see Jerusalem as an

* /. e. Tlic enemy.
' Lit. "as tlic burnings of lime."
" Itaslii, " Wlio .sliall stand for us to ward off," &c.
^ Uodalj, " wlio wrote down the taxes, and he also,

who woij^hed the tribute, and euunted and wrote down
the number of towers;" all are now gone; a thing only
of dreadful memory.

4'JO

undisturbed residence, a tent that shall not be
struck for removal; not one of tlie stakes of
which shall ever be moved, and all the cords

of which shall never be torn loose.

21 But there will the Lord (show himself)

mighty unto us, (in) a place of rivers and
streams of ample breadth ; wherein no oared
galley shall go, and a gallant ship shall not
pass thereby.

22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lcird is

our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will

save us.

23 Loose hang thy tacklings; they cannot
well uphold strongly their mast, they cannot
spread the sail. Then are divided booty and
spoil in abundance, (even) the lame take the

prey.

24 And no inhabitant shall say. I am sick :

the people that dwell therein shall be one
whose iniquity is forgiven.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 \ Come near, ye nations, to hear; and

ye people, hearken : let the earth hear, and all

that filleth it; the world, and all things that

spring forth of it.

2 For the indignation of the Lord is (en-

kindled) over all the nation.^, and his fury

over all their army: he hath devoted them,
he hath given them up to the slaughter.

3 And their slain also shall be cast out,

and as regardeth their carcasses their stench

shall ascend upward, and the mountains shall

be melted with their blood.

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dis-

solved, and the heavens shall be rolled to-

gether like a book: and all their host shall

wither, as the leaf Avithereth from the vine,

and as withering fruit from the iig-tree.

5 For my sword is sated'' in heaven : be-

hold, it shall come down upon Edom, and
upon the people I have devoted to punish-

ment.^

6 The sword of the Lord is full of blood,

it is enriched^ with fot, with the blood of

lambs and goats,'' with the fat of the kidneys

" /. e. With slaughter. Sachs and others, " drunk," i.e.

with blood.
' Aben Ezra, lit. "judgment." Kasbi, "the people

with which I war."
* In the sense of being fat.

" llashi "chiefs and rulers."—The overcoming of the

guilty is represented as a bloody victory over enemies.
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of rams ; for the Lord hath a sacrifice in Boz-

rah, and a groat shuightcr in the land of

Edom.
7 And wild oxen'' shall sink down with

them, and steers with bullocks; and their

land shall be sated with blood, and their dust

enriched with fat.

8 For it is the day of vengeance unto the

Lord, and the year of recompense for the con-

troversy'' of Zion.

9 And its brooks shall he changed into

pitch, and its dust into sulphur, and its land

shall become burning pitch.

10 Night and day shall it not be quenched;

for ever shall ascend the smoke thereof: from

generation to generation shall it lie waste ; no

one shall for ever and ever pass through it.

11 But pelican and hedgehog shall take

possession of it; night^owl also and raven

shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out over

it the line of destruction, and the weights" of

desolation.

12 Their nobles—no one is there they

could call (to) the kingdom, and all its princes

shall be no more.

13 And thorns shall spring up in its pa-

laces, nettles and brambles' in its fortresses

:

and it shall be a habitation of monsters, and

a court for ostriches.

14 And the martens'* shall meet with the

jackals, and one goat shall call to his fellow;

only the screech-owl shall rest there, and find

forherself a place of repose.

15 There shall nestle the arrow-snake,"

and lay eggs, and hatch, and gather its young

under its "shadow :* only vultures shall assem-

ble there, every one with her mate.

10 In(iuire out of the book of the Lord,

and read : not one of these shall be absent,

not one shall miss her mate ; for my mouth

it is that hath ordained it, and its breath^ it

is that hath gathered them.

17 And he hath cast the lot for them, and

his hand hath divided it out unto them by

the measuring line: for ever shall they pos-

sess it, from generation to generation shall

they dwell therein.

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 ][ The wilderness and the dry land shall

be glad thereat ;'' and tlic desert shall rejoice,

and blossom as the lily.'

2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice,

yea, with joy and singing: the glory of the

Lebanon shall be given unto it, the elegance

of Carmel and Sharon ; they indeed shall see

the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of

our God.
3 *\\ Strengthen ye weak hands, and stum-

bling knees make ye firm.

4 Say to the timid of heart, Be strong, fear

not: behold, your God, (with) vengeance will

he come, with God's recompense ; it is he who

will come and save you.

5 Then shall the eyes of the blind be

opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be un-

stopped.

G Then shall the lame leap as a hart, and

the tongue of the dumb shall sing; for in the

wilderness shall waters break out, and brooks

in the desert.

7 And the sandy waste" shall be changed

into a pool, and the thirsty land into springs

of water: in the habitation of monsters, where

each one used to lie, shall be a court for reeds

and rushes.

8 And there shall be a highway and a

way, and The holy way, shall it be called ; no

unclean one shall pass over it; but it shall be

(only) theirs ; the wayfaring man, and those

unacquffnted' (therewith), shall not go

astray.

9 No lion shall be there, and no ravenous

beast shall go up thereon,—shall not be found

there; but there shall walk the redeemed:

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall re-

turn, and come to Zion with song, with ever-

lasting joy upon their head
;
gladne-ss and joy

shall they obtain, and sorrow and sighing

shall tlec away.

* Sachs leaves rcem uutranslatcd. riiilippson, " buffa-

loes."
' 8aehs, " to contend for Zion."

' Rashi. Sachs, simply "plummet ;" elsewhere nSptyo;

lit.
" stones," used for " weights." (Levi. xix. 36, &c.)

^ Rashi, rendered xiv. 21, "beasts uf tlie desert."

• Philippson; stating it be the Aiiguis Jacidus oi Linn,

a small, but very poisonous serpent, in Africa and Arabia.

' i. e. Protection. ' Rasl"-

' Aben Kzra deems the of OWV' superfluous, ami

simply renders " shall be glad," and so Sachs, &c.

' Philippson, " narcissus." Eng. version, after Kodak,

" Philijip.^on, " the mirage shall become an actual

' Jonathan ; otherwise D'S'lX is rendered with " fools."
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

1 1[ And" it came to pass in the fourteenth

3'ear of king Ilezekiah, that Sennacherib the

king of Assj'ria came up against all the forti-

fied cities of Judah, and seized on them.

2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh
from Lachish to Jerusalem to king Hezekiah
with a strong army. And he halted by the

afjueduct of the upper pool on the highway
of the washei^'s field.

3 Then came forth unto him Elyakim, the

son of Chilkiyahu, who was superintendent

over the house, and Sliebna the scribe, and
Yoiich the son of Assaph, the recorder.

4 And Rabshakeh said unto them,—Say
ye now to Hezekiah, Thus hath said the

great king, the king of Assyria, What confi-

dence is this wherewith thou hast trusted?

5 I have said,** but it was only a word
uttered with the lips, (I have) counsel and
strength ibr the war. Now, on whom didst

thou trust, that thou rebelledst against me?
G Behold, thou trustedst upon yon cracked

reed-staff, upt)n Egypt; which if a man lean

on it, will enter into his hand, and pierce it

:

so is Pharaoh the king of Egypt to all that

trust on him.

7 Rut if thou shouldest say to me, In the

LoKD our God have we trusted : is he not the

one whose high-places and whose altars Heze-

kiah hath removed, when he said to Judah
and to Jerusalem, Before this altar shall ye
prostrate yourselves ?

8 And now I pray thee, enter ii^o a con-

test with my master the king of Assyria, and
I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou
be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

9 How then wilt thou turn back the face

of a single chieftain of the least of my mas-
ter's servants, while thou hast put thy trust

on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?
10 And now am I come up without the

L()Kij('s will) against this hvnd to destroy it?

The LoHi) hath said unto me. Go up against

this land, and destroy it.

11 Then said Elyakim and Shebna and
Yoiich unto Rabshakeh, Speak, Ave pray thee,

unto thy .servants in the Syrian language;

' For explanatory notes to this, and chapters xxxvii. to

xxxis., .sec 2 Kings xviii. to xx.
'' The words of Hezekiah fiuotod by Rabshakeh.

•iy.J

for we understand it: and .speak not to us in

the Jewish language, before the ears of the
people that are on the wall.

12 But Rabshakeh said. Hath my ma.ster

then sent me to thy master and to thee to speak
these words ? is it not rather to the men who sit

upon the wall, that they may eat their own ex-
crements, and drink their own urine with you?

13 Then stood up Rabshakeh, and called

out with a loud voice in the Jewish language
and said, Hear ye the words of the great king,

the king of Assyria.

14 Thus hath said the king. Let not Heze-
kiah deceive you ; for he will not be able to

deliver you;

15 Neither let Hezekiah induce you to

trust in the Lord, saying. The Lokd will

surely deliver us; this city shall not be given
up into the hand of the king of Assvria.

IG Hearken not to Hezekiah; for thus hath
said the king of Assyria, Make treaty of peace
with me, and come out to me; and eat ye
every one of his vine, and every one of his

fig-tree, and drink ye every one the waters
of his cistern

;

17 Until I come and take you away to a
land like your own land, a land of corn and
wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

18 So that Hezekiah may not mislead you,
saying, The Lord will deliver us. Have the

gods of the nations delivered each his land
out of the hand of the king of Assyria?

19 Where are the gods of Chamatli and
Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvavim?
and have they then delivered Samaria out of

my hand?
20 Who are they among all the gods of

these countries, that have deli\ered their

country out of my hand, that the Lord should
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?

21 But they remahied silent, and answered
him not a word; for it Avas the king's com-
mand, saying. Ye shall not answer him.

22 Then came Elyakim, the son of (.'hilki-

yahu, that was superintendent over the house,

and Shebna the .scribe, and Yoiich the .son of
Assaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their

clothes rent; and they told him the words
of Rabshakeh.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

1 ^ And it came to pass, when king Heze-
kiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and
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covered himself with sackcloth, and went into

the house of the Lord.

2 And he sent Elyakim, who was superin-

tendent over the house, and Shebna the

scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered

with sackcloth, to Isaiah the son of Amoz, the

prophet.

3 And they said vnito him, Thus hath said

Hezekiah, A day of trouble, and of rebuke,

and of derision is this day; for the children

are come to the birth, and there is not

strength to bring forth.

4 Perhaps the Lord thy God will hear the

words of Kabshakeh, whom the king of As-

syria his master hath sent to blaspheme the

living God, and who hath reproached with the

words which the Lord thy God hath heard;

wherefore lift up a prayer for the remnant
that is still Ibund here.

5 And the servants of king Hezekiah came
to Isaiah.

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall

ye say unto 3^our master,- Thus hath said the

Lord, Be not afraid because of the words
which thou hast heard, with which the boj-s

of the king of Assyria have blasphemed
me.

7 Behold, I will put an (other) spirit in him,

and when he will hear a rumour, he shall

return to his own land ; and I will cause him
to fall b}- the sword in his own land.

8 And Rabshakeh returned, and found

the king of Assyria warring against Libnah;

for he had heard that he was departed from

Lachish.

9 And he heard it said of Thirhakah the

king of Ethiopia, He is come out to fight with

thee. And when he had heard it, he sent

messengers to Hezekiah, saying,

10 Thus shall ye say to Ilczekiah the king

of Judah, as foUoweth, Let not thy God, in

whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying,

Jerusalem shall not be given up into the

hand of tlie king of Assyria.

11 Behold, tliou thyself hast heard what
the kings of Assyria have done to all the

lands by destroying them utterly; and thou

alone shouldest be delivered?

12 Have the gods of the nations which my
fathers destroyed delivered them; a,s Gozan,

and Charan, and Rezeph, and the children of

'Eden, who were in Thelassar?

13 Where is the king of Chamath, and the

king of Arpad, and the king of the city of

Sepharvayim, of Hena', and 'Iwall?
14 And Hezekiah took the letter out of

the hand of the messengers, and read it : and
Hezekiah went up unto the house of the

Lord, and spread it out before the Lord.

15 And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord,

saying,

16 Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, who
dwellest between the cherubim, thou art the

(true) God, thou alone, for all the kingdoms
of the earth; for it is thou who hast made
the heavens and earth.

17 Bend down, Lord, thy ear, and hear;

open, Lord, thy eye, and see: and hear all

the words of Sennacherib, which he hath sent

to blaspheme the living God.
18 Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have

devastated all the nations," and their land

;

19 And they have placed their gods into

the fire ; for they are no gods, but the work
of man's hands, wood and stone; and these

have they destroyed.

20 And now, O Lord our God, save us out

of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the

earth may know that thou art the Lord, thou
alone.

21 Then sent Isaiah the son of Amoz unto

Hezekiah, saying. Thus hath said the Lord
the God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed

to me concerning Sennacherib the king of

Assyria

:

22 This is the word that the Lord hath
spoken over him, She despiseth thee, she

laugheth thee to scorn, the virgin daughter

of Zion; behind she shaketh her head, the

daughter of Jerusalem.

23 Whom hast thou blasphemed, and
(whom) hast thou scorned? and against whom
hast thou raised thy voice, and lifted up thy
eyes on high ? against the Holy One of Israel.

24 Through thy servants hast thou blas-

phemed the Lord, and hast said. With the

multitude of my chariots am I indeed come
up to the height of the mountains, to the

sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down its tall

cedars, the choice of its fir-trees : and I will

enter into the height of its summit, the forest

of its fruitful soil.

25 I have dug, and drunk water; and I

* Heb. "oountries;" but in the parallel passage, 2
Kiugs xix. 17, we read D'lJ "nations," as here given.
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will dry up ^vith tho ."^olc of my feet all the

.strc'uins of hcsioged places.

2G Iladst thou not heard, that in distant

ages I had prepared this? in the times of

antiquity when I formed it? now have I

brought it along, and it came to pass to de-

solate into ruinous heaps fortified cities.

27 And thus their inhabitants were of

short ])owcr, they were dismayed and con-

i'ouuded : they were as the herbs of the field,

anil as the green grass; as the moss on the

housetops, and as corn blasted before the ear

appeareth.

28 But thy abiding, and thy going out, and
thy coming in do I know, and thy raging

against me.
29 Because of thy raging against me, and

th}' tumult, that is come up into my ears,

will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle

between thy lips, and I will cause thee to

turn back on the way by which thou camest.

oO And this shall be unto thee the sign,

Ye shall eat this year what groweth of itself;

and in the second year Avhat springeth after

tho same; and in the third year sow, and
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat their fruit.

o I And the remnant of the house of Judah
that is escaped shall 3-et strike root down-
Avard, and bear fruit upward.

;)2 P^or out of Jerusalom shall go forth a

remnant, and that wdiich escapeth out of

Mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts

will do this.

;>3
*i]

Therefore thus hath said the Lord
concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not
come into this city, and he .shall not shoot an
arrow thereon, nor come before it with shields,

nor cast up an eml)ankment against it.

')[ On the way by which he came, by the

same shall he return, and into this city shall

.he not come, saith the Lord.

i'lh And 1 will shield this city to save it

for my own sake, and for the sake of David
my servant.

.')G ^f Tlien went out an angel of the Lord,

and smote in the camp of the Assyrians one
liuudred and eighty and five thousand men;
and when peoitle aro.se early in the morning,
behold, they were all dead corpses.

37 And Sennacherib the king of Assyria

* Itodak. Rii.shi and 'Eramah, "in the suffering," or
"(lesoliitiun nf luy days." Others, "I said on my days of
suffering, I shall," &c.
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departed, and went and returned, and dwelt

at Nineveh.

38 And it came to pa.«s, as he was prostrat-

ing himself in the house of Nisroch his god,

that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons

smote him with the sword; and they escaped

into the land of Ararat. And Essar-chaddon
his sou became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
1 T[ In those da3-s Hezekiah fell sick unto

death ; and there came unto him Isaiah the

son of Amoz, the prophet, and said unto liim.

Thus hath said the Lord, Give thy charge to

thy hou.se; for thou shalt die, and not live.

2 Then did Hezekiah turn his face to the

wall, and prayed unto the Lord.

3 And he said, Lord, I beseech thee

remember now that I have walked Ijcfore

thee in truth, and with an undivided heart,

and have done what is good in thy eyes.

And Hezekiah wept aloud;

4 ^ Then came the word of the Lord to

Isaiah, saying,

5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus hath

said the Lord, the God of David thy father, I

have heard thy prayer, I havi> seen thy tears:

behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen 3-ears.

6 And out of the hand of the king of As-

syria-will I deliver thee and this city; and I

will shield this citv.

7 And this shall be unto thee the sign

from the Lord, that the Lord will do this

thing which he hath spoken:

8 Behold, I will cause the shadow of

the degrees, which is gone down on the dial

of Achaz by the sun, to return backward ten

degrees. So the sun returned ten degrees,

by the degrees which he Avas gone down.

9 ^ The writing of Hezekiah the king of

Judah, Avhen he had been sick, and was re-

covered of his sickness

:

10 1 had said. In the midst" of my days,

must I enter the gates of the nether world;

I am deprived of the residue of my years.

11 I had said, I shall not see the Lord,

the Lord, in the land of the living: I shall

not behold man an}- more among the inhabit-

ants of the regions of death.*"

12 My dwelling" is broken down, and is itv

" Rashi.
* Redak and Abcn Ezra. Othcr.s, " my lifetime is

broken off." Lit. "generation."
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moved from me as a sliepherd's tent: I have
cut off, like a Aveaver, my life; with pining

sickness will he snatch me away :" from day
until night wilt thou make an end of me.

13 I waited (with patience) till morning,
(whether)* as a lion, so would he break all

my bones: from day until night wilt thou

make an end of me.

14 Like a swallow or a crane, so did I

chirp ; I did moan like a dove ; my eyes were
lifted up oh high: Lord, I am oppressed;

grant mo ease.

15 Wliat shall I speak? he hath pro-

mised it unto me, and he hath also accom-

plished it; I will make pilgrimages (to God's

house) all my years because of the bitterness

of my soul.

16 Lord, by these (things men) will live,

and in all these (things) is the life of my
spirit; so wilt thou give me health, and cause

me to live.

1

7

Behold, for peace I had great bitterness

;

but thou hast, in loving my soul, delivered it

from the pit of corruption; for thou hast cast

behind thy back all my sins.

18 For the nether world will not thank
thee, death will not praise thee : they that go

down into the pit will not hope for thy truth.

19 The living, the living alone shall thank
thee, like me this day : the father to the chil-

dren shall make known thy truth.

20 The Lord is there to help me ; therefore

will we play niy hymns all the days of our

life in the house of the Lord.

21 And Isaiah had said. Let them take a

lump of figs, and lay it for a plaster upon the

inflammation, and he shall recover.

22 And Hezekiah had said. What is the

sign that I shall go up to the house of the

Lord?

CHAPTER XXXIX.
1 At that time sent Merodach-baladan, the

son of Baladan, the king of Babylon, letters

and a present to Hezekiah ; for he had heard
that he had been sick, and was become sti'ong

again.

2 And Hezekiah was glad on their account,

" Sachs, elegantly but freely, '' My life is cut off unto

me, as though the weaver were to tear it off from the

thread (of the web)." Life is a web, the days the single

threads, which are severed by the hand of death.

and showed them hi.s treasure-liouse, the

silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the

precious oil, and the whole of his annour-
house, and all that was found in his trea-

sures: there was nothing that Hezekiah
showed them not, in his house, and in all his

dominion.

3 Then came Isaiah the pro])het unto king
Hezekiah, and said unto him, What did these

men say? and whence did they come unto
thee? And Hezekiah said. From a far-off

country are they come unto me, from Ba-
bylon.

4 And he said. What did they see in thy
house? And Hezekiah said, All that is in

my house have they seen : there is nothing
that I did not show them in my treasures.

5 And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the

word of the Lord of hosts,

G Behold, days are coming when all that

is in thy house, and that which thy fathers

have laid up in store until this day, shall be
carried to Babylon : nothing shall be left,

saith the Lord.

7 And of thy sons that will issue from
thee, whom thou wilt beget, shall they take

;

and they shall be court-servants in the palace

of the king of Babylon

.

8 Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is

the word of the Lord which thou hast .spoken.

He said moreover, For there shall be peace

and stability in my days.

CHAPTER XL.

1 ^ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith

your God.
2 Sj^eak ye (comfort) to the heart of Jeru-

salem, and call out unto her, that her" time

of sorrow is accomplished, that her iniquity is

atoned for; for she hath received from the

hand of the Lord douljle for all her sins.

3 ]| A voice calleth out, In the wilderness

make ye clear the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highw^ay for our God.

4 Every valley shall be raised, and every

mountain and hill shall be made low; and
the crooked shall be made a straight path,

and the rough places a plain

:

"" Rashi, " I made rajsclf strong like a lion, hoping for

the morning; yet the more would he break," &c.
' Philippson, "its servitude." Heincniann, "her war-

fare." Sachs, "her time of servitude."
4 'Jo
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5 Ami tlic jrlory of tlic Lord shall be re-

vealod; and all llo.sli shall see it together; for

the mouth of the Loud hath spoken it.

If A voice saith, Proclaim ; and he saith,

Wiiat shall I proclaim? All tlesh is grass,

and all its goodlincss is as the flower of the

field

:

7 Tlie grass withereth, the flower fadeth;

because the breath of tlie LoiiD hath blown
upon it; surely tlie people is grass.

8 Tlie grass withereth, the flower fadeth;

but the word of our God will stand firm for

ever.

9 ^f Upon a high mountain get thee up,

thou that bringest good tidings to Zion; lift

up with strength thy voice, thou who bringest

good tidings to Jerusalem ; lift it up, be not

afraid ; say nnto the cities of Judah, Behold,

(here is) your God

!

10 Behold, the Lord Eternal will come
with might," and his arm ruleth for him: be-

hold, his reward is with him, and his I'ecom-

pense'' liefore him.

11 Like a shepherd will he feed his flock

:

with his arm will lie gather the lambs, and
in his bosom will he carry them, gently will

he lead those that suckle their young.

12 ^1 Who hath measured in the hollow

of his hand' the waters, and meted out the

lieavens Avith the span, and comprised in a

measure'' the dust of the earth, and weighed
in the scale-beam the mountains, and the hills

in balances?

1?) Who hath meted out° the Spirit of the

Lord? and (who was) his counsellor that he
could have given him information?

14 With whom took he counsel, that he
gave him understanding, and taught him the

path of justice, and taught him knowledge,

and caused him to know the way of under-

standing?
1-^) Behold, nations are as a drop out of a

bucket, and as the small dust of the balance

* Ileiiicmann, "asTthe miffhty one."
• Rii.slii. Joiiiitlian, "behold, tlio reward of those who

have (hnie liis word is with him; for all their deeds are

known Infore him."
° Haslii, "with his stops."
''

ty'Siy, literally, "a third;" hence Ra.shi, "a third de-

sert, a third haliitahlc hand, a third seas and rivers."

• ItH.-ihi, after the Massorah, "Who has meted out the

c]iiril ' the Loud,"
' .lonathan. l{edak, "behold, islands lie lifteth up like

fine dust."
4!»i

are they accounted: behold, isles are like the
flying dust.'

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient for burn-
ing, and its beasts do not suffice for burnt-
ofl'ering.

17 ^f All the nations are as naught before

him; less than nothing, and vanity''are they
accounted to him.

18 To whom then will ye liken CJod? or

what likeness will ye compare unto him?
19 The graven image—this the artificer

hath cast, and the goldsmith hath overspread

it with gold, and fabricated (on it) silver

chains.

20 He that is skilled in the choice"" choo.s-

eth a wood that will not rot; he .seekcth imto

himself a skilful workman to prepare a graven
image, that shall not be moved.

21 Know ye not? hear ye not? hath it not

been told you from the beginning? have ye
not paid attention to the foundations of the

earth ?

22 (It is he) that dwelleth above the circle

of the earth, while its inhabitants are as

grasshoppers; that stretched out the heavens
as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent

to dwell in;

23 That bringeth princes to naught; ren-

dering the judges of the earth as vanity.

24 Yea, they were not yet planted; yea,

they were not yet sown
;
yea, their stem had

not yet taken root in the earth : Avhen he but

breathed upon them, and they withered, and
the storm-wind carrieth them away as stub-

ble.

25 To whom then will ye liken me, that I

should be equal to? saith the Holy One.

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and see who
hath created these? he tluit bringeth out

their host by number; that calleth them tUl

by name; from him, who is great in might,

and strong in power, not (me escapeth.' .

27 T[ Why wilt say thou, Jiicob, and

' Sachs and others, "nonentities;" properly, "the form-

less, chaotic state;" but it is irapos.sible to find a .simple

English word nearer than "vanity."
" Rashi, and it is then a continuation of the description

of how idols are made. Others, "who is poorer in his

gifts;" i. c. who cannot have an idol cast, but one carved

of wood.
' Lit. "is missed:" it means that, numerous as are the

stars, they all are always there to do God's bidding. The
prophet contrasts the idols with Ood; those are the works

of human hands, while lie is the maker of all.
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ipeak, Israel, My way is hidden from the

Lord, and my cause hath passed from the

cognizance of my God ?

28 Dost thou not know? hast thou not

heard? The God of everlasting is the Lord, is

the Creator of the ends of the earth; he will

not be faint, and he will not be weary; un-

searchable is his understanding.

29 He giveth to the faint strength; and to

the powerless he imparteth much might.

30 Though youths should grow faint and
be weary, and young men should utterly

stumble

:

31 Yet they that wait upon the Lord shall

acquire new strength, they shall" mount up
with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not

be weary, they shall walk, and not become
faint.

CHAPTER XLL
1 T[ Keep silence"" before me, islands;

and let nations acquire new strength: let

them appi'oach, then let them speak, together

let us come near to judgment.

2 Who waked up from the east the man
whom righteoushes-s" met in his steps? he
giveth up nations before him, and maketh
him rule over kings; that his sword may ren-

der them as the dust, as driven stubble, his

bow.
8 He pursueth them, passeth along in

safety, by a path which'* his feet have not

gone over before.

4 Who hath wrought and done it? he who
called the generations from the beginning; I

the Lord, (who am) the first, and with the

latest I am the same.

5 The isles saw it, and are afraid ; the ends

of the earth tremble; they draw near, and
come.

6 They help one another; and each one
saith to his brother. Be strong!

, 7 So the smith encouraged" the raelter, he
that smootheth with the hammer him that

striketh on the anvil; saying of the solder, It

is good; and he fastened it with nails, that it

should not be moved.

* Others, "acquire wings."
^ Ilashi, "To hear my words."
• Sachs, "victory," so called because the victor has the

power to declare himself in the right.
'' Lit. "a path (on which) with his feet he was used to

come."
3 N

8 ][ But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob
whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraliam
my friend;

9 Thou, whom I have taken hold of from
the ends of the earth, and called thee from
the midst of its chiefs,^ and said unto thee,

Thou art my .servant, I have chosen thee,

and not cast thee away.
10 Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be

not dismayed, for I am thy God; I strengthen

thee, 3-ea, I help thee, yea, 1 uphold thee

with the right hand of my righteousness.*'

11 Behold, ashamed and confounded shall

be all that were incensed against thee; they
shall be as naught and perish—the men that

strive Avith thee.

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not
find them, the men that contend with thee:

they shall be as naught and as nothing, the

men that make war against thee.

13 For I the Lord thy God lay hold of thy
right hand; (I am he) who saith unto thee,

Fear not, I help thee.

14 ^ Fear not, thou worm Jacol), ye few
men of Israel; I help thee, saith the Lord,

and thy redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

15 Behold, I have rendered thee a thresh-

ing instrument, sharp, new, having many
teeth : thou shalt thresh mountains, and beat

them small, and shalt render the hills as

chaff.

16 Thou shalt scatter them, and the wind
shall carry them away, and the storm shall

disperse them; but thou shalt rejoice in the

Lord, in the Holy One of Israel shalt thou
glorify th^-self

17 The poor and the needy seek water,

and there is none; their tongue is dried up
with thirst; the Lord will answer them, I the

God of Israel will not forsake them.

18 I will open on naked mountain-peaks

rivers, and in the midst of valleys fountains:

I will change the wilderness into a pool of

water, and the dry land into springs of

water.

19 I will place in the wilderness'' the cedar,

the acacia, and the myrtle, and the oil-tree

;

• In the expectation of a battle the heathens make their

idols, hoping aid from them, not yet recognising the power
of God.

' Sachs, "edges;" thus, "called thee from it edges."
• Sachs, "victorious right hand."
^ God will ultimately bring good out of evil.

497



ISAIAH XLI. XLII.

T will sot in the desert the fir-tree,' the pine

and the box-tree together;

20 In order that they may see, and know
and take (it to heart), and comprehend to-

gether, that the hand of the Lord hath done

this, and the Holy One of Israel hath cre-

ated it.

21 ^ Produce your cause,'' saith the Lord;
bring forward your strong reasons, saith the

King of Jacob.

22 Let them bring them forward and tell

us what shall happen ; the former things

—

what are they ?—tell us, that we may take it

to heart, and know the result of them ; or let

us hoar the things that are to come.

23 Tell the events that ai'e to happen
hereafter, that we may know that ye ai'e

gods : yea, do good, or do evil, that we may
be astonished, and see it together.

24 Behold, ye are less than nothing, and
your work less than a breath : (he that is) an
abomination (alone) chooseth you.

25 ^ I have waked up one irom the north,

and he cometh; from the rising of the sun

one who will call on my name : and he shall

(over-)come princes as mortar, and as the pot^

ter troadeth down the clay.

26 Who hath told it from the beginning,

that we may know it? and aforetimes, that

we may say, "It is right?" but indeed there

is none that telleth, indeed there is none that

Icttoth us hoar, indeed there is none that hear-

eth your words.

27 The first" (was I to say) to Zion, Be-

hold, there they are ; and to Jerusalem will I

give one that bringeth good tidings.

28 And I over look, and there is no man;
and among these there is no counsellor, that,

were I to ask them, they could answer a
word.

29 Behold, they all are naught; their works
are nothing : wind and vanity are their mol-

ten images.

CHAPTER XLII.

' Philippson, " cypress, plantain, {Platanus inclica,) and
box."

' Address to the idols.

° Jonathan, "The words of consolation which the pro-

jihcts foretold from the beginning, behold, have come to

pass, and to," &c. llashi, " lie (Cyrus) sliall bo tlie

tir.it for Zion; and," &c.
' Itashi, "Jacob my servant, Israel uiy elect." Jona-

than, "the Messiah."
• oaB'O not alone means the Jiu/iiviciil \\'\\\A\ the judge
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1 ^ Behold my .servant,'' whom I will up-
hold; my elect, in whom my soul delighteth:

I have put my spirit u]Km him, that he may
bring forth justice" to the nations.

2 He shall not or}-, nor call out aloud, nor
cause his voice to be heard in the street.

3 A cracked reed will he not break, and
a dimly burning wick' will he not quench

:

unto truth shall he bring forth justice.

4 He shall not become fatigued and not be
faint, till he have established justice on the

oai'th; and (till) the isles shall wait for his

law.

5 ][ Thus hath said God the Lord, he
that created the heavens, and stretched them
out; he that spread forth the earth, and the

things which come out of it; he that giveth

breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to

those that walk thereon

:

6 I the Lord have called tlioc in^ righteous-

ness, and will lay hold on thy hand, and will

keep thee, and appoint thee for a covenant''

of the people, for a light of the nations;

7 To open blind eyes, to bring out from

the dungeon the prisoner, and out of the

prison-house those that dwell in darkness.

8 I am the Everlasting One, that is my
name; and my glory will I not give to any
other, nor my praise to graven images.

9 The former' things, behold, are come to

pass; and new things do I announce; before

they spring forth I lot you hear of them.

10 ^[ Sing unto the Lord a new song, his

prai.se from the end of the earth; ye that go

down to the sea, and all that filleth it; the

isles, and their inhaljitants.

11 Let resound with song the wilderness

and its cities, the villages which Kedar in-

habiteth: let the inhabitants of the rocks

sing, let them shout forth from the top of the

mountains.

gives, but also justice itself, and the laics on which it is

founded, the ri(/hl. God's servant is to make the laws of

justice known, and execute them truly, that no one shall

suffer injury, even the weakest, typified by a cracked reed

and a glimmering wick.
' Lit. "flax."
* Sachs, "for happiness."
' Abcn Ezra, " to keep up the covenant with the peo-

ple." I'hilippson, "a union of mankind."
' Philippson, after Rashi, " the early announced events."
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12 Let them give glory unto tlie Lord, and

in tlie islands declare his praise.

18 The Lord—as a mighty one will he go

forth, like a man of war will he arouse his

vengeance :" he will shout, yea, raise the war-

cry; against his enemies will he show his

strength.

14 1[ I have a long time'" held my peace;

I have been still, and refrained myself; (now)

like a travailing woman will I cry; I will de-

stroy and devour (all) together.

15 I will lay waste mountains and hills,

and all their herbs Avill I dry up; and I will

change the rivers into islands, and pools will

I dry up.

IG And I will cause the blind to walk on

a way that they know not; on paths that

'they have not known will I lead them : I Avill

change darkness before them into light, and
crooked places into plains. These are the

things which I will do, and not leave them
(unfulfilled).

17 They shall be turned back, they shall

be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven

images, that say to molten idols. Ye are our

gods.

18 ^ Ye deaf, hear; and ye blind, look

up, that ye may see.

19 Who is blind, but mj^ servant? or deaf,

as my messenger whom I send? who is blind

as he that is perfect," and blind as the sei'vant

of the Lord ?

20 Thou seest many things, but observest

not ; the ears are open, but he hearcth not.

21 The Lord willed (to do this) for the

sake of his righteousness; (therefore) he mag-
nifieth the law, and maketli it honourable.

22 But it is a people robbed and spoiled;

they are all of them ensnared in holes, and
in prison-houses are they hidden : they are

become for a prey, and none delivereth; for a
spoil, and none saith. Restore.

23 Who among you will give ear to this?

will hearken and listen, for the time to come?
24 Who gave up Jacob for a spoil, and Is-

rael to plunderers? was it not the Lord? he
it is against whom we have sinned; for they
would not walk in his ways, neither did the}'

hearken unto his law.

* Sachs, "zeal."
' Rashi. Philippson, literally, "from tlic beginning."
" Rashi, " who hath been punished for his sins." Phi-

25 Therefore hath he poured out over him
the fury of his anger, and the strength of bat-

tle: and it blazed all round about him,'' yet

he regarded it not; and it burnt on him, yet
he laid it not to heart.

CHAPTER XLTIL
1 ^ But now thus hath said the Lord that

created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed
thee, Israel, Fear not; for I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; mine
thou art.

2 Whenever thou passest through the wa-
ters, I am with thee; and through the I'ivers,

—they shall not overflow thee: whenever
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not

be scorched; neither shall the flame burn on
thee.

3 For I am the Lord thy God, 'the Holy
One of Israel, thy Saviour; I have given

Egypt for thy ransom, Cush and Seba in place

of thee.

4 Since thou art precious in my eyes, art

honourable, and I indeed do love thee : there-

fore will I give men in place of thee, and na-

tions instead of thy soul.

5 Fear not, for I am with thee ; from the

east will I bring thy seed, and from the west
will I gather thee.

6 I will say to the north. Give up; and to

the south. Withhold not : bring my sons from
afar, and my daughters from the ends of the

earth

;

7 Every one that is called b}' my name,
and whom I have created for my glory; whom
I have formed

;
yea, whom I have made.

8 Bring forward the blind people that have
eyes, and the deaf that have ears.

9 Let all the nations be gathered together,

and let the people be assembled: who among
them can announce this? and cause us to

hear former things? let them bring forth

their witnesses, that they may be justified:

or" let them hear, and sa}-. It is truth.

10 Ye are my Avitnesses, saith the Lord,

and my servant whom I have cho.sen : that

ye may know and believe me, and under-

stand, that I am he; before me there was no
god formed, and after me there will be none.

lippson, "the purchased," t. e. the servant, further de-

scribed. '' Israel.

° Aben Ezra, " so that they (the witnesses) may hear," &c.
499
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11 I, I am the Lord; and beside me there

is no saviour.

12 I myself have announced it, and I have

saved, and I have let it be heard, and there

was no strange (god) among you : and" ye

are my witnesses, saith the Lokd, and I am
God.

13 Yea, from the (first) day am I he ; and
there is none that can deliver out of my
hand : if I will work, is there one that can
hinder it?

14 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, your Re-

deemer, the Holy One of Israel : For your
sake did I send to Babylon, and in swift ve.s-

sels"' brought I them all down, and the Chal-

deans, in the ships of their joyful song.

15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, the

Creator of Israel, your King.

16 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, who niaketh

a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty
waters

;

17 Who briugeth forth chariot and horse,

army and power : together shall they lie down,
tlicy shall not rise up again ; they are extinct,

like a wick are they quenched.

18 Remember not the former things, and
ancient events regard no more.

19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now
shall it spring forth; will ye not acknowledge
it? I will even make in the wilderness away,
and in the desert rivers.

20 The beasts of the field shall honour me,
the monsters and the ostriches; because I

give waters in the wilderness, rivers in the

desert, to give drink to my people, my
elect

;

21 This people which I have formed for

myself; my praise shall they relate.

22 But on me hast thou not called,

Jacob; for thou art become weary of me,
Israel.

23 Thou hast not brought unto me the

lamb of thy burnt-offerings: and with thy
sacrifices liast thou not honoured me; I have
not troubled thee with meat-oflerings, nor
wcarierl thee with frankincense.

2-1 Thou hast not bought for me with

• Eng. ver., " therefore je," &c. "that I am," &c.
' Kashi, "Forynur sake will I send the kings of Media

to Babylon, and liriiig down in ships and boats the Chal-
deans into captivity to Media, and the Chaldeans will I

bring down in ships in which they used to sing," /. e.

in pleasure trips. Aben Ezra, "and broke off all the
500

money sweet cane, and with the fat of thy
sacrifices hast thou not satisfied me ; but thou
hast troul)led me with thy sins, thou hast

wearied me with thy iniquities.

25 I, it is I that blot out thy transgressions

for my own sake, and thy sins I will not re-

member.
26 Put me in remembrance; let us plead

together: relate thou, in order that thou
mayest be justified.

27 Thy first father did sin, and they that

plead for thee transgressed against me.
28 Therefore do I profane the holy princes,

and I give up Jacob to the curse," and Israel

to reproaches.

CHAPTER XLIV.

1 ^ Yet now hear, Jacob my servant

;

and Israel, whom I have chosen

:

2 Thus hath said the Lord thy Maker,
and he that formed thee from the womb, who
will help thee, Fear not, my servant

Jacob; and thou Jeshurun, Avhom I have
chosen.

3 For (as) I pour water upon the thirsty

(land), and rain-droppings upon the dry
ground : (so) Avill I pour my spirit over thy
seed, and my blessing over th}' oflTspring.

4 Aiid they shall spring up (as) among
grass, like willows by the Avater-courses.

5 This one will say, I belong to the Lord;
and the other will call himself by the name
of Jacob; and the other Avill inscribe himself

with his hand unto the Lord, and surname
himself by the name of Israel.

6 T[ Thus hath said the Lord, the king of

Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts,

I am the first, and I am the last; and beside

me there is no god.

7 And who, like me, will announce, and
will tell it, and set it in order for me, since I

appointed the people of ancient times ? and
the future things, and those which are to

happen,—let them foretell imto them.

8 Have no dread, and do not despond;

have I not long since informed thee, and have
told it? and ye are m}' witnesses: Is"* there a

bars, and cast down the Chaldeans who shouted in ships."

Others, D*n"i3 as "fugitives;" thus, "and I will carry

them down all as fugitives, and the Chaldeans," &c.
' l^liilippson, " banishment." Redak, " to slaughter."
^ This is what God announced, and to which Israel is

the witness.
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god beside me ? yea, there is no rock, whom I

know" not.

9 The makers of graven*" images arc all of

them vanity; and their costly idols cannot

profit ; and they are their own witnesses, that

they see not, and know not, in order that

they" may be ashamed.

10 Who hath formed a god, or cast an

image that proliteth nothing?

11 Behold, all his associates'' shall be

ashamed, for the workmen themselves are but

men: let them all be gathered together, let

them stand up, they shall be terrified, they

shall be ashamed together.

12 The" iron-smith (maketh) an axe and

worketh it in the coals, and with hammers he

fashioneth it, and worketh it with his power-

ful arm ; he also, when he is hungry, loseth

his strength: when he drinketh no water,

he becometh faint.

13 The worker in wood stretcheth out the

rule ; he marketh it out with chalk f he fitteth

it with planes,- and he marketh it out with

the compass, and maketh it after the figure of

a man, after the beauty of a child of earth,

that it may dwell in a house."

14 He felleth for himself cedars, and taketh

cypress and oak, and he chooseth for himself

the strongest among the trees of the forest;

he planteth an ash, and the rain causeth it to

grow.

15 Then doth it serve a man for burning;

and he taketh thereof, and warmeth himself;

he also heateth therewith, and baketh bread

;

he also worketh out a god, and bowetli him-

self; he maketh of it an image, and kneeleth

down thereto.

16 The half thereof hath he burnt in fire;

with the half thereof will he eat flesh ; he will

roast food, and be satisfied ; he will also warm
himself, and say, Aha, I am warm, I have

felt the fire

:

17 And the residue thereof hath he made

into a god, his graven image; he kneeleth

down unto it, and bowctli himsell", and pray-

eth unto it, and saith. Deliver me; lor my
god art thou.

18 They know not, they understand not;

for their eyes are daubed over, that they

cannot see'; their hearts, that tliey cannot

understand.

19 And he layeth it not to heart, and hath

no knowledge, no understanding, to say, The
half thereof have I Ijurnt in fire; and I have

also baked upon its coals bread ; I (now) will

roast flesh, and eat it : and shall I make of its

residue an abomination, Ijefore a block' of

wood shall I kneel?

20 He pursueth'' ashes ; a deceived heart

hath turned him aside; and he cannot deliver

his soul, and will not say, Is there not a lie

in mj' right hand?
21 ][ Rememter these things, Jacob,

and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have

formed thee to be my servant, thou (art

this); Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten by

me.
22 I have blotted out, as a vapour,' thy

transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins:

return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lokd hath

done it; shout, ye lowest depths of the earth ;

break forth into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein ; lor the Lord

hath redeemed Jacob, and on Israel will he

glorify himself

24 Thus hath said the Lord, thy Redeemer,

and he that formed thee from the womb, I

am the Lord that hath made all things; that

hath stretched forth the heavens by myself

alone; that hath spread abroad the earth from

my own self;"

'25 That frustrate the tokens of the liars,

and confuseth diviners ; that turneth the wise

backward, and maketh their knowledge fool-

ish;

* I. e. That all are vanity. Philippson, " yea, there is no

rock, I know none."
" Arnheini, too boldly, "The idol images are all vanity

with their costly ornaments."
' " Those that serve them."

—

Rashi.
* i. e. Tho.se who assist in making the idol.

« Philippson, " This one striketh on the iron with a

beatic, and worketh, &c.,—he also is hungry, till he is

powcrlfss, he drinketh no water, that he becometh faint;"

and says that many heathens fasted when they made their

idols.

' I. e. Any material to mark ofiF the figure. Rashi,

" planes."

'Jonathan, " graving-tools
"

^ I. e. Temple.

—

Heinemann.
' Rashi, "to rotting wood." Jonathan and Redak, "a

branch of a tree."

'
i. e. He eherisheth (leads upon pasture) vanity.

' Aben Ezra, " which passoth away with sunrise."

" Jonathan, "by my strength." Philippson, " without

another," after the Kclib. But the A'trt has in fact the

same sif'nification, "all is from God."
601
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26 That fulfillpth the Avord of his servant,

and pciibnnoth the counsel of his messengers;

that suith of Jerusalem, It shall be inhabited;

and of the cities of Judah, They shall be

built, and their ruins will I raise up.

27 That saith to the deep, I3e dry, and thy

rivers will I dry up;

28 That saith of Cyrus," (He is) my shep-

herd, and all my pleasure shall he perform

:

even saying of Jerusalem, It shall be built;

and the temple's foundation shall be laid.

CHAPTER XLV.
1 ^ Thus hath said the Lord to his anoint-

ed, to Cj^rus, Avliom I have taken hold of by his

right hand, to subdue nations before him, even
the loins of kings will I ungird, to open be-

fore him (city-)doors,'' and gates that they
shall not be shut

;

2 I myself will go before thee, and proud
eminences Avill I level : doors of brass wall I

break in pieces, and bolts of iron will I cut

asunder.

3 And I will give unto thee the treasures

of darkness, and riches hidden in secret places;

so that thou mayest know that I am the Lord,
wdio call thee by thy name,—the God of

Israel

;

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Is-

rael my elect; and I have called thee by thy
name: I have designated'^ thee, though thou
hast not known me.

5 I am the Lord, and there is none else,

beside me there is no god ; I assisted'' thee,

though thou hast not known me.
(i In order that they may know from the

rising of the sun, and from its setting, that
there is nothing without me. I arn the Lord,
and there is no one else

;

7 Forming the light, and creating dark-
ness; making peace, and creating evil: I the

Lord do all these things.

8 ^f Drop down, ye heavens, from above,

and let the skies distil blessing; let the earth

open and let them (all) be fruitful of prosper-

* Properly, Korcfh.
' Eng. version, " two-lcavcd gates ;" referring to the

particular gates of Babylon; but the word D'H*?! simply
applies to all city-doors, as they are composed of two
pieces or leaves.

' i. r. IJy tlie various titles applied to him, others than
liis proper name.
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ity, and let righteousness spring up likewise:

I the Lord have created it.

9 ^ AVo unto him that contendeth with
the one who foi'mcd him—a" potsherd among
the potsherds of the earth. .Shall the clay

say to him that fashioneth it, What makest
thou? or' thy work, He hath no hands?

10 ^ Wo unto him that saith unto (his)

father, What begettest thou ? or to the woman.
What bringest thou forth ?

11 T[ Thus hath said the Lord, the Holy
One of Israel, and he who hath formed him,
About events to come will you ask me ? con-

cerning my sons, and concerning the work of

my hands w'ill ya command me ?

12 (When) I myself have made the earth,

and created man upon it; (when) I, even my
hands, have stretched out the heavens, and I

have ordained all their host.

13 I myself have waked him up in right-

eousness, and all his ways will I make
straight: he shall build my cit}', and my exiles

shall he dismiss free, not for purchase-money
nor for presents, saith the Lord of hosts.

14 Tj Thus hath said the Lord, The labour

of Egypt, and the merchandise of Ethiojiia,

and of the Sabeans, men of high stature, shall

pass over unto thee, and thine shall they be:

behind thee shall they walk; in chains shall

they pass along, and unto thee shall they
bow, unto thee shall they pray, (saying)

Yea, only among thee is God ; and there is no
one else beside God.

15 Verily^ thou art a God that hidest thy-

self, God of Israel, the Saviour.

16 They are ashamed, and also confounded,

all of them : together shall they go to confu-

sion that are makers of idols.

17 (But) Israel shall be helped by the

Lord with an everlasting salvation : ye shall

not be ashamed and not be confounded unto
all eternity.

18 ^ For thus hath said the Lord the

creator of the heavens; he, the God that

formed the earth and made it ; he that hath

" Lit. "I will gird," i. e. with armour.
' Or, "as one potsherd (would contend) with the pot-

sherds of the earth."
' )'. e. The thing made says that the workman has no

hands to work. Redak, " and thy work hath no strength
;"

"hand," metaphorical for strength, "endurance."
' Rashi regards this as the continuation of v. 15.
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established it,—not for naught did he create

it, to be inhabited did he form it: I am the

Lord; and there is no one else.

19 Not on a secret spot spoken have I, in

a dark place of the earth ;" I said not unto

the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me for naught;

(but) I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare

things that are right.

20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw
near together, ye escaped fugitives of the na-

tions ! They have no knowledge that cany
the wood of their graven image, and pray

unto a god that cannot save.

21 Tell ye, and bring them near
;
yea, let

them take counsel together: Who hath an-

nounced this in ancient times? told it from

the beginning? is it*" not I the Lord? and

there is no other god without me, a just

god and a saviour; there is none beside me.

22 Look unto me, so that ye may be helped,

all ye ends of the earth ; for I am God, and
there is no one else.

2.3 By myself have I sworn, righteousness

is gone out of my mouth, a word (which)

shall not return, That unto me every knee

shall bend, every tongue shall swear.

24 Only in the Lord,''—shall men say of

me,—there are righteousness and strength.

Unto him shall come and be ashamed all

that are incensed against him.

25 In the Lord shall be justified, and
shall glory themselves all the seed of Israel.

CHAPTER XLVI.

1 Bel is bowed down, Nebo sinketh, their

idols are (delivered) unto the beasts, and unto

the cattle ; those which were once carried by
you are now laden up* a burden to the weaiy
beasts.

2 The}' sink, the}' are bowed down toge-

ther; they could not deliver tire burden, but
they themselves are gone into captivity.

3 ^ Hearken unto me, house of Jacob,
and all the remnant of the house of Israel,

who are borne" (by me) from their birth, who
are carried from the womb;

* Sachs, " in a place of a dark country."
^ After Jonathan. But the punctuation would require

us to render it thus: " Behold, I am the Lord, and there

is no other god without rae," iS:c.

" After Redak, and is then what God says of himself.

Abcn Ezra, " Only from the Lord who hath said it me,
are the righteousness and strength." Rashi takes it as

4 And even unto old age'' I am the same;
and even unto the time of hoary hairs will I

bear: I have done it, and I will carry (you);

even I will bear, and deliver you.

5 Tf To whom will ye liken and assimilate

me, and compare me, that we may be like ?

6 (There are tho.sc) that lavish gold out of

the bag, and weigh silver in the balance

;

that hire a melter, that he may make of it a

god; they (then) bend the knee, yea, they
bow themselves down

;

7 They carry him, upon the shoulder they

bear him, and set up him in his spot, and he
remaineth standing, from his place he doth

not move : yea, though one should cry unto

him, he cannot answer, out of his trouble he
cannot help him.

8 ^ Remember this, and take courage:

take it again to heart, ye transgressors.

9 Remember the former things of olden

times ; for I am God, and there is no one else

;

I am God, and there is nothing like me;
10 Declaring from the beginning the end,

and from the earliest days the things that

have not yet been done, saying. My counsel

shall stand firm, and all my pleasure will I

do;

11 Calling from the east the eagle, from

a far-off country the man of my counsel;

yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it

to pass ; I have purjjosed it, I will also exe-

cute it.

12 ^ Hearken unto me, ye stout of heart,

that are far from righteousness:

13 I have brought near my righteousness
;

it .shall not be far off, and my salvation shall

not tarry : and I will grant unto Zion salva-

tion, unto Israel my glory.

CHAPTER XLYII.

1 Come down, and sit in the dust, virgin

daughter of Bab3don ; sit on the ground, there

is no throne, daughter of the Chaldeans; for

men shall nevermore call thee. Tender and
delicate.

2 Take the mill, and grind meal : uncover

the speech of Israel :
" Only in the Lord have I been pro-

mised righteousness," &c. Saehs, "Only with the Lord,
so said he to me, (the prophet,) is," &c.

^
i. e. To be carried awixy.

" Lit. " laden," figurative, as though God had loaded

himself with Israel to carry them away in safety.

' J. e. Of Israel.
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tliy locks, lift up the train, uncover the

thigh, piiss over the rivers.

8 Tliy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea,

thy shame shall be seen : I will take ven-

geance, and I will not regard any man.
4 ^j Our redeemer—the Lokd of hosts is

his name, the Holy One of Israel.

5 Sit thou silent, and enter into darkness,

daughter of the Chaldeans; for men shall

never more call thee, The mistress of king-

doms.

G I was wroth over my people, I defiled

my inheritance, and gave them into thy hand

:

(yet) thou didst grant them no mercy ; upon
the aged hast thou laid very heavily thy yoke.

7 And thou saidst. For ever shall I be mis-

tress; until that thou didst not lay these

things to thy heart, thou didst not call to

mind the result thereof.

8 ^ And now hear this, luxurious one,

that dwellest in security, that sayest in thy
heart, I am, and there is nothing else beside

me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall

1 know the loss of children

:

9 Yet both these things shall come to thee

in a moment in one day, the loss of children,

and widowhood ; in their full measure shall

they come upon thee, despite of the multitude

of thy sorceries, despite of the very great

abundance of thy enchantments.

lU And thou didst trust" in thy wicked-
ness: thou saidst, No one seeth me. Thy
wisdom and thy knowledge,—these were they
that seduced thee; and thou saidst in thy
heart, I am, and thei'e is nothing else beside

me.
11 And there shall come upon thee an

evil, which thou shalt not know how to re-

move it by prayer;'' and there shall fall

upon thee mischief, thou shalt not be able to

atone for; and there shall come upon thee

suddenly desolation, which thou shalt not

know.
12 Stand now with thy enchantments, and

with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein
thou hast laboured from thy youth; perad-

venture thou mayest be able to profit, perad-

venture thou mayest withstand.

13 Thou art wearied with the multitude

* Sachs and others, " Thou dcomedst thyself secure," &c.
' Jonathan and Rashi. Redak, " the dawning of

which," &c.
° I.e. Family; literally, "waters."
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of thy counsels. Do let now those that divide

ofl' the heavens, that look at the stars, that
announce (coming) events at new moons,
stand up, and save thee from the things that

are to come over thee.

14 Behold, they are become as stubble;

the fire burncth them; they shall not deliver

themselves from the power of the flame : not

a coal shall be left to warm at, no blaze to

sit before it.

15 Thus are they become unto thee with
whom thou hast laboured; those that liad

commerce with thee from thy youth, wander
away every one on his road; there is no one
to save thee.

CHAPTER XLVIII.

1 ^ Hear ye this, house of Jacob, who
are called by the name of Israel, and are

come forth out of the spring" of Judah, who
swear by the name of the Lord, and make
mention of the God of Israel,—not in truth,

nor in righteousness.

2 For of the holy city they call themselves,

and upon the God of Israel they stay them-
selves,—The Lord of hosts is his name.

3 ^ The former things have I declared

from the beginning; and out of my mouth
went they forth, and I announced them : sud-

denly did I accomplish them, and they came
to pass;

4 Because I knew that thou art obstinate,

that like an iron sincAv is thy neck, and thy

brow of copper

;

5 And I declared it to thee from the begin-

ning; before yet it came to pass did I let thee

hear it : lest thou shouldest say. My idol hath

done these things, and my graven image, and
my molten image, have ordained them.

G Thou hast heard it; see it all now; and
you—will you not declare it? I caused thee

to hear new things, from this time, even hid-

den things which thou hadst not known.
7 Now are they created, and not from the

beginning; and'' before the day (that I an-

nounced them) thou heardest them not; lest

thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them.

8 But neither hadst thou heard it ; nor didst

thou know; nor had in ancient times thy ear

'' Rcdak. Rashi, "and before the day that it occurred

I caused thee to hear them, and thou heardest not till

to-daj'." The prophet, however, means to show that God
announces and accomplishes his will.
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been opened; for I knew that thou wouldest

deal very treacherously, and a transgressor

wast thou called from thy birth.

9 For the sake of my name will I defer

my anger, and because of my praise will I re-

strain it toward thee, so that I may not cut

thee off.

10 Behold, I have refined thee, though not

into* silver: I have approved thee in the

crucible of affliction.

11 For my own sake, for my own sake,

will I do it : for how would my name be dis-

honoured ? and my glory will I not give unto

an other.

12 T[ Hearken unto me, Jacob, and Is-

rael, my called one; I am he; I am the first,

I also am the last.

1.3 My hand also hath laid the foundation

of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned

out the heavens : I call unto them, they stand

forward*" together.

14 Assemble yourselves, all of you, and
hear : Who among them hath declared these

things? He whom the Lord loveth, will do
liis pleasure on Babylon, and (display) his

arm (on) the Chaldeans.

15 I, even I, have spoken it, I have also

called him : I have brought him, and he shall

be prosperous on his way.
16 Come ye near unto me, hear ye this;

never from the beginning have I spoken in

secret; from the time that it occurred, was I

there. And now° the Lord Eternal hath sent

me, and his Spirit.''

17 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, thy Re-

deemer, the Holy One of Israel, I am the

Lord thy God who teach thee for thy profit,

who lead thee l^y the way thou shouldest go.

18 Oh that thou hadst but hearkened to my
commandments! then would have been as a
river, thy peace, and thy pros^ierity as the

waves of the sea

:

19 And then would have been as the sand
thy seed, and the offspring of thy body like

' Sachs, after Gcsenius; and means, that as yet the
punishment had not produced a people pure as fine silver,

tlashi and Abcn Ezra would translate, "but not in the

silver crucible," i. e. to remove all the dross, or the
wicked.

' After Aben Ezra; i. e. they stand ready to do God's
bidding as his servants.

° The prophet's own words; meaning, all the Lord now
announces through him as coming, is as certain as those

things which have occurred already—the present mes-
80

the pebbles" of the sea-shore; yet shall his

name' not be cut off nor destroyed from be-

fore me.
20 ^ Go forth of Babylon, flee away from

the Chaldeans, with the voice of singing de-

clare, announce this, carry it forth as far

as the end of the earth; say, The Lord hath
redeemed his servant Jacob.

21 And they thirsted not when he led

them through the deserts; waters out of the

rock he let drop down for them : and he
cleaved the rock, and the waters gushed out.

22 There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto
the wicked.

CHAPTER XLIX.

1 ^ Hearken, isles, unto me ; and listen,

ye people, from afar: The Lord hath called

me^ from my birth; from my mother's womb
hath he made niention of my name.

2 And he hath rendered my mouth like a
sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath
he hidden me, and he hath rendered me as a
polished arrow; in his quiver hath he con-

cealed me;
3 And said unto me. My servant art thou,

Israel, thou on whom I will be glorified.

4 But I had indeed said. For no purpose

have I laboured, for naught have I spent my
strength

;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord,

and the recompense ofmy work with my God.
5 ][ And now hath said the Lord that

formed me from the woml) to be his servant,

to bring Jacob again to him, that Israel may
be gathered unto him, that I should be ho-

noured in the eyes of the Lord, while my God
was my strength,

—

6 And he said. It is too light a thing that

thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the

tribes of Jacob, and to bring back the pre-

served of Israel ; but I will (also) appoint

thee for a light to the nations, that my sal-

vation may reach as far as the end of the

earth.

sage of the humbling of Babylon and the return of the

Israelites being certain to come. (Compare with Num.
xvi. .30.)

^ Heinemann, "with his spirit," i. e. laid upon him his

holy inspiration.

' Jonathan. Bashi, "the issue of the sea," i. e. the

fishes.

' That of the seed of Jacob.
" Some apply this address to Isaiah, but Philippson to

j

the people of Israel.
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7 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, the Re-

deemer of Israel, his Holy One, to him who
is despised" by men, to him Avho is abhorred

by nations, to the servant of rulers, Kings

shall see it and rise up, princes, and they

shall prostrate themselves, for the sake of the

Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel,

who hath made choice of thee.

8 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, In the time

of favour have I answered thee, and on the

day of salvation have I helped thee; and I

will preserve thee, and I will appoint thee as

a people of my covenant'' to raise up the land,

to divide out desolate heritages;

9 When I say" to the prisoners, Go forth;

to those that are in darkness. Show j-oui'-

selvos. On the roads shall they feed, and on

all mountain-peaks shall be their pasture.

10 They shall not be hungry nor thirsty,

and neither heat'' nor sun shall smite them;
for h6 that hath mercy on them will lead

them, and by springs of water will he guide

them.
1

1

And I will change all my mountains in-

to a road, and my highways shall be lifted up.

12 Behold, these shall come from afar; and,

lo, these from the north and from the west;

and these from the land of Sinim.

13 Sing, heavens; and be joyful, earth

;

and break forth, mountains, into song; for

the Lord hath comforted his people, and upon
his oppressed" will he have mercy.

14 ^ Yet Zion said, The Eternal hath for-

saken me, and the Lord hath forgotten me.

15 Can a woman' forget her sucking child,

not to have mercy on the son of her body '!

yea, should these even forget, yet Avould I not

forget thee.

10 Behold, upon the palms of my hands
have I engraved thee; thy walls are continu-

ally before me.

17 Thy children come in haste; thy de-

stroyers and they that laid thee waste shall go

away from thee.

18 Lift up thy eyes round about, and see;

they all are assembled together, they come to

thee : as I live, saith the Lord, thou shall

surely clothe thyself with them all, as with

* Lit. "despised in soul." Jonathan, "despised be-

tween the nations."
" Rashi. Lit. " for a covenant of the people."
' llaHlii.

'' PhilippsoD, "mirage."
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an ornament, and liind them on thee, as a

bride.

19 For thy ruins and thy desolate places,

and thy wasted land,—yea, now shall it be

too nari'ow for thee by rea.son of the inhabit-

ants, and thy destroyers shall be far away.
20 Yet again will say before thy ears the

children of whom thou wast deprived, Tiie

place is too narrow for me; make room for

me that I may dwell.

21 And thou wilt say in thy heart. Who
hath borne me these, seeing I was bereft of

my children, and was solitary, an exile, and
outcast? and who hath brought up these? Be-

hold, I Avas left entirely alone; these, where
have they been ?

22 "[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Behold, I will lift up to the nations my hand,

and to the people will I raise up high my
standard; and they shall bring thy sons in

(their) arms,*-' and thy daughters shall be car-

ried upon shoulders.

23 And kings shall be th}' nursing-fathers,

and their ijrincesscs thy nursing-mothers

;

with the face toward the earth shall they bow
down to thee, and the dust of thy feet shall

they lick up : and thou shalt know that I am
the Lord, who ftill not sutler those who hope
in me to be made ashamed.

24 ^ Shall the prey be taken from the

mighty, or shall the captive of the victor es-

cape ?

25 For thus hath said the Lord, Also the

captive of the mighty shall be taken away,
and the prey of the powerful shall escape;

and with those who contend against thee

will I contend, and thy children will I indeed

save.

26 And I will feed thy oppressors with

their own llesh; and as with new wine shall

they be made drunk with their own ])lood :

and all ilcsli shall know that I the Eternal

am thy Saviour, and thy Kedeemer the

Mighty One of Jacob.

CHAPTER L.

1 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, Where is

your mother's bill of divorcement, wherewith''

° Sachs, "his poor."
' The singular stands for the class, "all woman;" hence

the plural in the next sentence. ~

' Jonathan, p^'V^ "in covered wagons."
^ Arnheim, after Jonathan. Others, "whouj I have," &o.
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I have sent her away? or who of my creditors

is it to whom I have sold you? behold, for

your iniquities were ye sold, and for your
transgressions was your mother sent away.

2 Why did I come and no man was there,

did I call, with none to answer? hath my hand
become too short for redeeming? or is there

no power in me to deliver? behold, through

my threatening I can dry up the sea, I can

change the rivers into a wilderness: their fish

stink for want of water, and die for thirst.

3 I can clothe the heavens Avith blackness,

and I can make sackcloth their garment.

4 ^ The Lord Eternal hath given me a

tongue for teaching," that I should know how
to strengthen the wear}' with the word : he

Avakeneth morning l^y morning, he wakcneth
my ear to listen like those who are well

taught.

5 The Lord Eternal hath opened me my ear,

and I resisted not; I turned not backward.

6 My Ijack I gave up to the smiters, and
my cheeks to those that plucked off the hair:

my face I hid not from abuse and spitting.

7 But the Lord Eternal ever helpeth me;
therefore was I not confounded; therefore

have I rendered my face like a flint, and I

knew that I should not be made ashamed.
8 He that justifieth me is near; who will

contend with me? let us stand forward toge-

ther: Avho hath a dispute'' with me? let him
come near to me.

9 Behold, the Lord Eternal will help me;
who is the man that will condemn me ? lo,

they all shall wear out as a garment; the

moth shall eat them up.

10 ^ Who is among 3'ou that feareth the

Lord, that harkeneth to the voice of his ser-

vant? though he have walked in darkness,

and had no light: let him trust in the name of

the Lord, and lean for support upon his God.
11 Behold, all ye that kindle fire, that

urge'' on the brands : walk by the blaze of your
fire, and by the brands ye have kindled; "from

my hand hath this been bestowed on you ; in

pain shall ye lie down.

" Kashi; but Redak, "a tongue of the practised," i. e.

those wlio have becu well trained. Philippson, "disci-

ples;" and so at the end, " to understand like disciples."
'' Lit. " the master of my cause."
' Lit. "gird," i. c. "arm/' or " urge," in this connec-

tion.

'' Philippson, "how I called him, the one."

CHAPTER LI.

1 \\ Hearken to me, ye that pursue right-

eousness, that seek the Lord: look unto the

rock whence ye were hewn, and to the hole

of the pit Avhence ye were dug up.

2 Look unto Abraham your fiither, and
unto Sarah that bore you; for'' he was one
when I called him, and I blessed him, and I

increased him.

3 Yea, the Lord hath* comforted Zion; he
hath comforted all her ruins; and he hath
made her wilderness like Eden, and her desert

like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness

shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the

voice of song.

4 T[ Listen unto me, mjqieople; and my
nation, give ear unto me; for a law shall pro-

ceed from me, and my justice will I establish

as a light of the people.

5 My righteousness is near; my salvation

goeth forth, and my arms shall judge the

people ; upon me the isles shall wait, and for

m}^ arm shall they hope.

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and
look upon the earth beneath; for the heavens
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth

shall wear out like a garment, and they that

dwell thereon shall die in like manner; but
my salvation shall exist for ever, and my
righteousness shall not be delayed.'

7 ^ Hearken unto me, 3-0 that know right-

eousness, people in whose heart my laAV is

;

ye must not fear the reproach of men, and of
their revilings shall 3'e not be in dread.

8 For like agarment shall the moth eat them
up, a)id like wool shall the worm eat them ; but

my righteousness shall exist for ever, and my
salvation from generation to generation.

9 T[ Awake, awake, put on strength, O
arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient

daAs, in the generations of olden times. Art
thou not it that struck down Rahab,"^ that

pierced the crocodile?

10 Art thou not it that dried the sea,

the waters of the great deep ; that rendered

' The prophetic past, representing the future a.s already

come.

'Jonathan. Redak, " broken."
« Allegorical term for " Egypt." The crocodile, as ren-

dered by Philippson, or "dragon," by others, denotes

Pharaoh, who is frequently so called by the prophets

The word.j'jn is difficult to translate with an equivalent in

607
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the depths of the sea a road for the ransomed
to p.ass through?

11 And (so) shall the ransomed of the

Lord return, and come to Zion with song,

with everlasting joy upon their licad; glad-

ness and joy shall they obtain, while sorrow

and sighing shall have fled away.
12

"If
I, I am he that comforteth you ; who

art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a
mortal that must die, and of a son of man
who will wither as the grass?

13 And thou forgettest the Lord, thy
Maker, who hath spread out the heavens, and
laid the foundations of the earth; and thou
dreadest continually, all the day, because of

the fury of the oppressor, whenever he aimeth
to destroy? and where is (now) the fury of

the oppressor?

14 The exile will be speedily set free; and
he shall not die in the dungeon, and his

bread shall not fail.

15 For I am the Lord thy God, who stir-

retli" up the sea that its waves roar; the Lord
of hosts is his name.

16 And I have placed my words in thy
mouth, and with the shadow of my hand
have I covered thee; to plant*' the heavens,
and to lay the foundations of the earth, and
to say to Zion, Thou art my jieople.

17 ^ Rouse up, rouse up, arise, Jerusa^

lem, thou who hast drunk from the hand of
the Lord the cup of liis fury; the deep'' cup of

confusion hast thou drunk, hast thou drained.

IS There is none to guide her, from all

the children whom she hath born ; and there
is none that taketh her by the hand, from
all the children whom she hath brought up.

19 Two tilings are tiiese which have befoU-

en thee, who will have compassion for thee?
desolation and destruction, and famine and
the sword—with whom shall I comfort thee.

20 Thy children have fainted, they lie at

the entrance of all streets, as a wild bull

caught in a net, (they are those) who are full

other languages. In Gen. i. 21, itevidentl}' means simply
"tbe large marine animals;" in E.Kod. vii. 10, it is

equally clear that it denotes "serpent;" the general term
" monster," something large, frightful, and unusual, would
best express it; and the context must then determine
what sort of a creature is likely the subject of the dis-

\

course.

•Jonathan, "who assuageth the sea when its waves
roar." Tiie difficulty is in the word iU"i, to which opposite

,

meanings are attached. i
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of the fury of the Lord, the threatening of thy
God.

^

21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflict-

ed, and drunken, but not Avith wine.
22 Tl Thus hath said thy Lord, the Eter-

nal, and thy God, who will ever plead for

his people. Behold, I have taken out of thy
hand the cup of confusion, the deep cup of
my fury; thou shalt never more drink it

again.

23 And I will place it in the hand of those
who have tortured thee, that have said to thy
soul. Bend thee down, that Ave may pass over;
and thou madest like the earth thy back, and
like the street for those that passed over.

CHAPTER LIL
1 ^ Awake, awake, put on thy strength,*

Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, thou holy city; for no more shall

enter into thee henceforth the uncircumcised
and the unclean.

2 Shake thj-self free from the dust, arise,"

sit doAvn, Jerusalem; loosen thyself Irom
the bands of thy neck, captive, daughter
of Zion.

3 ^ For thus hath said the Lord, For
naught were j-ou sold, and without silver

shall je be redeemed.

4 Tl For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,
Into Egypt went my people down aforetimes,

to sojourn there, and Asshur hath oppressed
it Avithout cause.

5 And noAV Avhat haA-e I here, saith the
Lord, since my jwople hath been taken aAvay
ibr naught? its rulers vaunt aloud, saith tiie

Lord, and continually, all the day, is my
name blasphemed.

6 Therefore shall my people knoAV my
name, therefore—on that day, that I am he
that speaketh it; here am I.

7 ^ HoAv beautifid are upon the mountains
the feet of the messenger of good tidings, that
publisheth peace, that announccth tidings of

' The commentators say that this refers to the preserva-
tion of Lsracl, as important as the creation, and the gather-

ing of the captives.

" Jonathan. But Ri.shi, " the dregs of the cup." r^y2p
is given by Sachs with "arched cup."

'' Sachs, "(decoration of) victory."

'Sachs, "sit erect;" but the verse simply says that

the captives who formerly lay bound in the dust shall

spring up from the earth and sit on a scat of ease, like

other freemen.
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happiness, that publisheth salvation, that

saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.

8 The voice of thy watchmen,—they raise

their voice, together shall they shout; for eye

to eye shall they see, when the Lord return-

eth unto Zion.

9 Break forth (in song), shout together, ye

ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lokd hath com-
forted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusa-

lem.

10 The Lord hath made bare his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations ; and all the

ends of the earth shall see the salvation of

our God.

11 ^ Depart ye, depart ye, go out from
there, touch no unclean thing; go ye ovit

from the midst of it; cleanse yourselves, ye
bearers of the vessels of the Lord.

12 For not in haste shall ye go out, and not

in flight shall ye go; for before you goeth the

Lord, and your rereward is the God of Israel.

13 T[ Behold, my servant" shall be pros-

perous, he shall be exalted and extolled, and
be placed very high.

* Rashi, says to "my servant," "Behold, at the end of

days will my servant Jacob, the righteous among him, be

prosperous." Dr. Philippson heads ' this section, "the

sufferings of Israel conduce to the happiness of the na-

tions;" and after reviewing the preceding prophecies, he

says, "But if the prophet contrasts in chap. xlix. 7, in

general terms, the despised state of Israel with their future

greatness, he takes a deeper view of the subject in the

speech now before us, (to the end of liii.,) as he declares

the present dcijradutlon of Israel to he NECESSARY /or the

acrompUshment of (heir mission; because the exaltation of
this depressed, the glorious uprising of this despised people

will prove so clearly, so surprisingly to the other nations

the saving power of the sole God, whom the Israelites adore,

that they will become converted to this only One. The
prophet goes, therefore, a step farther, in declaring the

sufferings of Israel, in general terms, as borne by Israel

merely as the means of happiness for the nations, in order

to bring these out of their sinful idolatry to the pure ac-

knowledgment of God. They are become the martyrs of

the acknowledgment of the One, and by their exaltation

the nations will be directed with the strength of convic-

tion to the sole and only God. This view of the prophet

is truly sublime; he stands here on the summit of the

whole history of the world, since he thus recognises and
pursues the univer.sal tendency of all the history of the

fiimilies of man. The doubts, therefore, which Jewish
commentators (Redak and Abarbanel) have raised here,

that this procedure would be opposed to the justice of

God, which must allow every one to boar the punishment
of what he himself has committed, can only be applied to

individuals, while the prophet had in view the whole de-

velopment of mankind. The prophet now expresses this

idea in the following manner :—At first he speaks of the

future greatness of Israel (lii. 13), which shall be as great

14 Just as many were astonished at thee,

so greatly was liis countenance marred more
tlian any (other) man's, and his Ibrm more
than (that of) the sons of men,

—

1-5 Thus will he cause many nations to

jump*" up in (astonishment) ; at him will

kings shut their mouth; for what had not

been told unto them shall they see; and
what they had never heard shall they
understand.

CHAPTER LIII.

1 Who would have believed our'' report?

and the arm of the Lord—over whom hath it

been revealed?

2 Yea, he grew up like a small shoot be-

fore him, and as a root out of a dry land : he
had no form nor comeliness; so that we should

look at him; and no comitenance, so that wc
should desire him.

3 He"* Avas despised and shunned by men

;

a man of pains, and acquainted with disease

;

and as one" who hid his face from us was he
despised, and we esteemed him not.

as the Israelites are at present depressed (14). At this

the nations and kings will be astonished to the utmost

(1.5), and they will call to mind the entire state of de-

gradation under which the Israelites have suffered, when
seeing that it is precisely this people which have been re-

deemed and raised so high by the sole God (liii. 1-3).

But they will thence acknowledge that Israel had to

bear this hard fate solely for their (the nations') redemp-

tion out of their sinful state (4-6), so that Israel, through

the patience which they exhibit notwithstanding all their

sufferings, since they never departed from the only God,
shall be placed on a yet higher eminence (7-9). There-

fore will Israel be the more greatly exalted and rendered

happy by God, and the will of the Most High will be ac-

complished through them (10-12)." This view is gene-

rally shared by the best commentators, and is perfectly

reconcilable to the whole context and the separate expres-

sions employed.
'' Jonathan, "scatter." Rashi follows the same view.

Redak, "he will cause to speak." Ileinemann, "will set

in motion." Sachs, "astonish." We have followed Phi-

lippson, who explains it to mean the sudden effect of un-

expected news. This is farther exemplified by the first

verse of the next chapter.

' Rashi, "So will the nations say one to the other,

Had we heard from the mouth of others what we see our-

selves, it would have been incredible; and on whom was

such a power and majestj' of the Lord revealed till now?"
But Philippson, "it appears incredible that God should

do so much for so small a people."
* Ra.shi, "This is the method of the prophet, to speak

of all Israel as one man, as above, ' Pear not, my servant

Jacob,' (xliv. 2, and ibid. 21)."

° Rashi, " On account of their great shame and lowness

they were as those who hide their faces from us with the
509
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4 But only our" diseases did he bear him-

self, and our pains he carried; Avhile we in-

deed esteemed him stricken, smitten of God,

and afUicted.

5 Yet he was Avoundod for* our transgres-

sions, he Avas bruised for our iniquities : the

chastisement for our peace was upon him;
and througli his bruises was healing granted

to us.

G AVe all like sheep" went astray; every

one to his own way did we turn; and the

Lord let befall'' him the guilt of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was also

taunted," yet he opened not his mouth; like

the lamb which is led to the slaughter, and
like a ewe before her shearers is dumb; and
he opened not his mouth.

8 Through oppression and thi'ough judicial

punishment was he taken away;' but his

generation—who could tell, that he was cut

away out of the land of life, (that) for the

transgressions of my people the plague*^ was
laid on him?

9 And he let his grave'' be made with the

wicked, and with the (godless)' rich at his

death; although he had done no violence, and
there was no deceit in his mouth.

10 But the Lord was pleased to crush him

utmost care, that we should not see them, like a leprous

inan, who hides his face and is afraid to look about."

Philippson agrees with this, and refers to the laws of the

leper, (Lev. xiii. 15,) who, with torn gi^mcnts and long

hair, wrapt up to his chin, called out, " Unclean, unclean,"

and had to live secluded without the city. Who knows
not (if the Ghetto— the Jewish gaberdine—the execration

of Mahonieduns and Nazarcnes?
" Kashi, "But now wo sec that it was not for his low-

ncss tliat evil befell him; but he was afflicted with pains

that all the nations might find atonement through the

pains of Israel; while we (the Gentiles) thought him
Latc.1 of God."

' Others, "tlirough means of"
" Philippson, "like sheep without a shepherd; but now

Israel has brought law and justice."
'' Rashi, "And the Loud forgave for his prayer the

iniquity of us all." So also Jonathan, "And it was the

will of God to forgive the guilt of us all for his sake."

i''J3n in the sense of prayer; so also in verse 12. Others

take it in the sen.so of mcelimj, thus, ^'ho let him be met
by the guilt of us all."

•Rashi. ]Jut Sachs, "he was resigned." nj;,'J in the

BCnse vi hum illilt ion. (Exod. x. 3).
' Rashi and Redak render, " lie shall be taken out of

the captivity and the painful juilgnients inflictid cm liini,"

&c. idS Rashi explains "to the righteous among them;"
but the prophet.s often use the singular and jjlural to-

gether, if the subject be composed of many individuals.
510

through disease; when (now) his soul hath
brought the trespass-oflering," then shall he
see (his) seed, live many days, and the pletv-

sure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
11 (Freed)' from the trouble of his soul

shall he see (the good) and be satisfied

;

through his knowledge shall my righteous

servant bring the many to righteousness;

while he will bear their ini(piities.

12 Therefore will I divide him (a portion)

with the many, and with the strong shall he
divide the spoil; becau.se he poured out his

soul unto death; and with transgres.«ors was
he numbered: while he bore the sin of many,
and for the transgressors he let (evil)"" befall

him.

CHAPTER LIV.

1 ^ Sing, barren one, thou that hast not
born ; break forth into song, and rejoice aloud,

thou that hast not travailed ; for more are the

children of the desolate than the children of

the married wife, saith tiie Lord.

2 Enlarge the space of thy tent, and let

them stretch forth the curtains of thy habita-

tions,—spare not ; lengthen thy cords, and
strengthen thy stakes ;"

3 For to the ri<>ht and to the left shalt

^ Sachs, "the punishment which (was due) to them,"
i'. e. the Gentile nation, bore called "mj' people."

^ Rashi, "He delivered himself to be buried in any
manner the wicked of the nations might decree." (It must
be borne in mind, how much the Israelites valued the

rite of burial. Gcn.xxiii. 11; xlvii. 30, &c.) "At the op-

tion of the wicked he was willing thus to be buried, and
not deny the living God; and at the option of the ruler

(the rich) he delivered himself up to all sorts of t/cd/h.t,

which were decreed against him, because he would do no
wrong—not even to speak the word to adopt the worship

of idols."

' After Philippson, to make up the contrast between

D';'B'i and Ttyy.
'' Atonement; and means, that when the trials have

been duly borne as the means ol' the world's regeneration,

then .shall the apparml evil be converted into real good.
' Kashi renders the beginning of this ver.se, "He hath

lived, seen pleasure, and was satisfied from the labour of

his hands," i. e. not by violence, "and now he judgeth with

righteousness," &c.
'° Others, "he made intercession for," &c. Rashi adds,

" through his pains, by which happiness came into the

world." This is daily verified by the experience of the

world.
° Figurative—the tent and its appurtenances must be

enlarged, or the place of Israel's habitation, to mako
room for the numerous progeny, spoken of also in chap,

liii. 10.
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thou spread forth ; and thy seed shall drive

out nations, and desolate cities shall they re-

people.

4 Fear not, for thou shalt not he made
ashamed; and he not confounded, for thou

shalt not he put to the blush; for the shame

of thy youth shalt thou forget, and the re-

proach of thy widowhood shalt thou not re-

member any more.

5 For thy husband is thy Maker, the Lord

of hosts is his name ; and thy Redeemer is the

Holy One of Israel, '-The God of all the

eartli," shall he be called.

6 For as a woman forsaken and grieved in

spirit did the Lord call thee back, and as a

wife of youth, that was rejected, saith thy

God.

7 But for a brief moment'' have I forsaken

thee ; but with great mercies will I again re-

ceive'^ thee.

8 In a little* wrath did I hide my face for

a moment from thee; but with everlasting

kindness will I have mercy on thee ; saith thy

Redeemer the Lord.

9 ][ For as the waters of Noah is this unto

me ; as I have sworn that the waters of Noah
should no more pass over the earth : so have

I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee,

nor rebuke thee.

10 For the mountains may depart, and the

hills may be removed; but my kindness shall

not depart from thee, neither shall the cove-

nant of my peace be removed, saith he that

hath mercy on thee, the Lord.

11 T[
thou afliicted, tossed by the tempest,

and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy

stones with fair colours," and lay thy founda-

tions with sapphires.

12 And I will make of rubies thy battle-

ments, and thy gates into carbuncle-stones,

and all thy borders into precious stones.

13 And all thy children shall be disciples

of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of

thy children.

14: In righteousness shalt thou be esta-

blished: keep far from oppression, for thou

shalt not fear; and from terror, for it shall

not come near unto thee.

15 Behold, they that assemble together,

arc nothing without me: who.soever assem-

bleth together against thee shall fall under

thy power.'

IG Behold, I have created the smith that

bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bring-

eth forth an instrument for his work; and I

have also created the waster to destroy.

17 No weapon that is formed against thee

shall prosper; and every tongue that will

rise against thee in judgment thou shalt con-

demn. This is the heritage of the servants

of the Lord, and their due reward^ from me,

saith the Lord.

CHAPTER LV.

1 ][ Ho, every one of ye that thirsteth,

come ye to the water,*" and he too that hath

no money ; come ye, buy, and eat
;
yea, come,

buy without money and without price wine

and milk.

2 Wherefore will ye spend money forwhat is

not bread? and your labour for what satisfieth

not ? hearken then unto me, and eat what is

good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me,

hear, and your soul shall live; and I will

make with you an everlasting covenant, the

promised mercies of David, which are sui-e.

4 Behold, for a lawgiver' unto the people

have I appointed him, a prince and com-

mander to the people.

5 Behold, a nation thou knowest not shalt

thou call, and a nation that knew thee not

shall run unto thee ; for the sake of the Lord

thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel, for

he hath glorified thee.

6 ][ Seek ye the Lord, while'' he may he

found, call ye on him, while he is near.

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the

man of unrighteousness his thoughts ; and let

him return unto the Lord, and he will have

mercy upon him, and unto our God, for he

will abundantly pardon.'

' Others, " inherit."

'' Others, " in brief excitement."
° Lit. "gather up."
* Jonathan. Others, "in the violence of wrath."
" Sachs and others, "potter's ore," or "galena." The

floors of the Egyptians were laid in beautiful colours, as

was done also among other nations.

' Ecdak. Others, " shall surrender to thee."

« Jonathan. Lit. " righteousness."

" " The law."

—

Ra.shi.

' Sachs, after Rashi. Lit. " witncs

the one who has the right to " warn."
' Sachs, "because he may," &c.

' Sachs, " for he is rich in forgiveness."
511

in the sense of
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8 For not my thoughts are your thoughts,

and not your ways are my wajs, saith the

Lord.

9 For as high as the heavens are above

the earth, so high" are my ways above
your ways, and my thoughts above your
thoughts.

10 For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven, and return not thither,

but water the earth, and render it fruitful,

and cause it to bring forth plants; and give

seed to the sower and bread to him that

eateth

:

11 So shall ever be my word which goeth
forth from my mouth, it shall not return unto
me without eifect;'' but it accomplisheth what
I desire, and it prospereth in that whereto I

have sent it.

12 For in joy shall ye go out, and in peace
shall ye be brought home ; the mountains and
the hills shall break forth before you into

song, and all the trees of the field shall clap

their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the
fir-tree, and instead of the nettle" shall come
up the myrtle; and it shall be unto the Lord
for a name, for a sign of everlasting that shall

not be cut off.

CHAPTER LVI.

1 T[ Thus hath said the Lord, Keep ye
justice, and do equity; for near is my salva-

tion to come, and my righteousness to be re-

vealed.

2 Happy is the mortal that ever doth this,

and the son of man that ever layeth hold on
it; that keepeth the sabbath by not violating

it, and keepeth his hand from doing any
evil.

3 And let not say the son of the stranger,

that joineth himself unto the Lord, saying,

Surely the Lord will exclude me from his

' JIan must not measure his forgiveness bj' that of the

Lord; for our GoJ is infinite in goodness as he is im-

measurably greater than man in wisdom; hence we should

never despair of mercy though our sius be many.
'' Lit. " empty."
° I'hilippsnn, "heather;" others, "brier."
^ Jonathan and Abcn Ezra. Sachs, "a monument."
' I'hilipp.son comments, that the prophet calls on the

wild beasts to as.sail the flock, i. c. the house of Israel,

since their shepherds, rulers, elders, priests, and false pro-

phets did not watch them. lie conceives the wild beasts

addressed to bo idolatry and vice ; and hence lie de-
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people: nor let the eunuch say. Behold, I am
a dry tree.

4 T[ For thus hath said the Lord concern-
ing the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and
make choice of what pleaseth me, and take
hold of my covenant

:

5 I will indeed give unto them in my
house and within my walls a place'' and a
name, better than sons and daughters: an
everlasting name will I give them, that shall

not be cut off.

G ^ Also the sons of the stranger, that
join themselves unto the Lord, to serve him,
and to love the name of the Lord, to be unto
him as servants, every one that keepeth the

sabbath by not violating it, and those who
take hold of my covenant

:

7 Even these will I bring to my holy
mountain, and make them joyful in my house
of prayer; their burnt-offerings and their sa-

crifices shall be accepted upon my altar; for

my house shall be called a house of 2)rayer

for all the nations.

8 Thus saith the Lord Eternal who gather-

eth the outcasts of Israel, I will ^et gather
(others) to him, beside his own gathered (out-

casts) .

9 All ye beasts of the field, come to de-

vour, (yea,) all ye beasts in the forest.'

10 ][ His' watchmen are all of them blind,

they know nothing; the}' all are dumb dogs,

they cannot bark; dreamers,'^ Ij'ing down,
loving to slumber.

11 But the dogs are of a greedy disposition,

they know not how to be satisfied ; and those

are shepherds that know how to understand;

they all turn to their own way, every one after

his gain, from all quarters.''

12 Come ye,' I will fetch wine, and let us

swallow abundantly of strong drink; and like

this day shall it be to-morrow, excellent and
in very great abundance.

Bounces the idolaters in the succeeding speech. Hasbi,
however, "All ye nations, come near unto me, and devour
all the beasts in the forest, the mighty ones of the na-

tions who have refused to become proselytes;" and con-

nects this with the verse above. Aben Ezra deems it a
call on the wicked of the Gentiles to slay the wicked of

Israel, like the wild beasts that slay each other.

' Israel's.

' Others, "sleepers," or "those who talk nonsense iu

sleep."

Rashi. Aben Ezra, "from his own quarter."
' "So do they say one to the other."—K.\siil.
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CHAPTER LVII.

1 The righteous perisheth, and no man
la^'eth it to heart : and pious men are taken

away, without one considering that before

the evil' the righteous is taken away.
2 He shall come (to his fothei's) in peace:

they shall repose in their resting-place, every

one that walketh in his uprightness.

3 ][ But ye draw near hither, sons of the

sorceress, the seed of the adultei'er and the

hai'lot.

. 4 Over*" whom will you make yourselves

merry? concerning whom will you open wide
your mouth, stretch out your tongue? are ye
not children of transgression, a seed of false-

hood,

5 That are inflamed" after the idols under
every green tree; that slaughter the children

in the valleys under the clefts of the rocks ?

6 Of the smooth stones of the valley is thy
portion; they, they are thy lot: even to them
hast thou poured out a drink-offering, hast

thou offered a meat-offering. Shall I for these

things repent me (of the evil) ?*

7 Upon a high and lofty mountain hast

thou placed thy couch : even thither wentest

thou up to offer sacrifice.

8 And behind the doors and the door-posts

hast thou placed thy (mark of) remembrance

;

for (departing) from me, thou hast laid open,

and art gone up,—hast enlarged thy couch,

and made thee a covenant with some of them

;

thou hast loved their lying with thee, hast

selected a fitting place.

9 And thou didst show thyself unto the

king with ointment, and thou didst multiply

thy perfumes, and thou didst send out thy mes-

sengers even into the fai'-off distance, and didst

debase thyself even down to the nether world.

* "Which is to come over the generation."

—

Rashi.
' Rashi, " Since ye have departed from me, on whom

•will ye depend to enjoy what is good?" But the con-

nection seems to indicate that the prophet asks them why
they deride those sent to reprove them, with the coarse

gestures of opening the mouth, and lolling out the tongue.
° Jonathan, " that worship the errors," i. e. idols. But

Rashi, " that excite themselves to incest under the tere-

binths."
'' Rashi, Aben Ezra, and others, and means, should

God, seeing the gross idolatry, as they even worshipped
smooth stones, have cause to refrain from sending over
the people the evil denounced by the prophets? Sachs,
" Shall I quiet myself?"

3 P

10 Though thou art wearied by the length

of thy way, yet saidst thou not, It is useless:"

thou hadst Ibund enough for thy hand ; there-

fore didst thou feel no care.'

11 And of whom hadst thou dread or fear,

that thou becamest false, and didst not re-

member me, nor lay it to thy heart? is it not

so? I kept silence, and this from earliest

times, and therefore thou fearest me not?
12 I, I ever tell thee (what deeds would

be) thy righteousness; but thy works—these

indeed will not profit thee.

13 When thou criest, let thy masses of
idols deliver thee; but all of them will the

wind carry away; a breath will take them
off; but he that putteth his trust in me shall

possess the land, and shall inherit my holy
mountain.

14 And he'' will say. Cast ye up, cast ye
up, clear out the way, lift uj) every stumbling
block out of the Avay of my people.

15 ^ For thus hath said the high and lofty

One, who inhabiteth eternity, whose name is

Holy, In the high and holy place do I dwell,

yet also with the contrite and humble of spirit,

to revive the spirit of the humble, and to re-

vive the heart of the contrite.

16 For not to eternity will I contend,

neither Avill I be for ever wroth : when the

spirit from before me is overwhelmed, and
the souls which I have made.

17 Because of the iniquity of his covetou.s-

ness was I wroth, and I smote him, hiding

my face, and was wroth : while he went on
frowardly in the way of his own heart.

18 I (now) see his wa3s, and I will heal

him ; and I will guide him, and bestow full

comforts on him and on his mourners;
19 Creating'' the fruit of the lips: Peace,

peace to him that is afar off, and to him that

' Rashi, "I will give up these things, but attend to the

law and commandments." Eng. ver., "There is no hope."
' Rashi. Aben Ezra, "thou foundest thy hand strong;

therefore wast thou not weakened."
* "The prophet in the name of God."—R.\?HT.
" Rashi, after Jonathan, " Who create a new speech of

lips," and comments, "Against that hitherto affliction

came over him, and all exclaimed against him, every one

will now call to him. Peace, peace. To the far and to

the near—both shall be alike, both he who has grown
old in my law and service from his youth, and he who
has approached now of late thereto to return from his

evil way; and the Lord says, I will heal him from his

disease and sins."
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is near, saitli the Lord; and I will heal

him.

20 But the wicked are like the troubled

sea; for it can never be at rest, but its waters

cast up mire and dirt.

21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the

wicked.

CHAPTER LVIII.

1 Tf Cry with a full throat, spare not, like

the cornet lift up thy voice, and declare inito

my people their transgression, and to the

house of Jacob their sins.

2 Yet me do they ever seek day by day,

and to know my ways do they always desire

;

as a nation that hath done righteousness, and
hath not forsaken the ordinance of their God

:

continually do they ask of me the ordinances

of justice—do they desire to draw nigh unto

God.

3 " Wherefore have we fasted, and thou

seest it not? have we afUicted our soul, and
thou regardest it not?" Behold, on the day
of your fasting ye follow your business," and
all your acquired gains'* do ye exact.

4 Behold, for contention and strife do ye
fast, and to smite with the fist of wickedness

:

ye last not so at this day, to cause your voice

to be heard on high."

5 Is such then the fast which I can choose?

a day that a man afllicteth his soul? to bend
his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth

and ashes for his couch? wilt thou call this

a fast, and a day of acceptability unto the

Lord ?

6 Is not this (rather) the fast that I will

choose ? to open the snai'es of wickedness, to

undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the

oppressed go free, and that ye should break
asunder every yoke?

7 Is it not to distribute'' thy bread to the

hungry, and that thou bring the alHicted'' poor

into thy house? when thou seest the naked,
that thou clothe him; and that thou hide not

thyself from thy own flesh ?

8 Then shall break forth as the morning-
dawn thy light, and thy healing shall speedily

•Jonathan, ygn NVD "to find one's desire," i.e. the

bu.sincss which (inc has most pk'asure in.

' Kashi would render, "ye exact (the debts) from all

your aggrieved debtors."
° Jonathan, "ye shall not fast fasts like this," &c.
* Lit. "to break."
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spring forth; and before thee shall go thy
righteousness, the glory of the Lord shall be
thy rereward.

9 Then shalt thou call, and the Lord will

answer; thou shalt cry, and he will say. Here
am I. If thou remove from the midst of thee
the yoke, the stretching out of the finger,

and speaking wickedly;

10 And if thou pour out to the hungr}-

thy soul, and satisfy the alllicted soul : then
shall shine forth in the darkness thy light,

and thy obscurity be as the noonday

;

11 And the Lord will guide thee conti-

nually, and will satisfy thy soul in times of

famine, and Avill strengthen thy bones; and
thou shalt be like a well-watered garden, and
like a spring of water, the waters of which
will never deceive.

'^

12 And they that spring from thee shall

build up the ancient ruins; the foundations

of man}' generations shalt thou raise up again;

and thou shalt be called. The repairer of the

breaches, The restorer of paths to the dwell-

ing-place.^

lo If thou restrain thy foot for the sake

of the sabbath, not doing thy business on my
holy day; and if thou call the sabbath a de-

light, the holy day of the Lord, honourable

;

and honour it by not doing thy usual j^ur-

suits,'' by not following thy own business, and
speaking (vain) words:

14 Then shalt thou find delight in the

Lord; and I will cause thee to tread upon
the high places of the earth, and I will cause

thee to enjoy the inheritance of Jacob thy
father; for the mouth of the Lord hath

spoken it.

CHAPTER LIX.

1 ^1 Behold, the Lord's hand is not too

short to save ; neither his ear too heavy' for

hearing

;

2 But your iniquities have ever made a

separation between you and your God, and
your sins have caused him to hide his face

from you, so that he would not hear.

3 For your hands are defiled with blood,

° Redak. Jonathan, "wandering." llashi, "com-
plaining."

' i. c. Fail, or be not there when the caravans come to

it; as is often the case when they pa.'s through the desert.

' i'. <. Leading to the newly tilled dwelling.

" Lit. "ways." ' i'. e. "Deaf."
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and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have

spoken falsehood, your tongue uttcreth de-

ception.

4 No one admonisheth* with righteousness,

and no one executeth justice in truth; men

trust in naught, and speak lies; they have

conceived mischief, and bring forth wickc^d-

ness.

5 Basilisk's eggs do they hatch, and spi-

der's weljs do they weave ; he that eatcth of

their eggs must die, and if one be crushed, a

viper will break forth.

G Their webs cannot serve for garments,

and they cannot clothe themselves with their

works : "their works are works of wickedness,

and the deed of violence is in their hands.

7 Their feet run to what is evil, and they

make haste to shed innocent blood; their

thoughts are thoughts of wickedness; wasting

and destruction are on their highways.

8 The Avay of peace they know not; and

there is no justice on their tracks: their paths

they have made unto themselves crooked;

whosoever walks therein knoweth not peace.

9 Therefore is justice far from us, nor will

happiness overtake us : we ever hope for light,

but behold there is darkness; for brightness,

but in obscurity must we walk.

10 We grope like the blind on the wall,

and as if we had no eyes do we grope :
we

stumble at noonday as in the twilight; we

are in complete darkness like the dead.

11 We growl all of us like bears, and like

doves do we moan sorely ; we ever hope for

justice, but there is none; for aid, but it is far

from us.

12 For our transgressions are numerous in

thy presence, and our sins testify against us;

for of our transgressions are Ave aware ; and

our ini((uities—we know them;

l:^ We transgressed and denied the Lord,

and departed away fronr our God ; we spoke

oppression and revolt, conceived and brought

forth in our heart words of falsehood.

14 And justice is forced to turn backward,

and righteousness standeth afar off; for truth

stumbled in the street, and equity is not able

to enter.

15 And thus is the truth missing ;'" and he

that dcparteth from evil is regarded as foolish

:

and the Loud saw it, and it was displeasing in

his eyes that there was no justice.

16 And he saw that there was no man,

and wondered that there was no intercessor

;

therefore his arm brought him aid, and his

righteousness,—yea, this sustained him.

17 And he put on righteousness as a coat

of mail, and (placed) the helmet of salvation

upon his head ; and he put on the garments

of vengeance as raiment, and wrapped him.self

with zeal as with a cloak.

18 According to the demerits, so will he

repay (all) ; fury to his adversaries, recom-

pense to his enemies; to the islands will he

repay what they have merited.

19 And they shall fear from the west the

name of the Lord, and from the rising of

the sun his glory; for there shall come distre.ss"

like the stream which the Spirit of the liORD

urgeth'* forward.

20 But unto Zion shall come the redeemer,

and unto those who return' from transgression

in Jacob, saith the Lord.

21 And as for me, this is my covenant with

them, saith the Lord : My spirit that is upon

thee, and my words^ which I have put in thy

mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor

out of the mouth of thy children,'' nor out

of the mouth of thy children's children,

saith the Lord, from hencelurth and unto all

eternity.

CHAPTER LX.

1 Tl
Arise, give light, for thy light is come;

and the glory of the Lord is shining forth

over thee.

2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the

earth, and a gross darkness the people; but

over thee will shine forth the Lord, and his

glory will be seen over thee.

3 And nations shall walk by thy light, and

kings by the brightness of thy shining.

• Redak. Jonathan, " prayeth ;" Philippson, "asseve-

ratotli."

"> Pliilippsnn, " Then was truth betrayed, and he that

departed from evil was plundered."

° Sachs, " when there cometli like a stream the enemy."

* HDD: after Redak, from DM " to fly," hence "urged to

speed on." Rashi, "The spirit of the Lord showeth

wonders therein;" or "eat«th it up as the worms eatcth

a tree."
"

i. e. That repent, or become converted.

' The law of God.
« Lit. "seed."
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4 Lift up thy eyes round about and see,

they all are assembled, they come to thee,

thy sons are coming from afar, and thy daugh-

ters are brought along in arms.

5 Then wilt thou see and be filled with

light," and thy heart will dread and be en-

larged ; because unto thee shall be turned the

abundance of the sea, the riches of nations

shall come unto thee.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover

thee, the dromedaries of Midian and 'Ephah ;

they all from Sheba shall come; gold and

frankincense shall they carry, and the praises

of the Lord shall they announce.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be assem-

bled unto thee, the rams of Nebayoth shall

minister unto thee; they shall come for a

fovourable acceptance (unto me) upon my
altar, and the hou.se of my glory will I glorify.

8 Who are these that fly like a cloud, and

like the doves, to their windows ?

9 Yea, unto me (the inhabitants of) the

isles shall hasten,'' and the ships of Tharshish

at first, to bring thy sons from alar, their sil-

ver and their gold with them; unto the name
of the Loud thy God, and to the Holy One of

Israel, because he hath glorified thee.

10 And the sons of the stranger shall build

up thy walls, and their kings shall minister

unto thee ; for in my wrath did I smite thee,

but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

11 And thy gates shall stand open con-

tinually, day and night shall they not be

closed, to bring unto thee the wealth of na-

tions, and their kings led (captive).

12 For the nation and the kingdom that

will not serve thee shall perish; and the na-

tions shall be utterly destroyed.

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto

thee, the fir, the C3press, and the box toge-

ther, to adorn the place of my sanctuary, aiid

the (resting) place of my feet will I glorify.

14 And then shall come unto thee bent

down the sons of those who aftlicted thee, and

there shall bow themselves down at the soles

of thy feet all thy revilers; and they shall

call thee, The city of the Lord, Zion of the

Holy One of Israel.

* Jonathan. Others, " then shall thou fear and re-

joice;" i <•. the suddcD joy will not permit the realiza-

tion of all tliiit happcn.s.
'' OthcfH, "wait," or "hope."
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15 Instead that thou wast forsaken and
hated, without one to pass through (thee),

will I render thee an excellency of everlasting,

a joy of all generations."

10 And thou shalt suck the milk of nations,

and the breast of kings shalt thou suck ; and
thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy
Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One
of Jacob.

17 Instead of the copper will I bring gold,

and instead of the iron will I bring silver, and
instead of wood copper, and instead of the

stones iron ; and I will set peace as thy
authorities, and righteousness as thy task-

masters.

18 There shall not be heard any more vio-

lence in thy land, wasting and destruction

Avithin thy boundaries ; but thou shalt call,

Salvation, thy walls, and thy gates, Praise.

19 The sun shall not be unto thee any
more for a light by day, and for brightness

shall the moon not give light unto thee; but

the Lord will be unto thee for a light of ever-

lasting, and thy God as thy glory.

20 Thy sun shall not go down any more,

and thy moon shall not be withdrawn; for

the Lord will be unto thee for a light of ever-

lasting, and ended shall be the days of thy
mourning.

21 And thy people—they all Avill be

righteous, for ever shall they possess the land,

the sprout of my planting, the work of my
hands, that I may glorify myself.

22 The little one shall become a thousand,

and the small, a mighty nation; I the Lord
will hasten it in its time.

CHAPTER LXI.

1 ^ The Spirit of the Lord Eternal is upon

me; because the Lord hath anointed me to

announce good tidings unto the meek; he

hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim to captives Liberty, and to pri-

soners Release;*

2 To proclaim a jear of favour of the

Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all mourners;'

3 To grant unto the mourners of Zion,

—

° Lit. " generation and peneration."
" Aben Kzra. Joseph Kimchi, " opening the prison."

Others, "bonds."
• God's justice is the safety of the righteous.
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to give unto them ornament in the place of

ashes, oil of joj in the place of mourning,

garments of praise in the place of a grieved

spirit; that they may be called, Oaks of

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that

he may be glorified.

4 And they shall build up the ancient

ruins, desolate places of former times shall

they raise up, and they shall renew ruined

cities, the desolate places of many generations.

5 And strangers shall stand and feed your
flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your
ploughmen and your vintners.

6 But ye—ye shall be called. Priests of the

LouD; Ministers of our God, shall be said

unto you : the wealth of nations shall ye con-

sume, and in their glory shall ye be placed as

possessors.*

7 In the place'' of your twofold shame,

—and the confusion of which they loudly

complained as their portion : therefore in their

land shall they possess a twofold (portion)

;

evei'lasting joy shall be granted unto them.

8 For I the Lord love justice, I hate rob-

bery with burnt-offering;" therefore will I

give them the recompense of their Avork in

truth, and an everlasting covenant will I

make with them.
9 And among the nations shall their seed

be known, and their offspring in the midst of

the people: all that see them shall acknow-
ledge them, that they are the seed whom the

Lord hath blessed.

10 ]y I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he
hath clothed me with the garments of salva-

tion, with the mantle of righteousness hath

he enveloped me; as a bridegroom decketh

himself with elegant attire ;'' and as a bride

adorneth herself with her bridal array.

11 For, as the earth bringeth forth her
growth, and as a garden causeth what is sown
therein to spring forth : thus will the Lord
Eternal cause righteousness and praise to

spring forth in the presence of all the na-

tions.

* Kashi, from "TO, "to exchange." Jonathan, "ye
shall enjoy yourselves." Others, "boast."

" Rashi. But Redak, " Instead of your shame ye shall

have twofold (reward), and instead of confusion, they

shall rejoice in their portion."

" Rashi. Jonathan makes ' Olah synonymous with

'Avluh, wickedness, "robbing with wickedness."

CHAPTER LXII.

1 For the sake of Zion Avill I not be silent,

and for the sake of Jerusalem will I not be

quiet; until its righteousness" go forth as the
brightness (of light), and its salvation as a
burning torch.

2 And nations shall see thy righteousness,

and all kings thy glory; and men shall call

thee by a new name, which the mouth of the

Lord shall pronounce.

3 And thou shalt be a crown of ornament
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem
in the hand of thy God.

4 Thou' shalt not be termed any more
" Foi'saken," and thy land shall not bo termed
any more " Desolate ;" for thou shalt be called,

"My delight in her" (Chephzi-bah), and thy
land, " Espoused" (Be'ulah) ; for the Lord will

have delight in thee, and thy land shall be
espoused.

5 For as a young man espouseth a virgin,

so shall thy sons espouse thee; and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so will

rejoice over thee thy God.

6 Over thy walls, Jerusalem, have I ap-

pointed watchmen, all the day and all the

night, continually, shall they not be silent;

ye that make mention of the Lord, take ye
no rest.

7 And give him no rest, until he have
established, and until he have set up Jerusar

lem as a praise on the earth.

8 Sworn hath the Lord by his right hand,
and by the arm of his strength, I will not give

thy corn any more as food for thy enemies,

and the sons of the stranger shall not drink
thy young wine for which thou hast laboured

;

9 But they who gather it shall eat it, and
praise the Lord; and they who bring it to-

gether shall drink it in the courts of my sanc-

tuary.

10 Tl Pass, pass through the gates, make
clear the way of the people, cast up, cast up
the highway, remove aAvay the stones, Uft up
a banner over^ the nations.

* Philippson, ".sanctifieth the head ornament;" render-

ing [HD" as " sanctifying." Rashi would give it, "clotheth
himself with the ornamental garments of the high-priest."

' Others, "happiness," )'. r. the result of righteousness.
' Sachs. Lit. "Then shall not be said of thee any

more," &c.

' Others, "for."
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11 Behold, the Lord hath caused to be

heard unto the ends of the earth, "Say ye to

the daughter of Zion, Behold, th}' .salvation

coineth; behold his reward is with him, and

his recompense before him."

12 And they shall call them, The holy

people, The redeemed of the Lord; and thou

shalt be called, Sought for, (Derusha,) The
city never forsaken.

CHAPTER LXIII.

1 ^ Who is this that cometh from Edom,
dyed red in his garments from Bozrah? this

—glorious in his apparel, moving along in the

greatness of his strength? "IavIio speak in

righteousness, mighty to save."

2 Why is redness on thy apparel, and
(why are) thy garments as of one that tread-

eth the wine-press?

3 "I have trodden the vat alone, and of

the nations there was no man wdth me; and
I trod them down in my auger, and I tram-

pled on them in my fury; and their blood

was sprinkled on my garments, and all my
raiments have I stained.

4 For the day of vengeance was in my
heart, and the year of my redeemed Avas

come.

5 And I looked, and there was no one to

help, and I was astonished, and there was
no one to support ; and then my own arm aided

me, and my fury—this it was that upheld

me.
6 And I stamped down nations in my an-

ger, and I made them drunken with my fury,

and brought down to the earth their victori-

ous strength."

7 The kindnesses of the Lord will I men-
tion, the praises of the Lord, in accordance

with all that the Lord hath bestowed on us,

and the abundant goodness toward the house

of Israel, whicli he hath bestowed on them
according to his mercies, and the abundance
of his kindness.

8 And he said, Surely they are my people,

children that will not lie; and he became to

them a Saviour.

* Rashi. Abcn Ezra, "blood." Sachs, "and I let

flow to thu larth their vital fluid." (See above, v. 3.)
^ Ka.shi, wlio eoninicnts, "The prophet complains, and

Bays in the language of entreaty, This day doth his peo-

ple remember in exile the ancient days, those of Moses."
Sa'adyah agrees also with this.
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9 In all their affliction he Avas afflicted,

and the angel of his presence saved them ; in

his love and in his pity he redeemed them

;

and he bore them, and he carried tliem all

the days of old.

10 I3ut they rebelled, and grieved liis holy

Spirit; and he changed himself to become
their enemy, and he himself fought against

them.

11 Then remembered his people*" the an-

cient days of Moses, Where is he that brought
them up out of the sea with the shepherd of
his flock? where is he that put within him
his holy Spirit?

12 That displayed" by the right hand of

Moses his glorious arm; that divided the

water Ijefore them, to make unto himself an
everlasting name?

13 That led them through the deeps, as

a horse through the wilderness, that they
should not stumble?

14 As a beast goeth down into the valley,

so did the spirit of the Lord bring them to

rest; thus didst thou guide thy people, to

make unto thyself a glorious name.
15 Look down from heaven, and behold,

from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy
glory: Avhere are thy zeal and thy might,

the j-earning of th}' bowels and of thy mercy
which are now restrained from me ?

16 For thou art our father; for Abraham
knoweth nothing of us, and Israel recogniseth

us not : thou, Lord, art our father, our Re-

deemer, from everlasting is thy name.
17 Why hast thou let us go astray Lord,

from thy w.aj's, suffered oiu* heart to be hard-

ened against thy fear? Return for the sake

of thy servants, the tribes of thy heritage.

18 But a brief space were thy holy people

in possession, when our adversaries trod down
thy saTictuary.

19 We are become as though we are those

over whom thou hast never ruled, over whom
thy name hath not been called. Oh'' that

thou mightest rend the heavens, come down;
at thy presence would mountains (then) melt

away.'"

" Lit. "led." After Rashi, "God let walk by 3Ioses

the arm of his strength at all times that he needed the

help of the Holy One."
'' This part of the verse is verse 1, chap. Ixiv. of the

English version.

' Philippson and Sachs, "tremble." (Sec Judges v. 5.)
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CHAPTER LXIV.

1 ^ As" fire is kiiidled on brushwood, as

water is made to bubble up by fire—to make
tliy name knc^vn to thy adversaries, that at

thy i^resence nations might tremble !

2 (As) when thou didst fearful deeds

which we had not looked for, thou camest

down, (while) at thy presence mountains
melted away

;

3 Yea ! what from the beginning of the

world men had not heard, not perceived by
their hearing; no eye (also) had seen a god

beside thee, who could do (the like) for the

one that waiteth for him.

4 Thou acceptest him that rejoiceth and
worketh righteousness, those that remember
thee in thy ways : behold, thou wast wroth,

for we had sinned on them continually ; and
can we thus be saved ?''

5 And we are become like an unclean man
all of us, and like a soiled garment all our

righteousnesses ; and we wither like a leaf all

of us; and our iniquities, like the wind, will

bear us away.
6 And there is none that calleth upon thy

name, that stirreth himself up to lay hold of

thee ; for thou hast hidden thy face from us,

and hast let us melt away, through the force""

of our iniquity.

7 But now, Lord, our father art thou;

w^e are the clay, and thou our fashioner; and
the work of thy hand are we all.

8 Be not wroth so very greatly, Lord,

and do not for ever remember (our) iniquity

:

behold, look, we beseech thee, thy people are

we all.

9 Thy holy cities are become a wilderness,

' In the original this chapter is the continuation of the

section commencing at Isiii. 7, and is therefore connect-

ed with the last verse ; thus, " before thee would moun-
tains melt away; as fire is kindled on brushwood," &c.

Kashi takes D'0"3n in the sense of a substance that is melt-

ed. Redak, " as the strong fire that is intended to melt
metals blazeth up." Rabbi Jonah apud Kimchi, " dry
straw."

'' Rashi renders this diflSeult verse so : " Thou didst re-

move those who were joyful to do righteousness, and in-

voked thee in their prayer after the attributes of thy

mercy ; behold, when thou wast angry with us for all the

sins which we ever committed, we were saved through
their prayer : (5) Wherefore now we are become," &e.

Heinemann, " Wert thou to meet the joyful and him that

doth right, they would remember thee in thy attributes

Zion is become a wilderness, Jerusalem a de-

solate place.

10 Our holy and our beautiful house where
our fathers praised thee, is burnt up with
fire: and all our costly things are become
ruins.

11 Wilt thou for these things refrain thy-

self, Lord? wilt thou be silent, and ailiict

us so very greatly ?

CHAPTER LXV.

1^1 allowed m3'self to be sought by those

that asked not ; I let myself be found by those

that sought me not : I said, Here am I, here

am I, unto a nation that called itself not"* by
my name.

2 I spread out my hands all the time unto

a rebellious people, that walk in the way
which is not good, after their own thoughts;

3 (To) the people that provoke me to

anger to my ftice continually; that sacrifice

in gardens" and burn incense upon (altare of)

brick,

4 That sit about among the graves, and
lodge in the vaults,'' that eat the flesh of the

swine, and (have) broth of abominations^ in

their vessels

;

5 That say, Stand by thyself, come not

near to me ; for I am holier than thou. These
are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth

all the time.

6 Behold, it is written before me ; I will

not keep silence, till I have recompensed,

yea, recompensed into their bosom,

—

7 Your iniquities and the iniquities of your
fathers together, saith the Lord, w^ho have
burnt incense upon the mountains, and upon
the hills have blasphemed me : and I will

—we would have been helpled ; but as thou wast angry,

we did sin through them perpetually." Sachs, " Wert
thou to meet one who joyfully doth what is right, who
think of thee in thy ways—behold, wert thou even angry

because we had sinned—we should be helped through

them for ever." Our version is after Philippson, who re-

fers Dn3 " on them" to " thy ways," meaning " for we had

sinned on God's ways," i. e. not heeding his commands.
° Jonathan, " and thou hast delivered us into the power

of our iniquities."

'' Rashi, " that desired not to be called by my name;"
i. e. Israel.

' i. e. To idols, as no sacrifice out of the temple could

be lawfully brought to God
' Eng. ver. "monuments." Philippson, "caverns."
' Philippson, " unclean animals."
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measure out their work at first into their

hosom.

8 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, As the new
wine is found in the cluster of grapes, and one

saitli, Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it: so

will I do for the sake of my servants, that I

will not destro}' the whole;

9 And I let come forth out of Jacob a seed,

and out of Judah an inhei'itor of my moun-
tains; and my elect shall inhei'it it, and my
servants shall dwell there.

10 And Sharon shall become a fold of

flocks, and the valley of 'Achor a resting-place

for herds, for my people that have sought me.

11 But ye who forsake the Lord, who for-

get my holy mountain, that set out a table for

the god of Fortune," and that fill for Destiny

the drink-offering :

—

12 Yea, I will destine you to the sword,

and all of you shall kneel down to the

slaughter; because when I called, ye did not

answer ; when I spoke, ye did not hear ; but

ye did what is evil in my eyes, and that

wherein I had no delight did ye choose.

13 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye

shall be hungry ; behold, my servants shall

drink, but ye shall be thirsty ; behold, my serv-

ants shall rejoice,butye shall be made ashamed

;

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy

of heart, but ye shall cry out from pain of

heart, and from a broken spirit shall ye howl

;

15 And ye shall leave behind your name
for an oath unto my elect ones, when the Lord

Eternal will slay thee ; but his servants will

he call by another name.
16 Whoever there be that blesseth himself

on the earth shall bless himself by the true

God; and that sweareth on the earth shall

swear by the true God ; because the former

troubles are forgotten, and because they are

hidden from my eyes.

17 For, behold, I will create new heavens

and a new earth ; and the former shall not be

remembered, nor come into mind ;*"

18 But be ye glad and rejoice unto all

eternity in what I create ; for, behold, I will

* 'M " Fortune," a doity worshipped by the ancients.

(See Gen. -xx.xii.) So also 'jo " Dostiny," " Fate." Eug.

version, "troop," "number." Kasbi, "according to the

number of tlie idol-priosta you fill basins with wine,"

taking "JD as "number."
^ Heb. "upon the heart."
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create Jerusalem for rejoicing, and her people
for gladness.

19 And I will rejoice over Jerusalem, and
be glad in my people : and there shall not be
heard in her any more the voice of weeping,
nor the voice of complaint."

20 There shall no more come* thence an
infant of few days, nor an old man that shall

not have the full length of his days ; for as a

lad shall one die a hundred years old; and as

a sinner shall be accursed who (dieth) at a
hundred years old.

21 And they shall build houses, and inha-

bit them ; and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat their fruit.

22 They shall not build, and another in-

habit; they shall not plant, and another eat;

for as the days' of a tree are the days of my
people, and the work of their hands shall my
elect wear out.

23 They shall not toil in vain, nor bring

forth unto an early death ;' for the seed of the

blessed of the Lord are they, and their off-

spring with them.

24 And it shall come to pass, that before

yet they call will I answer; and while they

are still speaking will I hear.

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed to-

gether, and the lion shall like the bullock eat

straw: and the serpent—dust shall be his

food. They shall not hurt nor desti'oy in all

my holy mountain, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER LXVI.

1 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, The heaven

is my throne, and the earth is my foot-stool

;

where is there a house that ye can build unto

me? and where is the place of my rest?

2 For all these things hath my hand made,

that all these things came into being, saith

the Lord; but upon such a one will I look,

upon the poor, and him who is of a contrite

spirit, and who trembleth at my word.

3 He that slaughtereth the ox^ sla3-eth a

man; he that sacriticeth a lamb, breaketh the

neck of a dog; he that oflereth a meat-ofler-

ing, (oflereth) swine's blood; he that burneth

' Lit. " crying."

"Lit. "be."
° t. e. " Age/' duration of life.

' Jonathan. Others, "terror," "trouble."

* See chap. i. ; the prophet reproves those who sacrifice

outwardly without the contrite spirit of verse 2.
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incense, blesseth an idol; yea, they have

made choice of their own ways, and in their

abominations doth their soul delight.

4 So will I also make choice of their mis-

fortune," and what they dread will I bring

upon them; because I called, and none did

answer; I spoke, and they did not hear; and

they did what is evil in my eyes, and that in

which I delighted not did they choose.

5 ^ Hear the word of the Lord, ye that

tremble at his Avord: Your brethren that

hated you, that cast you out for the sake of

my name,*" said, "Let the Lord be glorified;"

but he will appear to your joy, and they shall

be made ashamed.

6 (There is) a voice of tumult from the

cit}^ a voice from the temple, the voice of the

Lord who rendei'eth recompense to his ene-

mies.

7 Before she had travailed she brought

forth ; before yet her pain was come, she was
delivered of a man-child.

8 Who hath heard the like? who hath

seen such things? shall a land be made to

travail in one day? or shall a nation be

born at once? that Zion hath travailed, also

brought forth her children?

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause

to bring forth? saith the Lord; or shall I

who cause to bring forth, now prevent it?

saith thy God.

10 •[[ Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be

glad over her, all ye that love her; be delight-

ed with her, all ye that mourn for her.

11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied with

the breast of her consolations; that ye may
sip, and find pleasure from the abundance of

her glory.

12 ][ For thus hath said the Lord, Behold,

I will extend to her peace like a river, and like

a rapid stream the glory of nations, that ye
may suck; upon the arm shall ye be borne,

and upon knees shall ye be dandled.

' Jonathan. Others, "delusions," "child's play."
^ According to the Massorah, "for my sake" belongs

to the next sentence, thus: —"that cast you out said,

For my sake (i. e. that of each speaker) let the Lord be

glorified." Sachs and others, "Let the Lord be glorified,

that we may look on your joy—but they shall be put to

shame."
" Where the idols were placed.
'' Aben Ezra. But Rashi, "one company after the

other." Sachs, "behind one female," perhaps referring

to a "a priestess," and some peculiar ceremony not now

3Q

13 As one whom his mother comforteth,

so will I comfort you; and in Jerusalem shall

ye be comforted.

14 And ye shall see this, and your heart

shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish

like the grass; and then will be known the

hand of the Lord on his servants, and he

will be indignant toward his enemies.

15 For, behold, the Lord will come with

fire, and his chariots will be like the storm-

wind, to send forth his anger with fury, and
his threatening with flames of fire.

IG For by fire will the Lord judge, and by
his sword against all flesh: and many shall

be the slain of the Lord.

17 They that sanctify themselves, and
purify themselves for the gardens," behind

one tree* in the midst, they who eat the flesh

of the swine, and the abomination, and the

mouse, together shall they perish, saith the

Lord.

18 And I, because of their works and their

thoughts, will let it come to pass to gather all

the nations and tongues; and they shall come,

and shall see my glory.

19 And I will display a sign on them, and
I will send from them those that escape unto

the nations, Tharshish, Pul, and Lud, that

draw the bow, Thubal, and Javan, the isles

afar ofi', that have not heard my fame, and
have not seen my glory; and they shall pro-

claim my glory among the nations.

20 And they shall bring all your brethren

out of all nations as an oflering" unto the

Lord, upon horses, and in chariots, and in

litters, and upon mules, and upon dromeda-

ries,' to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith

the Lord, as the children of Israel bring the

ofl'ering in a clean vessel into the house of

the Lord.

21 And of them*^ also will I take for pi'iests

and for Levites, saith the Lord.

22 For as the new heavens and the new

known. Philippson, "behind one in the court," -[in or

"the interior;" and explains, that before they entered the

idol-gardens, one commenced and the others followed to

make the purification in the court.

^ See chap. xvii. 7.

' Eng. ver. "swift beasts."

« " From the nations that bring, and the Israelites

that are brought, will I take those again who are priesta

and Levites, but are now mingled up with the nations

through compulsion, and they shall serve before me."

—

Rashi.
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earth, wliicli I will make, shall have perma-

nence" before me, saith the Lord, so shall

exist permanently your seed and your name.
23 And it shall come to pass, that from I

one new moon to the other new moon, and

;

from one sabbath to the other sabbath, all I

flesh shall come to prostrate themselves be-

fore me, saith the Lord. i

24 And they shall go forth, and look upon

the carcasses of the men that have transgress-

ed against me; for their worm shall not die,

nor shall their fire be quenched; and they

shall be an abhorrence unto all flesh.

23 [And it shall come to pass, that from
one new moon to the other new moon, and
from one sabbath to the other sabbath, all

flesh shall come to prostrate themselves be-

fore me, saith the Lord.]

THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH,
n'OT nao.

CHAPTER L

1 ^ The words of Jeremiah*" the son of

Chilkiyahu, one of the priests that were in

'Anathoth in the land of Benjamin;
2 To whom the word of the Lord came

in the days of Josiah the son of Amon the

king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his

reign,

3 And who continued (prophet) in the

days of Jehoyakim the son of Josiah the king
of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year
of Zedckiah the son of Josiah the king of

Judah, until the carrying aAvay captive of

Jerusalem in the fifth month."

4 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

5 Before yet I had formed thee in thy mo-
ther's body I knew thee; and before thou wast
yet come forth out of the womb I sanctified

thee ; a prophet unto the nations did I ordain

thee.

6 And I said. Ah, Lord Eternal ! behold,

I know not how to speak ; for I am (but) a lad.

7 And the Lord said unto me, Say not,

' Jonathan.
' Properly, Ylrmri/ahu.
° This definition of his prophetic activity applies pro-

perly to the first thirty-nine chapters, which carry us to

the destruction of Jerusalem ; but as there were no kings

afterward, there was no means of designating his later ac-

tivity with reference to them. The end of this verse also

(specifies the date of the end nf Zcdekiah's reign, not that

of Jeremiah's prophecies.—After I'lULIPPSON.
' Zunz, "whithersoever."
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I am (but) a lad; but to whomsoever'^ I may
send thee shalt thou go, and whatsoever I

may command thee shalt thou .'^peak.

8 Be not afraid because of them ; for I am
with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.

9 And the Lord stretched forth his hand,
and touched (me) therewith on my mouth

j

and the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have
put my words in thy mouth.

10 See, I have appointed thee this day
over the nations and over the kingdoms, to

root out, and to pull down, and to destroy,

and to throw down; to build up, and to

plant.

11 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And
I said, A staff of an almond-tree do I see.

12 And the Lord said unto me. Thou hast

well seen; for I am watching" over my word
to perform it.

13 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me the .second time, saying. What seest thou?
And I said, A seething pot do I see; and the

front^ thereof is turned from the north.

14 And the Lord said unto me. Out of the

• There is in the Hebrew a play on the word -\pa

shaM-etl, "almond," identical in it« root with sliahkod,

"to hasten," "to watch intently;" wherefore the almond
was a proper type of the speedy fulfilment of the pro-

phecy. The almond-trcc is represented as blossoming and
producing very early.

' llashi renders, rl ses oniJes, "and its bubbling is

(urged) from the north side." But literally, the part

from which the contents are poured out. the front, is

turned toward Palestine from the north.
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north shall the evil bre.ak" forth over all the

inhabitants of the land,

15 For, lo, I will call unto all the families

of the kingdoms of the north, saith the Lokd;

and they shall come, and they shall set every

one his throne at tlie entrance of the gates of

Jerusalem, and upon all its walls round about,

and upon (those of) all the cities of Judah.

16 And I will call them to account'' touch-

ing all their wickedness, in that they have
forsaken me, and have burnt incense unto

other gods, and have bowed down unto the

works of their own hands.

17 But do thou gird up thy loins, and
arise, and speak unto them all that I may
command thee; be not dismayed because of

them, lest I humble thee before them.

18 But I, behold, I have made of thee this

day a fortified city, and an iron pillar, and
brazen walls over the whole land, against the

kings of Judah, against its jirinces, against its

priests, and against the people of the land.

19 And (although) they fight against thee,

they shall not prevail against thee ; for with

thee am I, saith the Lokd, to deliver thee.

CHAPTER II.

1 T[ And the word of the Lord came to

me, saying,

2 Go and call out before the ears of Jeru-

salem, saying. Thus hath said the Lord, I

remember" unto thee, the kindness of thy
youth, the love of thy espousals, thy going

after me in the wilderness, through a land

that is not sown.

3 A holy thing is Israel unto the Lord,

the first of his fruits: all that devour him
shall incur guilt; evil shall come over them,
saith the Lord.

4 ]{ Hear ye the word of the Lord,
house of Jacob, and all ye families of the

house of Israel.

5 Thus hath said the Lord, What fault did

3'our fathers find in me, that they went away
far from me, and walked after vanity, and
became vain?

6 That they said not, Where is the Lord
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt,

" Lit. "shall be opened."
^ Hashi. riiilippson, literally, "And I will pronounce

my judgmeuts over them."
" Philippson, "I remembered," "was," "devoured,"

"incurred," "came."

that led us through the wilderness, through
a land of deserts and of wildness,* through a

land of drought, and of tlie shadow of death,

through a land through which no one had
passed, and where no one had dwelt?

7 And I brought you into the land of

fruitful fields, to eat its fruit and its goodly"

products; but ye came and ye made unclean
my land, and my heritage j^e rendered an
abomination.

8 The priests said not. Where is the Lord ?

and they that handle*^ the law knew me not;

and the shepherds transgressed against me,
and the prophets prophesied in the name of
Ba'al, and after things that cannot profit did

they walk.

9 Therefore will I contend yet farther with
you, saith the Lord, and with your children's

children will I contend.

10 For pass over to the isles of the Chitt>-

ites, and see ; and unto Kedar send, and con-

sider well, and see if any thing like this hath
happened.

11 Hath a nation exchanged its gods,

which are yet no gods? and (still) my people

hath exchanged its glory for that which can
not profit.

12 Be astonished, ye heavens, at this,

and let your hair stand at an end, be ye
greatly terrified,'^ saith the Lord.

13 For two eA'ils have my people commit-
ted; me have they forsaken, the source of
living waters, to hew out for themselves cis-

terns, broken cisterns, that cannot hold water.

14 Is Israel a servant? or one born (to

servitude) in the house ? why hath he been
given up to plunder?

15 (That) over him young lions roared,

let their voice resound, and changed his land
into a waste, that his cities are burnt, left

without an inhabitant ?

16 Even the children of Noph and Thach-
panches have crushed the crown of thy head.

17 Hast thou not procured this unto thy-

self, through thy forsaking the Lord thy God,
while he was leading thee on the (right) way?

18 And now what'' hast thou to do on the

way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Shichor ?

* Jonathan. Rashi, " pit-falls."
• Zunz, " blessing."

' Jonathan, "the teachers of," &c. Rashi, "the judges."
* Rashi, " be as though j'ou were ruined."
' Zunz, " what hast thou obtained from the wav," &c.
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and what hast thou to do on the way of

Asshur, to drink the waters of the river ?

19 Thy own wickedness shall chastise

thee, and tliy backslidings shall correct thee;

and thou shalt know and see that evil and
bitter was thy forsaking the Lord thy God,

while the dread of me was not upon thee,

saith the Lord, Eternal of hosts.

20 Because from yore did I break thy yoke,

did I burst asunder thy bands; and thou

saidst, I will not transgress; nevertheless

upon every high hill and under every green

tree thou makest thy bed,* as harlot.

21 Yet I had planted thee as a branch of

a noble vine, wholly of the proper seed; but

how art thou changed unto me into a degene-

rate plant of an ignoble vine?

22 For though thou wash thyself with

natron,*" and take for thyself much soap : yet

would the stain of thy iniquity remaui before

me, saith the Lord Eternal.

23 How canst thou say, I am not become
unclean, after the Ba'alim have I not gone ?

see thy way in the valley, know what thou

hast done : (like) a swift dromedary bound
fast" to her wa^s

;

24 (Like) a wild ass used to the wildei*-

ness, that at her pleasure snnffeth up the

wind; her lust—who can turn this away? all

they that seek her will not weary themselves;

in her month will they find her.

25 " Prevent'' thy foot from being unshod,

and thy throat from being thirsty ;" but thou

saidst. It is useless;" no, for I have loved

strangers, and after them will I go.

26 As the thief is ashamed when he is

found, so have the house of Israel been made
ashamed ; they, their kings, their princes, and
their priests, and their prophets,

' Rashi ; but lledak, " thou wanderest about."
"' The iialron uf Egypt, which is found in several lakes

in the south-western part of the Dejta of the Nile, and

elsewhere; but not the nitrf. of commerce.
° i. e. Constantly pursuing the same path. The prophet

reproves Israel for their pronencss to idolatry, their disre-

gard of God's word, and their shameless desire to imitate

the customs of the Gentiles.
* Lit. " Witiiliold thy foot from biircfootedness, and thy

throat from tliirst." Jonathan, " Withdniw thy foot from

a union with the nations, and thy mouth from the wor-

bhipping i>f their errors."

* r. e. The prophetic advice is useless.

' Jonathan. lUislii, " We arc severed (from thee");"

Kcilak, "We have dominion, we will not," &c. Meua-
chcm, "We are come down," j'. e. from our greatness.
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27 Who say to the wood. Thou art my
father ; and to the stone. Thou hast brought
us forth; for they have turned their back
unto me, and not their face; but in the time
of their misfortune Avill they say, Arise, and
save us.

28 But where are then thy gods that thou
hast made for thyself ? let them arise, if they
can save thee in the time of thy mi.sfortune

;

for equal to the number of thy cities were thy
gods, Judah.

29 ^ Wherefore will ye contend with me?
all of you have transgressed against me, saith

the Lord.

30 To no purpose have I smitten your
children ; correction they accepted not : your
sword hath devoured your prophets, like a

destroying lion.

31 O (present) generation, regard ye the

word of the Lord. Have I been a wilderness

unto Israel ? a land of deep darkness ? where-

fore say my people, We wander about ;^ we
cannot come any more unto thee ?

32 Can a virgin forget her ornament, or a
bride her decorations ?* yet my people have
forgotten me days without number.

33 Why ornamentest thou thy wa}' to seek

for love ? truly even to the worst hast thou

used thyself as thy ways.''

34 Also on thy skirts is found the blood of

the souls of the innocent needy ones; not

while breaking in (thy house) didst thou find

them ; but for all these things.'

35 Yet thou sayest. Yea, I am inno-

cent, surely his anger is already turned away
from me. Behold, I will hold judgment
with thee, because thou sayest, I have not

sinned.

36 Why makest thou thyself so very

» Michlol Yophi, " necklaces and other jewels which

arc bound or clasped on." Philippson, "girdle."
'' Iliishi. Philippson, " Why allegost thou thy way to

be good to acquire love?" (meaning that the Israelites said

they had not sinned, and lience deserved divine favour;)
" truly, even on bad acts hast thou accustomed thy ways."

Zunz, "Truly, even the worst hast thou taught to know
thy ways." So also Jonathan and Redak, taking the

feminine nij'"'n "s signifying natiims.

' After Kashi, who explains the last words, "because

they had reproved thee." It is only necessary to call to

mind the murder of Zeehariah and the ill-usage of the

prophet himself. The death of a thief slain while breaking

into a house was not punishable. (See Esod. xxii. 1.)

]5ut Redak connects this with the following, thus, " Yet

for all these things—thou hast said," &c.
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low' to change thy way? also because of

Egypt shalt thou be made ashamed, as thou

wast put to shame because of Assyria.

37 Also from this one'' shalt thou go forth,

with thy hands (clasped) over thy head ; for

the Lord hath rejected those on whom thou

trustest and thou shalt not prosper wdth them.

CHAPTER III.

1 One could say," Behold, if a man send

away his wife, and she go from him, and be-

come another man's, can he return unto her

again ? would not that land be greatly pol-

luted? and thou hast played the harlot with

many companions, and wilt yet return to me,

saith the Lord.

2 Lift up thy eyes unto the mountain-tops,

and see where tliou hast not been lain with.

On public roads hast thou sat for them, as

the Arab in the wilderness; and thou hast

polluted the land with thy incests and with

thy wickedness.

3 And (though) the early showers were
withholdeu, and the latter rain came not : yet

hadst thou a forehead of an incestuous wife,

thou refusedst to feel shame.

4 Wilt thou not* from this time call out

unto me. My father, the guide of my youth

art thou ?

5 Will he bear grudge for ever ? will he
keep it to eternity? Behold, thou hast spoken

(this,) and yet hast done the things that are

evil as much as thou wast able.

6 ^ And the Lord said unto me in the

days of Josiah the king. Hast thou seen what
backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone

upon ever}' high mountain and under every

green tree, and hath played the harlot there.

7 And I thought that after she had done
all these things, she would return unto me.
But she returned not. iV-ud this saw her

treacherous sister Judah.

8 And I saw, that, although because back-

sliding Israel had committed adultery I had
sent her awaj', and given her bill of divorce

" Il;ishi and Jonathan. Redak, who is followed by
Zunz, Eng. version, and others, " Why gaddcst thou
about."—" Egypt and Assyria"—the early kings relied for

help on Assyria, the later ones on Egypt, and both were
the cause of evil to Israel and Judah.

''
i. e. Egypt or the nations in general; but Redak,

" from this place," i. e. Palestine or Jerusalem.
" See Deut. xxiv. 4.

unto her, still treacherous Judah her sister

feared not, but went and played herself the

harlot also.

9 And it came to pass through her giddy in-

cest, that she defiled the land, and committed

adultery with stone and with wood.

10 And yet with all this her treacherous

sister Judah hath not returned unto me with

all her heart, but with falsehood, saith the

Lord.

11 ]y And the Lord said unto me, The back-

sliding Israel hath justified herself through'

the treacherous Judah.
12 Go and proclaim these Avords toward

the north, and say. Return, thou backsliding

Israel, saith the Lord ; I will not cause my
anger to fall upon you; for I am full of kind-

ness, saith the Lord, I will not bear grudge

for ever.

13 Only acknowledge thy iniquity, that

against the Lord thy God thou hast rebelled,

and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers

under every green tree, and that unto my
voice ye have not hearkened, saith the Lord.

14 Return, backsliding children, saith

the Lord ; for I am become your husband ;'

and I will take you one of a city, and two of

a family, and bring you to Zion :

15 And I will give you shepherds after

my own heart, and they shall feed you wdth

knowledge and understanding.

16 And it shall come to pass, when ye

multiply and increase in the land, in those

days, saith the Lord, that men shall not say

any more, "The ark of the covenant of the

Lord;" nor shall it come any more to mind;

nor shall they remember it; nor shall they

mention it; nor shall any thing be done'' any
more (with it).

17 At that time shall they call Jerusalem,

The throne of the Lord ; and all the nations

shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the

Lord, to Jerusalem : and shall they walk not

any more after the stubbornness of their evil

heart.

'' Rashi, who regards this verse as a wish expressed by

God that Israel might repent. But Zunz, " Is it not so,

from that time thou calledst me, My father," &c.

' Others, " more than."
' Redak, "though I had rejected you;" as if it were

'nSi'J " Family" of nations, i. e. a people.

s Zunz, literally, " nor shall (any such) be made again;"

alluding to the absence of the ark in the second temple.
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18 T[ In those da^-s shall the house of Ju-

<lah walk with the house of" Israel, aud they

shall come together out of the land of the

north unto the land that I have given for an
inheritance unto your fithers.

19 But I had tliought, Hoav shall I esta-

l)lish'' thee among the (other) sons (of man),
and give thee a desirable land, a heritage of

glory of the hosts'" of nations? and I thought.

My father, thou w'ouldest call me, and that

from me thou wouldest not turn away.
20 But truly as a wife treacherously de-

parteth from her husband, so have ye dealt

treacherously with me, house of Israel,

saith the Lord.

21 A voice is now heard upon the moun-
tain-tops, the supplicatory Aveeping of the

children of Israel; for they have perverted

their way, they have forgotten the Lord their

God.
22 Return, ye backsliding childi'en, I will

heal your blackslidings. "Behold, we come
unto thee ; for thou art the Lord our God.

2.3 Truly deceptive was (what we hoped
for) from the hills, and the multitude on the

mountains ;"" truly in the Lord our God is the

salvation of Israel.

2-i And shame hath devoured the acquisi-

tion of our fathers from our youth; their

flocks and their herds, their sons and their

daughters.

25 We lie down in our shame, and our
confusion covereth us; for against the Lord
our God have we sinned, we and our fathers,

from our youth even until this day; and Ave

have not hearkened to the voice of the Lord
our God."

CHAPTER IV.

1 If thou wilt return, Israel, saith the

Lord, unto me must thou return; and if thou
wilt put away thy alwminations out of my
sight, then shalt thou not wander about (any

more)

.

2 And if thou wilt swear, As the Lord
liveth, in truth, in justice, and in righteous-

* Zunz gives, "How shall I endow thee with children."
' Zunz, after Jonathan, "which is an ornament among

the ornaments of nations."
' Uodak. But Philippson, "Deceptive is what (cometh)

from the hills, but iioiso what cometh from the mountains."
Mills ami mountains denote the places where idols were
worshippeil.
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ness: then shall nations bless themselves in

him,** and in him shall they glorify them-
selves.

3 T[ For thus hath said the Lord to the
men of Judah and to Jerusalem, Plough up
your fallow ground, that ye may not sow
among thorns.

4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and
remove the obduracy of your heart, ye
men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem:
lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn so

that none can quench it, becau.se of the evil

of your doings.

5 Tell ye in Judah, and publi.'^h in Jeru-

salem; and say, BIoav ye the cornet in the

land : call out, gather together,^ and say, As-

semble yourselves, and let us go into the for-

tified cities.

6 Set up the standard toward Zion; save

yourselves by flight, stay not; for evil do I

bring from the north, and a great destruction.

7 The lion is come up from his thicket,

and the destroyer of nations hath conmienced
his march, he is gone forth from his place; to

make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall

be laid waste, left without an inhabitant.

8 For this gird yourselves Avith sackcloths,

lament and Avail; for the fierce anger of the

Lord is not turned aAvay from us.

9 And it shall come to pass on that day,

saith the Lord, that the heart of the king

and the heart of the princes shall fail; and
the priests shall be astonished, and the pro-

phets shall Avonder.

lU Then said I, Ah, Lord Eternal! surely

thou hast greatly deceiA'ed this people and
Jerusalem, saying. Ye shall haA'e peace;

Avhereas the sAVord reacheth unto the soul.

11 At that time shall l)e announced to this

people and to Jerusalem a dry wind from the

mountain-peaks in the Avililerness. (coming)

on the road to the daughter of my people;

not to AvinnoAv, nor to cleanse (the corn),'

12 A strong^ Avind from these places shall

come unto me: noAv also Avill I mjsclf pro-

nounce judgment against them.

' t. e. Israel, the nation represented as one individual.

' Philippson and others, "called out aloud."
' After llashi; meaning, the enemy .-^hall come as the

dry desert wind sweeps over the land, too strong for mere
winnowing and cleansing the corn.

' llashi, "A wind full of these (punishments) shall

come."
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13 Behold, like clouds shall he come up,

aud like a whirlwind shall be his chariots:

swifter than eagles are his horses. " Wo unto

us! for we are wasted."

14 Wash from wrong doing thy heart,

Jerusalem, in order that thou niayest be

saved. How long wilt thou let lodge within

thee the thoughts of thy wickedness?

15 For a voice declareth from Dan, and
publisheth unhappiness from the mountain of

Ephraim. •

16 Make ye mention of it to the nations;

behold, let it be heard against Jerusalem, that

beleaguerers come from a lar-off country, and
send forth their voice against the cities of

Judah.
17 As keepers of a field are they against

her round about; because against me hath

she been rebellious, saitli the Lord.

18 Thy way and thy doings have procured

these things unto thee; this is thy wicked-

ness, which is so bitter, which so reacheth

unto thy heart.

19 ^ My bowels, my bowels! I am shaken,

at the very chambers of my heart ; my heart

beateth tumultuously in me; I cannot remain
silent; because the sound of the cornet hast

thou heard, my soul, the alarm of war.

20 Ruin upon ruin is called out; for the

whole land is wasted : suddenly are my tents

wasted, and in a moment, my curtains.

21 How long shall I see the standard, hear

the sound of the cornet?

22 ^ "Because my people is foolish, me
have they not known; sottish children are

they, and they have not any understanding:

wise are they to do evil, but how to do good
they do not know."

23 I look at the earth, and, lo, it is with-

out form and void; and towai'd the heavens,

and their light is gone.

2-4 I look at the mountains, aud, lo, they
tremble, and all the hills are moved.

25 I look, and, lo, there is no man, and all

the birds of the heavens are fled.

26 I look, and, lo, the fruitful country is a

wilderness, and all its cities are laid waste
at the presence of the Lord, because of the

fiei'ceness of his anger.

* Zunz and others, "purple." Others, "crimson."

'After Zunz; but literally, "fatigued;" but when a

person is exhausted in a contest he must succumb to the

assailants. Redak, "I am weary to bear the great grief

27 ^ For thus hath said the Lord, Deso-

late shall be the whole land; yet a full end
will I not make.

28 ^ For this shall mouni the earth, and
black shall be the heavens above; because I

have spoken it, I have purposed it, and I will

not repent, and I will not tuni back from it.

29 T[ From the noise of horsemen aud
those that shoot with the bow fleeth the

whole city ; they go into thickets, and climb
up upon the rocks: every city is forsaken,

and not a man dwelleth therein.

30 And thou, O wasted one, what wilt

thou do? Though thou clothe thyself with
scarlet,* though thou adorn thyself with orna-

ments of gold, though thou encircle with
paint thy eyes : in vain shalt thou make thy-

self beautiful ; the adulterers will despise thee,

thy life will they seek.

31 For a voice as of a woman in travail

have I heard, the anguish as of one that

bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the

daughter of Ziou, that groaneth, that spread-

eth out her hands, (saying,) " Wo is me now

!

for my soul succumbeth'' to the murderers."

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ Roam about through the streets of

Jerusalem, and see now, and notice, and
search in its broad places, if 3'e can find one
man, if there be one that executeth justice,

that searcheth for truth : and I will jiardon it.

2 And though they say, " As the Lord liv-

eth !" surely they only swear to a falsehood.

3 Lord, are not thy eyes (directed) to

the truth? thou didst strike them, but they
felt it not ; thou didst make an end" of them

;

(yet) they refused to accept correction ; they
made their faces harder than a rock; they
refused to return.

4 Yet I myself thought, Oh these are but

poor; they are foolish; for they know not the

Avay of the Lord, the ordinance of their God.

5 I had better go unto the great men, and
let me speak with them; for these surely

know the way of the Lord, the ordinance of

their God; but these altogether have broken
the yoke,'' burst .the bands.

6 Therefore slayeth them the lion out of

which overwhelmeth me because of the multitude of mur-
derers."

° Redak, "thou broughtest them near to destruction."
'' The yoke of God, t. e. obedience to his will.
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the forest, the wolf of the deserts wasteth

them, the leopard lieth in wait against their

cities; every one that conicth out thence shall

be torn in pieces; because many are their

transgressions, very numerous are their back-

slidings.

7 How shall I for this pardon thee? thy
children have forsaken me, and sworn by
those that are not gods : when I had fed them
to the full, they then committed adultery,

and assembled themselves by troops in the

harlot's house.

8 As robust horses they rose by times* in

the morning: every one neighed after the

wife of his neighbour.

9 Shall I not for these things inflict punish-

ment? saith the Lord: and shall on a nation

such as this my souP not be avenged?
10 ^f Scale ye her walls," and destroy;

but make not a full end : remove her young
shoots;'' for they are not the Lord's.

11 For the house of Israel and the house
of Judah have dealt very treacherously

against me, saith the Lord.

12 They have denied the Lord, and said,

"He existeth not; nor will evil come over us;

and the sword and fiimine shall we not see.

13 And the prophets shall become wind,

and the word* is not in them:" thus' shall it

be done unto them.

14 ]f Therefore thus hath said the Lord
the God of hosts. Because ye speak this word,
behold, I will make my words in thy mouth
to be a fire, and this people wood, and it shall

devour them.

15 Lo, I will bring over you a nation from
afar, O house of Israel, saith the Lord: it is a
mighty nation, it is a most ancient nation, a
nation whose language thou wilt not know,
and thou wilt not understand what they
speak.

IG Their quiver is as an open sepulchre;

they are all mighty men.
17 And they shall consume thy harvest,

and thy bread; they shall consume thy sons

' Rashi and llodak. Others derive D'Dt?D from yi/n

"Arabian," or "of Meshecb." "Robust" is rendered by
others " well-fed."

' Philippaon, sinipl}', ".shall I not avenge myself"
• Rashi, "Go into her plains," &c.
^ Rendered elsewhere, "tendrils." Jonathan, "pa-

laces." Redak, "battlements."
• Zunz, " for he (God) speakcth not through them."

I'hilippsun, "there is not in them be that speaketh."
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and thy daughters; they shall consume thy
flocks and thy herds; they shall consume thy
vines and thy fig-trees; they shall depopulate*

thy fortified cities, those wherein thou trust-

edst, with the sword.

18 Nevertheless even in those days, saith

the Lord, will I not make a full end of \ou.

19 And it shall come to pass, when }e will

say. For what reason hath the Lord our God
done all these things unto us? that thou shalt

say unto them. In the same manner as ye
have forsaken me, and served strange gods in

your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a
land that is not yours.

20 ^ Announce this in the house of Jacob,

and puVjlish it in Judah, saying,

21 Do now hear this, O foolish people, who
have no heart; who have eyes, and see not;

who have ears, and hear not;

22 Will ye not fear me? saith the Lord;
will ye not tremble at my presence, who have
placed the sand as a bound for the sea by an
everlasting law,"" which it can never pass over?

and though the waves thereof be uphea-ved,

yet can they not prevail; though they roar,

yet can they not pass over it.

23 But this people hath a stubborn and a

rebellious heart; they have departed (from

the right) and have gone their way.
24 And they say not in their heart. Let us

now fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain,

the early and the latter rain, in its season:

the appointed weeks' of the harvest doth he

ever preserve for us.

25 Your iniquities have turned away these

things, and your sins have withholden what
is good from you.

26 For there are found among my people

wicked men : they lie in Avait. as he that lay-

eth'' snares; they set a trap, they catch men.
27 As a coop is full of birds, so are their

houses full of deceit: therefore are they be-

come great, and grown rich.

28 They are grown fat,' they are stout;

yea, they surpass even the deeds of the wick-

' {. e. What has been denouneed.
' Zunz, literally, "impoverish," i. e. of men.

Zunz and others, freely, "as an everlasting barrier."

' Michlol Yophi, "the oaths coneerning the laws of

harvest will he ever keep for us." (See Gen. viii. 22.)
' Redak. Rashi, "as the steel trap biteth," i". c. seizes

with violence the leg of an animal and wounds it.

' Parallel of Deut. xxxii. 15. Rashi, "They surpass,"

with "they even commit," Zunz, "they overflow with."
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ed: they pronounce no (just) sentence, the

sentence of the fatherless, that they might'

prosper; and the cause of the needy do they

not judge.

29 Shall I not for these things inflict

punishment? saith the Lord: or shall on a

nation such as this my soul not be avenged?

30 Tf An astonishing and horrible thing is

committed in the land;

31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the

priests bear rule by their means; and my
people love to have it so; but what will ye

do in the end thereof?

CHAPTER VI.

1 Assemble, ye children of Benjamin, to

tlee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and in

Tekoa blow the cornet, and on Beth-hakke-

rem set up a fire signal; for evil is seen

(coming) out of the north, and great havoc.

2 The comely and the delicate, the daugh-

ter of Zion do I destroy.

3 Unto her shall come shepherds with

their flocks; they shall pitch their tents

against her round about; they shall feed off

every one his own place.

4 Prepare ye war against her! "Arise,

and let us go up at noon. Wo unto us! for

the day waneth, for the shadows of the even-

ing are stretched out.

5 Arise, and let us go up by night, and let

us destroy her palaces."

6 ][ For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

Cut ye down trees, and cast up a mound
against Jerusalem: this is the city whose

time of punishment is come ; she is full of op-

pression in her midst.

7 As a well sendeth forth its waters, so

doth she cause her wickedness to spring forth

:

violence and robbery are heard in her ; in my
presence there are continually disease and
wounds.*"

8 Be thou instructed," Jerusalem, that

my soul tear itself not away from thee; that

' Rashi. Others, "yet are they (the wicked) prosper-

ous."
" Philippson, "wounds and blows," which the wicked

inflirt on the innocent.
° Zunz, "Improve thyself."

*
i'. e. The vintner moves his hand backward and forward

till he has filled his baskets ; so shall be done to Israel,

destroying multitudes on multitudes.
' "It is easy for the false prophets to utter with their

3 R

I render thee not desolate, a land which is

not inhabited.

9 Tl Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

They shall thoroughly glean like a vine the

remnant of Israel : carry back thy hand as a

grape-gatherer frequently to the baskets.''

10 To whom shall I speak, and give warn-

ing, that they may hear? behold, their ear is

uncircumcised, and they cannot be attentive:

behold, the word of the Lord is become unto

them a reproach ; they have no delight in it.

11 And I am full of the fur}' of the Lord;

I am weary with sustaining it: (I must) pour

it out over the child in the street, and over

the assembly of young men together; for even

the husband with the wife shall be seized, the

aged with him that is full of days.

12 And their houses shall be transferred

unto others, fields and wives together; for I

will stretch out my hand over the inhabitants

of the land, saith the Lord.

13 For froni their least even unto their

greatest, evei'y one is given to c'ovetousness

;

and from the prophet even unto the priest

every one practiseth falsehood.

14 And they heal the breach of the daugh-

ter of my people very lightly," saying, Peace,

peace ; when there is no ^seace.

15 They should have been ashamed, be-

cause they had committed an abomination;

but they neither felt the least shame, nor

did they know how to blush : therefore shall

they fall among those that fall ; at the time

that I punish their sin shall they stumble,

saith the Lord.

16 Tf Thus hath said the Lord, Place your-

selves on the ways, and see, and ask after the

ancient paths, where is the way which is

good, that ye may walk thereon, and find rest

for your soul. But they said, We will not

walk (thereon).

17 Then did I set watchmen*^ over you, (say-

ing,) Listen to the sound of the cornet. But
they said, We will not hsten.

mouth and say, Ye shall have peace, and to heal by

their speaking the breach which is coming over them."

—

Rashi. This false security, however, was the reverse of

a cure, as it hastened the downfall which might otherwise

have been averted.
' Watchmen denote the prophets who are to warn the

people of coming danger, just as sentinels are placed by
an army to guard against surprise. The danger to Israel

is sin, its consequences-destruction.
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18 Therefore hear, ye nations, and know,
O assembly, what (guilt)" is among them.

19 Hear, earth! behold, I will bring evil

upon this people, the fViiit of their thoughts

;

because unto ray words have they not been

attentive, and as regardeth my law,—that

have they despised.

20 To what purpose serveth me the frank-

incense which Cometh from Sheba, and the

sweet cane from a for-ofF country ? your burnt-

oflerings are not acceptable, and your sacri-

fices are not agreeable unto me.
21 Therefore thus hath said the Lord, Be-

hold, I will place before this people stumbling-

blocks, and thereon shall stumble the fathers

and tiie sons together, the neighbour and his

friend, and they shall perish.

22 ^f Thus hath said the Lord, Behold, a

people is coming from the north country, and
a great nation shall wake up from the farthest

ends of the earth.

23 BoAv and spear shall they firmly grasp

;

cruel are they, and will have no mercy; their

voice roareth like the sea ; and upon horses

do they ride ; set in array as one man for the

war, against thee, daughter of Zion.

24 We have heard the fame of him—our
hands grow feeble : anguish hath taken hold

of us, pain, as of a woman in giving birth.

25 Go not forth into the field, on the road

must 3-e not walk; for (there is) the sword of

the enemy, terror on every side.

26 daughter of my people, gird thyself

with sackcloth, and roll thyself in the ashes

:

a mourning as for an only son prepare unto
thee, a most bitter lamentation ; for suddenly
will the destroyer come over us.

27 I have set thee for a tower'' and a fort-

ress among my people, that thou mayest
know and probe their way.

28 They all are grievous revolters, going
about as talebearers, copper and iron ; they
all are corrupt.

* Jonathan. Obcrnick, " what shall be done on them."
' So Rushi; but the moderns conceive jnu to be "an

as.saycr;" ti"3n not a •'fortress," but " metallic ore,"—s.iy

here, "gold," or "silver." Hence Zunz, "I have ap-

pointed thee an assaycr among my people—the ore—that

thou mayest know and probe their way," &c. The prophet

is to decide on their worthiness by seeing whether they

follow his advice or not. Hence they are condemned, in

V. "JT, for being rebellious against God and false to man,
as ignoble metals—copper and iron.

° inj rendered here " burnt," is found in Job xxzix.
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29 The bellows are burnt," by the fire the

lead** is consumed ; in vain the melter refineth

;

for the wicked are not separated away.
30 Eefuse silver men call them; because

the Lord hath rejected them.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ The word that came to Jeremiah from
the Lord, saying,

2 Place thyself in the gate of the house of

the Lord, and proclaim there this word, and
say, Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Ju-
dah, that enter in by these gates to bow down
before the Lord.

3 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, Amend your Avays and 3-our

deeds, and I will permit you to dwell in this

place.

4 (But) do not rely on the words of false-

hood, sa^dng. The temple of the Lord, The
temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord,

(as) they (say).'

5 For if ye thoroughly- amend your wa\-s

and your deeds; if ye thoroughly execute jus-

tice iDetween a man and his neighbour

;

6 If ye oppi'css not the stranger, the father-

less, and the widow, and shed not innocent

blood in this place, and walk not after other

gods to your own hurt

:

7 Then will I permit you to dwell in this

l^lace, in the land that I have given to your
fathers, from eternity to eternit}-.

8 Behold, ye rely on the words of false-

hood, that cannot profit.

9 How ? will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense

unto Ba'al, and walk after other gods of

which 3'e have had no knowledge

;

10 And (then) come and stand before my
presence in this house, which is called^ by my
name, and say, " We are delivered ;" in order

to do all these abominations ?

11 Is then this house, which is called by

20, where it means "the snorting" of the horse; hence,

Philippson, " the bellows puff."
'' " The lead" here spoken of was mixed with the sil-

ver, as mercury is now, to separate it in a pure state
;

hence the metaphor will be readily understood : the labour

of purification will be in vain, as the dross (the wicked)

will not be thereby separated from the pure metal (the

good).
• llcdak, after whom Zunz. ; but Obernick fakes Don

for njn " is here," " the temple is here."

' Heb. "whereupon my name is called."
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my name, become a den of robbers in j^our

eyes? (But) I also, behold, I have seen it,

saith the Lord.

12 For go ye now unto mv place which
was in Shiloh, where I caused my name to

dwell at the first," and see what I did unto

it because of the wickedness of my people

Israel.

13 And now, whereas ye have done all

these acts, saith the Lord, and I spoke unto

you, rising up early and speaking, while ye
would not hear; and I called you, but ye
would not answer

:

14 Therefore will I do unto this house,

which is called by my name, whereon ye rely,

and unto the place which I have given to

vou and to your fothers, as I have done to

Shiloh.

15 And I will cast you out of my presence,

as I have cast out all your brethren, all the

seed of Ephraim.

16 Tl But thou—pray not thou for this

people, nor lift up in their behalf entreaty'' or

prayer, nor make intercession" to me ; for I

will not hear thee.

17 Dost thou not see what they are doing

in the cities of Judah and in the streets of

Jerusalem ?

18 The children gather wood, and the

fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead
dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven,

and to pour out drink-ofierings unto other

gods, in order to ])rovoke me to anger.

19 Do they provoke me to anger? saith

the Lord, (and) not themselves, to the shame
of their own faces ?

20 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Behold my anger and my fury shall

be poured out upon this place, over man, and
over beast, and over the trees of the field, and
over the fruit of the ground; and it shall

burn, and it shall not be quenched.
21 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, Add your burnt-ofterings unto
your peace-sacrifices, and eat the fiesh thereof

22 For I spoke not with your fathers, and
I commanded them not ou the day of my

" Before the temple of Jerusalem was built. Rashi
refers the prophet's allusion to the events in the time of

'Eli.

^ Philippson. Redak, "cry."
' Zunz, "urge me not;" i. e. " ask not urgently."

bringing them out of the land of Egypt,^ con-

cerning bunit-oflering or sacrifice

;

23 But this thing did I conmiand them,

saying. Hearken to my voice, and I will be

unto 3'ou for a God, and ye shall be unto me
for a people ; and walk ye altogether' on the

Avay which I may command you, in order

that it may be well unto you.

24 Yet they hearkened not, and inclined

not their ear ; but walked in the counsels, in

the stubbornness of their evil heart; and they
went backward, and not forward :

25 Since the day that your fathers came
forth out of the land of Egypt until this day

;

and I sent unto you all my servants the pro-

phets, sending them daily in the morning
early

;

26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, and
inclined not their ear; but they hardened
their neck; they did worse than their fixthers.

27 And if thou speak unto them all these

words ; and they Avill not hearken to thee

;

and if thou call unto them, and they will not

answer thee

:

28 Then shalt thou say unto them. This is

the nation that hearken not to the voice of

the Lord their God, and accept not cori'ec-

tion; lost is the truth, and is obliterated

from their mouth. .

29 ^ Cut oft' thy flowing hair, and cast it

away, and take up on mountain-tops a lament-

ation ; for rejected hath the Lord and forsaken

the generation of his wrath.

30 For the children of Judah have done^

what is evil in my e}es, saith the Lord : they
have set up their abominations in the house

which is called by my name, to pollute it.

31 And they have built the high-places of

Thojihet, which is in the valley of Ben-hin-

nom, to burn their sons and their daughters

in the fire ; which I had not commanded, and
which never came into my mind.*^

32 Tl Therefore, behold days are coming,

saith the Lord, that it shall not be called any
more Thophet, or The valley of Ben-hinnom,
but The valley of slaughter; and they shall

bury in Thophet, for want of room.

^ " The first condition was only, ' If you will hearken to

my voice and keep my covenant, then shall 3-ou be to me
a peculiar treasure' (Exod. xix. 5.)"

—

Rasui.
" Lit. "on all the way."
' Lit. "heai-t."
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33 And the carcasses of this people shall

become food unto the fowls of the heavens,

and unto the beasts of the earth; with none

to chase them away.

34 And I will cause to cease from the

cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jeru-

salem, the voice of gladness, and the voice of

joy, the voice of the bridegroom, and the

voice of the bride ; for a desert shall the land

become.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 At that time, saith the Lord, shall they

bring out the bones of the kings of Judah,

and the bones of his princes, and the bones

of the priests, and the bones of the prophets,

and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

out of their graves.

2 And they shall spread them out before

the sun, and the moon, and all the host of

heaven, which they have loved, and which
they have served, and after which they have
walked, and which tliey have sought, and to

which they have prostrated themselves; they

shall n<;t be gathered up, and they shall not

be buried; dung upon the face of the ground
shall they become.

3 And death shall be preferable to life, for

all the residue of those that are left of this

evil fixmily, who are left in all the places

whither I shall have driven them, saith the

Loud of hosts.

4 And thou shalt say unto them, Thus
hath said the Lord, Shall they fall, and not

arise? will he turn away," and not return?

5 Why then remaineth this people, Jeru-

salem, rebellious by a perpetual backsliding?

they hold fast on deceit, they refuse to return.

G I listened and heard, but they would not

speak aright; no man repented him of his

wickedness, saying, What have I done ? every

one turned again to his course, as the impetu-

ous horse in the battle.

7 Yea, the stork*" in the heavens knoweth
her appointed times; and the turtle, and the

swallow, and the crane ob.serve the time of

their coming home; but my people know not

the ordinance of the Lord.

' Kasbi, " will he (God) not turn from the evil decree

if he (the people) return ?"

' The migratory tiirds always return at certain seasons.
" Redak ; but i'hilipp.son, "Vainly laboured the vain

style of the writers." llashi, " It is for falsehood to make
5S2

8 How can ye say, We are wise, and the
law of the Lord is with us ? Truly, behold in

vain wrought"" the pen, in vain the writers.

9 The wise men are ashamed, they are

dismayed and caught : lo, the word of the Lord
have they rejected; and what wisdom have
they (now)?

10 Therefore will I give their wives unto
others, their fields to conquerors ;'' for from
the least even unto the greatest, every one is

seeking his own gain ; from the prophet even
unto the priest every one practiseth false-

hood.

11 And they heal the breach of the daugh-
ter of my people very lightly, saying, Peace,

peace ; when there is no peace.

12 They should have been ashamed, be-

cause they had committed abomination ; but

they neither felt the least shame, nor did

they know how to blush : therefore shall they

fall among those that fall; at the time of their

punishment shall they stumble, saith the

Lord.

13 ^ I Avill surely make an end of them,

saith the Lord : (there shall be left) no grapes

on the vine, and no figs on the fig-tree, and
the leaf shall wither; and the things that

I have given them shall pass away from
them."

14 " Why do we sit still? assemble your-

selves, and let us enter into the fortified

cities, and let us be silent there; for the Lord
our God hath put us to silence, and given us

poison-water to drink; because we have sin-

ned against the Lord.

15 We hoped for peace, but no happiness

is here ; for a time of cure, and behold here is

terror."

16 From Dan was heard the snorting of

his hoi'ses; at the sound of the neighing of

his war-steeds trembleth the whole land ; and
they are come, and devour the land, and all

that filleth it; the city, and those that dwell

therein.

17 For, behold, I will send out against

you serpents, basilisks, for which there is no
charm, and they shall bite you. saith the

Lord.

the false pen of the writers (of your prophets) who deceive

you."
'' Lit. " heirs;" here, " those that are heirs by force."

' Kedak. Jonathan, " because I gave them laws from

Sinai which thej' transgressed."
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18 1[ When* I would cheer m3'self up
against sorrow, my heart within me is pained.

19 Behold (I hear) the voice of the com-
plaint of the daughter of my people (coming)

out of a far-off" land :
" Is the Lord not in Zion ?

is her king no more in her?'' " Why liave the}'

pi'ovoked me to anger with their graven

images, and with the vanities of the stranger?"

20 "The harvest is past, the summer is

ended, and we are not yet helped."

21 Because of the breach of the daughter

of my people am I broken ; I am grieved ; as-

tonishment hath taken fast hold on me.

22 Is there no (more) balm in Gil'ad ? or

is no physician there ? why then is there not

placed a plaster (on the wound of) the daugh-

ter of my people.''

23" ^ Oh that one would make my head
water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that

I might Aveep day and night for the slain of

the daughters of my people

!

CHAPTER IX.

1 Oh that one would place me in the wil-

derness in a lodging-place of wayfaring men,
that I might leave my people, and go from

them ! for they all are adulterers, a band of

ti'aitors.

2 And they bend their tongues, their bow
of falsehood, and not for the truth are they

valiant in the land; for from evil to evil do
they proceed, and me they know not, saith

the Lord.

3 ^ Take ye heed every one of his neigh-

bour, and on any brother place ye no reliance

;

for every brother will surely supplant, and
every neighbour will go about as a tale-

bearer.

4 And they will deceive every one his

neighbour, and the truth will they not speak

:

they have taught their tongue to speak false-

hood, they weary themselves to commit ini-

quity.

5 Thy habitation is in the midst of deceit;

through deceit they refuse to know me, saith

the Lord.

' The words of the prophet, who deplores the sorrow

of his people : he finds no relief, no cheerfulness, because

the first evils are past, as more are coming. So Eashi.

But others, " Though he should say, the punishment was
deserved, still their complaint pains his heart."

'' Rashi. Zunz, " why then doth the cure of the

daughter of my people not succeed ?"

6 Therefore thus hath said the Lord of

hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and probe

them; for how (else) shall I do because of

the daughter of my people ?

7 A murderous'* arrow is their tongue;

(every one) speaketh deceit : with his mouth
speaketh he peaceably to his neighbour, but in

his heart" he layeth wait*^ for him.

8 Shall I not for these things inflict pu-

nishment on tliem? saith the Lord: or shall

not on a nation such as this my soul be

avenged ?

9 ^ For^ the mountains Avill I take up a
weeping and wailing, and for the habitatioiis''

of the wilderness a lamentation ; because they
are burnt up, so that no man can pass tlirougli

them ; and they hear not the voice of the cat-

tle; both the fowls of the heavens and the

beasts are fled; they are gone away.
10 And I will change Jerusalem into henps

of ruins, a dwelling for monsters ; and the

cities of Judah will I make desolate, Avithout

an inhabitant.

11 ^ Who is the wise man, that may
understand this ? and who is he to whom the

mouth of the Lord hath spoken, that he may
declare it: for what is the land destroyed,

burnt up like the wilderness, without one
that passetb through ?

12 ^ And the Lord said, Because they
forsook my law which I had set before them,
and hearkened not- to my voice, and walked
not therein;

13 But have walked after the stubbornness

of their own heart, and after the Ba'alim,

which their fathers had taught them

:

1-4 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord of

hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I will feed

them—this people, with wormwood, and give

them poison-water to drink.

15 And I will scatter them among the na-

tions, whom neither they nor their fothers

have known : and I will send out after them
the sword, till I have consumed them.

IG Tl Thus hath said the Lord of hosts.

Consider it well, and call for the mourning

' In the English version this is verse 1 of chap. ix.

'' Or, according to others, "an arrow shot forth."
' Lit. "within him," or "in his midst."
' t. c. He contrives plans to injure him.
* Rashi. Others, " upon."
^ Others, " pastures ;" but the huts of the shepherds on

the desert presuppose pasture-land.
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women," that they may come; and send for

the women skilled in lament,'" that they may
come;

17 And let them make haste, and take up
for us a lamentation, that our eyes may run

down with tears, and our eyelids drop down
water.

18 For a voice of wailing is heard out of

Zion, Ilow are we wasted! we are greatly

ashamed; because we have forsaken the land,

because they have cast down" our dwellings.

19 For hear, ye women, the word of the

Lord, and let your ear perceive the word of

liis mouth, and teach your daughters wailing,

and every one her neigh])our lamentation.

20 For death is come up through our win-

dows, is entered into our palaces; to cut off

the children from the street, the young men
from the open places.

21 Speak, Thus hath said the Lord, Yea,

the carcasses of men shall lie as dung upon
the open field, and as the sheaves (left) after

the harvestman, with none to gather it.

22 Tf Thus hath said the Lord, Let not

the wise glorify himself in his wisdom, neither

let the mighty man glorify himself in his

might, let not the rich glorify himself in his

riches

;

23 But let him that glorifieth himself glory

in this, that he understandeth and knoweth
me, that I am the Lord who exercise kind-

ness, justice, and righteousness, on the earth;

for** in these things I delight, saith the Lord.

24 ^ Behold, days are coming, saith the

Lord, that I will send punishment on all the

circumcised who are (yet) uncireumcised ;°

25 On Egypt, and on Judah, and on Edom,
and on the children of 'Ammon, and on Moilb,

and all that have the locks of their hair cut

off round,What dwell in tlie wilderness; for

all these nations are uncireumcised, and all

the hou.se of Israel are uncireumcised iji the

heart.

* Those whose office it. was to siny; mournful dirges,

anil make public lamentations at funerals. This was a

custom among the Greeks and llomaus, as well a.s the

Hebrews.

'After Ilcdak. Lit. "wise women," i.e. with refer-

ence to the business of making lamentations.
" Or, as some render, "our dwellings have cast (us)

out;" and refer to Lev. xviii. 2^), &c.
'' Zunz, " that."

• Kaslii, "on every circumcised who is uncireumcised

even a.s regards the heart." The prophet thus first dc-
634

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ Hear ye the word which the Lord
hath spoken concerning you, house of Is-

rael :

2 Thus hath said the Lord, Do not habi-

tuate yourselves on the way of the nations,

and at the signs of heaven be ye not dismay-
ed ; although the nations should be dismayed
at them.

3 For the statutes of these people concern

what is vanity; for it is but a tree which a
man hath cut out of a forest, the work of the

bauds of the workman, with the axe.

4 With silver and with gold do they orna-

ment it; with nails and with hammers do
they fiisten it, that it move not from its place.

5 As a wrought-out palm-like'' column are-

they, and cannot speak ; they must needs be

borne, because they cannot step along. Be
not afraid of them; for they cannot do any
harm, so also to do any good is not in

them.

6 ^ Forasmuch as there is none like unto

thee, Lord: thou (alone) art great, and
great is thy name in might.

7 Who would not fear thee, King of the

nations? for to thee doth it appertain; because

among all the wise men of the nations, and
in all their kingdoms, (they say) there is none
like unto thee.

8 But at once*" shall they be shown to be

brutish and foolish : it is a doctrine of va-

nities, it concerneth but wood.
9 The beaten out silver is brought from

Tharshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work
of the workman, and of the hands of the gold-

smith :' blue and purple is their clothing; the

work of skilful men arc they all.

10 But the Loud God is the truth, he is

the living God, and the everlasting king: at

his wrath the earth shall quake, and nations

cannot endure his indignation.

nounces the Israelites, who, having the law of God, still

are obdurate and sinful.

' Descriptive of the Arabs, who so wear their hair; but

Rashi, ''who dwell separate in a corner," i. e. the Arabian

peninsula.

" Philippson. Ra.shi, "till they be as high as a palm."

In the Kast the columns frei(uently represent palm-trees.

Rashi, "through nne tiling," "they shall be corrected

for their wooden idol." I'hilippson renders r\nX3l "in

their union."
' Lit. "meltcr," because he works by melting his metals.
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11 ^ Thus" shall ye say unto theiu. The
gods that have not made the heavens and the

earth, shall perish away from the earth, and
from under these heavens.

12 ^ He*" made the earth by his power, he
established the Avorld by his wisdom, and by his

understanding he stretched out the heavens.

13 At" tlie sound when he giveth a multi-

tude of waters in the heavens, and causeth

clouds to ascend ft-om the ends of the earth;

when he maketli lightnings with rain, and
bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures

:

14 Then standeth every man as brutish

without knowledge; ashamed is every gold-

smith because of the graven image; for false-

hood is his molten work, and there is no
breath therein.

15 They are vanity, the work of deception;

in the time of their punishment shall they
vanish.

16 Not like these is the portion of Jacob;

for he is the ibrmer of all things; and Israel

is the tribe of his inheritance : The Lord of

hosts is his name.
17 ^ Gather up thy wares, inhabitress

of the beleaguered city.

18 ][ For thus hath said the Lord, Behold,

I will cast forth as with a sling the inhabit-

ants of the land at this time, and I will en-

close them, that they'^ may find them.
19 ^ Wo is me for my breach! my wound

is painiul; but I thought. This is but pain,

and I shall be able to bear it.

20 (But now) my tent is laid waste, and
all my cords are toi-n asunder; my children

are gone away from me, and they are not

(here); there is no one to stretch forth my
tent an}' more, and to set up my curtains.

21 For the shepherds were brutish, and
the Lord had they not sought; therefore have
they not prospered, and all their flocks are

scattered.

22 Behold, the noise of the report is come,
and a great commotion out of the north
country ; to render the cities of Judah deso-

late, a dwelling for monsters.

23 ][ I know, Lord, that the way of

* This verse (x. 11) is in the Chaldean language, and
is, according to Jonathan, a part of a letter sent by Jere-

miah to the exiles of Babylon, giving them the words they
should use to reply to the heathens, when asked to wor-
ship their idols.

^ In continuation of verse 10.

man is not in his own power: it is not in

man that jsasseth away to direct his own
steps.

24 Correct me, O Lord, but with justice;

not in thy anger, lest thou bring me to no-

thing.

25 Pour out thy fury over the nations that

know thee not, and over the families that

have not called on thy name; for they have
eaten up Jacoli, and devoured him, and con-

sumed him, and have made his dwelling deso-

late.

CHAPTER XL
1 ][ The word that came to Jeremiah from

the Lord, saying,

2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and
speak unto the men of Judah, and to the in-

habitants of Jerusalem

;

3 And say thou unto them. Thus hath
said the Lord God of Israel, Cursed be the
man that heai'keneth not to the words of this

covenant,

4 Which I commanded your fathers on the

day that I brought them forth out of the land

of Egypt, out of the iron furnace," saying.

Hearken to my voice, and do the same, in ac-

cordance with all which I may command
you; and so shall ye be to me for a people,

and I will be to you for a God;
5 In order that I may fulfil the oath which

I have sworn unto your fathers, to give unto
them a land flowing with milk and honey, as

it is this day. And I answered, and said. So
be it,*^ Lord.

G ^ Then said the Lord unto me, Pi'oclaim

all these words in the cities of Judah, and in

the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the

words of this covenant, and do them.
7 For I earnestly warned your fathers on

the day that I brought them up out of the

land of Egypt even until this day, rising early

and warning, saying, Hearken to my voice;

8 Yet they hearkened not, and inclined not
their ear, but walked every one in the stub-

bornness^ of their evil heart : therefore did I

bring over them all the words of this cove-

° Philippson, after Rashi ; making verse 14 the sequel

of 13. pan is given by Zunz with "rushing noise."
^ i. c. The enemies; but Kashi, "I will distress them

that they may find (the reward of their deeds)."
' 10 rendered "crucible" in Isaiah xlviii. 10.

' Heb. amen. * Eng. ver. "imagination."
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nant, which I commanded them to do; but

which they did not.

9 ^ And the Loud said unto me, A con-

si)iracy hath been found among the men of

Juckdi, and among the inhabitants of Jerusa-

lem.

10 They are returned" again to the iniqui-

ties of their earlier forefatliers, who had re-

fused to hearken to my words; and they them-

selves are (also) gone after other gods to

serve them : the house of Israel and the house

of Judah have broken my covenant which I

made with their fathers.

11 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord,

Behold, I will bring an evil upon them, from

which they shall not be able to rid them-

selves ;** and they will cry unto me, but I will

not hearken unto them.

12 Then let the cities of Judah and the in-

habitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the

gods unto whom they ofler incense ; but they

shall not save them in the least in the time

of their distress.

13 For equal to the number of thy cities

were thy gods, Judah; and equal to the

number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye

set up altars to the disgraceful idol, altars, to

burn incense unto Baal.

14 II But thou—thou must not pray in

behalf of this people, neither lift up in their

behalf entreaty or prayer; for I will not hear

at the time tliat they call unto me, because

of their distress.

15 ^ What hath my beloved to do in my
house, while she executeth the evil counsel

of so many (sinners)? Yea, the holy flesh

passeth away from thee; for even with thy

wickedness, thou rejoicest still."

16 An ever-green olive-tree, beautiful in

fruit and form, did the Lord call thy name :

with the noise of a great tumult hath he

* A great reformation had taken place in the reign of

Jofiah ; but, under the reign of his son and succes.sors,

they turned back again to idolatry, and became worse

than ever.

'' Ileb. "go forth out of"
' This very difficult verse has been given after Ra.shi

;

who takes the Moved to be " Israel," who are also spoken

of as slir and tlinii, (in the feminine,) a change of person

not unusual with the prophets. Philip])Son understands

by the beloved the "prophet," who was ordered not to

pray for the people, and is told he has no business in

God's house after the people have so defiled it. llashi

takes "the holy flesh" to mean circumciHiou, which it is
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kindled fire around it, and they break off

its branches.

17 And the Lord of hosts, that planted
thee, hath decreed evil against thee; on ac-

count of the wickedness of the house of Israel

and of the hou.se of Judah, which they have
done against themselves, to provoke me to

anger in ofl'ering incense unto Ba'al.

18 ^[ And the Lord hath given me know-
ledge of it, and I know it : then didst thou let

me see their doings.

19 But I was like a sheep"* or an ox that
is brought to the slaughter; and I knew not
that they had devised devices against me,
" Let" us destroy the tree with its fruit, and let

us cut him off from the land of the living, that

his name may not be remembered any more."

20 ^ But, Lord of hosts, that judgest

righteously, that triest the reins and the

heart, let me see thy vengeance on them ; for

unto thee have I intrusted' my cause.

21 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
concerning the men of 'Anathoth, that seek

thy life, saying, " Thou shalt not prophesy in

the name of the Lord, that thou mayest not

die by our hand
:"

22 Tl Therefore thus hath said the Lord of

hosts, Behold, I will intlict punishment on
them: the young men shall die by the sword;
their sons and their daughters shall die by
the famine;

23 And no remnant shall remain of them

:

for I will bring evil upon the men of 'Ana-

thoth, in the year of their punishment.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ][ (Too) righteous art thou, Lord, that I

could plead with thee ; yet must 1 speak of

(the principles of) justice with thee: Where-
Ibre is the way of the wicked hapin'? do all

those prosper that deal treacherously ?

alleged they had neglected. Redak applies it to the sacri-

fices, and it then means, " the sacrifices pass away use-

lessly," because while sinning the Israelites rejoiced.

Others take liya to mean "man," hence ^y^p lty3 "the
holy men" who had ceased to exist. Philipp.son so trans-

lates: "AVhat hath my beloved in my house, where so

many perform scandalous deeds ? The holy flesh passeth

by before thee; for at thy wickedness, there thou rejoicest

still."

" Zunz, "harmless lamb." Jonathan, "a chosen lamb."

Our version, "sheep or ox," is after Kashi and Kcdak.
• These are the words of the resolve against Jeremiah.
' Lit. "laid open."



JEREMIAH XII. XIII.

2 Thou hast planted them ; they have also

taken root; they grow; they also bring ibrtli

fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far

from their mind."

3 But thou, Lord, kuowest me; thou

seest me, and probest my heart toward thee

:

set them apart like sheep for the slaughter,

and destine them for the day of slaying.

4 *\\ How long sliall the land mourn, and

the herb of all the field wither? Because of the

svickedness of those that dwell therein are

wholly removed the beasts and the birds ; be-

cause they said. He will not see our last end.

5 If thou hast run with the footmen, and
they have wearied thee, how then canst thou

contend with the horses? and if in the land of

peace, (wherein) thou trustedst, (they wearied

thee,)'' how then wilt thou do in the swelling

of the Jordan 1

6 For even thy brethren, and the house of

thy father,—even they have dealt treacher-

ously wdth thee
; yea, even they have called

forth a crowd of men" after thee : believe them
not, though they speak kindly unto thee.

7^1 have forsaken my house, I have
abandoned my heritage; I have given up the

most dearly beloved of my soul into the hand
of her enemies.

8 My heritage is become unto me as a lion

in the forest; it sent forth its voice against

me : therefore do I hate it.

9 Is my heritage become unto me as a bird

of prey stained with blood?'' so that the birds

of prey are all around it? Come ye, assemble

all the beasts of the field, bring them hither

to devour.

10 Many shepherds have destroyed my
vineyard, they have trodden under foot my
field, they have I'endered my pleasant field a

desolate wilderness.

11 They have made it desolate, and being

desolate it mourneth before me; the whole
land is made desolate, because no man laid it

to heart.

12 Over all the mountain-peaks in the

wilderness did the destroj-ers come; for the

sword of the Lord devoureth from the one

* Zunz. Lit. "reins."
^ After Rashi ; but others, "and in a land of peace

end of the land even to the other end of the

land ; there is no peace to any flesh.

13 ^ They have sown wheat, but they

reap thorns; they have put themselves to

pain, (but) have no profit : be therefore

ashamed of your products, because of the

fierce anger of the Lord.

14 ^ Thus hath said the Lord against all

m}^ bad neighbours, that touch" the inlierit-

ance which I have caused my people Israel

to inherit. Behold, I will pluck them out of

their land, and the house of Judah will I pluck

out from the midst of them.

15 And it shall come to pass, that after I

have plucked them out I will again' have
mercy on them, and will restore them, every

man to his heritage, and every man to his

land.

16 And it shall come to pass, if they will

truly learn the ways of my people, to swear

by my name. As the Lord liveth ; as they

have taught my people to swear by Ba'al

:

that they shall then be built up in the midst

of my people.

17 But if they will not hearken, then will

I pluck out that nation, plucking out and ex-

terminating (them), saith the Lord,

CHAPTER XIIL

1 ^ Thus said the Lord unto me. Go and
buy thee a linen girdle, and put it around

thy loins, and lay it not in water.

2 So I bought the girdle, according to the

word of the Lord, and put it around my loins.

3 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me the second time, saying,

4 Take the girdle that thou hast bought,

whicli is around thy loins; and arise, go to

the Euphrates, and hide it there in a cleft of

the rock.

5 So I went, and hid it by the Euphrates,

as the Lord had commanded me.

6
T[.
And it came to pass at the end of

many daj's, that the Lord said unto me.

Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take from

there the girdle, which I commanded thee

to hide there.

° Rashi. Others, " with a full voice," i. e. loudly.

Others take yi2'i not as Rashi, stained or painted with

thou seekest security, .what then wilt thou do against the
|

blood, but as signif}ing the liyajna, " the striped" or

pride of the Jordan i"' which last phrase Rashi, after Jona- 'j
" painted beast."

than, explains to be the wild animals, lions and tigers, that i
' r . e. " Lay violent hands on," &c.

are found there, figurative for the chiefs of Judah. ||
' Lit. "I will return and have mercy."
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JEREMIAH XIII. XIV.

7 And I went to the Enpliratc^, and dug,

and took the girdle iVom the jihice Avhere I

hud hidden it: and, behold, the girdle was
sjjoiled, it Avas useful for nothing.

8 ^ Then came the word of the Lokd unto

me, sajing,

9 Tiuis hath said tlie Loud, After this

manner will I destroy the pride of Judah,
and the pride of Jerusalem, whieh is great.

10 And this bad i)eople, who refuse to

hearken to my words, who walk in the stub-

bornness of their heart, and have followed

other gods, to .serve them, and to bow down
to them, shall even be as this girdle which is

useful for nothing.

11 For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins

of a man, so had 1 caused to cleave unto me
all the house of Israel and all the house of

Judah, saith the Lord,—to become unto me a

people, and (to be) for a name, and for 2)raise,

and for honour; but they would not hear.

12 Therefore shalt thou say unto them
this word, Thus hath said the Lord the God of

Israel, Every bottle shall be filled with wine;

and wlicn they will say unto thee, Do we not

know full well that every bottle shall be iilled

with wine?
13 ^ Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus

hath said the Lord, Behold, I will fill all the

inhabitants of this land, even the kings that

sit after David upon his throne, and the

priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabit-

ants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness.

14 And I will dash them one against the

other, even the fathers and the sons together,

saith the Lord: 1 will not pity, nor spare,

nor have mercy, so as not to destroy them.
15 Hear ye, and bend your ear; be not

proud ; for the Lord hath spoken.

IG Give unto the Lord your God glory, be-

fore he cause darkness, and before your feet

strike upon the mountains of twilight, and
(where), while ye look for light, he turn it

into the shadow of death, and change it into

gross darkness.

j

17 But if ye will not hear it, m}' soul shall

1 weep in secret places because of (your) pride;

and my eye shall weep sorely, and rini down
with tears, because the flock of the Lord is

driven away captive.

18 ^[ Say unto the king and to the cjueen-

mother," Sit down very lowly; hr sunk down
are 3our head-attires, the crown of your orna-

ment.

19 The cities of the south are shut up, and
there is no one to open them : Judah is car-

ried away into exile altogether, it is carried

into exile completely.''

20 ^ Lift up your eyes, and see those that

are coming from the north : where is the flock

that was given thee, thy splendid flock ?

21 What wilt thou say when he will pu-

nish thee? since thou hast accustomed'" them
to be over thee captains, and chiefs ? shall not

pangs seize upon thee, as on a woman in tra-

vail ?

22 And if thou wilt say in thy heart.

Wherefore come these things upon me? For
the greatness of thy iniquity are tlu' skirts

laid open, thy heels are made bare Aiolenfly.

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or

the leopard his spots? (then) may ye also do
good, that are accustomed to do evil.

24 Therefore will I scatter them as the

stubble that passcth away before the wind of

the wilderness.

25 This is thy lot, the portion of thy mea-
sures from me, saith the Lord; because thou

hast forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood.

2C Therefore do I also strip up thy skirts

over thy face, that thy shame may be seen.

27 Thy adulteries and thy loud shoutings,"'

the lewdness of th}' incest, thy abominations

on the hills in the fields have I seen. Wo
unto thee, O Jerusalem! thou wilt not be

made clean after ever so long a time.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 T[ The word of the Lord that came to

Jeremiah concerning the drought.

* Ra.shi, who refers it to Jehoyachin. Pliilippson trans-
!

• The prophet refers to the frequent ealls for foreign

lates it in the same way, but supposes tliat Josiuh and his aid, by which the enemies had been taught to repird them-

niotiier are meant. Others, "(|ueen."
i

selves as proteetors and chiefs i>f Judah; wherefore the Is-

" llashi, "without resistance," "poaccably." Jona- raelites had no cause to complain of the ultimate fat.il

than, "in recompense of its sins." The difficulty is in result of their wicked policy.

the word D'wSc, which can be rendered as an adverb, '' Lit. "neighings" (of horses,) i. e. the vacant shout

"completely," or as derived from diSb' s/iafcni, "peace," of sinful persons in their pretended forgctfulness of

or Di^B' »/»iV/um, "rocompensc."
i duty.
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JEREMIAH XIV.

2 .Tudali monriieth, and licr gates lan-

giiisli; tlioy lie grieved on the gi'ound; and
the distressed cry of Jerusalem ascendeth up-

Avard.

3 And their nobles have sent out their sub-

ordinates for water: they come to the pits,

they find no water; they return with their

vessels empty; they are ashamed and con-

founded, and cover" their head.

4 Because of the ground which is ruined,''

since there hath Ijeen no rain in the land, are

the ploughmen ashamed, they cover their

head.

5 Yea, the hind also bringeth forth her

^•oimg in the field, and forsaketh (them), be-

cause there is no grass.

6 And the wild asses stand on the moun-
tain-tops, they snuft' up the wind like serpents

;

their eyes fail, because there are no herbs.

7 If our iniquities testify against ns,

Lord, do thou act for the sake of thy name;
for our backslidings are many; against thee

have we sinned.

8 thou hope of Israel, his saviour in time

of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger

in the land, and as a wayfarer that turneth

aside to lodge for a night?

9 Why shouldest thou be as a man that is

surprised," as a mighty man that cannot save?

yet thou art in the midst of us, O Lord, and
Ave are called by thy name; abandon us

not.

10 ^ Thus hath said the Lord unto this

people, Thus haA^e they loA^ed to Avander

about, their feet have thej'^ not restrained:

therefore the Lord doth not receive them in

favour; now Avill he remember their iniquity,

and Avill punish their sins.

11 ^ Then said the Lord unto me, Pray
not in behalf of this people for their good.

12 When they fast, I Avill not hear their

entreaty; and when they offer burnt-offering

and meat-offering, I Avill not receiA'e them in

favour; but by the SAVord, and by the famine,

and by the pestilence, Avill I make an end of

them.

13 Then said I, Ah, Lord Eternal! behold,

the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see

the sAvord, neither shall ye liaA'e famine; but

.
* As a sign of grief.

^ Kedak, "burst open from the drought." Eng. ver.

"chapt;" but the prophet speaks of the desolation caused
by the want of rain; hence, "ruined."

a permanent peace Avill I give you in this

place.

14 ^ Then said the Lord unto me, False-

hood do the prophets prophc.«y m my name

:

I have not sent them, neitlier have I com-
manded them, neither haA'e I spoken unto
them : a A'ision of falst'hood and divination,

and idolatrous lolly,'' and the deceit of their

heart do they prophesy tmto you.

15' Tl
Therefore thus hath said the Lord

concerning the prophets that prophesy in my
name, Avhen I have not sent them, Avhile they
say, SAVord and famine shall not come in this

land : By the SAvord and the famine shall

these prophets come to their end.

16 And the people to Avhom they prophe.sy

shall lie cast down in the streets of Jerusalem
by means of the ftimine and the SAvord ; and
they shall haA^e none to bury them, them,
their avIacs, and their .sons, and their daugh-
ters; for I Avill pour out their Avickedncss over

them.

17 But thou shalt say unto them this Avord,

My eyes shall run down Avith tears night and
day, and they shall not cease; for Avith a
great breach is the A-irgin-daughter of my
people broken, with a very painful bloAv.

18 If I go forth into the field, behold, there

are the slain Avith the sword ! and if I enter

into the city, behold, there are those that are

sick Avith famine! for both the prophet and
the priest travel round" into a land that they

knoAV not.

19 ^ Hast thou entirely rejected Judah?
hath thy soul loathing on Zion? why ha.st

thou smitten us, so that there is no healing

for us? Ave hoped for peace, and there is no
good ; and for the time of healing, and behold,

there is terror!

20 We knoAv, Lord, our wickedness, the

iniquity of our fathers; for Ave have sinned

against thee.

21 Do not cast us off, for the sake of thy
name, do not disgrace the throne of thy
glory : remembei", break not thy coAenant

Avith us.

22 Are there any among the vanities of

the nations that can bcstOAV rain? or can the

heavens giA'e forth shoAvers? Behold, thou

" Rashi, "wearied."
•* Kedak, "vanity."
' i. c. Go into exile; but Rashi, "to seek for assist-

ance."
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JEREMIAH XIV. XV.

thou art this," Lord our God, and we will

hope in tliee; for thou hast done all these

things.

CHAPTER XV.
1 ^ And the Lord said unto me, If Moses

and Samuel were to stand before me, my
favour* would (still) not be toward this peo-

ple: send them away out of my sight, that

they may go forth.

2 And it shall come to pass, if they should

say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth?

that thou shalt say unto them, Thus hath

said the Lord, Such as are destined to death,

to death; and such as are destined to the

sword, to the sword; and such as are destined

to famine, to famine; and such as are destined

to captivity, to captivity.

3 And I will appoint over them four spe-

cies,"" saith the Lord: the sword to slay, and
the dogs to drag away, and the fowls of the

heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour
and to destroy.

4 And I will cause them to become a hor-

ror'' unto all the kingdoms of the earth, on
account of Menasseh the son of Hezekiah the

king of Judah, because of what he did in Je-

rusalem.

5 For who will have pity upon theo, Je-

rusalem? or who will condole"' with thee? or

who shall go aside to ask after thy weliare?

6 Thou hast indeed forsaken me, saith the

Lord, thou art gone backward; therefore do
I stretch out my hand against thee, and de-

stroy thee; I am wearj- with repenting.'

7 And I winnow them with a fan in the

gates of the land; I make childless, I anni-

hilate my people, (since) from their wajs they
have turned away.

8 Their widows are more numerous before

me than the sand of the seas: I bring unto
them, over the mothers of the young men, a

* Rcilak, "Art thou not he that givest rain?—there-

fore will we," &c. ' Rashi. Lit. "soul."
' llcb. "families," i. f. four means of punishment.

I'hiiippson, "And I give them up to ill usage," &c
' llashi, "lament for." Zunz, "show sympathy."
'Philippion, " of forgiving." Zunz, " of having mercy."
« Hashi and Joseph Kimehi. Kabbi Jonah, "tumult."

Jonathan renders D« "comp.any." Others, "upon the

assemblage of young men ;" but Ila.shi renders it " mo-
iher-city," /. e. Jeru,saleni.

' llashi, "entreat," and explains it in two ways; first,

that the Israelites (who are represented as the personal
o40

waster at noonday ; I cause to fall upon her
suddenly the enemy« with (his) terrors.

9 She that had bom seven children fadeth
away ; she breatheth out her soul, her sun is

set while it is yet day; she is made a.shamed
and put to the blush ;—and their residue will

I give up to the sword before their enemies,
saith the Lord.

10 ][ Wo is me, my mother, that thou hast
born me, a man of contention and a man of
strife to the whole land! I have not lent,

nor have men lent to me : (yet) every one of
them curseth me.

11 The Lord said. Truly I will release

thee for (thy) good; truly I will cause the
enemy to meet'' tliee in the time of distress

and in the time of aflllction.

12 Can iron break in pieces' the northern
iron and copper?

13 Thy'' wealth and thy treasures will I

give up as spoil without price, and this for all

thy sins, even in all thy torders.

14 And I will cause them' to pass over
with thy enemies into a land which thou
knowest not; for a fire is kindled in my an-

ger, over you shall it burn.

15 T[ Thou well knowest it, Lord I re-

member me, and think of me, and avenge me
on my persecutors ; not according to thy Iong-

suflerlng act thou for me: know, that for thy
sake I have borne shame.

16 When words were made manifest' to me,
and I greedil}' received them;"' and thy word
became unto me the gladness and joy of my
heart; for thy name is called upon me, O
Lord God of hosts.

17 1 sat not in the assembly of the mirth-

ful, and was rejoiced; because of thy inspira-

tion I sat solitary; for thou hadst tilled me
with indignation.

18 Why is my pain perpetual, and my
wound incurable? it refu.setli to be healed;

enemies of the prophet) shall a.sk him to pray for them
in their distress, or that Nebuzaraddan should request

hira to do as he pleased. (See Jer. xl. 4.)
' Can ordinary iron, though hard and strong in itself,

break that which is of a much stronger kind, and well

tempered? But I'hiiippson, "Can men break in pieces

iron, iron of the north, and brass?" Eng. ver. has for

"bra.ss," "steel."
' i. c. Spokeu to Israel.

' Redak, "I will ciusc thee to pass over to thy ene-

mies."
"" Lit. "Thy words were found, and I ate them."



JEREMIAH XV. XVI.

it is* truly become unto me as a deceptive

spring, as waters that are .not reliable.

19 T[ Therefore thus hath said the Lord,

If thou return, and I bring thee back again,

then shalt thou stand before me; and if thou

bring forth the precious from the vile, thou

shalt be as my mouth : these shall return unto

thee; but thou shalt not return unto them.''

20 And I will make thee unto this people

as a fortified brazen wall; and they will

fight against thee, but they shall not prevail

against thee; for I am with thee to save thee

and to deliver thee, saith the Lord.

21 And I will deliver thee out of the hand
of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of

the grasp of the tyrants.

CHAPTER XVL
1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Thou shalt not take thyself a wife,

neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in

this place.

3 ^ For thus hath said the Lord concern-

ing the sons and concerning the daughters

that are born in this place, and concerning

their mothers that bear them, and concerning

their fathers that beget them in this land

:

4 A death through diseases of famine" shall

they die; they shall not be lamented for; nor

shall they be buried; for dung upon the

iiice of the earth shall they be : and l)y the

sword and by famine shall they come to their

end; and their carcasses shall be for food

unto the fowls of heaven, and unto the beasts

of the earth.

5 ^ For thus hath said the Lord, Enter
not into the house of mourning, neither go to

lament nor to condole with them; for I have
taken away my peace from this people, saith

the Lord, yea, kindness and mercy-

G Both the great and the small shall die

in this land,—they shall not be buried, and
men shall not lament for them, nor cut them-
selves, nor make themselves bald for them;"*

' Rashi and others refer rrnn to God, and render,
" thou art become." We have followed Zunz, who makes
"the wound" the nominative of the verb in the third

person feminine singular.

^ Jonathan, " If thou wilt cause the wicked to return

to be righteous, thou wilt fulfil the will of my word;

they shall come to thy prophecj-, but thou shalt not turn

to go astray after them."

'Jonathan. Others, simply "diseases."

7 Nor shall they break bread for them at

their mourning, to comfort them for the dead;

nor shall the}' give them to drink the cup of

consolation for their father and for their

mother.

8 And into the house of feasting shalt thou
not enter, to sit with them, to eat and to drink.

9 ^ For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

the God of Israel, Behold, I will cause to

cease out of this place before your eyes, and
in your days, the voice of gladness, and the

voice of jo}', the voice of the bridegroom, and
the voice of the bride.

10 And it shall come to pass, when thou
shalt tell this people all these words, and
they should say unto thee, Wherefore hath
the Lord spoken against us all this great

evil? and what is our iniquity? and what is

our sin that we have committed against the

Lord our God?
11 That thou shalt say unto them. Be-

cause your fathers forsook me, saith the Lord,

and walked after other gods, and served

them, and bowed down unto them, and me
they forsook, and my law they kept not;

12 And ye act worse than your fathers;

for, behold, ye walk every one after the stub-

bornness of his evil heart, so as not to hearken
unto me;

13 Therefore Avill I hurl you out of this

land into the land of which ye had no know-
ledge, neither ye nor your fathers ; and ye
will serve there other" gods by daj' and by
night; so that I will not grant you any fiivour.'^

14 ^ Therefore, behold, days are coming,

saith the Lord,'' when it shall not be said

any more. As the Lord liveth, who hath
brought up the children of Israel out of the

land of Egypt

;

15 But, As the Lord liveth, who hath
brought up the children of Israel from the

land of the north, and from all the countries

whither he had driven them : and I will

cause them to return unto their land which I

have given unto their fathers.

* See Deut. xiv. 1.

" Jonathan, "And ye .shall serve there the nations who
worship errors;" and so is this expression to be explained

wherever it occurs in the Bible.
' Zunz, "respite," or "intermission from toil."

* Notwithstanding the terrible iniquity of Israel, and
its frightful consequences, God will not break his cove-

nant with them, but redeem and restore them again to his

1 favour.
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IG ^ Behold, I will send for many fisher-

men, saith the Loud, and they shall fish

them; and after that will I send for many
hunters, and they shall hunt them from every

mountain, and from every hill, and out of the

clefts of the rocks.

17 For my eyes are directed upon all their

ways, they ai'c not hidden from my face, nor

is their iniquity concealed from my eyes.

18 And (thus) will I pay them at the first

their twofold iui(iuity and their sin ; hecause

the}' have defiled my land, filling my heritage

with the carcasses of their detestable and
abominable idols.

19 ^ O Lord, my strength, and my fort-

ress, and my refuge on the day of trouble,

unto thee shall nations come from the ends

of the earth, and say. Nothing but falsehood

had our fathers inherited, vanity, wherein

there is no prqfit.

20 How? can a man make unto himself

gods, which are no gods ?"

21 Therefore, behold, I will cause them to

know, at this time Avill I cause them to know,
my hand and my might ; and they shall know
that my name is The Eternal.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ The sin of Judah is written down
with a pen of iron, with the point of a dia-

mond ; it is engraved upon the table of their

heart, and on the horns of your altars.

2 Like* their remembrance of their chil-

dren, so are (to them) their altai's and their

groves by (every) green tree upon the high

hills.

3 my mountain'' in the field, thy sul>

stance, all thy treasures will I give up for

spoil, thy high-places (reared) with sin,

throughout all thy borders.

4 And thou' slialt be cast out, through th^^

own guilt, irom thy heritage which I have

given thee; and 1 will cause thee to serve thy

enemies in aland which thou knowest not;

'.Zunz, "and are themselves no gods." Philippson,

"those are no gods."
" lliishi; but Jonathan in connection with verse 1, "be-

cause tticir children remember their altars," &c.
' " .Icnisalcm, that is situated on a table land."

—

Rasiii.

]?ut Ridak, "Thiiu mountain-dweller," meaning "tliey

who worshipped idols on the mountains;'" he also gives,

"for the sin of thy high-places in all thy borders."
'' JJasiii, "And t!i'>u wilt let ix-A thy laud against thy
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for a fire have ye kindled in my anger, for

ever shall it burn.

5 ^[ Thus hath said the Lord, Cursed is

the man that trusteth in man, and placeth on
llesh his dependence," while from the Lord
his heart departeth.

G And ho shall be like a lonely tree in the
desert, which feeleth not when the good
Cometh ; but iibideth in the parched places in

the wilderness, in a salty land which cannot
be inhabited.

7 ^ Blessed is the man that trusteth in the

Lord, and the Lord will be his trust.

8 And he shall bo like a tree that is planted
by the waters, and by a stream spreadeth out
its roots, which feeleth not when heat cometh,
but its leaf remaineth green ; and in a year of

drought it is undisturbed by care, and ceaseth

not from yielding fruit.

9 Deceitful is the heart above all thing!=!,

and sick ; who can know it?

10 I the Lord search the heart, probe the

reins; yea, to give unto every man according

to his ways, according to the fruit of his

deeds.

11 T[ As a cuckoo' that sitteth on eggs,

which he hath not laid, so is he that getteth

riches, and not by right ; in the midst of his

da3's shall he leave them, and at his end shall

be called wicked.

12 A throne^' of glory, exalted from the

beginiiing, is the place of our sanctuary!

13 Hope of Israel, Lord, all that Ibrsake

thee shall be made ashamed, and the back-

sliders among me shall be Avritten down on
the earth;'' because they have forsaken the

Lord, the fountain of living waters.

14 ^ Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be

healed; save me, and I shtdl be saved; for my
praise art thou.

1-5 Behold, they say unto me. Where is

the word of the Lord? let it come now.
IG As for me, I have not hastened to be a

shepherd' to follow thee : and the woful day

will, and of thee will I take vengeance because of the

land," &c. (See Lev. xxv. 2, xxvi. 3, 4, &c.)
" Lit. " maketh flesh his arm."
' Others, "partridge."
« Ra.shi regards this as an .iddrcss to God, thus, "0

throne," &c.
'' Ilashi expounds, "for the grave." Philippson, "in

the sand ;" i. e. given up to oblivion.

' Ucdak. Rashi, " I did uigo thee to bring the pu-
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have I not longed for; tliou knowest it: what
came out of my Hps was known before thee.

17 Be not a terror unto me: thou art my
protection on the day of evil.

18 Let those be made ashamed that perse-

cute me, but let not me be made ashamed;

let them be dismayed, but let not me dismay-

ed: bring upon them the day of evil, and
strike" them with a douljle breach.

19 Thus said the Lord unto me, Go and

stand in the gate of the children of the peo-

ple, whereby the kings of Judah usually

enter, and by which they usually go out, and
in all the gates of Jerusalem ;

20 And say unto them. Hear ye the word
of the Lord, ye kings of Judah, and all Judah,

and all inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter

in by these gates:

21 Thus hath said the Lord, Take heed

for your souls, and bear no burden on the

sabljath-da}^, nor bring it in through the

gates of Jerusalem

;

22 Nor shall you carry forth a burden out

of your houses on the sabbath-day, and no
manner of work shall ye do, but hallow ye

the sabbath-day, as I have commanded your
fathers

;

23 But they hearkened not, and inclined

not their ear ; and they made their neck stiff,

so as not to hearken, and not to receive in-

struction.

24 And it shall come to pass, if ye will

diligently hearken unto me, saith the Lord,

so as to bring in no burden through the gates

of this city on the sabbath-day, and to hallow

the sabbath-day, so as to do no Avork thereon

:

25 Then shall there enter through the

gates of this city kings and princes sitting

upon the throne of David, riding in chariots

and on horses, they, and their princes, the

men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusa^

lem; and this city shall be inhabited for evei*.

26 And there shall come from the cities of

Judah, and from the environs of Jerusalem,

nishinent, because, as a good shepherd, I followed thee to

ask mercy for them;"—to the end of the verse he gives,

" was before thee to turn away thy wrath from them."
Jonathan, "I did not delay with thj' word to prophesy to

them to bring them to thy fear." Zunz gives, Tinx n>'i:D

''because I am devoted to thee."
° Lit. " break."
'' Ra,shi, "form" or "seat" used by the potters in the

East, which is described by Kabbi Jonah and others as

and from the land of Benjamin, and from the

lowlands, and from the mountain, and from

the south, those that bring burnt-offerings,

and sacrifices, and meat-offerings, and frank-

incense, and those that bring thanksgiving-

offerings, unto the house of the Lord.

27 But if ye will not hearken unto me to

hallow the sabl)ath-day, and not to bear a

burden, and to enter in at the gates of Jcrusar

lem on the sabbath-day : then will I kindle a
fire in its gates, and it shall devour the palaces

of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 Tl The word which came to Jeremiah
from the Lord, saying,

2 Arise, and go down to the potter's house,

and there will I let thee hear my words.

3 Then went I down to the potter's house,

and, behold, he was doing work on the

wheels.
*"

4 And the vessel that he was making be-

came spoiled as (happeneth) with the clay in

the hand of the potter; and he made again

thereof another vessel, as it seemed good in

the eyes of the potter to make it.

5 "1[ Then came the word of the Lord to

me, saying,

6 Shall I not be able to do unto you as

this potter, house of Israel ? saith the Lord.

Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so

are ye in my hand, hovise of Israel.

7 ][ At one instant I speak concerning

a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to root

out, and to pull down, and to destroy it;

8 But should that nation, against which I

have spoken, turn from their Avrong-doing

:

then will I bethink me of the evil that I

had thought to do unto them.

9 ][ And at one instant I speak concerning

a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build

and to plant it

;

10 But should they do what is evil in my
eyes, so as not to hearken to my voice : then

consisting of a pair of circular stones placed upon one

another like mill-stones; of which the lower was immov-
able, while the upper turned on a spindle, or axis, and
had its rotatory motion comniunieated to it by the foot

of the potter sitting at his work, as we may learn from
Ecclesiasticus xxxviii. 29, 30. On the top of this upper
stone, which was flat, the clay was placed, which the

potter, having given the stone tiic due velocity, shaped

with his hands.
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will I bethink me of the good, wherewith

I had thought to benefit the same.

11 And now do say to the men of Judah,

and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as foUow-

eth, Thus hath said the Lord, Behold, I form

against you evil, and devise against you a

device : do but return now every one from his

evil way, and amend your ways and your

deeds.

12 And they said, It is useless ; for after

our own thoughts will we walk, and we will

every one do after the stubbornness of his

evil heart.

13 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord,

Only ask among the nations. Who hath heard

the like things ? a very horrible act hath the

virgin of Israel committed.

14 Doth the snow of Lebanon ever quit

the rock of the field ? or do the far-coming,

cold, tlowing waters ever fiiil ?"

15 That my people have foi'gotten me,

that they have burnt incense to false gods,

and are made to stumble on their ways, the

ancient beaten ways, to walk in paths, on a

road which is not levelled ?

IG To make their land desolate, a perpetual

derision :'' every one that passeth thereby

shall be astonished, and shake" his head.

17 Like an east wind will I scatter them
before the enemy ; with the back, and not the

Hice, will I regard them'' on the day of their

calamity.

18 T[ And they said, Come, and let us con-

trive devices against Jeremiah ; for the law
will not be lost from the priest, nor counsel

from the wise, nor the woi'd from the prophet.

Come, and let us smite him with the tongue,"

and let us not listen to any of his words.

19 Listen to me, Lord, and hearken to

the voice of those that contend with me.

• Philippson, nearly after Jonathan, with but few verbal

changes; "the rock in the field," a proverbial expression

for the rocks of Lebanon, llashi and Rcdak, " AVill a

tiiirsty man leave the water that runneth from a rock in the

fields, which conieth from the pure snow of Lebanon ? or

will he leave the living, cold, flowing water which hath

been untasted hitherto by all men?" Zunz, "jnirijied,

cofit water," after jrenachem. According to our version,

it is an appeal to inanimate nature, which never disobeys
God; a.s Isa. i. 3, speaks of animals.

'' Lit. "hissing;" /. r. in derision.
' Jjit. " shake with."
" Ra.shi explains, " When they turn the back and not

the face before the enemy will I see but not help them."
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20 Shall evil be recompensed for good, that

they have dug a pit for my life ? Kememljer
my standing before thee to speak good con-

cerning them ; to cause thy wrath to turn

away from them.

21 ^ Therefore give up their children to

the famine, and let their life ebb' out by
means of the sword; and let their wives be

bereaved of their children, and widows ; and
let their men be slain by death ; their young
men smitten by the sword in the battle.

22 Let a cry be heard from their houses,

when thou bringest a troop over them sudden-

ly; for they have dug a pit to catch me, and
laid concealed snares for my feet.

23 Yet thou. Lord, knowest well all their

counsel against me to (procure my) death:

forgive not their iniquity, and let their sin

not be blotted out from before thee; but let

them be brought to stumbling before thee ; in

the time of thy anger deal thus with them.

CHAPTER XIX.
1 ^ Thus said the Lord, Go and buy a bottle

from a maker of earthenware, and (take) some
of the elders of the people, and of the elders

of the priests

;

2 And go forth unto the valley of the son

of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the gate

Charsith,^ and proclaim there the words that

I will speak unto thee.

3 And say, Hear ye the word of the Lord,

kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusa-

lem, Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, Behold, I will bring evil over

this place, so that the ears of every one that

heareth it shall tingle.

4 For the reason that they have forsaken

me, and have defded*" this place, and have
burnt incense in it unto other gods, which

• Redak explains, " What do we lose by slaying him ?

for there are other priests, wise men , and prophets, who know
the law, counsel, and prophesy." "With the tongue" is

explained by Jonathan to mean, " to give false testimony

against him."
' lledak and Rashi both render Dijn as " caused them

to flow;" i. e. as regards the blood. Zunz, "hurl them

into the power of the sword." Philippson, "surrender

them."
', ' Jonathan translates thus, " dung-gate ;" and Rashi

adds, "where they used to cast the broken earthen vessels."

Others, " sun-gate."

'Jonathan; lit. "estranged;" and Rashi, "they have
' made it a stranger before me."
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they had not known, either they or their

fiithers, or the kings of Judali, and have filled

this place with the blood of innocents;

5 And they have built the high-places of

Ba'al, to burn their sons with fire as burnt-

ofl'erings unto Ba'al, which I had not com-
manded, nor spoken, and which had not come
into my mmd

:

^ Therefore, behold, days are coming,
saitli the Lord, that this place shall no more
be called Thopheth, nor The valley of the sou

of Hinnom, but, The valley of slaughter.

7 And I will make void the counsel of Ju-

dali and Jerusalem in this place ; and I will

cause them to fall by the sword befoi'e their

enemies, and by the hand of those that seek

their life : and I wall give their carcasses as

food unto the fowls of the heaven, and unto

the beasts of the earth.

8 And I will render this city desolate, and
an (object of) deri.sion; every one that passeth

thereby shall be astonished and hiss because

of all its plagues.

9 And I will cause them to eat the flesh

of their sons and the flesh of their daughters,

and they shall eat eveiy one the flesh of his

associate, in the siege and straituess, where-
with their enemies, and those that seek their

life, shall distress them.

10 Then shalt thou break the bottle before

the eyes of the men that are going with thee.

11 And thou shalt say unto them. Thus
hath said the Lord of hosts. In this manner
will I break this people and this city, as one
breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be re-

stored again; and in Thopheth they shall

bury, for want of room to bury.

12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith

the Lord, and to its inhabitants, and to make
this city as Thopheth :"

13 And the houses of Jerusalem, and the

liouses ofthe kings ofJudah. which are unclean,

shall become as the place of Thopheth, with'' all

the houses upon the roofs of which they have
Ijurnt incense to all the host of heaven, and
have poured out drink-ofTerings to other gods.

14 ^ Then came Jeremiah from the Tho-

* Eashi, " Full of slain ones, as the Thopheth is where
they slay the children unto Molech."

'' Redak, "because," or "this is with respect to," &c.
° n^3non, from •]3n, Afjo/idcA, "to overturn, subvert,

distort," generally denotes an overthrow, (Dent. xsis. '22,)

and seems to signify here a sort of stocks, by which the
3 T

pheth, whither the Lord had sent him to pro-

phesy ; and he placed himself in the court of

the house of the Lord ; and said to all the

people,

15 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, Behold, I will bring upon this

city and upon all its towns all the evil that I

have spoken against it; because the}' have
hardened their neck, so as not to hear my
words.

CHAPTER XX.

1 But when Pashchur tlie son of Immer
the priest, who was chief superintendent in

the house of the Lord, heard Jeremiah pro-

phesying these words

:

2 Then smote Pashchur Jeremiah the pro-

phet, and put him in the stocks'" that were in

the upper gate of Benjamin, which was in the

house of the Lord.

3 And it came to pass on the morrow, that

Pashchur brought forth Jeremiah out of the

stocks. And Jeremiah said unto him. Not
Pashchur [Fulness of freedom] hath the

Lord called thy name, but Magor-missabib
[Terror all around].

4 \\ For thus hath said the Lord, Behold,
I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to

all thy friends; and they shall fall by the

sword of their enemies, and thj^ eyes shall

see it; and all Judah will I give into the

hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall

lead them into exile to Babylon, and shall

smite them with the sword.

5 And I will give up all the wealth'' of

this city, and all its acquisitions, and all its

precious things; and all the treasures of the
kings of Judah will I give into the hand of

their enemies, who shall plunder them, and
take them, and carry them away to Babylon.

6 And thou. Pashchur, and all the inha-

bitants of thy house, shall go into captivity

;

and to Bab3lon shalt thou come, and there

thou shalt die, and there shalt thou be buried,

thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast

prophesied Avith fiilsehood.

7 Thou" didst persuade me, Lord, and I

limbs were distorted into uneasy postures. So Jonathan,
Nn3"D. But Rashi and others understand it as merely
signifying a place of confinement, or house of correction.

'' Rashi; lit. "strength," which results often from
wealth.

" The prophet's address to God.
S45
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was persuaded ; thou laidst thy (hand) strongly

on me, and didst prevail : I am laughed at all

the time, every one mocketh me.

8 For as oiten as I speak must I cry out,

violence and wasting must I proclaim ; because

the word of the Louu is become unto me a

disgrace, and a derision, all the time.

9 And I tliought, I will not nuike mention

of him, and I will not speak an}' more in his

name. But it" became in my heart as a

burning fire enclosed within my bones, and I

was w^eary with enduring, and I could not

overcome it.

10 For I heard the defaming of many,
angry assemblies on every side, " Tell, and

we will teir of him." All the men who ought

to seek my welfare, watch for my fiill; say-

ing, "Peradventure he may be enticed, and

we shall prevail against him, and we will

then take our revenge on him."

11 But the Lord is with me as a mighty
powerful one ; therefore my persecutors will

stumble, and they will not prevail: they will

be greatl}' ashamed ; for they will not prosper,

(it is) an everlasting confusion which will

never be forgotten.

12 But, Loud of hosts, that probest the

righteous, seest the reins and the heart, let

me see thy vengeance on them ; for inito thee

have I entrusted my cause.

13 ^ Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the

Lord; for he hath delivered the soul of the

needy from the hand of evil-doers.

14 ^ Cursed be the day whereon I was
born; the day on which my mother bore me
shall not be blessed.

15 Cur.sed be the man who brought tidings

to my father, saying, A man-child is jjorn

unto thee. IIow very glad did he make
him

!

IG And may that same man become like

the cities which the LoisD overthrew, and be-

thought himself not; and may he hear a cry

of anguish in the morning, and a tumultuous

noise at noontide;

17 Because I wa.s not slain (as I escaped)

from the womb ; or that my mother might

liave become unto me my grave, and her

* Hashi, "the prophecy."
' "We will testify fulscly against liim."

—

Rashi.
"

i'. €. Tlic weapons of war, as they shall bo useless out-

side of the walls, agaiust the uiiuuiies. Others refer

5i0

womb have been aflected with a perpetual

pregnancy.

18 Wlierefore was this that I came forth

out of the womb to see trouble and sorrow,

that my days should pass away in shame ?

CHAPTER XXI.
1 ^ The word which came unto Jeremiah

from the Lord, when king Zedekiah sent unto
him Pashchur the son of Malkiyah, and Ze-

phanyah the son of Ma'asseyah the priest,

saving,

2 Inquire, I pray thee, in our behalf of the

Lord; lor Nebuchadrezzar the king of Baby-
lon maketh war against us; peradventure the

Lord will deal with us according to all his

wondrous deeds, so that he may withdraw
from us.

3 ]| Then said Jeremiah unto them. Thus
shall ye say to Zedekiah

:

4 Thus hath said the Lord the God of

Israel, Behold, 1 will turn back the wca]>ons

of war that are in }our hands, Avherewith ye
fight against the king of Babylon ; and against

the Chaldeans, who besiege you without the

walls, and I will assemble them" into the

midst of this city.

t) And I myself will fight against you with

an outstretched hand and with a strong arm;
and in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath.

6 And 1 will smite the inhabitants of this

city, both man and beast : of a great pestilence

shall they die.

7 And afterward, saith the Lord, will I

give up Zedekiah the king of Judah, ami his

servants, and the people, and those that are

left in this city from the pestilence, from the

sword, and from the famine, into the hand of

Nebuchadrezzar' the king of Babylon, and
into the hand of their enemies, and into the

hand of those that seek their life: and he

shall smite them with the edge of the sword;
he will not spare them, nor have pity, nor
have mercy.

8 And unto this people shalt thou say.

Thus hath said the Lord, Behold. I set before

you the way of life, and the way of death.

y He that remaineth in this city shall die

" them" to the Chaldeans, indicating that they shall

take the citj*.

* Instead of Nebuchadnezzar, and is the reading of

twenty-six places in this book.
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by the sword, or by the famine, or by the

pestilence; but he that goeth out, and runneth

away" to the Chaldeans that besiege you,

shall remain alive, and his life shall be unto

him as a booty.''

10 For I have set my face against this city

for evil, and not for good, saith the Lord :

into the hand of the king of IJabylon shall it

be given up, and he will burn it with fire.

11 ^ And to the house of the king of

Judah (say), Hear ye the word of the Lord:

12 house of David, thus hath said the

Lord, Exercise" justice on (every) morning,

and deliver him tliat is rol)bed out of the hand
of the oppressor; lest my fury go forth like

fire, and Ijurn so that none can quench it, be-

cause of the evil of your doings.

13 Behold, I am against thee, inliar

bitress of the valley, (about) the rock of the

plain, saith the Lord; who say, Who shall

descend down against us ? or who shall enter

into our habitations?

14 But I will inflict punishment on you ac-

cording to the fruit of your doings, saith the

Lord : and I will kindle a fire in its forest,

and it shall devour all its environs.

CHAPTER XXIL
1 ^ Thus said the Lord, Go down to the

house of the king of Judah, and speak there

this word

;

2 And thou shalt say, Hear the word of

the Lord, Idng of Judah, that sittest upon
the throne of David, thou, and thy servants,

and thy people that enter in by these gates

:

3 Thus hath said the Lord, Execute ye
justice and righteousness, and deliver him
that is robl^ed out of the hand of the op-

pressor; and the stranger, the fatherless, and
the widow shall ye not oppress,'' and do them
no violence, and shed no innocent blood in

this place.

4 For if ye indeed will do this thing, then
shall enter in through the gates of this house

•Lit. "falleth."
'' Kashi, "As a man seizcth on some booty anJ goetli his

way, so shall he have liis life as a booty from death from
among those who are slain."

° Lit. "judge."
^ Ka.-ih explains un, rendered in Lev. xxv. 17, with

"overreach," as meaning, "vexing with words," as ibid,

six. .34.

° Philippson, "Thou who art unto me a Gil'ad, a sum-
mit of Lebanon—that I should have to make thee," &c.

kings sitting after David upon his throne,

riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his

servants, and his people.

5 But if ye will not hear these words, then

do I swear by myself, saith tlie Lord, that

this house shall become a ruin.

G ^ For thus hath said the Lord concern-

ing the house of the king of Judah, A Gil'ad

(though) thou" art unto me, a summit of the

Lebanon : yet I will surely change thee into

a wilderness, cities Avhich are not inhabited.

7 And I will make ready against thee de-

stroyers, every one with his weapons : and
they shall cut down the choice of thy cedars,

and cast them into the fire.

8 And (when) many nations (then) pass

by this city, they will say every man to his

neighbour. Wherefore hath the Lord done the

like unto tliis great city ?

9 Then shall the}^ say, Because they had
forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God,
and bowed down unto other gods, and served

them.
10 ^ Weep not for the dead, and do not

bemoan him ; weep sorely for him that goeth

away ; for he shall never return any more, and
see the land of his birth.

11 For thus hath said the Lord respecting

Shalium*^ the son of Josiah the king of Judah,
who reigneth in the place of Josiah his father,

who is gone forth out of this place, He shall

never return thither any more

;

12 But in the place whither they have led

him into exile, there shall he die, but this land

shall he not .see any more.

13 ^ Wo unto him that buildeth his house

by unrighteousness, and his chamliers by in-

justice; that maketh his neighbour work
without wages, and giveth him not the re-

ward for his labour;

14 That saith, I will build me a roomy^
house, and ample'' chambers, and cutteth him-

self out windows, and ceileth it with cedar,

and painteth it with colours.'

' .Shallum here mentioned is supposed by .some to be

Jehoiichaz, who was carried after a reign of three months

to Egypt, where he died ; by others, Jechonyah, who was
carried to Babylon after an equally short reign ; and by
others again, Zedekiah.

* llashi, simply, "large;" lit. " of measures "

* Rodak, "airy," but the sense is the same.
' Eug. vcr. "vermilion ;" but the actual meaning is very

doubtful. Rashi gives, Sinople.
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15 Shalt thou roijzn, because tliou strivest

to excel with cedar buildings? behold, thy

father ate and drank, but he executed justice

and righteou.sness; then was it well with

liim

!

10 lie judged the cause of the poor and
needy ; then was it well : is not this the pro-

per knowledge of me ? saith the Lord.

17 But thy eyes and thy heart are directed

on nothing but upon thy own gain, and upon
innocent blood to shed it, and upon oppres-

sion, and upon extortion, to practise theni.

18 1[ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
concerning Jehoyakim the son of Josiah the

king of Judah, They shall not lament for

him, with, "Wo, my brother!" and, "Wo,
sister!" they shall not lament for him, Avith

"Wo, lord!" and, "Wo to his glory!"

19 With the burial of an ass shall he be

bui'icd, dragged about and cast forth beyond
the gates of Jerusalem.

20 ^\ Ascend the Lebanon, and cry aloud;

and let i\\y voice resound in Bashan ; and cry

aloud from 'Abarim;" for crushed are all thy
lovers.

21 I spoke unto thee in thy prosperity

;

but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath
been thy manner'' fiom thy very youth, that

thou didst not hearken to my voice.

22 The wind shall scatter abroad all thy
shepherds, and th}' lovers shall go into capti-

vity: surely then shalt thou bo ashamed
and confounded because of all thy wicked-

ness.

23 inhabitress of Lebanon, that makest
thy nest in the cedars, how ftUP of grace Avilt

thou be w hen ])angs come upon thee, the pain

as of a woman in travail

!

2-i As 1 live, saith the Loud, though Con-
yahu the son of Jehoyakim the king ol' Judah
were a signet upon my right hand, yet for a

surety would I thence pluck thee;

25 And I will give thee into the hand of

those that seek thy life, and into the hand
of those of whom thou art afraid, and into

the hand of Nebuchadrezzar the king of Ba-

bylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

* After Zunz; the name of the mountain cast of the

Jordan. Others, " passess." Ilcdak, " on all sides."
' Lit. "way."
' Ironical, nioaninf; that whnn tlie time of affliction

conies, the cricniy will not regard the former glory ; hence
riiilipp.son, " How pitiahlcr'
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26 And I will hurl thee out, and thy mo-
ther that hath born thee, into another coun-

try, where ye were not born; and there shall

ye die.

27 But to the land whitherward they di-

rect their soul to return, thither shall they
not return.

28 ^ Is this man Conyahu a despised

broken image? or a vessel without value?*

wherefore are they hurled out, he and his

seed, and arc cast forth into a land which
they know not?

29 land, land, land! hear the word of

the Lord.

30 Thus hath said the Lord, Write ye
down this man as childless,'' as a man that

shall not prosper in his days ; for no man of

his seed shall succeed to sit upon the throne

of David, and to rule any more in Judah.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 ^ Wo unto the shepherds that destroy

and scatter the Hocks of my pasture! saith

the Lord.

2 Therefore thus hath said the Lord the

God of Israel concerning the shepherds that

feed my people. Ye have scattered my tlocks,

and driven them away, and have not taken

care of them: now, behold, I will visit

upon 3-ou the evil of your doings, saith the

Lord.

3 And I will indeed gather the remnant
of my tlock together out of all the countries

whither I have driven them; and I will bring

them back again to their folds; and they shall

be fruitful and multiply.

4 And I will raise up over them shepherds

who shall feed them; and they shall fear no
more, nor be dismayed, and none of them
shall be missing, saith the Lord.

5 ^ Behold, days .are coming, saith the

Lord, when I will raise up unto David a

righteous sprout, and he shall reign as king,

and j)rosper, and he shall execute justice and
righteousness on the earth.

G In his days shall Judah be helped, and
Israel shall dwell in safety: and this is his

" Lit. "in which there is no pleasure."
' ('hil(lles.s only as regards the succession to the throne;

fur though then hut a lad, he afterward raised children in

Haliylon, and Zeruhahel was his grandson; so no son of

Jehoyachin (Conyahu) can ever tie expected to become

ruler over Israel.
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name whereby he shall be called, The Loud
IS our" KIGIITEOUSNESS.

7 ^ Therefore, behold, days are coming,

saith the Lorp, when they shall no more say,

As the Lord liveth, who hath brought up
the children of Israel out of the land of

Egypt;
8 But, As the Lord liveth, who hath

brought up and who hath led forth the seed

of the house of Israel out of the north coun-

try, and out of all countries whither I had
driven them; and they shall dwell in their

own land.

9 ^\ To"* the prophets—Broken i.s my heart

within me; all my bones shake; I am like a

drunken man, and like a person whom wine

hath ovei'come, because of the Lord, and be-

cause" of his holy words.

10 For of adulterers is the land full; for

becau.se of false'' swearing mourneth the land;

dried up are the pastures in the wilderness;

because their course was for evil, and their

strength was for injustice.

11 For both prophet and priest are hypo-
crites; 3'ea, in my own house have I found
their wickedness, saith the Lord.

12 Therefore shall their way be unto them
as slippery ways in the darkness ; they shall

be pushed forward, and fall thereon; for I

will bring upon them evil, the year of their

punishment, saith the Lord.

13 ^ And on the prophets of Samaria have
I seen absurdity; they prophesied by Ba'al,

and misled my people Israel.

14 T[ But on the prophets of Jerusalem
have I seen a horrible thing; they commit
adulter^-, and walk in flilsehood; and they
strengthen the hands of evil-doers, so that

not one of these doth retui'n from his wicked-
ness : they are become unto me all of them
as Sodom, and its inhabitants as Gomorrah.

15 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
of hosts concerning the prophets. Behold, I

will feed them with wormwood, and make
them drink poison-water; for from the pro-

• Kashi, "The Lord will justify us in the days of this

one." See also the name of Jacob's altar, (Gen. sxxiii.

20;) and that of Moses, (Exod. xvii. 15,) &c.
' According to all the modern translators, D"N3:S "To

the prophets," forms a sort of address to the succeeding

discourse; but Rashi and other.*, "Because of the (words
of the) prophets my heart is broken," &c.

° lledak, "because the Lord is profaned," &c. by these

prophets.

phets of Jerusalem is ]iypocri.«3' gone forth

over all the land.

If) ^[ Thus hath said tlie Lord of host.s.

Hearken not unto the words of the pro])hets

that prophesy unto 3"0u; they bring you unto
vanity; a vision of their own heart do they
ever speak, not out of the mouth of the Lord.

17 They say indeed unto those that in-

cen.se" me. The Lord hath spoken. Peace
shall ye have; and unto every one that

Avalketh in the stubbornness of his own
heart, they say. There shall come no evil

upon 30U.

18 For who hath stood in the .secret coun-
sel of the Lord, that he could perceive and
hear his Avord? who hath listened to his

word and heard it?

19 ^ Behold, the storm-wind of the Lord
is gone forth in ftuy, yea,*^ a whirling storm

:

upon the head of the wicked shall it fall

grievously'.

20 The anger of the Lord will not return,

until he have executed, and until he have ful-

filled the purposes of his heart; in the end
of days shall ye understand this full3'-.

21 I had not sent these prophets, vet they
ran : I had not spoken to them, 3et the3^ pro-

phesied.

22 But if they had stood in my secret

counsel, the3- should have announced my
words to m3" people, and ha^'e caused them
to turn back from their evil wa3", and from
the wrongfulness of their doings.

23 T[ Am I a God for those'' near at hand,
saith the Lord, and not a God for those who
are afar off?

2-4 If a man should hide him.self in secret

places should I not then see him? saith the

Lord. Do I not fill the heavens and the

earth? saith the Lord.

2-) I have heard what the jirophets have
said, that 25rophes3' fiilsely in m3' name, sa3'-

ing, I have dreamt, I have dreamt.

26 How long shall*" it be in the heart of

the prophets that prophe.s3' falsehood? yea,

* Ra.shi. But others, "the curse."

"Jonathan: {. e. hy their wickedness. Others, "de-
spise." Others, "reject."

' Rashi, "an abiding storm;" one that passeth but
slowly away.

' Rashi.
^ Rashi explains, "How long will they prophesy false-

hood? do these false prophets have in their heart to ac-

complish their thought.', as they think to," ke.
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the prophets of the deceit of their own
heart,

—

27 (How long) do they think to cause my
people to forget my name ])y their dreams
wliich they relate every man to his neigh-

hour, as their fathers forgot my name for the

sake of Ba'al ?

28 The prophet that hath had a dream, let

him relate his dream; and he that hath re-

ceived my word, let him speak my word of

truth." What hath the straw to do with the

corn?'' saith the Lord.

29 Is not thus my word, like the fire?

saith the Lord; and like a hammer that

shivereth the rock ?

30 Therefoi'e, behold, I am against the

prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words
every one from his neighbour.

31 Behold, I am against the prophets,

saith the Lord, that use their own word," and
say, (The Lord) saith.

32 Behold, I am against those that pro-

phesy with false dreams, saith the Lord, and
do relate them, and mislead my people by
their falsehoods, and by their vain boasting;''

while I have not sent them, nor commanded
them; and they cannot bring the least profit

to this people, saith the Lord.

33 And if this people, or the prophet, or a

priest, should ask thee, saying. What is the

message" of the Lord? then shalt thou say
unto them. Because'' of this "What is the

message?" will I even cast you off, saith the

Lord.

34 And as for the prophet, and the priest,

and the peo])le, that will say, "A message
of the Lord," I will even inHict punishment
on that man and on his house.

35 Thus shall ye say every one to his

neighbour, and every one to his brother.

What hatli the Lord answered? and. What
hath the Lord spoken?

3(5 But "A message of the Lord" shall ye
nc^t mention any more; for the message
Cometh indeed to the man of his (prophetic)

* Jcromiah here draws a strong distinction between a
dream of a true vision, and a base invention of deceivers;

they who speak, tbenisclvea must know what is true.
^ What has falsehood in common with trutli?

"Lit. "take their ton{];uc." llashi, "that teach their

tongue to say tlicir faLsehoods."
* Rashi, " Etourdissant," "stunning," "astounding

talk." Ucdak, "trifling."

OuO

word;s but ye pervert the words of the living

God, of the Lord of hosts our God.
37 Thus shalt thou say to tlie prophet,

What hath the Lord answered thee? and,
What hath tiie Lord spoken?

38 But if ye will say, "A message of the
Lord," then thus saith the Lord, Because ye
say this word, "A message of the Lord," and I

have sent unto you, saying. Ye shall not say,

"A message of the Lord:"
39 Therefore, Ijchold, I am here, and I will

tear you completely away, and I will cast you
oil', and the city that I have given to you and
your fathers, out of my presence

;

40 And I will la}- upon you an everlasting

disgrace, and a perpetual shame, which shall

not be forgotten.

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 ^ The Lord caused me to see, and, be-

hold, there were two baskets of figs placed

before the temple of the Lord, after Ne-
buchadrezzar the king of Babylon had carried

away captive Jechonyahu the son of Jehoja-
kim the king of Judah, and the princes of
Judah, with the carpenters and the lock-

smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought
them to Babylon.

2 The one basket (had) very good figs, like

the figs that are first ripe: and the other

basket (had) very bad figs, which could not

be eaten, from being so bad.

3 ^ Then said the Lord unto me. What
seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said. Figs; the

good figs, are very good ; and the bad ones,

are Aery bad, which cannot be eaton, from
being so bad.

4 ^] And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

5 Thus hath said the Lord, the God of

Israel, Like these good figs, so will I acknow-
ledge the exiles of Judah. wiiom I liave sent

away from this i)lace into tlie land of the

Chaldeans for good.

6 And I will set my eyes upon them for

' Rendered in Isaiah generally with "doom," which it

properly means here also.

' After I'hilippson. Zunz, "then tell them what the

message is, 1 will," kv.
' The true prophet. We have followed Ra.<hi. IJut

Philippson, "for every man shall bear such a word, be-

cause ye," &c. ; but the sense of the whole passage is to

warn people against asuHiniiiff the prophetic office.
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good, and I will cause tliem to return again

to thi.s land; and 1 will build them up, and

not pull them down ; and I will plant them,

and not pluck them up.

7 And I will give thera a heart to know
me, that I am the Lord : aud they shall be

unto me for a people, and I will be unto them

for God; for they Avill return unto me with

all their heart.

8 ][ And like the bad figs, which cannot

be eaten, from being so bad, surely thus hath

said the Lord, So will I render Zedekiah the

king of Judah, and his princes, and the resi-

due of Jerusalem, that remain in this laud,

and those that dwell in the land of Egypt

;

9 And I will make them a horror because"

of (their) mishaps unto all the kingdoms of

the earth, a disgrace and a proverb, a b^^vord

and a curse, in all places whither I will drive

thera.

10 And I will send out against them the

sword, the famine, and the pestilence, till they

be destroyed from off the land that I have
given unto them and to their fathers.

CHAPTER XXV.

1 *\\ The word that came to Jeremiah con-

cerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth

year of Jehoyakim the sou of Josiah the king

of Judah, which is the first year of Nebucha-
drezzar the king of Babylon

;

2 Which Jeremiah the prophet spoke con-

cerning all the people of Judah, and to all

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying,

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the

son of Anion the king of Judah, even until

this day, that is now three and twenty years,

the word of the Lord hath come unto me,

and I have spoken unto you, rising early and
speaking ; but ye have not hearkened.

4 And the Lord hath sent unto you all his

servants the prophets, making (them) rise

early and sending (them); but ye have not

hearkened, aud have not inclined your ear to

hear.

5 They said, do turn aAvay every one
from his evil way, and from the wrongfulness

of your doings ; and ye shall remain in the

Kasbi. ZuDZ, "a horror, a misfortune."

Travellers remark, that in the East, everywhere in

land that the Lord hath given unto you and

to your fathers, for from eternity to eteniit\-;

And go not after other gods to serve

them, and to bow down to them, and provoke

me not to anger with the works of your

hands; and I will not injure 30U.

7 Yet have ye not hearkened unto me,

saith the Lord; in order that ye might pro-

voke me to anger with the works of your own
hands to jour own injury.

8 Therefore thus hath said the Lord of

hosts. Because ye have not hearkened to my
words

:

9 Behold, I will send and take all the

families of the north, saith the Lord, and to

Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babjlon, my ser-

vant, and I will bring them over this land, and

over its inhabitants, and over all these nations

round about, and I will utterly destroy them,

and make them an astonishment, and a deri-

sion, and perpetual ruins.

10 And I will banish from them the voice of

gladness, and the voice of joy, the voice of the

bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the

sound of the mill,'' and the light of the lamp.

11 And this whole land shall become a

ruin and an (object of) astonishment; and

these nations shall serve the king of Babylon

seventy years.

12 And it shall come to pass, when seventy

years are completed, that I will visit on the

king of Babylon, and on that nation, saith the

Lord, their iniquity, and on the laud of the

Chaldeans, and will cliange it into perpetual

desolations.

13 And I w-ill bring over that land all my
words which I have spoken concerning it,

all that is written in this book, which Jere-

miah hath prophesied concerning all the

nations.

14 For when many nations and great kings

shall have made them also serve : I will then

i-ecompense them according to their deeds, and
according to the work of their owii hands.

15 *[] For thus hath said the Lord the God
of Israel unto me. Take the cup of the wine

of this fury out of my hand, and cause all

the nations to whom I send thee to drink it.

just as much as may be neccssarj' for the clay's consump-

tion. Where, tlicn, tlie noise of the mill is not heard in

the morning may be heard the nvisf nf the mills, which
!|
the morning, nor the light of the candle seen in the even-

often awakens peoplej for they generally grind every day ll ing, there must be an utter desolation.
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IG And they shall drink, and reel about,

and be mad, because of the sword that I -will

K'lid among them.

17 And I took the cup out of the hand of

the Lord, and caused to (h'ink all the nations,

unto whom tlie Lord had sent me

:

18 Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and

its kings, and its princes, to make them a

ruin, an astonishment, a derision, and a curse

;

as it is tliis day;

19 Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and his

servants, and his princes, and all his peo-

ple;

20 And all the confederated nations, and

all the kings of the land of 'Uz, and all tlie

kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ash-

kelon, and 'Azzah, and 'Ekron, and the rem-

nant of Ashdod

;

21 Edom, and Moab, and the children of

'Ammon

;

22 And all the kings of Tyre, and all the

kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isle"

which is beyond the sea

;

23 Dedan, and Thema, and Buz, and all

those that have their hair cut round;

2-4 And all the kings of Arabia, and all

tlie kings of the confederated nations that

dwell in the wilderness;

2-3 And all the kings of Zirari, and all the

kings of 'Elam, and all the kings of Media

;

20 And all the kings of the north, far and
near, one with another,'' and all the kingdoms

of the world, which are upon the face of the

earth ; and the king of Sheshach" shall drink

after them.

27 And thou shalt sa}' unto them, Thus
hath said the Lord of hosts, the God of

Israel, Drink ye, and become drunken,

and vomit, and fall, and rise no more, be-

cause of the sword, which I am sending

among you.

28 And it shall be, if they refuse to take

the cup out of thy hand to drink, that thou

shalt say unto them, Thus hath said the

Lord of hosts. Ye must certainly drink;

29 J^or lo, on the city which is called by

my name, 1 begin to intiict evil, and ye will

* Pliilippson, "tlic coastliind which is beyond the sea."

Zunz, "of" the i^sle which i.s by the sea."

' Zuuz, " wiio are near or far from cue another."

]5abylon.
'' The word DTniVlsni is of difficult construction : we

have foUowcd Zuuz, who supplies, " I will bring along"

—

&&2

remain utterly unpunished ? Ye shall not

remain unpunished; for a sword am I calling

up over all the inhabitants of the earth, saith

the Lord of hosts.

30 But thou, do thou prophesy concerning

them all these words, and say unto them,
The Lord will cry aloud from on high, and
from his holy habitation will he send forth

his voice; he Avill cry out very loudly over

his liabitation; the Aantner's call, as they that

tread out the grapes, will he lift up against

all the inhabitants of the earth.

31 A tumultuous noise cometh even to the

ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a contro-

vei'sy with the nations, he holdeth judgment
over all tiesh ; the wicked,—these he giveth

up to the sword, saith the Lord.

32 ][ Thus hath said the Lord of hosts. Be-

hold, evil goeth forth from nation to nation,

and a great storm-wind waketh up from the

farthest ends of the eai'th.

33 And the slain of the Lord shall be on
that day from one end of the earth even unto

the other end of the earth ; tiiey shall not be

lamented, nor gathered up, nor buried; they

shall be as dung upon the surface of the

ground.

34 Wail, ye shepherds, and cry; and roll

yourselves about (in the dust,) ye leaders of

the flocks; for full are your days for you to

be slaughtered, and I will scatter* you ; and
ye shall fall like a costly vessel.

35 And lost shall be the place of refuge for

the shepherds, and the escape for the leaders

of the flocks to escape.

30 There is the voice of the cry of anguish

of the shepherds, and the wailing of the leaders

of the flocks; for the Lord hath devastated

their pasture.

37 And in silent desolation lie tlie pasture-

lands of peace, because of the flerceness of the

anger of the Lord.

38 He hath forsaken his covert, like the

young lion ;" for their land is become desolate,

because of the iierceness of the wasting

(sword), and because of the fierceness of his

anscer.

"your scatterings." Rashi supplies, "shall approach to

conic;" thus, "and your scatterings shall approach to

come." " Like a costly vessel," is so explained by Rashi

:

" If you will say, AVc arc honourable— there is many a pre-

cious cryst.il vessel which fallcth and is broken."
° lledak supplies, "who fiudeth no prey in his den."
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CHAPTER XXVI.

1 ][ In the beginning of the reign of Jeho-

yakim the son of Josiah the king of Judah
came this word from the Lord, saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord, Place thyself

in the court of the house of the Lord, and
sjjeak against all of the cities of Judah, who
come to prostrate themselves in the house of

the Lord, all the words that I have com-
manded thee to speak unto them ; omit not a

word (thereof);

3 Perhaps it be that they Avill hearken,

and return every man from his evil way,
tliat I may bethink me of the evil, which I

purpose to do unto them, because of the

wrongfulness of their doings.

4 And thou shalt say unto them, Thus
hath said the Lord, If ye will not heai'ken to

me, to walk in my law, which I have set be-

fore you,

5 To hearken unto the words of ray ser-

vants the prophets, whom I send unto you,

yea, making them rise up early, and sending

them, while ye have not hearkened

:

6 Then Avill I render this house like Shi-

loh, and this city will I render a curse unto

all the nations of the earth.

7 ^ And the priests and the prophets and
all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these

words in the house of the Lord.

8 And it came to pass, when Jeremiah had
finished speaking all that the Lord had com-
manded (him) to speak unto all the people,

that the priests and the prophets and all the

people seized on him, saying. Thou shalt

surely die.

9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name
of the Lord, saving. Like Shiloh shall this

house be, and this city shall be ruined, (left)

without an inhabitant? And all the people

assembled themselves against Jeremiah in the

house of the Lord.

10 But when the princes of Judah heard
these things, they came up from the king's

house unto the house of the Lord, and sat

down at the entrance of the new gate of the

Lord's house.

11 Then said the priests and the prophets

unto the princes and unto all the people, as fol-

loweth. This man deserveth the punishment
of death ; for he hath prophesied against this

city, as ye have heard with your own ears.

12 ^ Then said Jeremiah unto all the
]irinces and unto all the people, as followeth,

The Lord hath sent me to prophesy .against

this house and against this city all the words
that ye have heard.

13 But now amend your ways and your
doings, and hearken to the voice of the Lord
your God : and the Lord will bethink him of

the evil that he hath spoken against you.

14 As for me, behold, I am in } our hand

;

do with me as .seemeth good and just in your
eyes^

15 But know ye for certain, that if 30 put
me to death, 3-e will surely place (the guilt of)

innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon
this city, and upon its inhabitants ; for in

truth hath the Lord sent me unto you to

speak in your eai's all these Avoi'ds.

10 Then said the princes and all the peo-

ple unto the priests and to the prophets, This

man is not deserving the punishment of

death; for in the name of the Lord our God
hath he spoken unto us.

17 And then rose up certain men of the

elders of the land, and said to all the assembly

of the people, as followeth,

18 Micliah the Morashthite prophesied in

the days of Ilezekiah the king of Judah, and
said to all the people of Judah, as followeth,

Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, Zion shall

be ploughed up like a field, and Jerusalem
shall become heaps of ruins, and the mountain
of the house, woody high-places."

19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all

Judah attempt to put him to death ? iDehold,

he did fear the Lord, and besought the Lord,

and the Lord bethought him of tlie evil which
he had spoken against them. And shall we
bring a great wickedness on our souls ?

2U And there was also a man that prophe-

sied in the name of the Lord, Uriyah the son

of Shema'yahu of Kir^ath-ye'arim, who pro-

phesied against this city and against this land

in accordance with all the words of Jere-

miah
;

21 And when king Jehoyakim, with all

his mighty men, and all the princes, heard

his words, the king sought to put him to

death ; but when Uriyahu heard it, he was
afraid, and fled, and arrievd in Egypt

;

22 But king Jehoyakim sent some men into

° Lit. " bigb-placcs of a forest."
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Eji-ypt, namfly, Elnathiin the son of 'Achbor,

and some mm with him into E^ypt.

23 And they f'otclied Uriyahu out of E.i^ypt,

and broiigiit him unto king- Jeho^'ukim, wJio

sknv him with the sword, and cast his dead

body upon the graves of the common peoi)le.

24 But the hand of Achikam the son of

Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so as not to give

him up into the hand of the people to put

him to death.

CHAPTER XXVII.

1 ^ In the beginning of the reign of Jeho-

yakim the son of Josiah the king of Judah
came this word unto Jeremiah from the Loud,

saying,

2 Thus said the Lord to me. Make for

thyself bands and yoke-bars, and put them
around thy neck,

3 And send such to the king of Edom, and
to the king of Moab, and to the king of the

children of 'Ammon, and to the king of Tyre,

and to the king of Zidon, by means of the

messengers who come to Jerusalem unto Zede-

kiah the king of Judah;
4 And thou shalt charge them unto their

masters, saying. Thus hath said the Loud of

hosts, the God of Israel, Thus shall ye say

unto your masters,

5 It is I who have made the earth, the

men, and the beasts that are uj)on the face

of the earth, by my great power and by my
outstretched arm, and I have given it unto
the one who seemcth proper in my eyes.

6 And now it is I who have given all those

countries into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar
tlie king of Babylon, my servant; and also

the beasts of the field have I given hini to

serve him.

7 And all nations shall serw him, and
his son, and his son's son, until tlie time of

his land is also come in its turn : when many
nations and great kings shall make it"

serve.

8 And it shall come to pass, that the na-

tion and the kingdom which will not serve

him, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
and that will not put its neck in the yoke of

the king of Babylon,—even that nation will I

punish with the sword, and with the famine,

' IJabylon, wliicli shall in its turn fall before other con-

querors, the Medcs and I'ersians.

634

and with the pestilence, saith the Lord, until

I have made an end of them by his hand.
'J But ye do not hearken to your [)rophets,

and to your diviners, and to your dreamers,
and to your enchanters, and to your .sorcerers,

who speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not
serve the king of Babylon

;

10 For falsehood do they prophesy unto
you, in order to remove you far from your
land; and that I might drive you out, and
that ye might perish.

11 But the nation that will bring its neck
into the yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him,—that one will I then let remain
quietly in its own land, saith the Lord; and it

shall till it, and dwell therein.

12 And unto Zedekiah the king of Judah
did I speak in accordance Avith all these

words, saying, Bring your neck into the yoke
of the king of Babylon, and serve him and
his people, that ye may live.

13 Why will ye die, thou and thy people,

by the sword, by the fomine, and by the pes-

tilence, as the Lord hath spoken concerning

the nation that will not serve the king of

Babylon ?

14 And do ye not hearken unto the words
of the prophets that say unto 3'ou, as follow-

eth, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon

;

for a falsehood do they prophesy unto you.

15 For I have not sent them, saith the

Lord, yet they prophesy in m\- name falsel\-

;

in order that I might drive you out, and that

ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that

prophesy unto you.

IG And unto the priests and unto all this

people did I speak, saying, Thus hath said

the Lord, Do not hearken to tlie words of

your ]irophets that jirophesy unto you, saying,

Behold, the vessels'' of the house of tlie Lord
sliall be brought again from Babylon now
speedily; for a falsehood do they prophesy
unto Aou.

17 Hearken not unto them; serve the king
of Babylon, that ye may live; wherelbre
should this city become a ruin ?

18 And if they be prophets, and if the word
of the Lord be with them, lot them now make
intercession with the Lord of hosts, that the

vessels which ai-e left in the house of the

' " Which had been carried away with Jechonyah."-

Uasiii.
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IjORD, .and in the house of the king of Judah,

and at Jerusalem, may not be (jarried" to

Babylon.

I'j ^[ For thus hath said the Loud of hosts

of the pillars,'' and concerning the sea, and

concerning the bases, and concerning the resi-

due of the vessels that are left in this city,

20 Which Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon did not take away, when he carried

away into exile Jechon^ah the son of Jehoj^a-

kim the king of Judah Irom Jerusalem to

Bab\lon, with all the nobles of Judah and
Jerusalem

;

21 ^ (Yea) for thus hath said the Lord of

hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels

that are left in the house of the Lord, and in

the house of the king of Judah and in Jeru-

salem,

22 Unto Babylon shall they be carried,

and there shall they remain imtil the day
that I think of them, saith the Lord, Avhen I

ig them up, and restore them to this

PTER XXVIII.

ame to pass in the same year,

ng of the reign of Zedekiah the

ah, in the fourth year," in the fifth

,*; there said unto me Chanan}'ah the

\r the prophet, who was from Gib-

'on, in Lini|house of the Lord, before the eyes

of the prpsts, and of all the peojile, as fol-

loweth, I
2 TluiMhath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Ismel, saying, 1 have broken the yoke
of the kiiM of Babylon;

o WitlMn yet two years" time will I cause

to be brJght back unto this place all the

vessels oMhe house of the Lord. avIucIi Nebu-
chadnezzB" the king of Babylon hath taken
away fvMx this place, and which he hath
carried tl Baljylon

:

4 Anm Jechonyah the son of Jehoyakim
the kin« of Judah, and all the exiles of
•Judah tBit are gone to Babylon, will I cause

to returB to this place, saith the Lord ; for

I will bAik the yoke of the king of Babylon.

5 TlA said Jeremiah the prophet unto
Clianan^h the prophet before the eyes of the

* Ileb. " come."
'' See 1 Kings vii. IS, &v ; 2 Kings xxv. l.T, &c.
° This is explained that Zedekiah commenced his reign

priests, and before the eyes of all the people

that stood in the house of the Lord,

Yea, then said Jeremiah the prophet,

A.men, may the Lord do so ; may the Lord
fulfil thy words which thou hast prophesied,

to cause the vessels of the Lord's house, and
all that have been carried into exile, to be
brought back from Babylon unto this place.

7 Nevertheless hear thou now this word
which I speak before thy tars, and before the

ears of all the people

:

8 The prophets that have been before me
and before thee from olden times prophesied

both concerning many countries, and against

great kingdoms, respecting war, and respect-

ing evil, and respecting pestilence.

9 The prophet who prophesieth of peace,

when the word of the prophet doth come to

pass, then shall the prophet be known, (as

the one) Avhom the Lord hath sent in truth.

lU Then took Chananyah the prophet the

yoke-bar from ofl' the neck of Jeremiah the

prophet, and broke it.

11 And Chananjah said befoi'e the eyes

of all the people, as followeth, Thus hath said

the Lord, Even so will I break the .yoke of

Nebuchadnezzar king of Balwlon v/ithin two
years' time from the neck of all the nations.

And Jeremiah the prophet went his way.
12 ^ Then came the Avox'd of the Lord

unto Jeremiah, after Chananyah the prophet

liad bi'oken the yoke-bar from oft" the neck of

Jeremiah the prophet, saying,

13 Go and say unto Chananyah as follow-

eth, Thus hath said the Lord, Yoke-bars of

wood hast thou broken ; but thou shalt make
in their stead yoke-bars of ii'on.

14 For thus hath said the Lord of liosts,

the God of Israel, A yol.e of iron have I

placed upon the neck of all these nations,

that they may serve Nebuch.adnezzar king of

Babylon; and they ^hall work lor him: and
also the beasts of the field have I given him.

15 Then said Jeremiah the prophet miU)

Chananyah the prophet, Hear now, (Chanan-

yah, The Lord did not .send thee; but thou

hast caused this people to trust on a false-

hood.

10 Therefore thus hath said the Lord, Be-

in (lie fciurth year after the rel -ase year, and that the

templi! was dostroyed at tlio first year after the release;

t. e. the eleventh of Zedekiah.
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hold, I Avill pcntl thee away from off the face

of the earth: this year slialt thou die, hecaiise

thou hast spoken rebelhon against the Lord.

17 So Chananyah the prophet died in that

same year, in the seventh month.

CHAPTER XXIX.
1 ^ And these are the words of the letter

that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusa-

lem unto the residue of the elders of the ex-

iles, and to the priests, and to the prophets,

and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar
had carried away into exile from Jerusalem

to Babylon

;

2 (After king Jechonyah and the queen-

mother, and the court-officers, the princes

of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpen-

ters, and the locksmiths, were departed from
Jerusalem;)

o By the hand of El'assah the son of Sha-

phan, and Gemaryah the son of Chilkiyah,

(whom Zcdekiah the king of Judah sent unto

Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby-

lon.) saying,

4 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, unto all the exiles, whom I

have caused to be carried into exile from Je-

rusalem unto Babylon,

5 Build ye houses, and dwell tlierein ; and

plant gardens, and eat their fruit

;

G Take ye wives, and beget sons and
daughters ; and take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters to husbands, that they

may bear sons and daughtei's; that ye may
multiply there, and not be diminished.

7 And seek the welfare" of the city whither

I have banislied you, and pray in its behalf

unto the Lord; for in its welfare shall ye fare

well.

8 T[ For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

the God of Israel, Let not your prophets, that

are in the midst of you, and your diviners, de-

ceive you, and do not hearken to your dreams
which ye cause*" to be dreamt.

9 For with falsehood do they prophesy

unto you in my name : I have not sent them,

saith the Lord.

10 ]f
For thus hath said tlie Lord, Because

only after the accomplishment of seventy

•Lit. "peace," or the state of wcll-liciiig roj^ulting

tlicDce.

lliJak; i'. c. are the cause of these being drctinit l>y

G5C

years for Babylon, will I visit }ou, and fulfil

respecting you my good word, in causing you
to return to this place.

11 For I alone know the thoughts that I

entertain respecting you, saith the Lord,

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
a (happy) future and hope.

12 And you will call upon me, and ye will

go" and will pray unto me, and I will hearken

unto 30U.

13 And ye will seek me, and find me, for

ye will search for me with all your heart.

14 And I will l)e found of you, saith the

Lord; and I will bring back ^our captivity,

and I will gather j'ou from all the nations,

and from all the places whither I have driven

you, saith the Lord; and I will cause you to

i-eturn into the place whence I have banished

you.^

15 Because ye have said, The Lord hath
raised us up prophets in Babylon.

16 ]| But thus hath said the Lord concern-

ing the king that sitteth upon the throne of

David, and concerning all the people that

dwell in this city, j-our brethren that are not

gone forth with 30U into exile

;

17 ^f Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

Behold, I will send out against them the

sword, the famine, and the pestilence ; and I

will render them like the detestable figs, that

cannot be eaten, frcmi being so bad.

18 And I will pursue them with the sword,

with the hmiine, and with the pestilence, and
will make them a horror unto all the king-

doms of the earth, a curse, and an astonish-

ment, and a derision, and a disgrace, among
all the nations whither I have driven them;

19 For the reason that they have not

hearkened to my words, saith the Lord, since

I sent unto them my servants the prophets,

causing them to rise up early and sending

them ; but ye would not hear, saith the Lord.

20 But ye—hear ye the Avord of the Lord,

all ye exiles whom I have sent away from

Jerusalem to Babylon.

21 ^ Tims hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, concerning Achab the son of

Kolayah, and of Zcdekiah the son of Ma'asse-

yah, who prophesy unto you in my name

the false prophets, by listeniog to them. Zuuz, '• which

you ilreani."

" Hashi supplies, " in my ways."
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falsehood, Behold, I will give them up into

the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon ; and he shall smite them before

your eyes

;

22 And a curse shall be derived from them
all for the exiles of Judah Avho are in Baby-

lon, saying, " May the Lohd make thee like

Zedekiah and like Achab, whom the king of

Babyon roasted in the fire ;"

23 Because they have done scandalous

deeds in Israel, and have committed adultery

with the wives of their neighbours, and have

spoken in my name folsehood, which I had

not commanded them ; whereas I am the one

that know, and am the witness, saith the

Lord.

24 Tl And to Shema'yahu the Nechlamite

shalt thou sa}', as followeth,

25 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, saying. Because thou hast sent

in thy name letters unto all the people that

are at Jerusalem, and to Zephanyah the son

of Ma'asseyah the priest, and to all the

priests, saying,

2G The Lord hath appointed thee priest in

the place of Jehoyada' the priest, that ye

should be superintendents in the house of

the Lord, for every man that is mad, and
that prophesieth, that thou shouldest put him
in the stocks, and in prison."

27 And now, why hast thou not rebuked Je-

remiah of 'Anathoth, who prophesieth to you ?

28 For the rea-son that he hath sent unto

us to Babylon, saying. It will last a long

time ; build ye houses, and dwell therein

;

and plant gardens, and eat the fruit thei'eof

29 And Zephanyah the priest read the

letter before the ears of Jeremiah the prophet.

30 Tl Then came the word of the Lord
unto Jeremiah, saying,

31 Send to all the exiles, .saying. Thus
hath said the Lord concerning Shema'yah the

Nechlamite, Whereas Shema'yah hath pro-

phesied unto 3-ou, while I have not sent him,

and he hath caused 3-ou to rely on a falsehood

:

32 Therefore thus hath said the Lord, Be-

hold, I will inflict punishment on Shema'yah
the Nechlamite, and on his seed ; he shall not

have a man to dwell in the midst of this peo-

ple ; and he shall iiot behold the good that I

am doing lor my people, saith the Lord; be-

cause he hath spoken revolt against the Lord.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 ^ The word that came to Jeremiah from

the Lord, saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord the Cod of

Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that

I have spoken unto thee in a book.

3 For, behold, days are coming, saith the

Lord, when I will bring back again the cap-

tivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith

the Lord ; and I will cau.se them to return to

the land that 1 have given to their fathers,

and they shall pos.sess it.

4 ^ And these are the words that the

Lord spoke concerning Israel and concerning

Judah

;

5 For thus hath said the Lord, A voice of

terror have we heard, dread, and no peace.

G Ask ye now, and see whether a male

doth give birth to a child ? wherefore do I see

every man with his hands on his loins, as a

woman in giving birth ? and why are all faces

turned pale ?''

7 Alas ! for that day is great, there is none

like it ; and a time of distress it is unto Jacob;

yet out of it shall he be saved.

8 And it shall come to pass on that day,

saith the Lord of hosts, that I will break his

yoke from ofl' thy neck, and thy bands will I

burst asunder; and strangers shall not make
him serve any more;

9 But they shall serve the Lord their God,

and David tlaeir king, whom I will raise up
unto them.

10 And thou—do not fear, my servant

Jacob, saith the Lord; and be not dismayed,

Israel ; for, behold, I will save thee from

afar, and thy seed from the land of their cap-

tivity ; and Jacob shall return, and shall l)e at

rest, and be secure, Avith none to terrify him.

11 For Avith thee am I, saith the Lord, to

save thee; though I make a full end of all

nations whither I have scatteivd thee, yet of

thee will 1 not make a full end; but I will

correct thee in moderation,'' and will not leave

thee altogether unpunished.''

* EoJak, " hand-cuffs."
' Lit. "chungcd into paleness."
* Kashi. Others, "according to riglit," as IS proper.

^ Rashi, " but I will not destroy thee totally ;" mean-

ing the punishment shall be a correction, but not a de-

struction of Israel.
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12 ^ For thus liath said llie Lord, Incurar

ble is thy bruise, and painful, thy wound.
13 Tlicre is no one to j)load thy cause, to

bind up (thy wound): usel'ul" remedies there

are none for thee.

14 All thy lovers have forj^otten thee; thee

they seek not; for with the blow of an enemy
have I smitten thee, with cruel cluistisement,

for the multitude of thy iniquity, because thy
sins were so numerous.

15 Why wilt thou cry out because of thy

breach? for thy pain which is incurable? be-

cause of the multitude of thy iniquity, because

thy sins were so numerous, have I done these

things unto thee.

16 Nevertheless all they that devour thee

shall be devoured; and all thy adversaries, all

of them, shall go into captivity ; and they

that plunder thee shall be (given up) to plun-

der, and all that prey upon thee will I give

up for a prey.

17 For 1 will place a healing plaster on
thy bruise,'' and of thy wounds will I cure

thee, saith the Lord; because they called

thee "an Outcast," "This is Zion, whom no
one seeketh after."

18 ]| Thus hath said the Lord, Behold, I

will bring back again the captivity of the

tents of Jacob, and on his dwelling-places

will I have mercy; and the city shall be

rebuilt upon her own heap of ruins, and the

palace shall be inhabited after its (ancient)

manner.
19 And there shall proceed out of them

thanksgiving, and the voice of those that

make merry : and I will multiply them, and
they shall not be diminished; I will also

make them numerous,'" and they shall not be

made few in number.
20 And their children shall be as afore-

timcs. and their congregation sliall be firmly

establishe<l before me, and 1 will punish all

that oppress them.

21 And their header shall l)e of themselves.

and their ruler siiall proceed from the midst

of them; and I will cause him to draw near,

' Pliilippson, "a remedy to cicatrize," i'. e. the wound.
^ Sec above, viii. 2'2. Hashi, simply, "healing;" "I

will brinj; up healing for tlioc."

• lUslii. Others, "I will give them honour and they

shall not be of little importance."
"" Ra.'ihi. (Sec xxiii. 19.) Philippson, "raging." Zunz,

"gathering."
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and he shall approach unto me; for who is

this that will venture of his own heart to ap-

proach unto me? saith the Lord.

22 And ye shall be unto me lor a jjeople,

and I will be unt(j you for a God.
2o 1j Behold, the storm-wind of the Lord

goetli forth with Any. an abiding'' storm-wind:
upon the head of the wicked shall it fall.

24 The fierceness of the anger of the Lord
will not turn back, until he have done, and
until he have fulfilled the ])urposes of his

heart : in the latter days shall ye understand
this.

CHAPTER XXXI.

1 ^ At the same time, saith the Lord,

will I be the God for all the families of Is-

rael, and they shall be unto me for a people.

2 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, The people

of those that are escaped of the sword found
grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when
it went to find rest.

3 "From afar is the Lord appeared unto

me," (saying,) Yea, with an everlasting love

have I loved thee; therefore have I guided"

thee with lovingkindness.

4 Yet again will I build thee up, and thou

shalt be built, virgin of Israel; yet again

shalt thou adorn thy timbrels, and go forth

in the dances of those that make merry.

5 Yet again shalt thou plant vineyards

upon the mountains of Samaria: the jjlanters

shall plant, and shall redeem the fruit.^

6 For there cometh a day, that the watch-

ers call out upon the mountain of Ephi-aim,

Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion inito the

Lord our God.

7 ^ For thus saith the Lord, Sing for

Jacob with joy, and sliout at the head of

the nations : ])ublish ye, praise ye, and say.

The Lord hath helped^' thy people, the rem-

nant of Israel.

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north

country, and I will gather them from the

farthest ends of the earth, among them the

blind and the lame, the pregnant woman and

"Jonathan. Philippson, "bore kindness for thee."

Zunz, "followed thee." lledak, "drew towanl thee"

Others, "drawn thee."
' ». r. The fruit of the fourth year after planting. (See

Lev. xix. '2;!, '2.5
; Dent. xx. (5.)"

« .Jonathiiu. Philippson, "Thou ha.st helped." Zunz,

"Help, Lonn;" and so English version.
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she that travailoth with child together: a

great asseiuhlj shall they return thither.

9 With weeping shall they come, and with

supplications will I bring them in : I will

lead them by brooks of water in a straight

way, whereon they shall not stumble; for I

am become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is

my first-born.

10 T[ Hear the word of the Lord, ye na-

tions, and tell it in the isles afar oft', and say,

He tliat scattereth Israel will gather him, and

keep him, as a shepherd his tlock.

11 For the Lord hath ransomed Jacob,

and redeemed him out of the hand of one

stronger than he.

12 And they shall come and sing on the

height of Zion, and shall come together as

a stream to the goodness" of the Lord, for

wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the

young of the flocks and of the herds, and
their soul shall be as a well-watered garden

;

and they shall not farther experience grief

any more.

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the

dance, and youth and old men together: and
I will change their mourning into gladness,

and I will comfort them, and make them
rejoice from their sorrow.

14 And I will satiate the soul of the priests

with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied

with my goodness, saith the Lord.

15 Tl Thus hath said the Lord, A voice is

heard in Raniah,'' groaning, weeping, and
bitter lamentation; Rachel is weeping for

her children, she refuseth to be comforted for

her (children, because they are not (here).

16 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, Refrain

thy voice fi'om weeping, and thy eyes from

tears ; for there is a reward for thy work,"

saith the Lord; and they shall return from
the land of the enemy.

' Zuiiz, "blessing." Jonathan, "they shall rejoice at

tbi!," &c.
'' Commentators, "on high."
° Rodak, " For the work of thy children who have borne

captivity many j'cars and have not forgotten my name,

nor transgres.sed my covenant." Rachel symbolic "for

flio whole people."
" Michlol Yophi, "the heart, the chief of the viscera,

and the scat of thought, of which alone it can be said

that it beats tumultuously."
" Zunz. Rashi, "small date-palms;" but more pro-

bably, palm-shaped columns, set on the road as guide-

post,s.

' Rashi, " How long wilt thou hide thyself from me,

17 And there is hope for (thee) in thy

future, saith the Loud, and thy children shall

return to their own borders.

18 I have indeed heard Ephraim bemoan-

ing himself, " Thou hast chastised me, and I

was chastised, ;is an untamed calf; cause me
to return, and I will return; for thou tirt the

Lord my God.

19 Surely after my returning, I repent;

and after 1 am made conscious (by punish-

ment), I smite upon my thigh : I am ashamed,

yea, I am confounded, because I bear the dis-

grace of my youth."

20 Is not Ephraim a dear son unto me?
or a child that I dandle? for whenever I

speak of him, I do earnest!}^ remember him
again ; therefore are my inward parts'' moved
for him; I will surely have mercy upon him,

saith the Lord.

21 Set thyself np waymarks, place thyself

pillars;' direct thy heart toward the high-

way, the way which thou didst go: return,

virgin of Israel, return to these thy cities.

22 How long wilt thou roam about, thou

backsliding daughter? for the Lord hath

created a new thing on the earth. The wo-

man' will seek for the husband.

23 T[ Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

the God of Israel, Yet again shall they say

this word in the land of Judah and in the

cities thereof, when I will bring back again

their captivity,—May the Lord bless thee, O
habitation of righteousness, holy mountain.

24 And there shall dwell therein Judah,

and in all his cities together, husbandmen,

_

and they that move about with the flocks.

25 For I have satiated the weary soul,

and every grieving soul have I gratified.''

26 For this did I awake, and looked about;

and my sleep was sweet unto me.""

27 j[ Behold, days are coming, saith the

because thou art ashamed to return to me becaase of thy

course ? behold, a new thing is created on the earth, that

the female goeth about after the man to ask him to marry

her." Israel is represented as the rebellious wife, (}od

as the husband; and when the time for the accomplish-

ment of the Lord's promises comes, the faithless spouse

will seek her readily forgiving, but, as it were, now absent

husband. (See also Hosea ii. 9, 18; iii. 5.) Rashi ex-

plains the verse also in this manner.

«Lit. "filled."

Philippson, referring n3V to Isaiah xxiv. 11, "va-

nished is all joy," translates, " and my sleep is vanished

from me;" and presumes that God is represented as

thoujih he awoke from sleep to redeem Israel whom he
^

609



JEREMIAH XXXI. XXXII.

Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel

and the house of" Judah with the seed of man,
and with the seed of cattle.

28 And it shall come to pass, that just as

I have Avatclied over them, to pluck up, and
to pull down, and to overthrow, and to de-

stroy, and to do harm : so will I watch over

them, to build up, and to plant, saith the

Lord.

29 In those days shall they not say any
more, The fathers have eaten sour grapes,

and the children's teeth are set on edge;

30 But every one shall die for his own
iniquity: every man that eateth the sour

grapes—his teeth shall be set on edge.

31 Behold, daj's are coming, saith the

Lord, when I will make with the house of

Israel, and with the house of Judah, a new
covenant

;

32 Not like the covenant that I made with
their fathers on the day that I took hold of

them by the hand to bring them out of the

land of Egypt; which my covenant they
have broken, although I was become their

husband," saith the Lord;
33 But this is the covenant that I will

make with the house of Israel, after those

days, saith the Lord, I place my law in their

inward parts, and upon their heart will I

write it; and I will be unto them for a God,
and they shall be unto me for a people.

34 And they shall not teach any more
every man his neighbour, and every man his

brothef", saying. Know the Lord ; for they
all shall know me, from the least of them
even unto their greatest, saith the Lord; for

I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will

I not remember any more.

35 ^f Thus hath said the Lord, who be-

stoweth the sun for a light by day, the ordi-

nances of the moon and of the stars for a
light by night, who stirreth up the sea

that its waves roar ; The Lord of hosts is his

name:
30 If these ordinances ever depart from

before me, saith the Lord, then also shall the

had left so long in captivity. Kushi and others, how-
ever, as we have given, "and my sloop was sweet unto
me;" and Rcdak coninieuts, as applied to the prophet,

seed of Israel cease from being a nation before

me during all time.

37 T[ Thus hath said the Lord, If the

heavens can be measured above, and the
foundations of the earth searched out beneath

:

then also will I reject all the seed of Israel,

for all that they have done, saith the Lord.
38

*i\
Behold, days are coming, saith the

Lord, when the city shall be built up to the

Lord from the tower of Chauanel unto the
corner-gate.

39 And the measuring-line shall yet again
go forth opposite it over the hill Gareb, and
shall take a turn to Go'ath.

40 And the whole valley of the dead
bodies, and of the ashes,'' and all fields as far

as the brook Kidron, unto the corner of the

hoi'se-gate toward the east, shall be holy unto
the Lord; it shall not be plucked up, nor

overthrown any more to eternity.

CHAPTER XXXIL
1 Tl The word that came to Jeremiah from

the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah the

king of Judah, which is the eighteenth year
of Nebuchadrezzar.

2 And at that time the king of Babylon's

army was besieging Jerusalem : and Jeremiah
the prophet was shut up in the court of the

prison, which was in the house of the king of

Judah

;

3 Because Zedekiah the king of Judah had
shut him up, saying. Wherefore art thou pro-

phesying, saying. Thus hath said the Lord,

Behold, I will give this city into the hand of

the king of BaWlon, and he shall capture it;

4 And Zedekiah the king of Judah shall

not esca2:)e out of the hand of the Chaldeans,

because he shall surely be given up into the

hand of the king of Bal)ylon, and his mouth
shall speak to his mouth, and his eyes shall

behold his eyes;

5 And to Babylon shall he lead Zedekiah,

and there shall he remain until I think of°

him, saith the Lord: though 3e fight with the

Chaldeans, ^e shall not prosper.

"" Rashi, "This prophecy applies to the coming future

in the last redemption, for it was not fulfilled during the

second temple." This proves, therefore, that we must
"I had .seen in the dream of prophecy this consolation, ' expect another redemption, besides the return from Raby
and therefore was my sleep sweet unto me," Ion, to accomplish the prophecies.

•Joseph Rimchi, " wherefore I loathed them." (See "Rashi, "the visitation of every man is death;''

uoto above, iii. 1-1-) Zedekiah shall remain in Rabyhm till ho die.

000



JEREMIAH XXXII.

^ And Jeremiah said, The Avord of the

Lord came unto me, saying,

7 BehoUl, Chanamel the son of Shalhim
thy uncle is coming unto thee, saying. Bay
for thyself my field that is in 'Anathoth ; for

unto thee helongeth the right of redemption to

buy it.

8 And there came to me Chanamel my
inicle's son according to the word of the Lokd
into the court of the prison, and he said unto

me, Buy, I pray thee, my field, that is in

'Anathoth, which is in the land of Benjamin

;

for to thee helongeth the right of inheritance,

and to thee helongeth the redemption, buy it

for thyself; then did I know, that it Avas the

word of the Lord.

9 And I bought the field from Chanamel
my uncle's son, that is in 'Anathoth ; and I

weighed out unto him the money, seven

shekels, and ten pieces of silver.

10 And I wrote it in a deed," and sealed

it, and had it certified by witnesses, and
weighed the money in balances.

11 And I took the deed of the purchase,

both that which wms sealed, according to the

law*" and custom, and that which was open :

12 And I gave the deed of the purchase
unto Baruch the son of Neriyah, the son of

Machseyah, before the eyes of Chanamel my
kinsman, and before the eyes of the witnesses

that had signed the deed of the purchase, be-

fore the eyes of all the Jews that were sitting

in the court of the prison.

13 And I charged Baruch before their

eyes, saying,

14 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, Take these deeds, this deed of

the purchase, both the sealed, and this open
deed, and place them in an earthen vessel,

in order that they may last many days."

15 ^ For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

the God of Israel, Yet again shall there be
bought houses and fields and vineyards in this

land.

10 ^ And I prayed to the Lord after" I

* Lit. " letter," or " book ;" here the evidences of
sale, "a deed."

'' Zanz, "with the instruction and the conditions," (i". e.

of the sale,) which it is alleged was not published, while the
"open," the transfer deed, was for the public inspection.

° Zunz, "years."
^ Although the prophet strictly followed the injunction

3 V

had delivered the deed of the purchase unto
Baruch the son of Neriyah, saying,

17 Ah Lord Eternal! behold, it is thou
that hast made the heavens and the earth by
thy great power and by thy outstretched

arm ; nothing is too wonderful for thee;

18 Thou exercisest kindness unto the

thousandth (generation), and recompensest
the iniquity of the fathers unto the bosom of
their children after them; (thou art) the

Great, the Mighty God, the Lord of hosts is

his name

;

19 Great in counsel, and mighty in execu-
tion; (thou) whose eyes are open over all the
ways of the sons of man ; to give unto every
one according to his ways, and according to

the fruit of his doings

;

20 Who hast displayed signs and wonders
in the land of Egypt, up to this day, and in

Israel, and among other men ; and thou hast

made thyself a name, as it is at this day

;

21 And thou didst bring forth thy people

Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs,

and with wonders, and with a strong hand,
and with an outstretched arm, and with
great terror;

22 And thou gavest them this land, w^hich

thou hadst sworn to their fathers to give

unto them, a land flowing with milk and
honey

;

23 And they came in, and took possession

of it ; but they hearkened not to thy voice,

and in thy law they did not w\alk ; all that
thou hadst commanded them to do they did
not do: and thou hast therefore caused all

this evil to befall them.

24 Behold the mounds* reach unto the city

to capture it; and the city is given up into the
hand of the Chaldeans, who fight against it,

because of the sword, and of the famine, and
of the pestilence : and what thou hast spoken
is come to pass; and, behold, thou secst it.

25 And yet thou hast said unto me,
Lord Eternal, Buy for thyself the field for

money, and have it certified by witnesses;

of the inspiration to make a regular purchase of the land,

to write a deed, take witnesses, and to use even the form-

ality of making a duplicate; still ho himself felt over-

come by human weakness : hence the beautiful pr-iycr in

the test.

° The works of the besiegers on which the engines of
attack were placed.
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while the city is given up into the hand of I

the Chaldeans. i

20 ^f Then came the word of tlie Lukd

unto Jeremiah, saying,

27 Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all

flesh ; shall any thing be too wonderful for me?
28 Therefore thus hath said the Lord, Be-

hold, I will give up this city into the hand of

the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchad-

rezzar the king of Babylon, and he shall cap-

ture it

:

29 And the Chaldeans, that fight against

this city, shall come and set this city on fire,

and bui-n it with the houses, upon the roofs

of which they have offered incense unto Ba'al,

and have poured out drink-offerings unto other

gods, in order to provoke me to anger;

30 For the children of Israel and the chil-

dren of Judah have been doing only what is

evil in my eyes from their youth ; for the

children of Israel have been only provoking

me to anger with the work of their hands,

saith the Lord.

31 For to excite my anger and my fury

hath been unto me this city from the day
that they built it, even until this day; so that

I will remove it from before my presence;

32 Because of all the wickedness of the

children of Israel and of the children of Ju-

dah, which they have done to provoke me to

anger, they, their kings, their princes, their

priests, and their prophets, and the men of

Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

33 And they turned unto me the back,

and not the face: though (my prophets)

taught them, rising up early and teaching;

yet they hearkened not to receive instruction.

34 But they placed their abominations in

the house, which is called by my name, to

defile it.

35 And they built the high-places of Ba'al,

Avhich are in the valley of the son of Ilin-

nom, to cause their sons and their daughters

to pass through (the fire) unto Molech; which

I liad not commanded them, and which had

not come into my mind, to exercise this abo-

mination, in order to mislead Judah to sin.

3G ][ But now, tlierefore, thus hath said the

Lord, the God of Israel, concerning this city,

whereof ye say, It is given up into the hand
of the king of Babylon through the sword,

and through the famine, and through the

pestilence

:

37 Behold, I will gather them out of all

the countries, whither I have driven them
in my anger, and in my fury, and in great

wrath; and I will bring them back again

unto this place, and I will cause them to

dwell in safety;

38 And they shall be unto me for a people,

and I will be unto them lor a God;
39 And I will give them one heart, and

one manner, to fear me at all times, that it

may be well with them, and with their chil-

dren after them;
40 And I will make with them an ever-

lasting covenant, that I will not turn away
from them, to do them good on my part ; and
my fear will I place in their heart, so that

they may not depart from me.

41 And I Avill rejoice over them to do
them good; and I will plant them in this

land in truth, with all my heai't and with all

my soul.

42 \\ For thus hath said the Lord, Just as

I have brought upon this people all this great

evil, so will I bring upon them all the good
that I speak concerning them.

43 And the field shall yet be bought in

this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate with-

out man or beast, it is given up into the hand
of the Chaldeans.

44 Men shall buy fields for money, and
write it in deeds, and seal it, and certify it

by witnesses, in the land of Benjamin, and in

the environs of Jerusalem, and in the cities

of Judah, and in the cities of the mountain,

and in the cities of the lowlands, and in the

cities of the south ; for I will cause their cap-

tivity to return, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet

shut up in the court of the prison, saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord who doth this,

the Lord that formeth it, to establish it; the

Etern.vl is his name;
3 Call unto me, and I will an.swer thee,

and I will tell thee great and unheai'd" of

things, which thou knowest not.

4 Tf For thus hath said the Lord, the God

* Rashi, "Preserved in my lie.irt to do thera;" or as

rendered by Pliilippson, "unheard;" i'. e. not yet revealed

by God to mortals, llcdak, "niiglity tliiugg."



JEREMIAH XXXIII.

of Israel, concerning the houses of this city,

and concerning the houses of the kings of

Judah, which are thrown down l)y means of

the mounds, and hy means of the sword

;

5 As tliey" come to fight Avith the Chal-

deans, hut only to fill those with the coi'pses

of the men whom I slay in my anger and in

my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have

hidden my face from this city

:

Behold, I will bring it healing and cure,

and I will cure them, and I will display unto

them the alnnidance'' of peace and truth.

7 And I will cause to return the captivity

of Judah and the captivity of Israel, and I

will build them up, as at the first.

8 And I will cleanse them from all their

guiltiness, whereby they have sinned against

me; and I will pardon all their iniquities,

whereby they have sinned toward me, and

whereby they have transgressed against me.

9 And it shall be to me for a name of joy,

a praise and an honour watli all the nations

of the earth, who will hear all the good that

I am doing unto them ; and they shall dread

and tremble because of all the good and be-

cause of all the happiness" that I prepare

unto it.

10 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, Yet again

shall there be heard in this place, which ye

sa}'', " It is ruined, without man and without

beast," (even) in the cities of Judah, and in

the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate,

without man, and without inhabitant, and
without beast,

11 The voice of gladness, and the voice of

joy, the voice of the bridegroom, and the

voice of the bride, the voice of those that say,

"Give thanks unto the Lord of hosts; for the

Lord is good; for his kindness endureth for

ever:" of those that bring thanksgiving-offer-

in"; unto the house of the Lord. For I will

" After J'hilippson, who refers the word D'N3 "those

who come," to the Israelites; meaning, the struggle

should be iu vain. Redak considers the preceding verse

to indicate that the houses were tiirowu down by the

citizens to nialce ramparts against the besiegers, (Jona-

than, "to strengthen the walls against those who slay

with the sword;") to which this ver.sc then follows, "be-

cause they come to fight," &c. Others refer D'N2 to the

instruments of siege and destruction; thus, "which come
ict'/h the Chaldeans to fight, only to fill," &c.

* Zunz, "the granting;" mn;' from the root inj' "to

entreat." Kashi, simply, " the blessing of peace, salut."

° Lit. "peace."

cause to return the captivity of the land, as

at the first, saith the Lord.

12 Tl Tints hath said the Lord of hosts,

Yet again shall there be in this place, which

is ruined, without man and even without

beast, and in all its cities, an habitation of

shepherds who cause their flocks to lie down.

13 In the cities of the mountain, in the

cities of the lowlands, and in the cities of the

south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in

the environs of Jerusalem, and in the cities

of Judah, shall the flocks'' yet pass again

under the hands of him that counteth them,

saith the Lord.

14 ]y Behold, days are coming, saith the

Lord, when I will fulfil that good word which

I have spoken concerning the house of Israel

and respecting the house of Judah.

15 In those days, and at that time, will I

cause to grow up unto David the sprout of

righteousness; and he shall execute justice

and righteousness in the land.

16 In those days shall Judah be helped,

and Jerusalem shall dwell in safety : and this

is what she shall be called, Tue Lord is our

RIGHTEOUSNESS.

17 ][ For thus hath said the Lord, There

shall never be wanting" unto David a man to

sit upon the throne of the house of Israel

;

18 And unto the priests the Levites there

shall not be wanting a man before me, to

offer' bumt-offerings, and to burn meat-offer-

ings, and to prepare sacrifices at all times.

19 Tl And the word of the Lord came unto

Jeremiah, saying,

20 Thus hath said the Lord, If ye can

break my covenant with the day, and my
covenant with the night, and so, that there

be not day and night in their season

:

21 Then also shall my covenant be broken^

with David my servant, that he should not

* Rashi comments, " The Israelites shall go out and

come in under a king who gocth at their head."
' Ilashi, "not an everlasting cutting off; but if he should

cease for a time, he will at length return."

' Rashi, "there shall not be cut off descendants fit to

sacrifice," i. e. " burnt-offerings," &c.

s It is evident that, as the prophet at the same time

predicted the destruction of both kingdom and priesthood,

he foretold the continuity only of descendants of David

and Aaron, so that there shall at no time be wanting

those who shall luiea/h/ be fit to act as their successors.

(See also Isaiah Ixvi. "21, and Ilosea iii. -t, 5, which fully

confirm this construction.) To this day there are many
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have a son to reign uijon his throne; and

(that) with the Levites the priests, my minis-

ters.

22 As the liost of heaven cannot be num-
bered, and the sand of the sea not be measured

:

so will I multiply the seed of David my ser-

vant, and the Levites that minister unto me.
23 ][ And the word of the Lord came to

Jeremiah, saying,

24 Hast thou not observed what this* peo-

ple have spoken, saying, The two families''

which the Lord hath made choice of, even
these hath he rejected; and they" (thus)

have despised m)' people, that they should

lie no more a nation before them.
25 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, If my

covenant be not with day and night, if I

have not appointed the ordinances of heaven
and earth:

26 Then also wall I reject the seed of Ja-

cob, and David my servant, so as not to take

any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; for I will cause

their captivity to return, and have mere}' on
them.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 ^ The word which came unto Jeremiah

from the Lord, when Nebuchadnezzar the

king of Babylon, and all his army, and all

the kingdoms of the country ruled by his

power, and all the people, fought against

Jerusalem, and against all its cities, saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord, the God of

Israel, Go and speak to Zedckiah the king of

Judah, and say to him, Thus hath said the

Lord, Behold, I will give up this city into the

hand of the king of Babylon, that he may
burn it with fire:

3 And thou thyself shalt not escape out of

his hand ; but thou shalt surely be caught,

and be delivered into his hand; and thy eyes
shall sec the eyes of the king of Babylon, and
his mouth shall speak with tliy mouth, and to

Babylon shalt thou go.

who claim descent from David, and everywhere we meet
with those whom common consent hallows as the sons of
Aaron and Levi.

* The Chaldeans and the enemies of Israel.
' David and Aaron.
" llashi comments here, "and with these words flicy

cause my people to reject (me,) not to be a nation uuto
me, and they teach thorn to say the Lord will not turn

4 Yet hear the word of the Lord, Zedc-
kiah king of Judah, Thus hath said the Lord
respecting thee. Thou shalt not die by the

sword

:

5 In peace shalt thou die : and as buntings
were made** for thy fathers, the former kings
who were before thee, so shall they make
burnings for thee; and "'Ah lord" shall they
lament for thee ! for I have spoken the word,
saith the Lord.

G ^f And Jeremiah the prophet spoke unto
Zedekiah the king of Judah all these words
in Jerusalem,

7 When the army of the king of Babylon
were fighting against Jerusalem, and against

all the cities of Judah that were left, against

Lachish, and against 'Azekali; for these had
been left of the cities of Judah as fortified cities.

8 ^ The word which came unto Jeremiah
from the Lord, after king Zedekiah had
made a covenant with all the people who
were at Jerusalem, to proclaim among them-
selves freedom

;

9 That every man should dismiss his man-
servant, and every man his maid-servant,

being a Hebrew man or a Helarcw woman,
free ; so that no man among them should ex-

act labour of a Jew, his brother.

10 And all the princes had hearkened,

with all the people, who had entered into the

covenant, that every one should dismiss his

man-servant, and every one his maid-servant,

free, that no one should exact labour of them
any more; and they had obeyed, and dis-

missed them.

11 But they had turned afterward, and
they had brought back the men-servants and
the maid-servants whom they had dismissed

as free, and had sul)jected them to become
men-servants and maid-servants.

12 T[ And the word of the Lord (then)

came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,

13 Thus hath said the Lord, the God of

Israel,—I ni} self made a covenant with yoin*

fathers on the day that I brought them forth

from his anger again, and that repentance would not

avail tbcm." How truly h.is this been fulfilled, cvcu to

tliis day ! the rejection of Israel being the constant theme
to make us swerve from our God.

'' Kashi, "Thtis was their eustom to burn for the kings

their beds and the things they had hnd in u.^e." JJut

from 2 Chron. svi. 14 it appears that they burnt spices

and aromatic herbs.
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out of the land of Egj'pt, out of the house of

bondmen, saving,

14 At the end of seven years shall ye dis-

miss every man his brother the Hebrew, who
may have been sold unto thee; and when he
bath served thee six years, then shalt thou

dismiss him free from thee; but your Withers

hearkened not unto me, and inclined not

their ear.

15 And je liad turned this day, and done
what is right in my eyes, to proclaim freedom

every man to his neighbour; and 3'e had
made a covenant before me in the house over

which my name is called;

16 But ye have turned (again) and pro-

faned my name, and ye have brought back

every man his man-servant, and every man
bis woman-servant, whom ye had dismissed

as free at their pleasure, and have subjected

them to be unto j'ou for men-servants and for

maid-servants.

17 T[ Therefore thus hath said the Lord,

Ye indeed have not hearkened unto me, to

proclaim freedom, every one to his brother,

and every one to his neighbour : behold, I

proclaim a freedom over you, saith the Lord,

to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the

famine; and I will make you a horror unto
all the kingdoms of the earth.

18 And I will give up the men that have
transgressed my covenant, who have not ful-

filled the words of the covenant which they
had made before me, at the calf" which they
cut in twain, and between the parts whereof
they passed,

19 The princes of Judali, and the princes

of Jerusalem, the court-servants, and the

priests, and all the people of the land, who
have passed between the parts of the calf;

20 (Yea) I will give them up into the hand
of their enemies, and into the hand of those

that seek their life; and their dead bodies

shall become food unto the fowls of the hea-

vens, and to the beasts of the earth.

" Manner of making a covenant. (Sec Gen. xv. 10-17.)
' The llechabites were a family of the Kenites, (1 Cliron.

ii. r>5,) and were most probably the descendants of Jethro,

the father-in-law of Moses. (Compare Num. x. 29-32,
with Judg. i. IG., iv. 11.) Though they dwelt among the

Isnu-litos from the first, they were never iucorp(jrated

with them, nor had any inheritance as.signcJ them, but

were merely regarded as friends and allies. At the time

of Jeremiah, as wc sec in verse 1, they had sought refuge

I

21 And Zcdekiah the king of Judah and

j

his princes will I give up into the hand of

i
their enemies, and into the hand of those that

j

seek their life, and into the hand of the army
' of the king of Babylon, that are (now) gone

away from you.

22 Behold, I will command, speaketh the

Lord, and I will bring them back to this

city; and they shall tight against it, and cap-

ture it, and burn it with lire; and the cities

of Judah will I make a desert without an in-

habitant.

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 ][ The word which came unto Jeremiah

from the Lord in the days of Jehoyakim the

son of Josiah the king of Judah, saying,

2 Go unto the house of the Rechabites,''

and speak with them, and bring them into

the house of the Lord, into one of the cham-
bers, and offer them wine to drink.

3 Then I took Yaazan3ah the son of Jere-

miah, the son of Chabazzinyah, and his

brethren, and all his sons, and the whole
house of the Rechabites

;

4 And I brought them into the house of

the Lord, into the chamber of the sons of

Chanan, the son of Yigdalyahu, the man of

God,' Avhich was alongside of the chandler

of the princes, which was above the chamber
of Ma'aseyahu the son of Shallum, the keeper
of the door :*

5 And I set before the sons of the house of

the Rechabites goblets full of Avine, and cups;

and I said unto them. Drink wine.

6 But they said. We will not drink wine

;

for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father hath
laid a charge on us, saying, Ye shall not drink

wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever;

7 Nor shall ye build any house, nor sow
seed, nor plant a vineyard, nor have (any
such); but in tents shall ye dwell all your
days; in order that ye may live many days on
the face of the land where ye may sojourn.

in Jerusalem against Nebuchadnezzar. Benjamin of

Tudcla, in his travels, asserts, that he found this tribe j-et

existing in the district of Theima, in Arabia; and Niebuhr,

that he found the Beni-kheiber on the mountain east of

Medina. Jonadab here mentioned is suppo.scd to be the

one spoken of in the history of Jeliu. (2 Kings x. 15, 23.)
° Jouath.in, " the prophet of the LoUD."
'' lleb. " threshold." Itiishi, " treasurer."
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8 And Avc have hearkened unto the voice

of Jehonadab the son of llechab ouv father in

all that he hath charged us, not to drink any

wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons,

and our daughters;

9 And not to build houses for our dwell-

ing: and we never had any vineyard, or

field, or seed

;

10 But we have dwelt in tents, and have
obeyed, and done in accordance with all that

Jonadab our father hath commanded us.

12 But it came to pass, when Nebuchad-
rezzar the king of Babylon came up into the

land, that we said. Come, and let us go into

Jerusalem because of the army of the Chal-

deans, and because of the army of the Syrians;

and so we dwell at Jerusalem.

12 ^ Then came the word of the Lord
unto Jeremiah, saying,

1;] Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

Cod of Israel, Go and say to the men of

Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will

ye not receive instruction to hearken to my
words ? saith the Lord.

14: Fulfilled are the words of Jehonadab
the son of llechab, that he hath commanded
his sons not to drink wine ; and they have
not drunk any even unto this day ; because

they have obeyed the commandment of their

father ; but I, I have spoken unto you, early

in the day and speaking; but ye have not

hearkened unto me.
15 And I have sent unto you all my ser-

vants the prophets, making them rise up
early and sending them, saying. Do but return

every man from his evil way, and amend
your deeds, and go not after other gods to

serve them: and so shall ye remain in the

land which I have given to you and to your
fathers ; but ye have not inclined your ear,

and have not hearkened unto me.
IG Because the sons of Jehonadab the son

of Rechab have fulfilled the commandment of

their father, which he commanded them; but

as this pooj)le have not hearkened unto me

:

17 Therefore thus hath said the Lord, the

God of hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I

will bring upon Judah and upon all the inha-

bitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have
s])oken concerning them ; because I spoke
unto tlieni, but they would not hear; and I

calU'd unto them, but they would not answer.
18 And unto the house of the Ilechabite-s

&0G

said Jeremiah, Thus hath said the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, Whereas ye have
hearkened to tlie charge of Jonadab your
father, and have kept all his commandments,
and have done in accordance with all that he
hath commanded you

:

19 Therefore thus hath said the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, There shall not be
wanting unto Jehonadab the son of Rechab
a man to stand before me at all times.

CHAPTER XXXVL
1 T[ And it came to pass in the fourth

year of Jehoyakim the son of Josiah the king

of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiali

from the Lord, saying,

2 Take thee a roll-book, and write therein

all the words that I have spoken unto thee

against Israel, and against Judah, and against

all the nations, from the day that I spoke
unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even until

this day.

3 Peradventure it be that the house of

Judah will hear all the evil Avhich I purpose

to do unto them; in order that the}" may re-

turn every man from his evil way; that I

may forgive their iniquit}' and their sin.

4 T[ Then did Jeremiah call Baruch the

son of Neriyah ; and Baruch wrote from the

mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord,

which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll-

book.

5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, say-

ing, I am shut up;* I am not able to enter

into the house of the Lord :

G Therefore go thou, and read in the roll,

which thou hast written from m}- mouth, the

words of the Lord before the ears of the ]ieo-

ple in the house of the Lord on the fiist-da}-;

and also before the cars of all Judah that

come out of their cities shalt thou read

them.

7 Perhaps it may be that they will humlily

present'' their supplication before the Lord,

and will return every one from his evil way;
for great are the anger and the fury that the

Lord hath decreed against this people.

8 And Baruch the son of Neriyah did in

accordance with all that Jeremiah the i)ro-

* PLilippson, "I am excluded," i'. r. liy the liutrcd of

the persceutirif^ priest;!, from entering the temple.
" Heb. "their supplieatiim sliall fall."
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phet had commanded him, to read in the

book the words of the Lokd in the house of

the Lord.

9 ^f And it came to pa.ss in the fifth year

of Jehoyakim the son of Josiah the king of

Judah, in the ninth month, that they pro-

claimed a fast before the Lord for all the peo-

ple in Jerusalem, and for all the people that

came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusa-

lem.

10 And Baruch read in the book the words
of Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the

chamber of Gemaryahu the son of Shaphan
the scribe, in the upper court, at the entrance

of the new gate of the Lord's house, before

the ears of all the people.

11 And when Michayhu the son of Ge-
maryahu, the son of Shaphan, had heard all

the words of the Lord out of the book,

12 He went down into the king's house,

into the scribe's chamber; and, lo, all the

princes were sitting there, even Elishama' the

scribe, and Delayahu the sou of Shema'yahu,
and Elnathan the son of 'Achbor, and Gemar-
yahu the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the

son of Chananyahu, and all the princes.

13 And Michajhu told unto them all the

words which he had heard, when Baruch
read in the book before the ears of the peo-

ple.

14 Thereupon sent all the princes Jeliudi

the son of Nethan3-ahu, the son of Shelem-
yahu, the son of Cuslii, unto Baruch, say-

ing. The roll wherein thou hast read before

the ears of the people,—this take in thy hand,
and come. So Baruch the son of Neriyahu
took the roll in his hand, and came unto

them.
15 And they said unto him. Sit down, we

pray thee, and read before our ears. So Ba-
ruch read it l^efore their ears.

10 Now it came to pass, Avhen they heard
all the words, they looked terrified at each
other, and they said unto Baruch, We will

surely tell the king of all these words.

17 And they asked Baruch, saying, Do

* No doubt but that the princes, touched for the mo-
ment by the denunciation which they had heard, desired

to report the words to the king, in the hope of producing
an amendment; but they wished first to be convinced
that Baruch had not misrepresented the prophet, who,
though not loved, was yet fully believed by the better in-

formed of the people. This doubt was removed by the

tell us. How didst thou write down all these

words from his mouth?
18 Then said Barucli unto them. With his

mouth did he utter clearly all these words
unto me, and I wrote them in the book with
ink.*

19 ^ Then said the princes unto Baruch,
Go, hide thyself, thou with Jeremiah; and let

no man know where ye are.

20 And they went in to the king into the

court, but the roll they had put in safe keep-
ing in the chamber of Elishama' the scribe;

and they told before the ears of the king all

the words.

21 But the king sent Jehudi to fetch the
roll; and he took it out of the chamber of
Elishama' the scribe. And Jehudi read it

before the ears of the king, and before the
ears of all the princes who stood around the

king.

22 Now the king was sitting in the whiter-

house in the ninth month:*" and a pan of

coals was burning before him.

23 And it came to pass, when Jehudi had
read three or four pages, that he cut it with
the writer's knife, and cast it into the fire

that was in the coal-jian, until all the roll

was consumed in the fire that was in the
coal-pan.

24 Yet they were not terrified, nor did
they rend their garments, either the king, or

any of his servants that had heard all these

words.

25 And although Elnathan and Delayahu
and Gemaryahu had also made intercession

with the king that he might not burn the
roll, he would not listen to them.

26 And the king commanded Yerachmeiil
the son of the king," and Serayahu the son
of 'Azriel, and Shclemyahu the son of 'Ab-
detil, to seize on Baruch the scribe and Jere-

miah the prophet; but the Lord hid them.
27 ^ Then came the word of the Lord to

Jeremiah, after the king had burnt the roll,

and the words which Baruch had written
down from the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,

simplicity of the answer, which is in substance that the

amanuensis only wrote down the words as they fell dis-

tinctly from the inspired lips of the seer.

j

" The month of Kislev, as now called, coincident with

j

December, or November and December.

I

° Others take llammehch as a proper name, as Jehoya-
kim had at that time no grown son.
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28 Take thee again another roll, and write

on it all the former words that have been on

the first roll, which Jehojakim the king of

Jiulah hath burnt.

29 And concerning Jehoyakim the king

of Judah shalt thou say, Thus hath said the

LoKD, Thou hast indeed burnt this roll, say-

ing, Why hast thou written therein, saying.

The king of Bal^ylon shall certainly come
and destroy this land, and shall cause to

cease therefrom man and beast?

30 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
concerning Jehoyakim the king of Judah, He
shall have no one to sit upon the throne of

David; and his dead body shall be cast out

to the heat in the day, and to the cold in the

night.

31 And I will visit on him and on his seed

and on his servants their iniquity ; and I will

bring over them, and over the inhabitants of

Jerusalem, and against the men of Judah, all

the evil that I have spoken against them;

while they did not hearken.

32 ^ And Jeremiah took another roll,

and gave it to Baruch the son of Neriyahu

the scribe; who wrote thereon from the

mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book

which Jehoyakim the king of Judah had
burnt in the fire: and there were yet added

unto them many words like them.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
1 ^ And Zedekiah the son of Josiah reign-

ed as king in the place of Conyahu the son of

Jehoyakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar the king

of Babylon made king in the land of Judah.

2 But neither he, nor his servants, nor the

people of the land, did hearken unto the

words of the Lord, which he spoke by means
of Jeremiah the pro])liet.

3 And king Zedekiah sent Jehuchal the

son of Shelemyah and Zephanyahu the son

of Ma'asseyah the priest imto Jeremiah the

prophet, saying. Pray now in our behalf unto

the Lord our God.

4 Now Jeremiah came and went out among
the peojjle; and they put him not into the

prison-house.

5 But the army of Pharaoh was come

* Rcdak ; but Jonathan and Rashi, " to divide his pro-

perty ;" but the sense is, probably, that ho feared ill-usage,

and dctiri'il to escape it by a timely flight.

&08

forth out of Egypt; and when the Chaldeans
that besieged Jerusalem heard the report of

them, they withdrew from Jerusalem.

6 }\ Then came the word of the Lord unto
the prophet Jeremiah, saving,

7 Thus hath said the Lord, the God of Is-

rael, Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah,
that hath sent you unto mo to inquire of me,
Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth

to help you, returneth into its own land to

Egypt.

8 But the Chaldeans will come again, and
fight against this city, and capture it, and
burn it with fire.

9 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, Deceive not

yourselves, saying. The Chaldeans will cer-

tainly go away from us ; for they will not go

away.
10 For if even ye had smitten the whole

army of the Chaldeans that fight against you,

and there remained among them (only such)

men as are pierced through, ^-et should they

rise up, every man in his tent, and burn this

city with fire.

11 And it came to pass, when the army
of the Chaldeans had withdrawn from Jeru-

salem because of the army of Pharaoh,

12 ^ That Jeremiah went forth out of

Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to

make his escape' thence in the midst of the

people.

13 But as he was in the gate of Benjamin,

there was there a captain of the guardsmen,

whose name Avas Yiriyah, the son of Shelem-

yah, the son of Chanayah; and he seized

hold of Jeremiah the prophet, saying. Thou
runnest away to the Chaldeans.

14 But Jeremiah said. It is false; I am
not running away to the Chaldeans. But he

listened not to him; but Yiriyah seized lu)ld

of Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes.

15 Thereupon were the princes wroth with

Jeremiah, and struck him, and put him in

prison in the house of Jonathan the .«icrilx?;

for that had they made into a prison-house.

16 When Jeremiah had been placed in the

dungeon, within the traders' shops,*" where
Jeremiah I'emained many days

:

17 King Zedekiah sent, and had him taken

" Jonathan considers that in the front of the prison there

were traders' shops where goods were sold. Others re-

gard nv:n as synonymous with "the keep" of a castle, or
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out; and the king asked him in his house in

secret, and said, '" Is there any word from the

Lord?" And Jeremiah said, "There is:"

and he said, Into the hand of the king of

Babylon shalt thou be given up.

IS And Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah,

What have I sinned against thee, and against

thy servants, and against this people, that

ye have put me into the prison-house?

19 And where are now ^-our prophets who
have prophesied unto you, saying, The king

of Bab3-lon will not come against you, and
against this land?

20 Yet now, do but hear, I pray thee,

my lord the king : let me ofler my humble
supplication, I pray thee, before thee, that

thou wilt not make me return to the house

of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.

21 Then commanded king Zedekiah that

they should put Jeremiah in ward in the

court of the prison, and that they should

give him a loaf of bread for every day out of

the bakers' street, until all the bread was
siieut out of the city. Thus Jeremiah re-

mained in the court of the prison.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
1 And Shephatyah the son of Matthan,

and Gedalyahu the son of Pashchur, and
Juchal the son of Shelemyahu, and Pashchur
the son of Malki3ah, heard the words that

Jeremiah was speaking unto all the people,

saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord, He that re-

maineth in this city shall die by the sword,

by the famine, and by the pestilence ; but he
that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live;

and he shall have his life as a booty, and
shall live.

3 T[ Thus hath said tlie Lord, This city

shall surely be given up into the hand of the

army of the king of Babjion, and he shall

capture it.

4 Thereupon said the princes unto the

king, "We beseech thee, let this man be put to

death ; for the cause that he weakeneth the
hands of the men of war that are j-et left in

this city, and the hands of all the people, be-

speaking such words unto them ; for this man

onothei' term for prison, but only used so as occasion

required, since there wore probably no regular prison-build-

ings in Palestine.
.3 W

seeketh not the welfare of this people, but

their hurt.

5 Then said king Zedekiah, Behold, he
is in your hand; for the king is not able to

do any thing against you.

G Then did they take Jeremiah, and cast

him into the pit of Malkiyahu the son of the
king," that was in the court of the prison

:

and they let Jeremiah down with cords; but
in the pit there was no water, but mire; so

that Jeremiah sunk into the mire.

7 Now when 'Ebed-melech the Cushi,'' a
eunuch who was in the king's hou.se, heard
that they had placed Jeremiah into the pit;

while the king was sitting in the gate of Ben-
jamin :

8 'Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's

house, and spoke to the king, saying,

9 My lord, king, these men have done
wrong in all that they have done to Jeremiah
the prophet, whom they have cast into the

pit ; and he w^ould have had to die (as it is)

in the place where he was for hunger; for

there is no more bread in the city.

10 The king then commanded 'Ebed-me-

lech the Cushi, saving. Take with thee from
here thirty men, and bring up Jeremiah the

prophet out of the pit, before he die.

11 So 'Ebed-melech took the men with
him, and went into the house of the king
under the treasury, and took thence cast-off

clothes and old rags, and let them down into

the pit to Jeremiah by cords.

12 And 'Ebed-melech the Cushi said unto
Jeremiah, Put, I pray, these cast-off clothes

and old rags under thy arm-pits beneath the
cords. And Jeremiah did so.

13 So they drew up Jeremiah with cords,

and brought him up out of the pit; and
Jeremiah remained in the court of the

prison.

14 Then sent king Zedekiah, and took

Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third

entry that was in the house of the Lord; and
the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee

something; conceal nothing from me.
15 Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, If

I should tell it unto thee, behold, thou wilt

surely put me to death; and if I should

* Others, son of Hammchrh, as above, xxxv. 26.
^ Commonly rendered Ethiopian. For "eunuch," Jo-

nathan has " a great man."
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give thee counsel, thou wilt not hearken unto

me.
16 So kinp; Zedekiah swore unto Jeremiah

secretly, saving. As the Lord liveth, Avho

hath made us tiiis soul, I will not put thee to

death, nor will I give thee up into the hand
of these men that seek thy life.

17 ^ Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah,

Thus hath said the LoiU), the God of hosts,

the God of Israel, If thou wilt indeed go forth

unto the jirinces of the king of Babylon, then

shall thy soul live, and this city shall not be

burnt with fire; and thou shalt live, thou

with thy household;

18 But if thou wilt not go forth to the

princes of the king of Babylon, then shall

this city be given up into the hand of the

Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire,

and thou thyself shalt not escape out of their

hand.

19 ^ Then said king Zedekiah unto Jere-

miah, I am in dread of the Jews that have
run away to the Chaldeans, lest these deliver

me into their hand, and they might ill-use" me.

20 Tf But Jeremiah said. They will not

give (thee) up. Obey, I beseech thee, the

voice of the Lord, in that which I speak unto

thee; so it shall be well unto thee, and thy

soul shall live.

21 But if thou refuse to go forth, this is

the word that the Lord hath shown me:
22 And behold, all the women that are

left in the house of the king of Judah shall

be led forth to the princes of the king of

Babylon ; and these women shall say, " They
have enticed, and have overpersuaded thee

—thy men that should have sought thy wel-

fare ;*" thy feet are (now) sunk in the mire,

and they have withdrawn themselves back-

ward."
2-3 And all thy wives and thy children

shall they bring out to the Chaldeans ; and
thou thyself shalt not escape out of their

hand ; for by the hand of the king of Babylon
shalt thou be caught; and this city wilt thou

cause" to be burnt with hre.

24 ^ Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah,

* RasLi, nffronlcr, "insult." Eng. ver. "mock."
' I'hilippson; but liasbi, "the false prophets that said

to thee, Thou flhalt not be caught." Lit. " the men of

thy peace."
" liaahi, "thou wilt be as though thou burncst it with
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Let no man know of these words, that thou

mayest not die.

20 And if the princes shoidd liear that I

have spoken with thee, and they come unto

thee, and say unto thee. Tell us, we pray

thee, what thou hast spoken unto the king,

conceal it not from us, and we will not jiut

thee to death; also what the king hath spuken

unto thee

:

20 Then shalt thou say unto them. I pre-

sented my humble supplication before the

king, that he would not send me back to the

house of Jonathan, to die there.

27 ^ And all the pi'inces came unto Jere-

miah, and asked him ; and he told them in

accordance with all the.se Avords that the king

had commanded. And they turned away
silent from him; for the matter had not been

made public.'^

28 And Jeremiah remained in the court

of the prison until the day that Jerusalem

was taken:

*\ And" it came to pass when Jerusalem

was captured,

CHAPTER XXXIX.
1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah the

king of Judah, in the tenth month, that Ne-

buchadrezzar the king of Babylon came with

all his army against Jerusalem, and they be-

sieged it.

2 (And) in the eleventh year of Zedekiah,

in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the

month, the city was broken in.

3 ^ And then came all the princes of the

king of Babylon, and sat down in the middle

gate
;

(namely,) Neregal-sharezer, Samgar-

nebu, Sarsechim, the chief of the eunuchs,

Neregal-sharezer, the chief of the magi, with

all the residue of the princes of the king of

Babylon.

4 And it came to pass when Zedekiah the

king of .Judah saw them, and all the men of

war, that they lied, and went forth out of the

cit\' by night, by the way of the king's garden,

by the gate between the two walls ; and he

went out by the way of the plain.

thy own bands, for tliou wilt cause it." Lit. " thou wilt

burn."
^ After Redak. Lit. "the thing h.id not boon heard."

° According to the Mas.<orab, which makes bore a

section, chapter xxxis. should coiniueuce with the word

"And."
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5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued

after them, and they overtook Zodekiah in

the ph'vins of Jericho; and they took him, and
brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar tlie king

of Babylon to Kiblah in the land of Chamath;
and he called him to account."

6 And the king of Balnlon slaughtered

the sons of Zedekiah in lliblah before his

eyes; also all the nobles of Judah did the

king of Babylon slaughter.

7 And the eyes of Zedekiah did he blind;

and he bound him with brazen fetters, to

carry him to Babylon.

8 And the house of the king, and the

houses of the people did the Chahleans burn
with fire, and the Avails of Jerusalem did they

pull down.
9 And the rest of the people that remained

in the city, and those who had run away that

had run away to him, witli the rest of the

people that remained, did Nebuzaradan the

captain of the guard carry off into exile to

to Babylon.

10 But of the poorest of the people, who
had nothing, did Nebuzaradan the captain

of the guard leave some in the land of Judah,
and gave them vineyards and arable fields at

the same time.

11 And Nebuchadrezzar the king of Baby-
lon gave charge concerning Jeremiah through

means of Nebuzaradan the captain of the

guard, saying,

12 Take him, and direct thy eyes to him,

and do him not the least harm ; but as he

may speak unto thee, even so do thou with
him.

13 Then sent Nebuzaradan the captain of

the guard, and Nebushazban, the cliief of the

eunuchs, and Neregal-sharezer, the chief of

the magi, and all the chiefs of the king of

Babylon,

—

14 Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out
of the '.ourt of the pri.--on, and they committed
him unto Gedalyuhu the son of Achikani the

son of Shaphan, to carry him home ; and he
remained in the midst of the people.

15 But unto Jeremiah was come the word
of the LoKD Avhile he was shut up in the

court cf the jDrison, saying,

* Ranhi ; lit. "lie ppoke with him judgments;" mean-
ing, he demanded an account for the breach of his oath

of fidelity.

IG Go and say to 'Ebed-melech the Cushi
as followeth. Thus hath said the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I will bring

my words (to fulfilment) against this city for

evil, and not for good ; and they shall be ac-

complislied ])efbre thee on that day.

17 But I Avill deliver thee on that day,
saitli the Lord; and thou slialt not be given
up into the hand of the men of whom thou
hast dread.

18 For I will surely let thee escape, and
thou shalt not lall by the sword; but thy lite

shall be unto thee as a booty; because thou
hast put thy trust in me, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER XL.
1 ^ The word that came unto Jeremiah

from the Lord, after Nebuzaradan the captain

of the guard had dismissed him from Eamah,
when he had taken him as he was bound iu

chains in the midst of all the exiles of Jeru-

salem and Judah, who were carried away
into exile unto Babylon.

2 Then took the captain of the guard Jere-

miah, and said unto him, The Lord thy God
had spoken this evil over this place;

3 Now the Lord hath brought it (to fulfil-

ment), and done according as he had spoken;
because ye had sinned against the Lord, and
had not hearkened to his voice ; and therefore

is this thing come ujion you.

4 And now, behold, I have freed thee this

day from the chains which were upon thy
hand. If it seem good in thy eyes to come
with me to Babylon, come ; and I will direct

my eye unto thee ; but if it seem ill in thy
eyes to come with me to Babylon, forbear

:

behold, all the land is betbre thee; v.hitherit

scemeth good and jiroper in thy eyes to go,

thither go.

And as he did not yet turn about, (he

said.) Go then back to Gedalyah the son of

Aclilkam the son of Shaphan, whom the king
of Bali\ Ion liath ajipointed governor over the

cities of Judah, and dwell with him in the

midst of the people : or wheresoever it seemcth
pi'oper in thy eyes to go, go. And the captain

of the guard gave him an allowance and a
present, and then dismis.«ed him.

G .So did JeremiaJi come unto Gedalyah
the son of Achikam to Mizpah ; and he dwelt
with him in tlie midst of the people that had
been left iu the land.
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7 ^ Now when all tho captains of the

armies who were in the field, they and their

men, heard that the king of Balnlon had ap-

pointed Gedalyahu the son of Achikam go-

vernor over tlio land, and had intrusted unto

him men, and women, and children, and these

of the poorest of the land, of those that had
not been carried av/ay into exile to Babylon

:

8 Then came they to Gedalyah to Mizpah,

even Ishmael the son of Nethanyahu, and
Jochanon and Jonathan the sons of Kareach,

and Serayah the son of Tanchumeth, and the

sons of 'Ephai the Netophathite, and Yezan-

yahu the sou of a Ma'achathite, they and
their men.

9 And Gedalyahu the son of Achikam the

son of Shaphan swore unto them and unto

their men, saying. Have no fear to serve the

Chaldeans ; remain in the land, and serve the

king of Babylon, and it will be well with you.

10 As for me, behold, I will dwell at Miz-

pah, to stand before" the Chaldeans, who will

come unto us; but ye, gather ye together

wine, and summer-fruits, and oil, and put

them in your vessels, and dwell in 3'our cities

of which ye have taken possession.

11 And so likewise, all the Jews that were
in Moiib, and among the children of 'Amnion,
and in Edom, and that were in all the

countries, heard that the king of Babylon had
lel't a remnant unto Judali, and that he had
appointed over them Gedalyahu the son of

Achikam the son of Shaphan

;

12 And then did all the Jews return out

of all places -whither they had been driven,

and came to the land of Judah, to Gedalyahu,
unto Mizpah, and gathered together wine
and summer-fruits in very great abundance.

13 And Jochanan the son of Kareilch, and
all the captains of the armies that were in

the field, came to Gedalyahu to Mizpah,
14 And they said unto him, Dost thou at all

know that Ba'alis the king of the children of

'Amnion hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethan-
yah to deprive thee of life? But Gedalyahu
the son of Achikam believed them not.

* t. e. To represent tbo people with the Chaldeans; and
so does Philippson translate it.

' As the (loath of (Jcdaly.ih wjxs the cause of the entii

^

expulsion of the Jews from Palestine, the anniversary of

this sad event is kept as a fa^t-daj- throuffhout Israel.

" It may be observed, that the sifrns of mourning by
means of incisions in the flesh were prohibited. The sa-
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ly And Jochanan the !<i)n of Kareach .said

to Gedalyahu secretly- in Mizpah, as followeth,

Let me go, I ])ray thee, and I will slay Ish-

mael the son of Nethanyah, and no man shall

know of it: wherefore should he deprive thee

of life, whereb}^ all the Jews who are gather-

ed unto thee would be scattered, and the rem-
nant of Judah be lost?

16 But Gedalyahu the son of Achikam
said unto Jochanan the son of Kareilch, Thou
shalt not do this thing; for thou speakest a
falsehood concerning Ishmael.

CHAPTER XLI.

1 ^ NoAV it came to pass in the seventh

month, that Ishmael the son of Nethanyah
the son of EHshama', of the royal seed, and
the chiefs of the king, even ten men with

him, came unto Gedalyahu the son of Achi-

kam to Mizpah; and they ate there bread to-

gether in Mizpah.

2 Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethan-
yah, and the ten men that Avere with him,

and smote Gedalyahu the son of Achikam
the .son of Shaphan with the sword, and put

to death him, Avhoni the king of Babj'lon had
appointed governor over the land."*

3 And all the Jews that were with him,
even with Gedal3'aliu, at Mizpah, and the

Chaldeans that were found there, even the

men of war, did Ishmael slay.

4 And it came to pass on the second day
after he had put Gedalyahu to death, while
no man knew of it,

5 That there came certain men from She-

chem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, eighty

men (in all), having their beards shaven, and
their clothes rent, and having cut themselves,

with meat-offerings and frankincense in their

hand; to bring the same to the house of the

Lord."

G And Ishmael the son of Nethanyah went
forth from Mizpah to meet them, going along

and weeping: and it came to pass as he met
them, that he said unto them. Come to Gedal-

yahu the son of Achikam.

crifices wliich these men liroughl, Kashi conceives, were

devoted before tiiey had heard that the temple was de-

stroyed, wiiieh news only reached them on their journey

;

but I'hilippsnn, with more probability, supposes that an

altiir had been erected on the ruins of the ttnnple, as later

in Kzra's time, (see Kzraiii. '2, 3,) Bince the people alway.s

clung to the ceremonial observances of their religion.
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7 And it happened, as they entered into

the midst of the eity, that Ishniael the son

of Nethanyali shiu;>litcred them, (and cast

them) into the midst of the cistern, he, and
the men that were with liim.

8 But ten men were found among them
that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not; for we
have some things hidden in the field, (such

as) Avheat, and barley, and oil, and honey.

So he forbore, and slew them not in the midst

of their brethren.

9 And the cistei'n wherein Ishmael cast all

the corpses of the men, whom he had slain in

company" Avith Gedalyahu, is the same which
king Assa had made on account of Ba'sha the

king of Israel : this did Ishmael the son of

Nethanyali fill Avitli slain persons.

10 Then did Ishmael carry away captive

all the residue of the people that were in Miz-

pah, the king's daughters, and all the people

that were remaining in Mizpah, whom Ne-

buzaradan the captain of the guard had in-

trusted to Gedaljahu the son of Achikam:
and Ishmael the son of Nethanyali carried

them away captive, and w^cnt off to pass over

to the children of 'Ammon.
11 But when Jochanan the son of Kareach,

and .all the captains of the armies that were
with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael
the son of Nethanyali had done

:

12 Then did they take all the men, and
went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethan-
yali, and found him b}' the great water (-pool)

that is near Gib'on.

13 And it came to pass, when all the peo-

ple who were with Ishmael saw Jochanan the

son of Kareach, and all the captains of the

armies that were with him, that they were
rejoiced.

14 And all the people that Ishmael had
carried away captive from Mizpah turned

about and returned, and went unto Jochanan
the son of Kareach.

15 But Ishmael the son of Nethanyali
escaped with eight men from the presence of

Jochanan, and he went to the children of

'Amnion.
IG Then took Jochanan the son of Ka-

reach, and all the captains of the annies that

* Ta is given by Raahi, "through fault." Zunz, how-

ever, "in the train," or, as given here, "in cnnipany "

But literally, "by the hand."

were with him, all the remnant of the people

whom he had rec<nered I'rom Ishmael tln'

son of Nethanyali, from Mizpah, after he had
slain (jiedalyah the son ol' Achikam, the adult

males, the men of war, and the Avomen, and
the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had
brought back from Gib'on;

17 And they went, and remained in Ge-
ruth-Kimham," which is by Beth-lechem, to

go to enter into Egypt,

18 Because of the Chaldeans; for they
were afraid of them; because Ishmael the

son of Netlian3ali had slain Gedalyahu the

son of Achikam, whom the king of Babylon
had appointed governor over the land.

CHAPTER XLII.

1 ^ Then came near all the captains of

the armies, and Jochanan the son of Kareach,
and Yezanyah the son of Ilosha'yah, and
all the people from the least even unto the

greatest,

2 And said unto Jeremiah the prophet,

Let, we beseech thee, our humlile supplica-

tion be accepted before thee, and pray in our
behalf unto the Lord thy God, in behalf of

all this remnant; (for we are left but a few
of many, as thy own eyes do see us :)

3 That the Lord thy God may tell us the
Avay wdiereon we should walk, and the thing
that we should do.

4 Then said Jeremiah the prophet unto
them, I have heard you; behold, I will pray
unto the Lord your God according to your
words; and it shall come to pass, that what-
soever thing the Lord will answer you, I will

tell unto you; I will withhold not a word
from you.

But they said to Jeremiah, May the

Lord be a true and faithful witness against

us, if we do not act entirely according to all

the word with which the Lord thy God may
send thee to us,

G Whether it be good, or whether it be

evil, we will hearken to the voice of the Lord
our God, to whom we send theo; in order

that it may be avcU with us. when we heark-

en to the voice of the Lord our God.

7 ]| And it came to pass at the end of ten

' Jonathan supposes that this was a residence and
estate which Pavid had settled on Kiiiiham, the son of

Barzillai.
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days, that the word of the Loku came unto

Jeremiah.

8 Then called he Jochanan the son of Ka-
reiicli, and all the captiiins of the armies who
were with hitn, and all the people from the

least even to the greatest,

9 And he said unto them, Thus hath said

the LoKi), the God of Israel, unto whom ye
sent me to present your humble supplication

before him

:

10 If ye will indeed remain in this land,

then will I build 30U up, and I will not pull

you down, and I will plant you, and not

pluck you up; for I have bethought me of

the evil that I have done unto you.

11 Be ye not afraid because of the king of

Babylon, of whom ye are afraid ; have no
fear of him, saith the Lokd; for I am with

you to save you, and to deliver you out of his

hand.

12 And I will give unto you mercy, that

he may ha\'e mercy ujion you, and let you
return to your own land.

13 But if ye say, We Avill not remain in

this land, so as not to hearken to the voice

of the Loud your God,
14 Saying, No; but into the land of Egypt

will we go, that we may not see war, nor
hear the sound of the cornet, and that we may
not have hunger for bread; and there will Ave

dwell

;

15 And now therefore hear the word of

the Lord, ye remnant of Judali, Thus hath

said the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, If

ye will indeed set your faces to enter into

Egj'pt, and go tliither to sojourn there

:

1(3 Then shall the sword, which ye fear,

there overtake you in the land of Egypt; and
the famine, whereof ye are in dread, shall

there cleave close unto }ou in Egypt; and
there shall ye die.

17 So shall be all tlic men that have set

their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there,

—they sliall die liy the sword, by the famine,

and In" the pestilence; and they shall have
none that remaineth or escapcth from the

evil that I am bringing over them.
18 For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

the God of Israel, As my anger and my fury

were poured forth over the inhabitants of Je-

• Kftdak; but I'liilippson, after Koscnmiillcr and others,

"You Lave comiiiittod a deception to the injury of ymn
souls, when vou sent," &c.

r,-4

rusalem: so shall my fury be {)()ured forth

over you, when ye enter into Egypt; and ye
shall become an oath, and an astonishment,

and a curse, and a disgrace; and ye shall

never see this place again.

19 The Lord hath spoken concerning you,

3'e remnant of Judah, "Ye 'shall not go
into Egypt;" ye must know for certain that

1 have warned jou this day.

20 For ye have dissemljled in regard to

what your intention.s" are; for ye sent me
unto the Lord your God, sajing, Pray in our
behalf unto the Lord our God; and in ac-

cordance with all that the Lord our God may
say, so tell unto us. and we will do it.

21 And I have told it to you this day; but

ye have not hearkened to the voice of the

Lord your God, and this in all with which
he hath sent me unto you.

22 But now know for certain that ye shall

die by the sword, by the famine, and by the

pestilence, in the place whither ye desire to

go to sojourn there.

CHAPTER XLIII.

1 ^ And it came to jiass, when Jeremiah
had made an end of speaking unto the whole
people all the words of the Lord their God,
with which the Lord their God had .sent him
to them, (namely,) all these Avords,

2 ][ That then spoke 'Azaryah the son of

Ilosha'yah, and Jochanan the son of Kareiich,

and all the presumptuous*' men, saying unto
Jeremiah, Thou spealcest falsely; the Lord
our God hath not sent thee to say. Ye shall

not go into Egyjjt to sojourn there;

3 But Baruch the son of Neriyah setteth

thee on against us, in order to deliver us into

the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may
put us to death, or carry us away as exiles to

Babylon.

4 So Jochanan the .«on of Kareiich, and all

the captains of the armies, and all the people,

hearkened not to the voice of the Lord, to re-

main in the land of Judah.
") But Jochanan the son of Kareiich, and

all the captains of the armies, took all the

remnant of Judah, that were letured from all

tlie nations, whither they had been driven, to

sojourn in the land of Judah;

*"
i. c. Those who knowingly disobeyed; their pretended

deference to the divine comm.ind <iid but heighten their

guilt, as it proved their wilful di.eobedienee.
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6 The men, and the women, and the chil-

dren, and the king's daunlitcr.s, and every

jierson that Nebuzaradan the captain of the

guard had left with Cedalyahii the son of

Achikam the son of .Sha])lian ; and Jeremiah

the prophet, and Bariich the son of Neri-

yah;
7 And thc}^ entered into the land of Egypt;

for they hearkened not to the voice of the

Lord; and they came as far as Thach-

panches.

8 ^ Then came the word of the Lord unto

Jeremiah in Thachpanches, saying,

9 Take great stones in thy hand, and hide

them in the mortar" in the brick-kiln which
is at the entrance of Pharaoh's house in

Thachpanches, before the eyes of the Jewish

men;
10 And thou shalt say unto them, Thus

hath said the Lord of hosts, the God of Is-

rael, Behold. I will send for and take Nebu-

chadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant,

and I will set his throne above these stones

that I have hidden; and he shall spread his

royal pavilion'' over them.

11 And he shall come and smite the land

of Egypt; such as are destined for death shall

be given to death; and such as are destined

for captivity, to captivity; and such as are

destined for the sword, to the sword.

12 And I will kindle a fire in the houses

of the gods of Egypt, and he shall burn them,
and carry them away captive : and he shall

wrap around" him the land of Egypt, as a
shepherd wrappeth his garment around him;
and he shall go forth from there in peace.

13 And he shall break the statues of Beth-
shemesh,'' which is in the land of Egypt; and
the houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall

he burn with fire.

CHAPTER XLIV.

1 T[ The word that came to Jeremiah for

all the Jews who dwell in the land of Egypt,
who dwell at Migdol, and at Thachpanches,
and at Noph, and in the country of Pathros,

saying,

* Raslii, "hide them, wrapping them up with clay;"

but IteJuk, simply, "mortar."
^ Philippson, "carpet," which he prefers to "pavilion."
° Jlcaning, he shall take away all the spoil of Egypt.

Rashi, " he shall wrap around him all the boot}- of Egypt

2 Tlius hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, You yourselves have seen all

the evil that I have brought over Jerusalem,

and over all the cities of Judah; and, behold,

they are ruins this day, and no man is dwell-

ing in them.

3 Becau.se of their wickedness which they

had committed to provoke me to anger, by
going to burn incense, to serve other gods,

whom they did not know, either they, you,

or your fathers.

4 And I sent unto you all my servants the

prophets, making them rise early and send-

ing them, saying, Oh, do not commit this

abominable thing which I hate.

5 But they hearkened not, and inclined

not their ear to tui'n away from their wicked-

ness, so as not to burn incense unto other

gods.

6 Whereupon my fury and my anger were
poured forth, and were enkindled in the cities

of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem ; and
they are become ruins, a desert, as at this

day.

7 T[ And now thus hath said the Lord,

the God of hosts, the God of Israel, Where-
fore do ye commit so great an evil against

your souls, so as to cut off unto you man
and woman, child and suckling, out of the

midst of Judah, so as not to leave you any
remainder,

8 By provoking me unto wrath Avith the

works of your hands, in burning incense unto

other gods in the land of J]gypt, whither ye
are come to sojourn there, in order to cut

yourselves ofl", and in order that ye might be-

come a curse and a disgrace among all the

nations of the earth?

9 Have ye forgotten the wickedness of

your fathers, and the wickedness of the kings

of Judah, and the wickedness of their wives,

and your own wickedness, and the wicked-

ness of j'our wives, which they had committed

in the land of Judah, and in the streets of

Jerusalem ?

10 They are not humbled even up to this

day, and they are not afraid, and they walk

and go out, as the shepherd rolleth and wrappeth up his
i

On.

garment and casteth it from his shoulders when he Icadeth

forth his flock before him." I'hilippson, "as the shep-

herd wraps his cloak around him to remain uninjured by

the assaulta of the storm."

The house of the sun," the town of Heliopolis or

•57.5
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not in lay law, nor in my statutes, tliat I

have sot lielbre you and belbre your fUthers.

11 T[ Therefore thus hath said the Lokd

of hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I vill set

my ftice against you for evil, and to cut off all

Judah.
12 And I Avill take the remnant of Judah,

that have set their faces to go into the land

of Egypt to sojourn there; and they shall all

come to their end, and in the land of Egypt
shall they fall; by the sword (and) by the

famine shall they come to their end; from

the least even unto the greatest, by the sword

and by the famine shall they die : and they

shall become an oath, an astonishment, and a

curse, and a disgrace.

13 And I will inflict punishment on those

that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have
inflicted punishment on Jerusalem, through

the sword, thi'ough the famine, and through

the pestilence:

14 So that there shall be no one that

escapeth or remaineth of the remnant of Ju-

dah, who are gone into the land of Egypt to

sojourn there, that they should return into

the land of Judah, to which they direct (the

desire of) their soul to return thither to dwell

there ; for they shall not return but such as

shall escape."

15 ][ Then did all the men who knew
that their wives Avere burning incense unto

other gods, and all the women that stood by,

a great multitude, and all the people that

dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, an-

swer Jeremiah, saying,

16 Respecting the word that thou hast

spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, we
will not hearken unto thee.

17 For to a surety we will do all the word
that is gone forth out of our own mouth, to

burn incense unto the ([ueen of heaven, and
to pour out drink-offerings unto her, as we
have done, we, and our fathers, our kings,

and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and
in the streets of Jerusalem; when we had

* The denunciation of the prophet is thus qualiBod by
this clause; as an entire body they should never return:

only a few that .should escape the ^^encral destruction were

to .see again the land of Lsrael. i'hilippson draws atten-

tion to the contrast between the exiles in Babylon, who,
from the moment of their entrance there, returned to the

law, and the fugitives to Egypt, who lapsed into idolatry.
" This verse is rendered after Rashi. It appears that the
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plenty of food, and fared well, and saw no
evil.

18 But since the time we have left off to

burn incen.se to the queen of heaven, and to

pour out drink-offerings unto her, have we
had a lack of every thing; and we have come
to our end through the sword alid through
the famine.

19 And when we burnt incen.so to the

queen of heaven, and poured out drink-offer-

ings unto her,—was this without (the con-

sent of'') our husbands, that Ave did make
cakes for her to make her image, and pour
out drink offerings unto her?

20 Tl Then said Jeremiah unto all the peo-

ple, to the men, and to the women, and to all

the people who had answered him with (that)

word, saying,

21 Behold, it was the incense that ye burnt
in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of

Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, j^our kings,

and your princes, and the people of the land,

which the Lokd remembered, and which came
into his mind;

22 So that the Lord could no longer endure

it, because of the evil of your doings, because

of the abominations which ye had committed

;

therefore is your land become a ruin, and an
(object of) astonishment, and a curse, without

an inhabitant, as at this day.

23 Because ye had burnt incense, and be-

cause ye had sinned against the Lord, and
had not hearkened to the voice of the Lord,

and had not walked in his law, in his statutes,

and in his testimonies; therefore did this evil

befliU you, as it is this day.

24:
"ff
And Jeremiah said (farther) to all

the people, and to all the women. Hear the

word of the Lord, all Judah that are in the

land of Egypt

:

25 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, the

God of Israel, saying. Ye and your wives have
both spoken with 3our mouth, and fulfilled

with your hands, saying. We will surely per-

form our vows that we have vowed, to burn

women took the lead in resisting the admonition to ab-

stain from idolatry, and they ascribed worldly success to

the practices they detail. n3X;'nS from ay;' ''an image,"

to make images of the moon in dough, which custom also

is said to have obtained among the Greck.s. (^See also

above, vii. 18.) Others, " who serve her;" but this is not

literal, as, if the root bo derived from " pain," it should

be "give her pain."
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incense to the queen of liecaven, and to pour

out drink-oftbrings unto her: ye will fully ac-

complish your vows, and fully perform your
vows.

26 Therefore hear ye the word of the Lord,

all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt,

Behold, 1 liave sworn by my great name,
saith the Lord, that my name shall no more
be called by the mouth of any man of Judah,

saying, " As the Lord Eternal liveth," in all

the land of Egypt.

27 Behold, I will watch over them for

evil, and not for good; and all the men of Ju-

dah that are in the land of Egypt shall come
to their end through the sword and through

the lamine, until they be destroyed.

28 Yet some that escape the sword shall

return out of the land of Egypt into the land

of Judah, but few in number; and all the

remnant of Judah, that are come into the

land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know
whose words shall stand firm, mine, or theirs.

29 And this shall be unto you the sign,

saith the Lokd, that I will inflict punishment
on you in this place, in order that ye may-

know that my words shall surely stand firm

against you for evil

:

30 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, Behold, I

will give Pharaoh-chophra the king of Egypt
into the hand of his enemies, and into the

hand of those that seek his life ; as I gave

Zedekiah the king of Judah into the hand of

Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, his

enemy, and that sought his life.

CHAPTER XLV.
1 ^ The word w^hich Jeremiah the prophet

spoke unto Baruch the son of Neriyah, when
he wrote these words in a book out of the

mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Je-

hoyakim the son of Josiah the king of Judah,
saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord, the God of

Israel, concerning thee, Baruch:
3 Thou didst say. Wo is me now ! for the

Lord hath added grief to my pain; I am
wearied in my sighing, and rest have I not
found

;

4 Thus shalt thou say unto him, Thus
hath the Lord said, Behold, what I have

" Rashi, Fuiirbi'r,

• furbish."

'to polish," "to cleanse." Eng. ver.

built will I pull down, and what I have
planted I will pluck up; and so it is with this

whole land.

5 And wouldest thou indeed seek great

things for thyself? seek them not ; for, behold,

I will bring evil upon all llesh, saith the
Lord; but I will give thy life unto thee as a
booty in all the places whither thou maycst go.

CHAPTER XLVL
1 ^ The word of the Lord which came to

Jeremiah the prophet against the nations;

2 Concerning Egypt, against the army of

Pharaoh-necho the king of Egypt, which was
(posted) by the river Euphrates in Karke-
mish, which Nebuchadrezzar the king of

Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoya-
kim the son of Josiah the king of Judah.

3 Make ye ready shield and buckler, and
draw near to the battle.

4 Harness the horses; and mount, ye horse-

men, and stand forth with helmets ; shar|X,'n"

the spears, and put on the coats of mail.

5 Wherefore have I seen them dismayed,
moving backward ? while their mighty ones are

beaten down, and seek safety in flight, and
look not back ? There is terror round about,

saith the Lord.

G The swift cannot flee away, nor can the

mighty man escape ; toward the north by the
river Euphrates do they stumble and fall.

7 Who is this that cometh up like a
stream, whose waters are upheaved like the
rivers ?

8 Egypt cometh up like a stream, and like

the rivers ai-e the waters upheaved ; and he
saith, I will go up, I will cover the land ; I will

destroy the city and those that dwell therein.

9 Come up, ye horses; and rush along
wildly, ye chariots; and let the mighty men
come forth; Cush'' and Put, that grasp the

shield ; and the Ludim, that grasp and bend
the bow.

10 And this same day is for the Lord, the

Eternal of hosts, a day of vengeance, to be
avenged on his adversaries; that the sword
may devour, and may be satiated and made
drunken with their blood ; for there is a sacri-

fice for the Lord the Eternal of hosts in the

north country by the river Euphrates.

Eng. ver. " Ethiopians," " Libyans," " Lydians."
677
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11 Go up into Gil'ad, and fetch balm,

virgin, daughter of Egypt: in vain usest thou

many remedies; there is no recovery for

thee.

12 Nations have heard of thy shame,

and thy cry of anguish hath filled the earth

;

for the mighty man over the mighty have

they stumbled, together are they both fallen.

13 ^ Tiie word which the LoiiD spoke to

Jeremiah the prophet, concerning the coming

of Nebuchadrezzar, the king of Babylon, to

smite the land of Egypt.

14 Announce ye in Egypt, and publish in

Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tliach-

panches: say ye, Stand last, and prepare

thyself; for the sword devoureth round about

thee.

15 Why are thy valiant men swept away?
not one hath stood, because the Lord did

drive him off.

IG lie caused many to stumble; 3X'a, one

also fell over the other ; and they said. Arise,

and let us return to our own people, and to

the land of our birth, fi'om the wasting

sword.

17 They called out there, Pharaoh is king"

of Egypt, it was but vaunting ; he hath let

the time appointed pass by.

18 As I live, saith the King, the Lord of

hosts is his name, Surely as Tabor is among
the mountains, and as Carmel is by the sea,

so shall he'' come.

19 Appurtenances of exile make for thy-

self, thou dweller, daughter of Egypt; for

Noph shall be made a waste and be left deso-

late without an inhal)itant.

20 ^[ fairest heifer, Egypt! the butcher

from the north cometh, he cometh.

21 Also her hired troops'" in the midst of

her are like fixtted calves; for they also are

turned round, are ilcd away together, they do

not stand ; because the day of their calamity

is come upon them, the time of their pu-

nishment.

22 Iler cry shall come like (the hissing of)

a serpent; for with an army shall they march,

and Avith axes do they come against her, like

hewers of wood.
2-3 They cut down her forest, saith the

Lord, though it cannot Ix; searched out ; be-

cause they are more than the gra.sshoppers,

and there is no number to them.

24 Ashamed hath been made the daughter
of Egy])t ; she hath been given up into the

hand of the people of the north.

2-5 The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,

hath said, Behold, I will .send visitation on
Ahmon of No, and on Pharaoh, and on Egypt,
and on her gods, and on her kings; even on
Pharaoh, and on those that trust on him

;

2G And I will give them up into the hand
of those that seek their lives, and into the

hand of Nel)uchadrezzar the king of Babylon,

and into the hand of his servants : and after-

ward shall she be inhabited, as in the days of

old, saith the Lord.

27 ^ But thou,—fear thou not, my ser-

vant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel;

for, behold, I will save thee from afar off. and
thy seed from the land of their captivity; and
Jacob shall return, and he shall be at rest and
at ease, with none to make him afraid.

28 Thou,—fear thou not, Jacob my ser-

vant, saith the Lord; for I am Avitli thee;

and although I make a full end of all the

nations whither I have driven thee, yet of

thee will I not make a full end; and I will

correct thee in measure
; yet wholly will I not

leave thee unpunished.''

CHAPTER XLYII.

1 The word of the Lord that came to Jere-

miah the projjhet against the Philistines, be-

fore the time that Pharaoh smote Gazza.

2 Thus hath said the Lord. Behold, waters

are coming up out of the north, and tliey

shall become an overllowing stream, and shall

overflow the land, and what filleth it: the

city, and those that dwell therein: and the

men shall cry aloud, and all the inhabitants

of the land shall wail.

3 Because of the noise of the stamping of

" After Rasbi and Arnheim; tho last csplain!), "Nebu- |l '' The king of Babylon, meaning, his present tardiness

chadnezz-ar's threat to invade Kjzypt was nicro vauntinfr, shall be followed by his actual arrival, when all that is

and Pharaoh remains king." I'hilippson, " They called out

there," (at the battle,) "O I'haraoh king of Egypt, (there

is) destruction. Ho let pass by tiic favourable time;"

meaning that the time for attacking Nebuchadnezzar

chosen by I'haraoh was unfavourable to success).
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threatened shall be done. But Jonathan and Rashi,

" shall this thing come on Egypt."
- Kodak; but Haslii, "chiefs."

Jonatliau and Uashi, "I will not wholly destroy

thee." (See also x.\s. 11.)
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the hoofs of his stud-liorscs,* because of the

rushing souud of his chariots, the rumbling

of his wheels, fathers do not turn round to

their children from their feeljleness of hands;

4 Because of the day that cometh to devas-

tate all the Philistines, to cut off IVom Tyre

and Zidon every heljjer that remaineth; for

the Lord devastateth the Philistines, the

remnant of the isle of Caphthor.

5 Baldness is come ujjon Gazza; ruined is

Ashkelon with the renniant of their valley

:

liovv long yet wilt thou cut"" thyself?

6 Wo ! thou sword of the Lohd, how long

yet wilt tliou not be quiet? withdraw thyself

into thv scabbard, take thee rest, and be

still.

7 Yet how canst thou be quiet? When the

Lord hath given it a charge, against Ashke-

lon, and against the sea-coast—thither hath

lie destined it.

CHAPTER XLVHL
1 Against Moiib, Thus hath said the Lord

of hosts, the God of Israel, Wo unto Nebo!
for it is wasted; made ashamed, captured is

Kiryathayini ; made ashamed is Misgab° and
dismayed.

2 There is no more praise of Moab: in

Chcshbon have they devised evil against it,

" Come, and let us cut it off from being a na-

tion." Also thou Madmen shalt be ruined;
|

aiter thee shall pursue the sword.

o There is a voice of crying from Choro-

na} im, destruction and a great breach.

4 Broken down is Moiib; her little ones

send forth'^ a cry of distress.

5 For the ascent of Luchith is ascended

with weeping and tears; for on the descent

of Choronayim the enemies have heard the

cry of destruction.

G Flee, save your lives, and be 3'e like the

solitary tree" in the wilderness.

7 ^ For, because thou hast trusted in thy

* Eng. vcr. and Rcdak, "strong horses." (See viii. 16.)
" In allusion to the heathen mode of displaying tokens

of outward grief. (Dcut. xiv. 1.)

' According to Rashi, the name of a place; literally,

"a strong height."
'' Lit. "caused to be heard."
' Redak. (See xvii. 6.) But Jonathan and Rashi have,

"like the tower of 'Aro'er in the wilderness, where there

are no houses, but only tents around."
' Rashi, who says, " whatever stands out from man and

cattle is called |"i', (^literally, 'bud;') thus, 'lock of

works and in thy treasures, thou also slialt

be conquered: and Kemosh shall go forth

into exile, (with) his priests and his pruices

together.

8 And the waster shall come over every

city, and no city shall escape; and lost shall

be the valley, and destroyed shall be the

plain, as the Lord hath said.

9 Give Aving.s' unto Moab, that she may
flee and get away; since her cities shall become
desolate, Avithout any to dwell therein. "

10 Cursed be he that doetli the Avork of

the Lord negligently,*^ and cursed be he that

withholdeth his sword from blood.

11 Moiib was ever at ease from his }"0uth,

and he Avas resting on his lees,'' and was not

emptied from vessel to vessel, and had not

gone into exile; therefore had his taste re-

mained in him, and his scent was not

changed.

12 ^ Therefore, behold, da^'s are coming,

saith the Lord, when I Avill send unto him
tappers, that shall tap him, and they shall

empty his vessels, and dash in pieces their

bottles.

13 And Moiib shall be ashamed of Ke-
mosh, as the house of Israel were made
ashamed because of Beth-el their confidence.

14 How can ye say. We are mighty and
men of bravery tor the Avar ?

15 Moiib is Avasted, and into his cities hath
(the enemy) ascended, and his chosen young
men ai'e gone doAvn to the slaughter, saith

the King, the Lord of hosts is his name.
IG Near is the calamity of Moiab to come,

and his misfortune hasteneth fast.

17 All 3-0 that are about him, bemoan him;
and all ye that knoAv his name, say, Hoav is

the strong staff broken, the beautiful stick

!

18 Come doAvn from thy glory, and sit in

thirst,' thou inhabitress, daughter of Dibon;

for the Avaster of Moiib cometh up against

thee, he destroj'eth thy strong-holds.

hair,' 'wing,'" &c. Ilencc, perhaps, yj is the "sparrow-

hawk."
^ " Deccitfull}'," as the lazy man deceives in the

amount of work expected from him. Rashi explains

"the work of the Lord" the destruction of Moab, for

this is here given as a divine mission.
" Like wine which is left undisturbed in the cask to

settle; the prophet carries out the simile in the next

verse. D">'i' ^'"f those who draw off the wine from one

vessel into the other,—"tappers."
' "There was a large pool near this place." Philippson.
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19 Stand I)} the way, and look out, O in-

habitiess of'Aro'cr; ask him that Ik-oth, and
her that escapeth, say, What hath been

done?
20 Moab hath been made ashamed ; for it

is broken down; wail, and cry aloud; tell ye
it by the Anion, that Mo'ab is wasted,

21 And punishment is come over the land

of the plain; over Cholon, and over Yahzah,

and over Mepha'ath,

22 And over Dibon, and over Nebo, and
over Beth-diblathayim,

23 And over Kiryathayim, and over Beth-

gamul, and over Beth-me'on,

24 And over Keriyoth, and over Bozrah,

and over all the cities of the land of Moab,
that are far and that are near.

25 Hewn away is the horn of Moab, and
his arm is broken, saith the Lord.

20 Make him drunken; for he magnified"

himself against the Lord; and Moiib shall

w\allow in his vomit, and he also shall become
(an object) of derision.

27 For was not Israel a derision unto
thee? or was he found among thieves? that

whenever thou spokest of him, thou hadst to

shake (thy head) ?

28 Leave the cities, and dwell on rocks,

ye that dwell in Moiib ; and be ye like the

dove that maketh her nest in the sides of the

mouth of rocky clefts.

29 We have heard the pride of Moab, who
is so exceedingly proud, his haughtiness, and
his pride, and his arrogance, and the over-

bearingnoss of his heart.

30 I well know, saith the Lord, his wrath,
hoAv cau.seless it is: his liars have done what
is not right.

31 Therefore will I wail for Moiib, and
for all Moiib will I cry out; for the men of

Kir-cheres shall people moan.
32 With the weeping of YaV.er will I

weep for thee, vine of Sibmah; thy tendrils

(once) passed over the sea, they reached as far

as to the sea of Ya'zer: over thy summer-
fruits and over thy vintage the waster is

fallen.

33 And banished are joy and gladness from
Cannel, and from the land of Moiib; and I

have caused wine to cease from the wine-

presses: none shall tread the press Avith the
vintner's call; battle cry—nor vintner's call;

34 From the loud cry of Cheshbon as far

as El'aleh, even unto Yaliaz, have they sent
forth their voice, from Zo'ar even unto Cho
ronayim, to the third 'Eglath; for the waters
also of Nimrim shall become desolate.

35 Moreover will I cause to cease unto
Moiib, saith the Lord, him that offereth on
the high-places, and him that burneth incense
to his gods.

36 Therefore shall my heart groan for

Moiib like flutes, and my heart shall groan
like flutes for the men of Kir-cheres; for the
cause'' that the remnant of the riches he had
gotten are lost.

37 For ever\^ head is bald, and every beai'd

is shorn: upon all the hands are cuttings,

and upon the loins is sackcloth.

38 Upon all the roofs of Moiib, and in her
streets, there is everywhere lamentation; for

I have broken Moiib like a vessel which hath
no value, saith the Lord.

39 Oh, how is it broken down! wail! how
hath Moiib turned the back with shame! and
Moiib shall be a derision and a dismay to all

those around him.
40 ^ For thus hath said the Lord. Behold,

as the eagle shall he fly, and he shall spread
out his wings over Moiib.

41 Captured are the fortresses, and the
strong-holds are conquered; and the heart
of the mighty men of Moiib shall be on
that day as the heart of a woman in her
pangs.

42 And JNIoiib shall be destroyed from be-

ing a people, because it hath magnified him-
self against the Lord.

43 Terror, and the pit, and the .snare, shall

be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moiib, saith

the Lord.

44 He that fleeth from the terror .shall fall

into the pit; and he that getteth up out of

the pit shall be caught in the snare; for I

will bring upon it, even upon Moiib, the j'ear

of their visitation, saith the Lord.

45 Under the shadow of Cheshbon stand

still, deprived of strength, those that flee; but

a fire cometh forth out of Cheshbon, and a
flame from the midst of Sichon, and it devour-

* Jon.itban, " for he hath made himself great over the! 'Redak; but Rashi, "because he hath done proud
people of the Lord."

, thincs, therefore arc they lost."
680
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cth the corner of Moiil), and tlie crown of tlie

head of the children of vaunting.

4G Wo unto thee, Moilb! lost is the peo-

ple of Keniosh ; for thy sons are taken cai>

tives, and thy daughters into captivity.

47 Yet will I bring back again the capti-

vity of Moilb in the end of days, saith the

Lord. Thus far is the jiunishment of Moilb.

CHAPTER XLIX.

1 ^ Against the children of 'Amnaon, Thus
hath said the Lord, Hath Israel no sons? or

hath he no heir? why then doth Malcora

possess Gad, and why do his people dwell in

his cities?

2 Therefore, behold, days are coming, saith

the Lord, when I will cause an alarm of war
to be heard in Rabljah of the children of 'Am-
mon; and it shall become a desolate heap,

and her villages shall be burnt with fire;

then shall Israel drive out those that drove

them out, saith the Lord.

3 Wail, O Cheshbon, for'Ai is wasted; cry

aloud, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird your-

selves with sackcloth; lament, and roam
about among the sheepfolds; for Malcom
shall go into exile, (with) his priest and his

princes together.

4 Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys?

thy valley tlowetli (with* blood), backslid-

ing daughter, that trusted in her treasures,

saying. Who can come unto me?
5 Behold, I will bring terror upon thee,

saith the Lord the Eternal of hosts, from all

those that are around thee; and ye shall be

driven out every man in his own way; and
none sh.all gather up the fugitive.

G And afterward will I bring back again

the captivit}' of the children of 'Amnion,

saith the Lord.

7 ^ Concerning Edom, thus hath said the

Lord of hosts, Ls there no more wisdom in

Theman? is counsel vanished from the pru-

dent? is their wisdom become corrupt?

8 They flee, turn round, seek their abode

in d(H>p places,—the inhabitants of Dedan; for

the calamity of Esau do I bring upon him,

the time when I visit him with punishment.

* Redak : so also, in a measure, Jonathan, " thy strength

is broken." lliishi, "the rains overflow thy valh>y."

' Ka.shi refers this verse to Israel; but it can neverthe-

less be applied to Edoni, and mean that the destruction

shall be so great that the captives and widows should

9 If grape-gatherers liad come to thee,

would the}' not have left some gleanings? if

thieves by night, they would destroy only till

they had satisfied themselves

;

10 But I have made Esau bare, I have mi-

covered his secret haunts, so that he will not

be able to hide himself: his seed is wasted,

and his brethren, and his neighbours, and he
is no more.

11 Leave thy fatherless*" children, I will

have to pre.'^erve them alive; and thy widows
must trust in me.

12 ][ For thus hath said the Lord, Be-

hold, they whose right it was not to drink

the cup have been compelled to drink it, and
art thou he that shall altogether go unpunish-

ed? thou shalt not go unpunished, but thou

shalt surely drink it.

18 For by myself have I sworn, saith the

Lord, that Bozrah shall become an astonish-

ment, a disgrace, a ruin, and a curse; and
all its cities shall become perpetual ruins.

14 A report have I heard from the Lord,

and an ambassador is sent among the nations,

(saying,) Gather yourselves together, and
come against her, and rise up to the battle.

15 For, lo, I I'ender thee small among the

nations, despised among men.
IG Thy hastiness hath deceived thee, the

presumption of thy heart, thou that dwell-

est in the clefts" of the rock, that boldest the

height of the hill : though thou shouldest

make thy nest as high as the eagle, thence

would I bring thee down, saith the Lord.

17 And Edom shall become (an object of)

astonishment; every one that passeth by it

shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all its

wounds.
18 Like the ovei'throw of Sodom and Go-

morrah and their neighbours, saith the Lord,

so shall no man dwell there, nor shall a son

of man sojourn therein.

19 Behold, like a lion will he come up
from the overflow of the Jordan against the

strong habitation; for I Avill liasten him, (and)

make him suddenly prevail against her; and
him who is cho.sen will I array against her;

for who is like me ? and who will challenge*

have no support but God, all human aid having been cut

oflF.

° Jonathan. Others, "top of the rock."
' Rashi, "summon me to war." Redak, "who will fix

for me time and period for battle." Zunz, "summon."
581



JEREMIAH XLIX. L.

me to battle? and who is that shepherd that

can stand before nie?

20 Tlierefore hear the counsel of the Lord,

that he hath resolved against Edoni; and his

purposes, that he hath devised against the in-

hal)itants of Tlieman: surely the least" of the

iioeks shall drag them away; surely he will

devastate over them their habitation.

21 At the noise of their fall the earth

quaketh: (there is) an outcry,—at the Red
Sea their voice is heard.

22 Behold, like the eagle shall he'' come up
and fly along, and spread out his wings over
Bozrah : and the heart of the mighty men of

Edom shall be as the heart of a woman in

her pangs.

2-3 ]] Concerning Damascus. Chamath
and Arpad are made ashamed; for evil tid-

ings have they heard, they ai'e fainthearted;

on the sea there is care, it is not able to be
quiet.

2-1 Damascus is become feeljle, she turneth

about to tlee, and trembling hath taken hold

on her: pangs and throes have seized her, as

a woman in travail.

25 " I low is the city of praise not forsaken/

the fortress of my joy!"

26 Therefore shall her young men fall in

her streets, and all the men of war shall

perish on that day, saith the Lord of hosts.

27 And I will kindle a fire on the wall of

Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces

of Ben-hadad.

28 Tl Concerning Kedar, and concerning
the kingdoms of Chazor, which Nebuchadrez-
zar the king of Babylon smote, thus hath
said the Lord, Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and
devastate the men of the east.

20 Their tents and their tlocks shall they
take away; their curtains, and all their ves-

sels, and their camels shall they take to them-
selves; and they shall call out over them.
Terror is on every side.

30 Flee, fly away far off, seek your abode
in deep places, ye inhabitants of Chazor,
saith the Loud; for Nebuchadrezzar the king
of Babylon hath taken counsel against you,
and hath conceived a device against you.

31 Arise, get you up unto the nation that

is at ease,'' that dwcUeth in security, saith

'Zunz, "the boys attending the flocks;" but more
properly, " the meanest of the flocks," common people.

' Tlie enemy.
68a

the Lord, which have neitlier gates nor bars,

which dwell alone.

32 And their camels shall become a booty,

and the multitude of their cattle a sjjoil: and
I Avill scatter unto all winds those that have
the hair cut I'ound; and from all sides will

I bring their calamity, saith the Lord.

33 And Chazor shall become a dwelling

for monsters, a desolation for ever; there

shall no man dwell there, nor shall a son of

man sojourn therein.

34 ^f The word of the Lord that came to

Jeremiah the projjhet concerning 'Elam, in

the beginaiing of the reigii of Zedekiah the

king of Judah, saying,

35 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts. Be-

hold, I will break the bow of 'Elam, the chief

of their strength.

36 And I will bring over 'Elam the four

winds from the four quarters of the heavens,

and I will scatter them toward all these

winds; and there shall not be any nation

whither shall not come the outcasts of 'Elam.

37 For I will cause 'Elam to be dismayed
before their enemies, and before those that

seek their life : and I will bring over them
evil, the fierceness of my anger, saith the

Lord; and I will send out after them the

sword, till I have made an end of them

;

38 And I Avill set up my throne in 'Elam,

and I will destroy thence king and princes,

saith the Lord.

39 But it shall come to pass in the latter

days, that I will bring back again the capti-

vity of 'Elam, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER L.

1 *{\ The Avord that the Lord spoke con-

cerning Babylon, concerning the land of

the Chaldeans by means of Jeremiah the pro-

phet.

2 Announce ye among the nations, and
publish, and lift up a standard; publish, con-

ceiil not; say, Babylon is captured, Bel is put

to shame, Merodach is broken in pieces; put

to shame are her idols; broken in pieces are

her images.

3 For there is come up against her a na-

tion out of the north, which will change her

land into a desert, so that there shall not

1 care.

' Rashi, "how was the city not fortified."

Eng. ver. "wealthy nation, that dwcUoth without
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be any one dwelling therein; both man and

beast are lied away, they are departed.

4 In those days, and at that time, saith

tlie LoKD, shall the children of Israel come,

they and the children of Jiidah together, go-

ing and weeping shall they go, and the Lord
their God shall they seek.

5 After Zion shall they ask, with their faces

on the way thitherward, (.saying,) Come;
and they will join themselves to the Lord in

a perpetual covenant that shall not be for-

gotten.

6 ]y Lost sheep were my people; their

shepherds had cau.sed them to go astray,

they had let them roam wildly on the moun-
tains; from mountain to hill did they go,

they forgot their resting-place.

7 All that found them devoured them; and
their adversaries said, We offend not, because

thev have sinned against the Lord, the ha-

bitation of righteousness, and the hope of

their fothers, the Lord.

8 Fly away out of the midst of Babjdon,

and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans,

and be ye as the he-goats before the flocks."

9 For, lo, I will awaken and cause to come
up against Babylon an assemblage of great

nations from the north country; and they

shall set themselves in battle-array against

her; from there shall she be captured: their

arrows are as those of a skilfuP mighty one;

none of which ever returneth in vain.

10 And Chaldea shall be given up to spoil;

all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the

Lord.

11 Though ye be glad, though ye rejoice,

ye plunderers of my heiitage, though ye be

grown" fat as the heifer at grass, and neigh

as stud-horses:

12 Your mother is made greatly ashamed;
she that bare you is put to the blush; be-

liold, the end of nations shall be wilderness,

dry land, and desert.

13 Because of the wrath of the Lord shall

it not be inhabited, and it shall be wholly de-

solate: every one that passeth by Babylon

* Rasbi, "The he-goats usually walk before the goats."
'' Some texts have Mdxhkil, "who makcth childless,"

but the most road Mas/:il, "wise," ".successful," "skil-

ful," i. e. in the use of warlike weapons.
° Philippson, " bellow like a grazing heifer." Bashi,

"like a heifer that thresheth."
" Rashi, " Cast stones at her," because the word here is

shall be astonished, and hiss over all her

wounds.
14 Put yourselves in battle-array against

Babylon roimd alwut, all ye that bend the

bow, shoot at her,'' spare not the arrows; for

against the Loud hath she sinned.

15 Shout against her roinid about; she

hath stretched ouf her hand: fallen arc her

foundations, thrown down are her walls; for

it is the vengeance of the Lord; take ven-

geance upon her; as she hath done, so do

unto her.

16 Cut off the sower from Bab3lon, and
him that handleth the sickle in the time of

harvest; because of the wasting sword they

shall turn about every one to his people, and
every one to his own land shall they tlee.

17 T[ A scattered laml) is Israel; the lions

have driven him away: fir.st the king of As-

syria devoured him; and this last one broke

his bones, (even) Nebuchadrezzar the king of

Babylon.

18
Tl

Therefore thus hath said the Lord
of hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I will in-

flict punishment on the king of Babylon and

on his land, as I have punished the king of

Assyria.

19 And I will bring Israel back again to

his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel
and Bashan; and upon the mountain of

Ephraim and Gil'ad shall his soul be satis-

fied.

20 In those days, and at that time, saith

the Lord, shall the iniquity of Israel be

sought for, and it shall not be there; and
the sins of Judah, and they shall not be

found; for I wall pardon those whom I will

leave remaining.

21 ^ Against the land of twofold rebel-

lion—even against it go thou up, and against

the inhabitants of the country of punish-

ment:' lay in ruins and utterly destroy their

offspring,^ saith the Lord, and do in accord-

ance with all that I have commanded thee.

22 A sound of battle (is heard) in the

land, and of great destruction.

IT, from m', "to cast," not n', from riT, "to shoot;"

but the shooting is after all the casting forth of the pro-

jectile by other moans than the naked hand.
" As token of submission, being conquered.
' Kodak; but Jonathan takes iipa as a proper name,

Peknd, a district of Chaldea.

^ Zunz: lit. " those after them."
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23 How is cut iisuink'r and broken the

hammer" of all the earth! how is Babylon

become an astonishment among the nations!

24 1 have laid a snare for thee, and thou

art also captured, O Baljylon, while thou

Avast not aware: thou art found, and also

caught, because thou hadst entered into a con-

test against the Lord.

25 The LoKD hath opened his treasury,

and hath brought forth the weapons of his

indignation; for it is a work for the Lord
Eternal of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans.

2G Come against her from the end of the

earth,'' open her garners; tread it down as

sheaves of corn, and destroy her utterly; let

there not be left of her a remnant even.

27 Destroy all her bullocks; let them go

down to the slaughter: wo unto them! for

their day is come, the time of their visita-

tion.

28 There is the voice of those that flee

and escape out of the land of Bab3lon, to tell

in Zion the vengeance of the Lord our God,

the vengeance for his temple.

29 Call together the archers against Baby-
lon ; all ye that bend the bow, encamp against

it round about ; let there be no escape for her

:

recompense her according to her work; in

accordance with all that she hath done, do

inito her; for against the Lord hath she act^

ed presumptuously, against the Holy One of

Israel.

30 Therefore shall her young men fall in

her streets, and all her men of war shall

perish on that day, saith the Lord.

31 ^ Behold, I am against thee, pre-

sumptuous"" one! saith the Lord Eternal of

hosts; for thy day is come, the time that I

will visit thee (with punishment).

32 And the presumptuous shall stumble

and fall, with none to raise him up; and I

will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall de-

vour all his environs.

33 ^ Thus hatli said the Lord of hosts,

The children of Israel and the children of

Judali are oppressed together: and all that

took them captive hold them fast; they re-

fuse to dismiss them.

Symbolic for "destroyer," as the hammer destroys all

by its force.

' Phiiippsou. llaslii, "from the outmost end of the

city;" and comments, "that she may not know, and be

suddenly taken."
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34 Their Redeemer is strong; The Lord
of liosts is his name : he will surely contend
in their cause, in order that he may give rest

to the land, and make the inhabitants of Ba-
bylon tremble.''

35 The sAvord is upon the Chaldeans, saith

the Lord, and against the inhabitants of Ba-
bj'lon, and against her j'l'inces. and against

her wise men.
30 The sword is against the lying sooth-

sayers, and they shall be made Ibolish ; the

sword is against her mighty men, and they
shall be dismayed.

37 The sword is against their hor.^es, and
against their chariots, and against all the con-

federates" that are in the midst of her, and
they shall become as women; the sword is

against her treasures, and they shall l)e plun-

dered.

38 The drought is against her waters, and
they shall be dried up; for it is the land of

graven images, and with their horrid idols do
they play the madman.

39 Therefore shall martens dwell (there)

with jackals, and the ostriches shall dwell

therein: and it shall be not inhabited any
more for ever; and it shall not be dwelt in

from generation to generation.

40 Like the overthrow by God of Sodom
and Gomorrah and their neighbours, saith

the Lord, so shall no man dwell there, nor

shall any son of man sojourn therein.

41 Behold, a people cometh from the north,

and a great nation, and many kings shall be

awakened from the farthest ends of the

earth.

42 Bow and lance do they firmly grasp;

they are cruel, and show not any mercy;
their voice roareth like the sea, and upon
horses do they ride, placed in array, like one
man, for the battle, against thee, daughter
of Babylon.

43 The king of Babylon hath heard the

report of them, and his hands are grown
feeble; anguish hath taken last hold of him,

pangs as of a woman in travail.

44 Behold, like a lion shall he come up
from the overflow of the Jordan unto the

° Lit. "presumption."
' The fall of the oppressor is rest for the oppressed.

' As in XXV. '23. Others, "mi.xed people;" but Ra.shi

explains it to mean, "tho.«e on whom the Babylouians de-

pend;" hence, "auxiliaries," or "confederates."
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strong habitation; for I will hasten them
(and) make them suddenly prevail over

her; and him who is chosen will I array

against her; for who like me? and who will

challenge me to battle? and who is that shep-

herd that can stand before me?
45 Therefore hear ye the counsel of the

Lord, that he hath resolved against Babylon

;

and his purposes, that he hath devised against

the land of the Chaldeans : Surely the least

of the Hock shall drag thena away ; surely he
will devastate over them their habitation.

46 At the noise of the conquest of Babylon
the earth quaketh, and the outcry is heard

among the nations.

CHAPTER LL

1 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, Behold, I

will awaken against Babylon, and against

those that dwell in the midst" of my oppo-

nents, a destroying wind;
2 And I will send out unto Babylon f;in-

ners, and they shall fan her, and shall empty
out her land; for they shall be against her

round about on the day of trouble.

3 Let the archer come against any one
that bendeth his bow, and against him that

lifteth himself up in his armour; and spare

ye not her young men; desti'oy ye utterly all

her host.

4 And the slain shall fall in the land of

the Chaldeans, and they that are pierced

through in her streets.

5 For not widowed are Israel and Judah
of their God, of the Lord of hosts; for the

land of those* was filled with, sin against the

Holy One of Israel.

6 Flee ye out of the midst of Babylon, and
save ye every man his life : perish not for her

iniquity ; for this is a time of vengeance unto

the Lord; a recompense he is paying out unto
her.

7 A golden cup hath Babylon been in the

hands of the Lord, that made drunken all the

earth ; of her wine have nations drunk

;

therefore are the nations rendered mad.
8 Suddenly is Babylon Mien and broken

:

wail ye for her; fetch balm for her wound,
perhaps she may be healed.

' Heb. "heart." " The Chaldeans.

Others, "sharpen the arrows, seize on the shields."

' Rashi, "en soi memc." Philippson, "by his life."

3 Y

9 "We would have healed Babylon, but
she was not healed; forsake her, and let us

go every one luito his own countr}^; for her

punishment reacheth unto heaven, and it is

lifted up even to the skies."

10 The Lord hath brought forth our
righteousness: come, and let us tell in Zion
the work of the Lord our God.

11 Make bright the arrows; fdl the qui-

vers:" the Lord hath awakened t)ie spirit of
the kings of Media; for against Babylon is

his intention, to destroy it; because it is the

vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance for his

temple.

12 Against the walls of Babylon lift up the

standard, strengthen the watch, set up the
watchmen, make read}' the ambushes; for

the Lord hath both intended and done what
he had spoken against the inhabitants of Ba-
bylon.

13 thou that dwellest upon many wa-
ters, great in treasures, thy end is come, the

full measure of thy selfish robbery.

14 Sworn hath the Lord of hosts by him-
self,'' Surel}' I will fill thee Avith men, as with
locusts; and they shall lift up the battle-cry

against thee.

15 ][ He made the earth by his power, he
established the world by his wisdom, and by
his understanding he stretched out the hea-

vens.

16 At the sound when he giveth a multi-

tude of waters in the heavens, and causeth
clouds to ascend from the ends of the earth;

when he maketh lightnings with rain, and
bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures

:

17 Then standeth every man as brutish

without knowledge; ashamed is every gold-

smith becau.se of the graven image; for false-

hood is his molten work, and there is no
breath therein.

18 They are vanity, the work of decep-

tion; in the time of their punishment shall

they vanish.

19 Not like these is the portion of Jacob;

for he is the former of all things; and Israel

is the tribe of his inheritance : The Lord of

hosts is his name.
20 T[ Thou art a hammer" unto me, wea-

• Eng. ver. "battle-axe." The prophet again addresses

Babylon, which had been in this day the instrument of

God's judgment.
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pons of war; aiKl I strike down witii tlifc

nations, and I destroy with thee kingdoms;

21 And I strike down with thee tlie horse

and his rider; and I strike down with thee

the chariot and its rider

;

22 And I strike down with thee man and
woman ; and I strike down witli thee old

and young ; and I strike down with thee the

young man and the virgin

;

23 And I strike down with thee the shep-

herd and his Hock ; and I strike down with
thee the husbandman and his yoke of oxen

;

and I strike dowai with thee governers and
rulers.

24 But (now) Avill I repay inito Babylon
and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their

evil that they have done in Zion before your
eyes, saith the Lord.

25 ^f Behold, I am against thee, destroy-

ing mountain, saith the Lord, which destroy-

est all the earth ; and I will stretch out my
hand over thee, and I will roll thee down
from the rocks, and will render thee a burnt
mountain.

26 And they shall not take from thee a
stone for a corner, nor a stone lor foundations;

but everlasting ruins shalt thou be, saith the
Lord.

27 Lift ye up a standard in the land, blow^

ye the cornet among the nations, make ready
against her nations, call together against her
the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashke-
naz ; appoint against her a commander

;

cause the horses to come up like the hairy

locusts.

28 Make ready against her the nations

with the kings of Media, its governors, and
all its rulers, and all the land of tlieir domi-
nion.

2'J And the earth quaketh and trembleth;
for every one of the purposes of the Lord is

fulfilled against Baljylon, to change the land of

Bal)ylon into a desolate country without an
inhabitant.

30 The mighty men of Babylon have
ceased to fight, they sit still in (their) strong-

holds; their might is vanished; they are be-

c(mie as women : they have burnt her dwell-

ing-places ; her bars are broken.

* "The canes that grow in tlie Euphrates, which made
the approach to the city difficult on the river .side."

—

Philii'Pson. llabbi Jonah, "the forts," from an Arabic
root.
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31 One riumer shall run to meet another
runner, and one messenger to meet anotber
messenger, to tell unto the king of Babylon
that his city is captured at all ends,

32 And that the passages have been seized,

and that they have burnt the reeds" with fire,

and that the men of war are aflrighled.

33 ^ For thus hath .said the Lcjrd of hosts,

the God of Israel, The daughter of Baljylon is

like a threshing-fioor, at the time'' they thn-sli

therein ; but yet a little while more, when
the time of harvest shall come for her.

34 " Nebucliadrezzar the king of Babylon
devoured me, he crushed me, he set me down
as an empty vessel, he swallowed me up like

a huge serpent, he filled his belly Avith my
delicacies, he drove me out.

3-3 The violence done to me and to my
flesh be upon Babylon," will the inhabitress

of Zion say; and '"My blood be upon the in-

habitants of Chaldea," will Jerusalem say.

36 \\ Therefore thus hath said the Lord,

Behold, I will contend in thy cause, and exe-

cute vengeance for thee ; and I will dry up
her sea, and cause her springs to fail.

37 And Babylon shall become ruinous

heaps, a dwelling-place for monsters, an as-

tonishment, and a derision, without an inha-

bitant.

38 Together like lions shall they roar

:

they shall yell like the lions' whelps.

39 When they are heated will I prepare
their (drinking-)feasts, and I will make them
drunken, in order that they may be joyful,

and (then) sleep a perpetual sleep, and not
awake again, saith the Lord.

40 I will bring them down like lambs to

the slaughter, like wethers with he-goats.

41 How is Sheshach captured ! and how
is coiu[uered the praise of the whole earth

!

how is Babylon become an astonishment
among the nations!

42 The sea is come up over Babylon : with
the multitude of its waves is she covered.

43 Iler cities are become desolate places, a
dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein
not any man shall dwell, and through which
no son of man shall pass along.

44 And I will inflict punishment on Bel in

' Raslii, " She is now full as the thrcshini,'-floor i.< at

threshing time, when it is full of wheat ; but yet a little

while more shall elapse when she shall be empt}' as the

floor is empty at the comiueucemcnt of harvest."
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Bahylon, and I will bring forth what he hath
;

.swallowed up out oi" his mouth ; and nations

shall not assemble together like a stream unto

him any more : yi'ii, the wall ol" liabylon is

fallen.

45 Go ye out of the midst of her, my peo-

ple, and save \q every man his Hie from the

fierceness of the anger of the Lord.

4G And so that your heart may not faint,"

and ye fear at the report that is heard in the

land ; when the report cometh in one year,

and after that in another year cometh an-

other report, and when violence (be done) in

the land, (by) ruler against ruler.

47 Therefore, behold, da^s are coming,

when I \A ill inflict punishment on the graven

images of Babylon, and her whole land shall

be put to shame, and all her slain shall fall

in the midst of her.

48 And then shall the heaven and the

earth, and all that is therein, sing because of

Babylon; for from the north shall the de-

stroyers come unto her, saith the Lord.

49 Also Babylon is destined^' to fall, ye

slain ones of Israel, also at Babylon fall the

slain of all the land.

50 (But) ye that have escaped the swoi'd,

go away, stand not still : remember afar off

the Lord, and let Jerusalem rise up in your
heart.

51 " We had been made ashamed, because

we had heard reproach; confusion had cover-

ed our faces; because strangers were come
into the sanctuaries of the Lord's house."

52 ^[ Therefore, behold, days ai'e coming,

saith the Lord, when I Avill inflict punish-

ment on her graven images: and through all

her land shall groan the deadly wounded.
53 Though Babylon should mount up to

heaven, and though she should fortify the

height of her strength : yet from me should

destroyers come unto her, saith the Lord.
54 A sound of a painful cry cometh from

Babylon, and of a great breach from the land
of the Chaldeans

;

' The Israelites should not dread leaving the doomed
land of Babylon, though evil reports of expected danger
should meet them, and though their rulers should change
constantly. (See Ezra and Nehemiah.)

'' Philippson; but Ra.shi, "As in Baljylon the slain of

Israel had to fall, so shall fall in Babylon the slain of all

her land."
" Kedak, " ho destrii3cth from out of her the loud noise

of the great multitude of people, which was like the roar-

55 Because the Lord wasteth Babylon,

and destroyeth out of her the loud noise

;

I)ut'" their waves roar like great waters, the

noise of their voice is heard ;'*

56 Because the destroyer is come over

her, over Babylon, and her mighty men are

caught, every <me of their bows is broken;

for the God of recompenses, the Lord, will

surely requite.

57 And I will make drunken her princes,

and her wise men, her governors, and her

rulers, and her mighty men : and they shall

sleep a joerpetual sleep, and not awake again,

saith the King, The Lord of hosts is his name.
58 ^[ Thus hath said the Loud of hosts.

Every one of the broad walls of Babylon
shall be utterly' overthrown, and her high

gates shall he burnt Avith fire ; so that nations

shall have" laboured in vain, and the people

for the fire, and so shall they have wearied

themselves.

59 *{] The word which Jeremiah the pro-

phet commanded Serayah the son of Neriyah,

the son of Machseyah, when he went with

Zedekiah the king of Judah unto Babylon in

the fourth year of his reign. And this Se-

ra3'ah Avas cliief chamberlain.

CO And Jeremiah wrote down all the evil

that should come upon Babylon in one book,

namely, all these words that are written con-

cerning Babylon.

Gl And Jeremiah said to Sera3-ah, As thou

comest to Baljylon, see to it, that thou read

all these words

;

62 And thou shalt say, Lord, thou thy-

self hast spoken concerning this place, to cut

it off, so that there shall not be in it an inha^

bitant, either man or beast; but that it shall

become a desolate place for ever.

63 And it shall be, when thou hast finish-

ed reading this book, that thou shalt bind a

stone to it, and throw it into the midst of

the Euphrates

;

64 And thou shalt say. Thus shall Baby-

Ion sink, and shall not rise again from the

ing of the waves of the sea, when they give forth their

noise." Others understand " their waves" to refer to the

waving masses of the approaching enemies of Babylon.
'' Rashi. Lit. " given."
' I. e. The building of Babylon shall have been in vain,

as the structures were to be burnt with fire ; wherefore

the weariness incurred in building it will have been quite

useless. This prophecy has been singularly fulfilled in

the utter destruction of Babylon and the country around.
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evil that I will luring upon her : and her

people' shall be wearied. Thus far arc the

words ol' Jeremiah.

CHAPTER LII.

1 ^ One and twenty years was Zedekiah
old when he became king, and eleven years

did he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's

name was Chamutal the daughter of Jeremiah
of Libnah.

2 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, in accordance with all that Jehoytv
kim had done.

3 For through the anger of the Lord it

came to pass against Jerusalem and Judah,
till he had cast them out from his presence,

that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of

Babylon.

4 ^ And it came to pass in the ninth year

of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth

day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar the

king of Balnlon came, he and all his army,
against Jerusalem, and encamped against it,

and built against it works of attack round
about.

5 iSo the city was placed in a state of siege

until the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.

And in the fourth month, on the ninth

day of the month, when the fixminc was severe

in the city, so that there was no bread for the

people of the land :

7 The city was broken in, and all the men
of war fled, and went forth out of the city by
night by the way of the gate between the two
walls, which was near the king's garden;
(while all the Chaldeans were round about

the city;) and they went by the way of the

plain.

8 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued
after the king, and they overtook Zedekiah
in the plains of Jericho; and all his army
was scattered from him.

9 And they caught the king, and they
brought him up unto the king of Babylon to

Ril)lah in the land of Chamath; and he called

him to account.

10 And the king of Babylon slaughtered

* Ilcdak ; i. e. they shall not be able to coutend against

their oppoDcuts.
•' I<it. "stood."
• The Uabbins take this to nu^aii cither the .syiia<;ogucs,

wherr prayers were oflercd, or the schools where the law
was tauf;lit.

&»8

the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes : and
also all the princes of Judah did he slaughter

in Riblali.

11 And the eyes of Zedekiah did he blind;

and the king of Babylon bound him with
brazen fetters, and carried him to Balnlon,

and put him in the ward-house till the day of

his death.

12 ^ And in the fifth month, on the tenth

day of the month, which was the nineteenth

3'ear of king Nebuchadrezzar the king of Ba-

bylon, came Nebuzaradan, the captain of the

guard, (who) served'' the king of Bab3-lon,

unto Jerusalem.

13 And he burnt the house of the Lord,

and the king's house ; and all the houses of

Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great"

men, did he burn with fire

;

14 And all the walls of Jerusalem round
about did all the army of the Chaldeans, that

were with the captain of the guard, pull

down.
15 And certain of the poorest of the people,

and the residue of the people that had Ix'en

left in the city, and the deserters, that had
run away to the king of Babylon, and the

rest of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the

captain of the guard cany awaj' into exile.

10 But certain of the poorest of the land

did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
leave for vine-dressers and for husbandmen.

17 Also the pillars of copper that were in

the house of the Lord, and the bases, and the

copper sea that was in the house of the Lord,

did the Chaldeans break, and they carried off"

all their copper to Babylon.

18 And the pots, and the shovels, and the

knives, and the bowls, and the spoons, and
all the vessels of copper wherewith they used

to perform the service, did they take away.
19 And the basins, and the censers, and

the bowls, and the pots, and the candlesticks,

and the spoons^ ami the i)uriiying-tubes;"* of

what was of gold the gold,'' and of what was
of silver the silver, did the captain of the

guard take away.
20 The two piUars, the one sea, and the

^ t. e. For the table of show-bread, which were placed

between the bread to lot the air have a free passage

throiiiih thoni. (See note to Exod. xxv. 20.)
^ /unz. J'hilippsiM), simply, "both thos^o of gold as

also tho.-^c of silver." While the copi>cr vessels were

broken up, these were carried away entire.
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twelve copper oxen that served instead* of

the bases, which king Solomon had made for

the house of the Lord: the copper of all these

vessels could not be weighed.''

21 And as regai'deth the pillars, eighteen

cubits was the height of each one pillar ; and
a thread of twelve cubits woukl compass it

;

and its thickness was four fingers : it was
hollow.

22 And a capital was upon it of copper;

and the height of the one capital was five"

cubits, with network and pomegranates upon
the capital round about, all of copper. And
the like was the case with the second pillar

and the pomegranates.

23 And the pomegranates were ninety"^ and
six on every side ; and all the pomegranates
upon the network were one hundred round
about.

24 And the captain of the guard took Se-

rayali the chief priest, and Zephanyah the

priest second in rank," and the three door-

keepers
;

25 And out of the city he took a certain

court-officer, who had the supervision of the

men of war ; and seven men of those that

had free access to the king's presence/ who
were found in the city ; and the scribe of the

chief of the arm}-, who ordered to the army
the people of the land; and sixty men of the

people of the land, that were found in the

midst of the city

;

2G And Nebuzaradan the captain of the

guard took them, and led them away unto the

king of Babylon to Riblah.

* I. c. Which oxen served for the sea as so many bases

of a simpler form. IJasbi, "which were near the bases,"

i. e. of the lavcrs. Zunz, literally, "under the bases,"

which cannot be well understood.
' Hyperbolically, so much that no one could readily

undertake the task.

° The height is given at three cubits in 1 Kings vii. 16,

which is explained, that the capital consisted of two parts,

27 And the king of Babylon smote them,
and put them to death in Riblah in the land

of Chamath. Thus Judah was carried away
into exile out of his own country.

28 This is the people whom Nebuchadrez-
zar carried away into e.xile : in the seventh
year, three thousand and three and twenty
Jews

;

29 In the eighteenth 3-ear of Nebuchadrez-
zar from Jerusalem, eight hundred thirty and
two persons

;

30 In the three and twentieth year of Ne-
buchadrezzar, did Nebuzaradan the captain

of the guard carry away into exile of the

Jews seven hundred forty and five persons

;

all the persons were four thousand and six

hundred.

31 ^ And it came to pass in the seven
and thirtieth year of the exile of Jehoyachin
the king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on
the five and twentieth day of the month, that

Evil-merodach the king of Babylon in the

(first) year of his reign lifted up the head of

Jehoyachin the king of Judah, and brought
him forth out of the prison-house

;

32 And he spoke kindly with him, and set

his throne above the throne of the kings that
were with him in Babjlon,

33 And he changed his j^rison-garments;

and he ate bread before him continually all

the days of his life.

34 And his allowance was a continual

allowance given him by the king, the neces-

sary ration for the day on its day, until the

day of his death, all the days of his life.

the lower, plain, of three cubits, and the upper of two cu-

bits, ornamented.
^ llashi explains this, that but ninety six could be

seen at a view, the other four being hidden by intervening

objects.

' Philippson, "the vice-high-priest," or the one who
officiated when the other was disabled.

' Lit. "who see the king's face."
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THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL,

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ And it came to pass in the thirtieth''

year, in the fourth month, on the fifth da}-

of the month, as I was in the midst of the

exiles by the river Kebar, that the heavens
were opened, and I saw divine" visions.

2 On the fifth day of the month, which
was the fifth year of the exile of king Jeho-

yachin,

3 Came the word of the Lord expressly

imto Ezekiel the son of Buzi, the priest, in

the land of the Chaldeans by the river Ke-
bar; and there came upon him there the in-

spiration"* of the Lord.

4 And I saw, and behold, a storm-wind

came out of the north, a great cloud, and a

flaming" fire, and a brightness Avas on it round
alx)ut; and out of the midst of it was like the

glitter of amber,' out of the midst of the fire.

5 And out of the midst thereof (I saw) the

likeness of four living creatures. And this

was their appearance : they had the likeness

of a man.
6 And every one had four fiices, and every

one of them had four wings.

7 And their feet were straight feet; the

sole of their feet Avas like tlie sole of a calf's''

foot: and they sparkled like the glitter of

burnished copper.

8 And hands of man (were visible) from
beneath their wings on their four sides; and
their faces and their wings (were alike) on all

these four.

* Correctly, Ycchesfcel.

' Some suppose this thirtieth to be the year of the jubi-

lee; othcr.s, the thirtieth year of the prophet's life.

" Iledak, "great visions, as it is customary in Scripture,

when endeavouring to express the greatness of a thing,

to join it to the word God."
"•Jonathan. Lit. "hand;" meaning, the resistless

strcngtli of the divine prophecy, which overpowered him.
" Jonatiian. (Sec Exod. ix. 24.) Zunz, "spreading

about." I'hilippson, ".swelling."
' The word SoKTI is of uncertain signiiication. Zunz,

"gold ore." Others leave it untranslated, " Chashmal."
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9 Their wings were joined one to the

other; they turned not about in their going;

they Avent every one in the direction of one
of tlieir faces.

*

10 And the likeness of their faces was the

face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the

right side for all four of them; and the face

of an ox on the left side for all four of them;
and the face of an eagle for all four of them.

11 Thus were their faces: and their Avings

Avere spread out' upward; CA-eryone had tAvo

joined one to another, and two coA^ered their

bodies.

12 And they went every one in the direc-

tion of one of his faces : Avhither the spirit''

Avas directed to go, they went; they turned

not about in their going.

13 As for the likeness of the living crea-

tures, their appearance Avas like coals of fire,

burning as Avith the apjiearance of torches

;

this (fire) it Avas Avhich passed along betAveen

the living creatures; and a brightness Avas

about the fire, and out of the fire Avent forth

lightning.

14 And the living creatures ran backAvard

and forAvard like the appearance of a flash of

lightning.

15 And I looked on the living creatures,

and, behold, there Avas one Avheel' upon the

earth clo.se by the living creatures, by their

four front faces."

16 The appearance of the AvheeLs and their

Avork Avas like the colour of a chr3"solite;

and all four had one likeness: and their ap-

' Jonathan, "I'ound foot;" taking hiy not for "calf,"

'Eijcl, but "round," 'Ai/of.

^ llashi. Lit. "to the side of his face."

'Jonathan. Kcdak, "separated from the body and
spread out above to fly."

' Rashi, "the will."

' Rashi, " At the four faces of each Chai/i/ah ; or the

Ophim had four faces." Zunz, "according to their four

faces."

^ Like Chashmal above, .so is Ophan here left imtrans-

lated in several versions, as denoting an v\\\vy df angels;

in X. 13 the Ophan is called also UatjaL
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pearance and their work was as though it

were a wheel in the middle of a wheel."

17 Toward their four sides they went in

their going; they turned not round in their

going.

18 As for their circumferences, they were
so high that they excited fear; and their

felloes were full of eyes round about on all

these four.

19 And when the living creatui-es went,

the wheels went near to them : and when
the living creatures lifted themselves up
from the earth, the wheels lifted themselves

up.

20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go,

they went; (for) thither was (their) spirit'

to go: and the wheels lifted themselves up!

at the same*" time with them ; for the spirit

of the living creatures was in the Avheels.

21 When those went, these went; and
when those stood, these stood; and when
those lifted themselves up from the earth,

the wheels lifted themselves up at the same
time with them ; for the spirit of the living

creatures was in the wheels.

22 And the likeness of a vault" was over

llie head of the living creatures, (shining)

like the glitter of the purest crystal,* stretch-

ed forth over their heads above.

23 And under the vault their wings were
straight, the one toward the other; every

one had two, which covered them, and every

one had two, which covered them,—(namely,)

their bodies.

24 And I heard the sound of their wings,

like the sound of great waters, as the voice"

of the Almightj', when they went, the sound of

(their) speech, as the noise of an army: when
they stood still, they let down their wings.''

25 And there was a voice from the vault

that was over their head : Avhen they stood

still, they let down their wings.

2G And above the vault that was over

their head was like the appearance of a sap-

phire-stone, the likeness of a throne : and
upon the likeness of the throne was a like-

' As though two wheels intersected each other, so that

the Ophanim might move in cither direction without turn-

ing as the Cherubim at first described, by means of their

four faces. '' Zunz.
° Zunz. Lit. "an expansion."
^ Lit. "fearful ice;" and so Jonathan and Kashi. But

Redak, "terrific in its whiteness and shining."

ness as the appearance of a man abo\e up-

on it.

27 And I saw as if it were the glitter of am-
ber, as the appearance of fire within it round
about, from the appearance of his loins tip-

ward, and from the appearance of his loins

downward, I saw as it ^\•ere the appearance
of fire, and it had ])rightness round about.

28 Like the apjicaranco of the bow that is

in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the

appearance of the brightness round about;

this was the appearance of the likeness of the

glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell

upon my face, and I heard the voice of one
that spoke.

CHAPTER II.

1 T[ And he said unto me. Son of man,
stand up upon thy feet, and I will speak with
thee.

2 And the spirit entered into me as he
spoke unto me, and it placed me upon my
feet, that I heard him that spoke unto me.

3 ^ And he said unto me. Son of man, I

send thee to the children of Israel, to rebel-

lious tribes^ that have rebelled against me:
they and their fathers have transgressed

against me, even until this very day.

4 And the children are impudent of fixce,

and obdurate of heart; I send thee unto

them; and thou shalt say unto them. Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal.

5 And they, whether they will hear, or

whether they will forl^ear, (for they are a
rebellious house,) shall yet know that a pro-

phet hath been among them.

6 And thou, son of man,—thou .shalt not

be afraid of them, and of their words have no
fear, though they be briers and thorns with

thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions :''

of their words be not afraid, and at their

presence be not dismayed; for they are a re-

bellious family.

7 And thou shalt speak my words unto

them, whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear; for they are rebellious.

' Zunz, "thunder."
' I. e. Those which they used when flying, the other

two remaining extended under the vault, or canopy, over

their heads.

8 Itashi.

" Jonathan, "scorpions" proper; Rashi gives one ver-

sion as "the wild rose-bush/' which has sharp thorns.
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8 If But tliou, son of man, hear what I

am speaking unto thee, Be not thou rebel-

lious like this reliellious family; open thy

moutli, and eat that I give unto thee.

9 And then I looked, and behold, a hand

was stretched out toward me ; and, lo, a roll-

book was therein ;

lU And he spread it out before me ; and it

was written within and without :° and there

were written therein lamentations, and dirges,

and wo.

CHAPTEK III.

1 ^ And he said mito me, Son of man, eat

what thou findest; eat this roll, and go, speak

unto the house of Israel.

2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused

me to eat this roll.

3 And he said unto me. Son of man, feed

thy belly, and fill thy bowels with this roll

that I am giving unto thee. And I ate it;

and it was in my mouth like honey in sweet-

ness.

4 ^ And he said unto me. Son of man, go,

get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak

with my words unto them.

5 For not to a people of an obscure speech

and of a difficult tongue art thou sent, but to

the house of Israel

;

Not to many people of an obscure speech

and of a difficult tongue, whose words thou

canst not understand. Surely, had I sent

thee to them, they would truly have heark-

ened unto thee.

7 But the house of Israel will not hearken

unto thee ; for they will not hearken unto

ma ; for all the house of Israel have a bold

forehead, and a hard heart.

8 Behold, I have made thy face strong

against their face, and thy forehead strong

against their forehead.

9 As an adamant harder than flint have I

made thy forehead ; thou shalt not fear them,

nor shalt thou be dismayed at their presence,

tliough they be a rebellious family.

lU ^[ And he said unto me. Son of man,
all my words that I Avill speak unto thee re-

ceive in thy heart, and liear (them) Avith thy

ears.

11 And go, get thee to those in exile, unto

the children of thy people, and speak unto

them, and say unto them. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal; whether they will hear, or

whether they will forbear.

12 Then a spirit took me up, and I heard

behind me a A'oice of a great rusjhing,'' (say-

ing,) Blessed be the glory of the Lord from

his place."

13 (I heard) also the sound of the wings

of the living creatures that touched one an-

other, and the sound of the wheels at the

same time with them, and the sound of a

great rushing.

14 So a spirit lifted me up, and took me
away, and I walked in bitterness, in the heat

of my spirit ; and the inspiration of the Lord
was strong upon me.

15 Then came I to the exiles at Tel-abib,

who dwelt by the river Kebar, and I remain-

ed where they dwelt, and I remained there in

a state of confusion among them seven days.

16 ^ And it came to pass at the end of .

seven days, m
^ That the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

17 Son of man, I have made thee a watch-

man unto the house of Israel : and thou shalt

hear the word out of my mouth, and give

them warning from me.
18 When I say unto the Avicked, Thou

shalt surel}' die; and thou dost not give him
warning, and speakest not to wai'u the wicked
from his wicked way, to save his life : the

same wicked man shall die through his ini-

quity; but his blood Avill I require at thy

hand.

19 But thou,—if thou hast warned the

wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness,

nor from his wicked way, he shall indeed die

in his iniquity; but thou hast surely delivered

thy soul.

20 ^[ Again, When a righteous man do
turn from his righteousness, and do what is

wrong: then will I lay a stumbling-block be-

fore liim, (so that) he shall die; yet if thou

hast not given him warning, he shall die in

his sin, and his acts of righteousness which
he hath done shall not be remembered; but

his blood will I require from thy hand.

21 But if thou hast truly warned him,

—

* Contrary to the state of rolls iu general, which are

written on the inside only.
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Zunz, " earthquake.

"

1. c. Everywhere, God's place, the universe.
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the rigliteous, that the righteous shoukl not

sin, and he doth not sin: ho shall siiroly live,

because he attended to the warning, and thou

hast surely delivered thy own soul.

22 ]| And the inspiration of the Lord came
there over me; and he said unto me, Arise,

go forth into the valley, and there will I

speak Avith thee.

23 And I arose, and went forth into the

valley; and, behold, there was the glory of

the Lord standing, like that glory which I

had seen by the river Kebar: and I fell down
on my face.

24 Then entered a spirit into me, and
placed me npright on my feet, and spoke

with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself

up' Avithin th}' house.

25 But thou, son of man, behold, they

put ropes'" upon thee, and bind thee Avith

them, that thou canst not go out among them

:

26 And I Avill let thy tongue cleave to the

roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb,
and shalt not become to them a man Avho re-

proveth ; for they are a rebellious family."

27 But Avhen I speak Avith thee, I Avill

open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto

them, Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, He
that heareth, let him hear; and he that for-

beareth, let him forbear; for they are a rebel-

lious family.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ But thou, son of man, take thyself

a tile, and laA* it before thee, and engrave

upon it a city, (namely,) Jerusalem

:

2 And place around it a siege, and build

works of attack** against it, and cast up a

mound against it; and arrange around it en-

campments, and place against it battering

rams" round about.

3 Moreover take thou unto thyself an iron

pan, and set it up as a Avail of iron between

' Rashi, "to show tbcm that they are not worthy to be
reproved."

" Rashi, "be confined to thy bouse as though thou wert
bound with ropes." Pbilippson, "the people prevent the

prophet, binding him as it were, that he cannot go out and
come among them to preach to them. So was Jeremiah
prevented from coming into the temple; wherefore be had
to send Barucb." (Jer. ssxvi. .5.)

" Lit. "house."—Now, as the people will not listen, so

will the Lord not permit his messenger to speak, till

sueb a time that a better efiect can be produced.
'' Rashi takes pn to be an instrument to throw stones

.3 Z

thee'^ and the city: and direct thy face against

it, that it may be placed in a state of siege,

and lay siege against it. This shall be a sign

for the house of Israel.

4 ^ And as for thyself, lie upon thy left

side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Is-

rael upon it: (after) the number of the days
that thou shalt lie upon it shalt thou bear

their iniquity.

5 But as for mjself, I lay upon thee the

years of their iniquity, after the number of

the days, three hundred and ninety days: so

shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of

Israel.

6 And Avhen thou hast made an end of

them, thou shalt lie on thy right side, the

second time, and thou shalt bear the iniquity

of the house of Judah forty days : a day eaclx

for a year, a day for a year do I lay it on
thee.

7 And toAvard the siege of Jerusalem shalt

thou direct thy face Avitli thy arm uncoA^ered,

and thou shalt prophesy against it.

8 And, behold, I Avill lay ropes upon thee,

that thoit mayest not turn thyself from one
side to the other, till thou hast made an end
of the days of thy siege.

9 But thou take unto thee AA'heat, and bar-

ley, and beans, and lentiles, and millet, and
spelt, and put them in one A'essel, and make
thyself bread thereof, (after) the number of

the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side,

three hundred and ninety da}s, shalt thou

eat it.

10 And thy food Avhich thou shalt eat

shall be by Aveight, tAventy shekels for every

day: from one time to the other^ time shalt

thou eat it.

11 And Avater shalt thou drink by mea-
sure, the vsixth part of a hin : from one time

to the other time shalt thou drink (it).

12 And in form of a barley-cake shalt thou

into the besieged city; Redak, as "wooden towers," which

were pushed gradually against the walls for attack; hence

we have given it simply to express both opinions.

' Rashi explains D'13 to be "chiefs of the divisions,"

each of whom watches his part of the besieged place.

' Rashi comments, " like the city wall w-hich separates

between the city and the hostile armj-." But Redak makes
it emblematic of the sins of Israel, which separated them
from their God.

* Rashi, "from day to day shalt thou eat this—drink

this," emblematic of a rigorous siege, where food and
drink are closely calculated before being given out.
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eat it, and this shalt thuii bake with balls of

human excrement before their eyes.

13 ^ And the Lokd said, Even thus shall

tiie children of Israel eat their bread unclean

among the nations whither I will drive them.

14 Then said I, Ah Lord Eternal ! behold,

my soul hath not been defiled; and that

which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces, have

I never eaten from my youth up even until

now ; and never is flesh of abomination come
into my mouth.

15 ^[ Then said he unto me, Lo, I have

given thee cow's dung instead of human ex-

crement; and thou shalt prepare thy bread

thereupon.

16 ]f And he said unto me, Son of man,
behold, I will break the staff of bread in Jeru-

salem; and they shall eat bread by weight,

and with anxious care; and they shall drink

water by measure, and in confusion

;

17 In order that they may want bread and

water, and Ijc confounded one with the other,

and pine away for their iniquit}'.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And thou, son of man, take thee a

sharp sword, a barber's razor shalt thou take

for it' unto thyself, and cause it to pass over

thy head and over thy beard: then take

thee balances for weighing, and divide the

hair.

2 One third part shalt thou burn with fire

in the midst of the city, when the days of the

siege are completed ; and thou shalt take an-

other third part, and smite about it with the

sword ; and the other third part shalt thou

scatter to the wind; and I will draw out a

sword after the same.

3 And take thence a few in number, and
tie them up in the corners of thy garment.

4 And from these again shalt thou take

some, and cast them into the midst of the

fire, and burn them in the fire; therefrom

shall a fire go forth unto all the house of Is-

rael.

5 ^ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

* Meaning, the sword shall be represented by a razor.

' Rashi, " she exchanged my ordinances for greater

wickedness than," &c. (Sec U Chron. xxxii. 2-9.)
* Ilasiii; but Menachem, "ye make more noise," i. e.

exceed them in deed.s of ini(|uity.

* Zunz, " 1 will withdraw my eye, that it shall not look

pityingly."
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This is Jerusalem, which I had set it in the

midst of the nations and countries that are

round about her.

G But she rebelled'' against my ordinances

more wickedly than the nations, and against

my statutes more than the countries that are

round about her; for my ordinances they
have despised, and as for my statutes, they

have not walked in them.

7 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Because ye have given" yourselves

up to evil more than the nations that are

round alx)ut you, have not walked in my sta-

tutes, and have not executed my ordinances,

and not even acted according to the ordi-

nances of the nations that are round about

you :

8 ^[ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Behold, I, also I am against thee,

and I will execute judgments in the midst of

thee before the eyes of the nations.

9 And I will do in thee that which I have
never done, and the like of which I will never
do any more, because of all thv abominations.

10 ^ Therefore fathers shall devour their

children in the midst of thee, and children

shall devour their lathers; and I will execute

judgments on thee, and I will scatter all thy
remnant unto all the winds.

11 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord
Eternal, Surely, because thou hast made un-

clean my sanctuary with all thy detestable

things, and with all thy abominations: there-

fore will I also diminish'' (thee); and my eye

shall not show pit}', and I also will not spare.

12 A third part of thee shall die through

the pestilence, and come through famine to

their end in the midst of thee ; and another

third part shall fall by the sword round about

thee; and the other third part will I scatter

unto all the winds, and a sword will I draw
out after them.

13 Thus shall my anger be accomplished,

and I will cau.se my fury to rest upon them,

and I will satisfy myself;" and they shall

know*^ that I the Lord have spoken it in my

° Ra.shi, after Jonathan, "when I have taken vengeance

on them, then shall my fury bo allayed, and I will bo-

think myself of the afllicticm which I have bestowed on

them." But the next verse will require the translation

here given.
' The accomplishment of the evil will prove that it was

the truth from God which the prophet spoke.
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zeal, wlien I have let out all m}' fury on

them.

14 Yea, I will render thee a ruin, and a

disgrace among the nations that are round
about thee, before the ej'cs of every one that

passeth by.

15 And she shall Ije a disgrace and a taunt,

a warning and an astonishment unto the na-

tions that are round about thee," when I

execute judgments on thee in anger and in

fury and in furious chastisements,—I the

Lord have spoken it,

—

10 When I send among them the dreadful

aiTows of famine, which (evei") were the

cause of destruction, Avhich I will send to

destroy 3'ou ; and I will increase the fiimine

upon }ou, and will break unto you the staff

of bread

:

17 So will I let loose over"" ^-ou famine

and wild beasts, and they shall make thee

childless; and pestilence and blood shall pass

through thee; and the sword will I bring

over thee. I the Lord have sjDoken it.

CHAPTER VI.

1 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against the

mountains of Israel, and prophesy against

them,
3 And thou shalt say, mountains of Is-

rael, hear ye the word of the Lord Eternal!

Thus hath said the Lord Eternal to the moun-
tains, and to the hills, to the brooks," and to

the valleys. Behold, I, even I, will bring over

you the sword, and I will destroy your high-

places.

4 And your altars shall be made desolate,

and 3our sun-images shall be broken : and I

will cause your slain ones to fall l^efore your
idols.

5 And I will lay the cai'casses of the chil-

dren of Israel before their idols; and I will

scatter your bones round about jour altars.

6 In all your dwelling-places the cities

shall be laid in ruins, and the high-places

' Redak, "so is the custom of Scripture to speak of

the third and to the second person together.
• See Levit. sxvi. 6, 25, 26.
° Zunz, "gullies," the ua(?i/s of Palestine, which are

ncarl}' all river beds in the rainy season, though many
arc dry in suiumor. Everywhere they had erected altars

to the idols.

*" l\ashi, "shall be recognised through their guilt."

shall be made desolate ; in order that your

altars may be laid in ruins and made deso-

late,'' and your idols may be broken and
annihilated, and your sun-images may be

cut down, and your works may be blotted

out.

7 And the slain shall fall in the midst of

you; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

8 Yet will I leave (some); that ye shall

have some that escape the sword among the

nations, when ye shall be scattered in the

(various) countries.

9 And those of you tliat escape shall re-

member me among the nations among Avhoni

they shall have been carried captive, when I

shall have broken" their licentious heart,

which had departed from me, and with their

eyes, Avhicli were gone astray after their idols;

and they shall loathe' themselves on account

of the evil deeds which they have committed

with all their abominations.

10 And they shall know that I am the

Lord ; not for naught have I spoken that I

would do luito them this evil.

11 T[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Strike thy hands together,''' and stamp with

thy foot, and say, Alas for all the dreadful

abominations of the house of Israel ! who will

have to fall by the sword, by the famine, and
by the pestilence.

12 He that is afar off shall die of the pes-

tilence ; and he that is near shall fall by the

sword; and he that remaineth and is besieg-

ed*" shall die by the famine : thus will I let

out all my fury on them.

13 And ye shall know that I am the Lord,

when their slain ones shall lie in the midst

of their idols round about their altars, on

every high hill, upon all the tops of the

mountains, and under ever}' green tree, and
under every thick-branched oak,— places

where they presented sweet savour to all

their idols.

14 And I will stretch out my hand over

them, and I will render the land desolate,

and waste more than the wilderness toward

"Jonathan. Rashi, "who humbled myself, notwith-

standintr their heart went astray and departed from me,

in sending to them my prophets to ask them to return

unto me, that I might do them good, but they would not."

Redak, "I was broken out of their licentious heart."

' Kashi; but Mouachem, "f|uarrel with themselves."

5 ]<it. "smite in thy hand."
* Redak, "who is preserved;" so also Zunz, "spared."
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Diblatb," in all their liabitation.s : and the}'

shall know that I am the Lokd.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^[ And the AA'ord of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 And thou, son of man, thus hath said

the Lord Eternal concerning the land of Is-

rael, There is an end ! the end is coming over

the four corners of the land.

3 Now Cometh the end over thee, and I

will let loose my anger against thee, and will

judge thee according to thy ways, and I will

lay upon thee all thy abominations.

4 And my eye shall not show pity upon
thee, and I will not spare thee ; for th}' own
ways will I lay upon thee, and thy abominar
tions shall come in the midst of thee : and ye
shall know that I am the Lord.

5 Tf Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, An
evil, a peculiar evil, behold, is coming.

6 An end is coming, there is coming the

end : it waketh up against thee ; behold, (the

evil) cometh.''

7 The evil decree" is come against thee,

thou inhabitant of the land : the time is come,
near is the day of tumult, and not the joyful

call'* on the mountains.

8 Now will I in a short time pour out my
fury over thee, and I will let out all my anger
against thee, and I will judge thee according

to thy ways, and I will lay upon thee all thy
abominations.

9 And my eye shall not show pity, and I

will not spare : according to thy ways will I

lay (evil) on thee; and thy abominations
shall come in the midst of thee ; and ye shall

know that I am the Lord that smiteth.

10 Behold the day, behold, it is coming;
the evil decree'' is gone forth; the staff hath
blossomed, presumption hath budded

;

11 The violence' is grown up into the staff

' i. e. 'Almon-diblathayim, (Num. xxxiii. 40;) but Rc-
dalt, "Riblah," by cliange of i for n.

^ This is similar to the .second ver.se ; but there is a

paronomasia, or play upon tiic words hero, deserving of

notice. tSn ypri yprt X3 N3 j'p, "the end cometh, come
is the end: it waketh for thee." yp is "an end," V'pn
is "he waketh."

° Kodak, "the evil decree is come against thee like (he

morning." Rashi, " the light of the morning-dawn and
glory is already set." Jonathan, "the kingdom," i. c.

the Chaldeans.
'' Some, "crho,"
" Here, Ra.slii, •the dawn of the evil day is ri.scn," |

O'JO

of wickedness: nothing is left of them, and
nothing of their multitude, and nothing of
theirs:^ and there shall Ije no lamenting for

them.

12 The time is coming, the day occurreth;
let the buyer not rejoice, and let the seller

not mourn ; for wrath is against all her mul-
titude.

13 For the .seller shall not return to that

which is sold, although their soul were yet
alive; for the vision is against all her
multitude; no one*" shall return; but the

soul of every one is fastened to his iniquity-,

the}^ do not strengthen themselves (to re-

pent).'

14 They have blown the cornet, every one
maketh himself ready; but no one goeth to

the battle; for my wrath is against all her
multitude.

15 The sword is without, and the pesti-

lence and the famine are within : he that is

in the field shall die by the sword; and he
that is in the city, him shall famine and pes-

tilence devour.

IG But they that escape of them shall

escape, and they shall be on the mountains
like the doves of the valleys, all of which are

moaning, every one in his iniquity.

17 All hands become feeble, and all knees
go into'' water.

18 And people gird themselves with sack-

cloth, and shuddering covereth them; and
upon all faces there is shame, and upon all

their heads there is baldness.

19 Their silver shall they cast into the

streets, and their gold shall be as though it

were unclean : their silver and their gold

shall not be able to deliver them on the day
of the wrath of the Lord; they shall not

satisfy their souls, and not fill their bowels

;

becau.se it was the stumbling-block for' their

iniquity.

' The violence of the enemy is grown into a staff of

punishment; but Rashi, "the violence of your hand is

ri.scn up against you as a staff of wickedness to destroy

yo»"
' Zunz, "nothing of their wealth, and nothing of their

tumult." Rashi, "nor of their children, nor their mul-

titude."
'' ('. e. At the jubilee, to resume his sold property.

Others, "this (vision) ."hall not return unfulfilled."

' Itashi. J'hilippson, "no one c.in stand firmly in the

guilt of his .soul."

''
i. r. Arc un;ibh" to stand, as water.

' /. c. Their wealth led tlicm to sin.
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20 And as for the beauty" of his ornament,

which he had instituted for (tlieir) pride:

even therein did they make tlie images of

their abominations, their detestable things:

therefore have I rendered it unclean for

them.

21 And I will give up it into the hands of

the strangers for a pre}-, and to the wicked

of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pol-

lute it.

22 And I will turn away my ftxce from

them, aiul they shall pollute my place where

I dwelt in secret; and therein shall barbarians

enter and pollute it.

23 Make a chain; for the land is full of

blood-guiltiness, and the city is full of vio-

lence.

24 Therefore will I bring the worst of na-

tions, and they shall take possession of their

houses: I will also cause the pride of the

mighty to cease; and their holy places shall

be polluted.

25 Destruction cometh; and they will seek

peace, but there shall be none.

26 Mishap shall come upon mishap, and

report shall be spread upon report; and then

will they seek a vision from the prophet; but

the law shall be lost from the priest, and
counsel from the ancients.

27 The king shall mourn, and the prince

shall be clothed with distress, and the hands

of the people of the land shall be powerless :''

after their way will I do unto them, and ac-

cording to their own manners will I judge

them; and they shall know that I am the

Lord.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 T[ And it came to pass in the sixth year,

in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the

month, that I was sitting in my house, and
the elders of Judah were sitting before me;
and there fell upon me there the inspiration

of the Lord Eternal.

2 And I saw, and, behold, there was a like-

" Rashi; referring this to God's temple, which he had
made the pride of Israel, and which should now be cast

oflF as unclean, because they had placed their abouiinations

in it. Philippson, "their costly ornaments they ajiplicd

for pride; made thereof," &c.
'' Lit. "troubled." Zunz, "bo stiff."

' Jtashi, " In; showed me as though lie were carrying

lue and briucfiiig me to Jerusalem."

ness similar to the appearance of fire; from

the appearance of his loins downward, it was

fire; and from his loins upward, it was similar

to the appearance of a bright light, like the

glitter of amber.

3 And he stretched forth the form of a

hand, and took me by the locks of my head

;

and the spirit bore me between the earth and

the heaven, and brought me in the vision.s"

of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner

gate* that looketh toward the north; where
was the seat of the image of jealousy, which

provoketh to wrath."

4 And, behold, there was the glory of the

God of Israel, like the ai)pearance which I

had seen in the valley.

5 And he said unto me. Son of num, do

but lift up thy eyes in the direction toward

the north. So I lifted up my eyes in the

direction toward the north, and behold north-

ward at the gate of "^ the altar (there was)

this image of jealou.sy at the entrance.

6 Then said he unto me, Son of man, seest

thou what they are doing? great abomina-

tions are they that the house of Israel commit
here, to make me go far away from my sanc-

tuary ; but thou shalt yet see still other great

abominations.

7 And he brought me to the door of the

court; and I looked, and behold there was a

hole in the wall.^

8 Then said he unto me, Sou of man, do

break (an opening)'' in the wall; and I broke

(an opening) in the wall, and, behold, there

was a door.

9 And he said unto me, Go in, and see the

wicked abominations which they are doing

here.

10 So I went in and saw; and behold

there was every form of creeping things, and

cattle, abominations, and all the idols of the

house of Israel, engraven' upon the wall all

round about.

11 And seventy men of the elders of the

house of Israel, and Yailzanyahu the son of

* /. e. The gate of the inner court.

" Jonathan.
' i. e. The gate which faced the altar, in the inner

court.
^' Of a secret chamber near it.

'' Tiashi, " Ureal; in the wall and enlarge the hole."

' Similar to tin-. Icmplis of thi^ Kgyptians, ou the walls

of which all the things here described arc engraved.
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Shaphan standing in the mid.st of tlioni, were

standing Itefore them, and every man liad his

censer in his hand; and a thick curling cloud

of incense \va.s ascending upward.

12 Then said he unto me, Son of man,

hast thou seen what the elders of the house

of Israel do in the dark, every man in his

image-chambers?" for they say. The Lord
seeth us not; the Lord hath forsaken the

earth.

13 And he said unto me, Thou shalt yet

again see still other great abominations that

they are doing.

14 And he brought me to the entrance of

the gate of the Lord's house which was on

the north side ; and, behold, there sat the wo-
men weeping for Thammuz.''

15 Then said he unto me. Hast thou seen

this, son of man? Thou shalt yet again

see still other greater abominations than

these.

16 And he brought me into the inner court

of the Lord's house, and, behold, at the door

of the temple of the Lord, between the porch

and the altar, were about five and twenty

men, with their backs toward the temple of

the Lord, and tlieir faces toward the east;

and they were prostrating themselves east-

ward to the sun.

17 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen

this, son of man? Is it too light a thing

for the house of Judah to commit the abomi-

nations which they commit here? for they

have fdled the land with violence, and thej^

constantly repeat to provoke me to anger:

and, lo, they stretch forth the branch to their

nose."

18 Therefore I also will deal in fury; my
eye shall not look with pity, and I will not

spare: and though they call before my ears

with a loud voice, will I still not hear them.

CHAPTER IX.

1 And- he called before my e.ars with a

loud voice, saying, Let those come near that

have charge to punish'' the city, and every

man with his destroying weapon in his hand.

2 And, behold, six men came from the

direction of the upper gate, which is turned

toward the north, and every man with his

weajion of destruction in his hand; <ind one
man in the midst of them was clothed in

linen, with a writer's materials" by his side

:

and they went in, and placed themselves be-

side the copper altar.

o And the glory of the God of Israel a.s-

cended up from the cherub, whereupon it had
been, to the threshold of the house. And he
called to the man clothed in linen, who
had the writer's materials by his side.

4 ][ And the Lord said unto him. Pass

through the midst of the city, through the

midst of Jerusalem, and inscribe a mark upon
the foreheads of the men who sigh and who
complain because of all the abominations

which are done in the midst of it.

5 And to the others he said before my
ears, Pass ye through the cit}- after him, and
smite : let your eye not look with l^iy, and
do not spare;

6 The aged, youth, and virgin, and little

children, and women shall ye slay and de-

stroy; but come not near any man upon
w^hom the mark is; and at my sanctuary

shall ye begin. Then they began with the

ancient men Avho Avere before the house.

7 And he said unto them, Make unclean

the house, and fdl the courts with the slain

:

go forth. And they went forth, and they

smote in the city.

8 And it came to pass, while they Avere

smiting them, and I alone was left, that I

fell upon my face, and cried out, and said.

Ah Lord Eternal! wilt thou destroy all the

residue of Israel when thou pourest out tiiy

fury over Jerusalem ?

9 Then said he unto me. The iniquity of

the house of Israel and of Judah is exceed-

ingly great, and the land is full of blood-guilti-

ness, and the city full of injustice;' for they

composed of pomegranate, tamarisk, and date trees, in

the left hand. Redak, "they applj- the filthy odour (of

* Rashi, "covered with marble flooring." Gottshalk

Metz, "concealed chamber."
^ A Phoenician idol, whose death wxs mourned for at the incense) to their nose."

the summer solstice, during eight days, when his resurrec- I

* Ra.shi.

tion was celebrated with the most extravagant joy. Li- " Rashi, after Jonathan, "book of tablets," which were

tcrally, Tin' Thnninui!!.
i eoviTcd with wax, on which they used to engrave with a

• It is said that the Persians held, while worshipping style, /unz, "writing materials." Redak, "ink-horn."

their spirit of good, a bundle of twigs, called Barsom, |

' Rashi, "perverted judgment," i. r. wrongful decisions.
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have said. The Lord hath forsaken the land,

and the Lord seeth not.

10 And as for me also, my eye shall not

look with pity, and I will not spare, but I

will bring their course upon their own head.

11 And, behold, the man clothed in linen,

who had the writing materials by his side,

brought back word, saying, I have done as

thou hast commanded me.

CHAPTER X.

1 Then I saw, and, behold, on the vault

that was above the head of the cherubim,

there appeared over them something like a

sapphire stone, something similar in appear-

ance to the likeness of a throne.

2 And he said unto the man clothed in

linen, and said, Go in between the wheels,

under the cherub, and fill thy hands with

coals of fire from between the cherubim, and
throw (thern) over the city. And he went
in before my eyes.

3 Now the cherubim were standing on the

right side of the house, when the man went
in ; and the cloud filled the inner court.

4 Then the glory of the Lord rose upw^ai'd

from the cherub, toward the threshold of the

house: and the house was filled with the

cloud, and the court was full of the bright-

ness of the Lord's glory.

5 And the sound of the wings of the

cherubim was heard as fiir as the outer court,

like the voice of the Almighty God when he

speaketh.

6 And it came to pass, when he command-
ed the man clothed in linen, saying, Take
fire from between the wdieels, from between
the cheruljim, that he went in, and stood be-

side the wheel.

7 And the one cherub stretched forth his

hand from between the cherubim unto the

fire that was between the cherubim, and lift-

ed it up, and placed it into the hands of the

one clothed in linen; who took it, and
went out.

8 And there became visible on the cheru-

bim the form of a man's hand beneath their

Avings.

9 And I saw, and, behold, there were four

wheels by the cherubim, one wheel by the

one cherub, and another wheel by the other

cherub: and the appearance of the wheels
was like the glitter of a chrysolite stone.

10 And as for their appearances, the whole
four had one likeness, as if a wheel were in

the midst of another wheel.

11 In their going, they went toward their

four sides: the}' turned not round in their

going; but to the j^lace whither the head
was turned they followed it; they turned not

round in their going.

12 And their" whole body, and their back,

and their hands, and their wings, as also the

wheels, were full of e3'es round about, (even)

the wheels that belonged to all four of them.

13 As for the wheels, they were called

GalgaP before my ears.

14 And every one had four feces: the one
face was the face of a cherub, and the second

face was the face of a man, and the third

the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of

an eagle.

15 And the cherubim lifted themselves up.

This is the living creature that I saw by the

river Kebar.

16 And when the cherubim went forward,

the Avheels went clo.se by them; and when
the cherubim lifted up their wings to mount
up fi'om the earth, the wheels also did not

turn away from beside them.

17 When those halted, these halted; and
when those lifted themselves up, these lifted

up themselves with them; for the spirit of the

living creature was in them.

18 And the glory of the Lord went forth

from oft' the threshold of the house, and halt-

ed over the cherubim.

19 And the cherubim lifted up their wings,

and mounted up from the earth before my
eyes as they went forth, and the wheels at

tiie same time with them, and halted at the

entrance of the east gate of the house of the

Lord ; and the glory of the God of Israel was

over them above.

20 This is the living creature that I saw

under the God of Israel by the river Kebar;

and I understood that they were cherubim.

21 Every one had four faces apiece, and

Rasbi and Rcdak think this describes theOphannim; I

" Ca/ynHs synonymous with 0;-/«i«, meaning, "wheel;"

others, the Cherubim also, who are thus represented as but the first term, from S^J "to roll," denotes more espe-

full of eyes. II
cially the speed and rapidity of their motion.
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every one fourwin,<rs; and the likeness of the

hands of a man was under their wings.

22 And the likeness of their faces was the

same as the faces which I had seen by the

river Kebar, their appearances and them-
selves : the}' went every one in the direction

of his face.

CHAPTER XI.

1 And a spirit bore me up, and brought

me unto the east gate of the house of the

Lord, which looketh eastward: and behold,

there were at the entrance of the gate five

and twenty men ; and I saw in the midst of

them Yaiizanyah the son of 'Azzur, and Pelat-

yahu the son of Benayahu, princes of the

people.

2 ][ Then said he unto me, Son of man,
these are the men that devise wickedness,

and give evil counsel in this city

:

3 Who sa}^, (The evil)° is not near; so let

us build houses; this (city) is the pot, and
we are the Hesh.

4 ^ Therefore prophesy against them, pro-

phe.sy, son of man.
5 And the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me,

and said unto me. Speak, Thus liath said the

Lord, Thus have ye said, house of Israel;

and whatever cometh into your mind, do I

know full well.

G Ye have multiplied those slain by you in

this city, and ye have fdled its streets with
the slain.

7 Therefore thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, Those slain by you whom yo have struck

down*' in the midst of it,—they are the flesh,

and this place is the pot ; but you are to be re-

moved" out of the midst of it.

8 The sword have ye feared ; and the

sword will I bring over you, saith the Lord
Eternal.

9 And I will remove you out of the midst
of it, and I will give you up into the hand

* Raslii and Kodak. Zuiiz, "Not in the vicinity ought

we to build houses." Pbilippson, " It is not near the

time to build houses (in foreign lands) ;" alluding to Jer.

xxix. 5, 28. " It is the pot," is so commented on by Kashi

:

" As the flesh is not removed from the pot till it is com-
pletely boiled, so shall we not go forth from it till we
die."

' Lit. "placed."
" Lit. "to bring forth."
'' I. e. They should not meet their end in Jerusalem

but beyond the limits of Palestine.
000

of strangers, and will execute punishments
among you.

10 By the sword shall ye fall; on the

boundary of Israel will I judge you; and yc
shall know tliat I am the Lord.

11 This place shall not be unto you as a
pot, so that you should be as flesh' in the midst

of it; but on the Ixjundary'' of Israel will I

judge you.

12 And ye shall know that I am the Lord;
because" in my statutes have 3'e not walked,

and my ordinances have ye not executed ; but

have done after the ordinances of the nations

that are round a])out you.

13 And it came to pass, as I was prophesy-

ing, that Pelatyahu the son of Benayah died.

Then fell I down upon my face, and cried

with a loud voice, and said. Ah Lord Eternal

!

wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of

Israel?

14 T[ Then came the word of the Lord
unto me, saying,

15 Son of man, thy brethren, even thy
brethren, the men of thy kindred, and the

whole house of Israel tiltogether,' are they unto

Avhom the inhaljitants of Jerusalem have
said. Remain you far from the Lord; unto

us is this land given for a possession.

16 T[ Therefore say, Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, Although I have removed
them far away among the nations, and al-

though I have scattered them among the

countries: jet will I be to them as a minor^

sanctuary in the countries whither the}- are

come.

17 T[ Therefore say. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, I will both gather you from
the people, and assemble you out of the coun-

tries whither ye have been scattered, and I

will give }"ou the land of Israel.

18 And they shall come thither, and they

shall remove all its detestable things, and all

its abominations out of it.

* Zunz, " You who have not," &c. G. Metz, " in whose

statutes," &o.
' Those who had been carried to Babylon. They were

regarded as inferior by those who had been left under

Zedckiah ; and they claimed to bo especial favourites of

God, because they yet held Palestine: hence the denun-

ciation; since neither they nor their king adhered to the

law which God had imparted to them.
' Jonathan, who renders, "synagogues," or "places of

assembly." Philippson, after some moderns, "a sanctuary

for a little while."
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19 And I will give llicm one single heart,

and a new spirit will 1 put within you ; and

I Avill remove the heart of stone out of their

bod}'," and I will give unto them a heart of

flesh

:

20 In order that they may walk in my
statutes, and keep my ordinances, and do

them: and they shall be unto me for a peo-

ple, and I will be unto them for a God.

21 But as for those whose heart walketh

after the heart of their detestable things and
their abominations, their way do I bring upon
their own head, saith the Lord Eternal.

22 Then did the cherubim lift up their

wings, and the wheels at the same time with

them ; and the glory of the God of Israel was
over them above.

23 And the glory of the Lord ascended

from the midst of the city, and halted upon
the mount which is on the east side of the

city.

24 But a spirit bore me up, and brought
me into Chaldea, to those in exile, in the ap-

pearance through the spirit of God ; and then

ascended away from me the appearance which
I had seen.

25 Then did I speak unto those in exile

all the things that the Lord had shown me.

CHAPTER XII.

1 *|y The word of the Lord came unto me,
saying,

2 Son of man, in the midst of a rebellious

family art thou dwelling, who have eyes to

see, and see not; who have ears to hear, and
hear not ; for the}- are a rebellious family.

3 ^ But thou, son of man, prepare for

thyself vessels for going into exile, and wan-
der away by day before their eyes ; and thou

shalt wander away from thy place to another

place before their eyes; perhaps they may
become aware that they are a rebellious

family.

4 Then shalt thou carry forth thy vessels,

like vessels of exile, by day before their ej^es

:

and thou shalt go forth at evening before

their eyes, as they do that go forth into exile.

5 Before their eyes break a hole through
the wall, and carry (them) through it.

• Lit. "flesh."
'' Jeremiah prophei<ii'J that ZeJokiah should see (he

king of Babylon; and Euekiel, that he should not see thai

4 A

G Before their (ej'cs) shalt thou bear thom
upon tliy shoulders, in the dark shalt thou

carry them forth : thy face shalt thou cover,

that thou mayest not see the land; for as a

token have I set thee unto the house of Is-

rael.

7 And I did so as I had been commanded;
my vessels I carried forth by day, like vessels

of exile, and in the evening I broke a hole

for myself through the wall with my hand;
in tlie dark I brought them forth, and I bore

them upon my shoulder before their eyes.

8 Tl And the word of the Lord came unto
me in the morning, sa^-ing,

9 Son of man, have not the house of Is-

rael, the rebellious family, said unto thee,

What doest thou?
10 Say thou unto them, Thus hath said

the Lord Eternal, For the prince in Jerusa-

lem is the doom, and for all the house of Is-

rael (and those) that are in the midst of

them.

11 Sa}', I am your token; just as I have
done, so shall it be done unto them : into

exile, into captivity, shall they wander.
12 And the prince that is among them

shall bear upon his shoulder in the dark, and
shall go forth : through the wall shall they
break a hole to carry (things) through it : his

foce shall he cover up, that he may not see

the land with his eyes.

13 And I Avill spread out my net over
him, and he shall be caught in m}' snare;

and I will bring him to Babylon into the

land of the Chaldeans
;
yet shall he not see

it,* and there shall he die.

14 And all that are round about him, those

who assist him and all the wings of his armies

will I disperse toward every wind; and the

sword will I draw out after them.
1-5 And they shall know that I am the

Lord, when I scatter them among the na-

tions, and disperse them in the countries.

16 But I will leave of them men few in

number from the sword, from the famiue,

and from the pestilence; in order that they
may relate all their abominations among the

nations whither they shall have come; and
they shall know that I am the Lord.

country; and so it happened. Zcdekiah was taken to

Riblah, where he was blinded by Nebuchadnezzar, and
then carried to Babylon, which he never left again.
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17 T[ And the word of the Lord came to

mc, .saving,

18 Son of man, thy bread shalt thou eat

with quaking, and thy -water shalt thou drink

with trembling and with anxiou.s care;

19 And thou shalt say unto the people of

the land, Thus hath said the Lord Eternal

concerning the inhabitants ofJerusalem, (and)

concerning the land of Israel, Their bread

shall they eat -witli anxious care, and their

Avater shall they drink with confusion, for

the cause that her land will be desolate, de-

prived of its plenteousne.ss because of the

violence of all those that dwell therein.

20 And the cities that are inhabited shall

be laid in ruins, and the land shall be made
desolate; and ye shall know that I am the

Lord.

21 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

22 Son of man, what sort of proverb is

that which ye have in the land of Israel, say-

ing, The days are lasting long," and lost is

every vision?

23 Therefore say unto them, Thus hath
said the Lord Eternal, I will cause this pro-

verb to cea.se, and they shall no more use it

as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them.
The days are coming nigh, and the word of

every vision.

24 For there .shall be no more any false

vision'' and a deceptive divination within the

house of Israel.

25 For I am the Lord,—I do speak, and
whatever word I do speak shall be done; it

shall not be delayed any more; for in ^our
days, rebellious family, will I speak the

word, and I will execute it, saith the Lord
Eternal.

2G ][ And the word of the Lord came to

me, saying,

27 Son of man, behold, the house of Israel

say. The vision that he fore.seeth is for distant

days, and for times that are far oft" doth he
prophesy.

* Rashi, "The days (the time) will be long without the

coming of the punishment, and in the mean while will the

evil vision which the prophets prophesy unto us be for-

gotten and lost sight of" Zunz, "all prophecy remains
unfulGlled."

^ lla.shi, "The false prophets shall no more be able to

promise you falsely peace, for speedily will I bring to

pa.sg the words of the true prophets." Philippson, " dou-
ble-meaning prediction ;" and thinks it to mean, that the

002

28 Therefore say unto them. Thus hath
said the Lord Eternal, There shall not be de-

layed any more one of all my words, but
whatever word I do speak shall be done,
saith the Lord Eternal.

CHAPTER XIII. .

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

2 Son of man, prophesy against the pro-

phets of Israel that j)i-ophesy, and say thou
unto those that prophesy out of their own
heart, Hear ye the word of the Lord:

3 Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Wo
unto the scandalous prophets, that follow

their own spirit, without having seen any
thing

!

4 Like foxes among the ruins have been
thy prophets, Israel!

5 Ye did not go up into the breaches, nor
did ye make a fence" around the hou.se of Is-

rael to stand in the battle on the day of the

Lord.

G They saw falsehood and lying divination,

saying, "The Lord saith," when the Lord
had not sent them; and yet they made others

hope for the fulfdment of the word.

7 Had ye not .seen a fiUse vision, and
had ye not said a lying divination? and ye
sa}-, "The Lord saith;" when I have not
spoken.

8 ]| Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Whereas ye have spoken falsehood,

and have seen lies: therefore, behold, I am
against you, saith the Lord Eternal.

9 And my hand shall be against the pro-

phets that see falsehood, and that divine lies:

in the secret council of my ])eople shall the}'

not be, and in the register of the house of Is-

rael shall they not be written, and into the

laud of Israel shall they not come; and ye
shall know that I am the Lord Eternal.

10 Because, even because they have se-

duced my people, sa3ing, Peace; when there

was no peace; and (my people)'' build a pro-

assertions of the true prophets should no longer be a mat-

ter of doubt.
" When the enemy has breached the wall the valiant

step forward to repel the invaders, and others build in

haste a wall or fence to repair the dam.age; but the filse

prophets .seek their own safety, regardless of the sorrow of

others.
'' Kashi ; meaning, the people sin, build, a.« it were, a w.all

to protect themselves of bad materials, and these prophets
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tcctinpi: wall, and, lo, they plaster it with iin-

adhcsive mortar;

11 Say unto those •who plaster it ^vith

iinadhesive mortar, that it shall fall : there

Cometh an overtlowinp rain-shower; and ye,

great hailstones, shall fall ; and a storm-

wind shall rend it

;

12 And, lo, the wall is fallen down; will

it not now be said unto you, Where is the

plasterins; wherewith ye have plastered?

13 TJ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, I will even rend it with a storm-

wind in my fury; and an overflowing rain-

shower shall come in my anger, with great

hailstones in my fury to destroy it.

1-4 And I will pull down the wall that ye

have plastered with unadhesive mortar, and
1 will cast it down to the ground, so that the

foundation thereof shall be laid open; and it

shall fall, and ye shall be desti'oyed in the

midst of it : and ye shall know that I am the

Lord.

15 Thus will I let out all my wrath upon
the wall, and upon those that have plastered

it with unadhesive mortar; and I will say

unto you. Gone is the wall, and gone are they

that plastered it;

16 (Namel}^,) the prophets of Israel who
prophes}^ concerning Jerusalem, and who see

for her a vision of peace, when there is no
peace, saith the Lord Eternal.

17 ^ But. thou son of man, set thy face

against the daughters of thy people, who pro-

phe.sy out of their own heart; and prophesy
against them,

18 And say. Thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, Wo to the women that sew bolsters to-

gether" for the armpits of all, and make
cushions for the head of every stature to Imnt
souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people,

that ye may keep 30ur own soul alive

?

19 And ye profane me among my people

for handfuls*" of barley and for bits of bread,

confirm them by predicting happiness, as though they
covered the wall of the others with a plastering which
will fall off almost as soon as applied.

' Keferring to the Eastern custom of furnishing the

rooms luxuriously with bolsters, cushions, and divans.

Redak takes mniJO:: to moan, not "cushions," but "vails."

The last part of the verse Rashi renders, " to support

yourselves by this means." So also Zunz.
'' For a trifling reward.
' After Jlashi and I'iiilippsou. Rashi comments, "that

tbey may fly through j-our means to Lell," which is beau-

to slay the souls that should not die, and to

keep alive the souls that should not live, by
your l.ying to my people that listen to lies!

20
"Tl

Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Behold, I am against your bolsters,

whereon ye hunt the souls that they may
flutter (in your net)," and I will tear them
away from your arms; and I will let the souls

go free, even the souls that ye hunt that they

flutter (in your net).

21 And I will tear away 3'our cushions, and
deliver my people out of your hand, and they

shall I)e no more in 3our hand to be hunted;
and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

22 Because j-e grieve the heart of the

righteous with falsehood, when I have not

given him pain; and strengthen the hands
of the wicked, so that he should not return

from his Avicked wa^', through which he
might live i**

23 Therefore shall 3-e see no more false-

hood, and tell no more divinations; and I

will deliver my people out of 3-our hand : and
ye shall know that I am the Lord.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 Tl Then came there unto me certain men
of the elders of Israel, and sat down before me.

2 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

3 Son of man, these men have set up their

idols in their heart," and the stumbling-block

of their iniquity have the3- placed before their

faces ; shall I in any wise let myself be in-

quired of by them ?

4 T[ Therefore speak with them, and say
unto them. Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Whatever man it be of the house of Israel

that setteth up his idols in his heart, and la3'-

eth the stumbling-block of his iniquit3' before

his face, and cometh to the prophet: I the

Lord will answer him, although*^ he cometh
with the multitude of his idols;

tifuUy given by Philippson, as here imitated, by "flutter-

ing in the net" of those female deceivers whoso arts and
aim are to lead souls to destruction. This account of

Ezekiel proves that the false prophetesses were not sparing

of immoral acts to confirm their power over their dupes.
'' Zunz. Others, " by promising him life."

' Rashi, "they have resolved in their heart to serve

their idols."

' ]>ashi. Zunz, "for he cometh." Philippson, "I the

Ldiii) will answer him in this wise, according to the mul-
titude,'' &c.
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5 In ordor that I may prasp" the house of

Israel by theii- heart, those who are separated

from me through all their idols.

G *[\ Therefore say unto the house of Is-

rael, Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Re-

turn, and cause (your heart) to turn away
from your idols; and from all your abominar

tions turn away your faces.

7 For whatever man it be of the house of

Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in

Israel, that separateth himself from me, and
setteth up his idols in his heart, and layeth

the stumbling-block of his iniquity before his

face, and then cometh to the prophet to inquire

through him of me: I the Lord will answer
him through my word;*"

8 And 1 will set my face against that man,
and will make him an astonishment for a

sign and for proverbs, and I will cut him off

from the midst of my people; and ye shall

know that I am the Lord.

9 ^ And Avhen the prophet sufFereth him-

self to be deceived, and he speaketh a word

:

I the Lord have suflered that prophet to be"'

deceived; and I will stretch out my hand
against him, and will destroy him from the

midst of my people Israel.

10 And they shall bear their guilt: as the

guilt of the inquirer is so shall the guilt of

the prophet be;

11 In order that the house of Israel may
go no more astray by not following me, and
not pollute themselves any more with all

their transgressions; but that they may be-

come unto me a people, and I may be unto
them a God, saith the Lord Eternal.

12 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

13 Son of man, if a land should sin

against me by trespassing grievously, and I

stretch out my hand against it, and will break
imto it the stall' of bread, and send out famine
against it, and cut oil' from it man and beast;

14 And if there be these three men, Noiili,

Daniel, and Job,'' in the midst of it: these

• Jonathan, " In order to bring the house of Israel to

come with repentance in their heart, which hath departed
from my .service."

' Jonathan, lledak, "for my sake." Philippson, "In
a manner befitting myself."

" i. e. AVhen the prophet, like IJiram, ha.s evil inten-

tions, and speaks contrary to the divine in.^^piralion, which,
though a sin, is not prevented by difinc interposition, more
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through their righteousness slioidd save but
their own .soul; saith the Lord Eternal.

15 If I cause wild beasts to pass through
the land, and they depopulate it, and it bc-

cometh desolate, without any one to pass

through because of the beasts

:

IG These three men (if tliey were) in it, as

I live, saith the Lord Eternal, should not

save either sons or daughters; they only

should be saved, but the land should Ije

made desolate.

17 Or if I should bring a sword over that

land, and say. The sword shall pass through

the land; and I cut off from it man and
beast

;

18 And if these three men should be in it:

as I live, saith the Lord Eternal, they should

not save either sons or daughters, but they

alone should be saved.

19 Or, if I should send out the pestilence

against that land, and pour out my fury over

it in blood, to cut oil' from it man and beast;

20 And if Noah, Daniel, and Job. should

be in the midst of it: as I live, saith the Lord
Eternal, they should not save either son or

daughter; they through their righteousness

should save their own soul.

21 ][ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Although I send my four dreadful means of

punishment over Jerusalem, the sword, and
the famine, and the wild beasts, and the pes-

tilence, to cut off from it man and beast:

22 Still, behold, there are left therein some
that escape who shall be carried forth, both

sons and daughters; behold, they are coming
forth unto you," and ye will see their way
and their doings; and then will ye be com-
forted concerning the evil that I have brought

upon Jerusalem, yea, concerning all that I

have brought iq)on it;

2;J And they Avill comfort you, when ye
sec their way and their doings; and ye shall

know that I have not done without cause^ all

that I have executed iu it, saith the Lord
Eternal.

than other transgressions. " Whoever will do wrong has

the liberty to do so," is a s.iying of tiie wise ; though it

be at the peril of the sinner.
'' Correctly, Jijyoh.

' Meaning, that the exiles of Jerusalem should join

those already in Babylon.
' t. e. It was not caprice, but justice, which destroyed

Jerusalem.



EZEKIEL XV. XVI.

CHAPTER XV.

1 ^ And the word ol" the Loud came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, What shall become of the

wood of the vine more than of any other

wood, of the branch" which was standing

among the trees of the forest?

3 Can Avood be taken therefrom to employ
it for any work? or will men take from it a

pin to hang thereon any vessel?

4 Behold, if it be given up to the fire to be

consumed,—(and) the fire have consumed
both its ends, and the middle of it be scorch-

ed: will it be fit for any work?
5 Behold, when it was yet entire, it could

not be employed for any work: how much
more (must this be) when the fire hath con-

sumed it, and it is scorched,—and shall it yet

be emploj-ed for any worli?

6 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, As the wood of the vine among the

trees of the foi'est, which I have given up
to the fire to be consumed: so do I give up
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

7 And I will set my face against them;
from the fire* have they gone forth, yet the

fire shall devour them; and ye shall know
that I am the Lord, Avhen I set my face

against them.

8 And I will render the land a desert ; be-

cause they have committed a trespass, saitli

the Lord Eternal.

CHAPTER XVL
1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, make known unto Jerusa-

lem her abominations,

3 And thou slialt say, Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal unto Jerusalem, Thy origin and
thy birth ai-e out of the land of Canaan; thy
father was an Emorite,"' and thy mother a
Hittite.

* Rashi, "Xot the vine of vineyards which bears fruit

do I speak of to thee, but of the branches of the wild
vine which growcth in the forest."

" Jonathan, "They have transgressed the words of the

law which were given out of the fire, and the nations who
are strong as fire shall destroy them." ]5ut the plain

sense is, "though they have escaped many dangers, they
shall succumb at last."

" i. c. The city of Jerusalem was of ancient origin be-

fore Abraham came to Palestine.

4 And as for thy birth, on the day thou
wast born thy navel was not cut, nor wast
thou washed in water to be cleansed;'' thou
wast not rubbed with salt, nor wrapt in swad-
dling clothes.

5 No eye looked with pit}' on thee, to do
any of these things unto tliee, to have com-
passion upon thee; but thou wast cast out on
the open field, with a loathing" of thy body,
on the day that thou wast born.

6 But I passed then by thee, and I saw
thee stained'' with thy own blood, and I said

unto thee. In"-' thy blood, live; yea, I said

unto thee, In tin' "blood, live.

7 Myriads, like the vegetation of the field,

did I make of thee, and thou didst increa.se

and become great, and thou attainedst the
highest attractions: with thy breasts deve-

loped, and thy hair full grown; but thou wast
still naked and bare.

8 But I passed then by thee, and saw thee,

and, behold, thy time was the time of love;

and I spread the skirt of my garment over
thee, and covered thy nakedness : yea, I swore
unto thee, and entered into a covenant with
thee, saith the Lord Eternal, and thou be-

camest mine.

9 Then did I bathe thee with water; 3'ea, I

thoroughly washed aAvay thy blood from thee,

and I anointed thee with oil.

10 1 clothed thee also with broidercd work,
and made thee shoes of badger's'' skin, and I

placed on thy head a turban of fine linen,

and I covered thee with silk.

11 And I decked thee with ornaments,
and I placed bracelets ujDon thy hands, and a
chain around thy neck.

12 And I placed a ring on thy nose, and
earrings in thy ears, and a crown of splendour
on thy head.

13 Thus wast thou ornamented with gold

and silver; and thy garments were of fine

linen, and silk, and broidered work; fine

dour, and honey, and oil didst thou eat: and

'' Rashi, applancment, "making level," "smooth."
" Zunz, "on thy body." Philippson, "full of contempt

of thy life;" /. e. indifferent whether such treatment would
injure the new-born child or not.

' Others, "twitching," "struggling."
5 Eashi, "In this thy state of tilthiness shall thou not

die." Hence we might render, "Notwithstanding thy
blood shalt thou live."

' Zunz and other moderns leave lynn thacliash uu-
trauslated.
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tliou wast exceedingly be.iiitiful, and thou

didst succeed to acquire dcjuiinion.

14 And thy fame went fortli among the

nations because of thy l)eauty; for it was per-

fect through my gh:)rious ornament, which I

had put upon thee, saith tlie Lord Eternal.

15 But thou didst trust in thy beauty, and

play the harlot because of thy fame, and

lavish thy lewd caresses on every one that

pas.sed by; on him they were bestowed.

16 And thou didst take from thy garments,

and deck" thee high-places with divers colours,

and play the harlot thereupon : never should

the like come to pass, and never should it

be so.

17 And thou didst take thy elegant orna-

ments of my gold and of my silver, which I

had given thee, and make for thyself male

images, and play the harlot with them;

18 And thou didst take thy broidered gar-

ments, and cover them : and my oil and my
incense didst thou place before them.

19 And my bread Avhich 1 had given thee,

fine flour, and oil, and honey, which I had
let thee eat, even this didst thou set before

them for a sweet savour : yes, so was it, saith

the Lord Eternal.

20 And thou didst take thy sons and tli}^

daughters, whom thou hadst born unto me,

and didst slaughter these unto them to be de-

voured; (but) were thy acts of lewdness not

yet enough?
21 That thou didst slay my children, and

give them up to cause them to pass through

tlie fire for them?
22 And in all thy abominations and thy

acts of lewdness thou didst not remenil)er the

days of thy youth, wdien thou wast naked
and bare, when thou wast stained with thy

blood.

23 And it came to pass after all thy wick-

edness,—(wo, wo unto thee! saith the Lord

Eternal;)

—

24 That thou didst build unto thyself emi-

nences, and make thyself elevations in every

street.

25 On the corner of every road didst thou

build thy elevations, and make thy beauty

abominable, and spread out thy feet to every

one that passed by, and multiply thy acts of

lewdness.

2G And thou didst play the harlot with

the Egyptians, thy neighbours, with large

limbs;'' and multiply thy acts of lewdness, to

provoke me to anger.

27 And, behold, I stretched out my hand
over thee, and diminished thy stated portion;

and I gave thee up unto the will of those that

hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, who
were made to blush for thy incestuous course.

28 Then didst thou play the harlot with

the sons of Asshur, because thou wast unsa-

tiable; yea, thou didst play the harlot with

them, and Avast even then not satisfied.

29 And thou didst multiply thy lewdness

with the traders''' land as fiir as Chaldea ; and
even with this wast thou not satisfied.

30 How very corrupt is thy heart, saith

the Lord Eternal, seeing thou didst all these

things, deeds of an abandoned lewd woman

;

31 Seeing that thou didst build thy emi-

nences at the corner of every road, and make
thy elevations in every street; and wast not

like a harlot, as thou scornedst the wages.

32 thou adulterous wife! atIio, while

bound to her husband, receiveth strangers!

33 Unto all harlots they give presents; but

thou hast given thy presents to all thy lovers,

and hast bribed them, that they might come
unto thee from every side in thy acts of lewd-

ness.

34 And the reverse was the case with thee

from (other) women in thy acts of lewdness,

that men did follow thee to seek thy lewd

caresses; and because thou gavest the wages,

and no wages were given thee; so was it the

reverse Avith thee.

35 Therefore, harlot, hear the woril of

the Lokd!

30 Tf Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Whereas thy wealth was squandered,'' and
thy nakedness was uncovered through thy

lewd acts with thy lovers, and with all thy

abominable idols,"' and for the blood of thy

children, whom thou didst give unto them

:

37 Therefore, behold, I will gather all thy

* Lit. "make thyself high-places of divers colours." I' length applied to all who made merchandise their pursuit.

' Lit. "great with respect to flesh." ''\ Others, literally, "with the land of Canaan as far a.s Chal-

' Ilaslii, t;iking u'j3 not for fanaanito, Imt "traders;"
j,
dea."

a.s the I'licvuicians, the t'anaauit«;s by the seaside, were
|

* After I'hilippson.

the uicreh.'iutd of antiquity, their proper uamo was atjl ' llcrc is the solution of the "lewdness" of Jerusalem

:
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lovers, whom thou hast given" pleasure, and

all whom thou hast loved, together with all

whom thou hast hated,—^'ca, I will gather

them all round about thee, and will uncover

thy nakedness unto them, that they may see

all thy nakedness.

38 And I will judge thee, as adulteresses

and women that shed blood are judged; and
I will bring'' upon thee the blood of fury and
jealousy.

39 And I will also give thee up into their

hand, and they shall pull down thy emi-

nences, and shall break down thy elevations

;

and they shall strip thee of thy clothes, and
they shall take thy elegant ornaments, and
leave thee naked and bare.

40 And they shall bring up against thee

an assembly, and they shall stone thee with

stones, and thrust thee through with their

swords

;

41 And they shall burn thy houses with

fire, and execute punishments on thee before

the eyes of many women ; and I will cause

thee to cease from being a harlot, and also

the Avages (of sin) shalt thou not give any
more.

42 And then will I assuage my fury on
thee, and my jealousy shall depart from thee,

and I will be quiet, and will be no more
angry ."^

43 Because thou didst not remember the

days of thy youth, but didst irritate me with

all these things; behold, therefore I also will

bring thy course upon thy head, saith the

Lord Eternal; and thou shalt no more commit
incest'' witli all thy (other) abominations.

44 Behold, every one that speaketh" in

proverbs shall use this proverb against thee,

saying. As the mother is, so is her daughter.

45 Thou art thy mother's daughter, loath-

ing her husband and her children; and thou
art the sister of thy sisters, who have loathed

their husbands and their children : 3-ourmother
was a Ilittite, and your father an Emorite.

46 And thy elder sister is Samaria, she

it means nothing else than the eagerness to adopt the

idols of Efrjpt, Phoenicia, Assyria, Babylon, &c., neglect-

ing thereby the blessed law, giving, as it were, wages for

sin, committing adultery while married to God, without

the least beneficial return for all this sacrifice.

' Rashi, "with whom thou hast mingled."
'' Jonathan, "and I will give thoc up to be slain in

fury and wrath." So also Rashi, adding only "jealousy."
° When all the punishment has been inflicted.

with her daughters'^ that dwelleth at thy left

hand: and thj- younger sister, that dwelleth

at thy right hand, is Sodom with her daugh-

ters.

47 Yet not even in their ways didst thou

walk, nor act according to their abominations;

as though this were quite too little, and thou

wast more corrupt than they in all thy ways.

48 As I live, saith the Lord Eternal, So-

dom thy sister, she with her daughters, hath

not done as thou hast done, thou with thy

daughters.

49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy

sister Sodom: pride, abundance of food, and
prosperous security were hers and her daugh-

ters'; but the hand of the poor and needy did

she not strengthen.

50 And they became haughty, and com-
mitted abominations before me; therefore did

I remove them when I saw their course.

51 And Samaria hath not committed even

the half of thy sins; but thou didst multiply

thy abominations more than they; and thou

hast justified thy sisters through all thy abo-

minations which thou hast done.

52 Bear then thou also thy own confusion,

which thou didst adjudge^ unto each of thy

sisters; through thy sins which thou hast

committed more abominably than they, are

they made more righteous than thou; there-

fore thou also—be ashamed, and bear thy

confusion, since thou hast justified thy sis-

ters.

53 And I will bring back again their cap-

tivity, the captivity"" of Sodom and her daugh-

ters, and the captivity of Samaria and her

daughters, and the captivity of thy captives

in the midst of them;
54 In order that thou majest bear thy

confusion, and raayest be confounded because

of all that thou hast done, when thou art a

comfort unto them.

55 And thy sisters, Sodom and her daugh-

ters, shall return to their former state, and
Samaria and her daughters shall return to

^ Rashi and Jonathan take nnr for nniD "resolve;"

"and because thou didst not resolve to lay thy heart to

all thy abominations to return from them."
" h'isn is rendered in Num. xxi. 27 with "poet," or

one who relates facts in a proverbial and poetical manner.
' " Daughters" means villages or dependent cities.

^ "Before Jerusalem became so corrupt itself, it used

to say, that Sodom and Samaria had been justly punish

ed."

—

Rashi. ' i. e. A general restoration.
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their forinor state, and thou and thy daugh-

ters shall return to 3 our former state.

06 And was" not thy sister Sodom a report

in thy mouth in the days of thy pride,

57 Before yet thy wickedness was discover-

ed, as at the time of the reproach of the

daughters of Syria, and all those round about

her, the daughters of the Philistines, who
taunted thee on all sides?

58 Thy incest and thy abominations,

—

thou th^'self hadst to bear, saith tlie Lord.

59 }\ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

I will even deal with thee as thou hast done,

thou Avho hast despised the oath by breaking

the covenant.

60 Nevertheless I will indeed remember

my covenant with thee in the days of thy

youth, and I will establish unto thee an ever-

lasting covenant.

61 And thou shalt then remember thy

ways, and be confounded, when thou receiv-

cst thy sisters, both those that are older than

thou and 3'ounger than thou ; and I give

them unto thee for daughters, though not be-

cause thou w^ast faithful to the covenant.

62 And I will establish my covenant with

thee; and thou shalt know that I am the

Lord:
63 In order that thou mayest remember,

and feel ashamed, and never open thy mouth
any more because of thy confusion, when I

forgive thee for all that thou hast done, saith

the Lord Eternal.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ][ And the word of the Lord came unto

mo, saying,

2 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and pro-

pound a parable unto the house of Israel

;

?) And say, Thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, The groat eagle with large wings, long

winged, full of feathers, who is rich in many
colours, came unto the Lebanon, and took the

highest branch of the cedar

:

4 The topmost of its young twigs did he

crop ofi', and carry it into the traders' land;

and he .set it in a city of merchants.

5 And he took some of the seed of the

* AftiT Raslii; but Rcdak, "And Sodom thy sister

us nut lieard out of tliy mouth," &c.
'' Jia.slii, "to the eagle—the king of Babylon."
° /unz, "foliage."
^ Jonathan; but Ilashi, "and the other (i". e. the second

008

land, and planted it in a fruitful hold; he

placed it by great waters, he transplanted it

among the willow-trees.

6 And it grew, and became a trailing vine

of low stature, whose tendrils should turn to-

ward him,'' and the roots of Avhich should be

under him : so it became a vine, and brought

forth branches, and sent out shoots."

7 There was also another great eagle with

large Avings and many feathers : and, ])ehold,

this vine did bend its roots famishing toward

him, and shot forth its tendrils toward him,

that he might water it, from the beds where

it was planted

;

8 (Although) it Avas planted in a good

field by great waters, that it might produce

boughs, and that it might bear fruit, that it

might become an elegant vine.

9 Say now, Thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, Shall it prosper? Behold the other will

pull up its roots, and its fruit will he cut

away, that it may dry up; ever}' one of its

growing leaves shall dry up; and not with

great power and numerous people (will he

have to come) to tear it away from its roots.''

10 Yea, behold, although it is planted,

shall it prosper? Lo, as soon as the east

wind toucheth it, shall it be utterly dried up;

in the bed whore it growoth shall it dry up.

11 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

12 Do now say to the i-ebellious fomily.

Know ye not what these things mean ? Say,

Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusa-

lem, and took away its king, and its princes,

and he brought them unto himself to Bab}--

lon;

13 And he took one of the roAal seed, and

made a covenant Avith him, and bomid him
with an oath;" but the might}' of the land did

he take away

;

14 That the kingdom .should be debased,
:' so as not to lift itself up; that it should keep

his covenant that it might continue to exist.

15 But he rebelled against him by sending

his messengers into Egypt, that they might

give him horses and numerous people. Shall

he prosper? shall ho escape that doeth such

eagle, the king of Kgypt) will not come with a strong arm

and numerous people against those who will pull off and

remove it from its roots." Kodak follows the same con-

struction.
" Hcb. "brought him into an oath."
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things? 3-ea, he hath broken the covenant,

and .shall he escape?

IG As I live, saith the Lord Eternal, surely

in the residence of the king that hath made
him king, whose oath he hath despised, and
whose covenant he hath broken, even near

him in the midst of Babylon shall he die.

17 And not with a mighty army and a

large assembly shall Pharaoh labour for him
in the war. when (the other) casteth up
mounds, and buildeth works of attack, to cut

oft" many souls.

18 Yea, he that hath despised the oath by
breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had
given his hand, and hath done all these

things, shall not escape.

19 ][ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, As I live, surely my oath that he

hath despised, and my covenant that he hath
broken,—even this will I bring upon his own
head.

20 And I will spread my net over him,

and he shall be caught in my snare, and I

will bring him to Babylon, and will hold

judgment with him there for his trespass

which he hath committed against me.
21 And all his fugitives with all the wings

of his army shall fall by the sword, and those

that remain shall be dispersed toward all

winds: and ye shall know that I the Lord
have spoken it.

22 Tf Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

But I myself* will take (a part) of the high-

est branch of the high cedai', and will pre-

serve'' it; from the topmost of its young
twigs will I crop oft" a tender one, and I my-
self will plant it firmly upon a high and emi-

nent mountain

:

23 On the mountain of the height of Is-

rael will I plant it firmly; and it shall pro-

duce boughs, and bear fruit, and become an
elegant cedar; and there shall dwell under it

all fowls, every thing that hath wing; in the

shadow of its light branches shall they dwell.

24 And all the trees of the field shall know
that I the Lord have made low the high tree,

have made high the lowly tree, that I have
dried up the green tree, and have caused to

* ('. e. In contrast with the act of the king of Babylon;

he took the king and slow his sous and blinded him; but
God at the time of redemption will take a remote descend-

unt of the great cedar, the house of David, and fulfil

through him all he has promised. Hence, "I myself," &c.
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flourish the dry tree : I the Lord have spoken

and have done it.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 What mean ye, that ye use this proverb

in'' the country of Israel, saying, The fathers

have eaten sour grapes, and the teeth of the

children are set on edge?

3 As I live, saith the Lord Eternal, ye
shall not have any more to use this proverb

in Israel.

4 Behold, all the souls are mine; as the

soul of the father, so also the soul of the son

—

mine are they : the soul which sinneth that

alone shall die.

5 But if a man be righteous, and execute

justice and righteousness;

6 Upon the mountains'* he eateth not, and
his eyes he lifteth not up to the idols of the

house of Israel, and the wife of his neighbour

he defileth not, and unto a Avoman in her

separation he cometh not near;

7 And he overreacheth no man, he restor-

eth his pledge for a debt, a robbery he doth

not commit, his bread he giveth to the hun-

gry, and the naked he covereth with a gar-

ment;
8 Upon interest he giveth not forth, and

increase he doth not take, from wrong he
withdraweth his hand, true judgment he exe-

cuteth between man and man;
9 In my statutes he walketh ; and my or-

dinances he keepeth to deal truly : he is rights

eous, he shall surely live, says the Lord
Eternal.

10 If he (now) beget a dissolute son, that

sheddeth blood, and doth to (his) Ijrother any
one of these things;

11 And he is one that doth not any of

these (duties); but eateth even upon the

mountains, and defileth the wife of his neigh-

bour
;

12 The poor and needy he overreacheth,

he is guilty of ro])beries, the pledge he rostor-

eth not, and to the idols he lifteth up his

eyes, abominations he committeth

;

^ Rashi, after Jonathan. Lit. "will give it"—a place.

° Others, "concerning."
^ ('. e. Eats not of offerings brought to the idols wor-

shipped on hills and mountains; whereas sacrifices to God
could only be offered and eaten near the temple.
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13 Upon iiikMvst he givotli Tortli, iind iii-

crca.se he taketli: and he sliould live? he

shall not live, all these alioniinations hath he

done, he shall surely die; his blood shall be

upon him.

14 And behold, if he beget a son, Avho

seeth all the sins of his ftither which he hath

done, and he oonsidereth," and doth not the

like of them

;

15 Upon the mountains he eateth not, and

his eyes he lifteth not up to the idols of the

house of Israel, the wife of his neighbour he

defileth not

;

IG And he overreacheth no one, a pledge

he withholdeth not, and of a robbery he is

never guilty, his bread he giveth to the hun-

gry, and the naked he covereth with a gar-

ment;
17 From the poor he withdrawetli his

hand, interest and increase he taketh not;

my ordinances he executeth, in my statutes

he walketh :—he shall not die for the iniquity

of his father, he shall surely live.

18 Ilis father, because he unjustly with-

held (wages), was guilty of robbery on his

brother, and did that which is not good in

the midst of his people, lo, he died through

his ini([uity.

19 ^1 Yet say ye, Why doth not the son

bear part of the iniquity of the father? when
the son hath executed justice and righteous-

ness, all my statutes hath he kept, and hath

done them; he shall surely live.

20 The sold that sinneth, she alone shall

die; the son shall not help to bear the iniquity

of the father, and the fother shall not help to

bear the iniquity of the son: the righteous-

ness of the righteous shall be upon him, and

the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon

him.

21 T[ And tlie wicked, when he turneth

away from all his sins that he hath commit-

ted, and keepeth all my statutes, and execut-

eth justice and righteousness, shall surely

live, he shall not die.

22 All his transgressions which he hath

committed, shall not be remembered unto

him; through his righteousness which he

hath done shall he live.

* Rashi, " though ho .see tliom, ho novertholuss doth

not," &c.
^ Zuiiz, "return and convert yourselves."
° Zunz, " procure for yourselves."

CIO

2.'i Have I tiien the lea.st pleasure in the

death of the wicked? saitii the Lord Eternal:

and not in his turning away from his ways,

that he may live?

24 ^j But when the righteous turneth away
from his righteousness, and comniitteth wrong,

and doeth according to all the abominations

that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? all

his righteousness that he hath done shall not

be remembered: through his trespass which
he hath committed, and through his sin that

he hath done,—through them shall he die.

25 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not

equitable; hear now, house of Israel, Is

not my way equitable? is it not your ways
which are not equitable?

2G When a righteous man turneth away
from his righteousness, and doth wrong, and
dieth therefor: through his wrong which he

hath done must he die.

27 ^] Again, when the wicked turneth

away from his wickedness which he hath

committed, and executeth justice and righte-

ousness : he shall indeed preserve his soul

alive.

28 Because he hath considered, and turned

away from all his transgressions wliich he

had committed ; he shall surely live, he

shall not die.

20 Yet say the house of Israel, The way
of the Lord is not equitable; are not my
ways equitable, house of Israel? is it not

your ways which are not ecjuitable?

30 Therefore will I judge you. every one

according to his ways, O house of Israel, saith

the Lord Eternal ; return ye, and cause others'"

to return from all your tran.sgressions, that

iniquity may not become your stumbling block.

31 Cast away from yourselves all your

transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed;

and make'" yourselves a new heart and a new
.spirit; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

32 For I have no pleasure in the death of

him that deserveth to die, saith the Lord Eter-

nal; therefore convert yourselves, and live.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 Tf And thou,—do thou lilt up a lamenta-

tion for the princes of Israel/

'' In this lament the prophet mourns for the down-

fall of the royal family. Some refer " the two young

lions" to Jehoilehaz and Jehoyaehin, who were led away

after a short reign. Others, jehoiiehaz and Jehoyakini.
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2 And ."^ay, What a noble lioness was thy

mother! among lions did she lie down, in

the midst of young lions did she raise her

whelps

!

3 And she brought up one of her whelps

:

it became a young lion,'' and he learned to

tear in pieces the prey; (even) men he de-

voured.

4 And when nations heard of him, he was
caught in their pit, and they brought him
Avith nose-rings unto the land of Egypt.

5 Now when she saw that she had long

waited, (that) her hope was lost, she took an-

other one of her whelps, and made him a

young lion.

6 And he went up and down in the midst

of lions, he became a young lion; and he

learned to tear in pieces the prey; even men
he devoured.

7 And he broke down*" their palaces, and
their cities laid he in ruins; and then was
terrified the land, with all that filled it, be-

cause of the noise of his I'oaring.

8 Then set themselves the nations against

him on every side from the provinces ; and
they spread over him their net: in their pit

was he caught.

9 And they put liim in a cage" with nose-

rings (in his nose), and they brought him to

the king of Babylon; they brought him into

strong-holds, in order that his voice should no
more be heard on the mountains of Israel.

10 ^ Thy mother was like a vine, if I

compare thee to aught,* planted liy the war
ters: fruitful and full of l)oughs was she by-

reason of many waters.

11 And she had strong branches (fit) for

the sceptres of rulers, and her stature grew
up high between the thick-branched (trees),

and she was seen through her height by
means of the multitude of her tendrils.

1"2 But she was plucked up in fury, to the

ground was she cast down, and the east wind
dried up her fruit : and torn off and dried up
were her strong branches, a fire consumed
them.

13 And now is she planted in the wilder-

ness, in a dry and thirsty land.

' /. c. King of Juiiah.

' Rashi, taking vnu-DSN from vnijoiN. Others, in the

literal sonsc, ''he violated their widows." Zuni:, "he
searched through their palaces." Philippson, "he broke

into," &c.

14 And fire is gone out of a branch of her

boughs and devoured her fruit, so that there

is no more on her a strong branch for a

sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and it

is become a lamentation.

CHAPTER XX.

1 ^ And it came to pass in the seventh

year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of

the month, that certain of the elders of Israel

came to inquire of the Lord, and they sat

down before me.
2 ][ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

3 Son of man, speak unto the elders of Is-

rael, and say unto them. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, Is it to inquire of me that ye

are coming? as I live, I Mill not let mj-self

be inquired of by you, sa^s the Lord Eter-

nal.

4 Wilt thou take them to task, wilt thou

take them to task, son of man? then cause

them to know the abominations of their

fathers

;

5 And say unto them. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, On the day when I made choice

of Israel, I lifted up my hand unto the seed

of the house of Jacob, and I made myself

known unto them in the land of Egj'pt : and
I lifted up my hand unto them, saying, I am
the Lord your God.

6 On the same day I lifted up my hand
unto them, to bring them forth from the land

of Egypt into a land that I had selected" for

them, flowing with milk and honey, which is

an ornament' among all the countries.

7 And I said unto them, Cast ye away
every one the abominations of his eyes, and

on the idols of Egypt shall yo not defile your-

selves : I am the Lord your God.

8 But they rebelled against me, and they

would not hearken unto me; they did not

cast away every one the abominations of their

eyes, and the idols of Egypt did they not for-

sake : and I thought then to pour out my
fury over them, to let out all my anger

against them in the midst of the land of

Egypt.

' Zuiiz. Jonathan, "chains."
" Kashi.
" Lit. "spied out."

'
i'. c. It excels in beauty and fruitfulucss.
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9 But I acted for the sake of my name, tso

as not to profane it before tlie eyes of the na-

tions, in the midst of whom tliey were ; l)e-

cause 1 had made myself known unto them
before their eyes, to bring them forth out of

the Land of Egypt.

10 I thei'efore caused them to go forth out

of the hind of Egypt, and brought them into

the wilderness.

11 And I gave them ni}- statutes, and my
ordinances made I known to them, which a

man is to do, that he may live through them.
12 And also my sabbaths gave I unto

them, to be as a sign between me and be-

tween them, that tlicy might know that I

am the Lokd who sanctify them.

13 But tlie house of Israel rebelled against

me in the wilderness; in my statutes they

walked not, and my ordinances they despised,

Avhich a man is to do, that he may live

through them ; and my sabbaths they greatly

profaned ; and I thought then to pour out my
fury over them in the wilderness, to make an
end of them.

14 But I acted for the sake of my name,
so as not to profane it before the eyes of the

nations, before whose eyes I had brought
them out.

15 Yet did I also lift up my hand unto
them in the wilderness, that I Avould not
bring them into the land which I had given
(them), tlowing with milk and honey, which
is an ornament among all the countries.

10 Because my ordinances they had de-

spised, and in my statutes they had not walk-
ed, and my sabbaths they had profaned; for

after their idols did their heart go.

17 Nevertheless my eye looked pityingly

on them, so as not to destroy them, and I did

not make an end of them in the wilderness.

18 And I said unto their children in the

wilderness. In the statutes of your fathers

shall ye not walk, and their ordinances shall

ye not keep, and on their idols shall ye not
defile yourselves.

* IlasLi, after Jonathan; meaning, as tlicy Lad wilfully

robelieil, God permitted them to follow their evil inclina-

tions, till the measure of their sin was completed, and
their destruction followed, as told in our history. Zunz
and I'hilippson t.ike it in the light, that to the sinners
tlic law is a means of punishment, as its transgression
brings painful consequences; wherefore the transhitiim of
Dr. F. is !is follows:—"And I also cave them laws which

19 I am the Lord 3 our God; in my sta-

tutes nmst ye Avalk, and my ordinances must
ye keep, and do them;

20 And my sabbaths must ye sanctify;

and they shall be as a sign between me and
between you, that ye may know that I am
the Lord your God.

21 Nevertheless the children rebelled

against me: in my statutes did they not
walk, and my ordinances they kept not to do
them, which a man is to do, that he may live

through them; my sabbaths they proi'aned

:

and I then thought to pour out mj' iury over
them, to let out all my anger against them in

the wilderness.

22 But I withdrew^ my hand, and acted

for the sake of my name, so as not to prolane

it before the eyes of the nations, before whose
eyes I had brought them forth.

23 I also lifted up my hand unto them in

the wilderness, that I would scatter them
among the nations, and disperse them through
the countries;

24 Because my ordinances they had not

executed, and my statutes they had despised,

and my sabbaths they had prolaned, and after

the idols of their fathers their eyes were di-

rected.

25 And I also let them follow'' statutes

that were not good, and ordinances whereby
they could not live

;

20 And I let them be defiled though their

gifts, in that they caused to pass (through
the fire) all that openeth the womb, in order

that I might destroy them, to the end that

they might know that I am the Lord.
27 Therefore, speak unto the house of Is-

rael, O son of man, and say unto them. Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal, Yet in this too

did your fathers blaspheme me, b\' their com-
mitting a trespass against me ;

28 When I had brought them into the

land, for which I had lifted up my hand to

give it to them, they saw every high hill, and
all the thick-branched trees, and they offered

were injurious (to thcni), and ordinances through which
they did not live; and I made them unclean through
their gifts, when they set apart all that opened the womb,"
fic: taking T3;'n3 "as setting aside," not "as causing to

pass (through the fire)," as given by Kashi. ]?ut both

constructions, though apparently so different, have at

last the same bearing, since to the pious the law of God
brings happiness .and life, not evil and death.
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there their .sacrifices, and presented there

their provoking offering.s, and they brought
tliere their sweet savour, and poured out

there their drink-offerings.

29 Then said I unto them, What is this

high-phice whereunto ye go? And its name
was called ' the height"" until this day.

30 ^ Thereibre say unto the house of Is-

rael, Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Ha!
do you pollute your.selves after the manner of

your fathers ; and after their abominations do
ye go a.stray?

31 And when ye offer up your gifts, when
ye make your sons pass through the fire,

ye pollute youi'selves with all your idols, even
until this day: and I should allow myself to

be inquired of by you, O house of Israel ? As
I live saitli the Lord God, I will not let my-
self be inquired of by j'ou.

32 And that which cometh up into your
mind shall not at all come to pa.s.s, (namely,)

that ye say. We will be like the nations, like

the families of the (other) countries, to serve

wood and stone.

83 As I live, saith the Lord Eternal, surely

with a mighty hand, and with an outstretch-

ed arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule

over Aou :

34 And I will bring you out from the peo-

ple, and I will gather you out of the countries

wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand,
and with an outstretched arm, and with my
fury poured out.

35 And I Avill bring you into the wilder-

ness of the people, and I will hold judgment
over you there, face to face.

36 As I held judgment over your fathers

in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will

I hold judgment over you, saitli the Lord
Eternal.

37 And I will cause you to pass under the

ix>d, and I will bring you into the bond*" of the

covenant

:

38 And I will separate from you those that

have rebelled, and those that have transgressed

against me : out of the country where they

* Rashi, " An expression of disgrace ; it is nothing but a

high-place," i. e. no regular altar. Philippson, " Wo to

the high-place whore ye stand together."
'' Kashi, " the covenant which I have delivered to you."

Lit. " the delivery of the covenant."
* Moaning, if they will serve idols let them not come

hypocritically to inquire after God's word, and set aside

oft'orins's and serve their abominations.

sojourn will I cause them to go fortli, l)ut

into the land of Israel shall not one (of them)
enter; and ye shall know that I am the

Lord.

39 As for 3on, O liousc of Israel, thus

hath said the Lord Eternal, Go ye, serve ye
every one his idols, and hereafter (also), if

ye will not hearken unto me; l>ut my holy
name do not profane any more with your
gifts, and with your idols.''

40 For on my holy mountain, on the moun-
tain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord
Eternal, there shall serve me all the house of

Israel, altogether, in the land: there will I

accept them in favour, and there will I re-

quire your heave-offerings, and the first-fruits

of your oblations, with all your holy things.

41 ^ With your sweet savour will I accept

you in favour, when I bring you out from the

people, and gather you out of the countries

wherein ye have been scattered; and I will

be sanctified through you before the eyes of

the nations.

42 And ye shall know that I am the Lord,

when I bring you into the land of Israel, into

the country for which I have lifted up my
hand to give it to your fathers.

43 And ye shall remember there your
ways, and all jour doings, whereby ye have
been defiled; and ye shall loathe yourselves,

because of all your evil deeds that ya have
committed.

44 And ye shall know that I am the Lord,

when I deal with you for the sake of my
name, not in accordance with your wicked
ways, and in accordance Avith your corrupt

doings, ye house of Israel, saith the Lord
Eternal.

CHAPTER XXL*

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, sa,ying,

2 Son of man, set thy face toward the

south," and preach"^ toward the .south, and
prophesy against the forest''' of the field in

the south.

* The English version commences chap. xxi. at verse 6.

' Toward Judea, which lies to the south of Mesopota-

mia, where the prophet then dwelt.
' Lit. "let drop," i. e. the prophecy or speech.

« "Toward my sanctuary, which shall be hereafter like

a forest and a field for foxes to walk therein."

—

Kashi.
Others, "Jerusalem." Philippson, "Palestine," because
it.i mountains are in many places covered with forest.s.

CI 3
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3 And pay to the forost of the .south. Hear

the word of the Lokd, ThiiK hath said the

Lord Eternal, Behold, I will kindle a fire in

thee, and it shall devour in thee every green

tree, and every dry tree; the glowing flame

shall not be quenched, and there shall be

burnt therein all faces" from the south to

the north.

4 And all flesh shall see that I the Lord
have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.

5 Then said I, Ah Lord Eternal! they

say of me, Behold, he speaketh but in joara-

bles!

6 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

7 Son of man, direct thy foce toward Jeru-

salem, and preach toward the holy places,

and prophesy against the land of Lsrael,

8 And say to the land of Israel, Thus hath

said the Lord, Behold, I will be against thee,

and will draw forth my sword out of its

sheath; and I will cut off from thee the right-

eous and the wicked.

9 But because I shall have cut off from
thee the righteous and the wicked: therefore

shall my sword go forth out of its sheath

against all flesh from the south to the north;

10 That all flesh may know that I the

Lord have drawn forth my sword out of its

sheath; it shall not return any more.

11 ^[ But thou, son of man, do thou sigh;

as though with broken loins,'' and with bitter-

ness (of grief) shalt thou sigh before their

eyes.

12 And it shall be, when tliey say unto

thee, Wherelbre sigliest thou? tliat thou shalt

say, For the report, because it cometh : when

* Pbilippson, after Schnurrcr, "the wbole surface."
* When a person is deeply grieved it is difficult for liiin

to keep erect, a.s though his loins were broken.
° After Rabbi Jonah, who renders ix "or," as TN

"how."
'' Rashi. Lit. "dcspiseth," /. <•. di.^rcgards the bhiw of

any wood or tree, it being harder than all. The sense is—" How can we rejoice at the view of the coming sword,

when tlie punishment which is to befall Israel shall be

irresistible, overcoming all obstacles which can be

brought to oppose it ?" Rcdak, " We cannot rejoice at the

coming sword, which we liopc will come against our ene-

mies; for it is gone forth to cut down the staff of my son,

uud disregardeth every tree to fell the same." Pbilipp-

son takes the whole of this apostrophe, as also vor.se IS,

as a parentbesi.s, or soliln(|ny of the prophet, in view of the

coming evil.

' Rashi, '-the assembly of nations come to the sword."
Oil

every heart shall melt, and all hands shall lie

made feeble, and every spirit shall become
faint, and all knees shall lx> changed into wa-
ter; behold, it cometh, and shall be brought

to pass, saith the Lord Eternal.

13 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

14 Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus
hath said the Lord, Say, The sword, the

sword is sharpened, and also poli.«hed :

15 In order to make a thorough slaughter

is it sharpened; in order that it may glitter

is it polished; how' can we noAV rejoice (when)

the rod Avhich reacheth my son excelleth in

hardnes.s'' every tree?

16 And he hath gi^en it to be polished, to

make it fit to grasp it in the hand : it is the

sword which is sharpened, and it is polished,

to place it into the hand of the sla^'cr.

17 Cry aloud and wail, son of man; for

it cometh against my people, it cometh against

all the princes of Israel; brought together"

for the sword are they with my people : there-

fore strike (thy hand) upon thy thigh.

18 For a purification taketh place; and
what if the irresistible rod will akso come?
(my son) Avould not be able to exist,^ saith

the Lord Eternal.

19 ]y But thou, son of man, prophesy,

and strike thy hands together, and let " the

sword" be repeated the third" time, the sword

of the slain : it is the sword of the great that

are slain, which lieth in wait for them everj'-

where.*"

20 In order to make timid the heart, and to

midtiply the stumbling-blocks, do I l)ring the

howling' of the sword against all their i;ates:

Zunz, "assembled together for the sword;" and in this

sense have we translated. Pbilippson, after Rabbi Jonah,

"struck down with," &c.
' After Rashi, who applies rrri' vh " he shall not be"

or "remain in existence" to "my son," spoken of in

verse Iti. Pbilippson, however, " For a purification (must

take place), and what, if even the irresistible rod were

not to be ?" meaning, the people must be tried and puri-

fied, if even the present threatened punishment should

not be sent. The verse is exceedingly difficult in its con-

struction.

* It is already twice spoken of in verse 9, and now the

third time.
" Rashi, "which pursueth you whithersoever you go

forth, even in the most secret chambers.

'Others, "slaughter;" but Rashi makes it the effect

of the slaughter, the complaining of the wounded and sur-

vivors.
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ah! it is made bright, it is maik' thin-odgod

for the shiughter.

2\ Gather up thy strength," go to the right

hand, direct thyself, go to the left, whither-

soever thy edge is turned.

22 And I also will strike nij' hands together,

and I will cause my fury to be assuaged : I the

Lord have spoken it.

23 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

24 But thou, son of man, appoint thee

two wajs, that the sword of the king of Baby-

lon may come; out of one land shall both

of them come forth : and select a place, at

the head of the way to a city do thou se-

lect it.

25 A way shalt thou appoint, that the

sword may come against Rabbah of the chil-

dren of 'Ammon, and (the other) against

Judali (dwelling) in Jerusalem the forti-

fied.

2G For the king of Babylon hath halted

at the parting of the way, at the commence-
ment of the two wajs, to use divination : he

shaketh the'' arrows, he consulteth with

images, he looketh at the liver.

27 At his right hand was the divination

for Jerusalem, to erect battering-rams, to

open the mouth with the (cry for) murder,

to lift up the voice with shouting, to place

battering-rams against the gates, to cast up a

mound, and to build Avorks of attack.

28 And it will appear unto them as a fiilse

divination in their eyes, to those that had
sworn' oaths; but he will bring to remem-
brance their iniquity, that they may be

caught.

29 Tl Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Because ye have brought your ini-

quity to remembrance, as your transgressions

are discovered, so that your sins do appear in

all your doings; because ye are thus brought

to remembrance, ye shall be caught by (his)

hand.
30 ^ And thou, death-deserving wicked

one, prince of Israel, whose day is come, at

the time of the iniquity of the'' end,

—

31 T[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Remove the mitre, and take off the crown:

Address to the sword.

/. e. Employs various means of divination.

Jonathan, "forty-nine times hath he divined."

Eashi, "when the measure is full and the last iniquity

this shall not be always so; exalt him tliat is

low, and make him low that is high.

32 Overthrown, overthrown, overthR)wn

will I render it:"' this also shall not belong (to

any one), until he come whose right it is;

and I will give it him.

33 Tl And thou, son of man, i)rophes3', and
say, Thus hath said the Lord Paternal con-

cerning the children of 'Ammon, and concern-

ing their reproach; even say thou, The sword,

the sword is drawn; for the slaughter is it

polished, to destroy, that it may continue to

glitter;

34 While they foresee unto thee falsehood,

while they divine unto thee lies, to lay thee

by the necks of the slain wicked, whose day
is come, at the time of the iniquity of the

end.

35 Put back (the sword) into its sheath!

in the place where thou wast created, in the

land of thy origin, will I judge thee.

36 And I will pour out over thee my in-

dignation, with the fire of my wrath will I

blow against thee, and I will give thee up

into the hand of brutish men, skilful in de-

stroying.

37 To the fire shalt thou be given to be

devoured; thy blood shall be in the midst

of the land; thou shalt not be remembered
any more; for I the Lord have spoken it.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 And thou, son of man, wilt thou take to

task, wilt thou take to task the city of blood?

and wait thou make her know all her abomi-

nations ?

3 Then say thou. Thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, city that sheddeth blood in her

midst, that her time (of sorrow) may come,

and that hath made idols for herself to be-

come unclean :

4 Through thy blood Avliich thou hast shed,

art thou become guilty; and through thy

idols which thou hast made art thou become

unclean ; and thou hast caused thy days (of

destruction) to draw near, and thou art come
even unto thy years; therefore do I make

hath been perpetrated which filleth it." Rcdak, " when the

ini((uity bringcth the end." Philipp.'Jon, the punishment.
" The crown ; but its future return is promised when

the true son of David comes.
C15
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thee a disjrnice unto the nations, and a mock-

ing to all the countries. 1

5 Those who are near, and those who are

far from thee, shall mock thee, O thou un-

clean in name, and great in confusion!

G Behold, the princes of Israel were each

(ready) with his arm within thee, in order to

shed hlood.

7 Father and mother they esteemed lightly

within thee, toward the stranger they acted

with extortion in the midst of thee, the fa-

therless and the widow they oppressed with-

in thee.

8 My holy things thou didst despise, and

my sabbaths thou didst profane.

9 Tale-bearers too were within thee, in

order to shed blood ; and upon the mountains

did they eat within thee; incest did they

commit in the midst of thee.

10 Their father's nakedness they uncover-

ed within thee; her that was unclean in her

separation did they violate Avithin thee.

11 And one with his neighbour's wife did

commit abomination; and another did defile

his daughter-in-law with incest ; and another

did violate his sister, the daughter of his fa-

ther, within thee.

12 Bribes they took within thee, in order

to shed blood ; usury and increase didst thou

take, and thou didst acquire gain off thy neigh-

bours by extortion ; and me thou didst forget,

saith the Lord Eternal.

13 And behold, I have struck my hands
together at thy wrongful gain Avhich thou

hast acquired, and at thy blood-guilt which
hath been in the midst of thee.

14 Will thy courage" endure, or will thy

hands remain strong, on the days that I will

deal with thee? I the Lord have spoken,

and will do it.

10 And I will scatter thee among the na-

tions, and disperse thee in the countries, and

I will entirely remove thy uncleanness out

of thee.

IG And thou shalt bo degraded through

thyself before the eyes of nations, and thou

shalt know that I am the Loun.

17 ^] And tlie word of the Loud came unto

me, saying,

18 Son of man, the house of Israel are be-

come to me dross: they all are copper, and

* Lit. "Will tby heart stand."

tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the

furnace ; the dross of silver are they become.
19 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, Because ye are all become dross,

therefore, behold, I will gather you into the

midst of Jerusalem.

20 As silver, and copper, and iron, and
lead, and tin are gathered into the midst of

the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt

it: so wall I gather you in my anger and in

my fury, and I will lay you down there, and
melt you.

21 Yea, I will assemble you in a heap, and
blow upon you with the fire of my wrath,

and ye shall be melted in the midst of it.

22 As silver is melted in the midst of the

furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst of

it; and ye shall know that I am the Lord
who have poured out my fury over }ou.

23 1[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

24 Son of man, say unto her. Thou art a

land that is not cleansed; (and) which is not

rained upon on the day of indignation.

25 The banded troop of her prophets in

the midst of her is like a roaring lion that

teareth in pieces the prey; souls do they de-

vour; wealth and precious things do they

take away; the number of her widows do
they increase in the midst of her.

26 Her priests violate my law, and profane

my holy things; between the holy and pro-

fane do they make no distinction, and the

difference between the iniclean and the clean

do they not make known, and from (the viola-

tion of) my sabbaths do they turn away their

eyes, so that I am profaned among thorn.

27 Her princes in her midst are like wolves

that tear in pieces the prey, to shed blood, to

destroy souls, in order to obtain selfish gain.

28 And her prophets plastered for theni

with unadhesive mortar, foreseeing falsehood,

and divining unto them lies, saying. Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal, when the Lord
hath not spoken.

29 The people of the land are guilty of ex-

tortion, and practise robbery, and the poor

and needy they defraud: and they extort

from the stranger with injustice.

30 And I seek now among them for a man,
that could erect a lence, and stand in the

breach before me in behalf of the land, so

that 1 should not destroy it; but I find none.
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31 And I therefore pour out over them

my indignation; with tlie lire of my wrath

do" I make an end of them : tlieir own way
do I bring upon their heads, saith the Lord

Eternal.

CHAPTER XXIII.

^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, there were two women,
the daughters of one mother

;

3 And they phxyed tlie harlot in Egypt;

in their youth they played the harlot : there

were their breasts pressed, and there they

suffered their virgin bosoms to be touched.

4 And their names were Aholah the elder,

and Aholibah her sister; but they became

mine, and they bore sons and daughters; and

their names are, Samaria is Aholah, and Je-

rusalem, Aholibah.

5 And Aholah played the harlot while she

was mine ; and she longed for her lovers, for

the Ass3anans that were near'' (her),

6 Clothed (as they were) in blue, govern-

ors, and rulers, attractive youths all of them,

horsemen riding upon horses.

7 Thus she played the harlot with them,

the chosen ones of all the sons of Asshur, and

with all for whom she longed, with all their

idols did she defile herself.

8 But also her lewdness from Egypt forsook

she not: for they had lain with her in her

youth, and they had touched her virgin bosom,

and had lavished their lewd caresses on her.

9 Therefore did I give her up into the

hand of her lovers, into the hand of the sons

of Asshur, after whom she longed.

10 These were they that laid open her

nakedness; her sons and her daughters did

they take away, and her they slew with the

sword : and she became infamous among wo-

men, when they inflicted the decreed punish-

ments on her.

11 And when her sister Aholibah saw this,

she became more corrupt in her longing than

she, and in her lewd acts more, than her sis-

ter's lewdness.

* In the original the whole of this passage, beginning

with verse '25, is in the past tense, though the destruction

spoken of was just to comnieuce; but to the prophet, as

noticed already before, the past and the future are alike,

the one actually known and the other sure to happen

;

wherefore the whole is given here in the present tense.

The prophet, it will be seen, first speaks of the prophets,

4 C

12 For the sons of Asshur did she long,

the governors and rulers that were near,

clothed as they were most gorgeously, horse-

men riding upon horses, attractive youths all

of them.

13 Then saw I that she was defiled, that

they followed both one way.
14 But she added still more to her acts of

lewdness; for Avhen she saw men engraved

upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans

portrayed with colour,

15 Bound with girdles on their loins, with

hanging down coloured turbans on their

heads, in appearance like commanders, all of

them, in the likeness of the sons of Babylon

of the Chaldeans, the land of their birth

:

IG Then did she long for them as soon as

she saw them with her eyes, and she sent

messengers unto them to Chaldeii.

17 And the sons of Babylon came to her

unto the couch of love, and they defiled her

with their lewd caresses ; and (yet) when she

had been defiled with them, she tore her soul

away from them.

18 And when she had laid open her lewd-

ness, and had uncovered her nakedness : then

my soul tore itself away from her, as my soul

had torn itself away from her sister.

19 Yet she multiplied her deeds of lewd-

ness, in calling to remembrance the days of

her youth, when she had played the harlot

in the land of Egypt.

20 And she longed for their paramours,

whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose

lustfulness is like the lustfulness of horses.

21 And thou calledst to mind the nicest of

thy youth, when thy bosom w\as touched l)y

the Egyptians for the sake of thy youthful

breasts.

22 Tl Therefore, Aholibah, thus hath

said the Lord Eternal, Behold, I will wake

up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy

soul hath torn "itself away, and I will bring

them against thee from every side

;

23 The sons of Babylon, and all the Chal-

deans, Pekod,° and Sholi', and KoJi', and all

the sons of Asshur with them, attractive

then the priests, nest the princes, again of the deceivers

by divination, and at last the common people, thus indi-

cating the general corruption of manners, which is farther

exhibited in the next chapter.
'' Kashi. Zunz, "warriors."
° Rashi, " superintendents, priests, and rulers."
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youths, governors all of them, commanders
iand rulers," riding upon horses all of them.

24 And tliey shall come over thee with

weapons,'' cliai'iots, and wheels, and with an

assembly of people, buckler and shield and

helmet shall they set up against thee round

about : and I will give up before them the

right to judge, and they shall judge thee ac-

cording to their ordinances.

25 And I will set my zealousness against

thee, and they shall deal with thee in fury

;

thy nose and thy ears shall they cut off; and
what is left of thee shall fall by the sword

;

thy sons and thy daughters shall they take

away; and what is left of thee shall be de-

voured by the fire.

26 And they shall strip thee of thy clothes,

and take away thy ornamental attire.

27 Thus will I make thy incest to cease

from thee, and thy lewdness bi'ought from

the land of Egypt : and thou shalt not lift up
thy eyes unto them, and Egypt shalt thou

not remember any more.

28 ][ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Behold, I will give thee up into the hand of

those whom thou hatest, into the hand of

those from whom thy soul hath torn itself

away

;

29 And they shall deal with thee in hate,

and shall take away all things (acquired by)

thy labour, and they shall leave thee naked
and bare : and thus shall be uncovered the

nakedness of thy lewdness, and thy incest

and thy lewd deeds.

30 I will do these things unto thee, be-

cause thou hast gone with vile lust after the

nations, becau.se thou hast defiled thyself with
their idols.

31 On the way of thy sister hast thou

walked ; therefore will I place her cup" into

thy hand.

32 Tl Thus hath .said the Lord Eternal,

The cup of thy sister shalt thou drink, the

deep and wide one: thou sluilt become to be

' Lit; "those called," i. c. to public assemblies as popu-

lar representatives.

• ^ lUslii, "with numerous hosts to hedge them iu, as

with a thnrn-hedge."
° i. e. The same punishment shall befall both.
* liashi. Others refer the cud of the verso to the cup,

and render it, "it containcth much." Zunz, "so as to

liiild much."
" Zunz and Philippson connect this with "shalt thou

drink"—the cup of astouisbmcut; regarding the com-
U18

laughed to scorn and to be held in derision;

more than thou canst bear.**

33 With drunkenness and sorrow .shalt

thou be filled, (out of)° the cup of astonish-

ment and confusion, the cup of thy sister Sur

maria.

34 Thou shalt even drink it and drain it

out, and thou shalt break in pieces its frag-

ments, and tear thy own breasts; for I have
•spoken it, saith the Lord Eternal.

35 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Because thou hast forgotten me, and
cast me behind thy back : therefore bear thou
also thy incest and thy acts of lewdness.

36 ^1 The Lord said moreover unto me,
Son of man, wilt thou call Aliolah and Aholi-

bah to account? then tell them of their abo-

minations
;

37 That they have committed adultery,

and there is blood on their hands, and with
their idols have they committed adultery, and
also their sons whom they had born unto me
have they caused to pass for them thrqugh
(the fire), to devour them.

38 Moreover this have they done unto me

:

they have defiled my sanctuary on the same
day, and m}- sabbaths have they profaned.

39 And when they had slain their children

to their idols, then came they into my sanc-

tuary on the same day to profane it; and, lo,

thus have they done in the midst of my
house.

40 And farthermore, yet, because they sent

for men who were to come from afar, unto

whom messengers were sent; and, lo, they

came, for whom*^ thou didst bathe thyself, paint

thy eyes, and deck thyself with- ornaments;

41 And thou didst sit upon a stately bed,

with a table spread before it, and my incense

and my oil didst thou vset upon it.

42 And the shout of a peaceful jo3-ous mul-
titude was (heard) within her; and with the

men of the masses of^ie common [)eople were
brought Sabeilns" from the wilderness; and

mcncement of t\e verse as a mere parenthesis, describ-

ing tlie effect of the drinking.
' Jonathan, "and they tame to the place thou had-st

;vssigued for them, while thou h.idst," &<.\

'Jonathan, simply, "those who siurmunded them."

Others, "drunkards;" thus, "and with the men of the

masses of the common people came drunkards, brougiit

from the wilderness," which description fits exactly to llio

orgies of the idolaters, where licentiousness was mingled

in their mysteries and solemn festivities.
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these women placed bracelets on their hauds,

and crowns of glory upon their heads.

43 Then thought I of her that was worn
out in adulteries, Will they now (still) com-
mit lewdness Avith her, when she (is thus)?"

44 But men went in unto her, as they go

in unto a faithless wife: thus went they in

unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the incestu-

ous women.
45 Righteous men, however—these shall

judge them as adulteresses are judged, and
as women that shed blood are judged; be-

cause adulteresses ai'e they, and blood is on

their hands.

46 For thus hath said the Lord Eternal, I

will bring up against them an assemblage of

men, and I will give them up to ill-usage and
plunder.

47 And the assemblage shall stone them
with stones, and cut them down with their

swords; their sons and their daughters shall

they slay, and their houses shall they burn
with fire.

48 Thus will I cause incest to cease out

of the land, that all women may be warned
by example, and not do after your incestuous

course.

49 And they shall lay your incest upon
you, and the sms of your idols shall ye bear

:

and ye shall know that I am the Lord Eter-

nal.

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on
the t<3nth day of the month, saying,

2 Son of man, write thee down the name
of this day, of this same day: the king of

Bfibj'lon hath advanced against Jerusalem on
this same day.

3 And speak concerning the rebellious

family a parable, and say unto them. Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal, Set on the pot, set

it on, and also pour water into it;

4 Gather the proper pieces into it, every
good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill

it up with the choice bones.

5 Take the choice of the flock, and make

' Philippson. Rashi, "now will her lewdness cease;

but she rcmaineth at her practices."

'Rashi. Jonathan, " filth." Septuagint, "rust." The
word, however, is of uncertain derivation.

'
i'. c. Let one after the other portion of the people of

also a fire for the bones under it; cause it to

seethe well, that even the bones therein may
be fully boiled through.

II
Therefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, Wo to the bloody city, to the pot

the scum'' of which is yet in it, and the scum
of Avhich is not gone out of it! one of its

pieces" after the other take out from it; no
lot is cast for it.

7 For her blood was in the midst of her;

on the naked rock she placed it; she poured
it not upon the ground, to cover it over with
dust.

8 To cause my fury to arise to take ven-

geance, do I place her blood upon the naked
rock, so that it shall hot be covered up.

9 *\ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Wo to the city of blood-guiltiness!

I also will myself build up a large burning

pile,

10 Heaping on the wood, kindling the

fire, thoroughly boiling the flesh, and stir-

ring the mixture, that the bones may be

scorched.

11 Then will I set it empty upon its

coals, that it may become hot, and its cop-

per be made to glow, and its uncleanness

may be molten in it, that its scum may be

consumed.
12 With fraud hath she wearied (the poor);

therefore shall not go forth from her the great-

ness of her scum ; through fire shall her scUm
(be removed).''

13 In thy uncleanness is (thy) incest; be-

cause I endeavoured to cleanse thee, and
thou wouldst not be clean, thou shalt not be

cleansed from thy uncleanness any more,

until I have assuaged my fury on thee.

14 I the Lord have spoken it; it cometh
to pass, and I will do it ; I will not recall my
decree, and I will not have pity, nor will I

repent ; according to thy ways, and according

to thy doings, shall men judge thee, saith the

Lord Eternal.

15 ^ And the word of the Lord came to

me, saying,

16 Son of man, behold, I will take away
from thee the desire of thy eyes by a sudden

Jerusalem (the pieces in the pot) be all carried away,

without casting lot, as none shall be left.

'' This verse is given after Rashi. Others, "In vain is

the labour ; the., multitude of its rust (or scum) will not

depart from it," &c.
619
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death; but thou shalt neither mourn nor

weep, nor shalt thou shed a tear.'

17 Sigh in .silence,'' make no mourning for

the decca.sed, thy bonnet bind around thy

head, and thy .shoe.s put on thy feet, and cover

not thyself to thy upper lip, and eat not the

bread of (other)" men.
18 And when I had spoken unto the peo-

ple in the morning, my wife died at evening;

and I did in the morning as I had been com-
manded.

19 And the people said unto me. Wilt thou
not tell us what these things mean for us,

that thou doest so?

20 And I said unto them, The word of the

Lord came unto me, saying,

21 Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal, Behold, I will

profane my sanctuary, the pride of your
strength, the desire of your eyes, and the

darling'' of your soul ; and your sons and your
daughters whom ye have left behind shall

fall by the sword.

22 And ye shall do as I have done: ye
shall not cover yourselves to your upper lip,

and the bread of other men shall ye not eat.

23 And your bonnets shall be around your
heads, and your shoes shall be on your feet:

ye .shall not mourn nor shall ye weep; but
ye shall ])ine away in your iniquities, and
groan, looking one at the other.

24 Thus shall Ezekiel be unto you for a
sign; in accordance with all that he hath done
shall ye do ; Avhen this cometh, then shall ye
know that I am the Lord Eternal.

25
'[I

Also, thou son of man, behold, on
the day when I take from them their strong-

hold, the joy of their glory, the desire of their

eyes, and the coveted object of their soul, their

sons and their daughters,

—

2G On that day there shall come one that

hath escaped unto thee and announce it to

thy ears.

27 On that day .shall thy mouth be open-

ed through him that hath escaped, and thou
shalt speak, and thou shalt not be .silenced

" Lit. "nor shall thy tear conic."
'' Raslii, ''leave off sighing."
' Alluding to the custom that the mourner prepares

not his own food, but ha.s it sent to him from other houses;
this verse also gives us indications how mourning was
kept in the time of Ezekiel.

'' Lit. "the sparing," or that which one would reserve
G20

any more:" and thou shalt be a sign unto
them; and they shall know that I am the
Lord.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 11 And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against the sons

of 'Ammon, and prophesy against them;
3 And say unto the sons of 'Ammon, Hear

j-e the word of the Lord Eternal, Thus hath

said the Lord Eternal, Because thou hast

said, Aha, concerning my sanctuary, when it

was profaned; and concerning the land of Is-

rael, wli«n it was made desolate; and con-

cerning the house of Judah, when they went
into exile

:

4 Therefore, behold, I will give thee up to

the children of the east for a posses.sion, and
they shall set up their towers' in thee, and
place in thee their dwellings; they shall in-

deed eat thy fruit, and they shall surely drink

thy milk.

5 And I will change Eabbah into a pasture

for camels, and the (land) of the sons of 'Am-
mon into a resting-place for flocks : and ye
shall know that I am the Lord.

G ^ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Whereas thou didst clap thy hands, and
stamp with the feet, and rejoice with all thy
derision in the soul over the land of Israel

:

7 Therefore, behold, will I stretch out my
hand over thee, and will give thee up for a

spoil to the nations; and I will cut thee off

from the j^eople, and I will cause thee to

perish out of the countries; I will destroy

thee; and thou shalt know that I am the

Lord.

8 T[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Be-

cause Moiib and Se'ir do say. Behold, the
house of Judah is like all the nations:

9 Therefore, behold, I will open the side

of Moiib from the cities, from his cities on his

frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth-ha-

yeshinioth, Ba'al-me'on, and Kiryathayim,
10 Unto the children of the east (coming)

at every price—here the temple, which was so reverenced

notwithstanding the people's sinning.
" 8cc chap. iii. 2(5; but now, when all the prophecy baa

been verified, then shall the prophet have no more occa-

sion to keep silence, but speak and admonish without re-

straint.

' Zunz, "shcepfolds." Eng. ver. "palaces."
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against the sons of 'Ammon, and I will give

tlioin in possession; in order that the sons

of 'Amnion may not be remembered among
the nations.

11 And on MoJib will I execute judgments;

and they shall know that I am the Lokd.

12 T[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Because the Edomites have acted revengefully

against the house of Judah, and have greatl}'

oftended, and have taken vengeance* on
them

:

13 Therefore thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, I will also stretch out my hand against

Edom, and cut off from it man and beast;

and I will make it a ruined land from The-

man; and they of Dedan shall fall by the

sword.

14 And I will display my vengeance on
Edom by the hand of my people Israel : and
they shall do in Edom according to my anger

and according to my fury; and they shall

feel my vengeance, saith the Lord Eternal.

15 ^ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Because the Philistines have acted in revenge,

and have taken vengeance with derision in

their soul, to destroy out of ancient enmity

:

16 Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Behold, I will stretch out my hand
against the Philistines, and I will cut off the

Kerethim, and destroy the remnant of the

(dwellers) of the sea-coast. •

17 And I will execute on them great ven-

geance with furious chastisements; and they
shall know that I am the Lord, when I dis-

I play my vengeance on them.

CHAPTER XXVI.
1 ^ And it came to pass in the eleventh

year, on the first day of the month,'' that the

word of the Lord came unto me, sa3-ing,

2 Son of man, because Tyre hath said con-

cerning Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that

was the gates of the people; she" is turned
unto me; I shall be made full, now she is

laid in ruins:

3 Therefore thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, Behold, I am against thee, Tyre, and

• Zunz, "and when they suffered for their guilt exe-

cuted revenge against them."
' The month is not given; hence, some think it the

fir.st, others the fourth, when Jerusalem was destroyed.
° Rashi, "now the commerce of nations will be turned

to me."

will bring up against thee many nations, as

the sea causeth its waves to come up.

4 And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre,

and pull down her towers: I will also liood

away her earth from her, and I will change
her into a naked rock.

5 A place for the spreading out of nets

shall she be in the midst of the sea; for I

have spoken it, saith the Lord Eternal: and
she shall become a spoil to the nations.

G And her daughters that are in the field

shall be slain with the sword; and they shall

know that I am the Lord.

7 Tl For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Behold, I will bring against Tyre Nebuchad-
rezzar the king of Babylon, from the north,

the king of kings, with horses, and with cha-

riots, and with horsemen, and an assemblage,

and a numerous people.

8 Thy daughters in the field will he slay

with the sword: and he shall place around
thee works of attack, and cast up against

thee a mound, and erect against thee a tar-

get-fence.''

9 And his catapults shall he set against

thy walls, and thy towers shall he break
down with his axes.

10 By reason of the abundance of his horses

shall the dust they raise cover thee ; by reason

of the noise of horsemen, and wheels, and
chariots, shall thy walls quake, when he en-

tereth into thy gates, as men" enter into a
cit}' that is broken in.

11 With the hoofs of his horses shall he
tread down all thy streets: thy people will

he slay Avith the sword, and the statues'" of

thy strength shall come down to the ground.

12 And they shall plunder thy riches, and
make a spoil of thy merchandise ; and they
shall break down thy walls, and thy pleasure-

houses shall the}- pull down : and thy stones

and thy timber and thy earth shall they
throw into the midst of the wator."^

13 And I will cause the sound of thy songs

to cease ; and the tones of thy harps shall not

be heard any more.

14 And I will change thee into a naked

^ A warlike manoeuvre, where the soldiers' interlocked

their shields when they went to attack

—

teslwlo.

' ZuDZ, "as through the passages into," &c.
' i. c. Of the idols on which they relied as their strength.
' Although this prophecy was not at once fulfilled, the

present state of Tyre (Sur) is ia strict accordance.
G21
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rock; a place to spread out nets upon shalt

tliou be; thou shalt not be rebuilt any more;
for I the LoKD have spoken it, saith the Lord
Eternal.

15 If Thus hath said the Lord Eternal

to Tyre, Truly at the noise of thy fall,

when the deadly wounded whine, when the

slaughter taketh place in the midst of thee,

shall the islands quake.

IG Then shall all tlic princes of the sea

come down from their thrones, and lay aside

their robes, and their broidered garments
shall they put off; with trembling shall they
clothe themselves; upon the ground shall

they sit, and shall tremble at every moment,*
and be astonished concerning thee.

17 And they shall lift up over thee a la-

mentation, and say to tliee. How art thou
lost, that wast inhabited (safely) by reason

of the seas;'' renowned city, which was
strong on the sea, she and her inhabitants,

who caused their terror to be on all that dwelt
around her!"

18 Now shall the isles tremble on the day
of thy fall

;
yea, the isles that are in the sea

shall be troubled at thy end.''

19 T[ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

When I render thee a ruined city, like the
cities that are not inhabited; when I bring
up over thee the deep, and when great waters
cover thee:

20 Then will I bring thee down with
those that descend into the pit, unto the

people of olden time, and I will cause thee

to dwell in the land of the nether world,

among ruins of ancient da3s, with those that

go down to the pit, in order that thou mayest
not be inhabited; but 1 will bestow gloi'y in

the land of life

;

21 As though thou hadst not been" will I

render thee, and thou shalt be no more: and
thou shalt be sought for, but thou shalt never
be found any more to eternity, saith the Lord
Eternal.

* Rasbi, "they shall dread for their own downfall."

ZuDz, "shall tremble with affright."

^ liashi. Others, "inhabited by men who navigate the

scaH."

" Rasbi ; but Rcdak, "all who dwell on (Eng. vcr. Jiainit)

the sea."
^ Lit. "going forth," i. e. out of the world.

•Jonathan. Zunz, "an unsubstantial thing will I

make thee, and thou shalt pa,sa away." Philippson,
"suddenly will I annihilate thee," &c.

CHAPTER xxvn.
. 1 ^[ And the word of the Loud came unto
me, saying,

2 But thou, son of man, take up a lar

mentation for Tyre;
3 And say unto .Tj-re, thou that art

situated at the entrances of tlie sea, the mer-
chant of the people unto many isles. Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal, Tyre, thou
hast indeed said, I am perfect in beauty.

4 In the heart of the seas were thy bounda-
ries,' thy builders had perfected thy beauty.

5 Of the fir-trees from Senir had they built

thee all thy wood-work : cedars from Lebanon
had they taken to make masts for thee.

G Of the oaks of Ba.shan had they made
thy oars; thy rudder^ had they made inlaid

with ivory of Jjoxwood, brought out of the

isles of the Kittim.

7 Fine linen with broidered work from
Egypt was thy flag"" to be unto thee a sign

:

of blue and purple from the isles of Elishah

was thy cover.'

8 The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad
were thy oarsmen: thy wise men, Tyre,

that were in thee, were thy pilots.

9 The elders of Gebal and her wise men
were in thee thy caulkers:^ all the ships of

the sea with their mariners were in thee to

supply thy markets.

10 They of Persia' and of Lud and of Put
were in thy army, thy men of war : the shield

and the helmet did they hang up in thee;

these gave thee thy elegance.

11 The men of Arvad with thy army were
upon thy walls round about,.and the Gamma-
dim were in thy towers: the}' hung their

(luivers"' upon thy walls round about; these

made perfect thy beauty.

12 Tharshish was thy merchant through
the abundance of all kind of wealth ; with sil-

ver, iron, tin, and lead, they supplied thy
markets.

' Alluding to new Tyre, which was built on an island.

' Rashi. O'li^K n3 is given by Zunz with "Bath-ashu-

rim;" thus, "of ivory of Bath-ashurini."
'' Philippson, the flag being the distinguishing token of

nationality. Rasbi and others, "sails."
' A sort of tent over the ship.

* Lit. "the strengtbeners of thy leak."
' Meaning, that as the rough sea labour wa-s performed

by foreigners, so were the soldiers also hired from abroad.

" Others, "shields."
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13 Javan, Thnbal, and Mesliech, these were

thy merchants: Avith the persons of men and

vessels of copper they carried on thy com-

merce.
1-1 They of the family of Thogarmah fur-

nished thy supplies in horses and horsemen

and mules.

15 The men of Dedan were thy merchants;

many isles fetched the merchandise from thy

place : chamois horns, ivory, and ebony" did

they bring as presents for thee.

16 Syria was thy trader by reason of the

multitude of thy productions : with emeralds,

purple, and broidered work, and fine linen,

and coral, and rubies they made deposits in

thy treasuries.''

17 Judah, and the land of Israel, these

were th}- merchants : in wheat of Minnith, and

balsam," and honey, and oil, and balm they

carried on thy commerce.
18 Damascus was thy trader in the mul-

titude of thy production, for the multitude of

all wealth, with the wine of Chelbon, and

white wool.

19 Dan also and Javan brought silken goods

into thy warehouses: hardened iron, cassia,

and calamus came among thy commerce.
20 Dedan was thy itKychant in precious

clothes for riding on.

21 Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar,

these were the traders of thy place in lambs,

and wethers, and he-goats : in these were they

thy traders.

22 The merchants of Sheba and Ra'mah,

—these were thy merchants : in the best of

all spices, and with all precious stones, and
gold, they furnished th}- supplies.

23 Cliaran, and Canneh, and 'Eden, the

merchants of Sheba, Assliur, (and) Kilmad,
were thy merchants.

24 These were thy merchants in orna-

mental wares, in cloaks of blue, and broid-

ered work, and in chests of damask cloth,

bound with cords, and packed in cedar, in

thy market-place.

25 The ships of Tharshish were th}' cara-

vans in thy commerce; and thou wast made
full, and becamest very rich in the heart of

the seas.

* Rasbi, "peacocks."
^ Jonathan. Others, " thoy traded in thy niarkctii,"

or " fairs."

20 Into great waters brought thee those

that were thy rowers: the east wind hath

broken thee in the heart of the seas."*

27 Thy wealth, and thy warehouses, thy

commerce, thy mariners, and thy pilots, thy

caulkers, and the conductors of thy commerce,

and all thy men of war that were in thee,

and in all thy assemblage which was in the

midst of thee, fell into the heart of the seas

on the day of thy downfall.

28 At the sound of the painfid cry of thy

pilots quake (thy) rural districts.

29 And all that handle the oar, the mari-

ners, and all the pilots of the sea, come down
from their ships, they stand upon the land;

30 And cause their voice to be heard con-

cerning thee, and cry bitterl}-, and cast up
dust upon their heads, they wallow in the

ashes

;

31 And they make themselves utterly bald

for thee, and gird themselves with sackcloth,

and they weep for thee with bitterness of heart

in a bitter complaint.

32 And they take in their wailing a la-

mentation for thee, and lament over thee,

saying, Who is like Tyre, who is so utterly

destroyed in the heart of the sea?

33 When thy supplies went forth out of

the seas, thou didst satisfy many people ; with

the multitude of thy wealth and of thy com-

merce thou didst enrich the kings of the

earth.

34 (Now) at the time thou art broken by
the seas in the depths of the waters, thy com-

merce and all thy assemblage fell in the midst

of thee.

35 All the inhabitants of the isles are as-

tonished at thee, and the hair of their kings

stand at an end, grieved are their counte-

nances.

36 The traders among the people shall hiss

concerning thee ; thou wast rendered as though

thou hadst not been, and thou slialt not be any
more for ever.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyre,

° Ilashi. Jonathan, "sweet cakes."
* The prophet describes Tyre as though she suffered

shipwreck after being afloat on the water.

C23
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Thus hatli said the Lord Eternal, Whereas
thy heart was lifted up, and thou saidst, A
pod am I, on the seat of the gods do I dwell,

in the heart of the seas; jet thou art but a

man, and not God, while thou esteemest" thy

mind equal to the mind of God;
3 Behold, thou wast*" wiser than Daniel;

no secret w.-us obscure to thee

;

4 With thy wisdom and with tliy under-

standing hadst thou gotten thee riches, and
hadst gotten gold and silver into thy treasuries

;

5 By the abundance of thy wisdom in thy

trafBc hadst thou increased thy riches; and
thy heart was lifted up because of thy riches

:

G 1[ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Because thou hast esteemed thy
mind equal to the mind of God,

7 Therefore, behold, will I bring over thee

strangers, the fiercest of nations; and they

shall draw their swords against the beauty"

of thy wisdom, and they shall profane thy

elegance.

8 Down to the grave will they cast thee,

and thou shalt die the deaths of the slain in

the heart of the seas.

9 Wilt thou then say, I am God, before

him that slayeth thee? when thou art but a

man, and no God, in the hand of him that

ftitally w^oundeth thee.

10 The deaths of the uncircumcised shalt

thou die by the hand of strangers; for I have
spoken it, saith the Lord Eternal.

1

1

^f And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation con-

cerning the king of Tyre, and say unto him.

Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Thou wast
complete in outline,'' full of wisdom, and per-

fect in beauty.

13 In 'Eden the garden of God didst thou

abide ; every precious stone was thy covering,

the sardius, the topaz, and the diamond, the

chrysolite, the onyx, and the jasper, the sap-

phire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and
gold ; thy tabrets and thy flutes of artificial

° Lit. "settost thy heart as the heart of God."
' All this is ironical; the kinf; of Tyre had thought

liimself wiser than all, even Daniel.
° i. e. The works of art and eleganee produced by Tyrc'.s

wisdom.
'' Kashi, "Thou art full of wisdom to seal and engrave

ftiiy |)icturc and form."
• The prophet represents the king of Tyre as received

at his birth with the sound of music.
024

workmanship were prepared in thee on the

day that thou wast created."

14 Thou Avast a cherub with outspread

covering (wings); and 1 had set thee upon
the holy mountain of God (as) thou wast;'

in the midst of the stones of fire didst thou

wander.^

15 Perfect Avast thou in thy ways from the

day that thou Avast created, till Avickedness

Avas found in thee.

IG By the abundance of thy commerce
filled to thy centre thou Avast Avith A-iolence,

and thou didst sin; therefore I degraded thee

out of the mountain of God ; and I destroyed

thee, O coA^ering cherub, from the midst of

the stones of fire.

17 Thy heart was lifted up through thy

beauty, thou didst corrupt thy Avisdom by
reason of thy elegance: (therefore) I cast

thee down to the ground, before kings did I

set thee that they might gaze on thee.

18 Through the abundance of thy iniquities,

through the Avickedness of thy commerce
didst thou proflme thy sanctuaries; therefore

brought I forth fire from the midst of thee,

this devoured thee, and I changed thee to

ashes upon the earth before the eyes of all

those that saAv thee.

19 All that knoAV thee among the people

are astonished concerning thee: thou art as

though thou hadst not been, and thou shalt

not be any more for ever.

20 ][ And the Avord of the Lord came to

me, saying,

21 Son of man, set thy face against Zidon,

and prophesy against it,

22 And thou'shalt say. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, Behold, I am against thee, O
Zidon; and 1 Avill be honoured in the midst

of thee; and they shall knoAV that I am the

Lord, Avhen I execute judgments on her, and

Avill be .sanctified on her.

23 And I AviU send out against her pesti-

lence, and blood (-shedding) into her streets;

and the deadly Avounded shall be felled'' in

' Alluding to Hiram aiding Solomon in the building of

the temple. Philippsou renders n"n as nrnS "I set thee

to bo on the mountain of God." So also Rashi. The

Tyrians also were at first friends of Israel.

« rhilippson explains this, "covered with a blaze of

precious stones."
" Jonathan. Rashi, " they shall eotpecl that there shall

be men slain by the sword," or "adjudge themselves to

bo slain," &c.
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the midst of her by the sword (that is) against

her from every side; and they shall know
that I am the Lokd.

24 And there shall be no more nnto the

house of Israel a pricking brier, nor painful

thorn from all that are round about them,

that despoil" them ; and they shall know that

I am the Lord Eternal.

25 ^ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

When I gather the house of Israel from the

people among whom they are scattered, and''

shall be sanctified on them before the eyes of

the nations: then shall they dwell in their

laud that I have given to my servant Jacob.

26 And they shall dwell thereupon in safe-

ty, and they shall build houses, and plant

vineyards; yea, they shall dwell in safety;

Avhen I execute judgments on all those that

despoiled them from round about them ; and

they shall know that I am the Lord their

God.

CHAPTER XXIX.

1 ^ In the tenth year, in the tenth month,

on the twelfth day of the month, came the

word of the Lord unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against Pha-

raoh the king of Egypt, and prophesy against

him, and against all Egypt.

3 Speak, and say, Thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Behold, I will be against thee,

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great crocodile

that lieth in the midst of his streams, who
hath said, Mine is my stream, and I have

made it for myself.

4 But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I

will fasten the fish of thy streams on thy

scales ; and I will bring thee up out of the

midst of th}' streams, with all the fish of th}-

streams which shall stick fast on thy scales.

5 And I will cast thee out into the wilder-

ness, thee with all the fish of th}^ streams;

upon the open field shalt thou fall; thou shalt

not be brought in, nor gathered up; to the

' llaslii. Zunz, "that assail them." Others, "that

despise them."
'' Zunz, "then will I be, &c.—and they shall dwell."
" See also Isaiah xxsvi. C. This means, as little sup-

port as a common fragile reed would be if a man were to

ie!in on it, as he would do on a stout oaken or other

firm Btaif.

*"
i. e. Those who thought they could rest their feeble

limbs upon this prop had, notwithst-inding their weakness,

4D

boasts of the field and to the fowls of the

heaven have I given thee for food.

G And all the inhaljitants of Egypt shall

know that I am the Lord; because they have

been a reed-staff" to the house of Israel.

7 When they took hold of thee with the

hand, thou wast cracked, and didst rend for

them all the shoulder : and when they leaned

upon thee, thou wast broken, and madest all

their loins to be at a stand.""

8 Tl Tlierefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, Behold, I will bring a sword upon

thee, and I will cut off out of thee man and

beast.

9 And the land of Egypt shall be changed

into a waste and ruin; and they shall know
that I am the Lord; because he hath said.

The sti-eam is mine, and I have made it.

10 Therefore, behold, I will be against

thee, and against thy streams, and I will

render the land of Egypt a mass of ruins, a

waste, and a wilderness, from Migdol to Se-

veneh" even up to the border of Ethiopia.

11 There shall not pass through it the foot

of man, and the foot of beast shall not pass

through it, and it shall not be inhabited forty

years.

12 And I will render the land of Egypt a

desolate land, in the midst of desolated coun-

tries, and her cilies among the cities that are

ruined shall be desolate forty years: and I

will scatter the Egyptians among the nations,

and will disperse them through the countries.

13 ][ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

(only) at the end of forty years will I gather

the Egyptians from the people whither they

shall have been scattered;

14 And I will bring back the captivity of

Egypt, and will cause them to return into the

land of Pathros, into the land of their own
origin; and they shall be there an unimport-

ant kingdom.
15 Among the kingdoms it shall be the

lowest;' neither shall it raise itself any more

to strengthen themselves, to stand erect. Others read for

rnoi'ni "thou causedst to stand," m^'ani "thou causcdst

to be out of joint."

° !. e. From Migdol, the northern, to Sevcneh, the south-

ern boundary, called by the Greeks, Sj-eu^, now Assouan.
' The population of ancient Egypt has entirely disap-

peared, and those that rule there now are aliens to the

soil. The Copts themselves are scarcely the unmixed de-

scendants of the former inhabitants.
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ul)OVO the nations: and I will diminish them,

that they shall no more rule over the na-

tions.

IG And it shall be no more inito the house

of Israel for a dependence, brinjiing (their)

iniquity to remembrance, when they turned"

after them; and they shall know that I am
the Lord Eternal.

17 T[ And it came to pass in the seven

and twentieth 3'ear, in the first month, on the

first of the month, that the word of the Lord

came unto me, saying,

18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar, the king

of Babylon, hath caused his army to perform a

great service*" against Tyre; every head hath

been made bald, and every shoulder hath

been rubbed sore : yet no reward hath come

to him or to his army from T3re, for the ser-

vice that he hath performed against it.

19 Tl Therefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, Behold, I will give unto Nebuchad-

rezzar the king of Babylon the land of

Egypt; and he shall carry away its multi-

tude, and take its spoil, and plunder its prey;

and this shall be the reward for his army.

20 As his recompense for that which he

hath served against it, have I given him the

land of Egypt, for that which they had done

against" me, saith the Lord Eternal.

21 On that day'' will I cause to grow a

horn for the house of Israel, and unto thee

will I open the mouth" in the midst of them;

and they shall know that I am the Lord.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, prophesy and say. Thus
had said the Lord Paternal, Wail ye, Wo unto

the day!

3 For nigh is the day, yea nigh is the day
of the Lord; a cloudy day; the time of the

nations' (misfortune) shall it be.

4 And the sword shall come into Egypt,

and there shall be trembling in Ethiopia,

* I. e. Seeking succour from Egypt, as was often done
in the later period of the kingdom of Judah. (Compare
with Exnd. xiv. 13; Deut. xvii. 10.)

" lie l)esicgcJ it thirteen years after conquering Jeru-

sak'in, wilhiiut taking it.

° Jonathan ; /. e. the sin the Egyptians had committed.
Otlicrs, "because they (Nebuchadnezzar and his army)
Lave laboured for nicj" i. e. in besieging Tyre.

626

Avhen the slain fall in Egypt, and when they

take away its multitude, and its foundations

shall be broken down.
5 Ethiopia, and Put, and Lud, and all the

confederates, and Cub, and all the men of the

leagued land, shall fall with them by the

sword.

G ^ Thus hath .said the Lord, Yea, there

shall fall those that uphold Egypt; and there

shall come down the pride of her strength;

fi-om Migdol to Seveneh shall they fall in her

by the sword, saith the Lord Eternal.

7 And they shall be made desolate in the

midst of the desolate countries, and its cities

shall be counted in the midst of the cities

that have been laid in ruins.

8 And they shall know that I am the

Lord, when I set fire' to Eg^pt, and when all

her helpers shall be broken.

9 On that day shall messengers go forth

from my presence in ships to terrify the secure

Ethiopians, and there shall be trembling

among them, as on the day of Egypt ; for, lo,

it cometh.

10 ^[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

I will also cause the multitude of Eg\i)t to

cease through the hand of Nebuchadrezzar

the king of Babylon.

11 He and his people with him, the fiercest

of nations, shall be brought to destroy the

land; and they shall draw their swords

against Egypt, and they shall fill the land

with the slain.

12 And I will render the streams dry, and

sell the land into the hand of evil men ; and

I will make the land desolate, and all that

filleth it, by the hand of strangers: I the

Lord have spoken it.

1:5
]f

Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause

fiilse gods to cease out of Noph ; and a prince

out of the land of Egypt shall there not be

any more : and I will lay fear on the land of

Egypt.

14 And I will make Pathros desolate, and

'' Philippson supposes this to mean an indefinite fu-

ture consolation of Israel. We may add, as sure as the

humbling of Egypt took place, which was soon verified, so

sure shall be the restoration of Israel.

' Lit. "give the opening of the mouth;" meaning, the

prophet shall be able to refer to the accomplishment as

the verification of his mission.

' Fire signifies destruction through invading enemies.
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set fire to Zo'an; and I will execute judg-

ments in No.

15 And I -will pour my fury over Sin, the

stronghold of Eg^pt; and I will cut off the

multitude of No.

16 And I will s^et fire to Egypt: Sin shall

have great pain, and No shall l)e hroken in,

and (over) Noph shall the hesiegers (prevail)

by broad day."

17 The young men of Aven and of Pi-bes-

seth shall fall by the sword : anil they them-

selves shall go into captivity.

18 And at Thechaphnechcs the day shall

be darkened, when I break there the yoke-

bars of Egypt, and the pride of her strength

ceaseth therein: as for her, a cloud shall

cover her, and her daughters shall go into

captivity.

19 Thus will I execute judgments on

Egypt: and the}- shall know that I am the

Lord.

20 ^ And it came to pass in the eleventh

3'ear, in the first month, on the seventh day
of the month, that the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying,

21 Son of man, the arm of Pharaoh the

king of Egypt have I broken ; and, lo, it shall

not be bound up to apply remedies, to put on
a bandage to bind it up, to make it strong

that it mav grasp the sword.

22
Tl

Therefore thus hath the Lord Eter-

nal, Behold, I will be against Pharaoh the

king of Egypt, and will bi'eak his arms,

both the strong, and that which was already

broken; and I will cause the sword to foil

out of his hand.

23 And I will scatter the Egyptians among
the nations, and I will disperse them through
the countries.

2-4 And I will strengthen the arms of the

king of Babylon, and I will put my sword in

his hand; but I will break the arms of Pluv
raoh, and he shall groan, with the groanings

of a deadly wounded man before him.

25 Yea I will make strong" the arms of the

king of Babylon, but the amis of Pharaoh

shall fall down ; and they shall know that I

am the Lord, when I place my sword' into

the hand of the king of I3abylon, that he may
stretch it out over the land of Egypt.

26 And I will scatter the Egyptians among
the nations, and dispense them among the

countries; and they shall know that I am the

Lord.

CHAPTER XXXI.

1 ^ And it came to pa.ss in the eleventh

year, in the third month, on the first day
of the month, that the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, say unto Pharaoh the king
of Eg3-pt, and to his multitude, Unto whom
art thou like in thy arrogance?

3 Behold, Asshur was a cedar in Lebanon
beautiful in its boughs, and a shadowing
thicket, and high in stature; and among the

thick-ljoughed trees was its highest Ijranch.

4 The waters made it great, the deep made
it high, with its rivers" it was flowing round
the place where it was planted, and its ditches

it sent forth unto all the trees of the field.

5 Therefore became its stature higher than
all the trees of the field, and its boughs were
multiplied, and its branches became long be-

cause of the multitude of waters, when it

stretched itself forth.

6 In its boughs made all the fowls of hea-

ven their nest, and under its branches did all

the beasts of the field bring forth their young,
and under its shade dwelt all great nations.

7 And it was beautiful in its greatness, in

the length of its light branches; for its root

was liy many waters.

8 The cedars could not obscure it in the

garden of God; the firs were not like its

boughs, and the chestnut-trees were not like

its branches; not any tree in the garden of

God Avas like unto it in its beauty.

9 Beautilul had I made it by the multitude
of its light branches: so that all the trees of

Eden that were in the garden of God, en-

vied it.

' J. c. They shall not come by stratagem, but by open ij done against (iod's pcnplf, Nebuchadnezzar wielils in his

and daring assault. Iv^isbi, "daily;" thus, the besiegers
j]

wars the sword of Uod, not liis own; a.s indeed the Scriptures
shall couic against it day after day. ! always represent the events they record as fiod's acts.

" Meaning, the remaining inhabitants other than the
]

' i. i: The deep, with the rivers it produced, flowed
young men who have fallen in battle.

|
around this cedar, and the ditches thence derived for ir-

' Kashi renders this, "I will uphold."
!
rigatinn extended the suj)crabundance of the water to all

'' Meaning, because Egypt is to be punished fur wrong || otiier trees near it.

G27



EZEKIEL XXXI. XXXII.

10 ^ Therefore thus huth said the Lord

Eternal, Because thou wast so high in sta-

ture, and it had placed its highest branch be-

tween tlie thick-boughed trees, and its heart

•was lifted up through its height:

1

1

Therefore do I give it up into the hand
of the mighty one of the nations; he shall

surely deal with it at his pleasure; for its

wickedness do I drive it out.

12 And strangers, the fiercest of nations,

cut it down, and cast it to the gi'ound: on

the mountains and in all the vallej-s fixll its

light branches, and its boughs are (lying)

broken in all the ravines of the land; and
all the people of the earth are gone away
from its shade, and have cast it to the

ground.

13 Upon its fallen fragments dwell all the

fowls of the heaven, and on its branches are

all the beasts of the field

:

14 In order that none of all the trees by
the waters shall exalt themselves for their

height, nor place their highest branch among
the thick-boughed trees, and that all those that

are nourished" by water shall not place them-

selves erect, because of their height ; for they

are all given up unto death, to the land of

the nether world, in the midst of the children

of men, with those that go down to the pit.

15 ^i
Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

On the day when it went down to the grave I

caused a mourning; I covered the deep for its

sake, and I restrained its rivers, and the great

waters were withheld; and I caused Lebanon
to be clothed in l)lack attire for its sake, and

all the trees of the field were famished be-

cause of it.

10 Through the noise of its downfall I

caused nations to quake, when I cast it down
into the tomb with the (others) that descend

into the pit: and in the land of the nether

world comforted themselves'' all the trees of

'Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all

that were nourished by water.

17 They also went down with it into the

tomb vuito those that were slain with the

Bword; and its helpers that had dwelt under

its shade in the midst of the nations.

•Lit. "all tlie wator-drinker.s ;" a metaphoric csprcs-

fiion for trees which die without water.
" Those which had already fallen now rejoice at the

downfall of the cedar (Assyria) which had so terribly

ruled over thcni. ('Conipare with Isaiah xiii. and xiv.,

concerning Babylon.)
Ci:8

18 To whom art thou then like in glory

and in greatness among the trees of 'Eden ?

And thou too shalt be brought down with
the trees of 'Eden unto the land of the nether
world : in the midst of the uncircumcised
shalt thou lie with those slain by the swf)rd

;

yes, he, Pharaoh, and all his multitude, saith

the Lord Eternal.

CHAPTER XXXII.

1 |[ And it came to pass in the twelfth

year, in the twelfth month, on the first day
of the month, that the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, take up a lamentation for

Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and say unto
him. Thou didst deem thyself like a young
lion among the nations, while thou art as a

crocodile in the seas; and thou issuedst forth

with thy rivers, and madest turbid the waters

with thy feet, and didst stir up their rivers.

3 ^f Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, I

will therefore spread out my net over thee

through the assemblage of many people; and
they shall draw thee up in my net.

4 Then will I cast thee upon the land,

upon the open field will I hurl thee, and will

cause all the fowls of the heaven to dwell

upon thee, and I will satisfy ofl" thee the

beasts of all the earth.

5 And I will lay thy flesh upon the moun-
tains, and fill the valleys with thy carcass."

6 I will also saturate the laud wherein

thou swimmest with thy blood, even to the

mountains; and the ravines shall be full of

thee.

7 And I will co\er up the heaven, when
thou art cpienched, and make their stars ol>

scure; the sun will I cover uji with a cloud,

and tlie moon shall not let shine her light.

8 All the light-dispensing lights of heaven

—these will I make obscure because of thee,

and I will lay darkness upon thy land, saith

the Lord Eternal.

9 And I will aggrieve the heart of many
peo]ile, when I bring those who are broken**

off from thee among the nation.s, into countries

which thou hast not known.

* Kaslii, "those that are fallen from thee." Others,

cited by him, "thy worms;" i. i: those that feed on the

dead carcass.

Jonathan; meaning, the scattered remnants. Otliers,

"when 1 bring the report of thy breach (downfall) among

the nations."
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10 Yea, I will make many ])eoi)le amazed
at thee, and on their kings the hair shall

stand on end beeause of thee, when I brand-

ish my sword before their faces; and they
shall tremble at every moment," every man
for his own life, on the day of thy down-
fall.

11 *\\ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

The sword of the king of Babylon shall come
over thee.

12 By the swords of the mighty will I

cause thy multitude to fall, the fiercest of na-

tions are all of them : and they shall destroy

the pride of Egypt, and all her multitude

shall be annihilated.

13 And I will cau.sc to vanish all her

beasts from beside the great waters; and the

foot of man shall not make them turbid any
more, nor shall the hoofs of beasts make them
turbid.

14 Then will I make clear their waters,

and cause their rivers to flow like oil, saith

the Lord Eternal;

15 When I render the land of Egypt deso-

late and wasted, the country bereft of what
now fiUeth it, Avhen I smite all those that

dwell therein; and they shall know that 1

am the Lord.

16 This is the lamentation wherewith they
shall lament for her; the daughters of the

nations shall lament for her: for Egypt, and
for all her multitude, shall they lament with it,

saith the Lord Eternal.

17 ^ And it came to pass in the twelfth

3'ear, on the fifteenth day of the month,
that the word of the Lord came unto me,
saying,^

18 Son of man, moan for the multitude of

Egypt, and say that it shall go down, yea,

she, and the daughters of powerful nations,

unto the land of the nether world, with those

that go down to the pit.

19 Whom dost thou surpass in loveliness?

go down (then), and be thou laid with the

(other) uncircumcised.

20 lu the midst of those that are slain by

* Others, "for their own dreaded misfortune."
^ These are the words the other inhabitants of the lower

world will speak concerning Pharaoh and his followers.
" Uncircumcised," a term of reproach, as much "as the

wicked," or "imperfect," "degraded."

the sword shall they fall: to the sword is she

given up; drag her away and all her multi-

tudes.

21 Then will speak of him the strongest

among the mighty out of the midst of the

nether world with those that once helped him,
They*" are gone down, there lie the uncircum-

cised; slain by the sword.

22 There is Assluir and all his a,«.scml)lag(';

round about him are his graves; all of them
the slain that are fallen by the sword;

23 Who.'^e graves are placed in the lowest

depth of the pit, and his a.s.><emblage is round
about his grave; all of them are slain, iallcn

by the sword, who once sj^read terror'' in the

land of the living.

24 There is 'Elam and all her nndtitude
round about her grave, all of them the slain,

that are fallen by the sword, who are gone
down uncircumci.sed into the land of the

nether world, who once spread their terror

in the land of the living; and they have
borne their confusion with thase that go
down to the pit.

25 In the midst of the slain have they set

a couch for her with all her multitude; all

round about are her graves; all of them are

uncircumcised, slain by the sword; becau,se

their terror was once spread in the land of
the living; and they have borne their confu-

sion with those that go down to the pit: in

the midst of the slain was she placed.

20 There is Me.shech, Tliubal, and all her
multitude; all round about her are her graves:

all of them are the uncircimicised, slain by
the sword; because they once spread their

terror in the land of the living.

27 And those who are fallen of the uncir-

cumci.sed shall not lie with the mighty, who
are gone down to the nether world with their

weapons of war, while men laid their swords
under their heads, and the (instruments'' of)

their inicpiities were upon their bones; for the

terror of the mighty was in the land of the

living.

28 But thou shalt be broken in the midst

'' ZuDz, who supplies "instruments" as parallel with
"swords;" but liashi, "there was nothing wanting of
their iniquities, because they had not been slain; and
what was their iniquity? for their terror," &c. The
Scythians, like other barbarous nations, buried the armour

" Or "dismay;" but Rashi, "who caused a breach in
|

of their deceased chiefs in tlicir graves, and even their
the land of Israel."

ji
wife, cook, minister, and favourite horse.
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of the uncircunifi.><f(l, and shalt lie with those

that are .shiiii by tlie sword.

2'J Tliere are Edom, lier kings, and all her

princes, who are laid despite their prowess by

those that arc slain by the sword; they shall

lie with the uncircumcised, and with tho.se

that go down to the pit.

30 There are the chieftains of the north,

all of them, and all the Zidonians, who are

gone down with the slain; despite the terror

they excited through their prowess arc they

made ashamed; and they lie uncircumcised

with those that are slain by the sword, and
bear their confusion with those that go down
to the pit.

31 The.se shall Pharaoh see, and he shall

be comforted over all his multitude; slain by
the sword are Pharaoh and all his army, saith

the Lord Eternal.

32 For I spread my terror in the land of

the living; and he shall be laid in the midst

of the uncircumcised with those that are slain

by the sword,—yea, Pharaoh and all his

multitude, saith the Lord Eternal.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy
people, and say unto them, If there be a land

over which I bring the sword, and the people

of the land take a man from among them-
selves, and appoint him unto themselves for a

watchman

;

o And if he see the sword coming over the

land, and blow the cornet, and warn the peo-

ple;

4 And who.soever heareth the sound of the

cornet, and taketh no warning; and the sword
Cometh, and taketh him away: his blood shall

be upon his own head.

5 The sound of the cornet hath he heard,

and he hath taken no warning; his blood

shall be upon him. But had he taken warn-
ing he would have delivered his soul.

But if the watchman see the sword com-
ing, and blow not the cornet, so tliat the peo-

ple be not warned, and the sword cometh,
and taketh away from among them some i)er-

son : tliis one is taken away for his iniquity;

but his blood will I recpiire from the watch-
man's hand.

7 If I)at as for thee, O son of man, 1 have
citu

ajipointed thee a watchuian unto the hou.se

of Israel; so that when thou hearest a word
from my mouth, thou slialt warn them from
me.

8 When I say unto the wicked, wicked
one, thou shalt surely die; and thou dost not

speak to warn the wicked from his way : that

wicked one shall die for his iniquity; but his

])lood Avill I require from thy hand.

9 Nevertheless, if thou hast indeed warned
the wicked of his way to turn away from it,

and he do not turn from his Avay : he shall

certainly die for his iniquity; but thou hast

delivered thy soul.

10 ^ But thou, son of man, speak unto

the house of Israel, Thus do ye speak, saying,

Truly our transgressions and our sins care

upon US, and through them do we pine away

;

how then shall we live?

11 Say unto them. As I live, saith the

Lord Eternal, I have no pleasure in the death

of the wicked; but in the return of the wick-

ed from his way that he may live : return ye,

return ye from your evil ways; for why will

ye die, O house of Israel ?

12 ^ But thou, son of man, say unto the

children of thy people, The righteousness of

the righteous shall not deliver him on the

day of his transgression ; and as for the wick-

edness of the wicked, he shall not stumble
through it on the day that he rcturneth irom
his wickedness; nor shall the righteous be

.able to live through the other on the day that

he sinneth.

13 When I say of the righteous, that he
shall surely live, and he trusteth to his own
righteousness, and committeth what is wrong:
all his righteous deeds shall not be rememljcr-

ed, and for his wrong that he hath commit-
ted,—through this shall he die.

14 Again, when I say inito the wicked.

Thou shalt surely die; and he turneth from
his sin, and executeth justice and righteous-

ness;

15 If the wicked restore the pledge, make
restoration for what he hath robbed, walk in

the statutes of life, so as not to do any wrong:

he .shall surely live, he shall not die.

16 All his sins that he hath committed
shall not Imj rememl)ered unto him; justice

and righteousness hath he e.xecuted; he shall

surely live.

17 Yet say the cliildrcu of lliy [)eople,
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The wa}- of the Lord is not equitable : while,

as to them, their way is not C(juitable.

18 When the righteous turneth away from
his righteousness, and doth what is wrong, he

shall even die therefor.

19 And when the wicked returncth from
his wickedness, and executeth justice and
righteousness, he shall surely live therefor.

20 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not

equitable. Every one after his own ways
will I judge you, house of Israel.

21 yi And it came to pass in the twelfth

year, in the tenth month, on the fifth day of

the month after our exile, that there came
unto me one that had escaped out of Jerusa-

lem, saying. The city hath been smitten.

22 Now the inspiration of the Lord was
come upon me in the evening, before the

coming of the one who had escaped ; and he
had opened my mouth, before he was come
to me in the morning; and my mouth was
opened and I was not kept dumb any more.'

23 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

24 Son of man, they that dwell in these

ruins in the land of Israel say as followeth.

But one man was Abraham, and he obtained

the land as an inheritance, and as Ave are

many, the land must (surely) be given to us

for an inheritance.

25 y Therefore say unto them. Thus hath
said the Lord Eternal, By the blood do ye eat,

and your eyes do you lift up toward your
idols, and blood do ye shed : and ye expect to

jiossess the land?

20 Ye depend upon your sword, ye commit
abomination, and ye defile every one his

neisrhbour's wife: and ye expect to possess

the^land?

27 Thus shalt thou say unto them, Thus
hath said the Lord Eternal, As I live, surely

tliose that are in the ruined*" places shall fall

by the sword, and him that is in the open
field will I give to the beasts that they may
devour him, and those that are in the strong-

holds and in the caves shall die through the

pestilence.

28 And I will render the land desolate and

* (Sec above, iii. 26, 27.) Now was the occasion come
for the prophet to speak freely, as the accomplishment
had verified his previous predictions.

'' Kaslii, "the fortified cities, which shall ultimately be
ruined."

wasted, and the pride of her strength .^hall

cease; and the mountains of Israel siiall be

desolate, with none to pass through Ihem.
29 And they shall experience that I am

the Lord, when I render the land desolate

and wasted, because of all their abominations
which they have connnited.

30 ^ And thou, son of man, (there are)

the children of thy people, who are talking

about thee by the walls and in the entrances

of the houses, and speak one to another, every
one to his brother, saying. Do come, and hear
what the word is which cometh forth from
the Lord.

31 And then they come unto thee as the

people come," and they sit before thee (as)*

my people, and they hear thy words, but do
not execute them; for as merry songs they
carry them in their mouth, while their heart

goeth after their unlawful gains.

32 And, lo, thou art unto them as a merry
song of one" that hath a pleasant voice, and
can play well; and (thus) they hear thy
words, but execute them not.

33 But when it cometh to pass, (lo, it will

come,) then shall tho}^ know that a prophet
hath been among them.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, prophesy concerning the

shepherds of Israel; prophes}-, and say unto
them, unto the shepherds. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, Wo to the shepherds of Israel

who do feed themselves! should not the shej)-

herds feed the flocks?

3 The lilt ye eat, and with the wool ye
clothe yourselves, those that are well fed ye
slaughter; but the flock ye feed not.

4 The diseased have ye not strengthened,

and the sick have ye not healed, and that

which had a limb broken have ye not bound
up, and the strayed have ye not brought back
again, and what was lost have ye not sought

for; but with force have ye ruled them and
with rigour.

5 And they were scattered for want of a

° i. e. As Jonathan explains, "as disciples come to

hear."
'' lla.shi ; meaning, thcj- pretend outwardly to care for

what the prophet tells them in God's name.
' After Kedak.
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slioplierd ; and thcv Ijccanic food unto all the

beasts of the field, and they were scattered.

6 Mv sheep have to wander about on all

the mountains, and upon every high hill;

yea, over all the fac;e of the land are my Hock

scattered, and there is none that inquireth

and none that seeketh (after them)

.

7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word
of the LoKD,

8 As 1 live, saitli the Lord Eternal, surely

because my flock became a prey, and my flock

became food unto every beast of the field, be-

cause there was no shepherd, and my shep-

herds did not inquire for my flock, but the

shepherds fed themselves, and my flock they

fed not:

9 Therefore, ye sheplierds, hear the word
of the Lord,

10 Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Be-

hold, I will be against the shepherds, and I

will require my flock from their hand, and I

will stop them from feeding the flock ; neither

shall the shepherds feed themselves any more;

and I will deliver my flock out of their mouth,

that they may not serve them for food.

11 ^[ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Behold, I am here, and I will both inquire for

my flocks, and search for them.

12 As a shepherd searcheth for his flock

on the da}' that he is among his flocks that

are scattered : so will I search for my flocks

;

and I will deliver them out of all places whi-

ther they have been scattered on the day of

clouds and tempestuous darkness.

13 And I will bring them out from the

people, and gather them from the countries,

and I will bring them to their own land; and

I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel

in the ravines, and in all the inhabited places

of the country.

14 On a good pasture will I feed them,

and upon the high mountains of Israel shall

be their fold; there shall they lie in a good

fold, and in a fiit pasture shall they feed on

the mountains of Israel.

15 I myself will feed my flock, and I my-
self will cause them to lie down, saith the

Lord Eternal.

16 That which w^as lost will I seek for,

and that which was gone astray will I bring

* Moaning, tlic proud and presumptuous, who injure

tlio fcelilo, lis the fat nf the fliiek but against the weak.
'' Zunz, "as it is proper."
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back again, and that which had a limb broken

will I bind up, and the sick will I strengthen;

but the fixt and the strong* will I destroy; I

will feed them in justice.''

17 And as for you, my flock, thus hath

said the Lord Eternal, Behold, I will judge

between lamb'' and lamb, between the wethers

and the he-goats.

18 Is it too little for you that ye can feed

on the good pasture, that ye must tread down
the residue of your pastures with your feet?

and that 3'e can drink clear waters, that ye

must render muddy with your feet what is

left?

19 And as for my flock, what ye have

trodden with your feet must they eat; and

what ye have made muddy with your feet

must they drink.

20 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal unto them, Behold, I am here, and I

will judge between the fiit lamb and the lean

lamb.

21 Because ye thrust with side and with

shoulder, and push with your horns all the

diseased till ye have scattered them abroad

:

22 Therefore will I save my flock, and

they shall no more be a prey; and I will

judge between lamb and lamb.

23 And I will appoint over them one shep-

herd, and he shall feed them, namely, my
servant David ; he it is that shall feed them,

and he it is that shall be unto them for a

shepherd.

24 And I the Lord—I will be unto them
for a God, and my servant David shall be

a prince in their midst; I the Lord have

spoken it.

25 And I will make with them a covenant

of peace, and I will cause the wild beasts to

cease out of the land; and they shall dwell in

the wilderness in safety, and sleep in the

forests.

20 And I will make them and the environs

of my hill a blessing; and I will cause the

rain to come down in its season; rains' of

blessing shall they be.

27 And the tree of the field shall yield its

fruit, and the earth shall yield her products,

and they shall be on their land in safety;

and they shall know that I am the Lord,

" Rashi, "between the powerful and the weak."
' Cleaning, " whatever rains there shall be, shall bo

rains of blessings."
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when I break the bands of their yoke, and

deliver them out of the hand of those that

had made them hibour for tliem.

28 And they shall be no more a prey to

the nations, and the beasts of the land shall

not devour them; but they shall dwell in

safety, with none to make tliem afraid.

29 And I will raise up for them a planta-

tion for a (perpetual) renown, and they shall

be no more taken away by hunger in the

land, neither bear the shameful reproach of

the nations any more.

30 Thus shall they experience that I the

Lord their God am with them, and that they,

the house of Israel, are my people, saith the

Lord Eternal.

31 And ye my tlock, the flock of my pas-

ture, are men," and I am 3our God, saith the

Lord Eternal.

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against the

mountain of Se'ir, and prophesy against it,

3 And say unto it. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, Behold, I will be against thee,

O mountain of Se'ir, and I will stretch out

my hand over thee, and I will render thee

desolate and wasted.

4 Thy cities will I lay in ruins, and thou

thyself shalt be desolate, and thou shalt

know that I am the Lord.

5 Because thou hast had an und3-ing hatred,

and didst surrender the children of Israel to

the power of the sword at the time of their

calamity, at the time of the'' iniquity of the

end:

6 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord Eter-

nal, I will surely let thy blood flow," and blood

shall pui-sue thee; since thou didst not hate

blood-shedding,'' so shall blood pursue thee.

7 Thus will I change the mountain of Se'ir

into a desolate land and a w^aste, and I will

cut off from it him that travelleth forward

and backward.

8 And I will fill his mountains wdth his

' Rashi, *'jrou are men, not like cattle, in my eyes."

Philippson, "Ye men of Israel are the flocks of my pas-

ture." Zunz, " the sheep of my pasture (among) men
are ye."

'' Sec above, xxi. 30.
° Lit. "Into blood will I n)ako thee."

4£

slain : as regardeth thy hills, and thy valleys*

and all thy ravines, in them shall fall tho.se

that are slain by the sword.

9 Into perpetual desolations will I change
thee, and th}' cities shall not be restored ; and
ye shall know that I am the Lord.

10 Because thou hast said, These two na-

tions and the.Kc two countries shall iudeed 1)0

mine, and we will take possession thereof;

whereas the Lord was there

:

11 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord
God, I will even do according to thy anger,

and according to thy envy which thou didst

use out of thy hatred against them; and I

will make myself known among them, when
I judge thee.

12 And thou shalt know that I am the

Lord; I have heard all thy blasphemies

which thou hast spoken against the moun-
tains of Israel, saying. They are laid desolate,

they are given unto us to consume them.

13 And ye boasted" greatly against me with

your mouth, and have multiplied against me
your words : I have indeed lieard them.

14 ^f Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

When the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make
thee desolate.

"^

15 As thou didst rejoice over the inherit-

ance of the hou.se of Israel, because it was
made desolate : so will I do unto thee ; deso-

late shalt thou be, mountain of Se'ir, and
all Idumea—altogether; and they shall know
that I am the Lord.

CHAPTER XXXVL
1 ^ But thou, son of man, prophcs}- unto

the mountains of Israel, and say, mountains
of Israel, hear 3-0 the word of the Lord.

2 Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Be-

cause the encm3' hath said regarding you,

Aha, even the ancient high-places are become
ours as a possession

:

3 Therefore prophesy and sa3-. Thus hath

said the Lord Eternal, Because, even because

men have made you desolate, and sought to

swallow 3-bu up on ever3' side, that ye might

become a possession unto the residue of the

* This is variously rendered by Rashi ; one opinion be-

ing, "surely thou hast hated thy relations (thy own
blood) and therefore," &c.

" Lit. "made great."

' Zunz, " AVhcn the whole land, now desolate, rejoiceth,

then will I deal with thee."
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nations, and ye are taken up as a talk for

tongues, and an evil report of" the people

:

4 Therefore, mountains of Israel, hear

ye the word of the Lord Eternal, Thus hath

said the Lord Etei'nal to the mountains, and
to the hills, to the ravines, and to the valleys,

to the desolate ruins, and to the cities that

are forsaken, which are become a prey and
derision to the residue of the nations that are

round about;

5 ^ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Surely in the fire of my jealousy

have I spoken against the residue of the na-

tions, and against all Idumea, which have
appropriated ray land unto themselves as a

possession with the joy of all their heart, with

derision in their soul, in order to drive it out

that it may be for a prey.

6 Therefore prophesy concerning the land

of Israel, and say unto the mountains, and to

the hills, to the ravines, and to the valleys.

Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Behold, in

my zealousness and in my fury have I spoken,

because ye have borne the reproach of the

nations

:

7 ^f Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, I have indeed lifted" up my hand,

that the nations who are round about you

—

these shall bear their shame.
8 But ye, mountains of Israel, ye shall

send forth 3-our boughs, and your fruit shall

ye bear for my people Israel; for they are

near at hand to come.

9 For, behold, I will be for you, and I will

turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled and ye
shall be sown

;

10 And I will multiply upon you men, all

the house of Israel—altogetlier; and the

cities shall be inhabited against, and the ruins

shall be rebuilt;

11 And I will multiply upon you man and
beast; and they shall increase and be fruit-

ful; and I will cause you to bo inhabited

after your old estates, and will do more good

unto you than at your beginnings; and ye

shall know that I am the Lord.

'' Kaslii, "they have lowered my glory; and what is

the profanation? when the enemies ."aid ol' them, Thi\«e

are the people of the LoKP, and they are gouo forth out

of his land, while he had not the power to deliver his peo-

ple and his land." Hut when tlie redemption t^ikes plaoe,

other trihca, and then the Israelites, none of whom could 'it will be aekiiowledged that for their sins against God
remain permanently in I'alestinc. were they punished by Him.

(i31

* Meaning, "I have sworn."
^ Uashi, and after him, Zunz; but Philipp.'fon takes the

word ah2\ah in its original, but hero figurative sense,

"make them no more childless."

First the Canaanites, next the Emorites and

12 Yea, I will cause to walk upon you
men, even my people Israel, and the^- shall

possess thee, and thou shalt be unto them as

an inheritance, and thou shalt not any more
henceforth cast them out.""

13 ^[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Because they say unto you. Thou' land de-

vourest up men, and hast been one that hath
ever cast out thy nations :°

14 Therefore shalt thou not devour men
any more, and thy nations shalt thou not

cast out any more, saith the Lord Eter-

nal.

15 And I will not let be heard against

thee any more the reproach of the nations,

and the disgrace of the people shalt thou not

bear any more, and thy nations shalt thou

not cast out any more, saith the Lord Eter-

nal.

IG ^ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

17 Son of man, the house of Israel, when
they dwelt in their own land, defiled it

through their way and through their doings;

like the micleanness of a woman in her sepa-

ration was their way before me.
18 And I poured out my fury over them

because of the blood that they had shed in

the land, and because through their idols

they had polluted it

;

19 And I scattered them among the na-

tions, and they were dispersed through the

countries; according to their way and accord-

ing to their doings did I judge them.

20 And when they were come unto the nar

tions, whither they had gone, they profaned

my holy name; because they said of them.'

These are the people of the Lord, and out of

his land are they gone forth.

21 But I had pity for my holy name,
which the hou.se of Israel had profaned

among the nations, whither they were gone.

22 ^f Therefore say unto the house of Israel,

Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Not for

your sake do I this, hou.so of Israel, but for

the sake of my holy name, which ye have
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profaned among the nations, \vliithor ye arc

gone.

23 And I will sanctify my great name,
which was profaned among the nations, which
ye have profaned in the midst of them; and
the nations sliall know that I am the Lord,

saith the Lord Eternal, when I will be sancti-

fied through you before your eyes.

24 And I will take you from among the

nations, and I will gather j^ou out of all the

countries, and I will bring you unto your own
land.

25 And I will sprinkle npon you clean

water," and ye shall be clean; from all 3'our

impurities, and from all your idols, will I

clean.se you.

26 And I will give a-ou a new heart,'' and
a new spirit will I put within you; and I will

remove the he.irt of stone out of your body,"

and I will give you a heart of Mesh.

27 And my .spirit I will put within you,

and I will cause that you shall walk in my
statutes, and that my ordinances ye shall

keep, and do them.

28 And ye shall dwell in the land which I

gave to your fathers; and ye shall be unto me
for a people, and I truly will be unto you as

a God.
29 And I will save you from all kinds of

your impurities; and I will call unto the

corn, and increa,se it, and I will not lay fa-

mine upon you.

30 And 1 will multiply the fruit of the

trees, and the products of the field; in order

that ye may receive no more reproach'' on ac-

count of famine among the nations.

31 Then shall ye remember your ways
that they wei'c evil, and 3'Our doings that

were not good; and ye shall loathe youi'selves

on account of 3^our iniquities and on account

of your abominations.

32 Not for your sake do I this, saith the

Lord Eterniil, be it known unto you; be

ashamed and confounded because of your
ways, O house of Israel.

33 Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, On
the da}' of my cleansing you from all your

* Rashi, " I will forgive you, and remove your impuri-

ties with the sprinkling of the waters of purification

which remove the defilement of the dead."
"" Kashi, "an inclination made new for doing good."

Jonathan, "a heart that feareth and a spirit that feareth,"

—and so " the heart of stone,"—"a wicked heart which is

iniquities, when I cause the cities to be in-

habited, and when the ruins are built up,

34 And the desolate land is tilled, instead

that it was a waste before the eyes of every
passer by

:

35 Then shall they say, This land, that

was desolate, is become like the garden of

'Eden ; and the cities that were ruined, and
desolate, and broken down, are become forti-

fied, and inhabited.

30 And the nations that are left round
about you shall know that I the Lord have
built up the broken-down (places), have
planted the desolate (land); I the Lord have
spoken this, and have done it.

37 ^1 Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

Also in this will I ^et suffer myself to be en-

treated" of by the house of Israel, to do it for

them, I will increase them with men like

docks (in midtitude).

38 As the fiocks of the holj' thuigs, as the

flocks of Jerusalem on her appointed feasts, so

shall the ruined cities be full of fiocks of
men; and they shall know that I am the

Lord.

CHAPTER XXXVII.

1 ][ There came over me the inspiration of

the Lord, and he carried me out in the .spirit

of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of

the valley which was full of bones

;

2 And he caused me to pass by them all

round about; and, behold, there were very
many of them on the surface of the valley;

and, lo, they were very dry.

3 And he said unto me, Sou of man, can*'

these bones live? And I said, Lord
Eternal, thou alone knowest this.

4 And he said unto me. Prophesy over
these bones, and say unto them, ye dry
bones, liear ye the word of the Lord.

5 ^ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal unto
these bones. Behold, I will bring a spirit^ into

you, and ye .shall live

:

6 And I will lay sinews upon 3-ou, and
bring up tlesh upon you, and draw over a'ou

a skin, and put a spirit in you, and ye shall

hard as stone;" "a heart of flesh,"—"a heart fearing me
to do my will."

" Lit. "flesh."
'' Lit. "reproach of famine." ° Rashi, lit. "inquired."
' Ra.shi, " Both it appear in thy eyes that they will be

able to live?" ' l-ng. ver. "breath."
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live; and ye shall experience that I am the

Lord.

7 And so I prophesied as T liad been com-

manded : and there was a sound, as I prophe-

sied, and behold there was a rustling noi.se, and
the bones came together, bone to its jjone."

8 And I looked, and behold, there Avere

sinews upon them, and the flesh came up, and
the skin was drawn over them above; but no
spirit was in them.

9 Then said he unto me, Prophe.sy unto

the spirit; jirophcsy, son of man, and say to

the spirit, Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

From the four winds come, spirit, and
breathe into these slain ones, that they may
live.

10 iVnd I prophesied as he had command-
ed me, and there came into them the spirit,

and they lived, and stood up upon their feet,

an exceedingly great army.
11 Then said he unto me, Son of man,

these l)ones are the whole house of Israel : be-

hold, they say, Dried are our bones, and lost

is our hope; we are quite cut off.

12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them,
Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Behold, I

will open your graves, and I will cause you
to come up out of your graves, my peo-

ple, and I will bring you into the land of Is-

rael.

13 And ye shall know that I am the Lord,

when I open your graves, and cause you to

come up out of your graves, my people.

14 And I will put my spirit in you, and
ye shall live, and I will place you in your
own land; and ye shall acknowledge that I

the Lord have spoken it, and done it, saith

the Lord.

15 If And the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying,

16 I3ut thou, son of man, take unto thy-

self one stick'' of wood, and write upon it,

" For Judah, and for the children of Israel

his companions;" then take another stick,

and write upon it, "For Joseph,—the stick

of Ei)hraim,—and for all the house of Israel

his companions:"
17 And join them one to the other unto

thee as one stick; and they shall" become
one in thy hand.

' t. c. The bones arranged themselves in the proper
order, as wlicn they were iu the body.

18 And if the children of thy j)eople should
say unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not tell us

what thou meanest by these?

19 (Then) speak unto them, Thus hath
said the Lord Eternal, Behold, I will take

the stick of Joseph,—which is in the hand of
Ephraim,—and tlie tribes of Israel his com-
panions, and will la}' them upon him, even
the stick of Judah, and make them into one
stick, and they shall be one in my hand.

20 And the sticks whereon thou shalt have
written shall be in thy hand before their eyes.

21 And speak unto them, Thus hath said

the Lord Eternal, Behold, I will take the

children of Israel from among the nation.s,

whither they are gone, and I will gather them
from every side, and bring them unto their

own land;

22 And I Avill make them into one nation

in the land, on the mountains of Israel ; and
one king shall be to them all for king; and
they shall not be any more two nations, nor

shall they at any time be divided into two
kingdoms any more

:

23 Neither shall they defile themselves

any more with their idols, and with their de-

testable things, and Avith all their transgres-

sions; but I will save them out of all tlieir

dwelling-places, wherein they have sinned,

and I will cleanse them; and they shall te

unto me for a people, and I will be to them
for a God.

24 And my servant David shall be king

over them; and one shepherd shall be for

them all: and in my ordinances shall they

walk, and my statutes shall they observe,

and do them.

25 And they shall dwell in the land that I

have given mito my servant, unto Jacob,

wherein ^-our fathers have dwelt; and they

shall dwell therein, they, and their children,

and their children's children for ever: and
David my servant shall be prince unto them
for ever.

2G And I will make with them a covenant

of peace; an everlasting covenant shall it be

with them: and. I will preserve them, and I

will multiply them, and I will set my sanc-

tuary in the midst of them for evermore.

27 My dwelling also shall be with them;

' Jonathan, "table" or "board."

Jonathan. Rcdak, "as though they were one."



EZEKIEL XXXVII. XXXVIII.

and I will be unto them for a God; and they

shall be unto me as a people.

28 And the nations shall know that I am
the Lord who sanctify Israel, when my sanc-

tuary will Ije in the midst of them for ever-

more.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

1 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

2 Sou of man, direct thy face against Gog,

of the laud of Magog, of the prince of Rosh,

Meshech and Thubal, and prophesy against

him,

3 And say, Thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, Behold, I will be against thee, Gog,

the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Thubal;
4 And I will derange thee, and put hooks

into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and
all thy army, horses and horsemen, all of

them clothed in elegant attire, a great assem-

blage with bucklers and shields, all of them
grasping swords.

5 Persia, Gush, and Put (shall be) with
them; all of them with shield and helmet;

6 Gomer and all of its armies; the house
of Thogarmah out of the ftirthest north, and
all its armies; many people shall be with thee.

7 Be thou ready, and prepare thyself,

thou, and all thy assemblage that are assem-

bled about thee, and be thou a guard" unto
them.

8 After many days shalt thou be ordered

forward ;'' in the end of years shalt thou come
into the land that is recovering" from the

.sword, and is gathered together out of many
people, against the mountains of Israel, which
have been ruined for a very long time : (to a

people) that are brought forth out of the na-

tions, and that now dwell in safety, all of

them.

9 Thou wilt ascend and come like a tem-
pest,'' like a cloud to cover the earth wilt

' Bashi, "It is the custom of kings to take care of

their armies, how they shall go forth, and to set watchers,

that no destroyer come over his army by night." Zunz,
"Be thou a mark to them." Philippson, "a leader."

^ After Jonathan ; but Bashi, " shall thy sins be called

to mind."
° "Whose inhabitants are returned from exile, whither

they have been driven by the sword of the enemy."
RAsni. Philippson, "won from the sword."

* Rashi, "dark cloud." Others, "storm," or "storm-
cloud."

thou be, thou, and all thy armies, and the

manv people Avith thee.

1() if Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

It will also come to pass, at the same time,

that things will come into thy mind, and
thou wilt entertain an evil device;

11 And thou wilt say, I will go up over
the land of open towns; I will come against

those that are careless, that dwell in safety,

all of whom dwell without walls, and having
neither bars nor gates,

12 To snatch up the spoil, and to take

away the pre}-; to turn thy hand against

the ruined places now inhabited, and against

the people that are gathered out of the na-

tions, that have gotten" cattle and goods,

that dwell in the highest'^ part of the land.

13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the traders of

Tharshish, with all her young lions,^ will say

unto thee. Art thou come to plunder the

spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to

carry off a prey? to bear away silver and
gold, to take away cattle and goods, to plun-

der a great spoil?

14 Therefore, prophesy, son of man, and
say unto Gog, Thus hath said the Lord Eter-

nal, Behold, on the day when my j^eople of

Israel dwelleth in safety, shalt thou know
(my power) .'

15 And thou wilt come from thy place out.

of the farthest ends of the north, thou, and
many people with thee, all of them riding

upon horses, a great assemblage, and a mighty
army

;

16 And thou wilt come up against my
people of Israel, like a cloud to cover the

land;' in the latter days will this be, and I

will bring thee over my land, in order that

the nations may know me, when I am sanc-

tified on thee, before their eyes, Gog.

17 Tl Thus hath said the Lord Eternal;

Art tliou (not) he of whom I have spoken in

ancient days through means of my servants

" Philippson, "taking care of," &c.
' Rashi. Zunz, " the middle."
« Rashi, " Active merchants, who are in the habit of

going out and roaming all countries like young lion.s, and
know where riches can be obtained." Jonathan and Re-
dak, "kings."

" Jonathan, "the punishment of my strength." Rashi
adds, "meaning, thou shalt know and understand who
was their refuge and protection." Redak, Zunz, and
othei-s, "know it."

' Philippson, "covering the earth."
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the prophets" of Israel, who prophesied in

those days (many) years, that I would bring

:

thee against them? i

18 And it shall come to pass at the same

time, on the day of Gog's coming over the

land of Israel, saith the Lord Eternal, that

my fury shall be kindled in my nose.*"

19 And in my zealousncss, in the fire of my
wrath, have I spoken, Surely on that day

there shall be a great earthquake in the

country of Israel

;

20 And there shall quake at my presence

the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the

heaven, and the beasts of the field, and every

creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,

and all the men that are upon the face of the

earth, and the mountains shall be thrown

down, and the clifl's" shall Ml, and every

wall shall fall to the ground.

21 And I will call against him throughout

all my mountains for the sword, saith the

Lord Eternal; every man's SAVord shall be

against his brother.

22 And I will hold judgment over him
with pestilence and with l)lood (-shedding);

and an overflowing rain, and great hailstones,

fire, and sulphur will I let rain over him and

his armies, and over the many people that

are with him.

23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanc-

tify myself, and make myself known before

the eyes of many nations; and they shall

know that I am the Lord.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
1 ^ But thou, son of man, prophesy

against Gog, and say. Thus hath said the

Lord Eternal, Behold, I will be against thee,

Gog, the chief of Kosh, Meshech and Thu-
bal;

2 And I will derange thee, and lead thee

" Ra.shi, "such as Ezekiel and Zechariah."
' Figurative for excessive anger, when the nostrils

arc distended, and a smoke, as it were, arises out of

thoin.

' Rashi, after one opinion wliich he cites, preferring,

however, Jon.'ilhan's view, " towers, round which mounds
of eartli are heaped up and formed in terraces or steps;"

taking nu">non in the sense of "steps" or "degrees."
'' Jonathan, after whom Ra.«hi, Zun/., and others.

• Uaslii, "the debasement of Israel is a profanation of

God's name, as nations say, They are the Loku's people,

anil he cannot deliver tlicm." (iSec above, xxxvi. 20.)
' Jonathan, "whose glory dwelleth in Israel."
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astray,'' and Avill cause thee to come up from
the farthest ends of the north; and I will

bring thee upon the moitntains of Israel

;

3 And I will strike thy bow out of thy
left hand, and thy arrows will I cause to fall

out of thy right hand.

4 Upon the mountains of Israel shalt thou

fall, thou, and all thy armies, and the people

that are with thee: unto the ravenous birds,

to every thing that hath wings, and to the

beasts of the field, do I give thee for food.

5 Upon the open field shalt thou fall; for

I have spoken it, saith the Lord Eternal.

6 And I will send a fire against Magog,

and against those that dwell in the isles

in safety; and they shall know that I am
the Lord.

7 And ni}' holy name will I make known
in the midst of my people Israel ; and I will

not pennit my holy name to be profiincd'" any
more: and the natioiis shall know that I am
the Lord, Holy in Israel.'

8 Behold, it cometh, and it taketh place,

saith the Lord Ete;-nal; this is the day where-

of I have spoken.

9 And the inhabitants of the cities of Is-

rael shall go forth, and shall bum and make
fire for heating of the weapons, and shields

and bucklers, of bows and of arrows, and of

hand-staves,*^ and of spears; and they shall

feed with them the fire for seven years ;*

10 And they shall take no wood out of the

field, nor cut down any out of the forests; for

with weapons shall they feed the fire: and
they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and
plunder those that plundered them, saith the

Lord Eternal.

11 Tf And it shall come to pass on that

day, that I will give unto Gog a place there

for a grave in Israel, the valley where people

pass over to the east of the sea :' and it shall

' Zunz, "clubs;" but Pbilippson, "the staff which the

princes or leaders carry;" the marshal's baton.

^ When the immense number and destruction of the in-

vaders arc considered, and also the little fuel comparative-

ly which is necessary in warm climates, we ni.iy easily

conceive of this being literally fullilled. Jlariaua, in his

History of Spain, (lib. xi. chap. 24,) says, that after the

Spaniards had given that signal overthrow to the Sara-

cens, in the year 1212, they found such a vast quantity

of lances, javelins, and such-like, as served them for /our

i/ears for fuel.

' Jonathan, "the sea of Gcno.ssar," i'. e. Kinncreth, or

Gcnnesarcth.
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stop the passengers (from passing); and they

sli.all bury there Gog and all his niidtitiide:

and they shall call it The valley of the mul-

titude of Gog."

12 And the house of Israel shall be bury-

ing them, in order to cleanse'' the land, during

seven months.

13 Yea, all the people of the land shall

bury them; and it shall be to them a renown
on the day that I glorify myself, saith the

Lord Eternal.

14 And men constantly devoted to this"

shall they set apart to pass through the land,

to bury with those that pass through those

that remain upon the face of the earth, to

cleanse it : at the end of seven months shall

the\' make a search.

15 And tho.se that thus travel will pass

through the land ; and when any one seeth a

human bone, then will he set up a sign by it,

till the buriers have buried it in the valley of

the multitude of Gog.

16 And also the name of the city shall be

Haraonah. Thus shall they cleanse the

land.

17 ][ And thou, son of man, thus hath

said the Lord Eternal, Say unto the birds, to

every thing that hath Avings, and to every

beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and
come; gather yourselves from every side to

my sacrifice that I do slaughter for you, as a

great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel,

that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood.

18 The flesh of the mighty shall ye eat,

and the blood of the princes of the earth shall

ye drink; wethers,'' lambs, and he-goats,

bullocks, fatlings of Bashan are they all of

them.
19 And ye shall eat fat till ye be sated,

and ye shall drink blood till ye be drunken,

from my sacrifice which I have slaughtered

for you.

20 And ye shall be sated at my table on
horses and chariot-teams, on mighty men,
and on all men of war, saith the Lord Eter-

nal.

21 And I will display my glory among
the nations; and all the nations shall see my

* In FTebrew, " Ga^/ hamone Go(j.

* See Num. xix. IG.
° Raslii. Philippson eomments that it means, the peo-

ple are to appoint two classes of men who are to pa.ss

through the land at the end of the first seven months, the

punishment that T execute, and my hand
that I lay on them.

22 And the house of Israel shall acknow-
ledge that I am the Lord their God from that

day and forward.

2-3 And the nations shall know that for

their iniquity did the house of Israel go into

exile; because they had trespas.sed again.st

me, and I had hidden my face from them

;

and I gave them np therefore into the hand
of their oppressors, and they all fell by the

sword.

24 According to their uncleanness, and ac-

cording to their transgressions did I deal with
them, and hid my face from them.

25 ][ Therefore thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Now will I bring back again the

captivity of Jacob, and I will have mercy
upon the whole house of Israel, and will be

zealous for ni}^ holy name;
26 And they shall feel their shame, and

all their trespasses whereby they had tres-

passed against me, when they dwelt in their

land in safety, with none to make them
afraid

;

27 When I bring them back again from
the people, and gather them out of the land

of their enemies, and sanctify myself on them
before the eyes of the many nations.

28 And they shall know that I am the

Lord their God; because I had exiled them
among the nations, but gather them now
unto their own land, and leave none of them
any more there.

29 And I Avill not hide ni}' face any more
from them; for I will have poured out my
spirit over the house of Israel, saith the Lord
Eternal.

CHAPTER XL.

1 ^ In the five and twentieth j'ear of our

exile, in the beginning of the year, on the

tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth

year after the city had been smitten, on the

selfsame day came the inspiration of the Lord
upon me, and brought me thither."

2 Li the visions of God brought he me
wcdo the land of Israel, and set me Aoynx

one to mark the place where any one had fallen, and the

other to remove the remains to the valley at first' de-

scribed.
'' Jonathan, "kings, rulers, chiefs, mighty ones, the

rich." ' Jerusalem, the smitten city.

639
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upon a very high mount, on which there was '.

built something Hi\e a city on the south.

3 And when he had brought me thither,

behold, there was a man, whose appearance

was like the appearance of copper, with a

line of llax in his hand, and a measuring-rod;

and he was standing in the gate.

4 And the man spoke unto me. Son of

man, behold Avith thy eyes, and hear with
thy ears, and direct thy heart unto all that

I am about to show thee; for in order to

show it unto thee art thou brought hither:

tell all that thou scest to the house of Israel.

5 And behold there was a wall on the out-

side of the house all round about, and in the

man's hand was a measuring-rod of six cubits

long by the cubit which was a hand's breadth
longer than usual; and he measured the

breadth" of the building, one rod; and the

height, one rod.

(5 Then came he unto the gate which look-

ed in the direction toward the east, and went
up its steps, and measured the threshold of

the p;ate, one rod in breadth; and the other

threshold one rod in breadth.

7 And every cell was one rod long, and
one rod broad; and between the cells wei'e

five cubits; and the threshold of the gate

near by the porch of the gate within w^as one
rod.

8 He measured also the porch of the gate

within, one rod.

9 Then measured he the i)orch of the gate,

eight cubits; and its door-posts,'' two cubits;

and the porch of the gate was inward.

10 And the cells of the gate in the eastern

direction Avere three on this side, and three

on that side, one measure was for all the

three; and there was one measure for the

door-posts on this side and on that side.

11 And he measured the breadth of the

entrance of the gate, ten cubits; (and) the

length of the gate, thirteen cubits.

* /. c The thickness of the wall.
'' Kashi, "all the Elim (post.s) mentioned in this de-

scription are tree-shaped, round, made of hewn stone,

and stand at the doors, one ou the right, and the other
on the left, in place of the sills or door-posts."

° i. r. Tile doors of the colls at each side of the gate-

way faced each other.
^ Zunz; but Rashi, "and so was it on all the door-posts

of the court, which were on the porches of its gates round
about."

• Rashi, who takes -ja Si'—literally, (what is) "before
CJO

12 And there was a space before the cells

of one cubit on this side, and one cubit space

was there on that side : and every cell was of

six cubits on this side, and of six cubits on
that side.

13 And he measured the gate from the

roof of (one) cell to the roof of (another), in

breadth five and twenty cubits, one door be-

ing against (the other) door.*"

14 And he made door-posts of sixty cubits,

and around the dooi'-posts the court and the

gate all round about.''

15 And the height" of the gate of the en-

trance as also the height of the porch of the

inner gate wxn'e fifty cubits.

16 And there Avere narroAV AvindoAvs in the

cells, and by their door-posts Avithin the gate

all round about, and likcAvise on the i)orches
:'

and Aviudows Avere all round about iuAvard;

and on each door post Avere palm-shaped (capi-

tals) .^

17 Then brought he me into the outAvard

court, and, lo, there Avere chambers, and a
pavement made for the court all round about

:

thirty chambers were upon the pavement.
18 And the pavement by the side of the

gates Avas all along the Avliole length of the

gates; this Avas the lower jjavement.

19 Then measured he the breadth from
the front of the loAver gate unto the front

of the inner court Avithout, one hundred
cubits, eastAvard and nortliAA-ard.''

20 And the gate of the outer court that

looked in a northern direction, he measured
after its length, and its breadth.

21 And its cells Avere three on this side

and three on that side; and its door-posts

and its porches AA^ere after the measui-e of the

first gate : fifty cubits Avas its length,' and
its breadth five and twenty cubits.

22 And its AvindoAvs, and its porches,'' and
their palm-shaped capitals, Avere after the

measure of the gate that looked in an eastern

the face,"—as meaning "the height," i. e. of the structure

on the gate.

' Jonathan. Zunz, "arched pas.sages." Philippson,

"cornices." Rashi, "the tree-like pillars of every gate."
' Ra.shi. Zunz, "palm-like ornamouts."
' I'hilippson, "the inner court was surrounded on three

sides by the outer one, so that each gate of the last was
opposite to one of the first, with an intervening space of

one hundred cubits. There was no western gate."
' Rashi, "its height," as above, verse 15.

' Philippson, "cornices."
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direction : and by seven steps did they go up
unto it, and to its porches which* were be-

fore them.

23 And the gates of the inner court were
opposite the gates on the north, and on the

east; and he measured from gate to gate one
hundred cubits.

24 After that he led me forth to the south

side, and behold there was a gate on the

south side: and he measured its door-posts

and its porches after these measures.

25 And there were windows on it and on

its porches all round about, like the other

windows: it was fifty cubits in length, and
in breadth five and twenty cubits.

20 And by seven steps was the ascent to

it, and to its porches which were before them

:

and it had palm-shaped capitals, one on this

side, and another on that side, upon its door-

posts.

27 And there Avas a gate in the inner court

on the south side : and he measured from

gate to gate on the south side, one hundred
cubits.

28 And he brought me to the inner court

by the south gate ; and he measured the south

gate after these measures;

29 And its cells, and its door-posts, and
its porches were after these measures; and
there were windows in it and in its porches

all round about : it was fifty cubits in length,

and in breadth five and twenty cubits.

30 And the arched passages'" were all

round about, five and twenty cubits long, and
five cubits broad.

31 And its porches were toward the outer

court; and palm-shaped capitals were upon its

door-posts : and its ascent was by eight steps.

32 And he brought me into the inner court

on the east side ; and he measured the gate

after these measures;

33 And its cells and its door-posts, and its

porches, w-ere according to these measures;
and there were windows in it and in its

porches all round about: its length was fifty

and its breadth five and twenty

' Rashi, who comments, "and the porch of the gates
before the steps, before entering in the main porch, was
ascended by steps."

" Rashi.
° Philippson, "of the gate," i. c. the northern one,

near which the burut-offering had to be killed.
'' Lit. "which belonged to the porch."
• Jonathan; and means, that iron hooks, a hand long,

were fixed in the chamber where the sacrifices were
4F

cubits,

cubits.

34 And its porches were toward the out-

ward court; and palm-siiaped capitals were
upon its door-posts, on this side, and on that

side: and by eight steps was the ascent to it.

35 And he brought me to the north gate,

and he measured it after these measures;

36 Its cells, its door-post.'<, and its porches,

and the windows in it were all round about;

its length was fifty cul)its, and its breadth
five and twenty cubits.

37 And its door-posts were toward tlie

outer court; and palm-shaped capitals were
upon its door-posts, on this side, and on that

side: and by eight steps was the ascent to it.

38 And there was a chamber with its door
by the door-posts of the gates," where they
washed oil' the burnt-offerings.

39 And in the porch of the gate were two
tables on this side, and two tables on that

side, to slaughter thereon the burnt-ofiei-ings

and the sin-ofl'erings and the trespass-offer-

ings.

40 And at the side without (the porch), as

one went up to the entrance of the north

gate, were two tables; and on the other side''

of the porch of the gate were two tables

;

41 Four tables being on this side, and four

tables on that side, by the side of the gate,

—

eight tables, whereupon they slaughtered (the

sacrifices)

.

42 And there were four tables of hewn
stone for the burnt-offerings of a cubit and a
half long, and a cubit and a half broad, and
one cubit high : whereupon they laid the in-

struments wherewith the}' slaughtered the

burnt-oflerings and the sacrifices.

43 And hooks, a hand long, were fastened

within" all round about: and on the tables

was placed the flesh of the offerings.

44 And without the inner gate were the

chambers of the singers in the inner court,

which was at the side of the north gate; and
their front*^ was toward the south side : one

slaughtered, to hang them up by. But D'nai? is explain-

ed by some to mean gutters, perhaps to draw off the

blood. Others, "lasts;" and I'hilippsion translates, "and
lasts, a hand broad, were fastened toward the inside, all

around, as also on the table, for the flesh of the offerings."

Redak takes it to mean a sort of frame-work on which the
pots, in which the offerings were boiled, were placed.

' Philippson, after the ^optuagint, "And without the

inner gate were ttco rows of chambers in the inner court:
641
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was at the side of the east gate liaviiig the

front toward tlie north side.

45 And he spoke unto me, This chamber,

the front of Avhich is toAvard the south, is for

the priests, who have the charge of the

house.

46 And the chamber the front of which is

toward the north is for the priests, who have

the charge of the altar: these are the sons of

Zadok, who come near, from among the sons

of Levi, to the Lord to minister unto him.

47 So he measured the court, in length

one hundred cubits, and in breadth one hun-

dred cubits, foursquare; and the altar (stood)

before the house.

48 And he brought me to the porch of the

house, and measured each dooi'-post of the

porch, five cubits on this side, and five cubits

on that side: and the breadth of the gate

was three cubits on this side, and three cubits

on that side.

49 The length of the porch was twenty

cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits, to-

gether with" the steps whereby they went up

to it; and there were pillars by the door-

posts, one on this side, and another on that

side.

CHAPTER XLL
1 And he brought me to the temple; and

he measured the dooi'-posts, six cubits broad

on the one side, and six cubits broad on the

other side, (as also)*" the breadth of the taber-

nacle.

2 And the breadth of the door was ten

cubits; and the sides of the door were five

cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the

other side : and he measured its length, forty

cubits, and the breadth, twenty cubits.

3 Then went he inward, and measured
the posts of the door, two culjits; and the

door was six cubits high;" and the breadth

of the door, seven cubits.

the one at the side of the north gate, with its front to-

ward the south, and the other at the south gate, with its

front to the north." The variations arc marked in italics.

* Pliilippson, afttir the Septuagint, supplies fen; thus,

"and by ten steps they ascended to it."

' Zunz, meaning, after measuring the space between the

side-posts, be measured the whole front, llashi, "the

breadth of the porch, which was as the length of the

temple;" taking bnxn "the tent" for dSkh "the porch."

The phrase is very obscure.
" llashi.

U42

4 And he -measured its length, twenty
cubits; and the breadth, twenty cubits, by
the length of the temple : and he said unto

me, This is tlie most holy place.

5 After this he measured the wall of the

house, six cubits; and the breadth of every

side-chamber was four cubits, all round about

the house on every side.

G And the side-chambers were one over an-

other, three and thirty times;'' and they entered

into the wall which was on the house for the

side-chambers round about, that they miglit

be fastened on, but they were not fastened on

the Avail of the house.

7 And as one wound upward it became
continually Avider for the side-chambers; for

the roAv of chambers al)out the house Avent

more and more upAvard round about the

house; therefore Avas the breadth of the

house greater upAvard; and so they ascended

from the loAvcst chambers to the highest

through the middle ones.

8 And I saAv the height of the house all

round about; the foundations of the side-

chambers Avere a fidl rod of six cubits under

ground."

9 The thickness of the wall, which was
for the side-chambers Avithout, Avas five cubits;

as also the space Avhich Avas left open by the

roAV of the side-chambers that were on the

house.'

10 And betAveen the chambers there Avas

a Avidth of tAventy cubits round about the

house on every side.

11 And the doors of the side-chambers

AA'ere on the open space, one door Avas in a

northern direction, and another door on the

south: and the breadth of the place that

Avas left open Avas five cubits all round

about.

12 NoAv the building that Avas before the

main Aving^ on the Avest side Avas seventy cu-

bits broad; and the wall of the building Avas

'' Others, "three rows of thirty each," or ninety.

"^ Rashi. Zunz, "to the wrist;" meaning, a cubit of

an arm's length to the wrist.

' Rashi, " the chambers did not occupy the whole .space

of the north and .south side, but at the east and west

corners there was au open space for the doors of the

chambers which communicated afterward one with the

other, not having any doors opening outside."

« nitJ is here given after Zunz, and is, according to

llashi, synonymous with the temple or main building itself.

Others, " upper rooms." Philippson, " oflF-cut," from ;:,
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five cubits thick round about, and its length

ninety cubits. :

13 So he measured the house, in length

one hundred cubits; and the main wing, and
the building, with its walls, in length one

hundred cubits

;

'

14 Also the breadth in the front of the

house, and of the main wing on the east, was

'

one hundred cubits.
j

15 And he measured the length of the!

building on the front side of the main wing
which was behind it, and its corner-pillars on

the one side and cm the other side, one hun-

dred cubits; and this included the inner tern-,

2)le, and the porches of the court; i

16 The door-posts, and the narrow win-i

dows, and the corner-pillars were round about

on their three sides; opposite the threshold

there was a wainscoting of wood all round;

about, and so from the ground up to the win- ij

dows, and the windows were covered."

17 On the part above the door, and as far

as the inner house, and the outer (house),

was (a wainscoting), and on all the wall

round about Avithin and without, by (the

same) measure;

18 And it was ornamented with cherubim
and palm-trees, a palm-tree being between
two cherubim; and every cherub had two
faces

;

19 So that a human face was toward the

palm-tree on the one side, and a young lion's

ftice toward the palm-tree on the other side:

it was so made on all the house roimd about.

20 From the ground to the part above the

door were the cherubim and the palm-trees

made, and so on the wall of the temple.

21 The temple had Ibur-cornered door-

posts, and the front of the holy of holies had
the (same) appearance as the appearance (of

the other).

22 The altar was of wood'' three cubits

high, and its length was two cubits; and its

corners, and its top-piece, and its walls, were
of wood : and he spoke unto me. This is the

table that is before the Lord.

"to cut," and supposes it to be a vacant space, and also

that sevonfy should be thirty, as the whole temple-house

was one hundred cubits square, leaving thercfure only the

last measure for (his building back of the holy of hulics.

* Kodak, " were covered from above." I'hilippsnn,

23 And the temple and the holy of holies

had two doors.

24 And the doors had two leaves (apiece),

two turning leaves; two (leaves) for the one
door, and two leaves for the other.

25 And there were made on them, on the

doors of the temple, cherubim .and palm-trees,

as they were made upon the walls; and (a

covering^ of) thick planks was upon the front

of the porch without.

26 And there were narrow windows and
palm-trees on the one side and on the other

side, on the sides of the porch, and on the

side-chambers of the house, and the (covering^

of) thick planks.

CHAPTER XLII.

1 And he led me forth into the outer

court, on the way to the north side : and
he brought me into the row of chambers
that was opposite the main wing, and
which was opposite the building toward the

north

;

2 To the front side the length (of which)
was a hundred cubits, (and to) the north

door, while the breadth was fifty cubits;

3 Opposite the twenty cubits which were
for the inner court, and opposite the pave-

ment which was for the outer court, was
corner-pillar before corner-pillar in the three

stories.

4 And before the chambers was a walk of

ten cubits hi breadth toward the inner house,

a way of one culjit (in widtli) ; and their

doors were toward the nortli.

5 Now the upper chambers were shorter

(for the corner-pillar took away part of the

space from them) than the lowest and than

the middle chambers of the building.

6 For they were in three stories, but had
not pillars like the pillars of the courts:

therelbre was something taken off the lowest

and the middle ones (as one ascended) from

the ground.

7 And the wall that was without alongside

the chambers, toward the outer court in

'' Some suppose this to be the altar of incense; but

Rjishi thinks it was a table, and takes "the corners" to

mean the feet, kc
° Zunz. Rashi, however, takes this to be heavy props

of wood piissing from the porch to the temple wall, to pre-

"wcrc so covered by the wain.-scoting that they could not
]

vent this from bulging outward. Phihppson,

be seen from below."
;|
stairca.se was on the porch without."

' a wooden
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front of the chambers, was in its length fifty

cubits.

- 8 For the length of the chambers that

were in the outer court was fifty cubits; and

lo, (the whole space) in front of the temple

was one hundred cubits.

9 And beneath these chambers was the

entrance from the east side, as one goeth into

them from the outer court.

10 On the breadth of the Avail of the court

ill an eastern direction, before the main wing,

and before the building, were chambers.

11 And the way before them was of like

appearance as that for the chambers which
were on the north side, of the same length

and the same bre.adth : and all their means
of egress and their arrangement and their

doors were of the like manner.
12 And so also were the doors of the

chambers that were on the south side, a door

being on the head of the way, of the way
directly" before the wall on the east side, as

one entereth into them.

13 And he said unto me. The north cham-
bers and the south chambers which are in

front of the main wing,—those arc the holy

chambers, where the priests that ajiproach

unto the Lord shall eat the most holy things;

there shall they lay the most holy things,

namely, the meat-offering, and the sin-offer-

ing, and the trespass-offering; for the place is

holy.

14 When the priests enter therein, then

shall they not go out of the sanctuary into

the outer court; but there shall they lay-

down their garments wherein they may have
ministered; for they are holy; and they

shall put on other garments, and shall then

approach'' to (the court) which is for the

people.

15 Now when he had finished the mea-
Rurings of the inner house, he led me ibrth by

the way of the gate which looked in an east-

ern direction, and measured it all round

about.

IG He measured the east side with the

measuring-rod, five liundred rods, with the

measurin";-rod round about.

* Jonathan, " the way to the stand for the Levitcs,"

t. e. where they stood when ihey sang the psalm.s.
'' Jonathan, "and .shall then mingle with the people."

Ilashi, "siiail toucli thr people's garments."
° i. e. When he prophesied concerning the destruction.

(See above, ix. 4, &c.)

044

17 He measured the north side, five hun-
dred rods, with the measuring-rod round
about.

18 The south side he measured, five hun-
dred rods, with the measuring-rod.

19 He turned aljout to the west side, and
measured five hundred rods with the measur-
ing-rod.

20 On the four sides did he measure it by
the wall that was all round about, five hundred
rods in length, and in breadth five hundred,

to make a separation between the holy place

and the profane.

CHAPTER XLIII.

1 Then did he lead me to the gate, even

the gate that was turned in an eastern di-

rection.

2 And, behold, the glory of the God of Is-

rael came from the way of the east; and his

voice was like a noise of many waters; and
the earth gave light from his glory.

3 And it was like the appearance of the

vision which I had seen, yea, like the vision

that I had seen when I came to destroy the

city;*" and the visions were like the vision

that I had seen by the river Kebar: and I fell

upon my face.

4 And the glory of the Lord came into the

house by the way of the gate which was
turned in an eastern direction.

5 Then did the spirit take me up, and
bring me into the inner court; and, behold,

the glory of the Lord filled the house.

6 And 1 heard him speaking unto me out

of the house ; and a man was standing along-

side of me.

7 And he said unto me. Son of man. (this)

is the place of my throne, and the place of

the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the

midst of the children of Israel for ever, and
the house of Israel shall nut defile any more
my holy name, neither they, nor their kings,

by their U'wdness, nor by the carcasses'' of

their kings on their high-places.

8 Inasmuch as they placed their threshold

by my thresholds, and their door-posts close

by my door-posts, and the wall Ixnng only be-

'' Some explain this that the kings had themselves buried

near the temple. Zunz, " the carcasses (of the sacrifices)

of thoir kings." IMiilippson, "tlie idol-abominations of

their kings ;" taking '1J3 as expressive of the " inanimate,"

" souUe.HS idols;" and it is well known that even near the

temple they worshipped falsehood.
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twecn me and them, and they defiled my
holy name by their abominations which they

committed; so that I made an end of them
in my anger.

9 Now will they have to put away their

lewdness, and the carcasses of their kings, far

from me, and I will dwell in the midst of

them for ever.

10 ^ Thou, son of man, tell the house of

Israel of the house, that they may be con-

founded because of their iniquities: and let

them measure- the outlines.

11 And if they be confounded because of

all that they have done, then let them know
the form of the house, and its arrangements,

and its means of egress, and its entrances,

and all its forms, and all its statutes, and all

its forms, and all its laws, and write them
down before their eyes; that they may ob-

serve the whole of its form, and all its sta-

tutes, and carry them out.

12 This is the law for the house, Upon the

top of the mount shall its whole limit all

round about be most holy; behold, this is

the law for the house.

13 And these are the measures of the altar

in cubits, The cubit is a cubit and a hand-
breadth;" and the bottom slialP be a cubit

high, and a cubit broad, and its border on its

edge round about shall be a span : and this

shall be the outside" of the altar.

14 And from the I)ottom upon tlie ground
up to the lower projection shall be two cu-

bits, and the breadth one cubit; and from the

lesser projection up to the greater projec-

tion shall be four cubits, and the breadth one
cubit.

15 And the upper portion of the altar shall

be four cubits; and from the upper surface**

of the altar and upward shall be the four

horns.

16 And the upper surface of the altar shall

be twelve cubits long, twelve broad, square
on its four sides.

17 And the projection shall be fourteen

cubits in length, by fourteen in breadth on its

four sides; and the border round about it

' I. c. Each cubit here mentioned is a band longer than
the usual measure.

^ Zunz, "was;" and so in all this passage, using the

past where here the past is found.
° Lit. "back," ;'. e. that which stands out the farthest.

shall be half a cubit; and its bottom shall be

a cubit round al)out; and its stc[)s shall look

toward the east.

18 And he said unto me, Son of man, thus

hath said the Lord Eternal, These are the

statutes of the altar on the day when it shall

be finished, to offer thereon burnt-offerings,

and to .sprinkle thereon l^lood.

19 And thou shalt give to the priests the

Levites that are of the seed of Zadok, who
approach mito me, saith the Lord Et(!rnal, to

minister unto me, a young bullock for a sin-

ofl'ering.

20 And thou shalt take of his blood, and
put it on its four horns, and on the four

corners of the projection, and upon the bor-

der round about; and thou shalt cleanse it

and make an atonement for it.

21 And thou shalt take the bullock of the

sin-offering, and some one shall burn him at

an appointed place of the house, without the

sanctuary.

22 And on the second day shalt thou offer

a he-goat without blemish for a sin-offering;

and they shall clean.se the altar, as they did

clean.se it with the bullock.

2-3 When thou hast made an end of cleans-

ing it, shalt thou ofler a young bullock with-

out blemish, and a ram out of the flock with-

out blemish.

24 And thou shalt bring them near before

the LoKD, and the priests shall throw salt

u])on them, and they shall ofler them up as a

burnt-oflering unto the Lord.

25 Seven days shalt thou prepare a goat

for a sin-offering every day; and a young
bullock, and a ram out of tlie flodv, without
blemish shall they prejjare.

2(j Seven days shall they atone for the

altar and purify it; and they shall consecrate

the same."

27 And wlicn these days are expired, it

shall be, that on the eighth day, and thence-

forward, the priests shall prepare ui)on the

altar your burnt-oflerings, and yoin- peace-

oflerings; and I will accept you in favour,

saith the Lord Eternal.

'' "Tlic place of offering."

—

Arniif.i.m. It properly

means, " lion of (!nd." The upper division, the whole con-

sisting of four, the bnttoni two projections and fop, is to be

four cubits in height, and be a square of twelve by twelve.
' Redak, "the priest shall consecrate himself."
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CHAPTER XLIV.

1 ^ And he broap;Iit me back by the way
of the outer gate of the sanctuary which look-

ed toward the east; and it was locked up.

2 Then said the Lord unto nie, This gate

shall remain locked, it shall not be opened,

and no man shall enter in by it; because the

Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered" in by
it, therefore shall it remain locked.

3 As for the prince, being the prince, he

shall sit in it to eat bread before the Lord;

by the way of the porch of that gate shall he

enter, and by the way of the same shall he

go out.

4 Then brought he me by the way of the

north gate before the house; and I looked,

and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled the

house of the Lord : and I fell ujion my face.

5 And the Lord said unto me. Son of man,
direct thy mind, and see with thy eyes, and
hear with thy ears all that I am speaking

Avith thee concerning all the ordinances of

the house of the Lord, and of all its laws; and
direct thy mind to the entrance of the house,

with every place of egress of the sanctuary.

6 And thou shalt say to the rebellious, to

the house of Israel, Thus hath said the Lord
Eternal, Ye have done enough with all your
abominations, house of Israel!

7 In your having brought the sons of the

stranger, uncircumcised in heart, and uncir-

ciuncised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to

pollute it, even my house, in your having
offered my food, the fat and the blood; so

that they broke my covenant because of all

your aboimnations.

8 And (because) ye have not kept the

charge of my holy things; but ye have set

(those unworthy ones) as keepers of my
charge in my sanctuarv at your own pleasure.''

9 'l[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, No
son of the stranger, uncircumcised in heart,

or uncircumcised iu llesh, shall enter into my
sanctuary, of all the sons of the stranger that

are in the midst of the children of Israel.

10 But as respecteth the Levites that were
gone away fiir from me, when Israel went

astray, who went astray away from me after

their idols, they shall surely bear their ini-

quity;

11 And they shall be servants in my sanc-

tuary, appointed to Avatch at the gates of the

house, and to be ser\ants for the house ; the.se

are they that shall slay the burnt-offerings

and the sacrifices for the people, and they

shall stand before them to do the service for

them.
1

2

Because they used to serve them before

their idols, and have been unto the house

of Israel as a stumbling-block of iniquity;

therefore have I lifted up my hand against

them, saith the Lord Eternal, and they shall

bear their iniquity;

13 And they shall not come near unto me,

to officiate as priests unto me, nor to come
near to any of my holy things, to the most
holy things ; but they shall bear their shame,

3'ea, for their abominations which they have
committed.

14 And I will ap])oint them to be keepers

of the charge of the house, for all the service

thereof, and for all that shall be done therein.''

15 ][ But the priests the Levites, the sons

of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanc-

tuary when the children of Israel went astray

from me,—these are they that shall come
near unto me to minister unto me, and they

shall stand before me to ofler unto me the

fat and the blood, saith the Lord Eternal

:

16 These are they that shall enter into my
sanctuary, and these shall come near to my
table, to minister unto me; and they shall

keep my charge.

17 And it shall come to pass, that when
they enter in at the gates of the inner court,

they shall clothe themselves with linen gar-

ments; and there shall no wool come ujioii

them, w-hen they minister in the gates of the

inner court, and within the house.

18 Linen bonnets shall be upon their

heads, and linen breeches shall be upon their

loins; they shall not gird'' themselves with

any thing that causeth sweat.

19 And when they go forth into the outer

court, into the outer court to the people, then

Zunz, "cntcrctli."
[

people, and "had bccnrae tlie sons of the strangrr,"

*• Rnshi, taking D^S litonilly "for you," a.s DDnjnS
,j
through their misdeeds should be degraded from the

"accivniing to your tlioufrlit, will, option, or pleasure." priesthood, and do only Ijcvitical, but not priestly service.

' The proj>lK.t indicates in the i)as.sagc from verse 9 to " Kashi, "the law hath forbidden the priests woollen

11 that th(! priests who had joined ia the idolatry of the
,1
garments, because that causeth the body to sweat."
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shall they put oft' their garments wherein

they have ministered, and they shall \ay

them down in the holy chambers; and they

shall put on other garments, and they shall

not mingle" among the people with their gar-

ments.

20 And their heads shall they not shave

close, nor suffer their hair to grow long; they

shall only crop (the hair of) their heads.

21 And wine shall none of the priests

drink, when they enter into the inner court.

22 And a widow, or one that is divorced

from her husband shall they not take to

themselves as wives; but only vii'gins of the

seed of the house of Israel; but whatever

widow it may be, the (common) priests'* may
take.

23 And mj^ people shall they teach the

difference between the holy and profane, and

that between the unclean and the clean shall

they make known unto them.

24 And in a controversy shall they stand

up to judge, according to my ordinances shall

they decide it : and my laws and my statutes

at all my festivals shall they observe; and

my sabbaths shall they sanctify.

25 And to a dead person shall they not

come to defile themselves; but on father, or

on mother, or on son, or on daughter, on

brother, or on sister that hath had no hus-

band, may they defile themselves.

26 And after he is become" clean,—they

shall reckon unto him seven days,

—

27 Then shall he on the day that he com-

eth into the sanctuary, into the inner court,

to minister in the sanctuary, offer his sin-

offering, saith the Lord Eternal.

28 And it shall be unto them as an in-

heritance, I am their inheritance; and any
possession shall you not give them in Israel,

I am their possession.

29 The meat-offering, and the sin-offering,

and the trespass-offering—these shall they

eat; and every devoted thing in Israel shall

belong to them.

30 And the first of all kinds of first-fruits,

and every kind of heave-offering of every

° Jonathan. Rashi comments, "Because profane gar-

ments are not pure in comparison with the holy gar-

ments." Lit. "and they shall not sanctify the people."
^ Zunz, "And the widow who is a widow of a priest

may they take."
° After Zunz, who regards this a parenthesis; but

Rashi translates after the Talmud, "And after his sepa-

thing of all your heave-oflferings, shall Ijelong

to the priests; and the first of your dough

shall you give to the priests, to cause a bless-

ing to rest on thy house.

31 Any thing that hath died of itself, or

that is torn, whether it be fowl or beast, shall

the priests not eat.

' CHAPTER XLV.
1 ^ And when ye divide by lot the land

for an inheritance, shall ye offer an oblation

unto the Lord, as a holy portion of the land,

five and twenty thousand rods in length, and
in breadth ten thousand. This shall be holy

in all its extent i-ound about.

2 Of this there shall be for the sanctuary

five hundred (I'ods) by five hundred, square

round about; and fifty cubits as an open

sp.ace for it round about.

3 And of this measure shalt thou measure,

in length five and twenty thousand, and in

breadth ten thousand (rods): and in it shall

be the sanctuary (and) the holy of holies.

4 The holy portion of the land shall it be,

for the priests the ministers of the sanctuary

shall it be, who come near to minister unto

the Lord : and it shall be unto them a place

for houses, and a holy place for the sanctuary.

5 And five and twenty thousand (rods) in

length, and ten thousand in breadth, shall

also belong unto the Levites, the servants of

the house, for themselves, as a possession,

namely, twenty chambers.''

6 And as the possession of the city shall ye
assign five thousand rods broad, and five and
twenty thousand long, alongside the holy ob-

lation: unto the whole house of Israel shall it

belong.

7 And the prince shall have that on the

one side and on the other side of the holy

oblation, and of the possession of the city, in

front of the holy oblation, and in front of the

possession of the city, on the west side west-

ward, and on the east side eastward ; and in

length alongside one of the portions, both on"

the west border and on the east border.

8 As landed property shall it be his pos-

ration from the dead shall they reckon for him seven

days." (SeeNum.xix.il.) " And on the day that he

first entereth into the sanctuary," &c.
'' Rashi, " twenty chambers shall belong to the Levites

by the sanctuary to watch the house and for lodging, and

the remainder of the district shall they employ for their

requirements." ° Zunz.
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session in Israel; and my princes shall no

more wronu; my people; but the land shall

thev irive to the house of Israel according to

their trihes.

9 Ti Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, Ye
have done enough wrong. princes of Israel

:

remove violence and robbery, and execute

justice and righteousness; take away your
exactions" from my people, saith the Lord
Eternal.

10 Just l)alances, and a just ephah, and a

just bath shall ye have.

11 The ephah .and the bath shall contain

the same quantity, that the bath may contain

the tentli part of a chomer, and the ephah
the tenth part of a chomer: after the chomer
shall the measure of content be.

12 And the shekel shall be twenty gerahs :

(in pieces of) twenty shekels, five and twenty
shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your maneh.*"

18 1| This is the heave-oflering that ye
shall offer: the sixth part of an ephah of a

chomer of wheat ; and ye shall give the sixth

part of an ephah of a chomer of barley

;

14 And the fixed portion of oil shall be

after the bath of oil, the tenth part of a bath

out of the cor, ten baths reckoned to the

chomer; for ten baths are a chomer;
15 And one lamb out of the fiock, out of

two hundred, out of the fat pastures" of Is-

rael, for meat-offerings, and for burnt-offer-

ings, and for peace-offerings, to make an

atonement for them, saith the Lord Eternal.

16 ^ All the people of the land shall be

held bound for this heave-offering for the

prince in Israel.

17 And upon the prince shall be the duty
to furnish the burnt-offerings, the meat-offer-

ings, and the drink-offerings, on the feasts,

and on the new-moon days, and on the sal>

baths, on all the festive seasons of the house

of Israel; he himself shall prepare the sin-

offering, and the meat-offering, and the burnt-

offering, and the peace-offerings, to make an
atonement in behalf of the house of Israel.

• Lit. "expulsions," t. e. the unjust dispossession of the

people frnm their landed property.

^ The nianoh was thus fixed at sixty shekels divided

into fourths, five twelfths, and thirds of a maneh.
° Jonatlian and Kodak, "the fatted." Rashi, "what

is permitted to Israel."

^ Ra.shi takes the festiv.il here mentioned as being
merely that of the consecration, to endure seven days;
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18 ][ Thus hath said the Lord Etern.al,

In the first month, on the first of the month,
shalt thou take a joung bullock without ble-

mish, and make an expiation for the sanc-

tuary.

19 And the priest shall take some of the

blood of the sin-offering, and put it upon the

door-post of the house, and upon tlie four

corners of the projection of the altar, and
upon the door-post of the gate of the inner

court.

20 And so shalt thou do on the seventh
day** of the month for every one that erreth,

and for him that hath sinned unawares;" so

shall ye atone for the house.

21 In the first month, on the fourteenth'

day of the month, shall ye have the passover;

a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall

be eaten.

22 And tlie prince shall prepare on that

day in behalf of himself and in behalf of all

the people of the land a bullock for a sin-

offering.

23 And on the seven days of the feast shall

he prepare a burnt-offering to the Lord, seven

bullocks and seven rams without blemish on
every day of the seven days; and for a sin-

offering a he-goat on every day.

24 And as a meat-offering an ephah for a

bullock, and an ephah for a ram shall he
prepare, and a hin of oil for each ephah.

25 In the seventh month, on the fifteenth

day of the month, on the feast, shall he pre-

pare the like during the seven days, both as

the sin-offering, as also the burnt-offering, and
the meat-offering, and the oil.

CHAPTER XLVL
1 T[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

The gate of the inner court that looketh to-

ward the east shall remain locked the six

working days; but on the sabbath day shall

it be opened, and on the new-moon day shall

it be opened.

2 And the prince shall enter by the way

but others suppose that the prophet here institutes a new
annual celebration of the first and the seventh days of

the first month, which are now only ordinary days.

• Philippson, "through enticement." Zunz, "seduc-

tion."

' This either means that on this day the Passover sacri-

fice shall be slain, or that at its termination the festival

is to begin at evening.
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of the porch of the gate, from without, and
shall stand by the door-post of the gate, and
the priests shall prepare his burnt-offering

and his peace-offerings, and he shall bow him-
self down at the threshold of the gate, and
he shall then go forth ; but the gate shall not

be locked until the evening.

3 And the people of the land shall bow
themselves down at the door of this same
gate on the sabbaths and on the new-moons
before the Lord.

4 And the burnt-offering which the prince

is to offer unto the Lord, shall be on the sal>

bath-day six sheep without blemish, and a
ram without blemish

;

5 And as the meat-offering an ephah for the
ram, and for the sheep a meat-offering as his

hand^ may be able to give, and a bin of oil

for evei-y ephah

;

6 And on the day of the new moon, a

young bullock without blemi.sh, and six sheep
and a ram; without blemish shall they be.

7 And an ephah for the bullock, and an
ephah for the ram, shall he prepare as a

meat-offering, and for the sh(^ep according as

his means may reach, and a bin of oil for

every ephah.

8 And when the prince doth enter, he
shall go in by the way of the porch of the

gate, and by the same Avay shall he go
forth.

9 But when the people of the land come
before the Lord on the appointed feasts, he
that entereth in by the way of the north gate

to bow himself down shall go out by the way
of the south gate; and he that entereth by
the wa}' of the south gate sh;iU go out by the

way of the north gate: he shall not return

by the way of the gate whereby he came in

;

but by that opposite*" to him shall he go
out.

J.0 And as for the prince—in the midst of
them, when they go in, shall he go in; and
when they go out, shall they go out (to-

gether).

11 And on the feasts and on the appoints

ed festivals shall the meat-offering be an
ephah for each bullock, and an ephah for

* Lit. "a meat-offerinsx the gift of his hand."
" Philippson, "straight forward shall he go out."
° 0(hir.s, "to moisten;" but we have followed one

opinion quoted hy Rashi.
4Q

each ram, and for the sheep as his hand may
be able to give, and a bin of oil for every
ephah.

12 And when the prince doth prepare as a
voluntary gift a burnt-oflering, or a peace-

offering, as a voluntary gift unto the Lord;
then shall be opened tor him the gate that

looketh toward the east, and he shall prepare
his burnt-offering and his peace-offering, as

he usually doth on the sabbath-day; and he
shall go out; and the gale shall be locked
after his going out.

13 And a sheep of the first year without
blemish shalt thou prepare as a burnt-offering

every day unto the Lord; morning by morn-
ing shalt thou prepare it.

14 And as a meat-offering shalt thou pre-

pare with it, morning by morning, the sixth

part of an ephah, and the third of a bin of oil,

to mingle" with the fine flour; a meatroflering

unto the Lord, as ordinances for ever con-

tinually.

15 Thus shall they prepare the sheep, and
the meat-offering, and the oil, morning by
morning, as a continual burnt-offering.

16
"ji

Thus hath said the Lord Eternal, If

the prince make a gift unto any one of his

sons, it is his inheritance, it shall belong to

his sons; it shall be their possession as their

inheritance.

17 But if he make a gift of his inheritance

to one of his servants, then shall it remain
his to the year of freedom, when it shall re-

turn to the prince; but his inheritance shall

only remain for his sons.*

18 But tlie prince shall not take any thing

from the inheritance of the people, to wrong'
them out of their possession ; out of his own
possession can he give an inheritance to his

sons ; in order that not oi;e of m}' people be
deprived "^ of his possession.

19 Tl And then he brought me through
the enti-y, which was at the side of the gate,

into the holy chambers for the priests, which
looked toward the north : and, behold, there

was a place by the back wall on the west
side.

20 And he said unto me, This is the place

'' Zunz, "but his property (given to) his sons shall re-

main theirs."

' Philipp.Mon, "to drive them ofiF."

' Lit. "scattered."
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where the priest shall boil the trespass-offer-

ing and tlie siu-ofrering;, where (also) they

shall bake the meat-offering; so as not to

carry the same out into the outer court, to

mingle with the people.

21 Then did he lead me forth into the

outer court, and caused me to pass along the

four corners of the court; and, tehold, in

every corner of the court there was a

court.'

22 In the four corners of the court there

were uncovered'' courts of forty cubits in

length and thirty in breadth : there was one

measure for all these four in the corners.

23 And there was a shelf of masonry round

about in them, round aliout all these four,

and it was furnished with hearths for boiling

vmder the shelves round about.

24 Then said he unto me, These are the

places of those that boil, where the servants

of the house shall boil the sacrifice of the

people. •

CHAPTER XLVII.

1 And he brought me l)ack again unto the

door of the house; and, behold, water was
issuing out from under the threshold of the

house eastward ; for the front of the house

stood toward the east; and the water came
down from under (the threshold), from the

right side of the hou.se, to the south of the

altar.

2 Then did he bring me out by the way
of the gate northward, and led me about the

way without unto the outer gate by the way
that looked eastward ; and, behold, the water

was running on the right side.

3 When the man went forth eastward,

having the measuring-line in his hand, he

measured a thousand cubits, and he led me
through the water, the water reaching to the

ankles.

4 Again he measured a thousand (cubits),

and led me through the water; the water

" Ilfb. "a court in a corner of a court; and a court

in a corner of a court."
' After Mi.slinah Middotli, ii. §. 5; these small court.'i

in the corners of the outer main court were .spaced off

with walls, and had no roofs; a row of hearths went all

around tlicm, on which the sacrifices of a less degree of

sanctity were boiled.

" Philippson; but Zunz, "into the sea of the destroy-

ed (those token out of life) ; t. f. the men of Sodom and
UGO

reaching to the knees. Again he measured a
thousand (cul)its), and led me through, the

water reaching to the loins.

5 And he measured again a thousand (cu-

bits), it being a river that I could not wade
through ; for the water was increa.sed, being

water fit to swim in, a stream that could not

be waded through.

6 And he said unto me. Son of man, hast

thou seen this? Then did he lead me, and
caused me to return to the bank of the

stream.

7 Now when I returned, behold, there

were at the banks of the stream very many
trees on the one side and on the other.

8 Then said he unto me. These waters

issue out toward the eastern district, and go

down into the plain, and fixU into the sea, (the

waters) being" carried forth into the sea, so

that the waters shall be healed.

9 And it shall come to pass, that every thing

that liveth, which movcth, whithersoever the

double-stream'' shall come, shall live: and
the fish shall be (therein) in great abun-

dance; for when this water shall have come
thither, (the waters of the sea) shall be heal-

ed, and every thing shall live whither the

stream cometh.

10 And it shall come to pass, that the

fishei's shall stand by it; from 'En-gedi even
unto 'En-'eglayim, there shall be places for

the spreading out of nets ; after their various

kinds shall the fish thereof be, like the fish

of the great sea, exceedingly many.
11 But its swamps and its lagoons shall

not be healed, for (the production of) salt

are they destined.

12 And by the stream ujwn its banks, on
this side and on that side, shall grow all

kinds of trees for food, the leaves of which
shall not fade, and the fruit of which shall

not come to an end, every month shall they

bring forth new ripe fruit; becau.se its water

is that which issueth out of the sanctuary

;

vicinity. Kashi, " into the ocean which i.s separated from

the habitable land."
^ Zunz, after Rashi, who supposes that the stream will

divide it.-ielf into many branches, one falling in the lake

of Tiberi.a.s, one in the Dead Sea, and another in the Me-

diterranean. I'hilippson, simply, "the strong stream."

The healing of the water spoken of refers to the Dead

Sea, where no animal can now live, ns even fish carried

down by the Jordan immediately perish.
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and their fruit shall serve for food, and their

leaves for remedies.

13 T[ Thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

This shall be the boundary, whereby ye shall

divide out the land unto the twelve tribes of

Israel : Joseph shall have two portions.

14 And ye shall inherit it, every one like

the other, (the land) concerning which I lift-

ed up my hand to give it unto your fathers

:

and this land shall fall unto you for an in-

heritance.

15 And this shall be the boundary of the

land : on the north side, from, the great sea,

the road to Chethlon, as far as to Zedad;

16 Chamath, Berothah, Sibrayim, which

is between the boundary of Damascus and

the boundary of Chamath ; Chazar-hattichon,

which is by the boundary of Chavran.*

17 And the boundary shall be from the

sea to Chazar-'enon, the boundary of Damas-
cus, and the northern part** on the north, and

the boundary of Chamath. And this is the

north side.

18 And the east side shall ye measure be-

tween Chavran, and Damascus (on the one

side), and between Gil'ad, and the land of

Israel (on the other side) by the Jordan,

from the (north) 'boundary unto the east sea.

And this is the east side.

19 And the south side, on the south, from
Thamar even to the waters of contention at

Kadesh, toward the brook (flowing) into the

great sea. And this is the south side on the

south.

20 And the west side shall be the great

sea from the (southern) boundary, as far as

straight up to Chamath. This is the west
side.

21 And ye shall divide this land among
yourselves according to the tribes of Israel.

22 And it shall come to pass, that ye shall

divide it by lot for an inheritance among your-

selves, and to the strangers that sojourn in the

midst of you, who shall have begotten chil-

dren in the midst of you ; and they shall be

unto you as the native born among the chil-

dren of Israel ; with j-ou shall they obtain an in-

heritance in the midst of the tribes of Israel.

23 And it shall come to pass, that in what-

* i. e. Hauran, a district in tbe north-cast of Palestine,'

afterward Auranitis.
' Zunz renders pay "Zaphon," as though it were the

ever tribe the stranger sojoumeth, there shall

ye give him his inheritance, saith the Lord

Eternal.

CHAPTER XLVIII.

1 ^ Now these are the names of the

tribes : at the edge, on the north side along

the road on the way Chethlon, as far as Cha-

math, Chazar-'enan, the boundary of Damas-
cus northwai'd, alongside of Chamath ; there

shall be from the east side to the west for

Dan one portion.

2 And by the boundary of Dan, from the

east side unto the west side, for Asher one

portion.

3 And by the boundary of Asher, from the

east side even unto the west side, for Naph-
tali one portion.

4 And by the boundary of Naphtali, from

the east side unto the west side, for Menas-

seh one portion.

5 And by the boundary of Menasseh, from

the east side unto the west side, for Ephraim
one portion.

6 And by the boundary of Ephraim, from

the east side even unto the west side, for

•Reuben one portion.

7 And by the boundary of Reiiben, from

the east side even unto the west side, for Ju-

dah one portion.

8 And by the boundary of Judah, from

the east side unto the west side, shall be the

oblation which ye shall set aside of five and

twenty thousand rods in breadth, and in

lepgth as one of the other parts, from the

east side unto the west side: and the sanc-

tuary shall be in the midst of it.

9 The oblation that ye shall set aside unto

the Lord shall be in length five and twenty

thousand (rods), and in breadth ten thou-

sand.

10 And to these shall belong the holy obla-

tion,— namely to the priests, toward the

north, five and twenty thousand rods (in

length), and on the west ten thousand in

breadth, and on the east ten thousand in

breadth, and on the south five and twenty

thousand in length : and the sanctuary of the

Lord shall be in the midst of it.

name of a place; but it may also, as rendered here, sim-

ply denote the well-defined north boundary-line spoken

of by Moses.
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11 Unto tlio priest?, thfit aro sanctified,"

of the sons of Zadok, who liave kept m}-

charge, wlio went not astraj' when the cliii-

dren of Israel went astray, as the Levites

went astray.

12 To them shoU thus belong the portion

set aside of the obiation as a most holy thing

by the bi>undary of the Levitcs.

13 And the Levites shall have alongside

the boundar}' of the priests five and twenty
thousand rods in length, and ia breadth ten

thousand, the whtjle in length five and twenty
thousand, and in breadth ten thousand.

14 But they shall not sell aught thereof,

or exchange, or alienate this first portion of

the land; for it is holy unto the Lord.

15 And the five thousand rods, that are

left in the breadth with a length'' of five and
twenty thousand, shall be an unconsecrated

land for the city, for dwelling, and for an
open space; and the city shall be in the

midst thereof"

IG And these shall be its measures: the

north side four thousand and five hundred
(rods), and the south side four thousand and
five hundred, and on the east side four thou-

sand and five hundred, and the west side four

thou.sand and five hundred.

17 And the open space of the city shall be

toward the north two hundred and fifty (rods),

and toward the south two hundred and fifty,

and toward the east two hundred and fifty,

and toward the west two hundred and fifty.

18 And the produce of the residue in

length alongside the holy oblation ten thou-

sand rods eastward, and ten thousand west-

ward, that Avliich is alongside the holy obla-

tion, shall be for food unto the labourers'* of

the city

;

•Jonathan; but Rashi supplies before lyipan the

word phn " the sanetilieJ portion shall belong to the

priests of the sons of ZaJok."

'Rashi. Lit. "in front." .»

" The holy oblation of 25,000 square rods, or nearly

fifty square miles, was divided into three parts from north

to south; a portion on the north of 10,0U0 rods in width,

and '25,000 in length, for the priests, in the midst of

which was the sanctuary or temple, surrounded by a wall

500 rods scjuare; next to this another portion of the

same dimensions for the Levites, (v. 13, 14.); and on

the south another portion of the same length, but only

5000 rods in breadtli, for the city, (v. 15). The city

was situated in the midst of this portion, being 4500
rods, or about nine miles square, having an open space

of 250 rods, or about half a mile, on each side, (v. 17,)
052

19 And the labourers of tlie cit}', men
taken out of ail the tribes of Israel, shall

till'' it.

20 All the oblation, five and twenty thou-

sand (rods) by five and twenty thousajid

(square), shall ye set apart as the holy obla-

tion, \tirh the possession' of the city.

21 And the residue shall belong to the

prince, on the one side and on the other of

the holy oblation, and of the possession of the

city, alongside tlie five and twenty thousand
of the oblation toward the eastern boundary,

and westward alongside the five and twenty
thousand toward the western boundary-, along-

side the portions (of the tribes) ; for the prince

shall it be : and so shall be the holy oblation

;

and the sanctuary of the house shall be in

the midst thereof

22 And both the possession of the Levites,

and the pos.session of the city, shall be in

the midst of that which belongeth to the

prince; between the boundary of Judah and
the boundary of Benjamin, shall be for the

prince.

23 As for the rest of the tribes, from the

east side unto the west side, shall be for Ben-
jamin one portion.

24 And by the boundary of Benjamin,
from the east side unto the west side, for

Simeon one portion.

25 And by the boundary of Simeon, from
the east side unto the west side, for Lisachar

one portion.

2(3 And by the boundary of Issachar, from
the east side unto the west side, for Zebulun
one portion.

27 And by the boundary of Zebulun, frorn

the east side unto the west side, for Gad one
portion.

leaving 10,000 rods, or nearly 10 miles on the cast side,

and the same on the west side, for the prolit of those who
serve the city out of all the tribes, (v. IS, 19.) On the

east and west sides of this square of 25,000 rods, is the

portion of the prince; each of which, estimating the

breadth of the land at 150 miles, would form a square of

50 miles.
'' Who these labourers or servants are is not very appa-

rent. Rashi thinks they are a .sort of Gib'onitcs, hewers

of wood and drawers of water; Rcdak, those who are in

Jerusalem, as representatives of all the tribes; but I'hi-

lippson, soldiers, watehmen, and others connected with

the public functions of government.
• Zuuz, " And as labourers in the city shall people

taken out of all the tribes of Israel perform service."

' Rashi, "circumference."
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28 And by the boundary of Gad, on the

southern side toward the south, shall be the

boundary from Thaniar unto tlie waters of

contention of Kadesh, unto the brook by the

Great Sea.

29 This is the land which ye shall divide

by lot for an inheritance to the tribes of Is-

rael, and these are their allotted divisions,

saith the Lord Eternal.

30 T[ And these are the outlines* of the

city: on the north side, four hundred and
four thousand rods, by the measure;

31 And of the gates of the city, being after

the names of the tribes of Israel, shall be
three gates on the north ; the gate of Reuben
one, the gate of Judah one, the gate of Levi
one.

' Rashi, "gates," or the means of egress; literally,

"the goings out."
'' An appellation signifying the constant presence of

32 And on the east side five hundred and
four thousand rods, with three gates; namely,

the gate of Joseph one, the gate of Benjamin
one, the gate of Dan one.

33 And the south side five hundred and
four thousand rods, by the measure, with
three gates; the gate of Simeon one, the

gate of Issachar one, the gate of Zebulun
one.

34 The west side five hundred and four

thousand rods, with their three gates; the

gate of Gad one, the gate of Asher one, the

gate of Naphtali one.

35 All around it shall be eighteen thou-

sand rods; and the name of the city shall be

from that day " The Lord is there."''

God's glory in the renewed sanctuary in the never to be
destroyed city ; so do Isaiah (Ix. 14) and Jeremiah
(xxxiii. 16) apply new names to Jerusalem.
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THE

TWELVE MINOR PROPHETS,

THE PROPHECY OF HOSEA,

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The word of the Lord that came unto

Rosea" the son of Beeri, in the days of 'Uz-

ziyah, Jotham, Achaz, (and) Hezekiah, the

kings of Judah, and in the days of Jerobo'am

the son of JoiLsh the king of Israel.

2 The beginning of the word of the Lord
by Hosea was, tliat the Lord said to Hosea,

Go, take unto thee a wife of prostitution'' and
children of prostitution; for the (inhabitants

of the) land go far astray, departing from the

Lord.

3 So he went and took Gomer the daugh-

ter of Diblayim ; and she conceived and bore

him a son.

4 And the Lord said unto him. Call his

name Yizre'el;° for but yet a little while,

when I will visit the blood of Yizre'eV upon
the house of Jehu, and I will cause to cease

the kingdom of the house of Israel.

5 And it shiiU come to pass on that day,

that I will break the bow of Israel in the

valley of Yizre'el.

• Correctly, Huxha.
' Jonathan cxplaius this allegorically, "prophesy

against the iuhubilants of the city which worshippcth

idols who yet add to their sin." Ahen Ezra and Kara-

bam regard the whole as a vision. Others, however, take

it literally. "The children of prostitution," however,

only indicates those born of a woman of bad reputation,

although at the time they .saw the light she was a law-

ful wife, and they were born in wedlock. But whether a

vision or actual occurrence, the prophet was to prefigurate

thereby first the rejection, and then the reespousal of Is-

rael to (Jod.

" After the city of the name where some of the kings
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6 And she conceived again, and bore a

daughter; and he said unto him, Call her

name Lo-ruchamah [not finding mercy]; for

I will not farther have any more mercy upon
the house of Israel; but I will give them
their full recompense.^

7 But upon the house of Judah will I have
mercy, and I will save them through the

Lord their God, and I will not save them by
the bow, or by the sword, or by battle, by
horses, or by horsemen.

8 Now when she had weaned Lo-rucha-

mah, she conceived, and bore a son.

9 Then said he, Call his name Lo-'ammi

[not my people] ; for yc are not ni}' people,

and I will indeed not be unto you (a

God).

CHAPTER II.'

1 ^ Yet the number of the children of Is-

rael shall (once) be like the sand of the sea,

which cainiot be measured nor numbered;
and it shall come to pass, that instead that

people say of them, Ye are not my people

of Israci resided and committed their crimes. Jonathan

renders the )iamo, "driving out," taking it literally,

"God will scatter."

* Jonathan, " the blood of the house of Achab, whom
Jehu slew at Yizre'el, because they had served Ba'al,

where he afterward went and worshipped the calves in

Beth-el, wherefore I regard it as innocent blood against

the house of Jehu."
° Rashi. Jonathan, "but if they repent, I will forgive

them." Aben Ezra, "I will carry them away." lledak,

"I will bring unto them the enemy."
' In the English version, chapter ii. commences at

verse 3.
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[Lo'ammi], they shall call them, The sons

of the living God.

2 Then shall the children of Judah and
the children of Israel be gathered together,

and they will appoint for themselves one
head, and they shall go up out of the land

;

for great shall be the day of Yizre'el."

3 Call ye your brothers, 'Animi [my peo-

ple] ; and your sisters, Ruchamah [that hath
obtained mercy].

4 Contend with your mother, contend; for

she is not my wife, and I am not her hus-

band; but let her put away her pi'ostitution

fi'om her face, and her adulteries from be-

tween her bi'easts;

5 Lest I strip her naked, and set her, as

on the day that she was born, and make her
as a wilderness, and render her like a dry
land, and let her die with thirst.

6 And upon her children will I not have
mercy; for they are childi-en of prostitution;

7 For their mother hath played the hai'-

lot; she that conceived them hath done
shamefully; for she said, I will go after my
lovers, that give me my bread and my water,

my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.

8 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thj-

wa}^ with thorns, and I will close it up with
a fence, that she shall not find her paths.

9 And she will make pursuit after her
lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and
she will seek them, but shall not find them

:

then will she say, I will go and return to my
first husband; for it was better with me then
than now.

10 But she indeed did not acknowledge,
that it was I that had given her the corn, and
the wine, and the oil, and multiplied for her
silver and gold, which they devoted for Ba'al.

11 Therefore will I turn back,*" and take
away my corn in its time, and my wine in its

season, and I will snatch away my wool and
my flax, (given) to cover her nakedness.

12 And now Avill I lay open her disgrace

before the eyes of her lovers, and no man
shall deliver her out of my hand.

• Johlson, "when God soweth."
•• Johlson, "will I resume my corn," &c.
" llashi, "the depth of the exile, where they are now

grieved, will I give her as a door for hope, the beginning
of hope; because out of the midst of these troubles will

she take to heart to return unto me."
^ e>'t< ish. "husband," hy2 ba'al, "master," also allud-

13 And I will cause to cease all her mirth,

her festival, her new-moon, and her sabbath,

and all her appointed feasts.

14 And I will make desolate her vine and
her fig-tree, whereof she hath said, These are

my reward which my lovers have given me

:

and I will change them into a forest, and the

beasts of the field shall devour them.
15 And I will visit upon her the days of

the Baalim, to which she used to burn in-

cense, when she decked herself with her ear-

rings and her jewels, and went after her

lovers, and me she forgot, saith the Lord.

16 Therefore, behold, will I allure her,

and lead her forth into the Avilderness, and I

will speak comfortingly unto her heart.

17 And I will give her (again) her vine-

yards from there, and the valley of 'Achor
[sorrow]" as an entrance for hope; and she
shall sing there, as in the days of her youth,

and as on the day of her coming up out of

the land of Egypt.

18 ^ And it shall happen at that da}^, saith

the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi* [my
husband] ; and shalt not call me any more
Ba'ali [my lord].

19 For I will remove the names of the

Ba'alim out of her mouth, and they shall no
more be mentioned by their name.

20 And I will make for them a covenant
on that day with the beasts of the field, and
with the fowls of the heaven, and with the

creeping things of the ground : and bow, and
sword, and war I will break awa}' out of the

land, and I will cause them to lie down in

safety.

21 And I will betroth thee unto me for

ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in

righteousness, and in justice, and in loving-

kindness, and in mercy.
22 And I will betroth thee unto me in

faithfulness ; and thou shalt know the Lord.

23 Tl And it shall come to pass on that

day, that I will answer prayer, saith the

Lord, I will answer the heavens, and they

shall answer" the earth;

ing to the names of the various idols of the West Asiatics,

which shall never be worshipped any more.
' ('. r. As though the heavens were to ask of God that

they might give rain, in answer to the petition of the

earth, &c. Rashi here explains Yizre'el "the children

of the exile, who were scattered but are now re-

turned."
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24 And the earth shall answer the corn,

and the wine, and the oil; and thej shall

answer Yizrc'el.

2-5 And I will sow her for me in the land;

and I will have mercy upon "her that had

not obtained mercy" [Lo-ruchamah] ; and I

will say to those who were "not my people"

[Lo-'ammi], Thou art my people; and they

shall say, Thou art my God.

CHAPTER III.

1 T[ Then said the Lord unto me, Go once

more, love a woman beloved of her husband,

yet committin,!^ adultery; like the love of the

Lord toward the children of Israel, who turn

themselves after other gods, and love flagons

of Avine."

2 So I bought me such a one for fifteen

pieces of silver, and for a chomer of barley,

and half a chomer'' of barley.

3 And I said unto her, Many days shalt

thou abide (true) for me; thou shalt not

play the harlot, and thou shalt not belong to

any man, and so will I also be toward

thee."

4 For many days shall the children of Is-

rael abide without a king, and without a

prince, and without a sacrifice, and without a

standing image, and without an cphod, and

without therapliim."*

5 After that will the children of Israel re-

turn, and seek for the Lord their God, and

David their king; and fearing will they

hasten to the Lord and to his goodness in

the latter days.

CHAPTER IV.

1 T[ Hear the word of the Lord, ye chil-

dren of Israel; for the Lord hath a contro-

versy with the inhabitants of the land, be-

* Pliilippsnn, after fhn Srptuagint, "cakps of raisins,"

which are .«aid to have been frequently used at idolatrous

ceremonies.
» Heb. "Ictheeh."
" After Aben Ezra and llcdak, taking sSl as belonginji

also to the last part of the sentence; but Jonathan, "And
I also will in future have mercy tipon you."

* The prophet describes here exactly our present slate,

a.<; it has also been for many centuries—neither altar of

God nor idolatry, no con.sulting by the true priests nor by

idols : while we still adhere to the Lord notwithstanding

our sins.

*
i'. r. The blood of one murdered person touches that

of another. Others, however, "they heap one blood-

guiltiness on tlic other."
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cause there is no truth, nor kindness, nor

knowledge of God in the land.

2 There is false swearing, and l3'ing. and
murdering, and stealing, and committing

adultery; they break the bounds, and blood

toucheth on blood."

3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and
every one that dwelleth therein shall lan-

guish, wnth the beasts of the field, and with

the fowls of the heaven; yea, also the fishes

of the sea shall perish.

4 Yet let no man strive, let no man re-

prove another; and thy people are conten-

tious equally with the priest.'

5 Therefore shalt thou stumble in the day-

time, and the prophet also shall stimible with"

thee in the night; and I will destroy thy

mother.**

6 My people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge; because thou hast rejected know-

ledge, so will I also reject thee, that thou shalt

not be a priest to me; and as thou hast for-

gotten the law of thy God, so will I m3-self

also forget thy children.

7 The more they increased, the more did

they sin against me : therefore will I change

their glory into shame.

8 The sin-offering of my people do they

eat, and for their iniciuity doth the soul of

each one of them long."

9 Therefore shall the same befall both

people and priest: and I will ptmish every

one of them for his ways, and recompense

every one for his doings.

10 And they will eat, and shall not be sa-

tisfied; they will commit levrdness, and they

shall not increase; because the Lord have

they forsaken (not) keeping (his law).

11 Lewdness and wine and new wine take

away the heart."'

' Philippson, "both thy people and the priests are op-

ponents (of God)." Zunz, "for both thy people and the

priest arc deserving blame." Rashi, and after him Johl-

son, "thy people contend with the priests." Jonathan,

"with their teacher." Redak, "and now thy people can

reprove the priest, who is as bad as they are." Others,

"like Korah, who cnnten<led about the priesthood."

' Jonathan, "the j)rophcts that are with thee."

" I. e. The entire people, as they shall be scattered.

'
I. €. They care nothing bow much wrong be done, so

that they only get sacrifices brought to the temple as their

perquisites.
' Meaning, idolatry and drunkenness, with the indul-

gence of the passions, deprive Israel of their reason ; true

wisdom being only found in obedience to God.



HOSEA IV. V.

12 My people ask counsel of their stick of

wood, and their staff shall tell them (the fu-

ture) ; for the spirit of lewdness hath caused

them to err, and they are gone astray unfaith-

ful to their God.

13 Upon the tops of the mountains do they

sacrifice, and upon the hills burn they in-

cense, under oaks and poplars and terebinths,

because their shadow is good; therefore will

your daughters play the harlot, and your
daughters-in-law will commit adultery.

14 I cannot inflict punishment on your
daughters when they play the harlot, nor on
your daughters-in-law when they commit
adultery; for they themselves associate with
lewd women, and with harlots do they sacri-

fice: and so doth the people that doth not

understand stumble.*

15 Yet though thou play the harlot,

Israel, let not Judah offend; and come not

ye unto Gilgal,*" nor go ye up to Betli-aven,

nor swear. As the Lord liveth.

16 For like an untamable cow is Israel

disobedient: now would the Lord have fed

them as a sheep in a wide pasture.*^

17 Ephraim is bound to idols: let him
alone.

18 Their drinking bout will come to an end;
while they are so often guilty of lewdness, their

rulers love, prepare themselves but shame.
19 The wind seizeth fast on them with its

wings, and they shall be ashamed because of

their sacrifices.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ Hear this, O ye priests; and listen

well, ye house of Israel ; and give ye ear,

O house of the king; for the punishment
threateneth'' you, because ye have been a

snare on Mizpah, and a net spread out upon
Thabor.

2 And for murdering they who had re-

belled (against God) concealed themselves"

* Kedak. Rashi, "shall falter and meet its punish-

ment." Septuagint and Aben Ezra, "lose its rea-

son."
^ i. e. The people of Judah are warned not to go to the

places where the golden calves are worshipped. Befh-

aven, "the house of wickedness," instead oi Beth-el, "the
house of God." And even to swear by the Lord with

the idolaters is prohibited, because they swore falsely.

(Jer. V. 2.)
° After Redak, meaning, had they been obedient, God

would have shown them much goodness. Rashi, how-
4 H

in deep places; but I will inflict correction

on them all.

3 I well know Ephraim, and Israel is not

hidden from me; for now, Ephraim, hast

thou played the harlot, (and) Israel is defiled.

4 Their doings will not permit them to re-

tux'n unto their God; for the spirit of lewd-

ness is in their bosom, and the Lord they

have not known.
5 Therefore shall the pride of Israel be

humbled before his face; and Israel and
Ephrami shall stumble in their iniquity;

Judah also shall stumble with them.

With their flocks*^ aqd with their herds

will they go to seek the Lord; but they shall

not find him; he hath withdrawn himself

from them.
7 Against the Lord have they dealt treach-

erously; for strange children have they be-

gotten: now shall one month devour them
together with their possessions.

8 ][ Blow ye the cornet in Gib'ah, the

trumpet in Ramah : blow the alarm at Beth-

aven, (The enemy is) after thee, Benja-

min.

9 Ephraim shall be made desolate on the

day of chastisement : among the tribes of Is-

rael had I made known that which is true.

10 The princes of Judah were like those

that remove the landmark : my wrath, there-

fore, will I pour out upon them like water.

11 Oppressed is Ephraim, broken through

punishment, because he willingly walked af-

ter the commandment (of false prophets).''

12 But like the moth became I unto

Ephraim, and like rottenness to the house

of Judah.!-

13 Then saw Ephraim his sickness, and Ju-

dah his wound, and Ephraim went to Asshur,

and (the other) sent to the king that should

contend [Jareb] ; but he will never be able to

heal 3-ou, nor remove from you your wound.

14 For I am as a lion unto Ephraim, and

ever, "Now will the Lord feed them sparingly, like a

sheep that hath to pick up its food in a large pasture

where little groweth."
'' Rashi. Jonathan, "for yours it was to know the

law, but," &c.
° Aben Ezra supplies, "their nets," instead of "them-

selves."
' Rashi explains, "with their sacrifices."

* Rashi.
" " The worm that eateth the tree and grindeth it up."

—Rashi.
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as a young lion to the house of Judah; T,

even I mvsoU' will tear in pieces and go

away; I will bear awa}-, and none shall de-

liver.

15 I Avill go (from here, and) return to

my place, till they acknowledge their guilt.

and seek my presence : in their aflliction will

they seek" for ine.

CHAPTER VI.

1 "Come, and let us return unto the Loed;

for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he

hath smitten, and he will bind up our

wounds.
2 He will revive us after two days; on the

third day he will raise us up, and we shall

live in his presence.

3 And let us feel it that we may strive to

know the Lord; bright as the morning-dawn
is liis rising; and he will come as the rain

unto us, as the latter rain that maketh fruit-

ful the earth."

4 What shall I do unto thee, Ephraim?
what shall I do unto thee, Judah? for your

piety is as a morning cloud, and as the early

dew that passeth nway.

5 Thoref(ne did I hew (them) down by

means of the prophets; I slew them by the

words of my mouth : and thy punishments*

go forth like the light.

6 For piety I desired, and not sacrifice;

and the knowledge of God, more than burnt-

offerings.

7 But they, like an ordinary man, have
transgres.sed the covenant: there" have tliey

dealt treacherously against me.

8 Gil'ad is become a city of workers of

wickedness, is full of traces'* of blood.

9 And as troops that lie in wait for a man,
80 is the band of priests, they murder on the

way in uni.son;" for they commit scandalous

deeds.

' Jonuthan, " will tlicy dcsiro my fear."

'Jonathan, "my decree (i.e. over thee) gnotli forth

like the light." llaslii, however, "Low could 1 favour

you agninst the punishment?"
° i. e.. In their good land given them by God.
* A.S though it were marked with the heels besmeared

vritli the frosh blood through which they walked. Itashi,

freely, "full of thoRc who lie in wait to murder."
• Others, "on the road to Shcchcm (a city of refuge)

do they commit murder."
' Philippson. Kashi, "will a time of punishment bo

prepared, because I desired to bring them back by ad-

monishing them from their backsliding."
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10 On the house of Israel have I seen a

horrible thing: there is lewdne.s.i in Ephraim,

Israel is become defiled.

11 Also for thee, Judah, will a harvest

be prepared' when I bring back the captivity

of my people.

CHAPTER VII.

1 T[ Should I desire to heal Israel, then

would the iniquity of Ephraim and the wick-

edness of Samaria be laid open; for they com-

mit falsehood; and the thief entereth (secret-

ly) and the band of robbers is spread abroad

without.

2 And they never think in their own
heart that I remember all their wickedness:

though now their own doings are all round

about them; before my face are they present.

3 With their wickedness they make the

king glad, and with their lies the princes.

4 They are all adulterers, as an oven well

heated by the baker; (when) he that stirreth

(the fire) resteth awhile from kneading the

dough, until it be leavened.

5 On the day of our king ('s entering on his

rule) the princes ai'e made sick with the

fumes of wine; (the king)'^ joineth his hand

with scorners.

6 For they make ready their heart for

their tricky deeds, like the oven, the baker

whereof sleepeth all the night; while in the

morning it gloweth as a flaming fire.''

7 They are all hot as an oven, and they

devour their judges; all their kings arc fallen :

there is none among them that calleth unto

me.
8 Ephraim mixeth himself indeed among

the nations; Ephraim is a cake not turned.'

9 Strangers devour his strength, and he

knoweth it not : yea, gray hairs are sprinkled

about on his (liead), yet he knoweth not.

10 And humbled was the pride of Israel

* Rashi, "he withJrawcth hi.s hand from the good to join

the sconicrs." I'hilippsou makes "wine"' the nominative

to the verb, and translates, " which through its power draw-

eth forth the scorners;" i. e. when drunk with wine they

will give utterance to their hitherto secret scornfulncsa.

" The fuel is placed in the oven, and when the time

comes, it is ready for baking, though the baker have

slept in the mean while; so is it with the people, during

the night they reflect in secret on the crimes they are to

commit during the day, and then they arc ready to follow

their evil inclinations.

' Redak, "burnt on one, and not done on the other

side." Jonathan, "eaten up before it was turned."
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before his own foce; but they did not return

to the Lord their God, and sought him not,

notwithstanding all this.

11 And Ephraini is become like a silly

dove without understanding: Egjpt did they

call hither, to Assyria did they go.

12 As they go, so will I spread out my net

over them; as the fowls of the heaven will I

bring them down; I will chastise them, as

it hath been announced to their congrega-

tion.

13 Wo unto them! for they have fled from

me; destruction shall come uuto them, be-

cause they have transgressed against me

:

though I desii'ed to redeem them, they yet

spoke lies against me.
14 And they cried not unto me with their

heart, when they howled upon their beds:

for corn and new wine they assemble" them-

selves, and they rebel against me.
1-5 And I desired to instruct and to strength-

en their arms; yet would they devise evil

against me.
16 They never return upward ;** they are

like a deceitful bow; by the sword shall

their princes fall because of the rage of their

tongue: this shall be their derision in the

land of Eg3pt.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 Set the cornet to thy mouth. (Let" the

enemy come) like the eagle against the house

of the Lord; because they have transgressed

my covenant, and against my law have they

trespassed.

2 To me will they then cry, My God, we,

Israel, know thee.

3 (But) Israel did reject the good :'' so let

the enemy pursue him.

4 They set up kings, but not by my
advice; they chose princes, and I knew it

' Philippson, "they rave about corn and new wine."
" Rasiii, "they returned to Egypt without any benefit."

Ecdak, "to the Most High."
•= Rashi; but Redak, "Let the cornet be blown, be-

cause the enemy cometh."
''

/. f. Grod who is good; so Aben Ezra. Others, "Is-

rael cast off his happiness."

"Redak; but Rashi, "that their wealth may be
wasted."

' Rashi.

* ('. e. The calves of Jerobo'ani were Israel's handi-

work, made by an artisan, consequently not able to help

themsflves nor their worshippers.
" Philippson ; meaning, Israel was destined to dwell

not: of their .silver and their gold have they

made themselves idols, so that they" will be

cut off.

5 Thy calf, Samaria, hath caused thy
rejection:' my anger is kindled against them:
how long will it be that they cannot cleanse

themselves?

6 For from Israel did also that (idol)

spring;^ an artisan made it, and no God is it:

so then shall it become broken in splinters

—

that calf of Samaria.

7 For the wind do they sow, and the whirl-

wind shall they reap : (their seed) bringeth

no standing corn; the plant yieldeth no meal;
but should it yield it, strangers would swal-

low it up.

8 Swallowed up is Israel: now are they
among the nations as a vessel without any
value.

9 For they are needs gone up to Assyria,

they who like a wild ass should dwell alone:''

Ephraim spendeth lovers' gifts.

10 But even though they should spend
gifts .among the nations, now will I gather

them, and they shall be humbled' a little

through the burden of the king of princes.

11 Because Ephraim hath multiplied altara

to sin, the altars have been unto him the

means of sinning.

12 I ever wrote down for him the great

things of my law; but as a strange thing are

they accounted.

13 My sacrificial offerings they slay as

common flesh that they may eat it;'' the Lord
accepteth them not in favour; now will he
remember their iniquity, and visit their sins;

they shall return to Egj'pt.

14 For Israel forgot his Maker, and built

palaces; and Judah multiplied fortified cities;

but I will send a fire among his cities, and it

shall devour their fine edifices.

alone and not mingle with the nations; and now they

sent to Assyria for aid. But Ras-hi, '' they are made like

the wild ass that goeth alone, snuffing the wind, roaming

from place to place."
' Rashi, from SSn, "to profane," hence, "to lower;"

but Aben Ezra, "they shall commence (to complain) be-

cause of the burden of king and princes."
'' Rashi, " the sacrifices of my burnt-offerings which

tbcy burn before me on the fire which is on my altar,

what do I require this for? let them slay them for them-
selves as flesh, that they may cat them; for I have no
pleasure in them." The translation here adopted m^ans,

that they bring indeed sacrifices, but not from a pure mo-
tive, only to have a merry-making and to eat the flesh.

6o9
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CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ Rejoice not, Israel, for gladness, as

other people; for thou art gone astray, un-

faithful to thy God, thou hast loved the

wages of sin upon every corn-filled threshing-

floor.

2 The threshing-floor and the wine-press

shall not feed them, and the new wine shall

deceive them."

3 They shall not dwell in the land of the

Lord; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt,

and in Assyria will they eat unclean things.

4 They shall not pour out wine to the

Lord, and (their offerings) shall not be pleas-

ing unto him ; their sacrifices shall be unto

them as the bread of mourners; all that eat

thereof shall be polluted; for this their food

can only be for them.selves,'' it shall not come
into the house of the Lord.

5 What will ye do on the day of the ap-

pointed festival, and on the day of the feast

of the Lord?
6 For, lo, they are gone forth because of

the desolation; Egypt will gather them up,

Moph will bury them : the pleasant chambers
for their silver,—these shall nettles take pos-

session of; thorns shall (grow) in their tents.

7 Come are the days of the visitation, come
are the days of recompense; this shall Ls-

rael experience : a fool was the prophet, mad
the inspired man, because of the greatness of

thy iniejuity, and the great hatefulness.

8 The watchman of Ephraim with my
God," the prophet was a snare of the fowler

on all his ways, a hateful thing in the house

of his god.

9 They are deeply corrupt, as in the days

of Gib'ah; he will remember their iniquity,

he will visit their sins.

10 Tf Like grapes in the wilderness had I
j

found Israel ; as the first ripe fruit on the fig-

tree in the first of the season had I seen your
i

fathers ; but they too went to Ba'al-pe'or, and
;

devoted themselves unto that shameful idol;!

and became'" abominations as tho.se they
loved.

11 As for Ephraim, their glor}' shall fly

away like a bird; there is no more birth, and
no pregnancy, and no conception.

12 But though they were to bring up their

children, yet w-ould I bereave them, that

there should be no man: yea, wo also to

themselves when I depart from them

!

13 Ephraim, as I have seen him like Tyre,

planted in a pleasant meadow,—yet this

Ephraim shall lead forth to the murderer
his children.

14 Give them, Lord, what thou wilt

'give! give them a miscarrying womb and
dried-up breasts.

15 All their wickedness is in Gilgal; for

there I (learnt to) hate them; for the wick-

edness of their doings will I drive them out

of ni}' house; I will love them no farther; all

their princes are rebels.

16 Smitten is Ephraim, their root is dried

up, it shall bear no fruit; yea. though they

should bring forth, yet Avould I slay the be-

loved fruit of their body.

17 My God will reject them, because they

did not hearken unto him : and they shall be

wanderers among the nations.

CHAPTER X.

1 •[[ An emptied vine is Israel ; how should"

he bring forth fruit for himself? the more
numerous Avas his fruit the more he increased

the altars ; the more ])rosperous -was his land,

the more they made goodly images.

2 Their heart is divided; now shall they

bear their guilt: this will break down their

altars, will devastate their statues.

3 For now will they say, We have' no

king; because we fear not the Lord; and

the king—what can he do for us?

4 They have spoken vain words, swearing

f^ilsely in nuiking a covenant : therefore

springeth up the ])iniishment as poi.'^on in

the furrows of the field.

* t. e Not yield what \s expected.
^ Zunz, "for their bread slioiild be for their hunger."
° Zunz; but Rashi, " Kphraim set themselves up their

own priijihets, who draw them to their idols, an<l for tlie

true prophets the}' l;iy a snare." Jolilson, " Kpiiraim

looketh after oracle, near my God : the prophet is to him
a fowler's snare on all his ways, an offence in the house of

his god."
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^ Ra.shi, "when they loved the daughters of Moiib."
" Redak. Others, "his fruit is deception like hira-

.self." I'hilippson, after the Septuagint, "A rank vine

is Israel; it bearcth fruit," &c. Rashi, "Israel is like

tlie vine that droppeth all its good fruit."

I

' Philippson, " We will have no king;" but Rashi, " We
have no king; for him whom wc have appointed over us

I

to fight our battles, &c., availcth us nothing."
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5 For the calves of Betli-aven are terrified

the inhabitants of Samaria: yea, the people

thereof mourn over them, and also its false

priests that rejoiced over them, for its glory,

because it is departed from it.

6 Also this" shall be carried unto Assyria

for a present to the contentious'' king:

Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel

shall be ashamed because of his own counsel.

7 As for Samaria, her king shall vanish

like the foam upon the surface of the water.

8 And destroyed shall be the high-places

of Aven, (the cause of) the sin of Israel

:

the thorn and the thistle shall gi'ow upon
their altars: and they shall say to the

mountains. Cover us; and to the hills, Fall

upon us.

9 T[ More" than in the days of Gib'ah hast

thou sinned, Israel! there they stood; and
the battle in Gib'ah against the children of

wickedness did not overtake them.
10 (But now) after my desire will I chas-

tise them; and the people shall be gathered

against them, when they harness them (for

labour) in their two furrows.

11 And Ephraim is as a well-taught*

heifer that loveth to tread out the corn; and
I passed over^ her fair neck ; now will I make
Ephraim draw the wagon, Judah shall plough,

and Jacob shall harrow the field (of the

enemy)

.

12 Sow then for yourselves after righteous-

ness, tliat you may reap (the fruit) of kind-

ness; cultivate your fallow field; for it is

time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain

righteousness down for you.

13 (But) ye have ploughed Avickedness,

iniquity have ye reaped, ye have eaten the

fruit of lies ; because thou didst trust in thy

* The golden calf.

'' Rashi, "this is Sennacherib." Others, "king Ja-

reb."
' Aben Ezra; but Rashi, "From the time of Gib'ah,"

&c.—" the same course they always pursued, therefore

they succeeded not in their battle at Gib'ah," &c. Zuuz,
"then they stood forward against the wicked whom the

war in Gib'ah could not overtake."
"* Rashi, "Broken in by blows of the goad;" meaning,

that notwithstanding much punishment the people still

love to indulge their pleasure, like a cow that is willing

to thresh out the corn that she may cat her fill at the

same time.

° Redak, "to put on a light yoke." Others, "now I

come with force over her fair nock."
' Rashi, "I was always drawing them with soft cords

own way, in the multitude of thy mighty
men:

14 Therefore shall a tumult arise among
thy people, and all tliy fortresses shall be

wasted, as Shalman devastated Beth-arbel on

the day of battle; (when) the mother was
dashed in pieces upon her children.

15 The like of this doth Beth-el procure

unto you because of your great wickedness;

in the early morning shall utterly pass away
the king of Israel.

CHAPTER XI.

1 When Israel was yet young, then I loved
him, and out of Egypt did I call my son.

2 The (prophets) called them; but the
more they went from them; unto the Ba'alim
would they sacrifice, and to the graven images
would they burn incense.

3 Yet I myself appointed a leader for

Ephraim, who took them up in his arms ; but
they would not acknowledge that I healed
them.

4 With human'^ cords I ever drew them
forward, with leading-strings of love: and I

was to them as those that lift= off the yoke
from their jaws, and I held out unto them
food.

5 He should not return unto the land of
Egypt; yet (now) is the Assyrian his king;
because they refused to repent.

6 And the sword shall tail on his cities,

and shall make an end of his boughs,*' and
consume them; because of their (evil) coun-
sels.

7 For my people are only bent on back-
sliding' from me ; and though upward" they
call them, they altogether Avill not elevate

themselves.

(leading-strings) as those by which a man drawcth his

son."

' Aben Ezra, "like those men who make high the

yoke of the heifer to lift it off from her jaws time after

time." Rashi adds, "so was I with them in all troubles

to make them lighter for them."
^ ZuQZ, "bolts," ;'. e. of the cities. Jonathan, "his

mighty ones;" but Aben Ezra, "the boughs," ;'. e. the

young people.
' Rashi, " My people hesitate about returning to me."
•^ Rashi, (as above, vii. IG,) "and to the good thing to

which the prophets call them they altogether will not
elevate themselves, and will not do it:" and so I'hilipp-

son; but Redak, "though to the Most High they call

them back, there is no one that will extol him ;"
/. e. they

refuse to follow the prophets to acknowledge God's power.
661
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8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?

how shall I .'jurremler thee, Israel? how shall

I make thee as Admah? how shall I change

thee as Zebo^-im? turned is my heart within

me, all my compassion is enkindled together.

9 I will not execute the fierceness of my
anger, I will not again" destroy Ephraim; for

God am I, and not man, the Holy One in the

midst of thee, and I will not come with an

enemy's hatred.

10 They shall follow after the Lord, when
he will roar like a lion ; for he will roar, and

the children shall hasten together from the

west

;

11 They shall hasten together as birds out

of Egypt, and as doves out of the land of As-

syria; and I will cause them to dwell in their

houses, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER XII."

1 ^ With lies hath Ephraim encompassed

me about, and with deceit the house of Is-

rael; but Judah yet ruletlf with God, and is

faithful to the Holy One.

2 Ephraim feedeth on wind, and pursueth

the east wind ; the whole day he increaseth

deceit and corruption ; and a covenant they

do make with Assyria, and oil is carried into

Egypt.
3 But with Judah also hath the Lord (to

hold) a controversy; and to punish Jacob ac-

cording to his ways; according to his doings

will he recompense him.

4 In the womb he took his brother by the

heel, and in his strength he strove with an

angel.

5 Yea, he strove with an angel, and pre-

vailed; he wept, and made supplication unto

him; in Beth-el'^ he should lind him, and

there he will speak with us.

6 And the Lohd God of hosts, the Eternal

Onk is his memorial."

7 Therefore do thou return to thy God;

• Zunz ; but Rashi, " I will not withdraw from my word

to," &c.
^ In the English version, chap. xii. commences at ver. 2.

° Others, "Judah also rangcth about near God (t. c.

worshippcth God and idols) and near the faithful Holy

One."
• No doubt alluding to the blessing Jacob obtained

from the ungel, (Gcti. xxxii. 27,) which was afterward

confirmed by God himself in the revelation at Bcth-el.

(7iiV/. XXXV. 9.)
• Riishi comments here that this means, as though God

bim.solf said, "as I was always, so am I now, and if you

keep goodness and justice, and wait on thy

God continu.ally.

8 But like a merchant, who hath the ba-

lances of deceit in his hand, loving to over-

reach,

9 Did Ephraim say, I am certainly become
rich, I have acquired substance unto myself:

it is all through my labours; they will find

no iniquity in me, that could be sin.

10 And I am the Lord thy God from the

land of Egypt, I will yet make thee dwell in

tents, as in the days of antiquity.'

11 And I have spoken through the pro-

phets, and I myself have multiplied visions,

and by the means of the prophets have I

spoken in similitudes.

12 If in Gil'ad there was misfortune, (it is

because) there was naught but idolatry- ;^ in

Gilgal they sacrificed bullocks (to idols)

:

their altars also are as stone-heaps on the

furrows of the fields.

13 And Jacob fled into the fields of Syria,

and Israel served for a wife, and for a Avii'e he

kept (the Hocks).

14 And by a prophet did the Lord bring

Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he

guarded.

1-5 Yet Ephraim provoked him to anger

most bitterly; therefore will his Lord cast

his blood-guiltiness upon him, and his re-

proach will he recompense unto him.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ When once Ephraim spoke, (all) trem-

bled, so high was he exalted in Israel; but

he offended through Ba'al, and he died.

2 And now they yet continue to sin. and

have made themselves molten images of their

silver, idols according to their own imagining,

every one of them the work of the artisan:

they say to'' them, They that sacrifice men
may kiss the calves.

3 Therefore shall they be as the morning

would walk with me in uprightness as Jacob your father,

I would act toward you as I did to him "

' Jonathan. Rashi comments, that God would restore

those who study the law as in Jacob's days, who was

said to dwell in tents. Rcdak, " God would cause us to

dwell in tents as in the wilderness, when we are redeem-

ed from the nations to show us his power." Philippson,

"as in the days of the feast" (of tabernacles) in joy and

gladness.

« Rashi; but Zunz, "If vanity and fal.«e gods were in

Gil'ad, then they sacrificed steers in Gilgal."

' Rashi; i'. c. to those who come to sacrifice.
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cloud, and as the dew that early passeth

away, as the chaff that is driven by the

whirlwind out of the threshing-floor, and as

smoke out of a window.
4 Yet I am the Lord thy God from the

land of Egypt; and no god but me shalt

thou know, and there is no saviour beside

me.
5 I myself did provide for thee in the wil-

derness, in the land of great drought.

6 When they came to their pasture, they
became sated; they were sated, and their

heart was lifted up; therefore have they for-

gotten me.
7 And now will I be unto them as a lion :

as a leopard will I lie in wait by the way.
8 I will meet them as a bear bereaved of

her whelps, and I will rend their closed-up^

heart; and I will devour them there like a
lioness, the beasts of the field shall rend them.

9 Thou hast destroyed thyself, Israel;

for against me, against thy helper*" didst thou
rebel.

10 Where is now thy king, that he may
save thee in all thy cities? and thy judges,

since thou saidst. Give me a king, and
princes ?

11 I give thee a king in my anger, and
take him away in my wrath.

12 ^ Bound up is the iniquity of Ephraim,
treasured up is his sin.

13 The pains of a travailing woman shall

come upon him; he is an unwise son; for he
will not remain steadfast at the time of the
breaking forth of the child.

14 From the jwwer of the grave would I

ransom them, from death would I redeem
them; (but now) where are thy plagues,

death, Avhere is thy pestilence, grave? com-
passion shall be hidden from my eyes.

15 Though he grow luxuriantly in green
meadows, the east wind shall come, the
wind of the Lord, rising up from the wil-

derness, and his spring shall become dry,

and 'his fountain shall be dried up: the

• Rashi. Eng. ver. "the caul (pericardium) of their
heart." Michlol Yophi, "the fat around their heart."

" Kashi. Johlson, "for in me alone hadst thou help."
• In the English version, chap. xiv. commences at

ver. 2.

• Johlson, who also renders the first portion, " Par-

same shall plunder the treasure of all pre-

cious vessels.

CHAPTER XIV.o

1 Samaria shall meet her punishment; for

she hath rebelled against her God; by the

sword shall they fall : their infants shall be
dashed in pieces, and their pregnant women
shall be ripped up.

2 ^ Return, Israel, even unto the Lord
thy God; for thou hast stumbled through thy
iniquity.

3 Take with ^-ou words, and return to the

Lord : say unto him, " Pardon all (our) ini-

quity, and accept our return'* to good; and
let us repay the steers (of sacrifice) with (the

prayer of) our lips.

4 Asshur shall not help us; upon horses

will we not ride : and we will no more say,

Ye are our gods, to the work of our hands;
for in thee alone the fatherless obtaineth

mei'cy."

5 I will heal their backsliding, I will love

them freely; for my anger is turned away
from them.

6 I will be as the dew unto Israel; he
shall bloom as the lily; and he shall strike

his roots as (the forests of) Lebanon.
7 His suckers shall spread out, and his

beauty shall be as that of the olive-tree, and
his smell as that of the Lebanon.

8 They shall return that sat under his

shade; they shall revive as corn, and bloom
as the vine : the scent* of which shall be as

that of the wine of Lebanon.
9 Ephraim*^ (shall say). What have I to

do any more with idols? I have answered,
and will observe him; I will be (to him) like

a green fir-tree; through me is thy fruit

found.

10 Who is wise, that he may understand
these things? intelligent, that he may know
them? for righteous are the ways of the Lord;
and the just shall walk in them; but the

transgressors will stumble through them.

doner of the iniquity of all." Kashi gives two versions,

"Teach us the good way," and "Accept the few good deeds

which we have done."
" Others, "famous as the wine of Lebanon."
'Johlson, "What need hath Ephraim near nie of

idols ?"
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THE PROPHECY OE JOEL,
h N̂V riNUl

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The word of the Lord that came to

Joel the son of Pethuel.

2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all

ye inhahitants of the land. Did ever such a

thing as this come to pass in your days, or

ever in the days of your fathers?

3 Tell ye of it to your children, and let

your children tell it to their children, and
their children to another generation.

4 What the caterpillar" left hath the lo-

cust eaten ; and what the locust left hath the

cankerworm eaten; and that which the can-

kerworm left hath the cricket eaten.

5 Wake up, ye drunkards, and Aveep; and
wail, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the

sweet new wine, that it is taken away** from
your mouth.

6 For a nation" is come up over my land,

strong, and Avithout number; its teeth are

the teeth of a lion, and it hath the cutting-

teeth of the lioness.

7 It hath laid my vine waste, and barked*

my fig-tree: it hath peeled it clean bare,

and (!ast it down; made white are its light

branches.

8 Lament like a virgin girded with sack-

cloth for the betrothed of her youth.

9 Cut off are the meat^ofiering and the

drink-offering from the house of the Lord;

now mourn the priests, the ministers of the

Loud.

10 Wasted is the field, the land mourneth;

* Rashi aDd other commentators regard all tbe names
here given as indicative of various species of locusts. We
have followed Johlson, except with pV, which ho render-

ed "beetle." Philippson regards the words as indieating

the locust in its various states of formation : thu.s, DIJ the

perfect insect, "locust;" naiN "the young brood;" pV
"tlic grub;" and Von "the new-winged insect;" in all of

which states this plague of the East is very destructive.

Hut the exact meaning of all the words except the second

is difficult to determine.
' Lit. "cut off," I. r. as though the cup had been cut

away from the lips after being presented to them.
fi6t

for wasted is the corn : dried up is the new
wine, withered is the oil.

11 Be ashamed, ye hu.sbandmen; wail,

ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the
barley; because lost is the harvest of the

field.

12 The vine is made ashamed, and the fig-

tree is withered; the pomegi-anate-tree, the

palm-tree also, and the apple-tree, even all

the trees of the field, are dried up; because

joy hath ceased" from the children of men.
13 *[[ Gird yourselves (with sackcloth),'

and lament, ye priests; wail, ye ministers of
the altar: come, remain all night in sack-

cloth, ye ministers of my God ; for there are

withholden from the house of your God the

meat-offering and the drink-oflering.

14 Sanctify ye a fast, proclaim a solemn
assembly, gather the elders, all the inhabit-

ants of the land, into the house of the Lord
your God, and cry aloud unto the Lord.

15 Alas for the day! for the day of the

Lord is at hand, and like destruction from
the Almighty will it come.

IG Is not before our eyes the food cut

off, from the house of our God joy and glad-

ness?

17 The grains of seed* are rotten under
their clods, laid desolate are the garners, pidled

down are the barns ;'' for the corn is dried' up.

18 How do the beasts groan! how do the

herds of cattle roam about, because there is

no pasture for them; yea, the fiocks of sheep

are made to perish .""

" The locust coming in multitudes is so called.

^ Eashi and Jonathan, " made it grievous to the soul."
" Jonathan. Lit. "dried up."
' Aben Ezra.

•Jonathan, "the casks rot under their bungholes."

The translation in the text is after Aben Ezra. Thilipp-

son, " the grains are dried up," &c.
'' Philippson, " underground corn-chambers."
' Jonathan ; others, (as also in v. 10,) " made ashamed."
^ Lit. "brought into guilt," or its consequence, suffer-

ing and punishment; since every evil which befalls a land

is caused by the guilt of ifj« inhabitants.
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19 To thee Lord, will I cry; for the fire

hath devoured the pastures of the Avilderness,

and the flame hath singed all the trees of the

field.

20 Also the beasts of the field cry unto

thee panting; for the brooks of waters are

dried up, and a fire hath devoured the pas-

tures of the wilderness.

CHAPTER IL

1 ][ Blow ye the cornet in Zion, and sound
an alarm on my holy mount; let all the in-

habitants of the land tremble ; for the day of

the Lord cometh, for it is nigh

;

2 It is a day of darkness and of gloom, a

day of clouds and of tempestuous obscurity,

like the morning-dawn spread out upon the

mountains: a j^eople numerous and strong,

the like of which hath never been and after

it there will be none any more, even to the

years of all coming generations."

3 Before it devoureth a fire ; and behind it

singeth a flame : like the garden of 'Eden was
the land before it (came), and after it is a de-

solate wilderness; yea, and nothing escapeth

from it.

4 Like the appearance of horses is its ap-

pearance; and like horsemen, so do they
run.

5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of

mountains do they leap; they are like the

noise of a flame of fire consuming the stubble,

as a strong people arrayed for a battle.

6 At its presence the people are much
pained : all the fiices are covered with black-

ness.''

7 Like mighty men do they run ; like men
of war they climb up a wall ; and they march
every one on his own ways, and they turn

not aside on their paths.

8 And they do not press one another;

every one on his beaten track do they go for-

ward : and they pass through between war-
like weapons, and change not their purpose."

9 Into the city they hasten* forward; on

* Heb. "generation and generation."
' Lit. "gather blackness;" so Rashi and others, tak-

ing inxiJ as meaning "pot;" but Aben Ezra and Mcncn-
hem render it "brightness," " ghtry," from in-j; hence,

Philippson, "all faces lose their redness." Zunz, "be-
come shrunk up." Johlson combines both, "every face

draweth itself into dark folds," or "wrinkles."
' Chiefly after Kashi, who takes iS-3' not as " they

4 I

the wall they run; into the houses the}- climb
up; through the windows they make their

entrance like a thief

10 Before them trembleth the earth; the

heavens quake: the sun and the moon are

obscured, and the stars withdraw their bright-

ness.

11 And the Lord uttercth his voice before

his army; for very numerous is his camp;
for strong is he that executeth his word ; for

great is the day of the Lord and very terri-

ble; and who is able to endure it?

12 But even now also, saith the Lord, re-

turn ye fully to me with all your heart, and
with fasting, and with weejjing, and with
mourning

:

13 And rend your heart, and not your gar-

ments, and return unto the Lord your God;
for gracious and merciful is he, long-suflering,

and of great kindness, and he bethinketh him-
self of the evil.

14 He that is conscious" (of guilt), let him
return and repent; when (the plague) may
leave behind it a blessing; even a meat-oflering

and a drink-ofFering unto the Lord your God.
15 Tl Blow the cornet in Zion, sanctify a

fast, proclaim a solemn assembly;
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congre-

gation, assemble the elders, gather the chil-

dren, and those that suck the breasts ; let the

bridegroom go forth out of his chamber, and
the bride out of her closet.

17 Between the porch and the altar let

the priests weep, the ministers of the Lord,
and let them say. Spare, Lord, thy people,

and give not up thy heritage to reproach, for

nations to make a by-word of them; where-
fore should they say among the people. Where
is their God?

18 And the Lord was zealous for his land,

and he had pity for his people.

19 And the Lord answered and said unto

his people, " Behold, I will send you the corn,

and the j'oung wine, and the oil, and ye shall

be satisfied therewith; and I will not give

fall," but as "encamp,"—"the locusts arc lying in camp
opposite the weapons of those who would hinder them."

1i'i"3' from i'X3 "gain," ('. e. they cannot be bribed to

change their mind. Philippson, "and are not misled."
'' Kashi, "they make a noise."

"This ver.se is given after Rashi. Others, "Who
knoweth ? but he may again bethink himself, and leave a
blessing after him," &c.
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you up any more to be a reproach among tlie

nations:

20 And tlie host of the north* will I re-

move far away from you, and I will drive it

off into a land barren and desolate, with its

advance toward the eastern sea, and its rere-

ward toward the western sea; and its stench

shall ascend, and its ill savour shall come up,

because it hath done great things."

21 Fear not, land; be glad and rejoice;

for the Lord hath done great things.

22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field;

for the pastures of the wilderness have become
green, for the tree beareth its fruit, the fig-

tree and the vine yield their strength.''

23 And ye children of Zion, be glad, and
rejoice in the Lord your God; for he hath
given you the first rain in beneficence, and he
hath caused to come down for you the I'ain,

the first rain, and the latter rain in the first

(month)."

24 And the threshing-floors are full of

corn, and the vats overflow with young wine
and oil.

25 And I will repay to you the 3'ears (in)

which the locust hath eaten (all), Avith the

cankerworm, and the cricket, and the cater-

pillar, my great army, which I had sent

against you.

2G And 3'e shall eat in plenty, and be sa-

tisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your
God, who hath dealt wondrously with you;
and my people shall not be made ashamed
unto eternity.

27 And ye shall know that I am in the

midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your
God, and none else; and my ^leople shall not
be made ashamed unto eternity.

CHAPTER III.''

1 ^ And it shall come to pass after this,"

° i. c. The troop of locusts, which had probably come
from the north, in the time of Joel. The Arabian desert,

the Dead Sea, and the Mediterranean are the points men-
tioned where the locusts were to perish.

'' Philippson, "their wealth;" but it is the same as

"strength," i.e. fruit.

" Others, "in one month." Tlie prophet speaks of the

unexpected return of plenty; as at first every thing had
been dried up for want of rain, which now eame down
copiously to cimiponsate for its past ab.senee. In Pales-
tine the first rain usually fulls in November, and the lat-

ter rain in April.
'' In the English version, this chapter is a part of

chap. ii.
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that I will pour out my s])irit over all flesh

;

and your sons and your daugiiters shall pro-

phesy; your old men shall dream dreams;
your young men shall see visions

:

2 And also over the men-servants and
over the maid-servants in those days will I

2)0ur out my spirit.

3 And I will display wonderful signs in

the heavens and on the earth, blood, and fii-e,

and pillars of smoke.

4 The sun shall be changed into darkness,

and the moon into blood, before the coming
of the day of the Lord, the great and the ter-

rible.

5 And it shall come to pass, that whoso-
ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall

escape; for on mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath
said, and among the remnant whom the Lord
calleth.

CHAPTER IV.

1 For, behold, in those da^s, and in that

time, when I will cause to return the cap-

tivity of Judah and Jerusalem,

2 Then will I assemble all the nations,

and I Avill bring them down into the valley

of Jehoshaphat,' and I will hold judgment
with them there because of my people and
my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered

among the nations, and for mj- land (which)

they have divided out.

3 And for my people did they cast lots;

and gave a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl

for wine, and drank it.

4 And also ye, what have ye to do with
me, Tyre, and Zidon. and all ^e districts

of Philistia? is this the recompense Avhich ye
repa}^ me? or do ye only commence to render

me evil?*'—swiftly and speedily will I bring

back your recompense upon your own head

;

'The time is indefinite; the prophet sees the event
near, (Num. xxiv. 17,) though in reality it is centuries be-

fore it occurs.

' Rashi, allegorieally, "I will descend with them into

the depths of justice;" ostyiiT "the Lord's judgment;"
the actual valley of this name is quite too small.

' After lledak, who takes the word 'r^i as the first

step in an act toward another, be it good or bad, here

bad; SiOJ uhta "to recompense," to do something out of

a feeling of reciprocity, good or bad; but Snj 3Syn means
to return the evil back upon the evil-doer. God takes

the part of Israel, and he reproves tiie nations mentioned

for their unprovoked assault on the Israelites. The rest

explains itself
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5 Because my silver and iny gold have

ye taken, and the handsomest of my pre-

cious things have ye carried into your tem-

ples;

6 And the children of Judah and the chil-

dren of Jerusalem have j'e sold unto the sons

of the Jevanim," in order to remove them far

from their borders.

7 Behold, I will awaken them out of the

place whither ye have sold them, and I will

bring back your recompense upon your own
head;

8 And I will deliver'' your sons and your

daughters into the hand of the children of

Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sa-

beiins, to a people far off; for the Lord hath

spoken it.

9 ^ Proclaim ye this among the nations;

Prepare war, wake up the mighty men; let

them draw near; let them come up—all the

men of war.

10 Beat your plough-shares into swords,

and your j)runing-knives into spears : let the

weak say, I am a hero.

11 Assemble hastily together, and come, all

ye nations from every side, and gather your-

selves together: there doth the Lord strike

down thy mighty ones.

12 Let the nations awake, and come up
to the valley of Jehoshaphat; for there will

I sit to judge all the nations from every

side.

13 Put forth the sickle; for the harvest is

ripe : come, tread down (the grapes) ; for the

* This is translated "Grecians" in the English version.

" After Redak.
° Johlson, "crushing," the word I'nn meaning both

"decision," "judgment," "verdict," and also "a thresh-

ing-machine;" hence, in this connection, "the crushing,"

the punishment consequent on the decision of the Great

Judge.
* As Ezekiel also (slvii. 1, &c.) speaks of a river that is

press is full; the vats overflow; for great is

their wickedness.

14 Multitudes, multitudes are in the valley

of decision ;" for near is the day of the Lord
in the valley of decision.

15 Sun and moon are obscured, and stars

withdraw their brightness.

16 And the Lord will cry aloud out of

Zion, and from Jerusalem will he send forth

his voice; and the heavens and the earth

shall quake; but the Lord will be a refuge

for his people, and a stronghold for the chil-

dren of Israel.

17 So shall ye know that I am the Lord
your God, dwelling on Zion, my holy mount;
and Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers

shall not pass through her any more.

18 ^ And it shall come to pass on that

day, that the mountains shall drop down
sweet new wine, and the hills sliall flow Avith

milk, and all the ravines of Judah shall flow

with water; and a spring shall come forth

out of the house of the Lord, and shall water

the valley of Shittim.''

19 Egypt shall become a desolate land,

and Edom shall become a desolate wilderness

;

because of the violence against the children

of Judah, in Avhose land they have shed inno-

cent blood.

20 But Judah shall be inhabited for ever,

and Jerusalem from generation to generation.

21 And I will avenge" their blood that I

have not yet avenged; for the Lord dwelleth

in Zion.

to issue out of the temple and flow into the Dead Sea,

Philippson supposes that ShiUim is meant to signify Sid-

dim, or the plain near Sodom. (Gen. xiv. 8.)
" Zunz. Lit. "to render guiltless," t. c. through pu-

nishment, or avenge. Rashi, "and though I might Ac-

quit them of their other sins, and of the evil deeds they

have done against me, of the blood of the children of

Judah will I not absolve them."
6G7



THE PROPHECY OF AMOS,
D^DV nxiDj.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The words of 'Amos, who was among
the herdmen of Tekoli', which he foresaw

concerning Israel in the days of 'Uzziyah the

king of Judah, and in the days of Jerobo'am
the son of Joiish the king of Israel, two years

before the earthquake.

2 And he said, The Lord will cry aloud

from Zion, and from Jerusalem will he send

forth his voice ; and then shall mourn the pas-

tures of the shepherds, and then shall dry uji

the top of Carmel.

3 ^1 Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions" of Damascus, and for four, will

I not turn away their punishment ; because

they have threshed (the inhabitants of)

Gil'ad with threshing instruments of iron;

4 And I Avill send a fire into the house of

Chazael, which shall devour the i^alaces of

Ben-hadad.

5 And I will break the bars of Damascus,
and cut off the inhabitants from the valley of

Aven, and liim that holdeth the sceptre from
the house of 'Eden : and the people of Syria

shall be exiled unto Kir,*" saith the Lord.

6 ^1 Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions of Cazzah, and for four, will I

not turn away their punishment; because
they carried away exiles in full numbers, to

deliver them up to Edom;
7 And I will send a fu'e against the wall

of Gazzali, wliich shall devour their palaces;

8 And I will cut off the iuJiabitants from
Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre

froui Ashkelon, and I will turn my hand
against 'Ekrou ; and the remnant of the Phi-

listines shall perish, saith the Lord Eternal.

* Raslii, " three transgressions have I forgiven them,

but for tlie fourth will I not withhold the retribution." So
also Abcn Kzra, after Sa'adyah.

'' See 2 Kings xvi. !(; Tiglalh Pilessor actually car-

ried the Syrians thither.

'Jonathan, "violated bis mercy." Philipp.son takes

the word mercy to mean "love for relatives," and next
6e8

9 ^ Thus hath said the Lord. For three

transgressions of Tyre, and for four, will I

not turn away their punishment; because

they delivered up the exiles in full numbers
to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly

covenant;

10 And I will send a fire against the walls

of Tyre, which shall devour their palaces.

11 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions of Edom, and for four, will I

not turn away their punishment; because he
pursued with the sword his brother, and di.s-

regarded his mercy," and his anger tore in

pieces continually, and he kept his wrath for

ever;

12 And I will send out a fire against The-
man, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.

13 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions of the children of 'Ammon. and
for four, will I not turn aAvay their i)unish-

ment; because they have ripped up the preg-

nant women** of Gil'ad, in order to enlarge

their own territory

;

14 And I Avill kindle a fire within the

walls of Raljbah, which shall devour their pa-

laces, with shouting on the day of battle, with

a storm on the day of the tempest

;

15 And their king" shall go into exile, he
and his princes together, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER II.

1 Tf Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions of Moiib, and for four, will I

not turn away their i)unishment; because he
burnt the bones of the king of Edom into

lime;

2 And I will send a fire against MoJib,

which shall devour the palaces of Kei-iyoth

:

to stand for relatives; hence he translates, "and destroy-

ed his kinsmen."
^ Some take niin as a feminine form for D"'in "moun-

tains," and render, "they broke through the uiouutains

of Gil'ad."
" Perhaps, ^fahom, the idol of the 'Ammonites; as in

Jeremiah xlix.'S.
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and Molib shall die in the tumult, in the shout-

ing, amidst the sound of the cornet;

3 And I will cut oft" the judges from her

midst, and all her princes will I slay, with

him, saith the Lord.

4 ^ Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions of Judah, and for four, will I

not turn away their punishment; because

they have despised the law of the Lord, and
did not keep his statutes, and their lying

idols caused them to err ; after which their

fathers had walked

;

5 And I will send out a fire against Judah,

which shall devour the palaces of Jerusa-

lem.

6 ][ Thus hath said the Lord, For three

transgressions of Israel, and for four, will I

not turn away their punishment; because

they sold for silver the righteous," and the

needy for a pair of shoes

;

7 That are eager after the dust of the

earth on the head of tlie poor,** and turn aside

the way of the meek ;" and a man and his

father will go in unto the same young woman,
in order to proflxne my holy name.

8 And upon pledged garments'' they stretch

themselves out by every altar, and the wine
of the condemned" do they drink in the house
of their gods.

9 Yet have I destroyed the Emorite from
before them, whose height was like the height

of cedars, and who was strong as the oaks

;

but I destroyed his fruit from above, and his

roots from beneath.

10 And it was I who have brought you up
from the land of Egypt, and led you forty

years through the wilderness, to take pos-

session of the land of the Emorite.

11 And I have raised up of your sons for

prophets, and of your young men for naza-

rites ; is it not even thus, ye children of Is-

rael ? saith the Lord.

12 But ye have given the nazarites wine
to drink ; and concerning the prophets have

' This means one who is right in the cause.
'' Philippsou explains this to mean, the judges are eager

that the poor might be so oppressed as to cast dust on his

head, as a sign of sorrow.
" Rashi, "they cause the feeble to turn aside from the

right path, out of fear for them."
'' Against the precept in Dcut. xxiv. 12, 13 that the

pledge of the poor should not be kept over night.

' "They punish them with the payment of fines, and

ye commanded, saying. Ye shall not pro-

jjhesy.

13 Behold, I press down (the ground) "^ un-

der you, as the wagon i)resseth (it) down
that is full of sheaves.

14 And refuge shall vanish from the swift,

and the strong shall not make use of his foi'ce,

neither shall the mighty man escape with his

life.

15 And he that handleth the bow shall

not be able to stand ; and he that is swift of

foot shall not escape : neither shall he that

rideth the horse escape with his life.

16 And he that is most courageous hearted

among the mighty shall flee away naked* on
that day, saith the Lord.

CHAPTER in.

1 ^ Hear this word which the Lord hath

spoken concerning you, children of Israel,

concerning the whole family which I have
brought up from the land of Egypt, say-

ing,

2 Only you have I loved out of all the

families of the earth : therefore will I visit

upon you all your iniquities.

8 Will two walk together, except they had
agreed (to do so) ?''

4 Will a lion roar in the forest, when he

hath no prey ? will a young lion send forth

his voice out of his den, unless he have caught

something?
5 Can a bird fall in a snare upon the

earth, when there is no gin for him ? is ever

a snare taken up from the ground, when it

hath caught nothing at all ?

6 Shall a cornet be blown in a city, and

the people not become afraid? shall there

be evil in a city, and the Lord have not

done it ?

7 For the Lord Eternal will do nothing,

unless he have revealed his secret unto his

servants the prophets.

8 The lion hath roared, who will not fear?

purchase wine therewith"

—

Rashi; when no judge has,

according to law, the right to take any thing for his own

use. Lit. "of those punished."
' Philippson. Johlson, after Rabbi ' Azariyah de Rossi,

"Behold, I will make the ground creak under you as tho

wagon creaketh which is full of sheaves."

8 Jonathan, " his weapons cast away."
" Rashi, "unless they had fixed a time to go together

to a certain place."
669
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the Lord Eternul liatli spoken, Avho Avill not

propliesy ?'

9 Pultlish at the palaces at Ashdod, and

at tlie ]jalaces in tlie land of Egypt, and say,

Assem])le yourselves upon the mountains of

Samaria, and behold the great confusions

in her midst, and the oppressions (that are)

within her.

10 For they know not how to act rightly,

saith the Loud, who treasure up violence and

robbery in their palaces.

11 •[[ Therefore thus hath said the Lord

Eternal, The adversary (is there) and sur-

roundeth the land; and he shall bring down
from thee thy strength, and thy palaces shall

be plundered.

12 Thus hath said the Lord, As the shep-

herd snatcheth'' out of the mouth of the lion

(at most) two leg-bones, or a tip of the ear

:

so shall be delivered the children of Israel

that sit in Samaria on the corner of a bed,

and on Damascus couches.

13 Hear ye, and give warning in the house

of Jacob, saith the Lord Eternal, the God of

hosts.

14 For on the day when I visit the trans-

gressions of Israel upon him, will I also intlict

punishment on the altars of Beth-el; and
then shall be hewn off the horns of the altar,

and they shall fall to the ground.

15 And I will smite the winter-house to-

gether with the sunmier-house ; and the

houses of ivory shall disappear, and tlie

great houses shall be no more, saith the

Lord.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ Hear this word, ye cows" of Bashan,
that are on the mount of Samaria, who op-

press the poor, who crush the needy, who
say to their lords, Bring, and let us drink.

2 Sworn hath the Lord Eternal by his

holiness, that, lo, days are coming over you.

* i. r. The prophet cannot avoid delivering his nies.'agc

when God has spoken, as little as man can help fearing

when ho hears the lion's roar. (Sec Jer. xx. 7, &e.)
'' The one intrusted with the charge of cattle had to

make restitution if it was torn, unless he could bring of

it a part, (see Exod. xxii. 13;) bence the effort of the

shepherd tu save sonic token. ]5ut so also shall the

Israelites escape destruction, only few in number, al-

though now living in luxury.
" t. ('. The wives of the chiefs. As 'Amos was a herd-

man, he naturally took his images from his employment.
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when men will carry you away with hooks,

and your posterity with fishhooks.''

3 And through breaches in the wall shall

ye go out, every one through that before her;

and ye shall cast off your proud greatness,"

saith the Lord.

4 Go then to Beth-el, and transgress; to

Gilgal, (and) multiply transgression ; and
bring in the morning your sacrifices, after

three days your tithes

:

5 And burn of leaven^ a sacrifice of thanks-

giving, and proclaim and pul)lish freewill-

offerings; for so do you love (to do), ye
children of Israel, saith the Lord Eternal.

6 But, I also had indeed given you clean-

ness'^ of teeth in all jour cities, and Avant of

bread in all your places: and yet have ye

not returned unto me, saith the Lord.

7 And I also had indeed withholden from

you the rain, Avhen it was yet three months
to the harvest; and I caused it to rain upon
one city, and upon another city I caused it

not to rain; one jDiece of land was rained

upon, and another piece whei'cupon it rained

not became dried up;

8 And two or three cities Avandered unto

one city, to drink water; but they were not

satisfied : and yet have ye not returned unto

me, saith the Lord.

9 I had smitten you with blasting and

mildew; the multitude of your gardens and

your vinej-ards and jour fig-trees and your

olive-trees did the caterpillar devour: and yet

have j-o not returned unto me, saith the Lord.

10 I had sent out against you the pesti-

lence after the manner of Egypt; I slew your

young men with the sword, together with

your captive horses; and I had caused the

stench of your camps to ascend even into

your nostrils : and yet have ye not returned

unto me, saith the Lord.

11 I had produced an overthrow among
you, like the overthrow by God of Sodom

" Rashi and Jonathan, "on shields, and your children

in fishing boats."
" Kaslii ; but the word njmnn is variously explained

;

but the version chosen here seems the simplest, although

it is not found elsewhere in the Bible.

' Rashi takes both these verses to contain an invitition

of the false priests to the people to violate the laws of

God, to eat the meat which is left on the morning instead

of burning it; to sacrifice leaven on the altar, saying

such a one is an acceptable gift when it is not.

' From want of food, occasioned by severe fumiuc.
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and Gomorrah, and ye Ijecame like a fire-

brand snatched out of the burning: and yet

have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord.

12 ^ Therefore thus will I do unto thee,

Israel: because then I will do this unto
thee, prepare" to meet thy God, Israel.

13 For, lo, he that formeth tlie mountains,

and createth the wind, and declareth unto
man what is his thought, that maketh the

morning-dawn (and) darkness, and treadeth

upon the high places of the earth,—The
Lord, the God of hosts, is his name.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ Hear ye this word which I take up
against j'ou, as a lamentation, house of

Israel.

2 She is fallen, she will not rise again

—

the virgin of Israel : she is thrown down
upon her land; there is none to raise her
up.

3 ^ For thus hath said the Lord Eternal,

The city that goeth forth with a thousand
shall retain but a hundred, and she that goeth
forth with a hundred shall I'etain but ten,

(left) to the house of Israel.

4 ^ For thus hath said the Lord unto the

house of Israel,- Seek ye for me, and ye shall

live;

5 But seek not for Beth-el, and into Gilgal

enter not, and to Beer-sheba' do not pass

over; for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,

and Beth-el shall become naught.

6 Seek for the Lord, and ye shall live; so

that he come not suddenly like fire over the

house of Joseph, and it devour, and there be

none to quench it in Beth-el

;

7 Ye who change justice into wormwood,
and cast down righteousness to the earth

!

8 (But) he maketh the seven stars and
Orion, and changeth into morning the sha-

dow of death, and maketh the day dark into

night ; he it is that calleth for the waters of

the sea, and poureth them out over the face

of the earth : The Lord is his name

;

9 That causeth wasting'' to prevail against

the strong, so that wasting shall come against

the fortress.

* Rasbi and Redak, "to repent;" but Aben Ezra re-

gards this a cliallcnge: "Come, contend with God if you
can;" wherefore the next verse contains a description of

the Almighty's power; though it will be equally suitable

to prove that to rely upon him will be the best means of

10 They hate him that rebuketh in the

gate, and him that speaketh ujjrightly they
abhor.

11 Therefore forasmuch as you tread down
upon the poor, and ye take from him onerous
contributions of corn: if ye have built houses
of hewn stone, ye shall not dwell in them;
if ye have planted pleasant vineyards, ye
shall not drink their wine.

12 For I know your manifold transgres-

sions and your numerous sins: ye are those

that are the adversaries of the just, that take
a ransom, and that wrest the (cause of) the
needy in the gate.*"

13 ^ Therefore will the intelligent keep
silence in that time; for it is an evil time.

14 Seek for the good, and not the evil, in

order that ye may live : and so will the Lord,
the God of hosts, be with you, as ye have
said.

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and
establish ju.stice firmly in the gate; perhaps
the Lord the God of hosts will be gracious

unto the remnant of Joseph.

16 T[ Therefore thus hath said the Eter-

nal, the God of hosts, the Lord, On all public

places there is lamentation, and in all the

streets they cry. Wo ! wo ! and they call the

husbandman to mourning, and to lamentation

those skilled in wailing.

17 And in all \aneyards there is lamenta-

tion ; for I will pass through thy midst, saith

the Lord.

18 ^ Wo unto you that long for the day
of the Lord ! for what do you wish the day
of the Lord ? it is (one of) darkness, and not

of light.

19 As if a man were to flee from a lion,

and a bear should meet him ; and he enter

into the house, and lean his hand against the

wall, and a serpent should bite him.

20 Behold the day of the Lord is (one of)

darkness, and not of light
;
yea, it is obscure,

and hath no brightness.

21 I hate, I de.spise your feast-days, and I

will not smell (the sacrifices) on your festive

assemblies.

22 For though ye shoidd offer me burnt^

escaping the punishment ; since he who is so powerful can
protect his servants even in general distress.

' Rashi, " he maketh the plundered stronger than the

mighty."
° The usual place where the judges met.
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offerings and your meat-offorings, I will not

accept them in favour: and the peace-oU'er-

ings of your fatted cattle will I not look at.

28 Remove thou from around me the noise

of thy songs ; and the playing of thy psal-

teries I will not hear.

24 But let justice roll along like water,

and righteousness as a mighty stream.

25 Have" ye offered unto me sacrifices and

meat-offerings in the wilderness (during) forty

years, O house of Israel ?

26 Bear'' then the canopy of your chief

idol, and the figure of your images, the star

of your god, which ye have made for your-

selves.

27 And I will cause you to go into exile far

beyond Damascus, saith the Lord, The God
of hosts is his name.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ Wo to those that are free from care

in Zion, and that are in safety on the mount
of Samaria, who are named'" the chief of the

nations, to whom the house of Israel come !

2 Pass ye over unto Calneh, and see ; and

go from there to Chamath-rabl)ah f then go

down to Gath of the Philistines: whether they

be better than these kingdoms ? or whether

their territory be greater than your territory ?

3 That deem far away the evil day, and

cause the seat of violence to come near

;

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and are

stretched out upon their couches, and eat

lambs out of the flock, and calves out of the

midst of the stall

;

5 That chant" to the sound of the psaltery,

and like David's do they imagine*' their in-

strument of music to be

;

* Rashi comments, that God had not demanded free-

will sacrifices. But Philippson takes the question as one

to be answered affirmatively; God commanded and the

people obeyed in this respect: still they every now and

then worshipped idols. Hence he translates the next

verse, "Still you carried," &c. Might it not be given,

"Are these the sacrifices—which you have," &c.

' Rashi, " Ye shall therefore have t'^ bear your idols

which your enemies will place on your shoulders." We
have followed generally Zunz in the rendering of this

verse. Rashi, however, takes SHch-nth and Kii/un and

Corliuh as the names of the idols.

' Johlson renders '3pJ "those who have a name," or

"the nobles."
'' Kn^'lish version, "Chamath the great."
" Haslii. Zunz, "that jingle with the psaltery."
' R;i5hi, with the comment, "They fancy their playing,

6 That drink out of wine-bowls, and anoint

themselves with the costliest of ointments;

but who feel no pain for the wound of

Joseph.

7 Therefore now shall they go into exile

at the head of exile.s, and the noisy banquet*

of those that were stretched out shall pass

away.
8 ^ The Lord Eternal hath sworn Vjy his

own existence, saith the Lord the God of

hosts, I abhor the pride of Jacob, and his

palaces do I hate : therefore will I surrender

up (to the enemy) the city with all that fill-

eth it.

9 And it shall come to pass, that if there

remain ten men in one house, they shall die.

10 And should a man's uncle or relative

carry him forth, to bring out the bones out

of the house, and say unto him that is in the

recesses of the house. Is there j^et any one

with thee? he will ^ay, There is no one left.

Then will he say, Be silent; for we may not

make mention of the name of the Lord.''

11 ^ For, behold, the Lord commandeth,
and he will smite the great house with

breaches, and the little house with clefts.

12 ^ Do horses ever run upon the rock?

or will one plough there with oxen? that ye
have turned justice into poison, and the fruit

of righteousness into wormwood

;

13 Ye who rejoice for a thing of naught,

who say. Have we not through our oAvn

strength procured ourselves horns?'

14 For, behold, I will raise up against you
a nation, house of Israel, saith the Lord
the God of hosts, and the}' shall oppress you
from the entrance of Chamath unto the brook

of the wilderness.

which is for their own pleasure, to be equal to David's,

which was for God's sake." Jonathan and others, " Like

David, they invent for themselves instruments of music."
* Rashi, "driuking-feasts." Others, "song," or

"shout." In the text both ideas are combined.
I" Jonathan, "Cast them forth; for this hath happened

to them becau.se they have not mentioned the name of the

Lord." Philipp.son, "it is not now the time to entreat

the name of the Lord;" i'. c. the evil is too great to ex-

pect relief by prayer. 'pQ'3 is explained by Redak to

mean "a mother's brother." Rashi eommonts, " Ilis

relative and friend who .savcth his bones out of the fire,

by which the enemies had destroyed the house, will say

to his associate who hath entered the house to search. Is

there yet one alive out of those who had hidden them-

selves?" &c.
' Horns are a symbol of strength, (Dcut. xxxiii. 17.)
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CHAPTER VII.

1 Tl Thus did the Lord Eternal show unto

me : and, behold, he was forming locusts' in

the beginning of the sprouting up of the

latter growth; and, lo, it was the latter

growth after the king's mowings (was over).

2 And it came to pass, when they had '\

made an end of eating up the herbs of the
1

earth, that I said, Lord Eternal, forgive
]

I beseech thee : how should Jacob be able to

endure, since he is so small?

3 Tlie Lord bethought himself of this : It
'

shall not be, said the Lord.
'

4 ^ Thus did the Lord Eternal show unto

me : and, behold, the Lord Eternal called

forth the punishment'' by fire, and it devoured

the great deep, and consumed the ploughed
field.

5 Then said I, Lord Eternal, forbear, I

beseech thee: how should Jacob be able to

endure, since he is so small?

6 The Lord bethought himself of this:

Also this shall not be, said the Lord Eter-

nal.

7 ^ Thus he showed me : and, behold, the

Lord was standing upon a wall (made) by a

plumbline, and in his hand Avas a plumbline.

S And the Lord said unto me. What dost

thou see, 'Amos? And I said, A plumbline.

Then said the Lord, Behold, 'I will set a

plumbline in the midst of my people Israel;

I will not farther indulge them any more :°

9 And the high-places of Isaac shall be

made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel

shall be laid in ruins; and I will rise against

the house of Jerobo'am with the sword.

10 ^ Then sent Amazyah, the priest of

Beth-el, to Jerobo'am the king of Israel, say-

ing, 'Amos hath conspired against thee in the

midst of the house of Israel : the land is not

able to bear all his words.

* Probably in their caterpillar state, in which they are

most destructive.

" Johlson. Rashi, "he called (his council, i.e. his

angels or messengers) to contend with you by the punish-

ment of burning fire."

° Meaning, as the builder erects his wall straight by
the plummet, so shall Israel be dealt with after the strict

line of justice, with no longer indulgence for their crimes.

113),' "passing by," ;'. c sin; hence, "indulging," or

"pardoning."
''

/. e. Not a prophet by profession, in reply to Amaz-
yah's advice to go to Judah and there live by his pro-

4K

11 For thus hath 'Amos said. By the sword
shall Jerobo'am die, and Israel shall surely

be led away into exile out of their own land.

12 ][ And Amazyah said unto 'Amos,

Seer, go, flee thee away into the land of

Judah, and eat there (thy) bread^ and there

prophesy

;

13 But at Beth-el prophesy not farther

any more; for it is the king's sanctuary, and
it is a royal residence.

14 Then answered 'Amos, and said to

Amazyah, I am'^ no prophet, nor am I a pro-

phet's son; but I am a herdman, and a

gatherer" of wild figs

;

15 But the Lord hath taken me away from
behind the flocks, and the Lord said unto me,

Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.

16 And now hear thou the word of the

Lord, Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Is-

rael, and preach not against the hou.se of Isaac.

17 Therefore thus hath said the Lord, Thy
wife will play the harlot in the city, and thy
sons and thy daughters shall fall b}' the

sword, and thy land shall be divided out by
the line; and thou shalt die in an unclean

land ; and Israel shall surely be led forth into

exile out of their land.

CHAPTER vin.

1 ^ Thus did the Lord Eternal show unto

me : and, behold, there was a basket of sum-
mer fruit.^

2 And he said. What dost thou see, 'Amos?
And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then
said the Lord unto me, The end is come for

my people Israel; I will not farther indulge

them any more.

3 And the songs of the temple shall be-

come a wailing on that daj-, saith the Lord
Eternal; many shall be the dead bodies; in

every place shall they be thrown down, (say-

ing,) Be silent.^

phesying, as the false soothsayers did who were supported

by the royal bounty. (1 Kings xviii. 19.)
° dSu is variously rendered "gathering," "cultivating,"

"mixing," i. i\ with other provisions for the cattle, or

"pinching," "scraping," to miike the fruit come to ma-

turity. Others use "sycamore" for "wild figs." Eashi

and others conceive 'Amos's reply to mean that he was a

rich herdman ; Pbilippson, that ho was very poor, and

lived of the simplest food.

' Rashi, "late figs, which are not good." Pbilippson,

"ripe figs." Zunz, "dried fruit."

^Jonathan, (as above, vi. l(t,) "in every place they
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4 ^ Hoar this, ye that are greedy to

swallow the needy, and to ruin the poor of

the land,

5 Saving, When will the new moon be

gone, that we may sell provision? and the

sabbath, that -we may open the corn-wai'e-

houses, making the ephah small, and increas-

ing the shekel, and cheating" with deceitful

balances?

G That we may buy the poor for silver,

and the needy for a pair of shoes; and even
sell the refuse of the corn?

7 Sworn hath the Lord by the excellency

of Jacob, Surely I will not forget to eternity

all their works.

8 Shall because of this the land not trem-

ble, and mourn every one that dwelleth

therein? and shall it not rise up like a

stream AvlioUy, and roll onward and sink

again like the stream of Egypt ?''

9 *(\ And it shall come to pass on that

day, saith the Lord Eternal, that I will cause

the sun to set at noon, and I will bring dark-

ness over the earth on a bright day

;

10 And I Avill change your feasts into

mourning, and all jour songs into lamenta-

tions; and I will bring upon all loins sack-

cloth, and upon every head baldness; and I

will cause (the land)" to mourn as one doth
for an only son, and its end to be as a day of

bitter (complaint)

.

11 ^ Behold, days are coming, saith the

Lord Eternal, when I will send a famine in

the land, not a famine for bi'ead, nor a thirst

for water, but to hear the words of the Lord:
12 And they will wander about from sea

to sea, and from the north even to the east,

they will roam about to seek the word of the

Lord, but thej^ shall not find it.**

13 On that day shall the fair virgins and
young men faint for thirst;

14 Those that swear by the guilt of Sa^

will say, Cast out, remove them from here." But Aben
Ezra and Ucdak, as in the text; i'. <;. they throw down
the dead witliout burial, saying to each other, " JJe silent."

" Jonathan.
'' Descriptive of an earthquake, where the surface of the

earth rises and falls, and fre(|uently landslides lake place,

as though a river were rolling along, swilling and again

receding from an aeeunuilatidn of the water of the melted
enow and copious rains. The projdiet names the Nile, be-

cause it is precmintntly subject to periodical swelling.
° Aben K/.ra and Kedak. Lit. " 1 will render it as a

mourning for," &e.
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maria, and say. As thy god livoth, Dan;
and. As liveth the worshipped" idol of iJcer-

sheba',—yea, they shall iali, and never rise

up again.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ][ I saw the Lord standing upon the
altar; and he said. Smite the capital,' that
the sills may quake; and break them in

pieces on the head of all of them; and their

posterity will I slay with the sword: there

shall not floe away from them one that flceth,

and there shall not escape from them one
that is saved.

2 Though they w^ere to creep down into

the nether Avorld, thence would my hand fetch

them; and though they were to climb up to

the heavens, thence would I bring them
down

;

3 And though they were to hide them-
selves on the top of Carmel, thence would I

search and take them out; and though they
were to conceal themselves from belbre my
eyes in the bottom of the sea, thence would I

command the serpent, that he should bite

them

;

4 And though they were to go into cap-

tivity before their enemies, thence would I

command the sword, that it should slay

them: and I will set my eyes uj^on them for

evil, and not for good.

5 And the Lord Eternal of hosts it is that

toucheth the earth, and she melteth away,
and all that dwell thereon shall mourn; and
she riseth up like a stream wholly; and she
sinkcth like the stream of Egypt;

That buildeth in the heaven his steps,

and hath founded his vault"^ over the eai'th

;

that calleth for the waters of the sea, and
poureth them out over the face of the earth

:

The Lord is his name.
7 ]f Are ye not like the children of the

'' Moaning, in their distress they will seek for prophet.s,

but they shall have ceased to be. Is not this Israel's

present state ? since for so many centuries there has been
no spirit of prophecy dispensed.

' Lit. "way," "custom," hence that to whom custom-
arily homage is paid, or the idol of Heer-shcha'.

' Rashi, "the buttons on the top of the ronf" Hcdak,
"the lintel," so callcil fruni being ornamented with but-

tons and flowers.

* ilashi, "the assemldage of the righteous is the cause

of the foundation of the earth for the vault of heaven;

because for their sake all endureth."
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Ethiopians" unto me, children of Israel?

saitli the Lord; have I not brought up Israel

out of the land of Egypt? and the Philis-

tines from Caphtor, and the Syiians from

Kir?
8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord Eternal are

upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy

it from off the face of the earth; save only

that I will not utterly destroy the house of

Jacob, saith the Lord,

9 For, lo, I will give the command, and I

will shake about among all the nations the

house of Israel, as one shaketh things in a

sieve, while not the least piece falleth down
upon the earth.

10 By the sword shall die all the sinners

of my people, who say, The evil will not

come near (us) nor hasten along for our

sake.

11 On that day will I raise up the taber-

nacle of David which is fallen; and I will

close up its breaches; and its ruins will I

raise up, and I will rebuild it as in davs of

I

old:

12 In order that they may talvc possession

of the remnant of Edom, and of all the na-

tions, which are called by my name, saith

the Lord that doth this.

13 ^ Behold, days are coming, saith the

Lord, when the ploughman shall come close

up to the harvester, and the treader of the

grapes to the one that scattereth'' the seed;

and the mountains shall drop with sweet new
wine, and all the hills shall melt away."

14 And I will bring back the captivity of

my people Israel, and they shall build the

wasted cities, and dwell therein; and they

shall plant vineyards, and drink their wine;

and they shall lay out gardens, and eat their

fruit.

15 And I will plant them upon their own
soil, and they shall not be pulled up any

more out of their land which I have given

unto them, saith the Lord thy God.

THE PROPHECY OF OBADIAH,

1 ^ The vision of 'Obadiah : Thus hath

said the Lord Eternal concerning Edom, A
rumour have we heard from the Lord, and

an ambassador is sent among the nations,

Arise ye, and let us rise up against her to

war.

2 Behold, I make thee small among the

nations : thou shalt be greatly despised.

3 The presumption of thy heart hath be-

guiled thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts

of the rock, whose habitation is high; that

saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down
to the ground?

4 Though thou wert to rise as high as the

eagle, and though thou set thy nest among

• i. e. God is just to all, whether Israel or others.

" Lit. "draweth forth."

° Meaning, overflowing with the abundance of all the

products of the earth.

the stars, thence will I bi'ing thee down, saith

the Lord.

5 How? are thieves come to thee? or

night-prowling robbers? how destroyed'' art

thou! would they not have stolen till they

had enough ? if grape-gatherers had come to

thee, would they not have left some glean-

ings?

6 How are (the treasures) of Esau search-

ed out! how are his hidden things laid

open

!

7 Up to the border have accompanied thee

all the men of thy confederacy; beguiled,

overcome thee have the men that were at

peace with thee; they that eat thy bread

* Redak, "cut off." Zunz, according to the sense,

"emptied out." Jonathan, "how didst thou sleep till

they had stolen enough?" taking nn'onj equal to naTi:, or

as beine silent throuKli drowsiness.*
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have struck thoo secretly a wound." There

is no understanding in him.''

8 Shall I not on that same day, saith the

Lord, even destroy the wise men out of

Edom, and understanding out of the mount
of Esau ?

9 And thy mighty men, Theman, shall

be dismayed, in order that every one from

the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaugh-

ter.

10 Because of thy violence against thy
brother Jacob shall shame cover thee, and
thou shalt be cut oft' for ever.

11 On the day that thou stoodest on the

other side, on the day that strangers carried

away captive his army, and foreigners entered

into his gates, and cast lots over Jerusalem,

also thou wast as any one of them.

12 But thou shouldest not have' looked on
(pleased) at the day of thy brother, on the

day that he was delivered up to strangers;

neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the

children of Judah on the day of their de-

struction; nor shouldest thou have spoken
proudly on the day of distress.

13 Thou shouldest not have entei'ed into

the gate of my people on the day of their

calamity
;
yea, thou shouldest not have look-

ed (pleased) on their affliction on the day of

their calamity; nor have laid hands on their

army on the day of their calamity

;

14 Neither shouldest thou have stood in

the crossway, to cut off" those of his that did

escape ; neither shouldest thou have delivered

' Zunz, "lay a snare under tlico."

"" i. c. Esau.
" Rushi, referring all this passage to the past. Zunz,

"thou shalt not again," &c. ; and so up to end of ver. 14.
^ For the meaning of SiDJ see note to Joiil iv. 4.

Others give it here with "recompense."
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up tho.sc of his that did remain on the day of
distress.

15 For near is the day of the Lord over
all the nations: as thou hast done, shall it be
done unto thee; thy deeds'^ shall return upon
thy own head.

16 For as ye"' have drunk upon my holy
mount, so shall all the nations drink con-

tinually; yea, they shall drink, and they shall

reeF about, and they shall be as though they
had not been.

17 But upon mount Zion shall be deliver-

ance, and it shall be holy; and the house
of Jacob shall again possess their inherit-

ances.

18 And the house of Jacob shall be a fire,

and the house of Joseph a flame, and the

house of Esau become stubble, and they shall

set them on fire, and devour them; and there

shall not be any one remaining of the house
of Esau ; for the Lord hath spoken it.

19 And they of the south shall possess the

mount of Esau; and they of the lowlands the

Philistines; and they shall jiossess the fields

of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and
Benjamin shall possess Gil'ad.

20 And the exiles of this host of the chil-

dren of Israel thaf^ are (with) the Canaanites,

as far as Zarephath, and the exiles of Jerusa-

lem, who are in Sepharad, shall possess the

cities of the south.

21 And deliverers shall go up on mount
Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the

kingdom shall be the Lord's.

' The prophet now addresses Israel ; but Jonathan re-

fers this to 'Edom: "As ye have rejoiced over the down-
fall of my holy mount."

' Rashi. Others, "swallow."
' Philippson, "shall (possess) what the Canaanites (in-

habit) as far as Zarephath."



THE rROPHECY OF JONAH,
njv nxiDi

CHAPTER I.

1 Tl The word of the Lord also came unto

Jonah the son of Amitthai, saying,

2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, the great city,

and proclaim against her; for their wicked-

ness is come up before me.

3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Thar-

shish from the presence of the Lord; and he

went down to Joppa, and found a ship going

to Tharshish, and paid the fare thereof, and
went down into it, to go with them unto

Tharshish, from the presence of the Lord.

4 But the Lord excited a great wind upon
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on
the sea; and it was thought" that the ship

would be broken in pieces.

5 And the mariners were afraid, and called

every man unto his god; and they cast forth

the articles which were in the ship into the

sea, to be lightened of them. But Jonah was
gone down into the hold of the ship, and lay

doAvn, and was fast asleep.

6 So the ship-master came near unto him,

and said unto him. Why dost thou sleep?''

arise, call upon thy God; perhaps it be that

God will think of us, that we may not be

lost.

7 And they said one to the other. Come,
and let us cast lots; that we may know for

whose cause this evil hath happened unto us.

And they cast lots, and the lot fell upon
Jonah.

8 Then said they unto him. Tell us, we
pray thee, thou for whose cause this evil hath
happened unto us. What is thy business?

and whence comest thou ? what is thy coun-

try? and of what people art thou?

9 And he said unto them, I am a Hebrew

;

and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who
hath made the sea and the dry land.

° Lit- " the ship thought to be broken."
*• Rashi. Eng. ver. "What meanest thou, sleeper?"
' Heb. "silent from us."
'' In the English version, chap. ii. commences at ver. 2.

10 Then were the men exceedingl}' afraid,

and they said unto him. What is this thou
hast done? for the men knew that he was
flying from the presence of the Lord ; because

he had told them.
11 And they said unto him. What shall

we do unto thee, that the sea may become
calm" around us? for the sea grew more and
more tempestuous.

12 And he said unto them. Take me up,

and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the

sea be calm around you; for I know well

that because of me is this great tempest upon
you.

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to

bring (the ship) back to the land; but they
could not; for the sea grew more and more
tempestuous around them.

14 And they called unto the Lord, and
said, We beseech thee, Lord, let us not be

lost, we pray thee, for the life of this man,
and lay not upon us (the guilt of) innocent

blood; for thou art the Lord, as it pleaseth

thee so dost thou do.

15 And they took up Jonah, and cast him
forth into the sea : and the sea ceased from
its raging.

16 And the men feared the Lord very
greatly; and they offered a sacrifice unto the

Lord, and made vows.

CHAPTER II.''

1 And the Lord made ready a large fish

to swallow up Jonah ; and Jonah was in the

belly" of the fish three days and three nights.

2 Then prayed Jonah unto the Lord his

God out of the belly of the fish,

3 And he said, I called from the midst of

my distress unto the Lord, and he hath an-

swered me; out of the depth' of the grave

have I cried, and thou hast heard my voice.

° Heb. "bowels."
' Rashi, "the belly of the fish, which is like the grave

unto me." Philippson, "the bosom of the nether world."

Zunz, "of hell."
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4 For thou hast cast me into the deep, in

the heart of the seas; and the stream com-

passeth me ahout: all thy billows and thy

waves have passed over me.

5 And I thought indeed, I am driven out

from before thy ejes; yet I again shall look

toward thy holy temple.

6 The waters surrounded me, to the peril"

of my life; the deep compassed me about:

sea-weeds Avere bound about my head.

7 To the bottoms of the mountains did I

go down; the earth (closed) her bars about

me for ever: when thou broughtest up my
life from the pit,*" Lord my God

!

8 When my soul fainted within me I re-

membered the Lord: and my prayer came
unto thee, unto thy holy temple.

9 They that guard l\xlse vanities forsake

(the source of) their kindness."

10 But I Avill sacrilice unto thee with the

voice of thanksgiving; that which I have
vowed will I pay; (for) help is with the

Loud.

11 And the Lord commanded"' the fish, and
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^f And the word of the Lord came unto

Jonah the second time, saying,

2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, the great city,

and proclaim unto it the proclamation which
I shall speak unto thee.

3 And Jonah arose, and went unto Nine-

veh, according to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was a great city before God,"" a three

day's journey.

4 And Jonah began to go through'^ the

city one day's journey, and he called out, and
said. Yet forty days more, and Nineveh shall

be overthrown.

5 And the men of Nineveh believed in

God; and tliey proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the

lea.st of them.

G For when the matter was come unto the

king of Nincveli, he arose from his throne.

and put oil' his mantle from him, and covered

himself with sackcloth, and sat down on
ashes.

7 And he caused to be proclaimed and he
published'-' through Nineveh, By the decree

of the king and his chief men, it is said,

Neither man nor beast, neither herds nor
flocks, shall taste any thing; they shall not

feed, nor drink water;

8 But let man and beast be covered with

sackcloth, and let (men) call unto God with
might; and let them turn everyone from his

evil way, and from the violence which is in

their hands.

9 Who knoweth,"" but God may tuni and
bethink himself, and turn away from the

fiei'ceness of his anger, that we pcrisli not?

10 And God saw their works, that they
had turned from their evil way : and God he-

thought himself of the evil, which he had
spoken that he would do unto them, and he
did it not.

CHAPTER IV.

1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly;

and he was wroth.

2 And he prayed unto the Lord, and said,

I pray thee, Lord, was not this my word,

while I was yet in my own country? There-

fore made I haste' to fly unto Tharshish ; for

I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
merciful, long-suflbring. and abundant in kind-

ness, and repentant of the evil.

3 And now, Lord, take, I pray thee, my
soul from me; because it is better for me to

die, than to live.

4 And the Lord said. Art thou very wroth?''

5 Now Jonah was gone out of the city,

and dwelt on the east side of the city; and
he had made himself there a booth, and sat

under it in the shade, till he should see what
would become of the city.

G And the Lord God made read}' a gourd,

and it grew up over Jonah, to be a shade

over his head, to relieve him from his af-

fliction. And Jonah rejoiced because of the

gourd exceedingly.

7 But God made ready a worm when the

Heb. "even unto the soul." ||
' Lit. "to enter into." • Heb. "said."

• Eng. ver. "corruption." '' liaslii, " Whoever is conscious of guilt let hiui return
;

Itashi; t. e. God, from whom :ill the kindness men then God may repent, and," &e.

enjoy flows. I'hilippson, " their happiness."
'' Lit. "said unto," &e.
* Lit. "great unto God."
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Johlson. Philippson, "I fled before."

' Aben Ezra; but Thilippson, "Is it right that it dis-

pleaseth thee?"
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morning dawned on the morrow, and it smote
the gourd that it withered.

8 And it came to pass, when the sun arose,

that God made ready a hot east wind; and the

sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he lie-

came faint; and he wished for himself to die, i

and said. It is better for me to die than to live.

9 And God said unto Jonah. Art thou very
wroth for the gourd ? And he said, I am
very wroth, even unto death. 1

10 And the Lord said. Thou wouldest

have spared the gourd, for which thou hadst

not laboured, neither hadst thou made it

grow; which came up in one night, and
perished in one night:

11 And shall I not spare Nineveh, that

great city, wherein arc more than twelve

times ten thousand persons, who know not

how to discern between their right hand and
their left hand, and also much cattle?

THE PROPHECY OF MICAH,

CHAPTER 1.

1 ^ The word of the Lord that came to

Micah" the Moi'ashthite in the days of Jo-

tham, Achaz, and Hezekiah, the kings of

Judah, which he foresaw concerning Samaria
and Jerusalem.

2 Hear ye people altogether; listen, O
earth, with all that filleth it: and let the

Lord Eternal be witness against you, the

Lord from his holy temple.

3 For, behold, the Lord cometh forth out

of his residence;'' and he will come down,
and will step along" upon the high places of

the earth.

4 And the mountains shall melt beneath

him, and the valleys shall cleave in twain;

like wax (melteth) before the fire, like water
poured out on a declivity.

5 For the transgression of Jacob is all

this, and for the sins of the house of Israel.

Who"* caused the transgression of Jacob ? is it

not Samaria? and who caused the high-places

of Judah? is it not Jerusalem?
G Therefore will I change Samaria into

* Properly, Michah. Morashthite, a man of More-
shah.

'' Lit. "place." ° Lit. "tread."
* Redak. Jonathan, "Where is the transgression of

Jacob, is it not at Samaria?" &c.
' Rashi and Aben Ezra. Others, "stripped," or

"bare." Zunz, "wild."

stone-heaps on the field, into vineyard plant-

ations: and I will hurl down into the valley

her stones, and her foundations will I lay open.

7 And all her graven images shall be

beaten to pieces, and all her wages of sin

shall be burnt with the fire, and all her idols

will I make desolate; for from harlot's wages
she gathered them, and for harlot's wages
shall they be used again.

8 For this will I lament and wail; I will

go confused" and naked: I will make a la-

ment like the crocodiles, and mourning like

the ostriches.

9 For her wounds' are incurable; for (the

evil) is come even unto Judah; (the enemy)
hath reached as far as the gate of my people,

even up to Jerusalem.

10 Tell it not at Gath, weep ye not loudly

(there) : in Beth-le'aphrah roll thyself in the

dust.

11 Pass ye away, ye inhabitants of Sha-

phir, having your shame laid bare: the in-

habitress of Zailnan cometh not forth (any

more) ; the mourning of Beth-haezel taketh

from you its halting place."^

' Rashi, "she is sick of her wounds."
* After Philipp.son; meaning, Beth-haezel being cap-

tured will prevent its becoming a place for making a stand

against the enemy. Rashi takes Ssxn r\'3 as meaning
"bringing fields close together," i'. e. by robbing; and
translates, " the mourning which ye caused these ye plun-

dered by depriving them of their inheritance to join it to
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12 For the inhabitross of Maroth is grievef?

for the (lost) good; because evil came down
from the Lord unto the gate of Jerusalem.

13 Bind the chariot to the swift horses,

inhabitress of Lachish : the beginning of sin

was she to the daughter of Zion ; for in thee

were found the transgressions of Israel.

14 Therefore shalt thou have to give pre-

sents to Moresheth-gath : the houses of Ach-

zib shall become a deception to the kings of

Israel.

15 Yet will I bring an (enemy as) heir''

unto thee, inhabitant of Mareshah : as far

as 'AduUam shall withdraw" the glory of

Israel.

16 Make thyself bald, and cut off thy

hair for the children of thy delight; enlarge

thy baldness like the eagle; because they are

gone into exile from thee.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ Wo to those that devise wickedness,

and resolve on evil upon their couches! by
the first light of the morning, they execute

it, if"* they have it in the power of their

hand.

2 And they covet fields, and rob them;
and houses, and take them away: so they

defraud the master and his house, and the

man and his heritage.

3 ^f Therefore thus hath said the Lokd,

Behold, I will devise against this family an

evil, from which ye shall not remove your
necks; nor shall ye go erect; for it is an evil

time.

4 On that day shall one take up a parable

against you, and lament M'ith a mournful
lamentation, and say, " We are utterly wasted

:

yours, will cause your buildings erected thereon to Lave

no permanence;" i. r. they shall fall, not stand. Zunz,

"tlip mourning procession of Holhhaozcl takoth (already)

its stand by you." It is a difBnult vorsc.

' Abcn Ezra; but Rashi, "she hoped for good."
' Johlson, "conqueror;" and m.ikcs him the nomina-

tive to the end of the verse.

' Rashi; i. r. the enemy shall drive the Israelites be-

fore him up to 'AduUam, before they shall bo able to

halt. Philippson, "up to 'AduUam conieth he (the

enemy) ag:iinst the pride of Israel."
'' Others, " because."
• Aben Ezra; >'. r. the enemy divides the land, which

the I.srai'lites hoped sliould return to them. 80 Rashi

also, "The portion of my people is transferred to the

enemy; how will he turn unto me again to restore to

us our fields, which now that enemy dividcth." Philipp-
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the portion of my people hath he exchanged;
how hath he removed it from me! instead

of restoring (them to us)" he dividcth our
fields."

5 Therefore shalt thou have none that

shall draw*^ the (measuring) cord in (his) lot

in the congregation of the Lord.

6 "Preach not," (but) they shall preach:^

they shall not preach (indeed) to these, that

reproach may not overtake them.

7 Shall it be said'' (in) the house of Jacob,

Is the spirit of the Lord straightened? are

these his doings? do not my words do good

to him that walketh uprightly?

8 But long since is my people risen up as

an enemy : from the garment do you pull off

the ornament; of those that pass by securely

(ye make) men returned from war.'

9 The wives of my people do you drive

out of their delightful houses; from their

children do ye take away my ornament for

ever.

10 Arise j^e, and depart; for this is not

your resting-place; because it is polluted, it

shall destroy you, even with a grievous de-

struction.

11 If a man that goeth after wind and
lieth with falsehood (should say), "I will

preach unto thee of wine and of strong

drink :" he would be a preacher for this

people.

12 I will (once) surely assemble, Jacob,

all of thee ; I will surely gather up the rem-

nant of Israel; I will place them together as

flocks in the fold,"" as droves in the midst

of their pen: they shall be crowded' with

men.
13 The wall-breaker cometh up before

son, "depriving us of them they divide the fields." Johl-

son, "to the enemy arc our fields apportioned."
' Lit. "east," i'. c. on the ground; or draw it out to

measure with it.

« Philippson; but Rashi, "you prophets, who alw-ays

preach."

Rashi. Zunz, "thou, called, House of Jacob, is the

Lord quick to become wroth ?"&e.
' Rashi; /. r.. the ornaments which arc fast on the gar-

mont.s they pull off by force, thus defacing them ; and

make those who walk along securely look as though they

bad returned in tatters from a battle.

!

" Jonathan and others, Bmrnh, a city of Edom, which,

it is alleged, had many flocks.

' Others, ".shall make a noise," as in large cities, while
'

the population is about, there is always a peculiar noise

perceptible.
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them; tlicy break in and pass through the

gate, and go" out by it : and their king pass-

eth on before them, and the Lord at their

head.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And I said, Hear, I pray you, ye
heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house

of Israel ! Is it not for you to know what is

justice?

2 (But they are those) who hate the good,

and love the evil; who tear their skin from

off them, and their flesh from off their

bones

;

3 Who also eat the flesh of my people,

and flay their skin from oft' them; and who
crush their bones, and chop them in pieces,

as that to bo put in a pot, and as flesh within

a caldron.

4 Then will they cry unto the Lord, but

he will not hear them; and he will hide his

face from them at that time, as they have
committed their evil deeds.

5 ^ Thus hath said the Lord concerning

the prophets that mislead my people, Avho,

when they have something to bite with their

teeth, cry. Peace; but who prepare war
against him who putteth nothing in their

mouth

:

6 Therefore shall the night be unto you,

without a vision; and it shall be dark unto

you, without divining; and the sun shall go

down around the prophets, and the day shall

be obscured around them.''

7 Thus shall the seers be made ashamed,

and the diviners be put to the blush : yea,

they shall all wrap themselves up to the

upper lip;" for there is no answer of

God.

8 But truly I am indeed full of strength

b}' the spirit of the Lord, and (of power) of

judging, and of might, to tell unto Jacob his

transgression, and to Israel his sin.

9 ^[ Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of

the liou,se of Jacob, and ye princes of the

house of Israel, that abhor justice, and make
crooked all that is straight.

* Zunz, "through which the others went out." The

prophet briefly describes the return of the dispersed of

Israel at the restoration, when all difficulties shall vanish

;

the prince loads, but God prepares the way.
^ The preceding verse says how the prophets would

prophesy for wages peace, or declare war if not paid;

4 L

10 They build up Zion with blood-guilti-

ness, and Jerusalem with wrong.

11 Her heads judge for bribes, and her

priests teach for reward, and her prophets

divine for -money: find yet will they lean

upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord
among us? evil cannot come over us.

12 Therefore for your sake shall Zion be

ploughed up as a field, and Jerusalem shall

become ruinous heaps, and the mount of the

house forest-covered high-places.''

CHAPTER IV.

1 TJ And it shall come to pass in the last

days, that the mountain of the Lord's house

shall be firndy established on the top of the

mountains, and shall be exalted above the

hills; and unto it shall people flow.

2 And many nations shall come, and say.

Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, and to the liouse of the God^of
Jacob; that he may teach us of his ways,

and we may walk in his paths; for out of

Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of

the Lord out of Jerusalem.

3 And he shall judge between many peo-

ple, and decide for strong nations even af;ir

off; and they shall beat their swords into

plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-

knives : nation shall not lift up sword against

nation, and they shall not learn any more
war.

4 But they shall sit every man under his

vine and under his fig-tree, with none to

make them afraid; for the mouth of the

Lord of hosts hath spoken it.

5 (But) though' all the people should Avalk

every one in the name of his god, yQt will we
walk in the name of the Lord our God for

ever and ever.

6 Tf On that day, saith the Lord, avIU I

assemble her that halteth, and her that is

driven out will I gathei', and her to whom I

have done evil;

7 And I will make of her that halted a

remnant, and of her that was ca.st off far

away a strong nation: and the Lord will

and now they are told that they shall be deprived of the

means of deceiving, as the night shall be too dark to look

at the stars and the sun he obscured in the day.

" Sign of mourning. (See Lev. xiii. 4.5; Ezck. xxiv. 17.)
^ 8ee Jer. xxvi. 18.
' Johlsun. Others, " For all the people, &c., and we,"&c.
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reign over thorn on mount Zion, from this

time and unto ctornity.

8 ^[ And tliou, tower'' of flocks, tlic

strong-liold of tlie dauglitor of Zion, unto

thee shall go.'' and shall come, the former do-

minion, the kingdom helonging to the daugh-

ter of Jerusalem.

9 Now Avhy dost thou cry aloud? is there

no king in thee? is thy counsellor lost? that

pangs have seized on thee as on a woman in

travail?

10 Be in pain, and lahour to bring forth,'"

daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail;

for now shalt thou go forth out of the city,

and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou
shalt go as far as Babylon ; there shalt thou
be delivered; there will the Lord redeem
thee from the grasp of thy enemies.

11 And now many nations are gathered

against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and
let our eye look with pleasure on Zion.

12 But they know not the thoughts of the

LoKi), and they understand not his counsel:

that he will (once) gather them as the

sheaves into the threshing-iloor.

13 Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion;

for I will render thy horn iron, and thy hoofs

will I render copper, and thou shalt beat in

pieces many people: and I will devote unto
the Lord their ill-gotten gain, and their sul>

stance unto the Lord of the whole earth.
14'' Now gather tlijself in troops, O daugh-

ter of troops;" they lay siege against us: with
the rod they smite upon the cheek the judge
of Israel.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ But thou, Beth-lechem Ephratah, the

least (though) thou be among the thousands
of Judah, (yet) out of thee shall he come
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;

whose origin is from olden times, from most
ancient days.

* Not the tower of this name, Migdal-'cder, mentioned
in Gen. xsxv. 21, which i.s by Beth-lceheui, but Mount
Zion itself, the watchtower for the flock .spoken of in the

preceding verses.—After Kedak.
^ Rashi, after the ma.s-ioretic pause accent at nnsn, sup-

plies "the remnant" spoken of above: "unto tlice shall

corae all the rcniuaut; ami there shall eouic the former
dominion," Ike.

° llodak renders 'nJ1 with "and groan."
'' In the Knglish version this is verse 1 of ehap. v.

• Kashi eomuicnt.s this to mean the Chaldeans, who
C82

2 Therefore will he give them up, mitil

the time that she*^ who travaileth hath
brought forth: then shall the remnant of his

brethren return with the children of Israel.

3 And he shall stand forward and feed

(Israel) through the strength of the Lord,
through the excellency of the name of the

Lord his God ; and they shall abide (safely)

;

for now shall he be great even unto the ends
of the earth.

4 And in this (manner) shall there be
peace, if Asshur should come into our land

:

and if he should tread in our palaces, then
will w^e raise up against him seven shepherds,

and eight anointed" men.
5 And they shall lay waste the land of

Asshur Avitli the sword, and the land of Nim-
rod in the gates of its (cities) : thus Avill he
deliver us from Asshur, if he should come
into our land, and if he should tread within

our borders.

6 Tl And the remnant of Jacob .shall be in

the midst of many people like dew from the

Lord, like showers upon the grass, that wait

not for man, nor hope for the sons of man.
7 And the renniant of Jacob shall be

among the nations, in the midst of many
people, like a lion among the beasts of the

forest, like a 3'oung lion among flocks of

sheep: who, if he break in,'' both treadeth

down, and teareth in pieces, while none can
deliver.

8 High shall thy hand be lifted up above
thy adversaries, and all thy enemies shall be
cut oft'.

9 ^ And it shall come to pass on that day,

saith the Lord, that I will cut off" thy horses

out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy

thy chariots;

10 And I will cut off" the cities of thy
land, and I will throw down all thy strong-

holds;

11 And I will cut off" the arts of Avitch-

may now prosper, though Israel will at length survive

and prevail over all. J'hilippson, freely, "troop of op-

pressors."
' God will give them up to their enemy till the time of

Judah's regeneration, when their remnant shall join the

other tribes and be no more two people.—.\fler H.\sin.

^ Zunz. Others, "principal." "These numbers arc

indefinite, and mean chiefs and generals with their proper

armies."— I'UH.lPPSd.v.
"" ('. f. I'asseth through the enclosure where the cattle

arc kept.
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craft out of thy hand; and soothsayers shalt

thou have no more;

12 And I will cut off thy graven images,

and thy statues out of the midst of thee; and

thou shalt no more prostrate thyself to the

work of thy hands;

13 And I will pluck np thy groves out of

the midst of thee; and I will destroy thy

enemies."

14 And I will in anger and fury execute

vengeance upon the nations, upon those that

have not hearkened.

CHAPTER VI.

1 T[ Do but hear now what the Lord saith,

Arise, contend thou before'' the mountains,

and let the hills hear thy voice.

2 Hear ye, mountains, the controversy

of the Lord, and ye strong foundations of

the earth! for the Lord hath a controversy

with his people, and with Israel will he
plead.

3 my people, what have I done unto

thee? and wherewith have I wearied thee?

testify against me.
4 Although'' I had brought thee up out

of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out

of the house of servants; and I sent before

thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

5 my people, do but rememljer what Ba-

lak king of Moiib resolved, and what Bil'am

the son of Be'or answered him ; from Shittim'*

unto Gilgal, in order that ye may know the

gracious benefits of the Lord.

G Wherewith shall I come befoi'e the Lord,

bow myself before the God on high? shall I

come before him with burnt-offerings, with
calves of a year old ?

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands

of rams, or with myriads of streams of oil?

shall I give my first-born for my transgres-

sion, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?

* Jonathan and Kaslii. Others, "thy cities." What-
ever is used for defence or attack, and all means of decep-

tion, and outward disturbing causes, shall no longer break
in upon the reign of peace here foretold.

'' Meaning, that mountains and hills shall be the judges.
° Rashi. Others, "because."
^ Eashi, "In Shittim you sinned, yet I withheld not

the good nor my help from you, but brought you to Gil-

gal to inherit the land."
' Heb. Ephah, a.s a general term for measures. This

is here represented as " scant " not up to the legal stand-

8 He hath told thee, man, what is good;

and what the Lord doth require of thee:

(nothing) but to do justice, and to love kind-

nes.s, and to walk humbly with thy God.

9 ^ The voice of the Lord calleth unto

the city,—and (the man of) Avisdom shall

see thy name :—hear ye the rod (of punish-

ment), and who hath ordained it.

10 Are there yet in the house of the wick-

ed man the treasures of wickedness, and the

scant accursed measure?"

11 Can I be pure with wicked balances,

and with a bag (full) of deceptive weights?

12 For her rich men are full of violence,

and her inhabitants have spoken falsehood,

and their tongue is deceit (itself) in their

mouth.
13 Therefore have I also smitten thee

with sore wounds, making (thee) desolate be-

cause of thy sins.

14 Thou wilt eat, but not be satisfied;

and what thou hast eaten shall bend thee

down;^ and thou wilt overtake (the enemy) ,^

but thou shalt not deliver; and that which

thou deliverest will I give up to the sword.

15 Thou wilt sow, but thou shalt not reap;

thou wilt tread out olives, but thou shalt not

anoint thyself with oil; and the juice of the

grapes, but thou shalt not drink wine.

16 For there are observed the statutes of

'Omri, and all the works of the house of

Achab, and ye walk in their counsels; in

order that I should give thee up unto desola-

tion, and thy inhabitants to derision; and ye
shall bear the reproach of my'' people.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ Wo is me! for I am as in the gather-

ing-' of the summer fruits, as in the grape-

gleanings of the vintage : there is no cluster

to eat, no first-ripe fruit for which my soul

longeth.

2 The pious hath disappeared out of the

ard, hence, "accursed," or calling down the wrath of

God.
' Eashi, "I^lpa "what is in thy bowels," i'. i\ the food

after it is eaten,—this shall be undigested, and cause a

cramp and contraction. Zunz, "unappeasable hunger

shall remain within thee."

« Eashi.
'' Sept. "of the people."
' Eashi, "The prophet complains over himself that he

was appointed prophet at a time when there were no

righteous in the generation."
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land; and tlie upriulit among men there is

none; all ol" them lie in wait lor blood; they

hunt every man his brother with a net.

3 For the evil of your hands you expect

good? while the prince demandeth (bribes),

and the judge acteth for pay; and the great

man is only speaking the wilful pleasure of

his soul, and so do they make a network (of

wrong) ."

4 The best of them is a brier; the most
upright is (sharper) than a thorn-hedge : the

day of thy watchmen,'' thy j^imi'^linient, is

come; now shall be perplexity among them.

5 Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not

confidence in a confidant:" from her that

lieth in thy bosom guard the doors of thy

mouth.
6 For the son disgrace th the father, the

daughter riseth up against her mother, the

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

a man's enemies are the men of his own
house.

7 But I will look unto the Lord; I will

wait for the God of my salvation: my God
will hear me.

S K(.'joice not, my enemy,'' over mc

:

though I am fallen, I rise again; though I

should sit in darkness, the Lord will be a

light unto me.
9 ^[ The indignation of the Lord will I

bear, because I have sinned against him;
until he plead my cause, and execute justice

for me; (when) he will bring me forth to the

light, and I shall behold his righteousness.

10 Then she that is my enemy will see it,

and shame shall cover her, who said unto me,
Where is the Lord thy God ? my eyes shall

complacently see her (sufler) : now shall she

be trodden down as the mire of the streets.

• This verso is rendered after Raski; but Redak, "to
confirm the evil in their hands, the judge," &c. Philipp-

8on, " In order to pronounce the evil of the hands good,

the judge," &c.—"and the great csprcssoth the longing

of his suul," i. c. fur gifts.

'' Kashi, " the day on which thou didst hope for happi-

ness;" the watchmen arc the prnphcts; the day they pre-

dicted was the time of punisiiniont.

° Others, "chief," or "guide."
'' I'roperly, "female enemy," which cannot be given

with an English word.
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11 The day" that thy fences are to be
built—that same day, the ordained, is yet
far removed/

12 It is a day when men shall come to

thee from Assyria, and the cities of Mazor,"

and from Mazor even to the river, and from
sea to sea, and (from) mountain to mountain.

13 AVhile*- the land (of the nations) shall

be made desolate because of its inhabitants,

for the fruit of their doings.

14 ^ Feed thy people Avith thy rod, the

flock of thy heritage, which dwell in .solitude

in the wood, in the midst of Carmel : let

them feed in Bashan and Gil'ad, as in the

days of old.

15 As in the days of thy coming out of the

land of Egypt will I let them see marvellous

things.

16 Nations shall see and be ashamed of

all their might : they shall lay their hand
upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf-

ened.

17 They shall lick the dust like tlie ser-

pent; like those that crawl on the earth, shall

they come forth trembling out of their close

places : unto the Lord our God shall they

hasten in dread, and shall be afraid of thee.

18 Who is a god like unto thee, pardoning
iniquity, and forgiving' transgression to the

residue of his heritage ? he retaineth not his

anger for ever, because he delighteth in kind-

ness.

19 He will again have mercy on us, he
will suppress our iniquities

;
yea, thou wilt

cast all their sins into the depths of the

sea.

20 Thou wilt show faithfulness unto Jacob,

and kindness unto Abraham, which thou hast

sworn unto our fathers in the days of old.

" Rashi refers this verse to the enemy, and renders,

"The day thou hopcst for, to build thy fences—that day
will remove afar its fixed time and will be delayed and
never come."

' After I'hilippson, who refers the prophecy to Israel,

the restoration of whom it is thus said will be after a long

while, though certain.

' Iledak, "Kgj-pt." Others, "fortified cities."

' Kashi and Aben Ezra; but I'hilippson, "Notwith-
standing the land (of Israel) was made desolate."

' Lit. "passing by," i. e. not punishing.



THE PROPHECY OF NAHUM,
Dim HNUl

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The doom of Nineveh. The jjook of
the vision of Nahum" the Elkoshite.

2 A God jealous and avenging is the Lord;
an avenger is the Lord, and full of fury.; the
Lord taketh vengeance on his adversaries,

and keepeth in mind the deeds of his ene-

mies.

3 The Lord is long-suffering, and great in

power, but he will by no means clear the
guilty: the Lord—in the whirlwind and in

the storm is his way, and the clouds are the
dust of his feet.

4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry,

and all the rivers he drieth up : Bashan then
withereth, with Carmel, and the flowers of
Lebanon wither.

5 Mountains quake before him, and the
hills melt away ; and the earth is lifted up^
at his presence, yea, the world, and all that
dwell therein.

6 Before his indignation who can stand?
and who can subsist'' before the fierceness of
his anger? his fury is poured out Hke fire,

and the rocks are broken down by him.
7 The Lord is good, a sti'ong-hold on the

day of distress; and he knoweth'' those that
trust in him.

8 But with an overflowing flood will he
utterly destroy the place of (Nineveh), and
his enemies will he pursue with darkness.

9 What will you devise against the Lord?

" Properly, Nachum.
" As is often the case in earthquakes, when hills sink

and level land is upheaved, llashi, Aben Ezra, &c.
"riscth up in smoke," or "is burnt."

" Philippson, literally, "who can rise up."
* Rashi, "(the wants of) those," &c.
° Philippson refers this and verse 12 to Israel, or Zion,

meaning, that the wicked should be removed, and they
should suffer no more through them. llashi and others

apply this verse to Nineveh, as the destroyer of God's
people had come from it.

' Jonathan, "though they set across the Tigris and
passed over the Euphrates."

he is bringing about an utter destruction, the
distress shall not rise up twice.

10 For they, like thorns interwoven, and
as men made drunken in their drinking bout,
shall be entirely consumed as dry stubble.

11 There is gone forth" out of thee he
that devised evil against the Lord, the coun-
sellor of infamous things.

12 T[ Thus hath said the Lord, Though
they be complete, and ever so man}-, never-
theless shall they be cut down,^ and it shall

be over (with them) ; and if even I have
afflicted thee, I will afilict thee no more.

13 For now will I break his yoke from off

thee, and thy bonds Avill I tear asunder.
14 But= against thee hath the Lord de-

creed, that no heir'' of thy name shall be any
more

; out of the house of thy gods will I cut
off the graven and the molten image: I will

prepare thy grave (there) ;' for thou art made
vile.

CHAPTER II.''

1 Behold, upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that pu]>
lisheth peace, Celebrate thy feasts, Judah,
fulfil thy vows; for never more shall the
wicked' pass again through thee; he is ut-

terly cut off.

2 The destroyer is come up against thee"
to enclose (thee) with works of siege:
look out on the way, make thy loins strong,
strengthen (thyself) greatly with power.

* Verse 13 evidently refers to Jerusalem or Israel, and
this to the king of Assyria.

'' Lit, "there shall not be sown of thy name any more."
' After Rashi, who commont.s, "like thy father who

was slain in the house of Nissrach his god." (See 2 Kincs
xix. 39.)

'' In the English version, chap. ii. commences at ver. 2.
' Johlson and others, "destroyer."
" llashi conceives the land of Judah to be addressed

here: "The destroyer that once came up against thee, is

now himself besieged (by the king of Babylon); look out,
thou man of Judah," &c. Aben Ezra thinks Nineveh is

addressed.
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3 For the Lord bringelh back again the

excellency of Jaeob, a.s also the excellency

of Israel ; for the plunderers" have plundered

them, and have wasted the branches of their

vines.

4 The shields of his mighty men are made
red, the valiant men are (clothed) in scarlet

:

with the fire of the steeP the chariots (glit-

ter) on the day when he prepareth himself

(for battle), and the spears' are shaken.

5 In the streets the chariots rush madly
along, they rattle through the public places:

their appearance is like torches, they run

along like the lightnings.

6 He will summon his valiant men, they

shall stumble in their walk ; they hasten to

her walls, and the covering for defence is

prepared.

7 The gates of the rivers are opened, and

the palace is dissolved.

8 And the queen'' is carried away captive

stripped of her attire, and her maids moan as

with the voice of doves, striking their hand
upon their breast.

9 And Nineveh was like a pool of Avater

from the days that she existed: yet now
they flee. "Stand, stand," (shall they cry,)

but none shall look back.

10 Plunder silver, plunder gold; for with-

out end are tlie treasures, there is an abund-

ance" of all precious vessels.

11 She is void, and emptied out, and wast-

ed; and the heart melteth, and the knees

totter, and trembling is in all loins, and the

faces of them all are covered witli blackness.

12 Where is (now) the dwelling of the

lions, and the feeding-place of the young
lions, where the lion, the lioness, and the

lion's whelp walked, and none made them
afraid?

13 The lion tore in pieces (prey) enough
for his whelps, and strangled for his lionesses,

• Lit. "the ciiipticrs have emptied them out."

' mSs is .supjjiKscJ by /unz and (ithois to mean ".steel,"

beiicc the weapons made of it, witii which the chariots

were supplied when they went to battle. Some (llasbi,

Aben Ezra, and Kodak) suppose it means "flames," or the

sparks struck by the iron wheels aa they are driven swiftly

over the ground.

"Lit. "the fir-trees," hence, "spears" or "arrows"
made of this wood. Redak, "the spears arc poisoned."

The sentence is of difficult construction; and Jonathan
renders it, "and the chiefs of the camps are enveloped in

coloured };nrments."
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and filled with prey his holes, and his dens
witli what he had torn.

14 Behold, I will bo against thee, saith

the LoKD of hosts, and I will burn into

smoke thy'' chariots, and thy yoimg lions

the .sword shall devour: and I will cut off

from the earth thy pre} ing, and no more
shall be heard the voice of thy messengers.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ Wo to the city of blood! it is all l\dl

of lies and robberj'; never ceaseth the prey-

ing;

2 The noise of a whip, and the noise of

the I'attling of wheels, and of prancing horses,

and of the skipping chariots.

3 Horsemen mount, and there arc the

flaming sword and the glittering spear: and
tliere is a multitude of slain, and heaps of

carcasses; and without end are the corpses;

they stumble on their corpses
;

4 Because of the multitude of the lewd
deeds of the harlot, that is rich in graceful-

ncss, the mistress of witchcrafts, tliat selletli

nations through her lewd deeds, and families

through her witchcrafts.

5 Behold, I will be against thee, saith the

Lord of hosts; and I will lay thy skirts open
over thy face, and I will let nations see thy

nakedness, and kingdoms thy .shame.

C And I will cast abominable fdth upon
thee, and defile thee, and will render thee a

dirt-heap.'''

7 And it shall come to pass, that all they

that see thee shall flee from thee, and say.

Laid waste is Nineveh: who will condole

with her? whence shall I seek comforters for

thee?

8 Art thou better than No-amon, that was
situated on the rivers, that had water round

about her, the rampart of which was the sea,''

and the Avails of which rose out of the sea?

' This verse is given after Rashi; but Rcdak takes

3X711 to stand by itself, as meaning, "the palace that stood

in pro.sperity so many years is destroyed;" and I'hilipp-

son, "And though he (/. c. the king) placed himself (in

battle), she (Nineveh) is carried away into captivity," ic.
' Johlson and others. Jonathan, "sweep it of all pre-

cious vessels."

' Lit. "her;" but the change of persons, oa from the

second to the third, is very frequent in the Bible.

* I'hiliiipson, "a spectacle."

^ IMiilippson, "river," i. c. the Nile; so also Isa. xi.

15; six. 5.
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9 Ethiopia the mi.merous" and Egypt that

was without end, Put and Liil)im were thy
helpers.

10 Yet also she was exiled, was carried

away into captivity; also her young children

were dashed in pieces at the corners of all

streets; and for her honouraljle men they
cast lots, and all her great ones were bound
with chains.

11 Thou also shalt he made drunken:
thou shalt be hidden from view, thou also

shalt seek refuge because of the enemy.
12 All thy strong-holds shall be like fig-

trees with the first-ripe figs, which, if they
be shaken, will Ml into the mouth of the

eater.

13 Behold, thy people are become women
in the midst of thee : nnto thy enemies are

the gates of thy land set wide open; the fire

hath devoured thy bars.

14 Water for the siege draw for thyself,

fortify thy strong-holds: go into the clay,

and tread the mortar, make strong the brick-

kiln.

15 There shall the fire devour thee; the

sword shall cut thee ofl", it shall devour thee

up like the cankerworm : (though) thou
make'' thyself many as the cankerworm;
make thyself many as the locusts.

IG (Though) thou hadst multiplied thy
merchants more than the stars of heaven

:

the cankerworm spreadeth itself out, and
flieth away.

17 Thy crowned ones are like the locusts,

and thy leaders like the swarms of locusts,

which camp in the hedges on a cold day,

but when the sun ariseth they flee away,
and their place is not known where they
are.

IS Th}^ shepherds slumber, king of As-
syria; thy valiant men are at rest: scattered

are thy people upon the mountains, and there

is none that gathereth them.
19 There is no healing for thj- breach;

fatal is thy wound : all that hear the report

of thee will clap their hands over thee; for

over whom did not thy wickedness pass con-

tinually?

THE PROPHECY OF HABAKKUK,

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The prophecy which Habakkuk" the

prophet foresaw.

2 How long, Lord, have I entreated

(thee), and thou wouldst not hear? (how long)

shall I cry out unto thee (because of) vio-

lence, and thou wilt not save?

3 Why wilt thou let me see wickedness,

and wilt look on trouble, and the robbery
and violence (that are) before me: while''

there is strife, and contention lifteth up (its

head)

?

" Zunz. Raslii, "Cash that was her strength." No-
aman is adJrcssed in this verse.

'' Eashi, "it shall sweep thee off like the cankerworm,
it shall sweep thee off like the locusts."

4 Thei'efore is the law poAverless, and
justice Cometh not forth victorious; for the

wicked encompasseth about the righteous;

therefore doth justice come forth perverted.

5 Look ye about among the nations, and
behold and be astonished and astounded; for

(God) will fulfil a woi'k in your days, yc
would not believe it, if it were onl}" told you.

6 For, lo, I will raise up the Chaldeans,

that bitter and impetuous nation, which
march to the wide spaces of the earth to con-

quer dwelling-places that are not theirs.

7 Terrible and dreadful are they: from

" Properly, Chnhnklcuk.

'Zunz; but Kashi, •' while the wicked who esciteth

strife and contention is allowed to exist and prosper;" so

also Jonathan; but it is a forced construction.
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themselves" go forth their judicial laws and
their dignity.

8 And swifter than leopards are their

horses, and fiercer than the evening wolves:

and their horsemen spread themselves abroad;

and their horsemen will come from far; they
will ily like the eagle hastening to eat.

9 They all will come for violence: the

front"" of their foces is like the east wind,

and they gather captives as the sand.

10 And they will make sport with kings,

and pi'inces will be a play imto them; at

every strong-hold will they laugh, and they

will cast up earth-mounds and capture it.

11 Then' doth their spirit become arrogant,

and they are surpassingly proud, and oflend,

(imputing) this their power unto their god.

12 ^ Art thou not from everlasting,

LoKD my God, my Holy One? Ave shall not

die. LoHD, thou hast ordained them for

judgment; and, Protector,'' thou hast ap-

pointed them to correct (nations).

13 Thou art too pure of eyes to behold evil,

and canst not look on trouble; Avherelbre

wilt thou look upon those that deal treach-

erously, be silent when the wicked swallow-

eth up him that is more righteous than he?
14 And (why) makest thou men" as the

fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that

heave no ruler over them?
15 All of them he*^ bringeth up with the

angle, he draggeth them up in his net, and
gathereth them in his drag; therefore he re-

joiceth and is glad.

IG Therefore he sacrificeth unto his net,

and burnetii'^ incen.se unto his drag; because

through them is his portion fat, and his food

marrowy.

* i. e. They act iu judicial matters without regard to

right, only according to their will. So Jonatiian; but

Kashi, "they have judges and kings who impose their

burden and fear on all."

' Jonathan. Kashi, " the snorting of their faces is

like that of the east wind." Zunz, "their faces snort

eastward." Philippson, "the raging of their faces is

turned forward."
° This verse is given after Ilashi and Rcdak, taking

I3i'"i as "pa.ssing"—the bounds, here, in pride or as-

sumption. Philippson, however, " Thoy pass (into the

conf|Ucrcd city), and it is wasted; and this their power is

their god." Zunz, "then move they along as a storm,
and it is pji.ssed, and thus is (all) wasted, (imputing)," &c.

"Ileb. "llnck."
" Kashi coninients, "before this wicked one free as the

Oshcs of llic sea, whom every one than pleaseth may catch."
0»«

17 Shall he therefore (always) empty his

net, and continually slay nations without
sparing?

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ Upon my watch will I stand, and
place myself upon the tower,'' and will watch
to see what he will speak with me, and what
I shall answer to my reproof'

2 And the Lord answered me, and said.

Write down the vision, and make it plain

upon the tables, that every one may read it

fluently.

3 For there is yet a vision for the appoint-

ed time, and it speaketh of the end, and it

will not deceive: though it tarry, wait for it;

because it will surely come, it will not be de-

layed.

4 Behold, disturljcd,'' not at rest is the soul

of (the wicked) in him; but the righteous

ever liveth in his (trustful) faith.

5 And though the wine- (drunken) traitor,

the proud man,' Avhose hou.se will not stand,

who enlargeth his desire as the grave, and
is like death, which cannot be satisfied,

—

though he gather unto him all the nations,

and assemble unto him all the people

:

6 Will not all these take up a parable

against him, and a proverb and a satire

concerning him ? and they will say, AVo to him
that increaseth what is not his! for how
long? and to him that loadeth himself with
a burden of guilt

!""

7 Behold, suddenly will rise up those that

afflict" thee, and awake those that plague
thee, and thou shalt become a booty unto
them.

8 Because thou hast despoiled many na-

' Each one of the wicked. Eng. ver. " they," referring

to the Chaldeans as a nation.

* rhilippson takes this figuratively, as meaning that

they deify their own power, not the weapons them.selves.
" Lit. ''fortress."

' Aben Ezra, "to him who reproveth me." Redak
adds, "for I am not alone perplexed in this matter."

' After Kashi. rhsy from hsy, "a hill," the opposite

from ity" "level;" hence, figurative, "disturbed—quiet;"

the righteous is always inward, as it were, on a level,

while the wicked has constant internal difficulties to ovcr-

eonie. Zunz, " Behold, presumptuous is the soul of

him who liatii no pleasure in God."
' Meaning tlie king of the Chaldeans.

"' l{asiii, deriving it IVum 3;'"tliiek ma.<s," and 0'i3

"clay." Others, from 03;* "a pledge for debt."

" Lit. "that bite thee." Others, "tliy creditors."
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tions, therefore will all the remnant of the

people despoil thee; because of the blood of

men, and the violence a,a:ainst the land, the

city, and all that dwell therein.

9 T[ Wo to him that obtaineth an evil

gain for his house, that he may set his nest

on high, that he may be delivered from the

grasp of the wicked

!

10 Thou hast counselled shame to thy

house, by cutting off man}' people, and sin-

ning (against) thy soul.

11 For the stone will cry out of the wall,

and the beam out of the wood (-work) Avill

answer it.

12 ^ Wo to him that bnildeth a town with

blood-guiltiness, and layeth the foundation of

a city by wrong-doing.

1-3 Behold, is it not from the Lord of hosts

that the people shall labour for the very fire,

and the people shall weary themselves for

naught but vanity?

14 For the earth shall be filled with know-
ledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters

cover the sea.

15 ^ Wo unto him that maketh his neigh-

bours drink, (to thee) that pourest out thy
poisonous (wine), and makest them also

drunken, in order to look on their naked-
ness !

16 Thou art filled with shame instead of

glory; drink thou also, and let thy naked-
ness be uncovered: there shall be turned

around unto thee the cup of t]>e Lord's right

hand, and filthy spittle shall be on thy glory.

17 For the violence against Lebanon shall

cover thee, and the destruction of beasts,

which he terrified away," because of the blood

of men, and the violence against the land,

the city, and all that dwell therein.

18 What profiteth the graven image that

its maker hath graven it? the molten image,

and a teacher of falsehood, that the maker of

'Zunz; but Kaslii, "the destruction of thy cattle

(armies) that wasted my people Israel, this shall break
'lem." Philippson, "and the destruction of its bea.sts

^^J' disgrace (thee)."
^ Rashi. ° Rcdak, "brightness."
* Jonathan, "there was revealed his glory which had

been hidden from the children of men in the height of

heaven." Aben Ezra, "the hiding-place," i.e. the ark

where the tables of the covenant were kept. Hcidenheim,

"This is the cover of liis power."
' Jonathan. Lit. "at his feet." Others render, "the

fiery plague was in hi.s train."

4M

his image trusteth therein, while making
dumb idols?

19 \\ Wo unto him that saith to the wood,
Awake! Eouse up to the dumb stone. This
shall it teach ? Beliold. it is overlaid with gold

and silver, and no breath whatever is in its

bosom.

20 But the Lord is in his lioly temple: be
silent before him all the earth.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet

upon Shigyonoth.

2 Lord. I have heard thy Dime, (and) was
afraid : Lord, thy work—in the midst of

the years (of sorrow)'' revive thou it, in the

midst of the years make it known; in wrath
remember mercy.

3 (When) God from Theman came, and
the Holy One from mount Paran, Selah:

his glory covered the heavens, and of his

praise" the earth was full.

4 And (his) brightness was like the sun-

light; raj-s streamed forth out of his hand
unto them: and there* was the hiding of his

power.

5 Before him went the pestilence, and
burning coals went forth in his steps."

6 He stood forward, and made the earth

tremble; he looked, and dispersed nations;

and there burst asunder the everlasting

mountains; there sunk the perpetual hills:

the ways' of tlie world arc his.

7 In afiliction" I saw the tents of Cushan:
they trembled—the curtains of the land of

Midian.

8 T[ Was the Lord wroth against the

rivers? yea, was against the rivers tin' anger

(kindled) ? was against the sea thy wrath,

that thou rodest upon thy horses, thy cha-

riots of victory?

9 Laid*" quite bare is thy bow, like se-

' Rashi. Philippson, "this is his everlasting course."

Zunz, "for him are paths from all eternity."

« Rashi, "In punishment for the wickedness of Israel

have I seen the tents of Cushan; (See Judges iii. 8;)
but when they repented, then trembled," &c.

^ Rashi translates, "Thy strength was fully revealed,

because of the oaths thou hadst sworn to the tribes, a

word that will stand for ever;" taking nii'^iy for "oaths,"

man "tribes," and nSa (Selah) as "eternity." Ileiden-

hcini and .Tolilson, bnldly, "thy bow seattcreth destruc-

tion around—(rrv from iii" " to destroy," " to lay h iro,")

—destruction sevenfold thj* spears, by thy miiihty com-
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vere rods of punishment (goeth forth) thy

word, Selah; into rivers thou splittest the

earth.

10 The mountains saw thee, they trem-

bled; the flowing waters passed along; the

deep issued forth its voice, the height" lifted

up its liands.

11 The sun and moon stood still in their

dwelling: at the light of thy arrows they*"

walked along, at the shining of the flaming

glitter of thy spear.

12 In indignation thou marchest through
the earth, in anger thou treadest down
nations.

13 Thou wentest forth to the assistance of

thy people, to the assistance of thy anointed

;

thou didst wound the head'' out of the house
of the wicked, destroy the foundation with
the high-towering walls.** Selah.

IJ: Thou didst strike through with his

o\m spears the chiefs of his villages, who
rushed out furiously to scatter me; who

rejoiced greatly as though they Avere to de-

vour the poor in .secret.""

15 (But) thou didst pass along over the
sea with thy horses, over the piled up billows

of great waters.

16 I heard it, and my inmost parts trem-
bled; at the report my lips quivered; rot-

tenness entered into my bones, and I trem-
bled in my place, that I should rest till the

day of distress, till the withdrawal of the

people that will invade us with its troops.'

17 For tlie fig-tree doth not bud, and no
fruit is on the vines; the productiveness*' of

the olive deceiveth, and the fields yield no
food; from the fold the flocks are cut ofl', and
there are no herds in the stalls.

18 Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will

exult in the God of my salvation.

19 The Lord Eternal is my strength, and lie

maketh my feet fleet as those of the hind,

and he will cause me to tread upon my high

places. To the chief musician of my songs.*"

THE PROPHECY OF ZEPHANIAH.
n'jG-; nxiDj.

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ The word of the Lord which came
unto Zephanyah the son of Cushi, the son of

Gedal\ah, the son of Amaryah, the son of

Chizkiyah, in the days of Josiah the son of

Amon, the king of.Tudali.

2 1 will remove,' utterly remove all tilings

from ofl" the face of the earth, saith the Lohd.

3 I will remove man and beast; I will re-

mand." Wc have followed Philippson as the simplest

cxpo.sition of this pa>sage.
• Ka.Hhi, who coiiiiiKints, "the inhabitants of tho earth

praised liim, tlic hosts of heaven thanked liini." Others

translate, ''and lifted up its hands on iiifrh."

' Raslii, and refers it to Israel. Heidenheim, to the

sun and moon. Philippson, " tiiy arrows fly instead of

light, instead of brightness is tiie lightning of thy spears."
° Zun/., "thou didst crush tin- gable end fmm tiie

Imiisir of the wieked, laying bare tho foiiudatiou up to the

lieek."

COO

move the fowls of the heaven, and the fi.shes

of the sea, and the stumbling-blocks together

with the wicked ; and I will cut ofl" man from
ofl" the face of the earth, saith the Lord.

4 And I will stretch out my hand over

.Tudah, and over all the inhabitants of Jeru-

salem; and I will cut oft' the remnant'' of

Ba'al from this ])lace, the name of his mini.^-

ters with his priests;

5 And those that bow themselves down on

'' Rashi. Lit. "neck," or the highest points, towers,

walls of a fortress.

' Philippson, "the oppressed in their hiding-place."
' After Rashi. Philippson, "till the oppressor goeth

up against my people." Heidenheim, "how could I

wait quietly for the day of distress, which bringeth

prosperity to my enemies?" taking unu" as derived from

li "fortune "
^ Lit. "work."

'' Ifcidenhcini. Philippson, "on Xi</iii'i//i," which,

like S/iii/iii/iiii, is a name di'scriptivi' of psalmody.
' Lit. "bring to au cud." * Rashi, ••the memory."
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the roofs of houses to the host of heaven ; and
those that bow themselves down that are

sworn (to be true)" to the Lord and still

swear by Malkom;
6 And those that are turned away from

the Lord ; and those that have not sought for

the Lord, and have not inquired of him.

7 Be silent in the presence of the Lord
Eternal; for nigh is the day of the Lord;
for the Lord hath prepared a slaughter, he
hath bidden*" his invited guests.

8 ^ And it shall come to pass on the day
of the Lord's slaughter, that I will inflict

punishment on the princes, and on the king's

sons, and on all such as are clothed in gar-

ments of a foreign land.'^

9 And I will inflict punishment on all

those that leap over the threshold on that

day," who fill the house of their master with
violence and deceit.

10 ^ And it shall come to pass on that

day, saith the Lord, that there shall be a
loud cry of lamentation from the fi.sh-gate,

and a wailing from the second," and (that of)

a great breach from the hills.

11 Wail, ye inhabitants of the mortar-

street,*^ for destroyed are all the trading-people;

cut ofl:' are all that wei'e laden with silver.^

12 ^ And it shall come to pass at that

time, that I will search Jerusalem through
with lights; and I will inflict punishment on
the men that are at rest"" on their lees, that

say in their heart. The Lord will not do
good, nor will he do evil.

13 And their wealth shall become a booty,

and their houses shall be made desolate ; and
they Avill build houses, but they shall not in-

habit them; and they will plant vineyards,

but they shall not drink their wine.

' After Philippson, to distinguish between S D'J'3i5'J and
3 "unto" and "by;" meaning, they associate the worship
of the Jlost High, which they had sworn to adhere to,

(see 2 Kings sxxii. 3,) with that of the idols of Phoeni-
cians and 'Ammonites.

' Philippson, literally, "sanctified;" but \eip "to sanc-

tify," means in Hebrew, "to set aside for a particular

purpose, for good or evil;" and in this sense it is fre-

quently used,—"sanctify a battle," "sanctify guests," &e.
° /. e. Imitate with foreign dresses foreign fashions.

Rashi, "with idol ornaments."
* Jonathan, " that follow the customs of the Philis-

tines," (See 1 Sam. v. 5,) who at the same time, with
those customs, oppressed the people.

' Kashi. Zunz, " the second city-quarter." Philipp-

son, "the lower town."

14 Nigli is the great day of the Lord, it is

nigh, and hasteneth greatly, (there is) the

noise of the day of the Lord; bitterly crieth

there the mighty man.
15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of

distress and anxiety, a day of wiisting' and
desolation, a day of darkness and obscurity, a

day of clouds and tempestuous gloom,
16 A day of the cornet and alarm, against

the fenced cities, and against the high battle-

ments.''

17 And I will bring distress upon men,
that the}' shall walk about like the blind, be-

cause against the Lord have they sinned:
and their blood shall be poured out like the
dust, and their flesh' like the dung.

18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall

be able to deliver them on the day of the
Lord's -vvrath ; through the fire of whose zeal

the -whole land shall be devoured; for de-

struction, yea, quite sudden, will he prepare
for all the inhabitants of the land.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ Gather yourselves together, yea, ga-

ther together, nation without desire (for

repentance) ;""

2 Before the decree is brought forth—like

the chaff the day passeth away"—before yet
there be come over you the fierce anger of
the Lord, before 3et there be come over you
the day of the anger of the Lord.

3 Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the
earth, who have fulfilled his ordinances;

seek righteousness, seek meekness: perhaps
ye will be j^rotected on the day of the Lord's
anger.

4 For Gazzah shall become forsaken, and
Ashkelon a desolate place: Ashdod shall

' Rashi, "the valley of Kidron, which is deep like a
mortar."

^ i. e. The rich. Aben Ezra, "the money-changers."
' Meaning, that are like wine which has never been

drawn off into another vessel. D'X2p "being stiff like

ice." ' Rashi. Philippson, "terror and fright."

' Redak, "towers." Aben Ezra, "hills."

' DinS is an Arabic word, signifying "flesh;" so Rashi
and Aben Ezra.

" Jonathan. Philippson, "Search yourselves through,

yea, search, thou nation without desire."

° Zunz, taking these words as a parenthesis; but Jona-
than considers them as an elliptical expression, "like the
chaff that passeth off before the wind, and like the mist
that evaporateth before the day." Johlson, "and your
day pass off like chaff."
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they drive out at the noon of day, and 'Ekron

shall be rooted up.

5 ^ Wo unto the inliahitants of the dis-

trict l)v the .sea, the nation of the Kerethites!

the word of the Lord is ajrainst }ou;

Canaan, the land of the Pliilistines, I will

even destroy thee, that no inhabitant shall

remain.

6 And the district by the sea shall become
phices for pens of" shepherds, and folds for

flocks.

7 And this district shall be for the rem-

nant of the house of Judah; thereupon shall

they feed their flocks : in the houses of Ash-
kolon shall they lie down in the evening; for

the Lf)RD their God will think of them, and
bring back their captivity.

8 I have heard the reproach of Moilb, and
the revilings of the children of 'Amnion,
wherewith they have reproached my people,

and made themselves great against their

border.

9 Therefore as I live, saith the Lord of

hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moilb shall

become like Sodom, and the children of 'Am-
mon like Gomorrah, overgrown*" with nettles,

and saltpits, and a desolation to eternity:

the residue of my people shall plunder them,

and the remnant of my nation shall possess

them.
10 This shall they have in recompense for

their pride; because they have reproached and
made them.selves great against the people of

the Lord of hosts.

11 Terrible will the Lord (appear) over

them ; for he will cause to vanish all the gods

of the earth; and then shall prostrate them-
selves before him, every one from its place,

all the isles of the nations.

12 Also ye Ethiopians .shall be those slain

by the sword.

13 And he will stretch out his hand
against the north, and destroy Assyria; and
he will make Nineveh a desolate place, dry,

like the wilderness.

' Zunz. Rnslii, "huts where shepherds prepare their

morning's meals." (Comp.ire 2 Kings vi. 23.) I'hilipp-

son, "places for .shepherds' wells." Redak, "ditches

made by the shepherds to keep their flocks together."
' Jonathan, who gives, " left for nettles." llasbi,

"rustling nettles." riiilippson, " thomhedgca."
° Philippson, "all the troops of wild beasts."
* After Rabbi Joshua, quoted by Abcn Ezra. Rashi,

"filthy."

6<J2

11 And there shall lie down in the midst
of her flocks, all the beast.s" of the nations;

both the pelican and the hedgehog shall

lodge in the capitals other columns; singing-

birds shall sing in the windows; ruins shall

be on the thresholds; for the cedar wjvinscot-

ing shall be torn away.
15 This is the joyfid city that dwelt in

.security, that said in her heart, I am, and
there is none else beside me : how is she be-

come desolate, a resting-place for bea^fcs

!

every one that passeth by her will hiss, and
shake his hand.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ Wo to her that is rebellious'' and pol-

i

luted, to the oppressing city

!

I 2 She hearkened not to any voice; she ac-

cepted no correction ; in the Lord she did not

trust ; to her God she drew not near.

j

3 Her princes in her midst are roaring

lions; her judges are evening wolves, they
leave not a bone for the morning."

4 Iler prophets are thoughtless, men of

treachery : her priests have profaned the sanc-

tuary, they have done violence to the law.

;

5 The just Lord is in her midst, he will

{not do wrong: morning after morning doth
he bring his justice to the light (of day), it

never faileth; but the unjust knoweth no
shame.

6 I have cut off nations: destroyed are

their battlements; I have laid in ruins their

streets, so that none passeth through : their

cities are wasted, without a man, without an
inhabitant.

7 I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou

wilt accept correction ; so that her dwelling

should not be cut off, all that I had decreed

to bring over her;' but they rose up early,

they acted''' corruptly in all their doings.

8 Therefore wait*" but for me, saith the
Lord, for the day that I rise up to the prey;'

for my judgment (cometh) to gather the na-

tions, for me to assemble the kingdoms, to

' Rashi. Abeu Ezra, "like evening wolves who have

broken no bones in the morning, and are therefore hun-

gry at evening;" so greedy for bribes are the judges.
' Rashi. Philippson takes So as h20, and translates!,

"all just as I had ordained for her."

• i. r. The people of the city—Jeru.salcra.

^ Meaning, the wieked doubt the Lord's retribution
;

but it will come, though delayed by his mercy.
' Jonathan, "that 1 will reveal myself to judge."
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poiu' over them my indignation, all the fierce-

ness of my anger; for through the lire of my
jealousy shall all the earth be devoured.

9 Yea then will I change unto the people

a pure language," that they may all call on

the name of the Lord, to serve him with one

accord.

10 From beyond the rivers of Cusli shall

the}' bring my suppliants, even the assembly*"

of my dispersed, as an offering unto me.

11 On that day shalt thou not be ashamed
because of all thy doings, whereby thou hast

ti'ansgressed against me ; for then will I re-

move out of the midst of thee those that

rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt never

more be haughty again on my holy mount.
12 And I will leave remaining in the

midst of thee an humble and poor people,

and they shall trust in the name of the

Lord.

13 The remnant of Israel shall not do in-

justice, nor speak lies; and there shall not

be found in their mouth a deceitful tongue;

for they shall feed and lie down, with none
to make them afraid.

14 \\ Sing, daughter of Zion; shout,

Israel ; rejoice and be glad with all thy heart,

daughter of Jerusalem.

" Zunz, "Yea, then will I transform for the people

tbeir lip into a pure one."
'' After Raslii. (See also Isa. XTiii. 7; Ixvi. 19.) n3,

literally, "daughter," stands frequently for "assem-

bly," "the daughter of Zion," "the daughters of the

Philistines."

° Rashi, "he will cover up thy old transgressions."
'' Johlson, only that ri'Si', referring to Jerusalem, is in

the third person, "her" is given with "thee," to avoid

15 The Lord hath removed thy punish-

ment, he hath cleared away thy enemy : the

king of Israel, the Lord, is in the midst of

thee; thou shalt not see evil any more.

16 On thiit day shall it be said to Jerusa-

lem, Fear thou not: (to) Zion, Let not thy

hands become weak.
17 The Lord thy God is in the midst of

thee, the mighty one who will save; he will

rejoice over thee with gladness; he will be

silenf in his love, he will be glad over thee

with song.

18 Those that mourn far away from the

festive assembly do I gather, those that were

separated from thee:** (that have borne) for

thee the burden of reproach.

19 Behold, I will deal (severely) with all

that afflict thee at that time : and I will save

her that halteth, and her that was driven off

will I gather; and I will render them a praise

and a famous name on all the earth where
they have been put to shame.

20 At that time will I bring you back,

even in the time that I gather 3-ou ; for I

will make you for a name and for a praise

among all people of the earth, when I bring

back again your captives before your eyes,

saith the Lord.

the change of persons which is so often found in the pro-

phets. Rashi, "those that kept themselves far from my
festivals, who kept not sabbath and holy days, have I de-

stroyed ; they were of thy people, and for their guilt

hadst thou a burden of reproach." Philippson, " mourn-

ers, far from the feast, do I remove from thee ; they are

no more in thee; to bear a burden for thy sake would

be a shame," i. c. as no one will have to bear such any

more.
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THE PROPHECY OF HAGGAI,

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ In the second year of king Darius,"

in the sixth month, on the first day of the

month, came the word of the Lord through

means of Haggai** the prophet unto Zerub-

habel the son of Sheillthiel, the governor" of

Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,

the high priest, saying,

2 Thus hath said tlie Lord of hosts, saying,

This people have said, The time is not yet

come, the time for the Lord's house to be

built.

3 ^ And the word of the Lord came by
means of Haggai the prophet, saying,

4 Is it time for you, ye, to dwell in your

ceiled'' houses, while this house lieth in ruins?

5 Now therefore, thus hath said the Lord
of hosts. Direct your heart unto your ways.

6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little;

ye eat, but it doth not satisfy hunger; ye

drink, but it doth not appease thirst; ye

clothe younselves, but no one is warm; and
he that earneth something earneth it for a

bag with holes."

7 Tl Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

Direct your heart to your ways.

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood,

and build the house; that I may take plea-

sure in it, and be glorified, saith the Lord.

9 (Till now) ye looked for much, and, lo,

it came to be little; and when ye brought it

home, I blew' upon it. For what cause?

saith the Lord of hosts. Because of my
house that lieth in ruins, while ye run everj'

man unto his own hou.se.

10 Therefore do the heavens for your sake

withhold the dew, and the earth withholdeth

lier products.

* Darius i.s called in Hebrew, Darynvesh, which Phi-

lippson supposes wa.s in orif^inal Persian, Dari/iUsh, signi-

fying "royal," and that this king mentioned here was the

one known a.s Darius Hystaspis, the fourth king of

Persia, whose reign commenced about 522 or 521 before

the common era.
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11 And I called for a drought over the

land, and over the mountains, and over the

corn, and over the new wine, and over tlie

oil, and over what the ground bringeth forth,

and over men, and over cattle, and over all

the labour of the hands.

12 •[[ Then hearkened Zerubbabel the son

of Sheiilthiel, and Joshua the .son of Jehoz.i-

dak, the high priest, with all the remnant of

the people, unto the voice of the Lord their

God, and the words of Haggai the prophet,

as the Lord their God had sent him, and the

people were afraid of the Lord.

13 ][ Then said Haggai the messenger of

the Lord by the Lord's message unto the

people, saying, I am with you, saith the

Lord.

14 And the Lord stirred up the spirit of

Zerubbabel the son of Shetilthiel, the go-

vernor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and
the spirit of all the remnant of the people,

and they came and did work on the house of

the Lord of hosts, their God,

15 ][ In the four and twentieth day of the

sixth month, in the second year of king Da-

rius.

CHAPTER II.

1 On the seventh (month), on the one and
twentieth day of the month, came the word
of the Lord by means of Haggai the prophet,

s.a^dng,

2 Do say to Zerubbabel the son of Sheill-

thiel, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to

the residue of the people, saying,

3 Who is there yet left among you that

hath seen this house in its first glory? and

^ Properly, Chaggay.
° Ileb. J'achalh, the pacha of modern times.

'' Johlsnn and others, "wainscoted."
" /. e. Nothing remains of such gains.

' Rashi, "I made it rot." Others, "I blew it away."

It means that the return was unaccountably small.



HAGGAI II.

how do ye see it now? is it not in comparison

with it as nothing in jour eyes?

4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel, saith

the Loud, and be strong, Joshua, the son of

Jehozadak, the high priest, and be strong, all

ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and

do;" (for I am with you, saith the Lord of

hosts,)

5 (In accordance with) the word that I

covenanted with you when ye came out of

Egypt, so (will) my spirit remain among you

:

fear nought.

6 ][ For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

Yet'one thing more (will I do),''it is but little,

when I will cause to quake the heavens, and
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;

7 And I will cause to quake all the na-

tions, and the precious things of all the na-

tions shall come (hither) : and I Avill fill this

house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.

8 Mine is the silver, and mine is the gold,

saith the Lord of hosts.

9 Greater shall be the glory of this latter

house than that of the former, saith the Lord
of hosts : and in this place will I give peace,

saith the Lord of hosts.

10 ][ On the four and twentieth day of

the ninth month, in the second 3'ear of Da-
rius, came the word of the Lord by means of

Haggai the prophet, saying,

11 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts?. Do
ask the priests concerning the law, saying,

12 Lo! if one should carry holy tlesh in

the corner of his garment, and touch with his

corner bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or

any food, shall it become holy? And the

priests answered and said. No.
13 Then said Haggai, If one that is un-

clean by a dead body should touch any of

these, will it become unclean? And the

priests answered and said, It will become
unclean.

14 Then answered Haggai, and said, So is

" The object is continued in the next verse, "and do

—

in accordance with the word," ko. So Rashi, Aben
Ezra. Others, "labour, for I am with you, &c., ac-

cording to the word (of the covenant) which I made,"
&c.

" So Redak ; meaning, that in addition to the good
the Lord was then doing, he would do yet more, con-

sidering it all but a little thing. Rashi, "one more
(kingdom) shall there be, (the (ireeian,) whieh shall en-

dure but a siiort time" Zuuz, "in but a little while

more." Some commentators refer the convulsion pre-

this people, and so is this nation before me,
saith the Lord; and so are all works of their

hands; and what they ofi'er there'' is unclean.

lo And now direct, I pray 3'ou, your heart
from this day and upward, before the time
that a stone was laid upon a stone in the

temple of the Lord :

IG Since those'' days were, Avhen one came
to a heap of sheaves of twenty (in number),
and there were but ten : when one came to

the winepress for to draw oil' fifty measures
out of the vat, and there were but twenty.

17 I smote 30U with blasting and with
mildew and with hail in all the labours of

your hands; yet ye (turned) not (back) to

me, saith the Lord.

18 Direct, I pray you, j-our heart from
this day and upwai'd, from the four and twen-
tieth day of the ninth month, even from the

day that the foundation of the Lord's temple
was laid, direct your heart (to this).

19 Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as

j'Ct the vine, and the fig-tree, and the pome-
granate, and the olive-tree, have not brought
forth

;
(but) from this day will I bless 30U.

20 ^ And the word of the Lord came the

second time unto Haggai on the four and
twentieth day of the month, saying,

21 Speak to Zerubbabel, the governor of

Judah, saying, I will cause to quidve the

heavens and the earth

;

22 And I will overthrow the throne of

kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of

the kingdoms of the nations; and I will over-

throw chariots, and those that ride in them;
and the horses and their riders shall come
down, every one by the sword of his bro-

ther.

2.3 On that day, saith tlie Lord of hosts,

will I take thee, O Zerubljabel, the son of

Sheiilthiel, my servant, saith the Lord, and I

will place thee as a signet;'' for of thee have
I made choice, saith the Lord of hosts.

dieted to the overthrow of the Persians by Alexander of

Maeedon, and verse 9 they expound to refer to the

greater interest manifested by the gentiles in the temple

service than before.

" t. e. At the altar. * Redak, "before these things

were."
' i. e. On the finger. This prophecy is, as Aben Ezra

observes, an encouragement to Zerubbabel not to be dis-

mayed in the wars which the rer.sian monanhy waged in

those days, as he should be preserved amidst all of them,

as a siu'net-riug ou a man's finger.



THE PROPHECY OF ZECHARIAH,

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ In tlie oi,2:hth month, in tlie second

year of Darius, came the word of the Lokd
unto Zecliariah," the son of Berechjah, the son

of 'Iddo tlu' prophet, sayincj,

2 The Lord liath been greatly angry with

your fathers.

3 And (now) say thou unto tliem, Thus
hath said the Loud of hosts. Return ye unto

mo, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will return

unto you; so hath said the Lord of hosts.

4 Be ye not like your fiithers, unto Avhom
the former ])rophets proclaimed, saying, Thus
hath said the Lord of hosts, Do return from
your evil ways, and your evil doings; but

thev did not hear, nor listen unto me, saith

the Lord.

5 Your fathers,—where are they? and the

jirophets,—could they live for ever?

G But my Avords and my decrees, which I

commanded my servants the prophets, be-

hold, they did overtake your fathers; and
(then) they returned and said. Just as the

Loud of hosts had purposed to do unto us, in

accordance with our ways, and in accordance

with our doings, so hath he dealt with us.

7 ^ On the four and twentieth day of the

eleventh month, which is the month Shebat,*'

in the second year of Darius, came the word
of the Lord unto Zechariah, the son of Be-

rechyahu, the son of 'Iddo the prophet, say-

in"'

8 I saw this night, and behold there was

" Pronounced Zrrhnn/ah. Raslii ob.serves, that the

prophecy of Zechariah i.s extremely obscure, and that, with

the light he had llien, it was not practicable to give a

full elucidation of all the ditficultics which it presents.

The same may still be urged at the present day.
^ This is the first time that we find the fhaUiean names

of the months, which the Jews brought back from Baby-
lon. In the older Scriptures the months have either

other names, or arc designated as the first, second, i^c.

' Zuuz. Others, "sprinkled." Ilashi says, he knows
not what colour is meant. I'hilipp.scui ((uotcs an opinion,

that it is a reddish colour, paler than '' red."
090

a man riding upon a red horse, and he was
standing among the m3rtle-trees that were
in the deep valley; and behind him were
red, pale,"" and white horses.

9 And I said. What are these, my lord?

Then said unto me the angel that spoke with
me, I will show thee what the.se are.

10 And the man that stood among the

myrtle-trees answered and said, These are

those whom the Lord hath sent to traverse

the earth.

11 And they ansAvered the angel of the

Lord thaf* stood among the myrtle-trees, and
said. We have traversed the earth, and, be-

hold, all the earth is inhabited quietly, and
is at rest."

12 Then commenced the angol of the

Lord, and said, Lcird of hosts, how long

yet wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem
and on the cities of Judah, against which
thou hast been indignant these seventy

years V
13 And the Lord answered the angel that

spoke with me with good words and comfort-

ing words.

14 And the angel that spoke with me said

unto me. Proclaim thou, saying. Thus hath

said the Lord of hosts. I am jealou.s'^ for Jeru-

salem and for Zion with a great jeaIou.'<y.

15 And with a great anger will I be angry

with the nations that are at ease; for I was
but a little angry (with Zion), and they

helped forward the mischief.

16 T[ Therefore thus liad said the Lord, I

* Philippson, "And they that halted among the myrtles

answered the angel of the Lnun and said."

* The Persian empire, and the other nations connected

with Judea, enjoyed peace at that time; but the state of

the Jews was unsettled, which gave occasion to the fol-

lowing interces.«ion.

' This period, from the first captivity in the fourth

year of Jehoyakini, expired when Cyrus issued his edict;

but it was almost seventy years from the destruction of

the city and tenipli', and just that piriod from the time

that Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem.

^ Jonathan, "I will execute punishment for," &c.
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am returned to Jerusalem in mercy; my
house shall he rehuilt in it, saith the Lord ol"

hosts, and the measuring-line shall he stretch-

ed forth over Jerusalem.

17 Proclaim yet (tarther), saying, Thus
hath said the Lord of hosts. My cities shall

again overllow" with prosperity ; and the Lord
will again comfort Zion, and make choice

again of Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 11."

1 ^ And I lifted up my eyes, and saw,

and behold, there were four horns.

2 And I said unto the angel who spoke

with me. What are these? And he said unto

me. These are the horns" that have dispersed

Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.

3 ^ And the Lord showed me four car-

penters.*

4 Then said I, What are these coming to

do? And he said as foUoweth, These are

the horns that have dispersed Judah, to the

extent that no man could lift up his head;

but these are come to terrify them, to cast oiF

the horns of the nations, that have been
lifting up their horn over the land of Judah
to disperse it.

5 ^\ And I lifted up my eyca, and looked,

and behold, there was a man with a measure-
cord in his hand.

6 Then said I, Whither art thou going?

And he said unto me. To measure Jerusalem,

to see what is her breadth, and what is her

length.

7 And, behold, the angel that spoke with

me went out, and another angel came out to

meet him

;

8 And he said unto him. Run, speak to

this young man, saying, Without walls" shall

Jerusalem be inhabited because of the multi-

tude of men and cattle in her midst.

9 But I—I Avill be unto her, saith the

Lord, a wall of fire round about, and for

glory will I be in the midst of her.

10 ^ Up! up! and flee away from the

land of the north, saith the Lord; for as the

" Aben Ezra, "shall be extended on all sides."
* In the English version, chap. ii. commences at ver. 5.

' Rashi, "These are the nations in the four corners of

the world that have butted with their horns Judah and
Jerusalem till they have dispersed theui."

'' Zunz, "smiths."
' niiiiJ "country places," "open towns," hence, ad-

verbially, "without walls."

4N

four winds of the heaven have I spread you
abroad, saith the Lord.

11 Up, Zion, escape, thou that dwellest

with the daughter of Babylon.

12
Ti

For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

For the sake of (your) glory hath he sent me
unto the nations that have despoiled you; for

whoever toucheth 3'ou, toucheth the apple of

his eye.

13 For, behold, I will swing my hand
over them, and they shall be a spoil to those

that served them: and ye shall acknowledge
that the Lord of hosts hath sent me.

14 ^ Sing, and rejoice, daughter of Zion;

for, lo, I am coming, and I will dwell in the

midst of thee, saith the Lord.

15 And many nations will join themselves

to the Lord on that day. and they shall be

unto me for a people; and I will dwell in the

midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the

Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee.

16 And the Lord will take Judah as his

inheritance upon the holy land; and he will

again make choice of Jerusalem.

17 Be silent, all flesh! before the Lord;
for he is waked up out of his holy habitation.

CHAPTER in.

1 ^ And he showed me Joshua' the high

priest standing before the angel of the Lord,

and the accuser standing at his right hand to

accuse him.

2 And the Lord said unto the accu.ser,

The Lord rebuke thee, Satan; yea, the

Lord rebuke thee that hath chosen Jerusar

lem: is not this a brand plucked out of the

fire?

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy gar-

ments, and was standing before the angel.

4 And he commenced and said unto those

that stood before him, saying, Take away
the filthy garments from him; and he said

unto him, Behold, I have caused thy iniquity

to pass from off thee, and I clothe thee with

festive garments.

5 And I said. Let them place a clean mitre

' Philippson supposes that the prophet meant to indi-

cate the purification of the high-priest as the representa-

tive of the whole people. " Filthy garments" were worn

by persons criminally accused, and their friends, before

trial, to excite sympathy, fill he was acquitted, when they

all dressed in white. As the priest is represented as ab-

.solved so is also an accuser introduced as conducting the

charges of which he is declared released.
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upon hi.s liead; so thoy placed the clean

mitre upon his head, and clothed him with

garments; and the angel of the LoKO .stood hy.

6 And the angel of the Lord forewarned

Joshua, saying,

7 Thus' hath said the Lord of hosts, If

thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt

keep my charge, then shalt thou also judge

my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and

I will give thee places" to walk among these

that stand by.

8 Do but hear, O Joshua the high priest,

thou, and tliy fellows that sit betbi'e thee; for

distinguished men are they; for, behold, I

will bring my servant Zeraach [the Sprout].

9 For behold (here is) the stone that I

have laid before Joshua; upon one stone

shall be seven eyes : behold, I will engrave

thereon its inscription, saith the Lord of

hosts, And*" I will remove the inii^uity of

that land in one day.

10 On that day, saith the Lord of hosts,

shall ye call evei-y man his neighbour under

the vine and under the fig-tree.

CHAPTER IV.

1 And the aTigel that spoke with me came
back again, and waked me up, as a man
that is wakened up out of his sleep

;

2 And he said unto me, What art thou

seeing? And I said, I have looked, and be-

hold, there is a candlestick all of gold, with a

bowl upon its top, and its seven lamps are

thereupon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps,

Avhich are upon its top:

o And two olive-trees are by it, one upon
tlie right side of the bowl, and the other upon
the left side thereof

4 And I commenced and said unto the

angel tiiat spoke with me, saying, What are

these, my lord?

5 Then the angel that spoke with me an-

swered and said unto me, Knowest thou not

Avhat these are? And I said, No, my lord.

* Philippson, "leaders from those st.inding here."
' These are the worJ.s of the in.scriplion.

" The key-stone of an arch, or the one placed on the

top of a building the last, to complote it. Zerubbabcl is

promised that ho should see tiie completion of the temple.
'' llashi, after Jonathan, "seven rows (of stones) upon

the first in the foundation;" but Abcn Ezra, lledak, and

otlicrs take "the seven" to be the seven eyes spoken of

iii. 0, and explained in this verse to be the eyes of Uod.
I'hilippson renders this verso so: "For who will despise
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6 Then answered he and .spoke unto me,
sa\ing. This is the word of the Lord unto

Zerubbabcl, saying, Not by might, n(jr by
power, but by my .spirit, saith the Lord of

hosts.

7 Who art thou, great mountain? before

Zerubbabel tliou wilt become a plain : and he
shall liring forth the headstone" with shout-

ings of Grace, grace unto it.

8 T[ And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the

foundation of this house ; and his hands shall

complete it; and thou shalt know that the

Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you.

10 For whoever even despi.sed the day of

(its) small beginning: yet will they rejoice

when they see the plummet in the hand of

Zerubbabel, with those seven;'' they are the

ejes of the Lord, which hold a survey

through all the earth.

11 And I began, and said unto liim. What
are these two olive-trees upon the right side

of the candlestick and upon its left ?

12 And I began a second time, and said

unto him, What are these two olive-branches,"

which arc close by the two golden pipes

which empty out of themselves the gold-

coloured oil?

13 And he said to me as followeth, Know-
est thou not what these things are? And I

said. No, my lord.

14 Then said he. These are the two sons

of the clear oil,*^ that stand by the Lord of

the whole earth.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And I again lifted up my eyes, and

looked, and behold, there was a living roll

(-book).

2 And he said unto me. What seest thou?

And I answered, I see a thing roll; its length

is twenty cubits, and its breadth ten cubits.

3 Then said he unto me, This is the curse

the day when this was coninionced in a small way? Truly

those seven, the eyes of tlie Lord, which roam over all

the earth, will see rejoicingly the plummet in the hand

of Zerubbabel."
° Lit. "olive-cars," meaning, the olive-branch, around

which the berries are clustered, like the grains of wheat

iu a wheat-ear.
'

i. c. Those anointed. Rashi add.s, "the horn of

priesthood and royalty, in both of which anointing was

used, which ask of God to restore their greatness."
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that goetli forth over tlie faco of all the

earth; for every one that stealeth as it is on

this side sliall be in an equal deforce entirely

destroyed," as also every one that sweareth

(falsely) as it is on that side shidl be likewise

entirely destroyed.

4 I brin,!i; it forth, saith the Lord of hosts,

and it shall enter into the house of the thief,

and into the house of him that sweareth

falsely by my name : and it shall remain in

the midst of his house, and shall consume it

with its timber and its stones.

5 Then went forth the an,2;el that spoke

with me, and said unto me. Do but lift up
thy eyes, and see what is this that goeth

forth.

6 And I said, What is it? And he said.

This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said

moreover. This is their appearance through

all the earth.

7 And, behold, there was lifted up a heavy
(cover) of lead : and there was a certain

woman sitting in the midst of the ephah.

8 And he said. This is the wickedness.

And he cast her into the midst of the ephah;
and he cast the weighty lead cover upon the

mouth thereof.

9 Then did I lift ujj my eyes, and looked,

and, behold, there came out two women,
having the wind in their wings, and the}' had
wings like the wings of a stork: and they
lifted up the ephah between the earth and
the heaven.

10 Then said I to the angel that spoke

with me. Whither are these bearing away
the ephah?

11 And he said unto me, To build for it a

house in the land of Shin'ar : and when this

is erected, then will the other be set there

upon its own base.

CHAPTER VI.

1 And I again lifted up m\' eves, and
looked, and behold, there came out four'' cha-

riots from between two mountains; and the

mountains were mountains of copper.

' Rashi, "Up to this time, whoever stole was not affected

by the piini.shmcnt stated here"—"but now, as their

measure of sin is complete— I will brin::; it forth," &c.
'' These are supposed to represent the Chaldean, Per-

sian, Macedonian, and Roman kingdoms, which in turn

held swa}' over Judca.
" Others, "winds." Redak, "These are going to the

four directions (winds) of heaven."

2 In the first chariot Avere red horses; and
in the second chariot, black horses;

3 And in the third chariot, white horses;

and in the fourth chariot, gri/zlcd, ash-colour-

ed horses.

4 And I began and said unto the angel

that spoke with me. What are these, my lord?

5 And the angel answered and said unto

me. These are the four spirits'' of the heavens,

which go forth after having stood before the

Lord of all the earth.

G The (chariot) on Avhich are black horses

—these go forth into the north country; and
the white go forth after them; and the griz-

zled go forth toward the south country.

7 And the red-coloured'' were gone forth,

and sought to traverse the earth: and he

said. Go, traverse the earth. So they tra-

versed the earth.

8 Then cried he loudly unto me, and spoke

unto me, saying, Behold, these that are go-

ing toward the north country have quieted

(the indignation of) my spirit in the north

country.

9 II And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

10 Take from the exiles, from Cheldai,

from Tobiyahu, and from Yedayah, and thou

shalt come on the same day, and go into

the house of Josiah the son of Zephanyali,

whither'" they have arrived from Baljylon;

11 Take silver and gold, and make crowns,

and set them upon the head of Joshua the

son of Jehozadak, the high priest

;

12 And thou shalt say unto him as fol-

loweth. Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

saying. Behold a man. Sprout is his name;
since' out of his own place shall he sj^rout

up, even he shall build the temple of the

Lord:
13 Yea, he shall build the temple of the

Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall

sit and rule upon his throne; and a priest

shall be upon his own throne : and the

counsel of peace shall be between both of

them.

* Aben Ezra, who takes •X'2N in this verse as different

from that in ver. .S, and as identical with D":31N in ver. 2.

' After Johlson.
' Aben Ezra. Rashi renders, "from the royal seed."

Johlson, "for under him shall it sprout up." Philipp-

son remarks that the building here spoken of means only

the finishing of the temple, and translates, "under whom
it shall prosper," /. e. the building.
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14 And the crowns phall be for Chelom,

and lor Tohiyah, and for Ycda'yah, and to

Chen the .son of Zephanyah, as a nioniorial

in the temple of the Lokd.

15 And (h'stant ones sliall come and l)uild

on tlie temple of the Lord, and ye shall know
that the Lokd of hosts hath sent me unto
you. And this shall come to ])ass, if ye will

diligently hearken to the voice of the Lohd
your God.

CHAPTER Vn.

1 ^ And it came to pass in the fourth

year of king Darius, tliat the word of the

Lord came unto Zechariah on the fourth day
of the ninth month, in Kislev;

2 When they had sent unto Beth-el"

Sherezer and Regem-melech, and his men, to

make entreaty before tlie Lord,

3 (And) to say unto the priests avIio were
in the house of the Lord of hosts, and to the

prophets, saying. Shall I weep in the fifth

month with abstinence, as I liave done al-

ready these many years ?
{

4 ^[ Then came the word of the Loud of .

hosts unto me, saying, I

5 Say unto all the people of the land, and
to the priests, as foUoweth, When ye fasted

and mourned in the fifth and in the seventh

(month), already these seventy years, did ye'

in any way fast for me, yea, for me? i

6 And if ye do eat, and if ye do drink, are

ye not yourselves those that cat, and your-

selves those that drink?

7 Are'' not these the words which the

Lord hath proclaimed by means of the former

prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and
in pros[)erity, with her cities round about her,

when (men) inhabited the south, and the

lowlands ?
[

8 If And the word of the Loud came unto
|

Zechariah, saying,

9 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, say-

ing, E.xecute true justice, and show kindness

and mercy every man to his brother:

10 And defraud not the widow, or the

* Ji)n:ithan. Others render, "house of God;" the per-

sons wlio sent this embassy are .supposed to be the Jews
of IJabylon.

" Namely, that fasting withnut piety is not acceptable;

but Ilsislii, "what caused you to fust and niuurn, arc they

not the admonitions (unheeded) which tlie Lord pro-

claimed!"' &c.
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fatherless, the stranger, or the poor; and
imagine not evil in your heart one against
the other.

11 But they" refused to listen, and turned
away rebelliously"" the shoulder, and stopi)ed

their ears, so as not to hear;

12 And their heart the}' rendered as an
adamant, so as not to hear the law, and the
words which the Lord of hosts had sent

through his spirit by means of the former
prophets: wherefore came a great anger from
the Lord of hosts.

13 And it is come to pass, tliat as he pro-

claimed, and they would not hear: so had
they to call, and I would not hear, saith the

Lord of hosts

;

14 And I resolved to scatter them with a

storm-wind among all the nations whom they
had not known ; and the land was left deso-

late after them, without any one to pass

through it forward or backward; and the

pleasant land have they changed into a desert.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ And the word of the Lord of hosts

came, saying,

2 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, I am
jealous for Zion with a great jealousy, and
with great fiuy am I jealous for her.

3 Thus hath said the Lord, I return unto
Zion, and I will dwell in the midst of Jerusa-

lem : and Jerusalem shall be called. The city

of truth; and the mount of the Lord of hosts,

The holy mount.
4 ^ Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

Again shall there sit old men and old women
in the streets of Jerusalem, and every one
with his staft' in his hand because of their

multitude of years.

5 And the streets of the city shall be full

of boys and girls placing in her streets.

6 If
Thus hath said the Lord of hosts.

If it should be marvellous in the eyes of the

remnant of this people in those days, should"

it also be marvellous in my eyes? saith the

Lord of hosts.

' "They" refers to the forefathers of that generation.
'' Lit. "they made a rebellious shoulder."
' Abcn Ezra, "it shall be marvellous also in my eyes;"

meaning, that the marvel will be greater than ever was
displayed before, or, in other words, an unheard of deed
of grace, which would appear as llioiigh it were wonderful

even to God from its being unprecedented.
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7 ][ Tlius hath said the Lord of hosts, Be-

hold, I Avill save my people from the east

country and from the country of the setting

of the sun

;

8 And I will bring them (back), that they

may dwell in the midst of Jerusalem : and
they shall be unto me for a people, and I will

be unto them for a God, in truth and in

righteousness.

9 ^ Thus hath said the Lord of hosts, Let

your hands be strong, ye that hear in these

days these words out of the mouth of the

prophets, who (spoke) on the day that the

foundation of the house of the Lord of

hosts Avas laid, when the temple was to be

built.

10 For before those days there was no re-

Avard" for man, nor any reward for beast;

and for him that went out or came in there

was no peace, because of the oppressor; and
I let loose all men, every one against his

neighbour.

11 But now I am no more as in the former
days unto the I'esidue of this people, saith

the Lord of hosts.

12 For the seed (shall be) undisturbed ;*"

the vine shall give its fruit, and the ground
shall give her production, and the heavens
shall give their dew; and I will bestow on
the remnant of this people all these things.

13 And it shall come to pass, that in the

same degree as ye have been a cur.se among
the nations, house of Judah, and house of

Israel: so will I save you and ye shall be

a blessing; fear not; let your hands be
strong.

14 ^ For thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

As I had purposed to punish j^ou, when your
fathers incensed me, saith the Lord of hosts,

and I bethought m3\self not

:

15 So do I again purpose in these days to

do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of

Judah ; fear ye not.

16 These are the things that ye shall do,

Speak ye the truth every man to his neigh-

i. e. Labour was unproductive. (See also Haggai i.

6,0,10; ii. 16, 17.)
' Lit. "the seed of peace."
" Rashi, after the Rabbins, "this is the system of com-

promise," where disputes are settled without the extreme
rigimr of the law, each party yielding something which
he considers his right.

'' Rabbi Joss4 states that Chadrach was a city near Da-
mascus.

hour; (with) truth and the judgment" of

peace judge yc in your gates:

17 And let none of you think evil in your
hearts against his neighbour; and love not a

false oath; for all these are Avhat I hate,

saith the Lord.

18 ][ And the word of the Lord of hosts

came unto me, saying,

19 Thus hath said the Lord of hosts. The
fost of the fourth, and the fast of the fifth,

and the last of the seventh, and the fast of

the tenth (month), shall become to the house
of Judah gladness and jo}', and merry festi-

vals; only love ye the truth and peace.

20 ^ thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

(A time) shall yet be when there shall

come people, and the inhabitants of many
cities

;

21 And the inhabitants of one (city) shall

go to another, sa3'ing. Let us only go to pray

before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of

hosts: I too will likewise go.

22 And many people and strong nations

shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jeru-

salem, and to pray before the Lord.

23 jf Thus hath said the Lord of hosts,

In those days (it shall happen), that ten

men out of all the languages of the nations

.shall take hold—yea, they shall take hold of

the skirts of him that is a Jew, saying. Let
us go with 3'ou; for we have heard that God
is Avith you.

CHAPTER IX.

1 T[ The prophecy of the word of the Lord
concerning the land of Chadrach,'' and Da-
mascus his resting-place;" for unto the Lord
(Avill look) the eye of men, and (that of) all

the tribes of Israel.'

2 And also concerning Chamath that is

bordering thereon, Tj're, and Zidon, though
it be very Avise.

3 And though Tyre have built herself a

strong-hold, and heaped up silver as the

dust, and fine cold as the mire of the streets:

' Jewish commentators explain, " that Damascus also

shall become a resting-place for God's glory; because

unto the Lord shall look the eyes of all men, as also

those of all the tribes of Israel."

' Rashi and Aben Ezra. Rcdak, one opinion, "and to

all the tribes of Israel." Jonathan, "for before the Lord
are revealed the deeds of men;" hence, Zunz, "for the

Lord hath his eye upon men and also upon all the tribes

of Israel."
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4 Behold, the Lord will drive" her out,

and he will .strike down her power*" into the

sea; and she herself shall be devoured with

fire.

5 Ashkelon shall .see it, and fear; Gazzah
also, and tremble greatly; and 'Ekron, tor

her trust will be made ashamed; and the

king shall vanish from Gazzah, and Ashkelon
shall not be inhabited.

G And aliens" shall dwell in Ashdod, and
I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.

7 And I will remove their bloody (-sacri-

fices)'' out of their mouth, and their abomina-
tions from between their teeth ; and their land"

also shall be left for our God, and it shall be

as a prince's (dwelling) in Judah, and 'Ekron
shall be like Jebusi.

8 And I will encamp about my house

against armies, against those that pass to

and fro, and there shall not pass over them
any more an oppressor; for now do I look

(on them) with my eyes.

9 ^ Be greatly glad, daughter of Zion

;

shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ! behold, thy

King will come unto thee, righteous and vic-

torious is he, lowly, and riding upon an ass,

and upon a colt the foal of a she-ass.*^

10 And I will cut off chariots from
Ephraim, and horses from Jerusalem, and
there shall bo cut of!" the battle-bow, and he
shall speak peace unto the nations; and his

dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from
the river to the ends of the earth.

11 As for thee also, because of the blood

of thy covenant, do I send forth thy prisoners

out of the pit wherein there is no water.

12 Return you to the strong-hold, ye hope-

ful prisoners: even to-da}' do I declare, that

1 will recompense twofold (good)'^ unto thee.

13 For I do bend Judah for me, grasp

Ephraim (as) a bow; and I will stir up thy

* Michlol Yophi. Bashi, "impoverish her." Zunz,
"let her be captured." ' Johl.son, "her w.ill."

' Hiislii. "" J'hilippson, after l{a.shi.

" Jonathan, "the proselytes that are left of them sliall

be added to the people of our God." The version here

is after I'hilippson, who refers Nin to the land of Phi-

listia, which should, when purged of idolatry, become
unitcil tu the Imly land, devoted to God, and become like

tieluidali and Jerusalem (Jebusi).
' As war is to cease at the coming of the Hope of the

world, he i.s to appear not mounted upon the warlike
horse, but fin the humble, laborious ass.

" Jiin;itliati
; but Hashi, "even this day I announce to

thee a Iwotnld iiappy message."
7U:!

sons, Zion, against thy sons, Javan, and
1 will render thee as the sword of a mighty
man.

14 And the Loi;d will ajjpear over them,
and then will go forth like the lightning his

arrow: and the Lord Eternal will ]>low on
the cornet, and he will go along in the tem-

pests of the south.

15 Tlie Lord of hosts Avill be a shield over

them; and they shall devour and subdue the

sling-stones; and they shall drink, make a
noise as (drunken with) wine; and they

shall be fdled like the offering-bowls, like the

corners of the altar.

16 And the Lord their God will save

them on that day as the Hock of his people;

for (like) the stones of a crown, will they

elevate themselves over his land.

17 For how great will be (that generation's)

happiness, and how great its beauty! corn

shall make the 3'oung men sing joyfully, and
new wine the virgins.

*"

CHAPTER X.

1 Ask from the Lord rain at the time of

the latter rain, (from) the Lord avIio maketh
lightning-clouds, and he will give unto them
showers of rain, to every herb in the field.'

2 For the Theraphim speak vanity, and the

diviners foresee a lie, and tho.se that have
dreams speak what is folse, with nought do
they comfort: therefore do they move about

like a Hock, they bleat,'' because (they have)

no .shepherd.

3 ^ Against the shepherds is my anger

kindled, and on the he-goats will I inflict

puni.shment; for the Lord of hosts thinketh

of his flock the house of Judah. and maketh
them as his elegant lior.sc in the battle.

4 Out of him cometh forth the corner

(-stone),' out of him the tent-nail, out of him

'' After Rashi; but Zunz, "how lovely is it there, how
beautiful is it, (like) corn will he cause young meu to

spring up, and like new wine virgins.

' Hashi, "for the sake of every one, and for the s.ako

of every herb," &c.
* Zunz; but Kashi, "they arc humbled."
' "rorner-stoue" signifies the principal leaders, "tent-

nail," tlie chieftain, wlio, so to say, sustains the wlnde

structure; "the battle-bow," the brave in war; "the

ruler," (lit. " ta.ikmaster,") the one that hath command
over others; and it is here thus pronii.«cd that Israelites

shall ))e no longer subject to others, but have among
themselves all the elenu'nts of independent .sovereignty,

and rule over their former oppressors.
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the battle-bow, out of him every ruler (of

others) together.

5 And they shall be like mighty men,

treading down (their enemies) in the mire

of the streets in the battle, and they

shall light, because the Lord is with them;

and the riders on horses shall be made
ashamed.

G And I will strengthen the house of Ju-

dah, and the house of Joseph will I save,

and I will bring them again to their own
homes ; for I have mercy upon them, and

they shall be as though I had never cast

them off; for I am the Lord their God, and I

will answer their prayer.

7 And they of Ephraim shall be like a

mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as

though from wine: and their children shall

see it, and be rejoiced; their heart shall be

glad in the Lord.

8 I will calf for them, and gather them;
for I have redeemed them; and they shall

increase as they have increased (formerly).

9 And when I shall have scattered them
among the people, they will remember me in

the far-off countries ; therefore shall they live

with their children, and return again.

10 And I will bring them back again out

of the land of Egypt, and out of Assyria will

I gather them; and into the land of Gil'ad

and Lebanon will I bring them; and it shall

not be sufficient for them.
11 And he will pass through the sea

(with) distress,*" and he will smite in the sea

the waves, and there shall dry up all the

deeps of the stream : and thei-e shall be

brought down the pi'ide of Assyria, and the

sceptre of Egypt shall depart away.
12 And I will strengthen them in the

Lord; and in his name shall they ever walk,
saith the Lord.

CHAPTER XI.

» Lit. "whistle." (See Isa. v. 26.)
'' )". c. God will come to distress the enemies of his

jieiAplc. ]*hilippson, "as the drying up of the Nile is pre-

dicted, as prefiguring . the fall of Egypt, God passes

through the Red Sea, renders this shallow, and then
causes the Nile to dry up." Rashi, however, "Distress
shall pass (over Tyre), which is situated on the sea, and
Ihe Lord, that smiteth, will smite in the sea the waves
to cause Tyre to sink." Aben Ezra, "(A wiud of) dis-

tress will pass through the sea;" referring to the drying
up of the sea and river of Egyi)t. (Isa. six. 5, G.)

° Jewish commentators suppose this prophecy to pre-

dict the destruction of the second temple; but Jonathan,

1 *|| Open thy doors, Lebanon,'" and the

fire shall eat on thy cedars.

2 Wail, fir-tree; for fallen is the cedar;

those that were mighty are despoiled: wail,

ye oaks of Bashan; for the impervious*

forest is come down.
3 (There is) the noise of the wailing of

the shepherds; for wasted is their glory:

(there is) the noise of the roaring of young
lions; for wasted is the pride"" of the Jordan.

4 \ Thus hath said the Lord my God,
Feed the flocks (that are destined for) the

slaughter;

5 Whom their buyers slay, and hold them-
selves guiltless; and whose sellers sa}-. Bless-

ed be the Lord; for I am rich: and none of

whose shepherds have pity on them.

6 For I will no more have pity on the in-

habitants of the land, saith the Lord; but,

lo, I will deliver the men every one into the

hand of his neighbour, and into the hand of

his king : and they shall beat down the land,

and I will not deliver out of their hand.

7 And I had fed the Hocks (that wei'e

destined for) the slaughter,—indeed, the

poorest of the flocks; and I had taken unto

me two staves; the one I called Mildness

[No'am], and the other I called Concord*'

[Choblim]; and I fed the flock.

8 And I removed the''' three shepherds in

one month; and my soul was tired of them,

and also their soul abhorred me.

9 Then said I, I will not feed you:
what is dying may die; and what is to be

lost may be lost; and those that are left may
eat every one the flesh of the other.

10 And I took my staff, namely. Mildness,

and cut it to pieces, to annvd n\y covenant

which I had made with all the tribes.

"Open your gates, ye nations." Lebanon stands

generally for all the land of Israel.

* Lit. "fortified," i. c. by its intricacies and under-

growth.
' Zunz, "the pride of the flood." Philippson, "the

overflow," &c.
' Others, "Severity," in which view Rashi agrees; but

Joseph Kimchi, "companionship," "union," or as in the

test, "concord." Redak, "wounding," , as opposed to

"mildness."
^ /. e. Under-shcpherds, who are to look out each for his

portion of the flock. A'^arious opinions are given as to who
these three were; Redak, " the three sons of Josiah," &c.
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11 And avIrmi it was annulled on that day,

then knew thoy well, truly the j)()t)rest of

the Hocks that waited for me, that it was the

word of the Lokd.

12 And I said unto them, If it be good in

your eyes, give me my reward; and if not,

forbear. So they weighed out as my reward

thirty pieces of .silver.

13 And the Lord said unto me. Cast it

unto the treasurer," the precious price which
I am prized at by them. And I took the

thirty pieces of silver, and cast them in the

house of the Lord unto the treasurer.

14 Then I cut in pieces my second staff,

namely, Concord, to annul the brotherhood

between Judali and Israel.

15 ^ And the Loud said unto me, Take
unto thee } et the instruments of a foolish

shepherd.

10 For, lo, I raise up a .shepherd in the

land, who will not think of those that are

lost, nor seek for that which is gone astray,

nor heal that which hath (a limb) broken;

Avho will not care for that Avhich hath stood

still; but who will eat the llesh of the fat,

and devour all even to*" their claws.

17 Wo to the worthless shepherd that

leaveth the flock ! the sword shall be ujion

his arm, and upon his right eye : his arm
shall utterly Avithcr, and his right eye shall

be completely blinded."

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ The prophecy of tlie word of the Lord
concerning Israel, Saith the Lord, who stretcb-

cth forth the heavens, and layeth the founda-

tion of the earth, and formeth the spirit of

man within him

:

* After Johlson. Philippson comments, that thirty

shekels was the price of a slave slain by an ox, (sec Exod.

xxi. 42;) the prophet demanded in the name of God the

reward for his keeping the people, and they gave the

mean .sum of thirty pieces; this, ironically called "the

precious price" at which the Divine care was valued, was

to be cast carelessly to the keeper of temple treasure,

out of which the daily sacrifices were purdiased. This

may be viewed as an allegorical condemnalion of the idea

that sacrifices without piety can be in the least pleasing

to Ood. llashi, after Jonathan, conceives the thirty

pieces to signify those who do the will of God; and
Would then render: "And the Lord said to me, cast the

name to the treasurer, (/. c. lay up these righteous and
their good deeds, that they may bo kept for the end of

the seventy years of the Habylonian exile, in order

that the temple may be built for their sake; and what is
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2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of

confusion unto all the peojjle round about

;

and also against Judah, who will have to

be at the siege** against Jerusalem.

3 And it shall come to pa.ss on that day
that I will make Jerusalem a burdensome
stone for all the people; all that burden them-
selves with it shall be .severely cut: yet then

will be gathered together against it all the

nation.s of the earth.

4 On that day, saith the Lord, will I smite

every horse with dizziness, and his rider witli

madness; but over the house of Judah will I

open my eyes, while I will smite every horse

of the people Avith blindness.

And the chiefs of Judah will say in

their heart, A strong support" for me are the

inhabitants of Jerusalem through tlie Lord of

hosts their God.

6 On that day will I make the chiefs of

Judali like a fire-hearth among the wood, and
like a torch of fire among sheaves; and they

shall devour on the right band and on the

left all the people round about : and Jerusa-

lem shall be inhabited again in her own
place, even in Jerusalem.

7 The Lord also will save the tents of

Judah first;'' in order that the glory* of the

house of David and the glory of the inha-

bitants of Jerusaleni shall not become boast-

ful'' over Judah.

8 On that day will the Lord be a shield

ai'ound the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and
the feeblest among them shall be on that day
like David; and the house of David shall be

like divine beings,' like an angel of the Lord
before them.

9 And it shall come to pass on that day,

the treasury?) the precious glory of my sanctuary, which

I have stripped from them," taking o 'mp' as " having

deprived—of the glory."

'' Johlson, after Kashi. Kodak, "and breakcth their

feet (claws)." I'hilippson, "and only teareth ofl' their

claws."
° Lit. "become dark."
" Philippson, "and also on Judah will it be obligatory

to be at the siege," &c.
' i. e. They will acknowledge that Jerusalem is the seat

of the Divine glory. Ka.shi and Aben Ezra, " through

their prayer, because they know that we are come against

our will."

' Rashi. Zunz, "will help them to the former state."

• Zunz, "boastfulne.ss."

" Philippson. Lit. " become great."

' Jonathan and Itasbi, "chiefs," "angels."
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that I will seek to destroy all the nations

that are come against Jerusalem.

10 But I will pour out over the house of

David, and over the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

the spirit of grace and of supplications :" and
they will look up toward me (for every one)""

whom they have thrust through, and they

will lament for him, as one lamenteth for an

only son, and weep bitterly for him, as one

weepeth bitterly for the first-born.

11 On that day will the lamentation be

great in Jerusalem, like the lamentation at

Hadadrimmon"" in the valley of Megiddon.

12 And the land will mourn, every family

apart by itself; the family of the house of

David apart, and their wives apart; the

family of the house of Nathan apart, and
their wives apart;

13 The fomily of the house of Levi apart,

and their wives apart; the family of Shim'i

apart, and their wives apart;

14 All the families that remain, every

family apart by itself^ and their wives apart.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ On that day shall there be a fountain

opened to the house of David and to the in-

habitants of Jerusalem, for cleansing from
sin and for purification.''

2 And it shall come to pass on that day,

saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off the

names of the idols out of the land, and they

shall not be remembered any more : and also

the prophets and the unclean spirit will I

remove out of the land.

3 And it shall come to pass, if any one
should 3'et prophesy, that his fixther and his

mother who have begotten him shall say

unto him, Thou shalt not live; for falsely

hast thou spoken in the name of the Lord :

' Rashi, "that it shall coiue into their mind to make
supplication before me, and they shall find grace in my
eyes."

^ The objective case is omitted in the original; "whom
they have pierced" cannot be in apposition "to me," be-

cause the nest clause is, "they will lament for him," not

"me;" hence it is clear that the objective, "every one,"

must be supplied, as has been done here.

" Rashi and Jonathan conceive that the prophet speaks

of two lamentations, and take " Hadadrimmon" to mean
"the slaughter made by him [Iladad] in killing Achab;"
and " Megiddon" to relate to Josiah, for whom Jeremiah
lamented. (2 Chron. xxxv. 25.) Others assert that Ha-
dadrimmon was a place in the valley of Megiddo, after-

ward called Masimianopolis, where then perhaps a great
40

and his father and his mother who have be-

gotten him shall thrust him througli when he

prophesieth.

4 And it shall come to pass on that day,

that the prophets shall be ashamed every one
because of his vision, when he prophesieth;

and they shall not clothe themselves with a
hairy cloak in order to deceive.

5 But he will sa}', I am no prophet, a man
that tilleth the ground am I; for some one
hath taught" me to keep cattle from my
youth.

6 And should some one say unto him,

What are these wounds between thy hands?
Then will he say. Those with which I have
been wounded in the house of my (vicious)

friends.

7 ][ Awake, sword, against my shep-

herd, and against the man whom I have as-

sociated with me,' saith the Lord of hosts:

smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be

scattered; but I will turn my hand toward
the feeble ones.^

8 And it shall come to pass, that in all

the land, saith the Lord, two parts (of those)

therein shall be cut oft'; shall perish ; but the

third part shall be left tlierein.

9 And I will bring the third part into the

fire, and I will refine them as one refineth

silver, and will probe them as gold is probed

:

they will call on my name, and I will answer
their prayer; I will say. They are my peo-

ple ; and they will say. The Lord is my God.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 T[ Behold, a day is coming unto the

Lord, when thy spoil shall be divided in the

midst of thee.

2 And I will assemble all the nations

against Jerusalem to battle; and the city

lamentation was made for the last good king of David's

line. ^ See Num. xix.

' Rashi, after Menachcm. Philippsonand Zunz, "hath

purchased me as a serf:" he denies even being a freeman,

but wishes to pass for a bondman, compelled to labour

daily in the humblest vocation, so as to avoid the suspicion

of belonging to the band of false prophets, of whom were

so many during the first temple. The same is to be ob-

served of the next verse, where wounds are spoken of,

for which see 1 Kings xviii. 28.
' Rashi, with the addition, "to keep my flocks," i'. e.

the prince or chief who was to be a true shepherd, but

has failed in bis duty.

* Meaning, protect the young or weak; but Rashi, "and
I will repeat the blow against the minor chiefs."

70-5
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shall b3 ciipturod, and the Iioupcs ])lundercd,

and the women ravished; and hali" of the

eity shall go forth into exile, and the residue

of the people shall not be cut off from the

city.

3 Then will the Lord go forth, and fight

against these nations, as when he fought on

the day of battle.

4 And his leet will stand on that day upon

the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusa-

lem on the east, and the mount of Olives

shall be split in twain in its middle eastward

and westward, making a very great A'alley

;

and half of the mount shall remove north-

ward, and half of it southward.

5 And ye shall flee (from) the valley of

my mountains; for the valley of the moun-
tains shall reach unto Azal; and ye shall flee,

just as ye lied from before the earthquake in

the days of 'Uzziyah the king of Judah: and
then will come the Lord my God, and all

the saints with thee.

6 ^ And it shall come to pass on that

day, that there shall be no light, but fleeting

light and thick darkness:'

7 But it shall be one particular day which
shall indeed be known as the Lord's, neither

day nor night; but it shall come to pass,

that at evening time there shall be light.

8 And it shall happen on that day, that

living waters shall go out from Jerusalem,

the half of them toward the eastern sea, and

the other half of them toward the western

sea: in summer and in winter shall it be so.*"

9 And the Lord will be king over all the

earth; on that day shall the Lord be (ac-

knowledged) one, and his name be one.

10 All the land shall be changed as it were

into a plain from Geba' to Rimmon to the

south of Jerusalem; and she herself shall be

elevated, and be inhabited on her former

site, from the gate of Benjamin unto the

place of the first gate, up to the corner gate,

' Rasbi. Philippson, "but frost and snow." Zunz,

"pressure and congelation." In tlio first instance nnp'

is signifying " brightness," as in Job xxxi. ;21; in tlic

second, a.s from ip "cold," and in the third, "weighty,"

as in 1 Kings v. 31. The meaning of the verse, how-

ever, is, that there shall be no distinct light, as farther

explained.
*"

i'. e. It shall be a perpetual river, not drying up in

summer.
"Rashi; but Jonathan and Redak, "and his hand

shall become feeble with the hand of his neighbour."
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and from the tower of Chanani'l unto the

king's wine-presses.

11 And men shall dwell in it, and no de-

struction shall any more take place; but Je-

rusalem shall be inhabited in safety.

12 T[ And this shall be the plague where-

with the Lord will afflict all the people that

shall have come to battle against Jerusalem,

The flesh of every one shall consume away
while he standeth upon his feet, and his eyes

shall consume away in their holes, and the

tongue of every one shall consume away in

his mouth.
13 And it shall come to pass on that day,

that a great confusion from the Lord shall be

among them; and they shall lay hold every

one on the hand of his neighboiu-, and his

hand shall rise up against the hand of his

neighbour."

14 And also Judah will have to fight against

Jerusalem; and there shall be gathered to-

gether the w-ealth of all the nations round

about, gold, and silver, and garments, in

great abundance.

15 And thus shall be the plague of tlie

horses, of the mules, of the camels, and of

the asses, and of all the beasts that will be in

these camps, just like this plague.

IG ^f And it shall come to pass, that every

one that is left out of all the nations who will

have come against Jerusalem, yea, these shall

go up year by year to bow down before the

King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the

feast of tabernacles.''

17 And it shall happen, that whoso will

not come up out of the families of the earth

unto Jerusalem to bow down before the King,

the Lord of hosts,—even upon these there

shall be no rain.

18 And if the family of Egypt go not up,

and come not, then shall not (any rain

fall)" upon them also; this shall be the

plague, wherewith the Lord will afflict the

* As this is an ordinance of the Mosaic Law, (Lev.

sxiii. 41,) it proves that even then the code of Israel will

not be abrogated.
' Kgypt re(iuires no rain near the Nile, which over-

flows it banks annually and fertilizes the land; 'Jonathan

therefore renders, "the Nile shall not overflow for them."

But Zunz, as in text, " the rain shall not fall on them ;"

which, tilling in the upper course of the river, causes it to

swell. Redak, "on which faileth no rain: on them

shall be the plague," &c., i. e. that though the want of rain

would not injure them, they shall not escape the plague.



MALACHI I.

nations that come not up to celebrate the feast ' Lord; and the pots in the Lord's house shall

of tabernacles. be like the bowls before the altar.

19 This shall be the punishment of Egj-pt, 21 And every pot in Jerusalem and in

and the punishment of all the nations that Judah shall be holy unto the Lord of hosts;

will come not up to celebrate the feast of ta-

bernacles.

20 On that day shall (every thing) even

to" the bells of the horses, be holy unto the

and all those that sacrifice will come and
take some of them, and seethe therein : and
on that day shall there be no more any
trader'' in the house of the Lord of hosts.

THE PROPHECY OF MALACHI,

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The prophecy of tlie word of the Lord

to Israel by means of Malachi.

2 I have loved you, so hath said the Lord;

yet ye say. Wherein hast tliou loved us? Is

not Esau brother to Jacob? saith the Lord;

yet I loved Jacob

;

3 And Esau I hated; and I rendered his

mountains a desert, and his heritage a dwell-

ing for the monsters'" of the wilderness.

4 Should Edom even say. We are impove-

rished;'' but Ave will return and build the

ruined places: thus hatli said the Lord of

hosts. The}' may indeed build, but I will

surely throw down; and men shall call them.

The territory of wickedness, and, The people

against whom the Lord hath indignation to

eternity.

5 And your eyes shall sec it; and ye shall

then say, The Lord will be magnified beyond

the territory of Israel.

6 A son honoureth his father, and a ser-

vant his master : if then I be a father, where
is my honour? and if I be a master, where is

my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you,

* Zunz, after Rashi. Other.?, "there shall be engraved

vpoti thi bells of the horses, HoLV to the Lord."
'' Rashi, "they will require no trading," ('. e. to purchase

vessels for the sacrifice, since every thing will be holy.

Philippson, "an unclean," taking Canaanite as signifying

one not believing in God. (Ezek. sli. 9.)
° Others, " dwellings of the wildeniess."
^ Others, "we have been destroyed."

priests, that despise my name; and ye say,

Wherein have vce despised thy name?
7 Ye ofler upon my altar polluted bi'ead;

and ye say. Wherein have we polluted thee?

In that ye say, The table of the Lord is con-

temptible.

8 And if ye bring near the blind to sacri-

fice it, is this not evil? and if ye bring near

the lame and the side, is this not evil? do
l3ut present it unto thy governor, will he be

pleased with thee, or receive thee with fa-

vour? saith the Lord of hosts.

9 And now% I pra}' you, beseech tlie pre-

sence of God that he may be gracious unto

us; from your hand hath this thing come:
will he receive one of you with ftivour? saith

the Lord of hosts.

10 Oh that there were some one" among you
that would lock up the doors (of the sanc-

tuary), that ye might not light up my altar

for nought; I have no pleasure in you, saith

the Lord of hosts, neither vnll I accept in

favour an offering from your hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun even

unto his going do^vn my name is great among
the nations; and in every place incense is

° This version is according to Ra«hi. Arnheim refers

Ihis to "present it unto thy governor;" translating the

last part of the preceding verse :
" Who of you would

receive in favour the giver of such a present?" And
then continues, "f]ach of you would even lock up the

doors" against such an intrusion; and then he adds, "So
then light not up," etc. But Rashi's exposition of this

difficult text appears to be the best.
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burnt and tlicrc is ofl'crcd unto my name,

even a pure ofleriji^r; for great is my name

among the nations, saith the I.ohd of hosts.

12 But je profane it; in that ye say, The

table of the Loud is polluted, and by the as-

sertion," Its food is contemptil)le.

lo And ye have said, Behold, what a

wearisome task is it! and ye have left it to

famish.*" saith the Lokd of hosts; and ye have

brought what was robbed, and the lame, and

the sick, and thus ye have brought an ofler-

ing: should I accept thi.s in favour from your

hand? saith the Lokd.

14 But cursed be the deceiver, who hath

in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacri-

ficeth a corrupt" thing unto the Lord; for I

am a great king, saith the Lord of hosts, and

my name is feared among the nations.

CHAPTER IL

1 And now, this commandment is for you,

3'e priests.

2 If ye Avill not hear, and if ye will not

lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name,

saith the Lord of hosts, I will even send out

against you a curse, and I Avill curse your

blessings; yea, I will curse the same,'' because

ye do not lay it to heart.

3 Behold', I will destroy unto you the

seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even

the dung of your festive ofl'erings; and one

shall take" you away with it.

4 And ye shall thereby know that I have

sent out unto you this commandment, that

my covenant might be with Levi, saith the

Lord of hosts.

5 My covenant was with him life and

peace; and I gave them to him for the fear''

wherewith he feared me, and because of my
name he had dread.''

6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and

' Ecdak, giving it witli, "the assertion of the priest."

Others, "its income, its food (/. e. of the table of God,

the alt;ir,) is contemptible."
' Arnivim and Rashi. Others, "let it grieve " Thi-

lippson, simply, "despised it."

° i. r. An aniniiil with a b(i<lily defeet.

'" Ariiheim ingeniously refers n'nnx to the elliptical

y-i«n "the earth,"—"the very earth will I curse."

'This difficult phra.se is piven by Rashi, "this dunp

will carry you up to itself," ('. r. make you as contempti-

ble as it is. Aben Ezra, "the enemy earrieth you along

with him." I'hilippson, "and this is to honour you."
' Rashi, "that he should fear, and so he did fear me."
• Johlson, " he bent himself before my name."

TU8

falsehood was not found on his lips; in peace

and equity he walked with me, and many
ilid he turn away from iniquity.

7 For the jiriest's lips are ever to keep

knowledge, and the hiw are they to seek from

his mouth; for he is the messenger of the

Lord of hosts.

8 But ye are indeed departed out of the

way; ye have cau.sed many to stumble in

the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of

the Levite, saith the Lord of ho.sts.

9 Therefore have I also made 30U con-

temptible and low before all the people, in

the same measure as ye do not keep my
ways, but act with partiality'' in the law.

10 Have we not all one f^ither? hath not

one God created us? (then) why shall we
deal treacherously every man against his

brother, to profane the covenant of our fa-

thers ?

11 Judah hath dealt treacherou.sh-, and

an abomination hath been committed in Is-

rael and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath pro-

faned the sanctuary of the Lord which he

loveth, and hath married the daughter of a

strange god.

12 Tlie Lord will cut ofl" unto the man
that doeth this, son and grandson,' out of the

tents of Jacob, and him that bringeth near

an offering unto the Lord of hosts.

13 And this do ye sccondh*, covering the

altar of the Lord with tears, Avith weeping

and with loud complaint, so that he turneth

not any more his regard to the offerings, nor

receiveth it with favoiu' at your hand.

14 Yet ye say. Wherefore? Because the

Lord hath been witness between thee and

the wife of thy youth, against whom thou

hast indeed dealt treacherou.sly : yet is she

thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.

Lj And not one iloth so who hath'' a rem-

'' ? e. Favour the great so as not to reprove them.

I'hilippson deems the negative of the first part of the

.sentence to be omitted before the last, and renders, hence,

"and honour not the law."
' Jonathan. The Talmudistg, "teacher and scholar."

' Verses 1") and ]Ct are rendered after I^unz and Phi-

lippson, who chiefly have fidlmved Aben Iv.ra; but Jona-

than, "Behold, Abraham (inx the eminent one, or the

first father of nur people,) was an only one, from whom
the world (Israel) was created; and what did this one re-

quire? nothing but that a child he preserved to him from

before the Loim; therefore, \c. For if he hate her, let

him dismiss her,—and not cover over violence with a gar-

ment," &c. The last clause is explained, " treating a wife



MALACHI II. III.

nant of a (good) spirit; for what desireth

such a one? lie seeketh (to possess) a goodly

posterit}-; therefore take heed to your spirit,

and let none of 3'ou deal treacherously

against the wife of his youth.

16 For he hateth putting away (the wife),

so hath said the Lord the God of Israel

and hira who covereth his garment with

violence, so hath said the Lord of hosts:

therefore take heed to your spirit, and deal

not treacherously.

17 ][ Ye have wearied the Lord with your

words; yet ye say. Wherein have we wearied

him? By your saying. Every one that doth

evil is good in the eyes of the Lord, and

in them he findeth delight; or else, Where is

the God of justice?

CHAPTER in.

1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and

he shall clear out the way before me : and

suddenly will come to his temple the Lord,

whom ye seek; and the messenger of the

covenant, whom ye desire for, behold, he is

coming, saith the Lord of hosts.

2 But who can sustain the day of his com-

ing? and who can stand when he appeareth?

for he is like the fire of the melter, and like

the lye of the washers

:

3 And he will sit as a melter and purifier

of silver; and he will purify the sons of Levi,

and refine them as gold and silver, that they"

may offer unto the Lord an offering in right-

eousness.

4 And then shall be pleasant unto the

Lord the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem,

as in the days of old, and as in former years.

5 And I will come near unto j^ou to (hold)

judgment; and I will be a swift witness

against the sorcerers, and against the adul-

terers, and against those that swear falsely,

and against those that withhold the wages of

the hired labourer, (oppress) the Avidow, and
the fatherless, and that do injustice to the

stranger, and fear me not, saith the Lord of

hosts.

cruelly while keeping her bound to him, as a garment is

to the body. Other Rabbins explain this verse as a con-

versation between those married to strange women and

the prophet: "Did not the one (Abraham) do so by

espousing Hagar? and was he not endowed with a divine

spirit of prophecy? Yes, but what did this one want? he

only sought to have a godly posterity; so be you careful

of your own spirit, and act not faithlessly against the wife

6 For I the Lord,—I have not changed;

and ye sons of Jacob—ye have not ceased

to be.

7 From the days of your fathers did ye de-

part from my statutes, and did not keep
them ; return unto me, and I will return unto
you, saith the Lord of hosts; but ye say,

Wherein shall we return?

8 Can a man rob God, that ye will rob

me? But ye say. Wherein have we robbed

thee? In tithes and in heave-offerings.

9 With the curse are ye cursed, and yet

me do ye rob; ye entire nation!

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the store-

house, that there may be provision in my
house, and prove me but herewith, saith

the Lord of hosts, if I will not open for

you the windows of heaven, and pour out

for you a blessing, until it be more than

enough.

11 And I will rebuke for you the devourer,''

and he shall not destroy for you the fruit of

the gi'ound; and the vine shall not cast its

fruit for you before the time in the field, saith

the Lord of hosts.

12 And all the nations shall call you
blessed ; for ye shall be a land of delight,"

saith the Lord of hosts.

13 ^ Your words have been strong against

me, saith the Lord; but ye say. What have
we spoken among us against thee?

14 Ye have said. It is vain to serve God

:

and what profit is it that we have kept his

charge, and that we have walked contritely

before the Lord of hosts ?

15 And now we call the presumptuous
happy; yea, built up are those that practise

wickedness; yea, they have even tempted
God and are (yet) suffered to escape.

16 Then conversed they that fear the Lord
one with the other: and the Lord listened

and heard it, and there was written a book
of remembrance before him for those who
fear the Lord, and for those who respect his

name.
17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord

of your youth to seek the embrace of strangers." (See

Ezra ix. and x., and Nehemiah xiii. 23—30.)
• Johlsnn, "that those only may be consecrated to the

Lonn. who sacrifice the offering in righteousness."
' Meaning the locusts and kindred insects which de-

stroy the harvest.
" Rashi comments, "a land in which I take delight."

Redak, "the productiveness of which is great."
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MALACHI III.

of hosts, on that day -which I create' as a

special treasure; and 1 will spare them, as a

man .sj)arcth his son that serveth him.

18 And ye shall return, and see the differ-

ence hetween the righteous and the Avicked,

between him that serveth God and him that

hath not served him.

lO** For, behold, the day is coming, which
shall burn as an oven ; and all the presump-

tuous, yea, .and all who practise wickedness

shall be stubble : and the day that is coming
shall set them on fire, saith the Lord of hosts,

•\vho will not leave them root or bough.

20 But there shall rise unto you that fear

my name the sun of righteousness with heal-

ing in his wings; and ye will go forth, and
grow fat" as calves of the stall.

* Lit. "make;" so also in ver. 21.
' The English version commences here chap, iv., which

is not found in our text.

• Zunz, "skip about."
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21 And je Avill tread down the wicked;
for they shall be ashes under the s(jles of

your feet, on the day that I create, saith the

Lord of hosts.

22 Remember ye the law of Moses my ser-

vant, whom I commanded on Iloreb for all

Israel, statutes and ordinances.

23 Behold, I send unto you Elijah the

prophet before the coming of the day of the

Lord, the great and the dreadful.

24 And he shall turn back the heart of

the fathers'* to the children, and the heart of

the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse.

[2.3 Behold, I send imto you Elijah the

prophet before the coming of the day of the

Lord, the great and the dreadful.]

* Rashi, "he will turn back the heart of the fathers

(to God) through the children, saying in a loving and

pleasing way, ' Go speak to your fathers to lay hold of

the way of the Lord,' " &c.
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THE BOOK or PSALMS,

BOOK FIRST.

PSALM I.

1 Happy is the man who walketh not in

the council of the wicked, and standeth not

in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the

seat of scorners;

2 But whose deliglit is in the law of the

Lord; and who doth meditate in his law by
day and night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by
rivulets of water, that yieldeth its fruit in

its season, and the leaf of which doth not

wither; and all that he may do shall prosper.

4 Not so the wicked; but they are like

the chaff which the wind driveth away.
5 Therefore shall the wicked not be able

to stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the

congregation of the righteous.

6 For the Lord regardeth the way of the

righteous ; but the way of the wicked lead-

eth to perdition.

PSALM IL

1 Tl Wherefore do nations rage, and peo-

ple meditate a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth raise themselves

up, and rulers take counsel together, against

the Lord, and against his anointed

;

3 " Let us break asunder their bands, and
cast away from us their cords."

4 He who dwelleth k\ the heavens will

laugh : the Lord will hold them in derision.

5 Then will he speak unto them in his an-

ger, and in his displeasure will he terrify them.

* Lit. "I will relate of the decree."
^ Israel is called "my first-born son," in Esod. iv. 22;

"children unto the Lord," in Dcut. x\v. 1; hence, the

king of Israel is preeminently, as representative of the

people, called here, "thou art my son."
° Abcn Ezra. Lit. "kis.s," as the giving of a kiss was

considered a sign of appointing to royalty, as with Samuel
to Saul, (1 Sam. x. 1.) Rashi, "Arm yourselves with

purity of heart." Jonathan, " Accept instruction." Most
commentators apply " lest he be angry," to God.

4P

6 (Saying,) yet have I appointed my king
upon Zion my holy mount.

7 I will announce the" decree, the Lord
hath said unto me, "My son*" art thou; I

have indeed this day begotten thee.

8 Ask it of me, and I will give thee nar

tions for an inheritance, and for thy possession

the uttermost ends of the earth.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of

iron; like a potter's vessel shalt thou dash
them in pieces."

10 And now, ye kings, be wise: take

warning, ye judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rcy'oice

with trembling.

12 Do homage" to the son, lest he be

angry, and ye be lost on the way; for his

wrath is so speedily kindled. Happy'' are all

they that put their trust in him.

PSALM III.

1° ^ A psalm of David, when he fled from
before Abshalom his son.

2 Lord, how numerous are my assailants?

how many, that rise up against me.
3 Many say of my soul, There is no help*"

for him with God. Selah.^

4 But thou, Lord, art a shield around
me; my glory and he that lifteth up my head.

5 With my voice I call unto the Lord, and
he answereth me out of his holy mountain.
Selah.

6 I laid myself down and slept; I awoke;
for the Lord sustaincth me.

^ This Psalm concludes, like so many other.s, with the

expression of confidence in God's goodness.
° In the Massoretic text the superscriptions to the

Psalms are regarded as separate verses when of any
length.

' Phllippson, "salvation," or "happiness."
s Sehih was probably a musical term; but it is now

impossible to ascertain what it precisely meant. Some
explain it as meaning "eternally;" hence the phrase,

Avien Selah; l;n nSo "for ever and aye."
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PSALMS III.—VI.

7 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of

people, that have placed' themselves round

about against me.

8 Arise, Lord, help me, my God ; for

thou smitest all my enemies upon the cheek

bone; the teeth of the wicked dost thou break.

9 Salvation belongeth unto the Loud : thy

blessing be upon thy people.*' Selah.

PSALM IV.

1 ^ To the chief musician on Neginoth, a

psalm of David.

2 When I call, answer me, God of

my righteousness : amidst distress thou hast

(ever) granted me enlargement; be gracious

unto me, and hear my prayer.

3 ye sons of men, how long shall my
glory l>e put to shame? (how long) will ye

love vanit}^ will ye seek for lies? Selah.

4 But know that the Lord hath set apart

the pious for himself: the Lord will hear

W'hen I call on him.

5 Tremble, and sin not : commune with

vour heart upon your bed, and be still." Se-

lah.

6 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and
put your trust in the Lord.

7 Many say, "Who will show us happi-

ness? Let shine'' brightly over us the light

of thy countenance, Lord."

8 (But) thou hast placed more joy in my
heart than at the time when their corn and
their wine were increased.

9 In peace, altogether, will I lay me down
and sleep; for thou, Lord, alone/ causest me
to dwell in safety.

PSALM V.

1 ^ To the chief musician upon Nechiloth/

a psalm of David.

2 To my words give ear, Lord, have re-

gard to my meditation."

3 Listen unto the voice of my loud cry

' Redak, "attack mc." Jonathan, "of the quarrel of

the people who have gathered all around me."
'' Rashi, " thy pcuplo are bound to praise thee for

ever."
• Redak, "rebel no more," referring to the rebellion

of Abshalom, conceiving this Psalm to have been written

on that occa.sion.

" Rashi. Redak, simplj', "lift up," taking nsi for xiyj.

• So is this given by Redak ; but the Massorah would

require it so: "for thou, O Lord! art alone; in security

wilt thou cause me to dwell."
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my King, and my God, when unto thee I

pray.

4 Lord, in the morning do thou hear

my voice; in the morning will I set in order

(my prayer) before thee, and look up with

hope.

5 For thou art not a God that hath plea-

sure in wickedness: evil cannot abide with

thee.

6 The arrogant*" cannot stand up before thy

eyes: thou hatest all workers of wickedness.

7 Thou will destroy those that speak lies;

the man of blood and deceit the Lord al>

horreth.

8 But as for me,—in the abundance of the

kindness will I enter thy house; I will lx)w

myself down before thy holy temple in the

fear of thee.

9 Lord, lead me in thy righteousness

because of those that regard me enviously;

make straight before me thy way.

10 For there is not in their mouth any
sincerity ; their inward part is full of decei>

tion; an open sepulchre is their throat; they

flatter with their tongue.'

11 Condemn them, O God; let them fall

through their own counsels; for the multi-

tude of their transgressions cast them down;
for they have rebelled against thee.

12 Then will rejoice all those that put

their trust in thee; for ever will they shout

for joy, when thou protectest them ; and then

will exult in thee those that love thy name.

13 For thou wilt bless the righteous,

Lord; as with a shield wilt thou encompass

him with favour.

PSALM VI.

1 ^ To the chief musician on Neginoth

upon Sheminith," a psalm of David.

2 Lord, correct me not in thy anger,

and chastise me not in thy wrath.

3 Be gracious unto me, Lord; for I am

' niS'ni from SSn chalal, to perforate, (whence S'Sn

chali/, a pipe, or flute,) probably denotes wind instru-

ments in general; such as the horn, trumpet, pipe, &c.

' Others, "complaint," or "sighing."
' Rashi, "the foolish." Jonathan, "seorners." Sachs,

"boasters."
' Lit. " they ni.iko smooth their tongue."
' S/iimhill/i, "the eighth," which llashi explains, "a

harp with eight strings." Philippson, "in the eighth

measure." Others, "on the base." Mendelssohn, "on

neginoth with eight strings."



PSALMS VI.—VIII.

withering away: heal me, Lord; for my
hones are terrified.

4 And my soul is greatly terrified; hut

thou, Lord, how long yet—

?

5 Return, Lord, deliver my soul: help

me for the sake of thy kindness.

G For in death men do not remember' thee

:

in the nether world, who shall give thee

thanks?
7 I am weary with my sighing; I flood

every night my bed ; with my tears I moisten

my couch.

8 My eye is consumed because of grief; it

waxeth old because of all my assailants.

9 Depart from me, all ye workers of Avick-

edness; for the Lord hath heard the voice of

my weeping.

10 The Lord hath heard my supplication;

the Lord will accept my prayer.

11 Ashamed and greatly terrified shall be-

come all my enemies : they will turn round,

and be made ashamed in a moment.

PSALM VII.

1 ^ A Shiggayon of David, which he sang

unto the Lord, concerning the affairs of Cush
the Benjamite.

2 Lord my God, in thee do I Y>ut my
trust; save me from every one of my perse-

cutors, and deliver me:
3 Lest he tear like a lion my soul, rending

it in pieces, with none to deliver.

4 Lord my God, if I have done this; if

there be injustice in my hands;

5 If I have recompensed him that was at

peace* with me with evil; if I have taken

aught" from my assailants without cause

:

6 May the enemy hotly pursue my soul,

and overtake it; and tread down upon the

earth my life, and cause my honour to lie in

the dust. Selah.

7 Arise, Lord, in thy anger, lift up thy-

self because of the rage of my enemies : and

* Lit. "for not in death is thy memorial."
"" Aben Ezra, " who hath done me good."
" Rashi, ''taken off the garment of him who hated me

to caw.se him to be naked ;" taking, as he does, CusJi to

mean Saul, the corner of whose cloak David cut off in the

cave. (1 Sam. xxlv. ,5.) Others conceive this to bo a pa-

renthesis, thus, "If I have recompensed him at peace

with me with evil, when I delivered him who hated me
without cause." The version in the text is after Philipp-

son, who adopts Rashi's idea, that vSn here mean.s, "to
take away," "to unclothe."

awake for me (to) the judgment'^ that thou
hast commanded.

8 So shall the congregation of the people

compass thee about; and for their sakes re-

turn thou to the height."

9 The Lord will judge tlie people: judge
me, Lord, according to my righteousness,

and according to my integrity (grant) me
(recompense).

10 Oh let the evil of the wicked come to

an end; but establish the just, O thou, who
triest the hearts and reins, righteous God.

11 My protection is by God, who saveth

the upright in heart.

12 God is a righteous judge, and a God
who is indignant (with the wicked) every day.

13 If he turn not, He will whet his

sword; he bendeth his bow, and maketh it

ready.

14 Also for him he prepareth the instru-

ments of death; he fashioneth his arrows
against the persecutors.''

15 Behold, he travaileth with wrong do-

ing; but he hath conceived mischief, and
bringeth forth falsehood.

16 He hath hollowed out a pit. and dug
it, and is fallen into the ditch which he hath
wrought.

17 His mischief will return upon his own
head, and upon his own skull will his vio-

lence come down.
18 I will thank the Lord according to his

righteousness; and I will sing praises to the

name of the Lord the Most High.

PSALM VIII.

1 T[ To the chief musician upon Gittith,

a psalm of David.

2 Eternal One our Lord, how excellent

is thy name on all the earth ! thou who hast

set thy majesty above the heavens.

3 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings

hast thou founded (thy) miglit,^ because of

* Kashi, "and awake for me, (that) T may execute the

judgment," &c. Sachs, "be wakeful for me; a judgment
hast thou commanded, and the congregation," &c. Aben
Ezra, "and awaken for me."

" Redak, "to hold judgment;" David asks that God may
sit upon his judgment seat to decide justly for all.

' So Rashi; but the moderns take "p^T to mean
"burning darts," which the Asiatics often shot off against

their enemies; hence, "he fashioneth his arrows to be-

come burning darts."

* Sachs, "victory ;" the word is usually given " strength."
71o



PSALMS VIII. IX.

thy opponents, tliat thou mightcst bring to

.silence the enemy and him that seeketh ven-

geance.

4 When I behold thy heavens, the work
of tliy finger.'', tlio moon and the stars, which
thou hast establislied :

—

5 What is the mortal, that thou remem-
berest him ? and the son of man, that thou
thinkest of him?

6 Yet thou hast made him but a little less

than angels," and hast crowned him with
honour and glory.

7 Thou hast given him dominion over the

works of thy hands; every thing hast thou
placed beneath his feet:

8 Flocks and herds altogether, and also

the beasts of the field

;

9 The birds of heaven, and the fishes of the

sea, whatsoever'' passeth through the paths

of the seas.

10 Paternal One our Lord, how excellent

is thy name on all the earth

!

PSALM IX.

1 ^ To the chief musician upon Muth-
labben, a ])salm of David.

2 I will thank the Lord with all my heart;

I will relate all thy marvellous deeds.

3 I will rejoice and exult in thee: I will

sing prai.se to thy name, thou Most High

;

4 When my enemies are turned backward,
(when) they fall and perish at thy presence.

5 For thou hast conducted my dispute and
my cause; thou hast sat on the throne as a

righteous judge.

6 Thou hast rebuked nations, thou hast

caused the wicked to perish, their name hast

thou blotted out for ever and ever.

7 O thou" enemy, the ruins are pas.sed

away for ever, and the cities which thou hast

destroyed,—lost is their memorial, yea, theirs.

' Sachs and other moderns, "thou madest him but little

loss than God;" referring to Gen. i. 26, where God said

he would create man in his image.
' Kodak and Ahi'n K/.ni, and after them Mendelssohn,

"he (man) passeth thnm^^h the paths nf tiie seas."
" Aben Kzra. I'liiliiipsdii, however, takes this verse as

a continuation of the jirecediiig, and translates, "the
enemies—complete are the ruins for ever, and cities hast

thou destroyed—perished is their memory, yea, theirs;"

1. r. the memiirial of the enemies first spoken of. Joseph
Kimelii, "thy destroyings, O enemy, arc at an end."
Itishi, "the enemy, the swords (of wlio.sc hate) have been
on us, hath come to his end."
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8 But the Lord will sit enthroned for ever:

he hath established for giving judgment his

throne.

9 And he will judge the world with right-

eousness, he shall decide for the people with
equity.

10 The Lord also will be a strong-hold for

the oppressed, a strong-hold in times of dis-

tress.

11 And they that know thy name will put
their trust in thee; for thou hast not forsaken

those that seek thee, Lord.

12 Sing praises to the Lord, who dwelleth

jn Zion: announce among the people his

deeds.

13 For he, that inquireth after acts of

blood, hath remembered them : he hath not

forgotten the cry of the afilicted.

14 Be gracious unto me, Lord; have re-

gard to my afiliction (coming) from those

that hate me, thou who liftest me up from

the gates of death

:

15 In order that I may relate all thy

praises in tlie gates of the daugliters of Zion;

I will be glad in thy salvation.

16 Sunk are nations in the ditch that they

have prepared: in this net which they had
laid in secret is their own foot caught.

17 The Lord is made known; he executed

justice; through the doing of his own hands
is the wicked ensnared. Higgayon,'' Selah.

18 The wicked shall retiirn "into hell," all

the nations that are forgetful of God.

19 For not everlastingly .sluiU the needy
be forgotten : the expectation of the poor

shall not perish for ever.

20 Arise, O Lord; let not the morttd boast

of his strength, let nations be judged before

thy face.

21 Place, Lord, fear'' over them : let na-

tions know, that they are but mortals. Selah.

^ Mendelssohn translates, "0 the great thought;" but

Sachs and other moderns regard IIi<j<jai/on as a musical

term, or instrument. (Psa. xcii. 4.) Jonathjin, "the
righteous shall rejoice for ever." Aben Ezra, "I declare

this in truth." Itashi, "this oceurroth always,"

—

Sfloli,

as "eternally."
' Alien Ezra explains, "because man was created from

the earth ;" this would then mean, that " the wicked siiould

become nothing, or dust again, as they were originally
"

The Talmudists, "to the lowest degree of hell" (punish-

ment) after they have been judged in "(Jod's" tribunal.

' Aben Ezra, Sforno, and others. Uaslii, "niastcr;"

"put a niastcr over them."



PSALMS X.—XII.

PSALM X.

1 ^ Wherefore, Lord, standest thou afar

off? hidest thyself in times of distress?

2 In the pride of the wicked doth he hotly

pursue the poor: they" are seized through
the plans that those have devised.

3 For the wicked boasteth of the longing

of his soul, and the robber blesseth himself

when he hath despised'' the Lord.

4 The wicked, according to the pride of

his wrathfulness, (saith,) lie will not require;

There is no God (in) all his plans.

5 Prospei'ous are his ways at all times;

far in the height (remain) thy punishments
away from him : all his assailants—he puffeth

at them.

6 He saith in his heart, I shall not be

moved; I shall be for many generations, and
without adversity.

7 Of fiilse oaths is his mouth full, and de-

ceit and fraud : under his tongue is mischief

and wickedness.

8 He sitteth in the lurking-places of the

Adllages; in the secret places doth he murder
the innocent: his eyes search for the unfor-

tunate."

9 He lieth in wait in a secret place like a

lion in his den; he lieth in wait to .snatch up
the poor; he snatcheth up the poor, as he
draweth him'* into his net.

10 He croucheth, he bendeth himself, and
the unfortunate fall through his might.

11 He saith in his heart, God hath forgot-

ten; he hath hidden his face; he will never
see it.

12 Arise, Lord; God, lift up thy
hand : forget not the afflicted.

13 For what doth the wicked despise God?
(why) doth he say in liis heart. Thou wilt

not require it ?

14 Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest

mischief and despiteful acts, to requite it with
thy hand : unto thee the unfortunate commit-
tcth himself; unto the flitherless hast thou
(ever) been a helper.

' Rashi; "they" are the poor; "those," the wicked.
'' After Rasbi. Sachs, "the robber blasphenieth,

scorneth tlie Lord." So also Philippson and Ilerxheimer.
" Meuachem. Philippson, "the weak." Mendelssohn,

"the poor wanderer."
^ Sachs, "as he draweth in his net."
' Philippson and Sachs; Rashi "that they may not

15 Break thou the arm of the wicked; and
of the bad man—thou Avilt inquii'e for his

wickedness (till) thou fnid none.

16 The Lord is King for ever and ever:

nations are perished out of his land.

17 The longing of the atllicted dost thou

hear, O Lord! thou wilt strengthen their

heart, thou Avilt cause thy ear to listen

:

18 To judge the fatherless and the op-

pressed, that not farther more shall be arro-

gant" the mortal from the earth.

PSALM XI.

1 T[ To the chief musician, by David. In
the Lord have I put my trust: how can ye
say to my soul. Flee to your mountain as a
bird?

2 For lo, the wicked bend their bow, they

arrange their arrow upon the string, to shoot

in the dark at the upright in heart.

3 For (if) the foundations be torn down,
what can the righteous do?

4 The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord
hath his throne in heaven, his eyes behold,

his eyelids prove, the children of men.
5 The Lord proveth the righteous; Init

the wicked and him that loveth violence his

soul hateth.

6 He letteth rain upon the wicked burning
coals, fire and brimstone; and a glowing

wind is the portion of their cup.*^

7 For righteous is the Lord, he loveth

righteousness; his countenance doth behold

the upright.

PSALM XII.

1 ^ To the chief musician upon Sheminith,

a josalm of David.

2 Help, Lord; for the pious have ceased

to be; for the truthful- have failed from among
the children of men.

3 Deceptively do they speak every one

with his neighbour, with tlattering li^^s, with

a double'' heart do they speak.

4 May the Lord cut ofl" all flattering lips,

the tongue that speaketh boastful things

:

oppress (break in pieces) any more man sprung from the

earth."
' This ver.sc is given after Rashi: "the portion nf their

cup" is a proverbial expression, often met with in Scrip-

ture; " the cup of confusion," " my portion and cup," /. c
"fate," "lot," "portion." ^ Sachs, "truthfulness."

^ Ileb. "a heart and a heart."
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PSALMS XII.—XVI.

5 Who have said, With our tongue will

we be mighty; our lips are with us; who is

lord over us?

6 Because of the oppression of the poor,

because of the sighing of the needy, now will

I arise, saith the Lord; I will grant safety to

him for whom the other layetli a snare.'

7 The word.s of the Lokd are pure words

:

as silver refined in the crucible'' of earth,

purified seven times.

8 Thou, Lord, wilt preserve them; thou

wilt guard them from this generation for

ever.

9 On every side do the wicked walk about.

when the vile are exalted over the sons of

man.

PSALM XIII.

1 T[ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

2 IIow long, Lord, wilt thou forgot me
continually? how long wilt thou hide thy

face from me?
8 IIow long shall I have to devise resolves

in my soul, with grief in my heart daily? how
long shall my enemy exalt himself over me?

4 Look down, answer me, O Lord my God

!

enlighten my eyes, that I may not sleep the

sleep of death

;

5 That my enemy may not say, I have

overcome him; my assailants may not be

glad when I am moved.'

But I trust in thy kindness, let my heart

be glad because of thy salvation; I will sing

unto the Lord, because he hath dealt bounti-

luUy with me.

PSALM XIV.

1 ][ To the chief musician, by David. The
worthless fool saith in his heart. There is no
God. They are corrupt, tliey are abominable

(in their) doings, there is none that doeth

good.

2 The Lord lookcth down from heaven

* Mcnaclicni. Others, "puffcth at him." Philipp.son,

after Ewalil, "wlio longuth fur it," (the divine help.)

' Ilu.slii, Abon Ezra, &c. take S"S;,'3 to mean "the
Lord;" "as silver refined by the Lord of the earth."

I'hilippson, "as refined silver freed from earth." The
version here given is after an opinion cited by Rashi.

" Jonathan, "when I depart from thy path."
" AiKlri'ss to the enemies; and means, "Let them de-

spise the cause of the poor, it matters not, because they

arc protecli d by the Loud."
"1»

upon the children of men, to see if there be

one intelligent, one who seeketh for God.
3 They are all gone aside, they are alto-

gether become corrupt: there i.s none that

doeth good, no, not even one.

4 Is there no knowledge in all the workers
of wickedness? who eat up my people as they

eat bread; (while) they do not call on the

Lord.

5 There are they terrified in ten'or; for

God is with the righteous generation

;

6 The counsel of the poor (though)'' you
put to shame; because the Lord is his pro-

tection.

7 Oh that some one might bring the salva-

tion of Israel out of Zion! When the Lord
bringeth back the captivity of his people, then

will Jacob be glad, and Israel will rejoice.

PSALM XV.

1 T[ A psalm of David. Lord, who may
sojourn in thy tent? who may dwell on thy
holy mount?

2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his

heart

;

3 That uttereth no calumny with his

tongue, that doeth no evil to his neighbour,

and bringeth'^^ no reproach on his fellow-man;

4 In Avhose eyes the despical)le is desjiised;

but that honoureth those who fear the Lord;

that sweareth to his own injury, and changeth
not;

5 That putteth not out his money for in-

terest, and taketli no bribe against the inno-

cent. He that doeth the.se things shall not

be moved to eternity.

PSALM XVI.

1 ^ A Michtham'^ of David. Preserve me,

God; for I have placed my trust in thee.

2 (O my sold,) thou hast said unto the

Lord, Thou art my Lord: my happiness is

not without' thee

;

* Lit. "bearoth," which Redak explains as, "borne on

the tonirue," or, "thou shalt not bear the name of the

Loun thy God in vain;" hence, "to spread reproachful

reports."
' Jonathan. Septuaginf, " thou requirest not my good-

ness." Others, " my goodness cannot benefit thee."

Rashi, "the goodness thou dost for nie is not obligatory

on thee." Others, "I have no happiness beyond thee."

« This word derived from K'tlnni, " pure gold," is render-

ed by Mendelssohn with "an ornament" i.e. elegant song.



PSALMS XVI.—XVIII.

3 (But) in the saints who are on the earth,

and in the excellent,—in them is all my de-

light.

4 Multiplied shall be the sorrows of those

who give presents to another god : I will not

pour out their drink-offerings of blood, nor

bear their names upon my lips.

5 Thou, Lord, art the portion of my in-

heritance, and my cup : thou hast drawn my
lot.

6 My possessions" are fallen in agreeable

places; yea, my heritage is pleasant to me.
7 I will bless the Lord, who hath given

me counsel: also in the night seasons my
reins admonish me.

8 I have always set the Lord before me,
that,'' being at my right hand, I might not be

moved.
9 Therefore is I'ejoiced my heart, and my

spirit" is glad: also my flesh shall rest in

safety.

10 For thou wilt not abandon my soul to

the grave; thou wilt not sufl'er thy pious

(servant) to see corruption.''

11 Thou wilt let me know the path of

life:" fulness of joy is in thy presence; plea-

sures are at thy right hand for evermore.

PSALM XVII.

1 ^ A prayer of David. Hear, Lord,
(the cause of) righteousness, attend unto my
entreaty, give ear unto my prayer, coming
from lips without deceit.*^

2 Let from thy presence my sentence come
forth ; let thy eyes behold what is right.

3 Thou hast proved my heart; thou hast
thought of me in the night; thou hast refined

me—thou couldest find nothing; my purpose
doth not pass bej-ond (the words of) my
mouth.*

' Lit. "the lines," i. e. of measuring; hence, that which
is measured with them, the land possessed by any one.

' Sforno; but Rashi and Kodak, "because he is—

I

shall not be moved."
° Lit. "honour," "glory;" and is explained by the

commentators, "the soul, as she is the glory of man."
* ^MW is, as has been remarked to Isaiah xiv. 9, the

"netherworld," the receptacle of all the dead; not so

much "hell," a place of punishment, (though even in its

original derivation from the Saxon or German, " hell"

should denote a place of concealment—Saxon, hillan or

hclan; German, hrhtrn, "to hide," or hij/i/e; Saxon, holl,

"a cavern,") as "hades," where the good no less than
the bad go; though in Psalm ix. LS, it means the first.

Here David speaks, that his soul will not meet the same

4 Among the deeds of men did I observe, by
the word of thy lips, the paths of the dissolute.

5 My steps held firmly to thy tracks, (and)

my footsteps did not slip.

G I call on thee, for thou wilt answer me,
God : incline thy ear unto me, hear my speech.

7 Show marvellously thy loving-kindnes.ses,

thou that savest those who put their trust

(in thee) from those that rise up (against

them) by thy right hand.

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye ; con-

ceal me under the shadow of thy wings,

9 From the wicked that despoil me, my
enemies, who, to take my life,'' compass me
about.

10 They are inclosed in their own fat:'

with their mouth they speak proudly.

11 On our steps they now encompass us:

they direct their eyes to turn aside in the

land.

12 Every man is just like a lion that is

greedy to tear his prey, and like a young
lion lurking in a covert.

13 Arise, Lord, prevent him, cast him
down : deliver my soul from the wicked, who''

is thy sword.

14 From these men—thy hand— Lord,
from the men of this world, whose portion is

in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with
thy hidden treasure : they have children in

plenty, and leave the rest of their substance
to their babes.

15 As for me, in righteousness shall I be-

hold thy face: I shall be satisfied, when I

awake, with contemplating thy likeness.

PSALM XVIIL
1 ^ To the chief musician, by the servant

of the Lord, by David, who spoke unto the

Lord the words of this song on the day that

fate, to end in the grave, and not become corrupt by de-

composition. The Kelib has ttdH " thy pious ones ; the

Ken, however, the singular. riDB' is rendered by Sachs
and others, "pit;" by Sforno, ijuhlnnam, "hell;" but
in either ease it is the same.

' Abcn Ezra, "for after the death of the body thou
wilt then let me know the path of life," &c. Philippson,

"not mere existence, but a perfect happiness."
' Heb. "without lips of deceit."

* This is explained, that the thoughts of the Psalmist cor-

responded with his words, all within the limits of justice.
" Jonathan, " who with wantonness encompass me."
' Rashi, " through their fat they close their heart."

Philippson, " their fat inere.iseth."

' Others, "by the sword;" next verse "by thy hand."
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PSALM xviir.

the Lord had dolivcM-od him out oi' tlic hand of

all his enemies, and from the hand of Saiil

;

2 And he said, I ever love thee, O Loud,

my strength.

3 The Lord is my rock, and my fortress,

and my deliverer; my God, my rock, in whom
I trust ; my shield, and the horn of my sal-

vation, and my high tower.

4 Praised, I cried, be the Lord, and from

my enemies was I saved.

5 The bonds of death encompassed me,

and the Hoods of destruction made me afraid.

6 The bonds of hell encircled me : the

snares of death seized on me.

7 (When) in my distress I called upon the

Lord, and unto my God I cried: he heard

from his temple my voice, and my complaint

came before liim even into his ears.

8 Then shook and trembled the earth ; and
the foundations of the mountains were moved

;

and they were shaken, because he was wroth.

9 Smoke went up in his anger and con-

suming fire out of his mouth: coals flamed

forth from him.

10 And he bent the heavens, and came
down: and thick darkness was under his feet.

11 And he rode upon a cherub, and Hew-

along, and he llitted" by upon the wings of

the wind.

12 He made darkness his hiding-place,

round about him as his pavilion, dark waters,

thick clouds of the skies.

13 From the brightness before him his

thick clouds passed away, (with) hail-stones

and coals of fire.

14 And the Lord thundered in the heavens,

and the Most High uttered forth his voice;

(with) hail-stones and coals of fire.

15 And he sent out his arrows, and scat-

tered them ; and he shot forth'' lightnings, and
discomfited them.

IG And then were seen the channels of

the waters, and there were laid open the

foundations of the world; through thy re-

buke, Lord, through the blast of the breath

of tliy nostrils.

17 He stretched out from above (his hand),

he took me; he drew me out from mighty
waters.

IS He delivered me from my enemy, the

strong, and I'rom those that hated me, whew
they were too mighty for me.

19 They overcame me on the day of cala-

mity; but the Lord l)ecame my stay.

20 And he brought me forth into a large

space; he delivered me, because he had de-

light in me.
21 The Lord rewarded me according to

my righteousness; according to the purity of

my hands did he recompen.se me.
22 For I have kept the Avays of the Lord,

and have not wickedly departed from my God.

23 For all his ordinances were before me,
and his statutes had I not put away from me.

24 I was also upriglit with liim, and I

guarded myself against my iniquity.

25 Therefore did the Lord recompense me
according to my righteousness, according to

the purity of my hands before his eyes.

2G AVith the merciful thou wilt show thy-

self merciful ; with the upright man thou wilt

show thyself upriglit;

27 With the pure thou wilt .show thyself

pure; and with the perver.se thou wilt wage
a contest.

28 For thou Avilt indeed save the afllicted

people; but haughty e^es wilt thou bring

down.
29 For thou wilt cause my light to shine

:

the Lord my God will enlighten in}- darkness.

30 For (aided) by thee I run through a

troop; and (helped) by my God I leap over

a wall.

31 As for God,—his way is perfect; the

•word of the Lord is tried : he is a shield to

all those that trust in him.

32 For who is god save the Lord? or who
is a rock beside our God?

33 He is the God that girdeth me with

strength, and rendereth my way unobstructed.

34 He maketh my feet like those of the

hinds, and upon my high-places he causeth

me to stand.

35 He teacheth my hands for the war, so

that a l)razen bow is bent by my arms.

3G And thou gavest me the .shield of thy

salvation, and thy right hand supported me:
and thy meekness" hath made me great.

* Here XTi "be flitted;" in 2 Ram. xxii. nti "ho was
|

' Aben Ezra. Jonatban, "liglitnings in multitude."

Been," or "appeared." Tbere are other variations which
|

"Jonathan, "thy word." (See note to 2 Sam. x-vii.

will be apparent by comparing this I'.siilm with the chap-
I
36.) Wc have followed Rii.shi here, because the word is

ter quoted.
|| spoiled differently from what it is in Samuel.
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PSALMS XVIIL—XX.

37 Thou enlargest my steps under me, so

that my joints do not slip.

38 I pursue my enemies, and overtake

them: and I return not again till I have
made an end of them.

39 I crush them that they are not able to

rise : they fall under my feet.

40 For thou hast girded me with strength

for the war: thou subduest my opponents
under me.

41 And my enemies thou causest to tui-n

their back to me; and those that hate me,

—

that I may destroy them.
42 They cry, but there is none to help;

unto the Lord,—but he answereth them not.

43 And I beat them small as the dust be-

fore the wind : like the dirt in the streets do
I cast them out.

44 Thou deliverest me from the contests

of the people; thou appointest me to be the

head of nations : a people which I know not

shall serve me.
45 As soon as their ear heareth" they

shall be obedient to me : the children of the

stranger shall utter flattery unto me.
46 The children of the stranger shall fade

away, and come forth trembling out of their

close places.

47 The Lord liveth, and blessed be my
Rock; and exalted be the God of my salva-

tion
;

48 The God that granteth me vengeance,
and subdueth nations under me;

49 That delivereth me from my enemies:

also above my opponents thou liftest me up;
thou deliverest me from the man of violence.

50 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee

among the nations, Lord, and unto th^^

name will I sing praises.

51 (To him) that maketli great the salva-

tion of his king, and who sheweth kindness
to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for

ever.

PSALM XIX.

1 ^ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

" Philippson, "Those of whom I have only heard with
my ear, the strangers, flatter me."

^ Aben Ezra and Redak; meaning, their admonition

is without audible words. So also Sachs. Others,

"There is no speech—without their voice being heard,"

i. e. in all that is said the voice of the heavens mingles.

4Q

2 The heavens relate the glory of God;
and the expanse telleth of the works of his

hands.

3 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night
unto night showeth knowledge.

4 There is no speech, there are no words,
their voice is not heard.''

5 (But) their melody extendeth through
all the earth, and to the end of the world
their words. For the sun hath he set a taber-

nacle among them;
6 And he goeth out as a bridegroom from

his chamber, he rejoiceth like a strong man
to run his course.

7 From the end of the heavens is his

going forth, and his circuit is unto their

ends: and there is nothing hidden from his

heat.

8 The law of the Lord is perfect, quieting

the soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure,

making wise the simple.

9 The statutes of the Lord are upright, re-

joicing the heart : the commandment of the

Lord is clear, enlightening the ej-es.

10 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring
for ever: the ordinances of the Lord are the
truth, they are just altogether.

11 They are those which are to be desired

more than gold, and much fine gold: and
they are sweeter than honey and the dro^v

ping of honeycomb.
12 Moreover thy servant is admonished

by them; in keeping them there is great

reward.

13 Who can guard" against errors? from
secret* (faults) do thou cleanse me.

14 Also from presumptuous (sins) with-
hold thy servant; let them not have dominion
over me; then shall I be blameless, and I

shall be clear from any great transgression.

15 May the words of my mouth, and the

meditation of my heart, be acceptable before

thee, Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer.

PSALM XX.
1 ^ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

° Rashi and Aben Ezra. Lit. "who can understand
errors?" Sachs, "who can remark?" ;'. e. with all

man's striving, errors will be committed unperceived by
him.

''
i'. e. Those unknown, as they were committed unper-

ceived.
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PSALMS XX.—XXII.

2 Ma\- the Lohd answer tliec on tlio day

of distress; may the uaiiio of" the God of

Jacob protect thee;

3 May he send tliee help from the sanc-

tuary, and support thee from Zion
;

4 May lie remember all thy meat-offerings,

and accept' in favour thy burnt-sacrilice.

Selah.

5 May he prant thee according to thy own
heart, and I'ullil all thy resolves.

G We -will rejoice in tliy salvation, and in

the name of our God we will upraise our ban-

ners: the LoKD fulfil all thy petitions.

7 Now I know that the Lokd saveth his

anointed; he will answer him from his hol^'

heavens, with the saving strength of his right

hand.

8 Some (trust) in chariots, and some in

horses; but we will invoke'' the name of the

Lord our God.

9 They are prostrate and fallen; but we
are risen up and stand erect."

10 Lord, save (us) : may the king"* an-

swer us on the day when we call (on him).

PSALM XXL
1 T[ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

2 Loud, because of thy strength will the

king rejoice; and tlirough thy salvation how
greatly will he be glad

!

.3 The longing of his heart hast thou given

him, and the retiucst of his lips hast thou not

withholden. Selah.

4 For thou meetest him unasked" with the

blessings of happiness: thou settest on his

head a crown of pure gold.

5 Life hath he asked of thee, thou gavest

it to him, length of days for ever and
ever.

6 Great is his honour through th^- help

:

glory and majesty thou layest upon him.

7 For thou appointest him to be a bless-

* n:B'T from [B'T "flit;" lioncc, "worthy of accept-

ance," as a lean, sickly gift is unwortliy God's acceptance.
^ Rashi, "TDtJ means, bringing incense and prayer; as

in Isa. Ixvi. 3;" hence, it has been rendered elsewhere,

"confide in." Lit. " make mention."
° Ilashi, "we sliall prevail over them." Aben Ezra,

" we shall be exalted, or lifted up."
'' Septuagint and others translate, "0 Lord! save the

king; may he hear us, &c.;" but the above is according

to the Massoretic text. Jonathan, "0 powerful King,
accept our prayer," &c.
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ing for ever: thou makest him glad with joy
from' thy presence.

8 For the king trusteth in the Lord; itnd

through the kindness of the Most High shall

he not be moved.
9 Thy hand will reach all thy enemies:

thy right hand will reach tho.se that hate

thee.

10 Thou wilt render them as a fiery oven
at the time of thy anger: the Lord in his

wrath will destroy them, and a fire will de-

vour them.

11 Their fruit Avilt thou cau.se to perish

fi-om the earth, and their .seed from among
the children of men.

12 For they directed against thee evil:

they devised a mischievous purpo.se, which
they were not able to perform.

13 For thou wilt make them turn their

back;° upon thy bow-strings thou wilt make
ready thy arrows against their fiice.''

14 Exalt thyself, Lord, in thy strength;

(and) we will sing and praise thy power.

PSALM XXII.

1 To the chief musician upon Ayeleth
hashachar,' a psalm of David.

2 My God, my God, Avhy hast thou for-

saken me? wh}' art thou so ftir from saving

me, and from the words of my loud com-
plaint?

3 O my God, I call in the dav-time. but

thou answerest not; and in the night I find

no rest.''

4 But thou art holy. thou that dwellest

amidst the praises of Israel.

In thee did our fathers trust; they trust-

ed, and thou didst deliver them.

C Unto thee they cried, and were deliver-

ed : in thee they trusted, and were not put to

shame.

7 But I am a worm, and not a man; a re-

proach of men, and despised of people.

" Rashi. ' Jonathan. Others, " before thy face."

' Rashi, " thou wilt give them as a portion (to thy peo-

ple)." Redak, "thou wilt sot them up as a mark on

one side."

^ Sachs, "thou wilt take aim with thy bow-strings

against their face."

' This is supposed by some to mean a particular well-

known tune, commencing "The hind of the morning-

dawn ;" others, an instrument, &c.
' Lit. " there is no silence to me." Mcndclitsohn,

"nothing allayeth my grief," or "pain."



PSALMS XXIT. XXIII.

8 All those who soo me lan,a;h me to scorn

:

they draw open their lips, they shake their

head, (sayinu;.)

9 "Let him throw" himself on the Lord,

that he may deliver him: he will save him,
for he deli^liteth in him."

10 Yea, thou art he that took me from the

womb : thou hast been my trust when I hung
on my mother's breasts.

11 Upon thee was I cast from my birth:

from my mother's womb art thou my God.

12 Oh be not far from me (now) ; for dis-

tress is near; for there is none to help.

13 Many steers have encompassed me:
the strong bulls of Bashan have beset me
round.

1-1 They have opened wide against me
tlieir mouth, (as) a ravenous and roaring

lion.

15 Like water am I poured out, and all

my bones are disjointed : my heart is become
like wax; it is melted in the midst of my
entrails.

16 Like a potsherd is my strength dried

up; and my tongue cleaveth to my palate;''

and into the dust of death hast thou laid me
down.

17 For dogs have encompassed me: the

assembly of the wicked have enclosed me;
like lions (they threaten) my hands and my
feet.''

18 I may number all my bones: (while)

they stare and look upon me.

19 They divide m}^ clothes among them-
selves, and for my garment do they cast

lots.

20 But thou, Lord, be not far from me:
(thou who art) my strength, hasten to my

aid.

21 Deliver from tlie sword my life; from
the power of the dog my solitary soul.

22 Save me from the lion's mouth; as

thou hast answered me from the horns of the

reems.''

2>) I will relate thy name unto my bre-

thren : in the midst of the congregation will

1 praise thee.

° Lit. "roll," moaninsr, as Ilashi cnmments, "his bur-

den." Abcn Ezra, "his words." Rcdak, "hi.s prayer."

But the .seuse is all the same as in the text.

' Rashi, "teeth."
° Aben Ezra, "the hands with which a man fighteth,

aud the feet with which he escapcth." Philippson ex-

il 24 Ye that fear the Lord, praise him ; all

lye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and be in

dread of him, all ye the seed of Israel.

25 For he hath not despised nor abhorred
the affliction of the poor; neither hath he
hidden his face from him; but when he cried

unto him, he heard.

20 Of thee shall be my praise in a great

assembly : my vows will I pay in the pre-

sence of those who fear him.

27 The meek shall eat and be satisfied;

they who seek him shall praise the Lord:
may your heart live for ever.

28 All the ends of the world shall remem-
ber and return unto the Lord: and all the

families of the nations shall bow themselves

down before thee.

29 For the kingdom is the Lord's; and he
governeth the nations.

30 All they that eat the fat of the earth

shall bow themselves down; before him shall

bend the knee all that are going down into

the dust ; for none can keep alive his own
soul."

31 Distant ages shall serve him; there

shall be related of the Lord unto future gene-

rations.

32 They will come, and will tell his right--

eousness unto a people yet unborn, that*^ he
hath done this.

PSALM XXIIL

1 T[ A psalm of David. The Lord is my
shepherd; I shall not want.

2 Li pastures of tender grass he causeth

me to lie down: beside still waters he lead-

eth me.
3 My soul he refresheth: he leadeth me in

the tracks of righteousness for the sake of his

name.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley

of tlie shadow of death, I will not fear evil

;

for thou art witli me: thy rod and thy staflT

—they indeed comfort me.

5 Thou preparest liefore me a table in the

presence of my enemies: thou anointest with

oil my head ; my cup overtloweth.

plains, "Like the linn.s they enclose him that he cannot

escape farther nor contend against them."
^ It is not po.ssible to determine what animal is me:int.

Philippson, "buffalo."
" Sachs, "and he that cannot keep himself alive."

' Philippson, "for."
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PSALMS XXIII.—XXV.

6 Surely, only goodness and kindness shall 4 Show me, Lord, thy ways; teach me
follow me all the days of my life: and I shall thy paths.

dwelF in the house of the Lord to the utmost 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me; for

length of days. thou art the God of my salvation ; on thee

Pt; A T AT X\nv ^° ^ ^'''^^*^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^y-
lbAL,.H AAiV.

Q Remember thy mercies, Lopo, and
1 ^ Of David a psalm. L^nto the Lord

i

thy kindnesses ; for they are from everlast-

belongeth the earth with Avliat filleth it, the ing.

world and they that dwell therein. l 7 The sins of my youth and my transgres-

2 For upon seas hath he founded it, and sions do not remember: according to thy

upon rivers hath he e^ablished it. kindness bear thou me in remembrance, for

3 AVho shall ascend into the mountain of the sake of thy goodness, Lord.

the Lord ? and who shall be able to stand in 8 Good and upright is the Lord : therefore

his holy place?

4 lie that is clean of hands, and pure of

heart; who hath not lifted up his souP unto

falsehood, and hath not sworn deceitfully:

5 He shall bear away blessing from the

Lord, and (the reward of) righteousness from
i

and his testimonies.

he pointeth out to sinners the right way.

9 He guideth the meek in justice : and he
teacheth the meek his Avay.

10 All the paths of the Lord are kindness

and truth unto such as keep his covenant

the God of his salvation.

6 This is the generation of those that adore

him, that seek thy presence, (the sons of)''

Jacob. Selah.

7 Raise 3'our heads, ye gates; and be

raised wide, ye everlasting doors; and let the

Kiuir of glorv enter!

S'WIio is' this King of glory? The Lord
strong and miglit}-, the Lord mighty in battle.

9 Raise j'our heads, O ye gates; and raise

(them) up, 3'e everlasting doors; and let the

King of glory enter!

10 Who is then this King of glory? The
Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Se-

lah.

PSALM XXV."

1 T[ Of David. Unto thee, Lord, do I

lift up my soul.

2 my God, in thee do I trust, let me
not be ashamed, let not my enemies triumph
over me.

3 Yea, none that wait on thee will be put

11 For the sake of thy name, Lord, par-

don my iniquity : although it is great.

12 Who is that man who feareth the Lord?
to him will he point out the wa^' which he is

to choose?

13 His soul shall abide"" in happiness; and
his seed shall inherit the land.

14 The secret counsel of the Lord is for

those that fear him ; and his covenant—to

make it known to them.
15 My eyes are ever (directed) toward the

Lord; for he will draw out of the net my
feet.

16 Turn unto me, and be gracious unto

me; for 1 am solitary and afflicted.

17 The distresses of m}' heart are enlarged

:

bring thou me out of my troubles.

18 Look on my affliction and my misery;

and forgive all my sins.

19 Look at my enemies; for they are

many; and they hate me with the hatred of

violence.'

20 Oh guard ni}^ soul, and deliver me: let

to shame: let those be put to shame who me not be put to shame; for I put my trust

deal treacherously without cause. I
in thee.

* MendeLssobn, "I .shall once have rest to eternity in

the house of the Eternal;" hope of immortality.
' I have followed uU the modern versions in translating

according to the Krtib, which Redak also notices, and
likewise Jonathan, iiff-jj "his soul." But the Kcri is

•Iffijj "my soul," and this would require to be rendered,

"and pronounceth not falsely my own self," »'. c. God.
The phra.oc of "swearing by God's soul," or "himself,"
is found in 'Amos vi. 8, (which see).

' Lit. "Jacob." Sonic supply "God of," "who sock

thy presence, O God of Jacob." But Abcn Ezra and
Redak take Jacob as standing for the entire people;

meaning, the true Israelites are those who are true

seekers of God.
" This Psalm is alphabetically arranged, only that 3,

1 and p are omitted.
* Rushi, "his soul abideth in happiness when he rcstcth

in the crave;" because vh means "to lodge," "to spend

the night."
' I. c. Unjustly; it is sprung from wrong causes.



PSALMS XXV.—XXVIII.
21 Let integrity and uprightness guard

me ; for I wait on thee.

22 Redeem, God, Israel out of all his

distresses.

PSALM XXVI.

1 ^ Of David. Judge me, Lord; for I

have indeed walked in my integrity: and in

the Lord have I trusted; I shall not slip.

2 Try me, O Lord, and prove me; purify

my reins and my heart.

3 For thy kindness is before my eyes : and
I have walked in thy truth.

4 I have not sat with men of falsehood,

and with dissemblers Avill I not enter (in

communion)

.

5 I have hated the assemblage of evil-

doers; and with the wicked will 1 not sit.

6 I will wash in innocency my hands, and
I will compass thy altar, Lord:

7 That I may publish with a loud voice

(my) thanksgiving, and relate all thy won-
drous deeds.

8 Lord, I love the site of thy house, and
the place where thy glory dwelleth.

9 Take not away with sinners my soul,

nor with men of blood my life;

10 In whose hands are wicked devices and
whose right hand is full of bribes.

11 But as for me, I will walk in ray in-

tegrity : redeem me, and be gracious unto me.
12 My foot standeth on an even place: in

assemblies will I bless the Lord.

PSALxM XXVII.
1 *[[ Of David. The Lord is my light and

my salvation ; of whom shall I be afraid ? the

Lord is the fortress of ray life; of whom
shall I have dread?

2 When the wicked come near against me
to eat up my flesh, my assailants and my
enemies at me : then do they stumble and fall.

3 If an army should encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear : if war should arise

against me, even then* will I have trust.

4 One thing have I asked of the Lord,

that will I seek for : that I may dwell in the

' Rash), "in this," meaning what is said above, "the
Lord is my strength," &o.

' Dunash, quoted by Rashi, and Aben Ezra. Me-
nachem, "to make inquiry;" hence, Sachs, "to inquire

(for him) in his temple." Herxheimer, "to contem-

plate." Philippson, " to look about in," &c.

house of the Lord all the days of my life, to

behold the loveliness of the Lord, and to be

every morning early'' in his temple.

5 For he will hide me in his pavilion on
the day of evil; he will conceal me in the

secret of his tabernacle; upon a rock will

he place me high.

G And now will my head be lifted up
above ray enemies all round about me; and
I will sacrifice in his tabernacle sacrifices of

joy;" I will sing, and I 'will triumphant play

unto the Lord.

7 Hear, Lord, my voice, (when) I call,

and be gracious unto me, and answer me.

8 Of thee,"* said my heart, "Seek ye my
presence;" thy presence, Lord, will I seek.

9 Hide (then) not thy face from me; re-

ject not in anger thy servant, thou (who)

hast been my help; cast me not ofij nor for-

sake me, God of my salvation.

10 For my father and my mother have
forsaken me; but the Lord Avill take me up.

11 Point me out thy waj-, Lord, and
guide rae on a level path, because of those

that regard me enviously.

12 Give me not up to the (revengeful) de-

sire of ray assailants; for there are risen up
against me false witnesses, and such as utter

violence.

13 Unless I had believed to see the good-

ness of the Lord in the land of life
—

°

14 Wait on the Lord; be strong, and let

thy heart be of good courage ; and only wait

on the Lord.

PSALM XXVIIL

1 T[ Of David. Unto thee, Lord, will

I call; my rock, turn not unheeding from

me: lest thou turn away silent from me,

and I become like those that go down into

the pit.

2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when
I cry unto thee, when I lift up ray hands

toward the most holy place of thy sanc-

tuary.

3 Snatch me not away with the wicked,

and with the workers of injustice, Avho speak

"= Heb. "shouting." Rashi," whereby they sing hymns."
'' Rashi, "By thy message said my heart to me, Seek

ye, all Israel, my presence, and I obey it, and I seek thy

presence, Lord."
' We must supply, "then had I perished." But the

Psalmist speaks as though he feared to utter all he felt.



PSALMS XXVIII.—XXX.

poaro with their neighbours, Avitli mischief in

their lieart.

4 Give unto them according to their doing,

and according to the evil of their deeds; ac-

cording to the work of their hands do thou

give unto them; bestow their (just) recom-
pense on them.

5 Because they have no regard for the do-

ings of the LoKD, nor the works of his hands;

may he pull them down, and not build them
up.

G Blessed be the Lord, because he hath
heard the voice of my supplications.

7 The Lord is my strength and my shield;

in him hath my heart trusted, and I am help-

ed, and my heart exulteth; and with my
song will I thank him.

8 The Lord is strength unto them," and he
is tlie fortress of victory'' of his anointed.

9 Help thy people, and bless thy heritage:

and feed them, and exalt them unto all eter-

nity.

PSALM XXIX.

1 ^ A psalm of David. Ascribe unto the

Lord, O ye sons of the mighty,'' ascribe unto
the Lord glor_y and strength.

2 Ascribe unto the Lord the glory of his

name; bow down to the Lord in the beauty
of holiness.""

?> The voice of the Lord is upon the
waters; the God of glory thundereth, the

Loud—upon mighty waters.

4 The voice of the Lord (resoundeth) with
power; the voice of the Lord (resoundeth)
with majesty.

5 The voice of the Lord breaketh in

pieces the cedars; yea, the Lord shiveretli

the cedars of Lebanon
;

And he mnketh them skip like a calf;

Lebanon and Sirvon like young reems.

7 The voice of the Lord heweth out flames

of fire.

8 The voice of the Lord sliaketh the wil-

derness; the Lord shaketh the wilderness of
Kadesh.

* I. e. All tlip ppople of God who trust in him.
' Sachs. n;"ty is frrqupntly fouml as moaning virion/,

or tho ovcronininjr of (lifficultios; and salvation is in effect

the same, the ultimate release from the evil.

" IJashi. i. r. eliiefs, or princes. Sfonio, "sons of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." Jonathan, "anj^els."

"Others, "in holy ornament;" or the priestly gar-
ments.
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9 The voice of the Lord cau.seth the hinds
to start," and maketh bare forests: and in his

temple every thing speaketh (of his) glory.

10 The Lord sat (enthnmed) at the Hood;
and the Lord will sit as King for ever.

11 The Lord will give strength jnito his

people; the Lord will bless his people with
peace.

PSALM XXX.
1 T[ A psalm, a song at the dedication

of the temple,*^ of David.

2 I will extol thee, Lord; for thou hast
lifted" me up, and hast not suffered my ene-

mies to rejoice over me.
3 O Lord my God, I cried loudl}^ unto

thee, and thou hast healed me.
4 Lord, thou hast brought up from the

nether world my soul : thou hast kept me
alive, that I'' should not go down to the pit.

5 Sing unto the Lord, O ye his pious ones,

and give thanks to the memorial' of his holi-

ness.

G For his anger is momentary, (but) life is

in his favour: in the evening (cometh) weep-
ing to stay for a night, but in the morning
there is joyful song.

7 And I had said indeed in my prosperity,

I shall never be moved.
8 Lord, by thy favour hadst thou caused

my mountain to stand in strength: thou didst

hide thy fiice, (and) I was terrified.

9 Unto tliee, Lord, will I call; and unto

the Lord will I luake supplication.

10 What })rofit is there in my blond, when
I go down to the grave? Shall the dust

thank thee? shall it announce thy truth?

11 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious unto
me: Lord, be thou a helper unto me.

12 Thou hast changed my mourning into

dancing ftn* me: thou hast loo.sened my sack-

cloth, and girded jue with joy;

13 To the end that my glorious soid'' may
sing prai.se to thee, and never be silent. O
Lord my God, for ever Avill I give thiinks

unto thee.

" Mendelssohn. Aben Ezra, "causcth the hind.s to

calve," or " to be in pain." ' R;ishi.

« Lit. "drawn me up," 1. 1. from trouble.

'The A^y/A would require, "thou hast given me life

from among those who go down to the pit." So IMiilipp-

snn and Sfurno.

' Mendelssohn, "his holy name."
' Redak. Others, " that honourable praise m.iy sing



PSALMS XXXI. XXXII.

PSALM XXXI.

1 ^ To the chief nuisician, a jjsahn of

David.

2 In thee, Lord, do I put my trust; Oh
that I may uevei' be put to shame : through
thy righteousness do thou release me.

3 Bend unto me thy ear; speedily deliver

me : be thou unto me as a I'ock of jDrotection,

as a mountain strong-hold* to save me.
4 For my rock and my strong-hold art

thou; and for the sake of thy name lead

me, and guide me.
5 Di\i\v me out of the net which they have

laid secretly for me; for thou art my pro-

tection.

G Into thy hand do I commit my spirit:

thou redeemest me, Lord, the God of truth.

7 I hate those that depend on lying vani-

ties; but I trust indeed in the Lord.

8 I will be glad and rejoice in thy kind-

ness; because thou hast seen my affliction;

thou hast taken cognizance of the distresses

of my soul

;

9 And thou hast not surrendered me into

the hand of the enemy : thou hast caused my
feet to stand on an ample space.

10 Be gracious unto me, Lord, for I am
in distress; my e3'e is consumed through
grief—^my soul (too) and my body.

11 For my life is spent with sorrow, and
my years with sighing: my strength foileth

because of my iniquity, and my bones are

consumed.
12 Because of all my assailants am I be-

come a reproach, and unto my neighbours

greatly so, and a terror to my acquaintance,

those that see me abroad flee away from me.
13 I am forgotten as a dead man out of

the heart: I am become like a perishable

vessel.

14 For I have heard the slandering of

many ; terror was on every side, while they
took counsel together against me; to take
away my life did they purpose.

unto thee." Jonathan, "that the honourable of the

world," &e. /. e. the princes. So also Aben Ezra.
" Sachs, after Aben Ezra, &c. Lit. "a house of strong-

hold."
^ Lit. "times;" here, what occurs in them. Rashi,

"the times that pass are through thy will and decrees."
" Others, "fortified citj'." Ilerxheimer, "as in," &c.
^ Lit. "in my haste," i. e. " that brought about by trou-

ble."

15 But I trusted well in thee, Lord: I

said. Thou art my God.
IG 111 thy hand are my destinies:'' deliver

me from the hand of my enemies, and from
my persecutors.

17 Let thy face shine upon thy servant:
save me through thy kindness.

18 Lord, let me not be put to shame;
for I have called on thee : let the wicked be
put to shame, let them be silent (passing) to

the nether world.

19 Let the lying lips be made dumb,
which speak hard things against the right-

eous, with pride and contempt.
20 Oh how great is thy goodness, which

thou hast treasured up for those that fear

thee; which thou hast wrought fur those that
trust in thee befoi'e the sons of men

!

21 Thou wilt conceal them in the secret

of thy j^resence from the conspiracy of men

;

thou Avilt keep them secretly in a pavilion
from the strife of tongues.

22 Blessed be the Lord ; for he hath shown
me his kindness wonderfully in a beleaguered"

city.

23 And yet had I said in my despondency,'*

I am cut off from before thy eyes : neverthe-
less thou didst hear the voice of my suiiplica-

tions when I cried loudly unto thee.

24 Oh love the Lord, all ye his pious ones

:

the Lord preserveth the faithful, and recom-
penses the presumption" of him that acteth

proudly.

25 Be strong, and let 3'our heart be of
good courage, all ye that hope in the Lord.

PSALM XXXIL
1 ][ Of David; a Maskil.^ Happy is he

whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is

covered (by repentance)."

2 Happy is the man unto whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity, and in Avhose spirit

there is no guile.

3 When I kept silence,'' my bones wasted
away through my crying all the day.

' Eashi. Philippson, "the Lord preserveth faithful-

ness and recorapenseth abundantly the proud."
'Philippson, "a didactic poem;" a psalra in which

something is taught. But all the superscriptions of the

Psalms are rather uncertain in their meaning, wherefore
they are left untranslated.

' Joel Bricl. Philippson and Herxheimer, "par-
doned."

^ Rashi, "when I confessed not my tran-sgression."
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PSALMS XXXII.—XXXIV.

4 For Ijy day and ni^^lit lay thy hand
heavily upon nie: my (lili'V) moisture hath

been changed through the droughts of sum-
mer. Selah.

5 My sin do I ever acknowledge unto

thee, and my iniquity have I not covered

up. I said, I will make confession because

of my transgressions unto the Lokd; and
thou truly forgavest the iniquity of my sin.

Selah.

6 For this shall every pious one pray unto

thee iu a time when thou mayest be found:

surely (then) when great waters overflow,

they shall never reach unto him.

7 Thou art my hiding-place; from distress

wilt thou i)reserve me; with songs of de-

liverance wilt thou encompass me. Selah.

8 I will instruct thee and I will teach

thee concerning the way which thou oughtest

to go: I will counsel" thee with my eye.

9 Be ye not like the horse, or like the

mule, who hath no understanding; who
must be held in with bit and bridle his orna-

ment,'' lest he come near unto thee.

10 Many are the pains of the wicked; but
him that trustoth in the Lord, will he en-

compass with kindness.

11 Rejoice in the Lord, and be glad, ye
righteous: and shout for jo}^, all ye that are

upright in heart.

PSALM xxxin.
1 T[ Be joyful, ye righteous, in the Lord;

(for) unto the righteous praise is comely.
2 Give thanks unto the Lord with the

harp: with the ten-stringed psaltery do ye
sing unto him.

3 Sing unto him a new song; play beauti-

fully amidst a triumphant shout.

4 For the word of the Lord is upright;
and all his works (are done) in truth.

5 He loveth righteousness and justice: the

earth is full of the kindness of the Lord.

G By.the word of the Lord were the hea-

vens nuide; and by the breath of his mouth
all their host.

7 He gathereth together like heaps the

' Rashi. Redak, "concerning what I have seen with
my eyes." Jonathan, " I will counsel thee and direct my
eye upim tlioo."

^ Aben Ezra understands m;' to mean "the jaws," or
" mouth," " those whose mouth must be held in." The last

part of the verse is given by I'liilippson, "else he cometh

waters of the sea: he layeth up in store-

houses the depths (of the sea.)

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord: of him
stand in awe all the inhabitants of the world.

9 For he spoke, and it came into being;
he commanded, and it stood fast.

10 The Lord frustrateth the resolves of
the nations: he bringeth to nought the
thoughts of the people.

11 The counsel of the Lord will stand for

ever, the thoughts of his heart from genera-

tion to generation.

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the
Lord, the people whom he hath chosen for

himself as a heritage

13 The Lord looketh from heaven; he
seeth all the .sons of men.

14 From the place of his habitation he
directeth his view upon all the inhabitants

of the earth

;

15 He fashioneth their hearts altogether;

he hath regard to all their works.

IG The king is not saved by the multitude
of an army : a mighty man is not delivered

by much strength.

17 Vain is the horse for victory: nor
shall he deliver any by the greatness of his

strength.

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon
those that fear him, upon those that hope for

his kindness

;

19 To deliver from death their soul, and
to keep thera alive in f\xmine.

20 Our .soul waitcth for the Lord: our
help and our shield is he.

21 For in him shall our heart rejoice, be-

cause in his holy name have we trusted.

22 Let thy kindness, Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in thee.

PSALM XXXIV.
1 ^ By David, when he disguised his

reason before Abimelech;'' who drove him
away, and he departed.

2 I will bless the Lord at all times: con-

tinually shall his prai.se be in my mouth.
3 My soul shall make her boast in the

not nigh," &c., meaning only through restraint are the

horse and mule subjected to man.
' In 1 Sam. xxi. 14, this king is called AcJiish; no doubt

but that Abimelech (King's Father) w.i9 the usual appella-

tion of all Philistine kings, as those of Kgypt were called

Pharaoh.



PSALMS XXXIV. XXXV.
Lord: the humble shall hear it, and be re-

joiced.

4 Oh magnify the Lord with me, and let us

exalt his name together.

5 I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
and from all that I dreaded did he deliver

me.
6 They (who) looked unto him, were in-

deed enlightened; and their faces were not

put to the blush.

7 This poor man cried, and the Lord
heard him, and out of all his distresses did

he save him.

8 The angel of the Lord encampeth round
about tho.se who fear him, and delivereth

them.
9 Experience" and see that the Lord is

good: happy is the man that trusteth in

him.

10 Oh fear the Lord, ye his saints; for

there is no want to those who fear him.

11 The young lions do lack, and suffer

hunger; but those who seek the Lord shall

not Avant any good.

12 Come, ye children, hearken unto me:
the fear of the Lord will I teach you.

13 Who is the man that dcsireth life, loveth

(many) days, that he may see happiness?

14 Guard thy tongue from evil, and thy
lips from speaking deceit.

15 Depart from evil, and do good; seek

peace, and pursue it.

16 The ej-es of the Lord are directed unto
the righteous, and his ears unto their cry.

17 (But) the anger of the Lord is against

those that do evil, to cut off from the earth

their remembrance.
18 These cry, and the Lord heareth,

and from all their distresses he delivereth

them.

19 The Lord is nigh unto those that are

broken-hearted; and he saveth those that

are of a contrite spirit.

20 Many are the afflictions of the right-

eous; but out of them all the Lord ever de-

livereth him.

' Lit. "taste," L e. to know by experiment.
'' Sforno, "one evil that overeometb him will be enough

to slay the wicked." Rasbi, "the evil the wicked doth

will slay him." Redak, " the evil he deviseth against

the righteous," &c. Others, simply, "misfortune" or

"evil" in general.

" Rashi. Lit. "lock against;" some give, "stop the

way"
4R

21 He watcheth all his bones: not one of

them is broken.

22 The evir will slay the wicked: and
they who hate the righteous shall incur

guiltiness.

23 The Lord redeemeth the soul of his

servants : and all that trust in him shall not
incur guiltiness.

PSALM XXXV.
1 T[ Of David. Contend, Lord, with

tho.se that contend with me: fight against
those that fight against me.

2 Take hold of shield and buckler, and
rise up for my help.

8 And draw out the spear, and step in

against" my pursuers : say unto my soul, I am
thy salvation.

4 Let those be put to shame and be con-

founded that seek after my life ;'^ let those

be turned backward and be made to blush,

that devise unhappiness for me.
5 Let them be as chaff before the wind:

and may the angel of the Lord cast them
forth.

6 May their way be dark and slippery;

and may the angel of the Lord pursue them.

7 For without cause have they hidden for

me their net" in a pit, without cause have
they dug (pit-fiills) against my life.

8 May then destruction come upon each of

them at unawares ; and may his net that he
hath hidden catch himself: in (utter) de-

struction let him fall therein.

9 But my soul shall exult in the Lord : slie

shall be glad through his salvation.

10 All my bones will say. Lord, who is

like unto thee, who deliverest the poor from
him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor

and the needy from him that robbeth him?
11 There rise up witnesses of violence;

concerning what I know not they question

me.*^

12 They recompense me with evil in place

of good
;
(bringing) bereavement^ on my soul.

13 But as for me, when they were sick,

" Lit. "soul."
' Philippson, "nets of destruction." Herxheinier,

"net-pits," i. e. pits covered over with a net, as used by
hunters to catch wild animals.

' When confronted with him, they put questions to

hira, as though he were guilty and they spoke the truth.

8 Meaning, causing him to be forsaken by all by their

slanders.
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my clotliin;^ was sackcloth : I afUictecl with

fasting my soul; and my prayer returned

into my own bosom."

14 As thoiijrh he had been to me a friend

or a brother did I walk about: as one that

mourneth for a mother did I sorrowfully

bend down my head.

15 But in my downfall they rejoiced,

and gathered themselves together; there

gathered themselves together against me
abject wretches, whom 1 knew not; they

did tear me, and ceased not

:

16 With hypocritical babbling'' mockers,

they gnashed upon me with their teeth.

17 Lord, how long wilt thou look on?
rescue my soul from their destructions, from
the young lions my solitary spirit.

18 I will thank thee in the great assembly:

among a mighty people will I praise thee.

19 Let not rejoice over me those that are

my enemies wrongfully : (nor) let those who
hate me without cause wink with the eye.

20 For they speak not peace; but against

the quiet in the land they devise deceitful

words.

21 Yea, they opened wide against me their

mouth; they said. Aha, aha, our eye hath

seen it.

22 Thou hast seen it, Lord ! remain not

silent: Lord, be not far from me.
!

23 Arouse thyself, and awake to do me i

justice, my God and my Lord, unto my
cause. -

I

24 Judge me according to thy righteous-

;

ness, Loud my God; and let them not re-|

joice over me.
!

25 Let them not say in their heart. Aha,
(this is the wish of) our soul : let them not

say, We have swallowed him up.

26 Let those be made ashamed and put to

the blush together that rejoice at my mishap:
let them be clothed w^ith shame and confusion

that magnify themselves above me.

' Sforno, "and my prayer for them returned to my bo-

som, because it waa without deceit." Aben Ezra, "Ma}'
God give me according to my prayer what I Lavo asked i

for them."
^ Ilcdak, tiiking jl;'D ns "kibbling, heedless talk."

I'hilippson, "cake," or "bread," (1 Kings xvii. 12,)
"mockers for bread;" those wretches who will do any
thing to get a bit of bread, even to insult the great and
innocent when in trouble.

' i. r. That he be delivered, and proved just.
' Mendelssohn, after llashi. y\a2, not here transgres-

1

27 Let those shout, and rejoice, that desire

my righteousness:" yea, let them say con-

tinually, Great is the Lord, who desireth the

welfare of his servant.

28 And my tongue shall speak of thy
righteousness, all the day of thy praise.

PSALM XXXVI.
1 T[ To the chief musician, by the servant

of the Lord, by David.

2 Saith vice itself"* to the wicked—so I

feel it within my heart—that he should have
no dread of God before his eyes.

3 For he flattereth himself in his own
eyes (too much) to find out" his iniquity to

hate it.

4 The words of his mouth are wickedness

and deceit : he hath left off to be wise, to do
good.

5 He deviseth wickedness upon his couch;

he placeth himself on a w^ay that is not good

;

evil he despiseth not.

6 Lord, into the heavens reacheth thy
kindness; thy faithfulness even into the .skies.

7 Thy righteousness is like the mountains
of God; thy acts of justice like the great

deep: man and beast dost thou ever help,

Lord.

8 How precious is thy kindness, God!
And the children of men that seek shelter

under the shadow of thy wings,

—

9 These will be abundantly satisfied with
the fatness of thy house; and of the streams

of thy delights wilt thou give them to drink.

10 For with thee is the source of life: in

thy light shall we see light.

11 Draw down continuously thy kindness

unto those that acknowledge thee; and thy
righteousness to the upright in heart.

12 Let not come against me the foot of

pride, and let not the hand of the wicked
chase me of!'.

13 There are fallen tlie worlcers of wiok-

sion or a single act, but the habit, vice. Philippson

divides the verse, the first applying to the thoughts of

the wicked, the other to David: thus, "The words of vice

to the wicked are within my heart," so sa3-s the wicked,

as explaining his act, as vice is his principle and mo-

tive; and then adds David, "no dread of the Lord is be-

fore his eyes."
" Philippson. Jonathan, nearly .so, "to find iniquity,

to hate instruction." Rashi, "so that God may find his

iniquity to hate him." Ilerxheimer, "to accomplish his

iniquity, to hate."



PSALMS XXXVI. XXXVII.

edness: they are thrust clown, and shall not

be able to rise.

PSALM XXXVII.

1 Tl Of David. Do not fret" thyself be-

cause of the evil-doers, neither be thou en-

vious'' against the workers of iniquity.

2 For like the grass they shall soon be

mowed down, and like the green herb shall

they wither.

3 Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell

in the land, and feed (thyself) with truthful-

ness.

4 And delight thyself in the Lord, and he

will give thee the washes of thy heart.

5 Commit thy way unto the Lord; and

trust in him ; and he will accomplish it.

6 And he will bring forth as the light thy

righteousness, and the justice of thy (cause)

as the noonday.

7 Be silent before the Lord, and wait pa-

tiently for him: fret not thyself because of

him who prospereth in his way, because of

the man who practises wicked devices.

8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath:

fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.

9 For evildoers shall be cut off; but those

that wait upon the Lord, these shall truly

inherit the land.

10 For yet but for a little while, and the

wicked shall be no more : yea, thou wilt look

carefully at his place, and he shall not be

there.

11 But the meek shall inherit the land;

and shall delight themselves because of the

abundance of peace.

12 The wicked purposeth evil against the

just, and gnasheth against him with his

teeth.

13 The Lord will laugh at him; for he

seeth that his day is coming.

14 The wicked have drawn out the sword,

and have bent their bow, to cause the poor

and needy to fall, and to slaughter such as

are of an upright course (of life)

.

15 (But) their sword shall enter into their

own heart, and their bows shall be broken.

* Rashi, "enter into a contest," as in a race.

'' Sachs, "be not excited to zeal," or "overzealous."

' Aben Ezra; meaning, the Lerb.s and flowers of the

meadow land, ur pasluic, which are at times suddenly

swept away in a wreath of smoke by the tire which seizes

on them in the dry seasons; 13 a plain, meadow; hence,

16 Better is the little that the righteous

hath, than the great riches of many wicked.

17 For the arms of the wicked shall be

broken; but the upholder of the righteous is

the Lord.

18 The Lord regardeth the days of the

upright: and their inheritance shall endure

for ever.

19 They shall not be made ashamed in

the time of unhappiness : and in the days of

fiimine shall they be satisfied.

20 But the wicked shall perish, and the

enemies of the Lord shall be as the beauty"'

of the meadow: they pass away; in smoke
they pass away.

21 The wicked borroweth, and repayeth

not; but the righteous is beneficent,'* and
giveth.

22 For those blessed of him" shall inherit

the land; and those cursed of him shall be

cut off.

23 By the Lord are the steps of the right-

eous man established; and he findeth plea-

sure in his course (of life)

.

24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly

cast down; for the Lord upholdeth his hand.

25 I have been young, and I am also

grown old
;
yet have I never seen the right-

eous forsaken, nor his seed seeking for bread.

26 He is all the time beneficent, and lend-

eth ; and his seed will be for a blessing.

27 Depart from evil, and do good; and

dwelF for evermore.

28 For the Lord loveth justice, and never

forsaketh his pious servants; they are for

ever preserved; but the seed of the wicked

will be cut off.

29 The righteous shall inherit the land,

and dwell for ever therein.

30 The mouth of the righteous uttereth

wisdom, and his tongue speaketh what is

just.

31 The law of his God is in his heart;

none of his steps shall slip.

32 The wicked looketh out for the right-

eous, and seeketh to slay him.

33 The Lord will not leave him in his

Ra.shi, "like morning clouds in the sky," in the heavenly

plain. Others, "the fat of lambs," which was burnt on

the altar.

'' Lit. "gracious."
" /. e. (Jod.

' Aben Ezra, "then shall thnu dwell for ever."
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hand, and Avill not condumu him when he is

judged.

34 Wait on tlie Loud, and keep his way,

and he will exalt thee to inherit the land:

when the Avicked are cut off, shalt thou look

on.

35 I have seen the wicked terrible" in

power, and striking root like a green tree in

its native soil.

36 Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was no
more : and I sought him, but he could not be

found.

37 Observe the perfect man, and behold

the upright; for there is a (happy) future

for the man of peace.''

38 But the transgressors are destroyed to-

gether : the future of the wicked is cut off.

39 And tlie salvation of the righteous is

from the Lord : he is their strong-hold in the

time of distress.

40 And the Lord helpeth them, and de-

livereth them; he will deliver them from the

wicked, and save them; because they have
put their trust in him.

PSALM XXXVIII.
1 •[[ A psalm of David, to bring to remem-

brance."

2 Lord, correct me not in thy wrath,

nor chastise me in thy fury.

3 For thy arrows have penetrated into me,
and thy hand presseth down upon me.

4 There is no soundness in my flesh be-

cause of thy indignation: there is no peace

in my bones because of my sin.

5 For my iniquities are passed over my
head: as a heaAy burden are tliey too heavy
for me.

6 Foul, corrupt are my bruises because of

my folly.

7 I am bent double; I am bowed down to

the utmost; all the day long I go about full

of grief

8 For my loins are filled with a burning
disease; and there is no soundness in my
flesh.

' Aben Ezra. Mendelssohn, "a wicked man who was
mighty."

^ Sachs, after Rashi, who comments, "if ho have no
(happy) commencement he hath still an end." Jona-
than, "for the end of man is peace." Enj;;. ver. "of
that man;" but there is no particular person spoken of in

the text, wherefore it must be taken generally.
° Rashi, " to bring to remembrance the troubles of

732

9 I am made faint and crushed to the ut-

most : I cry aloud because of the groaning of
my heart.

10 Lord, before thee is all m-\- longing;

and my sighing is from thee not hidden.

11 My heart is restless, my strength hath
left me ; and the light of m}^ eyes—that also

is no more with me.
12 My lovers and my friends stand'' aloof

from my plague; and mv kinsmen stand afar

off

13 They also that seek after my life lay

snares; and they that wish for my mishap
speak wicked falsehoods; and deceits do they
devise all the day long.

14 But I, as a deaf man, hear not; and I

am as a dumb man that cannot open his

mouth.
15 Thus am I as a man that heareth not,

and in whose mouth are no words of de-

fence.'

16 For in thee, Lord, do I hope: thou
wilt answer, Lord my God.

17 For I said. Perhaps the}- might rejoice

over me: when my foot slijipeth, they might
magnify themselves over me.

18 For I am prepared for (my) downfall,

and my pain is continually before me.
19 For I will tell of my iniquity; I will

be grieved because of my sin.

20 But my enemies are strong in life; and
numerous are those that hate me wrongfully;

21 They also that repay (me) evil in lieu

of good ; they hate me bitterly because I pur-

sue what is good.

22 Forsake me not, Lord: my God,
be not far from me.

23 Make haste to helj) me, Lord, my
salvation.

PSALM XXXIX.
1 ^ To the chief musician, to Jeduthun,'

a psalm of David.

2 I said, I will guard my ways, that I sin

not with my tongue : I will guard my mouth
with a muzzle, while the wicked is before me.

Israel before God." Ilcrxhcimer, "or to call sufferings

to mind." Mendelssohn, "at sacrificing."

* Jonathan, "opposite to," i'. e. they sec, but come not

near.

" Rcdak. Others, "rejoinder." Eng. ver. "reproofs."
' Some suppose that Jeduthun was the composer of

the melody of this l'.salm written by David ; soiue, that

it signifies a particular instrument named after him.
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3 I was dumb in deep silence, I was quite

still, even from (speaking) good; but my
pain was greatly excited;

4 My heart was hot within me, in my self-

communing there burnt a fire : (then) spoke

I with my tongue,

5 Let me knoAV, Lord, my end, and the

measure of m}^ days, what it is; I wish to

know when I shall cease to be.

G Behold, measured out with the span hast

thou made my days; and my wdiole duration

is nothing before thee: yea, as nothing but

vanity doth every man stand here." Selah.

7 As nothing but a shadowy image doth

man walk about, yea, for vanity only do all

make a noise : he heapeth up his gains, and
knoweth not who shall gather them.

8 And now, what shall I wait for, Lord?
my hope is in thee.

9 From all my transgressions deliver thou
me : render me not the object of reproach of

the worthless.

10 I was dumb, I opened not my mouth;
because thou hadst done it.

11 Remove thou thy plague away from
me; from the blows of' thy hand am I con-

sumed.
12 When thou with corrections chastisest

man for iniquity, thou causest his excellence

to melt away as (if eaten by) the moth; yea,

nothing but vanity is every man. Selah.

13 Hear my pi'ayer, Lord, and give ear

unto my cry; be not silent at my tears; for

a stranger am I with thee, a sojourner, like

all my fathers.

14 Leave off fi'om me, that I may recover

strength, before I go hence, and am no
more.

PSALM XL.

1 T[ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

2 I had waited patiently for the Lord,

when he inclined himself unto me, and heard
my cry.

3 And he brought me up out of the noise-

" Kodak, with the addition, "the greatest vanity."

Rashi, "every man's position and life are vanity."
'' Rashi ; but Mcnachem, " from the dread of thy pu-

nishment."
" Philippson; meaning, "the aca which is tumultuous

in its roaring;" hence, not literal!}' "pit," as others have.

* Philippson, after the Massorctic punctuation. Others

ful deep," out of the miry clay, and he set up

my feet upon a rock, making firm my steps.

4 And he placed in my mouth a new song,

a praise unto our God: many will see it, and
fear; and they will trust in the Lord.

5 Happy is the man that maketh the Lord
his trust, and turneth not unto the proud,

nor such as stray aside unto lies.

6 Many things hast thou done, Lord
my God; thy wonderful deeds and thy

thoughts toward us—there is none to be com-
pared unto thee—will I tell and speak of,

(though) they are too mnnerous to be counted.'^

7 Sacrifice and meat-oflering thou desirest

not—ears'' hast thou hollowed out unto me

—

burnt-offering and sin-offering thou demandest
not.

8 Then said I, Lo, I come : in the roll of

the book it is written down for me;
9 To fulfil thy will, my God, do I desire

;

and thy law is Avithin my heart.

10 I announce (thv) righteousness in the

great assembly : lo, I will not refrain my lips,

O Lord, thou well knowest it.

11 Thy righteousness have I never hidden

within my heart; th}'^ faithfulness and thy

salvation have I spoken of openly: I have
not concealed thy kindness and tliy truth

before the great assembly.

12 Do thou, Lord, not withhold thy
mercies from me : let thy kindness and thy

truth continually watch over*^ me.
13 For evils without number have com-

passed me about; my iniquities have over-

taken me, so that I am not able to see : they

are more numerous than the hairs of my
head; and my courage" hath forsaken me.

14 Be pleased, Lord, to deliver me; O
Lord, hasten to my help.

15 May those be made ashamed and put

to the blush together that seek after my soul

to take her away; let them be driven back-

ward and be confounded, that wish for my
mishap.

IG May they be astonished in consequence

of their shame that say unto me. Aha, aha!

divide the verse oflF differently, but with the same general

meaning.
' Meaning, though he cannot bring sacrifices away from

the temple, still can he worship God; obedience is de-

manded; he has ears to listen to instruction; and this

sacrifice of obedience will he bring to be accepted.

' Rashi. « Lit. "heart."
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17 (But) may all those that seek thee be

jrlad and rejoice in thee : may they say con-

tinually, The Lord be magnified,—those that

love thy salvation.

18 But though I be poor and needy, the

Lord will think of me; my help and my de-

liverer art thou : my God, delay not.

PSALM XLI.

1 ^ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

2 Happy is he that careth for the poor:

on the day of evil will the Lord deliver

him.

3 The Lord will preserve him, and keep
him alive; he shall be made happy on the

earth ; and thou wilt not deliver him unto

the revengeful desire of his enemies.

4 The Lord will sustain him upon the bed
of painful disease: thou changest" all his

couch in his sickness.

5 I said, Lord, be gracious luito me: heal

my soul; for I have sinned against thee.

G My enemies speak evil of me, When will

he die, and his name perish?

7 And if he come to see (me), he speaketh
falsely: his heart gathereth wickedness'' to

itself; he goeth abroad (and) speaketh it.

8 Altogether whisper against me all that

hate me : against me do they devise my in-

jury-

9 "His godless deed (say they) is poured
out over him : as he lietli there he will never
more rise up again."

10 Yea, even the man that should have
sought my welfare, in whom I trusted, who
eateth my bread, hath lifted up his heel

against me.
11 But thou, Lord, be gracious unto me,

and raise me up, that I may requite it unto
them.

12 By this do I know that thou art pleased

with me, that my enemy doth not triumph
over me.

13 But as for me, thou upholdest me in

my integrity, and placest me before thy pre-

sence for ever.

14 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel

from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen,
and Amen.

BOOK SECOND.

PSALM XLII.

1 ^ To the chief musician, a Maskil, for

the sons of Korach.
2 As a hart panteth after brooks of water,

so panteth my soul after thee, God.
3 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living

God: when shall I go (again)" and be seen in

the presence of God ?

4 My tears have been my food day and
night, because'* men say unto me all the day.

Where is thy God?
5 These things will I remember, and pour

' Rash), "also at that time when his disease is severe

upon him, and all his rest and (|iiict are changed." Jo-

nathan, " thou hast changed his bed and cured him."
Our translation simply means, changing bis sick-bed into

one of recovery.

^ Rashi, " he pretendeth to feel regret, and while he
sittcth he dcviscth wicked thoughts to himself—what evil

to speak when he gooth out."
' Mendelssohn. '' Others, "while they say."
' This difficult verse is variously rendered. Mcndels-
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out my soul in me : how I was wont to pass

along amidst the multitude, journeying with
them as a pilgrim to the house of God, Avith

the voice of joy and thanksgiving, among the

festive throng.

6 Why art thou cast down, my soul, and
disquieted in me? Hope thou in God; for I

shall yet thank him, because of the salvation

of his countenance.

7 O my God, my soul is cast down within

me : therefore will I remember thee from the

land of the Jordan, and from the peaks of

Chermou, from the low" mount.

sohn, " When I remember thee (here) in the land of Jor-

dan and the mountains of Chcrmon, mountains of little

import," »'. f. compared to Zion, although much higher.

Others take l^'vo to be an otherwise not named peak,

"Miz'ar." Philippson takes O'jmn to be derived from

Din "destruction;" hence, "therefore will I think of

thee once worshipped in the land of the Jordan and the

ruins on the degraded mount," meaning, "mount Zion,"

now degraded by triumphant enemies, conceiving this psalm

to be written by an exile who was among the beatiiins.
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8 Deep calletli unto deep at the noise of

thy waterfalls:' all thy waves and thy bil-

lows have passed over me.
9 In the daytime the Lord will command

his kindness, and in the night his song shall

be with me, as a jirayer unto the God of my
life.

10 I will say unto God, My rock, why-

hast thou forgotten me? why must I walk
grieved, under the oppression of the enemy?

11 It is as death'' in my bones, when my
assailants reproach me; when they say unto
me all the day, Where is thy God ?

12 Why art thou cast down, my soul?

and why art thou disquieted within me?
Hope thou in God; for I shall yet thank
him, the salvation of my countenance, and
my God.

PSALM XLIII.

1 ^ Judge me, God, and plead my cause

against an ungodly nation: from the deceit-

ful and unjust man do thou deliver me.
2 For thou art the God of my fortress;

why hast thou abandoned me? why must I

walk about grieved under the. oppression of

the enemy?
Send thou thy light and thy truth, these

shall guide me ; they shall bi'ing me unto thy
holy mountain, and to thy dwellings

;

4 That I may go unto the altar of God,
unto God the joy of my gladness : and I may
thank thee upon the harp, God, my God.

5 Why art thou cast down, my soul?

and why art thou disquieted within me?
Hope thou in God; for I shall yet thank him,
the salvation of my countenance, and my
God.

PSALM XLIV.

1 Tl To the chief musician, for the sons of

Korach, a Maskil.

2 God, Avitli our ears have we heard,

our fathers have told us; deeds which thou
hadst done in their days, in times of old.

3 Thou, with thy hand, didst indeed drive

out nations, and plant them; thou didst ill-

treat people, and caused them to spread out."

4 For not by their sword did they obtain

° 110S is explained to mean properly a pipe by which
water runs down from a roof; hence, "waterfalls," as ap-

plied to the great works of God, here denoting the severe

distress which overwhelms the Psalmist.

possession of the land, and their own arw
brought them no victory; but thy right

hand, and thy arm, and the light of thy
countenance, because thou hadst given them
thy favour.

5 Thou art my King, God: ordain sal-

vation for Jacob.

6 Through thee will we put down our
assailants: through thy name will we tread

under foot our opponents.

7 For not in my bow will I trust, and my
sword shall not help me.

8 But thou helpest us against our assail-

ants, and those that hate us thou puttest to

shame.

9 Of God we boast' all the day, and to

thy name we give thanks for ever. Selah.

10 But (now) thou hast cast off, and put
us to the blush ; and goest not forth with our
armies.

11 Thou causest us to turn back from be-

fore our assailant: and they who hate us

take spoil for themselves.

12 Thou givest us up like sheep for food,

and among the nations hast thou disper.sed us.

13 Thou sellest thy people for no value
and acquirest no gain by their price.

14 Thou renderest us a reproach to our
neighbours, a scorn and a derision to those

that are round about us.

15 Thou renderest us a by-word among the
nations, a shaking of the head among the

people.

16 All the day is my disgrace before me,
and the shame of ray face covereth me

;

17 Because of the voice of him that re-

proacheth and blasphemeth ; by reason of the
enemy and him that seeketh vengeance.

18 All this is come over us; yet have we
not forsaken thee; nor have we dealt falsely

by thy covenant;

19 Our heart is not moved backward, nor
hath our step turned aside from thy path

:

20 Even when thou didst crush us in the

abode of monsters, and cover us with the

sha;dow of death.

21 If we had forgotten the name of our
God, or spread forth our hands to a strange

^ After Aben Ezra. Lit. "murder."
° Mendelssohn; i. c. Israel. Jonathan, "cast out," i. e.

the Canaanites.
' Aben Ezra, "God we praise," &c.
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22 Would not God search out this? for he

knowcth the secrets of the lieart.

23 But for thy sake are we slain all the

da}'; we are counted as flocks (destined) for

slaughter.

24 Awake, wherefore wilt thou sleep,

Lord? arise, abandon us not for ever.

25 Wherefore wilt thou hide thy face, wilt

thou forget our misery and our oppression?

26 For our soul is bowed down to the

dust; our body cleave tli unto the earth.

27 Arise unto our help, and redeem us for

the sake of thy kindness.

PSALM XLV.
1 ^ To the chief musician upon Shoshan-

nim, by the sons of Korach, a Maskil, a song
of love."

2 My heart swelleth'' with a good speech :

I say," "My works shall be for the king:"

my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

3 Thou art more foir than the children of

men; grace is poured out over thy lips:

therefore hath God blessed thee for ever.

4 Gird thy sword upon the thigh,

mighty one, (it is) thy glory and thy ma-
jesty;

5 Yea, it is thy majesty; be prosperous,

ride along for the cause of truth and meek-
ness"' and righteousness; and fearful things

shall thy right hand teach thee.

G Thy sharpened arrow.s—people will fall

down beneath thee— (will enter) into the

heart of the king's enemies.

7 Thy throne, given of God," endureth for

ever and ever: the sceptre of equity is the

sceptre of thy kingdom.
8 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest

wickedness: therefore hath God, thy God,
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above
thy associates.

* Ilaslii conceives tbi.s Psalm to Lave been cnJitcd in

praise of those who study the law of God ; and explain.?

the whole allegorically in this sense. Others give it a

Messianic interpretation. Sfornn coninients, " to excite

the love of Israel for their Father in heaven." The mo-
derns deem it a poem by one of the sons of Korach at

the nuptials of some king who.se name is not mentioned.
' Lit. " bubblcth," or " boileth," i. c. overflows, is full of.

" ]{ashi, "This .song which I have composed and made,
I say it for him who is worthy to be a king," i. e. the

student of the divine law.
'' -Mendelssohn, " the oppressed innocence." Zunz,

"right." Philippson, "the meekness of justice."
° Ku.shi, "Thy throne, judge and chief, is for ever."
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9 Of myrrh, and aloes, and ca.«sia are (fra-

grant) all thy garments; out of palaces of

ivory have they made thee joyful with the

sound of music'
10 Kings' daughters are among those dear

to thee:'' the queen standeth on thy right

hand in fine gold of Oi)hir.

11 Hearken, daughter, and look, and in-

cline thy ear, and forget thy own people, and
thy father's house

;

12 Then will the king long for thy beauty;

for he is thy lord ; and bow th^-self to him.

13 And the daughter of Tyre shall be

there with a gift; the rich among the people

shall entreat thy favour.

14 All gloriously attired awaiteth the

king's daughter in the inner chamber; of

wrought gold is her garment.

15 Jn embroidered clothes will she be

brought unto the king: virgins that follow

her, her companions, are brought unto thee.

16 They ai"e led forth with rejoicings and
gladness, they enter into the palace of the king.

17 Instead of tliy fathers shall be thy chil-

dren, thou wilt appoint them as princes in all

the land.

18 1 will make thy'' name to be remember-
ed in all generations : therefore shall the peo-

ple praise thee for ever and ever.

PSALM XLVI.
1 ^ To the chief musician; by the sons

of Korach, upon 'Alamoth, a song.

2 God is our protection and strength, a

help in distresses, very readily found."

3 Therefore will we not tear, even when
tl: earth is transformed, and when moim-
tains are moved into the heart of the sea;

4 (Wlien) the waters thereof roar and
foam,'' when mountains quake before his ma-
jesty.' Selah.

'
"J"3, after Sachs, who takes it as an abbreviation for

D'JD "instruments of music." lla.shi and Aben Ezra as

"from," thus, "from which they have made thee re-

joice."

' Mendelssohn, "those that grace thy feast." Sachs,
" that adorn thy Louse."

^ Both Rashi and Aben ]']zra refer this to God, in the

manner of the Psalmists, who generally conclude with a

thanksgiving to the Lord. We should then render,

"people shall thank thee," i*cc.

' Others, "present greatly." Eng. ver. "very pre-

sent." Philippson, "approved greatly."

' Kodak, "rise as billows."
' lla.shi, Jonathan, Aben Ezra, Ac. Others, "when
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5 (There) is a river, its rivulets cause to

rejoice the city of God, the sanctuary of the

dwellings of the Most High.

G God is in her midst; she shall not be

moved : God will ever help her, at the dawn-
ing of (her) morning.

7 Nations rage, kingdoms are moved: he

letteth his voice be heard, the earth melteth

away.
8 The Lord of hosts is with us ; a defence

unto us is the God of Jacob. Selah.

9 Come, look at the deeds of the Lord,

who hath made desolations on the earth.

10 lie causeth wars to cease unto the end

of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cut-

teth the spear in pieces; he burnetii wagons
in the fire.

11 Leave off," and know that I am God:
I will be exalted among the nations, I will

be exalted on the earth.

12 The Lord of hosts is with us; a defence

unto us is the God of Jacob. Selah.

PSALM XLVII.

1 ^ To the chief musician, a psalm for the

sons of Korach.

2 All ye people, clap^ your hands; shout

unto God with the voice of triumph.

3 For the Lord is most high, fear-inspir-

ing; he is a great king over all the earth.

4 He will subdue people under us, and na-

tions under our feet.

5 He will choose for us our inheritance, the

excellency of Jacob which he loveth. Selah.

6 God ascendeth amid a triumphal shout,

the Lord amid the sound of the cornet.

7 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing

praises unto our King, sing praises.

8 For God is King of all the earth : sing

ye praises with understanding."

9 God reigneth over the nations; God sit-

teth upon his holy throne.

10 The nobles of the people are gathered

together, (to be with)" the people of the God
of Abraham; for unto God belong the shields

of the earth : he is greatl}' exalted.

1

rach

PSALM XLVIII.

^ A song and psalm by the sons of Ko-

the mountains quake through the pride of the sea," i. e.

" through the breaking of the waves against them."
* Words of God—"Leave off war and contest."
^ Rashi, "strike each other on the hand," or "join

hands."
° Jonathan. Redak, "a song giving instruction;" so

has it been rendered by the modern translators. Aben
Ezra, "every intelligent man."

'' Aben Ezra. Others render this as apposition, as,

"yea, the people," kc; hence, Rashi gives '3nj as,

" those who have voluntarily yielded themselves to slaugh-

ter, the people," kc.
4 S

2 Great is the Lord, and highly praised in

the city of our God, (in) his holy mountain.

3 A beautiful district, the joy of the whole
earth, is mount Zion, the larthesf north, the

city of the great King.

4 God is become known in her palaces as

a defence.

5 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they
are passed away together.

6 They indeed saw—(and) so they were
astonished; they were terrified, they were
confounded.*^

7 Trembling seized on them there, pain,

as on a woman in travail.

8 With the east wind thou breakest the

ships of Tharshisli.

9 As we have*^ heard, so have we seen (it)

in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city

of our God : God will establish it for ever.

Selah.

10 We have reflected on thy kindness,

God, in the midst of thy temple.

11 As thy name is, O God, so is thy praise

over the ends of the earth : of righteousness

is thy I'ight hand full.

12 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daugh-
ters of Judah be glad, because of thy judg-

ments.

13 Compass Zion about, and walk round
about her ; number her towers.

14 Direct your mind to her outer wall,

mark carefully'' her palaces ; in order that ye
may tell it to the latest generation.

15 For' this One is God, our God for ever

' "At the north of it is the city of the Great King;"
so Mendelssohn, since Zion is south of Jerusalem.

Others take tho "farthest north" to be, as in Isa. xiv. 13,

the seat of the heathen gods; hence, the P.salraist says

here, that Zion is as the farthest north, the residence of

our great King.
' Rashi; but Aben Ezra, "they fled hastily away."
» i. e. What has been related from father to son is es-

tablished by what is witnessed at the moment.
" Rashi, "build high."
' Sachs, "so that ye may tell to the latest generation,

that this God is," &c.
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and ever: he will be our guide even unto

death."

PSALM XLIX.

1 Tl To the chief musician, by the sons of

Korach, a psalm.

2 Hear this, all ye people
;
give ear, all ye

inhabitants of the perishable -world:

.3 Both the sons of the low and the sons

of the high, rich and needy, altogether.

4 My mouth shall speak wisdom; and the

meditation of my heart shall be of under-

standing.

5 I will incline my ear to a parable : I

will open with the harp my riddle.*"

G Wherefore should I fear in the days of

evil, when the iniquity of my oppressors en-

comi)asseth me ?

—

7 Of those that trust in their wealth, and
boast themselves of the multitude of their

riches?

8 No one can in any wise redeem his bro-

ther, nor can he give to God redemption
money for himself;

9 For the ransom of their soul is too costly,

and it is omitted for ever.

10 And should he still live for ever? not

see the pit?"

11 For he must .see that wise men die,

that together the fool and the brutish

person jierish, and leave to others their

wealth.

12 Their inward thought is, that their

houses are to be for ever, their dwelling-

places from generation to generaticm; they
call them by their own names in (various)

countries.''

13 Nevertheless man in (his) splendour

cndureth not: he is like the beasts (that)

perish.

' Mcnachem takes nn hy for th^i'h "for ever." Plii-

lippson, "even in danger of death." Lit. "over death."
'' Tlie P.salniist calls his proposition "a riddle," some-

thing (o the world unknown ; and as he propounds it, he

plays on his harp, to accompany his song.
° Wo does Aben Ezra connect these verses. Redak, " and

he must let it pa.=3 by for ever, that he is to live," &c.

' IJaslii. (jther.-!, "men praise their names in the

countries." Sachs, "they apply their names to their

lands."

"Lit. "Mouth;" Mendelssohn, and so partly Rashi:
"if but posterity praise them."

' The "morning" when the righteous arc to rule,

(see Malachi iii. 21,) the time of the divine judgment,
or resurrection. I'hilipp.sou explains "over them" to

7.38

14 This is their way, their folly: yet their

posterity will take pleasure in tlieir sayings."

Selah.

15 Like flocks are they thrust into the

nether world; death will feed them; but the

upright shall have dominion over them in

that morning;' and their form waste'th away
in the nether world, (taken off) from their

own dwelling."

16 But God will redeem my soul from the

power of the nether world; for he will take

me away. Selah.

17 Be not thou afraid when a man be-

cometh rich, when the glory of his hou.se is

increased

;

18 For when he dieth he can take nothing

away; his glory will not descend after him.

19 For though he bless his soul during his

life, and men praise'' thee, when thou doest

well to thy.self

;

20 She' shall go to the generation of his

fathers, inito eternity will these never .see

light.

21 Man, though in splendour, -who under-

standeth not, is like the beasts that perish.

PSALM L.

1 T[ A psalm of Assaph. The God of gods,

the LoKD, speaketh. and calleth the earth,

from the rising of the sun unto his setting.

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,

God shineth forth.

3 Our God is coming, and Avill not keep
silence: a fire devoureth before him. and
round him there rageth a mighty storm.

4 He will call to the heavens aljove, and
to the earth, to judge his people.

5 "Gather together unto me my pious ser-

vants, Avho make a covenant with me by sa-

crifice."

mean what they leave, and " the morning," simply, as

speedily.
s Kodak. Rashi, "the form of the wicked will outlast

hell; this shall cease, but not they; so that it is not to be

a dwelling for them." I'hilippson, "the nether world is

au unreal dwelling for them."

'' Ra.shi, "They will praise thee, if thou actcst right-

eously; and when thou diost thou wilt see the generation

of the sinners' fatliers," &c. I'hilippson conceives the

end of vor. 10 and "20 to be an ironical address to the rich,

and renders "his," "thy fathers."

' Redak, taking xnnto be tlio third fominine singular,

referring to "soul" in ver. 10; and connnents, "She gooth

to the generation of his fathers who were wicked like

himself." (8cc Kxod. xx. 5.)
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6 And the heavens tell of his rijijhteous-

ness; for God is judge himself. Sclah.

7 "Hear, O my people, and I will speak;

Israel, and I will testify against thee: God,

thy God, am I.

8 Not because of thy sacrifices will I re-

prove thee; and thy burnt-offerings are con-

tinually before me."

9 I will not take a I)ullock out of thy

house, nor he-goats out of th}' folds.

10 For mine are all the beasts of the

forest, the cattle upon a thousand'' moun-
tains.

11 I know all the fowls of the moun-
tains: whatever moveth" on the fields is

with me.
12 If I were hungry, I would not say it

to thee; for mine is the Avorld, and what
filleth it.

13 Do I eat the flesh of fatted bulls, or

drink the blood of he-goats?

14 Offer unto God thanksgiving;'' and pa^'

unto the most High thy vows

:

15 And call on me on the da}^ of distress:

1 will deliver thee,—and so wilt thou glorify

me."

16 But unto the wicked God saith, " What
hast thou to do to relate my statutes, and
why bearest thou my covenant upon thy

mouth?
17 And yet thou hatest instruction, and

castest my words behind thee.

18 When thou seest a thief, then art thou

pleased with liim, and with adulterers hast

thou thy portion.

19 Thou lettest loose thy mouth with evil,

and thy tongue frameth deceit.

20 Thou sittest and speakest against thy

brother; against thy own mothei''s son thou

utterest slander.

21 These things hast thou done, and I

kept silence ; thou didst ween that I am like

thyself; (but) I will reprove thee, and set it

in order before thy eyes.

* Jonathan explains this verse, that God does not re-

prove the people for the sacrifiees not brought in the cap-

tivity, and that those brought during the temple are still

present. Rashi, Redak, &c. supply "not" in the second

part, "which are not before me." Mendelssohn takes it,

as here given: "The altar is full of burnt-offerings; yet

this is not what is needed, but obedience."
* Rashi, "the cattle on the mountains covered with

herds."

22 Do but reflect on this, ye that forget

God, lest I tear (you) in pieces, with none to

deliver.

23 Whoso offereth thanksgiving" glorifieth

me: and to him that ordereth his course

aright, will I show the salvation of God.

PSALM LI.

1 ^] To the chief musician, a psalm of

David

;

2 When Nathan the prophet came unto

liim, after he had gone in unto Bath-sheba'.

3 Be gracious unto me, O God, according

to thy kindness: according to the greatness

of thy mercies blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin.

5 For of my transgressions I have full

knowledge: and my sin is before me con-

tinually.

G To thee, thee*^ only? ha^'e I sinned, and
what is evil in thy eyes have I done;—in

order that thou mightest be righteous when
thou speakest, be justified"-' when thou judgest.

7 Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth

;

and in sin did my mother conceive me. -

8 Behold, thou desirest truth in the in-

ward parts: therefore do thou cause me to

know wisdom in the recesses (of the heart).

9 Clean.se me from sin with hys.sop, and I

shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be

whiter than snow.

10 Cause me to hear gladness and joy;

that the bones which thou hast crushed may
rejoice.

11 Hide thy face from my sins, and all my
iniquities do thou blot out.

12 Create unto me a clean heart, God;
and a firm spirit I'enew thou within me.

13 Cast me not away from thy presence;

and thy hoi}- spirit do not take from me.
14 Restore unto me the gladness of thy

salvation; and with a liberal spirit do thou

support me.

—

' Ra.shi. Others, "wild beasts—are known to me."
'' Rashi comments, "m.ake a confession of thy sins, re-

pent, and then p.iy thy vows."
' Philippson, " Who, offering thanksgiving, honoureth

me, and guideth his course (aright), him will I show," &c.
' Wesseli and Mendelssohn, "who art God alone;" but

all injuries to man, arc sins to God alone.

* Others, "clear," "pure;" but purity is justification as

applied to the Judge.
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10 I will teach fraTisgroHSors thy ways;
and sinners shall return unto thee.

16 Deliver me from blood-guiltiness,

God, thou God of my salvation; (that) my
tongue" may sing aloud of thy righteous-

ness.

17 Lord, open thou my lips; and ray

mouth shall declare thy praise.

18 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else

Avould I give it: in burnt-ofTering hast thou
no delight.

19 The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, God,
\vilt thou not despise.

20 Do good in thy favour unto Zion ; build

thou the walls of Jerusalem.

21 Then wilt thou be pleased with the

sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt-offering

ajid entire offering : then shall bullocks be

offered upon thy altar.

PSALM LIL
1 T[ To the chief musician, a Maskil of

David.

2 When Doeg the Edoinite came and told

Saiil, and said uuto him, David is come to

the house of Achimelech.

3 AVhat vauntest thou thyself of wicked-
ness, mighty man? the kindness of God
enduretli all the time.

4 Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a

sharpened razor, thou worker of* deceit.

5 Thou lovest evil more than good; false-

hood more than speaking righteousness. Se-

lah.

G Thou lovest all words of destruction, the

tongue of deceit.

7 (Therefore) God will also destroy thee

for ever; he will take" thee away, and pluck
thee out of his tent, and root thee out of the

land of life. Selah.

—

8 And the righteous shall see it, and they
will be afraid, and laugh concerning him

:

9 " Lo, this is the man that made not God
his fortress; but trusted in the abundance of

his riches, relied proudly on his mischievous
Avickedness."

10 But I am like a green olive-tree in the

* Only when sins are forgivfin can praise be acceptable.
' lljislii refers "working deceit," to the razor; com-

menting, "cutting tlie fle.sli with the hair." Similarly

Redak.
° llashi, "break thee in pieces." Others, from nnn
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house of God: I trust in the kindness of God
for ever and over.

11 I will thank thee for ever, because thou
hast done it: and I will Avait on thy name,
for (if is) good, before thy pious ones.

PSALM LIII.

1 ^ To the chief musician upon Macha-
lath, a Maskil of David.

2 The worthless fool saith in his heart,

There is no God. They are corrupt, and
they are abominable (in their) injustice:

there is none that doeth good.

3 God looketh down from heaven upon
the children of men, to see if there be one in-

telligent, one Avho seeketh for God.

4 Every one (of them) hath de]iarted (from

righteousness) : altogether are they become
corrupt; there is none that doeth good, no,

not one.

5 Is there no knowledge in the workers of

wickedness? who eat up my people as they

eat bread: (while) they do not call on
God.

6 There were they terrified with terror

where there was no terror; for God had
scattered the bones of those that encamped
against thee: thou didst put them to shame,

because God had rejected them.

7 Oh that some one might bring the salva-

tion of Israel out of Zion ! When God bring-

eth back the captivity of his people, (then)

will Jacob be glad, and Israel will rejoice.

PSALM LIV.

1 Tl To the chief musician on Neginoth,

a Maskil of David.

2 When the Ziphim came and said to

Saiil, Behold, David is hiding himself with
us.

3 God, by thy name save me, and by
thy strength grant me justice.

4 God, hear my prayer; give oar to the

words of my mouth.
5 For strangers (to goodness)" arc I'isen

up against me, and powerful oppressors seek

after my soul : they have not set God before

them. Selah.

"to gather up," as coals arc taken out of the fire by a

shovel. * Philippson supplies, "thou art," &c.
' Strangers here docs scarcely mean foreigners, tiiough

Aben Er.ra takes it so; but those strangers to justice and

godliness. Jonathan reads U"\\ " the presumptuous."
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6 Behold, God is a helper unto me: the

Lord is among those that uphold my soul.

7 He will cause the evil to return upon
those that regard me with envy; in thy truth

cut them off.

8 I will liberally sacrifice unto thee: I will

give thanks unto thy name, Lokd; for it is

good.

9 For out of all distress hath he delivered

me: and my eye hath seen (its desire) on
my enemies.

PSALM LV.

1 T[ To the chief musician on Neginoth,

a Maskil of David.

2 Give ear, O God, to my praj-er; and
hide not thyself from my supplication.

3 Listen unto me, and answer me: I

mourn" in my grief, and moan

;

4 Because of the voice of the enemy, be-

cause of the op2)ression of the wicked; for

they cast wrong upon me, and in wrath they
attack me.

5 My heart is sorely pained'' within me:
and the terrors of death are fallen upon me.

6 Fearfulness and trembling are come
upon me, and shuddering hath covei'ed me.

7 And I said, Oh that some one would
give me wings like a dove ! I would fly away
and dwell (quietly).

8 Lo, I would flee far awa}', I would spend

my night in the wilderness. Selah.

9 I would prepare hastily a refuge for me
from the sweeping wind (and) from storm.

10 Destroy, Lord, divide" their tongue;

for I have seen violence and strife in the city

;

11 Day and night do these encompass it

upon her walls : and wrong and trouble are in

her midst.

12 Mischief is in her midst: guile and de-

ceit depai't not from her streets.

13 For it is not an enemy that reproached

me ; then I could bear it : not he that hateth
me hath magnified himself against me; then
I would have hidden myself from him

:

* Kashi. The moderns, Sachs, &c., "I roam about."
" Rashi, "full of care." Sachs, " tremblelh."
" That is, "distract their counsels, and let their de-

vices be confounded."
* Rashi, " this he hid because of the many who assisted

me with their praj-crs." But though noi' is generally

found in a good sense "with me," still it is also met with

in the opposite sense in Gen. sxxi. 7.

' Rashi. Jonathan and Sachs, "who change not their

14 But it is thou, a man my equal, my
guide, and my acquaintance;

lo So that we took sweet secret counsel

together, and walked unto the house of God
in tumultuous company.

IG Let him dispense death over them; let

them go down alive into the nether world;

for evil is in their dwelling, in the midst of

them.

17 I, however, will call on God; and the

Lord Avill save me.
18 At evening and morning and noon will

I make my complaint and moan : and he

heareth my voice.

—

19 He delivereth my soul in peace from
the battle against me; for in multitudes are

they (contending) with me.''

20 God will hear, and humble them

—

yea, he that sitteth enthroned from the oldest

time—Selah—those Avho dread" no changes,

and fear not God.

21 He' stretcheth out his hands against

those at peace with him : he violatcth his

covenant.

22 The creamy words^ of his mouth are

smooth, yet there is war (in) his heart: his

words are softer than oil, yet are they drawn
swords.

23 Cast thy burden'' upon the Lord, and
he will sustain thee : he will never suffer the

righteous to be moved.
24 But thou, God, thou wilt bring them

down into the pit of destruction : let not the

men of blood and deceit live out half their

days ; but I will indeed trust in thee.

PSALM LVI.

1 ^ To the chief musician upon Jon at h-

elem-rechokim,' by David, a Michtham, when
the Philistines seized him in Gath.

2 Be gracious unto me, God; for man
longeth to swallow me up ; all the time he

oppresseth me fighting.

3 Those that regard me with envy long to

swallow (me) up all the time; for many are

ways." Aben Ezra, " who have had no changes of for-

tune."
' A calumniator, a rebel, of whom David complains.

' Similar to the English expression, " honeyed phrases."
"

^\2T^' is explained by others, " what God hath be-

stowed," or "fortune." Sachs, "desire." Jonathan,
" hope."

' Lit. "the dumb dove of the distance;" probably the

name of a particular tunc or melody.
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tlifV tliat light against mo, thou most

Ilijih."

4 The clay (when) I am afraid, I will still

trust in thee.

5 In God Avill I praise his word, in God I

have put my trust; I will not be afraid; what
can flesh do unto me?

G All the day they wrest my words:

against me are all tlieir thoughts for evil.

7 They come together in troops, they hide

themselves, they are those that watch my
heels, as though they hoped (to take) my
soul.

8 Because of their wrong-doing let me
escape from them;* in anger cast down the

people, God.

9 My wanderings hast thou well number-

ed: put thou my tears into thy bottle: be-

hold, they are numbei'ed by thee.

10 Then shall my enemies retire backward
on the day when I call (on thee) ; this I

know—that God is for me.

11 In Goer will I praise the word: in the

Loud will I praise the Avord.

12 In God liave I put my trust: I will not

be afraid; what can man do unto me?
lo Upon me, God, (rest) thy vows: I

will pay thanksgiving offerings unto thee.

14 For thou hast delivered my soul from

death—yea, behold, my feet from slipping,

that I may walk before God in the light of

tlie life.

PSALM LVn.

1 T[ To the chief musician, Al-tashcheth,*

by David, a Michtham, when he iled from
Saiil, in the cave.

2 Be gracious unto me, God, be gracious

unto me; for in thee m}^ soul secketh pro-

tection, and under the shadow of thy wings
will I seek protection, until tlie mischief be

passed away.
3 I will call unto God, the most High;

unto God that accomplisheth" (his kindness)

• Jonathan. Philippson, "many are the proud fighters

against mc."
" Uaslii and Aben Ezra. Jonathan, "for the falsehood

in tlioir hand.s let thorn have want." Sachs, "in vain be

their cseaping." I'hilippson, "through wickedness tlioy

obtain an escape," meaning, that singly they escape
through cunning: he therefore prays for collective punish-
ment—on the people—who compose the evil-doers.
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4 lie will send from hc;iven, and save me,
though he that longeth to swallow me up
utter reproach. Selah. God will send lijrth

his kindness and his truth.

5 My soul is in tlie midst of lions; I lie

down (in the midst of) those that send out

flames,*^ (those) sons of men, who.<!e teeth are

spears and arrows; and whose tongue is a

sharpened sword.

G Be thou exalted al)ove the heavens,

God : above all the earth let thy glory be.

7 A net have they prepared for my steps;

my soul hath been bent down; they have
dug before me a pit; they are fallen into

the midst thereof Selah.

8 Firm is my heart, God, firm is my
heart: I will sing and play.

9 Awake, my spirit; awake, psaltery and
harp; I will wake up the morning-dawn.^

10 I will thank thee among the peojile,

Lord: I will sing praises unto thee among
the nations.

11 For great, even unto the heavens, is thy
kindness, and even unto the skies (exteudeth)

thy truth.

12 Be thou exalted above the heavens,

God : above all the earth let thy glory be.

PSALM LYIII.

1 ^ To the chief musician Al-tashcheth,

by David, a Michtham.
2 Do you indeed, who are dumb, speak

righteousl}- ? do ye judge in uprightness,'' O
ye sons of men?

3 Even in (^our) heart ye work injustice;

on the earth do ye weigh out the violence of

your hands.

4 The wicked are estranged (from good-

ness) from the womb : those who speak lies go

astray from their A'ory birth.

5 They have poison like the poison of a

serpent : (they are) like the deaf adder that

stoppeth her ear;

6 Which will not hearken to the voice of

conjurers, yea, that of the wisest of all charmers.

° Jonathan, "I will praise God's word of justice, I will

praise the Lord's word of mercy."
'' Lit. "destroy not;" probably also a melody.
" Mendelssohn, " who deerceth over mo."
' Figurative for those that speak caluniuics. So Rashi.

» A beautiful image: the I'salniist rises before day,

and impatiently calls for the morning to appear.

• Sachs, "judge righteously the sons of man."



PSALMS LVIII. LIX.

7 Gotl, break out their teeth in their

mouth; the jaw-teeth of the young lions tear

thou out, O Lord.

8 Let them melt away as water (which)

runneth off:* Avhen each one bendeth (his

bow to shoot) his ari'ows, let them be as if cut

in pieces.*"

9 As a snail which mclteth, let him pass

away; like the untimely birth" of a woman
which hath not seen the sun.

10 Before your pots can feel the thorns,

will he take them away with a whirlwind,

both the green'' and the burning.

11 The righteous will rejoice when he

seeth the vengeance: he wall bathe his steps

in the blood of the wicked.

12 So that a man shall say, Verily fruit

will come for the righteous : verily there is a

God that judgeth on the earth.

PSALM LIX.

1 ][ To the chief musician, Al-tashcheth,

by David, a Michtham; when Saiil sent, and
they w\atclied the house to put him to death.

2 Deliver me from my enemies, my
God: defend me from them that rise up
against me.

3 Deliver me from the Avorkers of wicked-

ness, and from men of blood do thou save me.

4 For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul : the

mighty are gathered in troops against me;
not for my transgression, nor for my sin,

Lord.

5 Without guilt (in me) they run and
make themselves ready: awake, (come) to-

ward me, and behold.

G And thou, Lord God of hosts, the God
of Israel, awake to punish all the nations

:

be not gracious to any treacherous wicked
ones. Selah.

" Others, "Let them (the wicked) pass away."
'' Rashi, " God bendeth his arrows that they may be de-

stroj-ed." Redak, however, explains as in the text, and it

means, that their arrows should be rendered harmless, as

though- the points were cut away.
° Jonathan, "like the untimely born and the mole,

which are blind and have not seen the sun." HE'X like

the Chaldean NjIIB'N "the mole." Philippson, "let them
not see," &c.

^ Hcrxheimcr, who comments, that the simile is taken

from a caravan, which prepares its food with the thorns

of the desert, which are whirled away by a sudden gale,

whether yet green or already burning. Philippson,

partly after Redak, "Whether the flesh in the pot be raw

or already cooked;" and says, "that so the counsel of

7 They will return at evening; they will

howl like dogs, and go round about the

city.

8 Behold, they sputter with their mouth

:

swords are in their lips; for who, (say they,)

doth hear?"

9 But thou, Lord, wilt laugh at them;

thou wilt hold in derision all the nations.

10 Because of (the enemy's) strength will

I wait upon thee; for God is my defence.

11 The God who showeth me kindness

will go before me: God will let me see (my
desire) upon those who regard me with

envy.

12 Slay them not, that my people may
not forget: drive them about by thy power;

and bring them down, thou our shield,

Lord.

13 The sin of their mouth is the Avord of

their lips; let them be caught through their

pride, because of the cursing and lying which
they relate.

14 Make an end in fury, make an end
(of them), that they may be no more, and let

them know that God ruleth in Jacolj, as far

as the ends of the earth. Selah.

15 And they will return in the evening;

they will howl like dogs, and go round about

the city.

16 They will indeed roam about after some-

thing to eat; if they be not satisfied so that

they can be at rest.'

17 But I will truly sing of thy strength;

yea, I will sing joyfully in the morning of

thy kindness; for thou hast been a defence

unto me and a refuge on the day when I was
distressed.

18 Unto thee, my strength, will I sing;

for God is my defence, the God of my kind-

ness.

the wicked shall be frustrated." Rashi, "Before j'our

briers become thorns, (ere the children of the wicked grow
up,) the Lord will sweep them off with might ("Pi like

Vn) and in wrath." Mendelssohn, "When yet raw,

scarcely warmed," &c.
" Rashi, Aben Ezra, and Redak. Mendelssohn, simply,

"for who bearcth." Philippson, "but who heareth

them?"
' Rashi. Aben Ezra, "if they be not satisfied they

will (not) rest." I'hilippson, " if they be not satisfied they

will roam about all night;" which gives the same sense

as the text, meaning, that the houseless dogs roam about

all night unless they find enough to still their hunger,

after which alone they will seek rest; and so the wicked
roam about to commit injustice against the just.

in



PSALMS LX.—LXII.

PSALM LX.

1 ^ To tlie chief musician upon Shushan-

'edutli. a Miclitliani oi" David, to teach;

2 When he fought with Aram-naharayim,

and with Aram-zo})ah, and Joiib returned,

and smote of Edom in the Salt Valley twelve

thousand (men.)

3 God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast

made a breach in us, thou hast been dis-

pleased; restore now unto us (thy favour).

4 Thou hast caused the earth to quake;

thou hast split it: heal her breaches; for she

is moved.
5 Thou hast caused thy people to see hard

things: thou hast made us to drink the wine
of confusion.

6 Thou hast given to those that fear thee

a banner," to elevate themselves, because of

the truth. Selah.

7 In order that thy beloved may be de-

livered; help Avith thy right hand, and an-

swer me.

8 God hath spoken in his holiness; I will

exult, I will divide Shechem, and the valley

of Succoth will I measure out.

9 Mine is Gil'ad, and mine is Menasseh;
Ephraim also is the strong-hold of my head;

of Judah are my chiefs;''

10 Moiib is my washpot; upon Edom will

I cast my shoe: Philistia, triumph thou but

over me.

11 Who wall bring me into the fortified

city? who will lead me as far as Edom?
12 Behold, it is thou, God, who hast

cast us off; and thou, God, goest not forth

with our armies.

13 Give us help against the assailant; for

vain is the help of man.
14 Through God shall we do valiantly;

and he it is that will tread down our as-

sailants.

PSALM LXL
1 ^ To the chief musician upon Neglnah,

by David.

2 Hear, God, my entreaty; listen to my
prayer.

3 From the end of the earth will I call

unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed:
lead me to the rock that is too high for me.

4 For thou hast been a shelter unto me, a
strong tower against the enemy.

5 Let me sojourn in thy tent to all eter-

nity; let me be sheltered under the covert of

thy wings. Selah.

6 For thou, God, hast truly listened to

my vows : thou hast given back" the heritage

of those that fear thy name.
7 Oh, add days unto the king's days: may

his years be as of many generations.

8 May he abide for ever before God : or-

dain that kindness and truth may guard him.

9 So will I sing praise unto thy name for

ever, that I may pay my vows day by day.

PSALM LXII.

1 ^ To the chief musician, upon Jeduthun,
a psahn of David.

2 Only in God my soul trusted in silence

:

from him cometh my salvation.

3 Only he is my rock and my salvation;

(he is) my defence; I shall not be greatly

moved.
4 How long will ye devise mischief against

a man? will ye all assault him murderously,

as though he were a faUing wall, a tottering

fence?

5 Yea, from his height do they take coun-

sel to cast (him) down: they delight in lies:

with their mouth do they bless, but inwardly
do they ciu'so. Selah.

6 Yea, in God hope in silence, my soul;

for from him is my expectation.

7 Only he is my rock and my salvation

;

(he is) my defence; I shall not be moved.
8 With God are my salvation and my

glory: the rock of my strength (and) my
protection are in God.

9 Trust in him at all tiTues, ye people;

pour out before him your heart: God is a

protection for us. Selah.

10 Verily nought arc the sons of common
men, a lie the sons of the great ; they must
rise in the balance; they are altogether

(lighter) than nought.*

' As God's vassals a banner is given them, under
|

° Rashi. Otbers, "thou hast given (me) the herit-

whicli they are to march to victory, that truth may pro- age," &c.

vail. ji * Sforno. Others render San with "a brc.-ith," lionoe,

Itashi. Lit. "lawgiver," or "dispenser." Sachs
i

Mendelssohn, "on the scale a breath will outweigli thoiu

and others, "sceptre," or "ruler's staff," I
nil."

744



PSALMS LXII.—LXV.

11 Do not put your trust in defrauding, I

find be not rendered vain through robber}^ : I

if riches flourish, set not your heart (upon
|

them).

12 Once hath God spoken; (yea.) twice

(what) I have heard : that strengtli belongeth

unto God.

13 And unto thee, Lord, belongeth kind-

ness; for thou wilt recompense every man
according to his works.

PSALM LXIII.

1 ^ A psalm of David, when he was in

the wilderness of Judah.
2 God, thou art my God; early will I

seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my
flesh longeth for thee in a dry land, and it is

taint without water.

3 As" I have beheld thee in the sanctuary,

seeing thy strength and thy glory;

4 Because thy kindness is better than life,

my lips shall praise thee:

5 Thus will I bless thee while I live; in

thy name will I lift up my hands.

6 As with fixt and marrow will my soul be

satisfied; and with tuneful lips shall my
mouth praise thee.

7 When I remember thee upon my
couch, I meditate on thee in the night-

watches.

8 Because thou hast been a help unto me

;

and in the shadow of thy wings will I sing

rejoicingly.

9 My soul cleaveth unto following thee:

me thy right hand upholdeth.

10 But those that seek my soul, to destroy

it, shall go down into the lowest deeps of the

earth.

11 They shall be delivered up to the power
of the sword : they shall become a prey for

jackals.

12 But the king shall rejoice in God;
every one that sweareth by him shall glorify

himself; for the mouth of those that speak

falsehood shall be stopped.

' Philippson. Rashi connects this with the preceding

verse, " my soul thir.«teth—to sec thy might and thy

glory as I have beheld fhoe in the tabernacle at Shiloh."
" Lit. "who bend their arrow."
' Aben Ezra; lit. "word." Jonathan, "they fortify

for themselves the evil word."
^ After I'hilippson, who takes the sentence commenc-

ing iJ'DH as indicating the words of the wicked ; notwith-

standing which device being resolved on, each one keeps
4 T

PSALM LXIV.

1 T[ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

2 Hear my voice, God, in my complaint:

preserve my life from the dread of the enemy.

3 Hide me from the secret counsel of evil-

doers; from the tumultuous assault of the

workers of wickedness

;

4 Who whet their tongue like a sword,

who aim with'' their arrow, the bitter word :

5 To shoot in secret at the innocent ; sud-

denly do they shoot at him, and fear not.

G They encourage them.selves in an evil

plan:'' they tell secretly of laying snares;

they say, Who will see them ?

7 They search out iniquities; "We are

ready with the carefully searched out de-

vice;" and the inward thought and heart of

each is deeply (hidden).''

8 But God shooteth at them suddenly (his)

arrow;— (thence) are come their wounds.

9 And their own tongues will stumble over

themselves : all that look on them will shake

their head.

10 All men shall fear, and shall declare

the work of God, and understand on his deeds.

11 The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord,

and shall trust in him; and all the upright

in heart shall glorify themselves.

PSALM LXV.
1 ][ To the chief musician, a psalm (and)

song of David.

2 For thee praise is waiting,'' God, in

Zion : and unto thee shall vows be paid.

3 thou that hearcst prayer, unto thee

all flesh shall come.

4 The iniquitous things have become too

mighty for me; our transgressions—these

wilt thou wipe nvrny.

5 Happ3^ is he Avhom thou choosost, and

causest to approach, that he may dwell in thy

courts: let us be satisfied with the happiness

of thy house, the holiness' of thy temple.

his thoughts hidden within his heart. Bashi reads uao
"they have hidden—the wcU-eonsidered device," &c.

Others render, " they have accomplished."
' Aben Ezra and Rcdak. Jonathan and Ra,shi, "Si-

lence is praise to thee." Philippson, "unto thee gentle

praise is due." Ilerxhcimer combines both these views,

"unto thee is due silence and praise."

' Rashi, Mendelssohn, Sachs, &c.—The holiness will

then be felt by man, when he is at peace with God.
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PSALMS LXV.—LXVII.
With terrific iloods in righteousness wilt

thou answer us, flod of our salvation; who
art the confidence of all the ends of the earth,

and of the sea, that arc far away;
7 Who setteth firmly the mountains by his

power, who is girded with mijflit;

8 Who assuageth the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their w'aves, and the tumult of

nations.

9 And they that dwell in the uttermost

parts are afraid of thy wondrous signs: the

outgoings" of the morning and evening thou

causest to rejoice.

10 Thou hast thought of the earth, and
waterest it abundantly ; thou greatly enrichest

it; the brook of God is** full of water: thou

preparest their corn, when thou hast thus

prepared her."

11 Watering her furrows abundantly,

smoothing down her ridges, thou softenest

her with showers : thou blessest her growth.

12 Thou hast crowned the year of thy
goodness ; and thy tracks drop fatness.

13 The pastures of the wilderness are drop-

ping (with plenty) : and the hills are girt

with gladness.

14 The meadows are clothed with flocks;

and the valleys are enveloped with corn;

men shout for joy, (yea,) they also sing.

PSALM LXVI.
1 ^ To the chief musician, a song or

psalm. Shout joyfully unto God, all ye
lands:

2 Sing forth the glory of his name ; make
glorious his praise.

3 Say unto God, How fear-inspiring is

every one of thy works ! thi'ough the great-

ness of thy strength Avill thy enemies yield

feigned obedience unto thee.

4 All the lands shall bow themselves

down unto thee, and shall sing pi\aises unto
thee; they shall sing praises to thy name.
Selah.

5 Come and see the deeds of God: fear-in-

spiring is his doing toward the children of

men.
6 He changed the sea into dry land;

' Philipp.son supplies, "the inlmbitnnts of," i. e. those

who live cast and west. Others repird "the outgoing"
as the stars that rise at the end of day, and the animals
that go forth at the end of night. Itashi, "men thank
him for the coding of the day and night."
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through the river they went on foot : there

did we rejoice in him.

7 He ruleth by his might for ever; his

eyes look upon the nations; the rebellious

—

these shall not be exalted. Selah.

8 Bless, ye people, our God, and cause
the voi(;e of his prai.se to be heard

:

9 Who hath appointed our soul to life,

and hath not sufl'ered our foot to slip.

10 For thou hast proved us, God: thou
hast refined us, as silver is refined.

11 Thou hast brought us into the net;

thou hast placed fetters upon our loins.

12 Thou hast caused men to ride on our
head: we entered into fire and into water;
but thou broughtest us out to (the enjoy-

ment) of overflowing plenty.

13 I will enter thy house with burnt-ofl'er-

ings: I will pay unto thee my vows,

14 AV^hich my lips have uttered, and my
mouth hath spoken, when I was in distress.

15 Burnt-ofll'rings of failings will I ofier

up unto thee, with the incense of rams; I

will prepare steers with he-goats. Selah.

IG Come, hear, and I will relate, all ye
that fear God, what he hath done for my
soul.

17 Unto him I cried with my mouth, and
a song of extolling was on ni}- tongue.

18 If I had looked on Avickedness with my
heart, the Lord would not have heard

;

19 But verily God hath heard; he hath
listened to the voice of my prayer.

20 Blessed be God, who hath not removed
my prayer (from him), nor his kindness from
me.

PSALM LXVII.

1 T[ To the chief musician on Neginoth, a

psalm or .song.

2 May God be gracious unto u.s, and bless

us; maj' he cause his face to shine upon*" us.

Selah.

3 That upon earth men may know thy

way, among nil nations thy salvation.

4 The people Avill thank thee, O God; the

people, all of them together, will thank thee.

5 Nations will rejoice and sing lor joy;

'' God's rain—his overflowing brook—is abundant for

all.

° /. e. The cartli : moistened by rain, she is prepared to

prepare corn for man.
" Heb. "with us."



when thou jiidgost the people rightcovisly,

and giiidest the nations upon earth. SeUih.

6 Tlu« people will thank thee. () God; the

people, all of them together, will thank thee.

7 The earth yieldeth her products; (yea,)

God, our own God, will hless u.s.

8 God will hless us; and all the ends of

the earth shall fear him.

PSALMS LXVIII.

1 ^ To the chief mu.sician, by David, a

Psalm or song.

2 Oh that God would arise, that his ene-

mies might be scattered, and those that hate

him might llee before him.

3 As smoke is driven off, so drive them
away: as wax inelteth before the fire, so let

the wicked jiei'ish at the presence of God.
4 But the righteous shall rejoice; they

shall exult before God: yea, they shall be

exceedingly joyful."

5 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name

:

extol him who rideth upon the heavens; the

Everlasting is his name, and rejoice before

him.

6 A father of the fathei'less, and a judge

of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.

7 God places those who are solitary in

the midst of their fnmilies: he bringeth out

those who are bound unto happiness; but the

rebellious dwell in a dry land.

8 God, when thou didst go forth before

thy people, when thou didst tread along

through the wildernes.s—Selah

—

9 The earth quaked, also the heavens
dropped at the presence of God; yea, this

Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of

Israel.

10 Rain of beneficence'' didst thou pour
down, God, Avhereby thou didst truly

strengthen thy heritage, when it was weary.
11 Thy assembly dwelt therein : thou didst

prepare it with thy goodness for the afllicted

(people), God.

PSALMS LXVII. LXVIII

12 The L

° Lit. "they shall be glad in joy."
^ Philippson, "a rain of gifts," such a.s the manna and

the fpiail.s bestowed in the wilderness—not actual rain.

But Ka.shi and others lake it literally as rain, destructive

to God's enemies—bles.sing to his people. niaiJ is lite-

rally, " of liberalities," what is cheerfully, willingly given

;

hence, "beneficence."
" The Israelites, living in peace among their sheepfolds,

shall resemble iu their loveliness the dove, who.^e wings

present a beautiful play of colours, silver and gold.

d gave (happy) tidings; they

are published by the female messengers, a
numerous host.

lo The kings of the armies flee away; yet

she that tarried at home divideth the spoil.

1-4 When ye lie still between the folds" (of

your cattle), (ye will be like) the wings of

the dove covered with silver, and her pinions

shining with flaming gold.

1-j When the Almighty scattered kings in

the midst of her, then even in darkness shone
light (as pure) as snow.*"

IG A mountain of God is the moimt of Ba-
shan ; many peaks hath the mount ol' Ba.shan.

17 Why watch ye enviously, ye many-
peaked mountains, yonder mountain which
God hath cho.'^en for his residence? 3ea, the

Lord Avill also dwell (there) for ever.

18 The chariots of God are two myriads;
thousands of angels (follow him) : tlie Lord
is among them; so is Sinai holy (among
mountains)."

19 Thou didst ascend on high, lead away
captives, receive gifts among men

;
yea, even

the rebellious, to dwell amons them, Lord
God.

20 Blessed Ije the Lord day Iw daj-; he
loadeth us (with benefits) ;' our God is our
salvation. Selah.

21 Our God is to us the God of salvation;

and by the Eternal the Lord are the escapes

from death.

22 But God will crush the head of his

enemies, the hairy skull of him Avho walketh
in his guiltiness.

2o The Lord hath said, From Bashan will

I bring Ixack, I will bring back from the

depths of the sea:

24 In order that thou mayest^ wade Avith

thy feet in blood, feeding the tongue of thy
dogs from the enemies' blood.

25 Men see thy goings forth, God! the

goings forth of my God, my King, into the

sanctuaiy.

'' Sforno. When God's retribution falls on the op-

pre.ssor.«, then even the oppressecj feel joy and ea.se. "In
her," is the land of I.sracl.

' After Mendelssohn. Lit. "Sin.ii (is) in the sanc-

tuary." Sachs, Philippson, and others render literally,

and explain, "the glory of God is transferred from Sinai

into the sanctuary nn Zion."
' Rashi, Kcdak, &e. Philipp.son, "if man lay burdens

on us, God is our help."

' Kashi, "crush the enemy and wade in blood."
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PSALMS LXVIII. LXIX.

26 First come .singers, tlien follow jjlajers

on instruiiu'nts, in the niiilst of niaidens

playing on tinil)rels.

27 In assemblies bless ye Cod, (praise) the

Lord, ye sprung from Israel's fountain.

28 There Benjamin tlic youngest leadeth

them on, the princes of Judah in purple

robes," the princes of Zebulun, the princes of

Naphtali.

29 Thy God hath ordained the rule to

thee: strengthen, O God, Avhat thou hast

wrought for us.

30 Because of thy temple over Jerusalem

shall kings bring presents unto thee.

31 Eebuke the wild beasts hiding among
the reeds, the troop of steers among the

calves of nations, that hasten along with pre-

sents of silver. He scattereth nations that are

eager for the fight.

82 Noljles Avill come out of Egypt; Ethi-

opia will stretch forth eagerly her hands unto

God.

33 Kingdoms of the earth, sing unto God;
sing praises unto the Lord ; Selah

;

34 To him who rideth over the highest

heavens, of ancient days: hear! he sendeth

forth his voice, the A-oice of might.

35 Ascribe ye strength unto God : his ex-

cellency is over Israel, and his strength is in

the skies.

30 Thou art tremendous, God, from thy
holy residences; God of Israel, (thou art)

ho tliat givest strength and power unto (thy)

l)eople. Blessed be God.

PSALM LXIX.
1 Tl To the chief musician upon Shoshan-

nim, jjy David.

2 Save me, God; for the waters are

come even to threaten my life.''

3 I am sunk in the mire of the deep,

where there is no standing: I am come into

the depths of the waters, and the flood

overfloweth me.

4 I am weary of my calling; my throat is

hoarse ; my eyes fail, while I hope for my God.

5 More than the hairs of my head are

those that hate me without a cau.se: nume-
rous are tho.sc that would destroy me, that

are my enemies wrongfully : what I have not

robbed shall I now" restore.

Mcnachcm. Othcra, "with their troops."
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God, thou art well aware of my Iblly,

and my guilty deeds are from thee not hid-

den.

7 Let not those that wait on thee, Lord
Eternal of hosts, be made ashamed through
me : let not those that seek thee be confounded
through me, God of Israel.

8 Because for thy sake have I borne re-

proach, hath confusion covered my face.

9 A stranger am I become unto my bro-

thers, and an alien unto my mothers chil-

dren.

10 Because the zeal for thy hou.se hath de-

voured me; and the reproaches of those that

reproached thee are fallen upon me.
11 When I wept at the fasting of my soul,

it became a reproach to me.
12 And when I made sackcloth my gar-

ment, I became a proverb to them.
13 Those that sit in the gate talk against

me; and (about me make) songs the drinkers

of strong drink.

14 But as for me, I direct my prayer unto

thee, O Loud, in a time of favour; O God, in

the multitude of thy kindness; answer me in

the truth of thy salvation.

15 Deliver me out of the mire, that I may
not sink : let me be delivered from those that

hate me, and out of the depths of the waters.

16 Let the tlood of waters not overflow me,
and let not the deep swalloAv me up, and let

not the pit close its mouth upon me.
17 Answer me, Lord; for thy kindness

is good: according to the multitude of thy
mercies turn thou unto me.

18 And hide not thy face from thy ser-

vant; for I am in distress: make haste and
answer me.

19 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem
it: because of my enemies do thou ransom
me.

20 Thou well knowcst my reproach, and
my shame, and my confusion: before thee

are all my assailants.

21 Reproach hath broken my heart; and
I am sick: and I waited for pity, but there

was none; and for comforters, but I found
none.

22 And they put into my food gall; and in

my thirst they give me vinegar to drink.

23 May (then) their table become a snare

Lit. "up to the soul." Philippson.



PSALMS LXIX.—LXXI.

before them : iind to those that are at peace,

a trap.

24 May their eyes become dark, that they
cannot see; and make their loins continually

to waver.

25 Pour out over them tliy indignation,

and let the heat of thy anger overtake them.
2G May their palace become desolate; in

their tents let no one dwell.

27 For whom thou hast smitten they per-

secute; and of the pain of those whom thou
hast wounded do they converse.

28 Lay guilt upon their guilt; and let

them not come into thy righteousness.

29 Let them be blotted out of the book of

the living; and with the righteous let them
not be written.

30 But I am poor and suffering: let thy
salvation, God, set me up on high.

31 I will praise the name of God with
song, and will magnify him with thanksgiv-

ing.

32 And this will please the Lord better

than an ox or bullock having horns and
cloven hoofs.

33 The meek will see this, and be rejoiced

:

3'e that seek God, and your heart shall revive.

34 For the Lord listeneth unto the needy,
and his prisoners he despiseth not.

35 Let the heaven and earth praise him,
the seas, and every thing that moveth therein.

36 For God will save Zion, and will build

the cities of Judah : that they may abide

there, and have it in possession;

37 And the seed of his servants shall in-

herit it; and they that love his name shall

dwell therein.

PSALM LXX.

1 Tl To the chief musician, by David, to

bring to remembrance.*
2 God, (arise) to deliver me; Lord,

make haste to help me.
3 Let those that seek after my life be made

ashamed and put to the blush : let those that

desire my unhappiness be turned backward
and put to confusion.

4 Let them be turned backward in conse-

quence of their shame, that say. Aha, aha.*

* Rashi explains this here to be a spefcies of prayer.

' Either a term of rejoicing at his distress, or one of

contempt and insult.

5 Let all tho.se that seek thee be glad and
rejoice in thee : and let such as love thy sal-

vation say continually, God is great.

G But I am poor and needy, O God ; come
hastily unto me; my help and my deliverer

art thou: O Lord, do not delay.

PSALM LXXL
1 T[ Li thee, Lord, do I put m}- trust;

let me never be made ashamed.

2 In thy righteousness do thou deliver me
and release me : incline thy ear unto me, and
save me.

3 Be thou unto me a rocky habitation,

whei'eunto I may continually resort, Avhich

thou hast ordained to save me; for my rock

and my strong-hold art thou.

4 my God, release me out of the hand
of the wicked, out of the grasp of the unright-

eous and violent man.
5 For thou art my hope, Lord Eternal:

thou art my trust from my youth.

6 By thee ha^'e I been supported from my
birth; thou art he that took" me out of my
mother's Avomb: of thee is my praise con-

tinually.

7 As a Avonderful token have I been unto

many; but thou art my strong refuge.

8 My mouth shall be filled Avith thy pi'aise,

and Avith thy glory all the day.

9 Cast me not off in the time of old age

:

when my strength f\iileth, forsake me not.

10 For my enemies speak of me; and they

that Avatch for my soul take counsel together,

11 Saying, "God hath forsaken him: pur-

sue and seize him; for there is none to de-

liver."

12 God, be not far from me: my God,

hasten to my help.

13 Let those be made ashamed, let them
perish, that are adversaries to my soul; let

those be covered Avith reproach and dishonour

that seek my unhappiness.

14 But I Avill continually hope, and Avill

yet add more to all thy praise.

15 My mouth shall relate thy righteous-

ness, all the day thy salvation; for I know
not their numbers.

16 I Avill come to praise the mighty deeds

"Jonathan. Others take 'IJ as "my refuge;" thus,

"thou art my refuge since I escaped from my mother's

womb."
749



PSALMS LXXI. LXXII.

of the Lord Eternal : I will make mention of

thy rifrliteou.sness, ^-ea, thine only.

17 Cod, thou hast taught me from my
youtli : and hitherto 1 ever tell of thy won-
drous deeds.

18 Therefore also even in old age, and
when I am grayheaded, O God, forsake me
not; until I liave told of thy strength unto

(this) generation, to every one that may
come of thy might.

19 And thy righteousness, O God, reacli-

eth ever to the height, thou, who hast done
great things : God, who is like thee I

20 Thou, who hast shown me great dis-

tresses and misfortunes, wilt again revive me;
and from the depths of the earth wilt thou

bring me up again.

21 Thou wilt increase my greatness, and
wilt turn round and comfort me.

22 Also I, I will thank thee with the

psaltery, (for) thy truth, my God: I will

sing unto thee with the harp, thou Holy
One of Israel.

28 My lips sliall shout joyfully when I

sing unto thee; and my soul (too), which
thou hast redeemed.

24 Also my tongue shall speak all the

day of thy righteousness; for ashamed, for

put to the blush are those that seek my un-

happiness.

PSALM LXXII.

1 ^ By* Solomon. God, give unto the

king thy decisions,'' and thy righteousness

unto the king's son.

2 He shall decide for thy people with right-

eousness, and for thy afflicted with justice.

3 The mountains shall bear peace for the

people, and the hills (the same), through
righteousness.

4 He shall judge the afflicted of the peo-

ple, he shall give help to the children of the

needy; but he shall crush the oppressor.

5 They shall fear thee as long as the sun

shineth, and in the presence of the moon,
throughout all generations.

* Rashi and others, "for," as though it were composed
by l):ivid or soiiio otlior poet in reference to Solomon.

^ This i.s explained by Ka-ihi, "the wisdom of thy dc-

cisioDS according to the law."
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G He shall come down like rain upon the

mown grass: as showers which are dropping

on the earth.

7 In his days shall the righteous liourish;

and abundance of peace (shall be) till the

moon shall be no more.

8 And he shall have dominion from sea to

sea, and from the river unto the ends of the

earth.

9 Before him shall l)end'down those that

dwell in the wilderness; and his enemies

shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tharshish and of the isles

shall bring jjresents: the kings of Sheba and
Selja shall offer gifts.

11 Yea, there shall bow down before him
all kings : all nations shall serve him.

12 For he will deliver the needy when
he crieth; the afflicted also, who hath no
helper.

13 He will spare the poor and needy; and
the souls of the needy Avill he assist.

14 From wrong and violence will he de-

liver their soul; and precious shall their

blood be in his eyes.

15 And he shall live; and he'" will give

him of the gold of Sheba: and he will pray
in his behalf continually ; all the time will he

bless him.

16 There shall be an abundance of corn in

the land; upon the top of the moinitains its

fruit shall shake like (the trees of) Lel)anon :

and (men) shall blossom out of the city like

herbs of the earth.

17 His name will endure for ever; in the

presence of the sun his name shall tlourish

;

and men shall bless them.selves with him : all

nations shall call him happy.

18 Blessed be the Lokd the God, the

God of Israel, who alone doeth wondrous
things.

19 And blessed be his glorious name for

ever: and with his glory may the whole

earth be filled; Amen, and Amen.
20 Here are ended the pra;)ers of David

the son of Jesse.

° Philippson comments, "The poor shall live, and give

presents to the king (after the custom of the Kast ) from

the property- %vhich lie has recovered for him from tlio.se

who had withheld it from bim, and pray also for his

[ welfare."



PSALMS LXXIII. LXXIV.

BOOK TIIIllD.

PSALM LXXin.

1 1[ A Psalm of Assaph. Truly God is

good to Israel, to such as are pure of heart.

2 But as for me, it lacked but little that

my feet had Ijeen moved ; almost nothing was
needed that my steps had slipped.

3 For I was envious at the arrogant, when
I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

4 For there are no deadly fetters for them;*

but their strength is firm.''

5 The}- share not in the trouble of mortals,

and with men are they not afflicted.

G Therefore is pride their neck-chain;

violence envelopcth them as a garment."

7 Their eyes start out from fotness : they

have exceeded their heart's imaginings.^

8 They scorn, and speak wickedly of op-

pression : loftily do they speak.

9 They set their mouth in the heavens,

and their tongue walketh busily on the earth.

10 Therefore do his people turn away
hither: and waters of a full cup are drained

by" them.

11 And they say, How should God know?
and is there knowledge in the Most High?

12 Behold, these are the Avicked; and
yet prospering continually the}^ increase in

wealth.

13 Verily in vain have I thus cleansed

m}' heart, and have washed in innocency my
hands.

14 While I was afflicted all the day, and
my chastisement (came) every morning.

15 But if I were to say, I will speak thus:

behold, I would be treachei'ous' against the

generation of thy children.

16 And when I should think to know this,

it would be trouble in my eyes;

" Lit. "there are no fetters to their death."

'Lit. "fat."
" Redak and Jonathan, " the crown they put on their

head is obtained by violence." Rashi and Sforno render

n'jy with "shame:" "their violently obtained wealth

coveroth their shame."
* Rashi, "they have obtained more than their heart's

desire." Philippson, "the imaginings of their heart

swelleth over."
° Jonathan takes the first part of the verse as saying

that the wicked fall upon the people of God, "and many
tears are wrung from them."

17 Until I enter into the sanctuar}^ of God;
and understand what their future will be.

18 Surely thou placest them on slippery

spots: thou lettest them fixU down into de-

struction.

19 How are they brought into desolation,

as in a moment! they perish, they come to

their end with terrific events.*^

20 As a dream after awaking, Lord, re-

ject thou in wrath'' their image.

21 For it fermented in my heart, and in

my reins I felt sharp thrusts;

22 But I was indeed foolish, and I knew
it not: I was as a (thoughtless) bea.st with
thee.

23 Nevertheless I am continually with
thee: thou hast seized hold of me by my
right hand.

24 With thy counsel wilt thou guide me,
and afterward take me on to glory.

25 Whom have I in heaven? and beside

thee I desire nothing upon earth.

26 Though my fiesh and my heart should

fail: yet the rock of my heart, and my por-

tion will be God for ever.

27 For, lo, those that are far from thee

shall perish : thou destroyest every one that

strayeth away from thee.

28 But as regardcth me, to draw near to

God is good for me: I have put in the Lord
Eternal my trust, that I may relate all thy
works.'

PSALM LXXIV.

1 T[ A Maskil of Assaph. Why, God,
hast thou cast us off for ever? why will

thy anger smoke against the flocks of thy
pasture?

2 Remember thy congregation, which thou

' Rashi, "I wotild make them all traitors;" but Phi-

lippson, "Speaking thus would bring him in contradiction

to the pious—the sons of God, preeminently so called."

* Sachs, "as a shadowy image." Mendelssohn, "ter-

rific vision."

'' Jonathan. Rashi, Redak, and Aben Ezra, "in the

citj'," either Jerusalem where they have done much evil,

or any other where they were honoured. Jloderns render

t;'3 as Tj.'n3 "in awaking;" and Piiilippson, "Thou re-

jcctest their vain plans when thou wakest them up."

Sachs, "when they awake."
' Jonathan, "all the ordinances of thy messages."

751



PSALMS LXXIV. LXXV.

didst acquire of old; which thou didst redeem
as the tribe of thy inheritance: tliis mount
Zion. whereon thou hast dwelt.

;} Lift up thy steps" unto the perpetual

heaps of ruins; the enemy hath ill-used every
thing ill the sanctuary.

4 Thy adversaries have roared in the

midst of thy places of assembly; they have
set up their signs for signs.

5 (The enem}') is known as one that lifteth

up high axes against the thickets of a forest.

6 And now they hew in pieces the carved
work thereof altogether with hatchets and
hammers.

7 They have set on fire thy sanctuary: to

the ground have they proftxned the dwelling-

place of thy name.
8 They have said in their heart, We will

oppress** them altogether: they have burnt up
all the places of assembly of God in the land.

9 Our signs do we not see; there is no
more any prophet: and there is no one
among us that knoweth how long.

10 How long, O Cod, shall the adversary
utter defiance? shall the enemy blaspheme
thy name for ever?

11 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, and
th}^ right hand? (draw it) out of thy bosom—exterminate (them).

12 Since (thou) God art my King from
olden days, working salvation in the midst of
the earth.

13 It was thou that didst divide by thy
j

strength the sea : thou brokest in pieces the

!

heads of the crocodile'' on the waters. 1

14 Thou didst crush the heads of levia-

than, and gavest them as food to the people
inhabiting the wilderness.

1") Thou didst cleave fountain and stream:
thou didst dry up ever-flowing* rivers.

• Kodak; but Raslii, "tby blows and terrors tbat tbcy
be to the enemy as perpetual destructions, because of
the evil, kc."

'' Jonatlian, "Their children (or: from pj 'child') alto-

gether .said in tlicir heart, whoso fathers have," &c. Ilashi,

"their rulers;" but Redak and others, fruui nj' "to op-

press," "to overreach."
° D'J'Jn i.s rendered by I'hilippson here "crocodile,"

by others, "dragons;" and [n-lS "loviatiian" in next verse

with "dragon." IJut the words are like many proper
and generic names in Scripture, not certain in their pre-

cise signification.

* Lit. " niiglity," or those tlie water of which lias a con-
stant flow and docs not dry up in the hottest summer.

I

16 Thine is the day and thine is the
night : it is thou who hast prepared the lumi-
nary and the sun.

17 It is thou who hast set up all the bound-
aries ol' the earth : summer and winter thou
thyself hast formed.

18 Remember this, that the enemy hath
defied the Lord, and that a worthless fooUsh
people have blasphemed thy name.

19 Oh give not up unto the multitude of
enemies the soul of thy turtle-dove: the con-
gregation"' of thy afllicted do not thou forget

for ever.

20 Look unto the covenant; for the dark
places of the earth are full of the habitations

of violence.

21 Oh let not the oppressed return
confounded: let the poor and need}' praise

thy name.
22 Ai'ise, God, plead thy own cause:

remember thy defiance from the worthless
fool all the day.

23 Forget not the voice of th}' adversaries

:

the tumult of those that rise up against thee

asceudeth continually.

PSALM LXXV.
1 ^ To the chief musician, Al-tashcheth,

a psalm or song of Assaph.

2 We give thanks unto thee, God, we
give thanks, and nigh is thy name;' men re-

late thy wondrous deeds.

3 " For^' I Avill take up a fixed time when I

will judge uprightly.

4 The earth and all her inhabitants are

melting away; I myself establish firmlv her
pillars." Selah.

5 I said unto the arrogant. Deal not arro-

gantly: and to the wicked. Lift not up the
horn

:

' The
i":;> n'n is given by Rashi, " the life of thy," &c.

Others render riTlS "to boast of prey," as though "it were
written mtyn n-nS " to the beasts of the field." I'iiilipp-

son connects ly-jj n-nS and renders, "Give not up to the

savage soul thy dove, the soul of thy afllicted do not for-

get for ever." Jonathan renders pin with " the teachers

of thy law."
' Rashi, "it is in our mouth continually."
* Rashi regards this and the next verse as applied to

Israel, wlio at their appointed festivals act according to

the ordinances of God, and not riotously like the nations

at their feasts, and who sustained the world b}' tiieir re-

ceiving the Law. Others take these verses as spoken by

God, who will judge the world at the time fixed by him.



PSALMS LXXV.—LXXVII.

6 Lift not up on high your horn, speak

not Avith a stifliy erect neck.

7 For neither from the rising (of the sun),

nor from (his) setting, nor from the wilder-

ness of mountains (cometh) this;"

8 But God is the judge: he lowereth one,

and hfteth up another.

9 For there is a cup in the hand of the

Lord, and the wine foameth, it is full of mix-

ture; and he poureth out of the same; but

its lees they drain, they drink—all the wick-

ed of the earth.

10 But I will declare for ever; I will sing

praises to the God of Jacob.

11 And all the horns of the wicked will I

hew off; but the horns of the righteous shall

be exalted.

PSALM LXXVL
1 ^y To the chief musician on Neginoth, a

psalm or .song of Assaph.

2 In Judah hath God been made known

:

in Israel is his name great.

3 And in Salem was his tabernacle made,

and his dwelling-place in Zion.

4 There broke he the shining'' arrows of

the bow, shield, and sword, and battle.

Selah.

5 Thou art more brilliant, more excellent

than the mountains (full) of prey."

6 Bereft of reason'* are the stouthearted,

they slumber their sleep: and none of the

men of might have found (use of)" their hands.

7 From thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, lie

in deep sleep both chariot and horse.

8 Thou—thou art to be feared : and who
may stand in thy sight when once thy anger

(is kindled) ?

9 From heaven hast thou caused (thy)

sentence to be heard; the earth feared, and

became still,

10 When God rose to judgment, to save

all the lowly of the earth. Selah.

11 For the fury of man shall praise' thee:

the remainder of the fury wilt thou gird

about thee.

12 Make vows, and pay (them) unto the

Lord your God, all ye that are round about

him; let men bring presents unto him that

exciteth fear.

13 He will cut down the spirit of the

powerful : he is terrible to the kings of the

earth.

PSALM LXXVII.

1 ^ To the chief musician, on Jeduthun,

by Assaph a psalm.

2 I (lift up) my voice unto God, and I

cry
;

(I lift up) my voice unto God ; do then

give ear unto me.

3 On the day of my distress I sought the

Lord; in the night my hand was stretched

out, and did not cease: my soul refused to

be comforted.

4 I think of God, and moan : I reflect, and

my spirit is overwhelmed. Selah.

5 Thou boldest my eyes awake: I am
troubled and I cannot speak.

6 I think over the days of old, the years

of ancient times.

7 I call to remembrance my song in the

night; with my own heart I reflect: and my
spirit maketh diligent search.

8 Will the Lord cast me off for ever ? and

will he never more give his favour agaiii?

9 Is his kindness spent for ever? is his

promise come to an end for all generations?

10 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? or

hath he shut up in anger his mercies? Selah.

11 And I said. This shall be my entreaty,

(for) the years of the right hand« of the most

Hio-h.

' This verse is given after Rashi.
^ Redak. Rashi, "the winged messengers of the

bow." Jonathan, "arrows and bows." Sachs and

others, " the sparkling bow."
° ). e. Those inaccessible mountains where prey is

placed for safety ; but all of these avail nothing against

the power of God, before whom their security is nought.
" Rashi. Redak, "plundered," or "despoiled."
° Lit. " they have not found their hands," i. e. when they

wanted to strike, their hands were powerless.

' Rashi, "When the wicked are punished, mankind see

that against God their fury is nothing;" hence they con-

fess and praise his power. The fury of men is the weapon

of God (girt about him) with which they are punished,

while they retain but a remnant of their rebellion against

their Maker. Others render the last part of the verse,

"the remainder of the fury thou wilt restrain."

8 (. e. That time when God will again vindicate the

cause of his people; the rhjhl huml, metaphorical for

power. So do I'bilippson and Sachs translate after an

ancient Chaldean paraphrase inserted in Jonathan. Rashi,

"My thoughts tell me, This is not so; but only to afflict

me and to influence me with fear to return unto him, is

the right hand of God changed, (nuBf not "years," then,

but "changes,") which, formerly prevailing with might

crushed the enemy, hath now withdrawn itself."
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PSALMS LXXVII. LXXVIII.

12 1 will remomber the deeds of the Lokd;

for I will renieinber out of ancient times thy

wonders.

13 I will meditate also of all thy work,

and on thy deeds will I reilect.

14 O God, in holiness is thy way: where

is there a god so great as God?
15 Thou art the God that doest wonders:

thou hast made known among the people thy

strength.

16 Thou hast redeemed witli (a mighty)

arm th}- people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph.

Selah.

17 The waters saw thee, God, the waters

saw thee; they shook: also the depths

trembled.

18 The clouds poured outw^ater; the skies

sent forth thunder : also thy arrows sped along.

ID The voice of thy thunder was in the

whirlwind;" lightnings gave light to the

world; the earth trembled and quaked.

20 Through the sea led thy way, and thy

path was through mighty waters, and thy

footstejis could not be known.
21 Thou didst lead like a flock thy people

by means of Moses and Aaron.

PSALM LXXVIIL
1 T[ A Maskil of Assaph. Give ear, my

people, to my instruction: incline your ear

to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open with a parable my mouth; I

will utter riddles out of ancient times;

3 Which we have heard and know, and
which our fathers have related unto us.

4 We will not conceal them from their

children, relating to the latest generation the

praises of the Lokd, and his strength, and his

wonderful deeds which he hath done.

5 Yea, he established a testimony in Jacob,

and instituted a law in Israel, which he com-
manded our fathers, that they should make
them known to their children:

G In order that the latest generation might
know them, even the children that are to be

born ; that they may arise and relate them
to their children;

7 That they may place in God their hope,

and not forget the doings of God, but observe

his commandments;

' Mendelssohn,
of tliy thunder."

7&1

Rasbi, "by the rattling of the voice

8 And that they may not be like their

fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation;

a generation that had not directed their heart

firml}', and whose spirit was not faitiiful to

God.

9 The children of Ephraim, like well-

armed archers, that turn round on the day
of battle,

10 Kept not the covenant of God, and in

his law they refused to walk;
11 And they forgot his deeds, as also his

wonders which he had jjermitted them to see.

12 In the presence of their fathers did he
do wonders, in the land of Egypt, in the fields

of Zo'an.

13 He divided the sea, and caused them to

pass through ; and he made the waters stand

upright as a wall.

14 And he led them with the cloud by
day, and all the night with a light of fire.

15 He split rocks in the wilderness, and
gave them drink as out of the mighty deep.

16 And he brought forth running streams

out of the rock, and caused water to run down
like rivers.

17 But they repeated to sin yet more
against him, rebelling against the most High
in the desert.

18 And they tempted God in their heart,

by asking food for their desire.

19 Yea, they .spoke against God; they

said, Will God be able to set in order a table

in the wilderness?

20 Behold, he smote the rock, so that

the waters gushed out, and the streams over-

tlowed; shall he also be able to give bread?

or can he ])rovide tlesh for his peoi)le?

21 Therefore, when the Lord heard this,

he became wroth : and a fire was kindled

against Jacob, and anger also ascended

against Israel;

22 Because the}' had not believed in God,

and had not trusted in his salvation.

23 Then he ordained the skies from above,

and the doors of heaven he opened.

24 And he let rain down upon them manna
to eat, and the corn of heaven gave he unto

them.

25 Angels' bread did man eat: he sent

them provision to satisfaction.

26 lie caused an east wind to pa.ss along

tlie heavens : and he led forth by his strength

the south wind.
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27 And he let rain upon them flesh (as

plentiful) as the dust, and winged bii'ds like

the sand of the sea

:

28 And he let them fall in the midst of

their camp, round aI)out their hal)itati()ns.

29 And they ate, and were greatly satisfied,

and what they longed for he brought unto

them

;

30 They were not estranged from their

longing, yet was their food in their mouth

:

31 When the wratli of God ascended

against them, and he slew some of the fattest

of them, and the young men of Israel did he
strike down.

32 AVith all this they sinned again, and
believed not in his wonders.

33 Therefore he caused their days to come
to an end in nought, and their yeai's in dread.

34 When he slew them, then did they
seek him: and they returned and inquired

earnestly after God.
35 And they remembered that God was

their rock, and the most high God their re-

deemer.

36 Nevertheless they prayed insincerely

to him with their mouth, and Avith their

tongue they lied unto him.

37 For their heart was not firm with him,
and they were not faithful in his covenant.

38 But he, being merciful, forgave'' the

iniquity, and destroyed (thena) not: yen,

many a time turned he his anger away, and
did not awaken all his fury.

39 And he i-emembered that they are but
fle.sh; a spirit*" that passeth awa}', and re-

turneth not again.

40 How oft did they rebel against him in

the wilderness, grieve him in the desert!

41 Yea, they once more tempted God, and
set" limits to the Holy One of Israel.

42 They remembered not his hand, the
day when he ransomed them from the
adversary

;

43 When he displayed in Egypt his signs,

and his Avonderful tokens in the fields of Zo'an.

44 And he changed their rivers into blood

;

* The construction of the verse is in the future tense in

the text, giving it thus a general sense, that God is al-

ways luereiful and acts up to the same measure of good-

ness be showed the Israelites in the desert.

" When death takes place, the spirit leaves the hodj'

and returns not to it in the course of nature; and death

would be final unless the Creator himself gave new life.

and their running streams, that they could

not drink (of them).

45 He sent out among them various wild

beasts, which devoured them; and frogs,

which destroyed them.

40 And he gave unto the cricket their pro-

ducts, and their laboiu" unto the locust.

47 He slew with hail their vines, and their

sj^camore-trees with ice-bolts.''

48 And he siu-rendered to the hail their

cattle, and their herds to the lightning's

flashes.

49 He let loose against tliem the fierceness

of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and dis-

tress, a host of angels of misfortune.

50 He levelled a path for his anger; he
withheld not from death their soul, and their

life he surrendered to the pestilence

;

51 And he smote all the first-born in

Egypt; the first of their strength in the tents

of Ham

;

52 But he caused his own people to depart
like flocks, and guided them like a drove in

the wilderness.

53 And he led them in safety, so that they
felt no dread; but the sea covered over their

enemies.

54 And he brought them to his holy terri-

tory, even to this mount, which his right

hand had acquired.

55 And he drove out from before them na-

tions, and divided them by the measuring-
line as an inheritance, and he caused to dwell
in their tents the tribes of Israel.

50 Yet they tempted and rebelled against

the most high God, and his testimonies they
kept not;

57 But swerved aside, and dealt unfaith-

fully like their fathers; they turned about
like a deceitful bow.

58 And they provoked him to anger with
their high-places, and with their graven
images they moved him to jealous^'.

59 God heard this, and he became wroth,

and felt greatlj' disgusted with Israel

;

60 And he cast off the dwelling at Shiloh,*

" So Aben Ezra and Kedak ; meaning, they pretended

that his power was exhausted by what he had done.

Rashi, "they prescribed signs to God," wanted proof that

he was with them. (Exod. xvii. 7.) Sachs, "they
pained."

'' Philippson. Rashi, "a species of locusts."

' The place where Joshua erected the tabernacle.
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the tabernacle where he had chvelt" among
men;

61 And he gave up his strength unto cap-

tivity, and his glory into the adversary's

hand.

02 And he surrendered his people unto

the sword; and with his inheritance was he
wroth.

Co Ilis young men the fire devoured; and
his virgins were not demanded in marriage.

04 Ilis priests fell by the sword; and his

Avidows did not weep.

05 Then awoke the Lord as one that sleep-

eth, like a mighty man that shouteth by rea-

son of wine.

GO And he smote his enemies backward:
a perpetual disgrace laid he on them.

07 Yet was ho disgusted with the tent of

Joseph, and of the tribe of Ephraim he made
not choice;

08 But he chose the tribe of Judah, the

mount Zion which he loved.

09 And he built like high (mountains)''

his sanctuary, like the earth which he hath
founded for ever.

70 And he made choice of David his ser-

vant, and took him from the sheep-folds:

71 From following the ewes with young
he brought him, to feed Jacob his people, and
Lsrael his inheritance.

72 And he fed them according to the in-

tegrity of his heart; and by the skilfuhiess

of his hands did he lead them.

PSALM LXXIX.
1 T[ A psalm of Assaph. God, nations

have entered into thy heritage; tliey have
profaned thy holy temple; they have render-

ed Jerusalem heaps of ruins.

2 They have given the dead bodies of thy
servants as food unto the fowls of the heaven,

the llesh of thy pious ones unto the beasts of

the earth.

3 They have shed their blood like water
all round about Jerusalem; and no one buri-

eth tliom.

4 We are become a reproach to our neigh-

bours, a scorn and derision to those that are

round aliout us.

Jouathan. Philippson, "which he had placed among
men." '' Rashi, "like the hcavcn.s."

" lleb. "arm."
" Rashi, "undo the fetters of those," &c.
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5 How long. Lord? wilt tlioii be indignant
for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire?

Pour out thy fury over the nations tliat

acknowledge thee not, and over the kingdoms
that have not called on thy name.

7 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid

waste his dwelling-place.

8 Oh remember not against us the ini(iui-

ties of our fathers; make haste, let thy mer-
cies come to our aid; for we are very misera-

ble.

9 Help us, God of our salvation, because
of the glory of thy name; and deliver us, and
atone for our sins, for the sake of thy name.

10 Wherefore shall the nations sa^', Where
is their God? let there be made known among
the nations before our eyes, the vengeance for

the blood of thy servants Avhich hath been
shed.

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come
before thee : according to the greatness of thy
almighty power" preserve* thou those that

are doomed to death

;

12 And recompense unto our neighbours
sevenfold into their bosom their defiance

wherewith they have defied thee, Lord.

13 But we thy people and the flock of thy
pasture will give thanks unto thee for ever;

from generation to generation will we relate

thy praise.

PSALM LXXX.
1 ^ To the chief musician upon Shoshan-

nira; an 'Eduth' by Assaph; a psalm.

2 Shepherd of Israel, give ear, thou
that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that

dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.

3 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Me-
nasseh awaken thy might, and come to our
help.

4 God, cause us to return, and let thy
countenance shine, that we may be saved.

5 Loud of hosts, how long shall th}'

anger smoke against the prayer of thy peo-

ple?

6 Thou feedest them with the bread of

tears; and givest them tears to drink in

great measure.

7 Thou renderest us a contest unto our

t Probably a species of psalm, like Ma.skil, for " in-

struction;" so' E(/itt/i, "a testimony." So renders Rashi,

who conceives that the Psalmist indicates and prays for

three captivities.
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iioigliboiirs : and our enemies hold derision

among themselves.

8 O God of hosts, cause us to return, and
let thy countenance shine, that we may be
saved.

9 A vine didst thou remove out of Egypt:
thou drovest out nations, and plantedst it.

10 Thou didst clear out a place before it,

and it struck its root deeply, and it filled the

land.

11 Mountains were covered with its sha-

dow, and with its boughs the cedars of God.
12 It sent out its tendrils as lar as the

sea, and unto tire river its suckers.

13 Wherefore hast thou now broken down
its fences, so that all who pass by the way
pluck the fruit from it?

14 The boar out of the forest doth gnaw at

it, and what moveth on the field feedeth on it.

15 God of hosts, return; I pray thee

look down from heaven, and behold, and
think of this vine;

16 And of the sprout" which thy right

hand hath planted, and of the branch that

thou hast made strong for thyself

17 It is burnt with fire, it is hewn down:
because of the rebuke of thy countenance do
they perish.

18 Let thy right hand be over the man of

thy right hand, over the son of man whom
thou ha-st made strong for thyself.

19 Then Avill we not swerve from thee:

revive us again, and we will call on thy
name.

20 Lord God of hosts, cause us to re-

turn ; let thy countenance shine, that we
may be saved.

PSALM LXXXI.

1 ^ To the chief musician upon Gittith;

by Assaph.

2 Sing aloud unto God our strength : shout

joyfully unto the God of Jacob.

* Rashi, Jonathan, and other Jewish interpreters.

Others, after the Septuagint, take it as an imperative,

from uj :
" and establish what thy right hand hath planted

and the son whom thou hast made strong for thyself."
'' Some suppose these to be the words of the Psalmist,

referring to God, whom he had not known, and whom he

now heard. PhilippsoiL takes them as the words of God,

who says that he heard the prayer of a people (Israel)

that had not known him, and redeemed them, as farther

deseribed. Aben Ezra, "Then 1 (Israel) had to hear

the language of a people I did not understand."

3 Lift up psalm, and bring hither the tim-

brel, tile pleasant harp Avitli the psaltery.

4 Blow on the new moon the cornet, at

the time appointed, on the day of our
feast.

5 For this is a statute for Israel, an ordi-

nance by the (Jod of Jacob.

6 As a testimony in Josi-ph did he ordain

it, when he went out over the land of Egypt.
The language of one I understood not did I

hear.''

7 I removed from the l)urden his shoulder:

his hands left behind tiie burden-basket.''

8 In distress thou didst call, and I deliver-

ed thee; I answered thee in the secref" of the

thunder: I proved thee at the waters of Me-
ribah. Selah.

9 Hear, my people, and I will give warn-
ing unto thee ; O Israel, if thou wouldst but
hearken unto me

!

10 There shall not be among thee a foreign

god; nor shalt thou bow thj^self down to any
strange god.

11 I am the Lord thy God, who have
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt:
open wide tliy mouth, and I will fill it.

12 But my people did not hearken to my
voice; and Israel was not willing (to follow)

me.
13 So I let them go in the stubbornness of

their own hearts: and they walked in their

own counsels.

14 Oh that my people Avould hearken unto
me, that Israel would walk in ni)- ways!

15 In a little while would I subdue their

enemies, and against their adversaries would
I turn my hand.

16 The haters of the Lord should offer

flattery unto him ; but their" -time should en-

dure for ever.

17 And he would feed hini with the best''

of wheat ; and out of the rock would I satisfy

thee with honey.

" After Aben Ezra; t. e. the basket in which the newly
made bricks were carried to the kiln. Rashi, however,

"the cauldron," or "pot," as the Israelites had to per-

form all domestic labour besides that of briekmaking.
* llashi, "thou calledst me in secret, between me and

thee, and I answered thee publicly with the voice of

thunder."
' Most commentators explain, "the prosperity of Is-

rael;" but Rashi, "the punishment of the enemies."
' Lit. "the fat of wheat." A similar description is

found in Deut. xsxii. l;5, 14.
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PSALM LXXXIL
1 ^ A psahn of A^saph. God standoth in

the coiiLTOiration of god, in the midst of

judges doth lie judge.

2 How long will ye judge unjustly, and
treat with favour the iace of the wicked?
Selah.

3 Judge uprightly the poor and fatherless

:

do justice to the afllicted and needy.

4 Kelease the poor and needy: deliver

them out of the power of the wicked.

5 They know not, nor will they under-
stand; in darkness do they Avalk on: all the

foundations of the earth are moved.
G I have indeed said, Ye are gods; and

children of the most High are all of you.

7 But verily like men shall ye die, and
verily like one of the princes shall ye fall.

8 Arise, God, judge the earth; for thou
wilt possess" all the nations.

PSALM LXXXIII.
1 Tl A song or psalm of Assaph.
2 God, take no rest for thyself; be not

silent and keep not still, God.
3 For, lo, thy enemies make a tumult:

and they that hate thee have lifted up their

head.

4 Against thy people they take crafty

secret device, and they consult against those
thou protectest.

5 They have said, Come, and let us cut
them ofl" from being a nation; and the name
of Israel shall be remembered no more.

G For tliey have consulted cordially toge-

ther; against thee they make a covenant:
7 The tents of p]dom, and the Lshmaelites;

Moid), and the Ilagarenes;

S Gebal, and 'Amnion, and 'Amalek; the
Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre;

9 Also Asshur is joined with them; they
have become an arm"* unto the children of
Lot. Selah.

10 Do unto them as (unto) Midian; as to

Sis.sera, as to Jabin, at the brook Kishon

:

* All nations shall once acknowledfie God. Sforno,
"thou possosspst the righteous amonp all nations." Abcn
Ezra, "thou wilt be the portion of those who call on thee
among all the nations."

""
i'. f. Assistants.

" llashi conceives this Psalm to bo a prophecy of the
captivilj-, and says that even then Israel desires to be in

the courts of God. So also Sforno. I'hilippson takes

11 Who were annihilated at 'En-dor; they
became as dung for the ground.

12 Eender them, their noble.s, like 'Oreb,

and like Zeeb; yea, like Zebach and like Zal-
munna' all their princes;

13 Who said, Let us conquer for ourselves
the dwellings of God.

14 my God, render them like the this-

tle-down; like stubble before the wind.
15 As the fire burnetii up a forest, and as

the tlame setteth the mountains on fire

:

16 So pursue them Avith thy storm, and
with thy whirlwind do thou terrify them.

17 Fill their faces with .shame; that they
may seek thy name, Lord.

18 Let them be made ashamed and terri-

fied for ever and aye; yea, let them be put
to the blush and perish

:

19 That they may know that thou, Avhose

name is the Eternal, art by thyself alone, the

Most High over all the earth.

PSALM LXXXIV.
1 ^ To the chief musician up(m Gittith,

by the sons of Korach, a psalm.

2 How lovely are thy dwelling-places,

Lord of hosts

!

3 My soul desired,"" 3-ea, it also longed for

the courts of the Lord: my heart and my
flesh shout with joy unto the living God.

4 Even as the sfitirrow hath found a house,

and the swallow a nest for herself, where she

may lay her young;—(have I found)'' thy
altars, Lord of hosts, mv King, and mv
God.

6 Happy are they who dwell in thy house:

they will be continuallv praising thee. Se-

lah.

6 Happy is the man whose strong confi-

dence is in thee; (all) whose heart rellecteth

on the paths" (of righteousness).

7 Passing through the valley of weeping,

they will change it into a spring; also the

early rain covereth it with blessings.''

8 They go from strength to strength, each

of them appeareth before God in Zion.

it to be a hymn of one who had been compulsorily ab-

sent, and had just returned to the tem))le precincts.

* Kashi, "at thy altars, which arc ruined and are a

resting-place for birds:" the version in the text is partly

after Jl. .hulali Ihn Bil'am, followed by Mcndelssuhn,

Sachs, and I'hilipp.'ion. ' After Kashi.

' I'hilii)pson. Jonathan, " the wicked who ])ass throiigh

the depth of hell, these make it a .spring with their tears;
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9 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer:

give ear, God of Jacob. Selah.

10 (Thou,) our shield," behold, God, and
look upon the face of thy anointed.

11 For better is a day in thy courts than
a thousand (elsewhere) ; I would rather

choose to wait at the threshold of the house
of my God, than to dwell in the tents of

wickedness.

12 For a sun and shield is the Lord God;
grace and glory will the Lord give; he will

not withhold any good from tliose that walk
with integrity.

13 O Lord of hosts, happy is the man
that trusteth in thee.

PSALM LXXXV.
1 ^ To the chief musician, by the sons of

Korach, a psalm.

2 Thou hast'' been favourable, Lord,

unto thy land: thou hast brought back the

captivity of Jacob.

3 Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy
people, thou hast covered over all their sin.

Selah.

4 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath:
thou hast relinquished the fierceness of thy
anger.

5 Return unto us, God of our salvation,

and cause th}' ill-will toward us to cease.

G Wilt thou be angry with us for ever?

wilt thou extend thy anger from generation

to generation ?

7 Wilt thou not (now) revive us again,

that thy people may rejoice in thee?

8 Show us thy kindness, Lord, and grant

us thy salvation.

9 I will liear what God the Lord will

speak ; for he will speak peace unto his peo-

ple, and to his pious ones; only let them not

turn again to folly.

10 Surely, nigh is his salvation unto those

but blessings will cover those who return to the teach-

ing of the law." Rashi, "they will confess his

justice, and will invoke blessings on those who have
taught them righteousness." But these are merely alle-

gorical versions, mm, as in Joel ii. 23, means "the first

rain," which falls in November. The verso then means,
"Those who trust in God will regard even the parched

valley through which they have to pass, as it were, as

one supplied with springs; and then indeed will all be-

come bright for them, as the land dried up by the long

summer heats suddenly is wrapt in a mantle of green

when the early rain falls in Palestine; and so will they

that fear him; that glory may dwell in our
land.

11 Kindness and truth are met together;

righteousness and peace kiss each other.

12 Truth Avill grow up out of the earth;

and righteousness will look down from
heaven.

13 Yea, the Lord will also give the good;
and our land will yield its products.

14 Kighteousness will walk hrndy before

him; and will make (level) the way by its

steps.

PSALM LXXXVL
1 ^ A prayer of David. Incline, Lord,

thy ear, answer me ; ibr poor and needy am I.

2 Preserve my soul; lor I am pious: help

thy servant, thou my God, that trusteth in

thee.

3 Be gracious unto me, Lord; for unto
thee I call at the time.

4 Cause to rejoice the soul of thy servant;

for unto thee, Lord, do I lift up my soul.

5 For thou, Lord, art good and ibrgiv-

ing; and abundant in kindness unto all that

call on thee.

6 Give ear, Lord, unto my pra3-er; and
attend to the voice of my supplications.

7 On the day of niy distress will I call on
thee; for thou wilt answer me.

8 There is none like unto thee among the

gods, O Lord; and there is nothing like thy
works.

9 All the nations whom thou hast made
shall come and bow themselves down before

thee, Lord; and they shall ascribe honour
unto thy name.

10 For great art thou, and doing wondrous
things ; thou art God by thyself alone.

11 Teach me, Lord, thy way; I will

walk firmly in thy truth : unite" my heart to

fear thy name.

overcome difficulty after difficulty till they appear duly

before God at his residence.

' Kedak. Others make ".shield" the object, and ren-

der then, "Behold our shield, (the chief or iing,) O
God."

•" Philippson, "thou hadst," and .so in all the con-

struction to ver. 4. ^Mendelssohn, "Formerly thou didst

love thy land." The Psalm is either a prophecy for those

returned from the Babylnpian exile, or written by a son

of Korach soon after that event.

" Meaning, "let all the desires of the heart be directed

solely to the fear of God."
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12 I will thank tlioe, O Lord my C(xl,

with all my heart: and 1 will honour thy

name for evermore.

13 For thy kindness is great toward me:
and thou hast delivered my soul from the

grave' of the lower world.

14 Cod, the presumptuous are risen up
against me, and the assembly of the powerful

wicked have sought after my life; and have
not set thee before them.

15 But thou, Lord, art God, full of

mercy, and gracious, long-suffering, and abun-

dant in kindness and truth.

IG Oh turn unto me, and be gracious unto

me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and
save the son of thy handmaid.

17 Display on me a sign for good; that

tbo.se who hate me may see it, and be

ashamed; because thou, Lord, hast helped

me, and comforted me.

PSALM LXXXVII.
1 ^ By the sons of Korach; a psalm or

song. It is founded'' by him on holy moun-
tains.

2 The Lord lovcth the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3 Glorious things are spoken of thee,

city of God. Selah.

4 I will make mention of Rahal/ and

Babylon as those that know me; behold, here

is Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia:" "This
man was born there."

5 But of Zion will it be said, "This and

that man was born in her:" and the Most

High him.self doth establish her.

G The Lord will number when he writeth

down nations, '' This man was born there."

Selah.

7 And the singers" as well as the players

on instruments shall be there: all my springs

(of joy) are in thee.

* Rcdak. Raslii, "from the lowermost hell," and com-

iiicnts, "for the sin with IJuth-shcba', when Nathan said tn

him, 'The Loud hath let thy »m pass away, thou shalt

not die.'"
" Mendelssohn and Sachs, "his foundation," i.e. Jerusa-

lem and Zion. Our version is after I'hilippson. Ilors-

heinier, "The nioiintaius are the various liills on which

thy holy city is built." Kashi and other ancients take

this as a part of the title, and render, "Tlio Psalmist hath

founded it (the song) in behalf of the holy mountains."
• E^'ypt.

^ Meaning, but few, here and there one, are acquainted
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PSALM LXXXVIIL
1 ^ A song or psalm of the sons of Ko-

rach, to the chief musician upon Machalath-
le'annoth, a Maskil of Ileinan the Ezrachite.

2 O Lord the God of my salvation, by day
do I cry (and) at night I am before thee;

3 Let my prayer come before thee; incline

thy ear unto my entreaty;

4 For my soul is sated Avith troubles ; and
my life draweth nigh unto the nether world.

5 I am counted with tho.se that descend

into the pit; I am become as a man without

vigour

:

G Free' among the dead, like the slain

that dwell in the grave, whom thou remem-
berest no moi'e; and those that are cut off

by* thy hand.

7 Thou hast laid me in the pit of the

lower world, in darkness, in the depths.

8 Upon me lieth heavily thy fury, and
with all thy billows hast thou afflicted me.

Selah.

9 Thou hast removed my acquaintances

far from me ; thou hast rendered me an abo-

mination unto them : I am imprisoned, and I

cannot go forth.

10 My eye languisheth by reason of

affliction: I call on thee, Lord, every day,

I stretch out unto thee my hands.

11 "Wilt thou display wonders to the dead?
shall the departed ari.se (and) thank thee?

Selah.

12 Shall thy kindness be related in the

grave? thy faithfulness in the place of cor-

ruption?

13 Shall thy wonders be acknowledged in

the darkness? and thy righteousness in the

land of forgetfulness?

14 Yet I cry indeed aloud unto thee,

Lord; and in the morning shall my prayer

come before thee.

with God's mercy and worship him; hence they will have

to be recorded by the Lord himself when he reviews the

world; but in Zinn all arc (iod-fearing, every man born

there is holy to the most High.
• Kashi, " All my thoughts shall sing of the salvation

like those who play festive music." In our version, "in

thee" refers to Zion.
' i. c. H.iving no farther concern with life, cither to

enjoy or to act; whereas the living are bound to be duti-

ful in the ob.«ervance of eiiarity and goodness.

« llashi. Others, "from thy hand," «. e. protection,

incapable of happiness.
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15 Why, Lord, wilt thou cast off my
soul? (why) wilt thou hide thy lace from
me?

16 I am afllicted aud perishing from" my
youth up; I bear thy terrors, I am distracted.

17 Over me have the fires of thy wrath
pa.ssed; thy terrors have destroyed me;

18 They encompass me like water all the

time; they have closed in round about me
together.

19 Thou hast removed for from me lover

and friend, my acquaintances (are in)'' dark-

ness.

PSxVLM LXXXIX.
1 U A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrachite.

2 The kindnesses of the Lord will I for ever

sing; from generation to generation will I

make known thy faitlifulness with m}^ mouth.
3 For I have said, To eternity will kind-

ness be built up; the heavens—yea, in these

wilt thou establish thy faithfulness.

4 " P have made a covenant with my elect,

I have sworn unto David my servant,

5 Unto eternity will I establish thy seed,

and I will build up thy throne from genera-

tion to generation." Selah.

G And the heavens praise thy wonder,
Lord: also thy faithfulness in the assembly
of holy ones.

7 For Avho in the sky can be compared
unto the Lord? Avho can be likened unto the

Lord among the sons of the mighty?''

8 God is greatly terrific in the secret coun-

cil of the holy ones, and fear-inspiring over
all that are about him.

9 Lord God of hosts, who is powerful,

like thee, Eternal! and thy faithfulness is

round about thee.

10 Thou rulest over the pride of the sea:

when its waves are lifted u-p, thou assuagest

them.

• Rashi, "from being shaken," a.s one shaketh off the

dust; hence, "treinour," "anxiety."
'' Ilcdak. Kashi, "by my acquaintances I am con-

sidered in the dark, and I am withdrawn from them."
rhilipp.son, "my confidants are—the place of darkness,"
)'. ('. the grave alone is his friend.

° The words of God in 2 Sam. vii. 12, referred to, not
exactly quoted, in regard to David and his family, which
must have been in great danger when this psalm wag
composed.

'' Aben Ezra, "the stars;" Kedak, "angels;" and
Philippson, Sachs, &o , "Bons of God."

4 V

11 Thou didst crush Rahab as one that is

slain; with thy strong arm" didst thou scat-

ter thy enemies.

12 Thine are the heavens, also thine is the

earth: as for the Avorld and what filleth it,

thou hast founded them.
13 The north and the south'—these hast

thou created: Tabor and Chermon shall re-

joice in thy name.
14 Thine is the powerful arm, Avith niiuht

:

strong is th}- hand, and exalted is thy right

hand.

15 Righteousness and justice are the prop
of thy throne: kindness and truth precede
thy presence.

IG Happy is the people that know the

cornet's sound :« Lord, in the light of thy
countenance will they ever walk firmly.

17 In thy name will they rejoice all the

day: and in thy righteousness will they be
exalted.

18 For thou art the glory of their strength

;

and through thy favour will our horn be
exalted.

19 For of" the Lord is our shield; and of

the Holy One of Israel is our king.

20 Then spokest thou in a vision to thy
pious (servant), I have bestowed help to one
that is mighty; I have exalted a youth' out
of the people.

21 I have found David ray servant; with
my holy oil have I anointed him;

22 With whom my hand shall be firmly

established; also my arm shall strengthen

him.

23 The enemy shall not exact from him
like a lender; and the son of injustice shall

not afflict him.

24 And I will beat down before his face

his assailants, and those that hate him will I

plague.

25 But my faithfulness and mj* kindness

' Heb. "the arm of thy strength."
' Lit. "the right hand," which is the south when the

face is turned to the cast; so is Tabor on the west of

Palestine, Chermon on the east.

' The peculiar sounds which are known to Israel, which
they blow at their festivals at the sacrifices, and the day of

Memorial in particular. (See Lev. xxiii. 24; Num. x, 10.)
^ I. c. By God is the shield, the king, appointed. The

elevation of the family of David was not a mere matter

of chance, but a display of the divine will, and to be for

the future also.

' Jonathan. Rcdak, "a chosen one."
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PSALM LXXXIX.

shiill be with liim: and through my name
shall his horn be exalted.

2G And I will place on the sea his hand,

and on the rivers his right hand.

27 lie will call unto me, Thou art my
father, my God, and the rock of my salvar

tion.

28 Also I will appoint him my first-born,

the highest among the kings of the earth.

29 For evermore will I keep for him my
kindness, and my covenant shall stand faith-

fully with him.

30 And I appoint for ever his seed, and his

throne as the days of heaven.

31 If his children forsake my law, and
walk not in my ordinances;

32 If they profane my statutes, and keep
not my commandments:

33 Then will I visit with the rod their

transgressions, and with plagues their ini-

quity.

34 Nevertheless my kindness will I not

make utterly void from him, and I will not

act fiilsely against my faithfulness.

35 I will not profane my covenant, and
what is gone out of my lips will I not

alter.

3G One thing have I sworn b}' my holiness

that I will not lie unto David.

37 His seed shall endure for ever, and his

throne shall be like the sun before me.
38 Like the moon shall it be firmly esta-

blished lor ever, and as this f\\ithful witness

in the sky. Selah.

39 And yet thou hast cast off and de-

spised, thou hast become wroth with thy
anointed.

40 Thou hast made void the covenant of

thy servant ; thou hast profaned, down to the
ground, his crown.

41 Thou hast broken down all his fences;

thou hast brought his strong-holds to terror."

42 All that pa.<!s by the way plunder him:
he is become a reproach to his neigh U)urs.

43 Thou hast rai.sed up the right hand of
his assailants; thou hast caused all his ene-
mies to rejoice.

44 Thou hast also turned the edge of his

sword, and hast not let him stand erect in

the battle.

45 Thou hast made his brilliancy cease;

and his throne hast thou thrown down to the
ground.

40 Thou hast shortened the days of his

youth :'' thou hast enshrouded him with
shame. Selah.

47 How long, Lord, wilt thou hide thyself,

continually?" how long shall thy fury burn
like fire?

48 Kemember (what) I am. what my du-
ration is (here), for what nothingness thou
hast created all sons of men

!

49 What man is there that can live, and
shall not see death? that can deliver his soul

from the power of the nether world? Selah.

50 Where are thy former kindnesses,

Lord, which thou hast sworn unto David by
thy truth?

51 Remember, Lord, the di.sgrace of thy
servants; that I bear in my bosom the (bur-

den) of all the many nations

;

52 That thy enemies have defied, Lord;
that they have defied the footsteps'' of thy
anointed.

53 Blessed" be tlie Lord for evermore.

Amen, and Amen.

• Junatlian, "ruin," or "breach." are the enemies of the Lord, and they saj' his heels are
^ Jloilak explains this to mean the time of the Davidian

(

broken, (meaning, he—the redeemer—cannot,) wherefore
rule, which lasted but a short time compared with the [ he is not come as yet.

Icngtli of the captivity.
1 "In this manner end all the various books of the

• Ileb. "for ever." Sachs, "so entirely." |l Psalms, such as xli. Ixxii. Ixxxi.ic. cvii. and cl., which see.
'' Aben Ezra comments, "They that utter the defiance Philippson regards their terminations as dosologies.
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PSALMS XC. XCI.

BOOK FOUHTJI.

PSALM XC.

1 ]]" A riiAYKR of Moses the man of God.

Lord, a place of refuge' hast thou been unto

us in all generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought

forth, or thou liadst ever produced the earth

and the world, even from everlasting to ever-

lasting, thou art God.

3 Thou turnest man to contrition;'' and
sa^-est, Return je children of men.

4 For a thousand years are in thy e3'es

but as the yesterday when it is past, and as a

watch in the night.

5 Thou carriest them away as with a

flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning"

(thej' grow) like the grass which changeth.

6 Li the morning it blossometh, and is

changed; in the evening it is mowed oft', and
withereth.

7 For (thus) are we consumed by thy

anger, and by thy- ftuy are we terrified.*

8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee,

our concealed sins before the light of thy

countenance.

l) For all our days ai'e passed away in thy

wrath : we consume our years like a word
that is spoken."

10 The days of our Aears in this life*^ are

seventy years; and if by uncommon vigour

they be eighty, 3et is their greatness''' trouble

* Rashi. Lit. "dwelling," or "place of abiding"

against danger; hence, "refuge."
'' RasLi and Jo.scpb Kimebi, who conceive that suffer-

ings brought on man are the means alluded to, to effect

this contrition; they are followed by Mendelssohn and

Sachs. NDT stand for "contrite," in Isaiah Ivii. 15. But
Abcn Ezra, " Thou bringest man back (in his old age) to

dissolution, and saycst, Return ye (to the dust), O children

of men;" and so translate Philippson and Herxheimer.
' Rashi and Aben Ezra, 'pn "to change " Sachs and

others, "In the morning lie groweth up like grass—in

the morning he blossometh and groweth up," &c. Redak,

tiSni in ver. 6, "he is renovated," as though it were in

toe Ilqiliil from n'Snn, which has this meaning. Phi-

lippson iu.sists that this is the right sense, or rather,

"growing constantly larger," and then "in the evening it

is cut off," &c. Rut the Psalmi.st seems to say, that no

.sooner has man produced his flower, reached his best, than

he changes like the grass; be remains but a moment in his

glory ; and evening speedily following, he is then mowed
down and left to wither.

'' Sachs, "we decay." (See Isaiah Ixv. 23.)

and mishap; for it soon hasteneth ufl', and we
fly away.

11 Who knoweth the strength of thy an-

ger, and thy wrath which is like the fear of

thee?

12 Let us then know how to lunnber our

days, that we may obtain a heart endowed
with wisdom.

1.3 Return, Lord, how long yet?*" and
bethink thee concerning thy servants.

14 Oh satisfy us in the morning with tliy

kindness; that we may be glad and rejoice

throughout all our days.

15 Cause us to rejoice as many days as

those wherein thou hast afllicted us, the years

wherein we have seen unhappiness.

IG Let thy act be visible un thy servants,

and thy majesty over their children.

17 And may the beauty' of the Lokd our

God be upon us : and the work of our hands
do thou firmly establish upon us; yea, the

work of our hand.s—firmly establish thou it.

PSALM XCL
1 ^ lie'' who sitteth under the .secret pro-

tection of the Most High, shall rest inider the

shadow of the Almighty.

2 I will say of the Lord, who is my refuge

and my stronghold, my God; in whom I ever

trust,

3 That he will surely deliver thee from

'Rashi. Philippson, "sigh;" (Isaiah xvi. 7; Jer.

slviii. 31; Ezek. ii. 10.) Mendelssohn, "idle talk."

Herxheimer, " thought."
' Jonathan. Rashi refers Dn3 to "our iniquities;"

thus, "through these sins are the days, &c. but seventy

years." Sachs, " the years of our life—yea, these are

seventy years."
' Rashi. Aben Ezra, "strength," or "youth," "for it

is soon cut ofl"." Meudelssohn, "pride." Philippson,

" storm," /. c. the uneasy, stormy, excited state of exist-

ence; but I know not whence this meaning is derived.

The word 3m (AVi»j4) is found but here; hence the un-

certainty of its derivation, and commentators therefore

expound as they believe the context warrants. The same

is the case with other words of the kind.

^ J. e. Shall the punishment or evil endure?
' Sachs, "grace." Mendelssohn, "kindliness." Phi-

lippson, "favour," or "lovingness."
' Philippson, "He who sitteth under the protection of

the Most High, lodgeth under the Almighty's shadow: I

say unto the LonD, My refuge, &c.—for he, he will de-

liver," &c.
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PSALMS XCI.—XCIII.

the snare of tlie fowler, and from the pesti-

lence of destruction."

4 With his pinions will he cover thee, and

under his wings shalt thou find shelter:

shield and buckler is his truth.

5 Thou shalt not be afraid of the terror of

the night; nor of the arrow that llieth by

day;
6 Nor of the pestilence that stalketh in

darkness; nor of the deadly disease that

Avasteth at noonday.

7 There shall fall at th}' side a thousand,

and ten thousand at thy right hand; unto

thee (however) shall it not come nigh.

8 Only with thy eyes shalt thou behold

it, and see the recompense of the wicked.

9 Because thou hast (said),* The Lord is

my protection ; the Most High hast thou

made thy refuge;

10 No evil shall befall thee, nor shall any
plague come nigh unto thy tent.

11 For his angels will he give charge con-

cerning thee, to guard thee on all thy wa^'s.

12 Upon (their) hands shall they bear

thee, that thou mayest not dash against a stone

thy foot.

13 Upon the fierce lion and asp shalt thou

tread : thou shalt trample under foot the

young lion and serpent.''

14 Because he hath fixed his desire upon
me, therefore will I release him; I will set

him on high, because he knoweth my name.
15 lie Avill call on me, and I will answer

him: with him Avill I be in distress; I will

deliver him, and grant him honour.

IG With length of days will I satisfy him,

and I will let him see my salvation.

PSALM XCII.

1 T[ A psalm or song for the sabbath day.

2 it is a good thing to give thanks unto

the LoKD, and to sing praises unto thy name,
most High

:

3 To tell in the morning of thy kindness,

and of thy faithfulness in the nights,

4 Upon a ten-stringed instrument, and

* Philippson renders nun "wickedness;" niet.nphorical,

"the plague of wickedness;" not the actual pestilence

which is spoken nf in v. 6.

' Ilashi, who supplies "said." Others take these as

the words of the Psalmist, " Because thou, O Lord, art

my refuge."
" Elsewhere rendered "dragon," "monster," &c.
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upon the psalter}-; and with the sweet''

sound of tlie harp.

5 For thou hast caused me to rejoice,

LoKD, through thy doing: because of the

works of thy hands will I trimnph.

G How great are thy works, O Lord! ex-

ceedingly profound are thy thoughts.

7 A brutish man knoweth it not; and a

fool cannot understand this.

8 When the wicked spring up like herbs,

and when all the workers of wickedness do
flourish: it is that they may be destro3ed

evermore.

9 But thou art exalted to eternity, Lord!

10 For, lo, thy enemies. O Lord, for, lo,

thy enemies shall perish; all the workers of

wickedness shall be scattered.

11 But thou exaltest my horn like that

of a reem : I am anointed with fresh oil.

12 And my eye looketh on (the pimish-

ment of) those that regard me with envy;
of the evildoers that rise up against me my
ears shall hear it.

13 The righteous shall spring up like the

palm-tree: like a cedar in Lebanon shall he
grow high.

14 Planted in the house of the Lord in the

courts of our God shall they spring up.

IT) They shall still llourish in high old

age; they shall be vigorous and covered

with foliage;

16 To declare that the Lord is upright : he
is my rock, and there is no faultiness in him.

PSALM XCIII.

1 Tl The Lord reigneth, he is clothed with

excellency; the Lord is clothed, he hath

girded himself with strength : (therefore) also

the world is firmly established, that it cannot

be moved.
2 Firmly established is thy throne fi"om

the beginning: from everlastiu"; art thou

(God).

3 The rivers have lifted up, Lord, the

rivers have lifted up their voice; the rivers

lift up their waves.

^ One opinion cited by Alien Ezra; another referred to

l)j' Iiim would make Hi'i'iaynn an instrument, perhaps a

guitar. So also I'hilippson. I?ut if we derive p'jn from

run "to meditate," the meaning would justly be the

meditation, soothing, or sweet sound elicited from the

strings of the harp. Hence, Mendelssohn, "waked to

thinking by the harp."



PSALMS XCIII—XCV.

4 (But) more than the noise of jircat wa-

ters, than the mighty billows of the sea, is the

Loud excellent on high.

5 Thy testimonies are exceedingly stead-

fast: in thy house ahideth holiness," Lokd

to the utmost length of days.

PSALM XCIV.

1^0 God, of vengeance,'' Lord! O God

of venseance, shine forth.

2 Lift up thyself, Judge of the earth:

bring a recompense upon the proud.

3 How long shall the wicked, Lord—
how long shall the wicked exult?

4 They siiutter, they speak hard tilings;

all the workers of wickedness boast them-

selves.

5 Thy peo]ile, Lord, they crush, and

thy heritage they afflict.

6 The widow" and the stranger they slay,

and the fatherless they murder.

7 And they say, The Lord will not see, and

the God of Jacob will not take notice of it.

8 Understand, ye brutish among the_ peo-

ple : and ye fools, when will ye become intel-

ligent?

9 He that hath planted the ear, shall he

not hear? or he that hath formed the eye,

shall he not see?

10 He that admonisheth" nations, shall he

not correct? is it not he that teacheth man
knowledge?''

11 Tlie Lord knoweth the thoughts of.

man, that they are nought.

12 Happy is the man whom thou admo-j

nishest, Lord, and teachest him out of the
|

law

;

I

13 That thou mayest grant him repose

from the days of evil, until the pit be dug for

the wicked.

14 For the Lord will not cast off his peo-

ple and his inheritance will he not forsake.

• Rashi. Redak, "holiness graccth thy house."

Others, "bccometli thy house."
^ Veii'rc.'ince in man may be the resnlt of malevolenee,

because he is subject to passion, and may punisli unjustly

;

hence we arc prohibited (Lev. six IS) from taking re-

venue on those who have injured us; but to tlie Omni-

scient belongs properly the prerofrative of vcnjieance ; be-

cause retributiiin is the hiphost prerogative of justice,

and this the more in Him who knows all secrets, and is

not liable to forgetfulness, and whose very chastisement is

mercy.
• ID" generally means "to chastise;" and so do Aben

15 For inito righteousness Avill justice re-

turn; and it shall be followed l>y all the up-

right in heart.

IG Who will rise up for me against evil-

doers? or who will stand Ibrward for me
against the workers of wickedness ?

17 Unless the Lord had been a help unto

me, but a little would have been wanting

that mv soul had dwelt in the silence of death.

18 When 1 said, My foot hath slipped: thy

kindness, Lord, sustained nie.

19 In the multit\ide of my (painful)

thoughts within me, thy con.solations delight

my soul.

20 Can there be associated with thee the

throne of destructive wickedness, which fram-

eth mischief as" a law?

21 They band themselves together against

the soul of the righteous, and innocent blood

do thev condemn.
22 But the Lord is become my defence,

and my God, the rock of my refuge.

23 And he will bring back upon them

their own injustice, and in their own wicked-

ness Avill he 'destroy them ;
(yea,) he Avill de-

stroy them—the Lord our God.

PSALM XCV.

1 Tl Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord:

let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salva-

tion.

2 Let us come Ijefore his presence with

thanksgiving, and shout joyfully unto him

with psalms.

3 For a great God is the Lord, and a great

King above all gods;

4 In whose hand are the deep places of the

earth; and whose are the heights of moun-

tains;

5 Whose is the sea, and who hath made it

;

and who.se hands have formed the dry land.

6 Oh come, let us prostrate ourselves and

Ezra and Rcdak explain it, as having reference to great

national calamities like the flood, &e.; but Jonathan ren-

ders, "is it possible that he who gave to his people the

law .should not chastise them when they are guilty?"

and hence I'hilippson, generally, as in our version, "who

warneth."
" Jonathan, Mendelssohn, and others connect this part

of verse 10 with ver.'e 11 : "he who teacheth man know-

ledge—the Lord, knoweth," &c.

' Rashi. Others, "against the law," ». c of God. The

mischief this confederacy of the ungodly do is contrary to

the divine commands.
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Ixiw down : let us kneel before the Lord our

Maker.
7 For he is our God ; and we are the peo-

ple of his pasture, and tlie flock of his hand;

yea, tliis day, if ye will hearken to his voice,

S Harden not your heart, iis at Meribah,

as on the day of the temptation in the wil-

derness :

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved

me, although they had seen my doing.

10 Forty years long did I feel loathing on
this generation, and I said, It is a jieople of

an erring heart; and they truly acknowledged
not my wa3s;

11 So that I had sworn in my wrath, that

they should not enter into my rest.

PSALM XCVI.

1 ^ Oh sing unto the Lord a new song:

sing unto the Lord, all the lands.

2 Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; an-

nounce irom day to day his salvation.

3 Relate among the nations his honour,

among all the people his wonders.

4 For the Lord is great, and greatly

praised : he is to be feared above all gods.

5 For all tlic gods of the nations are idols;

but the Lord hath made the heavens.

C Glory and majesty are before him:
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe unto the Lord, ye families of

the people, ascribe unto the Lord honour and
strength.

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour (due

unto) his name: bear hither a present, and
come unto his courts.

!) Bow down unto the Lord in the beauty

of holiness: tremble befoi'e him, all ye
lands.

10 Say among the nations, "The Lord
reigneth;" (therefore) also the world is ever

firmly established that it shall not be moved

:

he will judge the people in uprightness.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the

earth be glad; let the sea roar, with all that

fiUeth it.

12 Let the field exult, and all that is

therein : then shall all the trees of the forest

sing for joy,

13 Before the Lord; for he cometli, for he

cometh to judge the earth; he will judge the

world with righteousness, and nations in

his truth.
7UG

PSALM XCVII.

1 ^ The Lord reigneth; let the earth be

glad; let the multitude of isles rejoice.

2 Clouds and thick darkness are round
al)out him: righteousness and justice are the

support of his throne.

A fire goeth before him, and burnetii

up round al)out his adversaries.

4 His lightnings give light to the Avorld

:

the earth seeth it, and trembleth.

5 The hills melt away like wax at the

presence of the Lord, at the presence of the

Lord of all the earth.

G The heavens tell of his righteousness,

and all the people see his glor^-.

7 Made ashamed shall be all that serve

graven images, that l^oast themselves of idols

:

unto him bow down all the gods.

8 Zion heareth it, and rejoiceth; and glad

are the daughters of Judah, because of thy
decrees, Lord.

9 For thou, Lord, art the most high

above all the earth: thou art greatly exalted

above all gods.

10 Ye that love the Lord, hate ye the

evil : he preserveth the souls of his pious

ones; out of the hand of the wicked he ever

delivereth them.

11 Light is sown for the righteous, and
joy for the upright in heart,

12 Rejoice, ye righteous, in the Loud; and
give thanks to his holy memorial.

PSALM XCVII I.

1 ^ A psalm. Oh sing unto tlie Lord a

new song; for he hath done wonderful things:

his right hand and his holy arm liave gotten

him the victory.

2 The Lord hath made known his salva-

tion ; before the eyes of the nations hath he

revealed his righteousness.

3 He hath remembered his kindness and
his truth toward the house of Israel: all the

ends of the earth have seen the sidvatiou of

our God.

4 Shout joyfully unto the Lord, all tlie

lands: break forth, and rejoice, and sing

praises.

5 Sing prai.ses unto the Lord with the harp,

—with tlie harp, and the voice of psalmody.

With trumpets and the sound of cornet

shout joyfully b<?fore the King, the ]>ord.



PSALMS XCIX.—CII.

7 Lot tlio soa roar, witli all that filleth it;

till' Avorlil. with those that dwell therein.

8 Let the rivers clap their hands; let the

mountains he joyful tojj;ether,

9 Before the Lord; for he conieth to judge
the earth: he will judge the world with right-

eousness, and nations with equity.

PSALM XCIX.
1 ^ The LoKD reigneth; nations tremble:

he sitteth enthroned over the cheruhini; the

earth is moved.
2 The LoKD is great in Zion; and he is

exalted ahove all the people.

3 They will praise thy name, great, and
terrible, (and) holy it is;

4 And" the power of the king who loveth
justice; thou hast established equity; justice

and righteousness hast thou truly executed
in Jacob.

5 Exalt ye the Lord our God, and bow
yourselves down before his footstool; he is

holy.-
G Moses and Aaron were among his priests,

and Samuel among those that call on his

name; they called on the Lord, and he an-
swered them.

7 Li the pillar of cloud he used to speak
unto them; they kept his testimonies, and
the statutes which he had given unto them.

8 Lord, our God, tliou didst answer
them : thou wast a forgiving God unto them,
yet also an avenger for their wrong doings.*"

9 Exalt the Lord our God, and bow your-
selves down before his holy mount; for holy
is the Lord our God.

PSALM C.

1 ^ A psalm of thanksgiving. Shout joy-
fully unto the Lord, all ye lands.

2 Serve the Lord with joy; come before
his presence with triumphal song.

3 Know, that the Lord is God indeed: it

is he that hath made us, and his are we"

—

his people and the tlock of his pasture.

* So Raslii and other commentators, who conceive "they
will praise" is to bo understood before this verse also;
thus :

" And tlicy will praise the power of the king," &e.

;

but Aben Ezra, "And the power is the king's, who lov-

eth justice."

" So Jonathan, Rashi, Sec. ; but Aben Ezra and Rcdak
refer it to the rebellion of Korach, and wc should then
render, "and thou didst avenge the false accusations

against them." But it more probably means, that even

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his

courts with prai.se: give thanks unto him,
ble.ss his name.

5 For the Lord is good; to eternitj' en-

dureth his kindness; and unto the latest ge-

neration his truth.

PSALM CL

1 ^ By David, a p.salm. Of kindness and
justice will I .sing: unto thee, Lord, will I

sing praises.

2 I will carefull}' regard the way of tlie

perfect: oh when wilt thou come unto me?
I will walk in the integrity of my heart in

the midst of my hou.se.''

3 I Avill not set before my eyes a godless

thing; to commit a departure (from righteous-

ness) do I hate; it shall not cleave to me.
4 A perverse heart shall depart from me:

evil will I not know.
5 Whoso slandereth in secret his neigh-

bour, him will I destroy: whoso hath proud
eyes and a haughty heart, him will I not
suffer.

6 My eyes shall be upon the fiiithful of the
land, that they may abide with me: he that
walketh in the way of the perfect, he it is

that shall serve me.
7 He that practiseth deceit shall not dwell

within nn' house: he thatspeakcth falsehoods

shall not succeed before my eyes.

8 Every morning will I destroy all the
wicked of the land, cutting off from the city

of the Lord all the wrong-doers.

PSALM CII.

1 1[ A prayer of the aillicted, when he is

overwhelmed, and poureth out before the
Lord his complaint.

2 Lord, hear my prater, and let my cry
come unto thee.

3 Hide not thy face from me on the day
when I am distres.sed; incline unto me thy
ear; on the day when I call, answer me
speedily.

the beloved of God do not escape the punishment due to

their transgressions, so even-handed is divine justice.

I'liilippson regards this verse as applied to all Israel, not
to Jloses, Aaron, and Samuel.

° So is the Kiri iSi; but the K'lih is xSi "not we our-
selves," we are not the architects of our own fortune. Or
might it not be thus rendered as a question, " and are we
not his people ?" &c.

'' Rashi explains, "no less in secret than in public."
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4 For my days vanish in smoke, and my
bones are burning like a heartli."

5 Struck (by heat) like the herb and dried

up is my heart ; lor I forget to eat my bread.

6 Because of the voice of my groaning my
bones cleave to my tlesh.

7 I am like the pelican of the wilderness:

I am become like the owl amid ruins.

8 I watch, and I am become like a (night-)

bird sitting alone upon the housetop.

9 All the day my enemies reproach me;
they that mock'' me swear by me.

10 For ashes do I eat like bread, and my
drink I mingle with weeping

;

11 Because of thy indignation and thy

Avrath ; for thou hadst lifted me up, and hast

cast me down.
12 My da3s are like a shadow that de-

clineth ;" and like the herb I wither.

13 But thou, Lord, wilt sit enthroned

forever; and thy memorial is unto all genera-

tions.

14 Thou wilt indeed arise; thou wilt have
mercy upon Zion ; for it is time to favour her,

for the appointed time is coming.

15 For thy servants hold dear her stones,

and her very dust they cherish.

16 Then shall nations fear the name of

the Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy

glory

:

17 When the Lord shall have built up

Zion, he appeareth in his glory,

18 (When) he hath regarded the prayer

of the forsaken, and doth not despise their

prayer.

19 This shall be written down for the

latest generation; and the people which shall

be created shall praise the Lord.

20 F'or he hath looked down from the

height of his sanctuary; the Loud hath cast

from heaven his view to the earth;

21 To hear the sighing of the prisoner;

to loosen those that are doomed to death;

22 That men may proclaim in Zion the

name of the Lord, and his praise in Jerusa-

lem ;

* Mendelssohn, "arc eonsumod as a firebrand."
'' Raslii. Kedak, "who rave about me." I'hilippson,

"who would make nic a fool." "Swear by nie" means
that they say, " May I beeome like him, if I iiavo done so."

" Others, "lengthened," f, e, toward night; but it is

the same as declining—toward cstinction by the coming
darkness.
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23 When nations are gathered together,

and kingdoms, to serve the Lord.—
24 He hath weakened on the way my

strength ; he hath .shortened my days.

20 I will say, my God, take me not

away in the midst of my days: throughout
all generations are thy ^ears.

20 In olden times didst thou lay the found-

ations of the earth; and the heavens are

the work of thy hands.

27 These will indeed perish, but thou wilt

ever exist: yea, all of them will wear out

like a garment; as a vesture wilt thou change
them, and they will be changed;

28 But thou art ever the same, and thy

years will have no end.

29 The children of thy servants will dwell

(securely), and their seed will be firmly

established before thee.

PSALM CIIL

1 ^ Of David. Bless, my soul, the

Lord: and all that is within me, his holy-

name.
2 Bless, my soul, the Lord, and forget

not all his benefits:

3 Who forgiveth all thy iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases;

4 Who redeemeth from the pit* thy life;

who crowneth thee with kindness and mer-
cies;

5 Who satisfieth with happiness thy spi-

rit;' so that thy youth is renewed like the

eagle's (plumage).^

The Lord executeth righteousness, and
justice for all that are oppres.sed.

7 He made known his ways unto Mcses,

unto the children of Israel his acts.

8 Merciful and gracious is the Lord, long-

suffering and alnuulant in kindne.«s.

9 Not for all eternity will he contend: nor

will he for ever retain his anger.

10 Not in accordance with our sins hath he

dealt with us; nor according to our iniquities

hath he requited us.

11 For as high as heaven is above the

* Others, "destruction."
° Abcn Ezra. Jonathan, "old ago." Lit. "ornament,"

which old age is to the good, and the spirit to the chief

of God's creation. Redak, "mouth." (Sec Ps. xxxii. !•.)

' Kashi ; but I'hilippson conoeives that it merely means

that the youth spoken of should be renewed to be as

vigorous as the caglo is,
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earth, .so mighty is his kindness toward tho.se

that tear him.

12 As Car as the oast is from tlic west, .so

far hath he removed from us our tran.sgres-

sions.

13 As a father hatli mercy on his children,

so hath the Loud mercy on those that fear

him.

14 For he knowetli our frame ;" he remem-
bereth that we are dust.

15 As for man, like the grass are his

days: as the blossom of the field, so doth he

bloom.

IG When a wind passeth over it,'' but it

Ls gone; and its place will recognise it no
more.

17 But the kindness of the Lord is from

everlasting to everlasting over those that

fear him, and his righteousness unto chil-

dren's children

;

18 To such as keep his covenant, and to

those who remember his precepts to execute

them.

19 The Lord hath established in the hea-

vens his throne; and his kingdom ruleth

over all.

20 Bless the Lokd, ye his angels, mighty
in strength, that execute his word, hearken-

ing unto the voice of his word.

21 Bless ye the Lord, all his hosts; ye his

ministers, that execute his will.

22 Bless the Lord, all his works, in all

the places of his dominion : bless, my soul,

the Lord.

PSALM CIV.

1 iy Bless, my soul, the Lord. Lord
my God, thou art very great; with glory and
majesty art thou clothed.

2 (Thou art he) who wrappeth himself in

light as with a garment; Avho strctcheth out

the heavens like a curtain
;

3 Who frameth of the waters the beams of

his upper-chambers; who maketh the clouds

* i. e. The manner we were made, our mind wavering,

our body perishable. Others think IX' is used to repre-

sent the ilisposilivn, either good or bad, of man. Phi-

lippsnn renders," our framing," /. r. what we do.
'' Philippson, after Kashi, "over him," "he is," &c.

Redak, "so will his (man's) place," &c. Rashi explains

"wind" to moan "the sickness preceding death."
" The Psalmist represents the first appearance of tlie

earth after the creation, perfect in its mountains and val-

leys, but ail covered over with the sea, (deep, or abyss,)

his chariot; who walketh along upon the

wings of the wind;
4 Who maketh the winds his messengers;

flaming fires his ministers;

5 Who hath foinided the earth upon her
bases, that she should not be moved to all

eternity.

Thou"" hadst covered the deep as a gar-

ment (over it) : above the mountains stood

the waters.

7 At thy rebuke thoy fied, at the voice of

thy thunder they hastened away.
8 They ascended mountains; they went

down valleys, unto the place which thou
hadst founded for them.

9 Bounds hast thou .set which they cainiot

pass over; that they return not again to

cover the earth.

10 (Thou art he) who sendeth springs

into the vallejs,'' between mountains they run
along.

11 They give drink to all the beasts of the

field; the wild asses quench (thereon) their

thirst.

12 By them have the fowls of the heaven
ever their habitation, from between the

branches they send forth their voice.

13 Who watercth the mountains from his

upper-chambers: from the fruit of thy works
is the earth satisfied.

14 (Thou art he) who causeth grass to

grow for the cattle, and herbs by" the service

of man; that he may bring forth bread out

of the earth;

15 And wine that maketh joyful the heart

of man, (and)*^ oil to l)righten his face, and
bread which strengthcncth the heart of man.

16 Full of sap are the trees of the Lord;

the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath plant-

ed;

17 Where the birds make their nests: the

stork—fir-trees are her house.

18 The high mountains are for the wild

goats; the rocks are a shelter for the conies.

which has to retire into its proper rccepfablc at God's re-

buke, unwilling in a niea.sure to lose its dominions, but
obeying at length the will of the Creator.

'' Redak. Jonathan, " sendeth out springs to become
streams."

• Aben Ezra, &c. Philippson, "for the use of roan."
' Raslii. Sachs, "that his countenance ma)' shine

more than oil." Philippson, "than from oil." Ilerx-

heinier, "as it (the wine) maketh the face more shining

than oil."
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19 lie liatli mafle the moon for seasons: the

sun knowetli his going down.
20 Thou causest darkness, and it becometh

niglit, wherein creep forth all the beasts of

the forest.

21 The young lions roar after their prey,

and ask from God their food.

22 The sun arisctli, they Avitlidraw (to

their lairs), and lie down in their dens.

23 Man goetli (then) forth unto his Avork,

and to his labour until the evening.

24 How manifold are thy works, Lord!

in wisdom hast thou made them all: the

earth is full of thy riches."

25 Here is this great and w'ide-extended

sea; therein are moving things without num-
ber, living creatures both small and great.

26 There the ships make their way:
(there also) is that leviathan, whom thou
hast made to sport therein.

27 All of these wait upon thee, to give

them their food in its due season.

28 What thou givcst them they gather : thou
openest thy hand, they are satisfied with good.

29 Thou hidest thy face, they suddenly
vanish :'' thou takest away their spirit,*^ they
perish, and to their dust they return.

30 Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are

created: and thou renewest the face of the

earth.

31 The glory of the Lord will endure for

ever; the Lord avIU rejoice in his works:
32 He who looketh down on the earth,

and she trembleth; who toucheth the moun-
tains, and they smoke.

33 I will sing unto the Lord Avhile I live:

I will sing praise to my God while I e.xist.

34 May my speech be agreealjle to him : I

will indeed rejoice in the Lord.
30 May the sinners cease from off the

earth, and the wicked be no more. Bless,

my soul, the Loud. Hallelujah.''

PSALM CV.

1^0 give thanks unto the Lord; call on

* Lit. "acquisitions."
^ Mendelssohn, as in Isaiah Isv. 23, the sudden or

speedy transition from life to death ; here the effect of

God's hiding his countonance. Jonathan and others

simj)!}', "they arc terrified." Sachs, "they become a

prey to terror."

" Others, "breath;" and so in next verse.
'' Tills is a compound word from i'7Sn hallihi, "praise

his name: make known among the people his

deeds.

2 Sing unto him, sing praises unto him:
speak of all his wonderful works.

3 Glorify yourselves in his holy name

:

let the heart of those rejoice that seek the

Lord.

4 Inquire after the Lord and his strength

:

seek his 2;)resence evermore.

5 Remember his wonderful works Avhich

he hath done; his tokens, and the decrees of

his mouth;
G ye seed of Abraham his sei'vant, 3-6

children of Jacob, his elect.

7 He is the Lord our God: over all the

earth are his decrees.

8 He remembereth his covenant for ever,

the word which he hath commanded, to the

thousandth generation,

9 Which he covenanted with Abraham;
and his oath unto Isaac;

10 And he established it unto Jacob as a
statute, unto Israel as an everlasting cove-

nant :

11 Saying, L^nto thee will I give the
land of Canaan, as the portion"" of your in-

heritance.

12 When they were but a few men in

number; yea, very few, and strangers in it;

13 And when thej- wandered from one na-

tion to another, from one kingdom to another
people

:

14 He suffered no man to oppress them:
yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;

15 (Saying,) "Touch not my anointed,

and do my prophets no harm."

—

16 And he called for a famine over the

land; every staff of bread he broke.

17 He sent a man before them; for a ser-

vant was Joseph sold

;

18 They forced into fetters his feet; in

iron was his body put

:

19 Until the time that his word came' to

pass; the saying of the Lord had purified

him.

ye," and rr Jah, (yah,') "the Lord." Wc shall leave it

untranslated, as it has passed into the modern languages .is

a familiar word.
* Lit. "cord," or that which is measured by a survey-

or's cord or line. Others, "lot."
' Kashi refers "his word" to God; Aben Ezra, to

Joseph, )'. f. whose prophecy or interpretation was ful-

filled, which w.is the cause of his being sent for.
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20 The king" sent and unfettered him;
the ruler ot" people, and let him go free.

21 He appointed h'nn lord of his house,

and ruler of all his possession:

22 That he might bind liis prinees at his

pleasure; and teach his ancients wisdom.
20 Then came Israel into Egypt; and

Jacob sojourned in the land of Ilam.

24 And he increased his people greatly;

and made them stronger than their adver-

saries.

25 He turned their heart to hate his peo-

ple, to deal subtilely with his servants.

20 He sent Moses his servant; Aaron also

whom he had made choice of

27 They displayed among tliem his effective

signs, and wonders in the land of Ham.
28 He sent darkness, and made it dark;

and they rebelled not against his word.

29 He changed their waters into blood,

and slew their lish.

30 Their land brought forth frogs in abun-

dance, in the very chambers of their kings.

31 He spoke, and there came various wild

beasts, lice also within all their boundary.

32 He gave them as their rain hail, and
flames of fire in their land.

33 And he smote their vines and their fig-

trees ; and broke the trees within their bound-
ary.

34 He spoke, and the locusts came, and
crickets,'' and that without number.

35 And they ate up all the herbs in their

land, and ate up the fruit of their ground.

36 And he smote all the first-born in their

land, the first of all their strength.

37 And he brought them forth with silver

and gold: and there was not one that stum-
bled among his tribes.

38 Eg3']ot rejoiced when they departed;

for the dread of them was lallen upon
them.

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering;

and fire to give light in the night.

40 The people asked, and he brought
quails, and with heavenly bread he satisfied

them.

41 He opened the rock, and the waters

gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a

river.

' So Rashi. Aben Ezra, however, " God sent a king

who unfettered him."

42 For he remembered his holy word given
to Abraham his servant.

43 And he brought forth his people with
gladness, with joyful .song his elect.

44 And he gave them the lands of nations;

and the labour of the people they oljtained as

an inheritance

:

45 So that they might observe his statutes,

and keep his laws. Hallelujah.

PSALM CVI.

1 *\] Hallelujah. Oh give thanks unto the

Lord; for he is good; for to eternity endureth
his kindness.

2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the

Lord? who can publish all liis praise?

3 Happy are those that observe justice,

that execute righteousness at all times.

4 Remember me, Lord, when thou fa-

vourest thy people : oh visit me with thy sal-

vation
;

5 That I may look on the happiness of thy
elect, that I may rejoice in the joy of thy nar

tion, that I may glorify myself with thy in-

heritance.

6 We have sinned" together with our fa-

thers, we have committed iniquity, we have
done wickedly.

7 Our fathers did not rellect on thy won-
ders in Egypt: they remembered not the

multitude of thy kindnesses; but rebelled at

the sea, even at the Red Sea.

8 Nevertheless he saved them for the sake

of his name, to make known his might.

9 He I'ebuked the Red Sea also, and it was
dried up: and he led them through the

depths, as through the wilderness.

10 And he saved them from the hand of

him that hated them, and redeemed them
from the hand of the enemy.

11 And the waters covered their adversa-

ries: not one of them was left.

12 Then believed they in his words; they

sang his praise.

13 Speedily they forgot his works; they

waited not for his conn.sel

:

14 And they felt a lustful longing in the

wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.

15 And he gave them what they had
asked; but sent dryness into their soul.

Pbilippson, as in Joel, pV with "grub."
The national sin.s since the exodus arc here recounted.
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IG Moreover tlioy envied' Moses in the

camp, and Aaron tlie holy one of the Lord.

17 The earth opened and swallowed up
Datlian, and covered over the company of

Abiram.
IS And a fire was kindled in their com-

pany; the ilame burnt up the wicked.

I'J They made a calf in Iloreb, and bowed
themselves down to a molten image.

20 And they exchanged their glory for

the similitude of an ox that eateth herbs.

21 The}' forgot God their saviour, who had
done great things in Egypt;

22 Wonders in the land of Ilam, terrible

things by the Red Sea.

23 lie therefore spoke of destroying them;
had not Moses his elect stood in the breach
before him, to turn away his fury, that he
miglit not destroy.

24 And they despised the pleasant land,

they believed not in his Avord

;

25 But they murmured in their tents ; they
hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord.

2G He therefore lifted up his hand against

them, to cause them to fall in the wilder-

ness:

27 And to let their seed fall among the

nations, and to scatter them in the lands.

28 And they joined themselves unto Ba'al-

pe'or, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.''

29 And they provoked him to anger with
their deeds : and there broke in among them
the plague.

30 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed
judgment:'' and the plague was stayed.

31 And it was accounted unto him for

righteousness, unto all generations for ever-

more.

32 They angered him also at the waters
of Meribah, and evil happened to Moses for

their sake;

33 Because they had imbittered his spirit,

and so he spoke thoughtlessly with his lips.

" RasLi, "the3' made Moses angry."
*

I. e. The idoU which arc iuauimate, in opposition to

"the living UoJ" of Israel.
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34 They did not exterminate the nations,

which the Loud had indicated to them;
35 But they mingled themselves among

the nations, and learned their doings.

36 And they served their idols; and these

became unto them a snare.

37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and
their daughters unto the evil spirits;

38 And they shed innocent blood, the
blood of their sons and of their daughters,

whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Car
naan: and the land was polluted with blood-

guiltiness.

39 Thus wore they made unclean through
their own doings, and went astray with their

own deeds.

40 Therefore was the Avrath of the Lord
kindled against his people, and he felt dis-

gust for his own inheritance.

41 And he gave them up into the hand of

the nations; and there ruled over them those

that hated them.
42 And their enemies also op]ircsscd them

;

and they were subdued under their hand.

43 Many times did he deliver them; but

they rebelled with their counsel; and they

were brought low through their inifjuity.

44 Nevertheless he looked on when they
were in distress, when he heard their en-

treaty.

45 And he remembered unto them his

covenant, and he bethought himself accord-

ing to the abundance of his kindnesses.

46 And he caused them to find mere}'' be-

fore all those that had carried them away
captive.

47 Save us, Lord our God, and gather

us from among the nations, to give thanks
unto thy holy name, to triumph in thy
praise.

48 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel

from everlasting even to everlasting: and let

all the people sa}-, Amen, Hallelujah.

° Abon Ezra ; but Jonathan, as though it were SSisn'l

"and he prayed."
'' Lit. "And he gave them unto mercy."
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BOOK FIFTH.

PSALM CVII.

1 ^ Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for he
is good; for unto eternity cnduretli his kind-

ness.

2 Thus lot the Lord's redeemed say, even
these wlioin lie hath redeemed from the hand
of the adversary ;"

3 And hath gathered them out of the (var

rious) lands, from the east, and from the

west, from the north, and from the sea.*"

4 They wandered about in the wilderness,

in the desert path f they could not find an
inhabited'' city.

5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul within

them fainted.

6 Tlien they cried unto the Lord when
they were in distress, (and) out of their af-

flictions he delivei'ed them.

7 And he led them forth on the right way,
that they might go to an inhabited cit3^

8 They (therefore) shall give tlianks unto

the Lord for his kindness, and (proclaim)"

his wonders to the children of men!
9 For he satisfied the longing soul, and

the hungr}- soul he filled with good.

—

10 Such as sit in darkness and in the sha-

dow of death, bound in misery and (fetters

of)*^ iron;

—

11 Because they have rebelled against the

words of God, and have contemned the coun-

sel of the Most High;
12 And he humbled with trouble their

heart; they stumbled, and there was none to

help

;

13 But when they cry unto the Lord when
the}^ are in distress, he saveth them out of

their afflictions;

1-4 He bringeth them out of darkness and

• Aben Ezra, Redak and others, the same as nii" "dis-

tress."
"" Sforno, " the Red Sea," which is to the south of Pa-

lestine. Redak remarks, the south is not mentioned be-

cau.se, from its heat, it is not much travelled.

" Sforno, "trackless desert;" but thus is precisely the

way through the sea or desert, immediately obliterated.

'' Eug. vcr. and I'hilippson, "a city to dwell in."

' Aben Ezra and Redak. Others supply TVOy llffX

"and for his wonders (which he hath done) to," &o.
' Lit. "prisoners of misery and iron

"

the shadow of death, and teareth their bands
asunder.

15 They (therefore) shall give thanks unto

the Lord lor his kindness, and (proclaim) hi.s

wonders to the children of men!
IG For he hath broken the doors of cop-

per, and the bolts of iron hath he hewn asun-

der.

—

17 Fools, because of their transgression,

and because of their iniquitie.?, are afflicted.

18 All manner of food their soul abhor-

reth; and they draw near unto the gates of

death

;

19 But when they cry unto the Lord when
they are in distress, he saveth them out of

their afflictions.

20 He sendeth his word and heuleth them,

and deliveretli them from their graves.'-'

21 They (therefore) shall give thanks unto

the Lord lor his kindness, and (proclaim) his

wonders to the children of men!
22 They shall also sacrifice the sacrifices

of thanksgiving, and relate his deeds with

joyful song.—
23 They who go down to sea in ships, who

do business on great waters;

—

24 These have seen the works of the Lord,

and his wonders on the deep.

2-3 For he spoke, and he rai.sed the stormy
wind, which lifteth up its waves.

20 They would mount up to heaven, they

would go down to the depths : their soul wa.s

melted because of their danger.''

27 They would reel to and fro, and stag-

ger like a drunken man, and all their wisdom
was exhausted.'

28 And they cried untt) the Lord when
they were in distress, and he brought them
out of their afllictions.

"So Redak. Others, "their destruction." In the

whole construction of this Psalm the future alternates

rapidly with the past; wherefore either tense may be

adopted in the translation.

^ Redak. Lit. "evil," i'. c. misfortune, or the conse-

quence of it; here evidently the danger awaiting the

crew from shipwreck.
' Lit. "was swallowed." Aben Ezra, "was hidden as

though it were not." Eug. vcr., "they are at their wit's

end." Philippson, "all their wisdom was at an end."

1. e. as regards devising means of escape.
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29 He calmed tlie storm into a whisjxT,

and stilled -were the waves of the sea.

30 And they were rejoiced because they

Avere silent; and then he guided them unto

their desired haven.'

31 They (therefore) shall give thanks unto

the Loud lor his kindness, and (])roclaim) his

wonders to the children of men l^

32 And they must exalt him in the con-

gregation of the people, and in the as-sembly"

of the elders must they praise him.

—

33 lie changeth rivers into a wilderness,

and water-springs into pai'ohed ground;
3-1 A fruitful land into a salty waste, for

the wickedness of those that dwell therein.

35 He changeth the Avilderness into a pool

of water, and desert land into water-springs.

36 And there he causeth to dwell the

hungry, that they may found an inha])ited

city;

37 And they sow fields, and plant vine-

yards, that they may yield the fruits of the

(annual) product.''

38 He also blesseth them, and they multi-

ply greatly ; and he suflereth not their cattle

to diminish.

39 They" were also diminished and bowed
low through oppression, misfortune, and sor-

row:
40 He (then) poureth contempt upon

princes, and causeth them to wander in a

pathless wilderness.

41 And he exalteth the needy from misery,

and maketh (Iiis) families like flocks.

42 The righteous shall see it, and rejoice;

but all wickedness shall stop her mouth.
43 Whoever is wise, let him observe these

things, and let (all) understand the kindness

of the Lord.

PSALM CVRL'

1 T[ A song or psalm of David.

2 My heart is firm, O God; I will sing

and give praise, even with my spirit.

° Rnshi, "bnundary."
' The l{abbins say that four classes are bound to re-

turn public thanks: tlin.fc who have returned from a

journey through the wilderness, who have been impri-

soned, been sick, and lastly, who have returned from sea.

Mo<lerns interpret this I'salm as referring to those re-

turned from the Habylonian e.xile, and explain it meta-
jihorieally for all Israel, who had undergone various mis-
haps from the destruction of the temple.
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3 Awake, p.saltery and harp: I will wake
up the morning-dawn.

4 I will give thee thanks among the peo-
ple, O Lord: and I will sing praises unto thee
among the nations.

5 For great above the heavens is thy kind-

ness: and thy truth reacheth even 'unto the

skies.

Exalt thyself above the heavens, God

;

and above all the earth thy glorj-.

7 In order that thy beloved may be de-

livered; help with thy right hand, and an-

swer me.
8 God hath spoken in his holiness; I will

exult, I will divide Shechem, and the valley

of Succoth will I measure out.

9 Mine is Gil'ad, and mine is Menas.seh;

Ephraim also is the strong-hold of my head;
of Judali are m}' chiefs.

10 Moiib is my washpot; upon Edom will

I cast my shoe; over Philistia will I triumph.

11 Who will bring me into the fortified

city? Avho will lead me as far as Edom?
12 Behold, it is thou, God, who hast cast

us off; and thou, God, goest not forth with

our armies.

13 Give us help against the a.ssailant

:

for vain is the help of man.
14 Through God shall we do valiantly; for

he it is that will tread down our adversaries.

PSALM CIX.

1 ^ To the chief musician, by David, a

psalm. God of my praise, do not keep
silence.

2 For the mouth of the wicked and the

mouth of deceit are opened against me; they
have spoken with me with the tongue of

falsehood.

3 Also with words of hatred have they en-

compassed me; and they fight against me
without a cause.

4 In recompense for my love" are they my
accusers; while I have nothing but prayer.

° Lit. "scat," where the ciders sit together.
^ Redak, "fruit and products."
' Mendel.ssohn connects the verses in this way : " If

they are diminished, kc.—then doth he pour out contempt
upon princes—and delivereth the needy from oppres-

sion," &c.
' This Psalm is from 1 to 6 the same as Ps. Ivii. 6, 8-

1"2; and from 7 to 11 nearly as Ix. 7-14.
' Hashi, "my love to tlice."
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5 And they impose evil on me in recom-

pense for good, and hatred in lieu of my love.

6 Appoint" thou a wicked man over him

:

and let an accuser stand at his right hand.

7 When he is to be judged, let him go

forth guilty: and let his prayer become sin.

8 Let his days be few; and let another

take his office.''

9 Let his children be fatherless, and his

wife a widow.
10 Let his children l)e continually moving

about, and beg: and let them seek (their

bread) out of their ruined places.

11 Let the creditor lay snares after all

that he hath ; and let strangers plunder his

labour.

12 Let him have none that extendeth

kindness; and let there be none that is gra-

cious to his fatherless children.

13 Let his posterity be cut off; in another

generation let their name be blotted out.

14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be re-

membered by the Lord; and let the sin of

his mother not be blotted out.

15 Let them" be before the Lord continu-

ally, that he may cut off from the earth their

memory.
16 For the reason that he remembered not

to show kindness; but persecuted the poor

and needy man, and the grieved in heart to

put him to death.

17 As he loved cursing, so let it come over

him: and as he delighted not in blessing, so

let it be far from him.

IS And he clothed himself with cursing as

with his garment: audit cometh like water

within him, and like oil into his bones.''

19 Let it be unto him as a garment in

which he wrappeth himself, and for a girdle

let him be continually girded with it.

20 Let this be the reward of my accusers

fronr the Lord, and of those that sj^eak evil

against my soul.

' Mendcls-sohn and others take all from vcr. 6 to 19 as

the curse of D.ivid's enemies against him; while the

greater part of the commentators regard it as the outbreak

of feeling of the Psalmist against the chief of those who
persecuted him relentlessly without the least regard to

justice. Redak conceives this one to be Doeg, who be-

trayed his staying with Achimelech to the enraged Saiil.

• Rashi. Redak, "his property," or "his wife."

" i. e. The iniquity and sin just spoken of.

•* Philippson, "as water and oil penetrate substances, so

may the inner part of the wicked be penetrated by the curse."

21 But thou, Eternal Lord, deal with

me for the sake of thy name: because thy

kindness is good, deliver thou me.

22 For poor and needy am I, and my
heart is deeply wounded within me.

23 Like the shadow when it declineth do

I hasten away: I am driven suddenly off

like the locusts."

24 My knees sttmible through fasting; and

my Hesh faileth of fatness.'

25 And I am become a reproach unto

them: when they see me, they shake their

head.

26 Help me, Lord my God : save me
according to thy kindness;

27 That they may know that this is thy

hand; that thou, Lord, hast truly done it.

28 Let them then cur.se, but do thou bless

;

when they arise, let them be made ashamed

;

but let thy servant rejoice.

29 Let my accusers be clothed Avith confu-

sion, and let them wrap themselves, as with

a mantle, in their own shame.

30 I will thank the Lord greatly with my
mouth; and in the midst of many will I

praise him.

31 For he ever standeth at the right hand

of the needy, to save him from those that

judge*^ his soul.

PSALM ex.

1 ^ By David, a psalm. The Etenial

saith unto my lord. Sit thou at my right

hand, until I place thy enemies as a stool for

thy feet.

2 The staff of thy strength will the Eter-

nal stretch forth out of Ziou : rule thou in

the midst of thy enemies.

3 Thy people will bring freewill-gifts on

the day of thy power, in the ornaments of ho-

liness ; as out of the bosom of the morning-

dawn, so is thine the dew of thy youth.''

4 The Lord hath sworn, and will not re-

'
{. c. Which are suddenly destroyed at times by rain

or carried away by a storm. (See Exod. x. 19.)
' Philippson, " my flesh dceeivcth, because there is no

oil," i. e. to anoint therewith, anointing being omitted

during a fast.

« Sachs, "that condemn his soul
"

'
{. e. The dew, the emblem of blessing, which he had

so long deserved, shall now come to him as the actual dew

drops on the earth, so to say, out of the bosom of the

morning-dawn. This verse is rendered after Philippson.

Rashi, interpreting this Psalm as applied to Abraham,
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pent of it. Thou shalt bo a priest" for ever

after the order of MalUi-zedek.

The Lord at thy right hand crusheth

king.s on the day of his wrath.

G lie will judge among the nations—there

shall be a fulness of corpses—he crusheth

heads on a wide-spread land.

7 From the brook will he drink on the

way -y^' therefore will he lift up the head.

PSALM CXL
1 ^ Hallelujah. I will thank the Lord

with all (my) heart, in the council of the up-

right, and in the congregation.

2 Great are the Avorks of the Lord, they

are !=!ought for (by them) in all their desires."

3 Glorious and majestic is hi.s doing, and
his righteousness endureth for ever.

4 He hath made a memorial for his won-
derful works: gracious and merciful is the
Lord.

5 He hath given sustenance unto those

that fear him: he will for ever be mindful
of hi.s covenant.

6 The power of his works hath he told

unto his people, that he might give them the
heritage of nations.

7 The works of his liands are truth and
justice: faultless'' are all his precepts.

8 They are well supported for ever and
eternally; they are framed in truth and up-

rightness.

9 Redemption hath he sent unto his peo-

ple; he hath commanded his covenant for

ever: holy and to be feared is his name.
10 The beginning of wi.sdom is the fear of

the Lord: a good'" understanding have all

renders, "Thy pooplc will come voluntarily unto thee on
the diiy of thy gathering an army; this shall be thine be-

cause of the beauties of holiness which thou hadst from
thy earliest ago, soon after thou didst leave thy mother's
wntnb; to thee sliall be accounted the way of righteousness

which thou didst follow in thy youth, to be as pleasant

as the dew." Sachs, accordingly, "Thy people, volunta-

rily coming on the day of the gathering of thy army, is in

holy ornament ; out of the bosom of the morniug-dawn
(floweth) unto thee the dew of thy youth."

• Aben Ezra, "minister," or "servant," to serve the

Lord. Malki-zedek was king and priest at Salem, after-

ward Jeru.salem ; and .so the king it is .said here shall be
both tenipnral chief and a priest in the general sen.se, not

Bacrificial, or servant of Ood. So abso, "you shall be
unto me a kingdom of priests." (Kxod. xix. G.) This
precisely was David, as he superintended and organized
the temple worship, without infringing on the office of
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that fulfil (his commandmcnt.s) : his praise'

endureth for ever.

PSALM CXII.

1 T[ Hallehijah. Happy is the man that

feareth the Lo]{i), that greatly .delighteth in

his commandments.
2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth

:

the generation of the upright shall be blessed.

3 Plenty and riches shall be in his house:

and his righteousne.ss shall endure for ever.

4 There ariseth in the darkness a light to

the upright; he is gracious, and mercil'ul, and
righteous.

5 Well^ will it be with the man who is

kind, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs

with justice.

Surely unto eternity shall he not be

moved : in everlasting remembrance shall

the righteous be held.

7 Of an evil report shall he not be afraid:

his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord.

8 Well supported is his heart, he shall not

be afraid, until he lookoth on (the i)imish-

ment of) his assailants.

9 He distributeth, he giveth to the needy;
his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn
shall be e.xalted in honour.

10 The wicked shall see it, and be vexed;
he will gnash with his teeth, and melt away:
the longing of the wicked shall perish.

PSALM CXIII."

1 ^ Hallelujah. Prai.«:e, ye servants of

the Lord, praise ye the name of the Lord.

2 Let the name of the Lord Ijc blessed

from this time forth and for evermore.

the Aaronitic priesthood, in which a stranger, though

king of Israel, could not mingle.
' "In the haste of pursuit the king will not stop to

have the water brought, but drink it as he finds it on his

way."

—

Herxiieimkr. Hut I'hilippson, '-Wlierever he

goes God provides him the brook to (juench his thirst,

and so to acquire a complete victory."

" Sforno and Kabbi Morenus; meaning, the righteous

seek for the works of the Lord, to satisfy themselves in

all their desires.

'" Ixedak. Lit "faithful," "approved," or "found true."
' Others, "good success," &c.
' i. e. God's praise. Aben Ezra and Itedak, "the

praise of the man that obscrveth the precepts," &c.

' Rcdak; but Jonathan, "the good man hath pity on

the poor and lendeth."
' This and Psalms cxiv. csvii. arc called "the (Egyp-

tian) Ilallel."
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3 From the rising of the sun unto his go-

ing down the name of the Lord is" praised.

4 High above all nations is the Lord,

above the heavens is his glory.

5 Who is like the Lord our God, who
dwelleth on high?

6 Who condescendeth*' to view what is

done in heaven, and on the earth?

7 lie raiseth up out of the dust the poor,

from the dunghill he ILfteth up the needy;

8 That he may set him with princes, even

with the princes of his people.

9 He causeth the barren woman to dwell

in the midst of (her) household," the joyful

mother of children. Hallelujah.

PSALM CXIV.

1 ^ When Israel went forth out of Egypt,

the house of J acob from a people of a strange

language

:

2 Judah became his sanctuary, (and) Is-

rael his dominion.

3 The sea l)eheld it, and fled: the Jordan

was driven backward.

4 The mountains skipped like wethers, the

hills like lambs.

5 What aileth thee, sea, that thou

fleest ? thou, Jordan, that thou art driven

backward?
Ye mountains, that ye skip like wethers?

ye hills, like lambs?
7 At the presence of the Lord tremble,''

earth, at the presence of the God of Jacob;

8 Who cliangeth the rock into a pool of

water, the flint into a fountain of water.

PSALM CXV.
1 ^ Not for our sake, Lord, not for our

sake," but unto thy name give glory, for the

sake of thy kindness, for the sake of thy

truth.

* Kedak. Others, "let the name of the Lord be

praised."
' Redak, who also quotes a version by others, "who

dwcUcth so high in heaven, and sceth so deep on the

earth." Rashi, who is followed by Sachs, &c. : "Who
looketh down so deeply, (who is) in heaven and on

earth."
" Redak and Aben Ezra. Rashi, allegorically, " Zion,

who is like a barren woman, will he cause to be inha-

bited as the joyful mother of children." Philippson,

"the barren one of the hou.sc ho causeth to dwell, as," &c.
'' Aben Ezra, one opinion, "the earth trembleth;"

'Sin as infinitive absolute, not iinpcrativo. But Ra.shi,
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2 Wherefore should the nations say.

Where now is their God?
3 Whereas our God is in the heavens:

whatsoever he dcsireth hath he dcme.'

4 Their idols are silver and gold, the work
of the hands of man.

5 A mouth they have, but speak not;

eyes they have, but see not

;

G Ears they have, but hear not; a nose

they have, but smell not.

7 They have hands,*^ but they touch

not; they have feet, but they walk not:

nor do they give any utterance by their

throat.

8 Like them are those that make them;

every one that trusteth in them.

9 Israel, trust thou in the Lord—he is

their help and their shield.

10 house of Aaron, trust ye in the Lord
—he is their help and their shield.

11 Ye that fear'" the Lord, trust ye in the

Lord—he is their help and their shield.

12 The Lord hath even been mindful of

us, he wall bless (us) ; he will bless the

hou.se of Israel; he will bless the house of

Aaron.

13 He will bless those that fear the Lord,

the small together with the great.

14 May tlie Lord increase you more and
more, you and your children.

15 Blessed are ye of the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.

16 The heavens are the heavens of the

Lord; but the earth hath he given to the

children of men.
17 Not the dead can praise the Lord,

nor all tho.sc that go down into the silence

of death.'

18 But as for us we will bless the Lord

from this time forth and for evermore. Hal-

lelujah.

"before the Lord who producoth the earth," as though

it wore SSinon.
° Rashi, with the comment, "deal with us." Others,

"Not to us give glorj', but to thy name."
' Others, "whatsoever he desireth that he doeth."

' There is a change of construction in the text, and

might be rendered, "as regardeth their feet these do

not walk," &c.
" Rashi here, "the proselytes;" in cxviii. 4, "the

Levites." Aben Ezra, " those that fear God among all

nations."
' Lit. "silence," i. c death where there is no speech."

(See Ps. xciv. 17.)
^
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PSALM CXVL
1 ^ It is lovely to nie° that the Lord

hcarcth my voice, my supplications.

2 For he hath inclined his car unto me;
thcrclbrc throughout all my da}^ will 1 call

on him.

)j The bands of death had compassed me,

and the pangs of the nether world had over-

taken me; 1 had met with distress and sor-

row:
4 I then called on the name of the Lord,

I beseech thee, Lord, release my soul.

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

and our God is merciful.

G The Lord preserveth the simple : I was
in misery, and he helped me.

7 Return, my soul, unto thy rest; for

the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from
death, my eyes from tears, my feet from fiilling.

9 I will walk before the Lord in the land

of life.

10 I believe, therefore will I speak: I was
greatly aiilicted;

11 I indeed said in my des2)ondency,

Every man is a liar.*"

12 What shall I give in return unto the

Lord for all his Ijounties toward me?
13 The cup of salvation Avill I lift up, and

on the name of the Lord will I call.

14 My vows will I pay unto the Lord,

yea, in the presence of all his people.

15 Grievous in the eyes of the Lord is the

death of liis pious ones.

IG O Lord, truly am I thy servant; I am
thy servant,—the son of thy handmaid : thou
hast loosened my fetters.

17 Unto thee will I offer the sacrifice of

thanksgiving, and on the name of the Lord
will I call.

IS My vows will I pay unto the Lord,

yea, in the presence of all his people,

* Riislii and Abcn Ezra. ReJak supplies, "the Lord;"
tliii?, "I love (the Lord), bcciuse the Lord Leareth."

"' Ra.shi, one opinion, "I said in my ha.ste to escape

from Sail], Every man, even Samuel who had anointed

nic as king, is a liar." The verses thus mean, "At pre-

sent, seeing the fulfilment of God's truth, ho would speak

confidently—in times past he was greatly atllieted; in the

despondency (or hastiness) thence occurring be had
doubted both men and Providence; all words, all pro-

phecy was deemed a deception."

•Jonathan, "Tn the name of the Lord (I trust),
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19 In the courts of the house of the Lord,

in thy midst, O Jeru.salem. Hallelujah.

PSALM CXVII.

1 T[ Praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise

him, all ye people.

2 For mighty is his kindness rtver us: and
the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.

Hallelujah.

PSALM CXVIII.

1 T[ give thanks unto the Lord; for he
is good ; because unto eternity endureth his

kindness.

2 Let Israel then say so; because to eter-

nity endureth his kindness.

3 Let the house of Aaron then say so; be-

cause to eternity endureth his kindness.

4 Let those who fear the Lord tlien say so;

because to eternity endureth his kindness.

5 From the midst of distress I called on

the Lord: the Lord answered me with en-

largement.

6 The Lord is for me; I will not fear:

what can a man do unto me?
7 The Lord is for me. among tho.se that

help me: therefore shall I indeed look on (the

punishment of) those that hate me.
8 It is better to seek shelter with the

Lord than to trust in man.
9 It is better to seek shelter witli the Lord

than to trust in princes.

10 All nations encompassed me about; but

in the name of the Lord I will surely'' cut

them off.

11 They encompassed me about; yea,

they compassed about: but in the name of

the Lord I will surelj' cut them off.

12 They encompassed me about like bees;

they blazed** up like the fire of thorns; but in

the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off.

13 Thou hast thrust violently at me that

I might fall ; but the Lord assisted rac.

therefore will I destroy them;" supplying "I trust," and
rendering "3 as "because." Philippson deems it useless

to supply this, and translates, "—in the name of the

Lord; for I destroy them." So also in verses 11 and 12.

I

'' Jonathan and Rashi, the latter commenting that the

root "li'T signifies a sudden starting from a spot, such

as water and fire, which leave their starting point rapidly,

especially the flame when it is quenched; hence also the

' sudden blazing up of a fire of dry buslics, which is there-

upon speedily quenched. Abcn Ezra, however, renders

it with "quenched" liere ahso.
,
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14 M}' strength and song is the Lord, and
he is become my salvation.

15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is

in the tents of the righteons : the right hand
of the LoKi) doeth valiantly.

IG The right hand of the Lord is exalted:

the right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly.

17 1 shall not die, but I shall live, and re-

late the works of the Lord.

18 Severely hath the Lord chastised me;
but unto death hath he not given me up.

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness:

I will enter into them, I will give thanks

unto the Lord.

20 This is the gate which belongeth unto

the Lord; the righteous shall enter thereby.

21 I will thank thee; for thou hast an-

swered" me, and art become my salvation.

22 The stone'' which the builders rejected

is become the chief corner-stone.

23 From the Lord is this come to pass; it

is marvellous in our eyes.

24 This is the day which the Lord hath

made; Ave will be glad and rejoice thereon.

25 We beseech thee, Lord, save (us)

now; we beseech thee, Lord, send (us)

now prosperity.

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name
of the Lord : we bless 3-ou out of the house

of the Lord.

27 God is the Lord, and he givetli us

light: bind the festive sacrifice with cords,

(leading it)" up to the horns of the altar.

28 Thou art my God, and I will thank
thee : my God, I will exalt thee.

29 Oh give thanks unto the Lord; for he
is good; because to eternity endureth his

kindness.

PSALM CXIX."

N ALEPII.

1 ^ Happy are they whose -way is perfect,

who walk in the law of the Lord.

2 Happy are they who keep his testimo-

nies, that seek him with all their heart.

* Jonathan. Sachs, Mendelssohn, and others, "for thou

hast .nfflicted mc."
* Ra.shi comments, "the people which has been so

low among idolaters."

° Ilcdak. Mendelssohn renders D"n3i'3 "wound about

with myrtles." Philippson understands the closing words,

"till thfe blood be sprinkled on the horns of the altar."

3 They also commit no inju.stice: in his

ways do they walk.

4 Thou thyself hast commanded us thy pre-

cepts, that we might keep (them) diligently.

5 Oh that my ways were firmly directed

to ob.serve thy statutes!

Then would I not be made a.shamed,

while I look at all thy commandments.
7 I will thank thee with uprightness of

heart, when I learn tin* righteous ordinances.

8 Thy statutes will 1 ob.serve: oh forsake

me not too greatly.

2 BETH.

9 Wherewithal shall a youth keep his way
clean? by guarding it according to thy word.

10 With all my heart have I sought thee:

oh let me not wander astray from thy com-
mandments.

11 In my heart have I treasured up thy sa}"-

ing, in order that I may not sin against thee.

12 Blessed art thou, Lord: teach me
thy statutes.

13 With my lips have I related all the

ordinances of thy mouth.
14 On the way of thy testimonies have I

been glad, as over all wealth.

15 On thy precepts will I meditate, and
direct my look unto thy paths.

16 In thy statutes will I seek" my delight:

I will not Ibrget thy word.

J GIMEL.

17 ^ Deal bountifully with thy servant,

let me live, that I maj' observe thy word.

18 Open thou my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.

19 A stranger am I on the earth : hide not

from me thy commandments.
20 My soul is broken from longing for thy

ordinances at all times.

21 Thou hast rebuked the accursed proud,

who go erringly astray from thy command-
ments.

22 Roll away from me reproach and con-

tempt; for thy testimonies have I kept.

* This Psalm consists of 176 verses, and is divided into

22 sections, each one consisting of 8 verses, all of which
commence with the same letter of the alphabet, which is

thus contained eight times in this Psalm. Each verse

contains a sentence praising the law of God.
" Kashi, "I will turn my attention to," or "busy my-

self with."
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23 Although even princes should sit and

speak against me, thy servant would still

meditate on thy statutes.

24 Also thy ti-stimonies are my delight,

my counsellors.*

1 DALETH.

25 T[ My soul cleaveth unto the dust: I'c-

vive thou me accoi'ding to thy word.

26 My ways do I relate (to thee), and
thou hearest me: teach me thy statutes.

27 Cause me to understand the way of thy

precepts, that I may meditate on thy wonders.

28 My soul droppeth away from grief: sus-

tain me according to thy word.

29 The way of fiilsehood do thou remove
from me, and grant me graciously thy law.

30 The way of truth have I chosen: thy

ordinances have I set (before me).

31 I have adhered nnto thy testimomes:

Lord, put me not to shame.

32 The way of thy commandments will I

run; for thou wilt enlarge my heart.

n HE.

33 Teach me, Lord, the way of thy sta-

tutes; and i shall keep it in all its windings.*"

34 Give me understanding, that I may
keep thy law; and I will observe it with all

(my) heart.

35 Guide me on the path of thy command-
ments ; for therein do I find my delight.

36 Incline my heart unto thy testimonies,

and not to desire for gain.

37 Turn away my eyes from beholding

vanity; on thy way do thou give me life.

38 Fulfil unto thy servant thy promise"

for those who are devoted to thy fear.

39 Cause to pass away my disgrace of

which I have dread; for thy ordinances are

good.

40 Behold, I have longed after thy pre-

cepts: through thy righteousness do thou give

my life.

1 VAV.

41 And let thy kindness come unto me,
Lord, thy salvation, according to thy promise.

42 Then shall I have a word to answer

* Heb. "men of my counsel."
^ Ilashi. Abcn Ezra, after whom Suclis,

keep it, (then folhiweth) its reward." Eng
I'hilippsoii, " to the end."
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'and if I

ver. and

the one that rcproacheth me; for I trust in

thy word.

43 And snatch not the word of truth out

of my mouth too greatly; for I wait for thy

ordinances.

44 So shall I observe thy law continually

for ever and ever.

45 And I will walk in an open space; for

thy precepts have I sought.

46 And I will s])eak of thy testimonies be-

fore kings, and will not be ashamed.
47 And I will delight myself in thy com-

mandments, which I love.

48 And so will I lift up my hands unto
thy commandments, which I love; and I will

meditate on thy statutes.

r ZAYIX.

49 Remember thy word unto thy servant,

upon which thou hast caused me to wait.

50 This is my comfort in my afiliction,

that thy promise hath revived me.
51 The presumptuous have held me too

greatly in derision : yet have I not departed

away from thy law.

52 I remembered thy decrees (which were)

from olden times, Lord, and thus comforted

m^'self.

53 Horror seized on me because of the

wicked that forsake thy law.

54 Songs have tin- statutes been unto me
in the house of my pilgrimage.

55 I remembered in the night thy name,
Lord, and observe thy law.

50 This came to pass unto me, because I

had kept thy precepts.

n CIIETH.

57 ^ My portion is the Lord, have I said,

that I might observe thy words.

58 I make entreaty before thee with all

my heart : be gracious unto me according to

thy promise.

59 I have thought over my ways, and
made iny feet return unto thy testimonies.

60 I hastened, and delayed not to observe

thy commandments.
61 Companies of wicked men have sur-

rounded* me ; but I have not forgotten thy law.

' tnx " the saying" of God, i". c. his promise througii

the prophets.
" Jonathan. Menachcm, "robbed," from ty "booty,"

"plunder."



PSALM CXIX.

62 At midnights do I constantly rise to

give thanks unto thee, because of thy right-

eous decrees.

63 An associate am I unto all that fear

thee, and unto those that keep thy precepts.

64 Of thy kindness, O Lord, is the earth

full : teach me thy statutes.

D TETII.

65 % Thou hast sliown goodness on thy
servant, Lokd, according to thy word.

66 The best of discernment and knowledge
do thou teach me; for in thy commandments
do I believe.

67 Before I was afllicted^ I was in error;

but now I observe thy saying.

68 Thou art good, and doing good; teach

me thy statutes.

69 The presumptuous have invented false-

hoods against me; but I Avill with all my
heart indeed keep thy precepts.

70 Gross as fat is their heart; but I take

truly delight in thy law.

71 It is well for me that I have been af-

flicted; in order that I might learn thy sta-

tutes.

72 Better is unto mo the law of thy mouth
than thousands of gold and silver.

' YOD.

73 ^ Thy hands have made me and esta-

blished me: give me understanding, that I

may learn thy commandments.
74 Those that fear thee will see me and

be rejoiced; because I have waited for thy
word.

75 I know, Lord, that thy decrees are

righteous, and that in faithfulness thou hast

aillicted me.
76 Let, I pray thee, thy kindness come to

comfort me, according to thy promise unto
thy servant.

77 Let thy mercies come unto me, that I

may live; for thy law is m}' delight.

78 Let the presumptuous be made ashamed;
because they have without a cause dealt per-

versely with me; but I will indeed meditate

on thy precepts.

* Rashi, "before I had studied them;" but others, as

in the text, that affliction taught the Psalmi.st the value

of religion.

"
i. e. Shrivelled up like a leathern water-bottle hung

up to dry in the smoke.

79 Let those that fear thee return unto
me, and those that know thy testimonies.

80 Let my heart be entire in (hy statutes;

in order that I may not be put to shame.

D CAPII.

81 ^y My sold ardently desireth for thy
salvation: for thy word do I wait.

82 My eyes look eagerly for thy promise,

saying. When wilt thou comfort me?
83 For I am become like a bottle'' in the

smoke; (yet) do I not forget thy statutes.

84 How many are the days of thy ser-

vant? when wilt thou execute justice on my
persecutors ? .

85 The presumptuous have dug pits" for

me, which is not in accordance with thy law.

86 All thy commandments are founded on
truth : without cause they persecute me ; help

thou me.

87 But little was wanting that they had
consumed me upon earth; but 1 have truly

not forsaken thy precepts.

88 According to thy kindness give me
life, that I may observe the testimony of thy
mouth.

h LAMED.

89 ][ To eternity, Lord, standeth firm

thy Avord with the heavens.''

90 Unto all generations endureth thy
faithfidness: thou hast established the earth,

and she standeth.

91 According" to the ordinances they exist

this day; for all are thy servants.

92 Unless thy law had been my delights,

I should long since have been lost in my af-

fliction.

93 Never will I forget thy precepts; for

with them thou hast kept me alive.

94 Thine am I, save me; for thy i^recepts

have I sought.

95 Wicked men have waited for me to de-

stro}" me; (but) I will reflect on thy testimo-

nies.

96 Of all perfection have I seen the end;
(but) thy commandment is exceedingly ex-

tended.

° As wild beasts are taken in pits slightly covered

over.
'' Eedak, who comments, "that God having said the

heavens should exist, they will endure for ever."
" Redak, "to obey thy ordinances."
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PSALM CXIX.

D MEM.

97 ^ Oh how do I love thy Law ! all the day

is it my meditation.

OS Wiser than my enemy doth thy com-

mandment" make me; for it is perpetually

with me.

09 Above all my teachers have I obtained

intelligence ; for thy testimonies are my medi-

tation. .

100 More than the ciders do I possess un-

derstanding; because thy precepts do I keep.

101 From every evil path have I with-

holden my feet, in order that I might observe

thy word.

102 From thy ordinances have I not de-

parted; for thou hast instructed me.
lUo IIow much sweeter are to my palate

thy sayings than honey to my month

!

104 Through thy precepts shall I obtain

understanding: therefore do I hate every

path of falsehood.

J NUN.

105 T[ A lamp unto my feet is thy word,

and a light unto my pnth.

lOG I have sworn, and I will perform it,

to observe thy righteous ordinances.

107 I am afflicted exceedingly much: O
Lord, revive me, according to thy word.

108 Receive in favour the freewill-offer-

ings of my mouth, I beseech thee, Lord,

and teach me thy ordinances.

109 My life is in my hand'' continually;

yet thy law do I not forget.

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me;
yet have I not erred from thy precepts.

111 I have taken thy testimonies as a

heritage to eternity; for they are the joy of

ray heart.

112 I have inclined my heart to perform

thy statutes always, in all their waj^s.

D SAMECn.

113 ^ Those of divided thoughts I hate;

but thy law do I love.

114 My shelter and my shield art thou:

for thy word do I wait.

llo Depart from me, ye evildoers; that I

may keep the commandments of God.

IIG Uphold me according to thy promi.^e,

that I may live; and let me not be made
ashamed of my hope.

117 Support me that I may b.e placed in

safety; and I will direct my regard unto thy
statutes continually.

118 Thou hast trodden down all that err-

ingly stray from thy statutes; for falsehood

is their deceit.

119 Like dross dost thou put away all the

wicked of the earth; therefore do I love thy
testimonies.

120 My flesh trembleth shudderingly from
dread of thee; and of thy decrees am I

afraid.

y 'AYIX.

121 ^ I have executed justice and right-

eousness: leave me not to those who opjiress

me.
122 Pi'otect" thv servant for good: let not

the presumptuous oppress me.
123 My eyes look eagerly for th}' salva-

tion, and for thy righteous promise.

124 Deal with thy servant according to

th}' kindness ; and thy statutes do thou teach

me.
125 I am thy servant; give me under-

standing, that I ma}^ know thy testimonies.

126 It is time to act'* for the Lord: they
have broken'' thy law.

127 Therefore do I love thy command-
ments more than gold; and more than fine

gold.

128 Therefore do I esteem all thy precepts

in all things as right; ever}- path of falsehood

do I hate.

5 TE.

129 ^ "Wonderful are th}- testimonies:

therefore doth my soul kee]i them.
130 The opening'' of thy words giveth

light; it giveth understanding unto the sim-

ple.

131 I opened my mouth, 'and panted for

breath ; for thy commandments did I long.

* Aben Ezra explains the plural in the original as, !

"every one of thy commandments."
" i. e. Ls in constant danger.

;

" llashi, " protect," or "deliver." Lit. "to guarantee,"
\

1. e. against evil. Rcdak, "give delight to."
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* Jonathan. Redak, "It is time for the Lord to act,"

)'. r. that he might dispense punishment.
' " Ikokcn," as in Gen. xvii. 14. Eng. ver., "made

void," which man cannot do except by tran.sprcssing.

' Philippson, " The exposition," i'. e. what they teach.



PSALM exix.

132 Turn thou unto me, and be gracious

unto me, as is thy wont" unto those that love

thy name.
133 My steps establish thou through thy

promise; and sufler not any wrong to have

dominion over me.

134 Deliver me from the oppression of

man ; and I will observe thy precepts.

135 Let tliy face shine upon thy servant;

and teach me thy statutes.

130 Streams of water have run down my
eyes, because they*" had not observed thy

law.

V TZADDE.

137 ][ Righteous art thou, Lord, and
upright are thy decrees.

138 Tliou hast commanded thy testimo-

nies, as righteous and faithful exceedingly.

139 My zeal desti-oyeth me; because my
assailants have forgotten thy words.

140 Thy promise is greatly refined, and
thy servant lovetli it.

141 I am little and despised; j-et thy pre-

cepts have I not forgotten.

142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting

righteousness, and thy law is the truth.

143 Distress and trouble have overtaken

me; (yet) are thy commandments my de-

lights.

144 Righteous are thy testimonies for ever-

lasting: give me understanding, that I may
live.

p KOPII.

145 Tl I have called with all my heart;

answer me, Lord : thy statutes will I keep.

146 I have called on thee, save me; and
I will observe tliy testimonies.

147 I come l)efore thee in the dawn of

morning, and cry: for thy word do I wait.

148 My e3-es are awake before the night-

watches, that I may meditate in thy saying.

149 Hear ni}^ voice according to thy kind-

ness : Lord, according to thy decree do thou

grant me life.

150 They that pursue mischievous devices

draw nigh : from thy law are they far.

151 Near art thou, O Lord; and all thy
commandments are the truth.

' Sachs, "as is proper for," &c.
" Aben Ezra refers this to the cj'e.=! ; or renders it " men."

152 Of old already I know of thy testimo-

nies; because for eternity hast thou jbunded

them.

1 EESII.

153 Look on my aflliction, and release me;
for thy law have 1 not forgotten.

154 Plead my cause, and deliver me: ac-

cording to thy promise do thou revive me.

155 Far from tlie wicked is salvation; be-

cause thy statutes have they not sougiit for.

15G Thy mercies are abundant, O Lord;
according to thy decrees do thou revive me.

157 Many are my persecutors and my as-

sailants; yet from thy testimonies do I not

turn away.
158 I beheld the treacherous, and felt dis-

gust; because they observed not thy saying.

159 Pehold that I love thy precepts:

Lord, according to thy kindness do thou re-

vive me.
160 The summif of thy word is trutli:

and the whole of thy righteous judgment en-

duretli for ever.

ty SHIN.

161 T[ Princes have persecuted me with-

out a cause; but of thy word standeth my
heart in dread.

162 I am rejoiced over thy promise, as one
that findeth great spoil.

163 Falsehood I hate and abhor; but thy
law do I love.

164 Seven times in the day do I praise

thee because of thy righteous decrees.

165 Abundant peace have they who love

thy law; and there is nothing that causeth

them to stumble.

166 I have hoped for thy salvation. Lord,

and thy commandments have I fulfilled.

167 My soul hath ob.served thy testimo-

nies; and I love them exceedingly.

168 I have observed thy precepts and thy
testimonies; because all my ways are before

thee.

n TAV.

169 ^ Let my entreaty come near before

thee, Lord: according to thy word grant

me understandincr.

" Sachs. Herxheimer, "the sum." (P]xod. xxx. 12.)

Redak, "From the bcfrinninf; is thy won! true."
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170 Let my supplication come before thee:

accordiii.il to tliy promise do thou deliver me.

171 My lips shall uttei"* praise, because''

thou wilt teach me thy statutes.

172 My tongue shall speak loudly of thy
promise; for all thy commandments are rights

eous.

173 Let thy hand be (ready) to help me;
for thy precepts have I chosen.

174 I have longed for thy salvation,

Lord; and thy law is my delights.

175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise

thee; and let thy decrees help me.

17G I have gone erringly astray like a lost

sheep: seek thy servant; for thy command-
ments have I not forgotten.

PSALM CXX.
1 ^ A song of the degrees." Unto the

Lord, when I was in distress, did I call, and
he hath answered me.

2 O Lord, deliver my soul from lips of

falsehood, and from a tongue of deceit.

What will (God)'' give unto thee? or

what will he add unto thee, thou tongue of

deceit?

4 Sharpened arrows of the mighty, with
coals of the broom-bush.

5 Wo is me, that I sojourn in Meshech,"
that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!

G Too long for herself hath my soul dwelt
with him that hateth peace.

7 1 am for peace; but when I speak, they
are for war.

PSALM CXXL
1 T[ A song for the degrees. I lift up mj'

eyes unto the mountains; whence shall come
my help?

2 M}' help is from the Lord, the maker of

heaven and earth.

3 He will not suflor thy foot to slip; thy
keeper doth not slumber.

• Rashi. Mendelssohn, "flow with."
' Aben Ezra, "when thou wilt teach," &c.
" Tiio most reasonable signification of the term seems

to be tiiat these I'salms were sung by the people on their

pilgrimages to Jeru.salem at the festivals; hence Philipp-

son, " A song for the pilgrimages."
* So does Rashi, after one opinion, translate and con-

nect these two verses; and thoy mean, that deceit will at

h'ngth meet with the heaviest retribution, as the arrow
Bhot unfuilinply by the arm of a hero, and the unquench-
able coals of the Hothem (broom-bush).
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4 Behold, he slumbereth not, and he sleep-

eth not—the keeper of Israel.

5 The Lord is thy keeper : the Lord is thy
shade, he is on thy right hand.

6 By day the sun shall not strike thee,

nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will guard thee against all

evil: he will guard th}- soul.

8 The Lord will guard thy going out and
thy coming in from this time forth and for

evermore.

PSALM CXXII.

1 •[[ A song of the degrees by David. I

was rejoiced when they said unto me. Unto
the house of the Lord let us go.

2 Our feet are now standing within thy
gates, Jerusalem

!

3 Jerusalem, which art built as a city

wherein all associate together.'

4 For thither go up the tribes of the Lord,

as a testimony^ for Israel, to give thanks
unto the name of the Lord.

5 For there are placed chairs for (giving)

judgment, the chairs for the hou.se of Da-
vid.

—

6 Pra}^ ye for the peace of Jeru.';alem : may
those that love thee prosper.

7 May there be peace within tliy walls,

prosperity'' within thy palaces.

8 For the sake of my brethren and my
friends, let me now speak. Peace be within
thee.

9 For the sake of the house of the Lord
our God, will I seek thy good.

PSALM CXXIIL
1 ^ A song of the degrees. Unto thee do

I lift up my eyes, thou that dwellest in

the heavens.

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants are di-

rected unto the hand of their masters, and as

the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her

• Rashi, "This is the complaint of the congregation of

Israel, who have dwelt in many banishments." Mcshoeh,
in Armenia, is the north; Kedar, in Arabia, the south.

' Rcdak, meaning, where all the tribes of Israel meet.

Sachs, "like an entirely compact city." I'hilippson,

"which is all closed in together," /. c. with walls, and yet

full of beautiful structures.

• To acknowledge that they are God's people and ho

their God. I'hilippson, "as an institution," a "law for

Israel."

^ Philippson, "quiet." Sachs, "security."



PSALMS CXXIIL—CXXVII.
mistress: thus <are our eyes directed unto
the Lord our God, until he be gracious

unto us.

3 Be gracious unto us, Lord, be gracious

unto us; for we are overburdened with con-

tempt."

4 Our soul is overburdened with the scorn

of those who are at ease, with the contemjjt

of the proud oppressors.

PSALM CXXIV.

1 1[ A song of the degrees by David. If it

had not been the Lord who was for us, so

should Israel say;

2 If it had not been the Lord who was for

us, when men rose up .against us

:

3 Then would they have swallowed us up
alive, when their wrath was kindled against

us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelm-
ed us, the stream would have jiassed over our
soul

;

5 Then would have passed over our soul

the presumptuous waters.

G Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given
us up as a prey to their teeth.

7 Our soul is escaped like a bird out of

the snare of the fowlers : the snare is broken,

and we are escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, the

maker of heaven and earth.

PSALM CXXY.
1 ^ A song of the degrees. Those who

trust in the Lord are like mount Zion, which
will not be moved, which endurcth for ever.

2 Jerusalem hath mountains round about

her; and (so) is the Lord round about his

people, from this time forth and for ever-

more.

3 For the sceptre of wickedness shall not

rest upon the lot of the righteous; in order*"

that the righteous may not stretch forth their

hands unto wrons-doins;.

* Lit. "for much are wc satisfied of contempt."
'' Rashi, "because the righteous do not," &c.

"Jonathan. Others, "them, the workers of wicked-

ness, will the Lord drive away."
'' Rashi conceives, and after him Philippson, this Psalm

to be a petition for the return of the captives; and so it

is here translated.

' Jonathan. Philippson, nS'B' as "those who return."
' Kashi. Lit. "in the south;" some explain this to

mean that the exiles are to return just as the southern tor-

4 Y

4 Do good, Lord, unto the good, and to

those that are upright in their hearts.

5 But as for those who turn aside unto the r

crooked ways, them will the Lord drive

away with" the workers of wickedness; but

peace shall be upon Israel.

PSALM CXXVI.
1 ^ A song of the degrees. When the Lord

bringeth'' back again the captivity" of Zion,

then shall we be like dreamers.

2 Then shall our mouth be filled with
laughter, and our tongue with singing: then
shall they say among the nations. Great
things hath the Lord done for these.

3 Great things would the Lord have done
for us; (whereat) we should be joyful.

4 Bring back again, O Lord, our captivity,

like rivulets in arid land.'

5 Those that sow in tears shall reap with

joyful song.

C He goeth forth indeed and weepeth, that

beareth the seed for sowing; but he will

surely come with joyful song when he bear-

eth (home) his sheaves.

PSALM CXXVIL
1 T[ A song of the degrees for Solomon.

Unless the Lord do build the house, in vain
labour they that build on it : unless the Lord
guard the city, in vain is the watchman
wakeful.

2 It is in vain for you to be early in rising,

to be late in sitting up, eating the bread of

painful toils; (tor) so doth he give unto his

beloved during sleep.'''

3 Lo, children are an inheritance from the

Lord : a reward is the fruit of the body.

4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty
man, so are children of the 30uth.''

5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver

filled with them; they shall not be put to

shame, when they do speak with the enemies
in the gate.'

rents are filled with the winter's rain. Philippson more ge-

nerally, that the dry land might obtain water, the want of

which makes it barren; similar to which will the return of

the exiles be in their effect on the world.

' t. e. While the worldly toil early and late, God gives

his blessing to the righteous while they yet sleep; hence

the folly of too much toil with nothing but self-reliance.
''

i. e. Children born while the parents are yet in vi-

gorous age.

' i. e. When they defend their parents before the judges.
785
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PSALM CXXVIIL

1 T[ A song of the degrees. Happy is

every one that foareth the Loud; that walk-

eth in his ways.

2 When tliou catcst the labour of thy

hands: (then) Avilt thou be happy, and it

shall be well with thee.

3 Thy wife is (then) as a fruitful vine in

the recesses of thy house : th}' children, like

olive-plants round about thy table.

4 Behold, truly thus shall be blessed the

man that feareth the Lokd.

5 May the Lord bless thee out of Zion;

and see thou the happiness of Jerusaleni all

the days of thy life.

6 And see thou thy children's children;

may" there be peace upon Israel.

PSALM CXXIX.
1 ^ A song of the degrees. Many a time

have they assailed me from my youth, so

should Israel say;

2 Many a time have they assailed me from

my youth: yet have they not prevailed

against me.

3 Upon my back have ploughmen plough-

ed ; they have drawn long their furrows

:

4 (Yet) the Loud is righteous; he hath

cut asunder the cords of the wicked.

5 May all be put to shame and turned

backward that hate Zion;

G May they become like the grass of the

roofs, which withereth before it is pulled''

up;

7 Wherewith the mower filleth not his

hand; nor his arm" he that bindeth sheaves.

8 Nor do they who pass by say, The bless-

ing of the Loud be with you: we bless you in

the name of the Loud.

PSALM CXXX.
1 ^ A song of the degrees. Out of the

depths have I called thee, Lord.

• Jonathan. Redak, "(and sec) peace over Israel."

• Ra.shi. Others, "before it groweth."
° Rashi, "the upper arm," wherein sheaves are carried.

'' Sforno. Others .>iiiiiply, "than watclicrs for the

moniinp, watchers for the; morning;" tlic repetition is

tlien to denote tlic ardency of the waiting for the morn-

ing after watcliing sleeplcs.sly tlic whole nigiit.

" Ra.shi, and after him Mendelssohn and Philippson.

Redak and others take hm in the sense of "weaned,"
and say, "As the child just weaned is fearful of walking
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2 Lord, listen to my voice: let thy ears be

attentive to the voice of my supplications.

8 If thou. Lord, shouldest treasure up
iniquities, Lord, who would be able to

stand ?

4 But with thee there is forgiveness, in

order that thou mayest be feared. •

5 I hope for the Lord, my soul doth hope,

and for his word do I wait.

6 My soul (waiteth) for the Lord, more
than they that watch for the morning ex-

pect" the morning.

7 Let Israel wait for the Loud; for with

the Loud there is kindness, and with him is

redemption in abundance

;

8 And he will surely redeem Israel from

all his iniquities.

PSALM CXXXI.

1 ^ A song of the degrees by Da^'id.

Lord, my heart was not haughty, nor were my
eyes lofty : neither have I walked after mat-

ters too great, or those too wonderful for me.

2 Surely I have pacified and stilled my
soul, like the suckling'' on its mother's breast;

like a suckling is in me my soul.

3 Let Israel wait for the Lord from this

time forth and for ever more.

PSALM cxxxn.
1 ^ A song of the degrees. Remember,
Lord, unto David all his afflictions;

2 How he swore unto the Loud; how he

vowed unto the mighty One of Jacob

:

3 Surely, I will not enter into the tent of

my house, nor ascend the couch of my re-

pose;

4 I will not grant any sleep to my eyes,

nor to my eyelids any slumber;

5 Until 1 shall have found out a place for

the Lord, a dwelling-place for the mighty One
of Jacob.

6 " Lo, Ave heard of it at Ephratah : we
met with it in the fields of the Ibrest:'

without its mother's support, so does the Psalmist lean

on God for help."
' Verses 6 and 7 are regarded as the saying of the peo-

ple in reply to the first verses, containing the words of

David which arc continued in 8-10. "The fields of the

forest" are the highlands of Li'banon. The vcr.se then

means, the people declare they heard of the selection of

Zion at Hcthlcchcm-Ephra'tah in the south and on Lcha-

non on the north; hence, they wish to go thither to sec

the sanctuary.



PSALMS CXXXII.—CXXXV.

7 Let us then go into his dwelling; let us

prostr.ate ourselves before liis footstool."

8 Arise, Lonn, unto thy resting-place:

thou, and the ark of thy strength.

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteous-

ness; and let thy pious servants shout for joy.

10 For the sake of thy servant David turn

not .away the face" of thy anointed.

11 The Loud hath sworn unto David in

truth; he will not turn from it: ''From the

fruit of thy body will I set (some one) on the

throne to succeed thee.

12 If thy children Avill ohserve my cove-

nant and this my testimony which I teach

them: then also shall their children sit for

evermore upon the throne to succeed thee."

13 For the Lord liath made choice of Zion
;

he hath desired it as a habitation for himself.

1-4 This is my resting-place for evermore;

here will I dwell; for I have desired it.

15 Her provision will I bless abimdantly:

her needy ones will I satisfy with bread.

10 And her priests will I clothe with sal-

vation; and her pious ones shall shout aloud

for joy.

17 There will I cause to grow a horn unto

David : I arrange a lamp for mj^ anointed.

18 His enemies will I clothe with shame;
hut upon himself shall his crown shine bril-

liantly.''

PSALM CXXXIII.

1 ^ A song of the degrees by David. Be-

hold, how good and how pleasant it is when
brethren'' dwell closely together (in union)

!

2 (It is) like the jn-ecious oil'' upon the

liead, running down upon the beard, yea,

Aaron's beard : which ruimeth down upon
the upper border of his garments;

3 Like the dew of Chermon," running upon
the mountains of Zion; for there hath the

Lord commanded the blessing, even life for

evermore.

' t. e. Refuse not the prayer of Solomon who built the

temple. "" Ra.shi. Others, "shall blossom."
° i. c The Israelites, who arc brotiiers in faith. Jona-

than, ''Zion anil Jerusalem." Abcn Ezra, "the priests,"

the cliipf of whom is nest mentionetl.
'' Aaron, sj'nibnlical for all tiie high-priests, was anoint-

ed by iiaving oil poured upon his head : this ran down
naturally upon his beard, which the Asiatics perfume,

and thence to the upper hem of iiis parments; thus mak-
ing all penctrateil with the sweet odour. The eompari-

son explains itself.

PSALM CXXXIV.

1 ^ A song of the degrees. Arise I*^ bless

ye the Loud, all ye servants of the Lord that

stand in the house of tlie Lord in the nights.

2 Lift up your hands toward the sanc-

tuary, and bless the Lord.

3 May the Lord bless thee out of Zion, he

tliat is the maker of heaven and earth.

PSALM CXXXV.
1 ^ Hallelujah. Praise ye the name of the

Lord; praise him, ye servants of the Lord;
2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord,

in the courts of the hou.se of our God.

3 Hallelujah; for the Lord is good: sing

praises unto his name; for it is lovely.

4 For Jacob hath the Lord chosen unto

himself, Israel, as his peculiar treasure.

For I well know that the Lord is great,

and that our Lord is above all gods.

6 Whatsoever the Lord willeth, hath he
done in heaven, and on earth, in the seas,

and in all the deeps.

7 He causeth clouds to ascend from the

ends of the earth ; he maketh lightnings with

the rain; he bringeth forth the wind out of

his treasuries.

8 (He it is) who smote the first-born of

Egypt, both of man and of cattle
;

9 Who sent signs and wonderful tokens

into the midst of thee, Egypt, against Pha-
raoh, and against all his servants;

10 Who smote many nations, and slew

mighty kings;

11 Sichon the king of the Emorites, and
'Og the king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms
of Canaan

;

12 And gave their land as an inheritance,

an inheritance unto Israel his people.

13 LoRD,^ thy name (endureth) for ever;

Lord, thy memorial is throughout all gene-

rations.

* Some wish to read jN'B' •S'lon, a branch of Chermon,

instead of try Zion. Redak, "And as the dew that de-

sccndcth," &c. Others, "the clouds that are gathered at

Chermon let out their dew on the mountains of Zion,"

which appears to be the best exposition. The abundance

of dew in summer compensates for the want of rain in

Palestine.

' 'r\yr\ generally rendered with "behold," or "lo," is a

sign of exclamation ; here, a call to praise ; hence, " arise."

' Pliilippson, "The Eternal is thy name for ever; thu

Eternal is thy memorial," &c.
^ 787



PSALMS cxxxv.—cxxxvir.
14 For tlio Lord will espouse the cause of

his iK'oplc, and concerning his servants will

he bethink himself.

15 The idols of the nations are silver and
gold, the work of the hands of men.

10 Mouths have they, but they speak not;

eyes have they, but they see not;

17 Ears have they, but they hear not;

neither is there any breath in their mouth.
18 Like them are those that make them:

every one that trusteth in them.
19 O house of Israel, bless ye the Lord;
house of Aaron, bless ye the Lord;
20 house of Levi, bless ye the Lord;

ye that fear the Lord, bless the Lord.

21 Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, even
he that resideth at Jerusalem. Hallelujah.

PSALM CXXXVL
1^0 give thanks unto the Lord; for he

is good; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness.

2 give thanks unto the God of gods; for

to eternity endureth his kindness.

3 give thanks to the Lord of lords; for

to eternity endureth his kindness.

4 To him who doeth great wonders alone;

for to eternity endureth his kindness.

5 To him that made the heavens with un-

derstanding; for to eternity endureth his

kindness.

6 To him that stretched out the earth

above the waters; for to eternity endui-eth

his kindness.

7 To him that made great lights; for to

eternity endureth his kindness;

8 The sun for the rule by day ; for to eter-

nity endureth his kindness;

The moon and stars for the rule by night;

for to eternity endureth his kindness.

10 To him that smote Egypt in their

first-born; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness;

1

1

And brought out Israel from the midst
of them; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness
;

12 With a strong hand, and with an out-

stretched arm; for to eternity endureth his

kindness.

* Rashi, meaning those heartless conquerors who asked
the captives fur one of their joyousn;itional hynin.s. Jona-
than, " that rubbud us." Sachs and others, "oppressors."

13 To him who divided the Red Sea into

parts; for to eternity endureth his kindness;

14 And cau.sed Israel to pass through the

midst of it; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness;

15 But overthrew Pharaoh and his liost in

the Red Sea; for to eternity endureth his

kindness.

16 To him who led his people through the

wilderness; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness.

17 To him wlio smote great kings; for to

eternity endureth his kindness:

18 And slew mighty kings; for to eternity

endureth his kindness;

19 Even Sichon the king of the Emorites;

for to eternity endureth his kindness;

20 And 'Og, the king of Bashan; for to

eternity endureth his kindness;

21 And gave their land as an inheritance;

for to eternity endureth his kindness;

22 As an inheritance imto Israel his ser-

vant; for to eternity endureth his kindness;

23 \Vlio hath in our low estate remem-
bered us; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness
;

24 And hath freed us from our assailants;

for to eternity endureth his kindness;

25 Who giveth food unto all tlesh ; for to

eternity endureth his kindness.

26 give thanks unto the God of the

heavens; for to eternity endureth his kind-

ness.

PSALM CXXXVII.

1 ^ By the rivers of Babylon, there we
sat, and we also wept when we remembered
Zion.

2 Upon the willows in her midst had we
hung up our harps.

3 For there our captors demanded of us
the words of song; and those that mocked*
us, joy, (saying,) Sing for us one of the songs

of Zion.

4 How should we sing the song of the

Lord on the soil of the stranger?

5 If I forget thee, Jerusalem, ma}- my
right hand forget— .''

6 May my tongue cleave to my palate if I

•
r. e. After Rcdak, how to play on the harp. One

opinion quoted by Abcn PIzra, "may my right hand

wither," or "forget" to render ifa service.
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do not remember thee ; if I recall" not Jeru-

salem at the head of my joy.

7 Remember, O Lokd, unto the children of

Edom the day of Jerusalem ; who said, Rase

it, rase it, even to her very foundation.

8 daughter of Babylon, who art wasted ;''

happy he, that repayeth thee thy recompense

for what thou hast done to us.

9 Happy he, that scizeth and dasheth thy

babes against the rock.

PSALM CXXXVIII.
1 ^ By David. I will prai.se thee with

my whole heart: before (thee) God° will I

sing praise unto thee.

2 I will bow myself down before thy

holy temple, and I will thank thy name for

thy kindness and for thy truth; for thou

hast magnified above all thy name thy pro-

mise."*

3 On the day when I called didst thou an-

swer me, and raise" me up with strength in

my soul.

4 All the kings of the earth will give

thanks unto thee, Lord, when they hear

the promises of thy mouth.
5 And they will sing on the ways of the

Lord ; for great is the glory of the Lord.

6 For exalted is the Lord, yet doth he re-

gard the lowly; but the proud he punisheth*^

from afar.

7 If I should Avalk in the midst of distress,

thou wilt revive me; against the wrath of

my enemies wilt thou stretch forth thy hand,

and thy right hand will save me.
8 The Lord will accomplish (all) in my

behalf; Lord, thy kindness endureth for

ever: the works of thy own hands do not

abandon.

PSALM CXXXIX.
1 ^ To the chief musician, by David, a

" Rashi. Philippson, "if I let not Jerusalem trans-

cend the summit of my joy."
'' Jonathan understands the word mnB' as an active

participle, " plunderer." Redak, " that is to be de-

stroyed," or "doomed."
° Mendelssohn. Rashi, "before the chiefs will I sing

praises unto thee."
'' The fulfilment of the promises then witnessed exceed-

ed, in the eyes of the Psalmist, all what had been told of

God before: "n.ame," crjual to "fame." Aben Ezra,

"thou hast magnified over all (things) thj name (and)

thy promise."

psalm. Lord, thou hast searched me
through, and thou knowest (me).

2 Thou indeed knowest my sitting down
and my rising uji, thou understandest my
thinking while yd" afar off".

?) My walking and my l^>ing dovrn hast

thou limited, and with all my ways art thou

acquainted.

4 For, while there is not a Avord on my
tongue, lo, thou, Lord, knowest it entirely.

5 Behind and betbi-e hast thou hedged me
in, and thou placest upon me thy hand.

G Too wonderful is such knowledge for

me; it is too exalted, I cannot attain unto it.

7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or

whither shall I tlee away from thy presence?

8 If I should ascend into heaven, thou art

there; and if I should make my bed in the

nether world, behold, thou art there.

9 If I should lift up the wings of the

morning-dawn, if I should dwell in the utter-

most parts of the sea

:

10 Even there would thy hand lead me,

and thy right hand would seize hold of me.

11 If I said, Surely darkness shall en-

shroud me; and into night (be turned) the

light about me.
12 Yet even darkness can obscure nothing

from thee; but the night will shine like the

day; both the darkness and the light are

alike (to thee)

:

13 For thou possessest my reins: thou

hast covered me in my mother s Avomb.

14 I will thank thee therefor, that I am
(so) fearfully (and) Avonderfully made; won-
derful are thy works; and that my soul

knoweth right well.

15 My being was not concealed from thee,

when I was made in secret, when I was (so

to say) embroidered in the lowest parts of the

earth.

16 My undeveloped substance did thy eyes

' Rashi; or, "madest me great." Aben Ezra,

"strcngthenodst." Sachs, "gayest me courage, power

of victory to my soul."

' Jon.athan, with the addition, "from (the heavens)

afar off." Rodak, "and being high, he maketh (his

greatness) known from afar." Others, "the proud he

knoweth afar off."

^ Redak: i. e. before the thought was yet framed.

Rashi and Jonathan, " thou understandest from afar how
to draw mo into companionship with thee." '^n from

i'T "friend," "companion." Others, as jv^n "think-

ing."
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see; anil in thy l)ook wore all of them writ>

ten down—the days" which have heen form-

ed, while yet not one of them was here.

17 And how precious are unto me thy
thouglits, God! how mightily great is

their sum

!

18 Should I count them, they would be
more numerous than the sand : I awake,* and
I am still with thee.

19 If thou wonkiest but slay the wicked,

God! and ^e men of blood, depart from me.
20 Who speak of thee for a wicked end

;

thy enemies, that bear (tln^ name) for a vain
purpose.

21 Behold, those that hate thee I ever

hate, Lord; and for those that rise up
against thee do I feel loathing.

22 With the utmost hatred do I hate

them : enemies are they become unto me.
23 Search me through, God, and know

my heart; probe me, and know my thoughts;

24 And sec if there be a way of jierverse-

ness'' in me, and lead me on the way of eter-

nity.

PSALM CXL.

1 T[ To the chief musician, a psalm of

David.

2 Deliver me, Lord, from an evil man:
from a man of violence do thou keep me

;

3 Who think over evil (resolves) in their

heart : (who) every day are they gathered to-

gether for war.

4 They have sharpened their tongues like

a serpent; the poison of the adder is under
their lips. Selah.

o Preserve me, O Lord, from the hands of

the wicked; from the man of violence do
thou keep me; who think of overthrowing
my steps.

6 The proud have hidden a snare for me,
and cords; they have spread a net by the

side of (thy) track; traps have they set for

me. Selah.

* Rashi, who explains, "All the acts of man and the

end of all days arc knmvn though not one of them hath

yet existed." But Rcdak supplies "limb:" "all my
limbs were written down, coming as they should in later

times, while not one of them yet existed."
'' Abcn Ezra ; but Uaslii, " I come to the end yp of

generations, ami tliis one is still with thee."
° Kashi and Kodak. C)lhcr.s, "the way of pain," trou-

ble.

' Lit. "arms," i'. c. when arms are wielded—the battle.
790

7 I have said unto the Lord, Thou art my
God : give ear, Lord, to the voice of my
supplications.

8 thou Etemal Lord, the strength of my
salvation, thou hast covered my head on the
day of battle.*

9 Grant not, Lord, the longings of the
wicked: sufler not his wicked device to suc-

ceed; lest they exalt themselves. Selah.

10 (As for) the heads" of those that encom-
pass me about, let the mi.schief of their own
lijDS cover them.

11 Let burning coals be cast upon them:
let them be thrown into the fire; into deep
pits,*^ that they rise not up again.

12 Let not the man of an (evil) tongue be
established on the earth: may evil hunt
down the violent man to his downfall.

13 I know that the Lord will procure

right for the afflicted, (and) justice for the

needy.

14 Surely the righteous shall give thanks
unto thy name: the upright shall dwell be-

fore thy presence.

PSALM CXLI.

1 T[ A psalm of David. Lord, I call

thee, hasten unto me: give ear unto my
voice, Avhen I call unto thee.

2 May my prayer be valued as incen.se l)c-

fore thee; the lifting up"^ of my hands as the

evening offering.

3 Set, Lord, a watch unto my mouth;
keep a guard at the door of my lips.

4 Permit not my heart to incline after any
evil thing, to practise deeds in wickedness

with men that are doers of Avrong: and let

me not eat of their dainties.

5 If the righteous strike me. it is a kind-

ness; and if he re]-)rove me, it is (as) oil

poured on the head,'' my head shall not re-

fuse it; for yet my prayer also (is offered) in

their sufferings.'

6 Are their judges fallen down through

' Rashi, "The troop of those who endeavour to turn me
away from thee." Win as "the sum," or "the collective

body."
' Sachs, after an Arabic root, "floods." Rashi, "bat-

tles."

« Philippson, "the gift of ray hands."
^

i". r. With which the head is anointed. (See Ps.

cxxxiii. 2.)
' This ver.sc is rendered after Philippson, who nearly

follows Jonathan, who, however, joins, "and let him re-
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me.ans of a rock :" then will they listen to my
words; for they are pleasant.

7 As when one cuttetli in and splitteth

open the earth ;*• so are our bones scattered

for the mouth of the grave.

8 For unto thee, Eternal Lord, are my
e3TS directed: in thee do I trust; pour not

out my life.

9 Guard me from the power of the snai'e

which they have laid for me, and the traps

of the wrong-doers.

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets,

altogether—while I pass safely by.

PSALM CXLII.

1 T[ A Maskil of David, when he was in

the cave. A prayer.

2 With ni}- voice I cry unto the Lord ; with
my voice I make supplication unto the Lord.

3 I pour out before hiin my grief; my dis-

tress I recite before him.

4 When my spirit was overwhelmed with-

in me—and thou knowest well my path

—

on the way Avhereon I desired to walk they
had secretly laid a snare for me.

5 Look" to the right, and behold, yea,

there is no man that recogniseth me

:

(every) refuge is lost to me; there is no one
that careth'' for my soul.

6 I cried unto thee, Lord: I said, Thou
art my refuge, my portion in the land of life.

7 Listen unto my entreaty; for I am very
miserable: deliver me from my pursuers; for

they are too mighty for me.

8 Bring forth out of prison m}^ soul, that

I may thank thy name: Avith me shall the

righteous crown themselves,'-' when thou wilt

deal bountifully with me.

PSALM CXLIIL
1 T[

• A psalm of David. Lord, hear
my prayer, give ear to my supplications : in

thy faithfulness answer me, in thy righteous-

ness.

2 And enter not into judgment with thy

prove me," to the first part of the verse, and continues,
" the oil of the holy greatness shall' not quit my head."

Rashi renders the conclusion of the verso, "for I yet

pray against their evil deeds—that I may not stumble

through thi;m."
' Philippsou, after Rashi; the latter says "rock"

means, the evil inclination, which is as hard as stone.

'' Jonathan. Rashi, "As one cutteth (wood) and split-

teth open the earth, so arc our bones scattered to reach

servant; for no living man can be regarded

righteous before thee.

3 For the enemy hath pursued my soul

;

he hath crushed to the ground my life; he
hath made me dwell in darkness, as those

that are dead eternally.'

4 And my spirit within me is overwhelm-
ed; in my jjosom is my heart astounded.

5 I remember the days of olden times; I

meditate on all thy doings; on the work of

thy hands do I reilect.

G I spread forth my hands unto thee : my
soul (longeth) for thee, as a thirsty land.

Selah.

7 Hasten, answer me, Lord; my spirit

faileth: hide not thy face from me; that I

may not become like those that go down into

the pit.

8 Cause me to hear in the morning thy
kindness ; for in thee do I trust : cause me to

know the way whereon I should Avalk; for

unto thee do 1 lift up my soul.

9 Deliver me, Lord, from my enemies

:

by thee do I seek shelter.

10 Teach me to do thy will; for thou art

my God: thy spirit is good;^ guide me on a

level land.

11 For thy sake, Lord, revive me: in

thy righteousness bring forth out of distress

my soul.

12 And in thy kindness destroy my ene-

mies, and annihilate all the adversaries of

my soul; for I am thy servant.

PSALM CXLIV.
1 T[ By David. Blessed be the Lord my

Rock, who exerciseth my hands for the bat-

tle, my fingers for the war:
2 My kindness, and my strong-hold; my

high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and
he. in whom I trust; who subdueth my peo-

ple under me.
3 Lord, what is man, that thou takest cog-

nizance of him! the son of a mortal, that

thou regardest him!

the door of death through the wickedness of the sinner."

In this sense is also this verse rendered here.

" Redak, " I look—I behold."
'' Lit. " inquircth for."

" Redak. Ra.shi and Jonathan, "for my sake will the

righteous offer a crown to thee."
' Sforno, who comments, "as those who have no share in

eternal life." Aben Ezra and Redak, "dead a long time."

• Sachs and others, " th}' good spirit guide me," &c.
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4 Mail is like the breath: his days are

like ii passing shadow.

5 Lord, bend thy heavens, and come
down : touch the mountains, that they may
smoke.

Cast forth lightning, and scatter them:
send out thy arrows, and confound them.

7 Stretch out tliy hands from above; rid

me, and deliver me out of great waters, from
the hand of the children of the stranger.

8 Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and whose
right hand is the right hand of falsehood.

9 O God, a new song will I sing unto
thee: upon the ten-stringed psaltery -will I

sing praises unto thee.

10 (Thou art he) that giveth victory unto
kings: who riddeth David his servant from
the evil-bringing sword.

11 Rid me, and deliver me from the hand
of the children of the stranger, whose mouth
speaketh vanity, and whose right hand is the

right hand of falsehood.

12 So" that our sons may be like plants,

grown up in their youth; our daughters, like

corner-pillars, sculptured in the model'' of a

palace.

13 May our garners be full, furnishing all

manner of store:" our sheep bringing forth

thousands and ten thousands in our open
pastures.

14 May our oxen be strong to labour;

may there be nor breach, nor migration, nor
loud complaint in our streets.

15 Happy the people, that fare thus; hai>

py the i^eople, whose God is the Lord.

PSALM CXLV.
1 ^ A hymn of praise by David. I will

extol thee, my God, king; and I will bless

thy name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless thee; and I will

jiraise thy name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly praised;

and his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall praise thy works to

the other, and thy mighty acts shall they de-

clare.

5 On the majestic glory of thy excellence,

and on thy wondrous deeds will I meditate.''

* Others, " Truly our sons are," &c.
' Mcndt'l.s.sohn, "our daughters, like pillars, sculptured

iin ornament fur a temple."

6 And of the might of thy terrible acts

shall men conver.se: and thy greatness will I

relate.

7 The memorial of thy abundant goodness

shall they loudly proclaim, and they shall

sing joyfully of thy righteousness.

8 Gracious and merciful is the Lord, long-

sufl'ering, and great in kindness.

9 The Lord is good to all ; and his mercies

are over all his works.

10 All thy works shall thank thee,

Lord; and thy pious servants shall bless

thee.

11 Of the glory of thy kingdom shall they
converse, and of thy might shall they speak;

12 To make known to the sons of men his

mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his

kingdom.
13 Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all eter-

nities, and thy dominion (subsisteth) through-

out all generations.

14 The Lord upholdeth all who are falling,

and raiseth up all those who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all Avait hopefull_y upon

thee; and thou givest them their food in its

due season.

16 Thou openest thy hand, and satisfiest

the desire of every living thing.

17 Righteous is the Lord in all his waj's,

and beneficent in all his works.

18 The Lord is nigh unto all tho.se who
call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

19 The desire of those who fear him will

he fulfil; and their cry will he hear, and save

them.

20 The Lord preserveth all those who
love him ; but all the wicked will he destroy.

21 The praise of the Lord shall my mouth
speak : and let all flesh bless his holy name
for ever and ever.

PSALM CXLVL
1 ^ Hallelujah. Praise, my soul, the

Lord.

2 I will praise the Lord throughout my
life: I will sing praises unto my God while I

have any being.

3 Put not your trust in princes, in the son

of man, in whom there is no salvation.

° Heb. "from kind to kind."
^ Abcn Ezra. Jonathan and Redak, "of thy won-

drous acts will I speak."
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4 When liis spirit goeth forth, he retiirn-

eth to his (native) earth ; on tliat very day
perish his thoughts."

5 (But) liappy is he who hath the God of

Jacob for his help, whose hope is on the Lord
his God

;

G Who hath made heaven, and earth, the

sea, and all that is therein; who keejieth

truth for ever;

7 Who executeth justice for the oppressed;

who giveth bread to the hungry; the Lord
looseneth the prisoners;

8 The Lord causeth the blind to see i*" the

Lord raiseth up those who are bowed down;
the Lord lovetli the righteous;

9 The Lord guardeth the strangers; the

fatherless and widow he helpeth up; but the

way of the wicked he maketli crooked.

10 The Lord will reign for ever, even thy

God, Zion, unto all generations. Hallelu-

jah.

PSALM CXLVII.

1 Tl Hallelujah; for it is good to sing

praises unto our God; for it is comely;"

(him) becometh praise.

2 The Lord buildeth up Jerusalem: the

outcasts of Israel will he gather together

;

3 He that healeth the broken-hearted, and
bindeth up their hurts;

4 Who counteth'' the number of the stars;

who calleth them all by (their) names.
5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in

power: his understanding is immeasurable.

6 The Lord helpeth up the meek: he
bringeth down the wicked to the ground.

7 Lift up a song unto the Lord with
thanksgiving; sing praise unto our God with
the harp;

8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds,

who prepareth rain for the earth, who caus-

eth grass to grow upon the mountains;
9 Who giveth to the beast its food, to the

young ravens which cry."

10 Not in the strength of the horse hath

* Rashi. Mendelssohn, "wisest resolves."
"" Lit "openeth the blind."
° Philippson, "because, he (God) is lovely, praise be-

cometh him." Sforno, "because he dclighteth in kind-

ness, therefore," &c.
'' Mendelssohn, "fixeth," or "determineth."
• The ravens arc said to throw their young out of the

uest before they can fly; hence God's care for them.
•1 Z

he delight: nor in the (swiftness' of the) legs

of man taketli he pleasure.

11 Tiie Lord taketh pleasure in those that

fear him, that wait for his kindness.

12 Glorify, O Jerusalem, the Lord; praise

thy God, Zion.

13 For he hath strengthened the bars of

thy gates; he hath blessed thy children in

the midst of thee

;

14 He who bestoweth peace in thy borders,

who satisfieth thee with the l)est of wheat;
15 He who sendeth forth his decree unto

the earth; how swiftly speedeth his word
along

!

10 He who dispenseth snow like wool;
who streweth about the hoarfrost like ashes;

17 He who casteth down his ice"-' like

pieces: before his cold who can stand?

18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth

them: he causeth his wind to blow, and wa-
ters run along.**

19 He declareth his word unto Jacob, his

statutes and his ordinances unto Israel.

20 He hath not done so unto any nation

:

and (his) ordinances'—these they know not.

Hallelujah.

PSALM CXLVIII.

1 ^ Hallelujah. Praise ye the Lord from
the heavens : praise him in the heights.

2 Praise ye him, all his angels; praise ^e
him, all his hosts.

3 Praise ye him, sun and moon : praise

him, all ye stai's of light.

4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and
ye waters that are above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord;

for he commanded and they were created.

6 And he established them for ever and
to eternity: he gave a decree which none
shall transgress.''

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, ye sea-

monsters, and all deeps;

8 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; thou

stoiTa-wind that fulfillest his word;

' Jonathan, "not in the legs of running men hath he

pleasure."

' Some, "hail," which comes down in pieces. Eng.

ver., "morsels," i'. e. of bread.
" Sachs, after Redak, " they run off in water."
' Philippson after TIcngstcnberg, "and laws of justice;"

because heathen laws are a sad mixture of right and wrong.
' Rashi. Redak, "which shall not pass away."
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9 Ye mountains, and all hills; fruitful

trees, and all cedars;

10 Ye beasts, and all cattle; creeping

things, and winged birds;

11 Ye kings of tlie earth, and all nations;

princes, and all judges of the earth;

12 Young men and also vii'gins; old men,

together "with boys:

—

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord;

for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is

above earth and heaven.

14 He also exalteth the horn of his people,

a praise unto all his pious servants; (even)

unto the children of Israel, a people near

unto him. Hallelujah.

PSALM CXLIX.
1 ^ Hallelujah. Sing unto the Lord a

new song, his praise in the congregation of

the pious.

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker: let the

children of Ziou exult in their King.

3 Let them praise his name in the dance

:

with the timljrel and harp let them sing

praises unto him.

4 For the Lord takctli jileasure in his peo-

ple : he will adorn the meek with salvation.

5 Lot the pious be joyful in glory: let

them sing aloud upon their couches.

6 The exalted praises of God are in their

mouth, and a two-edged sword is in their

hand

;

7 To execute vengeance on the nations,

and chastisements on the people;

8 To bind their kings with chains, and
their nobles with fetters of iron ; •

9 To execute upon them the judgment
(which is) written : this is an honour" for all

his pious servants. Hallelujah.

PSALM CL.

1 ^ Hallelujah. Praise ye God in his

sanctuary: praise him in the expansion'' of

his power.

2 Praise him for his acts of might : praise

him according to the abundance of his great-

ness.

3 Praise him with the blowing of the

cornet: praise him w^ith the psaltery and

harp.

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance:

praise him with stringed instruments and

pipe.
_ _

5 Pi-aise him upon the clear-ringmg cym-
bals: praise him upon the high-sounding

cymbals.

G Let every thing that hath breatlf praise

the Lord. Hallelujah.

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS.

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ The proverbs of Solomon the son of

David, the king of Israel

;

2 To know wisdom and instruction;'^

to comprehend the sayings of understand-

ing;

jl
3 To accept the instruction of intelligence,

righteousness, and justice, and equity;

4 To give to the simple prudence, to the

youth knowledge and discretion.

5 The wise will hear, and Avill increase

(his) information; and the man of under-

standing will obtain wise counsels;"

• Sachs, "He (God) is an ornament to all," &c.

^ Eng. ver., "firmament;" more correctly, "the ex-

pansion," )'. r. of the atmosphere.
° Not alone by means of instruments made by men,

but the creatures endowed with a soul themselves shall

continually praise the LoilD, to whom praise is due from
7'Jl

all, for his mercy and goodness, which arc without end or

measure.
'' 1D13 is that species of knowledge proceeding from ex-

perience; lit. "correction," as it is often translated.

" From San "the pilot" of a ship; hence, Jonathan,

I
S<niji3n:3 "guidance," or such counsels as it is safe to
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6 To understand a provcrlj, and a sage

sentence ;" the words of the wise, and their

riddles.

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning

of knowledge: wisdom and instruction fools

(alone) despise.

8 ^ Hear, my son, the instruction of thy
father, and cast not oft" the teaching of thy
mother;

9 J'or a wreath of grace are they unto thy
head, and chains for thy throat.

10 My son, if sinners Avish to entice thee,

con.sent thou not.

11 If they should say. Come with us, let

us lie in wait for blood," let us watch in con-

cealment for the uselessly"" innocent;

12 We Avill swallow them up like the

grave ali-\e; and the men of integrity,'' as

those tliat go down into the pit;

13 We shall find all (kinds of) precious

wealth, we will fill our houses with booty;

11 Thy lot must thou cast in our midst;

one purse shall be for us all

:

15 My son, walk not thou on the way
with them; withhold thy foot from their

path

;

16 For their feet run after evil, and they
make haste to shed blood.

17 For uselessly is the net spread" out be-

fore the eyes of every winged bird

;

18 While they lie in wait for their (own)

blood; they watch in concealment for their

(own) lives.

19 So are the paths of every one that is

greedy after (unlawful) gain ; it taketli away
the life of those that own it

20 ^ AVisdom ci'ieth loudly without; in

the public places she uttcreth her voice;

21 At tlie corner of noisy streets she call-

eth, at the entrances of gates; in the city

she sayeth her speeches:

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love

follow. So also Philippson, fUhrung. There is no single

word in English to convey this idea; hence wo have re-

tained the "wise counsels" of the Engli.sh version.
° Herxheimer. Arnheim, as the English version, "in-

terpretation."
' Kashi, "to shed blood."
° ). c. Whose innocence cannot save him. So renders

Philippson. Ealbag, "although he has not sinned against

us." Herxheimer, "without danger," t. c. we need ap-

prehend no danger in assailing him unawares.
' Aljcn Ezra; but llashi, "we will swallow them while

they are entire."

'! simplicity? and the scorners take their de-

light in scorning, and fools hate know-
ledge?

23 Turn back to my admonition : behold,

I will pour' out my spirit imto you, I will

make known my words unto j-ou.

24 ^1 Whereas I called, and ye refused;

I stretched out my hand, and no man was
attentive

;

25 And ye have set at nought all my
counsel, and would not accept my admoni-
tion :

26 (Therefore) I also will truly laugh at

your calamity; I will deride (you) when
your terror coraeth

;

27 When }our terror cometh like the

tempest-cloud, and your calamity hasteneth
like a whirlwind; when there come upon
you distress and affliction.

28 Then will they call me, but I w-ill not
answer; they will seek me eamicstly, but
they shall not find me;

29 For the reason that they hated know-
ledge, and the fear of the Lord they did not

choose

;

30 (That) they would not attend to my
counsel; (that) they rejected all my admoni-
tion.

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of

their own way, and from their own counsels

shall they be satisfied.

32 For the defection of the simple will

slay them, and the prosperity of fools will

cause them to be lost.

33 But he that hearkeneth unto me shall

dwell safely, and shall be at rest from the

dread of evil.

CHAPTER IL

I

1 ^ My son, if thou would but accept my
[

words, and treasure up ray commandments
I with thee

;

° Arnheim, "strewed with seed." Ra.shi would con-

nect the verses so : the birds conceive the seed strewed

in the net is there for no purpose; hence, they will

snatch at it, while the hunters draw in the cords, as they

ai'o waiting and arc concealed to take tlie life of their

prey. According to this view the word own must not be

supplied. Others, however, interpret, "The bird seeing

the net will escape, it is useless to catch him, and so will

the innocent be delivered from the wicked, while the

persecutors themselves are caught in their own toils."

' True wisdnm, the fear and kimwli'dge of God, is ai-

' ways accessible, like a stream of water. (Deut. x.\x. 1 1 )
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2 To let thy ear listen unto wisdom;
wouldst incline thy heart to understanding!

3 For if thou wilt call after intelligence

;

if after understanding thou wilt lift up thy

voice

;

4 If thou wilt seek her as silver, and
search for her as for hidden treasures

:

5 Then wilt thou understand the fear of

the LoKD, and the knowledge of God wilt

thou find.

G For the Lord giveth wisdom : out of his

mouth (come) knowledge and understand-

ing.

7 He treasureth up sound wisdom" for the

righteous, as a shield to those that walk in

integrity;

8 That men'' may keep the paths of justice;

and the way of his pious servants doth he
guard.

9 Then wilt thou understand righteous-

ness, and justice, and equity; yea, every
track of goodness.

10 For" wisdom will enter thy heart, and
knowledge will be pleasant unto thy soul;

11 Discretion will watch over thee, under-

standing will keep thee;

12 To deliver thee from the way of the

bad, from the man that speaketh perverse

things;

1.3 (From those) who leave the paths of

uprightness, to walk in the ways of dark-

ness;

14 Who rejoice to do evil, who are delight-

ed in the perverseness of the bad

;

15 Who as regardeth their paths are crook-

ed, and froward in their tracks.

10 To deliver thee from the adultress,*

from the alien woman that useth flattering

speeches

;

17 That forsaketh the friend of her youth,

and forgetteth the covenant of her Cod.

18 For she"" sinketh unto death—her house,

and unto the departed (lead) her tracks.

* Abon Ezra. Rashi takes it as equivalent for the divine

law. Philippson, "bappines.s."
' Rashi, Abcn Ezra, &c. I'hilippson, "Watching (('. e.

on the part of God) the paths of ju.sticc."

' Jonathan. Abcn Ezra, "when wisdom cnt<'rcth

—

then will discretion," &c.
'' iSo Ra.shi ; but ho understands by the term, not the

adultress proper, but idolatry, which is, as it were, a

breach of the marriage tie between God and Israel. (See
Hosea ii. 21.) The "alien" spoken of in the latter part

of the verse is also one "alien to virtue."
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19 All that come unto her return not
again, and they will not reach the paths of
life.

20 In order that thou mayest walk in the
way of good men, and observe the paths of
the righteous.

21 For the upright will dwell on the earth,

and the perfect will be left remaining in it.

22 But the wicked will be cut off from the
earth, and the treacherous shall be plucked
up therefrom.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ My .son, forget not my teaching; and
let thy heart keep my commandments;

2 For length of dajs, and years of life, and
peace, will they increase unto thee.

3 Let kindness and truth not forsake thee

;

bind them about thy throat; write them
upon the tables of thy heart

:

4 So shalt thou find grace and good fa-

vour' in the eyes of God and man.
5 Trust in the Lord with all thy heart;

and upon thy own understanding do not

rely.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and
he will make level thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thy own eyes : fear the

Lord, and depart from evil.

8 It will be healing to thy body,*' and
marrow to thy bones.

9 Honour the Lord with thy wealth, and
with the first-fruits of all thy products:

10 So shall thy storehouses be filled with
plenty, and with new wine shall thy presses

overflow.

11 The correction'' of the Lord, mj^ son,

do not despise; and feel no loathing lor his

admonition

;

12 Because whomever the Lord loveth he

admonisheth; and as a father who delighteth

in (his) son.

13 Happy the man that hath found wis-

• Aben Ezra; i. e. death is her proper dwelling, whi-

ther her conduct leads her. Rashi, " Who entcroth her

house is on the declivity leading down to death." I'hi-

lippson, "For her house sinketh unto hell;" but jT3

huuir is masculine, and cannot therefore agree with nniy

the third person feminine.
' Lit. "intelligence." Others, "success."
" Lit. " navel," the soft portion of the body against hmrs.
' The sorrows and trials of life are the means Goil cm-

ploys to correct man's faults and to admonish hiui to

amend.
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dom, and the man that acquireth' under-

standing.

14 For the obtaining'' of her is tetter than

the obtaining of silver, and better than fine

gold i.s her product.

15 She is more precious than pearls ; .and all

the things thou valuest are not equal unto
her.

IG Length of days is in her right hand:
in her left are riches and honour.

1

7

Her wajs are ways of pleasantness, and
all her paths are peace.

18 A tree of life is she to those that lay

hold on her: and every one that firmly grasp-

cth her will be made happy.

19 % The Lord hath through wisdom
founded the earth; he hath established the

heavens through understanding.

20 By his knowledge were the depths

split open, and the skies drop down the

dew.

21 My son, let them not be removed from
thy e^es; keep (before thee) sound wisdom
and discretion;

22 And they will be life unto thy soul,

and grace to thy throat

:

23 Then wilt thou walk in safety on thy
way, and thy foot will not strike (against

aught) :

24 When thou layest thyself down, thou
shalt feel no dread; and as thou liest down,
thy sleep shall be pleasant.

25 Thou needest not to be afraid of sud-

den dread, neither of the (unlooked-for) tem-

pest over the wicked, when it cometh.
26 For the Lord will be thy confidence,

and he will guard thy foot from being caught.

27 Withhold not a benefit" from him who
is deserving it, when it is in the power of

thy hand to do it.

28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and
return, and to-morrow will I give: when
thou hast it by thee.

20 Contrive not against thy neighbour any
evil, when he dwelleth in safety with thee.

30 Quarrel not with any man without
cause, if he have done thee no harm.

31 Envy not the man of violence, and
choose none of his ways.

32 For the froward is an al)nmination to the

Lord; but with the upright is his good-will.*

33 The curse of the Lord is in the house
of the wicked; but the habitation of the

righteous will he bless.

34 If (it concern) the scornful he will him-
self render them a scorn ; but unto the lowly

doth he give grace.

35 The wise shall inherit glory; but fools

shall obtain disgrace as their portion."

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ Hear, ye children, the correction of a

father, and attend to know understanding.

2 For good information do I give you; my
teaching must ye not forsake.

3 For I was a son unto my fiither, a tender

and an only child before my mother.

4 And he instructed me, and said unto me.
Let thy heart grasp firmly my words: ob-

serve my commandments and live.

5 Acquire wisdom, acquire understanding:

forget not; and depart not from the sayings

of my mouth.
6 Forsake her not, and she will watch

over thee : love her, and she Avill keep thee.

7 The beginning of wisdom is, Acquire
wisdom: and with all thy acquisition acquire

understanding.

8 Hold her in high esteem,' and she will

exalt thee: she will bring thee to honour,

when thou embracest her.

9 She shall give to thy head a wreath of

grace : a croAvn of ornament will she deliver*

to thee.

10 Hear, my son, and accept my say-

ings; and they will increase unto thee the

years of life.

11 In the way of wisdom have I instructed

thee; I have led thee in the tracts of upright-

ness.

* Rashi, " to be so ready with it, that he can spread it

abroad to others."
^ Ralbag; but Rashi, literally, "exchanges," or "mer-

chandise."
" Ralbag. Zunz and Eng. ver., "to whom is it due."

Rashi, one opinion, "Hinder not thy friend to do good to

the poor who mcritcth it, when thou hast even the power
j

her with ardour wherever she may be found,

to do so." 11
* Aben Ezra. Other.", " will encompass thee."
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^ Lit. "secret;" hence, Amhcim, "confidence," or

"good-will;" because those, to whom we impart our se-

crets, must have first our friendship.

° Rashi. Ralbag, one opinion, "shall be removed by
disgrace."

' Aben Ezra. Rashi, "Glean for her," i. e. seek for
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12 When thou walkest, thy step shall not

be narrowed; and when thou runnest, shalt

thou not stumble.

13 Lay fast hold of correction ; let her not

go: keep her; for she is thy life.

14 Enter not into the path of the wicked,

and step not on the way of the bad.

15 Avoid it, pass not tlii'ough by it, turn

oflf from it, and pass away.

16 For they sleep not, except they have
done evil; and their sleep is robbed away,
unless they cause some to stumble.

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness;

and the wine of violence do they drink.

18 But the path of the righteous is as the

early morning-" light, that shineth moi'e and
more brightly until the height of noonday .*"

19 The way of the wicked is like dark-

ness : they know not against what they stum-

ble.

20 ^ My son, attend to my words, unto

my sayings incline thy ear.

21 Let them not slip away from thy eyes;

guard them in the midst of thy heart.

22 For they are life unto every one of

those that find them, and to all his body a

healing.

23 Above all that is to be guarded, keep
thy heart; for out of it are the issues of life.

24 Remove from thee frowardness" of

mouth ; and pcrversencss of lips put away far

from thee.

25 Let thy eyes look right forward, and
let thy eyelids see straight out before thee.

20 Balance well the track of thy foot, and
let all thy ways be firmly right.

27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the

left : remove thy foot from evil.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ My son, attend unto my wisdom; to

my understanding incline thou thy ear;

" Ralbag. Philippson, "as the upward-beaming light,"

I. r. of the sun.
'' Rashi. Lit. "the establishment of day."
° Aruhcim, " Remove from thyself crookedness [Phi-

lippson, "obli(|uity"] of the moutli; and distortion [Phi-

lippson, "crooking"] of the lips put away far from thcc;"
which Rashi explains, that we should take care not to be
ill spoken of by others; J'hilippson, that we should be so

full of truth as not to use distorti(ms when we speak,

which betoken falsehood. Rut that, as is s;iid in the next
verso, wo sliouUl be straightforward and look men in the
face, conscious of our truthfulness.

2 That thou mayest observe discretion,

and that thy lips may keep knowledge.
3 For as of fine honey drop the lips of an

adultress woman, and smoother than oil is

her palate

;

4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, it is

sharp as a two-edged sword.

5 Her feet go down to death; her steps

take firm hold on the nether world.

G So that she cannot jjalance the'" path of

life ; her tracks are unsteady, and she know-
eth it not.

7 ][ And now, ye children, hearken
unto me, and depart not from the sayings

of my mouth.
8 Remove far from her thy way, and come

not nigh to the door of her house

;

9 That thou mayest not give up unto
others thy vigour," and thy years unto the

cruel

;

10 That strangers may not satisfy them-
selves with thy strength, and with thy exer-

tions, in the house of an alien

:

11 While thou moanest at thy end, when
thy fiesli and thy body are coming to their

end,

12 And thou sayest. How have I hated

correction, and how hath my heart rejected

reproof;

13 While I hearkened not to the voice of

m}' instructors, and to my teachers I inclined

not my ear.

14 But little morc"^ was wanting and I had
been in all (kinds of) unhappiness in the

midst of the congregation and assembly.

15 Drink water out of thy own cistern,

and running waters out of thy own well.

16 So will thy fountains overflow abroad;

and in the open streets will be thy rivulets of

water.''

17 They will be th}'^ own onl}-, and not

those of strangers with thee.

""Philippson, after Jonathan ; but Rashi, "Weigh not

near her tlie path of life, choosing to do one thing or the

other; for the tracks of a harlot are unsteady and they

lead to perdition, and thou wilt not be able to take heed

till thou stumblest and fallcst."

* Lit. "glory," or "respectability," hero what makes
the youth respected, viz. his manlj' vigour.

' Ralbag; but Rashi, "for a trifle have I been brought

unto all manner of evil." Philippson conceives this lo

mean the arraignment on trial fur adultery, which would

Lave cau.sed the sjiej^kcr's death.

• After Alien Eira, who understands herewith a mulli-
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IS Thy fountains Avill bo blessed; and re-

joice with tlic wife of thy youth,

—

19 The lovely gazelle and the graceful

chamois; let her bosom satisfy thee abun-

dantly at all times; with her love be thou
ravished continually.

20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravish-

ed with an adulteress, and embrace the bosom
of an alien woman ?

21 For before the eyes of the Lord are the

ways of man, and all his tracks doth he
weigh in the balance.

22 His own iniquities will truly catch the

wicked, and with the cords of his sins will he

be held firmly.

23 lie will indeed die for want of correc-

tion ; and through the abundance of his folly

will he sink into error.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ My son, if thou hast become surety

for thy friend, if thou hast struck thy hand*

for a stranger;

2 If thou art ensnared through the words
of thy mouth, if thou art caught through the

words of thy mouth

:

3 (Then) do this by all means, my son,

and deliver thyself, because thou art come
into the power'' of thy friend; go hasten to

him, and urge" thy friend.

4 Grant not any sleep to thy eyes, nor
slumber to thy eyelids.

5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand
(of the hunter), and as a bird from the hand
of the fowler.

G ^ Go to the ant, thou sluggard; look on
her ways and become wise.

7 She, that hath no prince, officer, or

ruler,

8 Provideth in the summer her provision,

gathereth in harvest-time her food.

9 How long, sluggard, wilt thou lie

tude of children springing from a happy and faithful

married life. Others apply it all metaphorically to wis-

dom.
• (. c. Giving a pledge, by striking in the hand of the

person who is to receive assurance of payment.
' Lit. "hand," metaphorical for "grasp," or "power."
° I'aslii, who explains 3m "multiply fricnd.s," upon

liim tliat he may forgive thee if thou canst not pay;

;inil DiJTin "open him thy hand to pay if thou hast the

means." Arnheim, after Aben Ezra, "cast th3'self at his

feet, then canst thou defy the friend," i. e. the one who
does not pay his debt.

down? when wilt thou arise out of tliy

sleep?

10 "A little (more) sleep, a little slumber,

a little folding of the hands in lying down
;"

11 But then will thy poverty come like a

I'over,'' and thy want as a man armed with

a shield.

12 ^ A godless person is a man of in-

justice, who walketh with a distorted mouth.
13 He blinketh with his eyes, he scrap-

eth" with his feet, he pointcth with his fin-

gers
;

1-1 Perverseness is in his heart, he con-

triveth evil at all times ; he scattereth abroad

discord.*^

15 Therefore shall suddenly come his cala-

mity; unawares shall he be broken without

a remedy.
10 T[ Six things there are which the Lord

hateth; and seven are an abomination unto

his spirit:

17 Haughty eyes, a tongue of falsehood,

and hands that shed innocent blood,

18 A heart that contriveth plans of in-

justice, feet that hasten to run after evil,

19 A false witness that eagerly uttereth

lies, and him that scattereth abroad discord

among brethren.

20 ^ Keep, my son, the commandment
of thy father, and reject not the teaching

of thy mother

:

21 Bind them upon thy heart continually,

tie them about thy throat.

22 When thou walkest, it shall lead thee;

when thou liest down, it shall watch over

thee; and when thou art awake it shall con-

verse with thee.

23 For the commandment is a lamp, and
the law is light; and the way of life are the

admonitions of correction

:

24 To guard thee against a bad woman,
from the flattery of an alien tongue.^

* Septuagint, "xaxoj iSoirtopof," hence, Herxheimer,

"vagabond." Philippson, "robber;" but the word "rover"

expresses perfectly the Hebrew iSrT3 and all the other

ideas of these commentators.—A man supplied with a

shield makes an attack and at the same time wards oflf

the blows of the other; or the .same as "irresistible."

" I'hilippson and Kng. ver., "he .spcaketh," i'. p. he

does not speak out, but by distortion of the mimth, by

scraping with the foot and pointing with the finger, lie in-

fers a falsehood which he dares not to utter.

' Lit. "quarrels," "disputes."
s Jonathan, "the tongue of an alien woman."
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25 Covet not her beauty in thy heart ; and

let her not conquer thee with her eyelids.

20 For by means of a harlot" (one is

brought down) to the last loaf of bread : and

an adulterous woman will even hunt for the

precious life.

27 Can a man gather up fire in his lap,

and his clothes not be burnt?

28 Can a man walk along upon hot coals,

and his feet not be burnt?

29 So it is with him that goeth in to his

neighbour's wife; no one that toucheth her

shall remain unpunished.

30 Men do not despise the thief, if he steal,

to gratify his craving when he is hungry;
31 And if he be found, he must pay seven-

fold; all the wealth of his house must he

give.

32 But whoso committeth adultery with a

woman lacketh sense: he that is the de-

stroyer of his soul, will alone do this.

33 Plague and disgrace will he meet with;

and his reproach will not be blotted out.

34 For jealousy is the fury of a husband,

and he will not spare on the day of ven-

geance.

35 He will not regard the appearance of

any ransom; and he will not be content,

though thou give ever so many bribes.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ My son, observe my sayings, and my
commandments must thou treasure up with

thee.

2 Observe my commandments, and live;

and my teaching as the apple of thy eyes.

3 Bind them around thy fingers, write

them upon the taljle of thy heart.

4 Say unto Avisdom, Thou art my sister;

and call understanding thy kinswoman:
5 That they may keep thee from an adul-

terous woman, from an alien that useth flat-

tering speeches.

G For through the window of my house,

through my lattice did I (once) look out,

* i. e. The company with dissolute women in general

will ruin even the wealthiest and lead to penury; but
adultery will endanger life even.

'' Meaning, he was first observed loitering about at

dusk, and he continued till it was quite dark.
° Arnheira. I'hilippson, "of a deceitful tongue."

IlerxlieinuT, "concealed intention."
' Lit. "Siie hardened her face and said," &c.
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7 And I beheld among the simple ones, I

discerned among the youths, a lad void of

sen.se

;

8 He was passing through the market-
place near her comer; and he stepjjcd along

on the way to her house;

9 In the twilight,'' in the evening of the

day, in the depth of the night and when it

w^as dark;

10 And, behold, a woman came to meet
him with the attire of a harlot, and obdurate'

of heart.

11 (She is noisy and ungovernable; in

her house her feet never rest;

12 At one time she is in the street, at an-

other in the open places, and near every
corner doth she lurk,)

13 And she caught hold of him, and kissed

him, and with an impudent face'^ she said to

him,

14 "I had bound myself to bring peace-

offerings; this day have I paid my vows.

15 Therefore am I come forth to meet
thee, to seek thy presence diligently, and I

have found thee.

IG With tapestry coverings have I decked
my bed, with embroidered coverlids" of the

fine linen of Egypt.

17 1 have sprinkled my couch with myrrh,
aloes, and cinnamon.

18 Come, let us indulge in love until the

morning: let us delight ourselves with dalli-

ances.

19 For the man is not in his house, he is

gone on a journey a great way off;

20 The bag of money hath he taken with

him,'^ by the day of the new-moon festival

only will he come home."
21 She seduced him by the abundance of

her reasoning,* by the flattery of her lips she

misguided him.

22 He followed after her suddenly, as an
ox goeth to the slaughter, and as in fetters''

to his correction, the fool

;

23 Till an arrow cleaveth through his

* Jonathan, Aben Ezra, and Philippson. Ralbag, tak-

ing D'^3^^ as chains or gold ornaments, supposes noon
to be "cords."

' Ilcb. " in his hand."
' Lit. "information," or "doctrine;" here the volubility

of false rea.soning.

^ Arnheim. Jonathan takes 031" to mean dog, and

renders as "the dog to correction," and takes Vix for
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liver; as a bird hastenetli into the snare,

and knoweth not that it is done to take his

life.

24 *[[ And now, children, hearken unto

me, and listen to the sayings of my mouth.

25 Let not thy heart turn aside to her

ways, do not go astra}' on her paths.

26 For many deadly Avounded hath she

caused to fiill: yea, very numerous are all

those slain by her.

27 The ways to the nether world is her

house, leading down to the chambers of

death.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ Behold, wisdom calleth, and under-

standing sendeth forth her voice.

2 On the top of high places, by the way-
side, at the house where there are (many)

paths doth she place herself

3 Alongside of gates, at the opening of the

city, at the entrance of the town (-doors)

doth she call loudl}',

4 Unto you, men, I call; and my voice

(goeth forth) to the sons of men.
5 Learn, ye simple, to understand pru-

dence : and, ye fools, be ye of an understand-

ing heart.

6 Hear ; for of noble things will I speak

;

and the opening of my lips shall be of what
is equitable.

7 For truth uttereth my palate ever; and

the abomination of my lips is wickedness.

8 In righteousness are all the sayings of

my mouth; there is in them nothing crooked

or perverse.

9 They are all evident to the man of un-

derstanding, and correct to those that have

obtained knowledge.

10 Accept my correction, and not silver;

and knowledge rather than choice gold.

11 For wisdom is better than pearls; and

all the things that men wish for are not

equal to her.

S'K " the deer," and connects it with the next verse :
" And

like the deer who receiveth the flying arrow in his liver."

Philippson, after Eoscnmiiller, and others, "as a deer

springeth in the net," taking -loio as synonymous with

"net."
* Philippson, "and nobly all the judges of the earth."

' Aben Ezra. Kashi, "I have a great inheritance to

give to my friends."

° Jonathan. Lit. "acquired."

12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and the

knowledge of discreet tlioughts do I discover.

13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil,

pride and arrogance, and the evil way; and
the moutli of perverseness do I hate.

14 Mine are counsel and sound wisdom : I

am understanding; mine is might.

15 Through me do kings reign, and chief-

tains give decrees (in) righteousness.

IG Through me do princes rule, and the

nobles," even all the judges of the earth.

17 I indeed love those that love me; and

those that seek me earnestly shall find me.

18 Riches and honour are with me; yea,

enduring wealth and righteousness.

19 My fruit is better than gold, and than

fine gold; and my products, than choice sil-

ver.

20 On the road of righteousness do I walk

firml}', in the midst of the paths of justice:

21 That I may cause those that love me
to inherit a lasting possession;'' and their

treasures will I fill.

22 ][ The Lord created" me as the begin-

ning of his way, the first"* of his works from

the commencement.
23 From eternity was I appointed chief,

from the beginning, from the earliest times

of the earth.

24 AVhen there were yet no depths, was I

brought forth ; when there were yet no springs

laden heavily with water.

25 Before the mountains were yet sunk

down,'' before the hills was I brought forth

;

2G While as yet he had not made the

land and open fields, nor the chief of the

dust of the world.

27 When he prepared the heavens, I was

there; when he drew a circle* over the face

of the deep;

28 When he fastened the skies above;

when the springs of the deep became strong;

29 When he assigned to the sea his decree,

that the waters should not transgress his

'' Aben Ezra and Arnheim. Philippson, onp as a pre-

position, "bf/orc his works, long ago."
" As though the mountains were dropped down on

their bases by the hands of the Creator.

' Rashi; meaning, "the first man, Adam." Philipp-

son, "the total (if the unfruitful dust of the world."

Others, "the highest." Arnheim, after Aben Ezra,

"the beginning."
e Ralbae, " the globe of the earth."

^ ^
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order :" when he established firmly the found-

ations of the earth

:

00 Then was I near hira, as a nursling;

and I was day ])y day (his) delights, playing

before liiin at all times;

31 Playing in the world, his earth;'' and
having my delights with the sons of men.

32 ^i And now, children of men, hearken

unto me: for happy are those that observe

my ways.

33 Hear correction, and he wise, and avoid

it not.

34 Happy is the man that hearkeneth

unto me, watching day by day at my gates,

waiting at the posts of my doors.

3o For he who findeth me findeth life,

and he obtaineth favour from the Lord.

36 But he that sinneth against me doth

violence to his own soul : all those that hate

me love death.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ Wisdom hath built her house, she

hath hewn out her seven pillars

;

2 She hath killed her cattle; she hath
mingled her wine; she hath also set in order

her table.

3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she

inviteth (her guests) upon the top" of the

highest places of the city,

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither;

as for him that is void of sense, she saitli to

him,

5 " Come, eat of my bread, and drink of

the wine which I have mingled.

6 Forsake simplicity, and live; and go on-

ward on the way of understanding.

7 He that correcteth a scorner acquireth

for himself abuse; and he that repi'oveth the

wicked getteth himself a blemish.

8 Uo not correct a scorner, lest lie hate

thee: reprove a wise man, and he will love

thee.

9 Give to the wise (instruction), and he
will become yet wiser: impart knowledge to

the righteous, and he will increase his infor-

mation.

10 The commencement of wisdom is the

* Arnheini, " that the water should not pass bej'ond

its shore," V3 the mouth of the sea; but others, "the
ortlir of (jod."

^ Abcn Kzra. Others, "on the globe of his earth."

fear of the Lokd: and the knowledge of the

Most Holy One'^ is understanding.

11 For through me shall thy days be mul-
tiplied, and the years of thy life shall be in-

creased unto thee.

12 If thou art become wise, thou art wise

for thyself; but if thou art a scorner, thou
alone wilt have to bear it."

13 The woman of folly is noisy: she is

simple, and knoweth not what (to do).

14 And she sitteth at the door of her

house, upon a chair in the high places of the

city,

15 To call the wayfarers who go straight

forward on their paths,

16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hi-

ther; and as for him that is void of sense,

she saitli to him,

17 "Stolen waters are sweet, and bread
of secrecy is pleasant."

18 But he knoweth not that the departed

are there; and that in the depths of the

nether world are her guests.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ The proverbs of Solomon. A wise

son causeth (his) father to rejoice; but a
foolish son is the grief of his mother.

2 Treasures of wickedness will not profit

aught; but righteousness will deliver from
death.

3 The Lord avIU not suffer the soul of the

righteous to fiiniish; but the sinful desires

of the wicked will he cast away.
4 He becometh poor that laboureth with

an indolent hand; but the hand of the dili-

gent niaketh rich.

5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise

son; (but) he that sleepeth in harvest is a

son that causeth shame.

6 Blessings come upon the liead of the

righteous; but the mouth of the wicked
covereth over (their) violence.

7 The memory of the just is (destined) to be
blessed; but the name of tiie wicked shall rot.

8 The wise in heart will accej^t command-
ments; but he that is a fool in his speaking"

will stumble.

" Lit. "backs."
'' Aben Ezra, as though it were D'B'ip DTiSn.

'and the knowledge of holy men," &c.
' Ilcb. "a fool of lips."

Othe
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9 lie tliat walketh uprightly ever Avalketh

securel}'; but he that perverteth his ways
will bo puuished.

10 lie that winketh with the eye causeth

vexation; and he that is a fool in his speak-

ing will stumble.

11 A source of life is the mouth of the

righteous ; the mouth of the wicked covereth

violence.

12 Hatred stirreth up strifes; but love

throweth a cover over all tran.sgressions.

13 On the lips of the man of understand-

ing there is found Avisdom ; but a rod is for

the back of him that is void of sense.

14 Wise men treasure up knowledge; but

the mouth of the foolish is an approaching

terror."

15 The Avealth of the rich man is his

strong city: the terror of the poor is their

poverty.

IG The labour of the righteous (tendeth)

to life: the product of the wicked is for sin.

17 On the way of life is he that observeth

correction; but he that forsaketh reproof is

in error.

18 He that hideth hatred hath lips of

falsehood; and he that spreadeth abroad an

evil report, is a fool.

19 In a multitude of words transgression

cannot be avoided ; but he that refraineth his

lips is intelligent.

20 (Like) choice silver is the tongue of the

righteous: the heart of the wicked is Avorth

but very little.

21 The lips of the righteous feed many;
but fools die through lack of sense.''

22 The blessing of the Lord it is which
maketh rich, and painful labour addetti no-

thing thereto.

2o It is as sport to a fool to do wicked
deeds; but a man of understanding hath wis-

dom."
2-4 What the wicked dreadeth, that will

come upon him ; but the longing of the rights

eous will God grant.

25 As the whirlwind passeth by, the wick-

* Arubcim. Jonathan, "destruction;" and so wher-

ever the word nnno occurs.

' Abcn Ezra, " fools die through means of one void of

sense, who misleadcth them."
" Kashi, " As it is sport to the fool to do wicked deeds,

so is wisdom (sport) to the man of understanding."
•* Arnheim, "but it is a terror to the workers," &c.

ed is no more; but the righteous is an ever-

lasting foundation.

20 As vinegar is to the teeth, and as

smoke is to the eyes, so is the sluggard to

those that send him.

27 The fear of the Lord increaseth (man's)

days; but the years of the wicked will be

shortened.

28 The expectation of the righteous is joy;

but the hope of the wicked shall perish.

29 The way of the Lord is a strong-hold to

the upright; but terror'' is destined to the

workers of injustice.

30 The righteous shall never be removed;
but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.

31 The mouth of the just uttercth" wis-

dom; but the tongue of perverseness shall be

cut out.

32 The lips of the righteous know (how to

obtain) favour; but the mouth of the wicked
(speaketh) perverseness.

CHAPTER XL
1 Balances of deceit are an abomination of

the Lord; but a full weight (obtaineth) his

favour.

2 When pride cometh, then cometh dis-

grace; but with the modest there is wisdom.
3 The integrity of the upright guideth

them; but the cunning of the treacherous

destroyeth them.

4 Wealth cannot profit on the day of

wrath;' but righteousness will deliver from

death.

5 The righteousness of the perfect maketh
even his way; but by his own wickedness

will the wicked iiiU.

6 The righteousness of the upright will de-

liver them ; but through their own sinful de-

sires are the treacherous caught.

7 When a wicked man dieth, (his) hope

vanisheth ; and the expectation of (his) chil-

dren^ is lost.

8 The righteous is delivered out of dis-

tress, and the wicked cometh in his stead.

9 With his mouth doth the hypocrite de-

• R.ashi. Others, "produeeth."
' When God punishes.

' Kashi, taking d'JIX as "strength," in the sense it is

found in Gen. xli.x. 3. I'hilippson, "his expectation of

power," as apposition to "the hopes" first spoken of.

Jonathan, "of the men who do unjustly," as though its

singular were .spelled avcn instead of on.
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stroy his iieigliboiir; but through knowledge
are the righteous delivered.

10 When it gocth well with the righteous,

the city rejoiceth loudly; and when the

wicked perish, there is joyful shouting.

11 Tlirough the blessing of the upright a

city is exalted; but througli the mouth of the

wicked it is pulled down.
12 lie that despiseth his neighbour is void

of sense; but a man of understanding main-
taineth silence.

13 He that walketh about as talebearer re-

vealeth secrets; but he that is of a faithful

spii'it concealeth the matter.

14 Where there is no wise guidance, a

people must foil; but (it will obtain) help

througli the multitude of counsellors.

15 With evil will he be overwhelmed that

is surety for a stranger; but he that hateth

giving the hand as pledge is safe.

IG A woman endowed with grace Avill

surely obtain honour; and the powerful' will

obtain riches.

17 The man of kindness doth good to his

own soul; but he that troubleth his own
flesh is cruel.

IS The wicked practiseth a work of false-

hood ;'' but he that soweth righteousness (ob-

taineth) the reward of truth.

19 He who is firm in righteousness at-

taineth to life; and he that pursueth evil

(doth it) to his own death.

20 An abomination of the Lord are those

of a perverse heart; but his fovour is for

those who are unblemi.shed in their way.
21 The hand (of God) being against (his)

hand," the bad man shall not go unpunished;
but the seed of the righteous shall escape.

22 As a golden ring in a swine's snout, so

is a handsome woman that hath thrown off

discretion.''

23 The desire of the righteous is only

good ; but the hope of the wacked is the wrath
(of God).

24 There is a man that scattereth gifts,

and yet his wealth is increased ; and there is

' Riishi, and so Philippson, gives D'^V) "^ ^*<1 sense,

"those who arc tyrannical or unjustly exacting;" but
llerxhcimer thinks it merely intended to represent here

the " industrious," " hardy labourers."
^ Arnheini, "the wicked ac(|uirc a worthless gain."
" iSo Kashi and Aben Ezra. Jonathan, " lie that

strctchcth out hi.s hand against Lis neighbour." Some,

one that withholdeth more than is proper,

and still cometh only to want.

25 A beneficent soul will be abundantly
gratified;" and he that refresheth (others)

will be also refreshed himself.

26 Him that withholdeth corn, the people

will denounce; but blessing will Ije heaped
upon the head of the one that selleth it.

27 He that diligently searcheth after good
secketh favour; but if one inquireth after evil,

it will come unto him.

28 He that trusteth in his riches will

surely fall; but the righteous shall grow like

the leaves (of a tree).

29 He that troubleth his own house will

inherit the wind ; and the fool will become
the servant to the wise of heart.

30 The fruit of the righteous is of the tree

of life; and the wise draweth souls to him-
self

31 Behold, the righteous is recompensed
on the earth: how much more the wicked
and the sinner.*^

CHAPTER XII.

1 Whoso loveth correction loveth know-
ledge; but he that hateth reproof is l)rutish.

2 A good man obtaineth favour of the
Lord; but a man of wicked devices will he
condemn.

3 A man cannot be firnil}- established by
wickedness; but the root of the righteous
will not be moved.

4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her
husband; but as rottenness in his bones is

one that bringeth shame (on him).

5 The thoughts of the righteous are ju.s-

tice; but the best counsels of the wicked are

deceit.

6 The words of the wicked are of lying in

wait for blood; but the mouth of the upright
will deliver them.

7 The wicked are suddenly overthrown,
and are no more; but the house of the right-

eous will endure.

8 In accordance with his intelligence is a

'from hand to hand," /. r. though the evil pa.ss from ono

generation to another. Philippson, after Ewald, "The
hand I pledge," or " is pledged that," &c., i. e. it is certain.

'' Philippson, " that is without morals." Others, "grace."
' Lit. "made fat,"—"watered."
' Kashi comments, "How much more must the wicked

be ultimately punished, either in life or in death."
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man praised; but he that is perverse of heart

will come to be despised.

9 Better is he that is lightly esteemed who
hath a servant, than he that ainieth after

honour, and lacketh bread.

10 A riditeous man careth for the life of

his beast; but the mercies of the wicked are

cruelty.

11 "lie that tilleth his ground Avill be satis-

fied with bread; but he that runneth after

idle persons is void of sense.

12 The wicked is covetous for the net of

evil men; l)ut (God) givetli root" to the

righteous.

13 In the transgression of his lips is the

snare of the wicked; but the righteous com-

eth out of distress.

14 From the fruit of his mouth will a

man be satisfied; and the recompense of a

man's hands will be brought back unto

him.

15 The way of a fool is straight in his own
eyes; but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is

wise.

16 The wrath of the fool is known on the

very day ; but he that concealeth the disgrace

is prudent.

17 He that uttereth truth announceth

righteousness ; but a false witness, deceit.

18 There is some one that useth words

(which are) like the thrusts of a sword; but

the tongue of the wise is healing.

19 The lip of truth will stand firm for

ever; but only for a moment the tongue of

falsehood.

20 Deceit is in the heart of those that con-

trive evil; but for the counsellors of peace

there is joy.

21 No wrong can come unawares to the

righteous; but the Avicked arc full of evil.

22 An abomination of the Loud are lips of

falseliood; but they that deal in faithfulness

(obtain) his favour.

* So Arnheim and others, after Jonathan, who, how-

ever, mcrel}' gives, " the root of the righteous shall en-

dure." Rashi, however, "the root of the righteous shall

yield fruit." Aben EEra, "shall strike into the ground,"

I. c, become deeply rooted.
'' Rashi and Kalbag, who conceive that Solomon says

it is unfit for men to entertain care either for the present

or future, but he should remove it by relying on God.

Jn this view is nJNT "care," a feminine noun, the object.

Others, for this once, make aS " the heart," generally

masculine, a feminine, and the object of the verse, and

23 A prudent man concealeth (his) know-
ledge; but the heart of fools proclaimeth

(their) folly.

24 The hand of the diligent will bear

rule; but the indolent must become tribu-

tary.

25 If there be care in the heart of man let

him suppress it; and a good word will change

it into joy.''

20 The righteous is more excellent" than

his neighl)our; but the way of the wicked
leadeth them astray.

27 The indolent roasteth not that which
he hath caught in hunting; Init the most pre-

cious Avealth of man is diligence.'^

28 On the path of righteousness there is

life; and on her pathway there is immor-
tality.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 Tl A wise son (becometh so) by the cor-

rection of his flither; but a scorner hearken-

eth not to rebuke.

2 From the fruit of a man's mouth doth

he eat what is good ; but the longing of the

treacherous is for violence.

3 He that watcheth his mouth guardetli

his life; but he that openeth wide his lips

(preparcth) himself destruction."

4 The sluggard longeth (in) his soul, and
there (cometh) nothing; but the soul of the

diligent will be abundantly gratified.

5 The righteous hateth the word of false-

hood; but the wicked bringeth shame and
dishonour.

6 Righteousness keepeth (him that is) up-

right on his way; but wickedness perverteth'

the (man of) sin.

7 There is some one that pretendeth to be

rich without having any thing; another that

pretendeth to be poor while having abundant
wealth.

8 As the ransom of a man's life (hath he

translate, "Care in a man's heart will bend it down;
but a good word will cause it to rejoice." Philippson

adopts both constructions, the first for the beginning,

and the other f )r the conclusion of the verse.

° Eashi, "the righteous yieldeth (his wrath) to his

neighbour." Arnheim, "warneth his neighbour," j'. c.

to make him do right.

^ Arnheim. Rashi, "the wealth of a man who is dili-

gent is precious."
' Others, "terror."
' Philippson, "produccth the sinners downfall."
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often to give)" liis riches; but the poor hear-

ctli no threat.

9 The hght of the righteous l)urneth joy-

fully;'' but the lamp of the wicked will be

quenched.

10 Only through presumptuous conduct
doth man produce contention; but with the

well-advised is wisdom.
11 Wealth (gotten) by vain deeds wilP be

diminished; but he that gathereth by close

labour' will increase it.

12 Expectation long deferred maketh the

heart sick ; but a tree of life is a desire which
is fulfilled.

13 Whoso despiseth the word shall fall in

to it;" but he that feareth the commandment
will be rewarded.

14 The instruction of the wise is a source

of life, (teaching) to avoid the snares of

death.

15 Good intelligence giveth grace; but the

way of the treacherous is hard.'

16 Every prudent man acteth with know-
ledge; but a fool spreadeth abroad his folly.

17 A Avicked messenger falleth into un-
happiness; but a faithful ambassador (bring-

eth) healing.

18 Poverty and disgrace will overtake
him that avoideth correction; but he that

observeth admonition will be honoured.
19 A desire accomplished is pleasant to

the soul ; but it is abomination to fools to de-

part from evil.

20 He that walketh with wise men will

become wise; but he that associateth with
fools will be destroyed.^

21 Evil pursueth the sinners; but the
righteous will (God) repay with happiness.

22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to

his children's children; but the wealth of
the sinner is treasured up for the righteous.

23 Much food briniireth the new-tilled

* Arnheim, Pliilippson, &c., after Ralbag and Aben
Ezra; i. r. wealth ofteu becomes dangerous because of
the cupidity of rulers and malice of informers; but the
poor escape this danger.

' Lit. "rcjoiceth," i. e. it shines as though it felt joy.
° Abon Ezra, llerxhcimcr, " Wealth is diminished

through vanity."
'' Hub. "upon the hand."
' Ilashi. By despising the word of God wc incur

guilt—as it were, fall in debt for the good neglected.
' Uashi comments, "grievous to him and others."

J'hilippsnn, "destructive."
HOti

ground*" of the poor; but there are many
others that are taken away through injustice.

24 He that withholdeth his rod hateth his

son; but he that loveth him chastiseth him
betimes.

25 The righteous eateth to satisfy his de-

sire (to eat) ; but the belly of the wicked
always suflfereth want.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 The wise among women buildeth her
house; but the foolish pulleth it down Avith

her own hands.

2 In his uprightness Avalketh he that fear-

eth the Lord; but perverse in his ways is he
that despiseth him.

3 In the mouth of the foolish is a stick

(for his) pride; but the lips of the wise will

preserve them.

4 Where no oxen are, is the crib clean;

but the abundance of harvests is (only)

through the strength of the ox.

5 A faithful witness will not lie; but a
false witness constantly uttereth lies.

6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and there is

none; but knowledge is easy to the man of

understanding.

7 Go f\ir away from a foolish man, else

thou wilt (never) know' the lips of know-
ledge.

8 The wisdom of the prudent is to under-

stand his wa}'; but the folly of fools is de-

ceit.''

9 The fool maketh a mocker}' of guilt;

but among the righteous there is good-Avill.

10 The heart knoweth its own bitterness;

and with its jov can no stranirer intermed-

dle.

11 The house of the wicked will be de-

stroyed; but the tent of the upright Avill

flourish.

12 There is many a way which seemcth

" Ileb. "broken in pieces."
'' Philippson; meaning, a piece of ground laboriously

reclaimed by the poor brings an abundant return, whereas

others perish for the injustice they practise. Others

render the verse, " Abundauco of food giveth the field to

the poor, while wealth is dissipated through improper

acting." Ilalbag, " Much food is obtained through the

tillage of the poor."
' Kashi.
^ Both self-deception and deceiving others.

' Abon Ezra. Arnheim, "(between) the fools is guilt

the interpreter, but benevolence between the righteous."
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even before a man; but its end are ways
unto deatli.

13 Even in laugbter the heart feeleth

pain ; and at its end joy is sorrow.

14 The l)ackslider in heart will have
enoufih of his own ways: and from him (de-

parteth) the good men."

15 The simple believeth every word; but

the prudent man understandeth his steps.

IG A wise man is fearful, and departeth

from evil; but the fool exciteth himself, and
is confident.

17 He that is soon angry committeth
folly; and a man of wicked devices is hated.

18 The simple inherit folly; but the pru-

dent crown themselves with knowledge.

19 The bad sink down before the good;

and the wicked are at the gates of the right-

eous.

20 Even to his own neighbour is the poor

man hateful; but the friends of the rich are

many.
21 He that despiseth his neighbour is a

sinner ; but he that is gracious to the poor

—

happiness attend him

!

22 Behold, those who contrive evil are in

error; but kindness and truth attend on those

who contrive what is good.

23 In all painful labour there is profit;

but mere words of the lips (lead) only to

want.

24 The crown of the wise is their riches;

but the folly of fools is (only) folly.

25 A deliverer of souls is the true witness;

but a witness of deceit uttereth lies.

26 In the fear of the Lord is the strong

confidence (of man) ; and unto his children

will it be a place of shelter.

27 The fear of the Lokd is the source of

life, (teaching) to avoid the snares of death.

28 In the multitude of people is the king's

glory; but in the want of a population is the

downfall of the prince.

2'J He that is slow to anger is of great un-

derstanding; but he that is hasty of spirit

holdeth up (to view) his folly.

30 A sound heart is the life of the body;
but jealousy is the rottenness of the bones.

31 He that oppresseth the poor blasphem-

° Ealbag. Aben Ezra, vS>"D "from hi.s loaves," mean-

ing the lightest good deeds, " will the good man be satis-

lied." I'hilippson, " from his deeds," &c. Others,

eth his Maker; but he that is gracious to the

needy honoureth him.

32 Through his own evil is the wicked
thrust down; but even in his death doth the

righteous have confidence.

33 Wisdom resteth in the heart of the

man of understanding; but (the little which
is) in the bosom of fools is made known.

34 Righteousness exalteth a people; but
the disgrace of nations is sin.

35 The king's favour is bestowed on an in-

telligent servant; but his wrath is against

him that deserveth shame.

CHAPTER XV.
1 A soft answer turneth away fury ; but a

mortifying word stirreth up anger.

2 The tongue of the wise maketh know-
ledge acceptable; but the mouth of fools sput-

tereth out folly.

3 In every place are the e}es of the Lord
looking on the bad and the good.

4 A healing (word) of the tongue is a tree

of life; but pervei'seness therein is a breach

to the spirit.

5 A fool contemneth the correction of his

father; but he that observeth admonition
will become prudent.

6 In the house of the righteous there is

much treasure; but in the income of the

wicked is trouble.

7 The lips of the wise scatter knowledge;
but the heart of fools is not reliable.

8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi-

nation of the Lord; but the prayer of the

upright (obtaineth) his favour.

9 An abomination of the Lord is the Avay

of the wicked; but him that pursueth right-

eousness will he love.

10 An evil correction*" is (destined) for

him that forsaketh the (right) path : he that

hateth admonition will die.

11 The nether Avorld and corruption are

open before the Lord : how much more then

the hearts of the children of men

!

12 A scorner lovcth not that one should

admoni.sh him : unto the wise doth he not

go-

13 A merry heart cheereth up the counte-

"from what is in him." Jonathan, "from his piety."

Rashi, "above the wicked will be the good man."
"" Rashi. Aben Ezra, "Correction is evil to," &c.
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nance; but when the heart feeletli pain the

spirit is clcpre.s.sed.

14 The heart of the man of understanding

seeketh knowledge; but the mouth of fools

fcedeth on M\y.
15 All the days of the afllicted are evil;

but he that is of a cheerful heart hath a con-

tinual feast.

16 Better is little with the fear of the
Lord, than great treasure and confusion there-

with.

17 Better is an allowance of herbs when
love is there, than a stall-fed ox and hatred

therewith.

18 A man of fury stirreth up strife; but
he that is slow to anger assuageth conten-

tion.

19 The way of the slothful man is like a

hedge of thorns; but the path of the upright

is a levelled (road).

20 A wise son causeth his father to re-

joice ; but a foolish man despiseth his mother.
21 Folly is joy to him that is void of sense;

but a man of understanding walketh straight

forward.

22 Without counsel plans are frustrated;

but through a multitude of counsellors canst

thou maintain th^'self

23 A man hath joy by the answer of his

mouth; and a word (spoken) at the proper

time, how good is it!

24 The path of life (leadeth) upward for

the intelligent, in order that he may avoid

the nether world beneath.

25 The Lord wall tear down the house of

the proud; but he will set up firmly the

boundary (-stone) of the widow.
20 An abomination of the Lord are the

thoughts of the bad man; but pleasant

sjieei'hes are pure (before him).

27 He that is greedy after gain troubleth

his own house; but he that hateth gifts will

live.

28 The heart of the righteous reilecteth to

answer; but the mouth of the wicked sput-

tereth out evil things.

* I. e. Such admonitions as lead to life eternal.
'' Ra»lii, who explains, "he putteth in order his counsel

and iii.s words in his heart." Lit. "orderiugs," or "ar-

rani;inf;s,"

° I'hilippson, " the answering (of the prayer) of the

tongue."

"lleb. "roll."

29 The Lord is far from the wicked ; l)ut

the prayer of the righteous doth he hear.

30 What is pleasant to the light of the
eyes rejoiceth the heart : a good report giveth
marrow to the bones.

31 The ear that heareth the. admonition
of' life will ever abide in the midst of the

wise.

32 He that avoideth correction despiseth

his own soul; but he that heareth admoni-
tion receiveth intelligence.

33 The fear of the Lord is the correction

for wisdom; and before honour there must
come humility.

CHAPTER XVL
1 Unto man belong the resolves'" of the

heart, but from the Lord cometh the expres-

sion" of the tongue.

2 Every one of the ways of a man is pure
in his own eyes; but the Lord measureth
the spirits.

3 Commif* unto the Lord thy works, and
thy plans will be firmly established.

4 Every thing hath the Loud wrought for

its destined end:'' yea, even the wicked for

the day of unhappiness.

5 An abomination of the Lord is every
one that is proud of heart : the hand (of God)
being against (his) hand,*^ he shall not go un-

punished.

Through kindness and truth iniquity is

atoned for; and by the fear of the Lord
(men) depart from evil.

7 When the Lord receiveth in favour a

man's ways, he maketh even his enemies to

be at peace with him.

8 Better is a little with righteousness, than
great incomes through injustice.

9 A man's heart deviseth his way; but

the Lord directeth firmly his steps.

10 There should be a wise sentence on the

lips of the king; his mouth should never
commit a trespass in judging.

11 A just balance and scales belong to the

Lord : his work are all the weights in the bag.'=

° Ralkig; i'. e. every thing is adapted to the end for

which it was made, and even wickedness meets its end in

the punishment which it naturally produces. Ka.«hi,

"Every thing hath the Lord made for his own glorifica-

tion."

' See note to xi. 21.

' Compare with xi. 1.
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12 It sliould he an aboininatiou to kings

to commit wickedness; lor through righteous-

ness (alone) can a throne bo established.

13 Righteous lips (should obtain) the fa-

vour of kings; and him that speaketh up-

rightly should they" love.

1-t The fury of a king is like the messen-

gers of death ; but a wise man will appease it.

15 In the light of the king's countenance

there is life; and his favour is as a cloud of

the latter rain.

10 IIow much better is it to obtain Avisdom

than gold ! and to obtain underetanding pre-

ferable to silver!

17 The highway of the upright is to de-

part from evil; he preserveth his soul that

watcheth his way.

18 Before downfall (goeth) pride, and be-

fore stumbling haughtiness of spirit.

19 Better it is to be of an humble spirit

with the lowly, than to divide spoil with the

proud.

20 He that reflectetli on a matter wisely

will find happiness; and whoso trusteth in

the Lord—happiness attend him

!

21 The wise in heart is called a man of

understanding; and the sweetness of the lips

increaseth information.

22 Intelligence is a soui'ce of life "unto its

possessor; but the correction of fools is folly.

23 The heart of the wise maketli his

mouth intelligent, and upon his lips he in-

creaseth information.

24 (Like) the droppings of honey are plea^

sant sayings, sweet to the soul, and healing

to the bones.

25 There is many a way which seemeth

even before a man, but its end are the ways
unto death.

26 The desire of the labourer laboureth

for him; for his mouth imposeth it on him.

27 An ungodly man diggeth up mischief:

and on his lips there is as it were a scathing

fire.

28 A perverse man scattereth strife; and
a whisperer separateth confident friends.

29 The man of violence misleadeth his

neighbour, and maketh him go on a way
which is not good.

' Lit. "he," or every one that is king.
' Rashi, "words of pride." Others, "excellent;" but

' high-toned" embraces both shades of meaning.
' So Jonathan. Others render vbi'3 " the one who

5B

30 He shutteth his eyes to devise perver.se

things; when he compres.seth his lips then

hath he fully resolved on evil.

31 An ornamental crown is the hoary

head, on the way of righteousness can it be

found.

32 One that is .slow to anger is better than

a hero; and he that ruleth his spirit, than

the conqueror of a city.

33 In the lap the lot is cast; but from the

Lord cometh the whole of its decision.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 Better is a piece of dry bread, and quiet

therewith, than a hou.se full of the sacrifices

of contention.

2 An intelligent servant will have rule

over a son that bringeth shame, and among
the brothers will he have part of the inherit-

ance.

3 The crucible is for silver, and the fur-

nace for gold; but the Lord probeth the

hearts.

4 An evil-doer listeneth to unjust lips;

fiilsehood giveth ear to a tongue that bringeth

destruction.

5 Whoso mocketh the poor blasphemeth

his Maker; he that is glad at calamities will

not remain unpunished.

6 The crown of old men are children's

children; and the ornament of children are

their fathers.

7 High-toned language'' bocometh not a

worthless fool; and yet much less the lan-

guage of falsehood a noble.

8 As a precious stone appeareth a bribe in

the eyes of him that obtaineth'' it : whither-

soever it turneth, it prospereth.

9 He that covercth a transgression sec>keth

love; but he that repeateth a matter sepa-

rateth confident friends.

10 A reproof penetrateth more deeply into

a wise man, than a hundred stripes into a

fool.

11 Only rebellion'' doth a bad man seek

:

therefore a cruel messenger will be sent out

against him.

12 A nian may meet a she-bear robbed of

her whelps, but not a fool in his folly.

hath it to give." But the verse is a warning, as in Deut.

xvi. 19, against the taking of bribes, as else justice will

be perverted.
^ Philippson, "Only evil doth the rebel seek."
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13 Whoso bcstowcth evil in return for

good—evil shall not depart from his house.

14 As one letteth loose (a stream) of Ava-

ter so is the beaiiining of strife: therefore be-

fore it be enkindled," leave off the contest.

15 He that declareth the wicked innocent,

and he that condemneth the righteous, yea,

both of tliem are equally an abomination to

the LoKD.

16 Wherefore is the purchase-money in

the hand of a fool to acquire wisdom, seeing

he hath no sense?

17 A friend loveth at all times, and as a

brother is he born for (the time of) distress.

18 A man void of sense pledgeth his hand,
and becometh surety for his friend.

19 He loveth transgression that loveth

quarrel; and he that maketh high his door''

seeketh destruction.

20 He that hath a froward heart wnll not

find happiness ; and he that hath a perverse

tongue will fall into evil.

21 He that begetteth a fool (doeth it) to

his sorrow; and the father of a worthless

fool cannot have any joy.

22 A merry heart causeth a healthy ap-

pearance of the countenance f but a depressed

spirit drietli up the bones.

23 A wicked man taketh a brilae out of

the bosom, to pervert the paths of justice.

24 Wisdom is before him that hath under-

standing; but the eyes of a fool are at the

ends of the earth.''

25 A foolish son is a vexation to his

father, and ])itterness to her that hath born
him.

26 To punish the just witli a fine even is

not good, nor to strike the noble (-hearted)

for (their) equity."

* Philippson, after Jonathan. Rashi, i^Sjnn like nSjnn,
"before it be laid open," and adds, "thy shame." Aben
Ezra, "mingled," "intermeddled with." Arnheim, "it

brcaketh forth."

^ t. e. According to Rashi, "speaking proudly," as

though it read, "opening the door of iiis mouth." Ac-
cording to Ralbag, "who csalteth himself above and dc-

spiseth others."
° Ra.shi. Jonathan, "maketh the body healthy."

Abcn Ezra, "doth good like medicine."
'' i. c. Wisdom is easily found by the intelligent; the

fool looks too far, and does not find iicr.

" Ralbag. I'liilippson, •\w hy "and to strike the noble

cxcecdeth all c(|uity." Arnheim, "I'unish the righteous I

when he doth wroiiir, and smite the noble for the sake of

Cf|uity."
!
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27 He that holdeth back his speeches hath
knowledge; and he that is sparing' of his

spirit is a man of understanding.

28 Even a fool, when he keepeth silence,

is counted wise: he that shutteth his lips (is

esteemed) a man of understanding.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 He that separateth himself (from God)
seeketh his own desires; at every sound wis-

dom is he enraged.^

2 A fool hath no delight in understanding,

but in laying open what is in his heart.

3 When the wicked cometh, then cometh
also contempt, and with dishonourable acts

disgrace.

4 Like deep waters are the words of a

(wise) man's mouth, and a bubbling brook is

the welksj^ring of wisdom.
5 It is not good to favour the person of

the wicked, to wrest (the cause of the) right-

eous in judgment.
6 The lips of the fool come with conten-

tion, and his mouth calleth for blows.

7 The mouth of the fool is a destruction to

himself, and his lips are the snare of his soul.

8 The words of a whisperer are as wounds,''

and they go down indeed into the innermost
parts of the body.

9 He also' that showeth himself slothful in

his work is a brother to the destroyer.

10 ^ The name of the Lord is a strong

tower: whereunto the righteous runneth, and
is placed in safety.

11 The rich man's wealth is his strong city,

and as a towering wall in his own conceit.

12 Before downfidl the heart of man be-

cometh haughty, and before honour goeth

humility.

' i. c. He does not say all he knows. Philippson,

" the cool-.spiritod," after the Kctih.

' Rashi and I'hilippson. Rashi, however, renders as

in svii. 14, "among the men his shame will be laid open."

And Philippson, after Sa'adyah, "from mankind." Aben
Ezra, " He that separateth himself (from his kindred) to

seek wisdom which he longcth for, will mingle with all

the men of sound wisdom."
' Arnheim and others render the word D'onSiTi with

"dainty food;" meaning the words of a man who sliiy

conveys slanderous information arc plca.sant to one who

hears them, if he be fond of them, while they at the same

time penetrate the very heart of man and leave their

effects there.

' Philippson explains "also" as saying, "though the

judgment against the slothful is severe, it is still true."
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13 When one returneth an answer before

he understandeth (the question), it is folly

unto him and shanie.

1-1 The spirit of a man will readily bear

his disease; but a depressed spirit who can

bear?

15 The heart of the man of understanding

will obtain knowledge; and the ear of the

wise seeketh knowledge.

IG A man's gift maketh room for him, and

before great men will it lead him.

17 He that is first in his cause seemeth

just; but when his neighbour cometh then

will it be investigated."

18 The lot causeth disputes to cease, and

it decideth'' between the mighty.

19 A brother offended is harder (to be

won) than a strong city; and quarrels

(among brothers) are like the bars of a

castle.

20 From the fruit of a man's mouth Is his

bod}' satisfied; with the product of his lips

doth he satisfy himself

21 Death and life are in the power of the

tongue; and they that love it will eat its

fruit.

22 Whoso hath found a wife hath found

happiness, and hath ol^tained favour from the

Lord.

23 The poor speaketh entreatmgly; but

the rich answereth roughly.

24 A man's many companions are hurtful"

to him; but there is many a friend that

cleaveth closer than a brother.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 Better is the poor that walketh in his

integrity, than one of perverse lips, who is

a fool.

2 Also in the want of knowledge in the

soul there is nothuag good; and he that

hasteneth with his feet mLsseth the right

path.

3 The folly of a man perverteth his way;
and against the Lord will his heart rage.

* Cleaning, when a man relates his cause to a judge he

can make his own side appear just; but when his oppo-

nent comes, then can the matter be properly investigated.

Hence, no judge should listen to an accusation till both

parties are before him, that he may be impartial.

> Lit. "separateth."
° Ralbag, Arnheim, &c.
'' So is the A'ernS; but Philippson, and so Jonathan

and others, render the K<tlh xS, "should he pursue pro-

4 Wealth bringeth many friends; but the

poor becometh separated from his (only)

friend.

5 A false witness shall not remain unpu-

nished, and he that uttereth lies shall not

escape.

G Many will entreat the favour of the

liberal man; and every one is the friend to

him that bestoweth gifts.

7 All the brothers of the poor hate him

:

how much more do his friends go far away
from him! he pursueth (their) promises; but

these are (all) that he hath.'*

8 He that getteth intelligence loveth his

own soul: he that guardeth understanding

will find happiness.

9 A false witness shall not remain unpu-

nished, and he that uttereth lies shall perish.

10 Delicacy is not seemly for a fool: much
less for a servant to have rule over princes.

11 It is intelligence in man to be slow in

his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a

transgression.

12 Like the roaring of a young lion is the

Avrath of a king; as dew upon the herbs is

his favour.

13 A calamity unto his father is a foolish

son; and a continual dropping are the quar-

rels of a wife.

14 House and wealth are an inheritance

from fathers; but from the Lord (cometh)

an intelligent wife.

15 Slothfulncss casteth (man) into a

deep sleep; and an indolent soul will sufi'er

hunger.

IG He that observeth the commandment
guardeth his own soul; but he that disre-

gardeth (directing) his ways (aright) shall

die.

17 He lendeth unto the Lord that is libe-

ral to the poor; and his good deed \n\\ he

repay unto him.

18 Chastise thy son, for there is hope; and

let not thy soul spare for his cr^-ing."

19 A man of great fury must suffer punish-

mises, (i. e. those frequently made him,) he cannot find

them any more."
" Ralbag, m'nn hamitho for hemi/alho. Rashi, "but

do not let thy pa.ssion rise to smite him so that he die."

Arnheim, "Chastise thy son while there is yet hope; and

thou wilt then not desire to slay him." Philippson,

nearly like Rashi, "and do not let thy soul crave to slay

him." Thus advising moderate but not cruel punish-

ment.
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ment; for if thou deliver him, thou mu«t still

do it agiiin."

'JO Ilear counsel, and accept correction,

that thou niajest be wise in thy latter end.

21 There are many thoughts in a man's

heart; but the counsel of the Lord alone

will stand firm.

22 The longing of a man is (to exercise)''

his kindness; and a poor man is better than

a liar.

23 The fear of the Lord leadeth unto life:

and lie (tliat hath it) shall abide satisfied; he

shall not be visited with e\'il.

24 When a slothful man hath hidden his

hand in the dish,'' then will he not even
bring it back to his mouth.

25 Smite a scorner, and the simple will

become prudent; and if one that hatii under-

standing be admonished, he will understand

knowledge.

20 He that plundereth his f\ither. and
chasetii away his mother, is a son that bring-

eth shame and dishonour.

27 Cease, my son, to hear the instruction

that causeth (thee) to err from the sayings of

knowledge.''

28 An ungodly witness scorneth at justice;

and the mouth of the wicked swalloweth

mischief

29 Punishments are prepared for scorners,

and stripes for the back of.fools.

CHAPTER XX.
1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is noisy;

and whosoever indulgeth therein will never
be wise.

2 Like the roaring of a young lion is the

dread of a king: whoso provoketh him to

anger sinneth against his own soul.

8 It is an honour for a man to cease from

a contest; but every fool enrageth himself

4 Because it is winter's cold, will the slug-

gard not plough; when he therefore seeketh

in the harvest time, there will be nothing.

' Aben Ezra. Rashi renders, " if thou save thy enemy
Vfhrn thou sccst evil coming to him, thou wilt prolong thy

yeans."
"" Abon Ezra. Ra.shi, "the good-will of the world for a

man is lii.s kindness." Pliilippson, "In accordance with

a niiin's desire is what lie lovoth."
° Rashi ; meaninfr, when, as they do in the East, they

sit round tlic dish to tako out tiio meat with thi'ir fingers,

the slcitliful has put his hand in it, he is too lazy to

5 Like deep water is counsel in the heart
of man ; but the man of understanding will

draw it out.

6 Most men will proclaim every one his

own kindness ;" but who can find a faithful

man ?

7 The righteous walketh in his integrity

:

happy will be his children after him.

8 A king that sitteth on the throne of
justice scattereth away with his eyes all evil.

9 Who can say, I have made my heart

clean, I am cleansed from my sin ?

10 Divers weights, and divers measures,
are both of them alike an abomination of the
Lord.

11 Even a child maketh himself known
by his doings, whether his Avork will be p«re,

and whether it will be upright.

12 The ear that heai-eth, and the eye that

seeth, the Lord hath made even both of

them.

13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to po-

verty; open thy eyes, so wilt thou be satisfied

with bread.

14 It is bad, it is bad, saith the buyer;
but when he is gone his way, then doth he
boast.

15 There is gold, and a multitude of

pearls; but a pi'ecious vessel are the lips of

knowledge.

IG Take away his garment because he has

become surety for a stranger; and on account

of a strange Avoman take a pledge from him.

17 Bread of ftilsehood is pleasant to a man;
but afterward his mouth will be filled with
gravel-stones.

18 Plans are established by comisel; and
with wise reflection conduct war.

19 He that goeth about as a talebearer re-

vealcth secrets: therefore meddle not with
him that enticeth with his lips.

20 Whoso curseth his fiither or his mother
—his lamp shall be quenched in obscure

darkness.

brinn; it back to his mouth with the food. Others, "bo-

som."

'' Aben Ezra. Rashi, "Cease, my son, to go astray

from the sayings of knowledge to hear correction." Phi-

lippson, " Cease but once, my son, to hear correction,

thou wilt soon go astray," &e.
• Ralbag and Aben Ezra; but Rashi, "Most men will

rely on tlicir friends who promise them kindness in

their necessity," &c.
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21 An inheritance hastily gotten' at the

beginning will at its end not be blessed.

22 Do not say, I will recompense evil;

(but) wait on the Lord, and he will help

thee.

23 Divers weights are an abomination of

the Lord; and a deceitful balance is not good.

24 From the Lord are the steps of man
(ordained) ; but man—how can he under-

stand liis own way?
25 It is a snare to a man to sanctify things

hastily,'' and to make inquiry only after hav-

ing made vows.

2G A wise king scattereth the wicked, and
turneth over them the threshing-wheel."

27 A lamp of the Lord is the soul of man,
searching all the inner ('hambers of the body.

28 Kindness and truth will watch over a

king; and he will prop up through kindness

his throne.

29 The ornament of young men Ls their

strength ; and the glory of old men is a hoary
head.

30 The bruises of a wound are cleansing

means for the bad, and stripes (will reach)

the inner chambers of the body.

CHAPTER XXI.
1 Like brooks of water is a king's heart in

the hand of the Lord: whithersoever it pleas-

eth him doth he turn it.

2 Every way of a man is straight in his

own eyes; but the Lord weigheth the hearts.

3 To exercise righteousness and justice is

more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.

4 Haughtiness of the eyes, and an immo-
derate heart, are the sinful field'' of the

wicked.

Tlie plans of the diligent tend only to

plenty; but every hasty man is (destined)

only to want.

6 The getting of treasures by a tongue, of

folsehood is like the fleeting breath of those

that seek death.

7 The robbery of the wicked will drag

them away; because they refuse to execute

justice.

' So the Keri; but the Ketib, " accursed at the begin-

ning."
'' Arnheim, Hcrxlicimcr, anil Philippson. Aben Ezra,

"to devour what is holj'."

' He threshes them in his anger, as the wheel does the

grain on the threshing-floor.

8 Perverse is the way of the man that is

estranged (from goodness) ; but as for the

pure, his work is upright.

9 It is better to dwell in a corner of a

roof, than with a quarrelsome Avoman in a

roomy" house.

10 The soul of the wicked longeth for evil :

his neighbour findcth no grace in his eyes.

11 When the scorner is punished, the sim-

ple is made wise : and when the wise is

taught intelligence, he receiveth knowledge.

12 The righteous'' regardeth attentively

the house of the wicked; (but God) over-

turneth the wicked into unha^jpiness.

13 Whoso stoppeth his ears against the

cry of the poor, he also will cry himself, but

shall not be answered.

14 A gift in secret pacifieth anger, and a

bribe in the bosom*^ strong fury.

15 It is joy to 'the righteous to execute

justice; but it is a terror to Avrong-doers.

IG The man that wandereth astray out of

the way of intelligence shall I'est in the as-

sembly of the departed.

17 He that loveth pleasure*" will be a man
of want : he that loveth wine and oil will not

become rich.

18 The wicked shall be a ransom for the

righteous, .and the treacherous shall be put

in the stead of the upright.

19 It is better to dwell in a desert land,

than with a quarrelsome and vexatious wo-

man.
20 There are a desirable treasure and oil

in the dwelling of the wise j but a foolish

man will swallow it uj^^
21 He that pursueth righteousness and

kindness will find life, righteousness, and ho-

nour.

22 A wise man scaleth the city of the

mighty, and casteth down the strength in

which they 'trusted.

23 Whoso guardeth his mouth and his

tongue guardeth his soul against distresses.

24 The presumptuous and proud, scorner

is his name, dealeth in the wrath of presump-

tion.

' Jonathan, "and the light of the wicked is sin;" ij

nier as nair.

' Lit. "a house of society," i. e. where many can dwell.

' Rashi refers "Righteous" also to God.
' t. e. Privately conveyed, unseen by men.
" Lit. "joy."

^
^
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25 Tlie longing of the .slothful will kill

him; for hi.s hands refuse to labour.

2G All the day he feeleth a great longing;

but the righteous giveth and withholdeth

not.

27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abo-

mination : how much more, when he bringeth

it with a sinful jourpose?''

28 A lying witness shall perish; but the

man that is obedient'' (to the law) can speak

for exer.

29 A wicked man showeth impudence in

his fiice ; but as for the. upright, he will con-

sider well his way.
30 There is no wisdom nor understanding

nor counsel against the Lord.

31 The horse is prepared for the day of

battle; but with the Lord is the victory.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 A good name is preferable to abundant
riches, and good grace to silver and to gold.

2 The rich and poor meet together: the

Lord is the maker of them all.

3 The prudent forcseeth the evil, and liid-

eth himself; but the simple pass on, and are

punished.

4 The reward of humility (and)° the fear

of the Lord are riches, and honour, and life.

5 Thorns and snares are on the way of a

perverse man: he that doth guai'd his soul

will keep far from them.

6 Train up the lad in accordance with his

course;'* even when he groweth old, will he
not depart from it.

7 A rich man ruleth over the poor, and
the borrower is servant to the man that

lendeth.

8 He that soweth injustice will reap wrong-
doing; and the rod of God's wrath will not
fail."

* Jonathan, "in sin." Philippson, "with a scandalous

act."
^ Rashi, who refers this obedience specially to the

prohibition of false testimony. Rosenmiiller, " who saith

what ho hath heard."
° llashi and other commentators do not supply and,

but give : " the reward of humility are the fear of the

Lord," &c.
''

i. e. According to his peculiar character and capacity;

directing thus the parent to watch over the early deve-
lopment of tlie niiiid, and to correct any vicious propen-
sity. Eiig. ver., "Train up a child in the way he should
go"
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9 A man of a benevolent eye will indeed l)c

blessed; for he giveth of his bread io the poor.

10 Drive away the sconier, and strife will

go off; and then will cea.se contention and
dishonour.

11 He that loveth with a pure heart, and
hath grace on his lips, will have tlie king as

his friend.

12 The eyes of the Lord guard knowledge,*'

and he overturneth the words of the treach-

erous.

13 The slothful saith. There is a lion with-

out, in the midst of the streets shall I be
mui'dered.

14 A deep pit is the mouth of adulterous

women; he that hath ol^tained the indigna-

tion of the Lord will fall thereinto.

15 When folly is bound fast to the heart

of a lad, the rod of correction must remove it

far from him.

IG He that oppresseth the poor to increase

his riches, (must at length)^ give to the rich,

and come only to want.

17 Incline thy ear, and hear the words of

the wise, and apply thy heart unto ni}- know^-

ledge.

18 For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep
them within thy bosom ; if they be altogether

firmly seated upon thy lips.

19 That thy trust may be in the Lord,

have I made them known to thee this day,

yea, even to thee.

20 Have not I written for thee excellent

things in counsels and knowledge,

21 That I might make thee know recti-

tude, the sayings of truth ; that thou mightest

bring back answers of truth to those that

send thee?

22 "H Rob not the poor, because he is poor;

neither crush the afflicted in the gate
;''

23 For the Lord will -[Aqu^X their cause,

° Philippson; lit. "will be complete." Arnhcim, "he
complcteth the rod of his own punishment." Rashi,

"the rod with which he exerciseth ills wrathful rule .«hall

fail," i. c. come to an end. The difficulty is in the word

n"73 which is generally intransitive.

' Arnhcim, "the wise," as though it read j-i;n ti"x

"the man of knowledge."
« Rashi. Jonathan, "He that oppresseth the poor

heapeth upon himself shame; he that giveth to the rich,

will procure himself want." Ralbag, " Ho that opprc.^s-

cth tlic poor niakcth him rich, ((". e. cxcitcth him to

more labour;) ho that giveth to the rich bringeth him

to want." ' ('. e. In the court of justice.
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and despoil the life of those that despoil

them.
2-4 Make no friendship with a man given

to anger; and with a man of fury thou must
have no intercourse:

25 Lest thou learn his ways, and get a

snare for thy own soul.

26 Be not one of those that pledge their

hand, or of those that are sureties for debts.

27 If thou have nothing to pay, why
should he take away thy bed from under

thee?

28 Remove not the ancient landmark,

which thy fathers have established.

29 Seest thou a man tliat is diligent in his

work? before kmgs may he place himself;

let him not place himself before obscure men.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 When thou sittest to eat with a ruler,

consider diligently what is before thee;

2 For thou puttest a knife to thy throat,

if thou be a man of a craving desire.

3 Do not long for his savoury meats; for

they are deceitful food.

4 Fatigue thyself not to become rich; be-

cause thou hast understanding forbear."

5 When thou lettest merely thy eyes fly

over it, it is no more; for it will ever

make itself wings; like an eagle will it fly

toward heaven.

G ^ Eat not the bread of a man with an
evil eye, and do not long for his savoury

meats

;

7 For as tliough there were a division'' in

his soul, so doth he act: Eat and drink, saith

he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.

8 Thy morsel which thou hast eaten must
thou spit out, and thou hast wasted thy plea-

sant words.

9 Speak not before the ears of a fool; for

he will despise the intelligence of thy words.

10 Remove not the ancient landmark; and
into the fields of the fatherless must thou not
enter

;

'Jonathan. Others, "leave oflf thy resolves." Eng.
vcr., "cease from thine own wisdom."

•^ Herxheimer. Jonathan, "As though there were a

high gate, so is it in his soul." Arnheim, "For like one

who weigheth something which may cost his life, so is he."

llashi, "As though one were to pour bitterness in his

soul." All these opinions are founded upon the supposed

meaning of the word i^'ty found here alone as a verb.

11 For their redeemer is strong; he will

indeed plead their cause with thee.

12 Apply thy heart unto instruction, and

thy ears to tlie sayings of knowledge.

13 Withhold not from a lad correction;

for if thou beat him with the rod, he will not

die.

14 Tliou wilt indeed beat him with the

rod; but thou wilt deliver his soul from per-

dition."

15 My son, if thy heart be wise, m}' heart

shall rejoice, even mine.

IG And my reins shall exult when thy

lips speak what is upright.

17 Let not thy heart be envious'' against

sinners ; but (remain) in the fear of the Lord
all the time.

18 For surely there is a future, and thy

hope will not be cut ofl".

19 Hear thou, my son, and become wise,

and guide thy heart on the right way.
20 Be not among those that drink wine

immoderately; among those that over-indulge

in eating flesh;

21 For the drunkard and the glutton will

come to poverty; and drowsiness clotheth a

man in rags.

22 Hearken unto thy father that hath be-

gotten thee, and despise not thy mother al-

though" she be old.

23 Buy the truth and .sell it not; (also)

wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.

24 The father of the righteous Avill be

greatly glad; and he that begetteth a wise

child will have joy through him.

25 Let (then) thy father and thy mother
rejoice, and let her that hath born thee be

glad.

2G Give, my son, thy heart unto me, and
let thy eyes watch' my ways.

27 For a harlot is a deep ditch; and a

strange Avonian is a narrow well.

28 She also lieth in wait like a robber;

and she increaseth the treacherous^ among
men.

° Kendercd elsewhere "grave," "nether world," or

"hell."
* Philippson, "Do not excite thyself about sinners, but

rather about the fear," &c.
" Aben Ezra. Arnheim and Eng. ver., "when she is."

Philippson, "bccau-se."
' The Ki'til) would require, " have pleasure on ray ways."
^ Philippson, " who act treacherously against men."
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29 Who liatli wo? who hatli sorrow? who
hath quarrels? who hath comphxints? who
hath wounds without cause? who hath red-

ness of eyes ?

30 They that tarry late over the wine;
they that come to seek for mixed drink.

;JI Do not look on the wine when it look-

eth red, when it giveth its colour" in the cup,

when it glidetli down so readily.

32 At the last it will bite like a serpent,

and like a basilisk will it sting.

33 Thy eyes will see strange forms, and
thy heart will speak perverse things.

34 And thou wilt be like one that lieth

down in the heart of the sea, or as he that

lieth on the top of a mast.*"

35 "They smote me, (but) I suffered no
pain; they struck me hard, (but) I felt it

not; when shall I awake? I will continue to

seek it again."

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 Be thou not envious of bad men, and do
not long to be with them

2 For their heart meditatetli destruction,

and of mi.schief do their lips speak.

3 Through wisdom is a house' built ; and
through understanding is it firmly established;

4 And through knowledge are chambers
filled with all manner of precious and plea-

sant wealth.

5 A wise man is (always') in power; and a

man of knowledge fortifieth (his) strength.

6 For by wise counsel canst thou conduct
thy war; and there is help" in a multitude of

counsellors.

7 Wisdom is too high for a fool : in the

gate can he not open his mouth.
8 Him that deviseth to do evil, men call a

master of wicked devices.

9 The counsel'' of folly is sin ; and an abo-

mination to hien is the scorner.

10 If thou despond" on the day of dis-

ti-ess, thy strength is small.

* Others, "as it easteth its beads in the cup."
^ Jonathan, "like the pilot that slcepcth at the helm."

Philippson, " like one that slccpeth in front of the rud-

der."
° Ciiinp. xi. 14; xx. 18.
'' ]{ashi. Others, "the thought."
* Uashi, "If thou hast let thy friend .sink," &c.
' Jonathan, taking DX not as usual for "if," but as an

unusual affirmative. Some, however, connect this verse
81U

11 Deliver those that are taken unto death,

and those that are moved away to the slaugh-

ter hold back.'

12 If thou shouldest say. Behold, we know
not this man: lo, he that wcigheth the heart

will truly regard it, and he that keepeth thy
soul will surely know it; and he will recom-
pense man according to his doing.

13 Eat honej^, my son, because it is good;

and the fine honey, which is sweet to thy
palate

:

14 So obtain the knowledge of wisdom for

thy soul; when thou hast found her. then

shall there be a (happy) future, and thy hope
shall not be cut off.

15 Lie not in wait, wricked man, against

the dwelling of the righteous; waste not his

resting-place

;

16 For though the righteous were to fall

seven times, he wnll rise up again; but the

wicked shall stumble into misfortune.*-'

17 At the fall of thy enemy do not rejoice;

and at his stumbling let not thy heart be

glad:

18 Lest the Lord see it, and it be displeas-

ing in his eyes, and he turn away from him
his wrath.

19 Fret not thyself because of evil-doers,

neither be thou envious of the wicked

;

20 For there will be no (happy) future for

the bad man; the lamp of the wicked will be

quenched.

21 My son, fear the Lord and the king;

with those that are desirous to change do not

mingle thyself;

22 For suddenly will their calamity arise

;

and w'ho knoweth the ruin of both of

them?
23 These things also are for the wise.*"

To have respect of persons in judgment is

not good.

24 Him that saith unto the wicked, Tliou

art righteous, will the people denounce, him
will nations hold accursed.

with the preccdinfr, "thy strength is small if thou for-

bearest," &c. Arnheim connects the end of this with

the next verse, thus: "if thou shouldest forbear, saying,

behold," &c.
' Ralbag, "will stumble through one mishap."
^ So the ancient commentators: "These sentences

which follow arc to be regarded by the wise." But the

moderns take this as a heading for a small collection of

proverbs, and render, "Also these arc from the wise."
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25 But to those that punisli" delight shall

be given, and upon them shall come the

blessing of the good.

20 Men will kiss the lips of him that giv-

eth a proper answer.

27 Prepare without thy work, and make
it fit in the field for thyself;" and afterward

build thy house.

28 Be not without cause a witness against

thy neighbour; for wouldest thou beguile

with thy lips?

29 Say not, As he hath done to me so will

I do to him : I will recompense every man
according to his doing.

30 By the field of a .slothful man I once

passed along, and by the vineyard of a man
void of sense

;

31 And, lo, it was all grown over \vith

thorns, nettles had covered its surface, and

its stone-wall was broken down.

32 And when I had indeed beheld (this)

I took it to my heart; I saw it, and received

a warning.

33 "A little (more) sleep, a little slumber,

a little folding of the hands in lying down;"

34 But then will thy poverty come like a

rover; and thy wants as a man armed with

a shield.

CHAPTER XXV.

1 ^ Also these are the proverbs of Solo-

mon, which the men of Hezekiah the king of

Judah have collected.

2 It is the honour of God to conceal a '

thing ; but the honour of kings is to search

out a matter.
|

3 As are the heavens for height, and the
j

earth is for depth, so should the heart of

kings be unsearchable.

4 Take away the dross from the silver,

and there shall come forth a vessel for the

melter."

Take away the wicked from before the

king, and his throne will be firmly established
,

in righteousness.

6 Do not glorify thyself in the presence of
|

the king, and force** thyself not into the place

of great men

;

7 For better it is that it be said unto thee,
|

• i. e. Who punish the wicked. Others, "who admo-

!

nish, in general." Arnheim, "who decide (correctly)."

'' Philippson, "cultivate well thy field.''
I

' Others, "goldsmith," or "worker in gold and silver
"

5C

"Come up hither," than that thou shouldest

be put lower in the presence of the prince,

which" thy own eyes have (often) seen.

8 Do not proceed to a contest hastily, lest

(thou know not) what thou wilt have to do

at its end, when thy neighbour hath put thee

to confusion.

9 Carry on thy cause with thy neighbour;

but lay not open the secret of another:

10 Lest he that heareth it put thee to

shame, and thy infamy never be removed.'

11 Like apples of gold among figures of

silver is a word spoken in a proper manner.

12 As an ear-ring of gold, and a pendant of

fine gold, so is a wise reprover toward an ear

that listeneth.

13 As the cooling of snow on a harvest-

day, so is a faithful me.s.senger to tho.se that

send him; for he refresheth the soul of his

master.

14 Like clouds and wind without rain, so

is a man that vaunteth falsely of a gift.

15 By long forbearing is a prince persuad-

ed, and a soft tongue breaketh bones.

16 Hast thou ibund honey? eat so much
as is sufficient for thee, lest thou consume too

much of it, and have to vomit it forth.

17 Make thy foot scarce in the house of

thy friend, thy neighbour's house: lest he

have too much of thee, and so hate thee.

ISA battle-axe, and a sword, and a sharp-

ened arrow is a man that testifieth as a false

witness against his neighbour.

19 Like a broken tooth and a foot out of

joint, is confidence in a treacherous man in a

time of distress.

20 (As) he that taketh off his garment

on a cold day, (as) vinegar is upon natron, so

is he that singeth songs before an unhappy
heart.

21 If th}- enemy be hungr}', giAe him
bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him
water to drink;

22 For though thou gatherest coals of fire

upon his head, yet will the Lord repay it

unto thee.

23 The north wind bringeth forth rain : so

doth seci'et talking,* angry countenances.

24 It is better to dwell in the corner of a

« Lit. "stand."
' Rashi. Jonathan, "whom thy eyes have seen."

' Lit. "return."
« Lit. "a tongue of secrecy."
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roof, than witli a quarrelsome woman even in

a roomy house.

2o As cold water is to a fainting soul, so

are good news from a fiir-off country.

20 Like a turbid fountain and a corrupt

spring, is a righteous man that giveth way be-

fore the wicked.

27 To eat too much honey is not good; so

is it honour to set a limit to men's honour.

28 Like a city that is broken in, and is

without walls, so is the man that hath no
control over his spirit.

CHAPTER XXVL
1 As snow is in summer, and as rain in

harvest, so doth honour not become a fool.

2 As the bird (cometh) to flit away, as the

swallow to fly off, so will an undeserved

curse not come (to fulfilment).

3 A whip is for the horse, a bridle for the

ass, and a rod for the fool's back.

4 Do not answer a fool according to his

folly, lest thou also become ec^ual unto him.

5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest

he be wise in his own eyes."

G He choppeth oft' the feet, and drinketh

vexation,'' that sendeth important messages

by the hand of a fool.

7 Too feebly hang down" the thighs on a

lame man: so is a parable in the mouth of

fools.

8 As is the one that bindeth a stone fast*

in a sling, so is he that giveth honour to a

fool.

9 (As) a thorn that is come into the hand
of a drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth
of fools.

10 A master injureth all things when he

liireth a fool or hireth mere rovei's."

11 As a dog returneth to his vomit, so

doth a fool repeat to act in his folly.

12 When thou seest a man wise in his

" Ilcrxhcimer simply explains, that we arc told not to

answer a fool after his own manner, for that would make
us iiis equals; but to reply, in case our silence would in-

duce him to become more conlirmed in his conceit.

^ Arnheim, lit. "violence."
° Abcn Ezra. Ilashi, "Too high appear the thighs of

other men to the lame; and so is a parable difficult of

attainment in the mouth of a fool." Philippson, "as when
• he lame liftcth up his thigh."

'' Rashi, meaning, as it is useless to tic a stone which
you mean to hurl away. Aben Ezra, "As when one
tieth a .stone in a line garment," nojin like pjix, &c.
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own eyes, then is there more hope for^ a fool

than for him.

13 The slothful saith, There is a leopard

in the way ; a lion is between the streets.

14 As a door turneth upon its hinges, so

doth the slothful upon his bed.

15 Hath the slothful hidden his hand in

the dish, it wearieth him to bring it back
again to his mouth.

16 The slothful is wiser in his own eyes,

than seven'-' men that can give wise answers.

17 As is one that taketh hold of a dog by
the ears, so is he that passing by becometh
excited about a dispute which concerneth
him rot.

1 As one fatigueth'' himself shooting off

firebrands, arrows, and death

:

19 So is the man that hath cheated his

neighbour, and saith, Behold, I am only jest-

ing.

20 Where there is no wood, the fire goeth

out: so where there is no whisperer, strife

is silenced.

21 As char-coals are added to burning
coals, and wood to fire, so is a contentious

man fitted to enkindle a dispute.

22 The words of a whisperer are as wounds,
and they go down into the innermost cham-
bers of the body.

23 Like silver dross laid over an earthen

vessel, so are burning lips with a bad heart.

24 With his lips dissembloth he that hat-

eth, and within himself layeth he up deceit;

25 Though he make his voice sound

ever so graciou.sly, believe him not; for there

are seven abominations in his heart.

26 If one's hati'ed be covered by deception,

then shall be laid bare his wickedness before

a (whole) assembly.

27 Whoso diggeth a pit will ftxll therein;

and upon him that rolleth a stone, will it

return.

i

Ralbag, "As one puttcth a precious stone amid common
pebbles," from DJ1 " to cast stones."

° Philippson. But the verse is variousl}' rendered.

Rashi takes 31 as "the Master of the world," SStTS

"produccth," "bringeth forth," "God who hath brought

forth all, employeth both the fool and idlers." Others,

"As an archer who woundcth all, is," &c.
' Philippson, " to be hoped for from a fool than from

him."
" Arnheim, "the seven wise counsellors," i. e. of stale.

" Rashi, as in Gen. xlvii. 13. Others, "As a madman
shootcth off."



PROVERBS XXVI. XXVII. XXVIII.

28 A lyins; tongue hateth those that are

crushed by it; and a flattering mouth pre-

pareth (others') downfall.

CHAPTER XXVII. I

1 Make no boast lor thyself of the coming

day;" for tliou knowcst not what the day

may bring forth.
j

2 Let another man praise thee, and not

thy own mouth ; a stranger, and not thy own
lips.

3 A stone hath heaviness, and the sand,

weight ; but a fool's wrath is heavier than

both of them.
'

4 Fury hath its cruelty, and anger its

overwhelming power; but who is able to

stand Ijefore jealousy ?

5 Better is open reproof than concealed

love.

6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend ; but

deceptive'' are the kisses of an enemy.
7 The satisfied soul treadeth under foot

fine honey; but to the hungry soul every

bitter thing is sweet.

8 As a bird that wMudereth away from her

nest, so is a man that wandereth away from

his place.

9 Oil and perfume cause the heart to re-

joice ; and so do the sweet words of a friend

more than one's own counsel."

10 Thy own friend, and thy flither's friend,

thou must not forsake; but'' into thy bro-

ther's house enter not on the day of thy cala-

mity : better is a near neighbour than a dis-

tant brother.

11 Become wise, my son, and cause my
heart to rejoice, that I may give an answer

to him that reproacheth me.
12 The prudent foresceth the evil, and hid-

eth himself; but the simple pass on, and are

punished.

13 Take his garment, for he l)ecame surety

for a stranger; and on account of an alien wo-

man take a pledge of him.

14 When one saluteth his friend Avith a

loud voice, Avhen rising eai'ly in the morn-
ing, it will be counted a curse to him."

15 A continual dropping on a very rainy

day and a contentious woman are alike.

16 He that would conceal her might con-

ceal the wind, and as (fragrant) oil on his

right hand, which would betray itself
"^

17 Iron is sharpened by iron; so doth a

man sharpen himself on the countenance of

his friend.

18 Whoso guardeth the fig-tree will eat its

fruit: so he that watcheth over his master

wall be honoured.

19 As the water (showeth) to the face the

(reflected) face, so doth the heart of man
show itself to man.

20 The nether world and the place of cor-

ruption are never satisfied: so are the eyes

of man never satisfied.

21 (As) the fining-pot is for silver, and
the furnace for gold : so is a man (proved) ac-

cording to his praise.

22 Though thou shouldest pound the fool

in a mortar, in the midst of grains of whe.at

with a pestle ; still would his folly not depart

from him.

23 Endeavor to know well the appearance

of thy flocks, direct thy attention"^ to thy

herds.

24 For property endureth not for ever:

nor doth the crowai remain for all genera-

tions.

25 When the grass is past, young verdure

showeth itself, and then are gathered the

herbs of the mountains.

2(3 The sheep are for thy clothing, and he-

goats are the purchase-price of a field.

27 And thou wilt have enough of goats'

milk for thy food, for the food of thy house-

hold, and the support for thy maidens.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 Every Avicked fleeth when no man pur-

sueth; but the righteous are like the confi-

dent young lion.

2 When there is transgression in a land,

it hath many for its princes; but under a

man of understanding and knowledge (its)

prosperity will long continue.

* Hob. "tbe day of to-morrow."
•• Jonathan, "evil." llashi, "large," i'. e. burdensome.
° Kashi. Others, "so is the friend sweet through

hearty counsel."
^ Arnheim, " then wilt thou not have need to enter/' &c.

' Obtrusiveness being not rarely a token of insincerity.

' Wind cannot be held fast, nor can the scent or ni:irk

of oil be concealed when poured on the hand. Philipp-

son, "and his right hand holdeth oil fast."

' Heb. "set thy heart."
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3 A poor man* that oppresseth the lowly

i.s like a .sweeping rain which bringeth no
food.

4 They that forsake the law praise the

wicked; but such as observe the law contend

with them.

5 Bad men understand not justice; but

they that seek the Lord understand all things.

6 Better is the poor that walketli in his

integrity, than he that is perverse in his

ways, though he be rich.

7 Whoso keepeth the law is an intelligent

son; but he that is a companion of gluttons

bringeth dishonour on his father.

8 He that increaseth his wealth by interest

and usury Avill gather it for him that will be

kind to the poor.

9 When one turneth away his ear so as

not to listen to the law, even his prayer be-

cometh an abomination.

10 AVhoso causeth the righteous to go

astray on an evil way, will surely fall into his

own ditch; but the men of integrity will in-

herit what is good.

11 The ricla man is wise in his o\vn eyes;

but the poor that hath understanding can

search him through.

12 When the righteous exult, there is

great splendour; but when the wicked rise

up, a man hath to be sought for.

13 He that concoaleth his transgressions

will not prosi)er; but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them will obtain mercy.

14 Happy is the man that always dread-

eth (to do evil); but he that hardeneth his

heart will ftill into unhappiness.

15 As a roaring lion, and a greedy bear,

so is a wicked ruler over the poor people.

IG The'' prince that is void of understand-

ing is also a grcat oppressor; (but) he that

hateth unjust gain will prolong his days.

17 ^ A man oppressed by the load of hav-

ing shed human blood will ilee even to the

pit; let no man liold him.

18 Whoso walketh in integrity will be

saved; but he that walketh perversely on

two paths, will fall on one.''

* Rashi, "an ignorant jud>»e."

' Othors, as an address, "O prince, void of undcrstand-

inp, but rich in oppression I he that," &e.
" Others, "at once."
^ Arnhcim, "nor that a man should transgress for," &c.
• Aben Ezra, and so is the JIassoretic punctuation.

8J0

19 He that tilleth his ground will have
plenty of bread; but he that runneth after

idle persons will have enough of property.

20 A faithful man will abound with bless-

ings; but he that maketh haste to be rich

will not go unpunished.
21 To have respect to persons is not good;

because'' even for a piece of bread will a man
transgress

22 He that is eager for wealth is a man of

an evil eye, and he knoweth not that want
will come upon him.

23 He that reproveth a man after (my ex-

ample)' will obtain more grace than he that

ilattereth with the tongue.

24 Whoso robbeth his father or his mo-
ther, and saith. It is no transgression—the

same is a companion of a destroyer.'

25 He that hath an insatiable desire^ stir-

reth up strife; but he that puttcth his trust

in the Lord will be abundantly gratified.

26 He that trusteth in his own sense is a

fool; but whoso walketli in wisdom, will ever

escape.

27 He that giveth unto the poor will not

have any want; but he that hideth his eyes

will have an abundance of curses.

28 When the wicked rise, men conceal

themselves; but when they perish, the right-

eous increase.

CHAPTER XXIX.

1 A man that, having received many ad-

monitions, still hardeneth his neck, will sud-

denly be broken, and this without remedy.

2 When the righteous are in authority,'"

the people will rejoice; but when the wicked

beareth rule, the people groan.

3 The man that loveth wisdom cau.seth

his father to rejoice; but lie that keepeth

company with harlots wasteth (liis) wealth.

4 Tlie king will through the exercise of

justice establish (the welfare of) a land; l)ut

one that loveth gifts' overthroweth it.

5 A man that Hattereth his neighbour

spreadeth a net for his steps.

6 In the transgression of a man there is

But Rashi takes "inn adverbially, "will ultimately

find."

' Heb. "a destroying man."
« Rashi. I'hilippson, "the conceited arrogant."

'' Ralbag. Jonathan, "when the righteous increase."

' Others, " that imposeth many taxes."



PROVERBS XXIX. XXX.

an evil' snare ; but the righteous ever singeth

and rejoiceth.

7 The righteous considereth the cause of

the poor; but the wicked will not understand

the knowledge (of justice).

8 Scornful men will kindle (confusion) in a

city; but the wise turn away wrath.

9 If a wise man contend Avith a foolish

man, whether he be angry or whether he

laugh, (he will have) no rest.

10 Men of l)lood hate the guiltless one;

but the upright seek (to preserve) his life.

11 A fool uttereth all his mind; but the

wise holdeth it back.

12 If a ruler hearken to the word of false-

hood, all his servants become wicked.

1?) The poor and the man of exactions

meet together : the Lord enlighteneth the

eyes of both of them.

14 When a king judgeth in truth the

poor, his throne shall stand firmly for ever.

15 The rod and reproof impart wisdom;
but a lad abandoned to himself bringeth

shame on his mother.

16 With the increase of the wicked"" trans-

gression increaseth; but the righteous shall

yet look on their downfall.

17 Correct thy son, and he will procure

thee rest: yea, he will give delight unto thy
soul.

18 Without a prophetic vision a people be-

come unruly; but when it observeth the law,

then will it be happy.

19 Not with words (alone) can a servant

be corrected; for though he understand, there

will be no response.

20 Seest thou a man that is hasty in his

words? there is more hope for a fool than for

him.

21 If one rear his servant delicately from

' After the Massorctic punctuation. Rashi and others,

"of the bad men is (his) snare."
'" Arnhcim, "When the wicked obtain authority."
" Aben Ezra. Bashi, "he will be at length a ruler."
* See Lev. v. i. ; he is summoned to testify, and his own

guilt seals his lips, and thus he incurs the punishment of

offending Heaven by his silence.

' Rashi, "The snare of sin eauseth terror unto man."
' Rashi considers all these words as merely allegorical

names applied to Solomon : A(jur, " the gatherer;" Yakrh,

"the dispenser," i. c. of wi.sdom; Ifhie'l, "God with me,"
because he had trusted in his wisdom; Ilhiel and I'khal,

"God is with me and I shall prevail; though I multiply

horses, wives and gold, I shall not stumble;" and "to"

is to be taken as concerning, and as applied to himself.

his youth, then will he at length become as

(his) son."

22 A man of anger stirreth up strife; and
a man of fm-y aboundeth in transgression.

23 The pride of a man will humble him;
but the humble in spirit will attain to honour.

24 AVhoso divideth with a thief hatcth his

own soul: he hearetli the adjuration'* and
dareth not to tell.

25 The dread of man bringeth a snare;'

but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord will

be upheld in safety.

26 Many seek the favour of a ruler; but

from the Lord cometh justice for man.
27 An abomination of the righteous is an

unjust man ; and an abomination of the wick-

ed is one who is upright in (his) way.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 T[ The words of Agur the son of Yakeh,

even the prophecy: the man said unto Ithiel,

even unto Ithiel and Ukkal,'

2 "Surely I am more brutish than any
man, and have not the understanding of a

common man.
3 Nor have I learned Avisdom, so that I

should have knowledge of the Holy One.

4 Who was it that ascended into heaven,

and came down again? who gathered the

wind in his fists? who bound the waters in a

garment? who set up all the ends of the

earth? what is his name, and what is his

son's name, if thou knowest it?"

5 Every saying of God is purified; he is

a shield unto those that put their trust in

him.

6 Do not add aught unto his words, lest

he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.

7 ][ Two things do I request of thee : deny
them not to me before I die.

Aben Ezra considers Ithiel and Ukkal as scholars of the

wise man Agur named here, otherwise unknown. Phi-

lippson believes Ithiel and Ukkal to be mere ideal names,

like Rashi, though regarding Agur ben Yakeh as an actual

being. He conceives these words to represent two classes

of persons, the believer, " God with me," and the doubter,

"who is to be consumed," not as Rashi, from hy "to be

able," but as from S^X (Pual participle,) "The to-be-

consumed." Verses 2 to 4 are then the words of the

doubter; .5 and 7 the reply of the pious; and it is the

same whether we take it as a self-communing or the an-

swer of Agur to his scholars. Otherwise, they are the

reflection of a sage who professes his inability to account

for all things on natural ground, wherefore reliance on

God's word becomes both duty and the best of wisdom.
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PROVERBS XXX. XXXI.

8 Vanity" .and lying words do thou remove

far from me; ncitiier poverty nor riches give

thou unto me; let me eat the bread appointed

unto me:
9 Lest I become over-full, and deny thee,

and say. Who is the Lord? or lest I become
poor, and steal, and trespass against the name
of my God.

10 Do not calumniate a servant unto his

master: lest he curse thee, and thou incur

guilt.

11 There is a generation that curseth its

father, and doth not bless its mother.

12 There is a generation that is pure in its

own eyes, and yet is not washed (clean) of

its filthiness.

l.S There is a generation— how lofty are

its eyes! and its eyelids are so lifted up.

14 There is a generation, whose teeth are

as swords, and whose cutting teeth are as

knives, to devour the poor from off the earth,

and the needy from among men.
15 T[ Insatiability'' hath two daughters,

(crying,) Give, give. There are tliree things

that are never satisfied, yea, four things

which never say. Enough :

IG The nether world; and a barren womb;
the earth which is not satisfied with water;

and the fire which never saith. Enough.
17 The eye that mocketh at his father,

and despiseth to obey his mother, this shall

the ravens of the valley pick out, and the

young eagles shall eat it.

18 Tl Three things there are which are too

wonderful for me; and four which I know
not:

19 The way of the eagle in the air; the

way of a serpent upon a rock; the way of a

ship in the heart of the sea; and the way of

a man with a young woman.
20 Such is the Av.ay of an adulterous wo-

man ; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and
saith, I have done no wrong.

21 Tl Under three things the earth trem-

* In the sense of false, unreal things.
• I'hilippsnn. npl'?;' is variously explained ; some take

it as "Icceh," hence "the insatiable." Kaslii, "the
nether world." Odiers, "fate," "vanipyre." Aben
Ezra, rhmy 'Afiu/nli "injustice." Arnhcim, as the name
of the author "Of 'Alukah: Two daughters say, Give,

bleth, and under four wliich she cannot
bear:

22 Under a sen'ant when he becometh
king, and a worthless fool when he hath
eaten enough bread

;

2-3 Under an odious woman when she is

married; and a bondwoman when she dis-

possesscth her mistress.

24 ^ There are four which are the little

ones of the earth ; and they are nevertheless

exceedingly wi.se

:

25 The ants are a people not .strong, there-

fore do they prepare in the summer their

food;

26 The conies are but a feeble people;

therefore do they place on the rocks their

houses

;

27 The locusts have no king; and yet they

go forth in troops altogether;

28 The spider" thou canst catch with
(thy) hands; and yet she is in the palaces

of a king.

29 *[[ Three there are that have a stately

step, and four that are stately in going:

.30 The lion, the mightiest among beasts,

who turneth not round from Ijefore any
one;

31 The light-legged greyhound,"* and the

he-goat;" and a king, against whom there is

no rising up.'

32 If thou hast become degraded by lifting

up th^'self, or if thou hast devised evil, put

I thy hand to thy mouth

;

I

33 For the pressure^ of milk bringeth forth

butter, and the pressure of the nose bringeth

forth blood : so the pressure of wrath bring-

eth forth strife.

CHAPTER XXXL
1 ^ The words of king Lemuel,'' the pro-

l^hecy with which his mother instructed him.

2 What (hast thou done),' my son? and
what, son of my body? and what, son

of my vows ?

* Others, " the horse girded around the loins."

" Others, "the leading-wether," who goes before the

flock.

' DipSt*. Others, "people," with whom the people

are.

" Butter is said to be produced in the East by pressing

give." I'fiilippson takes "give, give" as the name of
j

cream in a goat's skin,

the daughters of insatiability. |l
" Lenniel, or as more correctly in ver. 4, Lemoel,

° Others, "The lizard taketh hold (of walls) with her
]
"given," or "devoted to God."

hands."
,1

' Rashi. Others, " what (shall I say)?"
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3 Give not unto women thy vigour, nor

thy ways to those that ruin kings.

4 Not for kings, O Lemoel, not for kings

(is it fitting) to drink wine, nor* for princes,

strong drink

:

5 Lest either might drink, and forget what
is written in the law, and pervert the cause

of all the afflicted.

G Give strong drink unto him that is ready

to perish, and wine unto those who have an

embittered soul.

7 Let such a one drink, and forget his

poverty, and remember his trouble no more.

8 Open thy mouth for the dumb, for the

cause of all fatherless children.''

9 Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and
decide the cause of the poor and needy.

10 T[ Who can find a virtuous woman?
for far above pearls is her value.

11 The heart of her husband doth safely

trust in her, and he will not see his gain"

diminish.

12 She treateth him well and not ill, all

the days of her life.

13 She seeketh for avooI, and flax, and
worketh with her willing hands.

14 She is become like the merchant's

ships; from afar doth she bring her food.

15 And she riseth while it is yet night,

and giveth provision to her household, and a

task to her maidens.

16 She thinketh of a field, and buyeth it:

with the fruit of her hands she planteth a

vineyard.

17 She girdeth with strength her loins,

and giveth vigour to her arms.

° Eashi. Ralbag taking 'X as "where," give.«, "It is

not for princes to say, ' Where is strong drink?'"
" Rashi, fjbn "to change," whose help hath passed

away. Abea Ezra, "who are destined to death."
° Aruheim. Lit. "booty," or "spoil." '

18 She perceiveth that her profit* is good:

(therefore) her lamp goeth not out by night.

19 She stretcheth out her hands to the

spindle, and her palms hold fast the distaff.

20 She spreadeth out wide her hand to the

poor; yea, her hands she stretcheth forth to

the needy.

21 She hath no fear for her household of

the snow ; for all her hou.sehold are clothed

in scarlet."

22 Tapestry covering she maketh for her-

self; of linen and purple is her attire.

23 Well known is in the gates her hus-

band, when he sitteth with the elders of the

land.

24 Fine tunics she maketh, and selleth

them; and girdles she furnisheth unto the

merchant.

2o Strength and dignity ai-e her clothing;

and she smileth at the coming of the last

day.'

2G She openeth her mouth with wisdom;
and the law of kindness is on her tongue.

27 She looketh well to the ways of her
household, and the bread of idleness she doth
not eat.

28 Her children rise up, and call her
blessed; her husband, also, and he praiseth

her:

29 " Many daughters have done virtuously,

but thou excellest them all."

30 False is grace, and vain is beauty; a
woman only that feareth the Lord shall in-

deed be praised.

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and
let her own works praise her in the gates.

^ Eng. ver., "merchandise," i. e. what the merchant
obtains, "profit."

" /. p. Woollen garments, which were coloured; in op-

position to the linen uncoloured summer clothes.
' Rashi.
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THE BOOK OF JOB,

DVN 15D.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ There was a man in the land of 'Uz,

Job" was his name; and this man was per-

fect and upright, and fearing God, and
eschewing evil.

2 And there were born unto him seven

sons and three daughters.

3 And his cattle consisted of seven thou-

sand sheep, and three thousand camels, and
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred
she-asses, and he had a very great store of

servants ;* so that this man was greater than

all the sons of the east.

4 And his sons used to go and prepare a

feast in the house of every one on his day;

and they sent and invited their three sisters

to eat and to drink with them.

5 And it happened, when the days of the

feast were gone round, that Job sent and
sanctified them, and then he rose up early in

the morning, and offered buinit^oflerings ac-

cording to the number qf all of them; for Job
said, It may be that my sons have sinned,

and have renounced" God in their heart. In

this manner used Job to do all the time.

Now it happened on a certain daj', when
the sons of God came to present themselves

before the Lord, that the Accuser also came
in the midst of them.

7 Then said the Lord unto the Accuser,

Whence comest thou? And the Accuser an-

swered the Lord, and said. From roaming
over the earth, and from wandering through

it.

8 Then said the Lord unto the Accuser,

Hast thou directed thy attention'' toward my
servant Job; for tliere is none like him on the

earth, a man perfect and upright, who fear-

eth God, and escheweth evil?

* Properly, It/yoh.

*• Others, "agriculture." (See Gen. xxvi. 14.)
"

"i^a certainly can mean " blaspheme," as in 1 Kings
xxi. 10; but it means also to bless at parting, to say,

"farewell;" beiico, "renounce," and afterward to "blas-
821

9 Then answered the Accuser the Lord,

and said, Is it for nought that Job feareth

God?
10 Behold, thou hast indeed placed a fence

about him, and about his house, and about

all that he hath, on every side; the work of

his hands hast thou blessed, and his cattle are

far spread out in the land.

11 But stretch only forth thy hand and
touch all that he hath, and (see) whether he
will not renounce thee to thy face.

12 Then said the Lord unto the Accuser,

Behold, all that is his be in thy power;'' only

against him.self shalt thou not stretch forth

thy hand. The Accuser went thereupon

away from the presence of the Lord.

13 And it happened on a certain day, when
his sons and his daughters were eating and
drinking wine in the house of their first-born

brother,

14 That a messenger came unto Job, and
said. The oxen were ploughing, and the she-

asses were feeding beside them,

15 Wiien the Sabeans made an incursion,

and took them away, and the young men
they slew with the edge of the sword ; and I

am escaped, none but myself alone, to tell it

unto thee.

16 This one was yet speaking, when an-

other came, and said, A fire of God fell from
heaven, and burnt among the sheep and the

young men, and consumed them; and I am
escaped, none but myself alone, to tell it unto

thee.

17 This one was yet speaking, when an-

other came, and said. The Chaldeans posted

themselves in three divisions, and made an

inroad against the camels, and took them
awa}', and the young men they slew with

the edge of the sword; and I am escaped,

pherae," to "speak disrespectfully," or "bidding farewell

to allegiance" to God or the civil government. Itashi

and Aben Ezra give "blasphemed." Jonathan, "made
angry." '' Lit. "Hast thou set thy heart upon."

" Ilcb. "hand."



JOB I. II. III.

none but myself alone, to tell it unto

thee.

18 While he was A'et speaking, there came
also another, and said, Thy sons and thy
daughters were eating and drinking wine in

the house of their first-born brother:

19 When, behold, a violent wind came
from the direction of the wilderness, and
struck against the four corners of the house,

60 that it fell upon the young men, and they

died; and I am escaped, none but myself

alone, to tell it unto thee.

20 Then arose Job, and rent his robe, and
shaved his head, and fell down upon the

ground, and prostrated himself,

21 And he said. Naked came I out of my
mother's Avomb, and naked shall I I'eturn

thither:' the Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; may the name of the Lord be

blessed.

22 With all this did Job not sin, and at-

tributed no injustice to God.*"

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And it happened again on a certain

day, when the sons of God came to present

themselves before the Lord, that the Accuser

also came in the midst of them to present

himself before the Lord.

2 Then said the Lord unto the Accuser,

Whence comest thou now ? And the Accuser

answered the Lord, and said. From roaming
over the earth, and from wandering through

it.

3 Then said the Lord unto the Accuser,

Hast thou directed thy attention toward my
servant Job; for there is none like him on
the earth, a man perfect and upright, w^ho

feareth God, and escheweth evil? and he is

still holding fast to his integrity, and thou

hast incited me against him, to destroy him
without cause.

4 Then answered the Accuser the Lord,

* The general mother—the earth.

^ Rashi. Others, " he uttered nothing offensive to

God."
" Rashi comments, " Limb for limb ; this is the way of

man when he sees a sword extended over his head, he

will ward it off with his arm ; how much more will he be

likely to yield all his wealth to save his life; and this

one well knowcth within himself that he is guilty, there-

fore he grieveth not for his money;" and we may add,

"for his children, as nothing is so dear to a man as his

own life."

6D

and said. Skin for skin ;' yea, all that a man
hath will he give in behalf of his life.

5 But stretch only forth th}' hand, and
touch his bone and his ilesh, and (see) whe-
ther he will not renounce thee to tliy face.

6 Then said the Lord unto the Accuser,

Behold, he is in thy hand; only take care of

his life.

7 Thereupon went the Accu.ser forth from
the presence of the Lord; and he smote Job
with a sore inflammation,'^ from the sole of

his foot unto the crown of his head.

8 And (Job) took himself a potsherd to

scrape himself therewith, wdiile he was sit-

ting down among the ashes.

9 Then said his wife unto him, Art thou
still holding fast to thy integrity? renounce'

God, and die.

10 But he said unto her. Thou speakest as

one of the worthless women would speak.

What? should we accept the good alone from
God, and the evil we should not accept?

With all this did Job not sin with his lips.

11 When now the three friends of Job had
heard of all this evil that was come over him,

they came every one from his own place;

Eliphaz the Themanite, and Bildad the Shu-
chite, and Zophar the Na'amathite; and they

met*^ together to come to condole with him
and to comfort him.

12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar

off, and they recognised him not, they lifted

up their voice, and wept; and they rent

every one his robe, and strewed dust upon
their heads toward heaven.

1.3 They likewise sat down with him on
the ground .seven days and seven nights; but

no one spoke a word unto him ; for they saw
that his pain was very great.

CHAPTER in.

1 After this time Job opened his mouth,

and cursed his day.

•* yrw a disease whicb produces a discoloration of the

skin, inflammation of any kind; here supposed to bo

elephantiasis.
" Some would render this verse, "praise God," for

what he ha.s done. Others again, ".say farewell;" again,

"thank him for past favours and then die by thy own
hand." Rashi agrees with this version of the end of the

verse, as he says rcji "is imperative." With this view

agrees well the answer of Job, stating it to be our duty to

submit to the evil as well as to accept the good.
' Ens. ver., "they had made an appointment," &c.
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2 ^ And Job commenced, and .s.aid,

3 Oh that the day whereon I was born
might perisli, and the nifrht" when it was
said, There hath been a male cliild conceived.

4 May that day ]je (covered with) dark-
ne.ss; may not God from above inquire for it,

and may no light beam upon it.

5 Oh that darkness and the shadow of

death might defile'" it; may a cloud rest

upon it; may the blackness" of the day ter-

rify it.

C Yon night—let darkness seize upon it;

let it not be united** to the days of the year,

let it not come into the number of the (pe-

riods lighted by the) moon.
7 Lo, may that night be solitary, let no

song ofjoy occur thereon.

8 Let those denounce it that curse the

day, who are ready to raise up their mourning
cry.-^

9 Let the stars of its twilight be darkened

;

let it hope for light, and there be none ; and
let it not behold the eyelids of the morning-
dawn

;

10 Because God closed not against me the

doors of the womb, and thus concealed trou-

ble from my eyes.

11 Why did I not die (the moment I is-

sued) from the womb? (why) was I not born
merely to perish at once ?

12 Wherefore were knees ready to receive

me? and for what purpose were breasts

there that I might suck?
13 For now should I be lying still and

be quiet; I should sleep: then would I be at

rest,

14 With kings and counsellors of the

earth, who build up ruined places for them-
selves;

15 Or with princes possessing gold, who
fill their houses with silver;

IG Or as an untimely birth, hidden (from
view) I should not exist; as infants that

never have seen the light

:

• Jonathan, "and the night which said."
'' llashi and Abcn Ezra. Others, " Jlay darkness, &c.

claim it back as their own ;" Skj as " to redeem from those

who have no cf|uitablc right of permanent pn.sses.sion."

° llalbag. llashi and Abeu Ezra, "pestilential va-

pours," &c.
'' Others, "Let it not be glad among," &c.
' llalbag. Aben Ezra and others take [n'lS to mean,

as elsewhere, Leviathan, a sea-monster: and we should
82G

17 There (where) the wicked cease from
troubling; and where the exhausted weary
are at rest;

18 (Where) the prisoners repo.se together;

they hear no more the taskmaster's voice.

19 The small with the great is there; and
the servant free from his master.

20 Wherefore giveth He now light to the
labour-laden, and life unto the bitter in soul ?

21 Who wait for death, which (cometh)
not; and who dig for it sooner than for hid-

den treasures;

22 Who would rejoice even to exulting,

who would be glad could they but find a
grave ?

23 (WTiy is light given) to a man whose
way is hidden, and around whom God hath
placed a fence?''

24 For before my food cometh my groan-
ing, and like the water are poured forth my
loud complaints.

25 Because what I greatly dreaded is come
upon me, and what I apprehended is come
unto me.

2G I have had no safety, and no quiet,

and no rest; and (now) harrowing trouble is

come.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ Then answered Eliphaz the Thcma-
nite, and said,

2 If we essay^ to address a word to thee,

wilt thou be wearied? yet who is able to re-

frain from speaking ?""

3 Behold, thou hast (ere this) corrected

many, and weak hands thou wast wont to

strengthen.

4 Him that stumbled thy words used to

uphold, and to sinking knees thou gavest

vigour.

5 Yet now, when it cometh to thee, thou

art wearied; it toucheth even thee, and thou

art terrified.

6 Is not then thy fear of God still thy con-

then translate, "who arc prepared to raise up the sea-

monster," I. f. by their enchantments.
' Meaning, barred the egress from evil; first, by hiding

the path which he should travel, and then keeping him
locked up within the bounds of misery.

* Jonathan. llashi, "Art thou wearied because one

temptation hath come to thee?'' Aben Ezra, noJ for

NB^j "if we lift up our word?"
'' Lit. "who is able to reprove with words?"
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fidence," thy hope, equal to the integrity of

thy ways?
7 Rememl)er, I pray thee, who ever perish-

ed, being innocent? or where were the right-

eous destroyed?

8 Even as I have seen, that those who
plough wrong-doing, and sow trouble, have to

reap the same.

9 Before the breathing of God they perish,

and before the breath of his nostrils they

come to their end.

10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice

of the fiei'ce lion, and the teeth of the young
lions, are broken.

11 The old lion perisheth for lack of pre}',

and the whelps of the lioness have to scatter

themselves abroad.

12 But to me a word came by stealth, and
my ear took in a scarcely perceptible whisper

thereof

;

13 In intense thoughts out of visions of

the night, when deep sleep fliUetli on men;
l-l Dread came over me, with trembling,

and it caused all my bones to shudder.

15 Then a spirit tlitted past before my
face ; the hair of my body stood up

:

IG It stood still, but I could not recognise

its form ; a figure was before my eyes, a slight

whisper, then a (louder) voice I heard, say-

ing,

17 Can a mortal be more righteous*" than

God? or can a man be more pure than his

Maker?
18 Behold, in his servants he putteth no

trust ; and his angels he chargeth with folly

:

10 How much less in those that dwell in

houses of clay, whose Ibundation is in the

dust, who are crushed till they come to be

eaten by" the moth?
20 From morning to evening are they

broken to pieces; without laying it (to heart)

they perish for ever.

21 Behold, their CKcellency which is in

" Rashi, "^nSoD " thy folly," " was then thy fear, thy

hope, the integrity of thy ways but sheer folly in thee?"
'' Lijwenthal and Philippson, " Is a mortal righteous be-

fore God," &c.
" So doth Rashi explain '33S "before."
^ Arnheim and others, "the babbler."
' Jonathan. Rashi makes D"3X equal to D'KOX " the

thirsty," and translates: "some one of the thirsty will

snatch at," &e. Philippson, "whether he fetch it out of

thornhedges or snatch up his wealth with snares."

' Aben Ezra; so also Philippson, who renders, lite-

them is torn away; they die, and this with-

out wi.sdom.

CHAPTER V.

1 Do but call ; is there one that will an-

swer thee? and to whom of the saints wilt

thou turn thyself?

2 For ^'exation will prove death to a fool-

ish man, and jealousy will slay the simple.''

3 1 have myself seen the foolish taking

root; but I suddenly held his habitation as

accursed.

4 His children are far from help, and men
crush them in the gate, with no one to

deliver them.

5 (He it is) whose harvest the hungry
eateth up, and taketh it even out of the

thorns, and the robber" snatcheth eagerly

after their substance.

6 For wrong doth not come forth out of

the dust, neither doth trouble grow up out of

the ground;

7 But man is born unto trouble, as young
birds*^ take up their flight.

8 I, however, would= have besought God,

and unto God would I have committed my
cause

;

9 Who doetli great things which are un-

searchable; marvellous things till they are

without number;
10 Who giveth rain upon the surface of

the earth, and sendeth out waters over the

face of the fields

;

11 To set up the lowly on high; that

those who mourn may rise high to happi-

ness ;*"

12 (But) who frustrateth the plans of the

crafty, so that their hands cannot execute

their well-devised counsel

;

13 Who catchetli the wise in their own
craftiness; and the advice of the perverse is

hastened on headlong;

14 By day they meet with darkness, and

rally, "as the children of the lightning (that fly with

lightning speed) fly up high." Others, "the children

of the flame," ?. e. the sparks. The meaning is, wrong-

doing brings evil; men are prone to sin; hence, they

prepare themselves trouble, just as sure as sparks, or

birds, fly upward ; but all is in strict justice.

* Rashi, who comments, " Had affliction seized on me,

I would have entreated God with prayer and supplica-

tion."

'' Rendered elsewhere, "salvation;" here the opposite

to mourning.
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as though it were night they grope about in

the noon of day

;

1-3 But wlio saveth from the sword, from

their mouth, and from the hand of the

mighty, the needy one

;

16 And so Cometh to the poor hope, and
iniquity stoppeth her mouth.

17 Behold, happy is the man whom God
admonishcth; despise not then the correction

of the Ahnighty;
18 For he it is that woundeth, and bind-

eth up : he smiteth, and his hands do heal.

19 In six distresses will he deliver thee;

and in seven there shall no evil touch thee.

20 In famine he redeemeth thee from
death; and in war from the power of the

sword

;

21 Against the scoui'ge of the tongue shalt

thou be hidden; and thou needest not be

afraid of destruction when it cometh

;

22 At destruction and famine canst thou
laugh; and thou needest not to have any
fear of the beasts of the earth

;

23 For with the stones of the field shalt

thou have thy covenant; and the beasts of

the field shall be at peace with thee.

24 And thou shalt know that there is

peace in thy tent; and thou wilt look over
thy habitation," and shalt miss nothing.

25 And thou shalt know that thy seed is

numerous, and thy offspring as the herbage
of the earth.

20 Thou Avilt go in a ripe age*" to the grave,

as a shock" of corn is carried home in its

season.

27 Behold this, we have searched it out,

so it is; and thou note it well for thyself.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ Then answered Job, and said,

2 Oh that my vexation could be truly

* Arnhcim, "thy pasture."
" Rashi. Philippson, after Rambam, "full of vigour."
' J'liilippson, " when the grave's hillock is raised in itssea-

son." Vl'li, after Sa'adyah, not "shock," hut the "grave's

hillock." * Abcn Ezra, "the juice of the mallow."
'Philippson, who eomnicnts: "as unwillingly as a

man tastes unsalted food, so little can the sufferer bear

disease without complaining; Job saying this to justify

his complaint, as being in the nature of things, and not

rebellion." Hcrxhcimcr and Eng. ver., "What ray soul

refused to touch arc now the food of my sickness."
' Rashi, "I would entreat his forgiveness that he

should not spare me." Jonathan, " though I burn in
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weighed, and my calamity—oh that men
might lift it up in the balances at once!

3 For now it is already heavier than the

sand of the sea : therefore are my words con-

fused.

4 For the arrows of the Almighty are

within me, the poi.son whereof my spirit

drinketh in: the terrors of God set them-
selves in array against me.

5 Doth the wild a.ss bray over the grass?

or loweth the ox over his fodder?

6 Is ever tasteless food eaten without salt?

or is there any tiavour in the white of an

7 My soul refuseth to touch them; they
are unto me like disgusting" food.

8 Oh that some one would grant the ac-

complishment of my request; and that God
would grant me the fulfilment of my hope

!

9 Yea, that it would please God that he
might crush me ; that he would let loose his

hand, and make an end of me

!

10 Then would this be still my comfort;

yea, I would rejoice' in my pain while he
would not spare : that I have not gainsaid

the commands of the Holy One.

—

11 What is my strength, that I should

wait? and what my end, that I should ^et

longer retain my patience?*

12 Is the strength of stones my strength?

or is my flesh brazen ?

13 Truly, am I not without my help in

me? and is not wise counsel driven fiir away
from me?

14 As*" though I were one who refuseth

kindness to his friend, and forsaketh the

fear of the Almighty.
15 My brothers are treacherous as a brook,

like flowing brooks they pass along;'

16 Which are made turbid'' by reason of

the ice, wherein the snow hideth itself;

! pain and he will not sp.nrc." The various versions, "en-
treat," "burn," and "rejoice," are given by different com-
mentators of the word nSc, onlj- found in this verso.

' After Rashi, taking t?3J as "will," "desire," "plea-

t sure."

]

'' Rashi and Jonathan. Ralbag, "Shall the man that

suffcrcth have difigrace from his friend, saying he hath

forsaken," &c. Philippson and others, "To the sufferer

kindness is due from his friend, even though he forsake

j

the fear of the Almighty."
' Philippson, "which overflow." Arnheim, "like the

brooks of valleys."
' Rashi would render, "which become ice by reason of
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17 At the time when they feel the warmth,
they vanish ; when it is hot, they are quench-
ed out of their place.

18 The paths of their course wind them-
selves along;" they go up in the wilderness

and are lost.

19 The caravans of Thema look hither,

the travelling companies of Sheba hope for

them;
20 But they stand ashamed because they

had trusted; they come thither and are made
to blush.

21 For truly now ye are like such a one;

ye see my terrible state, and are afraid.

22 Have I then ever said, Give me some-

thing, and out of your property offer a bribe

in ray behalf?

23 And deliver me from the hand of the

adversary ? and redeem me from the hand of

tyrants?

24 Teach me, and I will indeed remain
silent; and wherein I have erred give me to

understand.

25 How pleasant are straightforward

words ! but what doth your arguing prove ?

26 Do ye think to reprove'' words, and (to

regard) as wind the speeches of one that is

despairing ?

27 Yea, ye would cast any thing upon the

fatherless, and ye would dig a pit against

your friend.

28 But now, if it please you, turn your-

selves toward me, and (say) whether I would
lie before your face.

29 Reflect again, I pray you, there will be

no wrong; yea, reflect once more, my rights

eousness (will be found) therein.

30 Is there any wrong on my tongue? or

should my palate not understand (if I spoke)

what is iniquitous?"

CHAPTER VII.

1 Is there not a limited time of service to

the cold, which arc hidden by means of the snow," which
covers the course of the stream, so that no one can obtain

water from it to quench his thirst.

* Meaning, these brooks, being at first nearly empty,
glide along in the deep ravines, and at length meet the

sauds of the desert where they disappear. Philippson

applies niniN, as in ver. 19, to caravans: "The caravans

bend thither their way, they get into the wilderness and
perish." A'er. '20 completes the picture : the guide as-

sures the travellers that a stream can be found at a cer-

tain place ; they reach it, but find it empty.

man upon earth? are not his days also like

the days of a hired labourer?

2 As a servant eagerly longeth for the

shadow, and as a hired labourer hopeth for

his rcAvard:

3 So was I compelled to possess months of

vanity, and nights of trouble were counted''

out unto me.

4 When I lie down, I say. When shall I

arise, and the night" be gone? and I am
wearied with tossings about till the dawn of

day.

5 My flesh is covered with worms and
clods of dust; my skin is burst open, and be-

come loath.some.

6 My days hasten away more swiftly than
a weaver's shuttle, and they come to an end in

the absence of hope.

7 Oh rememljer that nothing but a breath
is my life; that my eye will not again see

happiness;

8 The eye of him that seetli me now will

not see me again: (thou fixest) thy eyes ujion

me, and I am no more.

9 As the cloud vanisheth and passoth

away: so will he that goeth dovm to the

nether world not come up again.

10 He will return no more to his house, and
his place will not recogni,se him any more.

11 Therefore will I also not restrain my
mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my
spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of

my soul.

12 Am I a sea, or a monster, that thou
settest a watch over me?

13 For should I say. My bed shall comfort

me, my couch shall heli^ me bear my com-
plaint:

14 Then wouldst thou frighten me with
dreams, and with visions wouldst thou ter-

rify me;
15 So that my soul would choose stran-

gling, death rather than these limbs' of mine.

'' Bashi, "Will you prove your words, which are at last

mere words and valueless speeches?"
° These two verses are given after Rashi. Philippson

renders the last clause, " should ray palate not feel suffer-

ings?"
'' Or "ordained for."

• Rashi, taking 31;' "evening," for nVS "night," the

beginning for the whole; but Philippson, "the evening

extendeth itself out."
' After Rashi, literally, "bones," 1. e. the framework

of the body.
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16 I loatlie" it; I cannot live for ever: let

me alone ; for my days are but nought.

17 What is man, that thou shouldst make
him great? and that thou shouldst direct

thy heart toward him?
18 And that thou shouldst visit him

every morning, probe him every moment?
19 How long wilt thou not turn thy re-

gard from me, nor let me loose till I swallow

down my spittle ?''

20 If I have sinned, what (injury) can I

do unto thee, thou guardian of men? Avhy

hast thou set me as an object for thee to

strike at, so that I am become a burden to

myself ?

21 And why wilt thou not forgive my
transgression, and let my iniquity pass away?
for soon" must I lie down in the dust; and
thou wilt seek for me, but I shall be no
more.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ Then answei'cd Bildad the Shuchite,

and said,

2 How long wilt thou speak these things?

and like a mighty wind be the words of thy

mouth?
?) Should God pervert justice? or should

tlie Almighty pervert righteousness?

4 If thy children have sinned against him,

then did he send them off through the means
of** their transgression.

5 If thou wilt earnestly seek for God, and
make thy supplication to the Almighty;

If thou l>econie pure and upright: surely

then Avill he watch over thee, and restore thy

righteous habitation.

7 And thy beginning will have been

small; because thy latter end Avill grow up
greatly.

8 For ask, I pray thee, of an earlier gene-

ration, and prepare thyself to (stand by) the

research of their fathers;

—

9 For we are but of yesterday, and know
nothing, because a (mere) shadow are our

days upon earth;

10 Behold, these will truly teach thee,

' PhilippsoD, " I melt away."
' This is a proverbial expression among the Arabs to

the present day, signifying the same as, "Let me draw
my breath."

° Anonymous. Lit. "now." Amheim, "for now
woiild I lie," &c.
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they will speak unto thee, and out of their

very heart Avill they l)ring forth words

:

11 Can the bulrush shoot upward without
mire? can the meadow-grass grow up without
water?

12 It is yet in his greenness^ not yet cut

down, when it withereth before any other

grass.

1.8 So are the paths of all that forget God;
and the hope of the hypocrite will perish;

14 (It is he) whose trust will l)e cut off,

and a spider's web is that in which he con-

fideth.

15 He leaneth against his house; but it'

shall not stand; he layeth fast hold on it, but

it shall not remain erect.

IG He is in full vigour before the sun, and
over his garden his shoots go forth.

17 His roots are twisted about a stone-

heap, he selecteth (for himself) a place of

stones.

18 But when men destroy him from his

place, then will it deny him, saving, I have
never seen thee.

19 Behold, this is the joy of his way, and
out of the (same)*^ dust others will grow
up.

20 Behold, God will not reject a perfect

man, and will not hold fast by their hand the

evil-doers

:

21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing,

and thy lips with jovful shouting.

22 they that hate thee shaU be clothed

wath shame; and the tent of the Avicked shall

be no more.

CHAPTER IX.

1 TJ Then answered Job, and said,

2 Truly I know that it is so, and how
could a mortal be righteous before God?

3 If he were desirous to enter into a con-

test with him, he could not give him one an-

swer out of a thousand.

4 He is wise of heart, and mighty in

strength : who hath hardened himself against

him, and escaped unscathed?

5 (He it is) who removeth mountains, and

* Rashi. Their own sins are become the means of

their punishment.
^ Amheim, "but he shall not stand," &c.

' Arnheim. llashi, "And from those who were as

low as the dust another will grow up (to receive his

greatness)."
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they know it not, yea, when he overturneth

them in his an,<;;or.

6 Wlio shaketli the earth loose out of hoi*

place, that her pillars tremble.

7 Who .speaketh to the sun, and he shineth

not; and around the stars he placeth a

seal.

8 Who spread out the heavens by himself

alone, and treadeth upon the hillocks of the

sea.

9 Who made the Bear, Orion, and the

Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.

10 Who doeth great things which are

quite unsearchable; and wonders which are

quite without number.
11 Lo, were he to go by me, I should not

see him ; and were he to pass along, I should

not perceive him.

12 Behold, Avere he to snatch aught away,
who could hold him back? who would say

unto him. What doest thou?
lo God will not withdraw his anger: be-

neath him sink down the helpei's of the

proud."

14 How much less then could I answer
him, and select my words (to contend) with

him?
15 Whom, were I even righteous, I could

not answer; to him that condemneth me I

could (only) make supplication.

16 Or were I to call, and he would answer
me, I could yet not believe that he would
give ear unto my voice

—

17 He that bruiseth me with (his) tempest,

and multiplieth my wounds without a cause.

18 He suffereth me not to recover my
breath; but feedeth me overmuch witli bitter

things.

19 If it regard strength, lo, he is the power-

ful; and if justice, who will cite him for me
to appear?

20 If I were righteous** even, my own
mouth would condemn me: were I innocent,

it would still prove me perverse.

21 I am innocent;" I will not have regard

for myself; I will despise my life.

22 One thing is (certain),'' therefore have

* Philippson, "resistance." Arnheim, "the prbud

props." Kashi, "of Rahab," ('. <•. Kgypt.

'Arnheim, "(But) if I be righteous, shall my own
mouth condemn me? if I be innocent, shall it convict me
of wicked devices?" and so also v. 21.

° Job repeats, he is guiltless, and avers, that he cares

I said it, The innocent and the wicked he
bringeth to their end.

23 If a scourge should sl.ay suddenly, he
will mock at the trial of the guiltless.

24 Is a land given up into the hand of the

wicked? he covereth the faces of its judges;

if this be not the truth, who is it then ?

20 And my days pass swifter than a run-

ner: they flee away, they see no happiness,

26 They hasten along like pirate" ships

:

like the eagle that stoopeth down upon his

food.

27 If I say, I will forget my complaint, I

will leave off my sorrowful countenance, and
recover my cheerfulness

:

28 then would I be in dread of all my
pains; I know that thou wilt not declare me
innocent.

29 I must ever be guilty; Avhy then should
I fatigue myself lor nought?

30 If I were to wash myself in snow-water,

to cleanse myself in the purity of my hands

:

31 Even then wouldst thou plunge me in

the ditch, that my own clothes would render

me abhorred.

32 For he is not a man, like me, that I

could answer him, that we should enter toge-

ther into a contest.

33 There is no one who can decide be-

tween us, who could lay his hand upon us

both.

34 Let him but remove from me his rod,

and let not his dread terrify me

:

35 Then would I speak, and not fear him;
for the like I feel not within me.

CHAPTER X.

1 My soul is disgusted with my life; I will

give free vent to my complaint over myself;

1 will speak in the bitterness of my soul.

2 I will say unto God, Do not condemn
me; let me know for what cause thou con-

tendest against me.
3 Is it well for thee that thou shouldst

oppress, that thou shouldst reject the labour

of thy hands, and .shed light upon the coun-

sel of the wicked?

not for himself, (lit. "my soul,") whether death cnsuo

this avowal or not.
'' Rashi; Arnheim, &c. "It is all the same."
° Ralbag. Ra.shi, Ehih, as the name of a river which

flows rapidly. Aben Ezra, "Ebeh, a city." Others,

"papyrus ships."
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JOB X. XI.

4 Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou

as a mortal sectli ?

5 Are thy diiya as the days of a mortal?

or are thy years as the days of a man,
G That thou inquirest after my iniquity,

and searchest after my sin?

7 Still it is within thy knowledge that I

am not wicked, and there is none that can
deliver me out of thy hand.

8 Thy hands have carefully fashioned me
and made me; every thing is in harmony all

round about ; and yet thou dost destroy me

!

9 Remember, I beseech thee, that as though
I were clay hast thou made me; and wilt

thou cause me to return again unto the dust?'

10 Behold, like milk didst thou pour me
out, and like cheese didst thou curdle me.

11 With skin and flesh didst thou clothe

me, and with bones and sinews didst thou
cover me.*"

12 Life and kindness didst thou grant me,
and thy providence watched over my spirit.

13 And yet these things hadst thou trear

Bured up in thy heart; I know that this was
(resolved) within thee.

14 If I have sinned, then dost thou watch
me, and from my iniquity thou wilt not de-

clare me guiltless.

15 If I be \\dcked, wo unto me; and if I

be righteous, I can still not lift up my head;
I am sated with disgrace, and ever seeing

my affliction;

16 And it" constantly increaseth; like a
fierce lion dost thou hunt for me; and again

thou showest thyself continually wonderful
on me

;

17 Thou ever renewest thy witnesses

against me, and causest thy indignation to

grow strong against me; changes and multi-

tudes (of suflerings) are around me.
18 Wherefore didst thou bring me forth

out of the womb? Oh that I had perished,

and that no eye had seen me

!

* Rashi, affirmatively, "and (at last) thou wilt cause
me to return unto dust."

* Kalbag. Other.s, " Aud thou didst branch out within

uie bones and sinews." Arnheim, " wovest within mo," ite.

" Abcn Ezra. Ralbag, "Oh that it might grow strong,

go that thiiu niiglitcst iiunt me up like a lion, (wlio slay-

cth at once;) but thou," &c. llashi, "It is sufficiently

great in thy estimation to hunt for me as though I were
a lion." Aruheiu), "Is my head lifted up—like one
huutelh a lion thou wouldst hunt me."

'' llashi. Lit. "where it shiueth like doom." Phi-
832

19 That I were as though I had not Ijeen;

had been borne from the womb to the grave.

20 Lo! my days are but few; cease, then,

withdraw from me (thy hand), that I may
recover my cheerfulness a little,

21 Before I go, and return not, to the land

of darkness and the shadow of death,

22 A land of utter gloom, as of the darkness

of the shadow of death, without any order,

and the light of which'' is like utter gloom.

CHAPTER XI.

1 ^ Then answered Zophar the Na'ama-
thite, and said,

2 Shall a multitude of words not be an-

swered? and is it so that a man full of talk

shall be deemed in the right?

3 Thy inventions are to bring men to si-

lence; and when thou utterest thy mocking
no one is to cause thee to feel abashed!

4 For thou hast said (to God), My doctrine

is pure, and I am become clean in thy ejes.

5 But oh that God would but speak, and
open his lips against thee;

6 And that he would declare unto thee

the secrets of wisdom, for it is double to that

which is in our possession ; and thou wouldst

experience that God overlooketh" unto thee

much of thy iniquity.

7 Canst thou find out the experience of

God? or canst thou find (the way) unto the

utmost limit of the Almighty?
8 It is as high as heaven ; what canst thou

effect? it is deeper than the nether world;

what canst thou know?
9 Longer than the earth is its measure,

and broader than the sea.

10 If he pass by, and surrender (one to

sufiering), and call together an assembly,'

who can hinder him?
11 For he knoweth the men of vanity:

he seeth the wrong-doer and him^' who con-

sidereth not;

lippson, "where the light is uncertain, like the twilight

gloom." bsx would then mean, not perfect darkness, but

that gray, uncertain glimmer before perfect night sets in.

° Lit. "forgetteth," i. c he acts as though he had for-

gotten. Kashi, "that thou art indebted to God for thy

iniquity."
' I. e. To hold a trial. Abcn Ezra renders fiSn' with

1

" If he destroy."
' ' Philippson, "Though men should not notice it."

Rashi, "although he appeareth not to notice it," i. e. by

I

delaying the punishment.



JOB XII. XIII.

12 And the heartless who' acquireth in-

telligence, and him who is (like) the colt of

the wild ass who is transformed into a

man.
13 If thou trul}- direct (aright) thy heart,

and spread out thy liand.s toward him:

—

1-1 If wrong be in thy hand, put it far

awa}^, and let not Avickedness dwell in thy

tents.

15 For then canst thou lift up thy face

free from blemish; yea, thou wilt stand

steadfiist, and needest not to fear;

10 Because thou wilt truly forget thy trou-

ble, and as a waterflood that is passed away
wilt thou remember it;

17 And brighter than the noon of day will

th\ earthly existence arise; and thy obscurity-

will be like thy morning.

18 And thou wilt feel trust, because there

is hope; yea, thou wilt search about carefully,

and thou wilt lie down in safety.

19 Also thou wilt stretch thyself out (to

rest), with none to make thee afraid; and
many will entreat thy favour.

20 But the eyes of the wicked shall foil,

and the means of escape will vanish from

them, and their (sole) hope shall be the

breathing out of their soul.''

CHAPTER XII.

1 Tl Then answered Job, and said,

2 Truly 36 are indeed the (right kind of)"

people, and with you wisdom must die out.

3 I also have sense like you; I do not fall

short compared with you ; and who possesseth

not such things as these?

4 I am as one laughed at by his friend,''

who calleth upon God, while he answereth
him: (yea,) a laughing-stock though right-

eous and innocent.

5 To the unfortunate there is given con-

tempt—according to the thoughts of him

* Basbi would render this verse, "And so will the heart-

less acquire a heart, to return unto God ; and he who was
like the colt of the wild ass will teach himself to become
a new man, to watch over his course of life-"

•
t. e. Death. Ralbag renders ni30 "grief," "care."

' Philippson and others, merely, "you are the people,"

i. (• every one.
'' AVolfson, " I, the laughing-stock of my friend, would,

were God to answer my prayer, become a joy of the

righteous and innocent."
• Ralbag. Philippson, " For misfortune there is con-

tempt; case to the cunning; a push for those who slip;"

5 E

that is at ease—prepared (also) for tho.se

whose foot slippeth.''

G Prosperous are the tents of robbers, and
security is given to those that provoke God;
to him who carrieth his god' in his hand.

7 Yet, do only ask of tlie beasts, and they

will instruct thee; and the fowls of the hea-

vens, and they will tell it thee;

8 Or speak to the earth, and she will

instruct thee ; and the fishes of the sea will

inform thee:

9 Who knoweth not through all these

that the hand of the Lord hath wrought
this?

10 (He) in whose hand is the soul of every

living thing, and the spirit of all the bodies

of men ?

11 Dotli not the ear try words, as the pa-

late tasteth food for itself?

12 So^ is with the ancients wisdom; and
with (those of) length of days understand-

ing,

13 That with Jiim are wisdom and strength,

hk are counsel and understanding.

14 Behold, he pulleth down, and there can

be no rebuilding: he locketh (the prison)

upon a man, and there can be no opening.

15 Behold, he restraineth the waters, and
they dry up ; or he suffereth them to flow, and
they overturn the earth.

16 With him are strength and coun.sel:

his are'' the deceived and the deceiver.

17 He leadeth counsellors away bereft of

sense, and maketli the judges fools.

18 He looseth the bond of kings, and bind-

eth a girdle' around tlieir loins.

19 He leadeth priests away bereft of sense;

and the powerful he causeth to walk on crook-

ed paths.

20 He removeth the speech from trusty

speakers, and taketh away the intelligence

of the aged.

taking nWE'^rS as "one who dealeth in cunning thoughts;"

and [Oj from n3J " to be lame ;" hence a thrust or push

which makes the slipping lameness.
' Aben Ezra and Ralbag; but Rashi, "to whom God

hath bestowed it into his hand." Philippson, "who rely

on their own hand as God."
« Rashi ; Arnheini, "is there wisdom in ancients?" &o.
" Abcu Ezra, " to him (are known) the deceived," &c.

' Rashi explains, "At first when they please him he

gives them strength and power to rule." Others, "He
putteth the girdle with which slaves tie up their garments

to labour around their loins."
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.lOB XIII. XIV.

21 He poureth contempt upon princes, and

the belt of the mighty he loo.seneth."

22 He layeth open deep things from the

midst of darkness, and bringetli out unto

light the shadow of death.

23 He pennitteth the nations to become

great, and destroyeth them: he spreadeth

out tlie nations, and leadeth them away.

24 He taketii away the sense of the chiefs

of the people of the land, and causeth them
to wander astray in a wilderness where there

is no way.
25 They grope in the dark without light,

and he causeth them to wander asti'ay like a

drunken man.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 Lo, all (this) hath my eye seen, my ear

hath heard and noted it for itself;

2 As much as ^-e know, do I also know : I

do not fall short compared with you.

3 However, I would gladly speak to the

Almighty; and to argue with God do I de-

sire.

4 But ye are inventors of falsehood,'' phy-

sicians of no value all of you.

5 Oh would grant that ye might keep a

profound silence! and it would be accounted

unto you as wisdom.
6 Do hearken but to my reasoning, and

listen to the pleadings of my lips.

7 Will ye speak wrong things for God?
and will ye .speak for him deceitfully?

8 Will ye show him undue favour, when
ye contend for God?

9 Will it be well if he should search you
out? or as one overreacheth another man, do

ye expect to overreach him?
10 He will surely reprove you, if in secret

you show him undue favour.

11 Doth not his excellency terrify you?
and his dread fall upon you?

12 The things you remember are mere pro-

verbs of ashes, your high-places are high-places'

of clay.

13 Keep silence toward me, that I may

* Meaniop;, takin;; away their strength ; the belt being

the reeeptaclo of the swoid and other light arras.

' Arnbeim, "false quacks."
° Meaning, their wisely remembered sayings arc worth-

less as though composed of ashes; their lofty reasoning

as weak as fortifications of clay. Others, 'Si^O "are like,"

" Your memorials are like ashes," &c.
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indeed speak, and let pass over me what
will.

14 Whatever it may cost, I will** take my
Hesh in my teeth, and my life will I put in

my hand.

15 Lo, though he slay me, yet will I trust

in him;" only I will argue my own ways be-

fore him.

IG Even he will come to my assistance;

for a hypocrite cannot come before him.

17 Listen well to my word, and to my
demonstration with your ears.

18 Behold now, I have arrayed my cause;

I know that I shall be indeed justified.

19 Who is he that will contend with me?
for now, if I keep silence I must perish.

*^

20 Only two things do not unto me : then

will I not hide myself from thy presence.

21 Remove thy hand far irom me; and
let not thy dread terrify me.

22 Then call thou, and I will answer; or

let me speak, and do thou reply to me.
23 How many are ni}- iniquities and sins?

my transgression and my sin let me know.
24 Wherefore wilt thou hide thy face, and

regard me as an enemy unto thee?

25 Wilt thou terrily a leaf driven about (by

the wind) ? and wilt thou pursue dry stubble?

26 That thou writest bitter decrees against

me, and assignest unto me the iniquities of

my youth;
27 And (that) thou puttcst my feet in the

stocks, and watchest narrowly all my paths;

(and) settest for thyself a mark upon the

soles''' of my feet ?

28 And 3-et the body decayeth like a rot-

ten thing, as a garment that the moth hath

eaten.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 Man born of a woman is short of dajs

and sated with trouble.

2 Like a ilowcr he cometli forth, and is

cut down : and he tleeth like a shadow, and

remaineth not.

3 And yet on such a one dost thou open

'' t. e. Will brave every danger.
' Arnheini, "Lo, were he to slay me, it would only

be what I expect."
' Ralbag. Philippson, " for then I would be silent," &c
" Hcb. "roots;" meaning, man is so circumscribed,

having, so to say, a mark on his soles, that he cannot

take a step unperceived by God.



JOB XIV. XV.

thy eyes, and mo thou bringest into judg-
ment Avith thoc?

4 Who can make a clean thing out of an
unclean? not one (thing).

5 Seeing that his days are determined, the

number of his months are (fixed) with thee,

that thou hast set his bounds which he can-

not pass

:

G Turn thyself from him that he maj' re-

cover from his pain, and enjoy like a hired

labourer his day.

7 For there is hope for the tree ; if it be

cut down, it may still sprout again, while its

young shoot will not cease.

8 If even its root become old in the earth,

and its stock die in the dust:

9 Yet through the scent of water will it

flourish (again), and produce boughs as

though it were newly planted.

10 But man dieth, and lieth powerless; 3-ea,

the son of earth departeth—and where is he?
11 The waters run off from the sea, and

the river faileth and drieth up;

12 So doth man lie down, and riseth not;

till the heavens be no more, they will not

awake and will not be roused out of their

sleep.

13 Oh who would grant that thou mightest
hide me in the nether world, that thou might-
est conceal me, until thy wrath be appeased,

that thou mightest set for me a fixed time,

and remember me then

!

14 Or, when a man dieth, will he live

again? all days of my time of service would
I then wait, till (the hour of) my release

were come.

15 Do thou call, and I will truly answer
thee: have a desire for the work of thy
hands.

16 Yet now thou numberest my steps;

and thou waitest" not Avith (the punishment
of) my sin.

17 Sealed up in a bag is my transgression,

and thou yet addest to my iniquity.

18 But truly a falling mountain will crum-

' Rashi. Others, interrogatively, "dost thou not
watch over ray iniquity? and thou imaginest yet addi-

tions to my iniquities."

'' Rashi; but he translates, "thou swcepest away its

fragments to become dust," &c. Philippson, "its frag-

ments is swept off by the dust of the earth." Ralbag,

rrri'iJD like rr-j'no " their flood (of the water) sweepoth
j

away the dust," &c.
" Rashi, referring, as in the text, to the state after

ble, and (even) a rock is moved out of its

place.

19 The water weareth out stones; thou
sweepest away their fragments'' (like) the

dust of the earth; and so thou destroyest

the hope of man.

j

20 Thou assailest him with might without
ceasing, till he passeth away: thou changest
his countenance, and sendest him off.

!
21 His children acquire honour, but he

I knoweth it not; and they are esteemed little,

but he perceiveth nothing of them.
22 But his body,"" on him, fceleth pain,

and his soul will mourn for him.

CHAPTER XV.
1 ]| Then answered Eliphaz the Thema-

nite, and said,

2 Should a wise man utter windy know-
ledge, and fill his inward parts with the east

wind ?

3 Should he reason with a speech which
availeth nothing? and with words in which
there is no profit?

4 Yea, thou truly makest void the fear (of

God), and diminishest devotion before God.
5 For thy iniquity teacheth thy mouth, so

that thou choosest the language of the crafty.

6 Thy own mouth must condemn thee,

but not I: ^ea, thy own lips will testify

against thee.

7 Wast thou born as the first man? or

Avast thou brought forth before the hills?

8 Ilast thou listened to the secret counsel

of God? and is wisdom therefore of little

esteem w'ith thee 1^

9 What knowest thou, that Ave do not

knoAV? Avhat understandest thou Avhich is not

with us?

10 Both the grayheaded and the very aged

are among us; richer than tli}' lather in

days.

11 Are the divine consolations too little

for thee? and the AA'ord that Avas so mild"

with thee?

death. Ralbag refers it to the state of sickness before

death, and renders, "his soul in him raoumetb."
"* Wolfson, after Aben Ezra. Others, "Hast thou

taken away," "made it less where it was," /. r. with God,

and render, "and hast thou abstracted for thyself wis-

dom?"
" Rashi, on'? as "pleasant," "soft," "imperceptible al-

most," "gentle to the touch." Aben Ezra, "in secret."

Arnheim, "was the word too indistinct for thee?"
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JOB XV. XVI.

12 Whither doth thy heart carry thee

away? and what do thy eyes gaze at?

13 That thou shouldest turn against God
thy spirit, and utter (such) words out of thy

mouth ?

14 What is man, that he should be pure?

and that he who is born of woman should be

declared righteous?

15 Behold, in his holy ones he putteth no
trust; and the heavens are not pure in his

eyes:

16 How much more then the abominable

and corrupt, the man who drinketh like water
•wrong-doing?

17 1 will instruct" thee, hear me; and what
I have seen will I relate;

18 Which wise men have ever told, and
have not concealed, as they obtained'' it from
their fathers;

19 Unto whom alone the earth was given,

and no stranger ever entered into their midst.

20 All his days is the wicked plagued with

pain, and the number of years which are laid

by for the tyrant.

21 A sound of terrors is in his ears: in

peace will the waster come over him.

22 He believeth not that he shall return

out of darkness, and he is looked for by the

sword.

23 He wandereth abroad for bread, (say-

ing,) Where is it? he knoweth that there is

ready at his hand the day of darkness.

24 Distress and anguish terrify him; they

assail him with might, as a king prepared

for the battle.''

25 Because he had stretched out against

God his hand, and strengthened himself

against the Almighty;
26 (And) he had run against him, with

an (extended) neck, Avith the thick round-

ings of his bucklers;

27 Because he had covered his face Avith

his fat, and had made thick folds of fat on

his flanks;

28 And he had dwelt in abandoned cities,

• Lit. "show."
^ Ralbag; i. e. the wisdom derived from their prede-

cessors; but Rashi, literally, "and concealed it not from
their fathers."

° Ralbag and Aben Ezra. Raahi, "as on a king des-

tined to hell."

" Jonathan. Others, literally, "his mouth," as (hough
his own breath were enough to destroy the wicked.

• Ralbag, "my limbs," the company forming the body.
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in hou.ses which none inhabited, which were
destined to be ruinous heaps.

29 (Yet) will he not remain rich, neither

will his wealth endure, nor will he attain

their perfection on earth.

30 He will never depart out of darkness

;

the flame shall dry up his shoots, and he will

depart by the breath of God's mouth.'^

31 Let him that goeth astray not trust in

vanity; for vanity will be what he obtaineth

tliereb3\

32 Even before his time will it be overfull,

and his branches will not be green.

33 He will shake oft" like the vine his un-

ripe grapes, and cast off like the olive his

blossoms.

34 For the assembly of hypocrites will re-

main desolate, and fire will consume the

tents of bribery.

35 They conceive trouble, and bring forth

wrong-doing, and their body prepareth de-

ceit.

CHAPTER XYI.

1 ^ Then answered Job, and said,

2 I have heard many things such as these;

troublesome comforters are ye all.

3 Shall there be any end to words of

wind? or what compelleth thee that thou
shouldest answer?

4 I also could w^ell speak as ye do : if your
soul were but in my soul's stead, I could

overwhelm you with word.s, and shake my
head at you.

5 But I would strengthen you with my
mouth, and the condolence of my lips should

restrain (your grief).

Though I were to speak, my pain is

not restrained; and though I .should forbear,

what goeth away from me?
7 But now he hath made me weary: thou

hast made desolate all m}' company."

8 And thou ha.st filled me with wrinkles,*^

they are my witnes.ses; and my leanness riscth

up for me, giveth its testimony to my face.

' Ralbag. Philippson and others refer the verses 7 to

10, not to God, but to Job's friends, chiefly Eliphaz; and

render: "But now he hath wearied me—thou hast de-

stroyed all my friendship, and bast pros.-ied me hard—he

became a witness, rose up against me with lies, he testi-

fied against me in my own presence; his wrath tcareth

me in pieces; ha I he perseeutcth me, he gnashelh his

teeth against me, my adversary looketh at me with fiery

looks," &e.



JOB XVI. XVII.

9 In his wrath he teareth me to pieces,

and assaileth me; he gnasheth over me with
his teetli ; my adversary sendeth threatening"

looks at me.
10 They now open wide against me their

mouth; reproachfully they smite my cheek;
altogether do tliey assemble against me.

11 God hath surrendered me to the unjust,

and cast me down into the hands of the

wicked.

12 I was at ease, but he hath crushed me;
he hath also grasped me by the neck, and
shaken me to pieces, and set me up unto
himself as a mark.

13 His archers encompass me round about,

he cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not

pity; he poureth out upon the gi'ound my gall.

14 He breaketh me down with breach

upon breach : he runneth against me like a

mighty man.
15 Sackcloth have I sewed upon my skin,

and my honi I roll in the dust.**

16 My face" gloweth from weeping, and
on my eyelids resteth the shadow of death

;

17 Not because any violence is in my
hands; and while my prayer is pure.

18 Earth! do thou not cover up my blood,

and let no place restrain'^ my ciy.

19 Even now, behold, my witness is in

heaven, and one that testifieth for me is on
high.

20 Are my friends my defenders? unto
God my eye poureth out (its tears).

21 And oh that a man might plead" with
God, as one son of earth Avith the other!

22 For when the numbered jears are

passed, then must I travel a path whence I

cannot return.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 My spirit is broken, my days are cut

short, the grave is ready for me.

* Lit. "he sharpcneth his eyes at nic."
'' Rashi, "Upon my cicatrized wound have I sewed

sackcloth, and de61od in the dust my splendour;" pp
being often, "ray of light." But horn is the emblem of
power here no less than elsewhere.

° Rashi, "is shrivelled."

^ Rashi, "let no place swallow up my cry, but let it

ascend to heaven." Philippson, "let no space limit my
cry." Lit. "let there be no place for," &c.

' Rashi and Ralbag. Philippson, "that he may plead

for a man before God, (;'. e. himself,) and judge the son

of earth for his friend." Arnheim, "that he may argue

2 Yet truly those that mock are with
me; and on their oflfendings must my eye
rest.

3 And thou, (Creator!) attend, I pray thee,

be my surety with thyself; who else is there

that would strike hands with me?
4 For thou hast concealed their heart

against intelligence: therefore art thou not
exalted (through them).''

5 Every one of them speaketh deceptively^

to his friends ; may also the eyes of his chil-

dren fail.

6 And he hath placed me here as a by-

word unto nations; and I become openly as

a place of abomination.''

7 Therefore is my eye dim from vexation,

and my limbs are all of them like a sha-

dow.

8 Upright men must be astoni.shed at this,

and the innocent must arouse himself against

the hypocrite.

9 Yet will the righteous hold firmly on to

his way ; and he that is clean of hands will

acquire additional strength.

10 But all of you, do only return, and
come but (to me) ; and yet I shall not find

among you one Avise man.
11 My days are past, my resolves are

broken off, even (the thoughts)—the pos-

sessions of my heart.

12 These would change the night into

day: the light as near' in the presence of
darkness.

13 When I hope for the nether world as

my house: in the darkness have I spread

my couch.

14 When I call to corruption, Thou art

my father; Thou art my mother, and my
sister, to the worms.

15 Ay, where is then my hoi)e? as for my
hope, who will see it (fulfilled) ?

16 Let then my limbs sink down to the

with a man who hath a contest with God, as one son of

earth with the other."
' Rashi. Aben Ezra, "thou wilt not exalt (them)."
« Rashi, &c. Philippson, "As my portion hath he as-

signed me friends." The difficulty is in the word pSnS
which is of uncertain derivation, being either "part," or

"flattery—smoothness of tongue."
^ Jonathan, the same as Thoprih, near Jerusalem,

where the idols were worshipped. So also Ahen Ezra,

"as the place of Thopeth before the children of men."
Others, "as one who is to be spit in the face."

' Rashi, "as newly come."
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nether world ; truly in the dust alone there

is rest for all."

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ][ Then answered Bildad the Shuchite,

and said,

2 When will ye at length put an end to

words? come to an understanding, and after-

ward let us speak.

3 For what cau.se are we counted as beasts,

reputed stupid in your eyes?

4 Thou, the one that teareth himself to

pieces in his anger—shall for thy sake the

earth be forsaken, and the rock"' be moved
away out of its place?

5 Ah, truly the light of the wicked will

be quenched, and the spark" of his fire shall

not give light.

6 The light becometh dark in his tent,

and his lamp will be quenched above him.

7 His powerful steps will be narrowed,

and his own counsel will cast him down.
8 For he is driven into the net by his own

feet, and he taketh his walk upon a snare.

9 The trap will seize him by the heel, and
the robber* will prevail over him.

10 The cord is hidden for him in the

ground, and a trap is for him on the pathway.
11 All around do terrors scare him, and

chase him as he walketh along."

12 His first-born' will- suffer hunger, and
calamity will be ready for his wife.^

13 It will devour the limbs of his body;

yea, the first-born"" of death will devour his

limbs.

14 Then will be plucked up out of his

tent his confidence, and (the evil) will urge

him forward to the king of terrors.

15 It will dwell in his tent, because it is

no more his; there will be strewed sulphur

on his habitation.

16 Beneath, his roots will be dried up, and
above will his boughs be cut away.

17 His remembrance vanisheth from the

Kashi. I'hilippson, "In the solitude of the grave all

descend, when we rest together in the dust." Arnheim,
"To the bars of the nether world they descend, wlicu we
go down to the dust altogether." The difficulty here is in

the word n3, which the first interprets as "limbs," the

other as "solitude," and the last as "bars."

eartii, and no name remainuth for him in the

streets.

18 Men will tin-ust him out from light

into darkness, and out of the world will they
drive him.

19 He will have neither son nor grand.son

among his people, nor any that escapeth in

his dwelUng-places.

20 Because of his (calamitous) day are

they that come after him astonished, and they
that went before are seized with shuddering.

21 Yea, such ai-e the dwellings of the un-

just, and this is the place of one that knew
not God.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 ^ Then answered Job, and said,

2 How long will ye grieve my soul, and
crush me with words?

3 These ten times have ye reproached me;
ye are not ashamed when ye show yourselves

as strangers to me."

4 Yea, if it be indeed that I have erred,

let my error remain with myself
5 13ut if indeed ye wish to magnify your-

selves above me, and to prove against me my
disgrace

:

G Then know for certain that God hath
bent me down, and hath laid his net all

around me.

7 Behold, I cry out concerning the vio-

lence (done me), but I am not answered: I

entreat aloud, but there is no justice.

8 My road hath he fenced up so that I

cannot pass out; and on nij' path he placeth

darkness.

9 My glory hath he stripped from me, and
removed the crown of my head.

10 He hath pulled me down on every

side, and I am going hence; and he hath

rooted up like a tree my hope.

11 lie hath also kindled against me his

wrath, and he countoth me with himself as

one of his adversaries.

" Lit. "at his feet."

' Jonathan; lit. "his strength."

"Jonathan. Lit. i-'^y "rib." Gen. i. 21. Others,
" His strength wasteth from hunger, and calamity is ready

at his side."
* A trusty servant of Jratfi, such as hunger, war, pcsti-

" Rashi, "the Creator be moved from his knowledge lenco.

and wont." " Others, "flame."
|

'Jonathan. Fiirst, "ye condemn me." Others, "yc
' The one who has laid the snare. I show yourselves insolent to me."
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12 Altogether come on his troops, and
make level against me their way, and en-

camp round about my tent.

13 My brothers hath he removed far from
me, and my acquaintance are entirely es-

tranged from me.
14 My near of kin have withdrawn, and

those befriended by me have forgotten me.
15 Ye that sojourn in my house, and my

maid-servants, regard me as a stranger: an
alien am I become in their eyes.

16 I call for my servant, but he will not

answer; though I were to entreat him with

my mouth.
17 My breath is become nauseous to my

wife, and my cai'esses to the children of my
own body.

18 Yea, children even despi.se me: I rise

up, but they speak against me.
19 All that have had my confidence abo-

minate me; and those whom I have loved

are turned against me.
20 To my skin and to my llesh my bones

do cleave, and I must sustain myself with
the gums" of my teeth.

21 Spare me, spare me, ye, my friends;

for the hand of God hath touched me.
22 Why will ye persecute me as God

(hath done), and will never be satisfied with
my flesh?

23 Oh who would but grant, tliat my words
might be written down ! oh who would grant

that they wei'e entered in a book

!

24 That they were hewn with an iron pen
and (blackened with)'' lead for eternity in the

hard rock!

25 And well I know that my redeemer
liveth, and that he will remain as the last after

the creatures'' of the dust (are passed away)

;

26 And after my skin is cut to pieces will

this'' be; and then freed from my body shall

I behold God;

* After Rarabam. Lit. "and I make my escape with

the skin of my teeth." The meaning is, that the teeth

having fallen out, he just contrives to chew enough with

the gums to sustain life.

" So doth llashi explain this verse. Philippson, "with
an iron style in lead."

' Rashi, taking li);? "the dust," as "those formed of

the dust." Philippson, "over my dust."
* After Jonathan. Rashi, however, "in my flesh shall

I see the judging God."
° Lciweuthal, taking '^7 "for me" as 'jIDIdS "for my

happiness
"

' After Philippson, it "a stranger" or "an enemy."

27 Whom I shall myself behold to my
happiness," and whom my eyes will see, and
not as a stranger,' (when even) my reins are

consumed within my bosom.

28 But if ye should say. How Avill we
pursue him, seeing the root^ of the matter is

Ibund in me!
29 Then have dread for yourselves of the

sword; for the wrath (which ye excite) is an
inicjuity that bringeth the sword ; in order

that ye may know there is one that judgeth
(in the world).

CHAPTER XX.

1 Ti
Then answered Zopliar the Na'ama-

thite, and said,

2 Even therefore do my inmost thoughts
give me an answer, and for this reason do I

feel a strong excitement within me.
3 Reproof which casteth shame on me

must 1 hear: yet out of my understanding
will the spirit give me an answer.

4 Dost thou know this? from the very be-

ginning of things, from the very time when
man was placed upon earth it was,

5 That the triumphal shouting of the

wicked is ever of but a recent date, and the

joy of the hypocrite endureth only for a mo-
ment.

6 Though his exaltation should mount up
to the heavens, and his head should reacli

unto the clouds

:

7 Yet when he but turneth round will he
vanish for ever; those who have seen him
will say, Where is he?

8 Like a dream will he lly away, and will

no more be found: yea, he will be cha.sed

awa}' like a vision of the night.

9 If an e3e have looked on him, it will

not do so again, and it will not behold him
any more in his place.

10 His children will suffer oppression**

Others render, "My own eyes shall see him, and no

stranger," /. e. he will not need to t-ikc the assertion of

another, as he himself will obtain correct and uncfiuivocal

knowledge of the Almighty.
* i. e. The cause of his suffering was his own conduct.

Rashi, however, "And if ye should say, Why should we
persecute him, and what is the root of the matter on

which he dependeth ? (you will never comprehend all

this happiness)."
'' Rashi, from I'si, "to crush, oppress." Aben Ezra,

"seek the favour of the poor," from nxi "to please,"

"to receive in favour;" here in the I'iel form, "to seek

for favour."
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from the poor, and his hands will have to

restore his (ill-gotten) wealth.

11 (Now) his bones are full of his youth-

ful vii^our;" but it will (suddenly) lie down
with him in the dust.

12 If tlie evil be sweet in his mouth, he
will conceal it under his tongue;

13 He will cherish it, and not forsake it;

and hold it back within his palate;

14 His food is thus changed within his

bowels, and becometh the venom of asps

Avithin him.

15 The wealth which he hath swallowed,

will he have to vomit up again : God will

drive it out of his belly.

16 The poison of asps will he have to

suck: the viper's tongue will slay him.

17 He shall not look with pleasure on
streams, on flowing brooks of honey and
cream.

18 He restoi'eth what he hath laboured for,

and will not swallow it down : however much
he may have obtained'' by toil, he will not

have any joy of it.

19 Because he oppressed and forsook the

poor ; because he took violently away a house,

he shall not rebuild it

;

20 Because he knew not quietness in his

bosom, shall he not escape through what is

the most jjrecious to him.

21 Nothing was spaced from his craving

to eat : therefore shall his wealth not pros-

per."

22 In the fulness of his abundance will

distress assail him : every hand of (tho.se he)

troubled will come against him.
2.3 In order to fill his belly, (God) will

send out'' against him the fury of his wrath,

and will rain it upon him for his eating.

24 If he flee from the iron weapon, the

brazen bow will strike him through.

20 He draweth it, and" it cometh out of

the body; yea, out of his gall the glittering

(arrow) cometh forth : over him come the ter-

rors (of death).

'Jonathan and Rashi. Aben Ezra, "his secret sins,

which will lie," &c. ; but the singular "it" of 23\t>ri must
refer to that possessed by VDiSi", i. e. the strength or

vigour.

' Raslii, " When that which he hath exchanged is great

wealth, then will he come to want, and have no joy of

it." n"Mon must be understood hero, " the exchange for

toil."
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2G Entire darkness is laid by for his trea-

sures; a fire not urged by blowing will con-

sume him ; it will destroy any one that is left

in his tent.

27 The heaven will lay open his iniquity;

and the earth will raise herself up against

him.

28 The product of his house will be ba-

nished, flowing away on the day of his

wrath.

29 This is the portion of a wicked man
from God, and his decreed heritage from
God.

CHAPTER XXL
1 ^ Then answered Job, and said,

2 Hear, hear my speech, and let this be
wherewith you give consolations.

3 Bear with me that I may indeed speak;

and after my speaking, then canst thou mock.
4 As for me,—is against man my com-

plaint? and if this be so, why should my
spirit not be impatient ?

5 Turn yourselves unto me, and be as-

tounded, and lay jour hand upon your
mouth.

6 Yea, when I think of it I am terrified,

and shuddering seizeth hold of my flesh.

7 AVherefore do the wicked live, become
old, 3-ea, grow strong in power?

8 Their seed is firmly established in their

presence with them, and their offspring are

before their eyes.

9 Their houses are at peace without any
dread, and no rod of God (cometh) over

them.

10 The bull of each one gendereth, and
disappointeth not ; the cow of each one calv-

eth, and casteth not her young.

11 They send forth their little ones like

a flock, and their children skip about with

joy-

12 They sing to the timbrel and harp, and
rejoice at the sound of the pipe.

13 They wear out their days in liappiness,

• Amheim. Rashi renders the first part of the verse,

" He left nothing of his food to divide among the poor."
' Rashi. Others, "When he is about—then will God,

&c.—while ho is eating."
' Arnheini, after Rashi, "He draweth (it) and it

cometh forth out of its .scabbard, (nu, not "kxly," but

"the scabbard of a sword;") and the glittering arrow

passcth out of its poison over him (with) terrors."
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and in a moment they go down to the nether

world.

14 And yet they say unto God, "De-
part from us; and the knowledge of thy

way.s we desire not.

15 What is the Almighty, that we should

serve him? and what profit shall we have,

if we entreat him urgently?"

16 Lo, not in their hand" doth their hap-

piness rest! The counsel of the wicked be

(still) far from me.

17 IIow often is the lamp of the wicked

quenched?'' and how often cometh over them
their calamity? and their lot distributeth

God in his anger?

18 Are the}' as straw before the wind, and

as chaff which the stonn stealeth away?"

19 Should Gcd lay up for his children his

wrong-doing? it were better that he reward

him, that he might know it himself

20 His own eyes ought to see his downfall,

and from the wrath of the Almighty ought

he to drink.

21 For what care* hath he for his house-

hold after him, when the number of his^

months is all apportioned to him?
22 Is this fitting God,' who teacheth know-

ledge? him who judgeth those that are high-

est?

23 That this one dieth in his full strength,

being wholly at ease and quiet;

24 His ves.sels being full of healthy fluid,

and the marrow of his bones being w-ell moist-

ened:

25 "While this other dieth with an embit-

tered soul, and hath never partaken of any
happiness ;^

26 (And yet) together they must lie down
in the dust, and the worms will cover them ?

27 Behold, I know your thoughts, and the

opinions Avhich ye wrongfully devise against

me.
28 For ye say. Where is the house of the

noble-minded? and where is the tent of the

dwelling-places of the wicked?

* RasLi, "Is not their happiness in their hand?"
'' Philippson conceives that Job quotes the assertions of

his friends, and shows their defects. (Sec xviii. 5, &c.

;

XX. 10, 28.)
" Others, affirmatively, "they are as straw," and so

also the end of verse 17.

^ Rashi. Lit. "desire."
' Philippson. Rashi, "Is one of you in God's place,

who will teach knowledge how this is ?"

5F

29 Have ye not asked the wayfarers?

surely their token ye cannot disregard,

30 That the bad man is reserved for the

day of calamity, (that the wicked) are car-

ried forward to the day of wrath.

31 (But) who will tell him to his face of

his way? and who will repay him what he

hath done?

32 Yet will he indeed be carried to the

grave, and men will quickly think of his

monument;
33 Sweet arc to him the clods of the val-

ley; and after him succeedeth every man, a.s

those that were before him are without num-
ber.

34 How then will ye comfort me with,

vanity? and of your answers there remain-

eth only deception.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 Tl Then answered Eliphaz the Thema-
nite, and said,

2 Can a man be serviceable^ unto God?
Truly the intelligent is serviceable unto him-

self

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty when
thou art righteous? or is it an^^ gain to him,

that thou makest thy ways perfect?

4 Is it out of fear of thee that he will re-

proach thee? or go with thee into judgment?

5 Is not thy evil great? and no end to thy

iniquities?

6 For thou hast taken a pledge from thy

brothers for nought, and stripped the naked

of their clothing.

7 Thou hast not given water to the weary

to drink, and from the hungrj^ thou hast with-

holden bread.

8 But as for the man of a strong arm, he

obtained"* the land ; and the highly honoured

could dwell therein.

9 Widows hast thou sent away empty, and

the arms of the fatherless have been broken.

10 Therefore are snares round about thee,

and sudden dread terrifieth thee.

' Lit. "hath not eaten of"
' Rashi would translate, "Can a man teach God, when

he, the intelligent, teacheth men knowledge?" or "Can
man labour for the benefit of God?" &o. n'Sj' is referred

by Rashi to "mankind;" others, to "himself," although

it is a plural form.
^ Rashi, " Shalt thou, because thou art of a strong arm,

obtain the land, and shall the highly honoured dwell

therein?"
841
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11 Or soest thou not the darkness? and

the abundance ol" w.ater which covereth thee?

12 Is not God in the height of heaven?
and beholding" the highest elevation of the

stars, however high they are?

13 But thou sayest, "What doth God
know? can he judge behind the darkness?

14 Thick clouds are a covering for him, so

that he will not see; and he walketh along

on the circle of heaven."

15 Wilt thou (thus) observe the path of

ancient times which the men of injustice

have trodden?

16 Who were crushed before their time,

w-hose foundation was flooded'' away like a

river

;

17 Who said unto God, "Depart from us;"

and what wrought the Almighty for them?
18 And yet it was he that fdled their

houses with good things; but the counsel of

the wicked be (still) far from me.
19 Tlie righteous will see it, and be glad;

and the innocent will laugh them to scorn.

20 "Is not he destroyed that rose up
against us, and liath not the fire consumed
what they had left?""=

21 Do but become acquainted with him,

and be at peace; thereby will happiness

come unto thee.

22 Do but accept instruction from his

mouth, and lay up his -saying in thy heart.

23 If thou return to the Almighty, thou
shalt be built up, so thou wilt but remove
far away fi'om thy tents wrong-doing.

24 And throw'' down in the dust precious

metal, and (the gold of) Ophir to the stones

of the brooks

:

25 Then will the Almighty be thy precious

metal, and brightly-shining silver unto thee.

26 For then wilt thou have in the Al-

mighty thy delight, and tliou canst lift up
unto God thy face.

27 Thou wilt make entreaty unto him,

* Rashi, as in x. 15. Others, "Look at the head of

the star.i, how high they are."
' Rashi, "over whcse foundation a river was poured

forth."

" After Arnhcira. llashi, however, uo'D "the high

estate;" D-irc "the excellence" of that generation.
* Liiwenthal and others, after Kalbag, 1X3 "as gold

ore." But Jonathan, "And place on the dust a strong

fortrcHs, and us the rocks of brooks the gold of Ophir:
then will the Almighty be to thee a strong fortress, and
more than .silver be the strength of thy exaltation."

and he will hear thee, and th}- vows wilt

thou pay.

28 And if thou decree a thing, it will be
fulfilled unto thee; and upon thy ways the

light will .shine.

29 For when men are brought low,'' thou

wilt say, Pride (hath done it) ; but those of

lowly eyes (God) will help.

30 He will even deliver him who is not

guiltless: and he will be' delivered by the

purity of thy hands.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 T[ Then answered Job, and said,

2 Even now is my complaint bitter: my
suflering is heavier than my groans.

3 Oh w'ho would grant that I knew where
I might find him! that I might attain to his

judgment throne!

4 I would put in order before him my cause,

and my mouth would I iill with arguments.

5 I should know the words which he
might answer me, and understand what he
might say unto me.

6 Would he with his power contend
against me; he would truly not lay such

doings to my charge.^

7 There would an upright one'' argue with
him; and I should be delivered for ever by
my judge.

8 But, lo, I go eastward—and he is not

there; and to the west—and I cannot per-

ceive him;
9 When he doth great things at the north,

I behold him not; he hideth himself in the

south—and I see him not.

10 But he' knoweth the way that I take:

were he to probe me, I should come forth as

gold.

11 On his steps my foot hath held fast, his

way have I kept, and swerved not.

12 From the connnandment of his lips

have I also not moved away ; as a fixed sta-

• Aben Eisra. Rashi, "When men are brought low,

thou canst say, they shall be lifted up, and it will be."
' Abcu Ezra supplies nns "thou wilt be delivered."

He also renders 'pj "n "the isle of the innocent."

•Rashi; meaning, "only justice, not false charges,

would he obtain from God." Aben Ezra, "No, ho

would have regard for nic." Ralbag, "he would put

(strength) in me."
' Rashi, " My righteousness would be clear before

him."
' Though God is unseen, he knows the deeds of man.
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tute" for me have I treasured up the sayings

of his mouth.
13 But he is unchangeably one,* and who

can turn him? and what his will desireth,

even that he dooth.

14 For he will bring to completion what
hath been destined for me; and like these

hath he many other things with him.

15 Therefore am I terrified at his pre-

sence : I will reflect, and be afraid of him.

16 Still God hath made timid my heart,

and the Almighty hath terrified me;
17 Because I was not destroyed before

this darkness, and because he hath not hid-

den from my face (this) gloom.

CHAPTER XXIV.

1 Why are not times (of punishment)

treasured up" by the Almighty, and why
do his adorers not see his days (of retribu-

tion) ?

2 (The wicked) remove landmarks; they

rob flocks, and feed them.**

3 They drive away the ass of the father-

less, they take in pledge the widow's ox.

4 They chase the needy out of the high-

way : altogether hide themselves the poor of

the earth.

5 Behold," as wild asses in the wilderness

go they forth to their work; rising betimes

after (their) prey; the desert yieldeth food

for them and for their young men.
6 In the field they i-eap their food;^ and in

the vineyard of the Avicked they gather the

fruit.

7 They cause (the poor) to spend the

night naked, without clothing and without

any covering in the cold.

8 Through the sweeping rain of the moun-

* Rashi, "more than my apportioned food have I,"jfcc.

^ Others, "He persevereth in one thing, and who can

gainsay him?"
' Lowenthal, Herxhcimer, and Philippson. Arnheim

and Eng. ver., "Why—since from the Almighty, destinies

are not hidden—do not those who know him see his days

(of punishment) ?"

''
i. c. They have no fear nor shame in exhibiting their

wrongfully obtained possessions.

' Rashi and others conceive versos 5 and 6 to represent

the robbers; Philippson, the state of the poor, who have

to seek for means to sustain life : he renders also verse 7,

"They (the poor) spend their nights," &c. Others,

again, imagine this and verse 8 also to refer to the rob-

bers, especially the Bedouins, who are often in the greatest

want, notwithstanding their dishonest mode of life. But

tains are they made wet, and for want of a

shelter do they embrace the rock.

9 The others pluck from the breast the

fatherless, and the garment- of the poor they

take in pledge.

10 They cause him*" to go naked without

clothing, and from the hungry they take

away the sheaf;

li Within their walls do they make oil,

they tread their winepresses, and suffer thirst.

12 Out of a populous city is groaning heard,

and the soul of the deadly wounded crieth

out
;
yet God regardeth it not as an offence.

13 Yon men are of those that rebel against

the light; they know not its ways, nor abide

in its paths.

14 With the earliest light riseth the mur-

derer, he slayeth the poor and needy, and in

the night he becometh like the thief.

15 And the eye of the adulterer watcheth

for the twilight, saying, No eye Avill see me

;

and placeth a covering on his face.

16 They break into houses in the dark, in

the daytime they lock themselves in:' they

know not the light.

17 For to all of these alike is the morning

as the shadow of death ; for they are familiar

with the terrors of the shadow of death.

18 Swift'' are such men (to fiee) on the

face of the water; accursed is their field on

the land; none of them turneth him.self to

the way of the vineyards.

19 Drought and heat speedily consume the

snow-waters: so doth the grave those who
have sinned.

20 The mother that bore such a one will

forget him; the worm will feed sweetly on

him; he will be no more remembered; and

like a tree will wickedness be broken.

we must then assume that, as early as Job, Arabia was in

the same condition it is now.
' Aben Ezra, iV^D, not "his food," lit. "fodder," but

lS '^3 "not his,"—"they hold harvest in a field not

theirs." ' Ralbag.

' Rashi and Aben Ezra. Arnheim, "These (the poor)

go about naked without clothes, and hungering do they

carry sheaves."
' Others,—"the houses which in the daytime they

had marked for themselves."
" Ralbag and Aben Ezra. Philippson, " Swift is he on

the face of the waters; if his portion be accursed on the

land, he turneth no more the way to the vineyards. In

the desert and in the heat they plunder, in the snow-wa-

ter of the deep they sin." Arnheim and Herxheimer

nearly so, with some variations.
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21 lie ill-troateth the barren that beareth

not; and to tlie widow he acteth not well.

22 But he" also draweth down the mighty
with his power: when he riseth up, no one
is sure of life.

23 To such (God) granteth to be in safety,

that he may find support; and His eyes are

upon their ways.

24 They are exalted ; in but a little while

they are no more; and they are brought down
low ; like all others are they gathered in, and
like the top of the ear of corn are they cut

off.*-

25 But if it be not so, who will prove me
a liar, and render as nought my word?

CHAPTER XXV.
1 T[ Then answered Bildad the Shuchite,

and said,

2 Dominion and dread are with him; he
maketh peace in his high places.

3 Can the number of his hosts be given?

and over whom riseth not his light?

4 How then can man be justified with
God ? or how can be pure one that is born of

woman ?

5 Behold, even as regardeth the moon,
that is not bright; jea, the stars are not
pure in his eyes.

6 How much less the mortal, the mere
worm? and the son of earth, the mere mag-
got?

CHAPTER XXVI.

1 ^ Then answered Job, and said,

2 What assistance hast thou given to the

powerless? (how) hast thou helped the arm
without strength?

3 How hast thou counselled the unwise?
and what sound wisdom hast thou made
known so plentifully?

4 To whom hast thou told words? and
whose spirit came from thee?

' Rashi supplies here also "God"—"God draweth
down these mighty ones to punishment : their day coni-

eth, and they trust not their life." But the whole of

this chapter is exceedingly difficult to render, as the

imagery is so rapid, and every one of the commentators
forms his own opinion.

'
i'. «'. The wicked die often without pain ; they sin and

depart hence like the good.
° When God surveys the world, the dead are again pre-

sent (born) under his view.
'' After Philippson; i. e. God expanded the essence of
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5 The departed are called into being" be-

neath the waters, and their inhabitants.

Naked is the nether world before him,
and there is no covering for the place of cor-

ruption.

7 He stretched out the north Qver empty
space; he suspended the earth on nothing;

8 He bound up the waters in his clouds;

and the cloud bursteth not under their

weight

;

9 He closed up the surface of his throne,

spreading over it his cloud

;

10 A fixed limit he compassed off over*

the face of the waters, for the division of the

light and darkness.

11 The pillars of heaven tremble greatly,

and are astounded at his rebuke.

12 By his power he split" in pieces the

sea, and by his understanding he crushed
(its) pride:

13 By his breath the heavens (acquired)

beauty; his hand hath created the flying ser-

pent.

14 Lo, these are ends of his ways; for how
slight a whisper is heard (by us) of him

!

but the thunder of his mighty deeds who can
understand?

CHAPTER XXVII.

1 ^ And Job continued taking up his par

rable, and said,

2 As God liveth, who hath removed justice

from me; and by the Almighty, who hath
embittered my soul

:

3 All the while my breath is in me, and
the spirit of God is in my nostrils,

4 iShall my lips not speak any wrong, nor

shall ni}' tongue utter deceit.

5 Far be it from me that I should justify

you : till I depart hence will I not allow (any

one) to take my integrity away from me.

6 I have laid last hold on my righteous-

ness, and I will not let it go : my heart shall

light over the deep. (Gen. i. 2, 3.) Kashi, "God drew

a circle over the water to last till light and darkness be

no more." Wolfson, "His law limitcth the water, and

fixcth the ends of light and darkness." Arnhcim, "He
drew a circle on the face of the water to the limit of light

and darkness." Aben Ezra explains, "to where light

and darkness arc separated."
" Ilashi, after whom Arnheim, referring to the creation.

But Philippson, "he stirrcth up the sea—breakcth the

storm—the heavens become clear—and the flying serpent

(constellation Ophiuchus) appearcth in the sky."
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not reproach me (for my conduct) during all

my* life.

7 Like the wicked is*" (therefore) my ene-

my, and he that riseth up against me like a

wrong-doer.

8 For Avhat is the hope of the hypocrite,

when" he hath gained unjust wealth, when
God casteth forth his soul?

9 Will God hear his cry, when distress

cometh upon him?
10 Or can he find delight in the Almighty?

can he call on God at all times?

Ill will instruct you concerning what is

in the hand of God : (the way) which is with

the Almighty will I not conceal.

12 Lo! ye yourselves have all beheld it;

why is it then that ye deal in such vanities?

13 This** is the portion of a wicked man
with God, and the portion of tyrants, which
they shall receive from the Almighty.

14 If his children be multiplied, it is only

for the sword ; and his offspring will not be

satisfied with bread.

lo Those of his that are left to escape

will be buried by death : and his widows will

not be able to Aveep.

16 Though he heap up silver as the dust,

and prepare garments (as plentifully) as the

clay

:

17 He may prepare, but the righteous will

clothe himself (therewith), and the silver the

innocent will divide.
j

18 He buildeth his house like the moth,
j

and like a hut that a keeper hath made. j

19 Rich will he lie down, but will not be

gathered (into the grave) :'' one openeth his

eyes, and he is no more.
j

20 Like a flood will terror overtake him, I

in the night a tempest will steal him away, i

• Rasbi. Others, "my heart shall not cast blame on
one of my days."

j

'' After Rasbi, who regards Ti' "be will be," as the
i

conseriuence of the preceding verse. So also Philippson

and Lowentbal; not "Let my enemy be."
" Jonathan. Philippson, " For what is the hope of the

ungodly? that God should cut off, that he should take

away bis soul."
^ Philippson considers verses 13 to 23 as containing a

recapitulation of the arguments of Job's friends, which be

bad already refuted, and called them hence "vanities."

Rasbi, however, views this passage as meaning: Job says,

"Ye have seen all I relate; why then will ye be hypo-

crites, in saying vain things of God?"
'Rasbi. Others, "He layeth himself down being

rich; but be will not be (so) buried; if be were to open

his eyes—it would be gone.'

21 The east wind will lift liim up, and he
must be gone; and it hurleth him like a

storm out of his place.

22 And (God)' will ca.st (evil) upon him,

without pity: out of his hand (his wealth)^

will surely escape.

2.3 Men will clap their hands over him,

and will hiss after him out of his place.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 For truly there is a source for the silver,

and a place for the gold which men refine.

2 Iron is taken out of the dust, and the

stone is melted into copper.

3 An end doth he set to darkness, and the

very utmost limit doth he search out, the

stones of darkness, and of the shadow of

death.

4 He breaketh a channeP far from the in-

habited place; those of unsteady foot.' the

poorest of men move (there about).

5 The earth, out of which cometh forth

bread, is under its surfiice turned up as it

were with fire.

6 Her stones are the place whence the

sapphire cometh; and golden dust is also

there

;

7 (On the) path which no bird of prey
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath
not surveyed;

8 (Which ravenous) beasts have never
trodden, over which the lion hath never

passed.

9 To the flinty rock he stretcheth forth

his" hand; he overturneth the mountains
from the root.

10 Amid rocks he lieweth out canals;

and every precious thing doth his eve be-

hold.

' Rashi. Philippson refers it to the storm.
^ Abcn Ezra. Rasbi, "his friend will flee far away."

Herxheimer, "He casteth away all that is on him, and
spareth not; he only desireth to flee from its power (of

the storm);" so also Philippson, the last clause of the

verse.

'' The simplest explanation of this difficult verse is to

assume, with Herxheimer and others, that it refers to

mining, where channels and galleries are broken, wherein

the most miserable of men, often slaves and criminals,

have to take out the ore at the peril of life.

' Lit. " who are forgotten by the foot ;" explained hy

Philippson as "those who from their confinement in

mines are unsteady in their walk."
' Rashi and Aben Ezra refer verses to 11 to God,

as having done so at the creation; but other couiniontu-

tors think they refer to man in his mining operations.
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11 The varioiLs droppings" of water he

uniteth into streams, and what is hidden he

bringeth forth to light.

12 ^[ But wisdom—where shall she be

found ? and where is the jilace of understand-

ing?

13 Man knoweth not her value; and she

is not to be found in the land of the liv-

ing-

14 The deep saith, Not in me is she : and
the sea saith, She is not with me.

15 No fine gold can be given in lieu of

her, and silver cannot be weighed out as her

price.

16 She cannot be valued with the gold of

Ophir, Avith the precious onyx, or the sap-

phire.

17 She cannot be estimated after gold and
glass; and not in exchange for her (can) ves-

sels of refined gold be taken.

18 Coral and cr3-stal will not be thought of;

and the value of wisdom is above pearls.

19 She cannot be estimated after the topaz

of Ethiopia, nor can she be valued with pure

CHAPTER XXIX.

20 ^ But wisdom—whence cometh she?

and where is the place of understanding?
21 Yea, she is hidden from the eyes of all

living, and from the fowls of the heavens is

she concealed.

22 Perdition and death say, With our ears

have we heard a report of her.

23 God (alone) understandeth her way,
and he knoweth her place;

24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth,

(whatever is) under the whole heaven doth
he see.

25 When he imparted weight mito the

wind; and the waters he established by
measure;

26 When he made a law for the rain, and
a way for the lightning of (his) thunders:

27 Then did he see her, and make her

known ; he established her, and also searched

her out.

28 And he said unto man. Behold, the

fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to

eschew evil is understanding.

1 ^ And Job continued to take up his pa-

rable, and said,

2 Who will give me back months like

those which are past, days like .those when
God guarded me;

3 When his lamp shone over my head,

when by his light I could walk in dark-

ness;

4 As I was in the days of my abundance,''

when the confidence" of God was upon my
tent;

5 When the Almighty was ^et with me,
when my servants stood round about me;

6 When I bathed my steps in cream, and
the rock poured out near me streamlets of

oil.

7 When I went out to the gate close by
the city, when in the open place I established

my seat:

8 Young men saw me, and hid themselves;

and the aged rose up, and remained stand-

ing;

9 Princes stopped in the midst of (their)

words, and laid their hand on their mouth;
10 The voice of nobles was arrested, and

their tongue cleaved to their palate.

11 For the ear that heard me called me
happy; and the eye that saw me bore witness

for me;
12 Because I delivered the poor that cried,

and the fatherless, yea, that had none to help

him.

13 The blessing of him that was ready to

perish'' came upon me ; and the heart of the

widow I caused to sing for joy.

14 I took righteousness as my garment,

and it clothed me: as a robe and a mitre was

justice unto me.

15 Eyes was I to the blind ; and feet to

the lame was I.

10 A father was I to the needy; and the

cause of him I knew not I used to investi-

gate.

17 And I broke the cutting-teeth of the

wrong-doer, and out of his teeth I cast down
his prey.

* Philippson; i. e. the various rills which issue forth in
i

' Lit. "secret," or "secret counsel." So Rashi, "When
the mine are united into largo canals, that the work may ' the pious of the prncration came to my tent to be fortified

go forward.
j

in God's law." Others, "friendship."
'Lit. "autumn," i'. i\ the season when all is ripe.

|
'Others, "that had to roam about," or "the unhap-

Othcrs, "youth."
Ii PV."
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18 And I said then, "In the midst of my
nest shall I depart lience, and like the sand"

shall I have many days.

19 My root will stand open for the water,

and the dew will lodge on my boughs.

20 My glory will ever be new with me,

and my bow will acquire fresh strength in

my hand."

21 Unto me men listened, and waited, and
watched in silence for my counsel.

22 After my words they made no reply;

and my speech dropped on them (like dew).

23 And the}' waited for me as for the rain;

and they opened wide their mouth as for the

latter rain.

24 I smiled on those that had lost their

confidence ;'' and the light of my countenance

they never cast down.
25 I chose" their way for them, and I sat

as chief, and dwelt as a king in his army, as

one that comforteth mourners.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 But now they who are younger than I

in years laugh at me, whose fathers I scorn-

ed to put as equals with the dogs of my
flock.

2 Yea, what possible use can the strength

of their hands be unto me, over whom old

age hath passed fruitless?

3 Who suffer of want and famine in soli-

tude; who flee** into the wilderness (where
all is) darkness, ruin, and desolation;

4 Who crop off mallows' by the bushes,

and have broom-bush roots as their bread

;

5 Who are driven forth from among (men),

who are shouted after as though they were
thieves,

G To dwell in the caverns' of the valleys,

in holes of the earth, and on naked cliffs.

7 Among the bushes they shriek; under
briers^ they are huddled together,

8 The children of the worthless, yea, the

' Rashi, after Talmud Sanhedrin, 108 b, Sin as the

name of a bird, "the phoenix;" so also Arnheim.
'' Lowenthal and Philippsdn, lytiX" ah "those who have

no confidence;" but Abcn Kzra, "When I smiled on

them, they would not believe it," &c.
" Philippson, "AVhen I chose to be among them, I sat

at the head."
'' Philippson, "who gnaw the growth of the desert,

which is long since desolate and waste."
* Arnheim and others, "salty herbs."
' Kashi. Aben Ezra, "in frightful valleys."

children of the nameless, who were outcasts

from the land.

9 But 1 am become their song, and I am
become a byword imto them.

10 They loathe mo, they keep them.selves

fiir from me, and from my face they withhold

not their spittle.

11 Because he hath loo.sened the cord of

my bow,'' and afflicted me, cast off they have
also the bridle before me.

12 Against my right hand rise up this

swarm of worthless youths ; they push away
my feet, and they level against me their cala-

mity-bringing paths.

13 They destroy my footpath, they help

forward my downfall, Avithout any one to aid

them.

14 As (through) a broad breach they come

:

amidst a loud noise they rolled themselves

along.

15 Terrors have turned their fiice against

me; they chase like the wind my glory, and
like a cloud is my happiness passed away.

16 And now my soul is poured out over

me; the days of affliction have seized on me;
17 All night it holloweth out my bones

out of my body; and my pursuers' take no
rest.

18 Through the Almighty's power'' is my
garment made unknown; like the opening

of my coat hath he enclo.sed' me.

19 He hath cast me into the mire, and I

am become like dust and ashes.

20 I cry aloud unto thee, but thou answer-

est me not: I stand up, and thou fixest thy

regard against me.
21 Thou art changed into a cruel master

toward me: with the strength of thy hand
thou assailest me.

22 Thou liftost me up to the wind ; thou

causest me to pass away, and dissolvest in me
all wiise counsel.""

23 For I know that thou wilt bring me

" Kashi, "nettles," and so rendered elsewhere; here,

however, evidently something higlier, which they could

hide among. " Rashi.

' Jonathan and Eashi, as in ver. 8. Ralbag. "my
pulses." Philippson and others, " those that gnaw at mo."

' Herxheimer and others refer na ai3 to God, who be-

comes the subject in ver. '20.

' «'. e. As tightly as the upper edge of the under-coat

fits round the neck, so hath God hemmed him in with

pain.
" Ralbag, taking n'syn in the sense it is found in I'ro-
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back to death, and to the liou.se of assembl}'

for all the living.

24 IJut doth not a man stretch out his

hand anionjr ruins? or doth one not cry out

thereof (for help) when he meeteth his down-
fall?''

25 Did not T weep for him that was hard

pressed by misfortune? was not my soul

grieved for the needy?
26 That I hoped for good, but there came

e\'il; and I waited for light, and there came
darkness!

27 My bowels heave, and rest not: the

days of affliction have overcome me.

28 I walk about mournfully Avithout sun-

light: when I rise up, in the assembly, I

cry Avith pain.

29 I am become a brother to (howling)

monsters, and a companion to ostriches.

30 My skin hangeth down black from me,

and my bones are burnt from heat.

31 And thu,s is changed to mourning my
harp, and my pipe to the sound of weeping.

CHAPTER XXXI.
1 A covenant had I made with my eyes;

hoAV then should I fix my look on a virgin?

2 And Avhat would then have been my
portion of God from above? and Avhat lot

of the Almighty from on high ?

3 Is not calamity (ready) for the unjust?

and misfortune for the Avrong-doers ?

4 Behold, he truly seeth my w\ays, and
numbereth all my steps;

5 (And knoweth) whether I have walked
with vain desires, or if my foot hath hastened

after deceit.

G Let him weigh me then in a righteous

balance, and let God acknowledge my integ-

rity.

7 If my step have turned aside from the

(proper) way, and my heart have walked
after my eyes, and if any blemish have

cleaved to my hands

:

8 Then let me sow, and let another eat;

and let what I have growing be rooted out.

verbs. Raslii, "thou dissolvest me by weakness." Phi-

lippsnn and Liiwentbal, as riNiBTi "amidst a loud noise,"

t. f. of the storm.
* Tiiiwontlial and Philippson. Jonathan, "But he

(God) will not lay violent band in wrath on men when
they pray to him in time of affliction." Herxheimer,

"But may he not stretch out his hand against ruius

;
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9 If m}^ heart have been beguiled toward
a Avoman, or if I have lain in wait at my
neighbour's door:

10 Then may my Avife hibour at the mill

for another, and may strangers ill-use her;

11 For this Avould be incest; yea, it Avould

be an iniquity (to be punished by) the judges;

12 For it Avould be a fire that consumeth
doAvn to the place of corruption, and Avould

root out all my products.

13 If eA'er I cast aside the justice due to

my man-servant and my maid-servant, Avhen

they contended Avith me:
14 What then could I do Avhen God should

rise up? and Avhen he should investigate,

Avhat could I ansAver him?
15 Did not he that made me make him

born of a Avonian? and did not the same one
fashion us in the Avomb?

16 If ever I denied the Avish of the poor,

or haA^e alloAved the eyes of the AvidoAv to fail

(in A'ain hopes)

;

17 Or if ever I ate my bread b}' myself
alone, and the tiitherless did not eat thereof;

18 (For from my Aouth he Avas brought

up Avith me, as though Ave Avere of one* father,

and I have guided her (as though she Ava.s

sprung) from my mother's Avomb;)

19 If ever I saAv any one perishing for

want of clothing, or the needy Avithout coA^er-

ing;

20 If his loins haA'e not blessed me, and if

he have not been Avarmed Avith the fleece of

my sheep;

21 If I have sAvung my hand against the

fatherless, because I saAV in the gate those

that Avould help me

:

22 Then may my shoulder fall from my
shoulder-blade, and my arm be broken from

the channel-bone

;

23 For dreaded by me Avas the calamitous

punishment of God, and against his highness

I can" accomplish nothing.

24 If I have made gold my confidence, or

have said to the fine gold. Thou art my trust

;

25 K ever I rejoiced because my Avealth

\

or do they (death and the grave) find help in their de-

struction?" Others, "He will not lay his hand on the

grave; surely in the downfall (of death) there is help for

all." The verse is very difficult and obscure.

" Wolfson; but Rashi, "this virtue raised mo like a

father," &c.
" Philippson, "could."
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was abundant, and Ijecause my hand had
gotten much

;

26 If ever I looked at the light (of the

sun) when he !<hone l)rightly, and on the

moon walking in splendour;

27 And my heart became misled in secret,

and my hand kissed my mouth:"
28 This also were an iniquity to be pu-

nished by the judge; for thus would I hiive

denied the God that is above.

29 If ever I rejoiced at the downfall of

him that hated me, or was elated when evil

befell him;

—

30 But I suffered not my mouth to sin by
denouncing with a curse his soul;

—

31 If the men of ni}' tent said not. Oh is

there one that is not satisfied of his flesh ;

—

32 In the street a stranger had not to

lodge; my doors I held open to the road-

side
;

33 If I covered up my transgressions like

a common man, by hiding in my bosom my
iniquity;

34 Because I dreaded the great multitude,

or because the contempt of families did ter-

rify me, so that I kept silence, and dared not

to go out of the door;*"

—

35 Oh who will bring me one that would
hear me! behold, here is my plea; may the

Almighty answer me ; and any record" which
m}' opponent may have written;

36 Surely upon ni}" shoulder would I carry

it ;'' I would bind it as a crown unto me.
37 The number of my steps would I tell

him; as (to) a prince would I go near unto

him.

—

38 If my land ever cried out because of

me, or if its furrows wept together;

39 If I ever consumed its strength with-

out payment, or caused the soul of its

owners" to grieve

:

40 Then may instead of wheat, thorns

come forth, and instead of barley, cockle.

(Here end the words of Job.)

CHAPTER XXXII.

1 ^ So had these three men abstained

from answering Job ; because he was rights

eous in his own eyes.

2 ^1 Thereupon was kindled the wrath of

Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the

family of Ram; against Job was his wrath
kindled, becau.se he had declared himself

more righteous than God.

3 And against his three friends was his

wrath kindled, becau.se they had found no
answer, and 3et had condemned Job.

4 Now Elihu had held back toward Job
(his) words, because the others were older in

days than he.

5 But when Elihu saw that there was no
answer in the mouth of these three men,
then his wrath was kindled.

6 ^ And Elihu the son of Barachel the

Buzite commenced, and said. Young am I

in days, and ye are very old; therefore I

hesitated and feared to show you what I

know.
7 I had said, Da^ys shall speak, and multi-

tude of years shall make wisdom known.
8 But it is the spirit in man, and the

breath of the Almighty which giveth them
understanding.''

9 Not those rich in years must be always
wise: neither do the aged constantly imder-

stand what is just.

10 Therefore do I say. Hearken to me; I

also will show forth what I know m3self.

11 Behold, I waited for your words; I

gave an attentive ear to your rea.sonings, till

you might have searched out the (proper)

words.

12 And now I undei'stand you fully, and,

behold, there is none that convinceth Job, or,

that answereth his sjjeeches among 3-ou.

13 Say then not, We have found wisdom:
God will thrust him down, not man.*

14 But he hath not directed any words

' i. e. Offering the slightest token of homage, by touch-

ing the mouth with the hand, as was probably the cus-

tom of idolaters of the Zabcan kind.

' The conclusion of the sentence is in verse 40.
° liJD docs not mean necessaril}' "book," but any con-

Dected writing. Thus, "let my opponent write," &c.

'' Rashi, and so Arnheira, "I would carry him (the

opponent) on my shoulder, I would bind crowns on him

for my sake."
60

" Rashi, "those who occupied it as tillers on half pro-

fit." Others render, "caused its owners to breathe

out their soul."

' Jonathan, " In truth the spirit of prophecy is in man,
and the word of God giveth them understanding."

" Wolfson, "the one who is no man." The text as

here given is simple, " God will convince him, not a man ;"

and this was the wisdom they had discovered, that God
would ultimately prove that Job had sinned.
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ii,L!,iiiiist me; and with your speeches will I

not answer him.

15 They are dismayed, they answer no

more: words have escaped away from them.

IG And should I wait (longer), because

they cannot speak, because they stand still

and answer no more?
17 I said, I also will surely answer my

part, I myself also will show forth what I

know

;

18 For I am full of words, the spirit in my
bosom urgeth me hard.

19 Behold, my bosom is like (fresh) wine

which hath not been opened; like new" bot-

tles it is ready to burst.

20 I will speak, that I may breathe freer:

I will open my lips and answer.

21 On no account will I show undue fii-

vour to any man, and to no son of earth will

I give ilattering titles.

22 For I know not to give tlattei'ing titles

;

(for else) my Maker would speedily carry

me away.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

1 Therefore do thou but hear, Job, my
speeches, and give ear to all my words.

2 Behold now, I have opened my mouth,

my tongue speaketh in my mouth.''

3 Out of my striiightforward heart (come)

my sayings; and my lips utter knowledge

clearly.

4 The spirit of God hath made me, and

the breath of the Almighty giveth me life.

5 If thou canst, answer me, array thyself

before me, stand forward.

6 Behold, I am in the same relation as

thyself toward God:'" I myself also am cut

out of the clay.

7 Behold, dread of me cannot terrify thee,

and my pressure"* will not be too heavy upon

thee.

8 But thou hast said before my ears, and

the sound of the words I still hear,

* I. e. Bottles containing new wine, the fornientation

of which bursts thcni.

" Ilcb. "palate."
° Aben Ezra. Kashi, '' I am here, as thou hnst asked,

in God's place, and for him do I speak his words."
^ Jonathan and Rashi. 'd:)N from r|3X "to force," "to

urge;" hence the noun, "that wliicli presscth hard"

—

"the burden." Aben Ezra, "my hand," like 'iJO with

paragogic K.
' Hasbi, "pretexts."

(«f>0

9 " I am pure without transgression, I am
quite clean; and there is no iniquity in me:

10 Yet, behold, he findeth hateful back-

sliding'' on me, he regardeth me as an enemy
unto him;

11 He putteth my feet in the stocks, he
watcheth all my paths."

12 Behold, in this thou art not just: I

Avill answer thee; for God is far greater than
man.

13 Why dost thou contend against him?
for with' all his words will he not give an
answer.

14 For God speaketh once, yea twice; (yet

man) regardeth it not.

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night;

when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slum-

bers upon the couch

:

16 Then doth he lay open the ear of men,
and sealeth it with their warning;'^

17 To remove the son of earth (from his

intended) deed, and to cover up pride from
man

;

18 To Avithhold his soul from the pit, and
his life from passing away liy the sword.

19 And so is he admonished by ])ain upon
his couch, and all his bones with violent

(aches) ."^

20 So that his inclination' abhorreth bi'ead,

and his soul, the most agreeable food.

21 His flesh is consumed away, that it

cannot be seen; and his bones that were not

seen stick out.

22 Yea, his soul draweth near unto the

pit, and his life to those that slay.

23 If there be now about him one single

angel, as defender, one out of a thousand, to

tell for man his uprightness :"

24 Then is he gracious unto him, and
saith. Release him Irom going down to the

pit, I have found an atonement.

25 His tlesh becometh full again as in

youth; he returneth to the days of his boy-

hood:

' i. e. Only partially he reveals his acts to man. Ilerx-

hcimer, "concerning." IjiJwcntlial, "that he giveth no

answer concerning all his doings,"

' Kashi, "He sealeth and bindeth them with sufferings

for tlieir iniquity."
'' Ralbag. Ka.shi, "all his bones that were so strong."

Lowenthal and others, "with violent contest in his limbs."

' Lit. "life;" here the appetite necessary to sustain life.

' Philippson. "If there come to him one angel as

interpreter—to tell man what is just for him.'"
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26 He will offer his entreaty unto God,
and he will receive him in favour, that he

may see his laee witli joy; so doth He re-

compense unto man his righteousness.

27 He then should assemble" men around,

and say, '• I had sinned, and perverted what
is right, yet have I not received a like i-eturn.'"'

28 Thus he redeemeth his" soul from pass-

ing into the pit, and his life will look joy-

ously on the light.

29 Lo, all these things doeth God two or

three times with man;
30 To bring back his soul from the pit,

that she may shine in the light of life.

31 Listen well, Job, hearken unto me:
keep silence, and I will truly speak.

32 If thou hast any words, answer me:
speak, for I wish to justify thee.

33 If not, hearken unto me : keep silence,

and I will teach thee wisdom.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 ^ And Elihu commenced, and said,

2 Hear, ye wise men, my words; and
ye that have knowledge, give ear unto me.

3 For the ear probeth words, as the palate

tasteth the food.*

4 Let us choose for ourselves what is just;

let us acknowledge between ourselves wdiat

is good.

5 For Job hath said, " I am righteous ; and
God hath taken away justice from me.

6 Should I lie concerning the justice due

me? incurable is (my wound from) the ar-

row I bear in me without any transgres-

sion."

7 What man is there like Job, who drink-

eth scorning like water,

8 And is on the road to keep company
with the wrong-doers, and to walk with men
of wickedness?

9 For he hath said, "It profiteth a man
nothing when he acteth according to the

pleasure of God."

10 Therefore ye men of sense hearken

° Rashi, from mic "a row." Lbwcnthal and others,

"be will sing aloud among men."
'' Rashi. Others, "which profited me nothing," as in

Esther vi. 13.

' So the Keii. Philippson and Liiwenthal, after the

Ketih, make this a continuation of verse 27, and render,

"he hath delivered my soul," &c.
" Lit. "to eat."

unto me: far is it from God to practise Avick-

edness; and from the Almighty to do wrong?
1

1

For the work of a mortal doth he recom-

pense unto him, and according to the path of

man doth he permit things to occur to him.
12 Yea, .surely (Jod will not condemn un-

justly, nor will the Almighty pervert justice.

13 Who hath given him a charge concern-

ing the earth? or who hath intrusted (him)*

the whole world?
14 If he were to set his heart upon man,

he would gather unto himself his spirit and
his breath;

15 All flesh would perish together, and
man would return again unto dust.

16 If then thou wishest to understand,

hear this; give ear to the sound of my
words.

17 Is it possible that he who hateth justice

should govern? or wilt thou condemn the

righteous might}^ One?
18 (Is it fit) to say*^ to a king. Thou art

worthless? and to princes. Ye are wicked?
19 Whereas he is one that showeth no far

vour to chieftains, and distinguisheth not the

rich before the poor; for all of them are the

work of his hands.

20 In a moment will they die, and in the

midst of the night, people are moved, and
pass away : and the mighty will be removed
without a human hand.

21 For his eyes are upon the ways of man,
and all his steps doth he see.

22 There is no darkness, nor shadow of

death, where the evil-doers can hide them-
selves.

23 For he need not direct*^ (his attention)

a long time upon man, that he should enter

into judgment before God.

24 He breaketh down mighty men without

(long) searching, and setteth others in their

stead.

25 For the reason that he knoweth their

deeds; therefore he overturneth them in the

night, and they are crushed.

" Aben Ezra, " who created the whole world ?" Lo-

wcnthal, " who w.itcheth," &c.
' Rashi, Jonathan, Aben Ezra, &c. Others, after the

Septuagint, "Who saith to a king, Thou art worthless,

and to princes. Ye are wicked?"
^ Rashi, "For he will not lay undue charges on man,

that he should have to enter into a trial before God." The
text here means, God's knowledge is always sure.

851
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26 Among wicked men" doth he strike

them, in the phice where (many) see them;

27 Because they have departed from follow-

ing him, and have not considered all his ways,

28 Bringing before him the cry of the poor,

and the cry of the afflicted which he had to

hear.

29 When he now grantetli rest, who will

condemn (him) ? and when he hideth his

face, who can behold him? whether it be

against a nation, or against one man, it is

the same

:

30 That no hypocritical man may reign,

that such shall not be a snare to the people.''

31 For truly it is only fitting to say unto

God, "I bear (cheerfully), I will not do any
wrong

;

32 What I cannot see myself, do thou truly

teach me; if I have done what is unjust, I

will do so no more."

33 Should he then according to thy view
send a recompense, because thou hast rejected

him? "Because thou must choose, and not

I?"" and what thou knowcst, do speak.

34 Men of sense will say unto me, and
every wise man who heareth me,

35 That Job hath not spoken with know-
ledge, and that his words are without intel-

ligence.

36 Oh that Job'? may therefore be probed

continually, in order to give answers against

sinful men."

37 For he addetli unto his sin transgres-

sion; among us he uttereth too many loud

words,^ and multiplieth his speeches against

God.

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 T[ Then commenced Elihu, and said,

* Rashi, "In their own place doth he strike the wick-

ed." Others, "because they are wicked." Others, "in

lieu of the (A e. as though they were) wicked." The
difficulty is in the word nnn, literally, "under."

' Lowenthal and Hcrxheinicr. Philippson, "That
there may not reign a hypocrite, one of those who mis-

lead the people." Arnhcim, gives the last part, "nor a

people be a snare."
" Arnheim, after Rashi, who refer "rejected" to Job's

words: " I despise it, I wish to live always." The words,

"thou must choose," are regarded as Eliliu's speaking

in the name of God. Philippson, "Behold, on thee too

will he accomplish it. For thou must reject it, thou

must accept it, not I; and what thou hast now discovered

as true, that do thou speak;" ('. e. he calls on Job to ac-

cept or reject his theory of the divine government.
852

2 Dost thou deem this to be just, that thou
hast said, "My righteousness is more than
God's?"

3 For thou sayest, "What benefit will it

be unto thee? Avhat more profit shall I have,
than if I had sinned ?"

4 I Avill truly reply unto thee with words,

and unto thy friends with thee.

5 Look unto the heavens, and see; and
gaze on the skies which are higher than thou.

6 If thou sin, what doest thou effect

against him? and if thy transgressions he

multiplied, what docst thou unto him?
7 If thou be righteous, what givest thou

him? or what doth he accept out of thy
hand?

8 A man like thyself thy wickedness may
reach; and a son of earth thy righteousness.

9 By reason of the multitude of oppres-

sions (the wicked) cause men to cry; they
complain aloud because of the arm of the

mighty.

10 But (man)° saith not. Where is God
my maker, who bestoweth joyful songs even
in the nijht;

11 Who teacheth us more than the beasts

of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the

fowls of the heavens?
12 There do they cry, but he answereth

not; because of the pride of evil men.
13 Only what is false*" will God not hear,

nor will the Almighty regard it.

14 Although thou sayest, thou canst not

see him : yet the decision is before him ; and
do thou wait for him.'

15 But now, because his anger hath pu-

nished nothing," shall he not greatly take

cognizance of the nuiltitude of sins?

IG But Job openeth wide his mouth for

* Jonathan, '3K from T\2H, " to desire," "it is my wish."

Others, from 3N, "father," "0 my heavenly Father!"
" Rashi. Aben Ezra, "because of his answer after the

manner of sinful men."
' Rashi and Abcn Ezra. Others, "he elappcth (his)

hands;" hence, Philippson, "he scorneth."

' i'. e. The sufferers cry, but think not on God. Rashi,

however, "The wicked saith not, &c. who cuttcth down
the evil in the night," referring to Amraphel, the

Egyptians and other sinners.
''

i. c. The crying of those spoken of in verse is deceit-

ful, they think not of God.
' Arnheim, "it," i. c. the decision.

' Lowenthal. Rashi, "And now know that his present

visitation on thee is nothing, and he hath not fully re-

garded the multitude (of thy sins)."
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nought; without knowledge he hcapeth up

words.

CHAPTER XXXVI.

1 T[ Then EUhu continued, and said,

2 Wait for me a little, and I will instruct
j

thee ; for (I have) still some words on God's

behalf. i

3 I will lift up my knowledge for him"
\

Avho is afar, and for m}' Maker will I obtain

righteousness.

4 For truly no falsehood is (in) my words

;

one that is upright in (his) opinions (dealeth

now) with thee.

5 Behold. God is mighty, and despiseth

not any; he is mighty in strength of intelli-,

gence.**
i

6 He permitteth not the wicked to live

;

but he procureth justice for the afflicted.

7 He withdraweth not his eyes from the

righteous; but (he placeth them) with kings"

on the throne; }-ea, he doth establish them
for ever, and they are exalted.

8 And if they be bound in fetters, and if

they be entangled'^ in the cords of affliction :

9 Then doth he tell them of their work,

!

and of their transgressions, when they had
become strong.

10 And he openeth thus their ear to cor-

rection; and saith that they should return

from wrong-doing.

11 If they hearken and serve (him)," they

will spend their days in happiness, and their

years in pleasures.

12 But if they hearken not, they will pass

away through the sword, and they will perish

in want of knowledge.
13 But the hypocrites in heart persevere'

in wrath ; they will not offer entreaty when
he bindeth them;

* God ; as in the end of the verse.

" Heb. "heart."
° Philippson, "And kings nn the throne, he letteth

them sit continually, and makcth them still higher." nsi

in this manner, not "with," but merclj' as the sign of

the objective case.

* Lit. "caught."
' Rashi. Others, "subject themselves."
' Rashi ; literally, "lay up anger," i. e. they utter their

blasphemy, as though they suffered wrong at the hands
of God.

' Lit. " their."

' Herxheimer. Philippson, "Also thee hath excited,

not distress, but abundance, there was nothing firm under

it; and what was set on thy table so full of fatness.

14 Their soul will die in youth, and their

life, among the incestuous.

15 He delivcreth the afflicted through his

affliction, and openeth through oppression

his^ ear.

IG And also thee hath he incited away
from the*" jaws of distress into a wide space,

on the site of which there is no straitness;

and what is set on thy table is full of fat-

ness.

17 But if thou art full of the judgment of

the wicked: (divine) judgment and decree

will support each other.

18 For there would be fury, if aught were
to incite thee to utter an abundance (of re-

bellious words);' and the greatness of the

infliction must not mislead thee.

19 Will he esteem thy riches?'' no, not

gold ore, nor all the highest forces of

strength.

20 Desire then not eagerly the night,

when nations pass away in their place.

21 Take heed, turn not thyself to wrong-
doing, so that thou Avouldest choose this

because of (thy) affliction.

22 Behold, God is exalted by his power:

who is an instructor like him?
23 Who hath given him a charge concern-

ing his way? or who hath ever said. Thou
hast acted unjustly?

24 Reflect, that thou shouldest magnify his

work, which (other) men have beheld.'

25 All men have looked at it (with as-

tonishment) ; the mortal gazeth at it from

afar.

26 Behold, God is great, and we compre-

hend him not, the numter of his ^ears can

truly not be searched out.

27 For he taketh away" drops of water:

which are purified into rain in his mist;

Therefore thou art full of the guilt of the wicked, and

decree and justice follow thereupon. But the fury—let

not this incite thee against the chastisement, (p3B?, not

abundance, but a blow with the hand,) and let the great-

ness of the atonement not mislead thee."

' Rashi; Herxheimer, "The abundance of the fury

must not," &c.
^ Arnheim, "Would this be equal to thy prayer? No

gold, and nothing gained through exertions." Herx-

heimer, " Should he ordain help for thee without distress,

and without any exertion of strength?"
' Liiwcnthal, "praise," or "sing."
" The vapours arise from the water on the surface of the

earth, and though the sea is salt and briny, the rain comes

down pure and sweet after being held in the atmosphere
as."?
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28 Those drop down out of the skies; they

distil upon the multitude of men.
29 But (what man) can understand the

outspreading.s of the clouds? the tumult of

his" tabernacle?

30 Behold, he spreadeth out over it his

light, and covereth up the roots'" of the sea.

31 For by means of them he judgeth nar

tious; he giveth food in superfluity.

32 (His) hands'" he covereth with light;

and he commandeth it to strike the one who
striveth against him.

33 The noise of his storm telleth of it, yea,

the cattle also, of the rising tempest.''

CHAPTER XXXVII.
1 At this also my heart trembleth, and is

moved upward out of its place.

2 Hear, hear, the rattling of his thunder,

and the storm's roar that goeth out of his

mouth.
3 Under the w^hole heavens he letteth it

loose, and his lightning over the ends of the

earth.

4 Behind it roareth the thunder; he thun-

dereth with his majestic voice; and he hold-

eth them not back when his voice is heard.

5 God thundereth with his marvellous

voice; he doth great things, Avhich we cannot

comprehend.
6 For to the snow he saith, Be thou on

the earth; likewise to the pouring rain, and
to the pouring rains of his strength.

7 He sealeth it on' the hand of every man

;

that all men whom he htjith made may
know it.

8 Then retire the beasts into (their) dens,

and rest in their lairs.

9 Out of (his) chamber cometh the whirl-

wind : and out of the north' the cold.

* Figurative for "the thunder," the noise (or "crash-

ing"— Herxheimcr) in God's tabernacle, the overhanging

sky.
" r. c. The bottom.
° Herxheimcr; meaning, God's hands are, so to say,

covered with his lightnings, and he hurls them against

those who rise up against him; i"J30 "who meetoth;"

or, as Lbwenthal, "who is to be met," or "struck."

Uiishi, in the light of "one who prayeth," and translates,

"The (violence of) hands covereth up the light (for, the

rain which is to enlighten, refresh the earth); but he or-

daincth it to come in answer to him who meetcth him with

prayer."
^ This verse is mainly given after Abcn Ezra.
" Jonathan. Aben Ezra, " It (the rain) keepeth all

8.>l

10 From the breathing of God ice i.s given

;

and the broad waters become .xolid.*^

11 Also with moisture*" he loadeth the

cloud; (and) he scattereth the cloud of his

lightning;

12 And it is turned round about by his

guidance, to execute what he commandeth
it upon the face of the world, the earth.

13 Whether it be as a chastising rod—if

this be destined for his earth—or for kind-

ness, doth he cause it come.

14 Give ear unto this, Job: stand still,

and consider well the wonders of God.

15 Dost thou know how God hath impo.sed

(a law) on them, and (how) he hath caused

the light of his cloud to shine?

16 Dost thou know aught about the ba-

lancings of the clouds, the wondrous works
of him who is perfect in knowledge ?

17 (Thou) Avho clothest thyself with

warm garments, when He giveth the earth

rest from the south wind?
18 Hast thou with him spread out the

skies, which are strong even as a molten
mirror?

19 Let us know what we shall say unto

him; we cannot set aught in order (before

him) because of darkness.

20 Can (all) be related of him, when I

speak (ever so much) ? or if a man talk

(of him) even till he be swallowed up (in

death)

?

21 Yet now men see not the light which
is bright in the skies, when the wind hath

passed along, and purified them,

22 The golden (light) that cometh out of

the north ; around God is terrible majesty.

23 The Almighty, whom we cannot find

out, excellent in power, and in justice, and
abounding in righteousness, will not afflict;

men within their houses." But it means here, that God
impresses this deeply on man, that all may recognise bis

power.
' Kalbag; but I'hilippson, in the sense this word is

found in the Mishnah, renders it with "bottles," as

though the cold were tied up in wine-skins, to be let

loose when needed.
' I'hilippson, pxn "hard like metal." Others, "strait-

ened."
''") "moisture," after one opinion cited by Aben

Ezra; another is to take *13 as "brightness:" "Also

when a bright sky chascth away the cloud," &c.
' I'hilippson; meaning, man, when the south (summer)

wind ceases to blow, must needs clothe himself warmly

;

so weak is he; aud he will know the ways of God?
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24 Therefore do men fear him :" he re-

specteth not any that are wise of heart.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
1 ^ Then did the Lord address Job out

of the storm-wind, and said, i

2 Who is this that casteth darkness (onj

my) counsel by words without knowledge?
.3 Do but gird up like a mighty man thy

loins; and I will ask thee, and do thou in-

form me.
4 Where wast thou when I laid the founda-

tions of the earth ? tell it, if thou hast*" any
understanding (of it).

5 Who fixed her measurements, if thou

knowest it? or who stretched the measuring-

line over her?

6 Upon what are her foundation-pillars

placed at rest?' or who laid her corner-stone;

7 When altogether sang the morning stars

in gladness, and shouted for joy all the sons

of God?
8 And who closed up with doors the sea,

when, issuing forth, it came out of the deep

bosom of the earth ?

9 When I made the clouds its garment,

and thick fog its swaddling-cloth,

10 And when I decreed for it my law,*

and set (for it) bars and doors,

11 And said, Thus far maj'est thou come,

but no fiirther; and here shall be stayed (thy

strength) ° in the pride of thy waves?
12 Didst thou ever, in all thy days,' com-

mand the morning; didst thou ever assign

the morning-dawn its place;

13 That it might la}' hold of the ends of

the earth, so that the wicked might be shaken
out therefrom?

14 She is changed as the sealing-clay ;" and
(all things) stand as though newly clad.""

15 And from the wicked is their light

withdrawn, and the high-raised arm is

broken.

16 Didst thou ever penetrate as far as the

' Arnheim, " Therefore fear ye him, mortals !" Phi-

lippson, "yet do not see Lim the wise in spirit."

" Heb. "knowest understauding."
° Lit. "made to sink."
* Jonathan. Rashi, "I have set for it broken-in shores

(to restrain it), und these are its law, which it cannot

pass."
" Aben Ezra.
' Arnbeim, "Hast thou commanded during all," &c.

' During the dark, nothing is prominent on earth; but

springs of the sea? or wander through the

bottom of the deep?
17 Were the gates of death ever laid open

unto thee? or canst thou see the doors of the

shadow of death ?

18 Ilast thou a clear understanding of the

breadth of the earth? Tell it, if thou know-
est it all.

19 Where is the way (to the spot where)

the light dwelleth? and the darkness—where
is its place,

20 That thou mightest take each to its

boundary, and that thou mightest mark the

pathways to its hou.se?

21 Thou (surely) knowest it ; becau.se thou

wast then born, and the number of thy days

is great!

22 Didst thou jver enter into the trea-

suries oi the snow? or canst thou see the

treasuries of the hail,

23 Which I have reserved for the time of

distress, for the day of fight and battle?

24 Where is .the way (to the spot where)

the light divideth itself, (where) the east

wind is scattered over the earth ?

25 Who hath divided off watercourses for

the overflowing rain, and a way for the

lightning (that is followed b}') thunders.

26 To bring rain on a land, void of men;
on a wilderness wherein no son of earth (is

found)

;

27 To satisfy waste and desolate lands;

and to promote the growth of the tender

grass ?

28 Hath the rain a father? or who hath

begotten the drops of the dew ?

29 Out of whose womb cometh forth the

ice? and the hoary frost of heaven—who
giveth birth to it?

30 (When) like a stone the waters are

congealed,' and the face of the deep is bound

in fetters?

31 Canst thou bind together the chains of

the Pleiades, or loosen the bands of Orion?

with the dawn of day, every thing appears in a new im-

pression, as the clay is changed by the impression of the

seal. Clay seals were appended to documents, as has

been exhibited in the late discoveries of Layard in the

ruins of Nineveh.
' Aben Ezra, who supplies "men." Philippson, "(the

wicked) hide themselves as with a garment."
' Heb. " hide themselves," i. e. to the eye the water is

hidden by being ice. Others, " (As with) a stone the

waters are hidden."
8S5
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32 Canst thou bring forth the constella-

tions of" the zodiac, each in its .leason? or

canst thou guide the Bear with its young?"
33 Knowest thou the laws of heaven? or

dost thou appoint its rule on the earth?

34 Canst thou lift up to the clouds thy
voice, that the abundance of waters mcay

cover thee?

35 Canst thou send out lightnings, that

they may go, and say unto thee, Here are we?
36 Who hath put wisdom in the dark

clouds?'' or who hath given understanding to

the bright meteors?

37 Who ordaineth" the skies with wisdom?
or who emptieth out the bottles of heaven,

38 When the dust is poured out as molten
metal, and the clods are made to cleave fast

together?

39 Dost thou hunt for the lioness her prey?
and suppliest thou the food for the young
lions,

40 When they are couched in their lairs,

rest in the thicket lying in wait?
41 Who provideth for the raven his provi-

sion? Avhen his young ones cry unto God,
and wander about for lack of food ?

CHAPTER XXXIX.
1 Knowest thou the time when the cha-

mois of the rock bring forth? or markest
thou when the hinds do calve?

2 Numberest thou the months of gestation

which they complete? and knowest thou the

time when they bring forth?

3 They bend themselves; they drop their

young ones; they throw off their pains.

4 Their littles ones become strong, they
grow up in the open field; they go forth, and
return not unto them.

5 Who sent out the wild ass free? or who
loosened the bonds of the forest-ass?

To whom I assigned the wilderness as his

house, and the salty land as his dwellings.

* This is said to signify the three stars called the tail

of the Bear.
'' Lowcnthal, taking nint3, rendered in Ps. li. 8 "in-

ward parts," for what is not distinctly seen ; so -oc (from

riDt? "to bcliokl,") what is readily seen, iicrc the brilliant

meteors. Jonathan renders, "Who hath put wisdom in

the reins, or who hath given understanding to the

heart?" Philippson, "images of light—images of the

air."

' Rushi. Others, "Who numbereth the clouds;" but

their numbering reiiuires organization, hence " ordaineth."
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7 lie laugheth at the noise of a city: and
the shoutings of the driver he heareth not.

8 What he espieth on the mountains is his

pasture, and after every green thing doth
he search.

9 Will the forest-ox** be willing to serve

thee, or will he stay over night at thy crib?

10 Canst thou bind the forest-ox (to la-

bour) with a rope in the furrow? or will he
harrow valleys, following after thee?

11 Wilt thou trust him, because his

strength is great? and wilt thou leave to

him thy labour?

12 Wilt thou confide in him, that he
should bring home thy seed, and gather it

into th}' threshing-tloor?

—

13 The wing of the ostrich moveth joy-

fully; hath she the pinions and plumage of

the careful stork?"

14 (No,) for she intrusteth her eggs to the

earth, and letteth them be hatched out on the

dust;

15 And she forgetteth that a foot may
crush them, or that the wild beast may stamp
them down.

16 He hath made her callous against her
young, as though they were not hers: her
labour is in vain, (but she feeleth) no dread;

17 Because God hath denied her wisdom,
and he hath not imi)arted to her understand-

ing.

18 At the time she raiseth herself up on
high, she laugheth at the horse and his rider.

19 Dost thou give the horse strength? dost

thou clothe his neck with the rolling mane?'
20 Canst thou make him jump like a lo-

cust? his majestic snort is terrible.

21 Men spy about in the valley, and he
rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth forth to

meet the armed array.^

22 He laugheth at fear, and is not di.sma}-

ed; and turnoth not back from before the

sword.

" Arnheim leaves D"i untranslated, "reera." Philipp-

son, "buflalo."
' Lbwenthal. Philippson, m'on, not as the name,

"stork," but a feminine adjective from Tsn, and renders,

"is therefore lovely her pinion and her plumage?"
Wolfson, "See how pleasant is the wing of the singing

birds, the flight and plumage of the stork; and there is

one that leavcth her eggs," &c.
' Lowcnthal and others. Rashi, noi't "terror," "shud-

dering;" so Philippson. Others, " thunder." Jonathan,

"power." • Heb. "armour."



JOB XXXIX. XL.

23 Over him rattle the quiver, the glitter-

ing spear and the lance.

24 With impatient noise and rage he hol-

loweth" (with his hoof) the ground, and keep-

eth not (juiot when the cornet's voice (is

heard).

25 Midst the sound of the cornet he utter-

eth his joyful neigh ;'' and from afar he per-

ceiveth" the battle, the loud call* of the cap-

tains, and the battle-crj.

—

26 Is it through thy understanding that

the hawk llieth along, and spreadeth out his

wings toward the south?

27 Or is it by thy order that the eagle doth

mount upward, and buildeth high up his

nest?

28 On a rock he dwelleth, and sjjendeth

his nights, on a rocky crag and mountain
fastness.

29 From there he espieth his food, from

afar can his eyes behold.

30 His young ones, also, sip up blood; and
where the slain lie, there is he.

CHAPTER XL.

1 Tl And the Lord addressed Job, and
said,

2 Will he that eontendeth with the Al-

mighty yet find fault? let him that reproveth

God answer this.

3 ^ Then answered Job the Lokd, and
said,

4 Behold, I am too vile; what shall I

answer thee? my hand do I place on my
mouth.

5 Once have I spoken ; but I will not an-

swer: yea, twice; but I will not repeat it

again.

G T[ Then answered the Lord unto Job
out of the storm-wind, and said,

7 Do but gird up like a mighty man thj^

loins: I will ask thee, and do thou inform
me.

8 Wilt thou indeed annul my decree? wilt

* Rashi. Others, " he drinketh in," he acts as though
he could drink in the land between him and the cneni)'.

" Lit. "he saith, Aha!"
° Lit. "smelleth."
" Lit. "thunder."
" This description is supposed to refer to the hippopo-

tamus, or the river-horse, which lives on vegetables.
' Philippson, "sinews."
' Lbwenthal and others. Ralbag, "are strong pieces

of steel." Aben Ezra, "are strong like brass."

C H

thou condemn me, in order that thou mayest
appear righteous?

9 But if thou hast an arm like God, or

if thou canst thunder loudly like him:
10 Then do deck thy.self with excellence

and greatness; and clothe th^-self in majesty

and glory.

11 Scatter abroad the ragings of thy

Avrath; and look on every proud one, and
humble him.

12 Look on every proud one, and bend
him low; and tread down the wicked in their

place.

13 Hide them in the dust altogether; bind

up their faces in concealment.

14 Then will I also myself praise thee,

when thy own right hand hath helped

thee.

15 Only behold Behemoth," which I made
near thee; grass he eateth like the ox.

10 Only see, (how great) is his strength in

his loins, and his force, in the muscles*^ of

his belly.

17 He stretcheth out his tail like a cedar:

the sinews of his loins are closely wrapped
together.

18 His bones ai"e like pipes" of brass; his

frame is like bars of iron.

19 He is the first in rank of the Avorks of

God: he that made him can alone bring'" his

sword near unto him.

20 But truly the mountains bear for him
his food, and all the beasts of the field play

there.'

21 Under shady trees he lieth down, in

the covert of the reeds, and swamp.
22 Shady trees cover him as his shadow;

willows of the brook encompa.ss him about.

23 Behold, a river sweepeth violently

along, but he hasteneth not away: he re-

maineth quiet, though a Jordan rusheth up
to his mouth.

24 Can one catch him before his eyes?

pierce his nose by means of snares ?''

—

Rashi. Others, "fumisheth him with his sword,"

1. e. the two long teeth, twcntj--six to thirty inches long,

iLoed to mow down the herbage and for formidable defence.

' Meaning, his great strength is not used to injure those

around him.
' Philippson, giving this verse an interrogative scn.se.

Herxheimer, "Yet do men catch him before his cya-,"

Sic. Aniheim, "With his ryes would lie sweep awny
who would attempt to pierce his nose with snares." Ra,«hi,

"God taketh him by looking at Lim."
8.i7



JOB XL. XLI.

25" Canst thou draw out the crocodile''

Avith a fishliook? or cause his tongue to sink

into the baited rope?

26 Canst thou put a reed" through his

nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn?

27 Will he address many supplications

unto thee? or will he speak submissively

unto thee?

28 AVill he make a covenant with thee?

that thou couldst take him as a servant for

ever?

29 Canst thou play with him as with a
bird? and tie him up for thy maidens?

30 Can companions waylay** him? can
they divide him among merchants?

31 Canst thou fill his skin with barbed
irons? and (pierce) with a fish-spear his head?

32 Lay thy hand upon him; think of the

battle; thou wilt never do it again.

CHAPTER XLI.

1 Behold, his expectation was deceived;

even at his mere sight is he cast down.
2 None is so daring that he would stir

him up; and who is there that will stand up
before me?

3 Who hath shown me favour," that I

should repay him? whatsoever is under the

whole heaven is mine.

—

4 I will not conceal (the account of) his

limbs, nor the relation of his might, nor the

grace of his proportion.*^

5 Who hath ever laid open the front of

his garment? or who can penetrate into his

double row of teeth ?

G Who hath opened the doors of his face?

all round about his teeth abideth terror.

7 What pride is there in (his) strong

shields; he is locked up as with a close seal.

* With this verse the English version commences chap,

xli.

^ Ilcb. Lifi/alJian, " Leviathan."
" Rashi conceives this to be a species of strong honk.
" Kashi. Benscv, "sell him as merchandise." Aben

Ezra, "make a banquet of hira."

* Philippson, "Who would assail me, that I should

have to repay him?"
' Kalbag. Ra.shi, Abcn Ezra, and others connect ver.

4 with '.i. Ra,shi Jfcidcrs, "I would not be silent to-

ward his children (fif the righteous) for thevj:;reat deeds

ho hath done and th« pleasant pr.iyws he hath offered."

Ilorxheimer renders the vcr.«e interrogatively, in accord-

ance with the Kiri, iS "to him," for kS "not:" "Shall
1 be .silent concerning, &c. and his pleasant worth ?"

" Ka.slii, "the waves even of sea or river are diminish-
858

8 One is joined to another; and no breath

can come between them.

9 They are fitted closely one to another:

they are interlocked, that they cannot be

severed.

10 From his sneezing there beameth forth

a light, and his eyes are like the eyelids of

the morning-dawn.
11 Out of his mouth issue burning torches,

sparks of fire escape (therefrom).

12 Out of his nostrils cometh forth .smoke,

as out of a seething-pot or caldron.

13 His breath kindleth coals, and a Ilame

cometh out of his mouth.
14 In his neck abideth strength, and be-

fore him danceth terror joyfull}'.

15 The fiakes of his llesh are fitted closely

together: they are as molten metal on him,

immovable.
16 His heart is firm like a stone; yea, as

firm as the nether millstone.

17 At his lifting himself up the mighty
are terrified : the waves also are lessened.^

18 If one overtake him with the sword, it

cannot hold: nor the spear, the dart,*" and
armour.

19 He esteemeth iron as straw, (and)

brass as rotten wood.
20 The child of the bow' cannot make

him flee : into stubble are slingstones changed
unto him.

21 Clubs are esteemed as stubble; and
he laugheth at the whirring of the lance.

22 Beneath him are sharp-pointed pot-

sherds,"* he .spreadeth out, as it were, a thresh-

ing-roller upon the mire.

23 He causeth the deep to boil like a pot

:

he rendereth the sea like an apothecary's

mixture.'

ed as he passes over them." Arnheim, "they arc made
dizzy because of the waves," j. c. the crocodile's course

marked by the ripple deprives them of courage. Philipj)-

son, "they are made dizzy because of the wounds they

expect." Luwenthal, "because they fail to inflict wounds
on him."

' Kashi, i'DD as an adjective, "the heavy spear and ar-

mour."
' Rashi, "the archer." Others, "the arrow."
' "Potsherds" means to express the scales which have

the rough pointed appearance of a potsherd; and when

he lies down in the mire, he leaves an impression as

though a pointed "threshing-roller" had been sprciid out

there. Ra.shi, " he spreadeth out shining scales upon," &c.

' i. e. Frothy. Philippson explains (as in Ezekicl xxiv.

10) a mixture where all the ingredients are stirred up to-



JOB XLI. XLII.

24 Behind him he causeth liis pathway to

shine; (so that) men esteem the deep to be

hoary.

25 There is none upon earth that ruleth

over him, who is made to be without
dread.

- 26 He looketh upon all that is higli : he is

the king over all the ravenous beasts.

CHAPTER XLII.

1 T[ Then answered Job unto the Lord,

and said,

2 I acknowledge that thou art able to do
every thuig, and that no deep plan of thine

can be restrained.

3 Who is he that dareth to conceal (thy)

counsel without knowledge? Truly I have
spoken of what I understood not; of things

too wonderful for me, which I knew not.

4 Oh do but hear (me), and I will indeed

speak: I will ask of thee, and do thou
inform me.

5 I had only heard of thee by the hearing
of the ear;* but now my eye hath seen

thee.

6 Therefore I reject (what I have said),*"

and repent, because I am dust and ashes.

7 ^ And it came to 2)ass, after the Lord
had spoken these words unto Job, that the

Lord said to Eliphaz the Themanite, My
wrath is kindled against thee, and against

thy two friends; because ye have not spoken
of me properly, like my servant Job.

8 And now take unto yourselves seven
bullocks and seven rams, and go to ray ser-

vant Job, and offer up a burnt-offering in your
behalf; and my servant Job shall pray for

you ; for him alone will I receive favourably,

so as not to deal with you after your folly;

getlier, here sand, mud, clay, all appearing as though
they were boiling.

* /. e. As report had represented God, not as he is, in-

scrutably wise, as he now hud revealed himself.
"• Aben Ezra, and so also the Massorah. Others, "I

repent in dust and ashes." Rashi, "I despise my life,

because ye haxe not spoken of me properly,

like my servant Job.

9 Then went Eliphaz the Themanite and
Bildad the Sliuchite and Zophar the Na'ama-
thite, and did in accordance with what the

Lord had spoken to them; and the Lord re-

ceived Job in favour.

10 And the Lord brought back the capti-

vity of Job, when he prayed in Ix'half of his

friends; and the Lord increased all that Job
had had twofold.

11 And then came unto him all his bro-

thers, and all his sisters, and all that had
been of his acquaintance before, and ate

bread with him in his house; and they con-

doled with him, and comforted him for all

the evil that the Lord had brought upon
him; and they gave him, every one, a kessi-

tah," and every one an earring of gold.

12 And the Lord Ijlessed the latter end of

Job more than his beginning; and he had
fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand
camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a
thousand she-asses.

13 He had also seven sons and three

daughters.

14 And he called the name of the first

Jemimah;'' and the name of the second, Ke-
ziah ; and the name of the third, Keren-hap-
puch.

15 And there were not found such hand-
some women as the daughters of Job in all

the land; and their father gave them an in-

heritance among their brothers.

16 And Job lived after this one hundred
and forty years; and he saw his sons, and
his son.s' sons, even four generations.

17 Then died Job, being old and full of

days.

and I would comfort myself if I were dwelling in the

grave to return to dust and ashes."
° A silver coin. (See Gen. sxxiii. 19.)
^ These names are explained, " Brightness of day,"

"The sweet-scented cassia," and "The painting-horn,"

used to ornament the eyes.
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THE SONG OF SOLOMON,
Dn't'H I'Du rh:r.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The song of songs, which is Solo-

mon's.

2 Oh that he might kiss me with the

kisses of his mouth; for thy caresses are

more pleasant than wine.

3 To the smell are thy fragrant oils plea-

sant, (like) precious oil poured forth is thy

name (famous aftir) j*" therefore do maidens

love thee.

4 Oh draw me, after thee will we run : the

king hath brought me into his chambers; we
will bo glad and rejoice in thee; we will recall

thy caresses, more (pleasant) than wine ; with-

out deceit' all love thee.

—

5 Black am I, yet comely, daughters of

Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the

curtains of Solomon.

G Look not so at me, because I am some-

what black, because the sun hath looked

fiercely at me: my mother's children were
angry with me; they appointed me to be

keeper of the vineyards; but my vineyard,

which is my own, have I not kept.

—

7 Tell me. thou whom my soul loveth,

where thou feedest? where lettest thou thy

flock rest at noon? for why should I appear

like a vailed mourner* by the Hocks of thy

companions?

—

8 If thou knowest this not, thou fairest

' This song, ascribed to the wise king of Israel, has al-

ways been regarded as an exposition of the love of God
for his people. It is represented under the image of a

country maiden, Shulammith, who is desirous of being

reunited to her friend to whom she is betrotiied, but from

whom now separated at the court of King Solomon. The
king, in addressing her, calls her "my beloved'' "n*in; her

betrothed calls her nSj "bride," or nhj Tinx "my sister

bride;" the chorus of court ladies, D'B'ja nzjTl "fairest of

women. " The poem consists of a number of conversations:

the speakers being readily distinguished, though not named.
(After llerxheimer's Introduction; yet there appears at

times some variation in the above modes of address.)
'' Rashi: "When sweet oil is sealed up in a flask, its

Bccnt is not diffused ; open it, and pour it into another

ve.'^scl, its scent is carried far."
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of women, go but forth in the footsteps of the

flock, and feed thy kids around the shepherds'

dwellings.

—

9 Unto the horse in Pharaoh's chariot do I

compare thee, my beloved.

10 Comely are thy cheeks between strings

(of pearls), th}' neck with rows (of jewels).

11 Chains of gold will we make for thee

with studs of silver.

—

12 While the king sitteth at his table, my
spikenard*" sendeth forth its (pleasant) smell.

13 A bundle of myrrh is my friend unto
me, that resteth on my bosom.

14 A copher-clustei^ is my friend unto me
in the vineyards of 'En-gedi.

—

15 Lo, thou art beautiful, my beloved; lo,

thou art beautiful; thy ejes are those of a

dove.

—

16 Lo, thou art beautiful, my friend, also

pleasant: also our couch is (made in the)

green (wood).

17 The beams of our house are cedar, and
our wainscoting^ of cjpress-trees.

CHAPTER IL

1 I am the rose*" of Sharon; the lily of

the valleys.

—

2 Like the lily among the thorns, so is my
beloved among the young maidens.

—

3 Like the apple-tree among the trees of

the forest, so is my friend among the young

"Rashi. Others, "the upright love thee." Sachs,

"with justice men love thee."

''Rashi. Others, " like a suspected person ;" but Phi-

lippson, referring to Jer. xliii. 12, where the shepherd is

represented as wrapping his cloak around him against the

storm, renders hero rro;', one who in wandering about has

put on a cloak as a protection against an unexpected storm.
" This is said to be an extract from the root of an In-

dian plant, Vdliriana Jatamaiisi.

' Suppcsed to be the Lairsuiiia alia, with many ever-

green leaves, and flowers of an agreeable scent which

hang in clusters.

• Aben Ezra, one opinion, "our water-troughs are of

marble."
" Arnheim, "narcissus." Sachs, "the lily of Sharon,

the rose of the valleys."



SOLOMON'S SONG II. III. IV.

men; under his shadow do I ardently wish

to sit, and his fruit is sweet to my palate.

4 He brought me to the banqueting-house,"

and his banner over me was love.

5 Strengthen me with flagons of wine,*" re-

fresh me with apples; for sick of love am I.

G Oh that his left hand might he under
my head, and that his right might embrace me.

7 I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem,

by the roes, and by the hinds of the field,

that ye awaken not, nor excite my love, till

it please (to come of itself)."

—

8 The voice of my friend! behold, there

he Cometh, leaping over the mountains, skip-

ping over the hills.

9 My friend is like a roe or the fawn of

the hinds : behold, there he standeth behind

our wall, looking in at the windows, seeing

through the lattice.

10 My friend commenced, and said unto

me. Rise thee up, my beloved, my fair one,

and come along.

11 For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is

over and gone its way.
12 The flowers are seen in the land; the

time of the (birds') singing is come, and the

voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land;

13 The fig-tree perfumeth its green figs,

and the vines with young grapes'* give forth

a (pleasant) smell. Ari.se thee, my beloved,

my fair one, and come along.

14 O my dove, who art in the clefts of the

rock, in the recesses of the cliffs, let me see

thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for

thy voice is sweet, and thy countenance is

comely.

—

15 Seize for us the foxes, the little foxes,

that injure the vinej-ards; for our vineyards

have young grapes.

16 M}' friend is mine, and I am hi.s—that

feedeth among the lilies.

17 Until the day become cool, and the

shadows flee away, turn about, my friend,

and be thou like the roe or the fawn of the

hinds upon the mountains of separation.

*
CHAPTER III.

1 T[ On my couch during the nights I

" Heb. "house of wine." A great entertainment is

called " wine-drinking," as it takes place on such occasions.

' Philippson, "cakes of raisins."

' Philippson.
'' Rashi. Aben Ezra, "vines in bloom," &e.

sought him whom my soul loveth : I sought

him, but I found him not.

2 Oh, I must rise now, and go al)Out in the

city, in the streets, and in the open places; I

will seek him whom my soul loveth : I sought
him, but I found him not.

3 Then found me the watchmen that

walked about the city. "Have ye seen him
whom ni}- soul loveth?"

4 Scarcel}' had I passed away from them,
when I found him whom my soul loveth : I

laid fast hold of him, and would not let him
go, until I had brought him into my mother's

house, and into the chamber of her that had
born me.

5 I adjure 30U, ye daughters of Jerusalem,

by the roes, and by the hinds of the field,

that ye awaken not, nor excite my love, till

it please (to come of it.self).

—

6 Who is this that cometh up from the

wilderness, like pillars of smoke, perfumed
with myrrh and frankincense, with all spicy

powders of the merchant?
7 Behold, it is the bed," which is Solo-

mon's; sixty valiant men are round about it,

of the valiant ones of Israel.

8 All of them are girded with the sword,

are expert in war; every one hath his sword
upon his thigh, because' of the terror in the

nights.

9 A palanquin did king Solomon make for

himself out of the wood of Lebanon.

10 The pillars thereof he made of silver,

its coverlid of gold, its seat of purple; its

inner part is arranged lovely,* by the daugh-
ters of Jerusalem.

11 Go forth, and look, ye daughters of

Zion, on king Solomon, with the crown whei'e-

with his mother hath crowned him on the

day of his espousals, and on the day of the

joy of his heart.

—

CHAPTER IV.

1 Behold, thou art beautiful, my beloved,

behold, thou art beautiful ; thy dovelike eyes

(look forth) from behind thy vail; thy hair

is like a flock of goats, that come quietly

down from mount Gil'ad.

• Others, "litter," "palanquin," in which the king was
carried, surrounded by his guards.

' Arnheini, "fearless," "without fear in the nights."

• Philippson, after Herder, taking njriK as an adverb,

i
not "love," but "lovely."
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SOLOMON'S SONG IV. V.

2 Thy teeth are like a flock of well-selected

sheep, which are come up from the washing;

all of which Ix'ar twins, and there is not one
among them that is deprived of her young.

3 Like a thread of scarlet are thy lips, and
thy mouth" is comely: like the half of a

pomegranate is the upper part of thy cheek
behind thy vail.

4 Thy neck is like the tower of Da-
vid built on terraces,'' a thousand shields

hang thereon, all the quivers of the mighty
men.

5 Thy two breasts are like two fawns,

the twins of the roe, that feed among the

lilies.

G Until the day become cool, and the sha-

dows flee away, will I get me to the moun-
tain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankin-

cense.

7 Thou art altogether beautiful, my be-

loved; and there is no blemish on thee.

—

8 Come with me from Lebanon, bride,

with me from Lebanon : look about from the

top of Amanah, from the top of Senir and
Chermon, from the lions' dens, from the

leopards' mountains.

Thou hast ravished my heart, my
sister, (my) bride; thou hast ravished my
heart with one of thy eyes, with one chain
of thy neck.

10 How beautiful are thy caresses, my
sister, (my) bride! how much more pleasant

are thy caresses than wine ! and the smell of

thy fragrant oils more than all spices.

1

1

Of sweet honey drop thy lips, bride

:

honey and milk are under thy tongue; and
the scent of thy garments is like the scent of

Lebanon.
12 A locked-up garden i.s my sister, (my)

bride; a locked-up spring, a sealed fountain.

13 Thy sprouts are an orchard of pome-
granates, with precious fruits, copher and
spikenard,

14 Spikenard and saffron ; calamus and
cinnamon, with all the trees of frankincense;

myrrh and aloes, with all the chief of spices;

15 A garden-spring, a well of living waters,

and flowing down from Lebanon.

—

10 Awake, north wind; and come thou,

south ; blow over my garden, that its spices

• Uashi, "thy speech;" but evidently here the means
by whicli speech is uttered, " the mouth."
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may flow out. Let m}- friend come into his

garden, and eat its precious fruits.

—

CHAPTER V.

1 I am come into my garden, mj^ sister,

(my) bride; I have plucked my myrrh with
ray spice; I have eaten my sugar-cane" with
my honey; I have drunk my wine with my
milk: eat, ye companions; drink, yea, drink
abundantly, ye friend.s.

—

2 I slept, but my heart was awake : (there

was) the voice of my beloved that knocked,
"Open for me, my sister, my beloved, my
dove, my guiltless one ; for my head is filled

with dew, and my locks with the drops of

the night."

3 I have put off my coat ; how shall I put

it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I

defile them?
4 My friend stretched forth his hand

through the opening, and my inmost parts

wei'e moved for him.

5 I rose up myself to open for my friend;

and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my
fingers with fluid myrrh, upon the handles

of the lock.

C I indeed opened for my beloved; but my
beloved had vanished, and was gone; my
soul had failed me while he was speaking; I

sought him, but I could not find him ; I called

him, but he answered me not.

7 Then found me the watchmen that

walked about the city; they smote me. they

wounded me : they took away my vail from

me, they that watched the walls.

8 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,

if ye find my beloved, what will ye tell him ?

that I am sick of love.

—

9 What is thy frii'ud more than another's

friend, thou fairest of women? what is thy

friend more than another's friend, that thus

thou adjurest us?

—

10 My friend is white and ruddy, distin-

guished among ten thousand.

11 His head is bright as the finest gold,

his locks are like waving foliage, and black

as a raven.

12 His eyes are like doves by streamlets

of waters, bathed in milk, well fitted in their

setting;.

" Fiirst.

armoury."
Rashi, "for ornament." Others, "as an

° Itasbi.



SOLOMON'S SONG, V. VI. VII.

13 His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as

turrets of sweet perfumes :* his lips like lilies,

dropping with fluid m\rrh.
14 His hands are like wheels of gold beset

with the chrvsolite : his body, an image made
of ivory overhiid with sapphires.

1-3 His legs are like pillars of marble, rest-

ing upon sockets of fine gold ; his countenance

is as Lebanon, excellent'' like the cedars.

IG His palate is full of sweets, and every

thing in him is agreeable. This is my friend,

and this is my beloved, daughters of Jeru-

salem.

—

CHAPTER VI.

1 Whither is thy friend gone, fairest of

women? w'hither hath thy friend turned him-

self? that w^e may seek him wath thee?

—

2 My beloved is gone down to his garden,

to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens,

and to gather lilies.

3 I am my friend's, and my friend is mine;

he that feedeth among the lilies.

—

4 Thou art beautiful, my beloved, like

Thirzah, comely like Jerusalem, terrible as

armies encamped round their banners.

5 Turn away thy eyes from me, for they

have excited me : thy hair is like a flock of

goats that come quietly down from mount
Gil'ad.

C Thy teeth are like a flock of ewes which

are come up from the Avashing, all of which

bear twins, and there is not one among them
that is deprived of her young.

7 Like the half of the pomegranate is the

upper part of thy cheek behind thy vail.

8 Sixty are the queens, and eighty the

concubines, and the 3'oung women without

number;
1) But one alone is my dove, my guiltless

one ; she is the only one of her motlier, she

is the chosen of her that bore her; maidens

see her, and call her happy; yea, queens and
concubines, and praise her.

* Lit. "mixtures of spices." Herxlieimer, "towers of

spices." •" Others, "a growth like cedar-trees."

' Aben Ezra, "fruits."
'' Philippson comments, " Before I was aware, the feel-

ing awakened within me made me like the chariots

violently urged forward." (See also 2 Kings ii. 12,

"Israel's chariot," applied to Elijah.) Arnheim, "My
desire placed me among the chariots of my noble peo-

ple :" this version would take these words as spoken by

the maiden ; in our text, as those of the king.

10 Who is this that shineth forth like the

morning-dawn, beautiful as the moon, bright

as the sun, terrible as armies encamped round

their banners?

11 Into the nut^garden was I gone down,

to look about among the plants'^ of the valley,

to see whether the vine had blossomed, whe-

ther the pomegranates had budded.

12 1 knew not (how it was),'' my soul made
me (like) the chariots of my noble people.

CHAPTER VII."

1 Return, return, Shulammith; return,

return, that we may look upon thee. "What
will 30 see in the Shulammith?" As though

it were the dance of a double company.'
2 How beautiful are thy steps in sandals,

O prince's daughter! the roundings of thy

thighs are like jewelled ornaments, the work
of the hands of the artificer.

3 Thy navel is like a round goblet which
lacketh not the mixed wine : thy body is like

a heap of wheat fenced about with lilies.

4 Thy two breasts are like two fawns, the

twins of the roe.

5 Thy neck is like a tower of ivory; thy

eyes like the pools in Cheshbon, by the gate

of Bath-rabbim : thy nose is like the tower of

Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus.

6 Thy head upon thee is like Carmel, and
the hair of thy head like purple; a king is

held bound in the tresses.^

7 How beautiful and how pleasant art

thou, O love, in thy attractions!

8 This thy stature is like a palm-tree, and
thy breasts are like clusters of grapes.

9 I thought, I wish to climb up the palm-

tree, I wish to take hold of its boughs; and,

oh, that thy breasts might be like clusters of

the vine, and the smell of thy nose like ai>

pies;

10 And thy palate like the best wine, that

glideth down for my friend gently, exciting^

the lips of those that are asleep.

—

' In the English version, chap. vii. commences at vcr. 2.

' Zunz. Philippson explains, the desire is to see her

walk, which is as graceful as the steps taken in a dance

where two rows of expert dancers exercise their skill.

' Rashi. Aben Ezra, " wafcr-troughs," which is ex-

plained by Arnheim, "even a king would be held en-

tranced by such charms at the water-troughs of the shep-

herds."
' Rashi. Aben Ezra, "causing to speak." Philipp-

son, "moistening."
8C8



RUTH 1.

Ill am my friend's, and toward me is his

desire.

12 Come, my friend, let us go forth into

the field; let us spend the night in the vil-

lages;

13 Let us get up early to the vineyards;

let us see if the vine have blossomed, wlaether

the young grape have opened (to the view),

whether the pomegranates have budded : there

will I give my caresses unto thee.

14 The mandrakes give forth (their) smell,

and at our doors are all manner of precious

fruits, new and also old; my friend, these

have I laid up for thee.

CHAPTER Vni.

1 Oh that some one would make thee as

my brother that hath sucked my mother's

breasts! should I then find thee without, I

would kiss thee; and yet, people would not

despise me.
2 I would lead thee, I would bring thee

into my mother's house, thou shouldst teach

me;' I would cause thee to drink of spiced

wine, of the sweet juice of my pomegranate.

3 Oh that his left hand might be under
my head, and that his right hand might be

to embrace me.
4 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem,

why will ye awaken, and why will ye excite

my love, until it please (to come of itself) ?

—

5 Who is this that cometh up from the

wilderness, leaning upon her friend?—Under
the apple-tx'ee have I waked thee up; there

thy mother brought thee forth ; there brought
thee forth she that bore thee.

6 Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a
seal upon thy arm; for strong as death is

love; violent like the nether world is jeal-

ousy; its heat is the heat of fire,, a fiame of

Cod.

7 Many waters are not able to quench
love, nor can the rivers flood it away : if a
man were to give all the wealth of his house
for love, men would utterly despise him.

8 We have a little sister, and she hath yet

no breasts : what shall we do for our sister on
the day when she shall be spoken for?

9 If she be a wall, we will build upon her

a palace of silver: and if she be a door, we
will enclose her with boards of cedar.

—

10 I am a wall, and my breasts are like

towers: then was I in his eyes as one that

found favour.*"

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Ba'al-ha-

mon; he had given up the vineyard unto

the keepers; every one was to bring for its

fruit a thousand pieces of silver.

12 My vineyard, which was mine, was be-

fore me : thine, Solomon, be the thousand,

and let two hundred be for those that keep

its fruit.

—

13 "Thou that dwellest in the gardens,

the companions listen for thy voice: oh let

me hear it."

14 Flee' away, my friend, and be thou like

the roe, or the fawn of the hinds, upon the

mountains of spices.

THE BOOK OF RUTH,
nn nh:D.

CHAPTER I.

1 Tj And it came to pass in the days when
the judges judged, that there was a famine in

the land; and there went a certain man of

' Others, after Aben Ezra, making 'jnaSn the third

feminine, " who would teach me." Amheim, " where she

tcachetb me."
864

Beth-lechem-judah to sojourn in the fields of

MoJib, he, and his wife, and his two sons.

2 And the name of the man was Elime-

lech, and the name of his wife Na'omi,'' and

the name of his two sons Machlon and Chi-

^ Heb. "peace."
° She sings, with some variation, the words of ii. 17.

'' Amheim and others spell the name, Xo'omi.



RUTH I. II.

lion, Ephrathites of Beth-lechem-judah. And
they came into the fields of Moab, and re-

mained there.

3 Thereupon died Elimelech Naomi's hus-

band; and she was left, with her two .sons.

4 And the}' took themselves wives of the

women of Molib; the name of one was 'Or-

pah, and the name of the other Ruth: and

they dwelt there about ten years.

5 And then died also both of these, Mach-

lon and Chilion; and the woman was left

(deprived) of her two children and her hus-

band.

6 Then did she arise with her daughters-

in-law, and returned homeward from the

fields of Moilb; for she had heard in the fields

of Moilb that the Lord had thought of his

people in giving them bread.

7 Therefore she went forth out of the

place where she had been, and her two
daughters-in-law (were) with her; and they

went on their way to return unto the land

of Judah.
8 Then said Naomi unto her two daugh-

ters-in-law. Go, return each one to her mo-

ther's house : may the Lord deal kindly with

you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with

me.
9 May the Lord grant unto you that ye

may find rest, each one in the house of her

husband. Then she kissed them; and they

lifted up their voice, and wept.

10 And they said unto her, (No,) for truly

we will return with thee unto thy people.

11 Then said Naomi, Return back, ray

daughters; why will ye go with me? are

there yet any more sons in my womb, that

they may become ^our husbands?

12 Return back, my daughters, go; for I

am too old to become (the wife) of any man

;

yea, if I were even to think I have hope;

should I even obtain this night a husband,

and should also bear sons:

13 Would ye wait in hopes for them till

they were grown ? would ye debar yourselves

for them so as not to become the wives of

any man? not so, my daughters; for I feel

much more bitter pain than" you; because

the hand of the Lord is gone out against me.

14 And they lifted up their voice and wept

* Others, " I feel a very bitter grief for your sake."

Arnheim, "without you."
51

a long time; and 'Orpah kissed her mother-

in-law; but Ruth cleaved unto her.

15 And she said. Behold, thy sister-in-law

is returned back unto her people, and unto

her gods : return thou after thy sister-in-law.

16 But Ruth said. Urge me not to leave

thee, to return from following thee ; for whi-

ther thou goest, will I go; and where thou

lodgest, will I lodge; thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God

:

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there

will I be buried; may the Lord do .so to me,

and may he so continue, if aught but death

shall part me from thee.

18 When she thus saw that she was per-

sisting to go with her, she left off speaking

unto her.

19 So these two went until they came to

Beth-lechem. And it came to pass, when
they entered Beth-lechem, that all the city

was in a commotion about them, and people

said. Is this Na'omi?

20 And she said unto them. Call me not

Na'omi," call me Mara; for the Almighty

hath dealt very bitterly with me.

21 I went out full, but empty hath the

Lord brought me home again : why then will

ye call me Na'omi, seeing the Lord hath tes-

tified' against me, and the Almighty hath

sent me affliction?

22 So did Na'omi return, and Ruth the

Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her,

who had returned out of the fields of Motib;

and they came to Beth-lechem at the begin-

ning of the barley-harvest.

CHAPTER IL

1 And Na'omi had a kinsman of her hus-

band's, a mighty, valiant man, of the family

of Elimelech, whose name was Bo'az.

2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto

Na'omi, Let me go, I pray thee, into the

field, and glean ears of corn after him in

whose eyes I shall find grace. And she said

unto her, Go, my daughter.

3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in

the field after the reapers; and the accident

happened to her, that it was a part of the

field belonging unto Bo'az, who was of the

family of Elimelech.

' JVa'om I, "pleasant;" i/aro, "bitter."

° Rashi; i. e. showu his displeasure by his dispensation.

865



RUTH II. III.

4 And, behold, Bo'az came from Beth-

lechem, and said he unto the reapers, The
Lord be with you. And they said unto him,

May the Lord bless thee.

5 Then said Bo'az unto his young man
that was appointed over the reapers, Whose
maiden is this?

6 And the young man that was appointed

over the reapers answered and said. It is

a Moabitish maiden that is returned %vith

Na'omi out of the fields of Moiib;

7 And she said. Let me glean, I pray you,

and gather among the sheaves after the

reapers: so she came, and hath remained
even from the morning until now; it is but

a little while that she hath sat down in the

house.

8 Then said Bo'az unto Euth, Hearest

thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in

another field, neither go away from this; but

keep close company with my own maidens.

9 Let thy eyes be on the field which they

may reap, and go thou after them; behold, I

have charged the young men that they shall

not touch thee; and when thou art thirsty,

go unto the vessels, and drink of that which
the young men may draw.

10 Thereupon she fell on her fiice, and
bowed herself to the ground, and said unto
him. Why have I found grace in thy eyes,

that thou shouldst take cognizance of me,
seeing I am but a stranger?

11 But Bo'az answered and said unto her,

It hath fully been told me, all that thou hast

done unto thy mother-in-law after the death

of thy husband; and how thou hast forsaken

thy father and thy mother, and the land of

thy birth, and art come unto a peoiDle which
thou knewest not yesterday or the day be-

fore.

12 May the Lord recompense thy work,
and may thy reward be complete from the

Lord the God of Israel, under whose wings
thou art come to seek shelter.

13 Then said she, Let me find grace in

thy eyes, my lord; for thou hast comforted

me, and becau.se thou hast spoken (kindly)

unto the heart of thy handmaid, though I be

not like one of thy handmaids.
14 And Bo'az said unto her. At mealtime

• Philippson, "because he (Bo'az) bath not withdrawn
his kindness."

'' Lit. "one of our redeemers," i'. e. whose business it

86C

come near hither, and eat of the bread, and
dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she
seated herself beside the reapers; and he
reached her parched com, and she ate, and
was satisfied, and had some left.

15 Then did she ari.se to glean; and Bo'az

commanded his young men, sa3ing. Even be-

tween the .sheaves let her glean, and do not
cause her to feel any shame;

16 And ye shall also draw out some for

her from the bundles on purpose, and leave

it, that she may glean it; and ye shall not

rebuke her.

17 So she gleaned in the field until the

evening; and when she beat out what she

had gleaned, it was about an ephah of barley.

18 And she took it up, and she went into

the city; and her mother-in-law saw what
she had gleaned; and she bi'ought forth, and
gave to her what she had left over after she

was satisfied.

19 And her mother-in-law said unto her,

Where hast thou gleaned to-day? and Avhere

hast thou wrought? may he that took cogni-

sance of thee be blessed. And she told her

mother-in-law with whom she had wrought,

and said, The name of the man with whom I

wrought to-day is Bo'az.

20 Then said Na'omi unto her daughter-

in-law, Blessed be he unto the Lord, who*
hath not withheld his kindness from the liv-

ing and from the dead. And Na'omi said

unto her, The man is nearly related unto us,

he is one of our next kinsmen.''

21 And Ruth the Moiibitess said, He hath

also said unto me. Thou shalt keep close

company with my young men, imtil they

have ended all my harvest.

22 Then said Na'omi unto Ruth her daugh-

ter-in-law. It is good, ni}' daughter, that thou

go out with his maidens, and that men may
nof meet with thee in any other field.

2.3 So she kept close company with the

maidens of Bo'az in gleaning until the end of

the barley-harvest and of the wheat-harvest;

and she dwelt with her mother-in-law.

CHAPTER III.

1 Then said Na'omi her mother-in-law

unto her, My daughter, behold I will seek

is to redeem the property sold by a kinsman. (See Lev.

XXV. 25.)
° Arnheim, " treat thee ill."



RUTH III. IV.

for thee a resting-place, where it may be well

with thee.

2 And now, behold, Bo'az is our kinsman,

he with whose maidens thou hast been. Lo,

he is winnowing the barley to-night in the

threshing-floor.

3 Therefore bathe, and anoint thyself, and

put thy garments upon thee, and go down to

the threshing-floor; (but) make thyself not

known unto the man, until he shall have

finished eating and drinking.

4 And it shall be, when he lieth down,

that thou shalt note the place where he will

lie, and thou shalt then go in, and lift up the

covering that is on his feet, and lay thyself

down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt

do.

5 And she said unto her, All that thou

sayest unto me will I do.

6 And she went down unto the threshing-

floor, and did in accordance with all that her

mother-in-law had commanded her.

7 And Bo'az ate and drank, and his heart

became merry; and he then went in to lie

down at the end of the heap of corn; and

she came in softly, and lifted the covering

that Avas on his feet, and laid herself down.

8 And it came to pass at midnight, that

the man became terrified, and bent himself

forward; and, behold, a woman was lying at

his feet.

9 And he said. Who art thou? And she

answered, I am Ruth thy handmaid; spread

therefore thy skirt over thy handmaid; for

thou art a near kinsman.

10 And he said. Blessed be thou unto the

Lord, my daughter; for thou hast shown
more kindness in the last instance than the

first, by not going after the j'oung men, whe-
ther they be poor or rich.

11 And now, my daughter, fear not; all

that thou mayest say will I do for thee; for

all (the men in) the gate of my people know
that thou art a virtuous woman.

12 And noAV, it is indeed true that I am
thy near kinsman;* nevertheless, there is a

kinsman nearer than I.

13 Remain here this night, and it shall be

in the morning, that if he will redeem thee,

well; let him redeem; but if he be not will-

' Lit. " that I am a redeemer, but there is a redeem-

er," &c.

ing to redeem thee, then will I redeem thee,

as the Lord liveth : lie still until the morning.

14 And she lay at his feet until the morn-
ing; and she rose up before one could know
another. And he said, It must not be known
that this woman came into the threshing-floor.

15 Also he said. Bring hither the cloak

that thou hast upon thee, and lay hold of it.

And she laid hold of it, and he measured six

(measures) of barley, and laid it on her, and
went into the city.

IC And she came to her mother-in-law,

and she said. How is it with thee, my daugh-

ter? And she told her all that the man had
done to her.

17 And she said. These six measures of

barley gave he unto me ; for he said to me.

Thou shalt not come empty to thy mother-in-

law.

18 Then said she. Remain still, my daugh-

ter, until thou know how the matter will fall

out; for the man will not rest until he have
finished the matter this day.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ But Bo'az went up to the gate,'' and
sat down there ; and, behold, the kinsman of

whom Bo'az had spoken came passing by;

and he said unto him, Turn aside hither, sit

down here, such a one. And he turned aside,

and sat down.
2 And he took ten men of the elders of

the city, and said. Sit ye down here. And
they sat down.

3 And he said unto the kinsman, Na'omi,

that is returned out of the field of Moiib,

hath to sell" a parcel of land, which was our

brother Elimelech's

;

4 And I thought to inform thee of it, say-

ing, Buy it before those sitting here, and bc^

fore the elders of my people. If thou wilt re-

deem it. redeem it; but if thou wilt not re-

deem it, then tell me, that I may know; for

there is none beside thee to redeem it; and I

am after thee. And he said, I Avill redeem it.

5 Then said Bo'az, On the day that thou

buyest the field out of the hand of Na'omi,

thou buyest it also from Ruth the Moiibitess,

the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of

the dead upon his inheritance.

The place for the magistrates to meet in.

Philippson; literally, "hath sold."



LAMENTATIONS I.

6 And the kinsman said, I am not able to

redeem it for myself, lest I injure my" own
inheritance : redeem thou what I should re-

deem for thyself; for I am not able to redeem
it.

7 Now this was formerly the custom in Is-

rael at a redeeming and at an exchanging, to

confirm any thing, that a man pulled oft' his

shoe, and gave it to the other; and this was
the manner of testimony in Israel.

8 Thereupon said the kinsman unto Bo'az,

Buy it for thee ; and he pulled off" his shoe.

9 And Bo'az said unto the elders, and unto

all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that

I have bought all that belonged to Elimelech,

and all that belonged to Chilion and Mach-
lon, out of the hand of Na'omi.

10 And also Ruth the Moiibitess, the wife of

Machlon, have I oljtained for myself as my
wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon
his inheritance, that the name of the dead
may not be cut off" from among his brethren,

and from the gate of his place : ye are wit-

nesses this day.

11 And all the jjeople that were in the

gate, and the elders, said, (We arc) witnesses.

The Lord grant that the woman that is com-
ing into thy house be like Rachel and like

Leah, who did both build up the house of

Israel; and acquire wealth in Ephrathah, and
let thy name become fivmous in Beth-lechem

;

12 And may thy house be like the house
of Perez, whom Thamar bore unto Judah,

through the seed which the Lord will give
thee of this 3'oung woman.

13 And Bo'az took Ruth, and she became
his wife, and he went in unto her; and the
Lord gave her conception, and she bore a
son.

14 And the women said unto Na'omi,
Blessed be the Lord, who hath not allowed

to be wanting unto thee a kinsman this

day; and may his name become famous in

Israel.

15 And may he be unto thee one who re-

fresheth thy soul, and who nourisheth thy
old age; for thy daughter-in-law, who loveth

thee, hath born him, she who is better to

thee than seven sons.

16 And Na'omi took the child, and laid it

in her lap, and she became a nurse unto it.

17 And the neighbouring women gave

him a name, saying, There hath been a son

born unto Na'omi; and they called his name
'Obed, who is the father of Jess6, the father

of David.

18 And these are the generations of Perez:

Perez begat Chezron

;

19 And Chezron begat Ram; and Ram be-

gat 'Amminadab;
20 And 'Amminadab begat Nachshon ; and

Nachshon'' begat Salmah;
21 And Salmah begat Bo'az; and Bo'az

begat 'Obed;

22 And 'Obed begat Jesse, and Jess6 begat

David.

THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS,

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ Oh how doth she sit solitary—the
j

city that was full of people is become like a

widow ! she that was so great among the nsr

Unshi says, he feared to cast a reproach upon the pro-

hiiblc issue of the marriage by taking a Moiibitess; Jona-
than, that he feared to take another wife, being married
already, not to destroy his domestic peace; Herxheimer,

tions, the princess among the provinces, is be-

come tributary!

2 She weepeth sorely in the night, and
her tears are on her cheeks; she hath none

to comfort her among all her lovers : all her

that by purchasing the land, which must go to the child

of Ruth, he would diminish his own means by so much
as he paid for the land.

" As Xashchon came out of Egypt, and as it was about

^ •



LAMENTATIONS I.

friends have dealt treacherously toward her,

they are become her enemies.

3 Exiled is Judah because of ailliction, and

because of the greatness of servitude; she

dwelleth indeed among the nations, she find-

eth no rest : all her pursuers have overtaken

her between the narrow passes."

4 The ways to Zion are in mourning, be-

cause none come to the solemn feasts ; all her

gates are desolate; her priests sigh; her vir-

gins moan, and she suffereth herself from

bitter grief

5 Her adversaries are become chiefs, her

enemies prosper; for the Lord hath caused

her to grieve because of the multitude of her

transgi-essions : her babes are gone into capti-

vity before the adversary.

G And there is gone forth from the daugh-

ter of Zion all her splendour: her princes

are become like harts that have found no

pasture, and they flee without strength before

the pursuer.

7 Jerusalem remembereth in the days of

her affliction and of her miseries all her mag-

nificent things which have been in the days

of old ; when her people fell into the hand of

the adversary, with none to help her; the

adversaries looked at her, they laughed at the

cessation (of her glory).

8 A grievous sin did Jerusalem commit;

therefore is she become a wanderer: all that

honoured her hold her in contempt, because

they have seen her nakedness; she also sigh-

cth, and turneth (ashamed) backward.

9 (With) her uncleauness on her skirts, she

remembered not her latter end; therefore is

she come down wonderfull}', without one to

comfort her. Behold, Lord, my affliction

;

for the enemy hath become great (above me).*"

10 His hand hath the enemy spread out

over all her magnificent things; for she hath

seen nations entering into her sanctuary, of

whom thou didst connnand that they should

not enter into thy congregation.

11 All her people sigh, they are seeking

470 years between the Exodus and David's birth, it is

supposed that several links are left out in the genealogy

between him and Salmah or Salmon ; or between the latter

and Bo'az.
* Rashi ; i. e. places where escape is impossible. Jona-

than, " the boundaries." Phiiippson and Eng. ver.,

"straits," or "distresses."

"Jonathan. Arnheim, "hath done terrible (great)

things."

bread; they have given their precious tilings

for food to refresh their soul: see, Lord,

and look, how I have been brought low.

12 "I adjure'' you, all that pass this way,

behold, and see if there be any pain like unto

my pain, which hath been inflicted on me,

wherewith the Lord hath aggrieved me on

the day of his fierce anger.

13 From on high hath he sent a fire into

my bones, and breaketh' (them) one by one:

he hath spread a net for my feet, he hath

caused me to return backward; he hatli made
me desolate, sick all the day.

14 Bound fast" is the yoke of my trans-

gressions by his hand: they are wreathed,

and come up upon my neck; he hath made
my strength to stumble; the Lord hath given

me up into the hands of (those against whom)
I am not able to rise up.

15 The Lord hath trodden under foot all

my mighty men in the midst of me; he hath

called an assembly against me to crush my
young men: a winepress hath the Lord trod-

den over the virgin, the daughter of Judah.

IG For these things do 1 weep; my eye,

my eye runneth down with water; because lar

from me is the comforter that should refresh

my soul: my children are in misery,' becau.se

the enemy hath prevailed."

17 Zion spreadeth forth her hands, with-

out one to comfort her; the Lord hath given

a charge'^ concerning Jacob to all his ad-

versaries round about him : Jerusalem is be-

come as an unclean woman among them.

18 "Righteous is the Lord; for against his

orders have I rebelled: oh do hear, all ye

people, and see my pain ! my virgins and my
30ung men are gone into captivity.

19 I called for my lovers, but they deceived

me: my priests and my elders perished in the

city ; for they .sought food for themselves to

refresh their soul.

20 See, Lord! how I am in distress; my
bowels are heated; my heart is turned round

within me; because I have grievously rebel-

" Jonathan, taking KiS as abridged for rh» "to swear;"

hence, Phiiippson, "Mark well." Eng. ver., "Is it no-

thing to you?" Rashi, "May such (evil) not come on

you," or "To you hath this not happened."
" Rashi. Abcn Ezra, " it rulcth in them."
' Rashi, -\niai "marked," "pointed," that they may

not be forgotten.

' Lit. "desolate."
« /. r. They should come and destroy.
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LAMENTATIONS I. II.

led : abroad bereaveth the sword, at home, hke
[

the pestilence."

21 They hear how greatly I sigh, (yet)

there is none to comfort me; all my enemies

have heard of my misfortune, they are glad

that thou hast done it; oh that thou wouldest

bring the day which thou hast proclaimed

(against me),'' that they may become like me.
22 Let all their wickedness come before

thee, and do unto them as thou hast done
unto me because of all my transgressions;

for many are my sighs, and my heart is

sick."

CHAPTER II.
1

1 ^ Oh how hath the Lord covered in his

anger the daughter of Zion with a cloud ; he
hath cast down from heaven unto the earth

the ornament of Israel ; and he hath not

remembered his footstool on the day of his

anger

!

2 The Lord hath destroyed and hath not

pitied all the habitations of Jacob; he hath
thrown down in his wrath the strong-holds

of the daughter of Judah; he hath thrown
them down to the ground: he hath defiled

the kingdom and its princes.

3 He hath hewn away in his fierce anger

the whole horn of Isi-ael; he hath drawn
back his right hand from before the enem^';

and he burnt against Jacob like a flaming fire,

which devoureth round about.

4 He bent his bow like an enemy; he held

out his right hand as an adversary, and slew

all that were pleasant to the eye : in the tent

of the daughter of Zion did he pour out like

fire his fury.

5 The Lord became like an enemy; he de-

stroyed Israel, he destroyed all her palaces;

ho ruined her strong-holds; and he increased

in the midst of the daughter of Judah groan-

ing and wailing.

And he violently wasted," as if it were a

garden, his tabernacle; he destroyed his place

of assembly: (yea,) the Lord hath caused to

be forgotten in Zion the solenm feast and the

day of rest, and hath despised in the indign;i-

tion of his anger both king and priest.

7 The Lord hath ca.st off his altar, he hath
made void his sanctuary, he hath surrendered

into the hand of the enemy the walls of her

palaces; they have made their voice to re-

sound in the house of the Lord, as on a day
of a solemn feast.

8 The Lord had resolved to destroy the

wall of the daughter of Zion; he stretched

out the measuring-line, he withdrew not his

hand from destroying: and he caused the

rampart and the wall to mourn; together

they languish.

9 Sunk into the ground are her gates; he
hath ruined and broken her bars: her king

and her princes are among the nations with-

out any law; her prophets also obtain no
more any vision from the Lord.

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit

upon the ground, they keep silence; they

have thrown dust upon their head; they

have girt themselves with sackcloth: the

virgins of Jerusalem have brought down low ^
their head to the ground.

11 My eyes do fail with tears, my bowels

are heated, my liver is poured upon the earth,

because of the breach of the daughter of my
people; because babes and sucklings faint

away in the streets of the town.

12 To their mothers they say, Where is

corn and wine? when they faint away like

the deadly wounded in the streets of the city,

when their soul was poured out on the bo-

som of their mother.

13 What shall I take to witness'' for thee?

what shall I compare unto thee, daughter

of Jerusalem? what shall I find equal to thee,

that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter

of Zion? for great like the sea is thy breach;

Avho can bring healing to thee?

14 Thy jirophets foresaw for thee vain and
deceptive things; and they did not la}* open
thy iniquity, to cause thy backsliders to re-

turn; but they foresaw for thee prophecies of

falsehood and seduction."

15 All that pass by (thi.s) w.ay clap their

hands on account of thee; the}- hiss and
shake their head over the daughter of Jeru-

salem : (saying,) Is this the city that men

* Lit. "death." Others, "as death doth in the house."
j

* Aben Ezra, "What witnesses, to whom the like hath
"" llashi. Philippson, "on which thou maycst proclaim l! happened?" l'!iilipp.snn, "How shall I admonish thee?"

thiit they sliall be like me."
ij

" iMeaning, bad the prophets but done their duty, had
° Rashi, taking oon'i aa "cutting away." Philippson, they spoken the truth, the Israelites might have repented;

"as on a garden east he down bis fences." but they flattered them; hence the ruin that came.
870
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called The perfection of beauty, The joy for

all the earth?

10 All thy enemies open wide their mouth
against thee ; they hiss and gnash their teeth

;

they say, We have swallowed her up: ah,

truly this is the day that we hoped for; we
have found, we have seen it.

17 The Lord hath done what he had re-

solved ; he hath accomplished his word which

he had ordained already in the days of old;

he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied;

and he hath caused to rejoice over thee thy

enemy, he hath raised on high the horn of

thy adversaries.

18 Their heart crieth unto the Lord.

thou wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears

run down like a stream day and night; allow

thyself no rest; let not the apple of thy eye

be" still.

19 Arise, complain aloud in the night, in

the beginning of the watches; pour out like

water thy heart before the face of the Lord

:

lift up toward him thy hands because of the

life of thy babes, that faint away for hunger

at the corner of all the streets.

20 See, Lord, and behold! to whom
hast thou ever done the like? Shall women,
then, eat their own fruit, the babes they have
tenderly nursed? or shall there be slain in

the sanctuary of the Lord the priest and the

prophet ?

21 There lie down on the ground in the

streets the lad and the ancient; my virgins

and my young men are fallen by the sword;

thou hast .slain on the day of thy anger; thou

hast .sl.aughtered without pity.

22 Thou hast called, as it were on a fes-

tive day, my evil neighbours" from round

about; and there was not on the day of the

Lord's anger one that escaped or remained

:

those that 1 had tenderly nursed and reared

up my enemy brought to their end.

CHAPTER IIL

1^1 am the man who hath seen affliction

by the rod of his wrath.

2 Me hath he driven out, and led into

darkness, but not into light.

* Rashi. Aben Ezra, "terrors." Philippson, "riot-

ous assemblages."
' Rashi, iiiD as the verb of td "thorn." Arnheim,

"turneth upside down." Others, "turned aside."

° i. e. The arrows.

3 Surely against me doth he turn again

and again his hand all the day.

4 He hath cau.sed my flesh and my skin to

wear out; he hath broken my bones.

5 He hath built around me, and encom-
passed me with poison and hardship.

G In dark places hath he set me to dwell,

like the dead of olden times.

7 He hath placed a fence round about me,
that I cannot get out : he hath made heavy
my chain.

8 Also when 1 cry aloud and make en-

treaty, he shutteth out my prayer.

9 He hath fenced up my ways with hewn
stone, my paths hath he made crooked.

10 A bear lying in wait is he to me, a lion

in secret places.

11 On my ways hath he placed thorns'"

and torn me in pieces : he hath made mc de-

solate.

12 He hath bent his bow, and j^laced me
as a mark for the arrow.

13 He hath caused to enter into my reins

the children" of his quiver.

14 I am become a laughing-stock to all my
people; their (jeering) song all the day.

15 He hath sated me with bitter thing.s,

he hath made me drunken Avith womiwood.
16 He hath also broken my teeth with

gravel-stones, he hath covered me with ashes.

17 And my soul hath given up all thoughts

of peace : I forget happiness.

18 And I said, Lost is my strength,"" my
expectation also from the Lord.

19 Remembering my aflliction and (the

cause of) my complaint, is wormwood and
poison.

20 Remembering (this) continually my
soul is bowed down deeply within me.

21 (Yet) this answer will I give to my
heart; therefore will I wait (in confidence).

22 It is through the Lord's kindness that

we are not consumed," becau.se his mercies

have no end;

23 They are new every morning; great is

thy faithfulness.

24 The Lord is my portion, saith my soul

;

therefore will I wait for him.

'' Eashi, " my eternal portion." Arnheim, " victory."

Jonathan, "My strength and the good I hoped for from

the Lord."
' Rashi, one opinion, "For the kindnesses of the Lord

do not cease."
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25 Tlie Lord is good unto those that hope
in liiin, to the soul that seeketh him.

20 It is good that one should wait and
this in silence I'ur the salvation of" the Lord.

27 It is good for a man that he bear the

yoke in his youth

;

28 That he sit in solitude and be silent;

because He hath laid it upon him;
29 That he put his mouth in the dust;

perhaps there still is hope;

30 That he offer his cheek to liim that

smiteth him; that he be satisfied with re-

proach.

31 For the Lord will not cast off for ever;

32 But though he have caused grief, yet
will he have mercy according to the abun-

dance of his kindnesses.

33 For he doth not afflict of his own will,

and aggrieve the children of men.
34 To crush under his feet all the prisoners

of the earth,

35 To pervert the justice (due to man)
before the face of the Most High,

36 To subvert a man in his contest—should
the Lord not see this?"

37 Who is he that saitli aught, and it cometh
to pass, when the Lord hath not ordained it?

38 Do not out of the mouth of the Most
High come both the evil things and the

good?
39 Wherefore should a living man com-

plain? let every man complain*" because of

his sins.

40 Let us search through and investigate

our Avays, and let us return to the Lord.

41 Let us lift up our heart with our hands
unto God in the heavens.

42 We have indeed transgressed and re-

belled : thou hast truly not pardoned.

43 Thou hast covered (us)"" with thy an-

ger, and made pursuit after us : thou hast

Blain, thou hast not pitied.

44 Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud,

that no prayer should pass through.

45 As .something loathsome and rejected

• Jonathan. Verses 34-.3G state thus several cases of

wrong-doing; and Jeremiah then asks himself, whether
the Lord must not sec and condemn it; con.sequently it is

not to bo expected that God would willingly and arbitrarily

do himself injustice by afl3icting the just. Ilashi ren-

ders, "The L<jitD doth not approve this, and it hath not
entered his thoughts to do so."

'' Rashi. Others continue the question, "Why will

man complain while he liveth, every man over his sins?"
872

hast thou rendered us in the midst of the na-

tions.

40 Wide have all our enemies opened
against us their mouth.

47 Terror and a snare are come upon us,

(with) desolation and breaches.

48 With streams of water runneth ray eye
down, because of the breach of the daughter
of my people.

49 My eye trickleth down, and resteth not,

without any intermission,

50 Till the Lord look down, and behold
from heaven.

51 My eye affecteth'' my soul because of

all the daughters of my city.

52 Those who are my enemies, without a

cause have chased me about like a bird.

53 They have shut up" in the dungeon my
life, and have cast stones upon me.

54 AVaters streamed over my head ; I said,

I am cut oft'.

55 I called on thy name, Lord, out of

the dungeon of the lowest depth.

50 Thou didst hear my Aoice: hide not

thy ear to give me enlargement' at my cry.

57 Thou wast ever near on the day that I

called on thee : thou saidst. Fear not.

58 Thou didst plead, Lord, the cau.ses

of my soul; thou didst (before this) redeem
my life.

59 Thou hast (now) seen, Lord, the

wrong I suffer; judge thou my cause.

60 Thou hast seen all their vengeance, all

their plans against me.
61 Thou hast heard their reviling, Lord,

all their plans against me,
62 The speeches'^ of those that rise up

against me, and their device against me all

the day.

63 Oh look upon their sitting down, and
their rising up: I am their (jeering) song.

64 Render unto them a recompense, O
Lord, according to the work of their hands.

65 Give them confusion'' of heart, thy oiu'se

be upon them.

° Jonathan, Rashi, and Aben Ezra. Arnbeim, " thy-

self."

'' Jonathan, who supplies, "the weeping of" Kashi,

"My eye is defaced because of myself more than all

the," &c.
' Rashi, "shut up," "bound." Others, "they have cut

off." 'Jonathan. "Lit. "lips."

^ Philippson. Rashi, "breach." Zunz, "what their

heart concealeth." Ilerxhcimcr, "obstinacy."
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66 Pursue them in anger and destroy from

under the heavens of the Lord.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ Oh how is the gold become dim ! how
is the most fine gold changed ! how are the

stones of the sanctuary poured out at the cor-

ners of every street.

2 The precious sons of Zion, valued equal

to pure gold, how are they now esteemed as

earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of

the potter!

3 Even wild beasts offer the breast, they

give suck to their young ones: the daughter

of my people is become cruel, like the os-

triches' in the wilderness.

4 The tongue of the suckling cleaveth to

its palate by reason of thirst : babes ask for

bread, there is not to break it for them.

5 Those that used to eat dainty food are

desolate in the streets : they that were reared

up on scarlet now embi-ace dunghills.

6 For greater is the iniquity of the daugh-

ter of my people than the sin of Sodom, that

was overthrown as it were in a moment, and

no human hands were laid on her.

7 Her crowned princes were purer than

snow, they were whiter than milk, they were

more brilliant in bod}- than pearls, more than

the sapphire, their countenance

:

8 Darker than black is now their visage;

they are not to be recognised in the streets;

their skin is shrivelled fast upon their bones;

it is dry, it is become like wood.

9 Happier are those slain by the sword

than those slain by hunger; for those poured

forth their blood, being pierced through,

—

these perished without the fruits of the field.''

10 The hands of merciful women cooked

their own children: they became their food

in the downfall of the daughter of my people.

11 The Lord hath let loose all his fury;

he hath poured out the fierceness of his an-

ger; and he hath kindled a fire in Zion, which

hath devoured her foundations.

12 The kings of the earth, and all the in-

habitants of the world, would not believe

that an adversary or an enemy could ever

enter within the gates of Jerusalem.

13 (But it hath happened) because of the

sins of her prophets, that had shed in the

midst of her the blood of the righteous.

14 They wandered about blindly in the

streets, they became defiled with blood, so

that men were not able to touch their gar-

ments.

15 Depart, ye unclean, they called out unto

them; depart, depart, touch not. So they

flee away and also wander about; men say

among the nations, They shall no more so-

journ there."

16 The anger of the Lord hath divided

them; he will no more look at them: the

faces of the priests they respected not, and

the elders they spared not.

17 Even now our e^-es anxiously wait for

our valueless help: in our waiting have we
waited for a nation that cannot help.

18 They hunt our steps, that we cannot

walk in our streets : our end is near, our days

are full; for our end is come.

19 Swifter were our pursuers than the

eagles of heaven : upon the mountains did

they hotly follow us, in the wilderness did

they lie in wait for us.

20 The breath of our nostrils, the anoint-

ed of the Lord, was caught in their pits, he,

of whom we said, Under his shadow shall we
live among the nations.

21 Be glad and rejoice, daughter of

Edom, that dwellest in the land of 'Uz: also

unto thee the cup shall pass; thou wilt be

drunken, and make thyself naked.**

22 Brought to an end is thy iniquity,

daughter of Zion; He will no more carry

thee away into exile: He visiteth thy ini-

quity, daughter of Edom ; he will lay open

thy sins.

CHAPTER V.

1 T[ Remember, Lord, what hath oc-

curred to us, look down, and behold our dis-

grace.

2 Our inheritance is turned over to stran-

gers, our houses to aliens.

3 Orphans are we become, and (we are)

without a father, aqr mothers are like wi-

dows.

* Job xxxix. 14.

^ Partly after Jonathan, referring Dnt7 to the first men-

tioned, those actually slain ; and nw ni3i:no to the second,

"without the fruits of the field." So also Arnheim. Phi-

6 K

lippson renders, " for these pour forth their blood, pierced

through, not caring for the fruits of the field."

»
i'. e. In their land, made unclean by them.

^ Rashi, "thou wilt vomit," or "empty thyself."
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4 Our water have we drunk for money;
our wood Cometh to us for a purchase
price.

5 Up to our necks are we pursued : we are

fatigued, and no rest is allowed us.

6 To Egypt do we stretch out our hand, to

Asshur, to be satisfied with bread.

7 Our fathers have sinned, and are no
more ; but we have indeed to bear their ini-

quities.

8 Servants rule over us : no one delivereth

us out of their hand.

9 At the peril of our life must we bring
home our bread, because of the sword of the
wilderness.

10 Our skin gloweth like an oven, because
of the heat of famine.

11 Women have they I'avished in Zion,

virgins, in the cities of Judah.
12 Princes were hanged up by their hand;

the faces of elders were not honoured.
13 Young men they bore to the mill, and

boys stumbled under the wood."

14 The elders have ceased from the gate,

young men from their singing.

15 Ceased hath the joy of our heart: our
dance is changed into mourning.

IG Fallen is the crown of our head: wo to

us, for we have sinned.

17 Because of this is our heart made sick;

for these things are our eyes dimmed;
18 Because of the mount of Zion which is

wasted, foxes walk about on it.

19 thou. Lord, will truly abide for ever,

thy throne existeth throughout all genera-

tions.

20 Wherefore wilt thou forget us for ever?

wilt thou forsake us for so long a time?
21 Cause us to return, O Lord, unto thee,

and we will return; renew our days as of

old.

22 For wouldest*" thou entirely reject us, be

wroth with us to the uttermost?

[23 Cause us to return, Lord, unto thee,

and we will return; renew our davs as of

old.]

THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES,

CHAPTER L

1 ^ The words of Koheleth," the son of

David, the king in Jerusalem.

2 Vanity"* of vanities, saith Koheleth, va-

nity of vanities; all is vanity

3 What profit hath a man of all his toil

which he toileth under the sun ?

4 One generation passeth away, and an-

other generation cometh ; but the earth endur-
eth for ever.

• 1. c. While carrying heavy loads of wood.
^ Ilerxheimor. Philippson and Sachs, " Wouldest thou

have rejected us?" Rashi, "Thou shouldest not have
rejected us (for our sins) nor been angry with us too

much, as thou hast been wroth ;" but the sense is in all

the same. Arnhcim, "For truly thou hast rejected us,

been angry with us exceedingly much."
' nSnp Koheleth, is rendered "the preacher;" the root

is Snp Kahal, "to assemble;" hence it signifies either,
874

5 The sun also riseth, and the sun goeth

down, and striving to reach his place he

riseth again there.

G Going" toward the south, and turning

round toward the north, the wind moveth
round about continually; and around its cir-

cle doth the wind return again.

7 All the rivers run into the sea; yet

the sea is never full : unto the place whi-

ther' the rivers go, thither will they continue

to go.

as Rashi states, "who had gathered up much wisdom," or

"who spoke in public assemblies,"—"the preacher," or

"orator."
'' I'hilippson, "Nothingness," and so throughout.
' Some, and among them Rashi, refer the first part of

verse C to the sun: "in the day he goeth to the south, at

night he goeth round to the north."
' Rashi, " whence the rivers come, thither will they re-

turn."
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8 All things weary themselves' (constanl>

ly) ; man cannot utter them: the eye is never
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with
hearing.

9 That which hath heen, is the same
which will be; and that which hath been

done, is the same which will be done; and
there is nothing new under the sun.

10 If thei'e be any thing whei'eof it is said,

See, this is new: it hath alreadj'' been in

olden times which were before us.**

11 (Only) there is no recollection of former

(generations) ; and also of the later ones, that

are to be—of these (likewise) there will be

no recollection with those that will be still

later.

12 I Koheleth was king over Israel in Je-

rusalem.

13 And I directed my heart to inquire and
to search out by wisdom concerning all that is

done under the heavens : this is an evil em-
ploA'ment which God hath given to the sons

of man to busy themselves therewith.

14 I saw all the deeds that are done under
the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and a tor-

ture of the spirit."

15 What is crooked cannot be made
straight ; and that which is defective cannot

be numbered.
16 1 spoke with my own heart, saying, Lo, I

have truly obtained greater and more wisdom
than all those who have been before me over

Jerusalem : yea, my heart had seen much wis-

dom and knowledge.

17 And I directed my heart to know wis-

dom, and to know madness and folly; (but)

I have perceived that this also is a torture of

the spirit.

18 For where there is much wisdom there

is much vexation; and he that increaseth

knowledge increaseth pain.

CHAPTER II.

1 Come, then, I said in my heart, I will

have a taste of joy, and thou shalt see what
is good; but, behold, this also was vanity.

* Aben Ezra ; i. e. are acting ceaselessly. Rashi,

"cause fatigue."
' Philippson, after Ewald, "that which happeneth in

our presence happened already long since in olden times."

"Jonathan. Aben Ezra, " feeding the wind." (Hosea

sii. 2.) Philippson, "striving for wind."
* Rashi. Lit. "draw." Philippson, "to guide."
" Rashi. Jonathan, "warm and hot baths." Aben

2 Of laughter I said, It maketh one mad

;

and of joy. What doth this do?
o I resolved in my heart to indulge"* my

body with wine, while my heart guideth it-

self with wisdom; and to lay fast hold on
folly, till I might see what it is that is good
for the sons of men, which they should do
under the heavens during the number of the

days of their life.

4 I made great works; I built myself
houses ; I planted myself vineyards

;

5 I made myself gardens and orchards,

and I planted therein trees of all kinds of

fruit

;

6 I made myself pools of water, to water
therewith the forest overgrown with trees;

7 I bought men-servants and maid-ser-

vants, and I had likewise those born in my
house ; I had also great possessions of cattle

and flocks above all that had been before me
in Jerusalem.

8 I gathered unto myself also silver and
gold, and the choice treasures of kings and of

the provinces : I procured myself male singers

and female singers, and the delights of the

sons of men, wagons and chariots."'

9 So was I great, and obtained more than

all that had been before me in Jerusalem:

also my wisdom remained*^ with me.
10 And whatsoever my e3'es desired I re-

fused them not, I withheld not my heart from

any joy ; for my heart was rejoiced with all

my toil; and this was my portion of all my
toil.

11 But when I turned mjself (to look) on
all my works that my hands had wrought,

and on the toil that I had toiled to accom-

plish: then, behold, all was vanity and a

torture of the spirit, and there was no profit

under the sun.

12 And then I turned myself to behold

wisdom, and madness, and folly; for what
(can) the man (do) that cometh after the

king? (only) that which (others) have done

already.*^

13 But I saw that wisdom hath the ad-

Ezra, "female captives as concubines." AVith the latter

Arnheim agrees. Philippson and Herxheimer, "many
wives." The word miy occurs but here, and is of uncer-

tain derivation. ' Jonathan, "and assisted me."
* Aben Ezra; meaning, the experience of those inferior

in rank to the king cannot be any more happy than his

own ; he can only do as others have done, and find no

satisfaction in the pursuit of mere carnal pleasures.
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vantage over folly, as great as the advantage
of light over darkness.

14 The wise man hath his eyes in his

head, while the fool w.alketh in darkness; but

I m3solf perceived then also that one occur-

rence will befall all of them.

15 Tlien said I in my heart, The same
that befalleth the fool will also befall even
me; and why have I then been wiser? Then
said I in my heart, that this is also vanity.

16 For there is no recollection of the wise

any more than of the fool for ever; seeing

that which hath long ago been will, in the

days that are coming, all be forgotten. And
how doth the wise die equally with the

fool!

17 Therefore I hated life; because I felt

displeased with the work that is wrought
under the sun ; for all is vanity and a torture

of the spirit.

18 Yea, I hated also all my toil with which
I had toiled under the sun ; because I should

have to leave it unto the man that will be

after me.

19 And who knoweth, whether he will be

a wise man or a fool? yet will he have full

sway over all my toil wherein I have toiled,

and wherein I have shown myself wise un-

der the sun. Also this is vanity.

20 Therefore I turned about to cause m}-

heart to give up thinking of all the toil

wherewith I had toiled under the sun.

21 For there is many a man whose toil

is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and with
energy; yet to a man that hath not toiled

therelbr must he give it as his jjortion. Also
this is vanity and a great evil.

22 For what doth a man obtain of all his

labour, and of the torture" of his heart, where-
with he toileth under the sun?

23 For all his days are full of pains, and
vexation is (mingled with) his employment;
yea, even in the night his heart taketh not

rest. Also this is vanit}'.

24 It is not a good'' thing (inherent) in

man that he should eat and drink, and that

he should make his soul enjoy happiness for

* Rashi. Eng. ver., "vexation." Philippson, "striv-

ing." Arnhcim, "thinking."
" Jonathan, "Nothing is good for man, but that he

should," &c.
° Scptuagint reads, uorj "from him;" thus, "For who

can eat—unless it bo from him?" i. e. God.
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his toil. Also this have I seen, that it cometh
out of the hand of God.

25 For who can well eat, or who can en-

joy earthly things more than I?"

20 For to a man who is good in his pre-

sence (God) giveth wisdom, and knowledge,

and joy; but to the sinner he giveth employ-
ment, to gather up and to bring together,

that he may give it to him that is good before

God. Also this is vanity and a torture of

the spirit.

CHAPTER III.

1 For every thing there is a season ; and a
(proper) time is for every pursuit under the

heavens.

2 (There is) a time to be born, and a time
to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck
up what hath been planted;

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a

time to break down, and a time to build up;
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a

time to mourn, and a time to dance;

5 A time to throw awa^- stones, and a time
to gather up stones; a time to embrace, and a
time to be far from embracing;

6 A time to seek, and a time to let things

be lost; a time to keep, and a time to throw
away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a

time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a

time of war, and a time of peace.

9 What profit hath (now) he that worketh
in that wherein he toileth ?

10 I have seen the employment, which
God hath given to the sons of men to busy
themselves therewith.

11 Every thing hath he made beautiful in

its (proper) time: he hath also placed the

eternity'' in their heart, without a man's be-

ing able to find out the work that God hath

made from the beginning to the end.

12 I know that there is nothing good (in-

herent) in them, but for every one to rejoice,

and to do what is good during (all) his life.

13 For also that every man should eat

'* Aben Ezra, who explains, " Man acts as though be

would live for ever; and because he is so occupied in

worldly matters, he has no understanding of God's work-

ing." Ollicrs render, "he hath also placed the world,"

i'. e. worldly wi,sdom, according to Rashi; others, desire

for worldly things. Philippson, "eternal duration."
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and drink, and enjoy what is good for all his

toil, is likewise a gift of God.

14 I know that whatsoever God doeth,

that will be for ever; to it nothing can be

added, and from it there is nothing to be

dimini.shed: and God hath so made it, that

men should be afraid of him.

15 That which hath been hath long since

appeared (again)"; and what is to be hath
already been; and God seeketh (again) that

w'hich is sped away.*

16 And moreover I have seen under the

sun, (that in) the place of justice, even there

was wickedness; and (that in) the place of

righteousness, even there was wickedness.

17 1 said in my heart, God will judge the

righteous and the wicked ; lor there is a time

for every pursuit; and on account of every

deed there (will he judge)."

18 1 said in my heart concerning the speak-

ing'' of the sons of men, that God might make
it clear to them, and that they might see

that they by themselves are but beasts.

19 For that which befalleth the sons of

men befalleth beasts; even the same thing be-

falleth them; as the one dieth, so dieth the

other; yea, they have all one kind of spirit;

so that the preeminence of man above the

beast is nought; for all is vanity.

20 Every thing goeth unto one place;

every thing came from the dust, and ever}'

thing returneth to the dust.

21 Who knoweth the spirit of the sons of

man" that ascendeth upward, and the spirit

of the beast that descendeth downward to

the earth ?^

22 And so did I perceive that there is

nothing better, than that a man should re-

joice in his own works; for that is his por-

tion; for who can bring him to look with

pleasure on Avhat will be after him ?

CHAPTER IV.

1 And I turned about, and beheld all the

oppressed that are made so under the sun:

° Philippson, distinguishing between n'n "was," and

Nin "is;" but Rashi, "what hath been is past, and we
have seen it or heard of it

"

'' Jonathan and Rashi, " looketh after the persecuted."
" Rashi.

""Rashi, "arrogance." Aben Ezra, "because of the

sons of men whom God hath selected, I see that," &c.

Philippson, " it is to prove God, and to see that," &c.

and, behold, there are the tears of the op-

pressed, and they have no comforter; and
from the hand of their oppres.sors they suf-

fered violence;^ and they have no comforter.

2 Thereupon praised I the dead that are

already dead, more than the living who are

still alive;

3 And as happier than both of them, him
who hath not j^et come into Ix-ing, who hath

not seen the evil-doing that is done under the

sun.

—

4 Again, I beheld aU the toil, and all the

energy in doing, that it is (from) the envy
of one man of his neighbour. Also this is

vanity and a torture of the spirit.

5 The fool foldeth his hands together, and
eateth his own flesh.

6 Better is a handful of quiet, than both

the hands full of toil and torture of the spirit.

7 Then I turned about, and I saw a vanity

under the sun.

8 There is one alone, and he hath not a
companion

;
yea, he hath neither son nor bro-

ther; yet is there no end to all his toil; his

eye also is not satisfied with riches. Yet for

whom do I toil, and deprive my soul of good ?

Also this is vanity, yea, it is a bad employment.
9 Two are better than one; because they

will have a good rewai'd for their toil.

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his

fellow ; but wo to the single one that falleth

;

for he hath no companion to lift him up.

11 Also, if two lie together, then Avill they
become warm ; but how can one person alone

become warm?
12 And if a man could overjDOwer him, tlie

single one, two would stand up against him;
and a threefold cord cannot quickly be torn

asunder.

13 Better is a poor and a wise youth than

an old and foolish king, who knoweth not

how to be admonished any more.

14 For out of the prison cometli tlie one'"

to reign; whereas also in his kingdom tlie

other becometh poor.

° So must it be rendered after the Massorah ; the mo-
derns, however, render it, "whether it ascend," &c.

' Philippson regards verses 19-21 as the .speaking of

the worldly, which Kohelcth cites in verse 18; con-

sequently, all contradiction to himself is thus avoided.

* nD here the effect of "power," "wrong," "violence."
* Arnheim; but he renders the last part, "so is the other

with his royal dignitj' one born poor." Ra.shi, giving
877
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15 I have seen all the living who walk
under the sun, being with the second child

that is to stand up in his stead.

16 Tiiere was no end to all the people,

(belonging) to all that ha^'e been before them

:

they also that come after will not rejoice in

him. Surely this also is vanity and a torture

of the spirit.

—

17" Watch thy foot when thou goest to the

house of God, and be near to hearken (to his

will), more than to give the sacrifice of fools;

for they consider not that they do evil (to

themselves).''

CHAPTER V.

1 Suffer not thy mouth to be rash, and let

thy heart not be hasty to utter any word be-

fore God; for God is in the heavens, and thou
art upon earth; therefore let thy words be
few.

2 For a dream cometli through being much
employed (with something) ; and the A'oice

of a fool Cometh Avith a multitude of words.

3 When thou makest a vow unto God, do
not delay to pay it; for he hath no pleasure

in such fools; that which thou hast vowed
must thou pay.

4 It is better that thou shouldest not vow,
than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.

5 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy body"^

to sin ; and say thou not before the messen-
ger,'' that it was an error: wherefore should

God be angry because of thy voice, and de-

stroy the work of thy hands?
6 For in the multitude" of dreams and

vanities there are also many words; but
rather fear thou God.

7 If thou see the oppression of the poor,

and violence done to justice and righteou.s-

ness in a province, do not feel astounded at

the second part a good sense, " for even in his kingdom
bcconicth he (unlike other rulers) humble to the wise;"

lioncc he is worthy to rule. Philippson, "For out of

]>ri.snn can a man come to be a ruler; so also can one be-

come poor in his kingdom."
" In the English version this is the first verse of chap. v.

'' So Kashi. Arnheim, "for they wish not to know,
in order to do evil." Philippson, "then will men not

understand to do evil."

" Rashi, "thy children," on whom unfulfilled vows
would be punished.

'' Raahi; i. <. who is sent to demand payment. Others,

"the angel," he who punishes the sinner by God's mis-

sion.
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the matter; for one that is high watcheth
over the high; and over them the highest

power.

8 But the advantage of a land in all things

is, a king who is subject to the country-.'

9 He that loveth money will never be
satisfied with money; nor he that loveth

abundance, with any increase: also this is

vanity.

10 When prosperity increaseth, those that

consume it (likewise) increase : and what ad-

vantage is there to its owner, saving to see

(it) with his eyes?

11 Sweet is the sleep of the labouring

man, whether he eat little or much; but the

overabundance of the rich will not suffer

him to sleep.

12 There is a sore evil which I have seen

under the sun, (namely,) riches reserved for

their owner to his own hurt.

13 And these riches are lost through an
unfortunate event ;^ and he begetteth a son,

and hath not the least in his hand;
14 As he came forth out of his mother's

womb, naked will he return to go as he came

;

and not the least will he carry ofl" for his toil,

which he might take away with him.*"

15 And also this is a sore evil, that in all

points as he came, so must he go; and what
profit hath he that hath toiled for the wind?

16 All his days also had he to eat in dark-

ness, and hath had much vexation and wrath
with his sickness.'

17 Behold, what I have truly seen, as a

good thing, that it is fitting to eat and to

drink, and to enjoy the good of all one's toil

that he takctli under the sun the number of

the days of his life, which God hath given

him ; for this is his portion.

18 Also every man to whom God hath

" Philippson. Bashi renders, " For despite a multi-

tude of dreams, vanities, and many words (men may say

to thee): do thou only fear God."
' Philippson. Rashi's explanation is somewhat para-

phrastic. Aben Ezra, "a king who tilleth himself the

field." Philippson ingeniously takes msy, not as a single

field, but the whole country; like 3xn nty "the fields

—

country of Moiib."
' Aruheim, "striving;" rendered elsewhere, "employ-

ment ;" but we have followed Philippson. It might, per-

haps, be given with "speculation."
" Lit. "in his hand."
' Meaning, the constant wrathful anxiety was a disease

which permitted him not the least enjoyment.
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given riclie.s and property, and hath given

him power to eat thereof, and to take his por-

tion, and to rejoice in his toil—this is the

gift of God.
19 Let him then remember, that the da3s

of his life are not many, that God hath an-

swered" him with the joy of his heart.

CHAPTER VI.

1 There is an evil which I have seen

under the sun, and it is great on men •}

2 (There is many) a man to whom God
hath given riches, property, and honour, and
nothing is wanting for his soul of all that he

;

longeth for, jet God empowereth him not to
[

eat thereof, but a stranger will consume it;'

this is vanity, and it is an evil disease. :

3 If a man were to beget a hundred chil-i

dren, and live many years, so that the days

of his years were many, and his soul were not

satisfied with what is good, and he have not

had even a burial: then do I say, that an

untimely birth is better than he.

4 For in vanity it came, and in darkness it

departeth, and with darkness will its name
be covered.

5 Moreover it never saw the sun, and
knew nothing: this hath more rest than the

other.

6 Yea, though he were to live a thousand

years twice told, and had not seen any good

—doth not every one go to one place?

7 All the toil of a man is for his mouth

;

and 3et is his desire never filled.

8 For what hath the wise more than the

fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to

walk (properly) before the living?

9 Better is what one seeth with the eyes

than the wandering'' of the desire : also this

is vanity and a torture of the spirit.

10 That which hath been is already called

by its name, and it is known that^ he is a

man ; and he is not able to contend with him
that is mightier than he.

11 For there are many things that increase

' Rashi, "God will testify for his joy of heart, that it

was to do good."
'' Rashi, " it is frequent among men."
' Philippson, "than to let the desire have free scope;"

explaining, " It is better to be satisfied with the attainable

than to unbridle the passions and to be at enmity with

mankind."
^ Philippson, "what a man is."

vanity; what advantage (cometh thence) for

man ?

12 For who knoweth what is good for

man in this life, the number of the days of

his vain life, that he should spend them as a

shadow? for who can tell a man what will

be after him under the sun?

CHAPTER VII.

1 A good name is better than precious oil

;

and the day of death better than the day of

one's birth.

2 It is better to go to the house of mourn-
ing than to go to the house of feasting; ina.s-

much as that is the end of all men; and let

the living lay it to his heart.

3 Better is vexation than laughing; for

through the sadness of the countenance the

heart is made better.

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of

mourning; but the heart of fools is in the

house of joy.

5 It is Ijetter to hear the rebuke of the

wise, than that a man should hear the song

of fools.

6 For as the crackling of thorns under a

pot, so is the laughter of the fool : also this is

vanity.

7 For (exercising) oppression maketh a

wise man mad; and bribery corrupteth the

heart."

8 Better is the end of a thing than the be-

ginning thereof: better is the patient in spirit

than the proud in spirit.

9 Be not rash in thy spirit to be angry;

for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.

10 Thou must not say, How was it that

the former days were Ijotter than these? for

it is not out of wisdom that thou askest con-

cerning this.

11 Wisdom is better than*^ an inheritance;

yea, preferable for those that see the snn f
12 For under the shadow*" of wisdom (a

man is equally well as) under the shadow of

money ; but the superior excellency of know-

• Rashi, "For contending (with a fool) maketh a wis©

man mad, and causeth the intelligence given (by God) to

be lost."

'
Di' "compared with," "more," as above ii. 16. Hcrs-

heimer, "wisdom is as good as an inheritance." Arn-

heim, "good with an," &c.
' i. e. Men who can look on the sun.

Meaning, "under the protection," &c.
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ledge is, tli;it wiKdom giveth life to him that

possessctli it.

13 ConsidtT (tlien) tlie work of God; for

wlio can make straight what he hath made
crooked ?

j

14 On the day of prosperity be happy, but

!

on the day of adversity look on; also this

hath God made in equal measure with the

other; to the end that man should not find

the least to censure' him.

15 All things have I seen in the days of

my vanity: there is many a righteous man
that perisheth in his righteousness, and there

is many a wicked man that liveth long in his

wickedness.

—

16 Be not righteous over much; neither

show thyself over wise: why wouldest thou

destroy thyself?

17 Be not wicked over much, and be no
fool: why wouldest thou die before thy time?

18 It is good that thou shouldest take hold

of this, and that also from this thou with-

draw thy hand ; for he that feareth God will

come Ibrth out of them all.''

19 Wisdom giveth more strength to the

wise than ten rulers which were in the city.

20 For no man is so righteous upon earth,

that he should do always good, and never

sin.

—

21 Also take no heed unto all words that

are spoken ; lest thou hear thy servant cursing

thee;

22 For oftentimes also doth thy own heart

know that thou thyself likewise hast cursed

others.

—

23 All this have I proved by wisdom: I

said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.

24 Far is what formerly was so, and what
was deep remaineth deep; who can find it out?

25 Then I turned myself about together

with my heart to know, and to search, and to

seek out wisdom, and experience," and to

know the wickedness of folly, and the foolish-

ness'' of madness;

26 And I find as more bitter than death

* Rashi. Philippson, "nothing beyond this."

^ Koheleth recommends avoiding extremes; to obey

God in all things,—not to be wiser and better than the

hiw.
° pSBTi "the account," "calculation," from aari "to

think;" hence the result of all this—the experience in

life.

'' Philippson. Herxheimcr, "wickedness, folly, foolish-

ness, and madness."
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the woman, whose heart is snares and nets,

and whose hands are Iwnds : he that is deemed
good before God will escape from her; but

the sinner will be caught by her.

27 Behold, this have I found, saith Kohe-
leth, (adding) one to the other, to find ex-

perience :

28 What my soul constantly sought, but

I found it not; one man among a thousand

did I find; but a woman among all these did

I not find.

29 Lo, this only did I find, that God hath

made man upright; but they have sought

for many sinful devices.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 Who is like the wise? and who knoweth
(as well) the explanation of a thing? a man's

wisdom enlighteneth his face, and the bold-

ness of his face will be lessened."

2 I (counsel thee). Keep the king's*^ com-
mand, and that which regardeth the oath

(to him taken) by God.

3 Be not hasty to go out of his presence;

engage not in an evil thing; for whatsoever

pleaseth him, can he do;

4 Because the word of a king is powerful

;

and who may say unto him, What doest

thou?—
5 Whoso keepeth the commandment will

experience no evil thing; and a wise man's

heart knoweth both time and the just conse-

quence.

6 Because for every pursuit there is time

and a just consequence; for the evil of man
(resteth) heavily upon him.^

7 For he knoweth not that which will be;

for who can tell him how it will be?

8 No man hath control over the spirit to

detain the spirit ; and there is no control over

the day of death; and there is no representa^

tive'' in that war; and wickedness will not

deliver those that practise it.

9 All this have I seen, and directed my
heart unto every work that is done under the

" Abcn Kzra explains that the truly wise bears humi-

lity, not arrogance, in his face.

' Ilashi refers King to God, the sovereign of all; "and
because of the oath we took at Horeb" (to God).

•Philippson; but Rashi, "when the evil of man is

great upon him;" for then the punishment follow.*.

Rashi, who explains, "It will not do to say, I will

scud my son or servant." Philipp.son, "there is no

escape." Aben Ezra, "no weapon availcth."
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sun: there is a time when one man ruleth

over another to his own injury.

10 Then also did I see the wicked buried,

who had gone to their rest; but those who
had acted correctly" had to go away from the

holy place, and were forgotten in the city:

also this is vanity.

11 Because the punishment against evil

deeds is not executed speedily, therefore is

the heart of the sons of men filled up in them
to do evil.

12 But let a sinner do evil a hundred
times, and (God) withhold long his punish-

ment from him, still do I truly know for cer-

tain that it will be well with those that fear

God, because they are afraid of him

;

13 And that it will not be well with the

wicked, who will not endure many days, like

the shadow; because he is not afraid of God.

14 There is a vanity which is done upon
the earth, that there are righteous men, unto

whom it happeneth in accordance with the

deeds of the wicked; again, there are wicked
men, to whom it happeneth in accordance

with the deeds of the righteous: I said that

this also is vanity.

15 Therefore do I praise joyfulness, that

there is nothing better for man under the sun,

than to eat, and to drink, and to be joyful;

for this will adhere to him in his toil, during

the days of his life which God hath given

him under the sun.

—

16 When I api)lied my heart to know wis-

dom, and to see the employment that is done
upon the earth ; how even neither by day nor

by night sleep is seen in the eyes of some men

:

17 Then did I see (in) the whole work of

God, that a man is not able to find out the

work that is done under the sun; inasmuch
as though a man were to toil to seek for it,

he will yet not find it ; and even if the wise

were to think to know it, he would yet not

be able to find it.

CHAPTER IX.

1 For all this did I reflect over*" in my
heart and to explain all this, that the right-

" Ahen Ezra; but Rashi, p with "so," "when they

had thus acted." ' Heb. "set to my heart."

° i. e. Whether this will result from his labour.—Piu-

LIPPSON.
^ The Kclib in3' would require this version: "For

who is exempt? all the living have hope."
6L

eous, and the wise, and their services, are in

the hand of God: that man knoweth neither

love nor hatred;"' it is all (ordained) before

them

;

2 Every thing as it is to happen to all

;

there is but one occurrence for the righteous,

and for the wicked; for the good and for the

clean, and for the unclean; and for him th.at

sacrificeth, and for him that sacrificeth not:

as is the good, so is the sinner; he that swear-

eth, as he that feareth an oath.

3 This is an evil among all things that are

done under the sun, that there is one occur-

rence for all, and that also the heart of the

sons of men is full of evil, and that madness
is in their heart while they live, and after

this they go to the dead.

4 For whoever is yet united** with all the

living hath still hope ; for a living dog fareth

better than a dead lion.

5 For the living know that they will die;

but the dead know not the least; nor have
they longer any reward ;° for their memory
is forgotten.

6 Also their love, and their hatred, and
their envy, are now already lost; and they

will have never more a portion in all that is

done under the sun.

7 Go, eat with joy thy bread, and drink

with a merry heart thy wine; if God have''

already received thy works in favour.

8 At all times let thy garments be white;

and let oil not be wanting on thy head.

9 Enjoy life with the wife whom thou

lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity,

which God hath given thee under the sun,

(yea,) all the days of thy vanity; for this is

thy portion in this life, and in thy toil with

which thou toilest under the sun.

10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do

with thy might, that do; for there is no

work, nor experience, nor knowledge, nor

Avisdom, in the nether world, whither thou

goest.''

—

111 turned about, and saw under the sun,

that the race is not to the swift, nor the bat-

tle to the mighty; and that also the wise

' Koholeth speaks here merely of earthly life, and the

reward of thi.s terminates with death. (See nest verse.)

' That is, if a man have acted to please God, he may
freely enjoy life. Others, " for God hath," &c.

» Ab man knows not what may come, let him fulfil all

duties accessiblo to him, regardless of the future.
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have no bread, nor yet the men of under-

standing riches, nor yet men of knowledge fa-

vour; but time and fate" will overtake them
all.

12 For man also knoweth not his time,

like the fislies that are caught in an evil net,

and like the birds that are caught in the

snare: like these are the sons of men en-

snared at an evil time, when it falleth upon
them suddenly.

13 Also in this manner have I seen wisdom
under the sun, and it seemed great unto me

:

14 There was a little city, and the men
therein were few; and there came against it

a great king, who enclosed it, and built

around it great works of siege;

15 But there was found in it a poor wise

man, and he delivered the city by his wis-

dom; yet no man had thought of that same
poor mail.

16 Then said I, Wisdom is better than
might; although the poor man's wisdom is

held in contempt, and his words are not

heard.

17 The words of wise men heard in quiet

are better than the cry of him that ruleth

among fools.

18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war;

but one sinner causeth much good to be lost.

CHAPTER X.

1 Dead flies cause the precious oil of the

apothecary to become stinking and foaming:
so doth a little folly him that is valued for

wisdom and honour.*'

2 The heart of a wise man is at his right

hand ; but the heart of a fool is at his left.

3 Yea also, on whatever way the fool

walketh, doth he lack proper sense," and he
saith to all that he is a fool.

4 If the spirit of the ruler rise up against

thee, leave not thy place; for submissiveness

causeth great offences to be avoided.''

' yiS "that which is to happen," or "fate," as it is a

divine decree, not " chance."
'' Abcn Ezra; but Kashi, "so is a little folly weightier

than wisdom and power," because it destroys both.
° Lit. "his heart."
* Lit. "to lie down." Jonathan, "cause to bo forgot-

ten."
° Aben Ezra; but Rashi, "will be made warm there-

by;" because po, in the sense of "endanger," is only
found in the Aramaic, but not in the Hebrew, unless

here.
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5 There is an evil which I have seen un-

der the sun, like an error which proceedeth
from the ruler:

G Folly is set in great high places, and
the rich sit in lowness.

7 I have seen ser\'ants on horses, and
princes walking like servants upon the

ground.

—

8 He that diggeth a pit will tall into it;

and him who breaketh down a fence, a ser-

pent will bite him.

9 Whoso removeth stones will be hurt

through them; and he that cleaveth wood
will be endangered" thereby.

10 If the iron be blunt, and man do not

Avhet the edge, then must he exert more
strength; but the advantage of making it

properly sharp is wi.sdom.

11 If the serpent do bite because no one
uttered a charm, then hath the man that can
use his tongue (in channing) no preference.

—

12 The words of a wise man's mouth
(bring) grace; but the lips of a fool will de-

stroy himself

13 The beginning of the words of his

mouth is foolishness; and the last that com-
eth out of his mouth is evil-bringing madness.

14 The fool also multiplieth words; (but)

a man cannot know what is to be; and what
is to be after him, who can tell him?

15 The toil of the foolish will weary every

one of them, because he knoweth not how to

go to the city.^

16 Wo to thee, land, when thy king is

lowminded,^ and when thy princes eat in

the morning!''

17 Happy art thou, land, when thy king

is noble-spirited, and thy princes eat in pro-

per time, for strengthening, and not for glut-

tony !'

18 Through slothful hands'' the rafters will

sink ; and through idleness of the hands the

house will become leak}'.

' I. e. He goes a roundabout way, and hence become?

wearied, while the wise finds out the shortest road in all

pursuits of life.

" Lit. "a lad;" here, one who is satisfied with low pur-

suits.

^ "Eating and drinking in the morning is odious to the

orientals, who eat little in the morning, and take their

principal meal toward evening." (See Isa. v. 11.)

—

PniuiTsoN.
' Lit. "drinking."
' Aben Ezra.
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19 For gay pleasure they prepare a feast,

and wine is to make the living joyful; but

money procureth" all things.

20 Even in thy thought thou must not

curse a king; and in thy bed-chambers do
not curse the rich ; for a bird of the air can
carry the sound, and that which hath wings
can tell the word.

CHAPTER XI.

1 Cast thy bread upon the face of the

waters;'' for after many days wilt thou

find it again.

2 Give a portion to seven, and also to

eight; for thou knowest not what evil may
come upon the earth.

—

3 If the clouds be full of rain, they will

empty it out upon the earth ; and if the tree

fall toward the south, or toward the north, on
the place where the tree falleth, there will it

remain.

4 He that watcheth the wind will not sow

;

and he that gazeth on the clouds will not

reap.

5 As thou knowest not which is the way
of the wind, as little as what is enclosed in

the Avomb of her that is with child : even so

thou canst not know the works of God who
maketh all.

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the

evening let not thy hand rest ; for thou know-
est not which will succeed, Avhether this or

that, or whether both of them will be alike

good.

7 Truly the light is sweet, and it is a plea^

sant thing for the eyes to see the sun;

8 For if a man live (even) many years,

let him rejoice in them all; and let him re-

* Lit. "answereth."
* i. e. Do acts of kindness, thougli there appears no ad-

vantage to thyself; be kind also to many—literally, seven

and eight, an indefinite number.
' Both llashi and Aben Ezra interpret this verse in this

way: "Sec what the end will be, if thou follow the incli-

nation of the heart; since punishment will thence result."

Otherwise it may mean, that man should well take heed

to regulate his conduct by the divine will, and not follow

blindly his heart and eyes, (Num. xv. 39;) as otherwise

he will meet the punishment duo to transgression.
' The keepers, "the watchmen," arc supposed by some

to signify the hands,—Jonathan, "the ribs;" "the men of

might," "the legs;" "the grinders," the "teeth;" "the

lookers-out," "the e5'es;" "the two doors," "the lips;"

"the mill," "the mouth,"—but Rashi, the "stomach:"

"the daughters of song," explains Ra.shi, "when all the

member the days of darkness ; for they will

be many ; all that cometh is A'anity.

9 Rejoice," O young man, in thy childhood

;

and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of

thy youthful A-igour, and Avalk firmly in the

ways of thy heart, and in (the direction

which) thy eyes see; but know thou that

concerning all these things God Avill bring

thee into judgment.
10 And remove vexation from thy heart,

and cause evil to pass aAA'ay from thy body;
for childhood and the time Avhen the head is

black are vanity.

CHAPTER XII.

1 But remember also thy Creator in the

days of thy youthful A^gour, Avhile the evil

days are not yet come, nor those j-ears draAV

nigh of Avhich thou Avilt say, I have no plea-

sure in them;
2 While the sun, and the light, and the

moon, and the stars, are not yet darkened, and
the clouds not return agam after the rain

;

3 On the day Avhen the Avatchmen'^ of the

house Avill tremble, and the men of might
Avill bend themseh'es, and the grinders stand

idle because they are become few, and those

be darkened that look through the AA'indows;

4 And Avhen the tAA-o doors on the streets

Avill be locked, while the sound of the mill

becometh dull, and man riseth up" at the

A'oice of the bird, and all the daughters of

song are brought Ioav
;

5 Also Avhen men Avill be afraid of CA'ery

elevation, and are terrified on every AA-ay, and
the almond-tree Avill refuse (its blossom), "^ and
the locust will drag itself sloAvly along, and
the desire Avill gainsay compliance; because

song of singers appears dull in his ears,"—Philippson,
" the several notes become unintelligible."

' Philippson, "and the voice of man rise to shrillness,

like the voice of a bird."
' Aben p]zra. Rashi, "will blossom," which he ex-

plains, " that old age will suddenly overtake him, as the

almond-tree blos.someth before other trees." Others, as ex-

pressing the whiteness of the head, like the almond-trce

when covered with blossoms. Philippson takes it as an

image of wakefulness, which is man's in the vigour of

life, as also the general activity which characterizes the

young man, which ceases when he gets old. "The lo-

cust" is emblematic of the ease and readiness with which

the strong man labours; whereas in age this activity be-

comes less and less, as though the locust, otherwise so

nimble, had to drag its light weight as a burden. Redak
renders, "when the locust even becometh burdensome."
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man goeth to his eternal home, and the

mourners go about the streets;

6 While the silver cord" is not yet torn

loose, and the golden bowl is not crushed,

and the pitcher is not broken at the fountain,

and the wheel is not crushed at the cistern

;

7 When the dust will return to the earth

as it was; and the spirit will return unto

God who gave it.

—

8 Vanity of vanities, saith Koheleth: all

is vanity.

—

9 And in addition to this that Koheleth
was wise, he continually also taught the peo-

ple knowledge, and he probed, and searched

out, and composed many proverbs.

10 Koheleth sought to find out accept-

able words ; and that which would be written

down uprightly, even words of truth.

11 The words of the wise are like goads,

and like nails fastened (are the words of) the

men of the assemblies,*" which are given by
one shepherd.

12 But more than all these, my son, take

warning for thyself:" the making of many
books would have no end ; and much preach-

ing is a weariness of the flesh.

13 The end of the matter is, let us hear

the whole:** Fear God, and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole (duty of)

man.
14 For every deed will God bring into

the judgment concerning every thing that

hath been hidden, whether it be good, or

whether it be bad.

[13 The end of the matter is, let us

hear the whole: Fear God, and keep his

commandments; for this is the whole (duty

of) man.]

THE BOOK OF ESTHER,

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ And it came to pass in the days of

Achashverosh, of the same Achashverosh
who reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia,

over a hundred and seven and twenty pro-

vinces,

2 In those days, when this king Achash-
verosh was sitting on the throne of his

kingdom, which was in Shushan the capi-

tal,'

3 That, in the third year of his reign, he

* This is, as Philippson well observes, a description of

the body in general, not necessarily, as some suppose, the

spinal marrow, &c.
''

i'. e. The assemblies of the learned. (Sec Prov. xxv. 1.)

° Ilashi; meaning, a man should be more on his guard

than even is recommended directly in the words of the

wise; for all cannot be written, and too much ntudi/ (as

he renders jnb) would give more weariness than man
could bear; but at the end it is requisite a man should

obey God in all, (yri\ai as "to be obeyed,") and observe

the commandincntxS. Aben Ezra, "take care not to make
or purclia.se many books."

* Meaning, "Let us sum up all and hear what it is."
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made a feast unto all his princes and his ser-

vants, the army of Persia' and Media, the

noljles and the princes of the provinces who
were near him:

4 When he showed the riches and the

glory of his kingdom, and the brilliance (and)

the splendour of his greatness, during many
days, a hundred and eighty days.

5 And when these da^-s were completed,

the king made unto all the people that were
found in Shushan the capital, unto every one,

from the great even to the small, a feast of

Others, "All is understood (to be): Fear God," &c. I

would merelj' remark, that though the sense of this chap-

ter is nowise difficult to ascertain, the particular phrases

are full of difficulties. The whole book is a calm view of

life; and Koheleth admonishes, that as all is so unsatisfae-

torj-, no pursuit certain of success, and as man is account-

able, it becomes his duty to obey God unhesitatingly, for

herein lies all our hope of happiness; "this is the whole

man," since the greatest success and the longest life will

not exempt us from punishment.
" Lit. "the palace" or "temple;" here, the city where

the winter residence of the Persian kings was.

' Hcb. "Parass and Madai.
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seven days, in the court of the garden of the

king's palace;

6 (Whore were) white,' green, and blue

(hangings), fastened with cords of fine linen

and purple, on rollers of silver and pillars of

marble; couches of gold and silver, upon a

paAement of green, and white, and yellow,

and black marble.

7 And they gave them to drink in vessels

of gold,—the vessels being divei'se one from
the other,—and the royal wine was in abun-

dance, according to the ability'' of the

king.

8 And the drinking was, according to the

(king's) order, Avithout compulsion ; for so had
the king enjoined on all the officers of his

house, to do according to the pleasure of

every man.
9 ^ Also Vashti the queen made a feast

for the women, in the royal house which be-

longed to king Achashverosh.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of

the king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuman, Biztha, Charbona, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass, the seven

chamberlains that served in the presence of

king Achashverosh,
11 To bring Vashti the queen before the

king (ornamented) with the royal crown, to

show the people and the princes her beauty;

for she was handsome in appearance.

12 But queen Vashti refused to come at

the word of the king brought by the hand
of the chamberlains; and the king was very

wroth, and his fury burnt in him.

1-3 ^ Then said the king to the wise men,
who knew (the occurrences of) the times, for

so (came) every affair of the king before all

acquainted with law and state institutions;

14 And those next unto him were Car-

shena, Shethar, Admatha, Tharshish, Meress,

Marsena, and Memuchan, the seven princes

of Persia and Media, who could see (at all

times) the king's fiice, who sat in the first

rank in the kingdom:
15 AVhat should according to law be done

with queen Vashti; because she had not

' Philippson, " Hangings of white linen, cotton, and
blue woollen stuffs were suspended with cords of byssus

and purple on silver rings and marble columns; divans

of gold and silver brocade, on a pavement of alabaster

and marble and bright stone and black marble." Others,

"mother of pearl and tortoise shell."

fulfilled the order of king Achashverosh by
the hand of the chamberlains?

16 ^ Then said Memuchan before the king

and the princes, Not against the king alone

hath Vashti the queen done wrong, but also

against all the princes, and against all the

people that are in all the provinces of king

Achashverosh.

17 For the conduct of the queen will go
abroad unto all the women, so that the}- will

despise their husbands in their eyes, when it

shall be reported,'' King Achashverosh ordered

Vashti the queen to be brought into his pre-

sence, but she came not.

18 And even this day will the ladies of

Persia and Media, who have heard of the

conduct of the queen, say this unto all the

princes of the king; and there will arise too

much contempt and quarrel.*

19 If it please the king, let there go forth

a royal order from him, and let it be written

'

among the laws of the Persians and the

Medes, that no one transgress it," That
Vashti come no more before king Achash-
verosh; and let the king give her royal

dignity unto another that is better than
she.

20 And when the king's decree which he
will make shall be published throughout all

his empire, however great it is, all the wives

will show respect to their husbands, unto

every one, from the great even to the small.

21 And the speech was pleasing in the

eyes of the king and of the princes; and the

king did according to the speech of Memu-
chan.

22 And he .sent letters unto all the pro-

vinces of the king, unto every province ac-

cording to its writing, and to every people

according to its language, that every man
should bear rule in his own house, however'

he may speak according to the language of

his people.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ After these events, when the fury of

king Achashverosh was appeased, he remem-

Philippson, "manner;" (and so in ii. 18.)

Others, "because they will say."

Lit. "wrath;" here, what excites it, domestic quar-

rels.

" Aben Ezra, "that it be not abolished."
' Rashi, "and make her speak in the language," &c.
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bercd Vashti, and what she had done, and

what had been decreed concerning her.

2 Then said the king's young men, his

servants, Let there be sought for the king

virgins handsome in appearance;

3 And let the king appoint officers in all

the provinces of his kingdom, that they may
gather together all the .young virgins hand-

some in appearance mito Shushan the capital,

into the house of the women, under the cus-

tody of Heg6 the king's chamberlain," the

keeper of the women; and let them give

them their customary anointings;

4 And let the maiden who may be pleas-

ing in the eyes of the king become queen in-

stead of Vashti ; and the speech was pleasing

in the eyes of the king, and he did so.

5 T[ There was a certain Jew in Shushan
the capital, whose name was Mordecai, the

son of Ya'ir, the son of Shim'i, the son of

Kish, a Benjamite;

6 Who had been carried away into exile

from Jerusalem with the exiled who had
been exiled with Jeconyah, the king of Judah,
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
had carried into exile.

7 And he had brought up Hadassah, that

is Esther, the daughter of his uncle; for she

had neither father nor mother, and the

maiden was beautiful in form and handsome
in appearance; and when her father and
mother were dead, Mordecai had taken her

to himself as a daughter.

8 And it came to pass, when the king's

order and his decree were heard, and when
many maidens were brought together unto
Shushan the capital, under the custody of

Hcgai, that Esther also was brought unto

the king's house, under the custody of Hegai,

the keeper of the women.
9 And the maiden was pleasing in his

eyes, and she obtained favour before him;
and he made haste to give her her anoint-

ings, \vith her presents, and the seven maid-

ens, who were selected to be given her, out

of the king's house: and he preferred her

and her maidens with the best things in the

house of the women.
10 Esther told nothing of her people nor

ofher descent; for Mordecai had charged her

that she should not tell.

' More properly, "eunuch."

11 And day by day did Mordecai walk be-

fore the court of the house of women, to a.s-

certain the well-being of Esther, and what
would be done with her.

12 And when the turn of every maiden
was come to go in unto king -Achashve-

rosh, at the expiration (of the time) that she

had been treated according to the custom of

the women, twelve months; for so were the

days of their anointings accomplished, six

months with the oil of myrrh, and six months
with sweet odours, and with other ointments

of the women

;

1-3 And thus came the maiden unto the

king; (and) whatsoever she asked for was
given her to go with her out of the house

of the women as far as the house of the

king.

14 In the evening she went, and in the

morning she returned unto the second house

of the women, to the custody of Sha'ashgaz,

the king's chamberlain, the keeper of the

concubines; she used not to come again unto

the king, except the king desired for her, and
she was called by name.

15 And when the turn of Esther, the

daughter of Abicha3-il, the uncle of Mordecai,

who had taken her to himself as a daughter,

was come to go in unto the king, she i-equired

nothing but what Hegai the king's chamber-
lain, the keeper of the women, said; and
Esther obtained grace in the eyes of all those

that beheld her.

IG And Esther was taken unto king Ach-
ashverosh unto his royal house in the tenth

month, which is the month Tebeth, in the

seventh year of his reign.

17 And the king loved Esther above all

the women, and she obtained grace and favour

before him more than all the virgins; and he

placed the ro^al crown upon her head, and
made her (jueen instead of Va.'^hti.

18 And the king made a great feast unto

all his princes and his servants, the feast of

Esther; and he made a release of taxes to

the provinces, and gave presents, according

to the ability of the king.

10 And when virgins were gathered toge-

ther the second time, then was Mordecai sit-

ting in the king's gate.

20 (But) EsHier had not yet told of her

descent nor her people; as Mordecai had
charged her; and Esther did the order of
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Mordecai, equally as when she was under his

guardianship.

21 ^ In those days, while Mordecai was sit-

ting in the Icing's gate, Bigthan and Theresh,

two chamberlains of the king, of those who
kept the door, became wroth, and sought to

lay (their) hand on king Achashverosh.
22 And the thing became known to Mor-

decai, and he told it unto Esther the queen;
and Esther said it to the king in the name
of Mordecai.

23 And the thing was inquired into and
found true; and they were both of them
hanged on a gallows;" and it was written in

the book of chronicles before the king.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ After these events did kmg Achashve-
rosh make great Haman the son of Hamme-
datha the Agagite, and he advanced him;
and he placed his seat above that of all the

princes that were with him.

2 And all the king's servants, that wei'e in

the king's gate, bent the knee and prostrated

themselves to Haman; for so had the king
commanded concerning him; but Mordecai
bent not the knee nor prostrated himself.

3 Then said the king's servants, who were
in the king's gate, unto Mordecai, Why trans-

gressest thou the king's command?
4 Now it came to pass, when they spoke

unto him day by day, and he hearkened not

unto them, that they told it to Haman, to see

whether the words of Mordecai would be able

to stand ; for he had told them that he was a

Jew.
5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai

bent not the knee, nor prosti'ated himself to

him, Haman became full of fury.

But it appeared too contemptible in his

eyes to lay his hand on Mordecai alone ; for

they had told him of the people of Mordecai

;

therefore Haman sought to destroy all the

Jews that were throughout all the kingdom
of Achashverosh, the people of Mordecai.

7 In the first month, that is the month
Nissan, in the twelfth year of king Achash-
verosh, some one cast the Pur,*" that is, the

' Lit. "tree," or "wood." Arnheim, "pole."
'' According to heathen customs, he resorted to this

method, as a species of divination, to discover the month
and day when it would be most propitious to attempt the

destruction of the hated people.

lot, before Haman from day to day, and from
month (to month), to the twelfth month,
which is the month Adar.

8 ^ Then said Haman unto king Achashve-
rosh, There is one people scattered yet sepa-

rate" among the nations in all the provinces

of thy kingdom ; and their laws are different

from those of every people; while they do
not execute the laws of the king; and it is

no profit for the king to tolerate them.''

9 If it be pleasing to the king, let (a de-

cree) be written to destroy them; and ten

thousand talents of silver will I weigh" out
into the hands of those that have the charge
of the business, to bring (the same) into the

king's treasuries.

10 And the king drew his signet-ring from
off his hand, and gave it unto Haman the

son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the adver-

sary of the Jews.

11 And the king said unto Haman, The
silver is given to thee, that people also, to do
therewith as it seemeth good in thy eyes.

12 Then were called the king's scribes in

the first month on the thirteenth day there-

of, and there was written all just as Haman
had commanded unto the king's lieutenants,

and to the governors that were over every
province, and to the princes of every people,

to every province according to its writing,

and to every people according to its language

;

in the name of king Achashverosli was it

written, and it was sealed with the king's

signet-ring.

13 And the letters were sent by the riui-

ners unto all the king's provinces, to destroy,

to kill, and to exterminate all the Jews, from
young to old, little ones and women, on one
day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, which is the month Adar, and to

plunder their property as spoil.

14 A copy of the writing, to be given out

as a law in evei'y province, was published

unto all the nations, that they might be ready
against that day.

15 The runners went out with all speed

with the king's decree, and the law was given

out in Shushan the capital ; and the king and

° Philippson. Others, "and dispersed."
'' Philippson, "to leave them at rest."

° This term is equivalent to "paying;" but as largo

sums are generally transferred by weight, it is preferred

to the more minute expression of "counting out.
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Hainan sat down to drink; but the city of

Shuslian was perplexed.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ When Mordecai ascertained all that

had been done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and
])ut on sackcloth (strewed) with ashes, and
went out into the midst of the city, and cried

with a loud and a bitter cry;

2 And thus he came up to the front of the

king's gate; for none dared to enter into the

king's gate clothed with sackcloth.

'd And in each and every province, in

every place whither the king's decree and his

law had reached, there was great mourning
for the Jews, Avith fasting, and weeping, and
wailing; and a sackcloth (strewed) with
ashes became the bed of the great."

4 Then came the maidens of Esther with
her chamberlains and told it her; and the

queen was exceedingly terrified ; and she sent

garments to clothe Mordecai, and to remove
his sackcloth from him; but he accepted

them not.

o Then called Esther for Hatach, one of

the king's chamberlains, whom he had ap-

pointed to attend upon her,'' and gave him a

charge for Mordecai to know what this was,

and why this was.

G So Ilatach went forth to Mordecai unto
the street of the city, which was before the

king's gate.

7 And Mordecai told him all that had hap-
pened unto him, and of the fixed sum of

money which Haman had promised to weigh
out into the treasuries of the king for the

Jews, to destroy them.

8 Also the copy of the writing of the law
that had been given out at Shushan to

destroy them he gave to him, to show it

unto Esther, and to tell her (all), and to

charge her that she should go in unto the

king, to make supplication unto him, and to

present a request before him for her people.

9 And Hatach came and told Esther the

words of Mordecai.

10 And Esther said unto Hatach, and gave
him a charge unto Mordecai,

11 All the king's .servants, and the people

* Anilieim. Others, "many put on," or "laid thcm-
»elvc3 in sackcloth with ashes."

^ Lit. "whom he had caused to stand before her."
• Arnhcim renders, "For I am lost in cither case,"
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of the king's provinces, do know, that every
one, whether man or woman, who should

come unto the king into the inner court, who
is not called, there is but one law for him, to

put him to death, except the one to whom
the king should hold out the golden sceptre,

for he Avill be suffered to live; but I have not

been called to come in unto the king these

thirty daj-s.

12 And they told Mordecai the words of

Esther.

13 Then said Mordecai to bring this an-

swer back to Esther, Imagine not in thy soul

to be able to escape in the king's house out

of all the Jews.

14 For if thou do indeed maintain silence

at this time, enlargement and deliverance

will arise to the Jews from another place;

but thou and thy father's house will perish;

and who knoweth whether thou hast not for

a time like this attained to the roj-al dignit}^?

15 Then said Esther to bring this answer
back to Mordecai,

10 Go, assemble together all the Jews who
are now present in Shushan. and fast ye for

me, so that ye neither eat nor drink three

days, either night or day; also I myself with

my maidens will fast in like manner; and
then will I go in unto the king, which is not

according to the law; and if I then perish, I

perish."

17 And Mordecai went about, and did in

accordance with all that Esther had charged
him.

CHAPTER V.

1 And it came to pass on the third day,

that Esther put on her royal apparel, and
placed herself in the inner court of the king's

house, opposite the king's a])artment;'' and
the king was sitting upon his royal throne

in the royal apartment, opposite to the en-

trance of the house.

2 And it happened, when the king saw
Esther the queen standing in the court, that

she obtained grace in his eyes; and the king

held out to Esther the golden sceptre that

was in his hand; and Esther drew near, and
touched the top of the sceptre.

and explains: "For if I pretermit the death-bringing ap-

proach of the king, and the destruction overtake* my
people, then will I also not live."

'' Arnhcim. Lit. "houso."
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3 Then said the king unto her. What wilt

thou, queen Esther? and what is thy request?

if it be equal to half* of the kingdom it shall

still be given thee.

4 And Esther said, If it seem good unto
the king, let the king and Haman come this

day unto the banquet which I have prepared

for him.
•5 Then said the king, Bring Haman quick-

ly hither to fulfil the word of Esther; so

came the king with Haman to the banquet
which Esther had prepared.

6 And the king said unto Esther at the

banquet of wine, What is thy petition? and
it shall be granted thee; and what is thy re-

quest? even if it be equal to half of the king-

dom, it shall still be done.

7 Then answered Esther, and said, My
petition and ni}- request are,

8 If I have found grace in the e3'es of the

king, and if it please the king to grant my
petition, and to fulfill my request, tliat the

king may come with Plaman to the banquet
which I \vi\\ prepare for them, and to-morrow
will I do according to the word of the king.

9 And Haman went forth on that day joy-

ful and with a glad heart; but when Haman
saw Mordecai in the king's gate, who did not

rise up, nor move out of the way for him,

then was Haman filled against Mordecai
with fury.

10 Nevertheless Haman restrained him-
self, and went to his house ; he then sent and
had his friends brought in with Zeresh his

wife.

11 And Haman recounted to them the

glory of his riches, and the multitude of his

children, and all the things wherein the king

had made him great, and how he had ad-

vanced him above the princes and the ser-

vants of the king.

12 And Haman said (farther). Yea, Esther

tlie queen did not let any one come in with

the king unto the banquet that she had pre-

pared but myself; and also for to-morrow am
I invited unto her with the king.

13 Yet all this profiteth me nothing, every*"

* An assurance and encouragement for her to ask, since

she could scarcely think of dcnianding a favour which

could at all equal the extent offered her by the king.

The more admirable is the prudence of Esther, who said

that only on the morrow would she make use of the gra-

cious permission.

6 SI

time that I see Mordecai the Jew sitting in

the king's gate.

14 Then said unto him Zeresh his wife

with all his friends. Let them make a gallows

of fifty cubits high, and in the morning speak

unto the king that they may hang Mordecai
thereon; and then go thou in with the king

unto the banquet joyfully; and tlie thing

pleased Haman; and he had the gallows

made.

CHAPTER VI.

1 T[ In that night sleep fled from the king,

and he ordered to bring in the lx)ok of the

memorable events of the chronicles; and they
were read before the king.

2 And it was found written, that Mordecai
had told of Bigthana and Theresh, two cham-
berlains of the king, of tho.se w'ho kept the

door, who had sought to lay (their) hand on
king Achashverosh.

3 And the king said, What honour and
distinction have been done to Mordecai for

this? then said the king's young men, his ser-

vants, There hath nothing been done with

him.

4 And the king said, Who is in the court?

Now Haman was come into the outer court

of the king's house, to say unto the king to

hang Mordecai on the gallows which he had
prepared for him.

5 And the king's young men said unto him,

Behold, Haman is standing in the court ; and
the king said, Let him come in.

6 So Haman came in; and the king said

unto him. What shall be done with the man
whom the king desireth to honour? And
Haman said in his heart. To whom would
the king desire to do honour more than to

myself?

7 Haman therefore said to the king, (For)

the man whom the king desireth to honour,

8 Let them bring a royal apparel which
the king hath worn," and a horse on which
the king hath ridden, and let there be placed

a ro3"al crown on his head.

9 And let the apparel and the horse be

'' Arnheim. Others, "so long as I see."

' Arnheim, after Jonathan, renders this: "The apparel

which the king wore, and the horse on which he rode

when the royal crown was placed on his head." Aben
Ezra thinks that the crown was to be put on the horse's

head.
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priven into the liand of one of the king's

princes, of the most noble, that they may
array the man Avhom the king desireth to

honour, and let them cause him to ride on
the horse through the streets of the cit}', and
proclaim before him. Thus shall be done to

the man whom the king desireth to honour.

10 Then said the king to Haman, Make
haste, take the apparel and the horse, as thou
hast spoken, and do thus to Mordecai the
Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: leave

out nothing of all that thou hast spoken.

11 And Haman then took the apparel and
the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and caused
him to ride through the streets of the city,

and proclaimed before him. Thus shall be
done unto the man whom the king desireth

to honour.

12 And Mordecai thereupon returned to

the king's gate; but Haman hastened to his

liouse mourning, and having his head covered.

13 And Haman related to Zeresh his wife

and to all his friends all that had befallen

him ; then said unto him his wise men and
Zeresh his wife, If Mordecai, before whom
thou hast begun to fall, be of the seed of the

Jews, thou wilt not prevail against him, but
thou wilt surely fall before him.

14 They were yet speaking with him,
Avhen the king's chamberlains arrived, and
they hastened to bring Haman unto the ban-
quet which Esther had prepared.

CHAPTER VII.

1 And the king came with Haman to drink
with Esther the queen.

2 And the king said unto Esther also on
the second day at the banquet of wine. What
is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be
granted thee: and what is thy recjuest? even
if it be equal to half the kingdom, it shall

still be done.

3 Then answered Esther the queen and
said. If I have found grace in thy eyes,

king, and if it be pleasing unto the king, let

my life be given me at my petition, and my
people at my request;

4 For we have been sold, I and my people,

to be destroyed, to be slain and to be exter-

minated; and if we had been only sold for

bondmen and bondwomen, I would have re-

• Raabi. Philippson, " makcth no compensation for," &o.

mained silent; for the adversary regardeth*

not the damage of the king.

5 ^ Then spoke king Achashverosh and
said unto Esther the queen, Who is this, and
where is he, whose heart hath emboldened
him to do so?

6 And Esther said. An adversary, and ini-

mical man, this wicked Haman ; then became
Haman terrified before the king and the

queen.

7 And the king arose in his fury from the

banquet of wine, and went into the palace-

garden; and Haman remained'' behind to

make request for his life of Esther the queen

;

for he saw that there was evil fully deter-

mined against him by the king.

8 And when the king returned out of the

palace-garden into the apartment of the ban-

quet of wine, Haman was fallen upon the

couch whereon Esther was; then said the

king. Will he even do violence to the queen
before me in the house? The word had just

come out of the king's mouth, when they

covered Haman's face.

9 Then said Charbonah, one of the cham-
berlains, before the king, Behold, there is also

the gallows, Avliich Haman hath had made
for Mordecai, who hath spoken well for the

king, standing in the house of Haman, iilty

cubits high. And the king said, Hang him
thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows

which he had prepared for Mordecai, and the

fury of the king was appeased.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 T[ On that day did king Achashverosh
give the house of Haman the adversary of

the Jews unto Esther the (jueen; and Mor-

decai came before the king; for Esther had
told what he was unto her.

2 And the king took ofi" his signet-ring

which he had taken away from Haman, and

gave it unto Mordecai ; and Esther appointed

Mordecai over the house of Haman.
3 ^[ And Esther sjjoke again before the

king, and fell down at his feet, and wept, and
besought him to do away the evil of Haman
the Agagito, and his device which he had de-

vised against the Jews.

4 And the king held out toward Esther

" Others, "stood up."
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the golden sceptre; and Esther arose, and
stood up before the king;

5 And she said, If it be pleasing to the

king, and if I have found grace before him,

and the thing seem proper before the king,

and I be pleasmg in his eyes, let it be written

to recall the letters, the device of Haman the

son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he

hath written to exterminate the Jews who
are in all the provinces of the king.

G For how could I endure to look on the

evil that is to befall my people? and how
could I endure to look on the extermination

of my kindred?

7 ^ Then said king Achashverosh unto

Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew,
Behold, the house of Haman have I given to

Esther, and him have they hanged on the

gallows, because he had stretched out his

hand against the Jews.

8 But ye'' write yourselves concerning the

Jews, as it may be good in your eyes, in the

king's name, and seal it with the king's sig-

net-ring; for a writing which is written in

the king's name, and sealed with the king's

signet'dng, cannot be recalled.

9 Then were called the king's scribes at

that time in the third month, that is, the

month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day
thereof; and it was written all just as Mor-
decai commanded to the Jews, and to the

lieutenants, and the govei'noi's and the princes

of the provinces who were from India unto

Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-seven pro-

vinces, unto every province according to its

writing, and unto every people according to

its language, and to the Jews according to

their writing, and according to their language.

10 And he wrote in the name of king
Achashverosh, and sealed it with the king's

signet-ring, and he sent letters through means
of the swift'' messengers on horseback, and
riders on mules, camels, and young dromeda-
ries :"

11 That the king had granted to the Jews
who were in every city to gather themselves

• In the commentary to the hook of Esther, by Aaron
Halle Wolfsohn, this is thus explained: "All that is in

my power to do I have done ; Haman has been punished,

and I have thus shown my abhorrence of the crime which
he meditated. But as the laws of Persia cannot be re-

pealed, you shall be authorized by a decree equal to the

former to protect yourselves again.st the malignity of your

together, and to stand forward for their life,

to destroy, to slay, and to exterminate all the

military strength of the people and province

that would assault them, both little ones and
women, and to plunder their property as

spoil,

12 On one day in all the provinces of king

Achashverosh, on the thirteenth day of the

twelfth month, which is the month Adar.

13 A copy of the writing to be given out

as a law in every province, was published

unto all nations, and that the Jews should be

ready against that day to avenge themselves

on their enemies.

14 The swift messengers that rode upon
mules and camels went out, being hastened

and hurried forward with the command of

the king; and the law was given out at Shu-

shan the capital.

15 ][ And Mordecai went out from the

presence of the king in a royal apparel of

blue and white, and with a great crown of

gold, and with a cloak of fine linen and pur-

ple; and the city of Shushan was glad and
joyful.

16 For the Jews there was light, with joy

and gladness, and honour.

17 And in every province, and in every

city, whithersoever the king's command
reached with his law, there were joy and
gladness for the Jews, entertainments and
a feast-day; and many of the people of the

land became Jews ; for the dread of the Jews
had fallen upon them.

CHAPTER IX.

1 And in the twelfth month, that is, the

month Adar, on the thirteenth day there-

of, when the king's command with his law
drew near to be put in execution, on the day
that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to

have power over them, which had been

changed nevertheless, so that the Jews had
power over those that hated them,

2 The JcAvs assembled together in their

cities, throughout all the provinces of king

adversaries, by putting to death every one from whom
you may apprehend any danger." This view will also

account for the destruction of their enemies by the Jews,

while they touched none of their property.

" Lit. "runners."
° Arnheim, "riders on dromedaries, (or swift horses,)

mules, the children of mares."
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Achashverosh, to stretch out their hand

against those that had sought their injury;

and no man could keep standing before them

;

for the dread of them had fallen upon all the

nations.

3 And all the rulers of the provinces, and

the lieutenants, and the governors, and the

superintendents of the affairs of the king,

elevated the Jews ; because the dread of Mor-

decai had fallen upon them.

4 For Mordecai was great in the king's

house, and his fame went throughout all the

provinces; for the man Mordecai became

greater and greater.

5 And the Jews smote all their enemies"

with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter,

and extermination ; and they acted with those

that hated them according to their pleasure.

6 And in Shushan the capital the Jews
slew and exterminated five hundred men.

7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and

Aspatha,
8 And Poratha, and Adalya, and Aridatha,

9 And Parmashtha, and Arissai, and Ari-

dai, and Vayzatha,

10 The ten sons of Haman the son of

Hammedatha, the adversary of the Jews, did

they slay; but to the spoil did they not

stretch forth their hand.

11 On that same day came the number of

tho.se that were slain in Shushan the capital

before the king.

12 Then said the king unto Esther the

queen, In Shushan the capital have the Jews
slain and exterminated five hundred men, and

the ten sons of Ilaman ; what have they done

in the rest of the king's provinces? now what
is thy petition? and it .shall be granted thee;

and what is thy request farther? and it shall

be done.

13 Then said Esther, If it please the king,

let it to-morrow also be granted to the Jews

who are in Shushan to do according to the

haw of this day, and let the ten sons of Ila-

man be hanged on the gallows.

' It must not be supposed that this was indiscriminate

slaughter of all against whom the Jews had conceived ha-

tred, but it only says that those perished who had actually

been prepared to exterminate the Jews. Sec also iii. 11, and

compare with ix. 16, where it says, "and stood forward for

their life." Philippson correctly remarks, that though the

number of the slaughtered enemies only is given, it is high-

ly probablo that many Jews also perished in this internal

warfare which thus occurred in the Persian kingdom.
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14 And the king ordered that it should be
done so; and the law was given out at Shu-
shan; and the ten sons of Haman were
hanged.

15 And the Jews that were in Shushan as-

sembled together also on the fourteenth day
of the month Adar, and slew at Shushan
three hundred men ; but to the spoil they did

not stretch forth their hand.

16 And the remaining Jews that Avere in

the king's provinces assembled together, and
stood forward for their life, and procured rest

from their enemies, and slew of those that

hated them seventy and five thousand; but

to the spoil did they not stretch forth their

hand,

17 On the thirteenth day of the month
Adar, and they rested on the fourteenth day
thereof, and made it a day of entertainment

and joy.

18 But the Jews that were at Shushan as-

sembled together on the thirteenth day there-

of, and on the fourteenth thereof, and rested

on the fifteenth thereof, and made it a day
of entertainment and joy.

19 Therefore do the Jews of the villages,

that dwell in the unwalled towns, make the

fourteenth day of the month Adar as one of

jo}^ and entertainment, and a feast-day, and
of sending portions'* one to another.

20 And Mordecai wrote down these events;

and he sent letters unto all the Jews that

were in all the provinces of the king Achash-

verosh, those nigh and those far awa}^,

21 To take it on themselves as a duty,

that they should celebrate the fourteenth day
of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of

the same in ever}' year,

22 Like those days whereon the Jews had
rest from their enemies, and the month which
Avas changed unto them from sorrow to joy,

and from mourning into a feast-day ; to make
them days of entertainment and joy, and of

sending portions one to the other, and gifts

to the needy.''

' That is, portions of food: this custom is still exten-

sively observed.
° As in the decree of Haman there was no distinction

made between rich and poor, as all were therebj' doomed

to destruction, it is proper that every one should have

cause to be joyful in all future generations; the poor

should of right therefore bo remembered on this day

especially by their more wealthy neighbours, so that they

too m.ay bless the Lord in joy and plenty.
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23 And the Jews took upon themselves

that which they had hegun ah-eady to do, and
that which Mordecai had written unto them.

24 Because Haman the son of Hammedii-
tha, the Agagite, the adversary of all the

Jews, had devised against the Jews to exter-

minate them, and had cast the Pur, that is,

the lot, to destroy them, and to exterminate

them.

25 But Avhen (Esther) came before the

king, he ordered by that letter that his wick-

ed device, which he had devised against the

JeAvs, should return upon his own head; and
they hanged him and his sons on the gal-

lows.

26 Therefore did they call these days Pu-
rim, after the name of the Pur; therefore, be-

cause of all the words of this letter, both for

that Avhich they had experienced thereby,

and for that which had occurred unto them,
27 The Jews confirmed it as a duty, and

took upon themselves, and upon their seed,

and upon all such as join themselves unto
them, so that no one should fail therein, that

they would celebrate these two days accord-

ing to their prescription, and at their ap-

pointed time, in each and every year.

28 And these days are remembered and
celebrated throughout each and every gene-

ration, every fajnily, every province, and
every city; and these days of Purim will not

pass away from the midst of the Jews, nor
will their memorial cease from their seed.

29 ^ Then wrote Esther the queen, the

daughter of Abichayil, with Mordecai the

Jew, with .all due strength, to confirm this

letter of Purim the second time.

30 And he sent letters unto all the Jews,
to the hundred and twenty-seven provinces

of the kingdom of Achashverosh, words of

peace and truth,

31 To confirm these days of Purim in

their times, just as Mordecai the Jew and
Esther the queen had enjoined on them, and
as they had confirmed for themselves and for

their seed, the matters of the fastings and
their prayers.

32 And the order of Esther confirmed

these matters of Purim; and it was written

in the* book.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And king Achashverosh imposed a

ti'ibute upon the land, and the isles of the

sea.

2 And all the acts of his strength and of

his might, and the exposition of the greatness

of Mordecai, wherewith the king made him
great, behold they are written in the book of

the chronicles of the kings of Media and
Persia.

3 For Mordecai the Jew was the second

in rank after king Achashverosh, and great

among the Jews, and acceptable to the multi-

tude of his brethren, a promoter of good to

his people, and speaking peace to all its seed.

THE BOOK OF DANIEL,
Sn'JI 150.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ In the third year of the reign of

Jehoyakim the king of Judah came Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon unto Jerusa-

lem, and besieged it.*"

' This no doubt refers to the biblical canon, and means
that the history of Esther was added thereto.

'' Philippson, in his notes to this verse, proves that this

2 And the Lord gave into his hand Jeho-

yakim the king of Judah, with part of the

vessels of the house of God ; and he brought

them into the land of Shin'ar into the house

of his god; namely, he brought the A^essels

into the treasure-house of his god.

irruption of Nebuchadnezzar must have taken place while

he was yet co-regent with his father, on his expedition

against the Egyptians, whom he subdued in the following
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3 And the king said unto Ashpenaz, the

chief ol" his eunuchs, that he should bring out

of the children of Israel, and of the royal

seed, and of the nobles,

4 (Certain) lads in whom thei'e should be

no blemish, but vvho should be handsome in

appearance, and intelligent in all wisdom, and

ac(iuainted with knowledge and understand-

ing science, and such as should have the

ability to serve" in the king's palace, and that

these should be taught the learning and the

language of the Chaldeans.

5 And the king ordered for them a daily

provision for its day of the king's food, and
of the wine which he drank, and to educate

them three years, so that at the end thereof

they should serve before the king.

G Now there were among these of the chil-

dren of Judah, Daniel, Chananyah, Mishael,

and 'Azaryah.

7 And the chief of the eunuchs assigned

them names; and he assigned to Daniel the

name of Belteshazzar; and to Chananyah, of

Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and

to 'Azaryah, of 'Abed-nego.

8 But Daniel resolved"' in his heart that

he woidd not defile himself with the food of

the king, nor with the wine which he drank;

and therefore he requested of the chief of the

eunuchs that he might not need to defile

himself

9 And God gave Daniel kindness and
mercy before the chief of the eunuchs.

10 And the chief of the eunuchs said unto

Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath
ordered your food and your drink ; for why
should he see your foce sadder looking than

that of the lads who are of your age?" and
ye would thus endanger my head with the

king.

11 Then said Daniel to the steward whom
the chief of the eunuchs had given charge

over Daniel, Chananyah, Mishael, and 'Azar-

12 Prove, I beseech thee, thy servants, ten

days ; and let them give us vegetables to eat,

and water to drink,

13 And then let our countenances be look-

ed at before thee, and the countenance of the

year, when at the death of his father be became sole king
of Buhylon. Some Rahliins suppose it refers to tiie third

year of Jchoyakiiii'» rebellion.
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lads that eat the food of the king; and as

thou mayest see, so deal with thy servants.

14 And he hearkened unto them in this

matter, and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their coun-

tenances appeared better and fuller in flesh

than (that of) all the lads Avho ate the food

of the king.

16 And the steward took away their (ap-

portioned) food, and the wine that they were
to drink, and gave them vegetables.

17 But as regardeth all these four lads,

God gave them knowledge and intelligence

in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had
understanding in all visions and dreams.

18 And at the end of the days (after)

which the king had said that they should be
presented, the chief of the eunuchs presented

them before Nebuchadnezzar.
19 And the king spoke with them; and

there was not found among them all any one
like Daniel, Chananyah, Mishael, and 'Azar-

yah; and so they served before the king.

20 And in every matter of wise understand-

ing, which the king required of them, he
found them ten times superior above all ma-
gicians and astrologers that were in all his

kingdom.
21 And Daniel continued even unto the

first year of king Cyrus.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And in the second 3'ear of the reign

of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed
dreams, whereat his sjiirit was troubled, and
his sleep that was upon him was gone.

2 Then said the king to call the magicians,

and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans, to solve for the king his

dreams; and they came and placed them-

selves before the king.

3 And the king said unto them, I have
dreamed a dream, and my spirit is troubled

to know the dream.

4 Then spoke the Chaldeans to the king

in Aramic, king, live for ever: recite the

dream to thy servants, and we will tell the

interpretation.

5 The kins answered and said to the Chal-

' Lit. "to stand," and so elsewhere.
' Lit. "laid it on his heart."

Sa'adyah, "like you in height."
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deans, The decree is firmly resolved on by
me : if ye do not make known unto me the
dream, with its interpretation, ye shall be cut
in pieces, and your houses shall be changed
into a dunghill.

6 But if ye tell the dream, and its inter-

pretation, then shall ye receive gifts and re-

wards and great honour from me; therefore
tell me the dream, and its interpretation.

7 They answered the second time and said.

Let the king recite the dream to his servants,
and we will tell its interpretation.

8 The king answered and said, I know of
a certainty that ye wish to gain time, because
ye see the decree is firmly resolved on by me

:

9 That" if ye do not make known unto me
the di-eam, there is but one sentence for you;
for ye have prepared lying and deceptive
words to speak before me, till the time be
changed; therefore relate to me the dream,
and I shall know that ye can tell me its in-

terpretation.

10 The Chaldeans answered before the
king, and said, There is not a man upon the
habitable earth that can tell the king's mat-
ter; wherefore no mighty and powerful king
ever hath asked such a thing of any magi-
cian, or astrologer, or Chaldean.

11 And the matter which the king requir-
eth is difficult, and there is no other that can
tell it before the king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.

12 For all this cause the king became an-
gry, and very furious; and he commanded
to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

13 And the law went forth and (some of)
the wise men were slain; and they sought
Daniel and his companions to slay them.

14 ][ Then made Daniel representations
with intelligence and prudence to Aryoch the
captain of the king's guard,*" who was gone
forth to slay the wise men of Babylon

;

15 He commenced and said to Aryoch the
king's commander. Wherefore is the law so
hasty'^ from the king? Then made Aryoch
the matter"* known to Daniel.

16 But Daniel went in, and requested of
the king that he would give him time, that
he might tell the interpretation to the king.

' Philippson, "For if ye do not make known to me the
dream, then is this your sole object, and you have aireed
to speak," &e.

17 ^ Then went Daniel to his house, and
made the matter known to Chananyah, Mi-
shael, and 'Azarj'ah, his companions;

18 In order that they might pray for

mercy of the God of heaven concerning this
secret; so that Daniel and his companions
might not be destroyed with the rest of the
wise men of Babylon.

19 Thereupon was the secret revealed unto
Daniel in a vision of the night. Then did
Daniel bless the God of heaven.

20 Daniel commenced and said, May the
name of God be blessed from eternity and to
all eternity ; for wisdom and might are his

;

21 And he changeth times and seasons;
he removeth kings, and raiseth up kings : he
giveth Avisdom unto the wise, and knowledge
to those that possess understanding.

22 He it is that revealeth what is deep
and secret; he knoweth what is in the dark-
ness, and the light dwelleth with him.

23 To thee, God of my father, do I give
thanks, and I praise thee, who hast given me
wisdom and might, and because thou hast
made known unto me what we prayed for of
thee; for thou hast made known unto us the
king's matter.

24 Therefore did Daniel go in unto Aryoch,
whom the king had ordered to destroy the
wise men of Babylon ; he Avent and said thus
unto him. The wise men of Babylon must
thou not destroy; bring me before the king,
and I will tell unto the king the interpreta-
tion.

25 ][ Then did Aryoch bring Daniel before
the king in haste, and thus he said unto
him. Here have I found a man out of the
children of the exiles of Judah, who will

make known unto the king the interpreta-

tion.

26 The king answered and said to Daniel,
whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able
to make known unto me the dream which I

have seen, and its interpretation?

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the
king, and said. The secret which the king
hath demanded no wise men, astrologers, ma-
gicians, or soothsayers, can tell unto the
kins::

' Rashi, " the chief of the executioners."
' Rashi and Aben Ezra. Others, "severe."
Philippson, all through, Kpho with "order.'
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28 But there is a God in heaven that re-

vealeth secrets, and he hath made known to

king Nebuchadnezzar what is to be in the

latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of

thy head upon thy couch, were these.

29 ^[ As for thee, king, thy thoughts,

when thou wast on thy couch, rose (within

thee) concerning what is to come to pass

hereafter; and the Revealer of secrets hath

made known to thee wliat is to come to pass.

30 But as for me, this secret hath not been

revealed to me because of any wisdom that

is in me more than in all other living; but for

the sake that men might make known the in-

terpretation to the king, and that thou mights

est understand the thoughts of thy heart.

31 ^f Thou, king, sawest, and behold

there was a large image; this image was
mighty, and its brightness was excellent; it

stood opposite to thee; and its form was fear-

inspiring.

32 As regardeth this image, its head was
of tine gold, its breast and its arms of silver,

its belly and its thighs of copper,

33 Its legs of iron, its feet part of them of

iron and part of them of clay.

34 Thou didst look on till the moment
that a stone tore itself loose, not through

(human) hands, and it struck the image upon

its feet that were of iron and clay, and ground

them to pieces.

35 Then were the iron, the clay, the cop-

per, the silver, and the gold ground up toge-

ther, and became like the chaff of the sum-

mer threshing-floors; and the wind carried

them away, that no trace" was found of them;

and the stone that had stricken the image l^e-

came a mighty mountain, and filled the whole

earth.

36 This is the dream; and its interpreta-

tion will we relate before the king.

37 Thou, king, art a king of kings, to

whom the God of heaven hath given king-

dom, power, and strength, and honour;

38 And wheresoever the children of men
dwell, hatii he given*" the beasts of the field

and the fowls of the heaven into thy hand,

and liath made thee ruler over them all.

Thou art the he.ad of gold.

* Lit. "No place for them;" Kashi explains, "their for-

mer place was not known, as if they had never been there."
" Fiirst. I'hilippson and others, "—children of men
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39 And after thee there will arise another
kingdom inferior to thee; and another" third

kingdom of copper, which will bear rule over
all the earth.

40 And the fourth kingdom will be a.s

strong as iron; fora.smuch as iron grindeth

up and beateth down all things, and as iron

that breaketh (every thing), will it grind up
and break all these.

41 And that thou sawest the feet and
toes, part of them of potters' clay, and part

of them of iron, (signifieth) that it will be a

divided kingdom, although there will be in it

of the strength of the iron; forasmuch as

thou sawest the iron mingled with miry clay.

42 And as the toes of the feet were part

of them of iron, and part of them of clay, so

will the kingdom be partly strong and partly

brittle.

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mingled

with miry clay, so will they mingle them-

selves among the seed of men ; but they will

not cleave firmly one to another, even as iron

cannot be mingled with clay.

44 But in the days of these kings will the

God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall

to eternity not be destroyed, and its rule shall

not be transfeiTed to any other people; (but)

it will grind up and make an end of all these

kingdoms, while it will itself endure for ever.

45 Whereas thou sawest that out of the

mountain a stone tore itself loose, not through

human hands, and that it ground up the iron,

the copper, the clay, the silver, and the gold

:

the great God hath made known to the king

what is to come to pass after this; and the

dream is reliable, and its interpretation cer-

tain.

46 ][ Then did king Nebuchadnezzar fall

upon his face, and bowed down to Daniel,

and ordered that they should offer an obla-

tion and sweet odours unto him.

47 The king answered unto Daniel, and

said, Of a truth it is, that your God is the

God of gods, and the Lord of kings, and the

revealer of secrets, because thou hast been

able to reveal this secret.

48 Then did the king elevate Daniel, and

gave him many great presents, and made him

dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven,

hath he given (all) into thy hand."
' Furst, "and a third kingdom thereafter."
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ruler over the whole province of Babylon,

and chief of the superintendents over all the

wise men of Babylon.

49 Then requested Daniel of the king, that

he might appoint Shadrach, Meshacli, and
'Abed-nego, over the public service of the

province of Babylon ; but Daniel remained in

the gate of the king.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ King Nebuchadnezzar made an image
of gold," the height of which was sixty cubits,

and the breadth of which was six cubits: he

set it up in the valley of Dura, in the pro-

vince of Babylon.

2 And king Nebuchadnezzar sent to a.ssem-

ble (his) lieutenants, the superintendents,

find the governors, the judges, the treasurers,

the counsellors, those learned in the law, and
all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the

dedication of the image which king Nebu-
chadnezzar had set up.

3 Thereupon were assembled the lieute-

nants, the superintendents, and the govern-

ors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors,

those learned in the law, and all the rulers

of the jirovinces, unto the dedication of the

image that king Nebuchadnezzar had set up;

and they stood opposite to the image that

Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then a herald called out with a loud*"

voice, To you it is commanded, people, na-

tions, and languages,

5 That at the time when ye do hear the

sound of the cornet, tlute, guitar, harp, psal-

tery, bagpipe, and all kinds of music, ye shall

fall down and bow yourselves to the golden

image that king Nebuchadnezzar hath set

up;
6 And whoso doth not fall down and bow

himself shall in the same hour be cast into

the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

7 Therefore at the same time, when all

the people heard the sound of the cornet,

tlute, guitar, harp, psaltery, and all kinds

of music, all the people, the nations, and the

languages fell down bowing themselves to

the golden image that king Nebuchadnezzar
had set up.

8 Therefore at the same time certain Cbal-

Philippson suggests that it was probably only overlaid.

Lit. "with might."
6N

dean men came near, and accu.sed the Jews
treacherously.

9 They commenced and said to king Ne-

buchadnezzar, king, live for ever.

10 Thou, king, hadst made a decree,

that every man that should hear the sound

of the cornet, flute, guitar, harp, psaltery,

and bagpipe, and all kinds of music, should

fall down and bow himself to the golden

image;
11 And that whoso should not fall down

and bow himself should be cast into the

midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jewish men whom
thou hast appointed over the public service

of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Me-
shacli, and 'Abed-nego; these men, king,

have not paid any regard to thee; they do

not worship thy god, and to the golden image

which thou hast set up do they not bow
them.selves.

13 ]| Then ordered Nebuchadnezzar in

rage and fury to bring Shadrach, Meshach,

and 'Abed-nego. Then were these men
brought before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar commenced and said

unto them. Is it out of disresiiect,'' Sha-

drach, Meshach, and 'Abed-nego? My god

ye do not worship, and to the golden image

which I have set up ye do not bow your-

selves?

15 Now then if ye be ready at the time

when ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute,

harp, guitar, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all

kinds of music, to fall down and bow your-

selves to the image which I have made,

(well) ; but if ye bow yourselves not, ye shall

be cast in the same hour into the midst of a

burning fiery furnace; and who is the God
that can deliver you out of my hand?

IG Then answered Shadrach, Meshach,

and 'Abed-nego, and said to the king, Ne-

buchadnezzar, we have no need to answer

thee a word in this matter.

17 Behold, there is our God whom we wor-

ship, he is able to dehver us from the burn-

ing fiery furnace; and out of thy hand,

king, will he deliver us.

18 But if not, then be it known unto thee,

king, that thy god will we not worship,

• Rashi. Hersheimer, "on purpose." Aben Ejra,

"Is it true?"
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and to the golden image whicli thou hast set

up will we not lx)w ourselves.

r.l
^i Then wa.s Nebuchadnezzar filled with

fury, and the form of his countenance was

changed because of Shadrach, Mesliach, and

'Abed-ncgo; (and) he commenced and ordered

that they should heat the furnace thoroughly

seven times more than it was wont' to be

heated.

20 And he ordered the miglitiest men in

strength that were in his army, to bind Sha-

drach, Meshach, and 'Abed-nego, (and) to

cast them into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then were the.se men Vjound in their

mantles, their under-garments, and their tur-

bans, and their other garments, and were cast

into tlie midst of the burning fiery furnace.

22 Now, because the king's command was
so urgent, and the furnace exceedingly heat-

ed, the fiame of the fire slew those men that

carried up Shadrach, Meshach, and 'Abed-

nego.

2.3 And these three men, Shadrach, Me-
.•<hach, and 'Abed-nego, fell down bound into

the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 ^[ Then was king Nebuchadnezzar as-

tonished, and ho rose up in h.iste, and com-
menced, and said unto his counsellors. Did
we not ca.st three men bound into the midst

of the fire? They answered and said unto

the king. Certainly, king.

2o He answered and said, Lo, I see four

men unbound, walking in the midst of the

fire, and there is no injury on them; and the

appearance of the fourth is like a son of the
gods.

26 T[ Then came Nebuchadnezzar near
to the door of the burning fiery furnace, com-
menced, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and
'Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God,
step forth, and come hither. Then stepped

Sliadrach, Meshach, and 'Abed-nego forth

out of the midst of the fire.

27 And the lieutenants, superintendents,

and governors, and the king's counsellors, be-

ing assembled together, saw these men, over
whose bodies the fire had had no power, and
the hair of whose head was not singed, whose
mantles were not changed, and on whom
there was not come the smell of fire.

* Philippson, "than tlicy saw it was heated.'

beimer, "than they found it rcauisitc."
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Herx-

28 Then commenced Nebuchadnezzar, and
said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Me-
shach, and 'Abed-nego, who hath sent his

angel, and delivered his servants that had
trusted in him, and had transgressed the

king's word, and yielded up their bodies, that

they might not worship nor bow themselves

to any god, except their own God.

29 Therefore do I make a decree. That
every people, nation, and language, that speak

any thing disrespectful against the God of

Shadrach, Meshach, and 'Abed-nego, shall

be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be

changed into a dunghill; because there is no
other God that can deliver like this one.

30 Then did the king promote Shadrach,

Meshach, and 'Abed-nego, in the province of

Babylon.

oP ^ Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all

people, nations, and languages, that dwell on
all the earth, May your welfare increa.se.

32 The signs and wonders which the most
high God hath wrought toward me I find

it for good to make known.
33 Ilis signs—how great are they! and

his wonders—how mighty are they ! his king-

dom is an everlasting kingdom, and his rule

is over every generation.

CHAPTER IV.

1^1 Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in my
house, and flourishing in my palace.

2 I saw a dream which terrified me; and
the thoughts upon my couch and the visions

of my head troubled me.
3 Therefore made I a decree to bring be-

fore me all the wise men of Babylon, that

they might make known unto me the inter-

pretation of the dream.

4 Then came up the magicians, the astro-

logers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers;

and the dream did I recite before them; but
its interpretation did they not make known
unto me.

5 But at the last came up before me Da-
niel, whose name was Beltesliazzar, after the

name of my god, and in whom is the spirit

of the holy gods; and the dream did I recite

before him, (saying,)

6 Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians,

"" The Engli.'ih version commences here chapter iv., to

which verses 31-33 are a sort of introduction.
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of whom I know that the spirit of the holy

gods is in thee, and that no secret is con-

cealed" from thee, tell me the \dsions of my
dream which I have seen, with its mterpreta-

tion.

7 And the visions of my head on my bed

were, (that) I saw, and behold, there was a

tree in the midst of the earth, and its height

was great.

8 The tree grew,*" and was strong, and its

height reached unto heaven, and it was visi-

ble" to the end of all the earth

;

9 The foliage was splendid, and its fruit

large, and on it was food for all: under it

sought the beasts of the field for shade, and
in its boughs dwelt the fowls of heaven, and
from it was fed all flesh.

10 I saw in the visions of my head upon
my couch, and, behold, a watcher who was
also a holy one came down from heaven;

11 He called Avith might, and thus he said,

Hew down the tree, and lop off its branches,

strip of!" its leaves, and scatter its fruit; let

the beasts flee away from under it, and the

fowls from among its branches

:

12 Nevertheless leave the body of its roots

in the earth, but (bound) with fetters of iron

and copper, among the grass of the field ; and
let it be made wet with the dew of heaven,

and let its portion be with the beasts on the

herbage of the earth

;

13 Let his heart be changed not to be hu-

man, and let a beast's heart be given unto

him; and let seven times elapse over him.

14 Through the resolve of the watchers is

this decree, and by the order of the holy ones

is this decision : to the intent that the living

may know that the Most High ruletli over

the kingdom of men, and that he can give it

to whomsoever he pleaseth, and can set up
over it the lowest of men.

15 This dream have I, king Nebuchadnez-
zar, seen; but thou, O Belteshazzar, relate its

interpi'etation, forasmuch as all the wise men
of my kingdom are not aljle to make known
unto me the interpretation; but thou art

able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in

thee.

16 Then was Daniel, whose name was

Rashi. Abcn Ezra, "can conquer thee.

son, "no secret is unconquered by thee."

Philipp-

Philippson, "the tree was great and mighty."

Belteshazzar, astounded for one hour,** and
his thoughts troubled him. The king then
commenced, and said, Belteshazzar, let not
the dream, or its interpretation, trouble thee.

Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord,

that the dream might be for those that

hate thee, and its interpretation for thy
enemies.

17 The tree that thou hast seen, which
grew, and was strong, the height of which
reached unto the heaven, and which was visi-

ble to all the earth;

18 The foliage of which was splendid, and
the fruit of which was large, and on which
was food for all; under which dwelt the

beasts of the field, and in the boughs of

which nestled the fowls of the heaven :

—

19 It is thou, king, that art grown and
become strong; and thy greatness is grown
apace, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy
dominion is to the end of the earth.

20 And whereas the king saw a watcher
and a holy one coming down from heaven,

who said, Hew the tree down, and destroy it

;

yet leave the body of its roots in the earth,

but (bound) in fetters of iron and copper,

among the grass of the field; and let it be
made wet with the dew of heaven, and let

its portion be with the beasts of the field,

till seven times elapse over it :

—

21 This is the interpretation, king, and
this is the resolve of the Most High, which
will come over my lord the king;

22 They will drive thee away from men,
and with the beasts of the field is thy dwell-

ing to be, and they will suffer thee to eat

herbs like oxen, and they will suffer thee to

be made wet with the dew of heaven, and
seven times will elapse over thee; until that

thou wilt know that the Most High ruleth

over the kingdom of men, and givetli it to

whomsoever he pleaseth.

23 And whereas they ordered to leave the

body of the roots of the tree: thy kmgdom
will i-emain unto thee, as soon as thou wilt

know that the Heavens do rule.

24 Therefore, king, let my counsel be

agreeable unto thee, and atone for thy sins

by righteousness, and for thy iniquities by

° Sa'adyah. Lit. "its appearance." Abeu Ezra, "and
its branches went," &c.

'' Others, 'not literaUy, "for a while."
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showinp kindness to the poor; perhaps thy

prosperity may (thereby) endure long.

2'} All this came over king Nebuchadnez-

zar.

LT) ^ At the end of twelve months he was

walking upon the royal palace at Babylon.

27 The king commenced, and .said, Is not

this Babylon the great, that I myself have

built for a royal residence by the might of

my power, and for the honour of my ma-

jesty?

28 The word was still in the king s mouth,

when there fell a voice from heaven, (say-

ing,) To thee it is said, king Nebuchad-

nezzar, The kingdom departeth from thee.

29 And from men will the}- drive thee

away, and with the beasts of the field shall

tliv dwelling be; herbs like oxen will they

suffer thee to eat, and seven times shall

elapse over thee, until thou wilt know that

the Most High ruleth over the kingdom of

men, and giveth it to whomsoever he pleaseth.

."0 At the same hour the word was fulfilled

upon Nebuchadnezzar; and from men was he

driven away, and herbs like oxen had he to

eat. and with the dew of heaven was his body-

made wet, till his hair was grown like

eagle.s' (feathers), and his nails were like

bird.s' (claws).

—

31 But at the end of the days I Nebuchad-
nezzar lifted up my eyes unto heaven, and
my understanding returned unto me, and I

ble.ssed the Most High, and I praised and
glorified the Ever-living, whose dominion is

an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is

over every generation

;

32 And all the inhabitants of the earth are

regariled as nought (by him) ; and according

to his plca.><ure doth he with the host of hea-

ven, and the inhabitants of the earth; and
there is none that can stay his hand, or say

unto him. What doest thou?

33 At the same time my understanding

returned unto me; and witli" the glory of my
kingdom, my honour and my splendour re-

turned unto me; and my coun.sellors and my
lords .sought for me; and I was replaced in

my kingdom, and additional greatness was
added unto me.

' Salomon. Others do not translate the S at all. Hcrs-
hcimcr, "and for the glory of my kingdom, my honour,

and my splendour."
' H.islii rxpl:iin«, that his belt opened from the sudden

34 Now I Nebuchadnezzar prai.se and ex-

tol and glorify the King of heaven, all whose
works are truth, and whose ways are justice;

and who is able to bring low those that walk
in pride.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ King Belshazzar prepared a great

feast for a thousand of his lords, and before

these thousand did he drink wine.

2 Belshazzar ordered, through the counsel

of the wine, to bring in the golden and silver

vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had
taken away out of the temple Avhich was in

Jerusalem; that the king, and his lords, his

wives, and his concubines, might drink there-

from.

3 Then they brought in the golden vessels

that were taken away out of the temple of

the house of God which was at Jerusalem;

and the king, and his lords, his wives, and
his concubines, drank from them.

4 They drank wine, and praised their gods

of gold, and of silver, of copper, of iron, of

wood, and of stone.

5 At that same hour came forth fingers of

a man's hand, and wrote opposite to the

chandelier upon the plaster of the wall of

the king's palace; and the king saw the part

of the hand that wrote.

6 Then was the king's colour changed, and
his thoughts troubled him, so that the bands'"

of his loins were loosed, and his knees knock-

ed one against the other.

7 The king called with might to bring in

the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the sooth-

sayers. The king commenced, and said to

the wise men of Babylon. Whatsoever man
will read this writing, and tell me its inter-

pretation, shall be clothed with purple,'' and
have a chain"* of gold about his neck, and
shall rule as the third in the kingdom.

8 Then came in all the wi.se men of the

king; but they were not able to read the

writing, nor to make its interpretation known
to the king.

9 Then was king Belshazzar greatly terri-

fied, and his colour was changed on him. and

his lords were confounded.

fright as his body shrank together; others, that his spinal

joints shrank together.
' Others, "scarlet."
* Others, "an ornament," like a crescent.
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10 (Now) the queen" in consequence of

the words of the king and of his lords came
into the banquet-house; the queen commenced
and said, O king, Hve for ever; let thj

thoughts not trouble thee, nor let thy colour

be changed

:

11 There is a man in thy kingdom in

whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in

the days of thy father enlightenment and in-

telligence and wisdom, like the wisdom of the

gods, was found in him ; and king Nebuchad-

nezzar thy fiither appointed him chief of the

magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and sooth-

sayers;—yes, thy father, O king.

—

12 Forasmuch as a superior spirit, and
knowledge, and intelligence, interpreting of

dreams, and solving of riddles, and of untying

knotty (doubts), were found in him, in Dar

niel, to whom the king assigned the name of

Belteshazzar ; now let Daniel be called, and
he will tell the interpretation.

13 ^ Then was Daniel brought in before

the king; the king commenced and said unto

Daniel, Art thou Daniel, who art of the chil-

dren of the exiles of Judah,** whom the king

my father brought out of Judah?
14 And I have heard of thee, that the

spirit of the gods is in thee, and that en-

lightenment and intelligence and superior

wisdom are found in thee.

15 And now the wise men, the astrologers,

had been brouglit before me, that they should

read this writing, and make known unto me
its interpretation ; but they were not able to

tell the interpretation of the matter.

16 But I have truly heard concerning thee,

that thou art able to give interpretations, and
untie knotty (doubts) : now if thou art able

to read the writing, and make known to me
its interpretation, thou shalt be clothed with

purple, with a chain of gold about thy neck,

and shalt rule as the third in the kingdom.
17 ^ Then answered Daniel and said be-

fore the king. Let thy gifts remain in thy

possession, and bestow thy bounty on an-

other; nevertheless will I read the writing

unto the king, and make known to him the

interpretation.

18 O thou king! the most high God gave

* Said to be the qucen-motlicr, Nitocris, who knew Da-

niel well, though he was forgotten by her son.

^ In the text, YihucI, abridged from YeJui(7(ih, "Judah."

greatness and honour unto Nebuchadnezzar
thy father;

19 And because of the greatness that he
had given unto him, all people, nations, and
languages ti'embled and shook before him:
whom he pleased he slew; and whom he
pleased he kept alive ; and whom he pleased

he lifted up; and whom he pleased he brought
low.

20 But when his heart Avas lifted up, and
his spirit hardened to deal presumptuously,

he was cast down from the throne of his

kingdom, and his dignity did they take from
him;

21 And from the sons of men was he
driven forth, and his heart became equal

with (that of) the beasts, and with the wild

asses was his dwelling; they suffered him to

eat herbs like oxen, and his body was made
wet with the dew of heaven ; till he acknow-
ledged that the most high God ruleth over

the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth

over it whomsoever he pleaseth.

22 And thou his son, Belshazzar, hast

not humbled thy heart though thou knewest
all this;

23 But against the Lord of heaven hast

thou lifted thyself up ; and the vessels of his

house have they brought before thee, and
thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy con-

cubines, have drunk wine from them; and
the gods of silver, and gold, of copper, iron,

wood, and stone, which neither see, nor hear,

nor know, hast thou praised; and the God in

whose hand thy soul is, and who.se are all

thy ways, hast thou not glorified

:

24 Thereupon was sent from before him the

part of the hand; and this writing was noted

down.
25 And this is the writing that was noted

down, M'ne, M'ne, T'kel, Upharsix.
26 This the interpretation of the matter:

M'ne; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and
made an end of it.

27 T'kel; Thou hast been Aveighed in the

balances, and been found wanting.

28 Fress;'' Thy kingdom hath been di-

vided, and is given to the Medes and Persians.

29 Then gave Belshazzar the order, and

" DiiJ These letters read both ji'/rxa, "divide," and J'n-

rass, "Persia;" hence, I'pharsiii embraces the idea of

"division," and surrender to the "Persians."
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they clothed Daniel with scarlet, with a chain I 11 Now when Daniel knew that the writ-

of gold about his neck, and made a proclama- ing was signed, he went unto his house, where

tion coiicerning him, that he should rule as he had open Avindows in his upper chamber
the tliird in the kingdom.

;J0 In that very night was Belshazzar the

king of the Chaldeans slain.

CHAPTER VI.

1' ^ And Darius'' the Median obtained the

kingdom, when he was sixty and two years

old.

2 Darius deemed it proper and he set over

the kingdom one hundred and twenty lieute-

nants, who should be over all the kingdom;
3 And over these, three presidents, of

whom Daniel was one; that these lieutenants

should give accounts unto them, so that the

king might sufl'cr no damage.

4 Then did this Daniel excel (all) the pre-

sidents and lieutenants, because a superior

spirit was in him; and the king thought to

appoint him over the whole kingdom.

5 Then sought the presidents and lieu-

tenants to find a pretext against Daniel on

account of the management of the kingdom

;

but they were not able to find any pretext or

fault ; forasmuch as he was faithful, and no
kind of error or fault was to be found on him.

(i Then said these men, We shall not find

any pretext against this Daniel, except we
find it against him in the law of his God.

7 Then came these presidents and lieuten-

ants tumultuously to the king, and thus said

they unto him, King Darius, live for ever.

8 All the presidents of the kingdom, the

superintendents, and the lieutenants, the

couns(>llors, and the governors, have con-

sulted together to establish a I'oyal statute,

and to make a firm prohibition, that whoso-

ever will ask any thing by prayer of any God
or man within thirty days, save of thee,

king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

9 Now, king, estal)lish the prohibition,

and sign the writing, that it cannot l)e

clianged, according to the law of the Medes
and Persians, whicii is not to be repealed.'"

10 In view of this king Darius signed the

writing and the prohibition.

* In the English version, chapter vi. commences at

vorso 2.

' This is supposed to he Cyaxares II., son of A.styages,

king nf Media, and maternal uncle to Cyrus, who allowed

hiiu the title of his oonquestt, as long as he lived. Darius,

in the direction of Jerusalem; and three times

every day he kneeled upon his knees, and
prayed, and offered thanks before his God, as

he had been doing before that time.

12 Then came in these men tumultuously,

and found Daniel praying and making sup-

plication before his God.

13 Then came they near, and spoke before

the king concerning the king's prohibition,

Hast thou not signed a prohibition, that every
man that will pray (for aught) of any God or

man, within thirty da3s, save of thee, king,

shall be cast into the den of lions? The king
answered and said. The thing is certainly so,

according to the law of the Medes and Per-

sians, which cannot be repealed.

14 Then answered they and said before

the king. That Daniel, who is of the children

of the exiles of Judah, hath paid no regard

to thee, O king, nor to the prohibition which
thou hast signed; but three times every day
he offereth up his prayer.

lo Then the king, when he heard this

matter, felt very much distressed within him-
self, and on account of Daniel he sought an
excuse'^ to deliver him; and till the going

down of the sun he strove hard to rescue

him.

16 Then came these men tumultuously
unto the king, and said unto the king. Know,
O king, that it is the law of the Medes and
Persians, That every prohibition and statute

Avhich the king hath established is not to be

changed.

17 Then gave the king the order, and they
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of

lions. The king commenced and said unto
Daniel, May thy God whom thou worship
pest continually, truly deliver thee.

18 And a stone was brought, and placed

upon the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it witii his own signet-ring, and witii the

signet-ring of his lords; that nothing siiould be

changed in the purpose concerning Daniel.

19 Then went the king to his palace, and

in Hebrew, Dnn/nrrfh—in cuneiform writing, Diiri/(a')-

vii.t—is .said to moan king, as Cyaxares II. called himself

especially.—I'lULlprsON.
° Lit. "which will not depart

"

'' Ita.uhi. Sa'adyah, S3 for aS "heart," "set his heart."
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passed the night fasting; and no food" was
brought before him; and his sleep fled from
him.

20 Then arose the king by the morning-

dawn, as soon as it was light, and went in

great haste unto the den of lions.

21 And when he came near to the den, he
cried with a mournful voice unto Daniel; the

king commenced and said to Daniel, Daniel,

servant of the living God, hath thy God, whom
thou worshippest continually, been able to de-

liver thee from the lions?

22 Then spoke Daniel with the king,

king, live for ever.

23 My God sent his angel, and locked up
the mouths of the lions, and they have not

hurt me ; forasmuch as before him innocency

was found in me; and also before thee,

king, had I done nothing injurious.

24 Then was the king exceedingly^ glad

within himself, and concerning Daniel he or-

dered to bring him up out of the den. So
Daniel was brought up out of the den, and no
manner of hurt was found upon him, because

he had trusted in his God.

25 And the king gave the order, and they

brought those men who had accused Daniel

treachei'ously, and they cast into the den of

lions them, their children, and their wives;

and they had not yet touched the bottom of

the den when the lions had the mastery over

them, and ground up all their bones.

26 Then wrote king Darius unto all peo-

ple, nations, and languages, that dwell on all

the earth, May your welfare increase.

27 From me is it decreed. That in all the

dominion of my kingdom men shall tremble

and have fear before the God of Daniel ; for he

is the living God, and endureth for ever, and it

is his kingdom which Avill not be destroyed,

and his dominion will be unto the end (of

things)

.

28 He delivereth and rescueth, and he dis-

playeth signs and wonders in heaven and on
earth, he who hath delivered Daniel from the

power of the lions.

29 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of

Dai'ius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ In the first year of Belshazzar the

Rashi. Sa'adyali, "music."

king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and
the visions of his head while on his couch;
afterward he wrote down the dream, relating

the princip.al things.

2 Daniel commenced and said, I saw in my
vision by night, and, behold, the four winds
of heaven blew fiercely on the great sea.

3 And four great beasts came up from the
sea, differing one from another.

4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's

wings: I looked till its wings were plucked
out, and it was lifted up from the earth, and
was placed upon its feet as a man, and a
human heart was given to it.

5 And behold there was another, a second
beast, like a bear, and on one side was it

placed, with three ribs in its mouth between
its teeth ; and thus they said unto it, Arise,

eat much flesh.

6 After this I looked, and lo there Avas an-

other, like a leopard; and it had four wings
of a bird on its back ; the beast had also four

heads; and dominion was given unto it.

7 After this I looked in the night visions,

and behold there was a fourth beast, dreadful

and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it

had great iron teeth ; it devoured and ground
up, and what was left it stamped with its

feet; and it was different from all the beasts

that were before it; and it had ten horns.

8 I looked carefully at the horns, and, be-

hold, another little horn came up between
them, and three of the first horns were pluck-

ed up by the roots before the same; and, be-

hold, there were eyes like the eyes of man in

this horn, with a mouth speaking presumptu-
ous things.

9 I was looking until chairs were set down,
and an Ancient of days seated himself whose
garment was white as snow, and tlie hair of

who.se head was like clean wool; his chair

was like flames of fire, and his wheels like

fire that burnt;

10 A stream of fire issued and came forth

from before him; thousand times thousands
ministered unto him, and myriad times my-
riads stood before him : they sat down to hold
judgment, and the books were opened.

11 I looked then, because of the sound of
the presumptuous words which the horn had
spoken,—I looked till the beast was slain,

and its body destroyed, and given over to the
burning five,
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12 But oonoeriiiufr the rest of the beasts,

tht'\ had their dominion taken away; yet a

lon^'cr (hn-ation of Hfe was given unto them

until tliL- time and period.'

l.'J I looked in tlie niglitly visions, and, be-

hold, with the clouds of heaven came one

like a son of man,'' and he attained as far as

the Ancient of days, and they brouglit him
Ix'fore liim.

14 And there were given him dominion,

and dignity, and government, and all peo-

ple, nations, and languages had to serve

him : his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
is one which shall never be destroyed.

15 ^! My spirit was deeply shaken within

me. Daniel, in the midst of its tenement,''

and tlie visions of my head troubled me.
16 I came near unto one of those that

stootl by, and asked him something certain

concerning all this, and he spoke to me,
and made known unto me the interpretation

of the things.

17 These great beasts, of which there are

four, are four kings, who are to arise on** the

earth.

18 But the saints of the Most High will

obtain the kingdom, and possess the kingdom
to eternity, even to all eternity for ever.

I'J Tlien I desired what is certain concern-

ing tlie Iburth Ijeast, which was different from
all these others, exceedingly dreadful, whose
teeth were of iron, and whose; nails of copper;

which devoured, ground up, and stamped
with its feet what was left;

21) And concerning the ten horns that were
in its head, and concerning the other -which

came up, and before which three fell down;
even concerning that horn whicii had eyes,

and a mouth which spoke presumptuous
things, and whose appearance was greater

than that of its companions.
21 I had seen how the same horn had

made war with the saints, and had prevailed

against them:

• i", r. The period until which they are to exist.
|

^ Rashi explains this to mean the Messiah ; Abcn Ezra,
tlic people of Israel.

° Lit. "sheath," for a sword; here, "tenement," or
"boily."

" Lit. "out of the earth."
• Whether the wicked king spoken of be Antioehus,

'I'ilus, or another jet to eonie, (here ean be no lioutit that
the interpretation of Rash i is corrcet, that ho would pur-

22 Until the Ancient of days came, and
procured justice unto the saints of the Most
High ; and the time came and the saints took

possession of the kingdom.
2.3 Thus said he. The fourth lx>ast (signi-

fieth that) a fourth kingdom will be up(.)n

earth, which is to be different from all king-

doms, and will devour all the earth, and will

tread it down, and grind it up.

24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom
(signify) that ten kings will arise; and an-

other -will rise after them; and he will be

different from the first, and three kings will

he bring low.

25 And he will speak words against the

Most High, and the saints of the Most High
will he oppress, and think to change the fes-

tivals"" and the law; and they will be given

up into his hand until a time and times and
half a time.'^

26 But they*^ will sit down to hold judg-

ment, and they will take away his dominion,

to destroy and to annihilate it unto the end.

27 And the kingdom and the dominion, and

the power over the kingdoms under the whole

heaven, will be given to the people of the

saints of the Most High, who.se kingdom is

an everlasting kingdom, and all governments
are to worship and obey him.

28 Thus far is the end of the speech.*" As
for me Daniel, my reflections troubled me
greatly, and my colour was changed on me;
but I kept the speech in my heart.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 \ In the third year of the reign of king

Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, to me
Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at

the first.

2 And I saw in a vision—and it came to

pass, in my seeing, that I was at Shushan
the capital, which is in the province of 'Elam;

—and I saw in the vision, as though 1 was
by the river Ulai.

3 And I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and,

pose to make them transgress the sabbaths, festivals, and
the law; with what success the text teaches us.

' Iliishi conceives these numbers to be indetinite; but

if they refer to Antiochus (Epiphanes\ they mean three

and a half years, during which it is said he abolished the

daily sacrifices.

• i. c. Those whose right it is to do so,—God's angels.

' I. c. What the angel had told him. Others, "the

matter."
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behold, there was a ram standing before the
river, and he had two horns; and the horns
were high; but one was higher than the

other, and the higher one came up List.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and
northward, and southward; so that all the

beasts could not stand before him, and no one
was there to deliver out of his hand; and he
did according to his will, and became great."

5 And as I was looking attentively, be-

hold, there came a he-goat from the west
over the face of the whole earth, without
touching the ground; and the goat had a

sightly large** horn between his eyes.

6 And he came as far as the ram that had
two horns, that I had seen standing before

the river, and ran at him with his furious

power.

7 And I saw him coming close unto the

ram, and he became bitterly enraged against

him, and he struck the ram, and broke his

two horns; and there was no power in the

ram to stand forward before him ; and he cast

him down to the ground, and stamped upon
him; and there was no one to deliver the

ram out of his hand.

8 And the he-goat became very great; but
when he was grown strong, the great horn
was broken; and there came up four sightly

large ones in its place toward the four winds
of heaven.

9 And out of one of them came forth a

little horn, which became exceedingly great,

toward the south, and toward the east, and
toward the glorious land."

10 And it became great, even up to'^ the

host of heaven; and it cast down to the

ground some of the host and of the stars, and
trod them under foot.

11 Yea, it magnified itself even up to

the prince of the host, and by it° the conti-

nual sacrifice was taken away, and the place

of his sanctuary was cast down.
12 And the host is'' given up together with

• Philippson, "he became overbearing." Fiirst, "did
great things;" so also' verse 8, &c.

"' Lit. "of sight," which strikes the eye; as given here,

after Rashi, "large." Aben Ezra, "twisted."
° Palestine.
" Philippson, "against;" so also verse 11.
' Herxheimer, " and there was taken away from him

(God) the continual sacrifice." Rashi again refers this to

Titus; others, to Antiochus; Sa'adyah, to the Arabs who
took Palestine from the Greco-Roman emperors

60

the continual sacrifice, by reason of transgres-

sion, and it casteth down the truth to the

ground; and it doth (this), and is prosper-

ous.

13 Then did I hear a certain holy one
speaking, and a holy one said unto the un-

known one who was speaking. For how long
is the vision concerning the continual sacri-

fice, and the wasting'^ transgression, to give

up both the sanctuary and the host to be
trodden under foot?

14 And he said unto me, Until two thou-

sand and three hundred evenings and morn-
ings, when the sanctuary shall be justified.*"

15 And it came to pas.s, when I, even I

Daniel, saw the vision, and sought for under-

standing, that, behold, there was standing op-

l)osite to me something like the appearance
of a man.

IG And I heard the voice of a man be-

tween (the banks of) the Ulai, and it called,

and said, Gabriel, cause this one to under-

stand this appearance.

1

7

So he came close to where I stood ; and
when he came, I was terrified, and I fell upon
my face ; but he said unto me, Mark it well,

son of man; because for the time of the

end is the vision.

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I fell

down in deep confusion on my face to the

ground; but he touched me, and set me up-

right where I had been standing.

19 And he said. Behold, I will make known
unto thee what is to be at the last end of the

indignation; for it is for the ajjpointed time
of the end.

20 The ram that thou hast seen, him with

the two horns, (signifieth) the kings of Media
and Persia.

21 And the rough he-goat is the king of

Javan; and the great horn which is between
his eyes is the first king.

22 But that it was broken, and that four

sprung up in its stead, (signifieth that) four

' Herxheimer. Rashi, "And a period is set to the

perpetual sacrifice," &c. Philippson, i'W32 "unto wick-

edness," or "the wicked." Fiirst, "And a military

watch was placed against the continual sacrifice in arro-

gance." In the original there is a change in the con-

struction, which has been preserved in this version.

* Rashi, "the dumb transgression," i'. c. idolatry,

' Rashi explains, "when the iniquity of Israel shall be

atoned for." Fiirst, " then shall the sanctuary be victo-

rious." Eng. ver. "cleansed."

0Q5
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k'mgdoni.s will spring up out of the nation,

but not with" his power.

2H And in the latter time of their king-

dom, when tiie transgressors have filled their

measure of guilt,'' there will arise a king of

an impudent face, and understanding deep

schemes.

24 And his power will be mighty, but not

by his own power;" and he will destroy won-

derfully, and will prosper while he doth

(this); and he will destroy very many and
the people of the saints.

2G And through his intelligence, and be-

cause he prospereth,'' is craftiness in his hand;

and in his heart will he magnify himself, and
in peace will he destroy many; he will also

stand up against the Prince of princes; but

without a human hand will he be broken.

2G And the appearance of the evening and
the morning which was spoken of is true; but

do thou keep the vision closed up; for it Avill

come to pass af^ter many days.

27 And I Daniel grieved, and was sick

several days; afterward I rose up, and did

the king's business; and I was depressed be-

cause of the appearance; but no one observed

it."

CHAPTER IX.

1 Tl In the first year of Darius the son of

Achashverosh, of the seed of the Medes, who
was made king over the kingdom of the

Chaldeans;

2 In the first year of his reign, I Daniel

searched in the books for understanding con-

cerning the number of the years whereof the

word of the Lord had come to Jeremiah the

prophet, that he would let pa.ss full seventy
years over the ruins of Jerusalem.'

3 And I directed my face unto the Lord
God, to ask b}' prayer and supplications, with
fasting, anil in sackcloth, and ashes;

4 And I prayed unto the Lokd my God,
and made my confession, and said, O Lord,

the great and terrible God, who keopeth the

covenant and kindness to those that love

* Meaning, "they shall be inferior."
' lUshi, referring to the wicked of Israel. Sa'adyah,

"when the transgrcs-sora (the four kings) are passed
away." I'hilippson renders as wo do, but refers it, like

Sa'adyah, to the wicked kings of the Greeks.
• i'. r. Strong through craft, not prowess. "And he will

destroy very many," is rendered by others, " the mighty,"
referring to the powerful nations as compared with Israel.

him, and to those that keep his command-
ments :

o We have sinned, and have committed
,
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have
rebelled, and have departed from thy com-
mandments and from thy ordinances;-

j

6 Nor have we hearkened unto thy ser-

[

vants the prophets, who spoke in thy name

I

to our king.s, our princes, and our fathers,

and to all the people of the land.

7 Thine, Lord, is the righteousness, but

unto us belongeth the shame of face, as it is

!
this day; to the men of Judah, and to the

I

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel,

those that are near, and that are far off,

I

through all the countries whither thou hast

driven them, because of their trespass that

i
they have trespassed against thee.

8 Lord, to us belongeth the shame of

1
face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our
fathers; because we have sinned against thee.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies

and pardonings; for we have rebelled against

him

;

10 And we have not obeyed the voice of

the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which
he set before us through means of his ser-

vants the prophets.

11 Yea, all Israel have transgres.sed thy
law, and have departed .so as not to obey thy
voice; therefore was poured out over us the

curse, with the oath that is written in the

law of Moses the servant of God ; because we
had sinned against him.

12 And he hath accomplished his words,

which he had spoken concerning us, and con-

cerning our judges that judged us, by bring-

ing upon us a great evil, which was never

done under the whole heaven as it hath been

done in Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Mo.ses;

all this evil came over us : yet offer we not

any entreaty before the Lord our God, to re-

turn from our iniquities, and to become intel-

ligent in thy truth.

14 Therefore did the Lord watch* over the

• Rashi. Others, "and through his intelligence ho

will cause craftiness to prosper in his hand."
• Ra.shi. Others, "1 was astonished (or depressed) at

the appearance, but no one understood it."

' The seer was then in about the year 69 of this period,

or one year before the reign of Cyrus, who gave the per-

mission to rebuild the temple in his first j'ear.

• Rashi, Sa'adyah, kc, "hastened with," &o.
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evil, and he brought it upon us ; for the Lord
our God is righteous because of all his deeds

which he hath done ; but we have not obeyed
his voice.

15 And now, Lord our God, who hast

bi'ought forth thy people out of the land of

Egypt with a strong hand, and hast made
thyself a (great) name, as it is this day : we
have sinned, we have done wickedly.

16 Lord, according to all thy righteous-

ness, I beseech thee, let thy anger and thy
fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem,

thy holy mountain ; because through our sins,

and through the iniquities of our fathers, Je-

rusalem and thy people are become a reproach

to all who are round" about us.

17 And now listen, our God, to the

prayer of thy servant, and to his supplica-

tions, and cause thy face to shine upon thy
sanctuary which is desolate, for the sake'' of

the Lord.

18 Incline, my God, thy ear, and hear;

open thy eyes, and look on our desolations,

and the city whereupon thy name is called;

for not (relying) on our acts of righteousness

do we present humbly our supplications be-

fore thee, but (relying) on thy great mercies.

19 Lord, hear; Lord, forgive; Lord,

hearken and do it; delay it not; for thy own
sake, my God; for thy name is called upon"

thy city and upon thy people.

20 And while I was 3'et speaking, and
praying, and confessing my sin and the sin

of my people Israel, and presenting my sup-

plication humbly befoi'e the Lord my God be-

cause of the holy mountain of my God

;

° Rashi; "our neighbours."
'' Furst, "because thou art Lord."
' I. e. Both are devoted to the acknowledgment of the

Lord, and are the bearers of his law and worship.—Pm-
LIPPSON.

* Rashi, literally, "made to fly in flying.'

• Others, "to finish," as though it were n^^b " to bring

to an end."
' So the Keri; the Kpli'b, "to seal up."
' Meaning, that prophecy and visions should be con-

firmed through the glorious fulfilment. Rashi conceives

that the angel tells Daniel that after the return of Israel

to Palestine there should be another destruction by Titus,

the captivity subsequent to which would be inflicted to re-

move, through sufferings, the sins of Israel, after which
the promised glory should be fully accomplished. An-
cient Jewish writers thought that the second temple stood

420 years, which with the 70 years of the Babylonian cap-

tivity, make 490. But the moderns suggest, and among
them Dr. Philippson, that the temple stood fiOO years,

21 Yea, while I was yet speaking in prayer,

the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the

vision at the beginning, came, flying* swiftly,

near me about the time of the evening obla-

tion.

22 And he gave me understanding, and
spoke with me, and said, Daniel, now am I

come forth to make thee intelligent with un-

derstanding.

23 At the beginning of thy supplications

the word went forth, and I am come to tell

it; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore

understand the matter, and have undei'stand-

ing of the appearance.

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon
thy people and upon thy holy city, to close

up" the transgression, and to make*^ an end
of sins, and to atone for iniquity, and to bring

in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up^

the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the
most holy things.

25 Know therefore and comprehend, that

from the going forth of the word to restore

and to build Jerusalem unto the anointed"" the

prince will be seven weeks; "and during sixty'-"'

and two weeks will it be again built with-<^
streets and ditches (around it), even in the-^-
pressure of the times. " '

26 And after the sixty and two weeks
will an anointed' one be cut off without a
successor to follow him; and the city and.- :

the sanctuary will the people of the prince

that is coming destroy ; but his end will come ^-^

in a violent overflow ; but until the end of.*

the war devastations are decreed (against it)."*

27 And he will make a strong covenant

wherefore the number 490 lacks 180 for their completion

to the destruction by Titus. So also must this chrono-

logy destroy the assumption that it terminates with the

vulgar era, since there is no conceivable period from

which the 70 weeks are to be computed to deduct them
from 530 years which elapsed from the permission of Cy-
rus to restore Jerusalem till then. Dr. Philippson ac-

cordingly thinks the period terminates with the downfall

of Antiochus. But we cannot in this note go over all his

calculations.
'' Rashi and other commentators refer this to Cyrus,

who after seven year-weeks and three years permitted

Jerusalem to be built up, which afterward existed under

all sorts of pressure from without, Persians, Greeks, and
Romans.

' After Rashi is this anointed Agrippa the last of the

Herodian princes; Philippson, however, Seleucus Philopa-

tor, who was poisoned by Antiochus, and who then usurp-

ed his government.
" Rashi, explaining, "Jerusalem shall experience a de-
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with the many for one week; and in tlie half

of the week will he cause the sacrifice and the

ohlation to cease, and this because of the pre-

valence" of the abominations which bringeth

devastation, and until destruction and what

is decreed shall be poured out upon the

waster.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ In the third'' year of Cyrus the king

of Persia a word was revealed unto Daniel,

whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the

word is the truth, but the time appointed is

long ofl':" and he'' noted the word, and took

notice of it in the appearance.

2 In those days I Daniel was mourning
three full weeks.

3 Costly food did I not eat, and flesh and
wine came not in my mouth, nor did I at all

anoint m3'self. till three whole weeks were

elapsed.

4 ^ And on the four and twentieth day
of the first month, I was by the side of the

great river, which is Chiddekel.

5 And I lifted up my eyes, and looked,

and behold there was a certain man clothed

in linen, and his loins were girded with fine

gold of Uphaz :"

6 And his body also was like the chryso-

lite, and his face like the appearance of light-

ning, and his eyes like torches of fire, and
his arms and his feet like the colour of polish-

ed copper, and the sound of his words like

the noise of a multitude.

7 And I Daniel saw alone this appearance;

but the men that were with me did not see

the appearance; nevertheless a great terror

fell upon them, so that they fled to hide

themselves.

8 And I was left by myself alone, and I

saw this great appearance, and there remain-

ed no strength in me; and my healthy colour

was changed on me into corruption, and I re-

tained no strength.

crco of desolation." Fiiret, "and till the end there is

decreed war with desolation." Philippson, "and till the

end there will be war, misery and wastings."
* Ilashi explains n:3 "wing" with "what is high like

the wing of a bird," hence the prevalence or victory of

idolatry. Philippson takes D'SE'O as the nominative to

n*3I7' "the destroyer will cause to cense—because of the

least touch of idol abominations," referring to tlie defiling

of the temple by the idolatrous sacrifices of Antiochus.
' Kashi remarks that this was the year when the ene-

(108

9 Then heard I the sound of his words;

and as I heard the sound of his words, I sank

in amazement on my face, with my face to-

ward the ground.

10 And, behold, a hand touched me, and

it moved me upon my knees and the. palms

of my hands.

11 And he said unto me, Daniel, the

man greatly beloved, mark well the words

that I speak unto thee, and stand on thy

standing-place; for now have I been sent

unto thee. And when he had spoken this

word unto me, I stood up trembling.

12 And he said unto me. Fear not, Daniel;

for from the first day that thou didst set thy

heart to obtain understanding, and to fast be-

fore thy God, were thy words heard, and I

am come in consequence of thy words.

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Per-

sia stood up against me one and twenty dftys;

but, lo, Michael, one of the chief jirinces,

came to help me; and I obtQined the victoi'y'

there with the kings of Persia.

14 Now am I come to make thee under-

stand what is to befall thj' people in the lat-

ter days; for the vision is yet for the (com-

ing) days.

15 And when he spoke unto me such

words, I directed my face toward the ground,

and I became dumb.
IG And, behold, something like the form

of the sons of men touched my lips; and I

opened my mouth, and I spoke, and said unto

him that stood opposite to me, my lord,

because of the appearance ni}^ pains sudden-

ly overcame me, and I have retained no
strength

;

17 And how is the servant of this my lord

able to speak with this my lord? and as for

me, from that moment there remained no
strength in me, and no breath was left in me.

18 Then there touched me again some-

thing like the appearance of a man, and he
strengthened me;

mics of Judah induced the king to stop the building of

the temple, (Ezra iv.;) hence Daniel's grief.

" Rashi. Others, " it concerneth great trouble."

'' Kashi, "to understand the word and to note it."

Philippson, "understand thou the word and understand it

well in the appearance," as an address to the reader.

Itjisiii, "wilii a belt set with jewels." Fiirst, "puri-

fied gold."
' Philippson, as in Gen. xlix. 4. Others, "I was left

behind."
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19 And he said, Fear not, man greatly

beloved : peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be

strong. And when he spoke with me, I felt

myself strengthened, and said. Let my lord

speak; for thou hast strengthened me.
20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore

I am come unto thee? and now will I return

to fight with the prince of Persia; and as

I am going forth, lo, the prince of Javan is

coming.

21 Nevertheless Avill I tell thee what is!

noted down in the waiting of truth;—and
there is none that holdeth with me (to as-

sist me) against those, except Michael your
prince.

CHAPTER XI.

1 ]y And I in the first year of Darius the

Mede had my station to assist and to protect

him.

2 And now will I tell thee the truth. Be-

hold, there will stand up yet three kings of

Persia ; and the fourth will obtain ftxr greater

riches than all (these) ; and when he is strong

through his riches Avill he stir up all, (name-

ly,)" the kingdom of Javan.*"

3 And then will stand up a mighty king,

who will rule with great dominion, and do
according to his pleasure.

4 And when he shall have stood, his king-

dom will be broken, and will be divided to-

ward the four winds of the heaven ; and not

to his posterity, nor according to his dominion
which he ruled; for his kingdom shall be

torn asunder, even for others beside those.

5 And the king of the south will become
strong, yea, he who is one of his princes ; but

(another) will become sti'ong against him,

and will rule ; a great dominion will his domi-

nion be.

6 But at the end of (some) 3'ears will they
associate themselves together; and the daugh-
ter of the king of the south" will come to the

king of the north to make a settlement of dif-

ficulties; but she will not retain the power

" Sa'adyah. Others, " he will stir up all against," &c.
" Javan, Greece and its colonies. Alexander is de-

scribed in the sequel.

" South and north, signify Egypt and Syria.
'' Lit. "arm," the symbol of strength.
' Philippson, "had taken her" (as wife). Comnienta-

of the support ;'' neither will he stand, nor

his support; but she will be given up, with

those that had brought her, and he that be-

gat her, and he that strengthened" her in

those times.

7 But there will stand up a sprout of her

roots in his place, and he will come to the

army, and will enter into the stronghold of

the king of the north, and will deal with
them, and prevail;

8 And also their gods with their molten
images,' with their precious vessels of silver

and of gold, will he carry into captivity to

Egypt; and he will stand ofl"^ some years

from the king of the north.

9 But this one will then enter the kingdom
of the king of the south, but then return

into his own land.

10 But his sons will commence a war, and
assemble a multitude of great armies; and
one will certainly enter, and overflow, and
pass along: then will he return, and make
war again, even to his strong-hold. >

11 And the king of the south will be mov-
ed with bitter wrath, and go forth and fight

with him, even with the king of the north:

and he will set forth a great multitude; but
the multitude (of the other) will be given

into his hand.

12 And the multitude will be lifted up,""

and his heart will become proud; and he will

cast down myriads; but he will not be
strengthened by it.

13 And the king of the north will return,

and set forth a multitude greater than the

former; and at the end of times, of years, will

he certainly come with a great army and
with much riches.

14 And in those times many will stand

up against the king of the south : also the re-

bellious' sons of thy people will lift them-
selves up to establish the vision; but they
will stumble.

15 And the king of the north will come,
and cast up a mound, and capture the city

' Rashi, "princes."

' i. e. Be at peace with him. Sa'adj'ah, " will continue

more years than," &c.
" Rashi. Aben Ezra, "will be carried awa}'," ?'. e.

the defeated Syrian army.
' Sa'adyah, explaining, " who have rebelled against

tors agree that these kings were Ptolemy Philadelphus
s God." Many Jews joined Antiochus, as though thus they

of Egypt, and Antiochus Theos of Syria.
||
could bring about the fulBlmcnt of the good prophecies
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defended by fortifications; and the arms of

the fioiith will not Avnthstand, and as regard-

etli his ciioson people, there will be no power

(in them) to withstand.

IG But he that coineth against him will do

according to his pleasure, and none will stand

before him; and he will place himself in the

glorious land, which will be altogether" in his

hand.

17 lie will also direct his face to enter

with the strength of his whole kingdom, hav-

ing professions of peace'' with him; and thus

will he do it; and he will give him the

daughter of his wife to destroy it;- but it will

not stand, and it will not remain his.

18 And he will direct his face unto the

isles, and capture many; but a chieftain will

cau.se to cease his reproach against him;

without his giving back to him Ills'* own re-

proach.

19 Then he will direct his foce toward the

strong-holds of his own land; but he will

stumble and fixll, and will no more be found.

20 And there will stand up in his place one

who will cause the exactor (of taxes) to pass''

through the glorious (land) of the kingdom;
but within a lew days will he be broken, but

not in anger, nor in battle.

21 And there will stand up in his place a

despicable' person, to whom they assigned not

the honour of the kingdom; but he will come
in ([uietly, and lay hold of the kingdom by

ilatteries.

22 And the powers of the overflow will be

swept away from before him, and will be

broken; yea, so also the prince in covenant
with him.

2;] And from the time of his as.sociating

with him will he deal deceitfully; and he
will come up, and obtain the victory with a

small number of people.

24 In quiet and into the fattest portion of

the province will he enter; and he will do
what his fathers have not done, nor his

fathers' fathers; the prey, and spoil, and
riches will he divide freely to them, and

* Rashi, "ho will destroy it by his armies."
' Aben Ezra, as above, ver. 0. Ilasbi, "righteous ones

with him."
' i'. r. Tlie kingdom of the other; but he will have no

Bucccsa in this scheme.
* Fiirst, " that he will not repeat to him this reproach."
* Raslii, "who will drive out," &o., alluding to the As-
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against the strong-holds will he devise his

plans, but only till a certain time.

25 And he will then stir up his power and
his courage''' against the king of the south

with a great army ; and the king of the south

will prepare himself for the war with, an ex-

ceedingly great and mighty arm}-; but he
will not stand; for they will devise (evil)

plans against him.

2G Yea, they that eat of his food will

bring his downfall,** and the army of the

other will overllow ; and many will fall down
.slain.

27 And as for both these kings, their heart

is bent on mischief, and at one table will

they speak lies; but it shall not prosper; for

the end is yet for the time appointed.

28 Then will he return into his land with
great riches; and his heart will be against

the holy covenant; and he will do it, and re-

turn to his own land.

29 At the time appointed Avill he return,

and enter into the south; but not as in the

former will it be in the latter time.

30 For there will come against him the

ships of Kittini; and he will become faint-

hearted, and return, and will rage against

the holy covenant; and Avill do it; and he
will return, and have an understanding with
those that forsake the holy covenant.

31 And army divisions Avill proceed from
him, and they will defile the sanctuary, the

fortress, and remove the continual sacrifice,

and they will set up the desolating abomina-
tion.

32 And such as act wickedly against the

covenant will he corrupt by ilatteries; but

the people that do know their God will be

strong, and deal (valiantly).'

33 And the intelligent among the people

will impart understanding to many; yet they

will stuml)le tiirough the sword, and through

llame, through captivity, and through Ix-ing

plundered lor some time.

34 liut in their stumbling will they be

aided with a little help; but many will join

moneans, and the end of the family wars by which they

wore overthrown.
' Antiochus Kpiphancs, called also Epimanes, or mad-

man, for his despicable conduct.
' Lit. "heart." ' Lit. "will break him."
' Ra.shi, "will lay hold of the fear of God, and act ac-

cording til till' law."
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themselves to them with deceptive flatte-

ries.

35 And some of the intelhgent will stumble,

to make a purification among them, and to se-

lect and to cleanse" them, until the time of the

end ; because it is yet for the time appointed.

36 And the king will do according to his

pleasure; and he will exalt and magnify him-

self above every god, and against the God of

gods will he speak incredible things, and he

will prosper till the indignation be at an end;

for that which is determined will be accom-

plished.''

37 And to the gods of his fathers will he

pay no regard ; and to the desire of women,"

or to any god whatever Avill he not pay any

regard ; for above all will he magnify himself.

38 But in his place will he pay honour to

the god of the fortresses ;'' and to a god whom
his fathers knew not will he pay honour with

gold, and silver, and with precious stones,

and costly things.

39 This will he do for the very strong for-

tresses together with the strange god; who-
ever will acknowledge him, him will he give

much honour; and he will cause such to rule

over many, and he will divide out the land

for a price.

40 And at the time of the end will the

king of the south push against him ; and the

king of the north will come against him like

a storm-wind, with chariots, and with horse-

men, and with many ships ; and he will enter

into some countries, and will overflow and
pass along.

41 And he Avill enter into the glorious

land, and much will be overthrown; but

these will escape out of his hand, even Edom,
and Moab, and the first portion of the children

of 'Ammon.
42 And he will stretch forth his hand

against some countries; and the land of

Egypt will not escape.

43 And he will have control over the

treasures of gold and of silver, and over all

" Lit. "make white," wash away impurities.

' Sa'adyah, "and God accomplish the evil determined

on (against the enemies of Israel)."

' This is explained by modern commentators to be a fe-

male deity worshipped at Elymais, whose temple Antiochus

endeavoured to plunder. Kashi explains, in part allegori-

oally, "The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;—the con-

gregation of Israel, called, ' the beautiful of women/ " &c.

the costly things of Egypt; and the Libyans
and the Ethiopians will follow at his steps.

44 But reports out of the east and out of

the north will terrify him; and he will go
forth with great fury to destroy, and to ex-

terminate many.
4r5 And he will pitch the tents" of his pa-

lace between seas and the glorious holy

mountain ; and he will come to his end, with-

out one to help him.

CHAPTER XIL
1 And at that time will Michael, the great

prince who standeth for the children of thy
people, stand forth; and there will be a time
of distress, such as hath never been since the

existence of any nation, until that same time

;

and at that time shall thy people be deli-

vered, every one that shall be found written

in the book.

2 And many of those that sleep in the

dust of the earth shall awake, some to ever-

la.sting life, and some to disgrace and ever-

lasting abhorrence.

3 And the intelligent shall shine brilliantly

like the brilliance of the expanse (of the

sky) ; and they that bring many to righteous-

ness shall be like the stars, for ever and
ever.

4 ][ But thou, Daniel, close up the

Avords, and seal the book, until the time of

the end: many will roam about,' j-et shall

knowledge be increased.

5 Then I Daniel looked, and behold, there

were two others standing, the one on this

side of the bank of the stream, and the other

on that side of the bank of the stream.

6 And one said to the man clothed in

linen, who was above the waters of the

stream. How long shall it be to the end of

these wonders?
7 Then heard I the man clothed in linen,

who was above the waters of the stream;

and he lifted up his right hand and his left

hand unto the heavens, and swore by the

^ This is said to refer to the Capitolian idol, to whicii

Antiochus commenced a temple in Antiochia; but which
he did not complete.

" Meaning, the royal tent of state which oriental rulers

carried with them in their campaigns.
' As in 'Amos viii. \'2; they will seek, perhaps, and

not find divine knowledge; still will this gradually in-

crease till it conquers the world. (Sec Isa. xi. 9, &c.)
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Kvcrliving One that after a time, times, and

a liaU; and when there shall be an end to

the cnishing of the power of the holy people,

all these things shall be ended.

8 And I heard indeed, but I understood it

not : then said I, O my lord, what shall be

the end" of these things?

9 And he said. Go (thy way), Daniel; for

the words are closed up and sealed till the

time of the end.

10 Many shall be selected and cleansed,

and purified; but the wicked will deal wick-

I'

edly ; and none of the wicked will under-

stand; but the intelligent will understand.

11 And from the time that the continual

I

sacrifice will be removed, even to set up the

desolating abomination, there will be a thou-

i'sand two hundred and ninety days.*" .

12 Happy is he that waiteth, and attain-

eth to the thousand three hundred and five

and thirty days.

13 But thou, go (thy way) toward the end;

and thou shall rest, and arise again for thy

;
lot at the end of the days.

THE BOOK OF EZRA,
Nirr -itJD.

CHAPTER I.

1 Tl And in the first year of Cyrus the

king of Persia, at the time'' the word of the

Loud by the mouth of Jeremiah was accom-

])lished, the Loud awakened the spirit of

Cyrus the king of Persia; and he caused a

])roclamation to be made throughout all his

kingdom, and also by means of writing, say-

ing,

2 Thus hath said Cyrus the king of Per-

sia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the

Loud the Cod of heaven given unto me; and

he hath directed me to Iniild for him a house

at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

3 Whoever among you that is of all his

people, may his God be with him, and let

him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah,

and build the house of the Loud the God of

Israel, he is the God who"" is in Jerusalem.

4 And whosoever reinaineth" out of any
place where he hath sojourned, him shall the

men of his jjlace a.ssist with silver, and with

gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside

* I'hilippson, "consequence," or "result."
' Tills verse is supposed to refer to the time during

wliicli the tcniplf" was desecrated by Antioobus, till it.s re-

dedicution, and the next verse to the diath of Antiochus.

Though the chronologists are not very clear ou the last

point.

012

the freewill offering for the house of God
which is in Jerusalem.

5 Then rose up the chiefs of the divisions

of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and

the Levites, with all tho.se whose spirit God
had awakened, to go up to build the house

of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

6 And all those that were round about

them supplied them' with vessels of silver,

with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and

with precious things, beside all that was will-

ingly oflered.

7 ^ Also king Cyrus brought forth the

vessels of the house of the Lord, which

Nebuchadnezzar had brought away out of

Jerusalem, and had placed in the hou.se of

his god

:

8 P]ven these did Cyrus the king of Persia

bring forth through the hand of Mithredath

the treasurer, and counted them out unto

Sheshl)az'/.ar, the prince, for Judah.

D And this is their number: thirty chargers*

of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine

and twenty knives,

° Rashi. Others, "that the word of the Lord by the

mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled."

^ Abcn Ezra, "wliioli," referring to "house."
• Ilashi and Abcn Kzra explains, " out of poverty."
' Lit. "strengthened (them) by their hands."
« i'. f. Basins, to hold the blood of sacrifices.
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10 Thirty cups of gold, silver cups of a

second degree four hundred and ten, other

vessels a thousand.

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver

were five thousand and four hundred. All

these did Sheshbazzar' bring up with the

exiles that were brought up from Babylon
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ Now these are the children of the

province who went up out of the captivity of

the exile, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon had carried away into exile unto

Babylon, and who returned unto Jerusalem

and Judah, every one unto his city;

2 Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua',

Nehemiah, Serayah, Re'elayah, Mordecai, Bil-

shan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rechum, Ba'anah. The
number of the men of the people of Israel

was:*"

3 The children of Par'osh, two thousand

one hundred seventy and two.

4 The children of Shephatyah, three hun-

dred seventy and two.

5 The children of Arach, seven hundred
seventy and five.

6 The children of Pachath-moab, of the

children of Jeshua' and Joilb, two thousand

eight hundred and twelve.

7 The children of 'Elam, one thousand two
hundred fifty and four.

8 The children of Zatthu, nine hundred

forty and five.

9 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred
and sixty.

10 The children of Bani, six hundred forty

and two.

11 The children of ^ebai, six hundred
twenty and three.

12 The childi'en of 'Azgad, one thousand

two hundred twenty and two.

13 The children of Adonikam, six hundred
sixty and six.

14 The children of Bigvai, two thousand
fifty and six.

' Aben Ezra supposes this to be Zerubbabel's name in

Chaldean.
* Philippson observes that Nehemiah (Heb. Nechem-

yah,~) and Mordecai were evidently not the two cele-

brated characters. Also that there is a discrepancy be-

tween the names here given and in Nehemiah vii. ; as also

in the numbers, which here are 29,818, there 31,089,
5 P

15 The children of 'Adin, four hundred
fifty and four.

IG The children of Ater of Hezekiah,
ninety and eight.

17 The children of Bezai, three hundred
twenty and three.

18 The children of Jorah, one hundred
and twelve.

19 The children of Chashum, two hundred
twenty and three.

20 The children of Gibbar, ninety and
five.

21 The people" of Beth-lechem, one hun-
dred twenty and three.

22 The men of Netophah, fifty and six.

23 The men of 'Anathoth, one hundred
twenty and eight.

24 The people of 'Azmaveth, forty and
two.

25 The people of Kiryath-'arim, Kephirah,
and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty and
three.

26 The people of Ramah and Geba', six

hundred twenty and one.

27 The men of Michmass, one hundred
twenty a7id two.

28 The men of Beth-el and 'Ai, two hun-

dred twenty and three.

29 The people of Nebo, fifty and two.

30 The children of Magbish, one hundred
fifty and six.

31 The children of the other 'Elam, one
thousand two hundred fifty and four.

32 The children of Charim, three hundred
and twenty.

33 The people of Lod, Chadid, and Ono,

seven hundred twenty and five.

34 The people of Jericho, three hundred
forty and five.

35 The people of Senaah, three thousand

and six hundred and thirty.

36 The priests were : the children of Jeda'-

yah, of the house of Jeshua', nine hundred
seventy and three.

37 The children of Immei", one thousand

fifty and two.

when added together, while the total number is given as

42,360. There must therefore be some omissions in the

lists, and perhaps some minor families have been left out.

° It will be observed that from this verse to 34 the

towns are mostly mentioned instead of the parents; there-

fore we have rendered 'J3 with " people" instead of chil-

dren.
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38 The children of Pa-shchur, one thousand

two hundred forty and seven.

39 The children of Charim, one thousand

and seventeen.

40 The Levites were: the children of

Jeshua' and Kadmiel, of the children of

Hodavyah, seventy and four.

41 The .singers were: the children of As-

saph, one hundred twenty and eight.

42 Tlie children of the gate-keepers were

:

the children of Shallum, the children of Ater,

the children of Talmon, the children of 'Ak-

kub, the children of Chatita. the children of

Shobai. in all one hundred thirty and nine.

43 The temple-servants* were: the children

of Zicha, the children of Chasupha, the chil-

dren of Tabba'oth.

44 The children of Keross, the children of

Si'aha, the children of Padon,
45 The children of Lebanah, the children

of Chagabah, the children of 'Akkub,
46 The children of Chagab, the children

of Shalmai, the children of Chanan,
47 The children of Giddel, the children of

Gachar, the children of Reiiyah,

48 The children of Rezin, the children of

Nekoda. the children of Gazzani,

49 Tlie children of 'Uzza, the children of

Pa.seach, the children of Bessai,

00 The children of Asnali, the children of

Me'unim, the children of Nephussim,
51 The children of Bakbuk, the children

of Chakupha, the children of Charchur,

52 The children of Bazluth, the children

of Mechida, the children of Charsha,

53 The children of Barkoss, the children

of Sis.sera, the children of Thaniach,
54 The children of Noziach, the children

of Chatipha.

55 The children of Solonion's servants

were: the children of Sotai, tiie children of

Sophereth, the children of Peruda.
50 The children of Ja'alah, the children

of Darkon, the children of Giddel,

57 The children of Shephatyah, the chil-

dren of Chattil, the children of Pochereth-
hazebayim, the children of Ami.

58 AH the temple-servants, and the chil-

* Heb A^rlhinim.
^ This evidently Persian word is said to mean "ruler,"

or "covcmor," from lor^t, "the strong." Some suppose
it to DO Nchemiab ; but was more probably Zerubbabel.
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dren of Solomon's servants, were three hun-
dred and ninety and two.

59 ^ And these are tho.se who went up from
Thel-melach, Thel-charsha. Kerub, Addan,
and Immer; but they could not tell their

family division, and their descent, whether
they were of Israel

:

GO The children of Delayah, the children

of Tobiyah, the children of Nekoda, six hun-

dred fifty and two.

61 And of the children of the priests:

the children of Chabaj-ah, the children of

Hakkoz, the children of Barzillai, who had
taken a wife from the daughters of Bar-

zillai the Gil'adite, and was called after their

name;
62 These sought for their family-register,

but it was not found; wherefore they were
excluded, as unfit, from the priesthood.

63 And the Tliirshatha'' said unto them,

that the}- should not eat of the most holy

things, till there should stand up a priest with

the Urim and Thummim.
64 The whole congregation together was

forty and two thousand three hundred and
sixty.''

65 Besides their servants and their maids,

of whom there were seven thousand three

hundred thirty and seven; they had also

two hundred singing men and singing wo-
men.

66 Their horses were seven hundred thirty

and six; their mules, two hundred forty and
five;

67 Their camels, four hundred thirty and
five; their a.s.ses, six thousand seven hundred
and twenty.

68 ^ And some of the chiefs of the divi-

sions, when they came to the house of the

Lord which is at Jerusalem, ofl'ered freewill

gifts for the house of God to set it up in its

place;

69 After their ability thov gave unto the

treasure for the work sixty and one thousand

drachms'" of gold, and five thousand manehs
of silver, and one hundred coats for the

priests.

70 ^ Aaid the priests, and the Levites,

° Philippson, deeming the men alone enumerated, .sup-

poses the whole to amount to about '200,000 souls.

' The Persian Darikc, from Dara and Kaman, "the

king's bow," either of gold or silver. Heb. Darkemon.
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and some of the people, and the singers, and

the gate-keepers, and the temple-servants,

dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in their

cities.
11

CHAPTER III. I

1 And when the seventh month drew near,

and the children of Israel were in the cities,

the people gathered themselves together as

one man to Jerusalem.
"

2 Then arose Jeshua* the son of Jozadak,

and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel

the son of Shealthiel, and his brethren, and

they built the altar of the God of Israel, to

ofier thereon burnt-offerings, as it is written

in the law of Moses the man of God.

3 And they erected the altar upon its

foundations; for there was fear* upon them
because of the people of these countries : and

they offered thereon burnt-offerings unto the

Lord, burnt-offerings at morning and at even-

ing.

4 •[ And they celebrated the feast of taber-

nacles, as it is written, and (offered) the daily

burnt-offerings by number, according to the

prescribed manner, the offering of eveiy day
on its day;

5 And afterward the continual burnt-offer-

ing, and that for the new moons, and for all

the feasts of the Lord that are hallowed, and

that of every one who willingly offered a free-

will offering unto the Lord.

6 From the first day of the seventh month
began they to offer burnt-offerings unto the

Lord; although the foundation of the temple
j

of the Lord had not yet been laid.
j

7 Then did they give money unto the ma-
sons, and to the carpenters; and food, and
drink, and oil, unto the Zidonians and Ty-
rians, to bring cedar-trees from the Lebanon
by sea to Joppa,* according to the permission

j

of Cyrus the king of Persia for them.

8 •" And in the second year of their com-
ing unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in

the second month, did Zerubbabel the son of

Shealthiel, and Jeshua' the son of Jozadak,

and the remainder of their brethren the

priests and the Levites, and all the}' that

were come out of the capti\'ity unto Jerusa-

j

' Rashi explains, that they built the altar before the

temple, so that the non-Israelites should hare no cause

to calumniate them, as their whole intention was evidently

merely to restore the worship.
|

lem make a beginning; and they appointed

the Levites, from twenty years old and up-

ward, to superintend' the work of the house

of the Lord.

9 Then stood forward Jeshua' with his

sons and brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the

sons of Judah, as one man, to superintend the

workmen in the house of God; (also) the

sons of Chenadad, their sons and their bre-

thren the Levites.

10 And when the builders laid the founda-

tion of the temple of the Lord, they placed

the priests in their apparel with trumpets,

and the Levites the sons of Assaph with

cATnbals. to praise the Lord, after the manner
of David the king of Israel.

11 And they sang responsively in praise

and thanksgiving imto the Lord; because he

is good, for unto everlasting endureth his

kindness toward Israel. And all the people

shouted with a great shout, while praising

the Lord, because the foundation of the house

of the Lord was laid.

12 But many of the priests and Levites

and chiefs of the divisions, the aged, who had

seen the first house, when the foundation of

this house was laid before their eyes, wept

with a loud voice; while many, shouting for

joy, raised aloud their voice;

13 So that the people could not distinguish

the noise of the shout of joy from the noise

of the weeping of the people ; for the people

shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was

heard ever so far off.

CHAPTER IV.

1 ^ Now when the adversaries of Judah

and Benjamin heard that the children of the

exile were building the temple unto the Lord

the God of Israel

:

2 Then came they near to Zerubbabel. and

to the chiefs of the divisions, and said unto

them. Let us build with you; for like you

will we seek your God; and unto him'* do we
sacrifice since the days of Essar-chaddon the

king of Asshur, who hath brought us up

hither.

3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua', and the

rest of the chiefs of the divisions of Israel,

" Heb. Taplo.
' Rashi, as in Psalm, nxnS "to chaunt at," &c.

* So the Keri; the Ketih kSi "and not"' would require

'for we do not sacrifice."
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Siiid unto tliem, It is not obligatory on you and

on us to l)uild a house unto our God ; but we
ourselves together must build unto the Lord

the God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of

Persia hath commanded us.

4 Then did the people of the land weaken

the hands of the people of Judah, and fright-

ened them off from building,

5 And they hired against them counsellors,

to frustrate their purpose, all the days of

Cyrus the king of Persia, and even until the

reign of Darius the king of Persia.

6 ^ And in the reign of Achashverosh," in

the beginning of his reign, wrote they an ac-

cusation against the inhabitants of Judah
and Jerusalem.

7 ^ And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote

Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of

their companions, unto Artaxerxes the king

of Persia; and the writing of the letter was
written in Aramic, and interpreted in Ara-

mic.

8 ^ Rechum the counsellor and Shimshai

the scribe wrote a certain letter against Jeru-

salem to Artaxerxes the king as followeth

:

9 Then (wrote) Rechum the counsellors,

and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their

companions, from Din, and Apharsathach,

Tarpcl, Apharass, Erech, Babylon, Shushan,

Dehav, and 'Elam,

10 And the rest of the nations whom the

great and honoured Assnapper brought into

exile, and settled in the cities of Samaria,

and the rest that are on this side the river,

and so forth.''

11 ^ This is the copy of the letter which
they sent unto him, even unto king Ar-

taxerxes : Thy servants the men on this side

the river, and so forth.

12 ^ Be it made known unto the king,

that the Jews who removed away from thee

are come up to us unto Jerusalem, are build-

ing the rebellious and the bad city, and are

completing the walls, and are joining together

the foundations.

13 Be it now known unto the king, that,

if this city be rebuilt, and the walls be com-
pleted, they will not give tax, tribute, and

* Philippson suggests that Achashvcrosh here spoken
of is the I'Hcudo-Smcrdi.s, who reigned a short time after

Cambyscs, here called Artm/ishonhlh, ArtaxcrxcH. Fiirst,

however, rcvcrse.s this order.
' Fiirst. Rashi, A' '<;i»/A, a.s the naiuo of a place.
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toll, and the royal revenues will suffer

damage.
14 Now because we eat the salt" of the

palace, and it is not proper for us to see the

king's dishonour, therefore have we sent and
let the king know this;

15 That search may be made in the book
of the memorable events of thy fathers, and
thou Avilt find in the book of the memorable
events, and know that this city is a rebellious

cit}^ and hurtful unto kings and provinces,

and that they have practised sedition within

the same from the most ancient time; for

which cause this city was destroyed.

16 We let the king know that, if this city

be rebuilt, and its walls be completed, by this

means thou Avilt have no more any portion

on this side the river.

17 ^ Then sent the king a reply unto
Rechum the counsellor, and to Shimshai the

scribe, and to the rest of their companions
that dwell in Samaria, and unto the rest of

those beyond the river. Peace,** and so forth.

18 The letter which ye have sent unto us

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And an order was given by me, and

search was made, and it was found that this

city from the most ancient time hath lifted

itself up against kings, and that rebellion and
sedition have been practised therein.

20 And that mighty kings have been over
Jerusalem, who ruled over all the countries

beyond the river; and that tax, tribute, and
toll was given unto them.

21 Now give ye the order to stop these

men, and tliis city shall not be built, until

the order be given from me.
22 Ta.kc heed now that 3-e commit no

error in tliis: that not any injury may grow
(out of this) to the damage of the kings.

23 ^[ Thereupon so soon as the copy of
king Artaxerxes' letter was read before Re-
chum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their

companions, did they go up in haste to Jeru-

salem unto the Jews, and stopped them by
force and power.

24 Then wa^i stopped the work of the

house of God which is at Jerusalem, and it

° This term siguifies among the Persians and Hindoos
to be in some one's scmcc, and to derive support from

him.
* Others take dSb' not as peace, but as the name of a

place, Shclam.
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remained interrupted until the second year
of the reign of Darius the king of Persia.

CHAPTER V.

1 ][ Then prophesied Haggai the prophet

and Zechariah the son' of 'Iddo, the prophets,

unto the Jews tliat were in Judah and Jeru-

salem, in the name of the God of Israel, con-

cerning them.

2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of

SheJilthiel, and Jeshua' the son of Jozadak,

and began to build the house of God which is

in Jerusalem; and Avith them were the pro-

phets of God helping them.

3 T[ At the same time came to them
Thathnai, the governor on this side of the

river, and Shethar-bozenai, and their compa-
nions, and thus they said unto them, Who
hath given you an order to build this house,

and to complete these walls?

4 Then said we unto them after this man-
ner, which are the names of the men that

erect this building.''

5 But the eye of their God was upon the

elders of the Jews, so that they did not stop

them, till the matter came to Darius; and
they then returned an answer by letter con-

cerning this.

6 A copy of the letter which Thathnai,
the governor on this side of the river, and
Shethar-bozenai, and his companions, the

Apharsachites, who were on this side of the

river, sent unto king Darius.

7 They sent a report unto him, and thus

was it written therein : Unto king Darius be

all peace.

8 Be it known unto the king, that we Avent

into the province of Judah, to the house of

the great God, which they are building with

heavy stones, and timber is laid in the walls,

and this work is urged with speed, and it

prospereth in their hands.

9 Then asked we these elders, and after

this manner said we unto them, Who hath
given you the order to build this house, and
to complete these walls?

10 Also their names did we ask of them,
to let thee know them, that we might write

down the names of the men that are at their

head.

11 ^ And in this manner did they return

us answei', saying, We are the servants of the

God of heaven and earth, and we build the

house that was built before this many years,

and a great king of Israel built and com-
pleted it.

12 But since our fathers had provoked the

God of heaven unto wrath, he gave them up
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon, the Chaldean, and he destroyed tliis

house, and carried the people as exiles into

Babylon.

1 o However, in the first year of Cyrus the

king of Babylon, king Cyrus gave an order

to build this house of God.

14 And also the vessels of gold and silver

of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar
had taken out of the temple that was in Jeru-

salem, and brought into the temj^le of Baby-
i'lon, these did king Cyrus take out of the

temple of Babylon, and gave them unto one,

Sheshbazzar by name, whom he had ap-

pointed as governor;

15 And he said unto him. Take these ves-

sels, go, carry them into the temple which
is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be

built on its site.

16 ][ Then came this same Sheshbazzar,

(and) laid the foundation of the house of God
which is in Jerusalem; and from that time

even until now they have been building it,

but it is not yet finished.

17 And now, if it seem good to the king,

let search be made in the king's treasure-

house, which is thei'e at Babylon, whether it

be so, that an order was given by king Cyrus
to build this house of God at Jerusalem, and
let the king send to us his pleasure concern-

ing this matter.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ Then gave king Darius an order, that

they should make search in the house of the

books, where the treasui'es were laid up there

in Babylon.

2 And there was found at Achmetha,'' in

* i. e. The grandson, his father being Bereehyah. The the decree was found there, not in Babylon—Cyrus hav-

father's name is often omitted in Bible genealogies. : ing perhaps issued it from the former, or it was trans-

^ Philippson. Fiirst, after Rashi, "They also spoke to ferred there when the records were removed. Eashi ren-

them in the same manner, Who are these men," &c. ders Achmctka with "closet," or "vessel," iu which
° Ekbatana, the summer residence of the Persian kings; records were preserved.
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the castle that is in the province of Media, a
j

roll, and therein was thus written : A record.'

3 ^[ In the first year of king Cyrus, king

Cyrus gave an order concerning the house of

God at Jerusalem, Let the house be built, the

place where they used to offer sacrifices, and

let its foundations be strongly laid; its height

shall be sixty cubits, its breadth sixty cubits,

4 With three rows of heavy stones, and a

row of new timber; and let the expenses be

given out of the king's house;
'

5 And also let the golden and silver vcs-

1

sels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnez-

zar took away out of the temple which is in

Jerusalem, and brought unto 13abylon, be re-

stored, and brought back unto the temple

which is in Jerusalem, every one to its place,

and let them be put in the house of God.

6 ^ Now Thathnai, governor beyond the

river, Shethar-bozenai, and your companions

the Apharsachites, who are beyond the river,

be ye far from there;

7 Let the work of this house of God alone

;

let the governor of the Jews and the elders

of the Jews build this house of God on its

site.

8 And by me is the order given what ye

shall do to the elders of these Jews for the

building of this hou.se of God, that out of the

king's property, arising out of the tax beyond

the river, forthwith the expenses shall be

given unto these men, that they be not hin-

dered.

9 And what they have need of, both 3"oung

bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt-

offerings unto the God of heaven, wheat, salt,

wine, and oil, according to the requirement

of the priests who are at Jerusalem, shall be

given unto them day by day, without fail;

10 That they may offer sacrifices of sweet

savours luito the God of heaven, and pray for

the life of the king, and of his sons.

11 Also is by me the order given, that if

any man should alter this command, timber

shall be pulled down from his house, and be-

ing set up, he shall be hanged thereon; and

his house shall be made a dunghill for this.

12 And may the God that causeth his

name to dwell there cast down every king

* So Fiirst ; ?. e.. the record boro this inscription.

Others, " was written as a record."

' Herxheimer explains, "this decree."
" Chald. ylrtncAs^asAM, Artaxerxcs Longimanus, the
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and people that will stretch forth their hand
to alter,'' to destroy this house of God which
is in Jerusalem. I Darius have given the

order; let it be done speedily.

13 T[ Then did Thathnai, the governor on
this side of the river, Shethar-bozenai, and their

companions, in accordance with what king

Darius had sent, act in this manner speedily.

14 And the elders of the Jews built, and

they prospered, through the prophesying of

Ilaggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son

of 'Iddo. And they built, and completed it,

according to the order of the God of Israel,

and according to the order of Cyrus, and Da-

rius, and Artaxerxes"" the king of Persia.

15 And this house was finished on the

third day of the month Adar, which was in

the sixth year of the reign of king Darius.

16 Then celebrated the children of Israel,

the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of

the children of the exile, the dedication of

this hou.se of God with joy;

17 And they offered for the dedication of

this house of God one hundred bullocks, two
hundred rams, four hundred lambs; and for a

sin-offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, ac-

cording to the number of the tribes of Israel.

18 And they stationed the priests in their

orders, and the Levites in their divisions, for

the service of God, Avliich is in Jerusalem; as

it is written in the book of Moses.

19 ^[ And the children of the exile pre-

pared the passover- (sacrifice) on the four-

teenth day of the first month.
20 For the priests and the Levites had

purified themselves, as one man were all of

them clean; and they slaughtered the pass-

ovcr-sacrifice for all the children of the exile,

and for their brethren the priests, and for

themselves.

21 And then did the children of Israel, who
were returned out of the exile, and all such

as had separated themselves unto them from
the uncleanness of the nations of the earth,

to seek the Loud the God of Israel, eat thereof;

22 And they celebrated the feast of un-

leavened bread seven days with joy; for the

Lord had made them joyful, and had turned

the heart of the king of Asshur toward them.

second successor of Darius Hystaspis. Perhaps the king

here named was Xerxes, as Longimanus became king

about 55 years after this time ; consequently the temple

was completed by Zcrubbabcl before his accession.
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to strengthen their hands in the work of the

house of God, the God of Israel.

CHAPTER VII.

1 T[ And after these things, in the reign

of Artaxerxes the king of Persia, 'Ezra* the

son of Serayah, the son of 'Azaryah. the son

of Chilkiyaii,

2 The son of Shallum, the son of Zadok,
the son of Achitub,

3 The son of Amaryah, the son of 'Azar-

yah, the son of Merayoth,
4 The son of Zerachyah, the son of 'Uzzi,

the son of Bukki,

5 The son of Abishua', the son of Phine-
has, the son of Elazar, the son of Aaron the

chief priest

:

6 This 'Ezra went up from Babylon ; and
he was a practised expounder'' in the law of

Moses, which the Lord the God of Israel had
given; and the king gave him, according to

the hand of the Lord his God upon him, all

his request.

7 And there went up some of the children

of Israel, and of the priests, and the Levites,

and the singers, and the gate-keepers, and
the temple-servants, unto Jerusalem, in the

seventh year of king Artaxerxes.

8 And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth

month, which was in the seventh year of the

king.

9 For on the first day of the first month
was the commencement of the expedition

from Babylon, and on the first day of the

fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according

to the good hand of his God upon him.

10 For 'Ezra had directed his heart to in-

quire in the law of the Lord, and to do it,

and to teach in Israel statutes and ordi-

nances.

11 ^ Now this is the copy of the letter

which king Artaxerxes gave unto 'Ezra the

priest, the expounder of the law, the ex-

pounder of the words of the commandments
of the Lord, and of his statutes for Israel.

12 Artaxerxes, the king of kings, unto

' AccordiDg to Zunz's chronological tables, there elapsed

58 years between the finishing of the temple under Zerub-
babcl and Zeehariah and their associates to the immigra-
tion of 'Ezra under Arthaih!<Iia.</li, as he is called here.

But Rashi makes Ijim identical with Darius—Arthach-
shasth being taken as a general appellation of the Persian

kings; and others deem 'Ezra identical with Malachi.

'Ezra the priest, the expounder of the law of

the God of heaven, the perfect, and so forth.

13 By me is the order given, that every
one who is freely willing in my kingdom out

of the people of Israel, and their priests and
Levites, to go up to Jerusalem, may go up
with thee;

14 Forasmuch as thou art sent on the

part of the king, and of his seven counsellors,

to make inquiry concerning Judah and Jeru-

salem, according to the law of thy God which
is in thy hand;

lo And to carry the silver and gold, which
the king and his counsellors have freely ofier-

ed unto the God of Israel, whose habitation

is in Jerusalem,

IG And all freewill offerings of silver and
gold that thou canst find in all the province

of Babylon, with the freewill offerings which
the people and the priests offer willingly for

the house of their God which is in Jerusa-

lem.

17 Therefore mayest thou buy speedily

Avith this money bullocks, rams, lambs, with
their meat-offerings and their drink-offerings,

and offer them upon the altar of the house

of 3"our God which is in Jerusalem.

18 And whatsoever shall seem good to

thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the

rest of the silver and the gold, that do ac-

cording to the will of your God.

19 And the vessels which have been given

unto thee for the service of the house of thy
God, deliver thou before tlie God of Jerusa-

lem.

20 And the remainder that will yet be

needful for the house of thy God, which thou

shalt have occasion to procure," procure out

of the king's treasure-house.

21 And by me, me king Artaxerxes, is the

order given unto all the treasurers who are

be3ond the river, that whatsoever 'Ezra the

priest, the expounder of the law of the God
of heaven, may demand of you, shall be done
speedily,

22 Up to one hundred talents of silver,

° Rashi. Lit. "scribe," but the word 131D sophcr,

though often meaning secretary or scribe, signifies also

one learned in religion ; the word frequently occurring in

the Mishnah D'lSiD "the learned," or "scholars;" but it

is also possible that 'Ezra was a state secretary to the

Persian king, wherefore he was sent to Judah.
'' Lit. "to give," "to pay out."
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and lip to one hundred cors of wheat, and up

to one hinuhvd baths of wine, and up to one

hundred bath.s of oil, and salt without pre-

scriliinp; it.

28 What.soever is ordered by the God of

heaven shall be carefully done for the house

of the God of heaven; for why should there

l)e wrath against the kingdom of the king

and his sons?

24 And to you make we it known, that on

any of the priests and Levites, singers, gate-

keepers, and templc-.servants, or ministers of

this house of God, no one shall be empowered

to impose any tax, tribute, or toll.

25 And thou, 'Ezra, according to the wis-

dom of thy God which is in thy hand, ap-

point judges and magistrates, who are to

judge all the people that are beyond the

river, all such as know the laws of thy God;
and make ye it known to those" that know
them not.

26 And if there be any one who will not do

the law of thy God, and the law of the king,

let justice be speedily executed upon him,

whether it be unto death or to banishment,''

or to a fine on goods, or to imprisonment.

27
^I

Blessed be the Lord the God of our

fathers, who hath put the like of this in the

heart of the king, to glorify the house of the

Lord which is in Jerusalem

;

28 And who hath extended kindness unto

me before the king, and his counsellors, and
before all the mighty princes of the king;

and I strengthened myself according to the

hand of the Lord my God upon me, and I

gathered together out of Israel principal men
to go up with me.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ Now these are the chiefs of their divi-

sions, and this is the genealogy of those that

went up with me, in the reign of king Ar-

taxerxes. from Babylon.

2 Of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom; of

the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of

David, Chattush;

;i Of the sons of Shechanyah, (who was)

of the sons of Pai''osh, Zechariah; and with

* Raslii explains this to refer to the judges. By this

edict the Israelites were to be judged after the Jewish,
not the Persiun laws, and 'Ezra was to be the chief-

justice, but not the civil governor.
920

him were recorded by genealogy of males

one hundred and fifty.

4 Of the sons of Pachath-moab, Elyco-

'enai the .son of Zerachyah, and with him
were two hundred males.

5 Of the sons of Shechanyah, the son of

Yachaziel; and with him were three hundred
males.

6 And of the sons of 'Adin, 'Ebed the son

of Jonathan, and with him were fifty males.

7 And of the sons of "Elam, Jesha'yah the son

of'Athalyah, and with him were seventy males.

8 And of the sons of Shephatyah, Zebad-

yah the son of Michael, and with him were

eighty males.

9 Of the sons of Joab, 'Obadiah the son of

Jechiel, and with him were two hundred and
eighteen males.

10 And of the sons of Shelomith, the son

of JosiphAah; and with him were one hun-

dred and sixty males.

11 And of the sons of Bebai, Zechariah

the son of Bebai, and with him were twenty
and eight males.

12 And of the sons of 'Azgad, Jochanan
the son of Hakkatan, and with him were one

hundred and ten males.

13 And of the .><ons of Adonikam the last;

and these are their names, Eliphelet, Je'iel,

and Shema'yah, and with them were sixty

males.

14 And of the sons of Bigvai. 'Uthai, and
Zabbur, and with them were seventy males.

15 ^1 And I gathered them together to the

river that runneth into the Ahava. and we
encamped there three days: and I looked

about among the people, and the priests, but

of the sons of Levi I found none there.

16 Then sent I for Eli'ezer, for Ariel, for

Shema'yah, and for Elnathan. and for Jarib,

and for Elnathan, and for Nathan, and for

Zechariah, and for Me.shullam, the head men;
also for Jovarib, and for Elnathan, men of

understanding.''

17 And I sent them with a charge unto

Iddo the chief at the place Casiphia, and I

laid the words in their mouth to speak unto

Iddo, and to his brother,'' who were appoiut-

' Rashi, "extermination."
' Ilashi; but I'iirst, "teaeher.s."
•^ Kashi would trausilate this Achiv, as a proper name,

not "his brother."
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ed" at the place Casiphia, that they should

bring unto us ministers for the house of our
God.

18 And they brought unto us according to

the good hand of our God upon us a man of

intelligence, of the sons of Machli, the son of

Levi, the son of Israel, namely, Sherebyah,

with his sons and his brothers, eighteen;

19 And Chashabyah, and with him Jesha'-

yah of the sons of Merari, his brothers and
their sons, twenty;

20 ^ Also of the temple-servants, whom
David and the princes had assigned for the

service of the Levites two hundred and
twenty temple-servants, all of whom were
expressed by names.

21 Then did I proclaim a fast there, at the

river Ahava, that we might altiict ourselves

before our God, to request from him a pros-

perous journey'' for us, and for our little ones,

and for all our substance.

22 For I was ashamed to ask of the king
an army and horsemen to assist us against

an enemy on the way; because we had
spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of

our God is upon all those that seek him for

good; but his power and his wrath are

against all those that forsake him.

23 So we fasted and besought our God for

this; and he suffered himself to be entreated

by us.

24 Then set I apart of the chiefs of the

priests twelve persons, Sherebyah, Chashab-
yah, and with them ten of their brethren,

25 And I weighed out unto them the sil-

ver, and the gold, and the vessels, the ofler-

ing for the house of our God, which the king,

and his counsellors, and his princes, and all

Israel there present, had offered.

26 And I weighed out into their hand of

silver six hundred and fifty talents, and of

silver vessels one hundred talents, of gold one
hundred talents;

27 Also twenty cups of gold, of a thou-

sand drachms ; and two vessels of fine polish-

ed copper, valuable as gold.

28 And I said unto them, Ye are holy

unto the Lord; and the vessels are holy;

and the silver and the gold are a freewill

" Rashi ; the Ketih is D'jmjn, which gives the above

version; the Keri, however, D'3'njn nethinim, the "tem-

ple-servants." Ezra could only persuade, not command
6Q

offering unto the Lord the God of your
fathers.

29 AVatch ye, and guard them, until ye
weigh them out before the chiefs of the
priests and the Levites, and the chiefs of
the divisions of Israel, at Jerusalem, into

the chambers of the house of the Lord.

30 And the priests and the Levites ac-

cepted what was weighed out of the silver,

and the gold, and the vessels, to bring the
same to Jerusalem to the house of our God.

31 11 And we departed from the river

Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month,
to go unto Jerusalem ; and the hand of our
God was over us, and he delivered us from
the hand of any enemy, and of such as lie in

wait on the way.
32 And we came to Jerusalem, and re-

mained there three days.

33 And on the fourth day were the silver

and the gold and the vessels weighed out in

the house of our God into the hand of Mere-
moth the son of Uriyah the priest; and with
him was El'azar the son of Phinehas; and
with them was Jozabad the son of Jeshua',

and No'ad^ah the son of Binnui, the Levites;

34 By number and by weight of every-

thing : and all the weight was written down
at the same time.

35 Tl Those that came out of the captivity,

the children of the exile, offered burnt-offer-

ings unto the God of Israel, twelve bullocks

for all Israel, ninety and six rams, seventy

and seven sheep, twelve he-goats for a sin-

offering; all as burnt-offerings unto the

Lord.

36 And they delivered the king's com-
mands unto the king's lieutenants, and to the

governors on this side of the river; and these

endowed the people, and the house of God.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ Now when these things were accom-

plished, the princes approached me, saying,

The people of Israel, and the priests, and the

Levites, have not separated themselves from

the nations of the lands, notwithstanding

their abominations, from the Canaanites, the

Ilittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the

any of those who remained in exile, to return; and no
doubt the greater part preferred to stay behind.

' Rashi. Lit. ''an upright way."
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'Ammonites, tlic Moiibites, the Egyptians,

and the Einorites;

2 For they have taken of their daughters

for themselves, and for their sons; and the

holy seed have mingled themselves with the

nations of tliese lands; and the hand of the

princes and riders hath been the first in this

trespass.

3 And when I heard this thing, I rent my
garment and my mantle, and I plucked out

some of the hair of my head and of my beard,

and sat down astounded.

4 And then assembled themselves unto

me every one that trembled at the words of

the God of Israel, because of the trespass of

the exiles; and I sat astounded until the

evening sacrifice.

5 And at the evening sacrifice I arose up
from my fasting, and while rending" my gar-

ment and my mantle, I knelt down upon my
knees, and spread out my hands unto the

Lord my God

;

G And I said, my God, I am €a.><hamcd and
confounded to lift up my face unto tliee, my
God; for our iniquities are increased above
our head, and our trespass is grown up as far

as the heavens.

7 From the days of our fathers have we
been in a great guiltiness even until this day;
and through our iniquities have we been de-

livered, we, our kings, and our priests, into

the hand of the kings of the lands, to the

sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to the

shame of face, as it is this day.

8 And now for a little moment hath grace

been extended from the Lord our God, to

preserve us a remnant to escape, and to give

us a stake*" in his holy place, that our God
might enlighten our eyes, and give us a little

reviving in our bondage.

9 For we are bondmen; yet in our bond-
age hath our God not forsaken us, but hath
extended unto us kindness before the kings
of Persia, to give us a reviving, to exalt the
house of our God, and to erect again its ruins,

and to give us a fence"" in Judali and in Jeru-
salem .

10 And now what shall we say, our

* FUrst, "and with my rent garment and mantle," &c.
^ Lit. "nail," i. e. the nail or stake by which the ends

of a tent arc fastened to the ground, mctaphoric for some-
thinjf not easily removed.

• As round a HhecpfolJ; {. r. protection.
9L"J

God, after this? for we have forsaken thy
commandments,

11 Which thou hast commanded through
means of thy servants the prophets, saying.

The land, unto which ye go to take possession

thereof, is a land defiled through the defile-

ment of the nations of the lands, through

their abominations, with which they have
filled it from one end to another through

their uncleanness.

12 And now your daughters shall ye not
give unto their sons, and their daughters

shall ye not take for your sons, and ye shall

not seek their peace and their welfare unto
eternity : in order that ye may be strong, and
eat the best of the land, and leave it for an
inheritance to your children unto eternity.

13 And after all that is come over us for

our evil deeds, and for our great trespass,

seeing that thou our God hast spared us

(punishing us) less than our iniquities (de-

sei'ved), and hast given us such deliverance

as this:

14 Should we again make void thy com-
mandments, and make marriage with these

people of abominations? wouldest not thou
be angry with us even to make an end of us,

so that there would not be any remnant or

escape ?

10 ^ Lord, God of Israel, thou art right-

eous; for we have been left a remnant that

hath escaped, as it is this day: behold, we
are before thee in our guiltinesses; for there

is no standing'' before thee because of this.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ Now when 'Ezra prayed, and Avhen

he made his confession, weeping and casting

himself (Imvn before the house of God, there

gathered themselves unto him out of Israel a

very large assembly of men and Avomen and
children; for the people wept exceedingly
much.

2 ^ Thereupon commenced Shechanyah,
the son of Jechiel. of the sons of 'Elam, aiul

said unto 'Ezra, We have indeed trespa.ssed

against our God, and have brought home
strange wives of the nations of the land; yet

* Meaning, it is sure that God's mercy permitted the

people to escape total destruction ; but this new transgres-

sion would cause that the Lord would sweep off those

who, notwithstanding the merciful chastisement, could so

soon forget again their God.
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now there is hope iu Israel concerning this

thing.

3 And now let us make a covenant with

our God to put away all the wives, and such

as are born of them, according to the dii'ection

of the Lord, and of those that tremble at the

commandment of our God; and let it be done

according to the law.

4 Arise ; for this matter is obligatory upon

thee; and we will be with thee: be strong,

and do it.

5 Tl Then arose 'Ezra, and caused the

princes of the priests, the Levites, and of all

Israel, to swear to do according to this word.

And they swore.

G Then arose 'Ezra from before the house

of God, and went into the chamber of Jocha-

nan the son of Elyashib; and he went thither

without having eaten bread, or having drunk
water; for he Avas mourning because of the

trespass of the exiles.

7 And they made proclamation throughout

Judah and Jerusalem unto all the children

of the exile, to gather themselves together at

Jerusalem

;

8 And that whosoever should not come
within three days, according to the resolve

of the princes and the elders, all his substance

should be devoted, and himself separated from

the congregation of the exiles.

9 ^ Then were all the men of Judah and
Benjamin gathered together unto Jerusalem

within three days; it was in the ninth month,

on the twentieth day of the month; and all

the people sat in the open place before the

house of God, trembling because of this mat-

ter, and b}' reason of the showers of rain."

10 And 'Ezra the priest rose up, and said

unto them. Ye have acted unfaithfully, and

have brought home strange wives, to increase

yet more the guiltiness of Israel.

11 Now therefore make confession unto

the Lord the God of your fathers, and do his

will; and separate yourselves from the na-

tions of the earth, and from the strange

wives.

12 Then answered all the assembly and

said with a loud voice, So be it, according to

thy word it is our dut}^ to do.

13 But the people are many, and it is the

' Lit. "rains;" the ninth month, Kislev, (December,)

is the rainj' season in Palestine.

rainy season, and we have not the strength

to I'emain in the street, nor is this a work for

one day or for two days; for Ave are many
that have transgressed in this matter.

14 Let however our princes stand forward

for all the congregation, and let all those in

our cities avIio have brought home strange

wives come at appointed times, and with

them the elders of every city, and its judges,

until the fierce wrath of our God be turned

away from us for this whole matter.

15 Only Jonathan the son of 'Assahel and
Jachzeyah the son of Thikvah withstood this

(proposal) }' and MeshuUam and Shabbethai

the Levite assisted them.

16 And the children of the exile did so.

And then Avere set apart 'Ezra the priest,

(and) certain chiefs of the divisions, for their

family divisions, and all of them (designated)

b}^ their names; and they sat doAvn on the

first day of the tenth month to examine the

matter.

17 And they made an end Avith all, Avitli

the men that had brought home strange

AviA-es, not before the first day of the first

month.
18 ][ And there Avere found among the

sons of the priests that had brought home
strange Avives, namely, of the sons of Jeshua'

the son of Jozadak, and his brethren: Ma-
'asseyah, and Eli'ezer, and Jarib, and Gedal-

yah.

19 And they gave their hand to put aAvay

their Avives ; and being guiltj^ they oflered a

ram of the fiock for their trespass.

20 And of the sons of Immer: Chanani,

and Zebadyah.

21 And of the sons of Charim : Ma'asseyah,

and Elijah, and Shema'yah, and Jechiel, and

'Uzziyah.

22 And of the sons of Pashchur : Elyo'enai,

Ma'asseyah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and

Ela'ssah.

23 Also of the Levites: Jozabad, and

Shim'i, and Kelayah, the same is Kelita,

Pethachyah, Judah, and Eli'ezer.

24 And of the singers, Elyashib; and of

the gate-keepers, Shallum, and Telem, and

Uri.

25 And of Israel : of the sons of Par'osh,

• Rashi. Lit. "they stood upon this," i. c. insisted on

the original proposition. Philippson, "And—insisted on."
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Eamyah, and Yiziyah, and Malkiyah, and
Miyamin; and El'azar, and Malkiyah, and
Bcnayali.

26 And of the sons of 'Elam : Matthanyah,
Zecharjah, and Jechiel, and 'Abdi, and Jere-

niotli, and Eliyah.

27 And of the sons of Zatthu : Elyo'enai,

Elyashib, Matthanyah, and Jei'emoth, and
Zabad, and 'Aziza.

28 And of the sons of Bebai : Jehochanan,
Chananyah, Zabbai, and 'Athlai.

29 And of the sons of Bani : MeshulLam,
MaUuch, and 'Adayah, Jashub, and Sheiil,

and Ramoth.
30 And of the sons of Pachath-nioJib : 'Ad-

na, and Kelal, Benayah, Ma'asseyah, Matthan-
yah, Bezalel, and Binnui, and Menasseh.

31 And of the sons of Charim : Eli'ezer,

Yishiyah, Malkijah, Shema'yah, Shimon,
32 Benjamin, MaUuch, and Shemaryah.

33 Of the sons of Chashum: Matthenai,
Matthathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Me-
nasseh, and Shini'i.

34 Of the sons of Bani : Ma'adai, 'Amram,
and Uel,

35 Benayah, Bedeyah, Keluhu, .

30 Vanyah, Meremoth, Elyashib,

37 Matthanyah, Matthenai, and Ja'assai,

38 And Bani, and Binnui, and Shim'i,

39 And Shelemyah, and Nathan, and
'Adaj-ah,

40 Machnadbai, Shashai, Sharai,

41 'Azar'el, and Shelemyahu, Shemaryah,
42 Shallum, Amaryah, and Joseph.

43 Of the sons of Nebo : Je iel, Matthith-
y.ah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, and Joiil, Bena-
yah.

44 All these had taken strange wives; and
some of them had wives by whom they had
children.

THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH,
n'om laD.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ The words of Nehemiah" the son of

Chachalyah. And it came to pass in the

month Kislev, in the twentieth year, as I

was in Shushan the capital,

2 That there came Chanani,'' one of my
brethren, himself with certain men of Judah;
and I asked them concerning the Jews that

had escaped, who were left of the captivity,

and concerning Jerusalem.

3 And they said unto me. The remnant
that are left of the captivity there in the pro-

vince are in great misery and in disgrace;

and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down,
and her gates are burnt with tire.

4 And it came to pass, when I heard these

words, that I sat down and wept, and mourn-

* Ilcb. Kirhmynh. According to Zunz, bis first

journey to Pulestine took place in the year of the world
3544, or 14 years after 'Ezra's expedition.
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ed some days, and I was fasting, and praying
before the God of heaven

;

5 And I said, I beseech thee, Lord the

God of heaven, the great and terrible God,
that keepeth the covenant and kindness for

those that love him and for those that keep
his commandments

:

6 Let thy ear now be attentive, and thy

eyes be open, I entreat thee, to hearken unto
the prayer of thy servant, which I am pray-

ing this day before thee, by day and by night,

in behalf of the children of Israel thy ser-

vants, and (as) I confess the sins of the cliil-

dren of Israel, (with) which we have sinned

tagainst thee; yea, I also and my fiither's

house have sinned.

7 We have dealt very corruptly toward

thee; and we have not kept the command-

' Rashi, "one of my friends;" the word "brother" be-

ing often used in this sense, as also to denote any near

relative.
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ments, and the statutes, and the ordinances,

which thou didst command Moses thy ser-

vant.

8 Remember, I beseech thee, the -word

with which thou didst charge Moses thy ser-

vant, saying. If ye become truly unfaithful, I

will indeed scatter you among the nations.

9 But if ye return unto me, and keep my
commandments, and do them : (then) though

your outcasts should be at the utmost parts

of heaven, from there will I gather them,

and I will bring them unto the place which I

have chosen to let my name dwell there.

10 And they are thy servants and thy

people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy

great power, and by thy strong hand.

11 I beseech thee, O Lord, do let thy ear

be attentive to the prayer of thy servant,

and to the prayer of thy servants, who are

desirous to fear thy name ; and grant success,

I pray thee, to thy servant this day, and let

him find mercy in the sight of this man.

—

But I was butler" by the king.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ And it came to pass in the month

Nissan, in the twentieth year of king Ar-

taxerxes, that Avine (stood) before him; and

I took up the wine, and gave it unto the

king. But I had never been sad in his pre-

sence.

2 Then said the king unto me. Why is

thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not

sick? this is nothing but an illness of heart.*"

Then was I very greatly afraid.

3 And I said" unto the king. May the king

live for ever: why should not my counte-

nance be sad, when the city, the place of my
fathers' sepulchres, lieth ruined, and her gates

are consumed by fire?

4 Then said the king unto me. For what

then dost thou make request? Then' did I

pray to the God of heaven.

5 And I said unto the king, If it seem

good to the king, and if thy servant might be

' Gen. xl. 2, &e. Eng. ver. "cupbearer."
' Rashi conceives that the king thought Nehemiah har-

boured some evil design against him. "Illness of heart"

may mean both ','a bad" and "a sorrowful heart," where-

fore we have chosen it to express the doubtful j,n. Arn-

ht'im, "bad heart;" but the whole passage indirectly in-

dicates that the king meant "sadness" or "grief."

° Rashi explains, "I said before the king, May it be

the will of the God of heaven that thou grant my re-

pleasing in thy presence, (I desire) that thou

wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city

of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.

6 And the king said unto me, while the

queen was sitting beside him, When'' is thy

journey to be undertaken? and when wilt

thou return? So it pleased the king to let

me go; and I indicated to him a time.

7 And I said unto the king, If it seem

good to the king, let letters be given unto me
for the governors beyond the river, that they

may convey me over till the time that I come

into Judah;
8 Also a letter unto Assaph the keeper of

the king's forests, that he may give me tim-

ber to make beams for the gates of the fort-

ress which appertaineth to the house, and for

the wall of the city, and for the house that I

shall move into. And the king gave (them)

to me, according to the good hand of my God
upon me.

I

9 And (so) came I to the govemors beyond

the river, and I gave them the king's letters.

Now the king had sent with me captains of

the army and horsemen.

I

10 Tf'When Sanballat the Choronite, and

Tobiyali the sei-want, the 'Ammonite, heard

of it, it displeased them exceedingly, that

there was come a man to seek the welfiire

of the children of Israel.

! 11 So came I to Jerusalem, and remained

there three days.

12 Then arose I in the night, I and some
I few men with me; but I had not told any

man what my God had put in my heart to

do for Jerusalem; nor was there any beast

I

with me, save the beast on which I rode.

I

13 And I went out through the gate of

the valley by night, even toward the direction

of the dragon-well, and to the dung-gate; and

I was \'iewing' the walls of Jerusalem, which

were broken down, and the gates whereof

were consumed by fire.

14 Then passed I on to the gate of the

fountain, and to the king's pool; but there

quest I" Aben Ezra, on the contrary, "I had already

prayed ;" but it may mean the silent pra3-cr offered up in

his heart just as he addressed the king.

^ Rashi. Others, "For how long is thy journey to

last?"
' Aben Ezra, reading 13ty xohcr with a sin; but Rashi,

sJwber, with a shin, "made a breach in," as the stones ad-

hered but loosely, owing to the walls having been sub-

jected to fire.
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was no space for the beast that was under,

me to i)ass through.

IT) Tlien went I up through the valley in

the night, and I was viewing the wall, and

I rc'tuniod and entered through the gate of

the vallov. and so returned home.

10 And the rulers knew not whither I was

gone, or what I was doing; nor had I as jet

told it to the Jews, and to the priests, and to

tlie nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest

of the superintendents of the work.

17 Then said I unto them. Ye see the

misery in which we are, how Jerusalem

lieth in ruins, and its gates are burnt with

fire: come, and let us build up the wall of

Jerusalem, that we may no more be for a

reproach.

18 And I told them of the hand of my
God, which was good upon me; as also the

king's words which he had spoken unto me.

And they said. We will rise up and build.

So they strengthened their hands for the

good work.

19 ^ But when San])allat the Choronite,

and Tobiyali the servant, the 'Ammonite,

jind Ge.shem the Arabian, heard it, they

laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and

said, What is this thing that ye are doing?

arc ye rebelling against the king?

20 And I returned them an answer, and said

unto them. The God of heaven will indeed

give us prosperit}', and we his servants will

truly rise up and build; but ye have no por-

tion, nor right, nor memorial," in Jerusalem.

CHAPTER III.

1 1[ Then rose up Eljashib the high priest

with his brethren the priests, and they built

the sheep-gate; they sanctified it, and set up
its doors; even as far as the tower of Meiih

did they sanctify it, as far as the tower of Ch.v
nanel.

2 And by his side built the men of Je-

richo. And by his (other) side built Zaccur
the .son of Imri.

3 But the fish-gate did the sons of Hasse-

naiih build; they also laid its beams, and .set

up its doors, its locks, and its bars.

4 And alongside of them repaired*" Mere-

moth the son of Uriyah, the son of Kakkoz.

And alongside of them repaired MesbuUam
the son of Bercchyah, the son of Meshezabel.

And alongside of them repaired Zadok the

son of Ba'ana.

5 And alongside of them repaired the Te-

ko'ites ; but their principal men put not their

necks to the work of their Lord.

G Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoya-

da' the son of Paseiich, and Meshullam the

son of Besodeyah ; the}' laid its beams, and

set up its doors, and its locks, and its bars.

7 And alongside of them repaired Melatr

yah the Gib'onite, and Jadon the Meronothite,

men of Gib'on, and of Mizpah, imto the seat"

of the governor on this side of the river.

8 Alongside of him repaired 'Uzziel the

son of Charhayah, of the goldsmiths. And
alongside of him repaired Chananyah the son

of one of the apothecaries, and they fortified''

Jerusalem as far as the broad wall.

9 And alongside of them repaired Repha-

yali the son of Chur, the chief of the half of

the district of Jerusalem.

10 And alongside of them repaired Jeda-

yah the son of Charumaph. and this opposite

to his house. And alongside of him repaired

Chattush the son of Chashabne^yah.

11 Another division did Malkiyah the sou

of Charim, and Chashul) the son of Pachath-

moiib, repair, as also the tower of the ovens.

12 And alongside of him repaired Shal-

lum the son of Halochesh, the chief of the

other half of the district of Jerusalem, he and

his daughters.

13 The gate of the valley repaired Chanun,

and the inhabitants of Zanoach; they l)uilt

it, and set up its doors, its locks, and its bars,

and a thousand cubits of the wall as far as

the dung-gate.

14 And the dung-gate repaired IMalkijah

the son of Rochab, the chief of the district of

Beth-hakkorem; he built it, and set up its

doors, its locks, and its bars.

15 And the gate of the fountain repaired

Shiillum the son of Col-chozeh, the chief of

the district of Mizpah; he built it and covered

* Arnheim," claim." I'hilippson, "mcritnornicraorial." merely "chair" or "throne," but the "scat," or "house."
^ llcrxhcinicr, "built." Arnheim, "laid hand on the Iler.xheimer, "belonging to the jurisdiction of the go-

work." I'hilippson, " forti6cd." vcrnor."
"

i'. r. The house where he resided: ndd thin, not ' ^ Ita.shi, ' lilleil it with earlii." .Xniliriui, "plastered."
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it, and set up its doors, its locks, and its bars,

and the wall of the pool of Shelach" by the

king's garden, and as far as the stairs that

lead down from the city of David.

16 Next" to him repaired Nehemiah the

the son of 'Azbuk, the chief of the half di,s-

trict of Beth-zur, as far as the place oppo-

site to the sepulchres of David, and as far as

the pool that was (newly) made, and as far

as the house of the mighty men.

17 And next to him repaired the Levites

:

Rechum the son of Bani. Alongside of him

repaired Chashabyah, the chief of the half

district of Ke'ilah, for his district.

18 Next to him repaired their brethren

:

Bavai the son of Chenadad, the chief of the

(other) half district of Ke'ilah.

19 And there repaired alongside of him
'Ezer the son of Jeshua', the chief of Mizpah,

another division, opposite to the ascent to the

armoury at the angle.

20 Next to him did Baruch the son of

Zakkai" earnestly repair another division,

from the angle as far as the door of the house

of Elyashib the high priest.

21 Next to him repaired Meremoth the

son of Uriyah the son of Kakkoz another

division, from the door of the house of Ely-

ashib even as far as the end of the house of

Elyashib.

22 And next to him repaired the priests,

the men of the plain (of Jordan).

23 Next to him repaired Benjamin and

Chashub opposite to their house. Next to

him repaired 'Azaryah the son of Ma'ase-

yah the son of 'Ananyah alongside of his

house.

24 Next to him repaired Binnui the son

of Chenadad another division, from the house

of 'Azaryah as far as the angle, and as ftir as

the corner.

25 Palal the son of Uzai (repaired) from

opposite to the angle, and the tower which

standeth out from the king's upper house,

that was by the court of the prison. Next

to him Pedayah the son of Par'osh.

26 And tiie temple-servants dwelt on the

hill fort, (and they built)'* as far as opposite

' Elsewhere written ShiloiUh.
' Arnheim. Lit. "after him."
" So the Krri; the Kelib reads Zahhai. * Kashi.

• The English version commences here chapter iv.,

and so also Busdorf

to the water-gate toward the cast, and the

tower that standeth out.

27 Next to them repaired the Teko'itcs,

another division from opposite the great

tower that standeth out, and as far as the

wall of the hill fort.

28 From above the horse-gate repaired the

priests, every one opposite to his house.

29 Next to this repaired Zadok the son of

Imraer opposite to his house. And next to

him repaired Shema'yah the son of Shechan-

yah, the keeper of the east gate.

30 Next to him repaired Chananyah the

son of Shelemyah, and Chanun the sixth son

of Zalaph, another division. Next to him
repaired Meshullam the son of Berechyah

opposite to his chamber.

31 Next to him repaired Malkiyah the

goldsmith's son as far as the house of the

temple-servants, and of the merchants, oppo-

site to the mustering-gate, and to the upper

chamber of the corner.

32 And between the upper chamber of the

corner and the sheep-gate repaired the gold-

smiths and the merchants.
33'' ^ And it came to pass, when San-

ballat heard that we were building the wall,

that it displeased him, and he became very

angr}', and mocked at the Jews.

34 And he spoke before his brethren and

the army of Samaria, and said. What are

these feeble Jews doing? Avill people sufler

them (to build)? will they sacrifice? will

they complete it in one day? will they re-

vive' the stones out of the heaps of the rul>

bish, seeing that they have been burnt ?

35 And Tobiyah "the 'Ammonite was near

him, and he said. Even what they are build-

ing, if a fo.x were to run up, he would readily

break through their stone wall.

36 Hear, our God ! how we are become a

scorn; and bring their reproach back upon

their own head, and give them up for a prey

j

in the land of captivity.

! 37 And cover not up their iniquity, and

let not their sin be blotted out from before

thee; for they have taunted {\mY in the pre-

sence of the builders.

' Meaning, Will the Jews be able to give solidity again

to the stones of the wall which had been subject to fire,

so as to make them useful for building?

« Arnheim. Herxheimer, after Rashi, "for they vexed

the builders to their faces."
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38 But we built the wall; and all the wall

was joiiK'd together up to the half thereof;

for the people had a heart" to work.

CHAPTER IV.

1 T[ And it came to pass, when Sanballat

and Tobiyah, and the Arabians, and the 'Am-
monites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the

walls of Jerusalem were restored, and that

the breaches began to be closed up, that it

displeased them greatly.

2 And they conspired all of them together

to come to fight against Jerusalem, and to do

it'' an injur}'.

3 But we prayed unto our God, and set a

watch over them" day and night, because of

the others.

4 And Judah said, The strength of the

bearers of the burden is failing, and there is

much rubbish ; and we are not able to build

on the wall.

5 And our adversaries said. They shall not

know, nor see, till we come in the midst of

them, and slay them, and so stop the work.

G And it came to pass, when the Jews
who dwelt near them came, they said unto
us ten times. From all places whence ye may
return home (they intend to come)** over us.

7 I placed therefore on the lower parts of

the place on the naked rocks" behind the wall

—there I placed the people after their fami-

lies with their swords, their spears, and their

bows.

8 And I looked (about), and rose up, and
said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and
to the rest of the people. Be not afraid of

them: think on the Lord, the great and ter-

rible, and fight for your brethren, your sons,

and your daughters, your wives, and your
houses.

9 ^ And it came to pass, that when our
enemies heard that it was known unto us, God
frustrated their counsel; and we returned, all

of us, to the wall, every one unto his work.
10 And it came to pa,ss from that day

forth, that the half of my young men wrought
at the work, while the other half of them

* Others, "courage."
' iS " to him," Aben f^zra refers either to Nehemiuh

or to the people. ° The labourers.
'' Aben Ezra. Rashi, "on every place (where ye may

be scattered in building the walls) ye must be prepared
to come to us (to fight i

"

0:;r

were holding the spears, the shields, and the

bows, and the coats of mail ; and the princes

stood behind all the house of Judah.
11 Those that built on the wall, and tho.se

that bore burdens, with those that loaded,

—

every one \yith one of his hands wrought on
the work, and with the other hand held a

weapon.
12 And the builders had every one his

sword fastened around his loins while they

were building; and he that blew the cornet

stood alongside of me.

13 And I said unto the nobles, and to the

rulers, and to the rest of the people. The
work is great and extensive, and we are

.separated upon the wall, distant one from
another.

14 In what place (then) ye hear the sound
of the cornet, thither must ye as.semble unto

ns: our God Avill fight for us.

15 So we laboured at the work: while the

half of them were holding the spears from
the rising of the morning-dawn till the stars

appeared.

IG Likewise at the same time said I unto

the people. Let every one with his young
man lodge within Jerusalem, so that they

may be in the night a guard to us, and dur-

ing the day for the labour.

17 And neither I, nor my brothei's, nor

my young men, nor the men of the guard
who followed me—none of us took off our
clothes, no one leaving them off even for

washing himself
"^

CHAPTER V.

1 And there arose a great outcry of the

people and of their wives against their bre-

thren the Jews.

2 And there were some that said. Our
sons, and our daughters, (and) ourselves are

man}- ; and we must buy'' corn, that we mav
eat, and live.

3 And others there were that said. We
must pledge our lands, our vineyards, and our

houses, that we may buy corn, in the fiiraine.

4 And others there were that said, We

• PhilippsoD, " on the fortified places."
' llashi. Aben Ezra, "except when a man went to the

water to bathe."
» Meaning, the building of the wall compelled them to

leave their lields; and hence they had to purcha.se corn,

which their means did not permit thorn.
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have borrowed money for the king's tax on

our lands and vineyards.

5 Yet now our flesh is like the flesh of our

brethren, our children are like their children

;

and, lo, we must force our sons and our

daughters to become servants, and some of

our daughters are forced (to become so), and

our hand is powerless; and our lands and

our vineyards belong to others.

6 And it displeased me greatly when I

heard their complaint and these words.

7 Then I consulted with my heart, and I

upbraided" the nobles, and the rulers, and

said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of

his brother ! And I brought together a great

assembly against them.

8 And I said unto them, We have indeed

ransomed our brethren the Jews, who had

been sold unto the various nations, as far as

our means went; and will ye yourselves even

sell your brethren, so that they will be sold

again" unto us? And they remained silent,

and found no answer.

9 Then said I, The thing is not good which

ye are doing: ought ye not to walk in the

fear of our God, because of the taunting of

the nations, our enemies?

10 And also I, my brothers, and my young

men, have lent them money and corn : I pray

you, let us relinquish this loan.

11 Give back to them, I pray you, even

this day, their fields, their vineyards, their

oliveyards, and their houses, also the hun-

dredth" part of the money, and of the corn,

the wine, and the oil, that ye have lent them.

12 Then said they, We will give (all)

back, and of them will we require nothing;

so will we do as thou sayest. Then I called

the priests, and made them swear, that they

would do in accordance with this promise.

13 Also my lap did I shake out, and said,

So may God shake out every man that per-

formeth not this promise, from his house and

of his toil-gotten wealth, and so let him re-

main shaken out, and empty. And all the

assembly said. Amen, and they praised the

Lord. And the people did according to this

promise.

14 ^ Moreover from the day that (the

" Lit "quarrelled with."

" Herxheimer after Rashi ; Philippson, " and slall

they be sold to us ?"
•^ 6R

king) had enjoined of me to be governor in

the land of Judah, from the twentieth year

up to the two and thirtieth year of king

Artaxerxes, (full) twelve years, neither 1

nor my brothers ate the food of the governor.

15 But the former governors that had been

before me had made it heavy for the people,

and had taken of them bread and wine, be-

side forty shekels of silver; yea, even their

young men ruled over the people ; but I my-

self did not act so, because of the fear of God.

16 And in the work of this wall also did I

labour actively; and we bought not any

fields; and all my young men were assem-

bled thither by the work.

17 Moreover of the Jews and rulers, one

hundred and fifty men, besides those that

came unto us from the nations that are about

us, (ate) at my table.

18 And that which was prepared for one

day was one ox and six choice sheep; also

birds were prepared for me, and once in ten

days all sorts of wine in abundance : yet with

all this I required not the bread of the go-

vernor; because the service lay heavily upon

this people.

19 Remember for me, my God, for good,

all that I have done for this people.

CHAPTER VI.

1 ^ Now it came to pass, when it came to

the hearing of Sanballat, and Tobiyah, and

Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our

enemies, that I had built the wall, and that

there was no breach left therein; although

at that time I had not yet set up the doors

in the gates,

2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto

me, saying, Come, let us meet together in

Kephirim''^ in the plain of Ono. But they

were thinking of doing me mischief

3 And I sent messengers unto them, say-

ing, I am doing a great work, and I cannot

come down: why should the work cease,

while I leave it lying, and come down to

you ?

4 And they sent unto me after this manner

four times; and I answered them after the

same manner.

' That is, one per cent, every niontU, Rashi, "and the

quantity, were it a hundred, of money."
^ Probably the town Kephirah in Benjamin.
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Then sent Sanballat unto me in like

manner the fifth time his young man with

an open letter" in liis hand;

G Therein was written, It hath been heard

among the nations, and Gashniu saith it, that

thou and the Jews think of rebelling; where-

fore thou art building up the wall; and that

thou art to bo king unto them, according to

these reports.*"

7 And that thou hast also set up prophets

to proclaim concerning thee at Jerusalem,

saying, He is king in Judah : and now there

may be reported to the king something like

these words. Now therefore come, and let us

take counsel together.

8 Then I sent unto him, saying, There

hath been done nothing like these reports of

which thou speakest; but thou inventest them
out of thy own heart.

9 For they all wished to make us afraid,

thinking, Their hands will be withdrawn'^

from the work, so that it will not be done.

Now therefore, (0 God,) strengthen my
hands.

10 And I came also into the house of

Shema'yah the son of Delayah the son of Me-
hetabel, who had shut himself up; and he

said, Let us meet together in the house of

God, within the temple, and let us lock the

doors of the temple; for they are coming to

.slay thee; yea, in the night are they coming
to slay thee.

11 And I said, Should a man like me flee?

and who is there that is like me, that would
go into the temple and live? I will not go in.

12 And I perceived that, lo, God had not

sent him; but that he pronounced this pro-

phecy over me, because Tobiyah and Sanbal-

lat had hired him.

13 Therefore was he hired, in order that I

should become afraid, and do so, and sin, and
that it might serve them for an evil report,

HO that tliey might cast reproach upon me.

14 ^] Think, O my God, of Tobiyah and
Sanballat according to these their works, and
also of No'adyah the prophetess, and the rest

ofthe prophets, who wished to make me afraid.

' An open letter, being only sent from superiors to in-

feriors in the East, is regarded as an insult.
" Lit. "words." Rashi would connect tticso last word.s

with the beginning of the ver.se; thus: "and there was
written in it in aceordance with these words, It hath," «S:c.

° Arnheini, "will become weak at the work."
030

15 And so was the wall finished on the

twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in

fifty and two days.

IG T[ And it came to pass, when our ene-

mies heard this, and all the nations that were

about us saw it, that they sank greatly in

their own eyes; and they perceived that by
the aid of our God this work had been

wrought.

17 Moreover in those days the nobles of

Judah despatched frequently their letters

unto Tobiyah, and those of Tobiyah came
unto them.

18 For many in Judah were sworn friends

unto him; Ijecause he was the son-in-law of

Shechanyah the son of Arach ; and Jehocha-

nan his son had taken the daughter of Meshul-

1am the son of Berechyah.

19 Also his good deeds were they report-

ing before me, and they carried my words

out to him; also Tobivah sent letters to

make me afraid.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ And it came to pass, when the wall

was built, that I set up the doors; and then

were appointed the gatekeepers and the

singers and the (other) Levites (to their

offices)

.

2 And I gave my brother Chanani, and
Chananyah the commander of the fortress,

charge over Jerusalem ; for he was esteemed

a faithful man, and one that feared God these

many dajs."*

3 And I said unto them, The gates of

Jerusalem must not be opened until the sun

be hot; and while ye" stand by, let them
shut the doors, and do ye bar them; and
station watches of the inhabitants of Jerusa-

lem, every one in his watch, and every one

opposite to his house.

4 But the city was roomy in space and
large ; while the people therein were few, and

the houses were not yet built.

5 Then did my God put into my heart

to assemble togetlier the nobles, and the ru-

lers, and the people, that they might give in

'' Rashi. Others, "by many." Eng. ver. "more
than many."

" Aben Ezra. Lit. "they," referring in the third per-

son to Chanani and Chananyah. Rashi, "while the

gates stand open they should not move till they be closed

and locked."
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their genealogy; and I found a register of

the genealogy of those who were come up at

the first, and I found written therein

:

6 Tl These are the children of the pro-

vince, that came up out of the captivity of

the exile, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon had carried into exile, and who re-

turned to Jerusalem and to Judah, every

one unto his own city;

7 Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua',

Nehemiah, 'Azaryah, Ra'amyah, Nachamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Misspereth, Bigvai, Ne-

chum, Ba'anah. The nurnber of the men of

the people of Israel was

:

8 The children of Par'osh, two thousand

one hundred seventy and two.

9 The children of Shephatyah, three hun-

dred sevent}' and two.

10 The children of Arach, six hundred
fifty and two.

11 The children of Pachath-moiib, of the

children of Jeshua' and Joiib, two thousand

eight hundred and eighteen.

12 The children of 'Elam, one thousand

two hundred fifty and four.

13 The children of Zatthu, eight hundred
forty and five.

14 The children of Zaccai, seven hundred
and sixty.

15 The children of Binnui, six hundred
forty and eight.

16 The children of Bebai, six hundred
twenty and eight.

17 The children of 'Azgad, two thousand

three hundred twenty and two.

18 The children of Adonikam, six hun-

dred sixty and seven.

19 The children of Bigvai, two thousand

sixty and seven.

20 The children of 'Adin, six hundred
fifty and five.

21 The children of Ater of Hezekiah,

ninety and eight.

22 The children of Chashum, three hun-
dred twenty and eight.

23 The children of Bezai, three hundred
twenty and four.

24 The children of Chariph, one hundred
and twelve.

25 The children of Gib'on, ninety and
five.

26 The men of Beth-lechem, and Neto-

phah, one hundred eighty and eight.

27 The men of 'Anathoth, one hundred

twenty and eight.

28 The men of Beth-'azmaveth, forty and
two.

29 The men of Kiryath-ye'arim, Kephi-

rah, and Beeroth, seven hundred forty and
three.

30 The men of Ramah and Gaba', six hun-

dred and one.

31 The men of Michmass, one hundred
twenty and two.

32 The men of Beth-el and 'Ai, one hun-

dred twenty and three.

33 The men of the other Nebo, fifty and
two.

34 The children of the other 'Elam, one

thousand two hundred fifty and four.

35 The children of Charim, three hundred
and twenty.

36 The people of Jericho, three hundred
forty and five.

37 The people of Lod, Chadid, and Ono,

seven hundred twenty and one.

38 The people of Senaah, three thousand

nine hundred and thirty.

39 The priests : the children of Jeda'yah,

of the house of Jeshua', nine hundred seventy

and three.

40 The children of Immer, one thousand

fifty and two.

41 The children of Pashchur, one thou-

sand two hundred forty and seven.

42 The children of Charim, one thousand

and seventeen.

43 The Levites : the children of Jeshua',

of Kadmiel, of the children of Ilodevah,

seventy and four.

44 The singers: the children of Assaph,

one hundred forty and eight.

45 The gatekeepers: the children of Shal-

lum, the children of Ater, the children of

Talmon, the children of 'Akkub, the children

of Chatita, the children of Shobai, one hun-

dred thirty and eight.

46 The temple-servants: the children of

Zicha, the children of Chassupha, the children

of Tabba'oth,

47 The children of Keross, the children of

Si'a, the children of Padon,

48 The children of Labana, the children

of Chagaba, the children of Salmai,

49 The children of Chan an, the children

of Giddel, the children of Gachar.
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50 The children of Reiiyah, the children

of Rczin, the children of Nekoda,
51 The children of Gazzam, the children

of 'Uzza, the children of Pa.s.seach,

52 Tlie cluldren of Bcssai, the children of

Me'unini, the children of Nephishesim,
5-3 The children of Bakbuk, the children

of Chakiipha, the children of Charchur,
54 The children of Bazlith, the children

of Mechida, the children of Charsha,

55 The children of Barkos.s, the children

of Sissera, the children of Thamach,
50 The children of Neziach, the children

of Chatipha.

57 The children of Solomon's servants:

the children of Sotai, the children of Sophe-
reth, the children of Perida,

58 The children of Ya'ala, the children of

Darkon, the children of Giddel,

59 The children of Shephatyah, the chil-

dren of Chattil, the children of Pochereth-

hazzebayim, the children of Amon.
60 All the temple-servants, and the chil-

dren of Solomon's servants, were three hun-
dred ninety and two.

01 •[[ And these were they who came up
from Thel-melach, Thel-charsha, Kerub, Ad-
don, and Immer; but they could not tell

their family division, and their descent, whe-
ther they were of Israel

:

02 The children of Delayah, the children

of Tobi^ah, the children of Nekoda, six hun-
dred forty and two.

6.3 And of the priests: the children of

Chobayah, the children of Hakkoz, the chil-

dren of Barzillai who had taken a wife from
the daughters of Barzillai the Gil'sidite, and
was called after their name.

04 These sought for their family register,

but it was not found ; wherefore they were
excluded, as unfit, from the priesthood.

65 And the Thirsliatha said unto them,
that they should not eat of the most holy
things, till thtTt- should stand up a priest with
the Urim and Thummim.

00 The whole congregation together was
forty and two thousand three hundred and
sixty;

07 Besides their man-servants and their

niaid-servant-s, of whom there were seven

* Amheim, "and explained all that it could be under-
stood."
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thousand three hundred thirty and seven;

and they had two hundred forty and five

singing men and singing women.
68 Their horses were seven hundred thirty

and six; their mules, two hundred forty and
five;

69 (Their) camels, four hundred thirty

and five; (their) asses, six thousand seven

hundred and twenty.

70 And a portion of the chiefs of the divi-

sions gave unto the work. The Thirshatha
gave to the treasure of gold one thousand
drachms, fifty bowls, five hundred and thirty

coats for the priests.

71 ^ And some of the chiefs of the divi-

sions gave to the treasury, of the work of gold

twenty thousand drachms, and of silver two
thousand and two hundred manehs.

72 And what the rest of the people gave
was of gold twenty thousand drachms, and
of silver two thousand manehs, and priests'

coats sixty and seven.

73 So the priests, and the Levites, and the

gatekeepers, and the singers, and some of

the people, and the temple-servants, and all

Israel, dwelt in their cities; and so came
round the seventh month, while the children

of Israel were in their cities.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 And all the people gathered them-
selves together as one man into the open
place which is before the water-gate; and
they said imto 'Ezra the expounder that

he should bring forward the book of the

law of Moses, which the Lord commanded
to Israel.

2 Then did 'Ezra the priest bring forward

the law before the congregation Ixith of men
and women, and every one that had under-

standing" to listen (attentively), on the first

day of the seventh month

;

3 And he read therein in the open pLace

which is before the water-gate from the first

daylight until midday, before the men and
the women, and those that could understand ;''

and the ears of all the people were directed

unto the book of the law.

4 And 'Ezra the expounder stood upon an
elevated stand of wood, which they had made

' Amheini, "teachers," t. e. that could explain; Phi-

lippson, "and of those that explained."
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for the purpose: <and beside him stood Mat-
thithyah, and Shema', and 'Anayah, and Uri-

yah, and Chilkiyah, and Ma'asseyah, on his

right hand; and on his left, Pedayah, and
Mishaiil, and Malkiyah, and Chashum, and
Chashbadanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam.

5 And 'Ezra opened the book before the

eyes of all the people; for he was (standing)

higher than all the people ; and as he opened
it, all the people became silent."

6 And 'Ezra blessed the Lord, the great

God; and all the people answered, Amen,
Amen, with lifting up their hands ; and they

bowed their heads, and prostrated themselves

before the Lord with their faces to the

ground.

7 Also Jeshua', and Bani, and Sherebyah,

Jamin, 'Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiyah, Ma-
'asseyah, Kelita, 'Azaryah, Jozabad, Chanan,
Pelayah, and the Levites, explained to the

people the law; while the people remained
where they stood.

8 So they read in the book, in the law of

God distinctly, and exhibiting the sense; so

that the people understood what was read.

9 ][ Then said Nehemiah, that is the Thir-

shatha,'' and 'Ezra the pi'iest the expoundei',

and the Levites that explained to the people,

unto all the people. This day is holy unto

the Lord your God; mourn not, and weep
not. For all the people were weeping, when
they heard the words of the law.

10 Then said he unto them, Go your way,
eat fat things, and drink sweet drinks, and
send portions unto him for whom nothing is

prepared ; for this day is holy unto our Lord

:

and do not grieve yourselves ; but let the joy

of the Lord be your stronghold.

11 So the Levites quieted all the people,

saying. Be still! for the day is holy; and do

not grieve yourselves.

12 And all the people went their way to

eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and
to prepare themselves great joy ; because they
had understood the words which (the others)

had made known unto them.

13 And on the second day there gathered

themselves together the chiefs of the divisions

* Rashi and Aben Ezra. Arnheim and others, literally,

"stood up."
' Governor; as in vii. 65, it refers to Zerubbabel.
" Aben Ezra, "or," and so all through. Arnlieim

of all the people, the priests, and the Levites,

unto 'Ezra the expounder, to obtain intelli-

gence of the words of the law.

14 And they found written in the law that

the Lord had commanded through means of

Moses, that the children of Israel should
dwell in booths during the feast in the

seventh month.
15 And (they ordered) that they should

publish and have proclamation made through-

out all their cities, and through Jerusalem,

saying. Go forth unto the mountain and
fetch olive-leaves, and" oleaster-leaves, and
myrtle-leaves, and palm-leaves, and leaves

of the three-leaved myrtle, to make booths,

as it is written.

16 And the people went forth, and brought
them, and made themselves booths, every

one upon his roof, and in their courts, and in

the courts of the house of God, and in the

open place by the water-gate, and in the open
place by the gate of Ephraim.

17 And all the congregation that were re-

turned out of the captivity made booths, and
dwelt in the booths; for since the days of

Jeshua' the son of Nun until that day the

children of Israel had not done so. And
there was very great gladness.

18 And he read in the book of the law of

God, day by day, from the first day until the

last day. And they celebrated the feast

seven days, and on the eighth day the solemn

assembly, after the jirescribed manner.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And on the twenty and fourth day
of this month were the children of Israel as-

sembled with fasting, and in sackclothes, and
with earth upon them.

2 And the seed of Israel separated them-

selves from all children of the strangers;

and they stood forward and made confession

for their sins, and the inicpiities of their

fathers.

3 And they stood up in their standing-

place, and read in the book of the law of tlie

Lord their God the fourth part of the day;

and another fourth part they made confes-

rcnders 'S^' with "foliage," which would then be the

branches with the leaves ; otherwise, vhi' means I'lif, not

branch. Philippson, "branches." r\2].' yy is the well-

known three-leaved myrtle, not "thick trees."
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sion, and prostrated themselves before the

Loud their God.

4 ^ Then stood up upon the stairs of the

Lcvitcs, Joshua', and Bani, Kadmiifl, She-

banjah, Bunni, Sherebyah, Bani, and Ke-

nani, and they cried with a loud voice unto

the LoiU) their God.

5 Then said the Lcvites, Jeshua', and

Kadmiel, Bani, Chashabneyah, Sherebyah,

Hodiyah, Shebanyah, and Pethachyah, Arise

!

bless ye the Lokd your God from eternity to

eternity. And let men bless thy glorious

name, which is exalted above all blessing and

praise.

G Thou indeed art the Eternal One alone;

it is thou that hast made the heavens, the hea-

vens of heavens, with all their host, the earth,

and all that is upon her, the seas, and all

that is in them, and thou givest life to them

all ; and the host of the heavens bow down
before thee.

7 Thou art indeed the Lord the (true) God,

who didst choose Abram, and bring him forth

out of Ur of the Chaldeans, and change his

name to Abraham;
8 And thou didst find his heart faithful

before thee; and tliou madest with him the

covenant to give the land of the Canaanites,

the Ilittites, the Emorites, and the Perizzites,

and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites,—to

give it to his seed ; and thou hast performed

thy words; for thou art righteous:

9 And thou didst see the allliction of our

fathers in Egypt, and their cry didst thou

liear by the Red Sea;

10 And thou didst display signs and won-

ders on Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and

on all the people of his land; for thou knewest

that they had dealt presumptuously against

them; and thou didst (thus) make thyself a

name, as it is this day.

11 And the sea didst thou divide before

them, so that they passed through the midst

of the sea on dry land; and their pursuers

didst tliou throw into the deeps, like a stone

in mighty waters.

12 And by a pillar of cloud didst thou

lead them in the day; and by a pillar of fire

in the night, to give light unto them on the

way whereon they should go.

' Aben Ezra; lueaning, the Canaanites were scattered

so that they flod before Israel. Rashi, " and thou gavest

them their potiscssion in n corner;" explaining, that thoy
u:)4

13 Also on mount Sinai camest thou down,

and spokest with them from heaven ; and thou

gavest them upright ordinances, and trutliful

laws, good statutes and commandments;
14 And thy holy sabbath madest thou

known unto them, and commandments, sta-

tutes, and a law didst thou enjoin on them,

by the hand of Moses thy servant;

15 And bread from heaven didst thou give

them for their hunger, and water out of the

rock broughtest thou forth for them for their

thirst ; and thou didst order them to go in to

take possession of the land concerning which
thou hadst lifted up thy hand to give it unto

them.

IG And they and our fathers acted pre-

sumptuously, and hardened their neck, and
hearkened not to thy commandments.

17 And they I'efused to obe}', and remem-
bered not thy wonders which thou hadst done

with them ; but the}' hardened their neck,

and (spoke of) appointing a chief to i-eturn to

their bondage, in their rebeUion ; but thou

art a God ready to pardon, gracious and mer-

ciful, long-sufiering, and abundant in kind-

ness, and forsookest them not.

18 Yea, although they had made them-

selves a molten calf, and said, This is thy

god that hath brought thee up out of Egypt;

and had practised great provocations :

19 Yet in thy abundant mercies didst thou

not forsake them in the wilderness ; the pillar

of cloud departed not from them by day, to

lead them on the way ; nor the pillar of fire

by night, to give them light on the way
whereon they should go.

20 And thy good spirit thou gavest to

make them intelligent, and thou withheldest

not thy manna from their mouth, and water

thou gavest them for their thirst.

21 And forty years didst tliou provide for

them in the wilderness ; they lacked nothing

;

their clothes did not wear out, and their feet

swelled not.

22 Thou gavest them also kingdoms and

nations, which thou didst divide into various

corners :" and they took possession of the

land of Sichon, and the land of the king of

Cheshbon, and the land of 'Og the king of

Bashan.

(the Israelites) should not mingle with the other nations.

Ilerxhcimcr, "thou gavest them po.sscssions all

lides."
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23 And their children didst thou multiply

like the stars of heaven, and then broughtest

them into the land, concerning which thou

hadst ordered their fathers to enter in to take

possession of it. I

24 And the children entered in and took

possession of the land ; and thou didst hum-

ble before them the inhabitants of the land,

the Canaanite, and gavest them into their

hands, with their kings, and the nations of

the land, that they might do with them ac-

cording to their pleasure.

25 And they captured fortified cities, and

a fat soil; and they took possession of houses

full of all good things, hewn-out wells, vine-

yards, and olive-yards, and fruit trees in abun-

dance ; and they ate, and were satisfied, and

became fat, and delighted themselves in thy

great goodness.
i

20 Then became they disobedient, and re-

belled against thee, and cast thy law behind

their back, and they slew thy prophets who
had warned them to bring them back unto

j

thee, and they practised great provocations, i

27 Thereupon thou gavest them up into;

the hand of their adversaries, who oppressed

them : and in the time of their distress they

cried unto thee, and thou ever heardest them
]

from heaven ; and according to thy abundant '

mercies thou wast wont to give them helpers,
1

who helped them out of the hand of their

adversaries.

28 But wdien (once more) they had rest,

they did again evil before thee; wherefore

thou didst leave them in the hand of their

enemies, so that they had dominion over

them : and when they returned, and cried

unto thee, thou wast wont to hear them from

heaven, and thou didst ever deliver them ac-

cording to thy mercies many times

;

29 And thou gavest them Avarning to bring

them back unto thy law
;
yet they acted pre-

sumptuously, and hearkened not unto thy

commandments, and sinned against thy or-

dinances, which a man is to do, that he may
live through them ; and they rendered their

.shoulder rebellious, and hardened their neck,

and would not hear.

30 Yet thou gavest them indulgence many
years, and didst warn them through thy

spirit by means of thy prophets ; but they gave

By being subject to foreign control.

no ear: therefore didst thou give them up

into the hand of the nations of the lands.

31 Yet in thy abundant mercies hast thou

not made an entire end of them, and thou

hast not forsaken them ; for a gracious and

merciful God art thou.

32 And now, our God, the great, the mighty,

and the terrible God, who keepest the cove-

nant and kindness, let not be esteemed as

little before thee all the hardship that hath

befallen us, on our kings, on our princes, and

on our priests, and on our prophets, and on

our fathers, and on all thy people, from the

days of the kings of Assyria until this day.

33 Nevertheless thou art righteous in all

that is come over us; for thou hast acted

(according to) truth, but we have done wick-

edly.

34 Also our kings, our priests, and our

fathers have not executed thy law, and have

not listened unto thy commandments and thy

testimonies, wherewith thou didst warn them.

35 But they in their kingdom, and in thy

abundant goodness which thou hadst given

them, and in the ample and fat land which

thou hadst given up before them, did indeed

not serve thee, and they turned not away

from their wicked deeds.

36 Behold, we are this day servants; and

as regardeth the land that thou gavest unto

our fathers to eat its fruit and its good things,

behold, we are servants in it;"

37 And it yieldeth its products in abun-

dance for the kings whom thou hast set oyer

us because of our sins ; also over our bodies

have they dominion, and over our cattle {aho)

at their pleasure, and we are in great dis-

tress.

CHAPTER X."

1 And because of all this, we make a faith-

ful covenant, and write it down; and on the

sealed document are our princes, our Levites,

and our priests.

2 And with those who.se seal was affixed

'

were, Nehemiah the Tirshatha, the son of

j

Chachalyah, and Zidkiyah.

j

3 (Then) Serayah, 'Azaryah, Jeremiah,

4 Pashchur, Amaryah, Malkiyah,

5 Chattush, Shebanyah, Malluch,

6 Charim, Meremoth, 'Obadiah,

' The Enclish version commences chap. s. at verse 2.
"
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7 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,

8 Mcsliullam, Abiyah, Miyamin,

9 Maazyali. Bilgai, Siienia'yah : these were

the priests.

10 And the Levites : Jeshua' the son of

Azaiiyah, Binnui, of the sons of Chenadad,
Kadmiel

;

11 And their brethren, Shebanyah, Ho-
diyah, Kehta, Palayah, Chanan,

12 Micha, Recliob, Cha.shabyah,

13 Zaccur, Sherebyah, Shebanyah,
14 Ilodiyah, Bani, Beniuu.

lo The chiefs of the people: Par'osh, Pa-

chath-motib, 'Elam, Zattliu, Bani,

IG Bunni, 'Azgad, Bebai,

17 Adoniyah, Bigvai, 'Adin,

18 Ater, Chizlii3ah, 'Azzur,

19 Hodi^ah, Chashum, Bezai,

20 Chariph, 'Anathoth, Nebai,

21 Magpi'ash, MeshuHam, Chezir,

22 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua',

23 Pehityah, Chanan, 'Anayah,

24 Iloshea', Chananyah, Chasshub,

25 Hallochesh, Pilcha, Shobeli,

20 Rechum, Chashabnah, Ma'asseyah,

27 And Achiyah, Chanan, 'Anan,

28 Malhich, Charim, Ba'anah.

29 And the rest of the people, the priests,

the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the

temple-servants, and all those that had separ

rated themselves from the nations of the

lands unto the law of God, their Avives, their

sons, and their daughters, every one having
knowledge, and having understanding,

30 Held firmly with their brethren, their

nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an
oath, to walk in the law of God, which was
given through means of Moses the servant of

God, and to observe and to do all the com-
mandments of the Eternal One, our Lord,

and Iiis ordinances and his statutes;

31 And tluit we would not give our daugh-
ters unto tlie people of the land, nor take

their daughters for our sons;

32 And that if the people of the land

sliould bring wares or any pro\ isions on the

sabbath day to sell, we would not bu}- of

tliem on the sabbath, or on (another) holy
day: and that we would leave (the fields

without reaping in) the seventh year, and
(give up) every loan of hand.

33 And we established lor us as one of
the commandments to impose on ourselves

»;iO

(to give) the third part of a shekel in every

year for the service of the house of our God

;

34 For the shew-bread, and for the con-

tinual meat-offering, and for the continual

burnt-ofl'ering, (for those of) the sabbaths, of

the new-moons, for the appointed feasts, and
for the holy things, and for the sin-offerings

to make an atonement for Israel, and (for)

all the work of the house of our God.

35 And we, the priests, the Levites, and
the people, cast lots concerning the procuring

of the wood, to bring it into the house of our

God, unto the house of our fathers,* at fixed

times, year by year, to burn upon the altar

of the Lord our God, as it is written in the

law;

36 And"' to bring the first-fruits of our

ground, and the first-fruits of all fruit of all

trees, year by year, unto the house of the

Lord;

37 And also the first-born of our sons, and
of our (unclean) cattle, as it is written in the

law, and to bring the first-born of our herds

and of our Hocks, to the house of our God,

unto the priests that minister in the house of

our God;
38 And that we would bring the first por-

tion of our dough, and our heave-offerings,

and this of the fruit of all manner of trees,

of wine and of oil, to the priests, unto the

chambers of the house of our God, and the

tithes of our ground unto the Levites; and
that these same Levites should be the re-

ceivers of the tithes in all the cities of our
land-tillage;

39 And that the priest the son of Aaron
should be with the Levites, when the Levites

receive the tithes; and that the Levites should

bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house

of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure-

house.

40 For into the chambers shall the chil-

dren of Israel and the children of Levi bring

the heave-ofi'ering of the corn, of the new
wine, and the oil. and there shall be the ves-

sels of the sanctuary, and the priests that

minister, and the gatekeepers, and the sing-

ers; and that we will not forsake the house of

our God.

" Rashi takes this to be another term for the temple,

whieh was already sauctiticd in the time of Israel's fore-

fathers. '' This counofts with verse 33.
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CHAPTER XI.

1 And the rulers of the people dwelt at

Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast

lots, to bring one of every ten to dwell in

Jerusalem the holy city, and the nine parts

to (remain) in the (other) cities.

2 And the people blessed all the men,
that offered themselves voluntarily to dwell

at Jerusalem.

3 ^ Now these are the chiefs of the pro-

vince that dwelt in Jerusalem; but in the

cities of Judah dwelt every one in his posses-

sion in their cities, (to wit,) Israel, the priests,

and the Levites, and the temple-servants, and
the children of Solomon's servants.

4 And at Jerusalem dwelt certain of the

children of Judah, and of the children of

Benjamin. Of the children of Judah: 'Atha-

yah the son of 'Uzziyah, the son of Zecha-
riah, the son of Amaryah, the son of She-
phatyah, the son of Mahalalel, of the chil-

dren of Perez

;

5 And Ma'asseyah the son of Baruch, the

son of Kol-chozeh, the son of Chazayah, the

son of 'Ada3ali, the son of Joyarib, the son

of Zechariah, the son of Hashiloni

;

6 All the sons of Perez that dwelt at

Jerusalem were four hundred sixty and eight

valiant men.
7 ^ And these are the sons of Benjamin:

Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Jo'ed,

the son of Pedayah, the son of Kolayah, the

son of Ma'asseyah, the son of Ithiel, the son

of Jessha'3'ah

;

8 And next to him Gabbai, Sallai; nine

hundred twenty and eight.

9 And Joel the son of Zichri was overseer

over them ; and Judah the son of Hassenuah
was second over the city

10 ^ Of the priests: Jedayah the son of

Joyarib, Jachin

;

11 Serayah the son of Chilkiyah, the son

of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of

Merayoth, the son of Achitub, the superin-

tendent of the house of God

;

12 And their brethren who did the work
of the house, eight hundred twenty and two

;

and 'Adayah the son of Jerocham, the son of

Pelalyah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zecha-
riah, the son of Pashchur, the son of Malki-

yah

;

13 And his brethren, chiefs of the divi-
6S

sions, two hundred forty and two; and 'Amash-
sai the son of 'Azarel, the son of Achsai, tlie

son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer;
14 And their brethren, mighty men of A^'v-

lour, one hundred twenty and eight; and the
overseer over them was Zabdiel, the son of

Haggedolim.
15 ^ Also of the Levites: Shema'yah the

son of Chasshub, the son of 'Azrikam, the son
of Chashabyah, the son of Bunni

;

16 And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the
chiefs of the Levites, had the oversight of the

outward business of the house of God.
17 And Matthaniah the son of Micha, the

son of Zabdi, the son of Assaph, the principal

to begin the thanksgiving at prayer; and
Bakbukyah the second among his brethren,

and 'Abda the son of Shannnua', the son of
Galal, the son of Jeduthun.

18 All the Levites in the holy city were
two hundred eighty and four.

19 And the gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon,
and their brethren that watched at the gates,

were one hundred seventy and two.

20 ^ And the residue of Israel, of the

priests, and the Levites, were in all the cities

of Judah, every one in his inheritance.

21 But the temple-servants dwelt in the

hill-fort; and Zicha and Gishpa were over

the temple-servants.

22 And the overseer of the Levites at

Jerusalem was 'Uzzi the son of Bani, the son

of Chashabyah, the son of Matthanyah, the

son of Micha, one of the .sons of Assaph, the

singers, over the business of the house of

God.

23 For the king's command was obligatory

on them; and there was a fixed rate for the

singers, the requirement of every day on its

day.

24 And Pethachyah the son of Meshezab-

el, of the children of Zerach the son of Ju-

dah, was at the king's hand in every thing

concerning the people.

25 And respecting the villages with their

fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt at

Kiryath-arba', and in its villages, and at Di-

bon, and in its villages, and at Jekabzeel, and
in its villages,

20 And at Jeshua', and at Moladah, and
at Beth-phelet,

27 And at Chazar-shu'al, and at Beei^she-

ba', and in its villages.
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28 And at Ziklag, and at Mechonah, and

in its villages,

29 And at 'En-riinmon, and at Zor'ali, and

at Yarmuth,
30 Zanoilch, 'Adullani, and in their vil-

lage.s, at Lachish, and its fields, at 'Azekali,

and in its villages. And they dwelt from

Beer-sheba' as far .is the valley of Hinnoni.

31 And the children of Benjamin (dwelt),

beginning from Geba', at Michmash, and 'Ay-

3-a, and Beth-el, and in their villages,

32 'Anathoth, Nob, 'Ananyah,

33 Chazor, Raniali, Gittayim,

34 Chadid, Zebo'ini, Neballat,

35 Lod, and Ono, the valley of the carj^en-

ters.

36 And of the Levites dwelt certain divi-

sions in Judah, and in Benjamin.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ And these are the priests and the Le-

vites that came up with Zerubbabel the son

of Shealthiel, and Jeshua': Serayah, Jere-

miah, 'Ezra,

2 Amaryah, Malluch, Chattush,

3 Shechanyah, Rechum, Meremoth,
i 'Iddo, Ginnethoy, Abiyah,

5 Miyamin, Ma'ad3ah, Bilgah,

G Shema'yah, and Joyarib, Jed'ayah,

7 Sallu,'Amok, Chilkiyah, Jed'ayah. These
were the chiefs of the priests and of their

brethren in the days of Jeshua'.

8 ^ And the Levites: Jeshua', Binnui,

Kadmiiil, Sherebyah, Judah, and Mattha-
niah, who was over the songs of thanksgiv-

ing, he and his brethren;

'J And Bakbukyah and 'Unni, their bre-

thren, were opposite to them in the watches.

10 And Jeshua'" begat J()3akim, and Joya-

kim begat Elyashib, and Elyashib begat Joya-
da',

11 And Joyada' begat Jonathan, and Jonar

than begat Jaddua'.

12 And in the days of Joyakim were
priests, as chiefs uf the divisions: of Serayah,

Merayah ; of Jeremiah, Chananyah

;

13 Of 'Ezra, Meshullam; of Amaryah, Je-

hochanan

;

* Rashi remarks that all these were higb-prieats ; there-

fore it is supposed that these verses 10 and 11 were
added by the elders after Nehciuiah, unless the Darius of

verse '22 was Notbus, not Codoiuanus; as tiicre can have
bc«n two Jadduas bich-pricsts.

14 Of Melichu, Jonathan; of Shebanyah,
Joseph

;

15 Of Charim, 'Adna; of Merayotb, Chel-

kai;

16 Of 'Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Me-
shullam;

17 Of Abiyah, Zicliri; of Minyamin, of

Mo'adyah, Piltai;

18 Of Bilgah, Shammua'; of Shem'ayah,
Jehonathan;

19 And of Joyarib, Matthenai; of Jeda'-

yah, "Uzzi;

20 Of Sallai, Kallai; of 'Amok, 'Eber;

21 Of Chilkiyah, Chashabyah ; of Jeda'yah,

Nethanel.

22 Of the Levites in the days of Elyashib,

Joyada', and Jochanan, and Jaddua', are the

chiefs of the divisions written down: also

those of the priests to the reign of Darius the

Persian.

23 ^f The sons of Levi, the chiefs of the

divisions, were written down in the book of

the chronicles, even until the da^-s of Jocha-

nan the son of Elyashib.

24 And the chiefs of the Levites were:
Chashabyah, Sherebyah, and Jeshua' the son

of Kadniiel, with their brethren opposite to

them, to praise and to give thanks, according

to the command of David the man of God,
section by section.

25 Matthanyah, and Bakbukyah, 'Oba-

diah, Meshullam, Talmon, 'Akkub, were
watching gatekeepers on the watch at the

thresholds'' of the gates.

26 These were in the days of Joyakim, the

son of Jeshua', the son of Jozadak, and in

the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of

'Ezra the priest, the expounder.

27 ^f And at the dedication of the wall of

Jerusalem the}- sought the Levites out of all

their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to

celebrate the dedication with joy," with
thanksgivings, and with singing, cymbals,

psalteries, and with harps.

28 And there gathered themselves toge-

ther the sons of the singers, both out of the

district round about Jerusalem, and from the

villages of Netophah;

"" Rashi, '30X3 as 'Soa. Others, '• at the treasury-cham-

bers," from tjDX "to gather."
" Arnhcim, "aud a joj-ful festival with thanksgiv-

ing," &c. The same rendering is also adopted by Phi-

lippson here and elsewhere.
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29 Also from Beth-hagilgal, and out of the

fields of Geba' and 'Azmaveth ; for the singers

had built themselves villages round about

Jerusalem.

30 And the priests and the Levites purified

themselves, and then they purified the people,

and the gates, and the wall.

31 Then brought I up the piiuces of Judali

upon the wall, and stationed two great com-

panies for thanksgiving, and trains to walk

on the right hand upon the wall by the dung-

gate;

32 And after them walked Hosha'yah, and

half of the princes of Judah,

33 And 'Azarj'ah, 'Ezra, and Meshullam,

34 Judah, and Benjamin, and Shema'yah,

and Jeremiah

;

35 And of the sons of priests' Avith trum-

pets, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son

of Shema'yah, the son of Matthanyah, the

son of Michayah, the son of Zaccur, the son

of Assaph

;

36 And his brethren, Shema'yah, and 'Azar-

el, Milalai, Gilalai, Ma'ai, Nethanel, and

Judah, Chanani with the musical instru-

ments of David the man of God, and 'Ezra

the expounder walked before them.

37 And over the fountain-gate, and straight

before them, they went up by the stairs of

the city of David, at the ascent of the wall,

above the house of David, even as far as the

water-gate, eastward.

38 And the other company for thanksgiv-

ing that walked in the opposite direction to

them,—this one did I follow, and the half

of the people upon the wall, from beyond

the tower of the ovens even as far as the

broad wall

;

39 And above the gate of Ephraim, and

above the old gate, and above the fish-gate,

and the tower of Chananel, and the tower of

Meiih, even as fiir as the shec][>gate; and

they halted at the prison-gate."

40 So did the two companies for thanks-

• The princes and priests were divided into two compa-

nies on the wall, 'Ezra going before one, and Nehemiah
following the other. Thus they marched in a row oppo-

site ways, in the circuit of the wall; the Levites playing

upon instruments and singing praises to God, and the

people accompanying them on each side, part of them on

the wall, and part, it may be supposed, by the side of it.

When they met on the opposite side of the city, they

marched in a body to the temple, and offered sacrifices

and thanksgivings with rejoicings.

giving place themselves in the house of God,

and I, and the half of the rulers with me.

41 And the priests, Elyakim, Ma'asseyah,

Minyamiji, Michayah, Elyo'enai, Zechariah,

and Chananiah, with trumpets;

42 Aj\d Ma'asseyah, and Shema'yah, and
El'azar, and 'Uzzi, and Jechoclianan, and Mal-

kiyah, and 'Elam, and 'Ezer. And the singers

sang aloud,*" with Yizrachyah as their over-

seer.

43 And they sacrificed on that day great

sacrifices, and rejoiced; for God had caused

them to rejoice with great joy ; and also the

women and the children rejoiced; so that

the (shout of) joy of Jerusalem was heard

even at a great distance off.

44 T[ And there were appointed at that

day certain men as superintendents over the

chambers for the treasures, for the heave-offer-

ings, for the first-fruits, and for the tithes, to

gather into them out of the fields of the cities

the portions according to the law for the

priests and the Levites; for Judah had joy

on the priests and on the Le\dtes that stood

there,

45 And"" kept the charge of their God, and
the charge of the purification, and as singers

and gatekeej^ers, according to the command
of David, (and) of Solomon his son.

46 For in the daj's of David and Assaph
of old there were chiefs of the singers, and
songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God.

47 And all Israel in the dajs of Zerubba-

bel, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the

portions of the singers and the gatekeeper,

what was required for every day on its day;

and they sanctified things for the Levites;

and the Levites sanctified (the poi'tion due)

for the children of Aaron.

CHAPTER XIII.

1 ^ On that day* there was read in the book

of Moses before the ears of the people ; and

there was found written therein, that no 'Am-

' Lit. "caused to be heard" (themselves).
° This verse is a continuation of verse 44, " that stood

there and kept the charge," &c.
'' As it would appear that Nehemiah had been absent

for some time in Persia, whither he had returned after a

residence in Palestine of about twelve years, the transac-

tion iu this chapter must have taken place on his second

arrival in Palestine. Perhaps "that same day" refers to

the day of the year, the first of the seventh month, as

1 above, viii. 2.
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monito or Moiibitc should come into the con-

grcfration of CJod for ever;

2 Because they had not met the children

of Israel with bread and with water, but had

hired IJirani ajrainst them, that he should

curse them; although our God had ehanged

the curse into a blessing.

3 And it came to pass, when they had

heard the law, that they separated all the

alien mixture from Israel.

4 And before this, Eljashib the priest, ap-

pointed" over the chambers of the house of

our God, and near (of kin) unto Tobi3'ah,

•5 Had prepared for him a large chamber,

where they had laid in former times the

meat-offerings, the frankincense, and the ves-

sels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine,

and the oil, which was ordained for the Le-

vites, and the singers, and the gatekeepers,

and the heave-offering of the priests.

6 But during all this I was not at Jerusa-

lem ; for in the two and thirtieth year of Ar-

ta.xerxes the king of Babylon I Avent back

unto the king, and after the lapse of some
time I obtained by request (leave) of the

king;"

7 And I came to Jerusalem, and perceived

the evil that Elyashib had done for Tobiyah,

in preparing for him a chamber in the courts

of the house of God.

8 And it displeased me greatly: wherefore

I cast forth all the household vessels of Tobi-

yah away out of the chamber.

9 And I gave the order, whereupon they

cleansed the chambers; and I had brought

thither again the vessels of the house of God,

with the meat-offering and the frankincense.

10 And I perceived that the portions of

the Levites had not been given (them) ; so

that the Levites and the singers, that used to

do the work, were lied every one to his field.

11 Then contended I with the rulers, and
said. Why hath tin- house of God become for-

saken? And I gathered them together, and
placed them on their posts.

12 And all Judah brought the tithe of the

corn and the new wine and the oil unto the

treasuries.

13 And I appointed receivers over the

* Herxhcimer. Arnhcim and Philippson, "residing in

a chamber," &c.
' Zunz places this second journey of Nchemiab in 3.564,

eight years after his return.
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treasuries, Shelemyah the priest, and Zadok
the scribe, and Pedayah of the Levites; and
with them acted" Chanan the son of Zaccur,

the son of Matthanyah; for they were ac-

counted as faithful, and it was their duty to

make a distribution among their brethren.

14 Tl Eemember me, my God, concern-

ing this, and Avipe not out my pious deeds

which I have done for the house of my God,

and for those that had charge of it.

15 In those days saw I in Judah some
treading wine-pi'esses on the sabbath, and
bringing in sheaves, and lading burdens on
asses, as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all

manner of burdens, which they brought into

Jerusalem on the sabbath day; and I warned
them on the day whereon they sold provi-

sions."*

16 Also the men of Tyre (that) dwelt

therein brought fish, and all kinds of wares,

and sold (them) on the sabbath unto the

children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.

17 Then I contended with the nobles of

Judah, and said unto them. What evil thing

is this which 3'e .are doing, and profaning

(thereby) the sabbath day?
18 Did not your fathers act thus, where-

fore our God brought over us all this evil,

and over this city? and ye bring yet more
wrath over Israel by profaning the sabbath.

19 And it came to pass, that when the

shadows were lengthened" in the gates of

Jerusalem liefore the sabbath, I gave the

order, whereupon the gates were locked, and I

ordered that they should not be opened till

after the sabbath; and some of my Aoung
men did I place at the gates, that there

should be brought in no burden on the sab-

bath-day*.

20 But the merchants and sellers of all

kinds of wares lodged outside of Jerusalem

once or twice.

21 Thereupon did I warn them, and said

unto them. Why do ye lodge along the wall?

if ye do so again, I will lay hands on you.

From that time forth they came no more on

the sabbath.

22 }\ And I ordered the Levites that they

should cleanse themselves, and that they

• Lit. ".Vnd by their hand."
' Arnhcim, "and I examined witnesses concerning the

day," Ac. Philippson, " I forbade on that day the sale," Ac.

• "Just by sundown."
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should come and keep watch at the gates, to

sanctify the sabbath-day. Also this remem-
ber unto me, my God, and shield me ac-

cording to the abundance of thy kindness.

23 In those days also saw I Jews that had
brought home wives of Ashdod, of 'Amnion,
and of Moiib

;

24 And their children spoke partly in the

speech of Ashdod, and did not understand to

speak in the Jewish language, but according to

the language of one or the other people.

25 And I contended with them, and cursed

them, and smote certain of them, and plucked

out their hair, and made them swear by God,

saying. Ye shall not give j'our daughters unto

their sons, nor take their daughters for your
sons, nor for yourselves.

26 Did not Solomon the king of Israel sin by
these things? and although among the many
nations there was never a king like him, and

beloved as he was by his God, and God had
placed him as king over all Israel : nevertheless

even him did the alien women mislead to sin.

27 Shall we then hear it said of you that

ye do all this great evil, to trespass against

our God in bringing home alien wives?
28 And one of the sons of Joyada', the

son of Elyashib the high priest, was son-in-

law to Sanballat the Choronite; wherefore I

chased him away from me.
29 Remember (this) unto them, my God,

because of the defilements of the priesthood,

and of the covenant of the priesthood, and
of the Levites.

30 Thus cleansed I them from all aliens,

and I appointed the watches of the priests and
the Levites, every one in his work

;

31 And for the procuring of the wood, at

fixed times, and for the first-fruits. Remem-
ber this unto me, my God, for good.

THE FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES,
'N D'O'n nm -i5d.

CHAPTER I.

1 T[ Adam, Sheth, Enosh,

2 Kenan, Mehalalel, Jered,

3 Enoch, Methushelah, Leraech,

4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

5 The sons of Japheth : Gomer, and Ma-
gog, and Madai, and Javan, and Thubal, and
Meshech, and Thiras:

6 And the sons of Gomer : Ashkenaz, and
Diphath, and Thogannah.

7 And the sons of Javan: Elishah, and
Tharshishah, Kittim, and Rodanim.

8 The sons of Ham : Cush, and Mizrayim,

Put, and Canaan.

9 And the sons of Cush : Seba, and Chavi-

lah, and Sabta, and Ra'mah, and Sabtecha.

And the sons of Ramah : Sheba, and De-

dan.

10 And Cush begat Nimrod: this one be-

gan to be a mighty man upon the earth.

11 And Mizravim begat the Ludim, and

the 'Anamim, and the Lehabim, and the

Naphtuchim,
12 And the Pathrusim, and the Casluchini,

of whom came the Philistines, and the Caph-

thorim.

13 T[ And Canaan begat Zidon his first-

born, and Heth,

14 And the Jebusite, and the Emorite, and

the Girgashite,

15 And the Hivite, and tlie Arkite, and

the Sinite,

16 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite,

and the Chamathite.

17 T[ The sons of Shem: 'Elam, and As-

shur, and Arpachshad, and Lud, and Aram,
and 'Uz, and Chul, and Gether, and Meshech.

18 T[ And Arpachshad begat Shelach, and
Shelach begat 'Eber.

19 And unto 'Eber were born two sons:

the name of the one was Peleg; because in

his days the earth was divided ; and his bro-

ther's name was Joktan.
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20 And Joktan begat Almodad, and She-

leph, and Chazarmaveth, and Jerach,

21 And Hadorani, and Uzal, and Diklah,

22 And Khal, and Ahimael, and Sheba,

23 And Ophir, and Chavilah, and Jobab.

All these were the sons of Joktan.

24 ^ Sheni, Arpachshad, Shelach,

25 'Eber, Peleg, Re'u,

2G Serug, Nachor, Terach,

27 Abram; the same is Abraham.
28 ^ The sons of Abraham: Isaac, and

Ishmael.

29 ^[ These are their generations: The
first-born of Ishmael, Nebayoth, then Kedar,

and Adlwl'l, and Mibsam,
;]0 Mishma', and Dumah, Massa, Chadad,

and Tliema,

ol Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These
are the sons of Ishmael.

32 T[ And the sons of Keturah, the con-

cubine of Abraham: she bore Zimran, and
Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Yish-

bak, and Shuach. And the sons Jokshan

:

Sheba, and Dedan.

33 And the sons of Midian : 'Ephah, and
'Epher, and Chanoch, and Abida', and Elda'-

ah. All these are the sons of Keturah.

34
'i

And Abraham begat Isaac. The
sons of Isaac : Esau and Israel.

35 ^ The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, Re'uel,

and Ye'ush, and Ja'alam, and Korach.

30 The sons of Eliphaz: Themau, and
Onuir, Zephi, and Ga'tam, Kenaz, and Thim-
na'," and 'Amalek.

37 ^[ The sons of Re'uel: Nachath, Ze-

rach, Shammah, and Mizzah.

38 And the sons of Se'ir : Lotan, and Sho-

bal, and Zib'on, and 'Anah, and Dishon, and
Ezer, and Dishan.

39 ]f And the sons of Lotan : Chori, and
Ilomam; and the sister of Lotan, Thimna'.

40 ^1 The sons of Shobal: 'Alyan, and
Manachath, and 'Etjal, Shephi, and Onam.
And the sons of Zib'on: 'Ayah, and 'Anah.

41 ^ Tiie sons of 'Anah: Dishon. And
the sons of Dishon : Chamran, and Eshban,
and Yithran, and Cheran.

42 ^[ The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, and Za-

'avan, and Ja'akan. The sons of Dishan

;

'Uz, and Aran.

' In Gen. xxzviii., Thimna' is the concubine, not the

son of Eliphaz.
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43 *[[ And these are the kings that reigned

in the land of Edom before there reigned any
king over the children of Israel : Bcla' the

son of Be'or; and the name of his city was
Dinhabah.

44 And Bela' died, and there reigned in

his stead Jobab the son of Zerach of Bozrah.

45 And Jobab died, and there reigned in

his stead Chusham of the land of Theman.
46 And Chusham died, and there reigned

in his stead Hadad the son of Bedad, who
smote Midian in the field of Moiib; and the

name of his city was 'Avith.

47 And Hadad died, and there reigned in

his stead Samlah of Masrekah.
48 And Samlah died, and there reigned in

his stead Saiil of Rechoboth by the river.

49 And Saiil died, and there reigned in

his stead Ba'al-chanan the son of 'Achbor.

50 And Ba'al-chanan died, and there reign-

ed in his stead Hadad : and the name of his

city was Pa'i; and the name of his wife

was Mehetabel, the daughter of Hatred, the

daughter of Me-zahab.

51 Hadad died also. And the dukes of

Edom were, duke Thimna', duke 'Alvah,

duke Jetheth,

52 Duke Aholibamali, duke Elah, duke
Pinon.

53 Duke Kenaz, duke Theman, duke Mil>

zar,

54 Duke Magdiiil, duke 'Iram. These are

the dukes of Edom.

CHAPTER II.

1 ^ These are the sons of Israel : Reiiten,

Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, and Zc-

bulun,

2 Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin. Nnplitali,

Gad, and Asher.

3 Tl The sons of Judah: 'Er, and Onan,

and Shelali, the three (who) were born unto

him of the daughter of Shua' the Canaanite.^s.

And Er, the first-born of Judah, was evil in

the eyes of the Lord; and he slew him.

4 And Thamar his daughter-in-law bore

unto him Perez and Zerach. All the sons of

Judah were five.

5 The sons of Perez: Chezron and Chamul.

G And the sons of Zerach : Zimri, and

Ethan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Dara';

all of them five.

7 And the sons of Carmi: 'Achar the
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troubler of Israel, who trespassed against the

devoted things.

8 And the sons of Ethan : 'Azar3'ah.

9 And the sons of Chezron, that were born

unto him: Jerachmeel, and Ram, and Ke-

lubai.

10 And Ram begat 'Amminadab, and

'Amminadab begat Nachshon, the prince of

the children of Judah;
11 And Nachshon begat Salma, and Salma

begat Bo'az,

12 And Bo'az begat 'Obed, and 'Obed be-

gat Jesse,

13 T[ And Ishai begat his firsl^born Eliab,

and Abinadab the second, and Shim'a the

third,

14 Nathanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth,

15 Ozem the sixth, David the seventh;

16 And their sisters were Zeruyah, and
Abigayil. And the sons of Zeruyah: Al>
shai, and Joab, and 'Assahel, three.

17 And Abigayil bore 'Amassa; and the

father of 'Amassa was Jether the Ishme'elite.

18 ^ And Caleb the son of Chezron begat

(children) of 'Azubah his wife, and of Jeri'-

oth; and these are her sons: Jesher, and
Shobab, and Ardon.

19 And 'Azubah died, Avhen Caleb took unto

himself Ephrath, who bore unto him Chur.

20 And Chur begat Uri, and Uri begat

Bezalel.

21 And afterward came Chezron to the

daughter of Machir the father of Gil'ad, and

he took her (for wife) when he was sixty

years old; and she bore unto him Segub.

22 And Segub begat Jair, who had three

and twenty cities in the land of Gil'iid.

23 But Geshur and Aram took the small

towns of Jair from them, with Kenath, and

the villages thereof, even sixty cities. All

these (belonged to) the sons of Machir the

father of Gil'ad.

24 And after Chezron was dead in Caleb-

ephratah, then bore Chezron's wife Abiyah
unto him Ashchur the father of Thekoa'.

25 And the sons of Jerachmeel the first-

born of Chezron were. Ram the first-born,

and Bunah, and Oren, and Ozem, and Achi-

yah.

20 Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose
name was 'Atarah; she was the mother of

Onam.
27 And the sons of Ram the first-born of

Jerachmeel were, Ma'az, and Jamin, and
'Eker.

28 And the sons of Onam were, Shammai,
and Jada'. And the sons of Shammai: Na-
dab, and Abishur.

29 And the name of the wife of Abishur
was Abichayil, and she bore unto him Achban,
and Molid.

30 And the sons of Nadab : Seled, and Ap-
payim; and Seled died without children.

31 And the sons of Appayim: Yish'i. And
the sons of Yish'i : Sheshan. And the sons

of Sheshan : Achlai."

32 And the sons of Jada' the brother of

Shammai: Jether, and Jonathan; and Jether

died without children.

33 And the sons of Jonathan: Peleth, and
Zaza. These were the sons of Jerachmeel.

34 Now Sheshan had no sons, but daugh-

ters. And Sheshan had a servant, an Egyptian,

whose name Avas Jarcha'.

35 And Sheshan gave his daughter unto

Jarch.a' his servant for wife; and she bore

unto him 'Attai.

36 And 'Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan
begat Zabad,

37 And Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal

begat 'Obed,

38 And 'Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat

'Azaryah,

39 And 'Azaryah begat Chelez, and Che-

lez begat El'assah,

40 And El'assah begat Sissmai, and Siss-

mai begat Shallum,

41 And Shallum begat Jekamyah, and Je-

kam3'ah begat Elishama'.

42 Now the sons of Caleb the l^rother of

Jerachmeel were, Mesha', his first-born, who
was the father of Ziph, and of the sons of

Mareshah the father of Hebron.

43 And the sons of Hebron: Korach, and

Thappuach, and Rekem, and Shema'.

44 And Shema' begat Racham, the father

of Jorke'am; and Rekem begat Shammai.
45 And the son of Shammai was Ma'on;

and Ma'on was the father of Beth-zur.

46 And 'Ephah, Caleb's concubine, bore

Charan, and Moza, and Gazez; and Charan

begat Gazez.

47 And the sons of Jehdai: Regem, and

* Rashi renders, "the sons of Sheshan were sickly

(and died childless).
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Jothain, and Gosham, and Pelet, and 'Ephah,

and Slia'iipli.

4S Maacliah, Caleb'.s concubine, bore She-

ber, and Tirchanah.

49 Slie bore also Sha'aph the father of

Madmannali, Sheva the father of Machbena,

and the father of Cib'a; and the daughter of

Caleb \va.s 'Achsah.

50 These were the sons of Caleb: Ben-

chur, the first-l)orn of Ephratah; Shobal the

father of Kirjath-ye'arim,

51 Salnia the father of Beth-lechem, Cha-

reph the father of Beth-gader.

52 And Shobal the father of Kir'yath-ye'a-

rnn had sons: Ilaroeh, and Chazi-hammenu-
choth."

53 And the families of Kir'yath-ye'arim are

the Yithrites, and the Puthites, and the Shu-

niathites, and the Mishra'ites ; from the.se

came the Zore'athites, and the Eshthaiilites.

54 The sons of Salma : Beth-lechem, and
the Netophathites, 'Ataroth'' of the house of

Joilb, and Chazi-hannnanachthi, the Zor'ite.

55 And the families of the scribes" who
dwelt at Jabez : the Thirathites, the ShimV
thites, and Suchathites. These arc the Ke-
nites that came from Chammath, the father

of the house of Rcchab.

CHAPTER III.
I

1 ^ And these were the sons of David, who i

were born unto him in Hebron : the first-

born, 'Amnon, of Achino'am the Jizre'elitess;

the second, Daniel, of Abigayil the Carrael-

ite.ss

;

2 The third, Al)shalom the son of Ma'achah
the daughter of Thalmai the king of Geshur;
the foin-th, Adoniyah the son of Chaggith;

3 The fiftli, Sliephatyah of Abital; the

sixth, Yithre'am of 'Eglah his wife.

4 Six were born unto him in Hebron ; and
he reigned there seven years and six months:
and thirty and three years he reigned in

Jerusalem.

5 And these were born unto him in Jeru-

salem : Shim'a, and Shobab, and Nathan, and
Solomon, four, of Bathshua' the daughter of

'Ammiel

;

And Yilichar. and Elishama', and Eli-

phelet,

* Rashi, " the ruler over hiilf the province of Menu-
choth." < Philippnoti, "'Atrotli, BiMh-jnUb."

° Othem, Si)jJiriiui, i\s 11 proppr noua.
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7 And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia',

8 And Elishama', and El3ada,' and Eli-

phelet. nine.

9 (These were) all the sons of David, be-

side the sons of the concubines, and Tharaar
their sister.

10 ^ And Solomon's son was Rehobo'am,
Abiyah his son, Assa his son, Jehoshaphat
his son,

11 Joram his son, Achazyahu his son,

Joiish his son,

12 Amaz}ahu his son, 'Azaryah his son,

Jotham his son,

13 Achaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Me-
nas.seh his son,

14 Anion his son, Josiah his son.

15 And the sons of Josiah were, the first-

boi'n Jochanan, the second Jehoyakim, the

third Zedekiab, the fourth Shallum.

IG And the sons of Jehoyakim: Jechon-

yah his son, Zedekiah his son.

17 And the sons of Jechonyah : Assir,

Sheiilthiel his son,

18 And Malkiram. and Pedayah, and Shen-

azar, Jekainyali, Iloshama', and Nedabvah.
19 And the sons of Pedayah'' were, Zerul>

babel, and Shim'i ; and the sons of Zerub-

babel were, Meshullam, and Chananyah, and
Shelomith their sister;

20 And Chashubah, and Ohel. and Berech-

yah, and Chassadyali, Jushab-ohessed, five.

21 And the sons of Chananyah: Pelatyah,

and Jesha'yah ; the sons of Rephayah, the

sons of Arnan, the sons of 'Obadiah, the sons

of Shechanyah.
22 And the sons of Shechanyah : She-

ma'yah ; and the sons of Shema'yah were,

Chattush, and Yigal, and Bariach, and Ne'ar-

yah, and Shaphat, six.

23 And the sons of Ne'aryah : Elyo'enai,

and Hezekiah, and 'Azrikam, three.

24 And the sons of Elyo'enai were, Ho-
davyahu, and Elyashib, and Pelayah, and
'Akkub, and Jochanan, and Delayah, and
'Anani, seven.

CHAPTER IV.

1 Tl The sons of Judah: Perez, Chezron,

and Carmi. and Chur, and Shobal.

2 And Rejiyah the son of Shobal begat

" Rcdak suggests that Pedayah may have been the son

of She'dlthicl, wherefore Zerubbabel is called elsewhere tlie

son of Rhcillthiel.
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Jachath ; and Jachath begat Achumai, and
Lahad. These are the families of the Zor'ath-

ites.

3 And these were (those of) the father of

'Etam, Jizre'el, and Yishma, and Yidbash

;

and the name of their sister was Hazzelelj^oni.

4 And Penuel the father of Gedor, and
'Ezer the father of Chushah. These are the

sous of Chur, the first-born of Ephratah, the

father of Beth-lechem.

5 And Ashchur the father of Thekoii' had
two wives, Chelah and Na'arah.

G And Na'arah bore him Achuzzam, and
Chepher, and Themeni. and Haachashthari.

These were the sons of Na'arah.

7 And the sons of Chelah were, Zereth, and
Zochar, .and Ethnan.

8 And Koz begat 'Anub, and Hazzobebah,

and the families of Acharchel the son of Ha-
rum.

9 And Ja'bez Avas more honourable than
his brothers ; and his mother called his

name Ja'bez, saying. Because I bore him in

pain.

10 And Ja'bez called on the God of Israel,

saying. Oh that thou wouldest bless me in-

deed, and enlarge my boundary, and that

thy hand might be with me, and that thou

wouldest act for me against the evil, that it

may not give me pain ! And God granted

him what he had asked for.

11 And Kelub the brother of Shuchah be-

gat Mechir, who was the father of Eshthon.

12 And Eshthou begat Beth-rapha, and
Passeach, and Techinnah the father of 'Ir-

nachash. These are the men of Rechah.

13 And the sons of Kenaz : 'Othniel, and
Serayah. And the sons of 'Othniel : Cha-

thath.

14 And Me'onothai begat 'Ophrah ; and
Serayah begat Jolib, the father" of the valley

of the carpenters ; for they were carpentei's.

15 And the sons of Caleb the son of Je-

phunneh : 'Iru, Elah, and Na'am. And the

sons of Elah : Ukenaz.
16 And the sons of Jehalelel : Ziph, and

Ziphah, Thireya, and Assarel.

17 And the sons of 'Ezra: Jether, and
Mered, and 'Epher, and Jalon. And she

" The word " fatlier" here used, as also frequently iu

these genealogies, means ancestor of the people of the place

mentioned.
5 T

conceived (and bore)'' Miriam, and Shammai,
and Yishbah the father of Eshthemoa'.

18 And his wife the Jewess bore Jered tlie

father of Gedor, and Cheber the father of

Socho, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoach.
And these are the sons of Bithyah the daugh-
ter of Pharaoh, whom Mered had taken (for

wife).

19 And the sons of the wife of Ilodiyah

the sister of Nacham : the father of Ke'ilah,

the Garmite, and Eshthemoii' the Ma'achath-
ite.

20 And the sons of Shimon : Amnon, and
Rinnah, Ben-chanan, and Thilon. And the
sons of Yish'i were, Zocheth, and Ben-zocheth.

21 The sons of Shelah the son of Judah:
'Er the fatlier of Lechah, and La'dah the
father of Mareshah, and the families of the
house of those that wrought fine linen, of the
house of Ashbeii',

22 And Jokim, and the men of Cozeba,

and Joiish, and Saraph, who had dominion
in Moiib, and Jashubi-lechem. And these

are ancient things.

23 There were the potters, and those that

dwelt in plantations and sheepfolds ; for the

king's sake to do his work they dwelt there.

24 ^[ The sons of Simeon : Nemuel, and
Jamin, Jarib, Zerach, and Saiil.

25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, Mish-
ma' his son.

2G And the sons of Mishma': Hamuel his

son, Zaccur his son, Shim'i his son.

27 And Shim'i had sixteen sons and six

daughters; but his brethren had not many
children, nor did all their family multiply,

equal to the children of Judah.
28 And they dwelt at Beer-sheba', and

Moladah, and Chazar-shu'al,

29 And at Bilhah, and at 'Ezem, and at

Tholad,

30 And at Bethuel, and at Chormah, and
at Ziklag,

31 And at Beth-marcaboth, and Chazar-

sussim, and at Beth-biri, and at Sha'arayim.

These were their cities until the reign of David.

32 And their villages were 'Etam, and
'Ayin, Rimmon, and Tochen, and 'Ashan, five

cities

;

'' It is probable that the latter part of verse 18 should

be transposed before this passage, so that " she" spoken

of hero is Biihj'ah.
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33 And all tht'ir villages that were round

alxjut these same cities, as far as Ba'al. These

were their dwelling-places, and after them
are they recorded."

34 And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and Jo-

shah the son of Amazyah,
35 And Joel, and Jehu the son of Joshib-

yah, the son of Serayah, the son of 'Assiel,

36 And Elyo'enai and Ja'akobah, and Je-

shochayah, and 'Assayah, and 'Adiiil, and
Jessimii-'l, and Benayah,

37 And Ziza the son of Shiph'i, the son of

Allon, the son of Jedayah, the son of Shimri,

the son of Shema'yah

;

38 These mentioned by their names were
princes in their families; and their family

divisions spread themselves out greatly.

39 And they went to the entrance of Ge-
dor, as far as the east side of the valley, to

seek pasture for their flocks.

10 And they found fiit and good pasture,

and the land was roomy, and quiet, and
peaceable; for descendants of Ham dwelt
there tefore that time.

41 And then came these written down by
name in the days of Hezekiah the king of

Judah, and smote their tents, and the ha-

bitations*" that were found there, and de-

stroyed them utterly unto this day, and
dwelt in their stead; because there was pas-

ture there for their tiocks.

42 And some of them, even of the sons of

Simeon, five hundred men, went to mount
Se'ir having at their head Pelatyah, and
Ne'aryah, and Rephayah, and 'Uzziel, the

sons of Yish'i.

43 And they smote the rest of the 'Amalek-
ites" that were escaped, and dwelt there unto

this day.

CHAPTER V.

1 ^ And the sons of Reuben the first-bom

of Israel—for he was the llrst-born; but,

when he defiled his father's bed, was his

birthright given unto the sons of Joseph the

son of Israel ; so that the genealogy is not to

be reckoned after the first-birth;

2 For Judah became the mightiest of his

brothers, and the prince descended from

* ZUDZ.

'Others, not "the inhabitants," but*

people of Ma'on.
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Me'unim," the

him; while the first-birthright Ijelonged to

Joseph.

—

3 ^ The sons of Reuben the first-boni of

Israel were, Chanoch, and Pallu, Chezron,

and Carmi.

4 The sons of Joel : Shema'yah .his son,

Gog his son, Shim'i his son,

5 Michah his son, Reliyah his son, Ba'al

his son,

G Beerah his son, whom Tilgath-pilneesser

the king of As.''3ria carried into exile ; he was
the prince of the Reiibenites.

7 And his brethren by their families, ac-

coming to their genealogy after their genera-

tions were, the chief, Je'iel, and Zechariahu,

8 And Bela' the son of 'Azaz, the son of

Shema', the son of Joel, who dwelt in 'Aro'er,

and as far as Nebo and Ba'al-me'on;

9 And to the eastward he dwelt as far as

the entrance of the wilderness from the river

Euphrates;'' because their cattle were nume-
rous in the land of Gil'ad.

10 And in the da3S of Saiil they made
war Avith the Ilagarenes, who fell by their

hand; and they dwelt in their tents in the

whole front of the land to the east of Gil'ad.

11 ^[ And the children of Gad dwelt along-

side of them, in the land of Bashan as far as

Salchah.

12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the next,

and Ja'nai, and Shaphat in Bashan.

13 And their brethren according to their

family divisions were, Michael, and Meshul-
1am, and Sheba', and Jorai, and Ya'kan, and
Zia', and 'Eber, seven.

14 ^[ These are the children of Abichayil

the son of Churi, the son of Jaroiieh, the son

of Gil'ad, the son of Michael, the son of Jeshi-

shai, the son of Jachdo. the son of Buz;
15 Achi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni,

the chief of their family division.

IG And they dwelt in Gil'ad, in Bashan,
and in its minor towns, and in all the open
districts of Sharon, as far as their terminations.

17 All these were recorded by their gene-

alogies in the days of Jotham the king of

Judah, and in the days of Jerobo'am the king
of Israel.

18 ^ The sons of Reiiben, and the Gad-

° 1. e. From the defeat which they suffered at the hauJs

of Saiil, the first king of Israel.

''
/. e. The desert which commences there.
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ites, and the half tribe of Menasseh, of valiant

men, men able to bear shield and sword,

and to draw the bow, and practised in war,

were four and forty thousand seven hundred
and sixty, that went out to the army.

19 And they made Avar with the Haga-
renes, and Jetur, and Nephish, and Nodab.

20 And they obtained help against them,

and the Hagarenes were delivered into their

hand, and all that were with them; for to

God they cried in the battle, and he was en-

treated by them; because they put their trust

in him.

21 And they led aAvay captive their cat-

tle; of their camels fifty thousand, and of

sheep two hundred and fifty thousand, and
of asses two thousand, and of human beings

one hundred thousand.

22 For there fell down many slain ; because

the war was of God. And they dwelt in

their stead until the exile.

23 T[ And the children of the half tribe of

Menasseh dwelt in the land: from Bashan
unto Ba'al-chermon and Senir and mount
Chermon were they numerous;

24 And these were the heads of their

fixmily divisions, namely, 'Epher, and Yish'i,

and Eliel, and 'Azriel, and Jeremiah, and
Hodavyah, and Jachdiel, mighty men of va-

lour, famous men, (and) heads of their family

divisions.

25 ^ But they trespassed against the God
of their fathers, and went astray after the

gods of the people of the land, whom God
had destroyed from before them.

26 And the God of Israel stiri'ed up the

spirit of Pul the king of Assyria, and the

spirit of Tilgath-pilnesser the king of Assyria,

and he carried them into exile, even the

Reiibenites, and the Gadites, and the half

tribe of Menasseh, and brought them unto

Chalach, and Chiibor, and Hara, and to the

river Gozan, even until this day.
27" ^ The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kehath,

and Merari.

28 ^ And the sons of Kehath : 'Amram,
Yizhar, and Chebron, and 'Uzziel.

29 ^ And the children of 'Amram: Aa-
ron, and Moses, and Miriam. And the sons

j

of Aaron: Nadab, and Abihu, El'azar, and
Ithamar.

' The English version commences here chapter vi.

30 El'azar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat

Abishua',

31 And Abishua' begat Bukki, and Bukki
begat 'Uzzi,

32 And 'Uzzi begat Zerachyah, and Zerach-

yah begat Meraj'oth,

33 Merayoth begat Amaryah, and Amar-
yah begat Achitub,

34 And Achitub begat Zadok, and Zadok
begat Achima'az,

35 And Achima'az begat 'Azaryah, and
'Azaryah begat Jochanan,

36 And Jochanan begat 'Azaryah, he it is

that officiated as priest in the house that

Solomon had built in Jerusalem

;

37 And 'Azaryah begat Amaryah, and
Amaryah begat Achitub,

38 And Achitub begat Zadok, and Zadok
begat Shallum,

39 And Shallum begat Chilkiyah, and
Chilkiyah begat 'Azaryah,

40 And 'Azaryah begat Serayah, and Se-

rayah begat Jehozadak,

41 And Jehozadak went away, when the

Lord carried Judah and Jerusalem into exile

through the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.

CHAPTER VL
1 ^ The sons of Levi : Gershom, Kehath,

and Merari.

2 And these are the names of the sons of

Gershom : Libni, and Shim'i.

3 And the sons of Kehath Avere, 'Amram,
and Yizhar, and Chebron, and 'Uzziel.

4 The sons of Merari : Maclili, and Mushi.

And these are the families of the Levites ac-

cording to their fathers.

5 Of Gershom : Libni his son, Jachath his

son, Zimmah his son,

6 And Joiich his son, 'Iddo his son, Ze-

rach his son, JeJitherai his son.

7 The sons of Kehath: 'Amminadab his

son, Korach his son, Assir his son,

8 Elkanah his son, and Ebyassaph his son,

and Assir his son,

9 Tachath his son, Uriel his son, 'Uzziyah

his son, and Saiil his son.

10 And the sons of Elkanah: 'Amassai,

and Achimoth,
11 (And) Elkanah. The sons of Elkanah

:

Zophai his son, and Nachath his son,

12 Eliab his son, Jerocham his son, Elka-

nah his son.
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13 And the sons of Samuel: the first-born

Vashni, and Abiyah. I

14 Thi' sons of Merari: Machli, Libni his

son, Shiin'i his son, "Uzzah his son,

15 Shini'a his son, Chaggiyah his son, 'As-

sayah his son.

16 T[ And these are those whom David

appointed for the purpose of conducting the

singing in the house of the Lord, after the

ark had a resting-place.

17 And they ministered before the taber-

nacle of the tent of the congregation with

singing, until Solomon built the house of the

Lord in Jerusalem ; and who acted" accord-

ing to their prescribed manner in their ser-

vice. 1

18 And these are those that so acted with
|

their sons. Of the sons of the Kehathites

:

Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of

Samuel,

19 The son of Elkanah, the son of Je-

rocham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toach,

20 The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah,

the son of Machath, the son of 'Amassai,

21 The son of P^lkanah, the son of Joel,

the son of 'Azarvah, the son of Zephanyah,

22 The son of Tachath, the son of Assir,

the son of Ebvassaph, the son of Korach,

23 The son of Yizhar, the son of Kehath,

the son of Levi, the son of Israel.

24 ^ And his relative Assaph, was he who
stood on his right hand, (even) Assaph the

son of Berachyah, the son of Shim'a,

25 The son of Michael, the son of Ba'as-

seyah, the son of Malkiyah,

26 The son of Ethni, the son of Zerach,

the son of 'Adayah.

27 The son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah,
the son of Shini'i,

28 The son of Jachatb, the son of Ger-

.shom, the son of Levi.

29 ^1 And their brethren the sons of Me-

rari (stood) on the left hand : Ethan the son

of Kislii, the son of 'Abdi, tiie son of Malluch,

30 The .son of Cbasliahyab, the son of

Amazyah, the son of Chilkiyah,

31 The son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the

son of Shamer,
32 The son of Machli, the son of Mushi,

the son of Merari, the son of Levi.

33 And their brethren the Levites were

Lit. " stood."

superadded for all manner of service of the

tabernacle of the house of God.

34 But Aaron and his sons offered upon

the altar of the burnt-ofTering, and upon the

altar of incense, (and were) for all the work
of the most holy place, and to make an atone-

ment for Israel, in accordance with all that

Moses the .servant of God had commanded.
35 1[ And these are the sons of Aaron :

El'azar his son, Phinehas his son, Abi.shua'

his son,

36 Bukki his son, 'Uzzi his son, Zerachyah

his son,

37 Merayoth his son, Amaryah his son,

Achitub his son,

38 Zadok his son, Achima'az his .son.

39 ^1 And these are their dwelling-places

with their castles'' in their boundaries ; unto

the sons of Aaron, of the families of the Ke-

hathites ; for theirs was the (first) lot,

—

4U And they gave unto them Hebron in

the land of Judah, with its open spaces

round about it.

41 But the fields of the city, and its vil-

lages, they gave to Calb the son Jephunneh.

42 ^ And to the sons of Aaron they gave

(of) the cities of refuge Hebron, and Libnah

with its open spaces, and Jattir, and Eslithe-

nioji' , Avitli its open spaces,

43 And Chilen with its open spaces, Debir

with its open spaces,

44 And 'Ashan with its open spaces, and

Beth-sbemesh with its open spaces.

45 ^ And from the tribe of Benjamin,

Geba' with its open spaces, and 'xVlemeth

with its open spaces, and 'Anathoth Avith its

open sjmces. And all their cities were thir-

teen cities after their families.

46 ^1 And unto the sons of Kehath that

were left of the family of that tribe, (were

given) from the half tribe, the half tribe of

Menasseh, by lot, ten cities.

47 ^1 And to the sons of Gershom after

their families, from the ti'ibe of Issachar. and

from the tribe of Asher. and from the tribe

of Naphtali, and tVom the tribe of Menasseh

in Bashan, (were given) thirteen cities.

48 ^ Unto the sons of Merari after their

families, from the tribe of Reuben, and from

the tribe of Gad, and from the trite of Zebu-

lun, (were given) by lot, twelve cities.

' Zunz, ' thoir shecpfolds." Herxheimcr, " tent-villagos."
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49 And the children of Israel gave to

the Levites these cities with their open
spaces.

50 And they gave by lot from the tribe of

the children of Judah, and from the tribe of

the children of Simeon, and from the tribe of

the children of Benjamin these cities, which
they called by names.

51 ^ And some of the families of the sons

of Kehath had the cities of their territory

from the tribe of Ephraim.
52 And they gave unto them, (of) the

cities of refuge Sechem in the mountain of

Ephraim with its open spaces, and Gezer

with its open spaces,

53 And Jokme'am with its open spaces,

and Beth-choron with its open spaces,

54 And Ayalon with its open spaces, and
Gath-rimmon with its open spaces.

55 And from the half tribe of Menasseh :

'Aner with its open spaces, and Bil'am with

its open spaces, for the family of the remain-

ing portion of the sons of Kehath.
56 Tf Unto the sons of Gershom (were

given) from the family of the half tribe of

Menasseh, Golan in Bashan with its open
spaces, and 'Ashtaroth with its open spaces.

57 Tl And from the tribe of Issachar : Ke-
desh with its open spaces, Dobi'ath with its

open spaces,

58 And Ramoth with its open spaces, and
'Anem with its open spaces.

59 Tl And from the tribe of Asher : Mashal
Avith its open spaces, and 'Abdon with its

open spaces,

60 And Chukok with its open spaces, and
Rechob with its open spaces.

61 Tl And from the tribe of Naphtali : Ke-
desh in Galilee with its open spaces, and
Chammon with its open spaces, and Kir-

yathayim with its open spaces.

62 ^ Unto the remaining portion of the

children of Merari (were given) from the

tribe of Zebulun, Rimmono with its open
spaces, Tabor with its open spaces.

63 And on the other side the Jordan by
Jericho, on the east side of Jordan, from the

tribe of Reiiben, Bezer in the wilderness with

its open spaces, and Jahzah with its open
spaces,

64 And Kedemoth with its open spaces,

and Mepha'ath with its open spaces.

65 ^ And from the tribe of Gad: Ramoth

in Gila'd with its open spaces, and Machor
nayim with its open spaces,

66 And Cheshbon with its open spaces,

and Ja'azer with its open spaces.

CHAPTER VII.

1 ^ And the sons of Issachar were. Tola',

and Puah, Yashub, and Shimron, four.

2 And the sons of Tola' : 'Uzzi, and Re-
phayah, and Jeriel, and Jachmai, and Yibsam,
and Shemuel, heads of their family divisions,

of Tola', being valiant men of might, after

their descent; their number in the days of

David was two and twenty thousand and six

hundred.

3 ^ And the sons of 'Uzzi: Yizrach^ah.

And the sons of Yizrachyah : Michael, and
'Obadiah, and Joel, Yishiyah, five, chief men
all of them.

4 And with them according to their de-

scent, after their family divisions, were bands
of the army for war, six and thirty thousand
men ; for they had many wives and sons.

5 And their brethren of all the families of

Issachar were valiant men of might ; eighty

and seven thousand reckoned by their gene-

alogies in all.

6 ^ Of Benjamin : Bela', and Becher, and
Jedi'ael, thi'ee.

7 And the sons of Bela' : Ezton, and 'Uzzi,

and 'Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and 'Iri, five, heads
of family divisions, being mighty men of va-

lour ; and they were reckoned by their gene-

alogies twenty and two thousand and thirty

and four.

8
T]
And the sons of Becher : Zemirah, and

Jo'ash, and EU'ezer, and Elyo'enai, and 'Omri,

and Jeremoth, and Abiyah, and 'Anathoth,

and 'Alemeth. All these are the sons of

Becher.

9 And reckoned by their genealogy after

their descent, heads of their family divisions,

mighty men of valour, there were twenty

thousand and two hundred.

10 Tf And the sons of Jedi'ael : Bilhan.

And the sons of Bilhan : Je'ush, and Benja-

min, and Ehud, and Kena'anah, and Zethan,

and Tharshish, and Achishachar.

11 All these the sons of Jedi'ael, by the

heads of their divisions, being mighty
men of valour, were seventeen thousand

and tAvo hundred, fit to go out to the army
for Avar.
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12 And Shuppim, and Chuppim, the chil-

dren of 'Ir, and Chufihim, the sons of Acher.'

13 % The sons of Naphtali: Jachziel, and
Guni. and Jczer, and Shalluni, the sons of

Bilhah.

14 ^1 The sons of Menasseh: Assriel,

whom (his wife)'' bore; his concubine the

Aramitess bore Machir the father of Gil'ad.

1-") And Macliir took for wife (the" sister)

of Chuppim and Shuppim, Avhose sisters

name was Ma'achah. And the name of the

second was Zelophchad: and Zelophchad had
daughters.

10 And Ma'acliah the wife of Machir bore

a son, and she called his name Peresli; and
the name of his brother was Sheresh; and
his sons were Ulam and Rekem.

17 And the sons of Ulam : Bedan. These
were the sons of Gil'ad, the son of Machir,
the son of Menasseh.

18 And his sister Hammolechcth bore

Ishhod, and Abi'ezer, and Machlah.
19 And the sons of Shemida' were, Ach'-

yan, and Shochem, and Likchi, and Ani'am.
20 ^ And the sons of Ephraim : Shuthe-

lah, and Bered his son, and Tachath his son,

and l^l'adah his son, and Tachath his son,

21 And Zabad his son, and Shutholach his

son, and 'E/.er, and El'ad, whom the men of

Gatli that were born in that land slew, Avhen
they came down to take away their cattle.

22 And Ephraim their fiither mourned
many days, and his brethren came to com-
fort him.

23 And he went in to his wife, and she
conceived, and bore a son, and he called his

name Beri'ah, because misfortune'' had come
into his house.

24 And his daughter was Shcorah, who
built Beth-choron the lower, and the upper,

and Uzzen-sheerah.

25 And Rephach was his son, also Resheph,
and Tclach his son, and Tachan his son,

2G La'dan his son, 'Ammiluid his son,

Elishama' his son,

27 Non his son, Jehoshua' his son.

28 And their possessions and dwelling-
places were, Beth-el and its towns, and at the

•Others render, "Chushim the son of another,"
nnniely, Dtm, as otherwise no account is given of this

tribo. Dr. I'hilippson and others suggest that Dan is

not nx'nlioncd bccauso this tribe first introduocd idohitry.

(Sec Judges xviii.)

I>:.0

east Na'aran, and at the west Gezer, with its

villages, and Shechem with its villages, as far

as Gazza and its villages;

29 And by the borders of the children of
Menasseh, Beth-shean and its villages, Ta'-

nach and its villages, Megiddo and its vil-

lages. Dor and its villages. In these dwelt
the children of Joseph the son of Israel.

30 ^ The sons of Asher: Yimnah, and
Yishvah, and Yishvi, and Beri'ah, and Serach
their sister.

31 And the sons of Beri'ah: Cheber, and
Malkiel, who is the father of Birzayith.

32 And Cheber begat Yaphlet, and Sho-
mer, and Chotham, and Shu'a their sister.

33 And the sons of Yaphlet: Pasach, and
Bimhal, and 'Ashvath. These are the chil-

dren of Yaphlet.

34 And the sons of Shamer: Achi, and
Rohgah, and Cliubbah, and Aram.

35 And the sons of his brother Helem:
Zophach, and Yimna', and Shelesh, and
'Amal.

36 The sons of Zophach: Suach, and Cliar-

nepher, and Shu'al, and Beri, and Yimrah,
37 Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, and

Shilshah, and Yithran, and Bcera.

38 And the sons of Jether: Jephunneh,
and Pisspah, and Ara.

39 And the sons of 'Ulla: Arach, and
Chaniel, and Rizya.

40 All those were the children of Asher,
heads of their family divisions, selected

mighty men of valour, chiefs of the princes.

And being recorded according to their gene-
alogy for the army for the war, their number
was of men twenty and six thousand.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ And Benjamin begat Bela' his first-

born, Ashbel the second, and Achrach the

third,

2 Nochah the fourth, and Rapha the

fifth.

3 And Bela' had sons, Addar, and Gera,

and Abihud,

4 And Abishua', and Na'aman, and
Achoiich,

* The words " his wife" are not in the text.

" These words too arc not in the text, which is quite

obscure.
'' ni"ia BrrCah, derived from ni'i3 Btra'ah "evil,"

"misfortune," &c.
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5 And Gera, and Shejiliuphan, and Chu-
ram.

6 And these are the sons of Echud : these

are the heads of the family divisions of the

inhabitants of Geba', who were exiled to

Manachath

;

7 Both Na'aman, and Achiyah, and Gera,

—he exiled them, and begat 'Uzza, and Achi-

chud.

8 And Shacharayim begat children in the

fields of Moab, after he had sent them away
—Chushim and Ba'ara his wives.

9 And he begat of Chodesh his wife, Jobab,

and Zibya, and Mesha, and Malkam,
10 And Je'uz, and Shabyah, and Mirmah.

These were his sons, heads of family divi-

sions.

11 And of Chushim he begat Abitub, and
Elpa'al.

12 And the sons of Elpa'al: 'Eber, and
Mish'am, and Shemer, who built Ono, and
Lod, with its villages:

13 And Beri'ah, and Shema', who were
the heads of the family divisions of the inha-

bitants of Ayalon; these were those who
drove awa}- tlie inhabitants of Gath

;

14 And Achyo, Shashak, and Jeremoth,

15 And Zebadyah, and 'Arad, and 'Eder,

16 And Michael, and Yishpah, and Jocha,

the sons of Beri'ah;

17 And Zebadyah, and Meshullam, and
Chiski, and Cheber,

18 And Yishmerai, and Yizliah, and Jobab,

the sons of Elpa'al;

19 And Jakim, and Zicln-i, and Zabdi,

20 And Eli'enai, and Zillethai, and Eliel,

21 And 'Adayah, and Berayah, and Shim-

rath, the sons of Shim'i

;

22 And Yishpan, and 'Eber, and Eliel,

23 And 'Abdon, and Zichri, and Clianan,

24 And Chananj^ah, and 'Elam, and 'An-

thothiyah,

25 And Yiphedeyah, and Penuel, the sons

of Shashak

;

26 And Shamsherai, and Shecharyah, and
'Athalyah,

27 And Ja'areshyah, and Eliyah, and
Zichri, the sons of Jerocham.

28 These were the heads of the family

divisions, by their generations, chief men.
These dwelt in Jerusalem.

29 ][ And at Gib'on dwelt the father of

Gib'on; whose wife's name was Ma'achah;

30 And his first-born son 'Abdon, and Zur,

and Kish, and Ba'al, and Nadab,
31 And Gedor, and Achyo, and Zecher.

32 And Mikloth begat Shimah. And
these also dwelt alongside of their brethren

in Jerusalem, with their brethren.

33 ^ And Ner begat Kish, and Kish begat

Saiil, and Saiil begat Jehonathan and Malki-
shua', and Abinadab, and Eshba'al.

34 And the son of Jehonathan was Meril>
ba'al; and Merib-ba'al begat Michah.

35 And the sons of Michah were, Pithon,

and Melech, and Tarea, and Achaz.
36 And Achaz begat Jeho'addah ; and Jeho-

'addah begat 'Alemeth, and 'Azmaveth, and
Zimri; and Zimri begat Moza;

37 And Moza begat Bin'ah; Kapha was
his son, El'assah his son, Azel his son.

38 And Azel had six sons, and these are

their names, 'Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael,

and She'aryah, and 'Obadiah, and Chanan.
All the.se were the sons of Azel.

39 And the sons of 'Eshek his brother

were, Ulam his first-born, Je'ush the second,

and Eliphelet the third.

40 And the sons of Ulam were mighty
men of valour, who draw the bow, and had
many sons, and sons' sons, one hundred and
fifty. All these are of the sons of Benja-

min .

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ So all Israel were recorded by their

genealogies; and, behold, they are written in

the book of the kings of Israel; but (the

men of) Judah were carried awa}- into exile

to Babylon for their unfaithfulness.

2 And the first inhabitants that (dwelt

again) in their possessions in their cities,

were the Israelites, the priests, the Levites,

and the temple-servants.

3 And in Jerusalem dwelt some of the

children of Judah, and of the children of Ben-

jamin, and of the children of Ephraim, and
Menasseh.

4 'Uthai the son of 'Ammihud, the son of

'Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of

the children of Perez the son of Judah.

5 And of the Shilonites : 'Assayah the

first-born, and his sons.

6 And of the sons of Zerach : Je'uel, and
their brethren, six hundred and ninety.

7 And of the sons of Benjamin : Sallu the
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son of Mcshullam, the son of Hodavyah, the

son of lliissenuah,

S And Yibneyah the son of Jerocham, and

Eliili the son of 'Uzzi, the son of Michri, and
ML'shuUiini the son of Shephatyah, the son

of Ke'iii'l, the son of Yihniyah
;

'J And their brethren, according to their

generations, nine hundred and fifty and six.

All these men were chiefs of the divisions

of their family divisions.

lU ^1 And of the priests : Jeda'yah, and Je-

hoyarib, and Jachiu,

1

1

And "Azaryah the son of Chilkiyah, the

son of MeshuUam, the son of Zadok, the son

of IMerayoth, the son of Achitub, the ruler

of the house of God.

12 ]f And 'Adayah the son of Jerocham,

the son of Pashchur, the son of Malkiyah, and
Ma'sai the son of 'Adiel, the son of Jachzerah,

the son of Meshullani, the son of Meshille-

mith, the son of Immer;
I'i And their brethren chiefs of their family

divisions, one thousand and seven hundred
and si.xty, very able men" for the work of

the service of the house of God.

14 ^ And of the Levites : Shema'yah the

son of Chasshub, the son of 'Azrikam, the son

of Chashabjah, of the sons of Merari

;

IG And Bakbakkar, Cheresh, and Galal,

and Matthan^-ah the .son of Micha, the son

of Zichri, the scm of Assaph
;

1() And 'Obadiah the son of Shema'yah,

the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; and
Berechyah the son of Assa, the son of El-

kanali, that dwelt in the villages of the

Netophathites.

17 And the gatekeepers Avcre, Shallum,

and 'Akkub, and Talmon, and Achiman, and
their l)retliren; Shallum being the chief,

18 And to this time are they in the king's

gate to the eastward; they are the gate-

keepers for the camps of the children of Levi.

19 And Shallum the son of Kor6, the son

ul" Ebyassaph, the son of Korach, and his

iiretliren, of the house of his father, the

Korchites, being over the work of the ser-

vice, were the watchmen at the threshold of

the tabernacle; and their fathers, being over

• Lit. " mighty men of valour," which phrase is often

u.su(l to I'xprcs.s a peculiar fitness fur au eiupliijiiicnt.
'' During tlio jiiunicvs in the wilderness the Kehathites

liad the charge of tlic sjicred vessels, the ark, &e.

(Num. iv.)

the camp** of the Lord, were the watchmen
at the entrance (thereof).

20 And Phinehas the son of El'azar was
the ruler over them in times past; and the

Lord was with him.

21 (And) Zechariah the son of Mesjielem-

yah was gatekeeper at the entrance of the

tabernacle of the congregation.

22 All of these selected to be gatekeepers

at the threshold were two hundred and
twelve. These were recorded according to

their genealogy in their villages
;
(and they

were) those (whom) David and Samuel the

seer did ordain in their trust."

23 Both they and their children had the

oversight over the gates of the house of the

Lord, (namely,) the house of the tabernacle,

as watches.

24 On four quarters were the gatekeepers,

toward the east, the west, the north, and the

south.

25 And their brethren, who were in the

villages, had to come after every seven da^s

from time to time in common with these.

2G For in (their) trust were these'' four

chief gatekeepers—these Levites, and they

were (a])pointed) over the chambers and trea-

suries of the house of God.

27 And they lodged round about the house

of God ; becau.se upon them rested the duty of

watching, and they had the supervision of

the opening thereof every morning.

28 And .some of them had the charge of

the vessels for the service ; for by number did

they bring them in, and by number did they

carry them out.

29 Some of them also were appointed over

the vessels, and over all the vessels of the

sanctuary, and over the fine fiour, and the

wine, and the oil, and the frankincense, and
the spices.

30 And stmie of the sons of the priests pre-

pared the mixture of the spices.

31 And Matthithyah, one of the Levites,

who was the first-born of Shallum the Kor-

chite, had the trust over the meat-offerings

that were baked in the pans.

32 And others of their brethren, of the sons

* Zunz after Redak, " for perpetuity." Herxheimcr,

"for their fidelity."

The four mentioned in verse 17. Zunz, "for eon-

stautly were there only the four chief porters, these are

the LevitcBj" meaning, the others were alternately ab.sent.
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of the Kehatliites, were over the orders of

the shew-bread, to prepare it every sabbath.

33 Tl But these the singers, the chiefs of

the divisions of the Levites, remained in the

chambers free of service ; for day and night

were they obliged to engage in that work.

34 These are the chiefs of the divisions of

the Levites, being the chiefs for their genera-

tions : these dwelt at Jerusalem.

35 ][ And in Gib'on dwelt the father of

GilVon, Je'iel ; and the name of his wife was
Ma'achah

;

oG And his first-born son was 'Abdon, then

Zur, and Kish, and Ba'al, and Ner, and
Nadab,

37 And Gedor, and Achyo, and Zechariah,

and Mikloth.

38 And Mikloth begat Shimam. And they

also dwelt alongside of their brethren at Je-

rusalem, with their brethren.

39 Tl And Ner begat Kish ; and Kish be-

gat Saiil ; and Saiil begat Jehonathan, and
Malki-shua', and Abinadab, and 'Eshba'al.

40 And the son of Jehonathan was Merib-

baal ; and Merib-ba'al begat Michah.

41 And the sons of Michah were, Pithon,

and Melech, and Thachreii'.

42 And Achaz" begat Ja'rah ; and Ja'rah

begat 'Alemeth, 'Azmaveth, and Zimri; and
Zimri begat Moza;

43 And Moza begat Bin'a; and Rephayah
his son, El'assah his son, Azel his son.

44 And Azel had six sons, and these are

their names, 'Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael,

and She'aryah, and 'Obadiah, and Chanan

:

these were the sons of Azel.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ Now the Philistines fought against Is-

rael ; .and the men of Israel fled from before

the Philistines, and there fell down (many)
slain on mount Gilboa.

2 And the Philistines pursuing them over-

took Saiil and his sons ; and the Philistines

smote Jonathan, and 'Abinadab, and Malki-

shua', the sons of Saiil.

3 And the battle was heavy against Saiil,

and he was found by the archers, and he was
greatly in dread of the archers.

4 And Saiil said to his armour-bearer,

Draw thy sword, and thrust me through

Another son of Mioliah.

5 U
(See viii. 35.)

therewith ; lest these uncircumcised come and
wantonly ill-use me. But his armour-bearer

would not ; for he was greatly afraid ; where-

fore Saiil took the sword and fell upon it.

5 And when his armour-bearer saw that

Saiil was dead, then fell he likewise on the

sword, and died.

G Thus died Saiil, and his three sons, and
all his household died together.

7 And when all the men of Israel that

were in the valley saw that they had tied,

and that Saiil and his sons were dead : they

forsook their cities, and tied; and the Philis-

tines came and dwelt in them.

8 Tf And it came to pass on the morrow, that

the Philistines came to strip the slain ; and
they found Saiil and his sons fallen on mount
Gilboti'.

9 And they stripped him, and they carried

away his head, and his armour, and sent

them into the land of the Philistines round

about, to publish it to their idols, and to the

people.

10 And the}' put his armour in the house

of their gods, and his skull they fastened in

the temple of Dagon.

11 ^ And when all Yabesh-girad heard

all that the Philistines had done to Saiil:

12 Then arose all the valiant men, and

carried away the body of Saiil, and the bodies

of his sons, and brought them to Yabesh; and

they buried their bones under the terebinth

in Yabesh, and they fasted seven days.

13 And (so) died Saul for his unfaithful-

ness which he had committed against the Lord,

because of the word of the Lord which he

had not kept, and also for asking one of a

familiar spirit to inquire of the same;

14 And had not inquired of the Lord;

therefore he slew him, and turned over the

kingdom unto David the son of Jesse.

CHAPTER XI.

1 ^ Then did all Israel gather themselves

unto David unto Hebron, saying, Behold, thy

bone and thy flesh are we.

2 Already yesterday and even before, even

when Saiil was king, thou wast he that led

out and brought in Israel: and the Lord thy

God said unto thee, Thou shalt indeed feed

my people Israel, and thou shalt be truly a

chief over my people Israel.

3 Thus came all the elders of Israel to the
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king to IIol)ron; and David made a covenant

with tlu'in in Hebron before the Lord; and

they anointed David as king over Israel, ac-

cording to tlie word of the Lokd through

means of Samuel.

4 ^l And David and all Israel went to

Jerusalem, which is Jebus; and there were

the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land.

5 And the inhabitants of Jebus said to

David, Thou shalt not come in hither.

Nevertheless David captured tlu; strong-hold

of Zion ; the same is the City of David.

G And David said, Whosoever doth smite

the Jebusites at first shall be head and chief

Then did Joiib the son of Zeruiah go up at

first, and Ijecame head-man.

7 And David dwelt in the castle: there-

fore they called it, "The City of David."

8 And he ])uilt the city round about, even

from the Millo as far as the surrounding dis-

trict; and Joilb repaired the rest of the city.

9 And David went on, and became greater

and greater, and the Lord of hosts was with

him.

10 ^ These also are the principals of the

mighty men whom David had, who held firmly

with him in his kingdom, with all Israel, to

make him king, according to the word of the

Lord concerning Israel.

11 And this is the number of the mighty

men whom David had: Jasliob'am, the son

of Chachmoni, the chief of the captains; he

lifted up his spear against three hundred
slain at one time.

12 And after him was El'azar the son of

Dodo, the Achochite, who was one of the

three mighty men.
LS lie was with David at Pass-dammim,

and the Philistines were gathered together

there to I)attle, and there was a piece of

ground full of barley; and tlie pi-oplc had

lied from before the Philistines.

14 And they placed themselves in tlie

midst of tiiat piece (of ground), and they de-

livered it, and smote the Piiilistines; and the

Lord helj)ed (them) with a great victory.

15 And these three, the chiefs of the thirty,

went down to the rock to David, to the cave

of 'Adullam ; and the camp of tlie Piiilistines

was pitched in the valley of liepliaim.

10 And David was tlicn in the strong-hold,

and an outpost of the Philistines was then at

Beth-lechem.

17 And David longed, and said. Oh that

some one would bring me water to drink out of

the well of Beth-lechem, which is by the gate!

18 And the three broke through the camp
of the Philistines, and drew water out of the

well of Beth-lechem, which was by the gate,

and carried it. and Id-ought it to David; but

David would not drink thereof, and poured it

out unto the Lord.

19 And he said, Far be it from me, before

my God, that I should do this: shall I drink

the blood of these men that went at the risk

of their lives? for at the risk of their lives

did they bring it; and thus he would not

drink it. These things did the three mighty
men.

20 And Abshai the brother of Joiib was
the chief of the.se three; and he lifted up his

spear against three hundred slain, and had a

name among the three.

21 Of the three, he was more honoured

than the two, wherefore he became their ca2>

tain; he nevertheless attained not unto the

three (in prowess).

22 Banayah the son of Jehoyada', the son

of a valiant man, great in many acts, of Kal>

zeel; he it was that smote the two lionlike

heroes of Moiib; he also went down and
smote a lion in the midst of a pit on a day
when it snowed.

23 And he smote an Egyptian, a man of

great stature, five cubits high; and in the

Egyptian's hand was a spear like a weaver's

beam; and he went down to him with a

staff, and he snatched the spear out of the

Egyptian's hand, and slew him Avith his own
spear.

24 These things did Benayah the .son of

Jehoyada'; and he had a name among the

mighty men.
25 Behold, he was indeed more honoured

than the thirty; but he attained not to the

first three. And David appointed him over

his private council.

20 And the mighty men of the armies

were 'Assahi'l the brother of Joiib, Elchanan

the son of Dodo of Beth-lechem,

27 Shammoth the llarorite, Chelez the

Pelonite,

28 'Ira the son of 'Ikkesli the Theko'ite,

Abi'ezer the 'Antothite,

29 Sibbechai the Chushathite, "Ilai the

Achochite,
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30 Maliarai the Netophathite, Cheled the

son of" Ba'anah the Netophathite,

31 Ithai the son of Eibai of Gib'ah, of the

children of Benjamin, Benayah the PirV
thonite,

82 Churai of the Nachale-Ga'ash, Abiel

the 'Arbathite,

33 'Azmaveth the Bacharumite, Eljachba
the Sha'albonite,

34: Bnai-hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan
the son of Shage the Hararite,

35 Achiiim the son of Sachar the Hararite,

Eliphal the son of Ur,

36 Chepher the Mecherathite, Achiyah the

Pelonite,

37 Chezro the Carmelite, Na'arai the son

of Ezbai,

38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibchar
the son of Hagri,

39 Zelek the 'Ammonite, Nachrai the Be-

rothite, the armour-bearer of Joiib the son of

Zeruyah,

40 'Ira the Yithrite, Gareb the Yithrite,

41 Uriyah the Hittite, Zabad the son of

Achlai,

42 'Adina the son of Shiza the Reiibenite,

a chief of the Reiibenites, and with him were

thirty (men),

43 Chanan the son of Ma'achah, and Josha-

phat the Mithnite,

44 'Uzziya the 'Ashterathite, Shama' and
Je'iel the sons of Chothan the 'Aro'erite,

45 Jedi'ael the son of Shimri, and Jocha

his Ijrother, the Thizite,

46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and
Joshavyah, the sons of Elna'am, and Yithmah
the Moiibite,

47 Eliel, and 'Obed, and Ja'assiel the Me-
zobayite.

CHAPTER XII.

1 ^ And these are those that came to

David to Ziklag, while he yet kept himself

close because of Saiil the son of Kish: and

they were among the mighty men, confede-

rates" for the war,

2 Who were armed with bows, and could

use both the right and the left hand in (hurl-

ing) stones and shooting arrows with the

bow, even of the brethren of Saiil out of Ben-

jamin.

' Lit. "helpers."
^ Kedak. Others, "was over a hundred," &c.

3 The chiefs were Achi'ezer, then Joash,

the sons of Hashema'ah the Gib'athite; and
Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of 'Azmaveth; and
Berachah, and Jehu the 'Anthothite,

4 And Yisma'yah the Gib'onite, a mighty
man among the thirty, and over the thirtj';

and Jeremiah, and Jachaziel, and Jochanan,
and Jozabad the Gederathite,

5 El'uzai, and Jerimoth, and Be'alyah, and
Shemaryahu, and Shephatyahu the Chari-

phite,

6 Elkanah, and Yisliiyahu, and 'Azarel,

and Jo'ezer, and Jashob'am, the Korchites,

7 And Jo'elah, and Zebad^ah, the sons of

Jerocham of Gedor.

8 And of the Gadites there separated them-
selves unto David into the strong-hold in the

wilderness men of might, and men of the

army for the war, that could handle shield

and lance, whose faces were like the faces of

lions, and were as the roes upon the moun-
tains in swiftness.

9 'Ezer was the chief, 'Obadiah the second,

Eliiib the third,

10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the

fifth,

11 'Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,

12 Jochanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,

13 Jirmiyahu the tenth, Machbanai the

eleventh,

14 ^ These were of the sons of Gad, the

chiefs of the army: one of the least could

fight'' with a hundred, and the greatest with

a thousand.

15 These are those that passed over the

Jordan in the first month, when it had over-

flowed all its banks; and they put to flight

all the men of the valle3-s, both toward the

east, and toward the west.

16 And there came some of the children

of Benjamin and of Judah as fixr as the

strong-hold unto David.

17 And David went out to meet them, and

commenced and said unto them, If je be come

for peace unto me, to help me, my heart

shall be inclined toward you to unite with

you ; but if it be to betray me to my adver-

saries while there is no violence in my hands,

then may the God of our firthers look on and

decide it.

18 Then a spirit" invested 'Amas.sai, the

' Rashi and Redak explain it with "will," or "im-

pulse," not prophecy.
955
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chief of tlie captains, (who said,) Thine are

we, David, and with thee, son of Je.sse

;

peace, peace be unto thee, and peace be to

every one that helpeth thee; for thy God
helpeth thee. Then David received them,

and phiced them at the head of tlie troop.

19
*i\
And some of Menasseh went over to

David, when he came with the Pliilistines

against Saiil to battle; but he helped them
not; for upon consultation did the lords of

the Philistines send him away, saying, With
our heads will he go over to his master Saiil.

20 As he was going over to Ziklag, there

went over to him of Menasseh, 'Adnah, and
Jozabad, and Jedi'ael, and Michael, and Joza-

bad, and Elihu, and Zillethai, captains of the

thousands that belonged to Menasseh.

21 And they were those that helped David
against the band (of 'Amalekites;) for they

were all mighty men of valour, and they be-

came officers in the army.
22 For all the time, day by day, people

used to come to David to help him, until

the camp became great, like the camp of

God.

2o ^f And these are the numbers of the

heads of those ready armed for the host that

came to David to Hebron, to turn over the

kingdom of Saiil to him, according to the

order of the Lord.

24 ^ The children of Judah that bore

shield and spear were six thousand and eight

hundred, ready armed for the host.

2-)
*i\

Of the children of Simeon, mighty
men of valour for the host, seven thousand
and one hundred.

20 ^] Of the children of Levi four thou-

sand and six hundred.

27 ^1 And Jehoyada' was the leader of the

family of Aaron, and with him Avere three

thousand and seven hundred
;

28 ^ Also Zadok, a young man, mighty of

valour, and his family division twenty and
two chiefs.

29 ^[ And of the children of Benjamin, the

brethren of Saiil, three thousand ; lor till that

time the greatest part of them had kept the
watch of the hou.se of Saiil.

.")()
^1 And of the children of Ephraim

twenty thousand and eight hundred, mighty
men of valour ; men of fame in their family
divisions.

31 Tl And (if the half tribe of Mena.sseh
(•06

eighteen thousand, wlio had been expres.sed

by name, to come to make David king.

32 ][ And of the children of Issachar, those

who had understanding of the times," to know
what Israel ought to do,—their heads were
two hundred ; and all their brethren were
ready at their order.

33 ^[ Of Zebulun, such as went forth to

the host, arrayed for battle, with all manner
of weapons of war, fifty thousand ; and these

were ready to place themselves in battle ar-

ray with an undivided heart.

34 *[\ And of Naphtali one thousand cap-

tains, and with them were with shield and
spear thirty and seven thousand.

35 ^ And of the Danites arrayed for bat-

tle twenty and eight thousand and six hun-
dred.

36 ^ And of Asher, such as went forth

to the host to put themselves in battle array,

forty thousand.

37 Tl And from the other side of the Jor-

dan, of tlie Reiibenites, and the Gadites, and
of the half tribe of Menasseh, with all man-
ner of weapons of the host for war, one hun-

dred and twenty thousand.

38 All these men of war, that placed them-

selves in battle array, came with an entire

heart to Hebron, to make David king over

all Israel : and also all the rest of Israel were
of one heart to make David king.

39 And they were there with David three

days eating and drinking; for their brethren

had prepared for them.

40 And also tho.se that were nigh unto them,

as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali,

brought in bread on asses, and on camels, and
on mules, and on oxen, food made of meal,

cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and

wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep in abun-

dance; for there was joy in Israel.

CHAPTER XIII.

1
*i\
And David consulted with the officers

of the thousands and hundreds, and with

every leader.

2 And David said unto all the congrega-

tion of Israel, If it seem good unto you, and

if it be of the Lord our God, let us send

* Kashi explains, "who were capable to give advice."

Tlic Talmudists refer thi.s to the knowledge of the calen-

dar, in which the men of Issachar arc said to have excelled.
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widely about unto our brethren who are left

in all the lands of Israel, and with them unto

the priests and Levites who are in their cities

and open districts, that they may gather

themselves together unto us.

3 And let us bring round the ark of our

God to us ; for we have inquired not at it' in

the days of Saiil.
_ ^

4 And all the congregation said that this
\

should be done ; for the thing was right in

!

the eyes of all the people. 1

5 So David assembled all Israel together,

from Shichor of Egypt even unto the entrance

of Chemath, to bring the ark of God from

Kiryath-ye'arim.

G And David went up, with all Israel, to

Ba'alah, (that is) to Kiryath-ye'arim, which

belonged to Judah, to bring up thence the

ark of God the Lord, that dwelleth be-

tween the cherubim, whose name is called

(on it).

7 And they conveyed the ark of God in a

new wagon out of the house of Abinadab

:

and 'Uzza and Achyo guided the wagon.

8 And David and all Israel played before

God with all their might, and with singing,

and on harps, and on psalteries, and on tam-

bourines, and with cymbals, and with trum-

pets.

9 And when they came as for as the thresh-

ing-floor of Kidon, 'Uzza put forth his hand to

take hold of the ark ; for the oxen shook it.

10 And the anger of the Lord was kindled

against 'Uzza, and he smote him, because

he put forth his hand toward the ark : and

he died there before God.

11 And it was grievous to David, because

the Lord had suddenly taken away 'Uzza;

and he called that place Perez-'uzza [Breach

of 'Uzza] until this day.

12 And David was afraid of God that day,

saying. How shall I bring home to me the

ark of God ?

13 So David removed not the ark unto

himself into the city of David, but had it

carried round into the house of 'Obed-edom

the Gittite.

14 And the ark of God I'emained in the

house of 'Obed-edom, in his house, three

months. And the Lord blessed the house of

'Obed-edom, and all that belonged to him.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ^ And Churam the king of Tyre sent

messengers to David, and trees of cedars, and

masons and carpenters, to build him a house.

2 And David felt conscious that the Lord

had established him as king over Israel ; for

his kingdom was exalted on high, because of

his people Israel.

3 T[ And David took yet more wives at

Jerusalem ; and David begat more sons and

daughters.

4 And these are the names of the children

that he had in Jerusalem : Shammua', and

Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon,

5 And Yibchar, and Elishua', and Elpalet,

6 And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Yaphia',

7 And Elishama', and Be'elyada', and Eli-

phalet.

8 T[ But when the Philistines heard that

Da^^d had been anointed as king over all

Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek

David ; and David heard of it, and went out

against them.

!
9 And the Philistines came and spread

themselves out in the valley of Rephaim.

10 And David asked counsel of God, saying.

Shall I go up against the Philistines? and

Avilt thou deliver them into my hand ? And
the Lord said unto him. Go up ; and I will

deliver them into thy hand.

11 And they came up to Ba'al-pcrazim

;

and David smote them there. Then David

said, God hath broken down my enemies

through my hand as a breach (is made) by

jl

water : therefore they called the name of that

' place Ba'al-pezarim.''

1

1 12 And they left behind there their gods,

i
and David gave the order, and they were

burnt with lire.

ij 13 Tl And the Philistines (came) once again,

I and spread themselves out in the valley.

i! 14 And David asked again counsel of God;
' and God said unto him. Thou shalt not go up

after them ; turn about from them, and come

I

upon them opposite to the mulberry-trees,

'\ 15 And it shall be, wdien thou hcarest the

;

sound of walking on the tops of the mulberry-

trees, that then thou shalt go out to battle;

for God will be gone Ibrth before thee to

smite the camp of the Philistines.

Zuuz, " have not sought him," /. e. God. The valley of broaches.



1 CHRONICLES XIV. XV.

IG And David did as God had commanded

him; and they smote the camp of the Philis-

tines from Gib'on as far as Gezer.

17 And the Axme of David went out into

all the lands; and the Lord laid the dread of

him upon all the nations.

ciiaptj:r XV.
1 And (David) made himself houses in the

city of David, and he prepared a place for

the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent.

2 ^ Then said David, None shall carry

the ark of God but the Levites; for of them
hath the Lord made choice to carry the ark

of God. and to minister unto him for ever.

o ^1 And David assembled all Israel to

Jerusalem, to brinp: up the ark of the Lord
unto its place, which he had prepared for it.

4 And David gathered together the chil-

dren of Aaron, and the Levites.

5 U Of the sons of Kehath: Uriel the

chief, and his brethren one hundred and
twenty.

G ^1 Of the sons of Merari: 'Assayah the

chief, and his brethren two hundred and
twenty.

7 II
Of the sons of Gershom: Joel the

chief, and his brethren one hundred and
thirty.

8 ^1 Of the sons of Elizaphan : Shema'yah
the chief, and his brethren two hundred.

9 If Of the sons of Hebron: Eliiil the

chief, and his brethren eighty.

10 ^ Of the .sons of 'Uzziel : 'Amminadab
the chief, and his brethren one hundred and
twelve.

11 1[ And David called for Zadok and
Ebyathar the priests, and for the Levites, for

Uriel, 'Assayah, and Joel, Shema'yah, and
Eliel, and 'Amminadab,

12 And he said unto them. Ye are the

chiefs of the family divisions of the Levites:

sanctify 3ourselves, ye and your brethren,

and bring up the ark of the Lord the God of

Israel unto (the place which) I have prepared

for it.

13 For, because ye (did) it not at the first,

the Lord our God made a breach among us;

because we had not sought him after the pre-

scribed manner.
14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified

them.selves to bring up the ark of the Lord
the God of Israel.

058

15 And the children of the Levites bore

the ark of God, as Moses had commanded ac-

cording to the word of the Lord, on their

shoulders, by means of barrows placed upon
them.

16 T[ And David said to the chiefs, of the

Levites to appoint their brethren the singers

with instruments of music, psalteries and
harps and cymbals, to sing aloud, by lifting

up the voice for joy.

17 ^ So the Levites appointed Heman the

son of Joel, and of his brethren, Assaph the

son of Berechyahu, and of the sons of Merari

their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushayahu;
18 And with them their brethren of the

second degree, Zecharyahu, Ben, and Ja'aziel,

and Shemiramoth, and Jechiel, and 'Unni,

Eliiilj, and Benayahu, and Ma'asseyahu, and
Matthithyahu, and Eliphelehu. and Mikne-
yahu, and 'Obed-edom, and Je'iel, the gate-

keepers.

19 Namely, the singers, Heman, Assaph,

and Ethan, to play aloud with cymbals of

copper

;

20 And Zechariah, and 'Aziel, and Shemi-

ramoth, and Jechiel, and 'LTnni, and Eliab,

and Ma'asseyahu, and Benayahu, with psal-

teries on 'Alamoth;

21 And Matthithyahu, and Eliphelehu,

and Mikneyahu, and 'Obed-edom, and Je'iel,

and 'Azaz3ahu, Avitli harps on the Sheminith

to play as leaders."

22 And Kcnanyahu was tlie chief of the

Levites in conducting the singing: he in-

structed in conducting the singing, because

he was skilful.

23 And Berechyah and Elkanah Avere

gatekeepers for the ark.

24 And Shebanyahu, and Joshaphnt. ;inil

Nethanel, and 'Amassai, and Zecharyahu. and

Bcna3'ahu, and Eliezer, the priests, did blow

on the trumpets before the ark of God; and
'Obed-edom and Jechi^ah were gatekeepers

for the ark.

25 ^1 And it was David, with the elders

of Israel, and the officers over the thousands,

who went to bring up the ark of the cove-

nant of the Lord out of the house of 'Obed-

edom with joy.

20 ^1 And it came to pass, when God

* Zunz. These were the leaders in the orchestra; the

others, iiiusicians.
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helped the Levites who carried the ark of

the covenant of the Lord, that they offered

seven bullocks and seven rams.

27 And David was clothed with a robe of

fine linen, and (so were) all the Levites that

carried the ark, and the singers, and Kenan-

yah the chief in conducting the singing of

the singers; but David had also upon him an

ephod of linen.

28 Thus all Israel brought up the ark of

the covenant of the Lord with shouting, and

Avith the sound of the cornet, and with trum-

pets, and with cymbals, playing aloud on psal-

teries and harps.

29 And it happened, as the ark of the

covenant of the Lord came as far as the city

of David, that Michal the daughter of Saiil

looked through the window, and saw king

David dancing and playing; and she despised

him in her heart.

CHAPTER XYI.

1 ^ And they brought in the ark of God,

and set it in the midst of the tent that David

had pitched for it: and they ofTei'ed burnt-

offerings and peace-offerings before God.

2 And when David had made an end of

offering the burnt-offerings and the peace-

offerings, he blessed the people in the name
of the Lord.

3 And he dealt out to every one of Israel,

both man and woman, to every one a loaf of

bread, and a piece of flesh, and a flagon of

wine.

4 ^ And he placed before the arlc of the

Lord several of the Levites as ministers, and

to chaunt hynuis, and to give praise and

thanks unto the Lord the God of Israel

:

5 Assaph the chief, and next to him Ze-

chariah ; Je'iel, and Shemiramoth, and Jechiel,

and Matthithyah, and Eliiib, and Benayahu,

and 'Obed-edom; and Je'iel with psalteries

and with harps; but Assaph played aloud

with the cymljals.

G And Benayahu and Jachaziiil the priests

were with the trumpets continually before

the ark of the covenant of God.

7 On that day—then did David appoint

for the first time" to give thanks to the Lord

through means of Assaph and his brethren.

' Zunz, 1^X13 " through the chief;" but lledak would

render it, "for Assaph to commence," so that the others

responded.

8 ]f
give thanks unto the Lord ; call on

Ids name; make known among the people

his deeds.

9 Sing unto him, sing praises unto him:

spealc of all his wonderful works.

10 Glorify ^-ourselves in his holy name:
let the heart of those rejoice that seek the

Lord.

11 Inquire after the Lord and his strength

:

seelc his presence evermore.

12 Remember his wonderful works which

he hath done, his tokens, and the decrees of

his mouth;
13 O ye seed of Israel his servant, ye chil-

dren of Jacob, his elect.

14 He is the Lord our God: over all the

earth are his decrees.

15 Remember ye for ever his covenant,

the word which he hath commanded to the

thousandth generation,

16 Which he covenanted with Abraham,
and his oatli unto Isaac;

17 And he established it unto Jacob as a

statute, unto Israel as an everlasting cove-

nant
;

18 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land

of Canaan, as the portion of your inherit-

ance
;

19 When ye were but few men in numljer;

yea, very few, and strangers in it.

20 And when they wandered from one

nation to another, and from one kingdom to

another people

:

21 He suffered no man to oppress them;

yea, he reproved kings for their sakes,

22 Saying, " Touch not my anointed, and

do my prophets no harm."

—

23 Sing unto the Lord all ye lands; an-

nounce from day to day his salvation.

24 Relate among the nations his glory;

among all the people his wonderful deeds.

25 For great is the Lord, and greatly

praised; and he is to be feared above all

gods.

26 For all the gods of the nation are idols;

but the Lord hath made the heavens.

27 Majesty and honour are in his presence

;

strength and gladness are in his place.

28 Ascribe unto the Lord, ye families

of nations, ascribe unto the Lord glory and

strength.

29 Ascribe unto the Lord the glory due

unto his name; take up an offering, and come
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into his presence; bow down before the Lord
ill the beauty of holiness.

30 Tremble before him, all yo lands! Also

the world standeth firmly, that it be not

moved.
ol Let the heavens rejoice, and let the

cartli be glad; and let men say among the

nations, The Lord reigneth.

/)2 Let the sea roar, with all that filleth it

:

let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein.

33 Then shall the trees of the forest sing

joyfully at the presence of the Lord; because

he Cometh to judge the earth.

34 O give thanks unto the Lord; for he

is good; because unto everlasting endureth

his kindness.

35 And say ye, Save us, God of our sal-

vation, and gather us together, and deliver

us from the nations, that we may give thanks

to thy holy name, to glorify ourselves in thy

praise.

30 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel

from everlasting even unto everlasting. And
all the people said, Amen, and praise unto

the Lord.

37 ^ And he left there in charge before

the ark of the covenant of the Lord, Assaph
and his brethren, to minister before the ark

continually, at the work of every day on its

day,

38 And 'Obed-edom with their brethren,

sixty and eight; and 'Obed-edom the son of

Jeduthun and Chossah to be gatekeepers;

39 And Zadok the priest, and his brethren

the priests, before the tabernacle of the Lord,

in the high-])lace that was at Gib'on,

40 To ofler burnt-offerings unto the Lord
upon the altar of the burnt-ofiering continual-

ly at morning and at evening, and this in ac-

cordance with all that is written in the law

of the Lord, which he commanded concern-

ing Israel;

41 And with tliem Ilemaii and Jeduthun,

and the rest that were selected who were ex-

pressed by name, to give thanks to the Lord,

because unto everlasting endureth his kind-

ness ;

42 And with them, with Henian and Je-

dutluui, the trumpets and cymbals to play

aloud, and the mu.sical instruments of God;
and the sons of Jeduthun to be for the ser-

vice at the gate.

43 And all tlie people went every man to

his house; and David turned about to bless

his house.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ And it came to pass, when David
dwelt in his house, that David said unto
Nathan the prophet, Lo, I dwell in a house
of cedar, while the ark of the covenant of

the Lord is under curtains.

2 And Nathan said unto David, All that

is in thy heart do ; for God is with thee.

3 ^ And it came to pass during that night,

that the word of God came unto Nathan, say-

ing,

4 Go and say unto David my servant,

Thus hath said the Lord, Not thou shalt

build for me the house to dwell in

;

5 For I have not dwelt in a house since

the da}' that I brought up Israel even until

this day; but have been (moving) from tent

to tent, and from (one) tabernacle (to an-

other) .

6 In all the places where I moved about

among all Israel, did I speak a word to any
one of the judges of Israel, whom I ordained

to feed my people, saying. Why have ^^e not

built for me a house of cedar?

7 Now therefore, thus shalt tliou say unto

my servant, to David, Thus hath said the

Lord of hosts, I took thee away from the

sheepcote, from behind the sheep, to be a

ruler over my people Israel

;

8 And I have been with thee whitherso-

ever thou didst go, and I have cut oft' all thy

enemies from thy presence, and I have made
thee a name, like the name of the great men
who are on the earth;

9 And I have procured a place for my
people Israel, and I have planted them, that

they may dwell in a place of their own, and

be no more troubled; and that the children

of wickedness shall not waste them an}" more,

as aforetimes,

10 And (as it was) since the time that I

ordained judges to be over my people Israel;

and 1 have humbled all thy enemies; and

now I tell thee that the Lord will build for

thee a house.

11 And it shall come to pass, that when
thy days will be completed that thou must

go (to sleep) with thy fathers, I will set up

thy seed alter thee, who shall be of thy son.s,

and I will establish his kinjidom.
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12 He it is that shall build for me a house,

:

and I will stablish his throne for ever.

18 I too will be to him as a father, and he
shall indeed be unto me as a son: and my
kindness will I not cause to depart from him,

as I caused it to depart from him that was
before thee;

14 But I will place him firmly in my
house and in my kingdom for evermore ; and
his throne shall be established for ever.

15 In accordance with all these words,

and in accordance with all this vision, so did

Nathan speak unto David.

16 iy Then went king David in and sat

down before the Lord, and he said. Who am
I, Lord God, and what is my house, that

thou hast brought me as far as hitherward?

17 And this was (yet) too small a thing

in thy eyes, God; and thou hast spoken

concerning thy servant's house for a distant

time, and hast regarded me as though I be-

longed to the rank of a man of high degree,

Lord God.

18 What can David add jet more (to

spc.ak) unto thee of the honour of thy ser-

vant? since thou knowest well thy servant.

19 Lord, for the sake of thy servant,

and in accordance with thy own heart, hast

thou done all this great thing, to make known
all these great things.

20 Lord, there is none like thee, and
there is no god beside thee, in accordance

with all that we have heard with our ears.

21 And who is like thy people Israel, the

only nation on the earth which God went to

redeem for himself as a people, to acquire for

thyself a name for great and terrible deeds,

by driving out nations from before thy peo-

ple, which thou hadst redeemed out of Egypt?

22 And thou hast instituted thy peoi^le

Israel unto thyself as a people for ever; and

thou. Lord, art indeed become their God.

23 And now, Lord, let the thing that

thou hast spoken concerning thy servant and

concerning his house be verified for ever, and

do as thou hast spoken.

24 Yea, let it be verified, and let thy name
be magnified unto everlasting, that men may
say. The Lord of hosts is the God of Israel,

even a God for Israel ; and may the house of

David thy servant be established before thee.

25 For thou, my God, hast revealed to

the ear of thy servant that thou wilt build

for him a house; therefore hath thy servant
found himself able to pray before thee.

2G And now, Loud, thou art the (true)

God, and thou hast spoken concerning thy
servant this goodness:

27 And now hast thou been pleased to

bless the house of thy servant, that it may
continue for ever before thee; for thou, O
Lord, hast blessed, and (it will remain) bless-

ed for ever.

CHAPTER XVIIL

1
'i\
And it came to pass after this, that

David smote the Philistines, and humbled
them: and he took Gath and its dei)endent

towns out of the hand of the Phili.stines.

2 And he smote Moid); and the Moabites

became David's servants, bringing presents.

3 ^ David also smote Iladar'ezer the king

of Zobah at Chamath, as he went to stablish

his dominion at the river Euphrates.

4 And David captured from him a thousand

chariots, and seven thousand horsemen, and
twenty thousand men on foot: and David

hamstringed all the chariot-teams, but re-

served of them a hundred chariot-teams.

5 And the Syrians of Damascus came to

aid Iladar'ezer the king of Zobah, when
David slew of the Syrians two and twenty

thousand men.
6 Then did David put (garrisons) in Syria

of Damascus; and the Sj-rians became unto

David servants, bringing presents. And the

Lord helped David whithersoever he went.

7 And David took the quivers of gold that

were on the .servants of Iladar'ezer, and

brought them to Jerusalem.

8 "And from Tibchath, and from Kun,

cities of Iladar'ezer, did David take exceed-

ingly much copper; thereof made Solomon

the copper sea, and the pillars, and the ves-

sels of copper.

9 ^ And when To'u the king of Chamath

heard that David had smitten all the liost of

Hadar'ezer the king of Zobuli

;

10 Then did he send Iladoram his son

unto king David, to ask him after his well-

being, and to bless him, because he iiad

fought against Iladar'ezer, and smitten him;

for Iladar'ezer had been engaged in wai-s

with To'u; and (he had with him) all man-

ner of vessels of gold and silver and copper.

U IT Also these did king David sanctify
"

901
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unto tin- LdKP, Avitli the silver and the gold

tiiiit he had carried away from all the nations,

from Edoni, and from Moiib, and from the

children of 'Amnion, and from the Philistines,

and from 'Anialek.

12 And Abshai the son of Zeruyah smote

of the Edomites in the valley of salt eighteen

thousand (men).

lo And he put garrisons in Edom; and all

the Edomites became servants unto David.

And the Lord helped David whithersoever

lie went.

14 And David reigned over all Israel, and
he did what is just and I'ight inito all his

people.

15 And Joiib the son of Zeru^-ah was over

the army; and Jehoshaphat the son of Achi-

lud, recorder.

16 And Zadok the son of Achitub, and
Abimelech the son of Ebj-athar, were (the)

jjnests; and Shavsha was scribe;

17 And Ben ayah u the son of Jehoyada'
was over the Kerethites and the Pelethites;

and the sons of David were the first at the

side of the king.

CPIAPTER XIX.
1 T[ And it came to pass after this, that

Nacha.sh the king of the children of 'Amnion
died, and his .son reigned in his stead.

2 And David said, I will show kindness

unto Clianun the son of Nachash, becau.se
[

his father showed kindness unto me. And
David sent mes.sengers to comfort him con- ,

cerning his father. And the servants of

David came unto the land of the children of

'Amnion to Chanun, to comfort him.

3 And the princes of the children of 'Am-
man said unto Chanun, Doth David honour
thy father in thy eyes, that he hath sent

comforters unto thee? are not his servants

come unto thee in order to search out, and to

overthrow, and to spy out the land?

4 Chanun thereupon took David's servants,

and shaved them, and cut ofl' their garments
in the middle as far as the hip-bone, and sent

them away.
5 And some people went and told David

concerning these men. And he sent (per-

sons) to meet them ; because the men were
greatly a.shamed; and the king said, Tarrj-

at Jericho until your beard be grown, and
then return.

oeu

6 Tf And when the children of 'Ammon
saw that they were become in bad odour
Avitli David, Chanun and the children of

'Amnion sent a thousand talents of silver to

hire for themselves from Mesopotamia, and
from Syria-ma'achah, and from Zobah, cha-

riots and horsemen.

7 And they hired for themselves thirty

and two thousand (warriors in) chariots, and
the king of Ma'achah and his people; and
they came and encamped before Medeba.
And the children of 'Ammon gathered them-
selves together out of their cities, and came
to the battle.

8 ^ And when David heard of it, he sent

JoJib, and all the army (and) the mighty men.
9 And the children of 'Amnion came out,

and put themselves in battle-array at the

entrance of the city : and the kings that were
come were by themselves in the field.

10 When now Joiib saw that the front of

battle was against him before and liehind, he
made a .selection from all the chosen men of

Israel, and arrayed him.self against the Sy-

rians.

11 And the rest of the people he delivered

into the hand of Abshai his brother, and
they arrayed themselves against the children

of 'Amnion.
12 And he said, If the Syrians be too

strong for me, then slialt thou bring me
help; but if the children of 'Ammon be too

strong for thee, then will I help thee.

13 Be strong, and let us strengthen our-

selves in behalf of our people, and in behalf

of the cities of our God : and may the Lord
do that Avhich seenieth good in his eyes.

14 And Joiib drew nigh and the people

that were with him in front of the Syrians

unto the battle; and they fied from before

him.

15 And when the children of 'Amnion saw
that the Syrians were fled, then did they also

tly before Abshai his brother, and entered

into the city. And Joiib went back to Jeru-

salem.

IG ^[ And when the Syrians saw that they

were smitten before Israel, they sent messen-

gers, and brought out the Syrians that were
beyond the river; and Shoi)liach the cai)tain

of the army of Iladar'ezer went before them.

17 And when it was told to David, he

gathered all Israel together, and jiasscd over
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the Jordan, and came up with them, and ar-

rayed himself against them. So when David
had arrayed himself against the Syrians (for)

battle, they fought with him.

18 And the Syrians Hed from before Israel;

and David slew of the Syrians (the men of)

seven thousand chariots, and forty thousand
men on foot, and Shophach the captain of the

army he put to death.

19 And when the A^1ssals of Hadar'ezer

saw that they were smitten before Israel, they

made peace with David, and served him; and
the Syrians would not help the children of

'Ammon uny more.

CHAPTER XX.
1 *[[ And it came to pass, at the time of

the return of the same season of the year, at

the time when kings go forth, that Joiib led

out the poAver of the army, and destroyed the

country of the children of 'Amnion, and he

came and besieged Rabbah. But David re-

mained behind at Jerusalem. And Joiib

smote Rabbah, and pulled it down.
2 And David took the crown of Malkam

from ofl' his head, and found it to weigh a

talent of gold, and thereon a precious stone

;

and it was set on the head of David : and the

booty of the city he brought out in great

abundance.

3 And the people that were therein he

brought forward, and cut them with saws,

and with iron threshing-wagons, and with

axes; and thus did David unto all the cities

of the children of 'Amnion; and David re-

turned then with all the people unto Jerusa-

lem.

4 ^ And it came to pass after this, that

there arose a battle at Gezer" with the Philis-

tines; then smote Sibbechai the Chushathite

Sippai, one of the children of the Rapha; and
they were humbled.

5 Tl And there was again a battle with

the Philistines, when Elchanau the son of

Ya'ir smote Lachmi the brother of Goliath the

Gittite, the statF of whose spear was like a

weaver's beam.

6 ^ And there was again a battle at Gath,

where was a man of (great) stature, whose
fingers and toes were six on each (hand and

foot), four and twenty (in all) ; and he also

was born to the Rapha.
7 And he defied Israel ; but Jonathan the

son of Shim'a the brother of David smote him.

8 These were born unto the Rapha in

Gath; and they fell by the hand of David,
and by the hand of his servants.

CHAPTER XXI.
1 ^ And the Accuser stood up against Is-

rael, and incited David to count Israel.

2 And David said to Joiib, and to the

princes of the people, Go, number Israel from
Beer-sheba' even to Dan; and bring their

number to me, that I may know it.

3 Then said Joiib, May the Lord add unto
his people, how many soever they be, a hun-
dred-fold more ; are they not all, my lord the

king, my lord's servants? why then Avill my
lord require this thing? why shall it be a

cause of guiltiness for Israel ?

4 Nevertheless the king's Avord remained
firm against Joiib; and Joiib went out, and
moved about throughout all Israel, and came
(back) to Jerusalem. '

5 ^f And Joiib gave up the sum of the

[number of the people unto David; and there

were (in) all Israel a thousand times thou-

sand and one hundred thousand men that

drew the sword: and (of) Judah were four

hundred and seventy thousand men that

drew the sword.

C But Levi and Benjamin did he not count

among them; for the kings word was abomi-

nable to Joiib.

7 And this thing was displeasing in the

eyes of God; and he smote Israel.

8 ^ And David said unto God, I have
sinned greatly, because I have done this

thing; but now, I beseech thee, cause the

iniquit}' of thy servant to pass away; for I

have acted very foolishl}-.

9 ][ And the Lord spoke unto Gad, David's

seer, saying,

10 Go and speak unto David, saying, Tims
hath said the Lord, Three things do I ofl'er

thee; choose for thyself one of them, and I

will do it unto thee.

11 So Gad came to David, and said unto

him, Thus hath said the Lord, Select for thyself.

* 2 Samuel xxi. 18, in the parallel passage it is Gob; i either copied a diflFerent authority, or the place (or per-

but in this, as in many other instances, the chronicler 11 son) was called by more than one name.
%'4
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12 Whether there shall be three jears

famine; or three months, to be de.^troyed be-

fore thy adversaries, so that the sword of thy

enemies overtake thee; or that during three

days the sword of the Lokd, even the pesti-

lence, shall be in the land, and the angel of

the Lord destroying throughout all the lx)und-

aries of Israel ? And now reflect what word
I shall bring back to him that hath sent

me.
13 ^ And David said unto Gad, I am in

a great strait : let me fall then into the hand
of the Lord; for his mercies are very great;

but let me not fall into the hand of man.
14 Ho the Lord sent a pestilence in Israel

:

and there fell of Israel seventy thousand

,

men. !

15 And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem

to destroy it; but as he was destroying, the

Lord looked on, and he bethought himself of

the evil, and said to the angel tliat destroyed,
j

It is enough ; now stay thy hand. And the
|

angel of the Lord was standing by the thresli-

;

ing-floor of Oman the Jebusite.
J

16 Tl And David lifted up his eyes, and
saw the angel of the Lord standing between
the earth and the heaven, with his sword
drawn in his hand, stretched out over Jeru-

salem. Then fell David, with the elders

wrapt in sackcloth, upon their faces.

17 And David said unto God, AVas it not

I that ordereil to count the people? and I

am the one that have sinned and have done
evil indeed ; but these sheep, what have they

done? O Lord my God, let thy hand, I pray

thee, be against me, and against my fatliei"'s

house, but not against thy jieople, that there

.should be a plague.

18 Tf And the angel of the Lord spoke to

Gad to say to David, that David .should go'

up, to erect an altar unto the Lord on the

threshing-lloor of Oman the Jebusite.

19 And David went up by the word of

Gad, which he had spoken in the name of

the Lord.

20 And when Oman turned back, and saw
the angel, then did he and his lour sons

witii him hide themselves. Now Oman was
tliri'shing wheat.

21 And as David came up to Oman, Oman
looked and saw David; and he went out of

the threshing-floor, and bowed himself to

David with his face to the ground.

22 Then said David to Oman, Grant me
the site of this threshing-floor, that I may
build thereon an alt.ar unto the Lord: for

the full price shalt thou give it unto me;
that the plague may be stayed from the

people.

23 And Oman said unto David, Take it

for tlnself, and let my lord the king do what
is good in his eyes: lo, I give the oxen for

burnt-oflt'rings, and the threshing-rollers for

wood, and the wheat for the meat-offering;

the whole do I give (thee).

24 And king David said to Oman, No;
but I Avill surely buy it at the full value; for

I will not take what is thine for the Lord, so

as to offer burnt-offerings without paying
therefor.

25 So David gave to Oman for the place

six hundred .shekels of gold by weight.

26 And David built there an altar unto

the Lord, and offered burnt-offerings and
peace-offerings; and he called on the Lord;
and he answered him from heaven by fire

upon the altar of burnt-offering.

27 ^ And the Lord spoke to the angel;

and he put back his sword into its sheath.

28 At that time when David saw that the

Lord had answered him on the threshing-

floor of Oman the Jebusite, then did he sacri-

fice there.

29 But the tabernacle of the Lord, which
Moses had made in the wilderness, and the

altar of the burnt-offering, were at that time

in the high-place at Gib'on.

30 But David was not able to go before it

to inquire of God; for he was afraid because

of the sword of the angel of the Lord.

CHAPTER XXII.

1 ^f And David said. This is the house of

the Lord the (true) God, and this is the altar

for the l)umt-offering lor Israel.

2 % And David ordered to gather together

the strangers that were in the land of Israel;

and he appointed (them) to be masons to

hew cut stones to build the house of God.

3 And iron in abundance for the nails for

the doors of the gates, and for the joinings,

did David procure; and copper in abundance,

(which) could not be weighed;

4 Also cedar-trees (which) could not be

counted; for the Zidonians and the Tyrians

had brought cedar-trees in abundance to David.
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5 Tj And David said, Solomon my son is
'

young and tender, and the house that is to
|

be liuilt (in honour) of the Lord must be
j

exceeding!}- great, for fame and for glory
j

throughout all the countries; I will therefore

make preparation for it. So David made
abundant preparation before his death. 1

6 And he called for Solomon his son, and
1

charged him to build a house for the Lord

the God of Israel.

7 Tl And David said to Solomon, My son,

as for me, it was in my mind to build a house

unto the name of the Lord my God;

8 But there came concerning me the word
of the Lord, saying. Blood in abundance hast

thou shed, and great wars hast thou made:

thou shalt not build a house unto my name,

because much blood hast thou shed upon the

earth before me.

9 Behold, a son Avill be boim to thee, he it

is Avho shall he a man of rest; and I will

give him rest from all his enemies on every

side; for Solomon [The Peaceful] shall be

his name, and peace and quietness Avill I be-

stow on Israel in his days.

10 He it is who shall build a house unto

my name; and he shall be unto me as a son,

and I will be unto him as a father; and I

will establish the throne of his kingdom over

Israel for ever.

11 Now, my son, may the Lord be with

thee; that thou mayest prosper, and build

the hou.se of the Lord thy God, as he hath

spoken concerning thee.

12 Only may the Lord give thee intelli-

gence and understanding, and give thee

charge over Israel, so that thou mayest ob-

serve the law of the Lord thy God.

13 Then wilt thou prosper, if thou observe

to practise the statutes and the ordinances

which the Lord commanded Moses concern-

ing Israel: be strong, and of good coui-age;

be not afraid, nor be thou dismayed.

14 And, behold, during my aflliction have

I prepared for the house of the Lord one

hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thou-

sand times thousand talents of silver; and of

copper and iron (as much as) cannot be

Aveighed; for in (such) abundance was it:

and wood and stone have I prepared; and

thou must add thereto.

15 Moreover there are with thee in abun-

dance workmen, hewers and workers of stone

and timber, and all manner of skilful men
for every kind of work.

16 Tlie gold, the silver, and the copper,

and the iron cannot be numbered; ari.se,

(therefore,) and be doing, and may the Lord

be with thee.

17 And David gave a charge to all the

princes of Israel to help Solomon his son,

(saying,)

18 Behold the Lord your God is with you;

and he hath given you rest on every side;

for he hath given into my hand the inhabit-

ants of the land; and the land is subdued be-

fore the Lord, and before his people.

19 Now direct your heart and j-our soul

to seek the Lord your God; and arise, and

build ye the sanctuary of the Lord the (true)

God, (in order) to bring the ark of the cove-

nant of the Lord, and the holy ves.«els of

God, into the house that is to be built unto

the name of the Lord.

I

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 ^ And when David was old and full of

days, he made Solomon his sou king over

1 Israel.

2 ^ And he gathered together all the

1 princes of Israel, with the priests and the

j Levites.

i 3 And then were numbered the Le\-ites

I

from thirty years old and upward: and their

number by their polls, of men, was thirty

! and eight thousand.

I

4 Of these were twenty and four thousand

to superintend the work of the house of the

[Lord; and six thousand were officers and

judges;

5 And four thousand were gatekeepers;

and four thousand those who praised the

Lord with the instruments which I" have

made, to praise therewith.

6 T[ And David divided them into divi-

sions after the sons of Levi, after Gershon,

Kehath, and Merari.

7 1[ Of the Gershunites: La'dan, and

Shim'i.

\

8 H The sons of La'dan : the chief was

Jechiel, and Zetham, and Joel, three.

9 ^ The sons of Shim'i: Shelomith, and

Chaziel, and Ilaran, three. These were the

chiefs of the families of La'dan.

('. e. David; an extract from a speech of his.

9G5
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10 Tl
And the pons of Shim'i were, Jachath,

Zina, and Je'usli, and Beri'ah. These four

Avere the sons of Shimi.

11 And Jachath was the chief, and Zizah

the second ; Init Je'ush and Beri'ah had not

many sons; therefore were they accounted

as one family division in tlie numhering.

12 ]f The .sons of Kehath: 'Amram, Yiz-

har, Hebron, and 'Uzziel, four.

13 ^ The sons of 'Amram: Aaron and
Moses; and Aaron was set apart, to sanctify

him as most holy, lie with his sons for ever,

to burn incense before the Lord, to minister

unto him, and to bless in his name for

ever.

14 But as regardeth Moses the man of

God, his sons were named after the ti'ibe of

Levi.

15 ^ The sons of Moses were, Gershom,
and Eli'ezer.

IG Of the sons of Gershom, Shebuel was
the chief.

17 And the sons of Eli'ezer were, Rechab-

yah the chief. And Eli'ezer had no other

sons; but the sons of Rechabyah became ex-

ceedingly numerous.
18 ^[ Of the sons of Yizhar, was Shelomith

the chief

19 ^[ The sons of Hebron: Jeriyahu the

chief, Amaryah the second, Jacluiziel the

third, and Jekam'am the fourth.

20 ^ The sons of 'Uzziel: Michah the

chief, and Yishiyah the second.

21 ^ The sons of Merari: Machli, and
Mu.shi. The sons of Machli: El'azar, and
Kish.

22 And El'azar died, and had no sons, but

daughters; and the sons of Kish, their bre-

thren, took them (for wives).

23 The sons of Mushi: Machli, and 'Edcr,

and Jeremoth, three.

24 These were the sons of Levi after their

family divisions; even the chiefs of the fami-

lies, as they were counted by numbering the

names after their polls, that did the work
for the service of the house of the Lokd, from
twenty years old and upward.

20 For David said. The Lokd the God of

Israel hath given rest unto his people, and
he dwelleth m Jerusalem for evermore.

20 And also the Levites are no more bound
to carry the tabernacle, iuul all its vessels for

tlie .service thereof
90i;

27 Therefore by the last words of David
were there numbered of the Levites those

who were from twenty years old and above;

28 Because their station was to be at the

side of the sons of Aaron for the service of

the house of the Lord, in the courts,- and in

the chambers, and by the purification of all

holy things, and the work of the service of

the house of God

;

29 And for the shew-bread, which was put

in rows, and for the fine flour for meat-offer-

ing, and for the unleavened cakes, and for

that which is baked in the pan, and for that

which is sodden, and for all manner of dry

and wet measure;

30 And to stand every morning to thank

and prai,se the Lord, and so also at evening;

31 And at all the offering of burnt-offerings

unto the Lord on the sabbaths, on the new
moons, and on the appointed feasts, by num-
ber, according to the number, and the manner
prescribed for them, continually before the

Lord;
32 And that they should keep the charge

of the tabernacle of the congregation, and
the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge

of the sons of Aaron their brethren, in the

service of the house of the Lord.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 ^ And the divisions of the sons of Aaron

were: the sons of Aaron Avere Nadab, and
Abihu, El'azar, and Ithamar.

2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their

father, and they had no children: and El'azar

and Ithamar became priests.

3 And David divided them off with Zadok
of the sons of El'azar, and Achimelech" of

the sons of Ithamar, to their oilices in their

service.

4 And the sons of El'azar were found more
numerous in the chiefs of males than the

sons of Ithamar; and they divided them ac-

cordingly. Of the sons of El'azar there were
sixteen chiefs of the family divisions, and of

the sons of Ithamar, eight for their family

divisions.

5 And they divided them off b}- lot, both

the first and the last; for the governors of

the sanctuary, and governors (of the house)

* No doubt Abj'nthar, here nnd elsewhere called after

his father, instead of the "son of Achimelech."
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of God, were from the sons of El'uzar, and
from the sons of Ithaniar.

6 ^ And Shema'yah the son of Nethanel

the scribe, one of the Levites, wrote them
down before the king, and the princes, and
Zadok the priest, and Achimelech the son of

Ebyathar, and the chiefs of tlie famihes of

the priests and Levites : one family division

being drawn of Efazar, and one being equally

drawn of Ithamar.

7 *\\ And there came out the first lot for

Jehoyarib, for Jeda'yah the second,

8 For Charim the third, for Se'orim the

fourth,

9 For Malkiyah the fifth, for Miyamin the

sixth,

10 For Hakkoz the seventh, for Abiyah
the eighth,

11 For Jeshua' the ninth, for Shechanyahu
the tenth,

12 For Elyashib the eleventh, for Jakim
the twelfth,

13 For Chuppah the thirteenth, for Je-

shebab the fourteenth,

14 For Bilgah the fifteenth, for Immer the

sixteenth,

15 For Chezir the seventeenth, for Hap-
pizzez the eighteenth,

IG For Pethachyah the nineteenth, for

Ezekiel the twentieth,

17 For Jachin the one and twentieth, for

Gamul the two and twentieth,

18 For Delayahu the three and twentieth,

for Ma'az^ahu the four and twentieth.

19 ][ This was their office in their service

to come into the house of the Lord, according

to the manner prescribed to them, under the

supervision of Aaron their f\ither, as the Lord

the God of Israel had commanded him.

20 And of the rest of the sons of Levi

there were, of the sons of 'Amram : Shubael.

Of the sons of Shubael : Jechde3\ahu.

21 Concerning Rechalnahu, of the sons of

Rechabyahu, the chief was Yishiyah.

22 Of the Yizharites was Shelomoth; of

the sons of Shelomoth was Jachath.

23 And the sons (of Heljron) : Jeriyah,

Amaryaliu the second, Jachaziel the third,

Jekam'am the fourth.

24 (Of) the sons of 'Uzziel, Michah : of

the sons of Michah, Shamir.
25 The brother of Michah was Yishiyah

;

of the sons of Yishiyah, Zecharyahu.

26 The sons of Merari were Machli and
Mushi; the sons of Ja'aziyahu, Beno.

27 The sons of Merari by Ja'aziyahu:

Beno, and Shoham, and Zaccur, and 'Ibri.

28 Of Machli : El'azar, who had no sons.

29 Of Kish : the son of Kish was Jerach-

meel.

30 And the sons of Mushi were Machli,

and 'Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the

sons of the Levites after their family divi-

sions.

31 These likewise cast lots in the same
manner as their brethren the sons of Aaron
in the presence of king David, and Zadok,

and Achimelech, and the chiefs of the fami-

lies of the priests and Levites, even the prin-

cipal of the families" equally with his youngest

brother.

CHAPTER XXV.

1 Tl David also divided off Avith the chiefs

of the host for the service of the sons of

Assaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun.

those who uttered praise (accompanied) with

harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals; and

their number was of the men (that did) the

work in their service,

2 Of the sons of Assaph: Zaccur, and

Joseph, and Nethanjah, and Ashar'elah. the

sons of Assaph under the supervision of As-

saph, who uttered praise under the supervi-

sion of the king.

3 Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun : Ge-

dalyahu, and Zeri, and Jesha'yahu, Chashal>

yahu, and Matthithyahu, six, under the super-

vision of their father Jeduthun, who uttered

praise with a harp, in order to give thanks

and to utter praise unto the Lord.

4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman : Bukki-

yahu, Matthanyahu, 'Uzziel, Shcbuel. and

Jerimoth, Chananyah, Chanani, Eliiithah,

Giddalti, and Romamti-'ezer, Joshbekashah,

Mallothi, Hothir, and Machzioth;

5 All these sons of Heman the king's seer

in the words of God, were to lift up the horn."

who praised with tlie wi>rds of God :" this is not accord-

ig to the words. Zunz, " th.it according to the words
" Kodak, "Aboth," as a name, "Aboth the chief."

^ This obscure passage is explained by Rashi, "
^

exalt the horn of prophecy;" Redak, "of Israel,"—neither
!|
of God rhis) horn might be lifted up." It means, pro

of which gives a good senso. Herxheimer renders freely, bably, wno instructed him in the word of God.
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And God ;ravo to Heinan fourteen sons and
llnoc diiiiglitors.

G All these were under the supervision of

their father at the singing in the house of the

LoKi), with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for

the .-service of the house of God, under the

supervision of the king, Assaph, Jeduthun,

and lleman.

7 And their number, with their brethren

that were practised in singing unto the Lohd,

even all that were acquainted (therewith),

was two hundred eighty and eight.

8 And they cast lots, division against

(division)," the small as well as the great, the

one ac([uainted with his business together

with the scholar.

9 Tf And there came forth the first lot for

Assaph for Joseph; Gedalyahuwasthe second,

he with his brethren and sons, being twelve;

10 ^ The third was Zaccur, his sons, and
his brethren, being twelve;

11
Tl

The fourth was for Yizri, his sons,

and his brethren, being twelve;

12 1| The fitth was Nethanyahu, his sons,

and his brethren, being twelve;

13 ^ The sixth was Bukkiyahu, his sons,

and his brethren, being twelve;

14
*i\

The seventh was Jessarelah, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

lo ^f The eighth was Jcsha'yahu, his sons,

and his brethren, being twelve;

10 ^ The ninth was Matthanyahu, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

17 ^f The tenth was Sliim'i, his sons, and
his brethren, being twelve;

18 ^ The eleventh was 'Azarel, his sons,

and his brethren, being twelve;

I'J 11 The twelfth was for Chashabyah, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

20 i: The thirteenth was Shubael, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

21 1i The fourteenth was Matthithyahu,

his sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

22 *[\ The fifteenth was for Jeremoth, his

8on.s, and his brethren, being twelve;

23 1[ The sixteenth was for Chananyahu,
his sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

24 ^ The seventeenth wtis for Joshbeka-
shah, his sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

' So R.ishi, who supplies this word; but Zunz, "con-
cerning the duties of their office, the K-ast equally with
the great, Ihn tcaelier with the jichnhir."

2o 1[ The eighteenth was for Chanani, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

26 % The nineteenth was for Mallothi, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

27 II The twentieth was for Eliyathah, his

sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

28 1[ The one and twentieth was for Ho-
thir, his sons, and his brethren, being twelve;

29
Tj

The two and twentieth was for Gid-

dalthi, his sons, and his brethren, being

twelve

;

30 T[ The three and twentieth was for

Machazioth, his sons, and his brethren, being

twelve

;

31 •([ The four and twentieth was for Ro-

mamthi-'ezer, his sons, and his brethren, be-

ing twelve.

CHAPTER XXVI.

1 ^ Concerning the divisions of the gate-

keepers (who were) of the Korchites: Me-
shelemyahu the son of Kore, of the sons of

Assaph.

2 And Meshelemyahu had sons: Zechar-

yahu the first-born, Jedi'ael the second, Zebad-

yahu the third, Jathniel the fourth,

3 'Elam the fifth, Jehochanan the sixth,

El^-eho'enai the seventh.

4 And 'Obed-edom had sons: Shema'yah
the first-born, Jehozabad the second, Joiich

the third, and Sachar the fourth, and Ne-

thanel the fifth,

5 'Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh,

Pe'ulthai the eighth; for God had bles.sed

him.

6 Also unto Shema'yah his son there were

born sons, that were rulers for the house of

their father; for they were mighty men of

valour.

7 The sons of Shema'yah were 'Othni, and
Rephael, and 'Obed, (and) Elzabad, his bro-

thers (were) valiant men, Elihu, and Semach-

yahu.

8 All these were of the sons of 'Obed-edoni

;

they and their sons and their brethren were

valiant men in strength for the service, being

sixty and two (descendants) of 'Obed-edom.

9 And Meshelemyahu had sons and bre-

thren, valiant men, eighteen.

10 Also Chossah, of the children of Merari,

had sons: Shimri the chief, for (though) he

was not the first-born, yet his father made
him the chief;



1 CHRONICLES XXVI. XXVII.

11 Chilkiy^ihu the second, Tebalyahu the
third, Zecharyahu the fourth ; all the sons and
brethren of Chossah were thirteen.

12 Tiiese divisions of the gatekeepers, after

the chief men, had the watch along with their

brethren, to minister in the house of the Lord.
1

3

And they cast lots, the small as well as

the great, according to their family divisions,

for every gate.

14 And the lot at the east fell for Shelem-
yahu. And for Zecharyahu his son, an intelli-

gent counsellor, they cast lots; and his lot

came out at the north.

15 For 'Obed-edom at the south; and to

his sons (was assigned) the house of Assup-
pim.*

16 For Shuppim and for Chossah at the

west, by the g-ate Shallecheth, on the ascend-

ing causeway, watch alongside of watch.

17 At the east were six Levites, at the

north four for every day, at the south four

for every day, and for (the house of) Assup-
pim alwajs two.

18 At the Parbar on the west, four at the

causewaj', and two at the Parbar.

19 These are the divisions of the gate-

keepers of the sons of the Korchites, and of

the sons of Merari.

20 And of the Levites, Achiyah was over

the treasures of the house of God, and over

the treasures of the holy things.

21 (As concerning) the sons of La'dan, the

tsons of the Gershunites of La'dan, the chiefs

of the families of La'dan the Gershunite, were
the Jechiel'ites.

22 The sons of JechiSli, Zetham, and Joel

his brother, were over the treasures of the

house of the Lord.

23 Of the 'Amramites, of the Yizharites,

of the Hebronites, and of the 'Uzzielites,

24 (Was) even Shebuel the son of Ger-

shom, the son of Moses, superintendent of

the treasures.

25 And his brethren by Eli'ezer: Rechab-
yahu his son, and Jesha'yahu his son, and
Joram his son, and Zichri his son, and She-

lomith his son.

26 This Shelomoth and his brethi^n were
over all the treasures of the holy things,

which king David had sanctified, together

" Kashi regards this as a proper name; but ZunZj "of

the guards." Hcrxheimer, "treasury."
6 W

with the chiefs of the Aimily divisions, the
captains over the thousands and the hun-
dreds, and the captains of the arm}'.

27 Out of the wars, and out of the booty
did they sanctify to maintain the house of

the Lord.

28 And all that Samuel the seer, and Saiil

the son of Kish, and Abner the son of Ner,

and Jollb the son of Zeruyah, had sanctified,

whatsoever (any one) had sanctified, was
under the supervision of Shelomith, and of

his brethren.

29 Of the Yizharites were Kenanyahu and
his sons for the outward business over Israel,

for officers and judges.

30 Of the Hebronites were Chashabyahu
and his brethren, valiant men, a thousand

and seven hundred (in number), appointed

over the affairs of Israel on this side of the

Jordan to the west, for all the business of the

Lord, and for the service of the king.

31 Of the Hebronites was Jeriyah the

chief, for the Hebronites, according to their

generations by families. In the fortieth year

of the reign of David were they inquired into,

and there were found among them mighty
men of valour at Ja'zer of Gil'ad.

32 And his brethren, valiant men, were
two thousand and seven hundred chiefs of

fiimilies; and king David appointed them
over the Reiibenites, the Gadites, and the

half tribe of Menasseh, for every matter per-

taining to God, and the affairs of the king,

CHAPTER XXVII.

1 ][ And (these are) the children of Israel

after their number, (to wit,) the chiefs of

the family divisions and the captains of the

thousands and the hundreds, and their officer.'!

that served the king in everj^ matter of the

divisions, that came in and went out month
by month, throughout all the months of the

year, every division being twenty and four

thousand.

2 ][ Over the first division for the first

month was Jashob'am the son of Zabdiiil;

and in his division were twenty and four

thousand.

8 (He) of the children of Perez was the

chief of all the captains of the armies for the

first month.
4 ^ And over the division of the second

month was Dodai the Achochite, and of his
0G3
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division was Mikloth also the ruler; and in

his division were twenty and four thousand.

5 ^1 The third cajitain of tlie army for the

tliird month was Benayahn the son of Jeho-

vada', the ))riest, the chief: and in his divi-

sion were twenty and four thousand.

C This Benayahu was the miuhty among
the thirty, and (set) over the thirty; and of

his division was 'Ammizabad his son.

7 T; The fourth for the fourth month was
'Assahiil the brother of Joiib, with Zel)ad3-ah

his .«()n after him; and in his division were
twenty and four tliousand.

8
i\

Tiie fifth for the fifth month was the

captain Sliamliuth the Yizrachite ; and in his

division were twenty and four thousand.

9 ^ The sixth for the sixth month Avas

'Ira the son of 'Ikkesh the Theko'ite; and
in his division were twenty and four thou-

sand.

10 ]f The seventh for the seventh month
was Clielez the Pelonite, of the children of

Ephraim; and in his division Avere twenty
and four thousand.

11 ^ Tlie eighth for the eighth month
was Sibchai the Chushathite, of the Zar-

chites; and in his division yforc twenty and
four thousand.

12 ^[ The ninth for the ninth month was
Abi'ezer the 'Anthothite, of Benjamin; and
in his division were twenty and four thou-

sand.

lo ^ The tenth for tlie tenth month was
Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zarchites;

and in his division Avere tAventy and four

thousand.

14 T[ The eleventh for the eleventh month
Avas Benayah the Pir'athonite, of the children

of Ephraim; and in his division Avere twenty
and four thousand.

15
^i The twelfth for the twelfth month

Avas Cheldai the Netophathite, of 'Othniel;

and in his division Avere tAventy and four

thousand.

16 ^ Moreover oA'cr the tribes of Israel:

of the Reiibenites Avas ruler Eli'ezer the son
of Zichri ; of the Simeonites, Shephatyah the
son of Ma'achah

;

17 Of the Lcvites, Chashabyah the son of
Kenmiil; of the .'ions of Aaron, Zadok;

IS Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of
David; of Issachar, Omri the son of Michael;

li> Of Zebulun, Yishma'valui the son of

'Obadyahu; of Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of
'Azriel

;

20 Of the children of Ephraim, lloshcii'

the son of 'Azazyahu; of the half tribe of Me-
nasseh, Joel the son of Pedayahu;

21 Of the half tribe of Menasseh in Gil'ad,

Yiddo the son of Zecharyahu; of Benjamin,
'Ja'assiiil the son of Abner

;

22 Of Dan, 'Azarel the son of Jerocham.
These Avere the princes of the tribes of Israel.

23 But David took not their number from
tAventy years old and under; because the

Lord had said he Avould multiply Israel like

the stars of the heavens.

24 Joiib the s(m of Zeruyah began to num-
ber (them), but he finished not, and there

came Avrath because of it against Israel; and
the number Avas not entered in the account
of the chronicles of king David.

2-3
T[ And over the king's treasures Avas

'Azmaveth the son of 'Adiel ; and over the

storehouses in the fields, in the cities, and in

the village.^, and in the castles, Avas Jehona-
than the son of 'Uzziyahu.

26 ^[ And over those that did the Avork of

the field in the tillage of the ground Avas

'Ezri the son of Kclub.

27 ]] And over the vineyards Avas Shim'i

the Ramathite; and OAcr Avhat Avas in the

vineyards as regardeth the supplies of Avine

Avas Zabdi the Shiphmite.

28 T[ And over the olive-trees and the
sycamore-trees that Avere in the loAvlands

Avas Ba'al-chanan the Gederite; and over the

supplies of oil Avas Jo'ash.

29 ]f And over the herds that fed in Sha-
ron Avas Shitrai the Sharonite; and over the

herds that were in the valleys Avas Shaphat
the son of 'Adlai.

30 ^f And over the camels Avas Obil the

Islnnaelite; and over the asses Avas Jechde-
yahu the Meronothite.

31 *(\ And over the Hocks Avas Jaziz the

Ilagerene. All these Avere the rulers of the

property Avliich belonged to king David.

32 ^1 Also Jonathan David's uncle Avas a
counsellor, being a man of understanding and
acquainted Avitli huv; and Jechiel the son of

Chachmoni Avas Avith the king's sons;

33 And Achithophcl Avas the king's coun-

sellor; and Chushai the Arkite Avas the king's

friend

;

34 And after Achithophel (came) Jehoyada'
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the son of Benajahu and Ebyathar; and the

captain of the king's army was Joiib.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 Tl And David assembled all the princes

of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the

captains of the divisions that ministered to

the king, and the captains of the thousands,

and the captains of the hundreds, and the

rulers of all the property and the cattle of

the king and t)f his sons, with the court-ser-

vants, and the mighty men, and with all the

valiant men of the army, unto Jerusalem.

2 Then arose king David upon his feet,

and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my
people ! I had in my heart to build a house

of rest for the ark of the covenant of the

Lord, and for the footstool of our God, and
I had made preparations to build;

3 But God said unto me. Thou shalt not

build a house unto my name; because thou

art a man of Avar, and blood hast thou shed.

4 Yet the Lord the God of Israel made
choice of me out of all the house of my father

to be king over Israel for ever; for of Judah
had he made choice as ruler; and among the

house of Judah of the house of my lather;

and among the sons of my father had he

pleasure in me to make (me) king over all

Israel

:

5 And of all my sons.—for the Lord hath

given me many sons,—hath he made choice

of Solomon my son, to sit upon the throne of

the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.

6 And he hath said unto me, Solomon thy

son it is that shall build my house and my
courts; for I have made choice of him to be

as a son unto me, and I will be indeed to

him as a father.

7 Moreover, I will firmly establish his

kingdom for everlasting, if he be strong to

execute my commandments and my ordi-

nances as it is this day.

8 And now before the eyes of all Israel,

the congregation of the Lord, and in the

hearing of our God, (I admonish you) observe

and seek for all the commandments of the

Lord your God : in order that ye may keep

possession of this good land, and leave it for

an inheritance unto your children after you

for ever.

9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou

the God of thy father, and serve him with an

entire heart and with a willing soul; for all

hearts doth the Lord .search, and every iiiiii-

gination of the thoughts doth he unrlerstand:

if thou seek him, he will let himself be found

by thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast

thee off for ever.

10 See now that the Lord hath made

I

choice of thee to build a house for the sanc-

tuary : be strong and do it.

11 ^ Then gave David to Solomon his son

the pattern of the porch, and of its apart-

ments, and of its treasuries, and of its upper

I

chambers, and of its inner chambers, and of

[

the place of the cover of the ark,

j
12 And the pattern of all that he had in

;

his spirit, concerning the courts of the house

I of the Lord, and concerning all the chambers
I round about, concerning the treasuries of the

house of God, and concerning the treasuries

of the holy things

;

13 Also concerning the divisions of the

priests and the Levites, and concerning all

the work of the serAace of the house of the

j

Lord, and concerning all the vessels of ser-

vice of the house of the Lord.

j
14 Concerning the golden vessels, after the

J

weight of the gold, for all the vessels of all

I

manner of service; concerning all the vessels

!
of silver after the weight, for all the vessels

I

of every kind of service

;

15 Also the Aveight for the candlesticks of

gold, and for their lamps of gold, after the

Aveight for CAery candlestick, and for it.s

lamps; and concerning the candlesticks of

silver after the Aveight, for the candlestick,

and for its lamps, according to the use of

every candlestick;

10 And the gold after the Aveight for the

tables of the roAvs of sheAvbread, for CA'ery

table; and the silver for the tables of silver;

17 Also (concerning) the forks, and the

bowls, and the supporters of pure gold ; and

concerning the golden cups after the Aveight

for cA'ery cup; and concerning the silver cups

after the Aveight for every cup

;

IS And concerning the altar of incense

the refined gold after the Aveight; and con-

cerning the pattern of the chariot of the

golden cherubim, Avhich spread out (their

Avings), and cover the ark of the covenant of

the Lord.

19 All (this, said David,) Avasputin Avriting

from the hand of the Lord, Avho gave me in-
071
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struction (respecting) all the works of the

pattern.

20 ^f
And David said to Solomon his son,

Be strong, and of good courage, and do (the

work); fear not, and be not dismayed; for

the Lord God, (yea,) my God, is with thee;

he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until

thou have finished all the work for the ser-

vice of the house of the Lord.

21 And, behold, the divisions of the priests

and the Levites are there for all the service

of the house of God ; and with thee are in all

manner of workmanship all kinds of men
distinguished in wisdom, for every manner of

service; and the princes and all the people

are ready (to obey) all thy words.

CHAPTER XXIX.
1 ^ And king David said unto all the

assembl}', Solomon, the only son of mine
whom God hath made choice of, is yet young
and tender, and the work is great; because

not for man is the palace to be, but for the

Lord God.

2 But with all my might have I made
ready for the house of my God, the gold

for the things of gold, and the silver for the

things of silver, and the copper for the things

of copper, the iron for the things of iron, and
the wood for the things of Avood; onyx stones,

and stones to be set, bright stones, and those

of divers colours, and all manner of precious

stones, and marble stones in abundance.
8 Moreover, because I have set my affec-

tion on the house of my God, have I acquired
as my own property gold and silver; (and
this) have I given to the house of my God,
over and above all that I have prepared for

the holy hou.se

:

4 Three thousand talents of gold, of the

gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of
refined silver, to overlay the walls of the

houses

;

o All that is needed of gold and of silver,

and for every manner of work (to be made)
by the hands of artificers. And who (now)
is willing to consecrate his hand this day
unto the Lord?

Thereupon offered voluntarily the chiefs

of the family divisions and the princes of the
tribes of Israel, and the captains of the thou-

* Hcrxheimer, "excellence, eternity, anJ splendour."
972

sands and of the liundredfe, with the super-
visors of the king's work;

7 And they gave for the service of the
house of God of gold five thousand talents

and ten thousand drachms, and of silver ten
thousand talents, and of copper eighteen
thousand talents, and of iron one hundred
thousand talents.

8 And those with whom stones were found
gave them to the treasury of the house of the
Lord, under the supervision of Jechiel the
Gershunite.

9 Then did the people rejoice, because they
had voluntarily offered ; for with an undivided
heart did they offer to the Lord; and also

king David rejoiced with great joy.

10 Tl And David blessed the Lord before

the eyes of all the congregation; and David
said, Blessed be thou, Lord the God of
Israel our father, from everlasting even unto
everlasting.

11 Thine, Lord, are the greatness, and
the might, and the glory, and the victory,'

and the majest}-, yea, all that is in the hea-
vens and on the earth ; thine, Lord, is the
kingdom, and thou art exalted as the head
above all.

12 And riches and honour come from thee,

and thou rulest over all; and in thy hand are

power and might; and it is in thy hand to

make groat, and to give strength unto all.

13 And now, our God, we give thanks
unto thee, and praise thy glorious name.

14 For who am I, and what is my people,

that we should possess the power to offer

voluntarily after this sort? for from thee is

every thing, and out of thy own have we
given unto thee.

15 For strangere are we before thee, and
sojourners, as Avere all our fathers: like a
shadow are our days on the earth, and there

I
is no hope (of abiding) .''

j

ICO Lord our God, all this abundant store

that we have prepared to build for thee a
house for thy holy name, is out of thy own

; hand, and thine is all.

I

17 And I know, my God, that thou probost
the heart, and uprightness thou receivest in

favour. As for me, in the uprightness of
my heart have I voluntarily offered all these

things; and now thy people, that are present

' Redak. Zunz, "on earth fast fleeting."
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here, do I see Avith joy offering voluntarily

unto thee.

18 O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and

of Israel, our fathers, preserve this for ever

as the imagination of the thoughts of the

heart of thy people, and direct their heart

firmly unto thee.

19 And unto Solomon my son do thou

give an undivided heart, to keep thy com-

mandments, thy testimonies, and thy sta-

tutes, and to do all, and to build the palace,

for which I have made preparation.

20 ][ And David said to all the assembly.

Bless now the Lord your God. And all

the assembly blessed the Lord the God
of their fothers, and bent down their heads,

and bowed themselves down to the Lord, and

to the king.

21 And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the

Lord, and they offered burntrofferings unto

the Lord, on the morrow after that day, one

thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, a thou-

sand sheep, with their drink-offerings, and

(other) sacrifices in abundance for all Israel

;

22 And they ate and drank before the

Lord on that day with great joy. And they

declared the second time Solomon the son of

David to be king, and they anointed him
unto the Lord as chief ruler, and Zadok as

priest.

23 Then sat Solomon on the throne of flie

Lord as king instead of David his father, and

he was prosperous; and all Israel obeyed

him.

24 And all the princes, and the mighty
men, and also all the sons of king David,

submitted* themselves unto king Solomon.

25 And the Lord made Solomon exceed-

ingly great before the eyes of all Israel; and

he bestowed upon him a royal majesty such

as had not been on any king over Israel be-

fore him.

26 T[ Thus was David the son of Jesse

king over all Israel.

27 And the time that he reigned over

Israel was forty years ; in Hebron he reigned

seven years, and in Jerusalem he reigned

thirty and three (years).

28 And he died in a good old age, full of

days, riches, and honour; and Solomon his

son became king in his stead.

29 And the acts of David the king, the

first and the last, behold, they are written in

the history of Samuel the seer, and in the

history of Nathan the prophet, and in the

history of Gad the seer,

30 Together with all his reign and his

mighty deeds, and the times that passed over

him, and over Israel, and over all the king-

doms of the (various) countries.

THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES,
'a D'O'n nm "i5d.

CHAPTER I.

1 ^ And Solomon the son of David

strengthened himself in his kingdom, and

the Lord his God was with him, and caused

him to become exceedingly great.

2 Then said Solomon unto all Israel, to

the captains of the thousands and of the hun-

dreds, and to the judges, and to every prince

in all Israel, the chiefs of the family divi-

sions (that they should go with him).

3 Thereupon went Solomon, and all the

assembly with him, to the high-place that

was at Gib'on; for there was the tabernacle

of the congregation of God, which Moses the

servant of the Lord had made in tlic wilder-

I

ness.

4 Nevertheless the ark of God had David

brought up from Kiryath-ye'arim to (the place

which) David had prepared for it; for he had

pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.

5 But the copper altar, which Bezalel the

Heb. 'placed the hand under king Solomon."
07o



son of Uri, the son of Chur, had made, hej

placed before the tabernacle of the Lord;

and Solomon and the assembly sought for it.

C And Solomon sacrificed there on the

copper altar before the Lord, which was at

the tabernacle of the congregation, and offer-

j

ed upon it a thousand burnt-offerings.
j

7 ^ In that night did God appear unto

Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I

shall give thee.
j

8 And Solomon said unto God. Thou hast

shown unto David my father great kindness,

and hast made me king in his stead.
|

9 Now, Lord God, let thy word unto

David my father be verified; for thou hast

made me king over a people as numerous as

the dust of the earth.

10 Give me now wisdom and knowledge,!

that I may go out and come in before this

people; for who could (otherwise) judge this'

thy great people?
i

11 ^ And God said unto Solomon, Where-

1

as this hath been in thy heart, and thou hastl

not asked riches, Avealth, or honour, nor the

life of thy enemies, and hast not even asked

long life; but hast asked for thyself wisdom
and knowledge, that thou mayest judge my
people, over whom I have made thee king:

12 (Therefore) are the wisdom and the

knowledge granted unto thee; and riches,

and wealth, and honour, will I give thee,

such as no kings that have been before thee

have had, and the like of which after thee

none shall have.

18 Then came Solomon from the high-

place that was at Gib'on to Jerusalem, from
before the tal)ernacle of the congregation, and
reigned over Israel.

14 ^ And Solomon brought together cha-

riots and horsemen ; and he had a thousand

and four hundred chariots, and twelve thou-

sand horsemen, and he placed them in the

chariot-cities, and with the king at Jerusa-

lem.

15 And the king rendered the silver and
gold at Jerusalem like stones, and cedar-trees

he rendered as the sycamore-trees that are in

the lowlands for al)undance.

IG And Solomon had his horses brought
out of Egypt: a company of the king's mer-
chants bought a quantity at a price.

2 CHRONICLES I. II.

17 And they brought up, and fetched out

of Egypt a chariot for six hundred shekels of

silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty

:

and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and
for the kings of Syria, did they bring them
out by their means.

18' And Solomon ordered to build a house

for the name of the Lord, and a house for his

royal residence.

CHAPTER II.

1 And Solomon numbei'ed seventy thou-

sand men to bear burdens, and eighty thou-

sand stonecutters in the mountain, and as

superintendents over them three thousand

and six hundred.

2 ^ And Solomon sent to Churam the

king of Tyre, saying. As thou hast dealt with

David my father, and didst send him cedars

to build him a house to dwell therein, (even

so deal with me).*"

3 Behold, I am building a house to the

name of the Lord my God, to sanctify it to

him, to burn before him incense of spices,

and for the continual rows of show-bread, and

for the burnt-offerings at morning and even-

ing, on the sabbaths, and on the new-moons,

and on the stated festivals of the Lord our

God; this being for ever obligatory on Is-

rael.

4 And the house which I am building is

great; for greater is our God than all the

gods.

5 But Avho possesseth the power to build

him a house? for the heavens and the hea-

vens of heavens cannot contain him: and

who am I then, that I should build him a

house, save only to burn incense before him?

G And now send me a skilful man to work

in gold, and in silver, and in copper, and in

iron, and in purple, and crimson, and blue,

and that understandeth how to engrave with

the skill'ul men that are with me in Judah
and in Jerusalem, Avhom David my father

hath ]irovi(led.

7 Send me also cedar-trees, fir-trees, and

sandal-wood, from the Lebanon; for I know
well that thy servants have the skill to cut

timber in Lebanon; and, behold, my servants

shall be with thy servants,

8 Even to prepare for me timber in abun-

' Tbo Englihb version commences here chapter ii.
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dance; for the house which I am bivikling is

to be Avonderfiilly great.

And, behold, lor the hewer.s that cut

the timber Avill I give unto the servants

twenty thousand cors of threshed wheat, and

twenty thousand cors of barley, and twenty

thousand baths of wine, and twenty thousand

baths of oil.

10 Tf Then answered Churam the king of

Tyi'e in writing, and he sent it to Solomon,

Out of the love of the Lord for his people

hath he set thee as king over them.
:

11 And Churam said, Blessed be the Lord
the God of Israel, that hath made the heavens

j

and the earth, who hath given to king David

a wise son, endowed with intelligence and un-

derstanding, who is to build a house unto the
^

Lord, and a house for a royal residence.
j

12 And now have I sent a skilful man,
j

endowed Avith understanding, namely, Chu-

:

ram-Abi,

13 The son of a woman from the daughters

of Dan, and his Itither was a man of Tyre,

skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in cop-

per, in iron, in stone, and in wood, in purple,

in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson;

also to execute any manner of engraving, and

to devise every kind of work of art which

may be given to him, together with thy skil-

ful men, and with the skilful men of my lord

David thy father.

14 And now the wheat, and the barley,

the oil, and the wine, of which my lord hath

spoken, let him send unto his servants

;

15 And we will truly cut down trees out

of the Lebanon, as much as thou mayest

need; and we will bring them to ihce in

floats by sea to Joppa; and thou shalt carry

them up to Jerusalem.

IG
T]

And Solomon numbered all the

strange men that were in the land of Israel,

after the numbering wherewith David his

father had numbered them; and they were

found to be one hundred and fifty thousand

and three thousand and six hundred.

17 And he made of them seventy thou-

sand bearers of burdens, and eighty thousand

stonecutters in the mountain, and three thou-

sand and six hundred superintendents to set

the people to work.

CHAPTER III.

1 ^ And Solomon began to build the house

of the Lord at Jerusalem on mount Moriah,

Avhere He had appeared unto David his father,

on the place that David had prepared in the

threshing-floor of Oman the Jelnisite.

2 And ho began to build on the second

day of the second month, in the fourth year

of his reign.

3 Now in this maimer was the foundation

laid of the house of God (at its) l)uilding (by)

Solomon:" the length by cubits after the

first measure'' was sixty cubits, and the

breadth twenty cubits.

4 And the porch that was in the front of

the length was according to the breadth of

the house, twenty cubits, and the height was

a hundred and twenty; and he overlaid it

within with pure gold.

5 And the great house he ceiled with fir-

wood, which he overlaid with pure gold, and

he wrought thereon palm-trees and chains.

6 And he overlaid the house with costly

stones for ornament; and the gold was gold

of Parvayim.

7 And he covered the house, the beams,

the sills, and its Avails, and its doors, Avith

gold; and he engraved cherubim on the Avails.

8 ][ And he made the most holy house,

its length being in front of the breadth of the

house, tAventy cubits, and its breadth twenty

cubits: and he covered it Avith fine gold,

(amounting) to six hundred talents.

9 And the AA-eight of the nails (amounted)

to fifty shekels of gold. And the upper

chambers he covered Avith gold.

10 ^ And he made in the most holy hou.se

tAvo cherubim of sculpture Avork, and they

OA'erlaid them AA'itli gold.

11 And regarding the Avings of tlie cheru-

bim their length Avas twenty culiits; the Aving

of the one amounting to five cubits, reaching

to the Avail of the house; and the other Aving

of five cubits, reaching to the Aving of the

other cherub.

12 And the Aving of the other cherub Avas

five cubits, reaching to the Avail of the house

:

and the other Aving of five cubits Avas joined

closely to the wing of the other cherub.

13 The Avings of these cherubim (as they

' Zunz. Redak, " And tlicsa are the mcasuremenis by

which Solomon was coun.selled to build the house of

God."
" /'. c. The measure in use among ancient Israel.
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were) spread out were twenty cubits: and

tliey were standing on their leet, and tlieir

liuies were inward.

14 ^1 And lie made the vail of blue, and
purple, and criin.son, and fine linen, and
wrought thereon cherubim.

1;")
^[ And he made before the house two

pillars of thirty and five cubits in length, and
the capital that was on the top of each of

them was five cubits.

16 ^ And he made chains in the debir;

and (others which)" lie placed on the top of

the pillars; and he made a hundred pome-
granates, and placed them on the chains.

17 And he .set up the pillars in front of

the temple, one on the right hand, and the

other on the left; and he called the name of

that on the right hand Jachin, and the name
of that on the left Bo'az.

CHAPTER IV.

1 He made also an altar of copper, twenty
cubits being its length, and twenty cubits its

breadth, and ten cubits its height.

2 ^ He made also the molten .sea, being ten

cubits from the one brim to the other, round-

ed all about, and it was five cubits in height:

and a line of thirty cubits did encompass it

round about.

3 And likenesses of oxen'' were under it,

encompassing it all round about, ten in a
cubit, encircling the sea round about; the

oxen were in two i-ows (and were) cast (with

it), when it was cast.

4 It was standing upon twelve oxen, three

looking toward the north, and three looking

toward the west, and three looking toward
the south, and three looking toward the east;

and tlu! sea was resting above upon them,
and all their hinder parts were inward.

;") And its thickness was a hand's breadth,

and its brim like the brim of a cup, with lily-

buds; and it could hold and contain three"

thousand baths.

G ^f Ho made also ten lavers; and he
placed five on the right hand, and five on
the left, to wash in them : what belonged to

the burnt-offering they rinsed off at' them;
but the sea was for the priests to wash in.

* These words are supplied according to Redak.
' In 1 Kiiigj vii. "24, wo read, " colocjnths," perhaps

that ipa Bukiir is another name for the same
° In 1 Kings vii. 'li't, tlicre is i:

7 ^[ And he made ten candlesticks of gold

according to their prescribed manner; and he
placed (them) in the temple, five on the right

side, and five on the left.

8 ]| He made also ten tables; and he set

them in the temple, five on the right side,

and five on the left. And he made a hun-
dred bowls of gold.

9 \ And he made the court of the priests,

and the great out-court, and doors for the

out-court, and their doors he overlaid with

copper.

10 And the sea he placed on the right

side toward the east, opposite to the south.

11 Tj And Churam made the pots, and the

shovels, and the basins. And Churam made
an end of doing the work which he made for

king Solomon in the house of God

:

12 The two pillars, and the bowls, and
the capitals on the top of the two pillars, and
the two networks to cover the two bowl-

shaped capitals which were on the top of the

pillars

;

13 And the four hundred pomegranates for

the two networks; two rows of pomegranates
for each network, to cover the two bowl-

shaped capitals which were upon the front of

the pillars.

14 The bases also did he make, and the

lavers made he upon the bases

;

15 The one sea, and the twelve oxen
under it.

10 And the pots also, and the shovels,

and the forks, and all their instruments, did

Churam-Abiv make for king Solomon for the

house of the Lord, of polished copper.

17 In the plain of the Jordan did the king

cast them, in the claj'-ground between Suc-

coth and Zercdathah."

18 ^[ And Solomon made all these vessels

in great abundance; for the weight of the

copper was not inquired into.

19 And Solomon made all the vessels that

pertained to the hou.se of God; and the altar

of gold also, and the tables whereon the show-
bread (was set).

20 And the candlesticks with their lamps,

to light them after the prescribed manner be-

fore the debir, of pure gold

;

in thr Babylonian measure, usual .iftcr the exile, thne

baths were only equal to lico in ancient Israel.

'' Rashi. Others, "in them.'"

mentioned 2000; perhaps
j|

* In 1 Kings vii. 46, "Z;irethan."
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21 And the flowers, and the lamps, and
the tongs, were of gold, the purest of gold;

22 And the knives, and the basins, and
the spoons, and the censers were of pure gold;

and the entrance of the house, its inner doors

for the most holy place, and the doors of the

house of the temple, were of gold.

CHAPTER V.

1 T[ And so was ended all the work that

Solomon made for the house of the Lord ; and
Solomon brought in the things sanctified by
David his father; and the silver, and the

gold, and all the vessels, he placed in the

treasuries of the house of God.
2 Then did Solomon assemble the elders

of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the

princes of the divisions of the children of

Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark
of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of

David, which is Zion.

3 And all the men of Israel assembled
themselves unto the king at the feast which
is (in) the seventh month.

4 And all the elders of Israel came, and
the Levites took up the ark.

5 And they brought up the ark, and the

tabernacle of the congregation, and all the

holy vessels that were in the tabernacle; these

did the priests and the Levites bring up.

6 And king Solomon, and all the congre-

gation of Israel that were assembled unto

him were before the ark, sacrificing sheep

and oxen, which could not be numbered nor

told for multitude.

7 And the priests brought in the ark of

the covenant of the Lord unto its place, into

the debir o-f the house, into the most holy

place, under the wings of the cherubim.

8 And the cherubim spread forth their

wings over the place of the ark, and the

cherubim covered the ark and its staves from

above.

9 And they had made the staves so long

that the ends of the staves were seen (stand-

ing out) from the ark in the front of the

debir; but they were not seen without; and
they have remained there until this day.

10 There was nothing in the ark save the

two tables which Moses had placed (therein)

at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant

with the children of Israel, when they came
out of Egypt.

11 ^ And it came to pass, when the priests

were come out of the holy place; for all the
priests that were present had sanctified (them-
selves), the divi-sions not having been observ-

ed;

—

12 And the Levites the singers, all toge-

ther, of Assaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with
their sons and their brethren, arrayed in

white linen, having cymbals and psalteries

and harps, stood at the east side of the altar,

and with them were one hundred and twenty
priests blowing on trumpets;

—

13 And it came thus to pass, as the trum-
peters and singers were as one, to make one
sound to be heard in praising and thanking
the Lord; and when they lifted up their

voice (accompanied) with trumpets and cym-
bals and instruments of music, and in praising

the Lord, For he is good; because unto ever-

lasting endureth his kindness : that the house,

even the house of the Lord, was filled with
a cloud;

14 And the priests were not able to stand

to minister because of the cloud; for the

glory of the Lord had filled the house of

God.

CHAPTER VL
1 ^ Then said Solomon, The Lord .said

that he would dwell in the thick darkness.

2 And I have indeed built a dwelling for

thee, and a settled place for thy abode for

ever.

3 And the king turned his face, and bless-

ed the whole congregation of Israel; and all

the congregation of Israel was standing;

4 And he said, Blessed be the Lord, the

God of Israel, wlio spoke Avith his mouth
unto David my fiither, and hath with his

hands fulfilled it, when he said,

5 Since the day that I brought forth my
people out of the land of Egypt, I did not

make choice of any city out of all the tribes

of Israel to build a house, that my nam©
might be therein ; nor did I make choice of

any man to be a ruler over my people Israel

;

G But I have made choice of Jerusalem,

that my name might be there > and I have

made choice of David to be over my people

Israel.

7 And it was io the heart of David my
father to huiid a house for the name of the

Lord, the God of Israel. m
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8 But the Lord said unto David my father,

Whereas it was in thy heart to build a house

unto my name, thou didst well in that it was

in thy heart:

9 Nevertheless thou shalt not thyself build

the house; but thy son that shall come forth

out of thy loins, he shall build the house unto

my name.
10 And the Lord hath fulfilled his word

that he hath spoken; and I am risen up in

the stead of David my father, and I sit on

the throne of Israel, as the Lord hath spoken,

and I have built the house unto the name of

the Lord, the God of Israel.

11 And I have placed there the ark,

wherein is the covenant of the Lord which
he hath made with the children of Israel.

12 And he now placed himself before the

altar of the Lord in the presence of all the

congregation of Israel, and spread forth his

hands;

13 For Solomon had made a laver of cop-

per, and had placed it in the midst of the

out-court, four cubits being its length, five

cubits its breadth, and three cubits its height;

and he placed himself upon it, and kneeled

down upon his knees in the presence of all

the congregation of Israel, and spread forth

his hands toward heaven

;

14 And he said, Lord, the God of Israel,

there is no god like thee in the heavens, or

on the earth, thou who keepest the covenant,

and the kindness for thy servants that walk
before thee with all their heart;

15 Who hast kept for thy servant David
my father that which thou hadst promised
him; and thou spokest with thy mouth, and
hast fulfilled it with thy hand, as it is this

day.

IG And now, O Lord, the God of Israel,

keep for thy servant David my father that

which thou hast spoken concerning him, say-

ing, There shall never fail thee a man in my
siglit who sittcth on the throne of Israel; if

thy children but take heed to their way to

walk in my law, as thou hast walked before

me.
17 And now, Lord, the God of Israel,

let thy word be verified, which thou hast

spoken unto thy servant, unto David.

18 For, in truth, Avill God then dwell with

men on the earth? behold, the heavens and
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee

:

how much less then this house that I have
built!

19 Yet wilt thou turn thy regard unto the

prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication,

Lord my God, to listen unto the entreaty

and the prayer which thy servant prayeth
before thee;

20 That thy eyes may be open toward this

house day and night, toward the place of

which thou hast said that thou wouldest put
thy name there; that thou ma3-est listen unto
the prayer which thy servant will pray at

this place.

21 And listen thou to the supplications of

thy servant, and of thy people Israel, which
they will pray at this place : and oh, do thou
hear from thy dwelling-place, from heaven;
and hear, and forgive.

22 If any man trespass against his neigh-

bour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause

him to swear, and the oath come before thy
altar in this house

:

23 Then do thou hear from heaven, and
act, and judge thy servants, by requiting the

wicked, to bring his way upon his own head;

and by justifying the righteous, to give him
according to his righteousness.

24 T[ And if thy people Israel be struck

down before the enemy, because they have
sinned against thee, and they return and con-

fess thy name, and pray, and make supplica-

tion before thee in this house:

25 Then do thou hear from heaven, and
forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and cause

them to return unto the land which thou hast

given to them and to their fathei's.

26 *\\ When the heavens be shut up, and
there be no rain, because they have sinned

against thee, and tliey pray toward this place,

and confess thy name, and turn from their

sin, because thou hast alllicted them:
27 Then do thou hear from heaven, and

forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy
people Isr.ael, for thou wilt direct them unto

the good way, wherein they should walk; and
give then rain upon thy land, which thou

hast given unto thy people for an inheritance.

28 ^[ If there be finnine in the land, if

there be pestilence, blasting, or mildew, if

there be locusts, or caterpillars; if their

enemies besiege them in their land, in their

gates; at whatsoever plague, and at what-

soever sickness;
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29 What praj^er and what supplication

soever be made by any man, or by all thy
people Israel, when they shall be conscious

every man of his plague and his pain, and
he then spread forth his hands toward this

house

:

30 Then do thou hear from heaven the

place of thy dwelling, and forgive, and give

to every man in accordance with all his ways,
as thou mayest know his heart; for thou,

thyself alone, knowest the heart of the chil-

dren of men;
31 In order that they may fear thee, to

walk in thy ways, all the days that they live

on the face of the land which thou hast given
unto our fathers.

32 ^ But also to the stranger, who is not
of thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far-

off country for the sake of thy great name,
and of thy mighty hand, and of thy out-

stretched arm,—if they come and pray in this

house,

—

33 Mayest thou Likewise listen from the

heavens, from the place of thy dwelling, and
do according to all that the stranger will call

on thee for; in order that all people of the

earth may know thy name, both to fear thee,

as do thy people Israel, and to understand
that this house, which I have built, is called

by thy name.
34 ][ If thy people go out to battle against

their enemies on the way on which thou
mayest send them, and they do pray unto

thee in the direction of this city which thou
hast chosen, and of the house that I have
built unto thy name:

35 Then hear thou from heaven their

prayer and their supplication, and procure

them justice.

36 If they sin against thee,—for thei'e is

no man that may not sin,—and thou be angry
with them, and give them up before the ene-

mies, so that their captors carry them away
captive unto a land far off or near

;

37 And if they then take it to their heart

in the land whither they have been carried

captive, and repent and make supplication

vmto thee in the land of their captivity, say-

ing, We have sinned, we have committed ini-

quity, and have acted wickedly;

38 And they return unto thee Avith all

their heart and with all their soul in the

land of their captivity, whither they have

been carried captive, and they pray in the

direction of their land, which thou hast given

unto their fathers, and of the city which thou

hast chosen, and toward the house which I

have built unto thy name

:

39 Then hear thou from the heavens, from
the place of thy dwelling, their prayer and
their supplications, and procure them justice,

and forgive thy people for what they have
sinned against thee.

40 Now, my God, let, I l^eseech thee, thy
eyes be open, and thy ears attentive unto the

IDrayer on this place.

41 And now arise, Lord God, unto
thy resting-place, thou, and the ark of thy
strength ; let thy priests, Lord God, clothe

themselves with salvation, and let thy pious

servants rejoice in happiness.

42 Lord God, turn not away the face of

thy anointed : remember the pious deeds of

David thy servant.

CHAPTER VII.

1 T[ And when Solomon had made an end
of praying, a fire came down from heaven,

and consumed the burntroffering and the

sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled

the house.

2 And the priests were not able to enter

into the house of the Lord; because the glory

of the Lord had filled the Lord's house.

3 And all the children of Israel were look-

ing on as the fire came down, and the glory

of the Lord (was resting) upon the hou.se ; and
they kneeled down with their faces to the

ground upon the pavement, and prostrated

themselves, and gave thanks unto the Lord,

for he is good; because unto everlasting en-

dureth his kindness.

4 And the king and all the people ofiercd

sacrifices before the Lord.

5 And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of

twenty and two thousand oxen, and a hun-

dred and twenty thousand sheep: and so

they dedicated the house of God, the king

and all the people.

6 And the priests were standing on their

stations, and the Levites with the instruments

of the music of the Lord, which king David
had made to give thanks unto the Lord,

because unto everlasting endureth his kind-

ness, with the song of praise of David in

their hand; and the priests blew the trum-
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pets opposite to them, and all Israel were

standing.

7 TJ
And Solomon hallowed the interior

of the court that was before the house of the

LoKU; for he prepared there the l)urnt-ofler-

ings, and the fat of the peace-offerings; be-

cause the copper altar which Solomon had

made was not able to contain the burnt-offer-

ings, and the meatrofferings, and the fat.

8 And Solomon held the feast at that time

seven days, and all Israel with him, a very

great assembly, from the entrance of Chamath
unto the river of Egypt.

9 And they held on the eighth day a

solemn assembly; for the dedication of the

altar they held seven days, and the feast

seven days.

10 Tf And on the three-and-twentieth day

of the seventh month he dismissed the people

unto their tents, joyful and glad of heart be-

cause of the good that the Lord had done for

David, and for Solomon, and for Israel his

people.

11 Thus did Solomon complete the house

of the Lord, and the king's house; and (in)

all that came into Solomon's heart to make
in the house of the Lord, and in his own
house, he prospered.

12 ^ Tlien appeared the Lord to Solomon

during the night, and said unto him, I have

heard thy prayer, and I have made choice of

this place for myself as a house of sacrifice.

1.^ If I shut up the heavens that there be

no rain, or if I give a charge to the locusts

to devour off the land, or if I send a pesti-

lence among my people

;

14 And if my people, over whom my name
is called, do then humble themselves, and

])ray, and seek my presence, and turn away
from their evil ways: then will I also hear

from heaven, and I Avill forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.

15 Now, my eyes shall be open, and my
ears attentive unto the prayer on this place.

16 And now I have chosen and hallowed

this house, that my name may be there for

ever; and my eyes and my heart shall be

there at all times.

17 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk be-

fore me, as David thy father walked, so a.s to

do in accordance with all that I have com-
manded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and
my ordinances

:

680

I 18 Then will I establish the throne of thy
kingdom, just as I have covenanted with
David thy father, saying. There shall never

fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel.

19 But if ye will indeed turn away, and
forsake my statutes and my commandments,
which I have set before you, and will go and
serve other gods, and boAv down to them

:

20 Then will I pluck them up out of my
land which I have given unto them; and this

house, which I have hallowed for my name,
will I cast away from my sight, and I w-ill

render it to be for a proverb and for a by-word

among all the nations.

21 And this house, which hath been so

exalted, shall become an astonishment to

every one that passeth by it; so that he will

say. Why hath the Lord done thus unto tliis

land, and unto this house?

22 And men shall then say, For the

cause that they forsook the Lord the God of

their fathers, who had brought them forth

out of the land of Egypt, and they took

hold of other gods, and bowed down to

them, and served them; therefoi'e hath he

brought upon them all this evil.

CHAPTER VIII.

1 ^ And it came to pass at the end of

twenty years, when Solomon had built the

house of the Lord, and his oAvn house,

2 That (as rcgardeth) the cities Avhich

Churam had restored to Solomon, Solomon
built them, and caused the children of Israel

to dwell there.

3 And Solomon went to Chamath-zobah,

and prevailed against it.

4 And he built Thadmor in the wilder-

ness, and all the treasure-cities, which he

built in Chamath.
5 And he built the upper Beth-choron, and

the lower Beth-choron, fortified cities, with

walls, gates, and l)ars;

G And Ba'alath, and all the treasure-cities

that Solomon had, and all the cities for cha-

riots, and the cities for horsemen, and all the

(other) desire of Solomon which he desired

to build in Jerusalem, and in the Lebanon,

and throughout all the land of his dominion.

7 All tlie people that were left of the Hit-

tites, and the Emoritcs, and the Perizzites,

and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were

not of Israel,
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8 Out of their children, who were left after

them in the land, whom the children of Israel

had not destroyed—these did Solomon levy

as tributary (labourers) until this day.

9 Yet of the children of Israel did Solo-

mon make no bondmen for his work; but

they were men of war, and chiefs of his cap-

tains, and officers of his chariots and of his

hoi'semen.

10 And these were the chiefs of the super-

intendents whom king Solomon had, (even)

two hundred and fifty, who ruled over the

people.
j

1

1

And the daughter of Pharaoh did Solo-

mon bring up out of the city of David unto

the house that he had built for her; for he

said. No wife of mine shall dwell in a house

of David the king of Israel, because they are

holy, because there came (once) unto them

the ark of the Lord.

12 If
Then did Solomon offer burntrofier-

ings unto the Lord on the altar of the Lord,

which he had built before the porch,

13 Even according to what was the due of

(every) day on its day, offering according to

the commandment of Moses, on the sabbaths,

and on the new-moons, and on the stated

festivals, three times in tlie year, on the feast

of unleavened bread, and on the feast of

weeks, and on the feast of tabernacles.

14 And he stationed, according to the pre-

scription of David his father, the divisions of

the priests at their service, and the Levitcs

at their stations, to praise and minister next

to the priests, in the requirement of every

day on its day, and the gatekeepers in their

divisions at every gate; for so w\as the charge

of David the man of God.

15 And they departed not from the charge

of the king concerning the priests and Le-

vites respecting every niattei', and respecting

the treasuries.

16 And (so) was all the work of Solomon

successful from'' the day of founding the

house of the Lord, even until it was finished.

(So) was perfected the house of the Lord.

17 Tl Then went Solomon to 'Ezyon-geber,

and to Eloth, at the sea-shore in the land of

Edom.
18 And Churam sent him by means of his

» Rashi. Zunz, "from the day of founding—till he

had quite completed the house of the Lord."

servants ship.s, and servants that had know-

ledge of the sea; and they went witli the ser-

vants of Solomon to Ophir, and they fetched

away thence four hundred and fifty talents of

gold, and brought the same to king Solomon.

CHAPTER IX.

1 ^ And when the queen of Sheba heard

of the fame of Solomon, she came to prove

Solomon with riddles at Jerusalem, with a

very great train, and with camels bearing

spices, and gold in abundance, and precious

stones : and Avhen she was come to Solomon,

she spoke with him of all that was on her

heart.

2 And Solomon solved for her all her ques-

tions; and there was nothing hidden from

Solomon which he did not tell her.

3 And when the queen of Sheba saw the

wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he

had built,

4 And the food of his table, and the sitting

of his servants, and the attendance of his

ministers, and their apparel, and his cup-

bearers, and their apparel; and his ascent

by which he went up into the house of the

Lord: there was no more spirit in her.

5 And she said to the king, The truth

(only) was the word that I heard in my own
land of thy acts, and of thy wisdom.

6 And I believed not in their words, until

j

I came, and my eyes saw (all) : and, behold,

the one-half of the greatness of thy wisdom

hath not been told me ; thou exccUest the re-

port which I have heard.

7 Happy are thy men, and happy are

these thy servants, who stand before thcc

continually, and hear thy wisdom.

8 Blessed be the Lord thy God, who hath

had delight in thee to place thee on his

throne, as a king for the Lord thy God ; be-

cause thy God loved Israel, to sustain them

for ever, therefore hath he placed thee over

them as king, to exercise justice and righte-

ousness.

9 And she gave to the king one hundred

and twenty talents of gold, and spices in

great abundance, and precious stones: and

there never were any such spices as those

which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solo-

mon.
10 And also the servants of Churam, and

the servants of Solomon, who brought gold
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from Ophir, brought sandal-trees and precious
\

stones.

1

1

And the king made of the sandal-trees

step.s" for the house of the Lokd, and for the

king's palace, and harps and psalteries for

singei-s: and there Avere never seen the like!

of them before in the land of Judah. !

12 And king Solomon gave unto the queen

of Sheba all her pleasure, whatsoever she

asked, beside (a return for) that which she

had brought unto the king. And she turned

about and went away to her own country,

she and her servants.

13 ^ Now the weight of gold that came to

Solomon in one year was six hundred andj

sixty and six talents of gold

;

j

14 Besides what the travelling tradesmen
and the merchants brought. And all the

kings of Arabia and the governors of the

country brought gold and silver to Solo-

mon.
15 And king Solomon made two hundred

targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels

of beaten gold he used for each one target.

IG And (he made) three hundred shields

of beaten gold ; three hundred shekels of gold

he used for each one shield: and the kuig
put them in the house of the forest of Leba-

non.

17 The king also made a gi-eat throne of

ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.

18 And the throne had six steps, with a

footstool of gold, fastened into the throne;

and there were arms on either side, in the

place of the seat; and two lions stood beside

the arms;

19 And twelve lions stood there upon the

six steps on both sides: there was not the

like made in any kingdom.
20 And all king Solomon's drinking ves-

sels were of gold, and all the vessels of the

house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure

gold; no silver was valued in the days of

Solomon at the least.

21 For the king's ships went to Tharshish
with the servants of Churam: once in three

years the Tharshish-ships used to come home
laden with gold, and silver, ivory, and apes,

and peacocks.

22 And king Solomon became greater than

* In 1 Kings X. 12, wc read "a railing," whence it is

probable that it means here the same on the stairs.
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all the kings of the earth for riches and wi.s-

dom.
23 And all the kings of the earth .sought

the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom,
which God had put in his heart.

24 And they brought every man Jiis pre-

sent, vessels of silver, and ves.sels of gold, and
garments, armour, and spices, horses, and
mules; (and) so year by year.

25 ^ And Solomon had four thousand

stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve

thousand horsemen, whom he quartered in

the cities for chariots, and near the king at

Jerusalem.

2G And he was ruling over all the kings

from the river even unto the land of the

Philistines, and as far as the boundary of

Egypt.

27 And the king rendered silver in Jeru-

salem like stones, and the cedar-trees he ren-

dered like the sycamore-trees that are in the

lowlands, for abundance.

28 And men were bringing out horses for

Solomon from Egypt, and from all lands.

29 And the remainder of the acts of Solo-

mon, the first and the last, behold, they are

written in the history of Nathan the prophet,

and in the prophecy of Achiyah the Shilonite,

and in the visions of Ye'do the seer concern-

ing Jerobo'am the son of Nebat.

30 And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem

over all Israel forty years.

31 And Solomon slept with his fathers,

and they buried him in the city of David his

ftither: and Eehobo'am his son became king

in his stead.

CHAPTER X.

1 ^ And Eehobo'am Avent to Shcchem;

for to Shechem were all Israel come to make
him king.

2 And it canio to pass, when Jerobo'am

the son of Nebat heard of it. lor he was in

Egypt, whither he had lle<l from the presence

of king Solomon, that Jerobo'am returned out

of Egypt.

3 And they sent and called him; and so

came Jerobo'am with all Israel and spoke to

RehoiK)'am, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke hard; but

now do thou make lighter the hard service

of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he

put upon us, and we will serve thee.



2 CHRONICLES X. XI.

5 And he said unto them, After but three

daj'S then return unto me. And the people

went away.
G Then consulted king Rehobo'am with

the old men that had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, saying. How do
you advise that I should give an answer to

this people?

7 And they spoke unto him, saying, If

thou wilt be kind to this people, and please

them, and speak to them good words: then
Avill they be servants unto thee for all times.

8 But he forsook the counsel which the

old men had given him, and consulted with

the young men that were grown up with
him, and who stood before him.

9 And he said unto them, How do you
counsel how we should give an answer to

this people, who have spoken to me, saying,

Make lighter the yoke which thy father did

put upon us?

10 Then spoke with him the young men
that were grown up with him, saying, Thus
must thou say unto the people that have
spoken unto thee, saying, Thy father made
our yoke heavy, but do thou make it lighter

unto us ; thus must thou say unto them. My
little finger is thicker than my father's loins.

11 And now (if) my father hath burdened

you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your

yoke
;

(if) my father hath chastised you with

whips, then will I (do it) with scorpion-

thorns.

12 When now Jerobo'am and all the peo-

ple came to Rehobo'am on the third day, as

the king had spoken, saying. Return to me
on the third day:

13 The king answered them harshly; and

king Rehobo'am forsook the counsel of the

old men;
14 And he spoke to them after the counsel

of the young men, saying. My iather made
your yoke heavy, and I will add thereto ; my
Aither chastised you with whips, but I will

(do it) with scorpion-thorns.

15 And the king hearkened not unto the

people; for it was so brought about from

God, in order that the Lord might fulfil his

word, which he had spoken by means of

Achiyahu the Shilonite unto Jerobo'am the

son of Nebat.

16 So when all Israel saw that the king

hearkened not unto them, the people answer-

ed the king, saying, What portion have we
in David? nor liave we an inheritance in the
son of Jesse : every man to your tents, O Is-

rael; now, see to thy own house, David. So
did all Israel go to their tents.

17 But as lor the people of Israel who
dwelt in the cities of Judah, over them did

Rehobo'am reign.

18 ][ Then sent king Rehobo'am Hadoram
who was over the tribute; but the children

of Israel stoned him with stones, that he
died. Therefore king Rehobo'am made speed

with his might to get upon his chariot, to flee

to Jerusalem.

19 T[ So did Israel rebel against the hou.se

of David unto this day.

CHAPTER XI.

1 And when Rehobo'am Avas come to Jeru-

salem, he assembled the hou.se of Judah and
Benjamin a hundred and eighty thousand

chosen men, warriors, to fight against Israel,

to bring back the kingdom again to Relio-

bo'am.

2 ^ But the word of the Lord came unto

Shema'yahu the man of God, saying,

3 Say unto Rehobo'am the son of Solomon,

the king of Judah, and unto all Israel in

Judah and Benjamin, saying,

4 Thus hath said the Lord, Ye .shall not

go up, nor fight with your brethren : return

every man to his house; for from me hath

this thing been brought about. And they

hearkened to the words of the Lord, and re-

turned from going against Jerobo'am.

5 Tf And Rehobo'am dwelt in Jerusalem,

and built cities as fortresses in Judah.

6 He built, namel}', Beth-lechem. and

'Etam, and Thekoa

,

7 And Beth-zur, and Socho, and 'AduUam,

8 And Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph,

9 And Adorayim and Lachish, and 'A/.e-

kah,

10 And Zor'ah, and Ayalon, and Hebron,

which are in Judah and in Benjamin, fortified

cities.

11 And he strengthened the strong-holds,

and put commanders in them, and stores of

food, and oil and wiue;

12 And in each and every city (he placed)

shields, and spears, and made them exceed-

ingly strong; and thus remained with him

Judah and Benjamin.
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13 T[ And the priests and the Levites that

were in all Israel presented themselves to

him out of all their territory.

14 For the Levites left their open districts

and their po.^^session, and went to Judah and

Jerusalem; because Jerobo'am and his sons

cast them oft' from executing the priest's office

unto the Lord,

15 And (because) he ordained for himself

priests for the high-places, and for the evil

spirits, and for the calves which he had
made.

IG And after them (came) out of all the

tribes of Israel such as directed their heart to

seek the Lord the God of Israel ; these came
to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord, the

God of their fathers.

17 And they strengthened the kingdom of

Judah, and brought power to Rehobo'am the

son of Solomon, during three years ; for they

walked in the way of David and Solomon
during three years.

18 ^[ And Rehobo'am took himself as wife

Maclialath the daughter of Jerimoth the son

of David, (and) Abichayil the daughter of

Eliab the son of Jesse;

19 And she bore to him sons: Je'ush, and
Shamaryah, and Zaham.

20 And after her did he take Ma'achah the

daughter of Ab.shalom; and she bore to him
Abiyah, and 'Attai, and Ziza, and Shelomith.

21 And Rehobo'am loved Ma'achah the

daughter of Abshalom more than all his

wives and his concubines; for he had taken

eighteen wives, and sixt}' concubines; and
he begat twenty and eight sons, and sixty

daughters.

. 22 And Rehobo'am appointed Abiyah the

son of ^la'achah to be the chief, to be ruler

among his brethren; because (he desired) to

make him king.

23 And lie dealt understandingly, and dis-

persed all his children throughout all tlie

countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto all

the fortified cities; and he gave them food in

abundance; and he required (for them) a

multitude of wives.

CHAPTER xn.
1 And it came to pass, when Rehobo'am

had established the kingdom, and when he
had become strong, that he forsook the law
of the Loud, and all Israel with him.
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2 ^ And it came to pass in the fifth year
of king Rehobo'am, that Shishak the king of
Egypt came up against Jerusalem; because
they had acted faithlessly against the Lord,

3 With twelve hundred chariots, and sixty

thousand horsemen : and innumerable were
the people that came with him out of Egypt
—the Lubim, the Sukkiyim, and the Ethi-

opians.

4 And he captured the fortified cities

which pertained to Judah, and he came as far

as Jerusalem.

5 T[ And Shem'ayah the prophet came to

Rehobo'am, and the princes of Judah, that

were gathered together to Jerusalem because

of Shishak, and said unto them. Thus hath
said the Lord, Ye have indeed forsaken me,
and therefore have I also relinquished you
into the hand of Shishak.

G Whereupon the princes of Israel and
the king humbled themselves; and the}- said,

The Lord is righteous.

7 And when the Lord saw that they had
humbled themselves, came the word of the

Lord to Shem'ayah, saying. They have hum-
bled themselves; I will not destroy them;
but I will permit some little to escape from
them; and my avrath shall not be poured out

over Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.

8 However they shall be servants unto

him, and they shall know my service, and
the service of the kingdoms of the (variou.s)

countries.

9 ^f And so came up Shishak the king of

Egypt against Jerusalem, and he took away
the treasures of the hou.se of the Lord, and
the treasures of the king's house; everything
did he take away; and he took awa}- the

shields of gold which Solomon had made.
10 And king Rehobo'am made in their

stead shields of copper, and connnitted them
for keeping into the hand of the chiefs of the

runners, who kept guard at the door of the

king's hou.se.

11 And it happened whenever the king

went into the house of the Lord, that the

runners came and bore them, and carried

them biick into the apartment of the runners.

12 And when he had humbled himself, the

wrath of the Lord turned from him, so that

he destroyed him not to make an end (of

him) : and also in Judah were some good

things (found).
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1.3 Tl And king Rehobo'am strengthened

himself in Jerusalem, and reigned; for Reho-
bo'am was one and forty years old when he
became king, and seven years did he reign in

Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put
his name there. And his mother's name was
Na'amah the 'Ammonitess.

14 And he did evil, because he directed

not his heart to seek the Lord.

15^ And the acts of Rehobo'am, the first

and the last, behold, (they) are written in

the book of Shem'ayah the prophet, and of

'Iddo the seer concerning the genealogies.

And the wars of Rehobo'am and Jerobo'am
(lasted) all the days.

16 And Rehobo'am slept with his fathers,

and was buried in the city of David; and
Abiyah his son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER Xin.

1 ^ In the eighteenth year of king Jero-

bo'am became Abiyah king over Judah.
2 Three 3'ears he reigned in Jerusalem;

and his mother's name was Michayahu the

daughter of Uriel of Gib'ah. And there was
war between Abi3'ah and Jerobo'am.

3 And Abiyah joined the battle with an

army of valiant men of war, even of four

hundred thousand chosen men: Jerobo'am

also set the battle in array against him with

eight hundred thousand chosen men, being

mighty men of valour.

4 ^ And Abiyah stood up above mount
Zemarayim, which is in the mountain of

Ephraim, and said, Hear me, Jerobo'am,

and all Israel;

5 Ought ye not to know that the Lord the

God of Israel hath given the kingdom over

Israel to Da\'id for eternity, yea, to him and

to his sons by a covenant of salt?

6 But there rose up Jerobo'am the son

of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of

David, and rebelled against his lord.

7 T[ And there were gathered unto him idle

men, worthless persons, and put themselves

in violent resistance against Rehobo'am the

son of Solomon ; while Rehobo'am was young
and tender hearted, and could not sustain

himself before them.

8 And now ye think to sustain yourselves

before the kingdom of the Lord in the hand

of the sons of David; and ye are a great mul-
5 V

titude, and with you are golden calves, which
Jerobo'am hath made for you as gods.

9 Have ye not cast out the priests of the
Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levite.s,

and have made yourselves priests like the

nations of the (various) lands? so that who-
soever Cometh to consecrate him.self with a

young bullock and seven rams can become
a priest to things that are no gods?

10 But as for us, the Lord is our God, and
we have not forsaken him; and the priests,

who minister unto the Lord, are the .sons of

Aaron, and the Levites are at their (appoint-

ed) work;
11 And they burn unto the Lord burnt-

offerings every morning and every evening

and incense of sweet spices; and the rows of

the show-bread (do they place) upon the

pure table; and there is the candlestick of

gold with its lamps, to light the same every

evening; for we keep the charge of the Lord
our God, while ye have truly forsaken him.

12 And, behold, with us at our head is

the (true) God, with his priests Avith trum-

pets for blowing the alarm, to sound an alarm

against you. children of Israel, do not

fight against the Lord the God of your
fathers ; for ye will not prosper.

13 But Jerobo'am caused an ambush to

come around behind them: so they them-

selves were before Judah, and the ambush
was behind them.

14 And when Judali turned round, behold,

they had the battle before and behind: and

they cried unto the Lord, and the priests

blew with the trumpets.

15 And then gave the men of Judah a

shout: and it came to pass, as tlie men of

Judah shouted, that God struck down Jei-o-

bo'am and all Israel before Abiyah and Ju-

dah.

16 And the children of Israel fled from

before Judah ; and God gave them up into

their hand.

17 And Abiyah and his people smote them

with a great defeat; and there fell down slain

of Israel five hundred thousand cho.sen men.

18 Thus were the children of Israel hum-
bled at that time; and the children of Judah
became powerful, because they relied upon

the Lord the God of their fathers.

19 And Abiyah made pursuit after Jero-

bo'am, and captured cities from him, Bethel
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with its villages, and Jeshaiiah with its vil-

lages, and 'Ephrayin with its villages.

20 And .Jenj})o'am did not recover strength

again in the days of Abiyahu: and the Lord
struck him, and he died.

21 ^] But Abiyahu became strong, and he
took himself fourteen wives, and begat twenty
and two sons, and sixteen daughters.

22 And the rest of the acts of Abiyah, and
his ways, and his speeches, are written in the

writing of the prophet 'Iddo.

2^^° And Abiyah slept with his fathers,

and they buried him in the city of David;
and Assa his son became king in his stead.

In his days the land had repo.se ten years.

CHAPTER XIV.

1 ^ And Assa did what is good and right

in the eyes of the Lord his God.

2 And he removed the altars of the strange

(gods), and the high-places, and broke up the

statues, and cut down the groves;
.'5 And he ordered Judah to .seek the Lord

the God of their fathers, and to execute the

law and the commandment.
4 Also he removed out of all the cities of

Judah the high-places and the sun-images;

and the kingdom had repo.se before him.

5 And he built fortilied cities in Judah;
for the land had repose, and no one had war
with him in tho.se years; because the Lord
had given him rest.

G Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us

build these cities, and surround them with
walls, and towers, gates, and bars; the land

is yet before us ; because we have sought the

Lord our God, we have sought him, and he
hath given rest on every side. So they built

and prospered.

7 ^\ And Assa had an army that bore tar-

gets and .spears, out of Judah three hundred
thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bore

shields .and drew the bow, two hundred and
eighty thousand : all the.se were mighty men
of valour.

8 And there came out against them Zerach
the Pjthiopian with an army of a thousand
times thousand, and three hundred chariots;

and he came as far as Mareshah.
U Then went Ausa out against him, and

* Tlic EngliHli version commonccs here cliapter xiv.
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they set themselves in battle-array in the

valley of Zephathah near Mareshah.
10 And Assa called unto the Lord his

God, and said. Lord, nothing can hinder thee

to help, whether it be the mighty, or those

that have no power: help us, LeRD our
God ; for on thee do we rely, and in thy name
are we come against this multitude. O Lord,

thou art our God ! no mortal can place a re-

straint against thee.

11 Thereupon did the Lord strike down
the Ethiopians before Assa, and before Ju-

dah; and the Ethiopians tied.

12 And Assa and the people that were with

him pursued them as far as Gerar: and there

fell of the Ethiopians (so man3'), that they

could not recover themselves; for they were
broken down before the IjORD, and belbre his

camp; and they carried away exceedingly

much booty.

13 And they smote all the cities round
about Gerar; ibr the dread of the Lord was
upon them: and they plundered all the cities;

for abundant spoil was in them.

14 And also the tents of (the owners of)

cattle did they smite, and they carried away
.sheep in abundance, and camels, and returned

to .Terusaleni.

CHAPTER XV.

1 And as for 'Azaryahu the .son of 'Oded

—on him came the spirit of God;
2 And he went out to meet Assa, and said

unto him, Hear me, Assa, and all Judah
and Benjamin, The Lord is with you, while

ye remain with him; and if ye seek him, he
will let himself be found by you; but if ye
forsake him, he will forsake you.

o \\ And many days (had elapsed) for

Israel, (they being) without the true God,
and without a teaching priest, and without

law.

4 But they returned when they were in

distress unto the Lord, the God of Israel, and
they sought him, and he let himself be found

by them.

5 And in those times there was no peace

to him that went out, and to him that came
in; but there were great confusions among all

the inh.'ibitants of the coinitries.

G And nation was dashed to pieces against

nation, and city against city; for God did

confound them with all kind of distress.
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7 But as for you, be ye strong, and let not
your hands be weak; tor there is a reward
for your doing.

8 *\\ And when Assa heard thef^e words,
and the projjhecy of 'Oded the prophet, he
was strengthened, and he put away the

abominable idols out of all the land of.ludah

and Benjamin, and out of the eities which he
had captured from the mountain of Ephraim;
and he renewed the altar of the Loud, that

was belbre tlie poi-ch of the Lord.

9 And he assembled all Judah and Benja-

min, and those that sojourned with them out
of Ephraim and Menasseh, and out of Simeon;
lor they had joined him out of Israel in abun-
dance, when they saw that the Lukd his (Jod

was with him.

10 ^ And so they assembled themselves
at Jerusalem in the third month, in the

fifteenth 3'ear of the reign of Assa.

11 And they sacrificed unto the Loud on
the same day, of the booty which they liad

brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thou-

sand sheep.

12 And they entered into the covenant to

seek the Louu the God of their fathers with
all their heart and with all their soul;

1;^ So that whosoever would not seek the

LoKiJ the God of Israel should bo put to

death, from the small even up to the great,

whether it be man or woman.
14 And they swore unto the Lord with a

loud voice, and Avith (joyful) shouting, and
with trumpets, and with cornets.

10 And all Judah njoiced because of the

oath; tor with all their heart had they sworn,

and with their whole desire did they seek

him, and he let himself be found by thinu;

and the Loud gave them rest on every side.

16 And also concerning Ma'achah the

mother of king Assa, he removed her from

being <pieen, because she had made a scan-

dalous image for the grove; and Assa cut

down her scandalous image, and had it

ground up, and burnt it by the brook Ki-

dron.

17 But tlie high-places were not removed
out of Isniel ; nevertheless the heart of Assa
was entire all his days.

18 And he brought the things which his

father had sanctified, and liis own sanctified

things, into the hou.se of God,—silver, and

gold, and vessels.

19 And there was no war until the five-

and-thirtieth year of the reign of Assa.

CHAPTER XVI.
1

Tl
In the six-and-thirtieth year of the

reign of Assa, came up Ba'sha the king of Is-

rael against Judah, and I)uilt Raniali, in order
not to suffer any one to go out or come in to

Assa the king (jf Judah.

2 Then ditl Assa bring out silver and gold

out of the treasures of the house of the LoKi)

and of the king's house, and sent (them) to

Beii-hadad the king of Syria, who dwelt at

Damascus, saying,

ii A covenant is between me and thee, iw

between my father and thy father: behold, I

have sent unto thee silver and gold; go, break

thy covenant with Ba'sha the king of Israel,

that he may withdraw from me.
4 And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king

Assa, and sent the captains of the armies
that he had against the cities of Israel; and
they smote 'lyon, and Dan, and Abel-mayim,
and all the treasure-cities of Naphtali.

5 And it came to i)ass, when Ba'sha heard

this, that he left off the building of Ramaii,

and stopped his work.

G ^1 And king Assa took then all Judah;

and they carried away the stones of Kaiuah,

and its timber, wherewith Ba'sha had built;

and he built tlierewitii Geba' and Mizpah.

7 ^1 And at that time; came Chanani the

seer to Assa the king of Judali, and said inito

him. Because! thou hast relied on the king of

Syria, and hast not relied on the Loud thy

(lod, therefore is the army of the king of

Syria escaped out of thy hands.

8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim
a numerous army, witli cliariots and horse-

men in great abundances? yet, Ix'cause thou

didst rely on the Loud. Ik; gave thi-m up into

tiiy hand.

9 For as regardeth the Loud, his eyes roam
throughout the whole earth, to hold strongly

with those whose heart is entire toward

him; thou hast done foolishly for this reiuson,

because from this time forth there will be

wars with the<!.

10 Then became Assa incensed toward the

seiir, and put him in a prison-house; for he

was in a nige with him because of this. And
Assa oppressed some of tiie people at the

same time.
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11 And. behold, the acts of Assa the first

and the last, lo, they are written in the book

of the kings of Judah and Israel.

12 ^[ And Assa became sick in the thirty-

and-ninth year of his reign in his feet, his

disease being exceedingly severe : yet even in

his disease he sought not to the Lord, but

(applied) to the physicians.

13 And Assa slept with his fathers, and
died in the one-and-fortieth year of his reign.

14 And they buried him in his own sepul-

chres, which he had dug for himself in the

city of David, and they laid him in the couch
which was filled with sweet odours, and
divers kinds of spices mixed by the apothe-

cary's art ; and they made for him a burning
uncommonly great.

CHAPTER XVII.

1 ^ And Jehoshaphat his son became
king in his stead, and strengthened himself

against Israel.

2 And he placed forces in all the fortified

cities of Judah, and placed garrisons in the

land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim,
which Assa his father had captured.

3 And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat,
because he walked in the first wa3s of David
his father, and sought not after the Ba'alim;

4 On the contrary, after the God of his

father did he seek, and in his commandments
did he walk, but not after the doings of Israel.

5 Therefore did the Lord establish the

kingdom in his hand; and all Judah gave
present.s to Jehoshaphat; and he had riches

and honour in abundance.

6 And his heart raised itself up in the

ways of the Lord; and he removed moreover
the high-places and groves out of Judah.

7 ^ And in the third year of his reign he
sent his princes, even Ben-chayil, and 'Oba-

diah, and Zoohariah, and Nethancl, and Mi-
chayjihii, to teach in the cities of Judah.

S And with them were the Levites, Shema'-
yahu, and Nctlianyabu, and Zcbadyahu, and
'Assahel, and Shemirauioth, and Jehonathan,
and Adoniyahu, and Tobij^ahu. and Tol>-

adoniyah. the Levites; and with them Eli-

shama' and Jehoram, the priests.

And they taught in Judah, and with
them was the book of the law of the Lord,
and tliey moved about through all the cities

of Judah, and taught the people.

10 And the dread of the Lord was upon
all the kingdoms of the lands that were round
about Judah, so that they made no war with
Jehoshaphat.

11 Also from the Philistines did people

bring unto Jehoshaphat presents, and. silver

as tribute; also the Arabians bi'ought him
small cattle, rams seven thousand and seven
hundred, and he-goats seven thousand and
seven hundred.

12 ^ And Jehoshaphat went on becoming
exceedingly great: and he built in Judah
castles and treasure-cities.

13 And he had great works in the cities

of Judah, and men of war, mighty in A'alour,

in Jerusalem.

14 ^f And these are their numbers accord-

ing to their family divisions: Of Judah, of

the captains of the thousands was 'Adnah the

chief, and with liim Avere mighty men of

valour, three hundred thousand.

15 ^ And next to him was Jehoch;man
the chief, and with him were two hundred
and eighty thousand.

16 And next to him was 'Amassyah the

son of Zichri, who A'oluntarily offered himself

unto the Lord; and with him were tAvo hun-
dred thousand mighty men of valour.

17 And of Benjamin: the mighty valiant

Elyada', and Avith him AAcre those armed Avith

bow and shield tAvo hundred thousand.

18 And next him Avas Jehozabad, and Avith

him Avere one hundred and eighty thousand
ready armed for the host.

19 ^ These Avere those that ministered to the

king, besides those Avhom the king had placed

in the fortified cities throughout all Judah.

CHAPTER XVIII.

1 ^f And Jehoshaphat had riches and
honour in abundance, and he intermarried

Avith Achab.
2 And he AA'cnt doAA'n after (some) years

to Achab to Samaria. And Achab killed for

him sheep and oxen in abundance, and for

the people that Avere Avith him, and persuad-

ed him to go up to Ramoth-gil'ad.

3 Then said Achab the king of Israel unto

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, Wilt thou go

Avith me against Ramoth-gil'ad? And he
said to him, I (avIU be) like thee, and my
people (shall be) as thy people; and Ave Avill

be with thee in the battle.
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4 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of

Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, to-day (first) of

the word of tlie Lord.

5 Then did the king of Israel assemble the

prophets, four hundred men, and said unto

them. Shall we go to Ramoth-gil'ad to battle,

or shall I forbear? And they said. Go up ; and
God will deliver (it) into the hand of the king.

6 And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here

a prophet of the Eternal besides, that we
might inquire of him?

7 And the king of Israel said unto Jeho-

shaphat, There is yet one man, by whom we
may inquire of the Lord; but I hate him;

for he never prophesieth any good concerning

me, but at all times evil : it is Michayhu the

son of Yimla. And Jehoshaphat said. Let

not the king say so.

8 Then called the king of Israel a certain

officer, and said. Hasten hither Michayhu the

son of Yimla.

9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat

the king of Judah were sitting each on his

throne, dressed in their royal garments, and

they were sitting in a threshing-floor at the

entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the

prophets prophesied before them.

10 And Zedekiah the son of Kena'anah

had made himself horns of iron : and he said,

Thus hath said the Lord, With these shalt

thou push the Syrians until thou have made
an end of them.

11 And all the prophets prophesied so,

saying, Go up against Ramoth-gil'ad, and pros-

per; and the Lord avIU deliver it into the

kings hand.

12 And the messenger that went to call

Michayahu spoke to him, saying. Behold, the

words of the prophets are with one voice good

for the king ; so do let thy word, I pray thee,

be like (that of) any one of them, and speak

something good.

13 And Michayhu said. As the Lord liveth,

truly what my God may say, that Avill I speak.

14 And when he was come to the king,

the king said unto him, Michah, shall we go

to Ramoth-gil'ad to battle, or shall I forbear?

And he said. Go ye up, and prosper, and may
they be delivered into your hand.

15 And the king sa'id to him, How many
times yet must I adjure thee that thou shalt

not speak to me any thing but the truth in

the name of the Lord?

16 Then said he, I saw all Israel scattered

over the mountains, as flocks that have not a
shepherd: and the Lord said. These have no
master; let them return every man to hiH

house in peace.

17 And the king of Israel said to Jehosha-
phat, Did I not say unto thee that he would
not prophesy concerning me any good, but
(only) for evil ?

18 ]| And he said. Therefore hear ye the

word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on
his throne, and all the host of heaven stand-

ing on his right and his left.

19 And the Lord said. Who will persuade
Achab the king of Israel, that he may go up
and fall at Ramoth-gil'ad? And one said

—

one saying after this manner, and another

saying after that manner.
20 Then came thei'e forth a spirit, and

placed himself befoi'e the Lord, and said, I

will persuade him. And the Lord said unto

him. Wherewith?
21 And he said, I Avill go forth, and I will

become a lying spirit in the mouth of all his

prophets. And he said, Thou wilt persuade

him, and also prevail : go forth, and do so.

22 And now, behold, the Lord hath put a

lying spirit in the mouth of these tli\- pro-

phets; but the Lord hath spoken evil con-

cerning thee.

23 And Zedekiah the son of Kena'anah
went near, and struck Michayhu on the

cheek, and said. Which is the way the Spirit

of the Lord passed away from me to speak

with thee?

24 And Michayhu said, Behold, thou shalt

see it on that day when thou shalt go into

the innermost chamber to hide thy.self.

25 And the king of Israel said. Take ye

Michayhu, and carry him back unto Anion

the governor of the city, and to Joiish the

king's son;

26 And say ye. Thus hath said the king.

Put this man in the prison, and feed him
with sparing bread and with sparing water,

until I return in peace.

27 And Michayhu said. If thou return at

all in peace, then hath the Lord not spoken

through me. And he said, Hear it, all ye

nations

!

28 ^ And the king of Israel went up with

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah to Ramoth-

gil'ad.^
989



2 CHRONICLES XVIII. XIX. XX.

29 And tlie king of Israel said unto Jelio-

sliaphat, I will disguise myself, and enter into

the battle ; but do thou put on thy royal gar-

ments. And the king of Israel disguised him-

self, and they went into the battle.

30 And the king of S^ria had commanded
the captains of the chariots that he had,

saying, Fight ye not with the small or with

the great, save only with the king of Israel

alone.

31 And it came to pass, when the captains

of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they

said, This is the king of Israel. And they

encompassed him to fight; and Jehoshaphat

cried out, and the Lord helped him; and
God induced them to go away from him.

32 And it came to pass, Avhen the cap-

tains of the chariots perceived that it was
not the king of Israel, that they turned back

from following him.

33 But a certain man drew his bow at a

venture, and struck the king of Israel between
the joints and the armour: wherefore he said

to the chariot-driver, Turn about, and carry

me out of the camp ; for I am wounded.
34 And the battle increased on that day;

and tlie king of Israel stayed (himself) up in

the chariot against the Syrians until the even-

ing: and he died at the time of the sun's go-

ing down.

CHAPTER XIX.

1 ^ And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah
returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem.

2 And there came out to meet him Jehu
tlie son of Chanani the seer, and said to king

Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the wicked,

and love those that hate the Lord? and be-

cause of this there is wrath over thee from
before the Lord.

3 Nevertheless there are good things found

on thee; l)ecause thou hast removed the

A.sheroth out of the land, and hast directed

thy heart firmly to seek God.

4 ^ And Jehoshaphat remained at Jerusa-

lem; l)ut he went out again through the peo-

ple i'rom Becr-sheba' as far as the mountain
of Ephraim. and caused them to return unto

the I>OKD the God of tlieir fathers.

And he appointed judges in the land in

all the fortified cities of Judah, in city by
city;

G And he said to the judges. Look (well)

at what ye are doing; because not for inan

are ye to judge, but for the Lord, who is with
you in pronouncing judgment.

7 And now let the dread of the Lord be

upon you; take heed and act; for with the

Lord our God there is no injustice, Hor re-

spect for persons, nor taking of bribes.

8 But also in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat
appoint some of the Levites, and the priests,

and of the chiefs of the famil}' divisions of Is-

rael, for the (giving of) the judgment of the

Lord, and for controversies, Avhen they re-

turned to Jerusalem.

9 And he charged on them, saying. Thus
shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, in faith-

fulness, and with an undivided heart.

10 And whatsoever controversy may come
to 3'ou from your brethren that dwell in their

cities, between blood and blood, between law

and commandment, statutes and ordinances,

ye shall truly warn them that they incur

not guilt against the Lord, and so there come
wrath over 30U, and over your brethren : so

must ye do, and ye will not incur guilt.

11 And, behold, Amaryahu the chief priest

is over you for every matter of the Lord; and
Zebadyahu the son of Yishma'el, the ruler for

the house of Judah, for every matter of the

king; and the Levites are ofticers before 30U.

Be strong and act, and may the Lord be with

the good.

CHAPTER XX.

1 ^ And it came to pass after this, that

the children of Moiib, and the children of

'Ammon, and with them some of the "Am-
monim," came against Jehoshaphat to bat-

tle.

2 And there came some and told unto

Jehoshaphat, saying. There is coming against

thee a great multitude from beyond the sen,

from Syria; and, behold, they be in (.'haza-

zon-thaniar, which is 'En-gedi.

3 Then l)ecanie Jehoshaphat afraid, and he

directed his lace to seek the Lord; and he

proclaimed a fast over all Judah.

4 And (the people of) Judah gathered

themselves together, to ask (help) of the

Lord: also out of all the cities of Judah did

they come to seek the Lord.

'Some suppose this to mean "the Me'unim," the in-

liabitants of Arabia Petrsea.
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5 And Jehoshaphat stood forward in the

assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the

house of the Lord, before the new court,

6 And he said, O Lord, the God of our

fathers, behold, thou art God in the heavens,

and thou rulest over all the kingdoms of the

nations; and in thy hand are the power and
might, and there is none that can withstand

thee.

7 Behold, it is thou, our God, who hast

driven out the inhabitants of this land from
before thy people Israel ; and thou gavest it to

the seed of Abraham thy friend to eternity.

8 And they have dwelt therein, and have
built for thee therein a sanctuary for thy

name, saying,

9 If there should come over us any evil,

the sword, punishment, or pestilence, or

famine, (then) will we stand before this

house, and in thy presence, for thy name is

in this house, and we will cry unto thee out

of our distress, and thou wilt hear and
help.

10 And now, behold, the children of 'Am-
nion and Moab and mount Se'ir, among whom
thou wouldest not sufter Israel to come, when
they came out of the land of Egypt, but they

turned aside from them, and destroyed them
not

:

11 And behold, they recompense us, by
coming to drive us out of thy inheritance,

which thou hast given us to possess.

12 our God, wilt thou not execute

justice on them? for there is no power in us

against this great multitude that is coming

against us; and we indeed know not Avhat

we are to do; but upon thee are our eyes

(directed).

13 And all Judah were standing before

the Lord, also their little ones, their wives,

and their sons.

14 ^ And upon Jachaziiil the sou of Ze-

charyahu, the son of Benayah, the son of

Je'iel, the son of Matthanyah, the Levite of

the sons of Assaph, came the spirit of the

Lord in the midst of the assembly

;

15 And he said. Listen ye, all Judah, and

ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king

Jehoshaphat, Thus hath said the Lord unto

30U, Be ve not afraid and be not dismayed

because of this great multitude; for not unto

you belongeth the battle, but unto God.

16 To-morrow go ye down against them

:

behold, they come up by the ascent of Ziz;

and ye will find them at the end of the val-

ley, in front of the wilderness of Jeruel.

17 Ye shall not need to fight in this place;

stand firmly, stand still, and see the salvation

of the Lord with you, Judah and Jerusa^

lem: fear not, and be not dismayed; to-mor-

row go out to meet them; and the Lord will

be with you.

18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with
his face to the ground : and all Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the

Lord, to prostrate themselves unto the Lord.

19 And then arose the Levites, of the chil-

dren of the Kchathites, and of the children

of the Korchites, to praise the Lord the God
of Israel with a very loud voice.

20 And they rose up early in the morning,
and went forth into the wilderness of Thekoil'

;

and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood

forward and said. Hear me, Judah, and ye
inhabitants of Jerusalem; believe in the

Lord your God, and ye will have perma-
nence; believe his prophets, and ye will

prosper.

21 And he consulted with his people, and
he appointed singers unto the Lord, and those

that should praise in the holy ornaments, as

they went out before the armed arra}-, and
said. Give thanks unto the Lord; for unto

everlasting endureth his kindness.

22 And at the time when they began with

the song and the praise, the Lord set an am-
bush against the children of 'Ammon, Moab,
and mount Se'ir, who were come against

Judah; and they were smitten.

23 And the children of 'Amnion and Moilb

stood up against the inhabitants of mount
Se'ir, utterly to annihilate and destroy them;
and when they had made an end of the in-

habitants of Se'ir, they helped to destroy one

another.

21 And when Judah came toward the

watchtower in the wilderness, they looked

toward the multitude, and, behold, the}- were

dead bodies lallen to the earth, and none had

escaped.

25 And then came Jehoshaphat and his

people to plunder their booty, and they

found among them in abundance both richt.s

and dead bodies, and costly vessels, which

they stripped oft" ibr themselves, more than

they could carry away : and they were three
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(lay.s in plundering the booty, for it was so

much.
26 And on the fourth day they assembled

themselves in the valley of Berachah; for

there they blessed the Lord: therefore did

they call the name of this place, The valley

of Berachah [Blessing], until this day.

27 Tlion returned all the men of Judah

and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat at their

head, to return to Jerusalem with joy; for

the Lord had caused them to rejoice over

their enemies.

28 And they came to Jerusalem with psal-

teries and with harps and v.-ith trumpets unto

the house of the Lord.

29 And a dread from God was on all the

kingdoms of (those) countries, when they

heard that the Lord had fought with the

enemies of Israel.

30 So the kingdom of Jehoshaphat had

repose ; and his God gave him rest all round

about.

31 ^ And (so) did Jehoshaphat reign over

Judah : thirty and five years old was he

when he became king, and twenty and five

years did he reign in Jerusalem. And his

mother's name was 'Azubah the daughter of

Shilchi.

32 And he walked in the way of his Hither

Assa, and turned not aside from it, doing

what is right in the eyes of the Lord.

33 Nevertheless the high-places were not

removed; for the people had not yet directed

their heart firmly unto the God of their

fathers.

34 And the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat,

tlu! first and the last, behold, they are written

in the history of Jehu the son of Chanani,

which was entered in the book of the kings

of Israel.

35 And after this did Jehoshaphat the

king of Judah connect himself with Achaz-

yah the king of Israel, the same who acted

very wickedly:

30 And he connected himself with him to

nuike ships to go to Tharshish ; and tliey

made ships in 'Elzyon-geber.

37 Then ])rophesied Eli'ezer the son of

Dodavahu of Mareshah against Jeho.shaphat,

saving, Because thou hast connected thyself

with Achazyahu, the Lord hath broken down
thy works. And the ships were wrecked, .so

that they were not able to go to Tharshish.

CHAPTER XXL
1 And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers,

and was buried with his fathers in the city

of David. And Jehoram his son became king

in his stead.

2 And he had brothers the sons of Jeho-

shaphat: 'Azaryah, and Jechiel, and Zechar-

3'ahu, and 'Azaryahu, and Michael, and She-

phatyahu, all these were sons of Jehoshaphat

the king of Israel.

3 And their father gave them many gifts

(consisting) of silver, and of gold, and of pre-

cious things, with fortified cities in Judah;
but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram; be-

cause he was the first-born.

4 ^ Now when Jehoram was risen up over

the kingdom of his father, and had strength-

ened him.self, he slew all his brothers with

the sword, and also some of the princes of

Israel.

5 Thirty and two years was Jehoram old

when he became king, and eight years did he

reign in Jerusalem.

6 And he walked in the way of the kings

of Israel, as had done the hou.se of Achab;
for the daughter of Achab had he for wiie

:

and he did what is evil in the eyes of the

Lord.

7 Yet would the Lord not destroy the

house of David, on account of the covenant

which he had made with David, and as he

had said to give to him a government and to

his sons at all times.

8 In his days Edom revolted from under

the power of Judah, and they ai)pointed a

king over themselves.

9 Then did Jehoram go over with his

princes, and all the chariots were with him;

and he rose up by night, and smote the

Edomites who compassed him about, and the

captains of the chariots.

10 Yet Edom revolted from under the

j)ower of Judah even until this day; then

did Libnah revolt at the same time from

under his power; because he had forsaken

the Lord, the God of his fathers.

11 He also made high-places in the moun-
tains of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of

Jerusalem to go astray," and misled Judah.

12 ^f And there came unto him a writing

* To commit idolatry and the consequent iniinoralitie.s.
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from Elijah" the prophet, sayiiip:, Thus hath
said the Lord the God of David thy father,

Inasniucli as thou hast not walked in the
wajs of Jehoshaphat thy father, and in the
wajs of Assa the king of Judah,

13 But hast walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, and hast caused Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go astray, as

the house of Achab hath caused (others) to

go astray, and hast also slain thy brothers of
thy father's house, who were better than thy-
self:

14 Behold, the Lord will inflict a great

plague on thy people, and on thy children,

and on thy wives, and on all thy posses-

sions
;

15 And thou shalt be (afflicted) with great

diseases by a disease of thy bowels, until thy
bowels pass out (from thee) by reason of the
disease days upon days.''

16 And the Lord stirred up against Jeho-
ram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the
Arabians, that are alongside of the Cushim;

17 And they went up against Judah, and
made an incursion into it, and carried away
all the substance that was found in the king's

house, and also his sons, and his wives; and
there was not left unto him any son, save
Jehoachaz, the youngest of his sons.

18 And after all this did the Lord afflict

h'nn in his bowels with a disease which was
incurable.

19 And it came to pass, from days to days,

and when the (fixed) time was expired, after

two years, his bowels passed out (from him)
by reason of his disease : so he died of evil

diseases. And his jieople made no burning
for him, like the burning for his fathers.

20 Thirty and two ^ears old was he when
he became king, and eight j'ears did he reign

in Jerusalem, and departed without joy;" and
they buried him in the city of David, but not
in the sepulchres of the kings.

CHAPTER XXIL
1 And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made

Achazyahu his youngest son king in his

stead; for the predatory band that was

* Redak supposes that Elijah after his translation ap-

peared to a disciple, and ordered him to write this letter.

Others, that it was another prophet so called. Again,

that it was written before Elijah's translation.

come with the Arabians to the camp had
slain all the eldest. So became Achazyahu
the son of Jehoram the king of Judah king.

2 Tl Forty and two'' years old was Achaz-
yahu when he became king, and one year
did he reign in Jerusalem ; and his mother's
name was 'Athalyahu the (grand-) daughter
of 'Omri.

3 Also he walked in the ways of the house
of Achab ; for his mother was his counsellor

to act wickedly.

4 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord like the house of Achab; for these

were his counsellors after the death of his

father to his destruction.

5 He walked also after their counsel, and
went with Jehoram the son of Achab the

king of Israel to war against Chazaiil the

king of Syria at Ramoth-gil'ad : and the

Syrians smote Joram.
And he returned to be healed in Yizre'el

because of the wounds which had been given

him at Ramah, when he fought with Chazael

the king of Syria. And 'Azaryahu the son

of Jehoram the king of Judah went down to

see Jehoram the son of Achab at Yizre'el, be-

cause he was sick.

7 But from God was the confusion of

Achazyahu that he should come to Joram

;

and when he was come, he went out witli

Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi,

whom the Lord had anointed to cut off the

house of Achab.
8 And it came to pass, when Jehu was exe-

cuting judgment on the house of Achab, that

he found the princes of Judah, and the sons

of the brothers of Achazyahu, that ministered

to Achazyahu, and he slew them.

9 And he sought Achazyahu, and they

caught him while he was hiding himself in

Samaria, and they brought him to Jehu; and
they slew him, and buried him; because they

said. He is a son of Jehoshaphat, who sought

the Lord with all his heart. And there was
none of the house of Achazyahu who had
sufficient power (to obtain) the kingdom.

10 ^ And when 'Athalyahu the mother
of Achazyahu saw that her son was dead, she

^ This phrase is explained variously ; Zunz, " from

time to time." Ilerxheimer, "in two years."

Rashi. Others, "without being regretted."

In 2 Kings viii. 26, "twenty-two." The date here is

difficult to be reconciled.
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arose and exterminated all the royal seed of

the house of" Judah.

11 ^[ But Yehoshab'ath, the daughter of

the king, took Jotish the son of Achazyahu,

and stole him away from among the king's

sons that -were slain, and put him and his

nurse into the bed-chamber. So did Yeho-

shalj'ath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the

wife of Yehoyada' the priest,—for she was
the sister of Achazyahu,—hide him from

'Athalyahu, so that she slew him not.

12 And he was with them in the house of

God hidden six years; while 'Athalyah was
reigning over the land.

CHAPTER XXIII.

1 ^ And in the seventh year Yehoyada'

strengthened himself, and took the captains

of the hundreds, 'Azaryah, the son of Jero-

cham, and Yishma'el the S(m of Jehochanan,

and 'Azaryahu the son of 'Obed, and Ma'asse-

yahu the son of 'Adayahu, and Elishaphat

the son of Zichri, with him into a covenant.

2 And they moved about in Judah, and
gathered the Levites together out of all the

cities of Judah, and the heads of the families

of Israel; and they came to Jerusalem.

3 And all the congregation made a cove-

nant in the house of God with the king.

And he said unto them, Behold, the king's

son shall be king, as the Lokd hath spoken

concerning the sons of David.

4 This is the thing that ye shall do, A
third part of you that enter in on the sab-

bath, of the priests and of the Levites, shall

be gatekeepers at the thresholds;

5 And a third part shall be at the king's

house; and a third part at the foundation-

gate; and all the people shall be in the courts

of the house of the Lord.

(J But let none come into the house of the

LoKi), save the priests, and they that minister

of the Levites; they shall enter, for they are

holy; but all the people shall keep the charge

of the Lord.

7 And the Levites shall encompass the king

round about, every man with his weapons
in his hand; and he who cometh into the

house shall be put to death ; and be ye with

the king when he cometh in, and when he
goeth out.

8 And the Levites and all Judah did in ac-

cordance with all that Yehoyada' the priest
994

had commanded, and they took every man
his men that came in on the sabbath, with

those that were to be relieved on the sabbath;

for Yehoyada' the priest had not dismissed

the divisions.

9 Tf And Y'ehoyada' the priest gave to the

captains of the hundreds the spears, and the

shields, and the quivers, that belonged to

king David, which were in the house of God.

lU And he placed all the people, every

man having his weapon in his hand, from the

right side of the house to the left side of the

house, along by the altar and the temple, all

round about the king,

11 Then did they bring forth the king's

son, and put upon him the ci'own, and (gave

him) the testimony, and they made him king.

And Y^ehoyada' and his sons anointed him,

and said. Long live the king.

12 T[
And when 'Athalyah heard the noise

of the people running and praising the king,

she came to the people into the house of the

Lord.

13 And she looked, and behold, the king

stood upon his stand at the entrance, and the

princes and the trumpets were around the

king: and all the people of the land rejoiced,

and blew on trumpets, also the singers (were

there) leading in the song with instruments

of music, and of praise; and 'Athalyah rent

her clothes, and said. Treason, treason.

14 ]| But Y'ehoyada' the priest ordered the

captains of the hundreds, the commanders of

the army, to go out, and said unto them,

Lead her Ibrth to within the ranges; and he

that followeth her shall be put to death with

the sword. For the priest had said, Ye shall

not put her to death in the liou.se of the

Lord.

15 And they made way for her; and she

went to the entrance of the horse-gate by the

king's house, and they put her to death there.

IG ^ And Yehoyada' made a covenant be-

tween him, and between all the people, and
between the king, that they should be a peo-

ple unto the Lord.

17 And then came all the people into the

house of Ba'al, and ])ulled it down, and his

altars and his inuvges did they break in

pieces, and Matthan the priest of Ba'al they

slew before the altars.

18 And Yehoyada' placed the supervision

over tlie house of the Lord into the hand
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of the priests, the Levites, whom David had
divided ofl' over the house of the Lord, to

ofter the burnt-offerings of the Lord, as it is

written in the law of Moses, with rejoicing

and with singing, after the manner of David.
19 And he aj)pointed the gatekeepers over

the gates of the house of the Lord, that none,

unclean in any thing, should enter therein.

20 And he took the captains of the hun-
dreds, and the nobles, and the governors over
the people, and all the people of the land,

and he brought down the king from the

house of the Lord, and they came through
the midst of the upper gate into the king's

house; and they caused the king to sit upon
the throne of the kingdom.

21 And all the people of the land rejoiced,

and the city was quiet; but 'Athalyahu they
had slain with the sword.

CHAPTER XXIV.
1 Tl Seven years old was Joash when he

became king, and forty years did he reign in

Jerusalem ; and the name of his mother was
Zibyah of Beer-sheba'.

2 And Joilsh did what is right in the eyes

of the Lord, all the days of Yehoyada' the

priest.

3 And Yehoyada' took for himself" two
wives; and he begat sons and daughters.

4 And it came to pass after this, that

Joash had it in his mind to renew the house
of the Lord.

5 ^ And he gathered together the priests

and the Levites, and said to them. Go out

unto the cities of Judah, and gather from all

Israel"' money to repair the house of your God
from year to year, and ye shall make haste

in this matter. But the Levites made no
haste.

6 ^ Then called the king for Yehoyada'
the chief, and said unto him, Why hast thou
not required from the Levites to bring in out

of Judah and out of Jerusalem the contribu-

tion (fixed by) Moses the servant of the Lord,

and of the congregation of Israel, for the

tabernacle of the testimony?
I

7 For the sons of the wicked "Athalyahu
have made breaches (in) the house of God; I

and also the holy things of the house of the
Lord have they applied to the Ba'alim.

8 And at tlie king's order they made a

chest, and placed it at the gate of the house
of the Lord on the outside.

9 And they made a proclamation through
Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lord
the contribution (fixed by) Moses the servant
of God upon Israel in the wilderness.

10 And all the princes and all the people
rejoiced; and they brought it in, and cast it

into the chest, until it was full.''

11 Now it came to pass, that at what time
the chest was brought unto the king's office

by the hand of the Levites, and when they
saw that there was much money, then came
the king's scribe and the high-priest's oflicer

and emptied the chest, and took it up, and
brought it back to its place. Thus did they
day by day, and gathered money in abun-
dance.

12 And the king and Yehoyada' gave it to

those who overlooked the service of the house
of the Lord, and these hired masons and car-

penters to renew the house of the Lord, and
also to the workers in iron and copper to re-

pair the house of the Lord.

13 So the workmen wrought, and the work
was restored through their means, and they
replaced the house of God in its (former)

state, and strengthened it.

14 And when they had completed it, they
brought before the king and Yehoyada' the

rest of the money, and they made of it ves-

sels for the house of the Lord, the vessels of

the service and for the sacrificing,'' and the

spoons, and (other) vessels of gold and silver.

And they ofiered burnt-offerings in the house
of the Lord continually all the days of Yeho-

yada'.

15 ^ And Yehoyada' became old, and was
full of days, and died; he was old one hun-
dred and thirty years when he died.

16 And they buried him in the city of

David among the kings, because he had done
good in Israel, and toward God, and his

house.

17 T[ But after the death of Yehoyada'
came the princes of Judah, and bowed them-

' So Rashi. English version and others, "for hiui," " Zuuz. Lit. "until there was an end."

i. e. the king.
I

^ Rashi and Redak, niSi'Di "and pestles," for pound-
' Meaning, those belonging to his government. ing the spices.

09o
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selves down' to the king. Then did the king

hearken unto them.

18 And they forsook the house of the Lord

the God of their fathers, and served the Ashe-

rim and the idols; and there came wrath

over Judah and Jerusalem for this their

guiltiness.

19 And he sent prophets among them, to

bring them back again unto the Lord; and

they gave them warning; but they did not

give ear.

20 And the spirit of God endued Zecha-

riah the son of Yehoyada' the priest, and

he stood up above the people, and he said

unto them. Thus hath said the (true) God,

Why transgress ye the commandments of the

Lord? ye cannot prosper so; because (as)

ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also

forsaken you.

21 And they conspired against him, and

stoned him with stones at the command of

the king in the court of the house of the

Lord.

22 And king Joilsh did not remember the

kindness which Yehoyada' his father had

shown to him, but slew his son. And when
he died, he said. The Lord will see (this),

and require (my blood).

23 Tl And it came to pass at the expira-

tion of the year, that the army of Syria came
up against him: and they came to Judah
and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the princes

of the people from among the people, and all

their spoil they sent off unto the king of Da-

mascus.

24 Indeed with a small company of men
did the army of Syria come; but the Lord
delivered'' into their hand an army exceed-

ingly numerous; because they had forsaken

the LdKD, the God of their fathers. And on

Joiish tliey executed punishment.

25 And when these were gone aw.ay from

him—for they left him (suffering) with great

diseases—his own servants conspired against

him because of tlie blood of the sons of Yeho-

yada' the priest, and slew him on his bed,

and he died: and they buried him in the

city of David, but they buried him not in the

sepulchres of the kings.

26 And these are those that conspired

against him: Zabad" the son of Shim'ath
the 'Ammonitess, and Yehozabad the son of

Shimrith the Moiibitess.

27 Now concerning his sons, and the great

prophecy concerning him, and the founding

of the house of God, behold, they are written

in the story of the book of the kings. And
Amazyahu his son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXV.
1 ^ When twenty and five years old did

Amazyahu become king, and twenty and nine

years did he reign in Jerusalem. And his

mother's name was Yeho'addan of Jerusalem.

2 And he did w-hat is right in the ej-es of

the Lord, yet not with an entire heart.

3 And it came to pass, when the kingdom
Avas firmly established to him, that he slew

his servants that had killed the king his

father.

4 But their children he put not to death

;

but (did) as it is Avritten in the law in the

book of Moses, that the Lord had commanded,
saying. The fixthers shall not die for the chil-

dren, nor shall the children die for the f\\thers,

but every man shall die for his own sin.

5 T[ And Amazyahu gathered Judah toge-

ther, and stationed them after their family

divisions, after the captains over the thou-

sands, and after the captains over the hun-

dreds, of all Judah and Benjamin: and he

numbered them from twenty years old and u{>

ward, and found them (to be) three hundred
thousand chosen men, able to go forth to the

army,'that could liandle spear and shield.

6 He hired also out of Israel one hun-

dred thousand mighty men of valour for one

hundred talents of silver.

7 But a man of God came unto him, say-

ing, king, let not the army of Israel go

with thee; for the Lord is not with Israel,

(with) all the children of Ephraim.

8 But if thou wilt go, (and be ever so) ac-

tive* (and) strong for the battle, God -will

• Hcrzheimer explains, "they asked in the most sub- ° In 2 Kings xii. 22, Yozachar, the son of Shim'ath,

mis-sivc manner for permission to practise idolatry." and Yehozabad, the son of Shomn; a variation not un-

' Aocnrdiiif!; to 2 Kings xii. IH, tlic Syrians did iwt'l usual in tiie books of Clironicles.

fight any i)attle; as Joiish bought them "off. Still the " After Zunz. Kashi, "For if thou wilt go, do what

slaughter of the principal men and indignity against the
|

thou intendost, try to be strong for the battle: still will

king may have also taken place.
||
God," &c.
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cause thee to stumble before the enemy; for

there is power with God to help, and to cause
to stumble.

9 Then said Amazjahu to the man of

God, But what is to be done for the hundred
talents which I have given to the band of

Israel ? And the man of God said, The Lord
hath (enough in his power) to give thee much
more than this.

10 Then did Amazyahu separate them, (to

wit.) the band that was come to him out of

Ephraim, that they might go to their place;

wherefore their anger was greatly kindled
against Judah, and they returned to their

home in burning anger.

11 ]f And Amazyahu strengthened him-
self, and led forth his people, and went to the
Valley of Salt, and smote of the children of
Se'ir ten thousand (men).

12 And ten thousand did the children of
Judah take captive alive, and brought them
to the top of the rock, and cast them down
from the top of the rock, so that they all were
crushed.

13 But the men of the band Avhom Amaz-
yahu had sent back, that they should not go
Avith him to battle, spread themselves about in

the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto
Beth-choron, and smote of them three thou-

sand (persons), and plundered much spoil.

14 ^ And it came to pass, after Amazyahu
was come home from smiting the Edomites,
that he brought the gods of the children of

Se'ir, and set them up unto himself as gods,

and before them he used to prostrate himself,

and unto them he used to burn incense.

15 Wlierefore the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Amazyahu, and he sent unto
him a prophet, who said unto him. Why
hast thou sought after the gods of the people,

that have not delivered their own people out

of thy hand?
16 And it came to pass, as he was speak-

ing unto him, that he said unto him, Have
we ever appointed thee as a counsellor to the

king? forbear this; why shouldest thou be
smitten? Then did the prophet forbear; and
he said, I know that God hath resolved to

destroy thee, because thou hast done this,

and hast not hearkened unto my counsel.

17 ^ Then held Amazyahu the king of

Judah a council, and sent to Joiish, the son

of Jehoachaz, the son of Jehu, the king of

Israel, saying, Come, let us look one another
in the face.

18 And Jojish the king of Israel sent to

Amazyahu the king of Judah, saying, The
thornbush that was in the Lebanon sent to

the cedar that was in the Lebanon, saying,

Give thy daughter to my son for wife. And
there passed along the wild beasts that were
in the Lebanon, and trod down the thorn-lnish.

19 Thou hast thought, Lo, thou hast smit-

ten Edom; and thy heart hatli lifted thee

up to acquire much glory :° now stay in thy
house; why wilt thou meddle with misfor-

tune, that thou mayest fall, thou, and Judah
with thee?

20 But Amazyahu w^ould not hear; for it

was (ordained) by God, in order to deliver

them into the hand (of Joiish), because they
had sought after the gods of Edom.

21 Thereupon did Joiish the king of Israel

go up; and they looked one another in the

lace, he and Amazyahu the king of Judah, at

Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah.
22 And Judah was defeated before Israel,

and they fled every man to his tents.

23 And Joiish the king of Israel caught
Amazyahu the king of Judah, the son of

Joiish, the son of Jehoiichaz, at Beth-she-

mesh; and he brought him to Jerusalem,

and made a breach in the wall of Jerusaloni,

from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner-

gate, four hundred cubits.

24 And (taking) all the gold and the sil-

ver, and all the vessels tliat were found in

the house of God with 'Obed-edom, and the

treasures of the king's house, and tlie children

of the chiefs as hostages, he returned to Sa-

maria.

25 ^ And Amazyaliu the son of Joiish the

king of Judah lived after the deatli of Joiish

the son of Jehoiichaz the king of Israel lifteen

years.

26 And the rest of the acts of Amazyahu
the first and the last, behold, they are fully

written in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel.

27 ^ Now from the time that Amazyahu
departed from following the Lord, they raised

a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem ; where-

• Rashi, from ni33 "honour," or "glory." Redak,

"to make more wars," from 130 "heavy," "multifari-

ous." Zunz, " to the extcDt of becoming obdurate."
997
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fore he fled to Lachish; but thej- sent after

him to Lachish, and slew him there.

28 And they carried him on horses, and
buried him with his fiithers in the city of

Judah.

CHAPTER XXVI.

1 And all the people of Judah took 'Uzzi-

yahu, who was then sixteen years old, and
made him king instead of his father Amaz-
yahu.

2 He it was that built Eloth, and brought
it back to Judah, after the king slept with his

fathers.

3 ^ Sixteen years old was 'Uzziyahu when
he became king, and fifty and two years did

he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's

name was Yechohah of Jerusalem.

4 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, in accordance with all that his

father Amazyahu had done.

5 And he was (inclined) to seek God in the

days of Zecharyahu, who had understanding
in the visions of God ; and during the time

that he sought the Lokd, God caused him to

prosper.

G And he went forth and made Avar against

the Philistines, and he broke down the wall

of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the

wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in (the

country of) Ashdod, and among the Philis-

tines.

7 And God helped him against the Philis-

tines, and against the Arabians that dwelt in

Gur-ba'al, and the Me'unim.
8 And the 'Ammonites gave presents to

'Uzziyahu: and his name extended even to

the entrance of Egypt; for he Ijecame exceed-
ingly strong.

!) And 'Uzziyahu built towers in Jerusar

lem above the corner-gate, and above the

valley-gate, and at the angle, and made them
strong.

10 He built also towers in the desert, and
liewed out many wells; for he had much cat-

tle, both in the lowlands and in the plain;

(also) husbandmen, and vintners in the moun-
tains, and in Carmel ; for he loved husbandry.

11 Tl Moreover 'Uzziyah had an army of

fighting men, that went out to the host b}-

bands, according to the number of those mus-
tered of them through the hand of Je'iel the

scribe and Ma'asseyahu the overseer, under

the supervision of Chananyahu, one of the
king's captains.

12 The whole number of the chiefs of the
family divisions of the mighty men of valour
was two thousand and six hundred.

13 And under their supervision was an
efficient army, (of) three hundred thousand
and seven thousand and five hundred, that

made war with mighty power, to help the

king against the enemy.
14 And 'Uzziyahu prepared for them, for

all the host, shields, and spears, and helmets,

and coats of mail, and bows, and stones for

slinging.

15 And he made in Jerusalem artificial

contrivances, contrived by a skilful man, to

be (stationed) on the towers and upon the
ramparts, to shoot ofi' arrows and great stones.

And his name extended ever so far abroad

;

for he was marvellously assisted, till he be-

came strong.

16 But when he was strong, his heart was
lifted up to his destruction; and he became
unfoithful against the Lord his God, and went
into the temple of the Lord to burn incense

upon the altar of incense.

17 And there went in after him "Azarvahu
the priest, and with him were priests of the

Lord, valiant men, (to the number of) eighty;

18 And they stood forward against king
'Uzziyahu, and they said unto him. It is not

for thee, 'Uzziyahu, to burn incense unto

the Lord, but tor the priests the sons of

Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense

:

go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast tres-

p.assed; and it will not be for thy honour
from the Lord God.

19 But 'Uzziyahu became wroth, and in

his hand was a censer to burn incense : and
while he was wroth with the priests, the

leprosy even broke out on his forehead before

the priests in the house of the Lord, above
the altar of the incense.

20 And when 'Azaryahu the chief i)riest,

with all the priests, turned about toward him,

behold, he was lej^rous on his Ibrehead, and
they hurried him away from there; Aca, he
also made haste to go out, because the Lord
had aillicted him.

21 And king 'Uzziyahu was a leper until

the day of his death, and dwelt in tbe leper-

house, as a leper; for he was excluded from

the hou.se of the Lord: and Jotham his son
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was over the king's house, (and) judged the
people of the land.

22 And the rest of the acts of 'Uzziyahu,
the first and the last, did Isaiah the prophet,

the son of Amoz, write.

23 And 'Uzziyahu slept with his fathers,

and they buried him with his fathers in the
burial-field which belonged to the kings; for

they said, He is a leper: and Jotham his son
became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXVII.
1 ^ Twenty and five years old was Jotham

when he became king, and sixteen years did

he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's

name was Yerushah, the daughter of Zadok.
2 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, in accordance with all that his

father 'Uzziyahu had done: only he entered

not into the temple of the Lord. But the

people acted still corruptly.

3 He it was that jjuilt the upper gate of

the house of the Lord, and on the wall of the

hill-fort he built much.
4 Moreover he built cities in the moun-

tain of Judah, and in the forests he built

castles and towers.

5 And he likewise fought with the king
of the sons of 'Ammon, and prevailed against

them. And the children of 'Ammon gave
him in that same year one hundred talents

of silver, and ten thousand kors of wheat, and
ten thousand of barley. So much did the

children of 'Ammon pay unto him again, both
in the second year, and in the third.

6 So Jotham became strong; because he
directed his ways" before the Lord his God.

7 And the rest of the acts of Jotham, and
all his wars, and his ways, lo, they are writ-

ten in the book of the kings of Israel and
Judah.

8 ][ Five and twenty years old was he
when he became king, and sixteen years did

he reign in Jerusalem.

9 And Jotham slept Avith his fathers, and
they buried him in the city of David : and
Achaz his son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

1 ^ Twenty years old was Achaz when

' i. e. His course of life was pleasing to God, by follow-

ing the commandments.

he became king, and sixteen years did he
reign in Jerusalem; and he did not what is

right in the eyes of the Lord, like David his

father;

2 But he walked in the.ways of the kings
of Israel, and made also molten images for

the Ba'alim.

3 And he also burnt incense in the valley
of the son of Hinnom, and burnt'' his sons in

the fire, after the abominable acts of the na-
tions whom the Lord had driven out from
before the children of Israel.

4 And he sacrificed and burnt incense on
the high-places, and on the hills, and under
every green tree.

5 Wherefore the Lord his God gave him
up into the hand of the king of Syria; and
they defeated his people, and carried away a
great multitude of them captives, and brought
them to Damascus. And also into the hand
of the king of Israel was he given up, and he
defeated his people with a great slaughter.

6 And Pekach the son of Remalyahu slew
in Judah one hundred and twenty thousand
in one day, all being valiant men; because

they had forsaken the Lord, the God of their

fathers.

7 ][ And Zichri, a might}- man of Ephraim,
slcAV Ma'asseyahu the king's son, and 'Azri-

kam the governor of the house, and Elkanah
the second in rank to the king.

8 And the children of Israel led away cap-

tive from their brethren two hundred tliou-

sand, women, sons, and daughters, and also

much booty did they plunder from them,
and they brought the booty to Samaria.

9 But there was a prophet of the Lord,

'Obed was his name; and he went out to

meet the host that was coming to Samaria,

and said unto them. Behold, because of the

fury of the Lord the God of your fathers

against Judah, hath he given them up into

your hand, and ye have slain among them in

a rage that reacheth as far as the heavens.

10 And now ye think to force the children

of Judah and Jerusalem to become bond-men
and bond-women unto 3"ou; but surely are

there not with you, even with you, trespasses

against the Lord your God?
11 And now hear me, and restore the cajv

" Zunz, as in 2 Kings xvi. 3, " he led his sons through

the fire."
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lives, whom ye have taken captive from your

brethren ; for tlie fierce wrath of the Lord is

over you.

12 ^ Then arose certain men of the heads

of the children of Ephraim, 'Azaryaliu the son

of Jchochanan, Berechyahu the son of Me-
shillenioth, and Jechizki} ahu the son of Shal-

hmi, and 'Ainassa the son of Chadlai, against

those tliat were come from the army,

L3 And they said unto them. Ye shall not

bring in the captives hitlier; for in addition

to tiie guiltiness against the Lord (resting)

on us, ye think to add unto our sins and unto

our guiltiness; for great is the guiltiness

(resting) on us, and there is fierce wrath
over Israel.

14 So the armed men abandoned the cap-

tives and the spoil before the princes and all

the assembly.

15 And then arose the men who have
Jjeen expressed by name, and took hold of

the captives, and all that were naked among
them they clothed from the booty; and they

gave them garments and shoes, and gave

them to eat and to drink, and anointed them,

and carried all the feeble of them upon asses,

and brought them to Jericho, the city of

palm-trees, near their brethren ; and then did

they return to Samaria.

16 ]| At that time sent king Achaz unto

the kings of Assyria to help him.

17 Moreover the Edomites came again and
defeated (the men of) Judah, and carried

away captives.

18 And the Philistines invaded the cities

of the lowlands, and of the south of Judah,

and captured Ben-shemesh, and Ayalon, and
Gederoth, and Socho with its villages, and
Thimnah with its villages, and Gimzo with

its villages; and they dwelt there.

19 For the Lord humbled Judah on ac-

count of Achaz the king of Israel; for he

made Judah unruly, and acted very faith-

lessly against the Lord.

20 Tlien catne against him Tilgath-pilnees-

ser the king of Assyria, and distressed him,

but stren^'thcned him not.

21 Altliough Achaz took away a portion

(out) of tlie house of the Lord, and (out) of

the house of the king, and of the princes, and
gave it unto the king of Assyria: he yet gave
him no lussistance.

22 And in the time that he distressed him,
1000

became he yet more faithless against the

Lord; yea, he, king Achaz;
23 And he sacrificed unto the gods of (the

people of) Damascus, who had smitten him

;

and he said, Becau.se the gods of the kings of

Syria do help them, (therefore) will I sacri-

fice unto them, that they may help me. But
they onl}^ became to him a stumbling-block

for him and for all Israel.

24 And Achaz gathered up the vessels of

the house of God, and cut in pieces the ves-

sels of the house of God, and locked up the

doors of the house of the Lord, and he made
for himself altars in every corner ofJerusalem.

25 And in each and every city of Judah
made he high-places to burn incense unto

other gods; and he provoked to anger the

Lord the God of his fathers.

26 And the rest of his acts and of all his

ways, the first and the last, behold, they are

written in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel.

27 And Achaz slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in the city, in Jerusalem;
for they brought him not into the sepulchres

of the kings of Israel : and Hezekiah his son

became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXIX.
1 ^ Hezekiah became king when five and

twenty years old, and twenty and nine ^ears

did he reign in Jerusalem. And his mother's

name was Abiyah, thedaughter of Zecharyahu.
2 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, in accordance with all that David
his father had done.

3 He it was that in the first 3'ear of his

reign, in the first month, opened the doors of

the house of the Lord, and repaired them.

4 And he brought in the priests and the

Levitcs, and gathered them together into the

open place at the east;

5 And he said unto them. Hear me, ye Le-

vite.s, sanctify Aourselves now, and sanctity

the house of the Lord the God of your fatliers,

and carry forth the unclean thing out of the

sanctuary.

6 For our fathers have dealt faithlessly,

and done what is evil in the eyes of the Lord
our God, and have forsaken him; and they

have turned away their faces from the habita-

tion of the Lord, and turned their backs.

7 They had also locked up the doors of the
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porch, and put out the Uimps, and incense
have they not burnt, and the burnt-offerings
have they not offered in the sanctuary, unto
the God of Israel.

8 Wherefore the wrath of the Lord is upon
Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath rendered
them to be a horror, an astonishment, and a
hissing, as ye see with your eyes.

9 And, lo, our fathers have fallen by the
sword, and our sons, and our daughters, and
our wives are in captivity because of this.

10 Now it is in my heart to make a cove-
nant for the Lord the God of Israel, that his

fierce wrath may turn away from us.

11 My sons, be not negligent now; for of

you hath the Lord made choice to stand be-

fore him, to minister unto him, and that ye
might be unto him ministers and those that

burn incense.

12 Then arose the Levites, Machath the

son of 'Amassai, and Joel the son of 'Azar-

yahu, of the sons of the Kehathites; and of
the sons of Merari, Kish the son of 'Abdi,

and 'Azaryahu the son of Jehallelel; and of

the Gershunites, JoJich the son of Zimmah,
and 'Eden the son of Joiich

;

13 And of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri,

and Je'iel; and of the sons of Assaph, Zechar-

j-ahu, and Matthanyahu;
14 ^ And of the sons of Heman, Jechiel,

and Shim'i; and of the sons of Jeduthun,
Shema'yah, and 'Uzziel;

15 And they gathered together their bre-

thren, and they sanctified themselves, and
came, according to the command of the king,

by the words of the Lord, to cleanse the

house of the Lord.

16 And the priests went into the inner

part of the house of the Lord, to cleanse it;

and they brought out every thing unclean

which they found in the temple of the Lord
into the court of the house of the Lord; and
the Levites received it, to carry it out abroad
unto the brook Kidron.

17 And they commenced on the first day
of the first month to sanctify; and on the

eighth day of the month they came to the

porch of the Lord, and they sanctified the

house of the Lord in eight days; and on the

sixteenth day of the first month they made
an end.*

° Their own purification lasted eight days, and that of

the temple the same time.

G A

18 ^ Then went they in the inner part
(of the palace) to king Hezekiah, and said,

We have cleansed all the house of the Lord,
and the altar of burnt-oflering, and all it.s

vessels, and the table of showbread, and all

its vessels.

19 Moreover all the vessels, which king
Achaz had cast aside during his reign in his
laithlessness, have we put in order and sanc-
tified; and, behold, they are before the altar
of the Lord.

20 ^ Then arose king Hezekiah early, and
gathered together the princes of the city, and
went up to the hou.se of the Lord.

21 And they brought seven bullocks, and
seven rams, and seven sheep, and .<^even he-
goats, as a sin-offering for the kingdom, and
for the sanctuary, and for Judah. And he
ordered the sons of Aaron the priests to offer

(them) on the altar of the Lord.
22 So they slaughtered the bullocks, and

the priests received the blood, and sprinkled
it on the altar; and they slaughtered the
rams, and they sprinkled the blood upon the
altar; they also slaughtered the sheep, and
they sprinkled the blood upon the altar.

23 And they brought near the he-goats of
the sin-offering before the king and the con-

gregation; and they laid their hands upon
them

:

24 And the priests slaughtered them, and
they made an atonement with their blood

upon the altar, to make an atonement for all

Israel; because for all the people, said the

king, should be the burnt-offering and the

sin-offering.

25 And he stationed the Levites in the

house of the Lord with cymbals, with psal-

teries, and with harps, according to the com-
mand of David, and of Gad the king's seer,

and Nathan the prophet ; because from the

Lord was this commandment by means of his

prophets.

26 ^ And the Levites stood with the in-

struments of David, and the priests with the

trumpets.

27 And Hezekiah ordered to offer the

burnt-offering on the altar. And when the

burnt-ofl'oring }>egan, the song of the Lord
began (also) with the trumpets, and with the

instruments of David the king of Israel.

28 And all the assembly prostrated them-
selves, and the song sounded, and the trum-
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jieters blew, all this (continued) until the

biirntrofll'ring was completed.

20 And when they had made an end of

ofl'erinjr, the king and all that were present

with him kneeled down and prostrated them-
selves.

30 And king Hezekiah and the princes then
said to the Levites to sing prai.ses unto the

Lord with the words of David, and of Assaph
the seer. And they sang praises with great

joy, and they bowed their heads and pros-

trated themselves.

31 ^f Then commenced Hezekiah, and
said, Now have ye consecrated yourselves

unto the Lord; come near and bring sacrifices

and thanksgiving-offerings unto the house of

the Lord. And the assembly brought in

sacrifices and thanksgiving-offerings, and
every one who Avas liberal of heart, burnt-
offerings.

32 And the number of the burnt-offerings,

which the assembly brought, was seventy
bullocks, one hundred rams, (and) two hun-
dred sheep : as a burnt-offering unto the Lord
were all these.

o.S And the hallowed sacrifices were six
|

hundred oxen and three thousand sheep.
3-1 Only the priests were too few, so that

they could not flay all the burnt-oflerings;

wherefore their brethren the Levites assisted

them, till the work was ended, and until the
other priests could sanctify themselves; for

the Levites were of upright heart to sanctify

themselves more than the priests.

35 But there were also burnt-offerings in

abundance, with the fat of the peace-ofler-

ings, and the drink-offerings for the burnt-
oflerings. So was (again) established the ser-

vice of the house of the Lord.

30 And Hezekiah rejoiced, Avith all the

people, over that which God had prepared for

the people; because the thing occurred sud-,

denly.

CHAPTER XXX.
1 ^ Then sent Hezekiah to all Israel and

Judah, and he also wrote letters to Ephraim
and Menas.seh, that they should come to the
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to prepare
the pa.Ksover-sacrifice unto the Lord the God
of Israel.

2 And the king held a consultation, as,

also his princes, and all the assembly in Jeru- '

i salem, to prepare the passover-sacrifice in the
second month.

; 3 For they were not able to prepare it at

that time, becau.se the priests had not sanc-

tified them.selves sufficiently, nor had the peo-

ple gathered themselves together to Jerusa-

lem.

4 And the thing seemed right in the eyes
of the king and in the eyes of all the assem-

bly.

5 So they established a decree to cause a
proclamation to be made throughout all Is-

rael, from Beer-sheba' even as far as Dan,
that they should come to prepare the pass-

over-sacrifice unto the Lord the God of Israel

at Jerusalem; because for a long time past

they had not prepared it as it was written.

G So the runners went with the letters

from the hand of the king and his princes

throughout all Israel and Judah, and accord-

ing to the command of the king, saying,

children of Israel, return unto the Lord
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel,

and he will i-eturn to the remnant of you,
that are escaped out of the power of the kings
of Assyria.

j

7 And be not like your fathers, and like

your brethren, who acted faithlessly against

the Lord the God of their fathers, wherefore
he gave them up to become an (object of)

astonishment, as ye see.

8 Now do ye not harden your necks, like

your fathers; hold out your hand unto the

Lord, and come unto his sanctuary, which he
hath sanctified for ever; and serve the Lord
your God; and so will he turn away from
you the fierceness of his wrath.

9 For if ye return unto the Lord, your
brethren and your children will find mercy
in the presence of their captors, so that they
may return to this land; lor the Lord your
God is gracious and merciful, and will not

turn away his countenance from you, if ye
return unto him.

10 ^ And a.s the nniners were passing

from city to city through the country of

Ephraim and Menasseh and as far as Zebu-

lun, they were laughing tiiem to scorn, and
mocking at them.

11 Nevertheless some men of Asher and
Menasseh and of Zebulun humbled them-
selves, and came to Jerusalem.

12 Also over Judah came the hand of God
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to give unto them one heart to do the com-
mand of the king and of the princes, by the

word of the Lord.

13 And there was gathered together at

Jerusalem a numerous people to keep the

feast of unleavened bread in the second

month, a very great assembly.

14 And they arose and removed the altars

which were in Jerusalem, and all the vessels

for burning incense did they take away, and

they threw them into the brook Kidron.

15 And they slaughtered the passover-sa-

crifice on the fourteenth day of the second

month : and the priests and the Levites were

ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and
brought burnt-offerings unto the house of the

Lord.

16 ^ And they stood on their station after

their prescribed manner, according to the law

of Moses the man of God, the priest sprinkling

the blood, (which they received) out of the

hand of the Levites.

17 For there were many in the assembly

that had not sanctified themselves: there-

fore the Levites had the charge of the slaugh-

tering of the passover-sacrifice for every one

that was not clean, to sanctify (the same)

unto the Lord.

18 For a large portion of the people, even

many out of Ephi'aim, and Menasseh, Issa-

char, and Zebulun, had not cleansed them-

selves, but ate the passover not as it is writ-

ten. However Hezekiah prayed for them,

saying. The Lord who is good will grant par-

don for this

19 To every one that hath directed his

heart to seek God, the Lord the God of his

fathers ; though he be not (cleansed) accord-

ing to the purification of the sanctuary.

20 And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah,

and he healed the people.

21 Tl And the children of Israel that were

present at Jerusalem celebrated the feast of

unleavened bread seven days with great joy

;

and the Levites and the priests praised the

Lord day by day, with loud instruments be-

fore the Lord.

22 And Hezekiah spoke comfortingly unto

all the Levites that had good intelligence of

the Lord: and they ate the festive-offerings

during seven days, offering peace-offerings,

and making confession to the Lord the God
of their fathers.

23 And the whole assembly took counsel

to celebrate other seven days : and they cele-

brated (the.se) seven days with joy.

24 For Hezekiah king ofJudah had provid-

ed for the assembl}' one thousand bullocks and
seven thousand sheep; and the princes had
provided for the assembly one thousand bul-

locks .and ten thousand sheep : and the priests

sanctified themselves in great numbers.
25 And thus rejoiced all the assembly of

Judah, and the priests and the Levites, and
all the as.'^embly that was come out of Israel,

and the strangers that were come out of the

land of Israel, and those that dwelt in Judah.

26 And there was great joy in Jerusalem

;

for since the time of Solomon the son of

David the king of Israel had the like not

been in Jerusalem.

27 ^[ Then arose the priests the Levites

and blessed the people ; and their voice was
listened to, and their prayer came to His

holy dwelling-place, even unto heaven.

CHAPTER XXXI.
1 And when all this was finished, all Is-

rael that were present went out to the cities

of Judah, and broke in pieces the statues,

and cut down the groves, and pulled down
the high-places and the altars out of all Judah
and Benjamin, and in Ephraim and Menas-

seh, until they had made an end of them all.

Then returned all the children of Israel every

man to his possession, to their own cities.

2 And Hezekiah stationed the divisions of

the priests and the Levites after their divi-

sions, every man according to his service, of

the priests and the Levites, for burnt-offerings

and for peace-offerings; to minister, and to

give thanks, and to praise in the gates of the

camps of the Lord.

3 The king also gave a portion from his

own property for the bunit-offerings. (name-

ly,) for the morning and evening burnt-offer-

ings, and the burnt-offerings for the sabbaths,

and for the new-moons, and for the appointed

feasts, as it is written in the law of the Lord.

4 Moreover he said to the people, to

those who dwelt in Jerusalem, to give the

portion of the priests and the Levites, in

order that they might hold firmly to the law

of the Lord.

5 And when the matter was spread abroad,

the children of Israel brought in abundance
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the first-fruits of corn, of the new wine, and
of oil, and of honej-, and of all the products

of the field; and the tithe of all things did

they bring (likewise) in abundance.

6 And as for the children of Israel and
Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they

also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep,

and the tithe of holy things which were hal-

lowed unto the Lord their God, and gave
(them) by heaps.

7 T[ In the third month did they begin to

lay the foundation of the heaps, and in the

seventh month did they finish them.
8 And when Hezekiah and the princes

came and saw the heaps, they blessed the

Lord, and his people Israel.

9 ^ Then made Hezekiah inquiry of the
priests and the Levites concerning the heaps.

10 Then spoke to him 'Azar3ahu the chief

priest of the house of Zadok, and said, Since

it was begun to bring the heave-oflerings into

the house of the Lord, there hath been
enough to eat, and to leave in great abun-
dance; for the Lord hath blessed his people;

and that which is left is this great mass.

11 ^ Then ordered Hezekiah to prepare

chambers in the house of the Lord; and they
prepared them;

12 And they brought in the heave-offer-

ings and the tithes and the sanctified things

in fiiithfulness : and over them Avere appoint-

ed the ruler Conanyahu the Levite, and Sliim'i

his brother the second in rank.

13 And Jechiel, and 'Azazyahu, and Niv
chath, and 'Assahiii, and Jerimoth, and Joza-

bad, and Eliel, and Yissmachyahu, and Ma-
chath, and Benayahu, were overseers under
tlie supervision of Conanyahu and Shim'i his

brother, by the appointment of king Heze-
kiah, and 'Azaryahu the ruler of the house
of God.

14 And Kore the son of Yimnah the Le-

vite, the gatekeeper at the east side, was over
the freewill-offerings of God, to give (to him)
the heave-offerings of the Lord, and the most
holy things.

15 And under his supervision were 'Eden,

and Minyainin, and Jeshua', and Shema'yahu,
Aniaiyalui, and Sboclianyahu, in the cities

of tlie priests, in faithfulness, to give to their

brethren alter tlie divisions, equally to the
great as to the small;

16 Besides (these) to those recorded by

their genealogies of males, from three years
old and upward, of all that entered into the
house of the Lord, the daily portion on its

day for their service in their charges accord-

ing to their divisions;

17 And likewise to the priests recorded by
their genealogies after their family divisions,

and the Levites from twenty years old and
upward, in their charges by their divisions;

18 And to those recorded by their gene-

alogies of all their little ones, their wives,

and their sons, and their daughters, of all the
assembly; for in their faithfulness they de-

voted themselves in the sanctuary.

19 Also of the sons of Aaron the priests,

who were in the fields of the open districts

of their cities, in each and every city, there

were men expressed by name, who had to

give portions to all the males among the

priests, and to all that were recorded by their

genealogies among the Levites.

20 And the like did Hezekiah in all Judah,
and he did what is good and right and true

before the Lord his God.
21 And in every work that he began in

the service of the house of God, and in the
law, and in the commandments, to seek his

God, he acted with all his heart, and pros-

pered.

CHAPTER XXXII.

1 ^ After these things, and veritable events,

came Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and
invaded Judah, and encamped against the

fortified cities, and thought to break them
open for himself.

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennache-
rib was coming, and that his face (was direct-

ed) for war against Jerusalem,

3 He consulted with his princes and his

mighty men to stop up the waters of the

springs which were without the city: and
they helped him.

4 And there were gathered together a very
numerous body of people, and they stopped

up all the springs, and the brook" that flowed

through the midst of the land, saying. Why
should the kings of Assyria come, and find

much water?

5 Also he strengthened himself, and built

up the wall where it was broken down, and

* The Shiloiich or Gichon.
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heightened" the towers, and (built) without

another wall, and fortified the Millo of the

city of David, and made weapons in abun-

dance and shields.

6 And he appointed war-oflRcers over the

people, and gathered them together unto him

in the open place at the gate of the city, and

spoke comfortingly to them, saying,

7 Be strong and of good courage, do not

fear and be not dismayed because of the king

of Assyria, and because of all the multitude

that is with him; for with us there is one*'

greater than with him :

8 With him there is an arm of flesh ; but

with us is the Lord our God to help us, and

to fight our battles. And the people relied

upon the words of Hezekiah the king of

Judah.
9 ^ After this did Sennacherib the king

of Assyria send his servants to Jerusalem,

while he was himself lying before Lachish,

and all (the chief troops of) his dominion

with him, against Hezekiah the king of Ju-

dah, and against all Judah that were at Jeru-;

salem, saying, !

10 Thus hath said Sennacherib the king

of Assyria, On what do ye trust, that ye re-
^

main besieged in Jerusalem?

11 Doth not Hezekiah mislead you to give'

you up to die by famine and by thirst, when

he saith, The Lord our God will deliver us

out of the grasp of the king of Assyria?

12 Is it not this Hezekiah that hath re-

moved his high-places and his altars, when

he said to Judah and to Jerusalem, saying.

Before one altar shall ye prostrate yourselves,

and upon it shall ye burn incense?

13 Know ye not what I have done, I and

my fathers, unto all the people of (other)

lands? Avere the gods of the nations of those

lands at all able to deliver their land out of

my hand?
'14 Who among all the gods of those na-

tions that my fathers utterly destroyed, was

it, that was able to deliver his people out of

my hand, that your God should be able to de-

liver you out of my hand ?

15 And now let not Hezekiah deceive you,

and let him not mislead you in this manner,

• Herxheimer. Zunz, "erected towers." Eug. vcr.

"and raised (it) up to the towers."

" Zuuz; /. e.. God. Others, "there are more with us."

nor believe him; for no god of any nation or

kingdom whatever was able to deliver his

people out of my hand, and out of the hand

of my fiithers: how much less will your God
deliver you out of my hand

!

16 And yet more did his servants speak

against the Lord God, and against his servant

Hezekiah.

17 He wrote also letters to blaspheme

against the Lord the God of Israel, and to

speak against him, saying. As the gods of the

nations of (other) lands, who have not deliver-

ed their people out of my hand, so will the

God of Hezekiah not deliver his people out

of my hand.

18 Then did they call out with a loud

voice in the Jewish language unto the people

ofJerusalem that were on the wall, to frighten

them, and to terrify them; in order that they

might capture the city.

19 And they spoke of the God of Jerusa^

lem, as concerning the gods of the nations of

the earth, the work of the hands of man.

20 II
And king Hezekiah and Isaiah the

son of Amoz the prophet, prayed for this

cause, and they cried to heaven.

21 Tf And the Lord sent an angel, who
cut off every mighty man of valour and

leader and captain in the camp of the king

of Assyria; and when he was returned with

shame of lace to his own land, he went into

the house of his god; and (those) that were

come forth from his own bowels felled him

there with the sword.

22 Thus did the Lord save Hezekiah and

the inhabitants of Jerusalem out of the hand

of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and out

of the hand of all, and guided them (safely)

on every side.

2.3 And many brought presents luito the

Lord to Jerusalem, and precious things to

Hezekiah the king of Judah : so that he Avas

I

exalted before the eyes of all the nations after

that time.

24 Tl In those days fell Hezekiah sick to

the death; and he prayed unto the Lord;

and he spoke unto him, and he gave him a

wonderful token.

25 But not according to the mercy shown

unto him did Hezekiah act in return; for his

heart was lifted up; wherefore there came

wrath over him, and over Judah and Jerusa-

lem.
1005
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26 Then became Hezekiah humbled be-

cause of the lifting up of his heart, both he

and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and the

wrath of the Lord came not upon them in

the days of Hezekiah.

27 And Hezekiah had riches and honour
in exceeding abundance; and he made him-

self treasuries for silver, and for gold, and for

precious stones, and for spices, and for shields,

and for all manner of costly vessels

;

28 And storehouses for the produce of corn,

and new wine, and oil ; and stalls for all kinds

of cattle, and sheepfolds for flocks.

29 Moreover he erected himself cities, and
(acquired) possessions of flocks and herds in

multitude; for God had given him wealth in

great abundance.
.30 This same Hezekiah also stopped up

the upper mouth of the waters of Giclion, and
brought them straight down to the west side

of the city of David. And Hezekiah pros-

pered in all his works.

31 And in the same manner in the busi-

ness of the ambassadors of the princes of

Babylon, who sent unto him to inquire con-

cerning the wonder that had happened in the
land, God left him, to prove him, to know all

that was in his heart.

32 ^ And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah,
and liis pious deeds, behold, they are written

in the vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, the

prophet, (and) in the took of the kings of

Judah and Israel.

33 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers,

and they buried him in the highest place of

the sepulchres of the sons of David : and all

Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
showed him honour at his death. And Me-
nasseh his son became king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
1 T[ Twelve years old was Menasseh when

he became king, and fifty and five years did

he reign in Jerusalem.

2 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, after the abominal)le acts of the
nations whom the Lord had driven out from
before the children of Israel.

3 And he built again the high-places which
Hezekiah his father had broken down, and
he erected altars for the Ba'alim, and made
Asherotli, and bowed himself down to all the

host of heaven, and served them.
loor.

4 And he built altars in the house of the
Lord, whereof the Lord had said, in Jerusa-
lem shall my name be for ever.

And he built altars for all the host of
heaven in the two courts of the house of the
Lord.

G And he caused his children to pass
through the fire in the valley of Benhin-
nom; he also observed times, and employed
enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dealt

with (those of) a familiar spirit, and with
wizards : he did much that is evil in the eyes
of the Lord, to provoke him to anger.

7 And he placed a carved image of the
idol which he had made in the hou.se of God,
of which God had said to David and to Solo-

mon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem,
which I have made choice of out of all the
tribes of Israel, will I place my name for ever.

8 1[ Nor Avill I any more remove the foot

of Israel from oft' the land which I have ajv

pointed for your fothers; but only if they
will take heed to do all that I have com-
manded them, according to the whole law
and the statutes and the ordinances by the

hand of Moses.

9 But Menasseh led Judah and the in-

habitants of Jerusalem astray, to do worse
than the nations whom the Lord had de-

stroj-ed from before the children of Israel.

10 ^ And the Lord spoke to Menasseh,
and to his people; but they listened not;

11 Wherefore the Lord brought over them
the captains of the army belonging to the

king of Assyria; and they took Menasseh
prisoner Avith chains, and bound him with
fetters, and led him off" to Babylon.

12 And when he Avas in distress, he be-

sought the Lord his God, and humbled him-
self greatly before the God of his fathers,

13 And he pra\ed unto him; and he per-

mitted him.^elf to be entreated by him, and
heard his supplication, and Imiught him back
to Jerusalem, unto his kingdom. Then did

Menasseh feel conscious that the Lord is in-

deed the (true) God.

14 And after this he built a wall without
the city of David, on the west side of Gichon,

in the valley, even to tlie entrance of the

fish-gate, and about the hill-fort, and raised it

up to a very great height; and he placed

captains of the army in all the fortified cities

of Judah.
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15 And he removed the strange gods and

the idol out of the house of the Lord, and
all the altars that he had built on the mount
of the house of the Lord, and in Jerusa-

lem ; and he cast them forth to without the

city.

16 And he rebuilt tlie altar of the Lord,

and sacrificed thereupon peace-offerings and
thanksgiving-offerings, and he ordei-ed Judah
to serve the Lord the God of Israel.

17 Nevertheless the people sacrificed on

the high-places, but onlv unto the Lord their

God.

18 And the rest of the acts of Menasseh,

and his prayer unto his God, and the words

of the seers that spoke to him in the name
of the Lord the God of Israel, behold, they

are in the'book of the kings of Israel.

19 His prayer also, and (how God) was
entreated of him, and all his sins and his

faithlessness, and the places whereon he built

high-places, and set up the Asherim and

the graven images, before he was humbled:

behold, they are written in the history of

Chozai.

20 And Mena.sseh slept with his fiithers,

and they buried him in his own house. And
Anion his son became king in his stead.

21 ]| Two and twenty years old was Amon
when he became king, and two years did he

reign in Jerusalem.

22 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord, as Menasseh his father had done;

and unto all the carved images which Menas-

seh his father had made did Amon sacrifice,

and them he served;

23 But he did not humble himself before

the Lord, as Menasseh his father had hum-

bled himself; for he, Amon, made his guilti-

ness great.

24 And his servants conspired against

him, and put him to death in his own hou.se.

25 But the people of the land slew all

those that had conspired against king Amon

;

and the people of the land made Josiah his

son king in his stead.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
1 ][ Eight years old was Josiah when he

became king, and thirty and one years did

he reign in Jerusalem.

2 And he did what is right in the eyes of

the Lord, and walked in the ways of David

his father, and turned not aside to the right

or to the left.

3 ^ And in the eighth year of his reign,

while he was yet a lad, he began to seek after

the God of David his father: and in the

twelfth year he began to purify Judah and
Jerusalem from the high-places, and the

Asherim, and the carved images and the

molten images.

4 And they broke down in his presence the

altars of the Ba'alim; and the sun-images,

that were set above them, he cut down ; and
the Asherim, and the carved images, and the

molten images, he broke in pieces, and ground

down, and strewed (the same) upon the

graves of those that had sacrificed unto them.

5 And the bones of the priests did he burn

upon their altars; and he purified Judah and
Jerusalem.

6 And (so did he) in the cities of Mena.s-

seh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, even as far as

Naphtali, with their mattocks," round about.

7 And when he had broken down the

altars and the Asherim, and had beaten the

graven images into powder, and cut down all

the sun-images throughout all the land of

Israel, he returned to Jerusalem.

8 Tf And in the eighteenth year of his

reign, when he had purified the land, and

the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azal-

yahu, and Ma'asseyahu the governor of the

city, and Joiich the son of Joiichaz the re-

corder, to repair the house of the Lord his

God.

9 And they came to Chilkijahu the high-

priest, and gave'up the money that had been

brought into the house of God, which the

Levites that watched at the threshold had

gathered from the hand of Menasseli and

Ephraim, and from all the remnant of Israel,

and from all Judah and Benjamin, and were

returned to Jerusalem,

—

10 And they delivered it into the hand of

those who overlooked the workmen that had

been appointed as overseers of the house of

the Lord; and those who overlooked the

workmen, who did the work in the house of

the Lord, gave it out, to repair and to restore

the house;

11 And they gave it to the carpenters and

to the builders, to buy hewn stone, and tim-

ZuDZ, " in their ruins."
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bcr for joists, and to lay the beams in the

houses which the kings of Judah had de-

stroyed.

12 And the men acted faithfully in the

work ; and over them were appointed Jachath

and 'Obadyahu, the Levites, of the sons of

Merari; and Zechariah and MeshuUam, of

the .sons of the Kehathites, to supervise ; and
every one of these Levites was skilful on in-

struments of music.

13 They were also over the bearers of bur-

dens, and supervisors over all that did the

work in every manner of service : and from

the Levites there were also scribes, and of-

ficers, and gatekeepers.

14 And when they took out the money that

had been brought into the house of the Lord,

Chilkiyahu the priest found the book of the

law of the Lord through the hand of Moses.

15 Then commenced Chilkiyahu and said

to Shaphan the scribe, The book of the law

have I found in the house of the Lord. And
Chilkiyahu gave the book to Shaphan.

IG And Shaphan cai'ried the book to the

king, and brought the king also word back

again, saying, All that was put in the hand
of thy servants, have they truly done.

17 And they have taken out the money
that was found in the house of the Lord, and
have delivered it into the hand of the ap-

pointed overseers, and to the hand of those

who overlook the workmen.
18 Then told Shaphan the scribe the king,

saying, A book hath Chilkiyahu the priest

given me. And Shaphan read in it before

the king.

19 And it came to pass, when the king

heard the words of the law, that he rent his

clothes.

20 And the king commanded Chilkiyahu,

and Achikam the son of Shaphan, and 'Ab-

don the son of Michah, and Shaphan the

scribe, and 'Assayah a servant of the king's,

saying,

21 Go ye, inquire of the Lord in my be-

half, and in Ix'half of those that are left in

Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of

the book that hath been found; for great is

the fury of the Lord that is poured out against

us. Ix.'cause our fathers did not keep the word
of the Lord, to do in accordance with all that

is written in this book.

22 ^ Then went Chilkiyahu with those
1008

whom the king (had appointed), to Chuldah
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son

of Thokhath, the son of Chassrah, the keeper

of the wardrobe;—now she dwelt in Jerusa-

lem in the suburb;—and they spoke to her

in that wise.

2.8 And she said unto them. Thus hath

said the Lord the God of Israel, Say unto the

man that hath sent you to me,
24 T[ Thus hath said the Lord, Behold, I

will bring evil upon this place, and upon its

inhabitants, all the curses that are written in

the book which they have read before the

king of Judah;
25 Because they have forsaken me, and

have burnt incense unto other gods, in order

to provoke me to anger with all the works
of their hands; therefore is my fury poured

out upon this place, and it shall not be

quenched.

26 And with respect to the king of Judah,

who sendeth you to inquire of the Lord, thus

shall ye say to him. Thus hath said the Lord
the God of Israel, Concerning the words which
thou hast heard;

27 Because thy heart was tender, and thou

didst humble thyself before God, when thou

heardst his words against this place, and
against its inhabitants, and didst humble thy-

self before me, and rend thy clothes, and weep
before me: I have also truly heard it, saitli

the Lord.

28 Behold, I will gather thee unto thy

fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy
graves in peace, and thy eyes shall not look

on all the evil which I am bringing over this

place, and over its inhabitants. And they

brought the king word again.

29 ^ And the king sent and gathered to-

gether all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.

30 And the king went up into the house

of the Lord, with all the men of Judah, and

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests,

and the Levites, and all the people, from the

great to the small: and he read before their

ears all the words of the book of the cove-

nant which had been found in the house of

the Lord.

31 And the king stood up on his stand,

and he made a covenant before the Lord, to

walk after the Lord, and to keep his com-

mandments, and his testimonies, and his sta-

tutes, with all his heart, and with all his
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soul, to perform the words of the covenant

that are written in this book.

32 And he caused to accede to it every

one that was present in Jerusalem and Benja-

min. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem acted

in accordance witli the covenant of God, the

God of their fathers.

33 And Josiah removed all the abomina-

tions out of all the countries that belonged to

the children of Israel, and made all that were

present in Israel to serve, even to serve the

Lord their God. All his days did they not

depart from following the Lord, the God of

their fathers.

CHAPTER XXXV.
1 ^ And Josiah kept in Jerusalem the

pa«sover unto the Lord: and they slaughter-

ed the passover-sacrifice on the fourteenth

day of the first month.
2 And he placed the priests in their

charges, and strengthened them for the ser-

vice of the house of the Lord.

3 And he said unto the Levites that in-

structed all Israel, who were holy unto the

Lord, Set the holy ark in the house which
Solomon the son of David the king of Israel

did build; you have not to carry it any more
upon your shoulders: now serve the Lord
your God, and his people Israel.

4 And prepare yourselves by 3'our family

divisions, according to your cour.ses, after the

written order of David the king of Israel, and
after the written order of Solomon his son.

5 And stand in the holy place according

to the divisions of the family divisions of

your brethren the sons of the people, and
after the division of the families of the Le-

vites.

6 And slaughter the passover-sacrifice, and
sanctify yourselves, and prepare it for your
brethren, to do according to the word of the

Lord by the hand of Moses.

7 T[ And Josiah set apart for the sons of

the people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all

for the passover-sacrifices, for all that were
present, to the number of thirty thousand,

and of steers three thousand : these were of

the king's property.

8 ^ And his princes set apart (much) as a

freewill gift for the people, for the priests,

and for the Levites: Chilkiyah, and Zechar-

\ahu. and Jeohiel, the rulers of the house of

God, gave unto the priests for the passover-

sacrifices two thousand and six hundred
(lambs and kids), and three hundred steers.

9 And Conanyahu, and Shema'yahu and
Nethanel, his l)rothers, and Chashabyahu and
Je'iel and Jozabad, the chief of the Levites,

set apart unto the Levites for passover-sacri-

fices five thousand (lambs and kids), and five

hundred steers.

10 ^ So the service was established, and
the priests stood on their station, and the Le-

vites in their divisions, according to the king's

command.
11 And they slaughtered the passover-

sacrifice, and the priests sprinkled (the blood

received) from their hands, and the Levites

did the flaying.

12 And they removed the burnt-offerings to

give them to the divisions of the family divi-

sions of the sons of the people, to ofler (them)

unto the Lord, as it is written in the book of

Moses. And so did they with the steers.

13 And they roasted the passover by the fire

in accordance with the prescribed manner;
but the holy offerings they seethed in pots, and

in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them
speedily among all the sons of the people.

14 And afterward they prepared for them-

selves, and for the priests; because the priests

the sons of Aaron (were busied) in offering

burnt-oflerings and the fat until night; there-

fore the Levites prepared for themselves, and

for the priests the sons of Aaron.

15 And the singers the sons of Assaph

were on their station, according to the com-

mand of David, and Assaph, and Ileman,

and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the gate-

keepers were at every gate; they had no

need to depart from their service; because

their brethren the Levites prepared for them.

16 So was established all the service of

the Lord on the same day, to prepare the

passover-sacrifice, and to offer burnt-offerings

upon the altar of the Lord, according to the

command of king Josiah.

17 And the children of Israel that were

present prepared the passover-sacrifice at that

time, and (kept) the feast of unleavened

bread seven da^s.

18 And there was not holden any passover

like this in Israel from the days of Samuel

the prophet; and all the kings of Israel did

not keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and
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the priests, and the Levites, and all Judali

and Israel that were present, and the inhar

bitant.s of Jerusalem.

19 Tl In the cigliteenth year of the reign

of Josiali was this passover holden.

20 After all this, when Josiah had restored

the temple, came up Necho the king of Egypt
to fight against Karkemish by the Euphrates;

and Josiah went out against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him, say-

ing, What have I to do with thee, thou king

of Judah? I come not against thee this day,

but against the house" wherewith I have war;

and God hath commanded me to make haste:

forbear thee from meddling with God, who is

with me, that he may not destroy thee.

22 Nevertheless did Josiah not turn his

fiice away from him, but disguised'' himself,

to fight with him, and hearkened not unto

the words of Necho from the mouth of God
;

and he came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23 And the archers shot at king Josiah;

and the king said to his servants, Carry me
away ; for I am sorely wounded.

24 And his servants carried him away
out of that chariot, and conveyed him in

the second chariot that he had; and they

brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and
was buried in the sepulchres of his fathers.

And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for

Josiali.

25 ^ And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah

;

and all the singing men and the singing

women spoke of Josiah in their lamentations

to this day, and they instituted them as a
j

custom in Israel : and, behold, they are writ-

ten in the lamentations.
j

26 And the rest of the acts of Josiah, and i

his pious deeds, in accordance with what is

written in the law of the Lord, I

27 And his acts, the first and the last,

behold, they are written in the book of the

}

kings of Israel and Judah.
|

f)
CHAPTER XXXVI.

^ And the people of the land took

Jehojichaz the son of Josiah, and made him
|

king in his father's stead in Jerusalem.

2 Twenty and three years old was Jii-

achaz when he became king, and three

months did he reign in Jerusalem.

3 And the king of Egypt deposed him at

Jerusalem, and imposed a fine on the land of

a hundred talents of silver and a talent of

gold.

4 And the king of Egypt made Elyakim
his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem,

and changed his name to Jehoyakim. And
Joachaz his brother did Necho take away,
and bring him to Egypt.

5 Tf Twenty and five years old was Jehoja-
kim when he became king, and eleven years

did he reign in Jerusalem: and he did what
is evil in the eyes of the Lord his God.

G Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar
the king of Babylon, and he bound him with

fetters, to carry him away to Babylon.

7 And .some of the vessels of the house of

the Lord did Nebuchadnezzar carry to Baby-
lon, and he placed them in his temple at

Babylon.

8 And the rest of the acts of Jehoyakim,
and his abominable deeds which he did, and
that which was found concerning him, be-

hold, they are written in the book of the

kings of Israel and Judah: and Jehoyachin
his son became king in his stead.

9 T[ Eight" years old was Jehoyachin when
he became king, and three months and ten

days did he reign in Jerusalem : and he did

what is evil in the e3es of the Lord.

10 And with the expiration of the year

did king Nebuchadnezzar send, and had him
brought to Babylon, with the costly vessels of

the house of the Lord; and he made Zcdekiah
his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.

11 ^ Twenty and one years old was Zede-

kiah when he became king, and eleven years

did he reign in Jerusalem.

12 And he did what is evil in the eyes of

the Lord his God; he humbled himself not

before Jeremiah the prophet, according to the

command of the Lord.

13 And also against king Nebuchadnezzar
did he rebel, who had made him swear by
God; but he stiftened his neck, and hardened
liis heart so as not to return unto the Lord
the God of Israel.

'
i'. e. The royal house—that of Assyria, with whom the

j

' In 2 Kings xxiv. 8, we have " eighteen." Redak
Egyptians hud frequent wars. ' suggests that perhaps his father made him assistant ruler

" Zuiiz, "ho persisted to tight." when he was only eiplit years old.

1010



2 CHRONICLES XXXVI.

14 Also all the chiefs of the priests, and
the people, committed manifold trespasses

like all the abominable acts of the (foreign)

nations; and they defiled the house of the

Lord which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.

15 And the Lord the God of their fathers

sent to them by means of his messengers,

making (them) rise early, and sending
(them) ; because he had compassion on his

people, and on his dwelling-place;

16 But they mocked at the messengers of

God, and despised his words, and scorned

his prophets, until the fury of the Lord
arose against his people, till there was no
remedy.

17 And he brought over them the king of

the Chaldeans, who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanc-

tuary, and had no compassion upon young
man or virgin, the old man, and the aged

:

all did he give into his hand.

18 ^ And all the vessels of the house of

God, the great and the small, and the trea-

sures of the house of the Lord, and the trea-

sures of the king, and of his princes,—all

these did he carry to Babylon.
19 And they burnt the house of God,

and broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and
all her palaces they burnt with fire, and all

her costly vessels they gave up to destruc-

tion.

20 And those that had escaped from the

sword did he carry into exile to Babylon;
and they were servants to him and to his sons

until the kingdom of Persia came to the

government

;

21 To fulfd tlie word of the Lord by the

mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had satis-

fied its sabbaths;" all the days of its desola-

tion it rested, till seventy years were com-
pleted.

22 ^ And in the first year of Cyrus the

king of Persia, at the completion of the word
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, did

the Lord stir up the spirit of Cyrus the king
of Persia, so that he caused a proclamation

to be made throughout all his kingdom, and
also by means of writing, saying,

23 Thus hath said Cyrus the king of Per-

sia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the

Lord the God of heaven given me; and he
hath charged me to build him a house in

Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever
there is among you of all his people, may
the Lord his God be with him, and let him
go up.

See Lev. xxvi. 34.

ERRATA.

In page 63, note, line 14 from bottom, read " Not shall the sceptre depart."

Exodus xxiii. 5, read " thou must tiot do so."

2 Samuel xxii. 34, read " he causeth me to stand."

1 Kings viii. 25, for " spoke" read " spoken."
" sii. 24, for " saith" read " said."

" XV. 31, for "Nadad" read " Nadab."
Jeremiah ix. 21, for "it" read " them."
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