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URELY A PHILANTHROP
CO&ERATION IS DESIRED

Our large collection of illustrationshas cost years of labor by
hundreds of artists, and all this means an immense outlay of
money before the exhibit could start. Next comes heavy expense for suitable Opera Houses and large Auditoriums; as wall
a s for electric iight, advertising, the traveling expenses of the
exhibitors and their maintenance. So stupendous a w r k of
education, worth mrs'than a year's schooling, should be done
our AssoCia t pnblice@ense[ But since that was not
ation bas started the wofect. tnrstinp: that it wiU appeal to other
philanthroPisGa& BE EXTENDED WORL-IDE.
This is not as~l~icitation-wenever solicit! We merely state
the facts and thvs give opportunity to all to c&@mte .i
or a.4 Little as they may desire. We will help them by
ctures, or they may mperate with us.

HA IS UNSECTARUN and INTEQ-DENOMINATIONAL
The education which it gives is broadening and makes for
faith i
od, a deeper love for Him and for the Bible, and a
~roaderChristian sympathy for all mankind.

CREATION
Wisdom from Above, the Noblest Syience
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and the Best Instruction.
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PUBLIC AUDITORIUMS RATHER THAN' CMlWHES
are used, sqthat all--Catholics, Protestants, ~ e w s a n othersa
h y feelthe freer to come. The Exhlbits are Free; so that an,
rich and poar, may be profited by this phikinthropy.
Seenailas of Each Part of the Drama have been prepared,
so that the lessons of these lectures may be retained for further
future study. These should be in every home. We have p r y
vided these free in paper form a t the Exits.
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There k3 a call for the Sceaa7'do in better form, Accordingly

we have provided them in handsode paper covers a t 109 each
Part and in dath binding at 259 each Part. The purchasers
the m w deeply ipterested; hence to them
go the Reserved Seats he.
@fsPMe, IJB, This CbWbound, &It/ edged editm contains dl tbc? short k eetures' (96) and nearly
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I
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GOD'S GLORY IN THE HEAVENS
H E reverence of Jehovah is the beginning of wi5
dom." Only the foolish say in their heart, "There is
no God." "Day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge." "The heavens deIII:IO; 143; I ~ : I 2
,.
clare tlie glory of God."-Psalms
An appreciation of the infinite Power of the Creator and of
our own littleness should make 31s teachable: The study of
Creation is the "Key of ICnwle~gc." Using tl~ia Key we
begin to realize t h a t the onfy w o 4 y ambition is to co-operate
with our Creator's beheficent dmigJ respecting Hi9 Creation.
The planets of our System &pared wirh -our Sun are 'as
nothing. Imagine .the Sun's d&mt$qr that of a large flour
I(. -8tnall orange, Earth and
barrel: Jupiter would ~orn~ar.e.~q*
Venus as peas, and hlercury:+& Vgrs as raspberry seeds.
The Sun is three hundred %%mad t h e 8 the size of our
Earth. A train a t thirty m t h , 'u~'hour~ o u l dgo around the
Earth in one month, bu! three hundred and forty yeals would
be required for i t to travel the circumference of the Sun.
Our day and night arc the result of tho Eatth's rotation on
its own axis, while its motion around the Sun merits our year.
Planets nearer the Sun have shorter orbits, and hence, shorter
' years, while remote ones have longer years. A year on the
planet Mercury would equal three of our months. On N e p
tune, farthest off, a year equals 164 of Earth's years.
Yet our Sun is only one of theJixed stars, of which the most
up-todate astronomical methods estimate there are one hundred and twenty-five millions. Around each of these fixed
shrs undoubtedly revolves a planetary System like our own.
Thus reckoned, there are one thousand million worlds. Even
this is not the limit. If we should stand upon the farthest and
dimmest star, we should no doubt from there see as many more
beyond. We are appalled a t the greatness of the Universe.
The zodiacal signs illustrate various sections of the heavens,
visible a t different seasons.
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THE FIRST DAY OR EPOCH
H E Genesis account tells nothing about the formation of'the Earth itself. I t says, "In the beginning
the Earth was-without form and void"-shapeless,
empty. There were neither mou ntains nor valleys, trees nor
shrubs, riven nor oceans, but the Earth was. How long before
that it had been created, is not stated. The account of the
Days of Creation given in Genesis relates not to the construction
of our globe, but to the ordering of it for human habitation.
There are various theories regarding its formation. We
follow the one most closely harmonizing with the Bible. It is
called the Vailian theory. I t assumes that Saturn's rings and
Jupiter's belts illustrate Earth's development as a planet.
The Earth was once molten, as indicated by the igneous
rocks of the Azoic period: so called ,by scientists, but not
discussed in the Bible. When the Earth was molten, its
water and minerals were thrown off a great distance in gaseous
form. As these cooled and took shape, they constituted
great rings a t a distance from the Earth.
Gradually the motion of the rings became different from that
of the Earth in proportion to the distance from the center of
gravity. These rings of water and mineral gradually approaching the Earth would be kept off by centrifugal force, particularly
strong a t the equator. The "brooding" of Holy Energy d e
veloped a light, probably resembling the Aurora Borealis-not
sunlight. The Sun did not appear until the Fourth Day.
"Let there be light! and there was light." Thus, briefly,
is summed up the result of the 7,000 years, styled the First
Day. Not that God's Word would not have been sufficient
for any miracle, but because He prefers t o work out His glorious
designs along natural lines.--Genesis I :3.
There are scientists who claim that the Earth still has one
ring about it, an electrical ring which, falling, will in a few
years destroy fermentation, microbes and parasites, and
greatly assist plant and animal life.
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THE FOURTH .DAYOR EPOCH
ND &d made Cwo great lights, the greater light to rule
f i e day and the lesser light to rule the night."
It is not necessary to suppose that the Sun and the
Moon were created after our Earth. Instead there is a much
more reasonable way of viewing the matter. The Sun, the
Moon and the Stars were created long-before, but had never,
up to this time, cast their light upon the Earth because of the
impenetrable veil which canopied it.
.The appearante of the Sun and the Moon on the Fourth Day
implies.that another ring broke a t that time and precipitated
its great mass of water and mineral upon the Earth. Grea:
gullies were washed between the mountains. ,
The atmosphere, heavily charged with carbon, was wry
favorable to the development of plant life.
It is supposed that the Earth still had considerable heat in its
crust, that weans were warm and highly carboniferous, and
that the air was surcharged with carbon to the extent that no
breathing animal could have existed. But thosevery conditions
were extremely favorable to gigantic growths of vegetation.
This giant vegetation presumably passed into a condition
resembling that of the peat-beds of our day. These beds of
incipient coal afterwards came under great pressure, as one
after another the rings of Earth came down in deluges, burying
vegetation under slimy deposits. Our coal-fields are the result.
We,are not to assume that the Sun and the Moon shone on
the earth then as now. But they were discernible even through
heavy banks of fog and carbon-laden atmosphere. The influences of the Sun and the Moon were necessary to prepare
for higher forms of plant and animal life.
We may as properly lay stress on the word d e ad on the
word mi& in this text. God mused the Sun to rule the day

FORESTS OF COAL PERIOD
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THE PIPTH DAY OR
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HE carboniferous qualities of the water and the atmosphere having been absorbed into the cretaceous organisms

of the sea, which formed beds of limestone, and into the
rank vegetation which went to form the coal beds, the atmosphere of Earth began to be pure enough to permit life in breath-

-

ing animals. To this pefiod, therehie, belong.the amphibious
develcipmeqts of animal,life, such as:the cbcodile and other
animak which can live either omland or in the water. Birds
b'etong to this period, and in the latter part of it qppeared the
great Mammoth and the Sloth.
The conflict between Evolution and the Bible has been sharp.
Nevertheless, unnecessary friction has been generated.,
Only in respect to man does the Bible declare a special,
direct creation of God. The statements of Genesis in respect '
to the lower creatures rather favor something along the lines
of specialized Efdution. God said, "Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that
may fly abwe the Earth." (Genesis I:ZO, 21.) This is exactly
in harmony with our scientific findings that the beginning of
life came from the waters, arid later extended to the birds,
God later to land animals.
The Darwinian theory has disappointed those who swal1owed.it without a sufficiency of demonstration as to its truth.
(I Timothy 6:zo.) Recent demonstrations show that every '
mixture of species and kind, even where partly successful,
means a reversion to the o r i e a l standards within the third
or fourth generation in plants, flowers, fruits and in animals.
The c o r m thought would seem to be that under Divine
supervision various orders of creation were brought to a state
of,development and a fixity of species, not to be turned aside
nor thereafter altered. Not one suggestion is offered respecting human evolution from a lower creature; but quite the contrary. The ~ i b l furnishes
e
merely a basis for faith, "that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped.'+ Timothy 3:17.

is no variableness with Him, neither shadow of turning. The curse, the Death Sentence, foretold by the Lord,
was executed, but not instantly. Adam was not stricken
lifeless with a thunderbolt. From the very beginning God
foreknew all, and had planned the redemption of Adam, Eve
and their children. T o this end Jesus came and "died, the Just
for the unjust." As a result ultimately the curse of death will
be removed. "There shall be no more curse"-no more dying,
sighing, or crying, nor any more pain.-Revelation 22:3; ZI:~,5.
d l of us were told, and many of us believed fully, that the
penalty of Father Adam's disobedience wab eternal torture, in
which all of his posterity must share, except a few-the saintly,
the Elect. Told that this was the teaching of the Bible, we
accepted without proof.-I Thessalonians 5:21,
Now Christian people examine their Bibles more carefully.
They find that the curse, or penalty for sin, is a totally different-one. "The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23.) "The
soul that sinneth i t shall die." This penalty of death has
rested against Adam and his family for six thousand years. It
has brought sorrow, sighing, pain and trouble; i t has blighted
our lives mentally, morally and physically.-Romans 5:1z.
' It is this curse of death that was pronounced against Father
Adam, according to the Genesis account, and also according
t o the New Testament. "Accursed is the earth for thy sake;
thorns and thistles shall i t bring forth unto thee. I n the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread until thou return unto the
ground from whence thou wast taken, for dust thou art and
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PRID+JEALOUSY-BIPGER-WURDER

O children were born to Adam and Eve in Eden. They
labored with sweat of face for quite a time before their
first-born came. Doubtless he was birth-marked
with a jealous, unhappy disposition. Tail anduced to fretfulness in those who knew,a happier lot in Eden. Fault-&ding
with each other, resentment against the Cr%atos, discqtent
with thefr lot, probably sna~kedtheir d s p & + 2 @ n , The
world has since been under a "reign of Sin and neath,n
Daughters, aho were born to them,and later another son,
Abel, of a vetp different disposition from th& &st-born. The
experience of ltfe may h a s mellowed th& hearts. They remembered an intimation of hope connected with their swtence;
namely, that the Seed c
d the woman should bruise the serpent's
head. Abel's disposition indicates that he had a contrite
b e a , ~and desired to please God. If parents t e a l i i to what
erte&tmental mditiom affecttheir offspring, all would strive
-to bestow favorable birth-traits on their children.
Years passed. Cain and Abel were inspired by the promise
nspe%ing the Seed of the woman, and the hope for recoveFy.by
Divine favor. They apptoa+ed 'the Lord with offerings to re>&* a blessing. Abel's sacrifice of animal life God accepted,
because i t typified the necessity for Jesus' death as the basis
for fo?giveness of sin. God's rejection of Cain's offering teaches
&at without shedding of blood there c w be no remission cf
s b . Cain should have promred an animal for acceptable
sacrifice, in obedience to the Divine mll, Instead, he allowed
anger, malice, hatred, and strife to burn in his heart, and became a murderer.--Genesis 4:s-8.
St. Paul says that Abel's blood cried to God for justice
against Cain, But Jesus' blood cried to God for mercy on the
sirmer. Every injustice cries to God for justice. By a special
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ABEL TEE FIRST XARTYR

T

HE word "martyr" signifies w'tness, and is particularly

used in reference to those who witness t o the Lord's
cause faithfully, a t the cost of suffering or death.
Abel has the distinction of being God's first martyr. I t is very
remarkable that nearly all the martyrs have suffered a t the
hands of "brethren."
Thus Jesus and the Apostles received
their persecution chiefly from Jewish brethren, sharers of
the same blessed hopes and promises. (John 16:2, 3.) How
strange that i t should be thus!
Similarly, during this Gospel Age, Christians have suffered
martyrdom a t the hands of fellow Christians. Thus the
Scriptures foretold, saying, "Your brethren that hated you and
that cast you out, said, 'The Lord be glorified. But He shall
appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed." Every martyr,
in proportion to his faithfulness, will ultimately receive a
crown of life, while all persecutors will ultimately be ashamed.
The reign of Sin and Death continued for four thousand
years before God sent His Son into the world to be its Redeemer
and Deliverer. The Redeemer will set i t free from bondage t o
Sin and Death, but He could not do so unless first He paid the
death penalty--dying, the Just for the unjust. During those
four thousand years vague promises were given from time t o
time. But no start was made to fulfil them until Jesus a p
peared. Even those vague promises were confined to the Jewish nation. Outside nations, the Gentiles, received no promi ses of relationship to God. They were condemned sinners,
and no hopes were held out to them. As St. Paul says, they
were without hope-"being aliens from the commonwealth. of
Israel, and strangers from the c'ovenants of promise, having no
I hope, and without God in the world."-Ephesians
2:12.
For six thousand years, according to St. Paul, we have had a
I
i reign of Sin and Death. Christians are still praying for the
i blessed Day of Messiah, for Satan's binding. Then blessings
i will displace sin, sorrow and death.-Revelation 21:4.

XISCONCEPTION OF GOD COPEJD

'
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.
SORROW AlVR MOURNING BEGUN

Yfi

rst death inadam's family must have cast a great
shadow. The hope centered in the Divine promise that
the Seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's head

was temporarily snuffed out. Shortly after, Seth was born.
His name indicates that his parents hoped that he would he the
man promised of the Lord-not seeing that the promised One
would be the Messiah, who would come long afterward, and
for whose work the world still waits.
Although we speak of this as the first death, we must not
forget that from the Divine standpoint Adam and his race
were already dead, in that none can regain everlasting life except through the Redeemer's work of Sin-Atonement.
At present the population of the world consists of sixteen
hundred millions, ninety thousand dying every day.
It is undoubtedly fortunate for our fallen race that we cannot
appreciate deeply the sorrows and difficulties of others. Each
individual, each family, has about as large a share of sorrow as
i t can properly bear. Indeed, the poet, realizing the folly of
unrestrained grief, has well sung,
"Go bury t h y sorrow,
The world has its share,
G o bury i t deeply,
G o hide i t with care."
Hope, joy and peace come t o us through the Divine promise
that the time is coming when there shall be no more sorrow or
dying, no more si-n or pain. Fof Messiah's Kingdom shall conquer S
i
n and Death and cause God's will to be done on Earth as
fully as it is now done in Heaven.-Matthew 6:9, 10.
Our experiences with Sin and its penalty should make us all
sympathetic. We should do nothing to add to the sorrow of
others, but everything to relieve. The words of Jesus touch
thts chord of svmuathv,
.
.."Come unto Me,. all ye
- that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." There is no rest for
the weary of heart except in union with Christ.

-

WIIILE THE ARK WAS PREPARING

T

HE disloyal course of the angels apparently continued

.

for centuries without any outward manifestationof God's
ability to check them. Thus all the holy angels were
tested, and all who chose "were disobedient in the days of
Noah!-I
Peter 3 :20.
Noah's family was singled out as exceptional, in the statement, "Now Noah was perfect in his generh3'-implying
that few or no others were perfectly generated--of pure Adamic
stock. (Genesis 6: 9.) Noah's family, therefore, included all
the uncontaminated--only eight persons. They, by Divine
command, built the Ark, and thus witnessed to the world
the Divine intention respecting a Deluge.
Noah's message respecting a Divine judgment by a Deluge
seemed ridiculous. Until the Deluge there was no rain. The
last of the great "rings" which then flooded the Earth was of
pure water. For centuries it was spread out over the firmament. The whole Earth was a great hothouse. There were
practically no changes of seasons, nor storms, because the great
water canopy preserved it in perpetual Summer. Of that
period we read: "For as yet there was no rain on the Earth."
(Genesis 2:s.) Noah, the preacher of righteousness, was
mocked and considered a fool because of his faith in'God's
Word, just as others of the Lord's people a t various times have
been mocked by those who lacked faith, and are yet mocked.
Finally, the Deluge came. "The fountains of the great deep
[canopy] were broken up." The breaking of the canopy precipitated millions of tons of water a t both poles, forming two
great tidal waves, covering the Earth for a great depth, deepening the ocean beds, and throwing up additional mountains.
The cradle of the world is supposed to have been in Armenia.
Geology tells us that the land of that vicinity was a t one time
a quiet settling pond, as evidenced by heavy alluvial deposits.
In this vicinity thearkfloated, and by Divine protectionlanded
on Mt. Ararat its precious freight for the world's new start.
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DEMIGODS OF GREECE AND EGYPT

ave the learned wondered what foundation Grecian Mythology might have had. Now, taking heed to
the sure Word of God, we perceive that the angels who

materialied before the Flood were the gods of Mythology,
while their offspring, the giants, were the demigods. The suggestion may well start a flood of reflection in thinking minds.
Egyptologists have been astonished by their findings in the
tombs of the Pharaohs. In some of these, historic tablets have
been found, tracing the ancestry of the Pharaohs apparently
back to Creation-the first Pharaoh-Adam.
But these tablets show so many more generations than the Bible record that
Egyptologists lose all faith in the Genesis account. They become Higher Critics, discount the Bible record and pin their
faith t o the Egyptian tablets. They confess, however, that
these tablets vary, and more or less contradict each other.
Concededly, the most accurate is TEEABMOS TABLET,found
in the sepulchre of Seti I.-probably the Pharaoh who made
Joseph his Prime Minister and who is supposed t o have died
about 120 years before Moses was born.
The chief fault found with this Tablet is that i t is not so
lengthy as some of the others. Nevertheless, Pharaoh, Seti I.,
preserved this Tablet for us with great care. He sank a shaft
sixty feet deep through solid rock. At that level his masons
is
cut out the stone staircase on which THEABYDOSTABLET
portrayed. An exact copy of i t is to be found in the British
Museum. At considerable expense and with difficulty we
have secured the photograph of it, which we here present.
Our object is to show that this best of Egyptian records fully
corroborates the Genesis account.
This list of Pharaohs is shorter than the,others because it
omits the names of gods and demigods. I t is the complete
Egyptian record'of the purely human line of rulers back to
Adam. Furthermore, these omissions occur a t the appropriate
place-at the time of the Deluge.

JACOB'S LADDER DREAM
TEVER uninspired writers have said in condemnation of Jacob, the inspired writers of the
Bible say nothing in special condemnation,, but
much in his praise. His faith was specially commended.
Jacob was the acknowledged heir of the great Covenant God
made with his grandfather Abraham. This promise was considered so important, and faith in it so necessary, that God
subsequently confirmed i t by His oath. Divine Wisdom indicated beforehand that the blessing would not come through
Ishmael, but through Isaac.-Genesis 21 :12.
St. Paul states that this Divine decision was made before
either Jacob or Esau had done anything bearing upon the
choice. God simply foreordained that the blessing should
come through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and later through
,
Jacob's family, the children of Israel.-Romans ~ : I I 12.
Esau loved pleasure and sport. Jacob, his twiq brother,
born a moment later, loved the Abrahamic Promise, and
counted all earthly possessions as nothingin comparison tothe
gaining of that prize. Both men were hungry one day; Jacob
had prepared himself a feast, but instead of giving one half t o
his brother, he offered him the whole of i t in exchange for his
inheritance in the Promise made to Abraham. Esau gladly accepted, esteeming the food more precious than a promise which
seemed likely never to be fulfilled.--Genesis 25 :3 1-34.
Jacob's mother, knowing Esau's lack of character, concluded that Jacob, having purchased the birthright, might
properly impersonate Esau and obtain the blessing. She knew
thatit would mean to him loss of home and risk of life. Fleeing
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*represented the fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant, in
'which Jacob was deeply interested, the reestablishment of
peace and fellowship between Heaven and Earth.

ESAU SELLIHG HIS BIRTHRIGHT
A
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ISAAC BLESSING JACOB

JACOB SERVING FOR RACHEL

JOSEPH'S COAT IDENTIFIED
ACOB had become a patriarch, the father of twelve sons,
the younger two of whom were Joseph and Benjamin.

UOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BaETHREN

sold him into slavery in Egypt, and took his elegant coat of
many colbrs, bedraggled it in the blood of a kid and the dust
and brought it to their father. Jacob identified it as Joseph's;
Joseph until I join him in Sheol." (Genesis 37:35.) Sheol is
t h e Hebrew word for tomb.
Q i s is the first use of the word Sheol in the Bible. Sheol
i ~ t h only
e
word translated hell in the Old Testament, Comman Version. All scholars now admit i t really signifies the
i ~ m b ,the d8eath-state. Jacob did not think of his beloved
@ ah having gone t o a Sheol of eternal torture, nor did he
the thought of joining him there. Jacob knew of no
@"c&.place as Dante and others describe.
The explanation is simple. I n old English literature the

day by Divine Power, from the tomb, the death condition.
The translators of the Revised Version Bible refused to
translate these words, Sheol and Hades, by our English word
Hell, because the gradual change of language has attached a
totally different meaning from what i t originally had-the
grave. See marginal readings of Psalms 55:15; 86:13.
The learned translators, however, could not agree to render

U OB THE DARK 4QES-DAWfE

a

THE BIBLE HELL-SHEOL-HADES

JOSEPHHONORED BY PHARAOH

I

N due time Joseph revealed himself to his brethren. After

speaking sternk to them he made them a feast, sending
them portions from his own table. They were astcnished
and fearful, wondering what the kindness signified. Then,
sending away the Egyptian servants, Joseph made himse!f
known to his brethren, assuring them of his forgiveness, and
that God had caused all of his trying experiences t o work out
for his good, and that he was glad to be the saver of their lives
as well as the lives of the Egyptians, under the Providential
guidance which sent him to Egypt-Genesis 45:4-8.
It is assumed by Bible scholars that if Joseph typically represented Christ and His Church, esalted to Kingdom honors,
so Joseph's brethren would represent the Jews, and the Egyptians represent the remainder of mankind. If this be true, it
tells us that neither Jews nor Gentiles have aught t o fear from
the glorious exaltation of Messiah. On the contrary, the
Glorious One who was crucified, premeditates a great "feast
of fat things" for the whole world, including his brethren, who
sold him to be crucified.-Isaiah z5:6.
The strength of Joseph centered in his knowledge of the
Divine Promise made to Abraham. Surely a knowledge of
God's Plan seems indispensable. Trust in God was the secret
of faithfulness in all the worthy ones of the past. The same
principle still holds true. I t seems true, as sometimes charged,
that lawlessness is growing in proportion as Higher Criticism
destroys faith in the Bible and its promises.
When later the Israelites moved into Egypt, we see the
faith of Joseph manifested in his dyiqg request. He said,
"God will surely visit you and bring you out of this land
[Egypt] into the land [Canaan] which He sware to Abraham."
He was solicitous that his bones be carried with the Israelites
into Canaan. (Genesis 50:24,25.) Joseph's various experiences seem to Bible students to typify those of Jesus and His
Church-in suffering and in subsequent glory and honor.

ISRAELITES IN BONDAGE

1-

PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER BINDS MOSES

ISRAEL AT TFIE RED SEA

God's message, "Let My people go!"

Time and again

. plagues were given as a punishment for refusingtolet

a

them go. Time and again Pharaoh declared that if the plagues
were stopped he would let them go, and time and again he
broke his word. The Scriptures say, "And for this very purpose God raised Pharaoh up, t h a t H e might show forth His
Power through him." This is interpreted to mean that God
could have brought another prince to the throne of Egypt.
He favored this particular Pharaoh because of his wicked selfwill, obstinacy and selfishness.
The Scriptures declare that the Lord hardened Pharaoh's
heart. The explanation is that i t was the goodness of God that
hardened Pharaoh's heart. . Divine goodness and generosity
were ,shoyn,in the removal of the various plagues as soon as
Pharaoh promised to do right. This, instead of inciting him t o
love and obedience, led him t o a greater obstinacy. He determined, as he had passed through one plague after another, that
others could not be much worse. H e paid dearly for his defiance.-Exodus
4:zi; 7:3; 14:4.
The tenth plague was the crisis. All the first-borns of Egypt
died, but t h e first-borns of Israel under the sprinkled blood
were safe. Thus God pictured the "Church of the Firstborns," now being "called" out from the world. After glorification by the First Resurrection they will be the "Royal
Priesthood," Spiritual Levites, for the blessing of all Israel, and
through Israel, all the families of the Earth.
Bible students hold the Passover night to have typified this
Gospel Age of nearly nineteen centuries, during which the spirit
begotten ones, the church of the First-borns, are to'be passed
over, or specially saved, and made partakers of the Divine
nature and associates in the Messianic Kingdom for the bless-
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MOSES SPEAKING TO ISRAEL

THE WILDERNESS JOURXEY

CROSSING THP. JORDAN

INALLY, after their wilderness journey of forty years,
the Israelites were brought to the Jordan, and shown
where they were to cross over under the leadership of
~ o s h u a . Moses meantime, after blessing Joshua, had died in
Mt. Nebo.-Deuteronomy 4:z1, 22; 9:1; 32:48-52; 34:5, 9.
On this occasion, a stupendous miracle permitted the Israelites to pass through the bed of the Jordan into Canaan, the
waters being cut off. Everything was so well timed by the
Lord .that when the Priests stepped up to the waters, bearing
the Ark, and their feet touched the outer edge, the waters be-

Israel'had pabsed over.-Joshua 3 :3-17.
Infidelity has scoffed a t this incident as an impossibility,
but recent research shows that the miracle did take place, and
the means which the Lord adopted for it. Be i t understood
that every miracle, from the Divine standpoint, is simple
enough. Yet God, even in miracles, usually operates along the
lines of natural means. I t is now ascertained that the waters
of the Jordan were cut off some miles above the place of cfossing, a t a place called Adam. There a great hillside slid into
the river, filling its bed and causing the water to back up,
forming little lakes. Gradually i t cut its way through. It
was then that the Israelites passed over Jordan "dry shod."
Antitypically, the crossing of Jordan would represent the
fact that God's people now pass from death unto life, through
faith in the blood of Jesus. The new life beguri, they walk by
faith, they live by faith, and by faith they fight the good fight,
i n the name of the Lord and under His guidance. And the
name Joshua means Jesus, Savior, Deliverer.

ecial instruction

JEPHTHAH'S DAUGHTER MEETS HIN

DAVID ANOINTED BY SMUEL
H E story of the selection of David, the shepherd boy,
to be King over Israel, is .full of interest for both old
and young. The Prophet Samuel, who did the anointing, was guided specially of the Lord. Samuel himself was
dedicated to the Lord in his youth. When the time came
for him t o anoint a successor to King Saul, all the sons of
Jesse passed before him. They were a fine family, and he
wae expecting one after another to be the proper one, but
God guided him otherwise. David, the lad who was with the
sheep; was not thought of until all the others had been scanned
in +ah; then David was brought, and the Lord indicated
that this was the one to be anointed.-I Samuel r6:1-13.
The story of David is of special interest to us because his
name signifies Beloved, and because he typified The ChristJesus and His faithful brethren, the Church, God's specially
beloved, the Elect, who are to inherit the Messianic Kingdom.
David was anointed long years before he became king. So
Christ received the anointing of the Holy Spirit a t His baptism,
and the Church received the anointing a t Pentecost-long
years b,efore the Messianic Kingdom's establishment. The
trials and testings of David were to prepare him for his office
as king. And likewise the trials and difficulties of The Christ,

rate from the kingly office, butinChristthe twoofficescombine.
This was illustrated in the double office of Melchisedec, who
was a priest upon his throne, q r a royal priest. Similqrly, The
Christ, Head and Body, will be the antitypical Royal Priesthood, to reign for a thousand years. This is in harmony with

ection will be kings and
rist a thousand years.-

GOLTATH BEHEADED BY DAVID

KXRG SAUL'S LIFE SPARED

ING SAUL was the first of Israel's kings. He was tall,
head and shoulders above his brethren, and from the
human standpoint was rather ideal. He had considerable wisdom, too. Indeed, that was his failure. He overlooked the fact that his Kingdom differed from all other
kingdoms, and he attempted to rule after the manner of other
kings. In the case of Israel, God declared Himself King, and
the person upon the throne was really His representative, and
should be guided by Him in everything Because David at
h p r t w a s anxious to do all these things, and very repentant
whenever he learned that he was wrong, he was spoken of as "a
man after God's own heart." His heart was right.
The anointing of David was kept a secret, but Saul nevertheless began to see that God's favor was with David, and that the
people of Israel loved him, especially after he delivered them
from Goliath, and won a number of battles. Rig Saul selfishly desired that his own family should be perpetuated upon
the throne, and hence he was bent upon destroying David.
He made him an outlaw, and on every occasion sought to
kill him, and thus thwart God's purpose.
David, on the contrary, on two occasions had King Saul's
life a t his disposal, yet did not take it. In this he was a man
after God's own heart. God had caused him to be anointed,
and would give him the throne. Until God's time should
come, David would wait. In sparing King Saul's life, David
acted in harmony with the Lord's will: "Touch not Mine
anointed, and do My Prophets no harm." King Saul was
God's anointed, and i t was for God t o depose him and to give
the throne to David in His own time. And He did
How valuable it would be to all of ua to learn this lesson of
patience and waiting upon the Lord, for Him to direct in His
own time and in His own way. This was the spiritof Jesus:
"Not My will [as a man], but Thiie Father Divine], be

THE WITCH OF EHDOR

E have already noted that the fallen angels a t the
time of the Deluge were barred from further materialization. Since then they have sought otherwise
t o influence humanity. Few would communicate with them
if they knew their real character; hence they represent themselves as being our dead friends and relatives. As such they
attempt to communicate with the living through "mediums,"
who are deceived, else they would not serve as "mediums" fo:
demons.-Isaiah 8x9; Deuteronomy 18: 912.
In olden times these mediums were called witches, wizards,
necromancers. They had "familiar spirits," or were familiar
with the spirits who were disobedient in the days of Noah.
God had forewarned Israel against these evil spirits and their
mediums. He said that no such mediums should be permitted
to live in the land of Israel. They might operate amongst
nations not under Divine care, but God's representative, Saul,
was commanded to put to death all such.
When Ring Saul got out of fellowship with God, who &fused
further communications, he turned for advice to a witch a t
Endor, and asked her to awaken Samuel the Prophet, who
meantime had died. The evil spirits impersonated Samuel
easily enough, and the witch gave the King messages in his
name, whereas Samuel was dead and could not give or receive
messages. King Saul saw nothing; he merely received an
answer from the witch, who said she saw and heard Samuel.
The evil spirits have some way of knowing much respecting
the future. But anybody under the circumstances might have
known the fate to expect for Saul and hi army. The King
himself knew what to expect. I t was this that troubled him
and led him to seek the witch, contrary to the Divine command.
I t is not for a moment supposable that God and Samuel, having
refused to communicate with the King, would change and per-

THE DEMONIAC OF GADARA

THE PROPHET'S REPROOF
HERE is one thing about the Bible distinctly different
from every other book-its honesty. Although David
was king and his own family succeeded hi for generations, nothing prevented the full details of his misdeeds in
respect to Uriah and his wife. The wrong is as fully exposed
as though the King had been a menial of the lowest class.
The Prophet of the Lord was sent directly to the King by
Divine command. He made a parable showing the injustice,
and asked what would be the just decision. King David was
angry, and asked the name of the unjust man that he might b6
punished. God's Prophet fearlessly declared, "Thou art the
man!" Humbly, the King confessed his sin to the Lord. H e
had already seen his horrible mistake, but its portrayal ini
tensified the wrong. He wept and prayed before the Lord in
sacFcloth and ashes for forgiveness. '
In this respect David was a man after God's own heart.
Every time he was overtaken in a fault and snared by his own
weakness, he confessed, reformed and sought forgiveness.
God accepted King David's penitence and restored him to
His favor; but this did not prevent his suffering punishment
for his wrong course. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasten5x7; Proverbs 3: 11, 12;Hebrews IZ:~,6.
eth."-Job
The honesty of the Bible is exemplified in both the Old Testament and the New. We are told of Abraham's m i s t a k e s
"the friend of God." We are also told the faults of the Apostles.
The noble St. Peter was so overcome with fear that he denied
his Master three times with oaths. We are told of St. Peter's
dissembling before Jews and Gentiles. We are told that St.
Paul, the Apostle that took the place of Judas, was once the
cruel Saul of Tarsus, who authorized the stoning of St. Stephen,
and was very injurious to the early Church. Of St. Peter and
St. John we read: "They were ignorant and unlearned men."
No other book in the world manifests so great honesty or deserves the same confidence as the Bible.
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S King David, who was after God's own heart, loyal t o

Him, represented The Christ in earthly trials, afflictions and victories, so King Solomon typified the
Church glorified. Whereas King David's reign was full of
wars, King Solomon's had none. He was not only a prince of
peace, but was a wise, rich king, who builded the Temple of
Jehovah.-I
Kings 4:24; 6:1; I O : ~ , 23, 24.
King Solomon's fame spread abroad through the then civilized earth. The Queen of Sheba, who came to see for herself,
declared that the half had never been told. Jesus referred t o
this visit of the Queen of Sheba, saying that she came from a
great distance to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Thus she put
to shame the people of Palestine, who disregarded the great
Teacher of superior wisdom, a greater than Solomon.
Evidently our appreciation of values depends much upon
the eye. So the eyes of our understanding must be opened
before we can truly appreciate spiritual things. Thus Jesus
said to His followers, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and
your ears, for they hear."-Matthew 13 :16.
Already we see many of the inconsistencies of the past. No
longer would a Roman Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury
condemn to the flames Sir John Oldcastle because of episcopalian differences. Our eyes, both Catholic and Protestant, have
opened and are still opening. What we evidently need is that
the eyes of our understanding should be opened widely that we
might see the lengths and breadths, the heights and depths of
the love of God. God is pleased to open the eyes of only a
small class a t the present time; namely, that class which turns
from sin and makes a full consecration to walk in the footsteps
of Jesus. Their eyes shall be opened that they may see the
King in His beauty, even by the eye of faith, looking through
the telescope of God's Word. "Beholding as in a glass thz
glory of the Lord," the followers of Jesus are "changed into
the same image, from glory to glory."-t Corinthians 3x8.
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HAULING TEMPLE TIMBERS

w

THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD

E have already noticed that the Tabernacle repre-

sented God's temporary residence with the Israelites.
Later on, the Temple was substituted for the Tabernacle. Thus God indicated that He would later abide permanently with His people.
King David, as we have seen, represented Christ during
this Gospel Age. He collected the materials for the Temple,
but was not permitted to build. The lesson is that the Divine
arrangement complete is not to be established by Christ in the
flesh, but by the Christ of glory, represented by Solomon.
The Temple of Solomon was destroyed in B. C. 606, but
later on King Herod, who was not a Jew, but a descendant of
Esau, favored the Jews by building a great Temple which was
in its grandeur in Jesus' day.
Those Temples were merely typical of the greater Temple
which St. Paul and St. Peter declared to be the Church. "The
Temple of God is holy, which Temple ye are;" and again: "Ye
are built up a Holy Temple, a habitation of God through the
Spirit." St. Peter declares all of God's faithful saints to be
Royal Priests, living stones in the Temple of God, through
which, eventually, all the world shall have access to God.
The stones of Solomon's Temple were shaped a t the quarry
before being brought to the Temple site. Likewise its beams
were prepared in advance. The workmen put together the
Temple "without sound of hammer." Every piece was so
thoroughly fitted that no force was necessary.
This typified 'the building of the antitypical Temple, the
preparation of the Church in the present life and their construction by and by as God's SpiritualTemple, by resurrection
power. This is the meaning of the trials, chiselings and polishi n g ~which all true Christians must receive. The resufrection
chnge will bring all these living stones together without force
or compulsion. Then the glory of the Lord will fill the true
Temple and the New Dispensation will begin.
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romised King David that the Messianic Kigrlom
should come through his line, and for several centuries
no king reigned in Jerusalem except David's posterity.

The last was King Zedekiah. Of him God declared through
the Prophet (Ezekiel 21:~s-z7), "0 thou profaneand wicked
, ~rince,whose time is come that iniquity should have an end!
I Take off the diadem, remove the crown; this shall not be the
' saqe, I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, until He come
whoseright it is, and I will give i t t o Him." This was another
way of saying that there would be no more kings of David's
lirie until Messiah. This has been fulfilled during the long
period of zgf9 years from then until now. All later kings were
,tributary, and none of David's line.
When God took His Kingdom from Zedekiah, He told him
through one of the Prophets that he would be carried prisoner
byPNebuchadnezzarto Babylon; and by another Prophet that
he would never see Babylon. Roth prophecies came true, for
Nebuchadnezzar caused his eyes to be put out when a prisoner,
and in that condition he went to Babylon.
But God's promise to David, "Of the fruit of thy loins shall
a king sit upon thy throne forever," was not broken. The
message, to Zedekiah merely indicates that the throne 'ceased
to be recognized of the Lord, and would thus remain until
Messiah's Kingdom.
But the First Advent of Jesus did not fulfil this prophecy;
for, although Jesus is the Messiah, He has not yet entered
upon His Kingly office. Jesus began His service as a Priest"He offered up Himself." His offering continues these nineteen htlndred years. Since Pentecost He has been accepting
and offering as His members such as present their bodies living
sacrifices. (Romans 12:1.) These joint-sacrificers are promised, as "members of the Body of Christ," a share in the
Messianic reign of a thousand years, for the blessing of Israel
and the whole world.-Revelation 20:6.
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JERUSALEl DESOLATED SEVENTY YEARS

N

EBUCHADNEZZAR, after blinding King Zedekiah,
deported him and the people to Babylonia, and utterly destroyed Jerusalem-atld its Temple with fire.
The Bible say? that the city lay desola2e for seventy years.
Those seveq!y years of desolationof Jerusalem are Scripturally declared to h;bve been a punishment upon the Israelites
for not properly k+ing tpeir Jsbiee years, which God had
appointed them. Every fiftieth year was to be a Jubilee year,
when all debts expired and all property was to be returned to
its original owner--typifying the coming "Times of Restitution." (Acts 3:1~21.) But the Israzlites, like all other
peoples, were selfish. They knew that this observance would
mean loss. Hence they kept these Jubilee Sabbaths very imperfectly for awhile, and gradually discontinued them.
God explains that the seventy years' desolation following
$ 3 taking
~
of the Israelites into captivity was a substitute for
the whole number of Jubilee years. This we read was, "to
fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed her Sabbaths; for so long as she lay desolate
she kept Sabbath, t o fulfil threescore and ten years!'-2
Chronicles 36:21; Jeremiah 25:11.
Bible students reason that if the entire number of Jubilees
was to be seventy, and if the Jubilee cycles were forty-nine
years each, then seventy cycles from the time the Jubilees
were instituted would mark the beginning of theAntitypica1
J u b i l e e t h e "Times of Restitution." This they reckon somewhere about the year A. D. 1874. Many hold that we are
living in the time when the Antitypical Jubilee is being inaugurated; mankind will return gradually to all their rights and
privileges foi a thousand ,years. The present spcial unrest is
incidental to the great change. We are living in the beginning
of the New Era. Growing intelligence is bringing emancipation,
and shortlptlie'Messianic Kingdom will multiply the blessings
, and wipe out the curse.-Revelation 21:4,5.

BLOWING JUBILEE TRUMPETS

El

NEBUCHADNEZZAR GmAT AND PROUD

D

ANIEL, a young Israelite taken captive to Babylon
with others, later became God's Prophet. KingNebuchadnezzar had an impressivedream whichon waking
he could not recall. His "wise men" could not help hi.
Finally Daniel, guided by the Lord, told both the dream and
its interpretation.-Daniel 2:1, 5 , 26-30.
The dream and its interpretation interests and concerns us
today as much or more than it did Nebuchadnezzar. In his
dream the King saw a great Image; its head was gold, its breast
and arms silver, its belly and sides brass, its legs iron, and its
feet iron intermingled and smeared with clay. Then the King
saw a Stone cut out of the mountain without hands and hurled
a t the feet of the Image. The Image fell, ground to powder,
and the wind carried it away. Then the Stone grew until it
filled the earth.-Daniel 2: 31-35.
The Divine interpretation of this dream, given through
Daniel, explains that the head of the Image was the Babylonian Kingdom, the breast and arms the succeeding MedoPersian Empire, the belly and sides of brass the Grecian
Empire, which foHlowed, and the legs the succeeding Roman
Empire. The feet represented the 'Tloly Roman Empire" ,
and its successors; the iron of the feet thecivilpowet,theclay
intermingled and smearing over theironpictured the ecclesias.tical power of our day. Thus seen, we are living in the days
ok the ten toes, or divisions of the Image.
$fie Stone represents God's Kingdom, which the clay on the
feet of- the Image imitated. The Stone represents God's
Ei&#Church, gathered out from Jews and Gentiles, and from
every nation and denomination, toconstitute Messiah's Kingdog. Shortly, this Kingdom will be established in power
and great glory, and the kingdoms of this world will disappear
as by magic. . Messiah's Kingdom will then grow until it
6lls the whole earth, and brings all things under its control,
every wilful sinner being cut off in the Second Death.

DANIEL'S DREAM-ANOTHER VIEW
ETWEEN Zedekiah and Messiah, there has been a long
period of time. During this period God gave a lease of
government to the Gentile Kingdoms, represented in.
Nebuchadnezzar's Image. That lease of power to rule +e
world as best they could was to last for "seven times"-seven
symbolic years, each day of which (lunar time) would represent
a year. Thus "seven times" would mean seven times three
hundred and sixty, that is, 2520 years. That period is apparently due to expire in 1915. In other words, very soon the
Gentile lease of Earthly Dominion expires. Then the due
time will come for Messiah's Kingdom to bkgin its reign. This
seems to explain present social unrest
The same facts presented to King.Nebuchadnezzar, God
showed under diierent symbols to the Prophet Daniel. Instead of a great Image, Daniel saw great Beasts. This means
that the Gentile governments, so grand to worldly men, appear beastly from the Divine viewpoint. Surely we can agree
to this as we look over the bloody pages of history; the world
has been under beastly rule, even though the best it was able
to provide for itself-and though much worse conditions
could be imagined-for instance, Anarchy.
The first beast of Daniel's dream,alion,representedBabylon;
the second, a bear, Medo-Persia; the third, a leopard, Greciathe four heads representing Alexander the Great's successors,
four generals. The fourth beast represented the Roman Empire. Its ten horns corresponded totheten toesof the Image,
The horn that had eyes and was crowned,isbelieved by many
to re~resentecclesiasticalpower
enthroned amid political power.
A judgment scene was shown to Daniel, in which all these

red like unto The Son of
s a perpetual one, that all
all beastly governmentcl
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KlBG BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST

P

R I D E overbalanced Nebuchadnezzar's judgment, and,
in the plain of Dura, he was led to erect a great image
of himself as Earth's Ruler, to which all people were required to bow down in obedient reverence! If the people could
regard him as a god, they would be the more sure to obey him.
But among them were three Hebrews who refused to bow the
knee. Their religious scruples were not respected. I t was
enough that they were defying Emperor Nebuchadnezzar. A
great furnace was heated seven times, or as hot as possible, and
into i t the three servants of God were cast. The men who
threw them in inhaled flame and died. Nebuchadnezzar
and his lords, looking over toward the furnace, saw the three
unhurt and with them One like unto the Son of God. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged the God of the Hebrews and commanded all the people to worship Him. Although God's
people today may be subjected to fiery trials, they will probably not be literally burned in a furnace. Nevertheless,
God's power can keep their hearts in every trouble.
I t wis after this that Nebuchadnezzar became insane and
beast-like lived upon herbage, seven years, after which his
reason was restored and he gave glory to God.
Later on came Belshazzar's Feast, the handwriting on the
wall and the fall of Babylon, when the kingdom of the Medes
and Persians, represented in the Image by the silver, and by
the Bear in Daniel's vision, took possession of the dominions
once ruled by Babylon. Cyrus' army turned aside the Euphrates, marched in through the river-bed and captured the
city supposed to be impregnable.
Babylon is the symbolical name in Revelation for a great
Ecclesiastical System. Its fall is described as accomplished
through the drying up of the symbolical river Euphrates, that
the way of the Kings of the East might be prepared-a Royal
Priesthood, of which Christ is the Head. The river represents
people and wealth.-Revelation
17:15.

BELSHAZZAR'S LAST FEAST

I

DANIEL INTERPRETING THE HANDWRITING

KINGS DARXUS AND CYRUS

D

ANIEL the Prophet ranked high with King Darius for
his integrity. His associates hated him because he
prevented graft. They knew of no way to get holdof
Daniel except on account of his religion. They urge$ upon
King Darius the influence that would accrue from announcing
himself the only one to be worshiped. They urged that this
would impress the people, make them more loyal t o his
government. They got a decree issued that anybody worshiping any other god than Darius should be thrown into a
den of limns. Then they spied upon Daniel and convicted him.
It was a Medo-Persian law that royal decrees could never
be ignored. Hence, although King Darius was very sorry to
know of his most faithful officer being caught, he was unable
t o change the arrangement. His only hope was that Daniel's
God might do something for his deliverance.
Daniel was cast into the den of lions, but in the morning was
brought forth safe. Then those who had thus entrapped him,
by the King's command were cast into the den of lions, the
same as Daniel, and devoured.-Daniel 6: 14-24.
At the end of the seventy years of the desolation of Jerusalem, God stirred up the heart of Cyrus, who then was on the
throne, to issue a proclamation giving liberty to all Israelites to
return t o Palestine. He also gave money, and decreed that
the vessels of the Lord's House, which had previously been
taken, should be restored. Approximately fifty thousand
Israelites returned--so few out of the many taken intocaptivity. The zealous, full of faith in the Abrahamic Promise,
returned, rebuilt the city, and, in Ezra's time, the Temple.
The others had become worldly-minded and interested in
Babylon. Thus God separated the dross of Israel to prepare
them for Messiah. Yet the "Israelites indeed" were few compared to the whole, when their day of visitation came.
The romantic story of Queen Esther, wife of King Ahaeuems,
follows the period of King C p s ' decree.
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KXNG CYRUS LIBERATES JEWS

'

TEMPLE VESSELS RETURNED

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES

skin, an exceeding great army, is supposed to represent
the resurrection of the dead. But this conjecture seems to be
erroneous. The Prophet declares that this picture represents
the revival of Israel's Hopes. First the dry bones of hope,
then sinews of strength, and finally come$ned$ and completiop We' read, "This is the w k l e ~0'dH'e4f Israel, which
say, Ohr hope [of again becominpa 'nation] fs dried; we are
cut off from our parts."-Ezekiel
37:1-14.
The fulfilment of this predictiop, seems to be in progress now
amongst the Jewish people. Only a short time ago they had
no hope; then came Zionism, the dry bones of hope for amelioration from suffering, but without any faith in the Abrahamic
promise. Later, we see the Jews growing in trust in the
Abrahamic promise and coming together with strength, wealth
and faith. The time is evidently not far distant when their
national hope will be rehabilitated and they shall rejoice again
as a people.-Isaiah 40:1, 2; Romans 11:25-33.
The Scriptures tell about the resurrection of the dead; that
i t will not be the body which dies that will be resurrected. The
body returns t o dust. In the morning of Messiah's Reign,
God through Hi will grant each of Adam's race "a body as it
hath pleased Him." The saintly few will share in the First
Resurrection, to glory, honor and immortality, the Divine
nature, far above angels. Then will come God's blessing upon
the world, to give them Restitution-earthly bodies. It is
manifestly much easier for God to give as He purpises, a new
body, than, as we once surmised, to gather each atom of dust
from every quarter to restore i t as the same body. Not a
passage of Scripture mentions the resurrection of the body,

JONAH TYPE OF THE JEW
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THE LOOOS MADE FLESH
ewish nation, failing to keep the Law Covenant of
Sinai, failed to make good as the Seed of Abraham fitto
bless the world. Then the due time came for God to

T"'

provide Messiah-Redeemer and Deliverer for Israel and all
peoples. He would become flesh, of Abraham's family, fulfil
the Law Covenant terms, and then by self-sacrifice would become AbrAam's Seed on the Spirit plane, able to succor all
who would come to the Father through Him.
In St. John's Gospel (I :I-5) Jesus in His pre-existent condition is described as the Word of God, or Logos, "The.Firstborn of all Creation.'-Colossians I:IS.
Ancient kings addressing their people sat behind a lattice,
in front of which stood a representative who uttered the king's
message to the people. Such representative was called the
L o g o s t h e king's word, or mouthpiece. The illustration is
forceful, beautiful, when applied to G d s Only Begotten Son,
through whom God speaks to humanityTto the Church now,
to the world shortly, through the Messianic Kingdom.
The literal translation of John I:I thro% much light upon
a subject hitherto dark. "In the beginning was the Logos. and
the Logos was with the God, and the Logos was a God; the
same was in the beginning with the God. All things were made
by Him, and without Him was not one thing made that was
made. The Logos was made flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His glory, as the glory of the Only Begotten of the
Father." Jesus tells us the same thing in other language, saying, "He was the beginning of thecreation of God." (Rev. 3 :14.)
"He was the beginning and the ending, the first and the last,
the Alpha and the Omega." (Rev. 21:6.) The thought is
clear; Jehovah God directly created no other being than the
Logos, and Him very great and in the likeness of Jehovah.
How distinctly, yet briefly, all this is stated by St. John!
Next in the Divine Program was the annunciation to Mary,
then, the greatest event of history, the birth of our Redeemer.
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TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

SHEPHERDS GOING TO THE CITY

0

NLY as we associate the Babe of Bethlehem with the

Logos by and through whom all things were made,
do we get our mental focus respecting Jesus. His life
was not from.Adam, through Joseph-a forfeited life. It was
a transferred life. The Logos, who was rich in spirit privileges, glory and honor, "for our sakes became poor m e Man.
Christ Jesus] that we by His poverty might become rich"that mankind might be redeemed from the c u r s e t h e Death
Sentence and all i t includes of sorrow, pain and alienation .
from God. "A body hast Thou prepared Me for t h suffering
of death!" The death of a spotless One was necessary as a
Ransom-price for Adam and his race.-I
Timothy 2:6.
No wonder the angels rejoiced t o announce to the shepherds
the Logos made flesh-the Babe of Bethlehem. "Fear not!
Behold, we bring. you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be unto all people!" Few have analyzed the Message, few
have seen h o 4 comprehensive its scope. It is for Jews and
Gentiles--sinners all-"all
people." Only a few have yet had
opportunity to get this great joy; but the Redeemer promises that ,He will yet be the True Light to lighten every
1:g.
man that cometh into the world.-John
"For unto you [mankind] is born this day in the City of
which is Christ the Lord." Ah! the meaning
David a S&,
of that word Savior! I t means Life-giver/ The right t o live had
been lost-all are dying. The Life-giver cametoprovide life
everlasting for the dying race. Thank God for a Life-giver,
a Great One, able t o save unto theuttermost!-Hebrews 7:25.
The "Peace on Earth, good-will to men" prophecy has not
yet been fulfilled, but i t is nearing. The birth of the Babe was
one step toward it; the death on the cross was another; the
glorious resurrection and ascension of the Logos again to the
Spirit plane were other steps. The selection of the Church as
Messiah's Bride is another, nearly completed. The Messianic
Kingdom will complete the blessed prophecy.
,

WISE MEI? GUIDED BY THE STAR

ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS
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JOHN THE FORERUNNER

PUSENTATION IN THE TEMPLE

T

HE work of redemption began with Jesus' consecration
to death a t 30 years of age, symbolized by His Baptism.
There He who was made flesh for the purpose, gave
Himself to be a Ransom-price for all, to be testified to a11 in
due time. The humbling of the Logos to take human nature,
the birth of the Babeof Bethlehem, and the years of development afterward, were incidental. Similarly, the work of John
the Baptiser was a preparation. 'His mission was the announcement of Jesus as "the Lamb of God which taketh away the sln
of the world." He reproved sin and exhorted to righteousnessas
necessary to all who would receive Messiah and be received and
blessed by H i as sharers in the Kingdom He wodd establish.
John preached, "The Kingdom of Heaven is a t hznd! Repent ye!" Only the Israelites indeed, without guile, received
Messiah, and became associates in His glorious work. John's
Baptism was the washing away of sins against the Jewish Law,
and was intended only for Jews not wholly faithful.
John's Baptism symbolized cleansing from defilement, and
was preached to the Jews, and was appIicable to them only.
Gentiles were excluded. How could they repent and get back
into covenant relationship when they had never been in relationship? The Jews, %till under the covenant made with
them a t Sinai through its mediator, Moses, had relationship
with God, for, as St. Paul says, they "were all baptized into
Moses, in the sea and in the cloud." Everg Israelite in heart
rela~ionshipwith God through Moses, was transferred frcm
Moses to Christ, and needed no additional baptism into
Christ, because already accepted in Moses, the type of Christ.
When the Call began to go to the Gentiles, several a t
Ephesus believed and were baptized by John's Baptism, as
though they had been Jews. This tyas a mistake. At St.Pau1.s
word they were rebaptized, into Christ's death. Gentiles
needed t o be baptized directly into Christ's death.-Acta
1825; 1g:3-5; Romans 6:3; x1:17-25.

JESUS QUESTIONING THE D-D'S
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THE BAPTISX OF JESUS

VJ

esus presented Himself to John a t Jordan to
e baptized, it caused surprise. John declared, I
have more need t o ask You to baptize me! You
have no sin t o wash away! Jesus did not explain the matter.
He merely said, "Suffer i t to be so now." He thus intimated
that He.was not following John's baptism to wash away sins,
but that His baptism had another special meaning, which He
did not disclose. St. Paul explains to us that Jesus'baptism
symbolized His full consecration of His life to God as a sacrifice, even unto death.-Hebrews 10:5-9.
Jesus afterward indicated that His entire ministry was a
fulfilment of the consecration made a t thirty, when He was
baptized. I t symbolized His immersion into &&yielding
His life to the service of God. At the. close of His ministry,
H e said, "I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I
straitened till it be accomplished!" (Luke 12:jo.) Thenext
day, on the cross, He cried, "It is finished!" His baptism
into death, begun a t Jordan, was there completed.
In this matter the followers of Jesus copy Him. They are
baptized into His death, and thus into His Body, the Church.
(Romans 6:3.) This baptism into The Christ company, or
Body, will not be completed until the last member shall have
passed into death. Then the baptism of Christ as a whole will
be finished. Then beyond the veil, by the First Resurrection, the entire Body will receive glory, honor and immortality and be joint-heirs with Jesus itl the Kingdom then
established. "If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign."
As! Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens [higher
things] were opened to Him. Heavenly Truths became
clearer. H e could understand the "deep things of God."
(I Corinthians 230.) This enlightenment came by the receiving of the Holy Spirit. So His followers received a measure of
the Spirit, begetting them as sons of God, joint-heirs with
Christ. They also are illuminated.-Hebrews 10:32.

NEARLY THIRTY-OFF

FOR BAPTISM
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ANOINTED BY THE SPIRIT

GOSPEL O F THE KINGDOM

F

OR more than sixteen centuries Israel had waited and
prayed for the coming of Messiah's Kingdom to exalt
them, and to bless the world. The announcement that
the Kingdom was a t hand was a good Message--or Gospel.
Rut not enough Jews were in condition of heart to be Israelites indeed, worthy to share with Jesus in the glorious service
of His great, long-promised Kingdom. "He came unto His
own [people], but His own received Him not"-they
crucified
Him. But to as many as received Him [few] He gave the
liberty, or privilege, of becoming sons of God, of passing from
the House of Servants, under Moses, to the House of Sons,
under the Headship of Jesus. This was effected a t Pentecost,
by the begettingof the Holy Spirit.-John I :I 1-13; Heb. 3 : 1-6.
Not enough worthy Jews being found, the Kingdom offer
was withdrawn from them, and for nineteen centuries God has
been completing the foreordained number from saintly Gentiles. Outward signs and the prophecies demonstrate that the
Kingdom was not set up then, and did not begin to bless the
world. Instead, all the unready of Israel were broken off from
Divine favor for a time, while the Call to the Kingdom was sent
to the Gentiles, to take out of them a people t o complete
the foreordained "Body of Christ." (Romans I I :I-7, I I, 12.)
Holy, saintly characters from every nation have been gathering
for nineteen centuries, until now the number is nearly complete and the Kingdom about to be established.
When, therefore, the election of the Spiritual Seed of Abraham shall be accomplished, this Gospel Age will end. Then
will begin the Messianic Age, in which Christ and the Church
5 : 10; zo:6.
shall reign in spirit power.-Revelation
Then the blindness of Israel will be removed, and the blessings of the New Dispensation will come to them, and through
them to all the families of the Earth, as God promised. That
the Church is thespiritualseed of Abraham, to bless Natural
Israel and the world, is clearly shown in Galatians 3 : 16, 29.
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"PRAP YB. THY g l N G D O M COME"

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM

J

'

ESUS' parables chiefly relate to the Kingdom. Some of
them show how the-Jews failed to become heirs of the
Kingdom, and how the Gentiles came in for a share.
Others show the Kingdom class suffering violence during this
Age as a part of their preparation for the Kingdom glories.
"The Kingdom of Heaven [class] suffereth violence." The
violent have dominated it by force for centuries.
The parable of the King's Son shows that the Jews had the
first opportunity for joint-heirship with Messiah in His Kingdom. Then the Gentiles received the invitation. And these,
not many wise or learned, have for eighteen centuries been
prepared for Messiah's Kingdom. "Do 'ye not know that the
saints shall judge the world?"-I Corinthians 6 : ~ .
I n the parable the "Wedding Garment" represents a faith
relationship with God through Christ's merit. The one who
discarded i t was cast out of the Bridal Company. This prefigures the fate of all who reject the efficacy of the sacrifice of
Christ in atonement for their sins. They will be forced out
of the light of Present Truth-into the "outer darkness" of
the world. By and by they will realize their lossof the Kingdom with chagrin-weeping and gnashing of teeth.
The Pearl of Great Price illustrates the Kingdom's priceless
value-it is worth its cost-our all.
The Wheat-field parable of the Kingdom represents the
Church during this Age. The wheat, almost choked out by
tares of error, yet finally ripened and gathered into the Heavenly garner, will be the Sun of Righteousness to usher in the
New Day of Messiah's Kingdom.-Matthew 13:43.
The parable of the Talents represents how each consecrated
disciple of Jesus is a steward of his own talents, and that according to his faithfulness will be his share in the Kingdom.
Faithfulness in using the few talents of the present will bring
great opportunities for blessing the world in the next Age.
"I will make thee ruler over many things."-Matthew 25:21.

MARRIAGE OF THE KING'S SON

I

THE PRODIGAL SON

T

HE Scribes, Pharisees and Doctors of the Law werethe

Elder Brother of the Prodigal Son parable. Publicans
and sinners, careless of spiritual privileges, were the
Prodigal, estranged from their Father's House. Jesus shows
God's attitude toward the returning prodigal. For such He
provides a "feast," a blessing which all may share, if they
will. Those who received Jesus' Message included not many
grtat, wise or noble, but chiefly penitent prodigals.
The parable of Dives and Lazarus illustrated the same lesson.
The Jewish nation was Dives, the Rich man. His table, his
spiritual food, the promises of God, was abundantly supplied;
his raiment, finelinen, represented justification, effected through
the typical Atonement-day sacrifices. His purple robe represented, symbolically, the fact that he was identified with
God's Kingdom, purple being2 symbol of royalty. Lazarus
represented t!2 hopelessness of the sinners and Gentileg who
hungered for a sharein the promises to Abraham, but who got
only "crumbs" until Israel's rejection.-Matthew 23:38.
The Poor man's sores represented a sin-sick condition; the
dogs which licked them represented the sympathy of Gentile
"dogs." This was illustrated in the Syrophenician woman
whose daughter Jesus healed. She was not a Jewess, and
therefore Jesus at first refused to aid her, saying, "It is not
proper t o take the children's bread and give it to dogs." But
she pleaded: "Yes, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs that
fall from the children's table." Jesus gave her the crumb.
TheRichman, the Jewish nation, died to his great blessings.
Nationally he feli asleep in Hades, and awaits reawakening.
But personally the Jews passed into a great time of trouble,
symbolically represented as fire, for eighteen centuries.
Lazarus also died to his condition of disfavor, and found
himself in "Abraham's bosom"-a
chiid of Abraham. Thus
the Gentiles have bepme Abraham's Seed, and heirs of the
Spiritual part of the Abrahamic Promise.--Galatians 3:29.
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DIVES AND LAZARUS
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EN Jesus found the mourners bewailing the death
of Jairus' daughter, H e put them forth, saying, "The
maid is not dead, but sleepeth." Then He awakened her. Man does not die the same as beast. Although
death to man and beast is cessation of life, yet to man God has
given precious promises of a future life' by a resurrection.
There are numerous assurances that mankind shall be restored
from death to receive things promised. Therefore the Scriptures speak of man as not dying, but merely falling asleep.
The unconscious sleepers are all promised an awakening in the
Resurrection Morn. Jesus declared that all in their graves
shall hear His voice and come forth-some to a life of eternal
reward, for present faithfulness; others to a trial, or judgment,
to determine their everlasting destiny.-John j:28, 29. R.V.
Jesus awakened Lazarus,whose sisters were Martha and
Mary, a t whose home He frequently stopped a t Bethany.
When Lazarus was seriously sick, the sisters sent Jesus the
message, "Lord, he whom Thou lovest is sick." Tarheir surprise he allowed Lazarus to die. Mentioning the matter to
His disciples, He said, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth," and later,
"Jesus said unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead." Jesus said
not a word about the dead going to Heaven, purgatory or hell,
as was once be1ieve.d. See John 3:13; I I : I ~ , I ~Acts
; z:z9-35.
This word sleep has long been used as symbolical of death.
"Abraham slept %ith his fathers," and his fathers were heathens. St. Paul refers to "those who sleep in Jesus," and telle
us "We shall nat all slqep," referring to those who remain
alive until the establishment of Messiah's Kingdom, and the
First Resurrection-at the beginning of His Reign.
These sleep neither in Heaven, purgatory nor a hell of torment. The Bible declares, "They that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake," some to shine as stars, and others to be in
contempt and shame, until they have demonstrated their
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SHEEP AND GOATS PARABLE

T

HIS parable pictures the Kingdom conditions after the
Church is glorified and the Kingdom established. It
will begin fulfilment "When the Son of Man shall come
in His glory, and all the holy angels with IIim." All nations,
including those now asleep in death, will be on trial before
Christ's Judgment Seat, to determine their willingness or unwillingness to come fully into harmony with God, and to
receive the Divine blessing of life everlasting, or, contrariwise,
to be destroyed in the Second Death.
Those developing the wayward, goat-like disposition will
pass to Messiah's disfavor, represented by His left hand. At
the close of the Millennium, the separation will have affected
the entire human family, and have brought all into one of two
classes. One class will be rewarded with "the gift of God,
eternal life.'' The other class, unworthy, will get the punishment which God has provided, namely, destruction-kolan'n,
cutting off from life. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." '
Their destruction is symbolically represented by fire, and was
illustrated by the fires in the Valley of Hinnom (mistranslated
"Hell"), in which the garbage of Jerusalem was destroyed.
The Valley of Hinnom (Greek, Gehenna) was once quite deep.
Only dead carcasses were put into it, including those of very
vicious criminals. I t symbolized hopelessnessannihilation.
Jesus used Jerusalem as a figure of the New Jerusalem. This
valley4ehenna-prefigured
the Second Death, from which
there will be no redemption-no recovery.
Gehenna was earlier called Tophet. When Israel became
idolatrous, the image of Moloch was erected thereandchildren
were roasted alive in the arms of the imagesacrificiallydevilishly. h d King Josiah defiled i t for garbage purposes.
Our pious fathers provided worse idols forus-Creed-idols!
T o these we were taught to sacrifice millions of heathens, and
non-elect infants. But their day is gone! Thank God! Saner
views of God are ours, and a truer interpretation of the Bible.

I
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EOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST

the same Lazarus whom He had awakened from the
sleep of death. Mary chose this opportunity to anoint the
Master's feet with Precious Ointment, which He declared was
an pointing for His burial.-Matthew 26: rz.
The next day He sent for an ass and rode thereon into
Jerusal~m,after the manner of Israel's kings. When Jesus
came in sight of Jerusalem, He wept over the city, exclaiming,
"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the Prophets, and
stonest them that are sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children as a hen gathereth her brood under her
wings, but ye wovld not! Now, I say unto you, Your house
is left unto you desolate! Ye shall see Me no more until that
day [of Messiah's glory] when ye shall say, 'Blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord!' " (Matthew 23:37-39.)
Meantime the Kingdom is not abandoned, merely delayed.
Messiah's Bride will be only partly Jewish. "Israel hath not
obtained" the coveted chief favor; but the Elect obtained it.
The multitude caught the spirit of the occasion, that Jesus
was the promised King, and hailed Him as Messiah. They
scattered clothing and palm-branches before Him, implying
that the best of Earth was not too good for One so great.
Meantime, they shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" the.
long-promised Messiah of David's line! "Blessed is He that
21:g.
cometh ki tbe name of Jehovah!"-Matthew
The Pharisees, who did not believe, thought the procedure
sacrilegious, and told Jesus to stop the shouting. Jesus replied t h a t the Prophet Zechariah (9:9)said, "Shout," and
themfore there must be a shout. "If they should hold their
peace, the very stones would cry out." God had declared
it; there must be a shout; the prophecy mnst be fulfilled.
Cleansing the Temple of money-changers and merchants

.

TEE COST OF THE XRGDOM

'

Bible surely tells us that the way to the Kingdom
is difficultand narrow, that the cost of being disciples
of Jesus is selfdenial and cross-beating. Many wonder
that the promises are thus restricted and not to all who strive
to do right, without faith or self-sacrifice.
The parable of a camel creeping through a Needle'seyb
illustrated how the rich must unload their wealth if they
would prepare to share the Kingdom. The little gate in the
larger one was called a "Needle's-eye."
Bible students now explain that difficulties are attached to
the gaining of the Kingdom because God desires a very choice
little company for that glorious position. He has made the
trials so severe that only the saintly will avail themselves of
the opportunity to gain the Kingdom.
The young ruler asked Jesus: "What shall I do to inherit
eternal life?" Jesus referred him to the Law, which promised
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"ECCE HOMO!"-BEHOLD TBE MAX!
ARLY the next morning Jesus was led to Pilate and
charged with Treason against the Emperor in asserting Himself a King. His accusers were the foremost
Jews. Pilate realized the malice of the charge, to secure the
death of an inoffensive person. Learning that Jesus was from
Galiiee, he sought to rid himself of the responsibility by sending Him to King Herod. But Herod would have nothing to
do with Jesus. He had heard of His miracles, and feared.
After Herod's soldiers had mocked Jesus, H e was returned
to Pilate, His accusers insisted that if Pilate should let Him
go, that would prove disloyalty to the Roman Emperor.
Pilate sought to release Jesus, and to satisfy the clamor,
ordered Him to be scourged. But this did not satisfy the
mob, which cried, "Crucify Him!" Finally, Pilate, placing
Jesus prominently, exclaimed, "Ecce Homo!"-Behold
the
Man! You have no other Jew His equal! Would you crucify Hi? The mob cried the more persistently, "Crucify
Him!" Nothing is more heart-hardening than religious errors.
Jesus was not the mob's ideal of a king. Had He been
coarse, vulgar, a boaster, H e would have been more nearly
their ideal of a person likely to lift their nation from under the
Roman yoke, and to become conqueror, like Alexander the
Great. The world looks with a measure of reverence upon
Jesus, but still He is far from the human ideal. Neither are
the footstep followers of Jesus the world's ideals. They with
Jesus are counted peculiar. As St. John wrote, "As He is, so
are we, in this world"-despised
as respects human ideals.
Humanity fails to realize that God's purpose in Christ and
His followers has been to prepare them by meekness, gentle-

res, that this Royal
etic Priesthood in re-
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"QUICKENED IN SPIRIT"
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ECAUSE still natural men, the disciples could not
comprehend spiritual thingbunti1 Pentecost. It was
necessary, therefore, that Jesus' resurrection should be
humanly demonstrated. Only & e l ~could
s receive the Pen~
tecostal illumination. They must believe, and know a l that.
He is no longer a man, but again a-spirit being.
The third day after Calvary the women who carried embalming spices found the sepulchre empty. Mary met Jesus,
but knew Him not, for He appeared as a gardener. Jesus
revealed Himself by His voice. H e said, "I have not yet
ascended to M y Father and your Father, to My God and your
God." The news 'spread. St. Peter and St. John were
amazed, and both ran to the sepulchre. They saw nothing
but the vacant tomb and the folded clothes.
Later the same day, two of them journeyed to Emmaus.
They were conversing eagerly when Jesus, in another form,
unrecognized by them, joined them. H e quietly explained to
them the types and prophecies which foretold Jesus' death as
man's Redeemer, saying, "Thus i t behooved Messiah to suffer
and to enter into His glory." Telling the experience afterward they said, "Did not our hearts burn within us as He
talked with us by the way and opened unto us the Scriptures?"
At their evening meal, He revealed Himself, and vanished.
The same evening many of them were gathered in the upper
room discussing the remarkable events of the day, the doors
being shut, yea, bolted, for fear of the Jews. Suddenly while
the doors were still shut, Jesus appeared in their midst, still
differently. This time He appeared like His former self.
Even this affrighted them, though He told them that what
they saw was flesh and blood, and roved it by eating. He
was no longer the fleshly Jesus; in His resurrection He returned to the spirit condition. (I Corinthians 154.4.) But
H e had power to materialize, as the holy angels (and Himself,
before made flesh) had done.

GOD'S CHOSEN VESSEL

El!

ST. PAUL PREACHING AT ATHENS

F St. Paul, Jesus said, "He is a chosen vessel unto Me
to bear M y Name t o the Gentiles."
(Acts 9x5.)
He is first brought to our attention as one of those
who consented to the death of St. Stephen. Subsequently,
he went about "breathing out threatenings and slaughter
g: I.
against the disciples of the Lord."-Acts
When we see the power of the Truth in its transforming
influence upon the human mind, we are amazed. Yet we
should remember that God never coerces the free will. In St.
Paul's "conversion," Jesus merely showed an honest man
wherein he was wrong, and what privileges he would kave in
connection with a Divinelydirected course.
St. Paul became the successor of Judas. There were to be
twelve Apostles ot the Lamb-a crown of twelve stars on the
Church's brow-and twelve foundations to the New Jerusalem,
and in them were the names of the twelve Apostles of the
Lamb. We are sure St. Paul's name is amongst them. This
is ia accord with the testimony that he was not one whit
behind the very chiefest of the Apostles, and was more abundant in visions and revelations than they all. Matthias was
chosen before Pentecost and was never recognized by God.
St. Paul is the most prominent amongst the Apostles, all of
whom were glorious characters, especially chosen of God for
His special service. Like the other Apostles, St. Paul had
nothing to say respecting an eternity of torture for anybody.
He declared that those ultimately found unworthy should "be
punished with everlastihg destruction." It is St. Paul who
especially set forth that Jesus must come a second time, and
then must reign until He shall have put all enemies under His
feet. Through this noble mouthpiece Jesus sent us particulars of the resurrection of the just and the unjust, the "change"
of the Church a t Christ's Second Coming, the character of
Antichrist, etc. If St. Paul's Epistles were omitted, how
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ST. PAUL BEFORE FELIX

ST. PA*

PREACHING AT ROME

TEE CISlR-, AT AHTIOCH
RADUALLY the Gospel Message found hearing ears
amongst the Gentiles, b u t fewer in number. The Law
training of the Jews had been God's special blessing
to them, preparing some of them for the Gospel. The first
Church in which Gentiles seemed to predominate in numbers
was a t Antioch. Barnabas, Silas and others were prominent
amongst the brethrenthere, andlater St.Pau1. I t was at Antioch
that the followers of Jesus were first called Christians. Many
Christians wish that no other name had ever been accepted.
The Antioch Church, according to the Bible record, had
very sifnple arrangements, similar to those practiced by Jesus
and the Apostles. Forms and ceremonies had not yet entered, b
to crowd out the simplicity of Christ with mere forms of godliness. They met for growth in grace, knowledge, love and to
assist each other in the narrow way. When fairly under way
in their studies, they partook of the missionary spirit, and
authorized and financed a mission which was conducted by
St. Paul and Barnabas. Other missions were also conducted,
as recorded in the Book of Acts.-Acts 13: 1-5.
Not long after this, the terrible persecutions of Nem and
Diocletian came upon the Church. These Roman Emperors
found diversion and relief from ennui in the horrible tortures
they inflicted upon the inoffensive followers of Jesys, whose
mission i n the world is merely to "do good to all men as they
have opportunity, especially to the household of faith," and
to prepare themselves and each other for association with
their Redeemer in the coming Kingdom.-Galatians 6: 10.
Why did God permit persecutions? The answer is that
testings of faith and loyalty to Cmd are as necessary to Jesus'
followers as they were to Himself, and for the same reasonto develop and crystallize character. These corresponded to
Jesus' own persecution and crucifixion. Thus He explained,
saying, "It was necessary that The Son of Man should suffer
and enter into His glory." The Elect walk in Hie steps.

G

E little gathering of believers a t Berea is famous
amongst God's people by St. Paul's declaration: "They
of Berea were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in
that they searched the Scriptures daily to see if these things
[which St. Paul preached] were true." (Acts I ~ : I I . ) They
were but a little class, yet their faithfulness to God's Word
caused them to be known as Berean Bible Students. The
early Church met not in costly temples, nor did their elders and
deacons have rich robes of office, nor did the services consist of
showy display. They simply gathered as children of God,
begotten of the one Holy Spirit and inspired by the One Faith
once delivered to the saints. They gathered as the brethren,
of Jesus, that they might be under His direction and care as
the only Head of the Church-as He declared, "One is your
Master even Christ, and all ye are brethren." They met to
study the Message of Jesus and the Apostles.
Bible students in our day have much advantage over these.
We have convenient cheap Bibles, ability to read them, and
good lights such as our forefathers never thought possible.
Bible students today are encouraged also when they consider that the Bible distinctly teaches that when men shall be
running to and fro, and world-wide knowledge shall be in.creased, then the Wise Virgins, the Lord's people, will understand certain features of the Divine Plan previously kept
hidden by Divine intention. They perceive t h a t we are in
this day of running to and fro by every means of conveyance,
and that free schools, compulsory education, etc., are bringing
the foretold increase of knowledge. These things mark the
time for the wise of God's people to understand the Bible.
How needful for this special light, when so many are falling
away from all faith in the Bible, under the teachings of so-
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APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION
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LL Christians claim that there were erroneous doctrines

taught in the past which cannot be supported in the
clearer light of our Day. All rejoice in the spirit of
greater amity spreading amongst Christians of various denomil
nations-Catholic and Protestant. How did Christianity get
into such a befogged condition that followers of Jesus thought
they were honoring God in torturing their fellow-men? With
great unanimity, Bible students seem to be reaching the conclusion that the difficulty started in the doctrine of Apostolic
Succession-the doctrine that Bishops of the Church were
Apostles, inspired in the same sense as The Twelve.
Pope Pius X. realizes that the people no longer regard the,
Bishops as inspired authority and successors to the Apostles
in office. Evidently himself dissenting, he has recently commanded that Roman Catholics be instructed ro study the
Bible, thus to come under the influence of the teachings of the
inspired Twelve Apostles. All are gradually seeing that The
Twelve Apostles of the Lamb (St. Paul taking the place of
Judas) are the only Divinely inspired authorities of the Church.
The Church, after the death of the Apostles, not having the
conveniences of Bibles and education, looked too implicitly to
their Bishops, or Pastors, and without authority accredited
them with Divine inspiration similar to The Twelve. After
two hundred years the mistake was partially recognized, and
an attempt was made to rectify it, but in the wrong direction.
It was found that rhe different Bishops taught widely different,
contradictory doctrines. I t was realized that these contradictions were not inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Emperor
Constantine (not baptized) called the Nicene Council of all
the "Apostolic Bishops," a t Nicea, A. D. 325. About onethird, 384, came. These were commanded to decide on a
Creed. They wrangled for months. Then the Emperor decided-and the Nicene Creed was the result. The Emperor's
edict was that all not consenting to it should be exiled.

W S S BE'EORE TEE COUNCIL
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TETZEL SELLING IIYDULGENCES

BOUT the time that Martin Luther began to study the
New Testament and was amazed a t its simplicitywhen he was grasping the great Bible Truth of justification by faith-he encountered Tetzel. The effect was to
convince him the more that great errors had gradually crept
into the faith and spirit of the Church. Tetzel was selling
Indulgences under the Pope's authority. The proceeds were
t o be used in completing St. Peter's Cathedral a t Rome.
Tetzel may or may not have exceeded his authority, but the
record is that he preached, not the merit of Christ's sacrifice,
but the power of the Pope, and of himself, his agent, saying, You have friends in Purgatory, suffering there fof'
various sins. The Pope has the power t o release them; I am
his agent. Those who donate to this fund drop their money
into this box, assured that the moment they do so their
friends will be released from Purgatorial suffering.
Catholic though he still was, and a believer in Purgatory,
Luther could not tolerate such a commercial proposition as
that the grace of God should be purchased with money. He
denouhced Tetzel vigorously.
So .far as we are aware, the public sale of Indulgences has
been stopped in most civilized lands, but until recently in
Mexico many Church tables were spread with Indulgences,
specifying various sins and crimes, and bearing fixed prices.
Protestants, and some Catholics, have assumed that these
Indulgences are permits to sin. The Church of Rome, however, claims that they never issue permits to commit sin, but
merely so much remission of Purgatorial sufferings.

THE YORIYIEJG AFTER THE MASSACRE

I
HUGENOTS PLm TO AXERICA
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their feet. The flames were inhaled with the smoke, and the
victim was speedily unconscious to suffering. For Servetus
Satanic ingenuity arranged the burning fagots a t a distance.
He 1iterally.roasted alive, in horrible torture, nearly five hours
-in the name of God, of Jesus, of Righteousness, Truth,
Justice, Love, Christianity and Civilization.
It seems remarkable that only now we are realizing that a
man so deficient in the spirit of his Master as to murder his
brother, should not be an accepted teacher of the Word of God
and its spirit. Only now are Bible students realizing that
Brother Calvin was not the inventor of the doctrine of Election, but merely of the doctrine that all the non-eEect would
sufer everlastingly. Now we see that the terms, "the Elect,"
"the very Elect," are Bible terms! and that those who make
their calling and election sure, will be glorified in the First
Resurrection. Now we see that the Elect will be associated
with Jesus in His Kingdom, which will bless the n~n-elect"all the families of the Earth.'--Galatians 3 :29.

XARTYRS' MEMOFUAL AT OXFORD

!!i

in Bible classes, or in their homes.--* Timothy 2: 15.
Wed* unobvered another precious Bible truth. He declkred Calvin's doctrine impossible for hi acceptance, as Calvihists now do. Brother Wesley's theme was Free Grace, and
his favorite text, "The Spirit andthe Bride say, Come, and
whosoever will may come and take of the Water of Life freely."
His heart was broad and loving, but the real breadth of Grace
Divine was not then seen. H e did not discern that his beautiful text relates to the blessing of the mwdect during Messiah's
Second Coming. Sooa after, the Spirit
all mankind partake of life everlasting.
necting link between Election and Free

OUR MODERN TEMPLES

REAT Temples, or Cathedrals, have been erected
throughout the civilized world. Their founders doubtless were inspired more or less to emulate Solomon
and Herod in their great Tefnples of the past. No fault need
be found with these from some standpoints. All the circum.stances being equal, i t would be a shame for Christians to
meet for Divine worship under conditions inferior to those of
their homes. I n many instances, however, the people who
have donated the money for the erection and upkeep of
these buildings have been extremely poor, and have been
cajoled into the expenses by mislegding sophistries.
I n the days of Jesus and the Apostles, it was not considered
"Chrjstian work" to raise money for Church purposes. Today
money-raising is the ideal "work for Jesus." The Apostles
taught that the real work of the Church of Christ is not to
build up costly edifices beyond their means, involving them in
debt, but to build themselves up in the most holy faith. "The
Temple of God is holy, which Temple ye are," "if so be that
the Spirit of Christ dwell in you." God's people are the living
stones under Divine supervision, being shaped and polished for
places in the Glorious Spiritual Temple. Through that antitypical Temple, God will send His bIessings. The removal of
the curse, and the wiping away of all tears, will follow.
While using these modern Temples, let us not forget that
they are not the real Temple, or Church. I t is composed of
the saints of God, who day by day are seeking to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus, in the service of the Truth, "doing good t q
all men as they have opportunity, especially to the household
of faith? If incline'd to criticize our forefathers for building
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JOHN KHOX PREACHfNG CALVINISIU

"MANY SHALL RUB TO AND RRO"
VERYBODY knows that stimulated by printing there
has been a greater development of knowledge along
every line within the past century than during the
preceding fifty-nine centuries. Everybody knows that the
telegraph, telephone, wireless, electric lights, gas lights, steam
railroads, electric roads, machinery, conveniences, etc., of our
day were all unknown a century ago.
But although we know this to be true, i t seems almost
incomprehensible to the rising generation. These things have
come so gradually that few realize that they are foregieams of
the great thousand-year Day of Messiah's Kingdom in which
the curse will be fully removed, and instead the blessing longpromised of God will be outpoured upon humanity abundantly.
The Bible declares the coming glory of Earth, whenGodshall
make the place of His feet glorious, when the whole Earth
shall be a Paradise of God. Our great scientists, who give no
heed to the Bible, testify that present attainments are as
nothing to what is just a t hand.
God describes our day in Daniel's prophecy, saying, In the
Time of the End (of this Age), many shall run to and fro;
knowledge shall be increased; the wise shall understand
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation.-Daniel
IZ:I-10; Matthew z4:z.r.
Are we not in the midst of the running to and fro which this
prophecy predicted? We must, therefore, be living today in
the period designated the Time of the End-the time in which
this Age will gradually close and the New Age will gradually
dawn with greater blessings. The first locomotive was built
only ninety years ago. Now, in every land, multitudes are
running to and fro, whose grandfathers probably never traveled fifty miles from their birthplace. Surely no prophecies
could be more accurately fulfilled than this one.
Who but God could have known and foretold this marked
~ecuiiarityof our day? Jesus quoted a part of this prophecy.
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A MODERN STEAMSHIP

"KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED"
ANIEL not only declared that our day would be
marked by running to and fro, but also gave another
indication: "Knowledge shall be increased." Surely
we have this fulfilment also. Instead of plowing with a
crooked stick, we have up-to-date steam-plows which acmmpliih a hundred times the work. Contrast writing upon stone
and upon parchment, laborious and expensive, w ith our modern
printing. Contrast the beginning of printing with today!
No printing establishment in the world better illustrates the
perfection of this art in our day than does the U. S. Government Printing Oflice a t Washington. No library better illustrates modern learning than does the Congressional Library.
Today the learning is not confined to the great, the wealthy,
or the few: it is general. The Schools of the civilized world
are full, and thus, too, knowledge is increasing.
How wonderful that God foreknew all these things and
foretold them through Daniel's prophecy twenty-five centuries ago, saying, "Many shall run to and fro, and k m ~ W g e
shall be increased!" Here we have it! We are evidently in
the Time of the End mentioned, and well we may rejoice in
the oncoming New Age! No longer do we hold that the world
will literally end, and with a combustion which will reduce it
to a cinder. We are ready to believe God's Word-that He
created not the Earth in vain, H e formed it to be inhabitedto be the Paradise home of humanity, regenerated under
Messiah's Kingdom.-Isaiah 45:18.
Year by year we see the Earth preparing for full inhabitation. Recent earthquakes closed some and opened other
channels of the Japan Stream, affecting the climate of Alaska
and the Arctic zone remarkably. Gradually the glaciers in
the form of icebergs are running out and dissolving in the more
Equatorial waters. Gradually the Earth is preparing to
blossom as the,rose. Gradually the curse will be removed and
the blessing of God will be substituted.-Isaiah 35: I.
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.NEW HgAVBNS AND W W EARTH
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of the precious teachings of the Bible are conveyed in symbolic language. Indeed all language is
pictorial. Thus the "Heavens" are the higher, or

ecclesiastical and spiritual powers connected with the present
order of things, while the "Earth" is the lower, o; social order of
things. In Bible usage, themountainsof "earth"representthe
great governmental strongholds, while the sea represents the
restless class which secretly or openly desires to engulf society.
Thus the Bible tells that the "Heavens" and the "Earth," or
spiritual and social conditions which were before the Deluge,
perished there, and a new order of things, social and ecclesiastical, sprang up, which still persists. The present order,
ecclesiastical and social, is called the world, or Dispensation
which now is. It is also called "This present Evil World,"
because evil holds supremacy. The Scriptures promise that
there shall be a new "Heavens" and a new "Earth" (ecclesiastical and social), and we are assured that therein will dwell
righteo~~sness.- Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13.
St. Peter describes the passing away of the present ecclesiastical Heavens and social Earth in a great fire, once misunderstood to refer to a literal burning of the Earth. The Divine
assurance is to the contrary, that "the Earth abideth forever,"
t h r t God "formed i t not in vain, but to be inhabited." The
"fire" of thi; passage is evidently the same symbol frequently
used in the Bible.. I t represents the trouble, destruction,
which will completely overwhelm the present ecclesiastical and
social order in anarchy.-Daniel IZ:I; Matthew 24:21.
The new s~iritualHeavens of the future will be Christ and
the Church in heavenly glory and power. As God's prolpised
Kingdom, it will rule the Earth, blessing and uplifting the nonelect of every nation, people, kindred and tongue. The new
Earth will be the new social order which will come into being
a t that time, under the direction and &dance of the new
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URSQNG the

which we started, we perceive that the
ve Day, qr .Epoch,will be
a geriad
s
years. Under Messiah's
glmious reign b t ' l a s t thoueandi;eara' Restitution work will
b - h g Earth. to the condition originally desigqed by God! It
wll complste the creation of Earth, and of mankind as a race
~ f a f d - ~ e of Earth's affairs. Man, having tasted both
'kmd a d E+tr7i&c4 having chosen Good, will be granted life
e+erlastinp;.,
disobedient lovers of Evil will be destroyed
math.-+ Peter 2:tz; 2 Thessalonians 1:9,
'in the
It is not in the Fower of human tongue or pen to portray the
glorious perfectio~tof the earthly, Paradise cohdition. The
most glorious qual~tiesof mind a 4 heart known amongst men
v u s t of nacessity be imperfect as compared with the perfection
of God's image as it will be restored in all the willing and
obedient-the unwilling and disobedient being destaoyed.
Already we see beginning the Restitution blessings
in prophecy. Yet we are only in the beginning of the thousand
years in which, under Messiah's guidance, God's Wiidom and
Poser will undoubtedly work miraculous change? in a natural
gap-. Xt is refreshing to all hearts and to Christian faith to
k m that
~ as the Prophet declared, "The desert shall rejoice
a d blqsom as the rose," "and in the wilderness shall watere
break out," so these things are begihning to be experienced.
1-II.
the far Western parts of the United States, and in Mesopotamia, the land of Abraham, human ingenuity, engineeripg
feats, etc., are working miracles. Diqine Wisdom is behimd
them, just as Divine Power is now blessing all df Earth's
affairs, and making the world most wonderfully rich.
_If human skill is able to produce such beautiful fruits aqd' 4
flGwers as are now manifest on every hand, what may we not
expect wiIl be the conditim of'w"peFfect, earth when the
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